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Parliamentary  Debates 

During  the  First  Session  of  the  Eighth  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Grb  at  Britain  and  Ireland, 
appointed  to  meet  at  Westminster  the  14th  of  November^ 
1826,.  in  the  Seventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty 
King  GEORGE  THE  FOURTH. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  March  23,  1827. 

Roman  CArHOLlC  CLAIMS.]  Lord 
iRng  had  several  Petitions  to  present  from 
that  people,  who  stated  themselves  to  bethe 
most  wretched,  the  most  ill-used,  and  the 
most  oppressed,  people  in  Europe ;  namely, 
the  Irish  Roman  Catholics.  Wretched,  how- 
ever, as  they  were,  he  did  not  think  there 
was  amy  hope  of  removing  their  grievances ; 
for,  as  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
wool-sack  had  really  stated,  this  House 
had  repeatedly  rejected  every  specific  pro- 
position, and  the  other  House  had  come 
to  a  sweeping  resolution  not  to  listen  to 
or  consider  their  complaints.  It  had  been 
stated  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  har- 
mony, good-will,  and  friendly  feeling  in 
Ireland.  Yes,  he  believed  there  was  just 
as  much  hamiony  and  good-will  as  there 
was  between  oil  and  vinegar.  The  anta- 
gonbt  principle  was  in  great  force  in  that 
unfortunate  country.  Landlords  were  set 
against  their  tenants.  The  population 
were  against  the  property  of  the  country. 
The  parsons  were  against  the  priests ;  and 
haljred  existed  in  every  possible  shape.  He 
did  not  know  what  was  to  be  the  future 

C'  n  of  government  with  respect  to  Ire- 
d.  No  one  had  ventured  to  point  out 
what  government  intended  to  do;  but 
when  they  should  bring  forward  a  plan, 
what  was  to  be ''  the  instrument  V  to  use 
a  CromweUian  phrase.  The  instrument 
of  government,  he  bdieved,  would  be  the 
cannon,  that  ultima  ratio  of  Protestant 
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ascendancy.  The  Catholics  thought  Pro- 
testantism a  job  in  Ireland,  established  by 
a  variety  of  laws,  the  worst  of  which  was 
by  far  the  Select-vestry  act.  The  Protes- 
tants thought  that  the  Catholic  religpion 
was  idolatrous :  so  that  one  part  of  the 
community  considering  as  imposture  the 
religion  of  the  other  part,  and  the  other 
part  of  the  community  considering  the 
established  religion  to  tie  a  job,  was  what 
he  considered  to  be  a  pretty  state  of 
thm^.  "Hie  noble  lord  then  presented 
petitions  from  the  town  and  vicinity  of 
Wexford,  against  the  Select  vestry-act,  and 
in  favour  of  Roman  Catholic  emancipation. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  said,  he  gave 
the  noble  lord  credit  for  the  sincerity  of 
his  efforts,  but  he  could  never  admit  that 
the  manner  in  which  he  made  those  efforts 
was  at  all  calculated  to  allay  the  feeling  of 
irritation,  or  to  produce  the  e&ct  which 
he  wished  to  produce.  He  never  could 
hear  it  quietly  stated,  that  there  was  no 
hope  for  the  Roman  Catholics.  He  not 
only  hoped,  but  was  convinced  that  the 
measure  which  was  the  object  of  the  noble 
loid's  efforts  must,  at  no  distant  day,  be 
granted. 

Lord  King  said,  he  had  not  stated  any 
thing  with  regard  to  the  hopes  of  the 
Catholics.  Am  he  had  said  was,  that  he 
himself  entertained  no  hope  whatever  of 
their  cause.  If  he  looked  to  the  late 
decision  of  the  other  House,  he  should 
find  it  far  less  conciliating  than  any  thing 
that  had  fallen  from  him  on  this  subject. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
B      « 
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Friday^  March  23. 

Breach  of  PftiviLEos.]  Mr.  Hart 
Dam  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  sabject,  which  was  coonected^ 
in  some  measure,  with  its  privileges.  The 
hon.  member  held  in  his  hand  ''The 
Times  "  paper  of  this  day.  He  said,  it  was 
therein  stated,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  of  last  nighty  a  gallant  colonel 
opposite  had  said,  that  ''  if  he  had  been 
.80  disposed,  he  could  have  placed  .before 
the  House  some  transactions  in  which  he 
(Mr.  H.  Davis)  had  been  concerned,  which 
might  bring  a  blush  into  his  cheek." 
These,  if  not  the  exact  words,  were  very 
like  those  used  by  the  gallant  colonel. 
Now,  either  the  gallant  colonel  was 
acquainted  with  some  circumstance  of  his 
life  which  deserved  the  terms  in  which  he 
had  spoken  of  him ;  or  he  had  used  those 
terms  in  consequence  of  the  excitement  to 
which  debates  in  that  House  sometimes 
gave  rise.  He  hoped,  in  the  former  case, 
the  gallant  colonel  would,  in  justice  to 
himself,  state  if  he  knew  any  such  dis- 
graceful facts ;  and  if  not,  he  trusted  the 
gallant  colonel  would  say  that  he  had  been 
betrayed,  by  the  warmth  of  the  debate, 
into  expressions  which  he  would  not  other- 
wise have  made  use  of. 

Mr.  Calfrafi  objected,  that  the  contents 
of  a  newspaper  should  be  (]^uoted  as  an 
authority  upon  such  a  subject  in  that 
House* 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  said,  he  was  obliged  to 
.take  some  steps  in  the  matter,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  move  that  the  printer  of 
"  The  Times  "  be  ordered  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  House. 

Colonel  Davies  said,  he  was  ready  to 
admit  that  he  had  used  the  words  attri- 
buted to  him,  under  very  considerable 
excitement.  That  excitement  was  caused 
by  what  he  considered  a  very  irregular  j 
mode  pursued  by  the  hon«  member,  in 
alluding  to  circumstances  wholly  foreign 
to  the  matter  then  before  the  House.  He 
had  now  po  hesitatioa  in  saying,  thfit  any 
thing  which  might  have  fallen  from  him 
in  the  heat  of  debate  was  not  intended  by 
him  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, and  he  trusted  that  what  he  now  said 
would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the 
House  and  to  every  body  else. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  expressed  himself  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation^  and  offered  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 


Court  of  Cliancery  Bill.  4 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  motion  not 
having  been  seconded,  this  was  not  neces- 
sary. He  was  extremely  glad  of  what  had 
now  been  stated  by  both  the  hon.  membexs. 
Of  all  the  breaches  of  privilege  which,  the 
House  were  called  upon  to  punish  m 
persons  out  of  the  House,  none  Were  so 
difficult  to  deal  with  as  those  which  aroee 
from  a  breach  of  the  rules  within  the 
Housow  He  thought  the  matter  would 
rest  very  well  as  it  now  stood;  but  he 
trusted  the  House  would  permit  hifli  to 
remiUid  it,  that  any  deviation  from  the 
rules  of  debate  was  liable  to  produce  mis- 
understandings, and  to  give  ojQTence  oilen 
when  it  was  by  no  means  the  intention  of 
any  party  that  offence  should  be  given. 

Court  of  Chancery  Bill.]  "Hie 
Master  of  the  Rolls  moved  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Abercromby  hoped  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  genUeman  would  not  press 
the  proceedings  on  this  bill  in  the  absence 
of  so  many  hon.  and  learned  gentlemen, 
now  on  the  circuit,  who  had  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  measure,  and  who  were  best 
qualified  to  judge  of  its  practical  effects. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  he  had 
no  desire  whatever  to  press  the  bill  in  the 
absence  of  those  who  might  wish  to  ex- 
press their  sentiments  upon  it.  If,  how- 
ever, the  second  reading  was  deferred  until 
after  Easter,  he  feared  it  would  be  too  late 
in  the  session  to  forward  its  necessary 
stages  through  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Abercromby  could  not  see  that 
there  was  any  eround  for  apprehending 
such  a  result.  Ample  time,  he  conceived^ 
would  be  afforded  to  the  bill,  if  the  second 
reading  was  deferred  until  after  the  holi- 
days. He  did  not  think  that  his  learned 
friends,  now  attending  their  duty  else- 
where, would  be  fairly  treated,  if  they 
were  not  allowed  an  opportunity  of  expres- 
sing their  opinions  upon  this  bill  before  it 
passed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  hoped  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  would  yield 
to  the  suggestion  thrown  out,  and  consent 
to  postpone  the  measure. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  that  the 
only  object  he  had  in  view,  was  to  render 
the*  bill  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  that 
every  information  should  be  g^en  upon 
the  subject.  He  had  no  wish  to  derive 
any  benefit  from  the  absence  of  any  hon. 
members ;  but  he  thought  that,  on  other 
grounds^  he  ought  to  Im  acquitted  of  ail 
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blftine.  Tbo  commiBsion  upon  the  Court 
of  Chancery  had  sat  for  two  years,  and 
the  report  of  that  commission  had  been 
tsro  years  upon  the  table  of  the  House. 
Last  session,  he  had  moved  for  leave  to 
lofting  in  a  bill,  grounded  upon  that 
report ;  which  had  been  abandoned.  It 
was,  however,  well  known,  both  to  the 
House  and  to  the  profession,  that  the  bill 
was  founded  upon  the  report,  and  he  had 
already  given  an  explanation  upon  that 
point.  On  the  very  day  that  be  had  taken 
iiis  seat  this  session,  he  had  given  notice 
of  his  intention  to  bring  in  this  bill,  and 
when  he  did  so,  he  had  expressly  stated  to 
the  House,  that  he  did  not  act  solely  upon 
his  own  opinions,  but  upon  the  report 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  House. 
Gentlemen,  therefore,  had  had  every  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  subject,  not  only 
with  respect  to  its  principle,  but  its  entire 
details.  So  far  was  he  from  wishing  to 
act  otherwise,  that  when  he  brought  in 
tiie  bill,  he  had  gone  out  of  his  way  and 
got  the  principal  parts  of  it  printed  and 
circulated  amongst  the  members  of  the 
profession.  They  had  now  been  a  fortnight 
M  the  hands  of  members,  and  the  House 
was  In  full  possession  of  every  thing  which 
was  necessary  to  be  known.  He  was 
aware,  however,  that  he  must  sometimes 
give  way,  not  only  to  what  was  just  and 
aecessary,  but  to  prejudice ;  and  he  should 
feel  extremely  sorry,  that  misrepresenta- 
tions should  go  abroad,  which  would  be 
the  case,  if  he  shewed  any  disposition  to 
have  the  bill  passed,  without  allowing 
every  opportunity  for  discussion.  He  was 
desirous,  as  far  as  possible  to  guard 
against  misrepresentation ;  and  desirous, 
ako,  as  well  to  promote  the  public  advan- 
tage as  to  accede  to  the  wishes  that  had 
been  expressed  upon*  the  subject.  He 
wonkl  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  bis  bill  to  an  early  day  after  the  recess ; 
but  he  hoped  that,  when  it  was  brought 
ibrward,  every  facility  would  be  given  to 
Its  progress,  lest,  if  it  should  be  brought 
ntio  the  other  House  at  a  late  period  of 
the  session,  that  circumstance  should 
afford  the  means  of  completely  frustrating 
the  measure.  He  feared  there  might  be 
found  those  who  were  not  very  cordial 
supporters  of  the  bill;  and  it  might  be 
alleged,  that  a  measure  of  such  vital  im- 
portance should  not  be  brought  before  the 
legislature,  at  a  period  when  there  was 
not  a  sufficient  opportunity  for  its  due 
oonsideralion.    The  right  hon.  gentleman 


concluded  by  postponing  his  motion  to 
the  4th  of  May. 

Sir  /.  Newport  was  surprised  to  hear 
any  apprehension  expressed  respecting  the 
probable  fate  of  that  bill  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  said  it  was  immate- 
rial whether  the  measure  was  postponed  or 
not,  as  he  doubted  whether  any  benefit 
would  result  from  it.  Those  who  were  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  business  of  the 
court  of  Chancery,  knew  right  well  that 
this  bill  was  made  use  of  as  a  tub  to  catch 
the  whale.  After  the  very  little  that  had^ 
been  done  heretofore,  he  hoped  hon.  mem- 
bers would  not  place  much  reliance  on  any 
promises  that  might  be  made  with  respect 
to  the  effect  of  this  bill  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  court. 

PeNRYN     ElECTIOIT  —  COHTMITMEKT 

OF  JoHiv  Stanburt.]  The  Speaker 
said,  he  had  to  acquaint  the  House  that 
the  serjeant-at-arms  had  taken  into  cus* 
tody  John  Stanbury.  Mr.  Wynn  moved 
"  That  the  order  of  the  House  of  yesterday, 
on  this  subject,  be  discharged."  The  clerk 
then  read  uie  order  of  the  House,  that  an 
Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  pray- 
ing him  to  issue  his  proclamation  for  the 
apprehension  of  John  Stanbury.  Tlie 
eraer  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Wytm  moved,  **  That  John  Stan-^ 
bury,  having  absconded  in  order  to  avoid 
being  taken  into  custody,  pursuant  to  the 
order  of  the  House,  be  for  the  said  offence 
committed  to  his  majesty's  gaol  of  New- 
gate, and  that  the  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrants  accordingly.'^ 

Mr.  Hume  thpught  that,  previously  to 
coming  to  any  such  resolution,  the  indi- 
vidual should  be  called  in,  and  heard',  if 
he  had  any  valid  excuse  to  ofier. 

Mr.  Wytm  said,  that  a  report  jof  an 
election  committee  had  already  declared, 
that  he  had  absconded  to  avoid  being 
served  with  a  process  to  attend  as  a  wit- 
ness before  that  committee ;  and  he  had 
again  absconded  to  avoid  being  taken 
i  into  custody.  There  was  a  precedent  for 
this  course  in  a  case  that  occurred  six  or 
seven  years  ago.  If  he  had  any  explana- 
tion to  offer,  the  regular  way  would  be  to 
do  so  by  petition. 

Mr.  Hunte  said,  that  the  evidence  on 
which  the  warrant  was  issued  wasierr  parie^ 
and  he  thought  an  opportunity  ou^t  to 
be  given  to  explain.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, press  his  objection. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

B2 
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pRxviLEOE.]  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wynn,  the  order  of  the  day  was  sead  for 
the  attendance  of  Mr.  French  and  Mr. 
Lambert  at  the  bar.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman suggested,  that,  as  a  charge  had 
been  made  against  Mr.  French,  that  gen- 
tleman should  be  first  called,  that  he  might 
Imre  an  opportunity  of  explaining.  Mr. 
Frendi  having  been  caUed  m. 

The  &9aAer  addressed  him  as  follows : 
*'  Mr.  rrenchy  I  have  to  acquaint  you, 
that  yesterday  a  petition  was  presented  to 
tiiis  House  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Lambert,  complaining  of  conduct  on  your 
part  towards  him  in  the  lobby  of  the 
House.  The  House  is  anxious  to  know 
whether  you  ha?e  any  observations  which 
you  wish  to  offer  to  its  consideration  with 
reference  to  this  subject  ?  *' 

Mr.  French  said,  that  some  of  his 
friends  had  already  informed  him  that 
he  had  said  that  which  was  considered 
ofiensive  to  the  House.  If  he  had  done 
so,  he  assured  the  House  that  he  was 
sorry  for  it,  and  that  it  was  under  the 
influence  of  very  strong  feeling.  Here 
the  hon.  gentleman  paused  for  a  moment, 
evidently  mudi  affected. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  said,  he  believed  the 
gentleman  at  tne  bar  did  not  fully  under- 
stand the  object  of  what  the  Speaker  had 
addressed  to  him.  The  olgect  was,  that 
he  should  state  the  (acts  as  thev  occurred 
lo  him  and  not  to  ofo  any  apology. 

Mr.  French  then  proceeded  for  a  few 
minutes,  but  not  a  word  of  what  he  said 
was  audible  in  the  gallery.  He  appeared 
to  be  wj  much  affectedi  and  at  last  was 
ttna|de  to  proceed. 

There  were  now  several  cms  of  ''  with- 
draw,'' and  the  Speaker  having  intimated 
to  Mr.  French  that  be  might  retire, 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that,  under  the  feelings 
which  the  gentleman  had  evinced  at  the 
bar,  he  hoped  it  would  be  deemed  that 
sufficient  had  now  been  done.  At  the 
same  time  he  trusted  that  what  had  been 
done  would  be  an  example  to  others,  that 
the  House  would,  upon  all  occasions,  be 
ready  to  extend  its  protection  equally  to 
•11  perrons  whom  it  mig^t  call  before  it  as 
witnesses.  He  then  moved,  **  That  Mr. 
Fiendi  and  Mr.  Lambert  be 
from  any  further  attendance." 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Coiiv  Laws.]    Mr.  C.  Grant  moved 
the  Older  ojF'  the  day  for  bringing  up  the 


Vam  Laws.  8' 

Report  of  the  Comditteiecn  the  Corn  Trade 
Acts.  On  the  question  that  the  report  t>e 
brought  up, 

.  Lord  Althorp  said,  that  a  mistake  had 
gone  abroad,  arising  out  of  a  misrepneaen-- 
tation  of  what  had  fallen  irom  him  during 
one  of  the  early  discussions  on  this  sub*' 
ject,  which  he  was  anxious  to  correct.  It 
wocdd  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House 
that  on  the  second  day  of  the  diacussioo, 
he  had  stated  that  he  was  happy  to  in- 
form the  House,  that,  at  the  last  market- 
day  in  Northakipton,  his  constituents  had- 
generally  expressed  themselves  in  favour  of 
Qie  propositions  of  ministers  with  respect 
to  the  Corn-laws.  This  was  what  he  had 
said;  but  he  had  been  represented  to 
have  stated,  that  at  a  meeting  of  his  const!-* 
tuents  at  Northampton  on  the  last  maiket- 
day,  they,  had  agreed  to  resolutions  ap- 
proving of  the  proposition  of  ministers  on 
those  laws.  This  he  had  not  said ;  for* 
nothing  of  the  kind  had  happened.  He 
had  only  stated  what  he  had  understood 
to  be  the  opinions  of  his  constituents  ; 
but  it  was  fair  to  state,  that  their  opinions 
on  the  propositions  of  ministers  had  since 
undeigone  a  change  on  this  subject,  be- 
cause, in  all  the  discussions  they  had  not 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  real  meritv 
of  the  question. 

Mr.  2>€»isan  wished  to  put  a. question 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  which  he  had 
asked  on  a  former  occasion,  but  which  had 
not  received  an  answer.  He  wished  to 
know,  whether  the  singular  anomaly  of 
taking  the  averages  in  the  Winchester 
measure,  and  hpying  and  selling  accord* 
ing  to  the  Imperial  measure,  were  still  to 
continue  ? 

Mr.  C  Grant  assured  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  that  his  not  having  answered  his 
question  proceeded  4rom  no  want  of  cour- 
tee^  to  him,  but  was  wholly  accidental* 
With  regard  to  the  measures,  the  Winches- 
ter measure  was  that  in  which  the  averages 
were  already  taken  by  the  existing  acts;  and, 
as  no  mention  was  made  of  any  other  mea- 
sure in  the  resolutions  before  the  House,  it 
would  of  course  continue. 

Mr.  Demson, — Ho  that  you  take  the 
averages  with  one  kind  of  measure,  and 
buv  and  sell  with  the  other. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Thompean  was  anxioos  lo 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
stFsage  anomaly  which  this  eomrsa  woukl 
involve.  In  Mark-lane  and  other  maricets 
ibt  imperial  measure  was  generally  used 
for  buying  and  selling  com.    Why,  he 
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aakedy  might  not  the  «am6  measure  hA 
uffid  for  all  the  other  parposes  connected 
with  this  trade  ?  If  it  made  the  difference 
of  the  iractioD  of  a  farthing  in  the  amount 
of  the  duties,  he  would  not  press  it ;  bat  as 
it  made  none,  he  hoped  that^  for  the  sake 
of  convenience  and  uniformity,  the  one 
measure  would  be  adopted  in  ail  cases. 
*  The  ChoMceUor  of  the  Exchequer  begged 
to  remind  hon.  gentlemen,  tnat  it  was 
impossible,  from  the  prescribed  forms  of 
the  House,  that  any  alteration  could  be 
made  in  die  measure  at  its  present  stage. 
It  was  IB  the  committee  that  any  propo- 
sition to  that  effect  must  be  originated. 
Any  discussion,  therefore,  upon  that 
pbint,  must  at  present  be  premature  and 
irregular. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  that  the  law  ought 
not  to  be  framed  on  the  Wmchester  mea- 
fure,  whilst  the  averages  were  to  be  calcu- 
lated by  the  Imperial  measure,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  lead  to  infinite  confusion  and 
inconvenience.  He  repeated  the  recom- 
menfiation  which  he  had  sug^ted  on  a 
jformer  night;  namely,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  raise  the  standard  price  to  62s, 
and  use  the  Imperial  measure,  than  to 
leave  it  as  it  now  wias  at  60$.,  and  use  the 
Winchester  measure* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  denied 
that  any  inconvenience  would  arise  from 
the  system  embraced  by  the  resolutions. 
As  a  proof  of  what  he  said,  he  referred  to 
what  had  occurred  since  the  issuing  of  the 
orders  in  council  of  the  1st  of  September 
last.  Since  that  time  a  million  of  quar- 
ters had  been  imported,  and  the  practical 
men  had  felt  no  inconvenience  from 
calculating  the  duty  upon  it  by  the  old 
^Queasure. 

Mr.  Calcraft  contended,  that  the  in- 
convenience of  the  system  would  be  felt 
in  the  h<nne  and  not  m  the  foreign  trade. 
He  thought  that  it  would  be  best  to  revert  to 
the  Winchester  measure.  If  the  standard 
were  taken  by  the  Imperial  measure  at 
62t.,  it  would  be  oonsiaeredin  the  coun- 
try as  an  additional  boon  of  two  shillings 
granted  to  the  landed  bterest. 

Sir  0.  Ciark  differed  from  the  hon. 
member  for  Wareham,  upon  the  question 
of  making  62s.  the  standard  price  on 
which  the  averages  ought  to  be  calculated. 
jf  the  act  of  padiament  distinctly  stated 
the  object  of  the  advance  of  2i.,  he  was* 
Mue  tne  people  would  never  mistake  it. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  adhere  to 
4^e  Imperial  measure^  as  it  would  save 


them  from  the  confusioa  created  by  fre- 
quent changes.  The  hon.  baronet  went 
on  to  mak  of  the  very  great  confusion 
that  had  existed  with  r^^^  ^  measures^ 
before  the  act  for  the  Imperial  measure 
was  passed,  and  of  the  advantage  which 
had  been  gained  by  regulating  vs^  stand- 
ard. If  any  other  measure  than  the  Im* 
perial  was  in  any  way  recognized  in  an  act 
of  parliament,  it  would  operate  as  a  virtual 
repeal  of  the  act  which  had  introduced  it. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  see  such  an  event 
take  place.  To  avoid  such  an  evil,  he 
should  prefer  adopting  the  proposition 
for  an  advance  of  2s,  on  t^^e  calculations 
made  on  the  Imperial  mea$|iie ;  which  he 
anxiously  wished  to  presenre. 

Mr.  Davies  OUbert  also  made  some 
observations  on  the  confused  state  in  which 
the  commissioners  had  found  the  measures 
in  the  Exchequer.  He  agreed  that  no 
inconvenience  might  arise  from  departing 
from  it  among  merchants  who  had  large 
dealings ;  but  he  was  afraid  tliat  incon- 
venience would  arise  among  uninformed 
persons,  who  were  not  so  well  able  to 
calculate  the  difference  between  the  Im- 
perial and  the  Winchester  measure.  He 
thoueht  that  62s,  should  be  fixed  as  die 
standard  from  which  the  duties  rose  and  * 
fell,  and  that  the  Imperial  measure  alone 
ought  to  be  used.  Besides,  after  the  com- 
munications which  had  been  made  to 
foreign  governments  of  the  alterations 
we  had  introduced  into  our  measures,  and 
after  the  declarations  which  some  of  them 
had  made  of  their  willingness  to  adopt 
measures  in  uniformity  with  our  own,  no 
thought  that  we  oug^t  to  adhere  to  the 
Imperial  measure. 

Mr.  C.  Grop^  thought  that  no  practical 
inconvenience  would  arise  from  adopting 
the  system  maiked  out  in  the  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Baring  expressed  his  determination 
of  taking  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
suggestion  which  he  had  thrown  out,  on 
the  very  first  opportunity  which  the  forma 
of  the  House  would  allow  him.  The  hon* 
member  insisted  very  strongly  on  the  grose 
inconsistency  of  calculating  the  duty  upon 
pne  measure,  and  the  price  upon  another. 

Sir  /.  Sebright  said,  that,  if  calculations 
were  made  upon  the  Winchester  bushel, 
the  cominon  people  would  think  that  the 
Imperial  measure  was  abandoned.  He 
wisned  an  uniformity  of  measures  to'  be 
established  throughout  the  country,  and 
prefenel  4he  Imperial  to  the  Winchester 
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measure,  as  it  was  calculated  on  a  more 
clear  and  intelligent  principle. 
•    The  report  was  brought  up.     On  tbe 
question  that  it  be  read, 

Sir  J.  Wrottesley  remarked  upon  the 
fnconvenience  arising  in  his  neighbourhood 
•from  the  confusion  of  the  measures.  He 
was  obliged  to  sell  by  the  Winchester 
bushel  of  thirty-two  quarts,  and  bought  in 
one  market  town  at  the  rate  of  thirty-six 
quarts,  in  another  at  the  rate  of  thirty- 
eight  quarts,  and  in  another  at  the  rate 
of  forty  quarts. 

f  Mr.  Warburton  recommended,  that  the 
averages  should  be  calculated  not  by  the 
old,  but  by  the  scale  of  the  Imperial  mea- 
sure. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  if  an  alteration  was  made  in  one 
instance,  it  would  be  necessary  that  it 
should  be  pursued  with  respect  to  every 
species  of  grain.  The  calculations  now 
biefore  the  House  were  made,  bona  Jide, 
according  to  the  Winchester  bushel ;  and 
an  alteration  of  them  would  induce  the 
inconvenience  of  a  fraction.  This  would 
create  very  considerable  difficulty  to  those 
concerned  in  the  com  trade ;  because,  to 
maintain  the  relative  proportion,  in  the 
first  instance,  they  would  nave  to  reckon 
not  \i.  but  I5.  and  the  thirty-second  part 
of  a  shilling.  If  they  altered  the  propor- 
tions, it  would  take  a  pretty  considerable 
time  before  the  measure  was  completed. 

Mr.  2>.  Gilbert  said,  that  the  fraction 
might,  when  grain  was  at  a  high  price,  be 
allowed  to  the  importer,  and  when  at  a  low 
price,  to  the  grower. 

Lord  John  Russell  did  not  thmk  there 
wa9  any  mi^ic  in  the  numbers  sixty  and 
twenty,  which  should  induce  the  ri^ht 
hon.  eentleman  to  adhere  to  them,  which 
would  be  the  means  of  continuing  the  old 
standard,  when  a  new  one  had  been  pro- 
tided.  It  would  be  better  to  go  through 
the  calculations,  and  to  make  the  Imperial 
measure  the  general  standard.  It  was  the 
measure  recogniied  by  the  legislature, 
and'  it  would  be  wrong  to  call  on  the 
country  to  adopt  the  old  measure,  after  it 
had  been,  in  a  great  degree,  given  up. 

Sir  (?.  Clerk  thought  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  adopting  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Bodmm.  There 
would  then,  when  wheat  was  above  60s., 
be  a  small  fraction  in  favour  of  the  im- 
porter;  and  when  below  60s.,  a  fraction 
against  the  importer,  tmd  in  favour  of  the 
home-grower. 
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Mr.  C.  Orant  consented,  as  he  saw 
there  was  a  feeling  in  the  House  in  favour 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Imperial  measure^ 
to  have  the  Resolutions  recommitted. 

The  Resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  re* 
committed  on  Monday. 

Protestant  Dissenters — Test  and 
Corporation  Acts.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  commitment  of  the  Annual 
Indemnity  bill, 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  before  the  Speaker  left 
the  Chair,  observed,  that  he  should  not 
oppose  the  bill,  though  he  considered  this 
annual  measure  as  an  instrument  of  great 
injustice  to  the  Protestant  Dissenters,  of 
which  body  he  was  himself  one.  For  that 
reason,  he  was  unable  to  hold  any  office^ 
however  insignificant,  under  the  Crown, 
or  to  sit  as  a  magistrate  in  any  corporation^ 
without  violating  his  conscience.  This 
was  an  exclusion  hard,  unjust,  and  un- 
necessary ;  and  when  he  complained  of  it, 
he  was  told  that  he  found  his  relief  front 
all  his  grievances  in  this  bill  of  Indemnity. 
This  bill  was  the  stalking  horse,  by  means 
of  which  the  Test  and  Corporation  acts 
had  been  continued  in  existence  for  a 
century.  If  this  bill  had  not  been  passed 
yearly,  both  those  oppressive  acts  must 
long  ago  have  been  repealed. 

Mr.  D,  W.  Harvey  said,  he  could  not 
conceal  his  astonishment  at  the  contrast 
which  marked  this  bill,  and  the  course 
pursued,  as  it  regards  the  Catholic  claims. 
For  nearly  forty  years  the  Indemnity  bill, 
which  he  characterized  as  a  measure  of  the 
most  barbarous  legislation,  had  been  al- 
lowed to  steal  silently  through  the  House, 
without  provoking  a  syllable  in  explanation 
of  its  objects,  or  in  justification  of  the  c6n- 
tinuance  of  those  penalties  against  which 
it  professes  to  be  a  security*  While  th^ 
claims  of  the  Catholics  are  urged,  year 
after  year,  with  the  vehemence  of  party, 
enlisting  in  their  support  the  mightiest 
powers  of  energy  and  eloquence ;  the  real 
and  substantial  claims  of  the  Protestant 
Dissenters,  whose  claims  are  fouuded  in 
the  immutable  principles  of  the  rights  of 
conscience,  and  the  inviolability  of  private 
judgment,  are  entirely  disregarded.  It 
was  both  false  in  fact,  and  injurious  in  its 
influence,  to  confound  Catholic  concessions 
^with  religious  freedom ;  they  had  no  con- 
nexion with  that  hallowed  feeling.  The 
claims  of  the  Catholics  rested  altogether 
on  the  policy  and  expediency  of  them,  and 
were  remote  from  any  sentiment  connected 
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vrith  idigtooa  freedom.  Nothing  could 
be  more  opposed  to  correct  sentimeDt  than 
such  an  union ;  and .  it  was  from  this  fact 
that  the  Dissenters  were  chiefly  led  to 
view  all  concessions  to  Catholics  with  well- 
grounded  apprehension.  For  it  was  a 
peculiar  property  of  the  papal  faith,  that 
Its  articles  and  canons  were  in  all  times 
and  circumstances  unchangeable ;  and 
though  persecution  might  assume  in  dif- 
ferent ages  various  shades,  still  exclusion 
of  all  ecclesiastical  rivalry,  and  the  sap- 
pression  of  sectarianism,  formed  the  basis 
of  that  uncongenial  faith.  It  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  it  was  owing  entirely 
to  the  heroic  and  manly  sacrifices  of  our 
non-conforming  forefathers,  that  we  were 
indebted  for  the  great  blessings  of  the 
Protestant  ascendancy.  Had  not  the 
Dissenters  consented  to  the  thraldom  im- 
posed by  the  Test  and  Corporation  acts, 
the  Catholics  in  tlie  reign  of  Charles  must 
have  been  ascendant  in  the  cabinet  and 
the  field;  and  it  would  be  the  greatest 
stigma  on  the  Dissenters,  and  a  reproach 
to  the  pariiament,  were  the  Catholic  claims 
conceded  before  the  Dissenters  were  eman- 
cipated ;  and,  for  one,  he  should  never  be 
inclined  to  countenance  the  one,  until  the 
other  was  secured.  He  was  bound  to  look 
at  the  conduct  of  parties  in  that  House 
with  extreme  jealousy;  as  nearly  forty 
years  had  been  allowed  to  pass  away 
without  an  effort  in  favour  of  the  Dis- 
senters. Honourable  members  might  urge 
the  millions  who  profess  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion, and  the  Dissenters  might  also  recur 
to  their  numerical  strength,  did  not  their 
pretensions  stand  on  the  higher  and  better 
grounds  of  moral  excellence,  pure  devotion, 
«nd  a  steady  attachment  to  the  civil  rights 
of  the  people.  What  could  be  more  pre- 
posterous or  unjust  than  that  two  millions 
of  well-informed  persons  should  be  pre- 
cluded by  law  from  filling  stations  in  the 
corporate  towns  where  they  had  earned 
and  generously  expended  their  fortunes, 
and  whose  municipal  functions  they  are 
so  well  able,  from  education  and  character, 
to  uphold  and  adorn  ?  He  trusted,  there- 
fore, that  some  sincere  and  speedy  effort 
would  be  made  to  rescue  the  Dissenters, 
and  the  country,  from  one  common  charge 
of  inhumanity  and  injustice.  When  he 
contemplated  the  peaceful  tenor  of  their 
t^ondttct,  the  sobriety  and  virtue  of  their 
lives,  their  cheerful  and  generous  support 
of  every  object  of  utiHty  or  benevolence, 
«Qd  contiasted  them,  the  Protestant  Dis« 
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senters,  with  the  turbulent  and  factious, 
and  oftentimes  seditious,  harangues  and 
movements  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
who  urged  their  members  to  terrify  parlia- 
ment into  submission,  on  the  pretence  that 
giving  seats  in  the  senate  to  the  famished 
crowds  of  that  country,  would  relieve  and 
remove  all  difficulties,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
trace  the  wisdom  of  the  statesman,  or  the 
calm  reflection  of  philosophy.  And  the 
evil  was  the  more  palpable,  because  the 
Dissenters  of  Ireland  were  actually  allowed 
to  hold  corporate  offices,  while  they  were 
guarded  by  penalties  and  proscription  in 
this  country.  It  had  been  said,  that  the 
Dissenters  were  generally  unfavourable  to 
the  Catholic  claims.  He  believed  they 
were;  and  he  had  generally  found  that 
those  amongst  them  who  best  understood 
the  subject,  and  were  the  most  deeply  im- 
bued with  the  spirit  of  religious  liberty, 
and  sensible  of  its  blessings,  were  the  most 
alive  in  their  apprehensions  on  the  subject. 
For  they  found  it  difficult  to  reconcile  the 
security  of  spiritual  freedom,  with  the 
bonda^  and  superstition  of  Catholic 
dominion. 

Lord  John  Russell  rose  to  defend  him- 
self and  the  great  portion  of  his  friends 
from  the  imputation  made  upon  them  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  resumed 
his  seat — namely,  that,  for  the  purposes 
of  party,  they  brought  forward  the  a  uestion 
of  Catholic  emancipation,  while  they  did 
not  equally  insist  on  the  restoration  of 
freedom  to  the  Protestant  Dissenters.  He 
was  ready  to  declare,  for  himself,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  great  body  of  his  friends, 
that,  on  the  principle  of  general  religious 
liberty,  without  any  compromise  or  ex- 
ception in  favour  of  any  one  sect,  he  would 
give  his  support  to  any  question  that  might 
come  before  the  House.  He  would  further 
state,  that,  on  the  subject  of  the  Test  and 
Corporation  acts,  some  very  respectable 
persons,  Protestant  Dissenters,  had  applied 
to  him — an  humble  individual,  undoubt- 
edly, in  that  House— 'to  bring  it  forward. 
He  was  asked,  whether  he  was  ready  to 
move  the  repeal  of  those  acts  ?  He  an- 
swered, that  undoubtedly  he  would ;  but 
he  added,  that  it  was  a  question  for  them 
to  consider  what  was  the  proper  time  for 
that  purpose,  and  in  whose  hands  they 
would  place  it.  A  noble  friend  of  his,  in 
the  other  House,  had,  in  like  manner, 
always  stated  his  readiness  to  bring  forward 
the  question,  when  the  aggrieved  body 
deemed  it  expedient  and  politic  to  have  it 
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discusaed;  Hm  hon.  friend,  the  member 
for  Norwich,  could  testify  to  that  fact. 
Hamg  giyen  those  assurances,  why  were 
they  to  be  taunted  with  party  designs,  and 
factious  views,  in  bringing  forward  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  ?  What  interest 
had  thej  bat  in  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  empire  ?  Yet  it  was  urged  as  a  charge 
against  them,  that  they  brought  forward 
the  question,  which,  having  the  name 
Popery  attached  to  it,  was  exposed  to  pre- 
judice ;  while,  it  was  said,  they  neglected 
the  cause  of  the  Protestant  Dissenters, 
against  which  the  same  prejudice  did  not 
exist.  What  reason  could  they  have  for 
following  the  course  imputed  to  them? 
They  could  brmg  forward  the  claims  of 
the  Dissenters  at  anj  time,  without  ex- 
citing any  angry  feelmg,  or  reviving  any 
ancient  prejudices ;  but  there  were  not  the 
same  urgent  reasons  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Catholics.  The  tests  exacted  by  law  from 
the  Dissenters  against  the  national  religion, 
he  was  free  to  admit,  were  the  most  ab- 
surd, the  most  odious,  and  the  most  dis- 
gusting, that  were  exacted  by  any  legis- 
fature.  "One  instance  he  would  cite^—^at 
of  requiring  them  to  take  the  sacrament 
against  every  feeling  of  their  conscience, 
which,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  declare  at 
once  an  act  of  mistaken  policy,  and  a  pro- 
fanation of  religion  itself.  Yet,  he  would 
say,  that  the  grievances  of  the  Protestant 
Dissenteris  were  not  practically  so  great  as 
those  of  the  Catholics,  The  proof  of  this 
fact  was  before  him.  All  tne  Catholics 
in  the  kingdom  were  excluded  from  parlia- 
ment ;  while  his  hon.  iriend,  the  member 
for  Norwich,  was  able,  though  a  Dissenter, 
to  take  his  seat.  The  law,  indeed,  was 
founded  on  principles  of  persecution,  but 
the  annual  bill  of  Indemnity,  m  fact,  gave 
that  relief  to  the  Protestant  Dissenters 
which  was  denied  to  the  Catholics. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  said,  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester,  had  put  the  saddle 
on  the  wrong  horse.  The  reason  why  the 
claims  of  the  Dissenters  had  not  been  dis- 
cussed was,  that  they  had  not  asked  for 
relief.  If  they  had  been  practically  ex- 
cluded from  the  pale  of  the  constitution, 
there  would  have  been  as  many  petitions 
from  them  as  from  the  CatboUcs.  He  con- 
fessed, however,  that  he  thought  it  un- 
generous in  the  Dissenters  to  withdraw 
their  auxiliary  support  from  the  Catholics. 
The  main  body  of  the  Dissenters  were 
certainly  more  opposed  to  the  Catholic 
claims   than  even   the  members  of  th^ 
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established  Church.  The  exceptions,  he 
knew,  were  many  and  honourabte;  bat  he 
believed  he  had  spoken  correctly  of  the 
great  body.  On  the  other  hand,  that  what 
he  called  the  government  opposition  to  the 
Catholic  claims  rested  not  so  much  on 
the  fear  of  the  admission  of  Catholics 
to  that  House,  as  on  the  fear  that  the  con- 
cession to  the  Dissenters  of  all  their,  rights 
and  privileges  would  be  a  necessary  oon- 
sequence  of  the  emancipation  to  tho 
Catholics. 

Mr.  Van  Homrigk  addressed  the 
Speaker,  but  the  impatience  of  the  House 
rendered  him  inaudible.  He  complained 
of  this  inattention.  He  remarked,  that  be 
might  have  made  a  few  observationii  to  the 
House  before,  but  this  was  the  first  time 
he  had  formally  addressed  them.  He  was 
£ure,  more  loyal  subjects  than  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  could  not  be  found,  and 
they  had  been  so  from  the  earliest  days  of 
antiquity.  At  the  time  of  the  Revolution 
they  had  sworn  allegiance  to  a  king  to 
whom  they  faithfully  adhered.  It  had 
been  his  fortune  to  see. the  descendants  of 
those  men  who  fought  at  the  memorable 
iMittle  of  the  Boyne,  collected  together  on 
the  same  spot,  to  offer  the  demonstrations 
of  loval  attaclunent  to  their  present  king ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  his  majesty  would,  if 
he  were  asked  the  question,  be  ready  to 
declare  that  a  more  loyal  body  of  men  than 
his  Irish  Catholic  subjects  did  not  exist 
It  was  quite  ridiculous  to  sojr  that  the 
Catholics  were  not  worse  off  than  the 
ProtestantDissenters.  Letthembe  placed  on 
the  same  footing — let  them  have  an  annutd 
Indemnity  bill  likewise,  and  diey  would  ask 
no  more.  The  true  way  to  judge  of  the 
Catholic,  at  least  the  way  he  judged  of 
them,  was  by  his  own  feelings.  **  If  I  were 
a  Catholic,"  concluded  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, ''  I  declare  I  would  never  be  satisfied 
until  I  had  completely  succeeded  in  vindi- 
cating my  daim  to  equal  rights  with  the 
rest  of  my  fellow-subjects.'' 

Mr.  Warburtan  reminded  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester,  that  the  removal 
of  disabilities  from  one  class  of  subjects, 
did  not  necessarily  imply  the  propriety  of 
removing  similar  disqualifications  mm 
another  class. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  trusted  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester's  representation  of 
the  Dissenters  would  not  be  taken  as  a 
just  or  fair  view  of  them.  He  was  willing 
to  believe  the  statement  of  the  gallant 
member  for  Sou^wafk,  as  far  as  it  was  the 
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j«inlt  of  his  own  obsenration ;  but  he  must 
deny  such  to  be  a  fair  representation  of 
tbe.feelings  of  the  Dissenters.  He  thought 
they  felt  too  much  for  the  cause  of  civil  and 
religious  libexty,  not  to  wish  that  the  cause 
of  Catholic  emancipation  should  succeed. 

Mr.  Humey  seeing  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary for  the  Home  Department,  very 
attentive  to  the  debate,  wished  to  put  a 
question  to  that  right  hon.  gentleman, 
for  whose  sincerity  he  had  the  highest 
respect.  In  the  course  of  the  late 
fdiscussion  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated,  that  he  was  a  sincere  friend  of 
toleration  and  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
and  that  he  was  willing  to  concede  every 
thing,  save  and  except  political  power, 
^ow,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  aware 
that  the  Test  and  Corporation  -  acts  were 
repealed  in  Ireland,  and  that  Protestant 
Dissenters  were  permitted  to  sit  in  that 
House.  He  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  whether  he  would  give  his  sup- 
port to  a  bill  for  annulling  those  tests  al- 
together? 

Mr.  Secretery  Peel  said,  he  thought  it 

•rather  hard  that  he  should  be  punished 

with  a  question,  because  he  happened  to 

be  paying,  attention  to  the  debate.    In  the 

.first  place,  he  would  say,  in  answer  to  the 

•question  put  by  the  hon.  member,  that 

durine  the  debate  upon  the  Catholic  claims, 

he  had  not  said  one  word  on  the  subject 

of  the  Protestant  Dissenters.    What  he 

.had  said  upon  that  occasion  applied  to 

.Roman  Catholics,  and  was  to  this  effect, 

that  he.  would  resist  any  measure  for  givix^ 

them  political  power,  but  that  he  was 

.willing  to  admit  persons  of  that  belief  to 

the  eiyoyment  of  all  the  privileges  to  which 

the  law  entitled  them ;   and  that  in  such 

cases,   he    would    ipake    no   distinction 

.between  them  and  Protestants,  each  having 

equal  qualifications  as  to  moral  character, 

and  professional  skill.    He  did  not  think 

it  necessarr  af  present,  to  say  a  word 

•respecting  nis  opinion  of  the  tests,  as  they 

.affected  Protestant  Dissenters — sufiicient, 

.  for  the  day  was  the  vote  thereof ;  and  that 

evening  he  intended  to  vote  for  the  bill, 

which  he  looked  upon  as  a  measure  of 

relief.    He  could  not  agree  in  what  had 

fidlenfrom  the  hon.  memOer  for  South- 

wark,  that  a  measure  of  relief  ought  not 

to  be  granted  to  the  Dissenters,  because 

.they  luid  not  presented  petitions  in  favour 

of  the  Roman  Catholics.  Such  a  ground 

for  refusing  to  afford  the  Dissenters  relief, 
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appeared  to  him  to  be  the  most  extraor- 
dmary  that  could  be  assumed..  His  reason 
for  not  entering  into  the  general  question, 
whether  or  not  the  Test  and  Corporation 
acts  ought  to  be  repealed,  was  two-ibld : 
first,  because  no  notice  had  been  given  of 
the  intention  of  any  hon.  member  to  dis- 
cuss  that  question  in  any  stege  of  this  bill ; 
and  secondly,  because  it  appeared  to  be 
the  disposition  of  the  House,  to  concur  in 
this  measure  without  discussion ;  the  more 
particularly,  as  it  was  understood  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site, to  bring  the  general  measure  under 
the  notice  of  the  House,  in  a  distinct  and 
separate  shape.  When  that  should  be  the 
case,  he  would  be  ready  to  state  his 
opinions  upon  that  question,  but  until  then 
he  should  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the 
question  put  by  the  hon.  member. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Harvey  said,  that  as  the 
hon.  member  for  Bridport  had  made 
some  allusions  to  his  constituents,  he  must 
begleave  to  offer  >i  few  observations.  The 
greater  part  of  his  constituents  were  Pro- 
testant Dissenters ;  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  not  only  they,  but  the  great  body  of 
Protestant  Dissenters  in  England  were 
opposed  to  the  Roman  Catholic  claims, 
from  a  firm  conviction  that  the  conceding 
of  those  claims,  would  be  injurious  to  civd 
and  religious  liberty.  Whoever  cast  his 
mind  back  to  what  took  .place  when  those 
acte  were  passed,  would  find  that  the  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  of  that  day,  had  placed 
themselves  under  the  thraldom  of  those 
acts,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  to  the 
country  the  benefits  of  Protestant  princi- 
ples and  Protestant  liberality ;  and,  at  that 
period,  it  was  understood,  that  the  Dis- 
senters were  to  be  relieved,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  from  the  operation  of  Uiose  acts. 
Among  those  of  the  Protestant  Dissenters, 
who  opposed  the  Catholic  claims  upon  the 
ground  already  stated,  were  to  be  found 
men  whose  eeneral  information  was  such 
as  entitled  tneir  opinions  upon  such  sub- 
jects, to  considerable  respect. 

Sir  R*  Wilson^  in  explanation,  observed, 
that  what  he  had  said  had  been  misun- 
derstood by  the  right  hon.  Secretary. 
What  he  had  said,  and  what  he  now  re- 
peated, was,  that  the  Protestant  Dis- 
senters were  satisfied  to  remain  in  an  in- 
ferior situation,  provided,  by  doing  so,  they 
Could  prevent  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow* 
subjects  from  emoying  the  privileges  of  the 
constitution.  Of  the  minority  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  upon  the  lat^ 
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discussion  of  the  Catholic  claims,  hecouM 
aot  help  saying,  that  the  members  who 
composed  it  had  given  the  most  disinterest- 
ed votes  that  had  ever  been  given  in  that, 
or  any  other  parliament;  because,  by 
voting  in  support  of  the  late  measure,  they 
had  excluded  themselves  from  all  the 
advantages  which,  in  all  probability,  would 
result  from  voting  the  other  way. 

Lord  RancliffCf  in  answer  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  member  for  Colchester, 
must  say,  that  among  his  constituents, 
whom  he  had  now  represented  in  three 
parliaments,  there  were  many  Protestant 
Dissenters  who  had  given  him  their  votes 
upon  the  ground,  that  he  was  the  friend 
of  religious  liberty  to  the  fullest  extent. 
No  question  had  ever  been  put  to  him  by 
any  of  his  constituents,  as  to  the  vote  which 
he  intended  to  give  upon  the  Catholic 
question ;  and,  he  would  say,  that  he  had, 
by  his  vote  in  support  of  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  the  member  for  Westminster, 
supported  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty. 

Lord  /.  Russell  said,  he  had  a  decided 
opinion  upon  the  Test  and  Corporation 
acts,  and  should  bring  forward  a  motion 
upon  those  acts,  if  the  Protestant  Dis- 
senters should  think  it  to  their  interest 
that  he  should  do  so ;  but,  otherwise,  he 
did  not  intend  to  make  any  motion  upon 
the  subject. 

The  bill  then  went  through  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Spring-Guns  Bill.]  Mr.  Tewtyson 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  upon  the  bill  for 
prohibiting  the  use  of  Spring  Guns. 
Having,  he  said,  on  former  occasions, 
stated  the  grounds  upon  which  he  had 
recommend^  this  measure  to  parliament, 
he  should  not  now  enter  into  an  elaborate  ex- 
position of  the  principle,  or  dwell  upon  the 
mischiefs  ensuing  from  the  practice,  against 
which  the  bill  was  directed.  Those  mis- 
chiefs were  perfectly  notorious.  Since  the 
last  discussion  on  this  subject,  a  multitude 
of  dreadful  accidents  had  occurred.  He 
concluded  that  the  object  of  those  who 
set  Spring-guns  was  to  destroy  and  maim 
mischievous  trespassers — ^but  he  could  not 
accommodate  tha  patrons  of  these  ma- 
chines by  stating,  that  even  in  one  of 
•those  instances  this  end  had  been  an- 
swered; for  the  death  or  mutilation  in- 
flicted in  all  the  cases  which  had  come  to 
his  knowledge,  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  in- 
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nocent  individuals.  But  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  insist  on  that  which  was  the  known 
result  of  the  practice :  the  House  had 
merely  to  consider,  whether  these  honors 
ought  longer  to  be  endured,  or  should 
straiglitway  be  put  down.  It  was  matter 
of  new  astonishment  to  him,  every  time  he 
reflected  upon  the  subject,  that  in  a  coun- 
try blessed  with  an  organised  system  of 
law  and  jurisprudence,  there  should  exist 
such  a  practice,  or  any  necessity  for  argu- 
ment respecting  it.  It  would  be  a  strange 
anomaly,  if,  in  such  a  country,  a  man 
should  be  allowed,  upon  his  own  authority, 
to  seize  upon  an  offender  within  his  own 
domains,  and  sitting  in  judgment  in  his 
own  case,  subject  him  to  the  punishment 
which  the  public  law  of  the  country  had 
annexed  to  the  offence  i  but  yet,  suppos- 
ing that  to  be  warranted,  there  would,  in 
the  case  supposed,. be  a  specific  indiiridual 
accused,  a  hearing,  an  examination  of  tes- 
timony, a  deliberation,  a  conviction,  a 
judgment,  and  an  execution,  all  in  orderly 
sequence,  and  the  punishment  would  be 
that  which  the  law  had  proportioned  to 
the  crime.  But,  in  the  case  of  a  Spring- 
gun,  the  cosft^are  preceded,  and  frequently 
superseded,  the  audxre.  The  punishment 
was  not  addressed  to  a  crime,  but  to  a 
civil  injury,  a  mere  trespass,  for  which,  in 
most  cases,  the  injury  being  nominal,  more 
than  a  farthing  would  scarcely  be  given  as 
damages.  Neither  was  the  punishment 
applied  to  a  specific  trespasser,  but  to  any 
person,  trespasser  or  not,  who  might  hap- 
pen to  be  walking  in  that  direction,  to 
meet  the  possibility,  that  such  person 
might  be  an  individual  actuated  by  some 
lawless  intent.  Again,  as  there  was  nei- 
ther crime  nor  culprit,  so  neither  was 
there  hearing,  inquiry,  or  deliberation ; 
they  were  identified  with  the  judgment 
and  the  execotton  by  the  summary  dis- 
charge of  the  indiscriminating  machine 
employed,  which,  to  complete  the  anomaly, 
administered  as  a  punishment  the  arbi- 
trary and  unmeasured  infliction  of  the 
party  upon  whom  the  trespass  was  com- 
mitted. Of  course,  a  gentleman  who 
should  deal  justice  in  this  way  to  his 
neighbours  by  the  simple  old  fashioned 
process  of  a  pistol  discharged  by  his  own 
hand,  or  that  of  an  intelligent  deputy, 
would  himself  be  dealt  with,  at  the  next 
assizes  for  his  county,  by  the  common 
hangman.  But,  if  this  measure  were  re- 
jected, he  hoped  some  member  with  more 
mfluence  than  himself  would  move  for  a 
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bill  to  remit  tho  panishment  of  death, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  declare  lawful,  all 
regular,  well-considered  and  deliberate 
murders,  committed  by  esquires  and  gen- 
tlemen of  note  upon  poachers  and  others, 
being  wilful  and  mischievous  trespassers 
on  their  property.  Thus  we  should  at 
least  escape  from  the  evil  of  which  he 
chiefly  complained — ^the  slaughter  and 
mutilation  of  individuals  perfectly  inno- 
cent. At  least,  the  punishment  would 
then  be  inflicted  on  the  real  trespasser; 
and,  although  it  might  be  a  visitation 
somewhat  harder  than  the  laws  had  yet 
sanctioned  for  trespassers,  even  in  pursuit 
of  game,  still  we  should  at  length  know 
what  we  were  about.  Seriously,  he  would 
ask,  whether  it  would  not,  in  fact,  be  bet- 
ter to  invest  a  being  endowed  with  powers 
of  discrimination  with  an  authority  of  this 
description,  than  to  leave  the  matter  to 
these  irresponsible  and  undistinguish- 
ing  engines  ?  or,  would  it  not  be  more  ex- 
pedient at  once  to  denounce  the  pursuit 
of  game  upon  another  man's  land  as  a 
crime,  and  attach  to  it  even  the  punish- 
ment of  death  or  mutilation,  to  be  inflicted 
in  the  ordinaiy  course  of  justice,  than  to 
attain  the  end  of  so  punishing  it  in  this 
underhand,  uncertain,  and,  in  every  way, 
objectionable  manner.  The  truth  was, 
that  the  use  of  these  machines  enabled 
lords  of  manors  to  deal  with  poaching  as 
a  capital  offence ;  and  while  we  declaimed 
against  the  old  laws  of  France  and  other 
countries  on  the  subject  of  their  Game- 
laws,  we  must  perceive  that  the  feudal  no- 
bility there  had  nothing  in  comparison 
with  this  privilege.  He  was  ashamed  to 
say  that  it  was  a  practice  peculiar  to  this 
country.  The  rankest  weeds  were  some- 
times found  on  the  richest  soil,  but,  if 
suffered  to  remain,  they  became  ruinous 
to  its  wholesome  produce.  Did  our 
boasted  code  require  such  an  auxiliary 
as  Spring-guns — ^an  auxiliary  which  must 
tend  to  exasperate  and  brutalize  the  peo- 
ple ?  If  certain  gendemen  thought  pro- 
per to  congregate  large  quantities  of  game, 
this  was  a  self-indulgence,  a  mere  luxury. 
Was  a  self-induleence,  a  private  luxury, 
in  which  the  public  did  not  at  all  partici- 
pate, to  be  proteclsed  at  this  rate  ?  Was 
an  idle  fancy  to  be  defended  at  such  an 
expense  of  blood  and  principle — at  the 
tost  of  the  lives  and' limbs  of  a  consider- 
able number  of  his  majesty's  subjects  an- 
kually,  and  those  not  the  individuals  ac- 
tually   guilty  c^  interfering  with    these 


amusements  ?  Oh — ^but  gentlemen  would 
quit  the  country  if  they  were  not  permit'*' 
ted  to  preserve  game  after  their  own 
fashion !  Yet,  gentlemen  of  fortune  and 
devoted  sportsmen  appeared  to  live  hap- 
pily in  those  districts  where  Spring- 
guns  were  not  used.  Neither  did  lord 
Suffield,  or  Mr.  Coke,  who  refused  to  em- 
ploy them,  quit  the  country ;  indeed, 
their  estates  had  the  reputation  of  being 
better  stocked  with  game  than  any  other 
in  the  kingdom.  But,  if  there  were  gen- 
tlemen who  would  run  away  unless  they 
w«re  allowed  this  indulgence,  such  gentle- 
men could  not  too  soon  take  their  depar- 
ture, for  they  must  be  nuisances  to  any 
country  in  which  they  resided.  In  his 
judgment,  the  man  who  would  deliberately 
expose  his  fellow-creature  to  death  or  mu- 
tilation for  the  object  of  increasing  his 
breed  of  pheasants,  disgraced  the  high 
character  of  an  English  country  gentleman. 
When  he  pictured  to  himself  a  game-pre- 
serving 'squire — one  of  these  anthropo- 
phagi, sitting  in  his  hall,  surrounded,  like 
an  Ogre,  by  death-dealing  machines,  so 
arranged  upon  his  territories  as  to  spring 
upon  and  kill,  or  maim  any  one,  whatever 
his  purpose,  who  might  unwarily  approach, 
and  thus  setting  the  laws  of  God  and  the 
feelings  of  manJiind  equally  at  deflance— • 
he  could  not  avoid  thinking  that  such  a 
being  entered  into  the  class  of  a  demon, 
and  deserved  the  execration  of  his  species. 
It  appeared  that  Spring-guns  furnished  a 
cheaper  mode  of  preserving  game  than 
that  number  of  gamekeepers  and  assistants 
required  by  lords  of  manors  with  extensive 
districts.  But,  whatever  the  cost  might 
be,  it  was  one  which  should  be  borne  by 
the  individual  preservers  of  game  them- 
selves, and  not  by  society  at  large.  Was 
the  cost  which  this  practice  imposed  upon 
the  public,  the  cost  of  so  much  human 
blood  annually  spilt,  in  order  to  secure  a 
private  indulgence  to  the  game-preserver 
and  none  to  the  public  who  could  not  par<* 
ticipate  in  it,  even  by  purchasing  game- 
was  this  cost,  he  would  ask,  that  which  it 
was  either  just  or  expedient  to  pay  in 
order  to  prop  up  a  vicious,  distorted,  and 
notoriously  defective,  system  of  Game- 
laws?  If  that  system  were  such  as  to 
prohibit  all  legal  means  of  supply  for  a 
natural  and  increasing  demand,  which  the 
reiterated  efforts  of  the  legislature  had 
failed  to  stifle ; — if  thus  the  supply  were 
forced  through  illegitimate  channels,  and 
the  poacher  rendered   necessary  to  the 
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tf  ants  of  the^ublic — ^were  the  consequences 
xesulting.from  the  necessity  thus  absurdly 
created,  to  be  counteracted  and  repressed 
by  the  outrageous  violence  of  Spring-guns  ? 
Some  gentlemen  pleaded  motives  of  hu- 
manity for  the  use  of  them,  contending, 
that  tney  rendered  nocturnal  conflicts  with 
game-keepers  less  frequent.  But,  in  those 
conflicts,  the  game-keeper  was  .paid  for  the 
risk  he  incurred,  and  the  poacher  was,  ac- 
tually, the  party  engaged  on  the  other 
Aide ;  whereas,  the  Sprjng-gun  almost 
uniformly  mistook  its  victim.  Besides, 
the  sum  of  mischief  arising  from  Spring- 
^ns  was  infinitely  greater  than  that  aris- 
ing from  such  conflicts,  without  referring 
to  the  general  principles  upon  which  those 
machines,  were  objectionable.  If  the 
Game-laws  were  altered,  so  as  to  furnish 
a  legal  supply  of  game  to  the  market, 
these  conflicts  would  cease  with  the  exist- 
ence of  that  flagrant  description  of  poach- 
er which  now  infested  the  country. 
There  were  some  gentlemen  adverse  to 
the  present  system  of  Game-laws,  who 
thought  they  must  not  put  an  end  to  Spring- 
jguns  until  the  whole  of  that  system  was 
reformed  ;  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
necessary  to  resist  the  arms  of  poachera, 
to  which,  they  admitted,  it  gave  birth. 
But  he  reasoned  in  an  opposite  direction, 
and  he  would  invite  those  gentlemen  to 
.consider,  that  Spring-guns  were  equally 
fb^  fruit  of  that  degenerate  tree — ^the  off- 
spring of  that  vicious  parent  which  they 
were  anxious  to  destroy.  If  this  parent 
were  deprived  of  the  support  which  it  de-  | 
rived  from  its  monstrous  progeny,  itj 
.would  be  a  material  step  towards  its  own 
destruction;  for,  when  eentlemen,  who 
were  found  to  cling  to  &e  old  system, 
were  deprived  of  the  aid  they  now  derived 
from  Spring-guns,  they  would  be  driven  to 
a  rational  reform  of  that  system,  which,  in 
reality,  generated  the  depredations  of 
which  they  complained.  —On these  grounds, 
and  those  which,  on. former  occasions,  he 
had  uiged,  the  hon.  gentleman  implored 
the  House  to  concur  with  him  in  putting 
an  end  to  a  practice  which  degraded  an^ 
disgraced  the  character  of  this  country, 
and  was  utteriv  incompatible  with  eveiy 
principle  on  which  the  institutions  of  a 
civilized  people  ought  to  be  founded. 

Sir  J,  Shelley  contended,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman's  measure  was,  in 
fact,  an  attack  on  gentlemen  who  wished 
to  preserve  their  plantations  and  woods. 
The  words  of  the  bill  went  to  prevent  the 


*Oimg  mu. 


setting  of  Spring-guns  in  Woods  Mid  Plan- 
tations; but  no  mention  was  made  of 
gardens,  orchi^rds,  and  other  inclosureS} 
so  that  a  school-boy  might  be  shot  for 
going  into  an  orchard  and  stealing  aa 
apple,  while  the  thief  and  the  poacher 
might  enter  a  gentleman's  pleasure^rounda 
widiout  apprehension,  and  commit  what 
depredations  he  pleased.  The  hon.  gentle* 
man's  bill  was  founded  upon  a  false  prin* 
ciple.  It  would  be  admitted,  he  presumed, 
that  it  was  better  to  prevent  a  crime  than 
to  punish  it.  Now,  his  firm  convictioa 
was,  that  the  terror  of  these  machines 
prevented  a  great  deal  of  crime.  For  his 
part,  he  never  set  them  up  himself,  but  he 
put  up  a  board  to  say  he  had  done  so  [a 
laughj.  The  fear  of  these  machines,  he 
was  persuaded,  was  extremely  salutary. 
The  hon.  member  had  called  the  gentle- 
men who  set  Spring-guns  on  their  estates 
demons  and  Anthropophagi,  These  were 
hard  words  certainly,  but  he  could  assure 
the  hon.  member,  that  such  was  the  salu- 
tary influence  of  fear  on  rogues  and  depre- 
dators, that  he  knew  an  instance  in  which 
a  board  with  the  words  "  crtXn^^of^Mo 
^mJiaaofis  are  set  here,"  had  had  all  the 
effect  of  the  usual  notice  about  steel-traps 
and  Spring-guns,  and  had  struck  such 
terror  into  the  minds  of  the  poachers,  that 
his  grounds  were  never  visited  by  them. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  this  was 
an  instance  in  which  a  hard  word  inm 
turned  to  better  account  dian  that  which 
the  hon.  member  had  applied  to  country 
gentlemen.  The  hon.  baronet  proceeded 
to  read  a  letter  from  the  proprietor  of  ex- 
tensive plantations  in  Ireland)  in  which  it 
was  stated,  that  the  setting  of  Spring-gans 
on  his  estates  had  put  an  end  to  the  depre- 
dations and  outrages  which  had  previously 
been  committed  on  them,  and  that  no  loss 
of  life  or  other  inconvenience  had  resulted 
from  the  practice.  In  fact,  the  bloody 
battles  between  poachers  and  preservers  of 
game  scarcely  ever  took  place  where  guns 
and  traps  were  set  He  never  knew  an 
instance  in  which  they  had  occurred.  He 
had  certainly  heard  of  some  accidents 
having  happened ;  some  persons  had,  un- 
doubtedly, been  caught  in  these  traps 
[hear,  hear !  from  Mr.  Tennyson].  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  cheerod,  and 
with  reason ;  for  ne  was  going  to  state 
that  he  had  heard,  the  other  day,  of  two 
lawyers  having  been  caught  in  a  trap  fa 
laugh].  He  agreed  this  was  a  melancholy 
occurrence ;  but  ^(fla  it  was  so  rare  an* 
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€«eDt  for  a  lawyer  to  be  caught  in  a  trap, 
that  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  sup- 
port the  hon*  and  learned  gentleman's 
bili  on  that  ground.  He  should  not  fol- 
low the  hon.  gentleman  in  the  vast  variety 
of  topics  he  had  introduced;  but  he 
tnistra  the  House  would  see  the  expedi- 
ency of  preserving  plantations  against 
depredation,  and  that  they  would  there- 
lore  oppose  the  measure. 

Loiti  Blandford  thought  the  Hou9e 
would  not  act  wisely,  if  they  removed  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  salutary  terror 
which  the  setting  of  Spring-guns  occa- 
sioned. If  this  measure  were  agreed  to, 
armed  bands  must  be  marshalled  against 
the  midni^t  invaders  of  property,  and 
the  conflicts  of  the  two  parties  would  pro- 
duce much  more  human  suffering  than 
ever  had  resulted,  or  ever  could  result, 
from  the  setting  of  Spring-guns.  He  had 
himself,  for  several  years,  made  use  of 
these  instruments  for  the  protection  of  his 
pvoperty ;  and,  as  he  considered  the  ob- 
jections urged  agabst  them  to  arise  from 
a  kind  of  morbid  sensibility,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  give  the  present  bill  his  decided 
opposition.  Lookmg  at  the  question, 
iooeed,  upon  the  point  of  humanity,  he 
felt  convinced  that  the  aggregate  amount 
of.  human  suffering  would  l^,  under  the 
provisions  of  that  bill,  if  it  received  the 
assent  of  the  House,  infinitely  greater 
(han  any  that  could  be  produced  from  an 
pccasioiud  casualty  unaer  the  existing 
system. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  said,  that,  although 
he  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure, as  he  would  show  by  the  vote  he 
intended  to  give  that  night,  he  neverthe- 
less felt  himself  bound  to  express  his  very 
strong  doubts  with  regard  to  the  practical 
consec^uences  likely  to  be  produced  from 
parrying  the  principle  into  effect.  He 
was  by  no  means  satisfied  that  the  taking 
away  the  protection  afforded  by  Spring- 
^uns  would  not  have  the  effect  of  increas- 
ing the  tendency  to  commit  crimes,  by 
increasing  the  temptations  to  incroach 
upon  property.  Resistance  would  then 
ensue,  and  conflicts  would  be  the  conse- 
quence, to  an  extent  as  great,  perhaps,  or 
greater  than  before.  In  a  society,  consti- 
tttted  like  the  present,  he  thought  they 
ought  never  in  that  House  to  discuss  a 
question  on  mere  theoretical  principles, 
without  looking  at  the  effects  that  were 
likely  to  flow  from  their  adoption.  Ag|^- 
ing,  therefore,  as  he  would,  with  the  prin- 


ciple of  the  measure,  he  doubted  its 
effects ;  and  the  longer  he  lived,  he  was 
the  less  disposed  to  predict  what  would  be 
the  consequence  of  any  measure  founded 
even  on  the  best  principles,  without  waiting 
to  ascertain  its  practical  effect;  and  he 
could  not  divest  himself  of  a  fear,,  that 
there  might  be  ultimately  an  increase  of  > 
crime  by  the  adoption  of  the  present  bill, 
from  an  addition  to  the  temptation  to 
commit  offences  aeainst  property.  When, 
however,  he  saw  ue  consequences  arising^ 
from  the  placing  of  Spring-guns  in  unen-* 
closed  grounds,  and  men  he  heard  of  the 
daily  accidents  and  misfortunes  arising 
from  the  use  of  them  in  general,  he  felt 
that  he  could  not  any  Icmger  defend  the 
continuance  of  such  a  system,  and  that  it 
was  better  to  ruurthe  risk  of  an  experiment, 
even  upon  a  theory,  than  su£fer  it  any 
longer  to  exist ;  and  he  felt  that  the  con* 
sequences  of  the  change,  whatever  they 
might  prove,  must  be  less  pernicious  than 
if  the  laws,  under  whi6h  duch  things 
happened,  were  permitted  to  exist.  When 
he  looked  to  the  practical  consequences  of 
the  present  state  of  the  law,  he*  felt  con- 
vinced that  the  punishment  intended  to 
be  inflicted  upon  trespassers  by  Spring-* 
guns  seldom  or  ever  fell  upon  the  guilty •' 
The  poachers,  he  believed,  seldom  or  ever 
suffered.  In  most  cases,  the  punishment* 
fell  upon  the  totally  innocent,  or  upon  the 
keeper,  and  the  persons  who  had  placed 
them  for  the  protection  of  the  game.  He  > 
would  vote,  as  he  had  said,  for  the  bill ; . 
but  he  gave  that  vote  and  that  assent 
qualified  by  his  expression  of  an  appre- 
hension  for  the  consequences,  and  wid». 
an  opinion  that  some  relaxation  of  even  a 
very  good  principle  would  be  ultimately 
found  necessary.  He  repeated,  however, 
that  when  he  looked  to  the  mutilations 
and  the  calamitous  results  which  arose 
from  the  use  of  Spring-guns,  he  could  not 
refuse  his  assent  to  die  bill.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  then  alluded  to  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  used  by  the  houk 
baronet  and  others  with  rjespect  to  the 
influence  produced  upon  the  minds  of  the. 
poachers  by  the  d)read  of  Spring-guns, 
and  observed  that  the  hon.  baronet  might 
still  continue  to  use  his  voXv^Aoi/Soie's  in 
the  aame  manner  as  before .  [hear !  and  -a. 
laugh].  There  were  several  portions  of 
the  bill  to  which  be  objected;  such  as. 
allowing  Spring-guns  to  be  placed  in  an 
open  field,  and  some  others  of  that  kind. 
He  did  not  see  how  or  why  Spring-gun* 
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veie  not  to  be  placed  in  an  enclosed  field, 
and  yet  allowed  in  an  open  common ;  but 
as  these  defects,  if  they  were  defects, 
might  be  remedied  in  the  committee,  he, 
would  conclude  by  expressing  his  cordial 
assent  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion. 

Mr.  P.  Mildmay  was  sorry  that  he 
oould  not  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  as 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  was  con- 
Waced  that,  so  far  from  diminishing  the 
anoiint  of  crane,  the  repeal  of  the  Game- 
1«W8  would  ha?e  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  crime,  and  those  conflicts  which  pro* 
duced  such  unfortunate  results,  in  a  most 
alarming  degree.  Some  hon.  gendeman 
had  stated,  that  the  ofience  of  poaching, 
smd  the  committals  for  stealing  game  were 
much  fewer  in  those  counties  were  Spring- 
guns  were  not  placed,  than  where  they 
were  in  general  use.  Now,  he  had  moved 
for  some  returns  on  the  subject,  which 
showed,  that  in  those  counties  where 
Spring-guns  were  not  used,  the  committals 
were  much  greater  than  in  others.  He 
was  convinc^,  indeed,  that  great  mischief 
rather  than  benefit  would  accrue  to  society, 
from  any  change  of  the  laws  respecting 
the  protection  of  game,  and  he  therefore 
felt  himself  bound  to  oppose  the  committal 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Charles  Barclay  said,  that  in  a 
great  part  of  Suffolk,  the  county  with 
which  he  was  acquainted,  there  were  no 
Spring-guns  used.  In  Norfdlk,  the  owners 
of  the  largest  estates,  Mr.  Coke  and  lord 
Nuffield,  adopted  no  such  means  of  se- 
curity, and  yet  their  property  was  pro- 
tected. The  question  seemed  to  him  to 
resolve  itself  into  this :  whether  they  were 
ontitled  to  set  Spring-guns  to  destroy  a 
man  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  a  phea- 
sant or  a  hare?  He  himself  had  set 
Spring-guns,  and  did  now ;  and  he  would 
tell  the  House  the  result.  The  very  first 
person  who  came  in  contact  with  one  of 
the  wires,  was  his  under-kceper,  who,  in 
chase  after  a  woodcock,  quite  forgot  what 
had  been  set.  The  g^n  went  off ;  the 
man  stumbled  over  the  wire  and  fell.  As 
he  thought  himself  shot,  he  did  not  attempt 
to  stir,  but  laid  still,  expecting  to  die 
every  minute;  finding,  however,  that  he 
was  still  alive,  after  a  little  deliberation, 
he  turned  ro«nd,  and  finally  called  out  to 
his  companion  not  to  be  frightened,  for 
that  he  was  not  dead.  It  was  not,  how- 
^61*9  so  improbable  a  thought;  for  the 
man  had  seen  the  guns  loaded  with  an 
aoimenae  quantity  of  powder  and  shot. 
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not  knowing  that  he  (Mr.  Barclay)  con- 
stantly ordered  his  head-keeper  to  draw 
out  the  shot.  The  next  person  who  was* 
near  falling  a  victim  to  them  was 
his  wood-keeper;  who  complained  that 
he,  by  accident,  went  into  the  park, 
and  trod  upon  one  of  the  wires,  and  that 
it  would  have  been  a  very  hard  thing  for 
him  to  have  been  shot.  A  numbor  of 
similar  instances  had  occurred,  whilst  he 
had  never  remembered  a  poacher  having 
been  wounded  by  a  Spring-gun,  although 
they  frequented  woods  wltere  guns  were  set. 

Mr.  J.  Grattan  said,  that  Spring-gans 
were  nearly  unknown  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  hon. 
baronet  who  had  argued  the  most  strongly 
for  setting  Spring-guns,  had  acknowiec^ea 
that  he  himself  had  never  set  them  —  a 
fact  which  was  better  than  a  thousand 
arguments.  If  a  street  was  said  to  be  con* 
tinually  infested  with  thieves  and  house- 
breakers, was  that  a  reason  why  a  cannon 
should  be  discharged  down  the  middle  of 
it  by  way  of  clearance  ?  This  was,  how- 
ever, the  principle  on  which  Spring-guns 
were  defended. 

Colonel  French  said,  he  was  determined 
to  oppose  the  bill,  not  only  because  he 
felt  that  its  principles  were  founded  upon 
a  feeling  of  morbid  sensibility,  but  be* 
cause  he  thought  that  the  favourers  and 
supporters  of  the  new  system  of  philosophy 
and  of  political  economy  seemed  to  foi^t^ 
that  the  honest  English  country  gentleman, 
though  he  might  not  have  the  same  know- 
ledge of  philosophy  and  political  economy 
as  they  had,  yet  formed  in  himself  the 
very  subject  and  essence  of  the  English 
character.  He  would  propose,  whatever 
became  of  the  bill  with  regard  to  England, 
that  Ireland  and  Scotland  should  be  left 
out  of  the  sphere  of  its  operation.  In  the 
first  place,  there  was  little  or  no  game  in 
Ireland ;  and  in  the  next,  the  arms  which 
must  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  keepers, 
in  the  event  of  Spring-guns  becoming 
illegal,  would  form  a  temptation  to  the 
commission  of  murder,  in  order  to  get 
possession  of  them.  It  was  usual  in  that 
country  to  plant  many  thousand  acres 
with  young  trees;  and  he  knew  many 
instances  in  which  parties  of  one  or  two 
hundred  person^  had  gone  mto  one  of 
these  plantations,  and  destroyed  the 
greater  portion  of  the  trees :  Sprmg-guttS 
had,  however,  been  placed  in  these  plan- 
tations, and  no  individual  had  ever  since 
ventured  to  commit  a  trespass. 
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Mr.  SauMdernn  shortly  opposed  the 
bOly  and  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  it 
be  committed  on  that  day  month.  He  did 
not  object  to  all  its  details,  but  he  would 
prefer  considering  its  provisions  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  on  the  Game-laws, 
which  it  was  probable  they  would  have  to 
coQStder  when  it  came  from  another 
place. 

Sir  R.  Heron  had  no  objections  to 
Spring-guns,  when  placed  in  houses  and 
gardens,  and  other  places  where  such  a 
protection  was  necessary;  but  he  con- 
tended that  they  ought  not  to  be  placed  in 
'fields  or  woods,  where  a  man  might  happen 
to  go  for  very  justifiable  purposes.  Fie 
would,  however,  rather  relinquish  the  pro- 
tection aflforded  by  Spring-guns,  than  be 
a  witness  to  the  consequences  which  re- 
jMilted  from  their  indiscriminate  use. 
.  Mr.  W,  Duneambe  opposed  the  bill,  but 
had  no  objection  to  the  use  of  Spring-guns 
being  prohibited  between  the  hours  of 
sun-rise  and  sun-set.  By  the  adoption  of 
that  amendment,  he  thought  the  objections 
to  the  use  of  Spring-guns  would  be  ren- 
dered nugatory.  It  was  very  well  for 
hon.  gentlemen  to  say  that  other  means 
might  be  resorted  to  for  the  protection  of 
game ;  bat  it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that 
every  man  could  not,  like  lord  Suffield 
or  Mr.  Coke,  afford  to  keep  an  army  of 
twenty  or  thirty  game-keepers  to  keep  his 
preserves.  That  House,  in  legislating, 
ought  to  look  at  the  condition  of  the 
middling  class  of  landowners  as  well  as 
the  higher;  and  consider  what  was  neces- 
sary to  the  preservation  of  their  property. 
Spring-guns  were,  however,  to  be  de- 
fended upon  a  principle  of  humanity. 
They  prevented  the  frequency  of  those 
deadly  conflicts  which  must  result  from  a 
withdrawal  of  the  protection  hitherto 
afforded  the  preserves  of  game;  and 
upon  that  ground  he  would  oppose  the 
bill. 

Lord  Sandan  said,  he  had  that  night 
beard  two  arguments  adduced  against  Uiis 
bill,  which,  he  trusted,  he  should  never 
again  hear  mooted  upon  any  occasion. 
The  first  literally  went  to  support  the  use 
of  Spring-guns,  on  account  of  their 
superior  cheapness,  in  sacriScing  human 
Kfe,  and  shedding  innocent  blood.  And 
the  second,  the  absolute  necessity  which 
wouki  be  imposed  upon  gentlemen  who 
had  preserves,  of  maintaining  additional 
tame-keepers,  if  these  instruments  were 
dispensed  with.    To.  the  6rBt  argumenti 


no  teply  could  be  necessary.  To  the 
other,  he  would  only  answer,  that  if  gen- 
tlemen were  so  eager  to  maintain  the  pos* 
session  of  an  expensive  and  fatal  luxury, 
they  could  hardly  complain  of  the  hard- 
ship of  being  compelled  to  make  more 
extensive  and  legitimate  proviai(Hi  for  its 
preservation  [cheers]. 

Sir  Edmund  Carrington  said  : — I  hold 
myself  bound,  by  the  law  of  England,  to 
support  this  bill.  On  the  legality  of  the 
act  of  setting  Spring-guns  or  man-traps  in 
woods  or  plantations,  to  preserve  them 
from  the  apprehended  invasion  of  poachers, 
or  of  other  trespassers,  there  is  no  express 
statute ;  but  all  the  analogies  of  law,  as 
well  as  all  the  feelings  of  humanity,  are 
in  opposition  to  the  practice.  The  poacher 
is  a  mere  trespasser,  and  liable  only  to  be 
dealt  with  and  punished  for  a  trespass ; 
could  the  proprietor  of  the  soil,  if  he  met 
the  poacher,  even  anaed,  and  at  night, 
presume  at  once  to  shoot  him  through  the 
head,  or  to  maim,  or  to  disable  him? 
Could  he  presume  to  delegate  such  an 
authority,  or  to  issue  such  a  mandate  to 
his  keeper,  or  hb  woodman  ?  Would  he 
venture,  even  on  the  notipe  which  warns  ^ 
all  invaders  from  his  territory,  to  add  the 
threat,  that  his  keepers  had  orders  to  Are 
upon,  or  to  despatch  the  trespasser? 
Would  such  a  notice  be  endured  for  a 
moment  ?  And  shall  he  delegate  to  acci- 
dent a  power  which  he  neither  dares  to 
execute  in  person,  or  to  delegate  to  any 
moral  agent  ?  Shall  he  make  chance  his 
proxy,  for  the  purpose  of  murder,  or  of 
man-slaughter,  or  of  mayhew  ?  But,  Sir, 
by  the  law  of  En^and,  as  in  all  manly 
and  consistent  reasoning,  where  the  direct 
performance  of  an  act  is  forbidden,  its 
execution  by  indirect  means  is  forbidden 
also.  If,  therefore,  the  setting  these  en- 
gines of  destruction  be  an  unlawful  act, 
what  is  the  situation,  and  what  the  peril, 
in  which  a  gentleman  places  himself  by 
authorizing  or  commanding  the  resort  to 
so  desperate  and  so  forbidden  an  expe- 
dient ?  Admitting  that  he  is  absent  at  the 
time,  that  he  is  ignorant  of  the  explosion 
of  the  instrument,  yet,  by  the  very  orders 
he  has  issued,  he  becomes  a  principal  in 
the  offence ;  for,  by  having  laid  the  means 
of  destruction,  which  have  taken  effect  in 
his  absence,  and  without  his  specific 
knowledge,  he  is  constructively  present, 
and  personally  responsible  to  his  country 
ibr  the  offence  of  which  he  was  the  cause, 
and  of  which  it  was  his  duty  to  foresee 
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the  natural  consequences.  We  all  know 
with  what  anxious  caution  the  law  sur- 
rounds the  life  of  man,  even  where  the 
person  slain  has  been  the  original  aggpras^ 
sor;  how  minutely  it  exacts,  that  the 
object  of  attack  shall  not  have  exceeded 
the  limits  of  a  just  and  necessary  defence, 
and  that  the  right  to  slay  his  adversary 
ceases  with  the  emergency '  that  alone 
oould  authorize  it ;  no  suspicion,  no  fear 
of  future  attack,  will  justify  the  killing  an 
advenliry  to  prevent  his  mere  apprehended 
hostility,  even  to  the  life  of  another :  the 
law  provides  its  safeguards,  and  interposes 
its  protection,  and  to  the  law  alone  must 
resort  be  taken  for  the  securities  it  can 
and  will  exact.  In  the  language  of  the 
Roman  orator,  ^*  Quis  hoc  statuit  unquam, 
aut  cui  concedi  sine  summo  omuium 
periculo  potest,  ut  eum  jure  potuerit  occi- 
dere,  k  quo  metuisse  se  dicat,  ut  ipse 
posterius  occideretur?''  These,  Sir,  are 
the  principles  of  our  law,  and  not  of  the 
law  of  England  only,  but  of  those  systems 
of  general  law  which  have  been  so  admi- 
rably expounded  by  Grotius,  and  the  great 
jurists  who,  like  him,  have  enlightened 
mankind  on  the  principles  of  moral  action, 
and  the  sanctions  of  legal  luid  social  re- 
sponsibility. On  these  principles,  and  for 
the  safeguard  even  of  those  who,  from  in- 
advertence, or  from  too  eager  a  regard  to 
the  preservation  of  a  favourite  property, 
have  been  led  into  what  I  consider  an  un- 
authorized usurpation  of  the  powers  of 
J  prevention  or  of  vengeance.  I  shall  vote 
or  going  into  the  committee. 

Mr.  Ridley  Colbome  observed,  that  if 
the  bill  had  cmly  gone  to  restrain  the  set- 
tinff  of  Spring-guns  to  the  night  season, 
and  to  making  Uie  setting  of  them  by  day 
illegal,  it  would  have  had  his  full  and  en- 
tire concurrence.  Another  principle  on 
which  he  was  disposed  to  support,  to  a 
certain  extent,  the  use  of  Spring-guna, 
was  this — that  it  was  much  better  to  em- 
ploy them  than  to  resort  to  the  only  other 
alternative  which  their  disuse  would  leave 
for  the  protection  of  property ;  namely, 
the  increase  of  that  numerous  armed  force 
which  was  at  present  scattered  over  the 
country  for  its  security.  If  there  was  one 
part  of  our  existing  system  of  Game-laws 
which  more  disgusted  him  than  another, 
it  was  this  extensive  force ;  and  the  direct 
operatbn  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  bill 
would  be  to  increase  its.  extent,  and  to 
mdtiplY  those  murderous  conflicts  which 
were  alr^y  too  frequent.    He  could 
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assure  the  House,  that  many  friends  of 
his,  resident  in  his  own  neighbourhood, 
had  started  with  a  firm  determination 
never  to  employ  Spring-guns  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  their  grounds  and  game ;  but, 
in  consequence  of  the  terribly  mutilated 
and  wounded  state  in  which  their  game- 
keepers often  resumed  from  some  acci- 
dental collision  with  the  poachers,  they 
had  been  reluctantly  compelled  to  resort 
to  the  use  of  these  machines. 

Mr.  Wyrni  declared  his  firm  belief  to 
be,  that  if  they  should  continue  to  make 
it  legal  to  set  Spring-guns  by  night,''they 
would  continue  to  be  set  also  by  day. 
He  had  never  known  an  instance  wheie 
accidents  had  happened  in  the  day  time 
from  Spring-guns  being  unawately  trod 
upon  by  unoffending  parties,  in  which  it 
did  •not  appear  that  the  keepers  had  pro- 
mised to  take  them  up  in  the  day  time, 
and  to  keep  them  down  only  at  night : 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  game- 
keepers would  always  contrive  to  employ 
them  as  much  as  possible.  Then*  as  to 
the  principle  of  their  employment  at  all, 
it  should  be  remembered,  that  the  offence 
against  which  they  were  meant  to  guard 
was  but  a  trespass  on  a  certain  descrip- 
tion of  property.  Now,  however  excessive 
the  degree  of  punishment,  as  compered 
with  the  nature  of  the  offence,  might  be, 
which  these  Spring-g^ns  inflicted,  there 
would  be  something  in  the  argument,  as 
to  the  necessity  of  their  employment,  if 
the  guilty  only  suffered  by  them.  The 
contrary  was,  however,  notoriously  the 
fact;  for  hardly  an  instance  could  be 
cited  in  which  the  offender  was  the  victim. 
But  then  it  was  contended,  that  the  know- 
ledge of  their  being  set  in  grounds  ope- 
rated to  deter  the  guilty  from  trespassii^ ; 
but  if  the  innocent  were  to  suffer,  in  order 
that  the  guilty  might  be  alarmed,  that 
House  would  never  sanction  the  use  of 
such  weapons.  This  argument,  therefore, 
fell  to  the  ground.  Some  hon.  gentlemen 
had  supported  the  use  of  Spring-guos,  by 
the  example  of  flogging,  of  which  they 
observed,  that  though  it  was  not  very 
pleasant  to  any  party  who  was  subjected 
to  it,  it  might,  and  did,  undoubtedly, 
deter  others  from  committing  offences,  for 
which  they  would  be  amenable  to  the 
same  penalty.  Now,  this  attempted 
analogy  appeared  to  him  to  rest  on  no 
better  grounds  of  reason,  than  the  anctent 
practice  in  this  kingdom,  according  lo 
which,  the  tutors  of  princes  neter  punish- 
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ed  their  royal  pnpih  for  their  delinquent 
ciee,  hut  iBVfiipped  some  innocent  boy,  who 
was  substituted  for  the  royal  pupil.  No 
doubty  the  notion  was,  that  the  royal 
pubil  would  be  deterred  from  a  repetition 
of  nis  faulty  by  witnessing  the  punishment 
inflicted  on  account  of  it ;  but  what  could 
be  said  of  the  principle,  upon  which  the 
innocent  substitute  was  made  to  undergo 
the  infliction  ?  He  confessed  he  had  heard 
no  argument  sufficient  to  justify  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  practice  in  question,  after 
all  the  calamities  which  their  experience 
had  shown  to  result  from  the  setting  of 
these  guns.  For  his  own  part,  though 
much  attached  to  sporting,  he  should  be 
wretched  indeed,  it  a  poacher,  however 
determined  or  inveterate  in  his  pursuits, 
should  be  mutilated  in  the  act  of  trespass- 
ing upon  any  property  of  his;  and  still 
more  so,  if  that  poacher  should  lose  his 
life,  from  the  explosion  of  a  Spring-gun. 
In  conclusion,  he  could  attach  no  sort  of 
weight  to  the  suggestion,  that  the  com- 
mittee on  this  biU  ought  to  be  delayed 
until  after  the  consideration  of  the  Game 
•bill;  and,  therefore,  he  should  give  the 
motion  his  most  cordial  support.   * 

Mr.  Denison  protested,  that  no  person 
was  more  convinced  than  himself  of  the 
jitility,  and,  indeed,  essential  necessity  to 
tfaia  country,  of  country  gentlemen  living 
tipon  their  estates,  exercising  a  generous 
hospitality,  and  maintaining  with  their 
tenantry  every  sort  of  reciprocal  good 
office.  It  was  with  this  conviction  that 
he  rose  to  vindicate  the  country  gentle- 
men* from  the  imputation  which  had  been 
very  freely  cast  upon  them,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
have  Spring-guns  and  armed  bands,  both 
of  them  frec^uendy  destructive  to  human 
life,  for  their  amusement.  For  himself, 
he  could  only  say,  that  he  had  never  used 
the  one  or  the  otner ;  and  yet  if  any  hon. 
.gentleman  would  do  lum  the  favour  to 
visit  him  in  the  season,  he  would  show 
them  as  much  sport  as  if  he  had  been  one 
of  the  strictest  preservers.  If,  however, 
there  reatty  were  country  gentlemen,  who 
could  not  reside  upon  their  estates  without 
Spring-guns  and  bands  of  armed  men  for 
their  amusement,  the  sooner  they  left  the 
country  the  better.  They  had  much 
better  come  up  to  town  at  once,  and  put 
themsdves  under  the  protection  df  the 
.watchmen,  who  were  the  armed  keepers  of 
.Berkdey  and  Grosvenor  squares. 

Sir  R^  FerguMson  sM,  he  would  give 
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the  bill  his  hearty  support.  He  had 
had  some  experience  as  to  the  effects  pro- 
duced in  his  neighbourhood  by  Spring- 
guns  ;  and  he  could  state  that  the  only  in- 
stance of  individuals  being  previously  hurt 
by  them  had  been  in  the  case  of  gentle- 
men and  gamekeepers  by  whom  they  had 
been  set.  He  had  never  heard  of  a  single 
accident  happening  to  a  poacher.  He 
would  add,  that  Ae  whole  tenor  of  this 
discussion  inspired  him  with  the  con- 
viction,, that  some  alteration  in  the  Game- 
laws  was  absolutely  necessary.  A  bill 
upon  this  subject  was  at  present  in  pro- 
gress in  another  House,  which  he  hoped 
would  pass  there  by  a  tri^mpfaant  majority, 
and  come  down  to  this  House,  where  it 
would  also  receive  every  support. 

Lord  Althorp  observed,  that,  singularly 
enough,  the  whole  discussion  upon  this 
motion  had  turned,  not  so  much  upon  the 
question  of  the  expediency  of  employing 
Spring-guns,  as  on  the  necessity  of  pre- 
serving game.  Now,  fond  as  he  was  of 
field  sports,  and  disposed  as  he  might  feel, 
under  other  circumstances,  to  preserve 
game,  God  forbid  that,  while  the  punish- 
ment of  offences  against  this  property  was 
so  excessive  as  that  which  the  use  of 
Springv-guns  entailed,  he  should  sanction  . 
the  preservation  of  that  species  of  property ! 
He  thought  the  setting  of  Spring-guns  was 
at  variance  with  the  souno  principles  of 
English  law.  One  of  those  principles  was, 
to  establish  a  due  proportion  between  the 
punishment  and  the  crime;  but  here  a 
punishment  of  mutilation,  and  in  some  in- 
stances of  death,  was  proposed  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  what  was  nothing  more  than 
a  trespass.  He  hoped,  therefore,  tiiat  in- 
struments would  be  no  longer  permitted, 
which  gave  a  sanction  to  inordinate  punish- 
ment for  a  minor  offence. 

Sir  H,  Vivian  said,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
this  wa9  a  question  between  the  employ- 
ment of  Spring-guns,  and  the  employment 
of  a  great  additional  force  of  gamekeepers ; 
alid  as  his  mind  was  made  up  as  to  the 
alternative,  he  should  oppose  the  bill. 

The  question  being  put,  '*  That  the 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  the 
House  divided :  Ayes  104 ;  Noes  42. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday  f  March  26. 

Brxacb  of  Privilege.]    The  Lord 
Chancellor  said,  he  thought  it  bis  duty  to 
call  their  lordships'  attentioo  to  what  he 
C 
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conceived  to  be  a  breach  of  privilege*  By 
an  order  of  their  lordships,  8trang;er8  were 
not  permitted  to  appear  below  the  bar. 
The  officers  of  their  lordships'  House  had 
thought  proper  to  disobey  that  order,  and 
to  admit  strangers,  upon  which  he  would 
say  nothing  at  present,  but  did  not  allow 
them  to  come  in  with  sticks  and  unibrellas. 
A  person,  presenting  himself  for  admit- 
tance, had  werefore  been  desired  to  leave 
hk  umbrella  behind,  which  he  did,  and 
which  was  afterwards  taken  away.  That 
person  had  thought  proper  to  bring  an 
action  against  the  officer  of  the  House,  to 
recover  Uie  value  of  the  umbrella ;  and  had, 
moreover  taken  upon  himself  to  serve  him 
with  the  process  in  their  lordships  House. 
Th  at  he  conceived  to  be  a  breach  of  privilege. 
He  thought  that  the  regular  course  for 
their  lonfehips  to  pursue  would  be  to  call 
the  officer  to  the  bar,  to  state  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  case,  which  he  must 
depose  to  on  oath.  Their  lordships  would 
then  decide  whether  a  breach  of  privilege 
had  been  committed. 

The  Earl  of  Rossiyn  said,  that  the  in- 
dividual had  no  right  to  bring  an  action  at 
all;  and  that  bringing  an  action  would  of 
kself  have  constituted  a  breach  of  privilege. 

Strangers  were  ihea  ordered  to  with- 
draw. The  officer  of  the  bar  desposed  to 
the  fiict,  and  the  person  who  had  brought 
the  action  was  ordered  to  appear  at  their 
lordships'  bar  to-morrow. 

Petxtiok     ot     the     Vauxhall 
Coivxns.]    The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  rose 
to  present  a  curious  Petition  to  their  lord- 
ships.   It  was  the  Petition  of  Shadrach 
Walker  and  Jeremiah  Andrews,  who  had 
been  committed  to  prison  on  a  charge  of 
coining.      The  petitions   represented   to 
their  lordships,  that  they  had  only  been 
manufacturing  money,  and  that  this  manu- 
facture waa  aUowed  oy  the  59th  of  Qeo. 
drd.     The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was 
even   more   strange  than  what  he  had 
already  stated ;  for  they  prayed  that  the 
offence  of  coining  might  in  future  be  made 
capital  against  all  those  who  should  follpw 
their  example.    The  petition  was  read  as 
follows : 
''  To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled.   The  Petition  of  the  un- 
dersigned Prisoners,    an^sted    near 
Vauxhall,  on  a  charge  of  forgery  of 
moneys 
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**  Humbly  sheweth ;  That  in  the  act  of 
parliament  entitled  59  Geo.  drd,  cap.  49« 
date  2nd  July,  1819,  the  10th  and  13th 
sections  use  the  word  coin  instead  of 
money,  which  term  is  employed  in  the 
1 1th  section. 

*'  That  after  permitting  money  to  be 
melted  into  bullion,  the  10th  section  al*- 
lows  bullion  to  be  manufactured  namely^ 
without  limitation  in  respect  to  the  money 
of  the  realm ;  indeed,  tiiere  is  subjoined, 
*  any  thing  in  any  act  or  acts  in  force  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding/ 

"  That  the  13th  section  prohibits  a  de«> 
basement  of  money  after  its  manufactuie  i 
but  not  during  that  operation. 

**  That,  wiUi  reference  to  the  10th  sec* 
tion,  your  lordships  will  be  pleased,  for  the 
words  *  and  to  manufacture  or  export,  or 
otherwise  dbpose  of  the  gold  or  stiver 
bullion  produced  thereby,'  meaning  fnun 
melted  money,  to  substitute  *  and  except 
counterfeiting  or  imitating  the  money  of 
the  realm,  to  manufacture  or  export,  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  the  gold  or  silver  bul- 
lion produced  thereby;  *  as  well  as  for  the 
words  *  and  it  is  expedient  that  the  trafl&e 
in  gold  and  silver  bullion  should  be  un- 
restrained,' to  say  *  and  it  is  expedient 
that  the  traffic  in  gold  and  silver  iiullio» 
should  be  restrained,'  are  the  humble  re*» 
quests  of  your  petitioners,  .who»  as  in  du^ 
bounds  shall  ever  pray,  dec." 
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Tobacco  akd  Snuff  Duties — Px^ 
TiTioK  OF  R.  M.  Price.]  Mr.  Cakrqft 
said,  he  rose  to  present  a  petition  upon  m 
subject  of  great  importance  to  the  revenue. 
The  petitioner  was  a  Mr.  Robert  Morgan 
Price,  residing  in  the  Vauxhall  road,  ^, 
gentleman  weU  versed  in  the  business  con- 
nected with  the  petition.  He  had  for- 
merly laid  before  Uie  lords  of  the  Treasuiy 
a  plan  for  preventing  the  smuf^ng  w 
tobacco,  and  had  b^n  referred  to  Mf.^ 
Carr,  the  solicitor  of  Excise,  with  whom 
he  had  had  several  interviews.  But  aa 
soon  as  Mr.  Price  proposed  the  repeal  of 
an  act  which  haa  been  passed  at  Mr. 
Carr's  sugjgestion,  that  gentleman  would 
have  nothing  more  to  say  to  Mr.  Priced 
scheme.  It  must  be  admitted,  that  Mr. 
Carr's  office  was  largely  paid»  by  feea 
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tipon  Sxciae  prosecutioAs,  arising  out  of 
tke  existing  system.  The  hon.  gentleman 
proceeded  to  show,  from  the  petitioner's 
statement  the  great  facility  which  his 
plans  would  afford  for  collecting  an  in** 
creased  revenuei  and  preventingsmuggling. 
In  consequence  of  the  present  imperfect 
STStem,  there  was  a  great  defalcation  in 
this  department  of  the  revenue.  In  one 
article,  that  of  cigars,  his  suggestions  had 
been  attended  to,  and  the  result  was,  that 
in  four  months,  the  quantity  on  which 
daty  was  paid  had  increased  from  eighty- 
four  pounos  to  sixteen  thousand  pounds  of 
diat  article.  Mr.  Price  calculated  that  if 
his  plans  were  adopted,  they  woidd  pro- 
duce an  increase  of  1,000,000/.  a  year, 
with  a  decreased  duty ;  but  not  under  the 
present  laws.  For  even  at  the  decreased 
duty  the  smug^ers  might  still  realize  a 
profit  of  1,2(M)/.  per  cent.  In  America 
the  orice  of  i3ae  raw  article  was  Id.  per  lb. 
In  .Holland  it  was  2d.,  and  in  England 
2ld, ;  and  the  duty  was  3s.  per  lb.  So 
that  the  Houie  would  see  what  a  wide 
field  was  opened  for  smuggling.  Now,  it 
WIS  to  put  an  end  to  this  practice,  and  to 
give  an  improved  revenue  that  Mr.  Price 
had  directisd  his  attention.  He  thought 
that  this  plan  of  Mr.  Price  was  well  worth 
the  attention  of  |^ovemment,  embracing  as 
it  did  a  proposition  to  increase  the  revenue 
by  so  laree  an  anOunt,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  check  the  practice  of  smuggling. 
What  he  wished  was,  that  there  should 
be  an  investigation,  either  by  the  House 
or  by  the  IVcAsury,  into  Mr.  rrice's  plans. 
The  necessity  of  some  such  inquiry  would 
be  evident,  from  what  was  stated  with 
respect  to  the  decfease  in  the  quantity 
on  which  duty  had  been  paid  in  Ireland, 
which  had  decreased  from  9,000,000/.  to 
4,000,000/.  The  subject  was  one  which 
deserved  investigation,  and  if  the  right 
boil,  gentleman  consented  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  he  was  ready  to 
asust  in  the  inquiry. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  did  not  mean  to  deny  the  respectability 
of  the  petitioner,  but  he  thought  the  hon. 
gentleman  attached  too  much  importance 
to  the  petition,  and  he  did  not  think  that 
the  facts  were  fiaurly  stated.  So  far  from 
the  plans  of  Mr.  rrice .  having  been  re- 
fected as  unworthy  of  consideration,  he 
himself  had  had  interviews  with  that  gen- 
tleman on  the  subject,  and  had  read  over 
with  attention  a  variety  of  papers  submit- 
ted by  him ;.  but  he  protested  he  oould 


n6t  make  himself  so  far  master  of  them  as. 
to  say  he  clearly  understood  them.  The 
plans  consisted,  for  the  roost  part,  in  the 
suggestion  of  an  infinite  variety  of  restrict 
tions  on  the  tobacco  trade.  Now,  he 
owned  he  was  not  disposed  to  commit 
himself  by  adding  to  the  restrictions  on 
this  trade ;  which,  though  they  might,  he 
could  well  conceive,  be  approved  of  by 
the  great  dealers,  would  not  meet  the 
general .  approbation  of  the  trade,  and 
would  be  injurious  and  vexatious  to  them, 
as  tending  to  produce  large  monopolies 
One  reason  why  he  was  unwilling  to  sane* 
tion  any  such  restrictions  was,  that  isome 
time  ago  Mr.  Carr  had  proposed  a  new 
tobacQO  excise  bill,  adding  many  pro* 
visions  much  more  onerous  on  the  trade 
than  those  which  already  existed,  but  the 
proposition  being  opposed  by  the  great 
mass  of  the  trade,  was  abandoned  bv  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  then  held  the 
office  which  he  had  nbw  the  honour  to 
fill.  He  wai  unwilling,  aft^r  such  a  re- 
jection, to  press  what  he  knew  would  add 
to  the  restrictions  already  in  force.  It  had 
been  insinuated  that  Mr.  Carr  refused  to 
pay  further  attention  to  Mr.  Price's  plan, 
when  that  plan  suggested  any  alterations 
in  hisr  own  act,  as  if  such  alterations  would 
lessen  his  fees  from  prosecutions.  Now, 
the  fact  was,  that,  if  Mr.  Carr  had  any 
fault,  it  was  that  of  suggesting  many  re- 
strictiOtts  which  if  adopted  would  have 
the  effect  of  materially  diminishing  his 
own  profits.  If  the  hon.  member  were  in 
the  situation  which  it  was  his  fortune  to 
fill,  and  were  compelled  to  attend  to  all 
the  schemes  for  the  amelioration  of  par^ 
ticular  branches  of  the  revenue  which  he 
received  from  ingenious,  and  he  might 
say,  fanciful  men,  he  would  find  that  he 
would  have  no  time  to  bestow  upon  the 
real  and  more  important  business  of  his 
situation. 

Sir  John  Newport  recommended  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  pay  attention  to 
the  subject  matter  of  this  petition.  In 
Ireland  400,000/.  was  annually  raised 
upon  these  tobacco  duties,,  of  which 
200,000/.  was  paid  back  to  the  pieventivd 
service.  He  conceived  that  if  the  duty  wag 
diminished  to  Is.  dd,,  the  revenue  would 
be  augmented  by  the  increased  consump* 
tion  of  the  article  which  the  diminution 
of  the  duty  upon  it  would  create.  Be- 
sides,  it  would  act  as  a  prevention  to  that 
demoralization  which  always  prevailed 
among  a  population  which  was^  aecuft* 
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tomed  to  engage  in  offences  against  the 
revenue  laws. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose 
again,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
the  imputation  attempted  to  be  cast  upon 
Mr.  Carr,  who  had  repeatedly  told  him 
that,  in  his  opinion,  a  low  duty  upon  all 
commodities  that  were  in  constant  re- 
quest among  the  people,  would  prevent 
smuggling  more  effectually  than  any  other 
mode  that  could  be  resorted  to. 

Mr.  Maberly  thought  that  the  best  way 
to  prevent  any  imputations  from  being 
cast  upon  Mr.  Carr,  was  for  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  carry  into  effect  the  recom- 
mendation which  had  been  given  with  re- 
spect to  that  gentleman's  office,  and  to 
give  him  a  pennanent  salary. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Foreign  Relations.]  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning  said,  he  had  some  P&Pfn  to  lay 
upon  the  table  of  the  House.  The  first  of 
these  was  a  Treaty  entered  into  between 
his  Majesty  and  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  for 
the  final  and  total  abolition  of  the  African 
Slave-trade.  This  treaty  had  lately  been 
signed,  and  its  object  was  to  be  effected 
in  three  years  after  the  exchange  of  trea- 
ties; and,  during  the  interval,  the  Bra- 
zilian slave  system  was  to  be  subject  to 
the  same  impositions  and  duties  as  the 
Portuguese  slave  system  was  at  present. 
The  second  of  these  papers  was  a  Treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  this  coun- 
try, regarding  a  dispute  which  had  existed 
ever  since  the  war,  and  which  had  been 
the  subject  of  much  discussion.  That 
dispute  related  to  the  claims  made  by 
American  citizens,  in  respect  of  slaves 
taken  from  their  owners  and  proprietors 
during  the  war.  The  House  were  aware 
that  Uiis  subject  had  been  referred  to  the 
arbitration  of  a  third  power — he  meant  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  who  had  decided 
it  unfavourably  for  his  majesty.  Since 
then  the  discussion  had  been  renewed, 
principally  with  regard  to  the  amount  of 
compensation  claimed ;  and  two  years 
ago  ne  (Mr.  Canning)  had  come  down  to 
the  House,  and  hs^  obtained  a  vote  of 
200,000/.  on  account.  When  the  second 
discussion  was  terminated,  the  amount 
claimed  was  settled,  and  the  compensa- 
tion, which  the  Americans  had  first  stated 
at  2,000,000  dollars,  was  finally  bated 
down  to  1 ,2 00,000  dollars. .  As  the  money 
which  the  House  had  already  voted  on 
account  was  insufficient  to  satisfy  that 
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sum,  he  should  be  obliged  to  ask  for  a 
further  vote,  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
The  third  portion  of  the  papers  which  he 
had  to  lay  before  the  House,  formed  the 
completion  of  the  correspondence  which 
had  taken  place  between  this  government 
and  the  United  States,  r^arding  certain 
commercial  regulations  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  West-India  colo- 
nies. This  correspondence  had  alrewly 
been  laid  before  the  Houses  of  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  three  of  the  let- 
ters had  already  been  published.  As  the 
world  was  at  present  in  possession  of  a 
part  of  the  correspondence,  he  saw  no 
reason  to  withhold  the  rest,  and  the 
whole,  therefore,  would  be  printed.  There 
was  no  cause  for  keeping  any  part  of  it 
secret  All  the  papers  to  whicn  he  had 
referred  were  autnenticated,  according  to 
custom.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  spoke 
in  a  very  low  tone  of  voice,  and  seemed  io 
be  still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  his  late 
indisposition. 

Mr.  Hume  asked,  whether  the  letters 
now  to  be  laid  before  the  House  finished 
the  correspondence,  or  whether  it  was  still 
in  continuation  ? 

Mr.  Canning  said,  he  considered  it 
finally  closed,  for  he  had  had  the  last 
word. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  said 
Papers. 

Brazil. — Convention  between  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  for 
the  Abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade, 
Signed  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  November 
23,  1826.  Presented  to  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  by  Command  of  his 
Majesty,  1827. 

Whereas,  upon  the  separation  of  the 
Empire  of  Brazil  from  tne  Kingdom  of 
Portugal,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Brazil,  respectively  acknowledge  the  obli- 
gation which  devolves  upon  them  to 
renew,  confirm,  and  give  full  effect  to,  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaties  subsisting  be- 
tween the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and 
Portu|;al,  for  the  regulation  and  final 
abolition  of  the  African  Slave-trade,  in 
so  far  as  these  stipulations  are  binding 
upon  Brazil : 

And  whereas,  in  furtherance  of  that 
nnportant  object,  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
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BnzOy  are  animated  with  a  sincere  desire 
to  fix  and  define  the  period  at  which  the 
total  abolition  of  the  ssdd  trade,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  dominions  and  subjects  of 
the  Brazilian  empire,  shall  take  place, 
their  said  Majesties  have  accordingly  named 
as  their  plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  a 
convention  for  this  purpose,  that  is  to 
«ay: — 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
the  right  hon.  Robert  Gordon,  a  Member 
of  his  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Council,  and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
Brazil : — And  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Brazil^  the  Most  Illustrious  and  Most  Ex- 
cellent Marquis  of  Inhambnpe,  Setiator  of 
the  Empire,  of  the  Council  of  State,  Dig- 
nitary of  the  Imperial  Order  of  the  Cross, 
Commander  of  the  Order  of  Christ,  and 
Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs;  and  the  Most  Illustrious  and 
Most  Excellent  Marquis  of  Santo  Amaro, 
iSenator  of  the  Empire,  of  the  Council  of 
State,  Gentleman  of  the  Imperial  Cham- 
ber, Dignitarv  of  the  Imperial  Order  of 
die  Cross,  and  Commander  of  the  Orders 
of  Christ,  and  of  the  Tower  and  Sword  : — 

Who,  after  having  communicated  to 
each  other  their  respective  full  powers 
found  to  be  in  due  and  proper  form,  have 
agreed  upon  and  concluded  the  following 
articles: — 

Art*  1 .  At  the  expiration  of  three  years, 
to  be  reckoned  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  present  treaty,  it  shall 
not  belawfid  for  the  subjects  of  the  Emperor 
of  Brazil  to  be  concerned  in  the  carrying 
on  of  Uie  African  Slave-trade,  under  any 

Sretext  or  in  any  manner  whatever,  and 
tie  carrying  on  of  such  trade  after  that  pe- 
riod, by  anv  person  subject  of  his  Imperial 
MiLJesty,  shall  be  deemed  and  treated  as 
pirecy. 

.Alt.  2.  His  majesty  the  king  of  the 
Unted  Kin|;domof  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Bra- 
zil, deeming  it  necessary  to  declare  the 
engagements  by  which  they  hold  them- 
selves bound  to  provide  for  the  regulation 
ef  the  said  trade,  till  the  time  of  its  final 
abolition,  they  hereby  mutually  agree  to 
adopt  and  renew,  as  effectually  as  if  the 
tame  were  inserted,  word  for  word,  in  this 
convention,  the  several  articles  and  provi- 
sions of  the  treaties  concluded  between  his 
Britannic  majesty  and  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal on  tfaiB  subject,  on  the  22nd  of  Jar 


nuary,  1 8 15;  and  on  the  28th  of  July,  1817, 
and  the  several  explanatory  articles  which 
have  been  added  thereto. 

Art.  3.  The  high  contracting  parties 
further  agree,  that  all  the  matters  and 
things  contained  in  those  treaties,  together 
with  the  instructions  and  regulations,  and 
forms  ef  instruments  annexed  to  the  treaty 
of  the  28th  of  July,  1817,  shall  be  ap- 
plied, mutatis  mutandis^  to  the  said  high 
contracting  parties  and  their  subjects,  as 
effectually  as  if  they  were  recited  word  for 
word  herein;  confirming  and  approving 
hereby,  all  matters  and  things  done  by 
their  respective  subjects  under  the  said 
treaties,  and  in  execution  thereof. 

Art.  4.  For  the  execution  of  the  pur- 
poses of  this  convention  the  high  con- 
tracting  parties  further  agree  to  appoint 
forthwith  mixed  commissions,  after  the 
form  of  those  already  established  on  the 
part  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  king 
of  Portugal,  under  the  convention  of  the 
28thof  July,  1817. 

Art.  5.  The  present  convention  shall  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
changed at  London  within  four  months 
from  the  date  hereof,  or  sooner  if  possi- 
ble. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  Pleni- 
potentiaries have  signed  the  same,  and 
nave  affixed  thereto  the  seals  of  their  arms. 
Done  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  23rd  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1826. 

(L.S.)    RoBT.  Gordon. 

(L.S.)    Marquez  De  S.  Amaro. 

(L.S.)    Marquez  De  Ixhambupe. 

America.  —  Convention  between  bis 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, for  the  final  settlement  of  certain 
claims  of  the  United  States,  arising  out 
of  the  convention  concluded  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh,  July  12th,  1822.  Signed  at 
London,  November  13th,  1826.  Pre- 
sented to  both  Houses  of  parliament,  by 
command  of  his  Majesty,  1827. 

DiflBculties  having  arisen  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  convention  concluded  at  St. 
Petersburgh  on  the  12th  dav  of  July, 
1822,  under  the  mediation  of  his  majesty 
the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  decision  of  hb  Imperial  Majesty 
upon  the  differences  which  had  arisen  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  said  United 
States,  on  the  true  construction  and  mean- 
ing of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of 
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peace -and  amity,  concluded  at  Ghent  on 
the  34th  day  of  December,  1814;  his 
Britannic  IVfajesty  and  the  said  United 
States,  being  equally  desirous  to  obviate 
snch  difficulties,  have  respectively  named 
plenipotentiaries  to  treat  and  agree  re- 
specting the  same,  that  is  to  say : — 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
has  appointed  the  right  honourable  William 
Huskisson,  a  member  of  his  said  Majesty's 
most  honourable  Privy  Council,  a  member 
of  Parliament,  President  of  the  committee 
of  Privy  Council  for  Affairs  of  Trade  and 
Forei|;n  Plantations,  and  Treasurer  of 
his  said  Majesty's  Navy ;  and  Henry  Un- 
win  Addington,  esq.,  late  his  Majesty's 
Charg6  d'Maires  to  the  United  States  of 
America:  —  And  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Albert  Gallatm,  their  En- 
voy Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  his  Britannic  Majesty : — wno, 
after  having  communicated  to  each  other 
their  respective  full  powers,  found  to  be  in 
due  and  proper  form,  have  agreed  upon 
and  concluded  the  followmg  articles : — 
•  Art  1.  His  Maiesty  the  King  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land agrees  to  pay,  and  the  United  States 
of  Ameri<^  agree  to' receive,  for  the  use  of 
the  persons  entitled  to  indemnification  and 
compensation  by  virtue  of  the  said  deci- 
sion and  convention,  the  sum  of  1,204,960 
dollars  current  money  of  the  United  States, 
in  lieu  of,  and  in  full  and  complete  satis- 
faction for,  all  sums  claimed  or  claim- 
able from  Great  Britain,  by  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  under  the  said  deci- 
sion and  convention. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  the  said  convention 
being  thus  fulfilled,  that  convention  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  cancelled  and  an- 
nulled, save  and  except  the  second  article 
of  the  same,  which  has  already  been  car- 
ried into  execution  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  said  convention,  and 
save  andexcept  so  much  of  the  third  arti- 
de  of  the  same,  as  relates  to  the  definitive 
list  of  claims,  and  has  already  hkewise 
been  carried  into  execution  by  the  said 
commissioneTs. 

Art.  3.  The  said  sum  of  1,204,960  dolr 
lars  shall  be  paid  at  Washington  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  duly  author- 
ised, on  the  part  of  the  United  states,  to 
i«ceive  the  same,  in  two  equal  payments 
as  follows  :»- 

The  payment  of  the  first  half  to  be  made 
twenty  days  after  oflkial  notification  shall 
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hate  been  made,  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  to  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Minister  in  the  said  United  States,  of  the 
ratification  of  the  present  convention  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  aqa 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate 
thereof. 

And  the  payment  of  the  second  half  to 
be  made  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1827. 

Alt.  4.  Tbe  above  sums  being  taken  as 
a  full  and  final  liquidation  of  all  claims 
whatsoever  arising  under  the  said  decision 
and  convention,  both  the  final  adjustment 
of  those  claims  and  the  distribution  of  the 
sums  so  paid  by  Great  Britain  to  the 
United  States,  shall  be  made  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  United  States  alone  shall  de- 
termine: and  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  shall  have  bo  further  concern  or 
liability  therein. 

Art,  5.  It  is  agreed  that,  from  the  date 
of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications^  the 
present  convention,  the  joint  commission 
appointed  under  the  said  eonven- 
tioQ  of  St.  Petersburgh,  of  the  12di  of 
July,  1822,  shall  be  dissolved^  and  upon 
the  dissolution  thereof,  all  tbe  documents 
and  papers  in  possession  of  the  said  com- 
mission, relating  to  claims  under  that  con- 
vention, shall  be  delivered  over  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  duly  author^ 
ized,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  to 
receive  the  same.  And  the  British  com- 
missioner shall  make  over  to  such  person 
or  persons  so  authorized,  all  the  documents 
and  pampers  (or  authenticated  copies  of  the 
same,  where  the  originals  cannot  conve- 
niently be  made  over)  relating  to  claims 
under  the  said  convention,  which  he  may 
have  received  from  his  government  for  the 
use  of  the  said  commissiott,  conformably 
to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  third 
article  of  the  said  convention. 

Art  6.  The  present  convention  shall  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratification  shall  be 
exchanged  in  London  in  six  months  from 
this  date,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  Plenipotentiariet 
aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  their  reqtective  full 
powers,  have  signed  the  same,  and  have 
affixed  thereunto  the  seals  of  their  arms* 

Done  at  London,  this  13th  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1826« 
(L.S.)    William  Huskissov. 
(L.S.)    Httv  RT  Un wiH  ADDiiraToir« 
(LS.)    Albxet  Gall  ATI  v. 

Akirica.  —  Corrospondence  relative  to 
commeicial    interconrse   between  tbe 
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United  States  of  America  and  the  Bri" 
tiah West-India  Colonies,  August,  1826, 
toyanuaiT,  1827,  | presented  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  by  command  of 
his  Majesty,  1827. 

No.  4. — Mr.  Secretary  Canning  to  Albert 
Gallatin f  Esq*  Foreign-office,  Nov.  13, 
1826. 

,  The  Undersiened,  &c.  would  willingly 
liaTe  abstained  from  offering  an^  observa- 
tions on  the  note  addressed  to  turn  by  Mr. 
Gallatin,  &c»  on  the  22nd  of  September, 
in  reply  to  the  answer  which  had  been  re- 
turned by  the  Undersigned  to  Mr.  Galla- 
tm's  note  of  the  26th  of  August ;  the  facts 
of  the  question  agitated  between  Mr.  Gal- 
latin and  the  Undersigned  admitting  of 
no  dispute,  and  their  previous  correspond- 
ence having  exhaustea  all  the  arguments, 
on  each  side,  of  which  the  matter  in  dis- 
cussion is  susceptible. 

But,  upon  reperusal  of  Mr.  Gallatin's 
note,  after  an  interval  of  a  few  weeks, 
there  appear  to  the  undersigned  to  be  two 
or  three  points  much  relied  upon  by  Mr. 
Gfdlatin,  which  it  would  be  improper  to 
leave  unnoticed. 

The  first  of  these  points,  and  that 
which  affects,  more  or  less,  the  whole  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  reasoning,  is  the  question 
of  right — ^the  right  of  a  mother  country  to 
monopolize  the  trade  of  its  colonies.  Mr. 
Gallatin  discusses  this  question  much  at 
length,  and  attaches  himself  in  that  discus- 
sion, rather,  perhaps,  to  the  terms,  than  to 
Che  substance,  of  tne  proposition  intended 
to  be  put  forward  by  the  undersigned. 

The  proposition  of  the  undersigned  is 
simply,  that  there  is  a  right  in  a  nM>ther 
country,  umvemally  admitted  among  na- 
tions, to  interdict  to  foreign  nations  a 
trade  with  her  colonies. 

It  may  be  true  (as  stated  by  Mr.  Galla- 
tin) that  every  country  has  the  same  "  right" 
to  interdict  with  foreign  nations  a  trade 
widiitself.  But  be  the  abstract''  right"  what 
it  may,  this,  at  least,  cannot  be  denied, 
that  Uie  exercise  of  that  *'  right"  has  been 
so  usual  in  one  case,  and  so  unusual  in 
the  other,  that  the  difference  of  usage  (if 
it  be  no  more)  amounts  almost  to  a  dif- 
fiirence  of  principle. 

Foreign  nations  might  justly  complain 
•f  the  one  interdiction,  that  of  trade  with 
the  mother  country,  as  an  innovation,  but 
they  have  no  just  ground  of  complaint  (apd 
DO  other  nation  than  the  United  States 
has  ever  complained)  of  the  interdiction 
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of  trade  to  the  colonies;  because,  in  all 
ages,  all  nations  baring  colonies  have 
mamtained  such  an  interdiction. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  after  having  objected,  in 
the  beginning  of  his  note,  to  the  use  of  the 
word  ''righf"  as  applied  by  the  under- 
signed to  the  colonial  trade  of  Great  Bri« 
tain,  applies  the  same  word  himself  (in- 
advertently, perhaps,)  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  his  note,  to  the  interdiction  by  the 
United  States  of  a  trade  in  British  ships 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
West-India  colonies. 

That  trade  Mr.  Gallatin  describes  as  a 
trade  which  had  been  carried  on  merely  by 
"  permission"  *'  a  permission  which  (says 
Mr.  Gallatin)  the  United  StatesJiad  a  rignt 
to  grant  or  to  withhold." 

Now,  as  according  to  Mr.  Gallatin's 
doctrine,  the  United  States  have,  in  strict- 
ness, a  ''right"  to  exclude  British  trade 
altogether  from  their  ports,  the  under- 
signed cannot  presume  to  contend  that 
they  have  not  the  same  **  right"  to  pro- 
hibit a  trade  between  those  ports  and  the 
Bristish  colonies. 

But  the  undersigned  ventures  to  affirm, 
that  the  right  which  they  have  exercised 
in  the  latter  prohibition  has  no  peculiar 
and  separate  character  growing  out  of 
long  and  general  usage,  to  distinguish  it 
in  principle  from  a  prohibition  of  aU  trade 
whatever  with  the  United  States. 

Up  to  the  year  1818,  Mr.  Gallatin  ad- 
mits that  the  trade,  since  prohibited  by  the 
United  States,  was  enjoyed  by  British 
vessels,  in  common  with  those  of  all  other 
countries.  The  interdiction,  therefore,  is 
not  of  ancient  usage,  and  so  far  is  it  from 
being  generally  applied  bv  the  United 
States  to  foreign  vessels,  that  it  operates 
against  Great  Britain  alone. 

Is  it  not  at  least  singular  that  Mr.  Gal- 
latin should  reserve  for  a  practice  thus 
novel  and  thus  partial,  the  character  of 
*'  right"  which  he  denies  to  an  usage  as 
old  as  the  establishment  of  colonies,  and 
universal  among  all  nations  to  which  co- 
lonies have  belonged  ? 

Is  it  not  singular,  also,  that  while  Mr. 
Gallatin  denies  any  claim  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  continued  enjoyment 
of  a  trade  in  the  United  States,  which  she 
is  admitted  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to  have  en- 
jcwed  uninterruptedly  up  to  the  year  1818, 
Mr.  Gallatin  puts  forward  a  claim  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  trade  with 
the  West-India  colonies  of  Great  Britain, 
on  the  ground  of  usage  and  practice  ? 
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The  United  States,  says  Mr.  Gallatin^ 
found  ^*  their  reclamation  to  participate  in 
that  commerce"  (the  trade  with  the  Bri- 
tish West-India  colonies)  on  thismund : — 

^^  That  trade  has  been  allowed  by  Great 
Britain,  it  may  be  said,  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  at  all  times,  and  has  become 
thereby  so  far  assimilated  to  that  with  the 
European  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
that  the  United  Sates  did  think  that  they 
had  the  same  claim  to  a  participation  in 
both/'  •*  As  early  as  the  year  1783,  the 
eoyemment  of  Great  Britain,  deviating 
m>m  that  principle  of  colonial  system,  ac- 
cording to  which  her  colonies  were  pro- 
hibited from  trading  directly  with  any 
other  country,  allowed  her  West-India 
colonies  to  trade  directly  with  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Bntish  vessels/' 

It  may  be  observed  as  to  these  facts,  as 
stated  by  Mr.  Gallatin  himself,  that  no 
two  things  can  be  much  more  different 
than  a  permission  (on  the  one  hand)  given 
by  Great  Britain  to  British  vessels  to 
trade  directly  between  a  British  colony 
and  another  country  (the  vessels  of  that 
other  country  remaining  bylaw,  and,  in  fact, 
excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  colony)  and 
that ''  participation,"  on  the  other  hand, 
which  implies  a  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  West-India  colonies  in  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States. 

The  relaxation  to  which  Mr.  Gallatin 
refers,  in  fact,  did  nothing  more  than 
permit  British  vessels  to  bring  certain  ar- 
ticles into  the  colonial  ports  directly  fyom 
the  place  of  their  production,  instead  of 
bringing  the  like  articles  circuitously 
throu^  the  United  Kingdom.  The  ques- 
tion, whether  these  artictes  should  be  im- 
ported circuitously  through  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  directly  from  the  place  of 
their  growth,  was  a  mere  municipal  con- 
cern, which  did  not  vary  the  exclusive 
character  of  the  colonial  system,  so  long 
as  that  importation  was  confined  to  Bri- 
tish ships. 

Undoubtedly  the  United  States  might 
then,  if  they  thought  proper,  have  inter- 
dicted the  trade  to  British  vessels  between 
their  ports  and  the  British  West-India 
colonies,  unless  American  vessels  were  al- 
lowed to  participate  in  it,  but  they  did  not. 
'  The  history  of  the  usage,  therefore,  is, 
that  up  to  a  certain  period,  a  trade  be- 
tween the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  British  West-India  colonies  in  British 
ships,  went  on  unquestioned,  while,  as 
Mr.  Gallatin,  is  awarci  no  American  ve»- 


Foreign  Relationsi 


48 


sel  could  enter  the  ports  of  the  Britidi 
West-India  colonies,  except  under  occa- 
sional and  temporary  suspensions  of  the 
colonial  law.  And  yet  it  is  upon  this  usage 
that  Mr.  Gallatin  founds. 

First. — ^A  right  in  the  United  States  to 
prohibit  British  vessels  from  clearing  out 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  the 
British  West  India  colonies; 

Secondly. — A  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  participate  in  Uie  colonial 
trade  of  Great  Britain. 

The  things  may  be  right  or  wrong  in 
themselves;  but  usage  surely  points  ex- 
actly the  contrary  way  to  that  in  which 
Mr.  Gallatin  applies  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin  has  yet  another  ground  on 
which  to  rest  this  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  aparticipation  in  the  colonial  trade 
of  Great  Britain : — 

**  During  the  European  war,  Great  Bri- 
tain found  it  convenient  occasionally,  but' 
repeatedly,  to  open  her  West-India  ports  to 
American  vessels ;  at  the  same  time  that  she 
v^s  asserting  the  principle  uniformly  de- 
nied by  the  United  States,  that  a  neutral' 
was  not  authorized  by  the  law  of  nations 
to  carry  on  in  time  of  war  a  trade  with  a 
colony,  in  which  he  was  not  permitted  to 
participate  in  time  of  peace." 

First.— If  the  ports  were  occasionally 
opened,  the  very  terms  of  the  proposition 
mow  that  they  were  generally  shut.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  imagine  either  a  more 
complete  proof  of  the  acknowledged  right 
to  admit  or  exclude  foreign  trade  from  the 
colonies,  as  the  governing  authority  might 
think  fit,  or  a  more  perfect  refutation  of 
the  plea  of  usage  in  favour  of  a  perma- 
ently  open  trade. 

Secondly. — ^The  rule  of  1756  appears  to 
have littleapplication  to  the  point  in  dispute. 
It  might  to  be  sure  be,  in  all  such  cases, 
a  question  with  the  neutral,  whether  he 
would  be  tempted  by  the  open  ports  of  one 
belligerent,  to  run  the  risk  of  capture  by  the 
other.  But  the  point  in  dispute  is,  whe- 
ther by  occasionally  openine  her  colonial 
ports.  Great  Britam  virtusdiy  abandoned 
the  right  of  closing  them  again  when  she 
thought  proper:  and  on  this  point,  the 
merits  of  the  rule  of  1756  have  not,  so  far 
as  the  undersigned  can  make  out,  the 
most  distant  bearing. 

Thirdly. — ^As  it  is  intended  to  prove 
that  the  United  States  have  a  claim  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  colonial  trade  for  ever,  be- 
cause the  ports  of  the  colonies  were  oc- 
c«sk>nallyepen^duung  the  war,  Mr.  Oal* 
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latin  describes  the  ports  as  having  been 
opened  to  American  vessels.  True,  but 
sot  to  American  vessels  only,  or  speci- 
fically. The  ports  were  open  to  the  ves- 
sels of  all  friendly  powers.  The  argu- 
ment therefore^  as  to  the  special  claim  of 
ibe  United  States,  falls  to  the  ground. 

The  tmth,  however,  is,  that  under  the 
words  **  Tight^'  and  "  claim/'  so  frequently 
fecurring  in  this  discussion,  lies  the  red 
and  fundamental  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
which  has  frustrated  all  attempts  to  settle 
the  dispute  dquestion  of  colonial  intercourse 
vpon  common  principles,  by  conventional 
arrangement. 

When  it  is  contended  that  the  **  right '' 
by  which  Great  Britain  prohibits  foreign 
tountries  from  trading  with  her  colonies,  is 
the  same  '*  right  **  with  that  by  which  she 
might  (if  she  thought  fit)  prohibit  them 
from  trading  with  herself,  this  argument 
(which  is  employed  by  the  United  States 
alone)  implies,  that  the  special  prohibition 
IB  a  grievance  to  the  United  States,  if  not 
of  the  same  amount,  of  the  same  kind,  as 
the  general  prohibition  would  be. 

I^is  is  a  doctrine  which  Great  Britain 
explicitly  denies. 

It  seems  to  be  admitted,  indeed,  that 
diere  was  a  time  when  the  distinction  be- 
tween colonial  trade  and  the  trade  of  the 
mother  country  was  tenable.  But  it  has 
been  assumed,  in  no  obscure  terms  on  the 
I>ait  of  the  United  States,  that  the  colo- 
nial system  is  now  virtually  at  an  end. 

Great  Britain  denies  this  assumption. 

Whatever  relaxation  Great  Britain  may 
think  fit  to  introduce  for  her  own  sake, 
and  for  tiiat  of  her  colonies  themselves, 
into  her  colonial  system,  she  holds  her 
''  right"  to  maintain  that  system,  as  with 
ren)ect  to  foreign  nations,  to  be  unaltered 
and  entire.  Great  Britain,  therefore,  can- 
not consent  to  any  diplomatic  arrangement 
by  which  such  "  right*'  may  appear  to  be 
lelinquished,  or  by  which  her  assertion  of 
it  can  be  understood  to  be  in  any  degree 
qualified  or  controlled. 

Hence  the  impracticability  (abeady  so 
repeatedly  proved)  of  any  treaty  upon  this 
subiect  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

Hence  the  necessity  for  Great  Britain 
of  doing  whatever  she  means  to  do  in  the 
way  of  relaxation  of  her  colonial  monopoly, 
by  acts  of  her  own  legisktion. 

This  deduction  brings  the  undersigned 
to  the  last  point  in  Mi.  Gallatin's  note. 


and  that  on  which  he  is  most  anxious 
that  there  should  be  no  misconception  be- 
tween them. 

Mr.  Gallatin  speaks  of  a  '^permanent 
exclusion  of  the  United  States  by  Great 
Britain,  from  a  trade  open  to  the  rest  of 
the  world,"  as  a  measure  different  in  cha- 
racter from  a  general  exclusion  of  all  fo- 
reign nations. 

But  is  this  a  just  description  of  the  ef- 
fect of  the  act  of  1825  ? 

Considerations  (of  which  Great  Britam 
alone  is  the  judge)  have  induced  her  to 
open  her  colonial  trade  to  other  nations. 
She  opened  it  to  them  not  as  a  matter  of 
special  favour,  or  of  special  ''claim" to 
any  one,  but  on  specified  conditions,  com- 
mon to  all  nations  who  might  think  fit  to 
subscribe  to  them,  and  to  the  United 
States  among  the  rest 

If  some  of  the  nations  of  the  worid  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  opening  thus  of- 
fered to  them,  by  acceptmg  the  condi- 
tions annexed  to  it,  and  others  have  omit- 
ted to  do  sd,  and  if  the  United  States  are, 
by  their  own  choice,  in  the  latter  class, 
surely  it  is  not  a  correct  description  of  the 
consequence  of  this,  their  own  voluntary 
omission,  to  say  that  the  United  States 
are  "excluded"  by  Great  Britain  from  a 
trade,  which,  on  tne  contrary,  Great  Bri« 
tain  invited  them  to  share.' 

Exclusion  of  foreigners' from  the  colonial 
trade  is  the  general  principle  of  colonial 
policy;  admission  to  that  trade  is  the 
exception — an  exception,  which,  in  this 
instance.  Great  Britain  was  willing  to 
grant  to  all  those  who  were  ready  to  pur- 
chase it  on  terms  tendered  equally  to  all. 

The  United  States  cannot  mean  to  put 
forward  the  pretension,  that  what  is 
granted  to  others  on  terms,  should  be 
granted  to  them  unconditionally.  If  not, 
it  seems  difficult  to  imagine  how  they  can 
feel  it  to  be  unjust  or  unkind  (it  certainly 
is  not  so  felt,  or  intended,  on  the  part  of 
this  country),  that  the  United  States  hav- 
ing, upon  a  free,  and  (as  is  known  from 
the  public  proceedings  of  their  legislature) 
deliberate  consideration,  declin^  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  terms  on  which  exception 
from  colonial  prohibition  was  tendered 
impartially  to  all  nations,  they  should  find 
themselves,  in  common  with  such  of  those 
nations  as  have  decided  like  themselves, 
liable  to  that  exclusion,  which  is  and  al- 
ways has  been,  the  general  principle  of  co- 
lonial trade.  The  undersigned  avails  him- 
selfy  &c,  George  Cavking. 


51        HOUSB  OF  COMMONS, 

Bfo/5.— 4/^^  Gallatin^  Esq.  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Canning.  Upper  Seymour 
Street,  Dec.  28, 1826. 

The  undersigned,  &c.  did  not  fail  to 
transmit  to  his  government  the  note  which 
Mr.  Canning,  &c.  did  him  the  honour  to 
address  to  him,  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, in  reply  to  the  answer  which  had 
been  returned  by  the  undersiKned  to  Mr. 
Canning's  note  of  the  1 1th  of  September. 
But,  imwilling  to  continue  a  discussion 
which  did  not  seem  likely  to  lead  to  any 
practical  result,  he  abstained  from  makin|^ 
uny  further  observationsonthesubject,untd 
he  should  have  received  special  instruc- 
tions from  his  government,  m  reference  to 
a  stale  of  things  which  was  altogether  un- 
expected at  Washington  at  the  time  of  his 
departure. 

.  Having  now  received  a  denpatch  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  the  substance  of  which  he  is  in- 
structed to  communicate  to  Mr.  Cannmg, 
die  undersigned,  In  performing  that  duty, 
will,  on  those  pomts  to  which  he  had  ai- 
leady  alluded  in  his  former  note,  have  but 
some  explanatory  remarks  to  add. 

The  right  of  Great  Britain,  which  is 
that  of  every  nation,  to  prohibit  or  allow 
foreign  commerce  with  any  part  of  her 
dominions,  is  unquestionable.  That  right, 
in  reference  to  her  colonies,  has  never 
been  denied  by  the  United  States,  any 
more  than  with  respect  to  any  other  part 
of  her  possessions,  and  it  is  also  admitted, 
that  she  may,  within  her  own  jurisdiction, 
prescribe  the  conditions  on  which  such 
commerce  sIaU  be  tolerated,  and,  at  her 
will,  again  interdict  altogether  the  inter- 
course ti^us  permitted. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  United  States, 
imless  restricted  by  treaty,  which  in  this 
case  they  are  not,  have  precisely  the  same 
right  to  prohibit,  to  allow,  and,  within 
their  own  jurisdiction,  to  regulate  foreign 
commerce  with  their  dominions,  whether 
thatccxnmerce  be  with  the  foreign  country 
itself,  or  with  its  colonies  or  possessions 
abroad.  It  was  not  inadvertenujF  that  the 
undersigned  used  the  word  "  right,"  as 
applied  to  the  United  States :  he  did  not 
object  to  the  use  of  the  word,  as  applied 
to  Great  Britain.  What  he  attempted  to 
show  was,  that  this  right,  which  was  ad- 
mitted, and  although  it  might  at  any  time 
be  exercised,  had  no  bearing  on  the  ques- 
tions which  had  been  the  sul^ect  of  diiH 
cussion  between  the  two  countries. 
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'  What  has  been  contended  for  is,  that 
since  to  any  commerce  there  must  always 
be  two  parties,  the  mutual  consent  of  both 
is  always  necessary,  in  order  that  such 
commerce  may  at  all  exist;  that  what- 
ever its  nature  may  be,  whether  of  ancient 
or  modern  date,  whether  with  colonies  or 
with  possessions  of  a  different  description, 
from  the  moment  it  does  exist,  it  becomes 
a  fit  subject  for  negotiation:  and  that 
there  is  no  reason  why  an  agreement 
should  not  on  that,  as  on  any  other  spe- 
cies of  trade,  be  founded  on  terms  of  just 
reciprocity,  though  relating  to  colonies, 
from  an  intercourse  with  which  foreigners 
had  formerly  been,  and  might  again  be, 
excluded. 

The  varbus  relaxations  of  the  colonial 
system  of  Great  Britain,  as  they  never 
were,  nor  could  have  been  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  as  diey 
were  always  accompanied  with  restrictions 
exclusively  favourable  to  her,  could  not  bd 
viewed  as  a  boon  to  them,  and  never  were 
accepted  as  such.  The  extent  to  which 
the  commerce,  when  not  laid  under  too 
severe  restrictions,  was  carried  on  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies, 
is  an  inefragable  proof  that  it  was  equally 
advantageous  to  both  parties.  If  equally 
advantageous,  there  had  been  no  »vour 
conferred  on  either  side,  there  was  no 
ground  for  a  pretension  by  either  party 
that  the  intercourse  should  be  regulated 
by  unequal  conditions. 

No  suchpretension  had  in  fact  been  ad* 
vanoed.  The  proposals  made  by  both 
parties,  during  the  negotiations  of  the 
year  1824,  were  avowedly  founded  in  a 
fair  reciprocity,  and  brought  the  parties 
very  near  together.  Unable  still  to  agree 
on  some  points,  it  was  concluded  to  suspend 
the  negotiatkm,  with  a  distinct  understand* 
ing  that  it  should  be  again  renewed  at 
some  convenient  day. 

Mr.  King  was,  m  1825,  empowered  to 
treat  on  aU  the  sul>jects  of  tne  previous 
negotiation.  He  was  instructed,  in  the 
first  instance,  as  being  a  subject  of  more 
pressing  urgency,  to  call  on  the  British 
government  to  remove  the  impediments 
which  prevented  the  execution  of  the  St. 
Petersburgh  convention.  If  his  instnic* 
tions  on  other  subjects  were  not  for- 
warded to  him,  it  was  because  he  was  en« 
gaged  in  discussions  respecting  that  con- 
vention,  and  it  was  believed  that  the  state 
of  his  health  did  not  admit  of  his  entering 
at   that   time   upon  the   more  arduous 
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duty  of  lesuming  the  suapended  negotia- 
tum. 

Of  this  his  majesty's  govenunent  ap- 
pears to  have  been  fiuly  aware.  On  the 
22nd  of  March,  1826,  Mr.  Vangfaan  ad- 
dressed an  officMd  note  to  the  Se^etary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  in  which  he 


"  I  have  received  instmctioos  from  his 

ijesty's  Government  to  acquaint  you, 
that  it  is  preparing  to  proceed  in  the  im- 
portant negpttations  between  that  country 
and  the  United  States,  now  placed  in  the 
hands  <tf  the  American  minister  in  Lon- 
don. Mr.  Hnskisson  has  been  already 
introduced  to  Mr.  R.  King,  as  his  Majes- 
^'s  Plenipotentiary,  and  the  Minister  of 
State,  having  the  department  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  has  received  his  Miuesty's  com- 
mands to  associate  Mr.  Addington,  late 
his  Majesty's  Charg^  d'Affaires  in  Ame- 
rica, with  Mr.  Hus&son,  as  joint  Pleni- 
potentiary, on  the  nart  of  Gareat  IMtain. 
The  negc^tions  will,  therefore,  be  forth- 
with resumed ;  and  it  will  be  for  the  go* 
vemment  of  the  United  States  to  judge 
^edier,  considering  the  state  of  health 
cf  Mr.  R.  King,  which  Mr  Canning  la- 
ments to  say  has  been,  since  his  arrival  in 
England,  far  from  satisfactory,  they  will 
j«ia  any  other  negotiator  in  the  com* 
mission  with  him.** 

The  President  did  deliberate  on  that 
friendly  suggestion ;  and  the  nomination 
of  a  person  to  be  associated  with  Mr. 
King  was  contemplated,  when  a  letter 
from  him,  dated  the  21st  day  of  March, 
desiring  permission  to  return,  was  received ; 
upon  which,  the  duty  of  renewing  those 
important  negotiations,  devolved,  to  his 
great  regret,  on  the  undersigned  alone. 

His  instructions  were  of  a  character 
anthorizing  the  hope  that  their  result  would 
be  satiiactory :  his  departure  was  hastened : 
on  his  9nml  in  England,  the  Order  in 
Gomicil  of  July  last  had  already  been  en- 
Sttisd.  Indeed,  it  appears  that  the  de- 
termination not  to  renew  the  negotiations 
on  the  Cokmial  intercourse,  and  to  regu- 
late it  exclusively  by  acts  of  parliament, 
had  been  taken  before  July,  1825,  when 
the  acta  to  that  effect  were  passed.  Had 
Mr.  King  been  provided  with  the  same  in- 
structions, which  the  undersigned  received 
Ibty  would  have  been  equally  unavailing. 

Of  that  determination,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  had  not  the  least 
notice.  On  the  contrary,  although  Mr. 
Vaaghan's  communication  offered  the  op- 


pottunky  of  making  known  the  intentions 
of  his  majesty's  gov^nment,  positive  as* 
surance  was  given,  of  its  being  prepared 
to  proceed  in  the  important  negotiations, 
ana  Uiat  the  negotiations  would  be  forth- 
with resumed,  without  any  suggestion  that 
the  colonial  intercourse  would  form  an  ex* 
ception. 

The  acts  of  parliament  of  the  year  1825, 
in  which  that  intention  was  to  be  dis- 
covered, never  were  officially  commnnl- 
cated.  That  of  the  27th  of  June,  passed 
only  a  few  days  before  that  of  the  5th  of 
July,  and  not  specially  repealed  by  it,  wa» 
not  calculated  to  elucidate  the  oUect  in 
view ;  and  several  causes  concurred  to  m^ 
duce  a  belief,  that  this  last  act  was  not  in-« 
tended  to  affect  the  trade  between  the 
British  ookmies  and  the  United  States,  as 
carried  on  under  the  act  of  June,  1822. 

This  belief,  and  the  reasons  for  it,  were 
distinctly  expressed  in  a  letter  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  a  member  of  con- 
gress of  the  25th  of  December,  1825,  a 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  That  letter 
was  published  iathe  American  newspapers; 
a  copy  was  furnished  to  Mr.  Vaughan; 
and  he  is  understood  to  have  transmitted  it 
to  his  government. 

That  opmion  was  corroborated  by  the 
construction  ultimately  put  on  the  act 
by  the  British  authorities.  It  was  therel^ 
provided  that  certain  privileges  granted  to 
foreigtt  ships  should  be  limitted  to  the 
ships  of  those  countries  which  dioald  eom^ 
ply  with  the  ocmditions  therein  steted, 
uidess  his  mfl^esty,  by  his  order  in  coundi, 
should  in  any  case  grant  such  privil^es, 
although  the  conditions  had  not  been  per* 
formed.  And  the  act  was  declined  t» 
come  in  full  force  and  operation  from  the 
5th  of  January,  1826.  It  had  at  first  been 
determined  at  Halifax,  that  the  port  should 
accordingly  be  shut  against  American  ves- 
sels after  that  day.  This  decision  was 
afterwards  revoked,  although  the  con* 
dition  had  not  be^  performed,  and  al- 
though no  order  in  councE  had  granted 
the  privileges  in  question. 

It  now  appears  that  the  act  of  the  5th 
ai  July,  1825,  (Gdi  Geo.  4th,  cap.  114), 
which  conteins  no  repealing  clause  of 
former  acts,  refers,  under  the  name  of  the 
law  of  navigation,  to  another  act  of  the 
same  date  (6th  Geo.  4th,  cap.  109);  that 
this,  although  it  contains  also  no  repealing 
clause,  is  understood  and  construed  as 
having  superseded  all  former  acto  on  the 
same  subject;  and  that  the  actual  repeal 
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of  the  act  of  1822  (3rd  Geo.  4th,  cap.  44, 
sec.  3,  4),  b  to  be  found  in  another  act, 
also  of  the  5th  of  July,  1825  (6th  Geo. 
4th,  cap.  105),  entitled,  **  An  act  to  re- 
peal the  several  laws  relating  to  the  cus- 
toms." 

The  intricacy  of  those  several  acts,  and 
the  difficulty  of  understanding  their  pre- 
cise meaning,  of  ascertaining  what  parts 
of  former  acta  were  actually  repealed,  and 
what  still  in  force,  a  difficulty  which,  in 
the  tase  of  the  Jubilee,,  seems  to  have  led 
into  error  one  of  the  highest  tribunals  of 
Great  Britain,  may  well  account  for  the 
oonstruction  put  upon  those  acts  in  the 
United  States ;  affording,  at  the  same  time, 
a  sufficient  reason  for  having  preferred  a 
renewal  of  the  negotiations  to  a  pure  ac- 
ceptance of  the  conditions  contemplated 
by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1825,  (6th 
Geo.  4th  cap.  114),  had  it  been  only  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  act. 

Even  so  late  as  October  last,  Mr. 
Vaughan,  as  appears  by  his  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Clay,  was  not  provided 
with  instructions  that  enabled  him  to  give 
a  satbfactoij  answer  to  the  inquiries,  whe- 
ther, acoordmgto  the  British  interpretation, 
American  vessels  might  trade  between  the 
British  colonies  and  foreign  countries, 
and  whether  discriminating  duties  of  every 
species  had  been  abolished. 

The  proposition  made  during  the  last 
session  of  congress,  and  to  which  Mr.  Can- 
ning has  alluded,  affords  an  additional 
proof  of  the  imperfect  understanding, 
owing  to  the  complexness  of  the  several 
acts  of  parliament  which  at  that  time  pre- 
vailed, respecting  their  true  object  and  in- 
tention. That  proposition  was  only  for  a 
repeal  of  the  discriminating  duties,  and  if 
adopted,  would  have  been  unavailing, 
since,  not  embracing  a  repeal  of  the  re- 
strictions on  the  circuitous  intercourse,  it 
is  now  understood  that  it  would  not  have 
been  accepted  by  the  British  government, 
as  a  compliance  with  the  condition  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  the  5di  of  July,  1 825. 

It  b  not  intended,  by  these  facts  and 
observations,  to. convey  any  reproaches 
against  his  majesty's  government  on  ac- 
count of  the  unexpected  resolution  which 
it  has  taken.  But  they  satisfiactorily  show, 
that  the  United  States  could  have  en- 
tertained no  doubt  of  the  continued  dis- 
position of  Great  Britain  to  settle  the 
colonial  mtercourse  by  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement,  and   that   there   were   per- 
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emptory  reasons  for  preferring  that  mode 
rather  than  to  legislate  on  the  subject. 

Supposing  even  that  the  determination 
of  the  British  government  not  to  renew 
the  negotiation  on  that  point  had  been 
communicated  or  known,  the  specific  con- 
dition on  which  American  vessels  might 
be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  m-: 
tercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
the  British  colonies  was  so  expressed  in 
the  act  of  parliament  as  to  have  required 
explanations  before  it  could  be  complied 
with. 

The  condition  required  from  countries 
having  colonies  was  both  distinct  and  re-< 
ciprocal.  Nothing  more  was  asked  than 
that  they  should  grant  to  British  ships  the 
like  privileges  of  trading  with  their  colonial 
possessions,  which  were  granted  to  their 
ships  of  trading  with  the  British  posses- 
sions abroad.  No  regard  was  paid  to  the 
importance  of  such  colonial  possessions. 
Sweden,  by  permitting  British  vessels  to 
trade  with  the  island  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
was  allowed  privileges  which  were  offered 
to  the  United  States  on  very  different 
terms.  And,  with  the  exception  of  some 
of  the  German  states,  those  terms  applied 
to  no  other  maritime  power  than  the 
United  States.  All  this  ureat  Britain  had 
a  right  to  do ;  no  complaint  is  preferred  on 
that  account ;  it  was  the  conoition  which 
was  required  from  them  which  they  had 
to  consider. 

.  That  condition  was,  that  the  United 
States  should  place  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  this  country  (Great  Britain), 
and  of  its  possessions  abroad,  upon  the 
footing  of  the  most  favoured  nation. 

Had  the  condition  been  limited  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  British 
colonies ;  had  it  been  so  intended  and  ex- 

gressed,  as  that  the  United  States  might 
ave  satisfied  it,  by  placing  the  intercourse 
between  their  dominions  and  the  British 
colonies  on  the  same  footing  in  every 
respect,  as  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States,  and  the  colonies  of  the  most 
favoured  nation ;  the  condition,  though  not 
altogether  free  of  objection,  would  at  least 
have  been  apparently  reciprocal.  To  re- 
quire besides,  that  it  should  be  extended 
to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  Great 
Britain  generally,  that  it  should  embrace 
that  intercourse  between  her  and  the 
United  States  which  is  regulated  by  a 
special  convention,  that  they  should  grant 
any  privilege  in  that  intercourse  to  British 
vessds,  not  stipulated  by  that  convention^ 


67 


Foreign  RtlatiOM. 


March  36,  1837. 


5d 


as  the  price  for  the  permission  of  trading 
with  the  British  colonies,  was  a  total  de- 
parture from  the  principles  of  a  just  re- 
ciprocity. 

But  it  appeared  also  extremely  difficult, 
if  at  all  possible,  to  understand  what  was 
meant — ^by  placing  that  commerce  and 
navigation  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
favoured  nation. 

If  Great  Britain  only  asked  to  be  placed 
on  that  footing,  on  giving  the  same 
equivalent  which  any  other  foreign  nation 
may  have  given  to  the  United  States,  in 
order  to  have  privileges  which  she  does 
not  enjoy,  the  navigation  law  of  the 
United  States  has  already  made  provision 
in  that  respect.  There  is  no  privilege  en- 
joyed in  the  United  States,  by  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  any  foreign  na- 
tion, which  great  Britain  may  not  obtain, 
by  allowing  to  them  the  same  reciprocal 
advantages  which  they  enioy  in  the  ports  of 
such  foreign  nation,  and  on  whicn  such 
privilege  depends.  To  comply  with  the 
condition  thus  understood,  the  United'States 
would  have  had  no  new  act  to  perform. 
This  could  hardly  be  presumed  to  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  act  of  parliament. 
.  But  if,  by  that  act,  it  was  mtended  to 
require,  as  the  condition  for  allowing  to 
American  vessels  the  privilege  of  trading 
with  the  British  colonies,  that  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  her  possessions  abroad,  should, 
without  any  other  equivalent,  be  generally 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  die  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  any  other  foreign 
nation,  which,  by  reason  of  reciprocal 
advantages  altowed  to  American  vessels, 
may,  now  or  hereafter,  be  entitled  to 
greater  privileges  than  Great  Britain  now 
enjoys,  the  condition  was  inadmissible. 

British  vessels,  and  those  of  several 
other  nations,  may  now,  by  virtue  of  treaty, 
stipulations,  or  of  other  reciprocal  regula- 
tions, import  into  the  United  States,  arti- 
cles of  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
countries  to  which  such  vessels  respec- 
tively belong,  on  the  same  terms,  and  on 
the  payment  of  the  same  duties  of  ton- 
nage, and  on  the  cargo,  as  if  imported  in 
American  vessels.  In  every  instance  the 
privilege  is  reciprocal,  and  will  cease  with 
respect  to  any  of  those  countries,  whenever 
vessels  of  the  United  States  laden  with 
produce  of  the  United  States  may  cease 
to  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  such 
country  on  the  same  terms  as  its  own  ves- 
ids. 


In  conformity  with  the  navigation  law 
of  the  United  States,  the  prohibition  to 
import,  in  foreign  vesseb,  merchandise 
not  the  produce  of  the  country  to  which 
such  vessels  respectively  belong,  extends 
only  to  the  vesseb  of  such  nations  as 
have  adopted  a  similar  reg^ulation.  Great 
Britain  is  accordingly  one  of  the  few  na- 
tions to  which  the  prohibition  applies. 

In  pursuance  of^the  treaty  concluded  in 
December,  1825,  between  the  United 
States  and  central  America,  whatever  may 
be  imported  into  or  exported  from  either 
country  in  its  own  vessels,  to  or  from  any 
foreign  place  whatever,  may,  in  like  man- 
ner, and  on  payment  of  the  same  duties, 
be  imported  or  exported  in  the  vessels  of 
the  other  country. 

If,  therefore,  it  was  meant  by  the  con- 
dition required,  that  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  her 
possessions  abroad,  should  be  gratuitously 
and  generally  placed  on  the  footing  of  the 
most  favoured  nations,  the  United  States, 
in  order  to  comply  with  it,  and,  as  the 

Srice  for  the  permission  to  trade  with  the 
British  colonies,  would  have  been  obliged—- 
1 .  to  admit  the  importation  of  British  mer- 
chandise in  British  vessels,  on  the  same 
terms,  and  on  payment  of  the  duties,  as  if 
imported  in  American  vessels,  although 
the  convention  of  1815  should  have  ex- 
pired, and  the  correspondingprivilege  was  no 
longer  allowed  to  American  vessels  in  Bri- 
tish ports ;  2.  to  admit  the  importation, 
in  British  vessels,  of  the  produce  of  every 
foreign  country,  although  the  importation 
into  British  ports,  of  ^e  like  produce  in 
American  vessels,  should  still  be  prohi- 
bited; 3.  if  the  condition  was  intended 
to  apply  to  privileges  granted  subsequent 
to  die  date  of  the  act  of  parliament,  to 
admit  the  importation  of  such  foreign  pro« 
duce  in  British  vessels,  even  without  being 
charged  with  any  discriminating  duties, 
and  generally  to  allow  to  British  vessels; 
without  reciprocity,  all  the  reciprocal  ad- 
vanta^s  to  which  the  vessels  of  Central 
Amenca  are  entitled. 

If  this  was  not  the  intention  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  if  the  words  "  commerce 
and  navigation  of  this  country,*'  were 
meant  only  to  include  the  circuitous  in- 
tercourse, the  expressions  used  to  con- 
vey that  meaning  must  be  admitted  to 
have  been  much  too  general.  Thb  last 
interpretation  has  been  suggested  only  by 
the  observations  that  have  occurred  in  the 
course  of  Mr.  Canning's  comspondence 


59        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

widi  the  undersigned.  If  sach,  or  any 
other  admiBsible  construction  was  intendea^ 
the  most  obvious  way  of  preventing  both 
an  erroneous  interpretation  of  the  condi- 
tion, and  %ny  unfounded  expectations,  in 
reference  to  a  renewal  of  the  negotiations, 
would  have  been  an  official  communica- 
tion of  the  act  of  parliament,  accompanied 
with  a  ftill  and  free  explanation  of  the  con- 
dition required,  and  of  the  intentions  of  his 
Mcyesty's  government  on  the  whole  subject. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  is 
animated  by^  the  most  smcere  desire  to 
maintain  with  that  of  Great  Britain  not 
merely  the  forms  of  courtesy  and  amity, 
but  to  cultivate  a  Cordial  and  lasting 
friendship,  to  settle  every  controverted 
question  between  them  upon  principles  of 

{'ttstice  and  reciprocity,  and  by  an  enlarged 
iberality  in  their  mutual  intercourse,  to 
advance  the  real  prosperity  of  both. 

Entertaining  tnis  desire,  it  has  learnt 
with  regret  the  resolution  of  his  nmjesty's 
government  to  close  the  door  against  those 
uiendly  explanations,  and  that  free  and 
mutual  exposition  of  the  wishes  and  views 
of  the  parties,  so  essential  between  two 
nations  whose  interests  aild  happiness  are 
so  interwoven  as  those  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  and  which  can  be  but 
partially  and  imperfectly  interdianged,  if 
mutual  legislation  is  substituted  to  nego- 
tiation and  to  the  ordinary  mode  of  treating. 

As  the  only  alternative  which  this 
course  has  left,  it  was  the  President's  in- 
tention to  lay  the  whole  correspondence 
which  has  passed  between  the  two  goveni- 
meots  on  that  subject,  including  the  m- 
Btructions  given  to  the  several  American 
ministers  near  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
before  Congress  at  their  present  session. 
It  will  remain  with  that  body  to  decide, 
whether  the  Colonial  intercourse  shall  be 
altogether  closed,  whether  that  portion  of 
it  teft  open  by  the  Older  m  Council  shall 
continue  so,  or  on  what  conditions  com- 
patible with  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  thai  trade  may  be  placed. 

The  Undersigned  has  been  further  in- 
structed to  give  at  the  same  time  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  the  assurance,  that, 
notwithstanding  its  late  decisbn,  that  of 
the  United  States  willbe  seady,  at  Wash- 
ington or  at  London,  to  treat  of  the 
Colonial  intercourse,  whenever  itmajbe 
the  desire  or  inclination  of  GreU  Britain 
to  negociate  on  that  subject. — The  Un- 
dersigned, &c. 

(Signed)       Albert  Oaliatik* 
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(Enclosure  in  No.  5.) — The  kon.  tt. 
Clay  to  the  hon.  C  C.  Cambreling^  H* 
R.  Department  of  State,  December  26  f 
1825. 

Sir. — I  have  perused  the  letter  which 
you  left  with  me,  and  which  \s  herewith 
returned,  respecting  the  construction  put, 
at  Halifax,  upon  me  late  British  act  of 
Parliament,  opening  the  trade  and  inter-* 
course  between  the  British  American 
colonies,  and  foreign  countries.  And  I 
have  also  examined  the  acts  of  Parliament 
of  the  4th  and  5th  George  4th,  referred 
to  in  the  5th  section  of  the  above-men- 
tioned act.  The  result  is  a  belief,  that 
the  Halifax  construction  is  not  that  which 
was  btended  by  the  British  government, 
or,  if  it  be,  that  it  was  designed  by  an 
Order  in  Council  to  except  the  trade  and 
intercourse  wllh  the  Uiuted  Stat^  from 
the  operation  of  the  act,  when  so  inter* 
preted.  I  should  strongly  incline  to  think, 
but  for  the  opposite  view  entertained  at 
Halifax,  that  the  act  to  regulate  the  trade 
of  the  British  possessions  abroad,  passed 
in  July  last,  did  not  intend  to  disturb  or 
affect  the  trade  between  the  British 
American  colonies  and  tiiie  United  States, 
but  meant  to  leave  that  trade  on  the 
footing  which  it  was  put  by  the  aforesaid 
act  of  the  4th  George  4th,  and  the  sub« 
sequent  act  of  imiemnity  of  the  6tb 
George  4th. 

That  the  British  government  did  not 
look  forward  to  such  an  operation  of  the 
act  of  Parlhunent  as  is  about  to  be  en-' 
forced  at  Halifax,  I  think  clear  from  the 
following  considerations  :^* 

First.  It  would  be  inconsistent  with  pro- 
fessions made  by  that  government  to  this, 
and  with  negotiations  between  the  two 
governments,  contemplated,  if  not  yet 
resumed. 

Second.  No  notification  has  been  given 
at  Washington  or  at  London  of  such  a 
purpose  as  that  which,  for  the  first  time, 
is  indicated  at  Halifax. 

Third.  The  British  minister  here  is  un-* 
advised  by  his  government  of  any  intention 
to  close  the  colonial  ports  against  our 
vessels ;  and. 

Fourth.  No  mformation  has  been  ie« 
ceived  here  from  any  British  cdbnial  port, 
except  Halifax,  of  such  intention. 

If  the  Halifax  construction  be  correct, 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  British  govern- 
ment must  have  intended  to  have  created 
an  exception  to  our  trade,  by  an  Order  ia 
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Couneil,  which  had  not  arrived  at  the 
date  of  the  last  advices  from  Halifax, 

If  I  am  right  in  that  conjecture,  the 
order  may  yet  reach  that  place  before,  or 
a  few  days  fliter,  the  day  fixed  (the  5th  of 
January  next)  for  the  commencement  of 
the  act  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  Clat. 

The  Hon.  C.  C.  Cambreling,  &c. 

No.  6.  — *  Jlf^.  Secretary  Canning  to 
Albert  Oallatvif  Esq.  Foreign-office^ 
Jan.  27, 1827, 

The  Undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  note  addressed  to  him 
on  the  28th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  &c. 
in  replying  to  which,  the  Undenigned 
will,  as  far  AS  possible,  conform  himself  to 
the  example  of  Mr.  Qaliatin,  in  putting 
aside  those  points  of  the  question  in  s^* 
tation  between  them  which  have  been 
already  exhausted  in  argament,  and  the 
Aurther  discussion  of  which  would  not 
lend  to  any  practical  advantage. 

.The  parts  of  Mr.  Qail^tin's  note  which 
appear  to  the  Undersigned  to  require  any 
observation,  relate  to  matters  rather  of 
fiict  than  of  leasooing, 

Mr,  Qaliatin  complains  that  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1825.  was  not  o£5ciaUy 
communicated  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  it  was  not :  nor 
has  it  been  the  habit  of  the  two  govern* 
meats  to  commuxiicate  reciprocally  to 
each  other  acts  of  their  respective  le^a-* 
tures. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  1823,  an  act, 
tbe  provisions  of  which  specially  affected 
Great  Britain,  was  not  officially  com- 
municated either  to  the  King^s  minister  at 
Washington,  or  to  his  Ma^^y's  govern- 
ment by  the  American  mmister  resident 
at  this  dourt.  So  far  from  any  such  com- 
mnnication  being  made,  or  any  voluntary 
€Z|danation  of  the  bearing  of  that  act 
being  offered,  it  was  not  till  after  repeated 
and  pressing  inquiries  that  his  Majesty's 
minister  at  Washington  succeeded  lo  ob- 
taining from  the  American  Secretary  of 
State  the  true  construction  of  the  most 
important  dause  of  that  act—the  clause 
in  which  the  United  States  claimed  that 
their  trade  to  the  British  West-India 
colonies  should  be  pat  on  the  same  footing 
with,  the  trade  to  the  same  colonies  from 
^'elsewhere;"  and  learnt,  lo  his  great 
astonishment,  that  under  that  word  ^'else- 
vhere'^  was  intended  to  be  signified,  not 
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only  the  other  dependencies   of  Great 
Britain,  but  the  ^'  mother  country  itself.'\* 

The  Undersigned,  at  the  same  time^ 
begs  that  it  may  not  be  supposed  thai  ihe 
British  government  withheld  from  the 
government  of  the  United  States  a  com^ 
munication  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
1825  from  any  notion  of  retaliation  for 
the  omission  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  communicate  to  Uiat  of 
his  Majesty  the  act  of  Congress  of  1823. 

He  refers  to  that  instance  of  omission 
on  the  part  of  the  American  government 
only  in  proof. 

First.  That  the  ordinary  and  natural 
course  between  States  is  not  to  make  di- 
plomatic communications  of  the  acts  of 
their  respective  legishtures ;  and,  seconds 
ly,  that  no  mference  could  be  drawn  from 
such  aq  omission  on  the  one  side  any 
more  than  on  the  othex».of  (what  the  Un^ 
dersigned  disclaims  for  his  government) 
an  intentional  want  of  courtesy  or  respecC 

But  the  act  of  1825  did  not  relate  spe*- 
cially  to  the  United  States*  It  held  out 
to  all  nations  of  the  world  certain  benefits^ 
(or  what  were  believed  by  ttie  British  go* 
vemment  to  be  so)  on  certain  conditicms. 

If  a  communication  of  the  act  had  been 
made  to  one  nation,  it  must  hare  been 
made  alike  to  all.  Such  communication 
would  have  been  liable  to  different  misre^ 
presentations;  sOme  governments  might 
have  considered  it  as  a  solicitation  to  which 
they  were  bound  in  courtesy  to  give  some 
answer,  exnUii^ing  their  reasons  for  dcr- 
clining,  if  toey  did  decline,  to  avail  them>- 
selves  of  the  provisions  of  the  act :  <»thera 
mighty  perhaps,  have  taken  umbrage  at  it» 
as  an  authontative  pretension  to  impose 
the  legislation  of  this  country  upon  other 
nations. 

The  simplest  course  was  to  allow  ihe 
provisions  of  the  act  to  find  th^  way  to 
general  knowledge  through  the  usual 
channels  of  commercial  information. 

The  Undersigned  has  no  reason  lo  ap«> 
prehend  that  this  course  has  pi^oved  kas 
effectual  on  the  present  than  on  fomer 
occasions. 

The  conditiotts  of  the  act  of  1825  have 
been  accepted  and  carried  into  effect  br 
some  governments:  that  of  the  United 
States  has  not  Uiought  it  expedient  to  4aka 
advantage  of  them.  But  the  Undersigned 
cannot  but  be  still  of  opinion,  that  the  re- 
solution proposed  in  the  House  of  repre* 
sentatives,  at  Washi^oo,  at  the  b^in« 
ning  of  the  last  session  ef  Congress,  for 
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the  express  purpose  of  urging  the  execu- 
tive goremment  of  the  United  States  to 
come  into  the  terms  of  the  act  of  1825, 
the  debates  which  took  place  upon  that 
proposition,  and  the  final  rejection  of  it  by 
a  majority  of  only  two  votes,  show  that  it 
was  not  for  want  of  a  sufficient  under- 
standing of  the  intent  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment, diat  the  conditions  of  it  were  not 
accepted  by  the  United  States. 

To  one  piece  of  evidence,  which  proves 
the  perfect  understanding  in  America,  not 
only  of  the  purport  and  provisions  of  the 
act  of  parliament  of  1825,  but  of  the  con- 
ditions which  it  would  be  requisite  for  the 
American  legislature  to  perform,  in  order 
to  entitle  the  United  States  to  tiie  benefit 
of  that  act,  the  Undersigned  might  have 
scrupled  to  refer  (as  not  bemg  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  diplomatic  document)^  if  Mr, 
Gallatb  had  not  encouraged  him  to  bring 
forward  any  document  tending  to  throw 
light  on  the  matter  in  dispute,  by  citing, 
in  support  of  his  own  view  of  that  matter, 
a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Clay  to  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress. 

Early  in  the  session  of  Congress  of 
1825-26,  a  petition  from  Baltimore  was 

I)resented  to  both  houses  of  the  American 
egislature,  in  which  petition  it  was  dis- 
tinctly pointed  out,  that  the  British  act  of 
parliament  of  July,  1825,  had  not  only 
manifested  the  readiness  of  this  country 
to  remove  all  discriminating  duties,  but 
also  to  permit  American  ships  to  clear  out 
from  British  colonies,  not,  as  theretofore, 
to  the  ports  of  the  United  States  only, 
'but  to  flJl  parts  of  the  world  (the  United 
Kingdom  and  its  dependencies  alone  ex- 
cepted.) 

The  petition,  with  equal  distinctness, 
invited  the  attention  of  the  American  le- 
gislature to  the  conditions  on  which  these 
advanteges  might  be  secured  to  the  United 
Stetes,  and  prayed  for  the  removal  of  the 
several  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Ameri* 
can  act  of  1823,  not  of  the  *'  discrimi- 
nating duties"  only,  but  of  the  prohibi- 
tion of  what  is  called  by  Mr.  UaUatin, 
"  circuitous  intercourse  in  British  shipa;" 
the  petitioners  expressly  submitting  to 
Congress  the  propriety  of  admitting  Bri- 
tish vessels,  from  whatever  ports,  on  the 
same  terms  as  the  vessels  of  the  most  fa- 
voured nations. 

It  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress,  that  it  was  against 
the  prayer  of  this  petition  (but  without  im- 
peachment of  any  of  its  allegations)  that 
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the  decision  of  the  American  legislatare, 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  was  taken  :  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  therefore,  that  the 
American  legislature,  had  the  whole  pur- 
port and  bearing  of  the  act  of  1825  full 
before  their  eyes. 

The  fact,  that^me  of  the  British  au« 
thorities  abroad  took  upon  themselves  to 
suspend  the  execution  of  the  act  of  1825, 
towietrds  the  United  States,  is  undenied. 

But  the  only  effect  of  this  suspension 
was — ^the  continuance  of  the  benefits  of 
the  then  existing  stete  of  thines  to  the 
United  Stetes,  for  nearly  a  twelvemonth 
longer  than  they  would  otherwise  have  en- 
joyed it. 

That  contmuance  was  nermitted  by  the 
British  government  mainly  in  considera- 
tion of  the  then  pendency  in  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  United  Stetes,  of  the  resolution 
herein  before  mentioned,  for  conforming 
to  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  1825« 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  au- 
thentic intelligenoe  of  these  proceedings 
at  Washington,  an  instruction  was  sent 
out  to  Mr.  Vaughan,  grounded  on  the  be- 
lief of  the  British  government,  that  Con- 
gpress  would  not  separate  without  adopting 
the  resolution  then  under  their  considera- 
tion. In  that  case,  and  upon  receiving 
an  assurance  from  the  American  govern* 
ment  that  the  restrictions  and  chai^i^es  on 
British  shipping,  and  British  coloni^  pro- 
duce, would  be  withdrawn  by  the  United 
Stetes,  Mr.  Vaughan  was  authorised  to 
deliver  a  note  to  the  American  Secretaxj 
of  Stete,  declaring — that  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  imposed  upon  Americiui 
ships  and  their  cargoes  in  the  West  Indies 
should  immediately  cease.  .  Mr.  Vaughan 
was  actually  in  possession  of  this  instruc- 
tion, when  the  resolution,  on  the  assumed 
adoption  of  which  the  instruction  to  Mr. 
Vangh^  had  been  founded,  was  rejected. 
It  was  no  part  of  Mr.  Vaughan's  duty  to 
make  any  communication  upon  the  sub- 
ject to  the  American  government  before 
the  result  of  the  discussion  was  ascertainedc 
After  that  result  (wholly  unexpected  in 
this  country),  any  such  communication 
would  have  been  not  only  useless,  but 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  consideicd  as 
an  improper  appeal  against  the  foimal  de« 
cision  of  the  American  ledslatnie. 

That  Mr.  Vaughan  diould  not  after- 
wards have  been  authorised  to  enter  into 
any  discussion  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  1825  **  BO  late  as  October  last,"  is  not 
surprisingi  when  it  is  considered  that  Mr« 
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VtJHghiuiy  immediately  after  th^  cloae  of 
the  scMOon  of  Confess,  was  instructed  to 
announce  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's 
gavemment  to  pass  the  order  b  council  of 
July  (consequent  upon  the  decision  of 
the  American  legislature),  by  which  the 
tei!ms  of  the  act  of  1835  were  Tirtually  de- 


Mr.  Gallatin  aoconnts  for  the  rejection 
of  the  resolution^  proposed  to  the  Ame- 
rican legislature,  by  the  persuasion  which, 
ne  says,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  entertained,  that  the  negotiation  on 
the  cotgect  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
West-India  colonies  would  be  renewed. 
•  The  undersigned  Is  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand on  what  ground  it  was  assumed  at 
.Washington,  that  there  would  be,  at  all 
times,  an  unabated  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  British  goyemment  to  make 
the  trade  of  its  West-India  colonies  the 
subject  of  diplomatic  arrangement. 

The  dicumstanoes  of  the  case  were  en- 
tirely chaneed. 

:  {Repeated  negotiation  had  failed  to  pro- 
iduce  any  material  approximation  of  opi- 
nions upon  Uiat  subject. 

ne  last  attempt  at  an  adjustment  had 
been  made,  with  an  evident  conviction  on 
jbodi  sides  that  there  existed  between  tiiem 
isn  unconquerable  difference  of  princiole, 
^and  that  it  was  by  that  difference,  rather 
than  by  any  decided  irreconcileableness 
of  interest,  that  a  satisfactory  aimnge- 
ment  was  rendered  hopeless. 
,  l*he  nature  of  that  difference  has  been 
sufficiently  discussed ;  it  lies  in  the  de- 
teimination  of  the  United  States  to  dis- 
pute, and  in  that  of  Great  Britain  to  main- 
tain, the  established  distinction  between 
^neral  and  colonial  trade. 

Great  Britain  had,  therefore,  an  obvious 
.motive  for  doing  thenceforward  whatever 
she  might  think  jt  right  to  do,  in  relax- 
ation of  her  colonial  system,  rathn  by  the 
instrumentality  of  her  own  legislature  than 
by  compact  with  a  State,  wiUi  which  she 
disagreed  in  opinion,  as  to  the  principles  of 
colonial  tiide,  so  widely,  that  it  would 
liave  been  impossible  to  construct  a  pream- 
ble to  a  treaty  on  that  sulgect,  in  the 
enunciatbns  of  which  the  two  contracting 
{Arties  should  have  concurred. 

But  there  was  yet  another  reason  for 
avoiding  further  negotiations  upon  die 
subset. 

Hitherto,  when  the  trade  with  the  British 
West-India  colonies  had  been  opened  at 
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all,  it  had  been  opened  chiefly  though  not 
exclusively,  to  the  United  States;  to  no 
othercounby  had  it  been  opened  by  specific 
and  positive  convention. 

But  a  time  had  now  arrived  wheD,  from 
motives  of  general  policy,  Great  Britaia 
thought  it  advisable  to  aUow  access  to  her 
colonies  to  all  foreign  powers,  without  exr 
ception,  on  conditions  tendered  alike  to 
aU. 

Such  indiscriminate  opening  could  only 
be  effected  by  some  process  common  to  aft 
those  who  were  permitted  or  invited  to 
take  advantage'  of  it ;  impartiality  was 
thus  maintained  towards  all  parlies,  and 
the  power  of  control  over  her  own  colo- 
nies #as  at  the  saiAe  time  retained  in  the 
hands  of  the  mother  country. 

The  undersigned  believes  that  he  has  now 
touched  on  every  topic  in  the  last  note  ad-* 
dressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  to  whidi- 
he  had  not  had  occasion  to  advert  in  formes 
stages  of  theircorrespondence.  He  will  not 
allow  himsdf  to  be  drawn  again  into  a  dis* 
cussion  of  topics  already  more  than  suffix 
ciently  debated. 

7he  undersigned  trusts  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary for  him,  in  concluding  this  note, 
to  return  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  assurances  of 
the  friendly  disposition  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  assurances  equally  sin-* 
cere,  that  there  is  the  most  cordial  desire, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  to  cultivate 
the  friendship  of  the  United  States. 

Ilie  ties  of  common  origin,  laws,  and 
language,  must  always  form  strtrng  bonds 
of  natioiud  alliance  between  them.  Their 
respective  interests,  well  understood,  har- 
monize ti^ther  as  much  as  their  feelings. 

But  it  has  never  jet  been  held  a  duty 
of  international  amity  (any  more  than  of 
friendship  in  private  life)  to  submit  to  un- 
equal compacts.  Nor  has  it  ^ver  been 
held  an  offence  against  such  duty  that  a 
nation  (any  more  than  an  inoividual) 
should  decline  to  make  uncompensated 
sacrifices. 

Between  two  nations,  as  between  two 
individuals,  most  friendly  to  each  other, 
there  may  sometimes  happen,  unfortu- 
nately, to  exist  some  known  subject  of  in- 
curable difference  of  opinion.  In  any 
such  case,  it  is  perhaps  most  advisable  to 
keep  that  subject  as  much  as  possible  out 
of  sight,  and  to  take  care  that  it  shall  not 
interfere  with  the  tenour  of  their  eeneral 
intercourse  and  of  their  habitual  relations. 

The  refusal  to  n^gulate  the  trade  of  our 
colonies  by  a  oommercial  treaty  whicl^ 

D 


87        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Fimncmd  Siaf  afih$  CamUty. 


«B 


the  Britiaii  Goreniiiieiit  mty  ^nik  (ereii 
iferronemisly)  diMdvantageoas  to  its  in- 
teresU  canDot  give  juBt  cauw  of  offence  to 
any  power  whatever. 

In  the  present  instance  the  undersigned 
18  most  hanpy  to  be  able  to  qualifjr  sttcb 
lefhsal  with  the  declaration,  that  it  is  not 
in  any  degree  dictated  fay  sentiments  either 
unfriendly  or  disrespectfiil  to  the  United 
States,  or  by  any  indifference  to  the  ami- 
eabte  settlement  of  til  oUier  questions,  at 
present  pending  between  them  and  Oresat 
Britain. 

Of  these  questions,  one  has  been  already 
happily  arranged  since  Mr.  GbUaitin's  ar- 
rival in  this  country. 

The  undersigned  looin  forward  with  c<m- 
fidence,  no  less  than  with  anxiety,  to  such 
an  arrangement  of  the  remainder,  as,  ef- 
fusing all  traces  of  past  discussions,  and 
satis^mgallfair  and  reasonable  pretensions 
on  both  sides,  may  secure,  for  alongperiod 
of  years  to  come,  reciprocal  good  under- 
standing and  good  will  between  two  kin- 
dred nations^  The  Undersigned  has  the 
honour,  &c.    (Signed) 

QfioRGE  Cakvivo. 

FiiTANCiAL  State  of  the  Couw- 
TRT.]  The  Chancelk>r  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House 
resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Sop- 
ply.  On  the  question,  that  the  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  Maherly  said,  he  should  not  have 
risen  to  oppose  the  motion  for  the  Speakei^s 
leaving  tne  chair,  had  he  not  felt  it  to  be 
necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  state  of  the  finances*  He 
supposed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in- 
lenaed,  when  the  House  was  in  a  com- 
mittee of  supply,  to  move  for  a  vote  on 
account.  Now,  he  thought  that  the 
House  ought  to  come  to  a  resolution  to 
vote,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
small  sums  on  account  of  the  several 
branches  of  the  public  service,  and  to  de- 
Ux  the  voting  of  large  sums  until  it  was 
made  acquainted  with  the  sources  from 
which  the  money  to  make  them  good  was 
to  come.  Last  year,  the  right  )K)n.  gen- 
tleman had  XxM  the  House,  that  he  had  a 
sinking  fund  of  5,000,000/.,  when  in  point 
of  ikct  he  had  no  such  thing.  He  had 
also  told  them,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
diminish  the  unfunded  debt,  and  had  ab- 
solutely been  allowed  to  raise  a  loan  of 
8,000,000/.  to  do  so.  Now,  he  should 
like  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  tell  the 


House  what  he  had  done  with  the  sum 
which  he  had  raised  for  that  purpose? 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  carried,  he  be- 
lieved, the  act  which  he  obtained  inte^ 
execution;    and   he  was  informed  tihal 
the  right  hon.   gentleman  had  received 
3,500,000/.  in  Exchequer-bilk,  and  the 
remainder  in  money.    Now,  that  loan  watf 
granted  for  the  express  purpose  of  paying 
off  6,000,000/.  of  the  11 ,000,000/.  due 
from  the  government  to  the  Bank.    What, 
he  would  ask,  had  the  right  hon«  gentle- 
man done  with  the  proceeds  of  the  loan 
after  he  had  obtainea  it?    Why,  he  took 
the  4,600,000/. — which  he  had  received 
in  money,  and  which  he  had  obtained  for 
aspecific  purpose — and  applied  them  to  the 
ways  and  means  of  the  year,  and  to  what 
he  was  pleased  to  denominate  the  sinking- 
fund.    The  hon.  member  then  asserted, 
that  no  reduction  in  the  amount  of  Uie 
unfunded  debt  had  been  effected  by  the 
loan  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
obtained  last  year.    He  had  been  informed 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  appro* 
priated  1,200,000/.  to  the  service  of  the 
sinking-fund    for    the    present    quarter. 
Now,  he  should  like  to  know  where  the 
right  hob.  gentleman  was  to  get  that  sum  ? 
Not  from  the  revenue,  he  was  quite  sure. 
He  must  either  borrow  it  from  the  Bai^Cy 
or  get  it  from  some  quarter  with  which  the 
House  was^  not,  though  it  ought  to  be, 
acquamted.    He  did  not  blame  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  for  not  having  a  revenue 
equal  to  his  anticipation,  but  m  did  think 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  delhlcation 
which  had  taken  place  in  it,  the  whole 
subject  of  our  revenue  should  undergo  th^ 
investigation  of  a  committee.    The  con- 
sideration of  our  finances  ought  not  to  be 
deferred  till  May ;  it  ought  to  be  under*- 
taken  immediately.    When  our  finances 
were  in  a  fiourishing  state,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had   brought  on  the  budget 
early :  now  that  they  were  in  a  deranged 
state,  he  deferred  it  to  the  latest  oppor- 
tunity.   He  contended   that   the   right 
hon.  gentleman  had  no  sinking-fund  of 
5,000,000/.  this  year :  and  that  he  ought 
therefore  to  state  his  ways  and  means  be- 
fore he  asked  the  House  to  grant  a  supply 
of  20,000,000/.      Without   having    any 
wish  to  embarrass  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, he  felt  himself  under  the  necesBity 
of  opposing  the  motion  for  the  Speakei^ 
leaving  the  chair. 

The  Ckancelior  of  ike  Excheqwr  said,, 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  bad  declared  that 
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he  had  no  inteMio^  to  embanasa  htm ; 
but  if  be  were  to  be  drawn  by  the  hon. 
geDtlemaa  into  a  premature  exj^anatton 
ef.  hb  fdana  for  the  year,  he  should  not 
only  be  gieaHy  embairassed  himself,  but 
ahoimd  produce  much  embarrassment,  and 
iaflid  infinite  mischief,  upon  the  public. 
Now,  as  he  did  not  wish  either  to  embar- 
laas  or  to  injure  the  public,  he  must  de« 
eiine,  with  all  courtesy  to  the  hon.  gentle^ 
nan,  to  answer  any  of  his  questions. 
Not  that,  by  so  doing,  he  intended  to 
admit  tfa^t  any  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
atatements  were  correct,  or  to  conceal,  or 
wish  to  conceal,  the  financial  cireum- 
stances  of  the  country  from  the  House, 
when  the  proper  time  came  for  disclosing 
them.  It  would  be  absurd,  in  any  man 
who  filled  the  situation  which  he  had  the 
konour  to  fill,  to  think  of  mystifying  its 
aceomts.  He  had  no  such  wish:  he 
only  wished  to  avoid  being  drawn  pre- 
imanrdy  into  a  statement,  which,  if  mis* 
Understood,  might  do  much  misduef. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  complained,  that 
he  had  pos^xmed  his  annual  statement  of 
the  finances  of  the. country,  because,  they 
were  not  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Now, 
he  begged  ka? e  to  say,  that  he  had  done 
no  sudi  thing.  He  had  stated,  on  a  former 
oceasion,  why  it  had  been  impossible  for 
him  to  do  that  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
aeemed  to  think  he  oug^t  to  have  done 
long  since.  He  found  that,  at  the  close 
of  last  year,  circumstances  a£fecting  th^ 
foreign  relations  of  the.  country  had  oo^ 
coned,  which  made  the  sending  out  an 
armament  to  assist  its  ancient  ally,  the 
king  of  Portugal,  a  matter  of  indispensar 
ble  necessity.  iW  armament  could  not 
be  sent  without  causing  an  expense  which 
was  not  anticipated ;  and,  althongh  the 
esEpense  of  maintatnmg  it  was  to  be  repaid 
hereafter  by  the  Portuguese  government, 
still  it  was  necessary  to  |>rovide  funds  for 
it  in  the  interim.  Until  the  effects  of 
thatartaasnent  were  seen,  until  the  time 
of  its  stay  was  calculated,  until  the  extent 
of  the  operations  in  which  it  was  to  be 
engaged  was  fully  ascertained — it  would 
have  been  absolute  madness  in  any  minis- 
ter to  have  attempted  to  iaform  the  House 
that  the  finances  of  the  country  would 
only  be  afiected  to  a  given  amount,  in 
consequence  of  that  armament,  ^hen  ' 
his  majesty  sent  down  to  the  House  his  ' 
message,  mfonning  it  of  his  mtention  to  ! 
support  hb  ancient  ally  the  king  of  Por-  ; 
tugal,  the  House,  by  an  immensfi  majority,  i 


deV&maed  to  support  his  mqesty  in  the 
policy  which  he  had  adopted.  Therefixre, 
if  parliament,  when  it  met,  had  postponed 
giving  effect  to  that  policy,  it  would  have 
adopted  a  course  which  would  have  been 
most  prejudicial  to  the  success  of  the 
measures,  in  behalf  of  which  it  had  pre'- 
viously  voted.  That  was  the  reason  .why 
he  had  said,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him^-*without  reference  to  any  cour 
siderations  immediately  personal  to  himr 
self,  which  he  allowed  that  he  coald  not 
call  upon  the  House  to  notice — ^to  bring 
fofwwd  at  an  early  period  of  the  sessbn 
the  general  finance  of  the  country.  He 
reminded  the  House  of  the  course  which 
he  had  hitherto  pursued  with  regard  t0 
the  budget,  and  desired  them  to  infer 
therefrom,  that  he  had  no  desire  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  financial 
state  of  the  country,  because  it  appeared 
to  some  gentlemen  not  to  be  in  the 
most  flourishing  condition.  In  January 
1823,  he  was  appointed  to  the  office 
which  he  now  had  the  honour  to  fulfil^ 
It  was  a  department  entirely  new  to  him, 
and  he  had,  he  confessed,  his  lesson  to 
learn;  but,  notwithstanding  allthedifli- 
cutties  of  his  situation^  he  bad  brought 
forward  his  financial  statement  on  the  21st 
of  February,  In  1824,  he  had  brought  ijL 
forward  on  the  23rd  of  Fd>ruary.  H^  at 
tJxat  time  stated  his  decided  opinion  as  to 
the  principle  on  which  he  meant  to  ac^ 
He  thought,  and  he  then  ma^  the  de^ 
deration,  that  it  was  indispensable,  in  time 
of  peace,  tiiat  the  statement  of  the  finances 
of  the  country  should  be  laid  before  the 
House  at  the  earliest  possible  peiicyL  In 
1825,  the  budget  was  submitted  to  the 
House  on  the  28th  of  February.  Last 
year  it  was  not  introduced  until  &e  15th 
of  March*  Thc^t,  however,  was  not  hip 
fault.  The  statement  was  prepared  and 
ready  at  a  much  earlier  day;  but  tb^ 
House  must  recollect  how  much  parlia- 
ment was  at  that  time  occupied  with  th^ 
important  question  of  the  currency.  And 
he  could  ailttre  the  House,  that  it  was 
sorely  against  his  desire,  that  bis  finaooial 
statement  was  put  off  frpm  day  to  day. 
He  thought  he  had  now  showoi  pretty 
clearly,  9iat  he  harboured  bo  wish  to  put 
off  d&e  business  unnecessarily;  and  though 
he  would  not  do  so  foolish  a  thing  as  to 
piomise,  that,  under  every  possil^lq  ^ 
cumstance,  he  woidd  bring  forward,  at  a 
particular  time,  his  financial  statement^-^ 
still  he  thought  the  House  would  not  sup* 
D2 
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p06e»  because  it  was  imposBiUe  for  him  to 
introduce  the  statement  this  year  so  early 
as  g^entlonen  wished^  that  he  felt  any  dis- 
inclination to  do  so  at  a  proper  season* 
He  had  afaneady  shown  what  bis  sense  of 
duty  was.  He  conceived  the  course  he 
had  adopted,  in  the  outset,  was  a  right 
one.  So  far  as  the  government  was  con- 
cerned, Ihe  putting  off  to  a  late  period 
tile  financial  statement  was  the  most  in- 
convenient course  that  could  be  pursued : 
and,  but  for  the  circumstances  he  had 
stated,  it  would  have  been  in  readiness 
long  before.  Now,  he  womld  ask  of  the 
House,  whether,  in  fairness,  he  could,  widi 
any  view  to  the  public  advantage,  enter 
iuto  a  partial  discussion  of  this  subject — 
which  would,  he  must  say,  be  wholly  un- 
inteUigible?  He  had,  the  other  day, 
asked  for  the  means  of  defrayiiig  the  army 
and  navy  estimates,  agreeably  to  the  pledge 
given'  by  the  House,  in  answer  to  the  kin^s 
message :  and  he  had  then  observed,  that 
the  vote  for  civil  contingencies,  with  re- 
apect  to  some  of  the  items  of  which  a  dis^ 
pute  might  arise,  ihould  not  be  called  for, 
until  the  account  was  perfectly  ready. 
His  motion,  this  evening,  would  only  be 
lor  a  certain  sum,  on  account.  He  had 
not  done  any  thing  unreasonable  in  taking 
this  course ;  and,  whatever  might  be  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  member,  he  thought  it 
his  positive  duty  to  seal  his  lips  on  this 
subject,  until  he  was  ready  with  the  whole 
irtatement. 

Mr.  Maberly  said,  he  wished  an  estimate 
of  the  supply  and  of  the  ways- and  means 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Sk  J.  Wroitesky  said,  that  20,000,0001. 
had  already  been  voted  for  the  army,  navy, 
and  ordnance,  without  sufficient  attention 
having  been  paid  to  so  large  an  appropria- 
tion (H  the  public  money. 

The  Chanceihr  of  the  Ejsckequer  said, 
that  only  l6,e00,00M.  had  been  voted. 
'  Sir  /.  Wroftesiey  was  of  opinion,  that 
not  much  less  than  30,000,000/.  had  been 
voted;  and  it  was  high  time  that  the 
House  should  endeavour  to  lessen  so  enor- 
mous an  expenditure.  There  might,  he 
•was  convinced,  be  a  very  great  reform 
tflected  in  all  the  establishments  of  the 
country;  and  ho  warned  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  if  he  came  forward  to  lay  any 
aore  burthens  on  the  country,  that  he 
*would,  if  he  stood  alone,  oppose  such  a 
proposition,  and  call  for  some  reform  in 
'die  expenditure  of  the  state.  The  ques- 
tQMi|  rebttveto  an  issue  of  Exchequer  bflls> 
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which  was  put  to  the  Bank  direotors  a  feir 
days  since,  had  not  been  satirfactorily  an^ 
swered  by  the  hon.  governor,  or  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman;  and  he  now  en-« 
treated  him  to  consider  the  inconvenience 
which  the  country  would  experience  if 
there  were  a  fresh  issue  of  Exchequer-bills. 
They  had  now  Exchequer-billa  outstand- 
ing to  the  amount  of  25,000,000/. ;  and 
the  Bank  had  21,000,000/.  of  notes  in  cir« 
culation,  which  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of 
things  that  they  would  be  called  on  to  pay. 
But  if  any  unfavourable  circumstance 
arose  in  the  fore^  policy  of  the  country,- 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  be.called 
on  to  pay  those  26,000,000/.  of  Exche* 
quer-bius,  without  a  shilling  in  the  trsa-^ 
sury  to  meet  the  demand.  Was  that  s 
situation  in  which  the  country  ought  te  be 
placed?  He  knew  that  the  Rxchfquer^ 
bills  carried  a  very  low  rate  of  intevest^ 
but,  in  what  a  situation  wese  they  placed  e 
twelvemonth  ago,  when  they  wore  obliged 
to  caned  a  part  of  those  Exchequer-bills  I 
If  the  sinking  fund  had  been  made  use  of 
on  that  occasion,  they  would  have  receivod 
100/.  lor  100/. ;  but,  instead  of  doingp 
that,  they  employed  it  in  purchasing  three 
per  cents  at  95/.  and  96/. ;  and  wh^  they 
wished  to  contract  the  amount  of  Exche-*> 
quer-bills,  they  funded  in  ^  foiur  pei^ 
cents  at  107.  If  what  happened  last  No- 
vember  should  occur  again.  Exchequer- 
biUs  would,  undoubtedlv,  be  at  a  discount. 
He  warned  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
pause  before  he  increased  t&  quantity  of 
Exchequer-bills.  If,  in  future,  there 
should  be  a  fair  surplus  revenue,  he  trusted 
that  the  rirbt  hon.  gentleman  would  get 
rid  of  the  delusion  of  a  Sinking-fund,  uid 
employ  that  surplus  in  rdieving  the  coun- 
try from  a  portion  of  its  burthens.  If,  ia 
that  case  adverse  circumstances  should 
occur,  the  government  would  be  enabled  te 
defend  the  country  with  effect,  or  to  assist 
the  merchants,  should  they  be  in  distress. 
Mr.  Hume  protested,  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  against  the  procrastination  of  ban* 
ness  of  so  important  a  nature.  He  had 
heard  nothing  from  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, but  that  particular  circumstanoee 
had  prevented  him  from  bringing  forward 
his  annual  statement*  But  what  those 
circnmstances  were,  he  did  not  know.  It 
was  pretty  evident,  however,  that  if  there 
was  no  govemmsBt,  as  was  in  some  de- 
pee  the  case  at  present,  no  business  of 
importance  could  be  brought  before  the 
House.    The  hon.  member  for  Callingten 
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bad,  on  a  fimner  night,  very  justly  ob- 
aemd,  that  he  did  not  know  of  whom  the 
administration  consisted,  or  who  were  the 
tesponsible  parties.  This  was  a  very  se- 
fioos  efil,  and  oaght  to  be  rectified  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
said,  it  would  be  madness  for  him  at  the 
present  moment,  to  state  any  thing  about 
die  financial  situation  of  the  countrv :  but, 
it  was  greater  madness  to  adopt  tne  con- 
duct of  an  inconsiderate  spendtnrift,  and  to 
jplnnge  into  eicpense,  without  knowing 
what  they  had  to  meet  it  The  reasons  ad* 
duced  by  the  rip;ht  hem.  gentleman  for  de- 
lay were  quite  insufficient  Why  not  lay 
on  the  table  of  the  House  the  items  of  ex* 
penditure,  to  show  why  the  expense  in 
particular  departments  this  year,  went  be- 
yond that  of  other  years?  The  rule 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  laid 
down  on  entering  office  was,  to  produce 
the  accounts  as  early  as  possible,  and  he 
had  done  so  for  four  years ;  but  he  now 
said,  **  I  cannot  lay  my  statement  before 
yon,  because  I  do  not  know  what  the  ex- 
pense on  account  of  Portugal  may  be.'' 
This  was  the  worst  possible  reason  that 
oottld  be  devised.  Having  been  hurried, 
by  a  species  of  madness,  to  meddle  with 
ether  people's  afiairs,  instead  of  minding 
their  own,  they  were  now  lold  that  no  es- 
timate could  be  formed  of  the  probable  ex- 
nense  that  would  attend  their  mterference. 
Much  had  been  said  about  entering  into 
this  diqrate,  for  the  purpose  of  upholding 
the  honour  of  the  country ;  but,  in  his 
opinion^  it  would  redound  more  to  the 
JMNKmr  of  the  country  if  they  maintained 
their  credit,  by  paying  their  debts,  instead 
of  creating  fresh  ones. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 
the  committee, 

The  ChanceUer  of  the  Exchequer  md, 
the  estimate  of  the  civil  continzencies  for 
1 827  was  290,000/.  This  was  lower  than 
the  estimate  of  last  year,  and  what  he  now 
proposed  was,  to  ask  for  200,000/.  on  ac- 
count That  was  the  only  vote  he  meant 
to  anbmit  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hume  sud,  he  always  had,  and  al- 
ways would,  object  to  this  mode  of  voting 
BMmey ;  and  he  wouU  take  that  opportu- 
nity of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affurs  to  one  or  two  items 
in  the  accounts  of  civil  contineencies. 
tSome  gentfemen  in  this  new  pamament 
were  not,  perhaps,  aware  of  the  expense 
of  the  diplomatic  service.  They  ought  to 
Jmowi  that  226,0001.  were  voled  for  it  in 


the  civil  list.  Under  the  head  of ''  conttn- 
gencies/'  there  were  in  addition  to  that, 
200,000/. ;  and  there  were  88,000/.  extra- 
ordinaries,  in  addition  to  the  226,000/.  of 
the  civil  list.  Last  year,  the  minister  to 
the  court  of  France  (for  it  seemed  to  be  con** 
sidered  necessary  that  this  country  diould' 
vie  with  the  Autocrat  of  Russia,  in  hav- 
ing the  most  rolendid  palace  for  the  re- 
presentative of  his  majesty)  caused  1 1 ,000/. 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a  superb 
building.  This  sum  was  taken  from  the 
civil  list.  There  was  besides  a  charge  of 
between  16,000/.  and  17,000/.  for  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  of  his  suite;  and 
12,586/.,  in  addition  to  the  sum  taken 
from  the  civil  list  Thus  a  sum  of  be- 
tween 23,000/.  and  24,000/.  was  laid  out 
for  one  individual  as  the  representative  of 
Great  Britain  at  the  court  of  France. 
The  diplomatic  expenses,  including  plate, 
for  the  last  year,  amounted  to  364,000/. 
This,  however,  was  exclusive  of  a  large 
gprant  for  consuls  and  missions  to  South 
America.  So  that  there  was  nearly 
500,000/.  a-year  expended  on  the  diplo- 
matic service.  This  scale  of  remuneration 
was  far  beyond  what  the  country  could 
bear ;  and  therefore  he  objected  to  voting 
the  present  sum.  The  expense  of  the  di- 
plomatic department  in-  nine  years, 
ordinary  and  extraordinary,  had  been 
3,000,000/.  sterling.  Now,  he  put  it  to 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  col- 
leagues, whether  this  expenditure  ought 
to  be  tolerated,  when  they  saw  their  tMe 
covered  with  such  appalling  statements  of 
distress?  When  their  countrymen  were 
in  rags,  and  absolutely  wanting  food,  was 
it  iair  to  support  a  few  individuals  in  suck 
splendor?  It  kept  up  an  aopearanoey 
on  the  part  of  England,  whioi  she  was 
not  able  to  support.  The  people  on  the 
continent  imagmed,  on  account  of  this 
system  of  extravagance,  that  England  was 
overflowmg  with  wealth ;  when  in  fact  the 
country  was  a  patch-work  of  pauperism 
and  wretchedness.  The  expense  of  this 
department  ought  to  be  cut  down  to 
150,000/.  per  annum;  and  then  it  would 
be  twice  as  much  as  it  was  in  1795.  He 
observed,  that  there  was  likely  to  be  an- 
other addition  to  the  public  expense ;  as 
it  had  been  announcea,  that  the  marquis 
of  Hertford  was  about  to  be  despatchedot 
the  court  of  Russia,  in  compliment  to 
that  monareh.  Let  them  look  to  the  si- 
tuation in  which  they  were  placing  them* 
sdves,  by  this  act,  irith  reference  to  that 
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power.  It  would  make  the  emperor  more 
haughty  and  imperious  than  ever.  He 
would  sup^se  that  this  country  was  hum- 
bling herself  to  conciliate  his  good  graces. 
Last  year,  the  duke  of  Wellington  was  sent 
on  a  special  mission  to  Russia,  which  cost 
the  country  6,536/.  The  duke  of  Devon- 
shire had  also  been  sent  on  a  special  mis- 
sion to  that  court,  on  occasion  of  his  im- 
perial majesty's  coronation ;  for  which  a 
charge  of  10,000/.  was  made.  Now,  they 
had  been  told,  that  the  duke  of  Devon- 
ahire  would  defray  all  the  expense  him- 
self. [It  was  here  intimated,  that  it  was 
the  duke  of  Northumberland  who  had  ex- 
pressed hb  intention  of  bearing  all  the  ex- 
pense, when  he  attended  the  coronation  of 
die  king  of  France.]  He  certainly  never 
understood  that  the  duke  of  Devonshire, 
who  was  a  particular  acquamtance  of  the 
qmperor  Nicholas,  was  to  be  repaid.  At  that 
very  time,  too,  we  had  an  ambassador  to 
Russia  whowascostingthecountry  16,000/. 
or  17,000/.  a  year;  for  in  thesematters  there 
were  no  small  sums,  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands were  theonly  figures  employed  in  con- 
nection with  ambassadors  and  royalty.  Yet, 
after  this  expenditure  on  diplomatic  cere- 
mony and  court  etiquette,  another  mission 
was  about  to  be  fitted  out  to  the  same 
prince.  Neither  was  extravagance  of  this 
kind  limited  to  the  old  world;  the  re- 
publics of  the  new  were  to  be  initiated  into 
the  mystery  of  spending  money  without 
limit  or  object  Sir  d  Stuart  had  been  seat 
to  the  Brazils  at  an  expense  of  12,000/., 
to  whkh  was  to  be  adaed  a  fresh  charge 
for  his  secretary,  lord  M.  HUl.  Besides 
all  this,  thece  was  a  sum  of  25,000/.  for 
presents  of  snuff-boxes  to  foreign  minis- 
ters. Was  it  fair  to  ask,  if  our  own  mi- 
nisters received  25,000/.  in  the  same  way  ? 
He  hoped  they  did,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
reciprocity  of  the  transaction,  in  India 
if  the  same  amount  as  was  given  in  a  pre- 
sent, was  not  returned  in  the  same  way, 
it  was  considered  an  insult.  But  to  come 
to  these  items.  The  first  was  a  present,  to 
the  amount  of  1,000/.,  from  his  majesty  to 
the  French  Chancery,  on  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  a  commercial  conven- 
tion. The  next  was  a  sum  of  500/.  to  the 
Swedish  Chancery,  ontheexchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  a  convention.  Then  there 
was  to  the  chevalier  de  Los  Rios,  late  en- 
voy extraordinary  from  the  king  of  Spain, 
upon  the  termination  of  his  mission,  400/. ; 
so  that  an  ambassador,  on  his  coming,  re-* 
ceived  a  present,  and  when  he  was  going 
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away,  he  got  another.  The  next  item 
was  500/.  to  colonel  Hamilton,  for  having 
brought  from  B<^ota  the  treaty  wi^ 
Colombia.  A  sum  of  23,532/.  then  foU 
lowed,  which  was  paid  to  Messrs.  Runddl 
and  Bridge,  for  gold  snuff-boxes,  as  pre- 
sents from  his  majesty  to  foreign  mmis- 
ters  on  different  occasions.  Among  these 
were,  to  count  Ozarowsky,  diarged  with 
a  special  mission  to  his  majesty  from  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  788/.  10s.  The  next 
item  was  for  boxes  to  the  Swedish  minis* 
ter,  the  Russian  minister,  and  to  the  mi- 
nister of  the  United  Provinces  of  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  3,333/.  Then,  to  the  Colom- 
bian ministers,  on  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  a  treaty,  there  was  1,963/. 
lOf.  Now,  he  objected  to  this  as  set* 
ting  a  bad  example  to  republics,  and  as 
being  an  attempt  on  our  part  to  cor- 
rupt these  honest,  unsophisticated  states. 
The  hon.  member  then  alluded  to  presents 
to  the  amount  of  836/.  15s.  to  the  minister 
of  the  Hanse  Towns;  l,086/.l  55.  to  prince 
Polignac;  4,556/.  12«.  to  the  ministers 
of  the  Ottoman  Porte;  and  to  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Northumberland,  a  diamond 
hilted  sword,  value  10,812/.  .Considering 
such  items  as  these  in  the  light  of  an  ex- 
travagant waste  of  the  public  money,  he 
felt  every  disposition  to  oppose  the  present 
vote. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  (who  spoke  ia 
an  exceedingly  low  tone)  was  understood 
to  say,  that  the  vote  which  die  hon.  mem- 
ber opposed,  and  all  the  items  whk:h  he 
had  submitted  to  so  minute  an  examina- 
tion, had  already  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  House ;  inasmuch  as  they  were 
included  in  the  estimates,  not  of  the  pre- 
seid,  but  of  the  preceding  year.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  might  not  have 
been  necessary  more  particuuirly  to  notice 
the  hon.  member's  objections,  had  ndt 
names  been  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  which  every  one  in  that  House 
must  know  were  entitled  to  the  utmost  re- 
spect. The  hon.  gentleman  had  said, 
in  reference  to  the  mission  of  a  noble  duke 
to  a  foreign  court,  that  he  had  been 
informed  Uiat  the  embassy  had  been  in^ 
tru^ed  to  that  noble  person,  on  the  con- 
dition, and  with  the  understanding,  that 
its  prosecution  should  be  attended  with  no 
expense  to  the  country ;  and  farther,  the 
hon.  member  appeuad  to  suppose,  that 
some  such  aningement,  expressed  or  im^ 

I  died,  had  been,  on  a  former  occasion,  al- 
nded  to  in  that  Houm.    Now  he  wai  at 
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iaane  with  the  boD.  member  on  that  fact, 
8o  far  from  any  such  assurance  haWng 
been  given,  the  direct  contrary  was  dts* 
tinctly  understood.  With  respect  to  the 
dukes  of  Northumberland  and  Devonshire* 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  no  man, 
however  exalted  his  station,  or  a£9uent  hiy 
private  fortune  might  be,  should  be  allowed 
to  represent  and  support  the  dignity  of  this 
country,  in  the  eyes  of  foreigners,  at  his 
own  expense.  If  the  duke  of  Northum- 
berlana  had  made  a  considerable  advance 
of  money  out  of  his  own  private  funds,  tp 
sustain,  in  a  becoming  manner,  the  cha- 
racter of  this  country,  for  liberality  and 
hospitality,  at  the  court  of  France,  it  was 
quite  right  that  he  should  receive  some 
testimonial,  if  not  a  remuneration,  for  his 
services.  With  regard  to  the  duke  of  De- 
vonshire, who  went  to  the  court  of  St 
Petersburgh,  on  a  special  embassy  to  the 
emperor  of  Russia,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
5X)ronation,  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
member,  on  his  vord  of  honour,  that  the 
10,000/.  which  had  been  granted,  was  a 
sum  which  nothing  like  defrayed  the  ex- 
pense incurred  by  that  nobleman  in  his 
mission.  In  fact,  it  did  not  cover  one 
third  of  the  expense  of  the  noble  duke 
on  that  occasion.  He  repeated,  that  it  was 
against  his  judgment  ana  wish,  that  indi- 
viduals, however  ei^alted,  should  be  placed 
in  such  situations,  and  permitted  to  bear 
any  part  of  the  cost.  However,  he  should 
probably  gratify  the  hon.  gentleman,  by 
assuring  him,  that  the  noble  marquis,  to 
vrhopk  he  had  alluded,  was  going  out  at  his 
own  expense. — This  was  contrary  to  his 
wish ;  but,  on  the  present  occasion,  he  had 
been  obliged  to  give  way  to  the  noble  mar- 
quis, although  he  did  not  approve  of  allow- 
ing private  individuals  to  take  a  high  office, 
and  sustain  its  dignity  from  their  own 
private  resources,  and  without  expaue  to 
thecQuntry. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  the  right  hon.  Se- 
cretary had  taken  no  notice  of  the  repairs 
of  the  English  Ambassador's  palace  at 
Paris. 

Mr.  Ckmnmg  said,  it  was  really  useless 
to  nve  explanations  to  the  hon.  member, 
for  he  went  on  repeating  hi9  oljecttons,  as 
if  nothing  had  ever  be^  said  to  enli^teh 
hiro<  He  had,  on  a  fiormer  occasion,  told 
the  hon.  member,  that  he  had  no  more  to 
,do  with  the  purchase  of  the  palace  in 
ideation,  than  the  hon.  member  had«  Two 
]r«ars  1^  a  question  arose  as  to  whether 
/i  wpRiU  be  better  to  sell  the  pahce  or  jre- 


pair  it.  Surveyors  were  sent  from  Eng<^ 
land  to  report  on  the  subject.  They  re- 
ported in  favour  of  repairing  it ;  which  was 
accordingly  done.  It  was  most  unfi^r  in 
the  hon.  member  to  add  the  accidental  ex- 
pense occasioned  by  repairing  the  palace 
to  the  salary  of  the  Ambassador,  lor  the 
purpose  of  making  it  appear  th^t  the  an- 
nual charge  was  enormous.  It  was  not  lord 
Granville  who  decided  upon  the  repairing 
of  the  palace,  but  the  Treasury. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Cork  Laws.]  The  House  having  re- 
solved into  a  committee  to  consider  furthep 
of  the  Com  Trade  acts,  the  report  was  re- 
committed. 

Mr.  C.  Orani  said,  that  in  compliance 
with  the  wish  expressed  by  the  House  on  a 
former  night,  he  had  altered  the  resoUitions, 
in  order  to  accommodate  them  to  the  im- 
perial measure.  It  was  not  oecespary  to 
state  the  grounds  on  which  he  had  made 
his  calcuhtion,  but  would  only  state  the 
result  at  which  he  had  arrived.  The  duty 
proposed  to  be  payaJUe  upon  ^n^ieat  per 
quarter  Wmchester  measure  was  20i. 
when  the  price  diould  be  60s,  The  correi^ 
pondiK^  price  of  the  imperial  measmge 
would  be  6ls.  )0}cf.,  aod  the  corres- 
ponding duty  would  be  iOi.7id.  He  had 
taken  the  pnce  at  62s.|  and  the  duty  at 
20f .  Bd*  The  duty  would  theu  go  on 
rising  and  descending  as  before  proposed, 
without  a^y  alta:ation  of  the  resolutions. 
As  the  resolutions  at  present  stood,  the 
duty  upon  barley,  when  the  price  should 
be  32s*  Winchester  measurSk  Was  fixed  at 
12s.  He  now  proposed  that  the  duty 
should  be  12#.  4cf.,  when  the  price  should 
be  3ds.  imperial  measure*  The  duty  on 
oats  was  9s.  when  the  price  was  24s. 
Winchester  measure :  he  proposed  that  the 
duty  should  be  9s.  3d.  when  Ae  price 
should  be  25s.  imperial  measure.  The 
duty  upon  rye,  peas,  and  beans,  was  fixed 
at  I5s.  when  the  price  was  36s.  per  quar- 
ter. The  corresponding  price  aud  duty 
per  imperial  measure  would  be  d6s.  ana 
15f.  6d.  With  respe^  to  oatmeal,  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  calculate  how  much 
could  be  produced  from  a  given  quantity 
of  oats.  He  had  calculated  the  produce 
at  1961b.  per  quarter,  but  he  had  received 
representations,  that  no  such  quantity 
could  be  produced.  He  had*  therefore, 
thought  it  right  to  refer  to  thie  act  of  1 79^ 
in  whiph  it  was  fixed  at  17^,  per  quartet; 
Aimtding  to  this  sUmdard,  the  corres- 
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ponding  quantity  per  imperial  measure 

would  be  181  Jib.,  the  duty  upon  which 

would  be  the  same  as  that  on  a  quarter  of 

oats. 

'    The  resohitionsy  thus  altered,  were  then 

read  by  the  chairman. 

Lord  Altharp  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  one  point ;  namely, 
whether  the  duties  ought  to  be  taken  ac- 
cording to  the  average  prices  of  one  week, 
or  from  the  averages  of  several  weeks  to- 
gether. He*  knew  there  were  many  ad- 
vantages in  favour  of  the  former  system, 
-but  he  diought  the  disadvantages  were 
greater,  seeing  that  it  would  enable  per- 
-sons  of  lai]^  capital  to  affect  the  duty  to  a 
very  material  extent.  He  preferred  that 
the  duty  should  be  taken  according  to  the 
estimate  of  six  weeks  instead  of  one. 

Mr.  Irving  believed  that  the  House  was 
-mistaken,  with  respect  to  the  power  of  the 
«com  merchants.  In  former  times,  there 
ware  a  few  individuals  who,  possessing 
large  capitals,  were  able  to  control  the 
market ;  but  now  it  was  quite  otherwise. 
The  inducements  to  men  of  great  capital 
to  continue  in  the  com  trade  had  long 
ceased;  and  in  that,  as  in  many  other 
trades,  the  capitals  of  the  middle-men  had 
been  lost.  There  was,  therefore,  little 
xeasoa  to  fear  any  combination  that  could 
•materially  raise,  prices;  more  especially 
when  the  House  considered,  that  it  was 
•absolutely  necessary,  in  purchasmg  up 
•the  com  in  the  home  market,  that  the 
money  should  all  be  laid  d6wn. 

Mr.  Alderman  C  Smith  said,  that  such 
a  combination  might  take  place,  and  there- 
fore, it  would  he  wdl  for  the  House  to 
guard  against  it  The  safer  course  would  be 
-to  take  the  average  of  six  weeks,  instead  of 
«ne. 

Colonel  Wood  also  thought  it  desirable 
that  this  course  should  be  pursued,  to 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  danger, 
arising,  not  only  from  speculation,  but 
from  bad  seasons.  The  House  would  re- 
collect, that  in  1817,  in  consequenoe  of 
•severe  rains,  and  the  apprehension  of  a 
bad  harvest,  wheat,  within  the  space  of 
ten  days,  had  risen  to  100«.  per  quarter : 
and  this  might  happen  again. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  although  it  was  trae  that  the  price 
of  com  had  risen  as  high  as  bad  heen 
•stated  by  the  hon.  member,  yet,  the  cir- 
cumstances referred  to  by  him,  had  no 
•connection  with  fraud ;  and  did  not,  there-, 
^re^  bear  upon  the  a^meat.    His  owd 
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impressioti  was,  that  such  an  idteration 
as  that  proposed  would  be  neither  useful 
nor  necessiury.  The  hon.  member  for 
Bramber  had  stated,  •  that  the  counti^ 
would  have  a  better  security  against  fraud, 
if  the  estimates  were  taken  weekly ;  and 
reasoning  d  priori^  he  had  come  to  the 
same  conclusion. 

Mr.  Baring  admitted,  that  the  author* 
ity  of  the  hon.  member  for  Bramber  was 
very  strong  in  favour  of  the  weekly  ave» 
rage;  but  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that 
some  period  longer  than  a  single  wec3t 
would  give  more  security  against  the  dan-* 
gerous  effects  of  speculation.  It  might 
be  quite  trae,  that  no  one  great  House 
could  command  the  com  trade ;  but  the 
House  should  recollect,  that  they  were 
legislating  not  for  a  particular  year,  but 
•for  a  series  of  years.  He  confessed  he 
was  apprehensive  that  the  com  merchants 
might  meet  and  combine  at  little  expense 
to  raise  the  price  for  a  week.  He  was  not, 
however,  for  adopting  the  period  of  six 
weeks.  He  thought  thatiftheavera^were 
taken  every  four  weeks,  the  possibility  of 
mischievous  combinations  would  be  pre- 
vented. 

Mr.  Littleton  argued,  that  if  the  period 
were  limited  to  three  weeks  or  a  month; 
the  security  would  be  greater. 

Mr.  WhUmore  said,  he  had  consulted 
some  authorities  to  which  he  attached 
great  importance,  and  they  concurred  in 
assuring  him,  that  the  weekly  average  was 
deoidedly  better  than  the  quarterly.  From 
the  same  sources,  he  had  learnt  also,  that 
the  practice  of  fictitious  sales  had  never 
prevailed  to  any  considerable  extent.  If 
It  had  been  possible,  undoubtedly  it  would 
have  been  extremely  dangerous;  as  the 
Corn-market  would,  at  any  moment,  have 
been  liable  to  a  sudden  rise. 

Sir  /.  Newport  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  hon.  gentleman's  statement.  No 
man  could  doubt  that  fictitious  sales  were 
made  continually.  The  same  wheat  was 
notoriously  sold  over  and  over  again,  on 
the  same  day,  in  MariL-lane.  The  public, 
he  thought,  therefore,  wouU  have  no  se- 
curity against  combinations,  unless  the 
term  of  the  averages  was  at  least  four 
weeks. 

Mr.  C.  Qrani  said,  that  whatever  the 
right  hon.  baronet  might  think,  there  was 
a  great  diversity  of  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  extent  and  effect  of  fictitious  sales. 
He  believed  that  the  practice  prevailed 
equally  on  both  sides  of  the  qawtion; 


in 
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and  therein  consbted  the  lecurity  of  the 

public.    He  was  rather  afraid,  that  if  the 

parties  engaged  in  a  combination  to  raise 

prices  had  three  or  four  weeks  before  them 

K>r  their  operations,  they  would  be  in  a 

more  fafourable  condition  for  the  accom- 

plishment  of  their  purpose.  It  was  possible, 

however,  to  throw  fortner  safeguards  round 

^e  public.    The  receiver  of  the  Com  re- 
turns might  be  armed  with  a  power  to 

reject  anv  bargain  of  unusual  magnitude 

and  suspicious  appearance.    Another  sug- 
gestion ne  would  throw  out  was,  that  the 

London  returns  should  be  combined  at 

once  in  striking  die  average  with  the  re- 
turns from  the  country,  instead  of  waiting 

for  them  as  at  present. 

Mr.  Barmg  reminded  the  House  that 

they  could  not  fairly  judge  what  would 

take  place  under  the  new  law,  from  what 

had  taken  place  under  the  existing  law. 

'Under  the  system  of  weddy  averages,  the 

struggles  of  speculators  would  be  much   Precaution  was  th 

more  frequent.    Now  there  was  a  bustle,  I     The  resolutions 

.only  when  the  averages  approached  the 

-openingprice. 

'  Mr.  dnrieis  suggested  that  one  pre- 
caution might  be,  that  the  same  com 
should  not  enter  into  the  average,  if  sold 
a  second  or  third  time  the  same  day.  He 
had  known  it  sold  ten  times  over;  and  he 

•was  sure  there  were  constant  hvads  prac- 
tised in  the  com-market. 

•  Sir  J.  WroUeiUy  was  adverse  to  the 
period  of  four  weeks  for  taking  the 
averages.  Fraudulent  speculations  would 
thereby  be  greatly  assisted,  as  the  price 
might  be  raued  considerably  every  week. 

'He  was  favourable  to  the  shortest  period 
-possible  beyond  a  single  week ;  say  two,  or 

at  die  utmost,  three  weeks. 

Mr.  Irvmg  said,  that  combinations  to 

raise  the  price  of  grain  were  already  a 

misdemeanour  at  common  law.    Hisr^t 

boo.  friendmightintroducesomeadditional 

•  penalties  into  the  bill,  which  would  effec- 
tually suppress  the  praetiee,  if  it  really 
existed. 

Mr.  Warburicn  said,  that  much  of  the 
.  irregularity  and  uncertainty  in  the  taking 
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Sir  £.  KnaichbuU  denied  that  eombba- 
tion  or  fictitious  selling  took  place  among 
the  agriculturists,  li^ey  had  no  oppor- 
tunity for  such  acts ;  nor  were  they  people 
of  a  character  or  inclination  to  commit 
them. 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  put  no  particular  faith 
the  character   or  inclination  of  the 


agriculturists;  but  he  thought  it  pretty 
nearly  impossible  for  them  to  combine. 

Mr.  Wkitmore  believed  it  was  already 
the  custom  of  the  receivers  of  averages  in 
country  towns  to  leave  out  any  contracts 
which  tx>re  very  decided  marks  of  fraud. 

Mr.  Charles  Barclay  would  not  deny 
the  claims  of  the  farmers  to  the  character 
for  probity  which  the  hon.  baronet  had 
given  them;  but  he  would  remind  the 
committee,  that  since  the  year  1815,  the 
importation  of  foreign  oats  had  been  pre- 
vented by  some  combination  or  otner, 
which  was  effected,  he  believed  at  Boston. 
Precaution  was  therefore  necessary. 

were  agreed  to. 
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RoMAH  Catholic  Claims — Select 
Vestries  in  Ireland.]  Lord  Holland 
said,  he  held  in  his  hand  two  Petitions^ 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  to  be  presented 
to  their  lordships,  one  of  which  came  from 
the  Roman  Catholic  Inhabitants  of  the 

Earish  of  St.  Peter,  in  the  county  of  Drog- 
eda,  and  the  other  from  the  parish  of 
Naas,  in  the  counts  of  Kildare.  The 
prayer  of  both  the  Petitions  was  to  the 
same  purport ;  namely,  that  their  lordships 
shoula  reneal  an  act  of  the  present  king, 
which  baa  been  passed  in  the  last  session, 
respecting  Select  Vestries  in  Ireland.  With 
respect  to  the  allegations  contained  in  the 
petitions  regarding  that  particular  act,  he 
was  not  able  to  say  any  tnine ;  as  he  had 
no  local  knowledge  of  the  circumstances. 
He  believed  that  act  was  passed  with  a 
view  to  lessen  the  evils  which  were  com- 


plained of;  but  it  had,  as  the  petitionere 

^  „   stated,  greatly  aggravated  those  evils;  and, 

of  Hke  averages,  originated  in  the  system  |  if  only  half  of  &e  statement  of  ^e  peti- 

tionen  were  true,  concerning  which  he 
begged  to  be  undentood,as  not  saying  any 


of  selling  by  sample,  in  the  countiy,  by 
which,  neither  the  former  nor  the  pur- 
chaser being  bound,  those  sales  were  fre- 
quently not  carried  into  eflect,  yet  were 
always  taken  into  account,  as  actual 
sales.    The  practice  in  London,  of  selling 


thmg,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
that  the  act  ought  to  be  immediately  re- 
pealed. He  wished  to  be  undentood  as 
delivering  no  opinion  of  his  own  on  the 
,by  which  both partieswerebound,.!  subject ;  as  he  was  not  very  well  acquaint- 
Mght  to  be  made  upiTeisaL  |  ed  with  the  circumstances  of  the  CB8e> 
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from  not  having  had  the  advantage  of 
attending  the  discussion  whidh  had  taken 
pUioe  last  session  on  the  subject.  All  he 
had  to  state  was,  that  the  petitions  were^ 
in  point  of  form,  unexceptionable,  and  in 
language  highly  respectful.  He  therefore 
conceived  tiiat  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  receiving  the  petitions,  but  for  one  cir- 
cumstance. One  of  the  petitions,  in  urging 
arguments  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  be  had 
mentioned,  stated,  what,  although  it  might 
be  very  true  (which  he  did  not,  however, 
take  upon  himself  to  say)  was  certainly 
extremely  unpleasant  for  their  lordships 
to  hear,  and  what  he  thought  was  doubt- 
ful whether  part  of  their  lordships  would 
admit.  The  petition  stated,  that  the 
church  of  Ireland  was  the  richest  church 
in  all  the  wofld,  where  so  few  persons  pro- 
fessed the  faith  of  that  church.  The 
petition  stated,  that  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  people  of  Ireland  did  not  pro- 
fess the  faith  of  the  Established  Church. 
The  petitioners  also  stated,  that  by  the 
ancient  laws  of  the  country,  and  by  the 
common  law,  which,  for  all  they  knew, 
was  still  in  existence,  a  part  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  church  ought  to  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the 
building  and  repairing  of  churches.  The 
petitioners  also  stated,  as  he  was  informed 
by  the  letters  of  the  persons  who  had  sent 
the  petitions  to  him,  for  he  had  not  read 
them  thoroughly,  that  at  the  time  when 
the  church  and  its  revenues  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  control  of  their  Catholic 
progenitors  to  that  of  the  Protestant 
establishment,  the  churches  were  in  com- 
plete repair,  and  that  no  additional 
churches  were  required  to  be  built ;  bat 
that  by  neglect  or  abuse,  or  by  evasion  of 
the  law,  the  churches  had  been  allowed  to 
get  into  total  decay ;  and  the  petitionen 
complained,  that  Uie  act  of  parliament 
laid  on  the  Roman  Catholics  the  burthen 
of  repairing  those  churches  which  had 
been  incurred  by  some  of  the  ministers  of 
the  churches  themselves.  That  was  what 
had  been  stated  to  him.  He  had  no  in- 
tention of  moving  any  thing  at  present  on 
the  subject.  He  was  aware  tnat  some 
per^ns  might  say,  ''  You  see  that  the 
intention  of  the  ^  Roman  CathoUcs  is,  to 
subvert  the  Irish  Protestant  church :  you 
see  in  that  petition  a  proof  of  that  which 
we  have  repeatedly  .stated  to  parliament, 
xiamely,  that  the  Roman  Cathcrfics  are 
actuated  by  a  bo^tiUty  to  the  Protestant 
establishment."    0   he    could   say   in. 


anawer  was,  that  if  such  wer^  the  views  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  and  if  such  hostility 
did  exist  in  their  minds  against  the  Pro- 
testant church,  it  was  created  by  those 
very  persons  who  made  that  objection.  The 
people  of  Ireland  might  submit  to  the 
payment  for  the  support  of  that  church, 
the  faith  of  which  they  did  not  profess  : 
they  might  submit  to  Uiat  payment  with- 
out feelings  of  irritation,  when  they  con- 
sidered that  that  church  was  preferred  by 
the  opulent  part  of  the  country,  and 
cherished  and  protected  by  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  empire  to  which  uiey 
belonged.  But  when  they  were  told,  and 
told  repeatedly  in  the  most  emphatic  man- 
ner, that  that  churqh  was  the  great  bar  to 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  it  was  a 
little  too  much  to  expect  that  U>ey  should 
not  be  actjiated  by  feelings  of  hostility ; 
or  to  suppose,  that  wh^n  parliament  chose 
to  thwart  the  only  mode  which  could  lead 
to  peace  and  good  government,  that  they 
should  not  wish  to  destroy  that  edifice 
which  had  divided,  for  a  long  period  of 
time,  the  Roman  Catholics  from  their  pri- 
vileges. But  it  was  the  rejection  of  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Cathohcs  by  persons 
who  were  opposed  to  the  measure,  which 
alone  had  raised  that  hostility,  and  given 
effect  to  those  feelings  of  irritation,  ikfore 
he  answered  the  objection  of  those  persons 
who  thought  the  constitution  would  be 
endangered  by  granting  those  claims,  he 
wished  them  to  point  out,  in  what  manner 
the  admission  of  a  few  Roman  Catholics 
into  parliament  would  add  one  jot  to  their 
power,  while  at  the  same  time  it  might 
diminish  some  of  the  hostility  which  ex- 
isted. Uppn  those  persons  must  the  re- 
sponsibility fall;  and  they  must  he 
answerable  for  all  the  effects  which  the 
frequent  r^ection  of  the  Catholic  claims 
might  produce.  He  beheld  with  some 
degree  of  concern  the  natural  effect  which 
the  rdection  of  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  had  produced  in  that  part  of  the 
empire. 

The  Eail  of  Longjbrd  said,  he  had  not 
intended  to  offer  a  word  on  the  subject, 
knowing  how  inconvenient  to  the  fitouse 
such  Gonvenotions  were ;  but  when  their 
loidships  heard  such  remarks  as  the 
noble  lord  had  just  made,  brought  forward 
from  day  to  day,  he  conld  not  let 
them  go  forth  to  the  country  without  some 
observations,  and  in  doing  so  he  should 
confine  himself  to  the  last  remaik  of  the 
noble  lord.    The  arguments  for  gtaqtiiig 
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the  'Roman  Cathdiic  claims  might  be  re- 
garded in  two  points  of  view.  The  first 
was  one  of  general  policy,  resulting  from 
motives  of  expediency  or  justice ;  and  the 
second  was,  with  respect  to  ^e  effect 
which  the  granting  of  the  Catholic  claims 
would  have  on  the  tranquillization  and 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  Ireland. 
He  doubted  Ahe  justness  of  those  opinions. 
It  was  BOW  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
smce  those  restrictions  had  been  imposed 
which  exckded  the  Roman  Catholics  from 
poUtical  power.  Repeated  opportunities 
had  occurred  for  considering,  re-consider- 
ing, and  discussing,  the  dbject  of  those 
restrictions;  and  every  time  parliament 
had  decided,  that  those  restrictions  were 
necessary  and  politic,  and  every  time  had 
objected  to  rep«d  the  laws  which  enacted 
them ;  and  he  was  surprised  how  any  per- 
son could  declare  that  those  restrictions 
were  unjust,  which  the  law  proclaimed  to 
be  just.  He  was  quite  sure  that  everv 
time  this  subject  should  be  diBcussed, 
their  lordships  would  be  more  and  more 
convinced,  that  the  continuance  of  these 
restrictions  were  both  just,  and  necessary 
to  preserve  the  Protestant  constitution. 
When  equal  privileges  were  demanded, 
equal  securities  oug^t  to  be  given.  It 
was  principally  on  account  of  the  political 
results,  that  parliament  was  induced  to 
give  a  constant  and  uncompromising 
denial  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics. 

Lord  Holland  said,  tiie  noble  lord  was 
mistaken,  if  he  supposed  the  petitions  re- 
ferred to  the  repeal  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
restrictions. 

The  Earl  of  Longford  said,  he  had  not 
intended  to  advert  to  the  petitions,  but  to 
the  observations  of  the  noble  lord ;  and 
when  the  noble  lord  stated,  that  the  re- 
sponsibility was  'opon  those  who  rejected 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  he  must  say, 
that  the  responsibility  was  upon  those  who 
would  do  away  with  restrictions,  which 
were  so  necessary  to  the  security  of  the 
country,  and  who  would  tear  away  the 
bulwariu  of  the  constitution. 

The  Earl  of  Belmore  presented  two  pe- 
titions from  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabit 
tants  of  parishes  in  the  counties  of  Fer- 
managh and  Tyrone.  He  would  not  enter 
into  tibe  general  merits  of  the  question  at 
present,  but  would  take  Ae  liberty  of  re- 
marking, that  not  only  the  noble  lords 
wlio  were  of  the  same  opinton  as  himself 
on  the  subject  of  the  Catholic  claims,  but 
«bo4hoM  noUe  iordswho  were  of  a  dif* 


ferent  optnitfn,  were  rdieved  from  ell  re- 
sponsibUity,  by  the  acts  of  the  members 
who  composed  his.  majesty's  government, 
who  had  gone  to  the  ftiU  extent  of  con- 
cession to  the  Roman  Catholics,  without 
giving  them  political  power.  The  only 
question  now  was,  whether  thev  should 
stop  short  without  completing  that  |^an. 
He  expressed  deep  regret — not  at  the  fate 
which  had  attended  the  Catholic  question 
in  the  odier  House  of  pariiament,  for  that 
circumstance  only  went  the  length  of 
showing  that  opinions  were  very  nearly 
balanc^  there,  on  a  subject  on  which  par- 
liament was  not  only  divided  in  their 
opinion,  but  also  his  nu^estv's  govarn- 
ment,  but  what  he  felt  regret  for  was,  be- 
cause he  could  not  perceive  from  the  de- 
clarations of  the  opponents  in  the  measure 
for  granting  relief  to  the  Catholics,  that 
they  limited  their  objection  to  time  or  cir- 
cumstances. It  would  be  a  great  satisfac-* 
tion  to  him,  if  he  could  look  forward  to  a 
period,  however  remote^  when  theiropinion 
would  be  altered.  It  appeared  that  the 
argument  chiefly  relied  on  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  Catholics  from  power,  was,  that 
it  was  inexpedient  to  free  ihe  Roman  Ca- 
tholics from  the  disabilities  under  which 
they  laboured,  on  account  of  the  principles 
of  tJie  Roman  Catholic  church.  That  ar- 
gument went  to  the  extent  of  declaring, 
that  the  constitution  of  this  country  was 
not  calculated  for  the  comfort  of  one  third 
of  the  people  of  the  British  empire.  He, 
for  one,  could  never  accede  to  such  a  pro- 
position; nor  could  he  comprehend  how 
those  persons  who  had  allowed  relief  to 
the  Roman  Catholics  to  a  great  extent, 
could  be  satisfied  to  suffer  the  laws  to  re- 
main as  thev  were,  and  stop  short  in  a  sys- 
tem, which  had  been  so  well  begun,  and 
say  that,  admitting  the  Catholics  to  po- 
litical power  was  incompatible  with  the 
principles  of  the  British  constitution. 
Oraered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Gkakt  to  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
OF  Clarence.]  On  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Clarence's  Annuity  bill,  being 
moved  by  earl  Bathurst, 

Lord  King  said,  that  the  noble  earl 
who  had  just  moved  the  second  reading 4* 
thebill,had  thought  proper  not  to  sayaW^ 
to  their  lordships  on  the  subject.  Heaha^ 
have  thought  that,  in  such  a  case  as.the  fed 
sent,  the  nobk  lord  wouM  have  stated  ;hat 
reason  for  the  additional  grant,     bws 
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the  dfCttiuBtaDceof  thiS'biU  haTing  been 
kft  a  long  time  elaewere,  without  any 
notice  being  taken  of  it,  there  seemed  to 
be  a  desire  to  get  it  smuggled  through 
their  lordships'  House,  without  sayinga  word 
upon  the  matter.  Perhaps  the  noble  lord 
thought  that,  as  he  was  going  to  make  com 
dear,  it  was  necessary  to  raise  every  thing 
in  proportion.  Or  perhaps  it  was  because 
he  thought  the  time  favourable  for  propo- 
sing such  a  grant  He  had  chosen  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  it  while  great 
distress  existed  among  the  manufactur- 
ers; as  next  year,  probably,  there  would 
be  great  distress  among  the  agricul- 
turists. The  noble  lord  had  timed  his 
shot  well ;  he  had  sent  it  between  wind 
and  water.  Ho  did  not  know  the  reason 
why  the  government  had  been  so  long 
without  a  head*  He  certainly  wished  for 
an  e£Eicient  minister,  to  take  charge  of 
Mich  things  as  the  present.  He  thought 
the  noble  lord  looked  like  an  efficient 
minister  yesterday.  It  was  high  time  for 
their  lordships  that  there  should  be  an 
efficient  mmister,  for  they  looked  like  a 
flock  of  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  and 
they  "weate  bleating  in  every  note  of  the 
gamuty^from  L  sharp  to  R  flat*  This  was 
certainly  the  golden  age  for  princes,  for 
palaces,  and  for  Ireland.    He  had  had  a 

getition  to  present  against  the  present 
Ul ;  but  he  had  not  known  when  it  was 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 
.    Earl  Bathturst  stated,  that  his  noble 
friend,  the  earl  of  Uvmool,  in  moving  an 
address  in  answer  to  me  message  of  his 
ma^ty,  proposing  an  increase  to  the  pro- 
vision of  tne  duke  and  duchess  of  Clarence, 
in  consequence  of  their  present  situation, 
had  stated  what  would  be  proposed  as  the 
amount  of  that  additional  increase.    His 
noble  frielid  had  stated,  that  an  income 
of   3,000/.   devolved    on    the   duke   of 
Clarence  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
the  duke  of  York,  and  that,  an  addi- 
tion of  9,000/.  was  proposed  to  be  made 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  duke  and 
duchess  of  Clarence.    He  had  also  stated, 
that  3,000/.  was  to  go  to  the  duke  of 
Clarenoe,  and  6,000L  to  the  dnchess. 
Such  was  the  statement  which  had  been 
made  by  his  noble  friend  when  he  moved 
he  address.    Their  lordships  had  unani* 
'  i^msly  consented  to  it,  and  he  therefore 
^  d  a  right  to  conclude,  that  they  had  con- 
>^^°Hed  not  only  to  the  increase  itself,  but 
actuiie  particular  manner  in  which  that  in- 
estabte  was  to  be  made.    Such  being  the 
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case,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
trouble  their  lordships  with  an^  observa- 
tions in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill ;  because  that  bill  only  enac^  that 
which  his  noble  friend  had  stated  to  their 
lordships.  And  what  was  this  increase? 
It  was  an  increase,  by  which  the  duke  and 
duchess  of  Clarence  would  be  entitled  to 
receive  upon  the  whole,  an  income  of 
35,500/.  He  could  not  conceive  that 
there  could  be  any  objection  to  such  in-< 
come  for  the  heir  presumptive  of  the 
crovm  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  His 
noble  friend  had  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  the  financial  distress  of  the 
country ;  but  their  lordships  would  recol- 
lect, that  they  had  unanimously  granted 
60,000/.  pec  annum  as  a  provision  to  her 
royal  highness,  the  princess  Charlotte  of 
Wales.  At  that  time  she  was  standing  in 
the  same  relation  to  his  majesty,  as  the 
duke  of  Clarence  now  stood  in,  namely, 
the. presumptive  heiress  of  the  crown  of 
Great  Britam,  the  duke  of  Clarence  being 
now  the  presumptive  heir.  But  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  was  one  degree  further  re- 
moved than  the  duke  of  Clarence,  being 
presumptive  heiress  to  the  heir  apparent, 
ke  was  conyinced  their  lordships  could  not 
object  to  such  a  grant ;  and  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  public  would  approve  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  a  considemble*portion  of  the 
grant  would  be  expended;  nor  could  a 
grant  be  made  in  a  manner  more  accepta-> 
ble  to  the  feelings  of  his  royal  highness, 
since  the  greatest  part  was  left  at  the  dis- 
posal of  her  royal  highness. 
The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
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Tuesday,  March  27. 

Writ  of  Right  Bill.]  Mr.  Shad- 
well  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  bilL 

Mr.  D.  W,  Harvey  said,  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  thehon.  and  leamei  member 
would  not  press  the  second  reading  of  this 
bill ;  for,  though  he  did  not  intend  to  di- 
vide the  House  on  it,  he  felt  justified  in 
characterising  the  proposed  measure  as  the 
rudest  and  crudest  spedmen  of  modem 
legislature.  The  design  was  good,  and 
that  was  alL  The  execution  had  not  the 
merit  of  bemg  even  hannleas,  for  it  couU 
not  fail  to  prejudice  the  great  plan  of  iin- 
provement  wmch  was  in  contemplation,  in 
respect  to  the  entire  code  of  laws  touching 
real  estales.    The  biU  before  the  House 
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fiiopoaed  to  reilrict  the  period  in  yAAch 
IwritB  of  rigbt  could  be  brought  from  sixty 
lo  tiiirty  yean :  but  it  did  not  say  that 
no  title  fliioald  be  required  beyond  the 
latter  period,  which  was  mdiapenaable,  to 
l^ve  efficacy  to  the  plan.  Nor  would  any 
injury  arise  from  delay ;  for  he  did  not 
bdieve  that  three  actious  of  this  sort  were 
brought  in  all  England  in  any  one  year, 
and  in  two  of  those  the  right  occurred 
within  the  shorter  period.  Nor  did  the 
hill  abolish  the  abeurd  errantry  of  knights 
dothed'in  the  drapery  of  feudal  times; 
nor  did  it  cut  down  the  number  of  jurors 
from  sixteen  to  twel?e--clauses  which 
were  as  important  as  the  restriction  in  the 
time.  But  there  was  still  greater  feeble* 
ness  in  the  part  relating  to  fines.  The 
bill  proposed,  that  when  an  individual  pur«- 
chaaed  a  freehold  estate,  a  declaration 
should  be  inserted  m  the  conveyance,  that 
the  wife  was  not  to  be  dowerable ;  while 
the  present  plan  was  to  convey  the  estate 
to  a  trustee  to  effect  the  same  purpose ; 
probably  an  abbreviation .  of  fifty  words, 
and  the  same  number  of  pence,  m^t 
be  thus  saved.  But  why,  he  would  ask, 
did  net  the  learned  gentleman  go  at  once 
^tefdly  and  honestly  to  the  source  of  the 
^ail,  and  cut  off  the  expensive  and  dilatory 
seacess  of  fines  ?  Here  was  a  field  worUiy 
to  tj^is  talent  and  of  his  standing  at  the 
oeail  but  he  presumed  the  learned  gentle- 
.  like  the  rest  of  the  professioiml  fia- 
y,  was  afraid  to  do  toomucJi  at  onoe, 
fear  that  the  venerable  pile  might 
imself  and  his  hopes  in  the  general 
But  he  need  not  dread  any  incon* 
\  from  the  plan  he  (Mr.  H.)  pro- 
posed, tor  it  was  of  immemorial  establish- 
ment. On  the  alienation  of  copyhold  pro- 
perty, in  which  married  women  were  inter- 
•ested,  they  had  only  to  present  themselves 
before  the  steward  of  the  manor,  who, 
handing  to  the  lady  one  end  of  a  rod,  or 
not  uiiAequently  a  poker,  and  retaining 
hold  of  the  other  himself,  by  this  simple 
symbol  divested  her  of  her  mterest,  and 
thus  satisfied  all  the  objects  of  the  law. 
A  custom,  not  less  efficacious,  prevailed  in 
the  city  of  London,  and  in  the  borough 
.wfaicbhe  had  the  honour  to  represent  In 
both  these  places,  as  also  in  many  others, 
the  wife  appeared  before  the  mayor,  and 
privately  expressing  to  him  her  voluntary 
concurrence,  a  vabd  transfer  was  efiected, 
ata  nominal  expense,  and  m  a  way  strik- 
ingly simpla  and  complete.  Why,  he 
wm  aaki  could  not   this  couiae  be 


adopted  abd  embodied  in  the  present  biUt 
He  was  far  from  thinking  unkindly  of  ttie 
learned  gentleman ;  but  he  really  thought 
he  had  fallen  into  the  vulgar  and  preju- 
dicial error,  that,  to  make  a  perfectstates* 
man,  he  must  give  birth  to  a  bill,  it  mat* 
tered  not  how  short  or  how  crude.  This 
prolific  and  prodigal  spirit  was  the  bane  of 
modem  legation,  and  that  man  was  the 
greatest  friend  of  his  countiy,  and  would 
eventually  earn  the  most  sohd  and  lasting 
praise,  wno  should  curtail  and  prune  down 
our  Statute*book,  by  rendering  our  laws 
intelligible  and  few.  Fcur  these  reasons-, 
and  many  others  that  might  be  urged,  he 
trusted  the  learned  member  would  leave 
the  subject  in  the  hands  of  the  right  hon» 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  who 
had  jpromised,  at  no  distant  period,  to  take 
all  the  laws  touching  real  estates  under  his 
consideration,  and,  by  subjecting  .them  to 
the  revision  of  a  commission  composed  of 
competent  persons,  increase  the  enviable 
load  of  gratitude  which  he  had,  by  his 
amended  criminal  code,  already  laid  on 
the  country. 

Mr.  Bernal  said,  he  should  be  very  sonry 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  aban* 
doned  this  bill,  as  he  was  persuaded  that 
it  would  be  very  useful.  On  the  one-hand^ 
it  went  to  regulate  mattes  of  dower;  and, 
on  the  other,  proceedings  in  writs  of  right. 
In  both  these  cases,  its  provisions  would 
tend  to  save  much  needless  expense,  es- 
pecially with  respect  to  the  antiquated 
forms  of  writ  of  mglil^  whkh  were  so  very 
tedious  b  Uieir  nature,  and  ought  to  be 
abolished.  It  was  little  lest  than  ridiculous 
to  see  such  things  existing  in  the  year 
1827  ;  and  he  thought  they  were  such  as 
requited  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Secretary,  who  had  done  so  much,  and  so 
well,  indie  reform  of  the  other  part  of 
our  law.  As  the  law  at  present  stood,  a 
man  who  possessed  resl  propmy,  and 
was  anxious  to  dispose  of  it  by  will,  could 
not  do  so,  unless  his  will  was  witnessed  by 
three  persons.  Such  were  the  restrictions 
upon  the  disposition  of  his  freehold  pro- 
per^, even  Uiou|;h  it  should  be  ever  so 
smaU ;  while,  on  lae  other  hand,  if  the  same 
penon  was  possessed  of  10,000/.  in  the 
funds,  or  of  15,000/.  in  customary  or 
copyhold  property,  he  mig^t  diq^  of  it 
without  havinff  one  witness  to  his  will. 
Why  was  this  diflferenoefaade?  It  seemed 
to  bun,  that  no  cause  could  be  assigned 
for  it.  It  was  positively  disgraceful,  that 
in  this  country,  and  at  this  tun^  the  laws 
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in  whick  dl  parsons  had  so  vital  an  faiter- 
estt  ^ottld  be  in  so  confused  a  state.  No 
man  could  now  transfer  his  property  with- 
out encumbering;  himself  with  conveyances, 
and  loading  himself  with  stamp  duties; 
nor  could  he  stir  a  step  in  ahering  the 
nature  of  his  title,  without  throwing  on 
himself  or  his  purchaser  such  a  great  ex- 
pense, as  nearly  invalidated  all  the  bene* 
nt  they  might  expect  to  derive  from  the 
matier.  The  alteration  of  such  legal 
grievances  was  a  subject  well  worthy  of 
the  incerferenoe  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  and  he  cadled  on  him  no 
kmger  to  defer  the  measure.  Let  him  not 
fear  any  opposition  that  interest  might 
create.  He  might,  perhaps^  think  that 
he  could  not  grapple  with  such  difficulties, 
without  first  being  assured  of  the  support  of 
the  House.  Upon  that  support,  in  such 
a  cause,  he  might  fairly  cadculate ;  since 
every  gentleman  was  interested  in  remov- 
ing these  vexatious  restrictions  upon  his 
control  over  his  own  property.  However, 
he  was  well  awaie  of  the  difficulties  that 
the  proposers  of  any  reforms  in  this  matter 
would  have  to  encounter;  and  felt  con- 
vinced that,  whenever  they  did  go  into  the 
subject,  they  must  be  prepared  with  arms 
ana  weapons,  and  they  must  expect  a 
painful  warfare  of  principle  against  itself; 
but  let  the  right  hon.  gentleman  attempt 
it,  and  the  House  would  carry  hint  through. 
It  was  perfectly  true,  that  there  were  in 
the  legal  profession  some  men  as  high  and 
honourable  in  their  fediDgs  as  any  in  the 
country,  but  there  were  also  men  in  it  who 
lived  on  the  existence  of  its  abuses,  and 
who  would  use  ever^  effi»t  to  maintain 
them.  But  theoppositionof  such  men  ought 
not  to  be  feared.  It  was  manifest  the 
abuses  did  exist,  and  the  sooner  they  were 
put  down  the  better.  He  called  upon  the 
fight  hon.  gentleman  to  say,  whether  or 
not  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter under  the  notice  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  admitted,  that  he 
had  intimated  such  an  intention,  and  had 
used,  in  the  discussion  on  the  Chancery 
bill,  some  expressions  indicative  of  his 
opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  alteration 
in  the  forms  restricting  the  transfer  of  teel 
proi»erty.  That  opinion  he  had  not  aban- 
doned, but  at  the  same  time  he  could  not 
undertake  the  adjustment  of  a  question  of 
so  much  importance.  Of  this  he  was  con- 
vinced, that  those  who  were  most  willing 
to  see  a  reform  of  the  laws  would,  of  all 
thmgs,  not  wish  any  measure  to  be  prema- 
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tiirely  proposed.  Whatever  was  done,  the 
most  cautious,  and  indeed  the  most  severe, 
inquiry  ought  to  precede  it.  Howevo*,  he 
must  take  that  opportunity  of  saying,  that 
he  did  not  agree  with  the  hon.  member 
for  Rochester,  as  to  the  difficulties  that 
must  be  expected  from  the  opposition  of 
interested  individaals*  He  feared  no  such 
difficulties ;  and,  indeed,  he  did  not  expect 
them.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  received 
offers  of  assistance  from  some  of  the  most 
eminenit  men  in  the  profession.  He  might 
be  permitted  to  mention  the  name  of  Mn 
BuUer,  who  had  made  an  offer  of  that 
kind.  Besides  that  gentleman^  there  were 
others  who  had  made  similar  offers,  and 
who  were  now  engaged  in  devising  some 
plan  for  the  reform  of  our  civil  laws.  He 
was  sorry  to  say,  that  from  having  been 
recently  overwhelmed  with  business,  he 
had  had  but  little  time  to  consider  the 
matter;  Indeed,  when  the  subject  should 
be  brought  forward,  he  thought  he  should 
best  consult  the  advantage  of  the  public, 
by  proposing  to  devolve  the  preliminary 
inquiries  upon  a  commission,  to  be  specially 
appointed  for  that  purpose ;  since  he  was 
convinced  that  the  inquiry  was  of  such  a 
nature  that  it  could  not  safely  be  intrusted 
to  one  individuid.  He  should,  therefore, 
consider  it  best  to  refer  it  to  a  commission^ 
to  be  assisted  in  their  inquiries  by  gentle- 
men conversant  with  the  subfect.  Whether 
those  gentlemen  gave  their  services  gra- 
tuitously or  not  would  be  a  matter  of  little 
importance:  though,  if  they  aided  the 
commission  by  their  labours,  he  thought 
they  ought  to  be  idlowed  some  remunera- 
tion. That  some  such  inquiry  as  to  the 
present  modes  of  transferring  real  property, 
should  precede  any  legislative  measure  on 
the  subject,  he  had  no  doubt;  and  the 
question  was  one  to  which  he  was  dis^ 
posed  to  give  the  fullest  consideration. 

Dr.  I««Atii^loii  congratulated  the  House 
and  the  country  on  the  prospect  of  their 
obtaining  some  amelioration  in  the  prac- 
tice of  transferring  real  property.  He 
thought  there  was  no  subject  that  required 
a  more  close  or  accurate  investi^itioii. 
The  proceedings  tiiat  were  at  present 
necessary  to  create  a  title  in  any  person, 
or  to  transfer  that  title  from  himself  to 
another,  were  productive  of  infinite  ex- 
pense at  the .  moment,  and  of  infinite 
litigation  afterwards.  As  a  proof  of  the 
enormous  expense  attendant  upon  the 
present  practice,  he  might  mention,  that 
m  one  instance  an  abstract  of  a  title  laid 
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before  him  consisted  of  no  fewer  tlian 
eight  handled  sheets.  That  circumstance, 
however,  reflected  no  discredit  upon  the 
solicitor  from  whose  office  it  was  issued, 
and  who  was  one  of  the  most  honourable 
men  in  the  profesaon.  The  truth  was, 
that  ftom  the  very  technical  manner  in 
which  titles  were  now  prepared,  that  ex- 
treme length  was  rendered  unavoidable; 
for,  unless  the  abstract  had  been  prepared 
in  that  manner,  no  person  could  have 
proceeded  to  sell  the  estate,  nor  would 
any   conveyancer  have    sanctioned   the 

Eurchase  of  it.  He  happened  himself  to 
e  concerned  in  the  purchase  of  property 
sold  under  an  act  of  parliament ;  and,  the 
res(>ectable  conveyancer  employed,  felt  it 
his  duty  to  object  to  the  title,  under  the 
very  act  which  he  had  himself  framed,  and 
it  had  cost  a  hundred  guineas  to  have  the 
doubt  as  to  that  title  removed.  Mow,  he 
thought  that  when  such  difficulties  at- 
tended the  purchase  of  ])ropert3r,  and 
the  establisnments  of  titles,  it  was 
high  titne  for  the  legislatore  to  inter- 
fere. But  their  first  step  should  be,  to 
ascertain  the  nature  ana  extent  of  the 
evil,  and  then,  in  devising  a  remedy,  care 
flftiottld  be  taken  that  other  evils  were  not 
let  in,  as  great  as  those  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  remove.  He  was  glad  that  the 
subject  was  likely  to  be  placed  in  such 
excellent  hands ;  and  he  believed  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  give  a  greater 
boon  to  the  landed  proprietors  in  giving 
them  the  means  of  transferring  their 
property  with  a  clear  and  secure  tide,  and 
without  those  expensive  processes  which 
were  now  necessary,  than  he  would  do  by 
removing  from  them  the  whole  amount  of 
the  poor-rates.  Let  him,  then,  proceed 
to  the  task,  and  so  frame  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  transfer  of  real  property, 
that  there  should  be  no  other  restrictions 
than  those  which  were  absolutely  necessary 
to  make  the  title  of  the  purchase  clear  and 
secure,  without  embarrassing  parties  with 
the  present  expensive  mode  of  proceeding. 
Mr.  Ferguson  said,  that  as  this  bill 
involved'  the  vital  principles  of  every 
species  of  landed  property  m  the  country, 
the  House  ought  to  proceed  in  it  wiw 
every  degree  of  caution.  If  a  commission 
should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  laws  aSecting  real  property, 
he  trusted  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman who  had  originated  this  bill  would 
be  appointed  a  member  of  it.  He  thought 
Ae  country  was  greatly  mdebted  to  Mr. 
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Humphries,  for  the  excellent  work  which 
he  had  written  upon  the  subject,  and  that 
several  of  his  suggestions  deserved  serious 
consideration.  He  hoped  that  the  learned 
member  would  not  press  his  bill  on  the 
House  at  present,  but  would  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  right  hon.. 
Secretary,  who  had  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  have  this  portion  of  the  law  of 
the  country  amended. 

The  Attomey^General  said,  he  did  not 
object  to  the  abolition  of  the  circuitous 
forms  which  at  present  attended  the  trans^ 
fer  of  real  property.  He  admitted  that 
the  existing  law  might  be  amended,  but 
he  must  remind  the  House,  that  the 
greatest  caution  ought  to  be  observed  in 
any  attempts  which  they  might  make  to 
amend  it.  Whilst  they  were  simplifying 
forms,  and  putting  an  end  to  the  unraer^ 
ciful  consumption  of  parchment  which 
now  took  place,  they  must  take  care  that 
they  did  not  injure  the  vital  rules  and 
principles  of  law.  He  was  ready  and 
willing  to  lend  his  humble  assistance 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  formal 
and  instrumental  modes  of  conveyancing. 

Mr.  Peel  repeated,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  pledge  himself  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission.  He  wished  the 
inquiry  into  this  branch  of  the  law  of 
England,  whenever  it  took  place,  to  be 
conducted  by  persons  whose  experience 
would  carry  with  it  a  warrant  to  the  pub* 
lie,  that  any  measures  which  they  might 
propose  would-be  judicious.  He  pledged 
nimself  that  the  subject  should  shortly  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  that  no 
measure  should  be  taken  upon  it  without 
its  undergoing  the  minutest  inquinr- 

Mr.  Shadwell  said,  he  would  gladly 
give  his  assistance  to  such  a  commission  as 
Uie  right  hon.  Secretary  had  spoken  of; 
but  as  some  time  would  necessarily  occur 
before  the  recommendations  of  that  com- 
mission could  be  carried  into  execution; 
he  thought  that  his  bill  ought  to  be  in 
operation  during  the  interval.  It  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  more  rational  plan  to  re* 
move,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  portion  of  an 
evil,  the  existence  of  which  was  universally 
acknowledged,  than  to  suffer  it  to  continue 
with  unabated  force.  He  was  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  even  supposing  that  this  bill 
afibrded  but  a  partial  remedy,  more  good 
would  be  done  by  permitting  it  to  pass 
now,  than  by  postponing  it  to  an  indefinite 
period. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
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Comy^LA  W8.]  Sir  A.  Grant  broil^t  op 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  OQ  the  Com  Trade  Acts.  On  the 
questioni  that  it  be  read, 

Mr.  Hume  eaid,  he  wished  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  deUvering  his  opinion  on  the 
g;enQral  pc^y  of  the  Corn-laws,  which 
opinioiK,  in  some  respects,  was  different 
bom  that  of  any  hon.  gentleman  who  had 

Jet  spoken  on  the  question.  He  began 
y  lecapitulatiog  some  of  the  points  uiged 
by  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  when 
he  first  brought  forward  the  subject,  and 
dwelt  particularly  on  the  claim  put  in  by 
the  a^cultural  interest,  and  admitted  by 
the  right  hon.  Secretary,  to  protection. 
Ministers  had  professed  to  adopt  a  course 
between  the  two  extremes:  but,  at  the 
same  time,  taking  the  avenge  price  at  60<., 
they  had  given  the  balance  m  favour  of 
agriculture,  and  had  professed  to  do  so. 
1%^  had  avowedly .  proceeded  upon  no 
fixed  principle ;  and  ne  vras  on  this  ac- 
count the  more  anxious  to  state  his  view. 
He  was  decidedly  convinced  that  protec- 
tion ought  not  to  be  afforded  to  the  landed 
interest  to  the  extent  of  a  single  shilling, 
unless  they  could  prove  that  they  sus- 
tained a  weight  of  taxation  which  was 
not  borne  by  other  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity :  to  whatever  extent  they  could  esta- 
bliui,  that  they  weresufferers  beyond  others, 
to  that  extent  he  was  ready  to  give  them 
protection ;  and  upon  that  principle  mi- 
nisters and  parliament  had  already  pro- 
ceeded in  the  recent  improvements  of  the 
system,  by  the  establishment  of  free  trade 
in  other  commodities*  Three  or  four 
yean  since,  ministers  had  made  their 
declaration  on  Uie  subject  of  free  trade ; 
and  they  had  properly  felt  bound  to  take 
a  course  between  contending  interests,  but 
they  had  shewn  no  partiality,  no  undue 
favour  as  in  the  case  of  grain.  Instead  of 
benefitting  one  psrty  to  the  injury  of  ano- 
ther, they  ought  to  adopt  onlv  measures 
consonant  with  the  general  advantage  of 
the  whole  community.  He  could  see  no 
difference  between  the  claims  of  the 
grower  of  com,  and  of  the  maker  of  shoes, 
or  any  other  article :  both  had  invested 
capitsl,  and  both  ought  to  have  the  same 
fair  play  in  employing  that  capital  to  the 
neatest  profit,  as  far  as  it  did  not  prqu- 
dice  the  prosperity  of  other  classes,  it  was 
the  height  of  injustice  to  give  to  the  few 
an  advantage  at  the  expense  of  the  many ; 

Jet  this  was  what  the  nght  hon.  Secretary 
ad  adinitted  he  bad  donCi  in  reference  to 
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the  importation  of  grain.  It  nw  the  de^ 
cided  opinion  of  those  who  had  given  the 
subject  more  and  deeper  consideration 
than  he  had  been  able  to  apply  to  it,  that 
the  farmer  was  really  as  much  interested 
in  having  food  at  a  low  price,  as  the  manu- 
facturer of  cotton  or  wool.  The  present 
was  a  question  between  the  proprietors  of 
the  soil  and  the.  rest  of  the  community^ 
It  was  not  to  be  denied,  that  farmers  who 
had  leases  might  be  injured,  to  a  certain 
degree,  by  any  sudden  depression;  but 
the  claim  put  m  by  the-  growers  of  com 
generally,  for  what  they  called  a  remune- 
rating price,  was  one  of  the  most  prepos- 
terous that  had  ever  been  submittal  to 
any  assembly.  Because  com  had  been  at 
a  high  price  when  their  leases  were  grant- 
ed, and  was  now  likely  to  be  lower,  the 
farmers,  as  was  natural  to  all  speculators, 
called  upon  the  House  to  assist  and  sup^ 
port  them,  and  to  keep  up  the  cultivation 
of  poor  lands  to  the  exclusion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  other  soils.  He  protested  against 
any  such  principle,  and  called  upoathe 
House  to  apply  to  the  trade  in  grain  the 
same  system  which  it  had  apfdied  to  va-> 
nous  other  branches  of  commerce  and 
manufactures.  The  foundation  of  the  re* 
solution  which  he  meant  to  submit  was, 
that  com  ought  to  be  bought  by  the  sub- 
jects of  this  country  wherever  they  could 
obtain  it  cheapest,  and  that  importatiiMi 
oi^ht  to  be  allowed  from  any  part  of  the 
globe.  Nine-tenths  of  the  cammunity« 
upon  this  important  question,  were  oppos- 
ed to  the  landed  interest.  Now,  if  any 
man  could  procure  for  the  price  of  his  la* 
hour,  two  bushels  of  wheat  instead  of  one» 
he  wished  to  establish  a  law  by  which  he 
might  resort  to  that  country  where  he 
could  so  obtain  for  the  same  sum  twice 
the  quantity  of  food  that  he  could  procure 
in  another.  The  object  of  the  law  which 
ministers  wished  to  establish  was,  to  com- 
pel nine-tenths  of  the  communi^  to  give 
their  labour  for  one  bushel  of  com  instead 
of  two.  He  might  be  told,  thet  the  land- 
owners  wished  that  every  person  should 
receive  a  lust  remuneration.  But  how  did 
their  conduct  bear  out  that  assertion,  when 
they  endeavoured  to  keep  up  the  price  of 
every  necessary  of  life,  and  thus  prevent- 
ed me  manufacturer  from  competmg  with 
foreign  countries;  the  consequence  of 
whicA  must  necessarily  be,  the  decrMseof 
wages,  and  the  throwing  many  individuals 
out  of  employment?  It  was,  however, 
j  nid,  th^  untas  this  system  of  protectioip 
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i»«d  conttiHied,  Ae  country  would  tun  the- 
chttnce  of  beings  visited  by  a  famine.  *^  It 
is  not,"  said  the  landowner,  **  for  my  own 
flake,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  public,  that 
I  dcAire  this  protection."  A  more  fal- 
lacious argument  never  was  advanced.  If 
they  would  suffer  corn  to  be  imported  only 
when  it  arrived  at  those  very  high  prices 
which  could  rarely  occur,  then  foreign 
countries  would  not  be  encouraged  to  grow 
com,  which  they  might  exchange  forEng*- 
lish  manufactures;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  com  was  freely  admitted,  then  the 
v^hole  world,  on  whom  they  must  depend 
ibr  trade,  would  be  able  to  prepare  an 
abundant  supply  of  grain,  to  assist  this 
country,  if  it  suffered  from  the  failure  of 
Ae  crops,  or  from  any  other  circumstance. 
Without  looking  to  averages  a  system 
which  might  be  abused — ^without  looking 
at  the  price  of  grain — ^he  would  open  the 
ports- to  com,  in  the  same  way  as  they 
were  open  to  other  articles.  He  would 
open  a  trade  immediately  with  every 
country  that  had  surplus  com  to  sell,  and 
thus  increase  the  demand  for  the  manufac- 
tures of  England.  But,  if  they  went  on 
imposing  a  duty  of  20$.  Sd,  when  wheat 
was  at  625.,  it  would  be  a  long  time  in- 
deed before  they  secured  such  a  trade. 
A  contrary  course  would  open  a  wide 
door  for  the  manufactures  or  this  coun- 
try, and  would  be  exceedingly  beneficial  to 
those  who  were  at  present  starving.  As 
the  law  now  stood,  it  was  not  worth 
Ihe  while  of  the  foreigner  to  cultivate 
grain;  and  if  there  should  be  a  bad 
harvest,  the  country  would  most  likely 
be  afflicted  with  a  famine.  Foreigners, 
under  the  existing  system,  would  scarcely 
be  induced  to  speculate  in  the  cultivation 
of  com,  which  they  would  probably  be 
obliged  to  keep  for  years,  until  it  was 
spoiled.  Suppose  the  duty  were  fixed  at 
ISi.f  without  reference  to  average  or 
price,  the  consequence  would  be,  that 
every  state  in  Europe  which  was  able  to 
supply  a  small  quantity  of  com,  would 
be^  ready  to  open  a  trade  with  Great 
Britain;  and  ne  was  perfectly  satisfied 
there  were  very  few  hon.  members  who 
looked  to  the  amount  of  the  supply  of 
com  from-  1815  to  the  present  moment, 
who  could  entertain  any  great  fear,  that 
the  quantity  of  com  likely  to  be  im- 
ported would  injuriously  affect  the  landed 
interest  of  this  country.  His  proposition 
was,  that  the  duty  should  now  be  laid 
at  16s.,  and  that  U.  should  be  taken  off 
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every  year,  until  it  came  to  a  permauent 
tax  of  lOf.  Though  he  was  willing  to  da 
this,  yet  he  was  convinced  that  the  agri- 
culturists were  not  able  to  show  &at 
they  paid  in  taxes  more  than  four  shillings 
above  the  other  classes  of  the  community. 
If  this  were  done,  the  population  would  con- 
sume all  the  com  that  was  imported,  as  well 
as  that  which  was  grown  in  this  country ; 
the  workman  would  be  well  paid,  and  tne 
manufacturers  would  be  enabled  to  get  off 
their  goods.  Such  would  be  the  effect 
of  setting  free  the  trade  in  com ;  but 
the  present  law  tended  to  produce  want 
and  destitution  in  the  country.  He 
wished  to  introduce  a  countervailing  tax, 
to  the  amount  which  the  land-owners 
could  show  they  paid  beyond  the  other 
parts  of  the  community.  He  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  do  one  of  two  things ; 
and  he  should  like  to  know  how  far  the 
hon.  member  forWareham  (Mr.  Galcraft) 
would  meet  him.  The  land-owners,  it  vras 
said,  paid  ten  or  twelve  millions  more  of 
taxes  than  the  other  branches  of  the 
community  did.  Now,  he  would  either 
repeal  those  taxes,  or  g^ivethem  a  counter- 
vailing duty  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
which  they  could  prove  they  paid  beyond 
the  other  classes  of  the  community.  It  had 
been  asserted  by  a  noble  lord  in  another 
place,  that  the  land-owners  paid  24-25th8 
of  the  poor-rates.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  fact.  Last  year  the  poor-rates  and 
p«urish-rates  amounted  to  6,900,000/. 
Of  this,  2,700,000/.  was  raised  on  dwel- 
ling-houses, and  the  remaining  4,200,000/. 
on  the  land;  therefore,  the  land  ap- 
peared to  contribute  two-thirds  of  the 
poor-rates,  or  2,000,000/.  more  than 
the  other  classes  of  the  community. 
If,  however,  this  sum  of  4,200,000/. 
were  divided  into  three  parts,  it  would  be 
found  that  one  third  was  not  paid  by  the 
land-owners.  The  remaining  two  thirds, 
or  about  2,500,000/.,  were  paid  by  them. 
But,  of  this  2,500,000/.,  nine-tenths,  he 
was  prepared  to  show,  consisted  of  wages. 
He  had  compared  the  rate  of  wages  in  Scot- 
land, where  there  existed  no  Poor-laws, 
and  in  some  counties  of  England  where 
they  were  comparatively  light,  with  other 
districts  differently  circumstanced;  and 
he  found  that,  wherever  the  poor  rates 
wereburthensome  the  wages  were  low,  and 
that,  adding  the  amount  of  poor  rates* to' 
the  rate  of  wages,  both  were  still  not 
equal  to  the  rate  of  wages  paid  in  Scot- 
land. Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  the 
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wages  of  i^icultural  labour  in  Scotland 
were  twenty  per  cent  below  the  wages 
of  agricultural  labour  in  England  ;  but  it 
was  a  curious  fact,  that  they  were  now 
twenty  per  cent  higher,  arising  entirely 
from  the  roal-administration  of  die  Poor- 
laws. — Next,  as  to  tithes — it  was  his 
firm  conviction,  that  tithes  were,  in  a 
great  measure,  paid  by  the  consumer,  and 
therefore  the  land-owners  had  no  claim  to 
peculiar  advantages.  As  to  the  land-tax, 
when  first  it  was  imposed,  it  was  not  con- 
fined exclusively  to  land,  nor  was  it  so 
now :  it  applied  to  all  branches  of  in- 
dustry in  a  greater  or  less  degree ;  but  he 
was  willing  to  take  into  consideration 
whatever  sum  was  borne  by  the  landed  in- 
terest, to  the  exclusion  of  other  classes  of 
the  community.  Another  item  in  the 
claim  of  the  owners  of  the  soil  arose  out  of 
county  rates ;  but  it  ought  to  be  recollected, 
that  country  gentlemen  were  themselves 
the  authors  of  county  rates,  ana  they 
ought  only  to  permit  them  to  be  raised  for 
legal  purposes.  If,  indeed,  the  land  only 
had  to  bear  the  charge  of  the  prosecution 
of  criminals  for  instance,  relief  to  that  ex- 
tent ought  to  be  afibrded,  and  the  expense 
paid  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the  coun- 
try.— The  agriculturists  had  a  monopoly 
of  the  sale  of  various  articles  of  agricultural 
produce — such  as  pork,  mutton,  tallow, 
and  other  things,  by  the  imposition  of 
duties  on  the  importation  of  those  articles, 
amounting  to  a  prohibition.  It  was  with 
astonishment  that  he  had  heard  it  asserted 
by  some,  that  it  would  be  better  that  no 
free  trade  at  all  should  be  allowed,  and  that 
the  people  should  be  compelled  to  pur- 
chase from  the  home-growers  alone,  such 
articles  as  the  home-growers  could  sell 
them.  He  maintained,  however,  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  depended  mainly 
upon  the  freedom  of  foreign  importation, 
and  that  if  this  was  put  an  end  to,  the 
agriculturists  would  ruin  their  own  cus- 
tomers, and  biing  the  population  of  the 
country  to  a  state  of  starvation.  The 
amount  of  the  value  of  goods  manufactured 
in  1824  was  44,000,000/.  ;  in  1825, 
49,000,000/.;  and  in  1826,47,000,000/. 
Now,  it  was  impossible  that  this  country 
could  consume  manufactures  to  this  ex* 
tent.  But  if  the  trade  in  com  were 
thrown -open,  it  would  afibrd  a  vent  for 
those  manufactures;  and  every  knife  or 
stocking  sent  abroad  would  produce  a 
profit,  that  would  enable  the  manufacturer 
to  pay  his  portion  of  the  interest  of  the 
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national  debt.  The  landholders  appeared 
to  think  that  the  country  could  not  d» 
without  them,  since  they  paid  so  much  of 
the  revenue  out  of  their  rents;  but  he 
contended  that  the  taxes  would  be  much 
mpre  easily  paid  by  the  mass  of  the  popula-^ 
tion,  if  there  were  no  rents  at  all,  and 
therefore  the  country  would  do  very  well 
without  the  land-holders  [coughing].  He 
did  not  mean  to  deny,  that  the  depriving' 
them  of  their  rents  would  be  a  gross  in- 
justice ;  but  he  repeated,  that  the  people 
coidd,  with  much  less  difficulty,  pay  the 
taxes,  if  there  were  no  rents  at  aJL  He 
thanked  the  House  for  the  attention  they 
had  paid  him,  and  trusted  he  had  stated  hi» 
sentiments  so  as  not  to  be  misunderstood* 
He  concluded  by  moving  his  first  Resolu-* 
tion : — 

<'  That  from  and  after  the  5th  of  Jul^ 
1827,  and  until  the  5th  of  July  1828,  a 
duty  of  15$.  shall  be  imposed  on  every- 
quarter  of  wheat  imported  from  any  foreiga 
country  into  the  United  Kingdom ;  and, 
for  the  year  from  the  5th  of  July  1828,  to 
the  5th  of  July  1829,  a  dut^  of  fourteea 
shillings  per  quarter ;  and,  m  every  sue* 
ceeding  year  afterwards  the  duty  shall  be 
reduced  one  shilling,  until  the  5th  of 
July  1833,  after  which  time  the  duty  of 
ten  shillings  shall  remain  a  permanent  and 
fixed  duty,  payable  on.  every  quarter  of 
wheat  imported  from  foreign  countries,. 
except  Canada,  as  hereafter  provided  for."' 

Mr.  Marshall  seconded  the  motion,  and 
stated  that  a  great  part  of -the  very  numer- 
ous and  intelligent  population  which  he 
represented,  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
arrangement  which  the  ministers  had  pro* 
posed  on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws, 
from  which  they  expected  no  substantial 
relief. 

Mr.  Irving  b^;an  by  paying  personal 
compliment  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  preceded  him,  but  to  whose  opinions 
on  this  subject  he  was  diametrically  op- 
posed. The  price  of  food,  he  contended, 
was  of  little  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
the  nation,  compared  to  the  greatness  of 
its  capital.  He  totally  differed  also  from 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  brought  for- 
ward the  amendment,  and  who,  in  sup- 
port of  it,  had  argued,  that  if  the  land 
paid  no  rent,  the  country  might  prosper  as 
well  as  ever.  Did  that  hon.  gentleman 
not  see,  that  if  such  a  state  of  things  ex- 
isted, the  occupier  of  the  land  would  be 
in  efiect,  the  proprietor  ?  This,  however, 
was  not  entirely  a  question  of  conjecture. 
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Prussia,  Pokmdy  and  a  great  part  of  Russia^ 
were  cases  in  point;  and  what  was  the 
eandition  of  the  landowner,  in  those  coun- 
tries, but  one  of  constant  need  ?  Was  that 
the  state  to  which  the  bon.  gentleman 
wish^  to  reduce  the  landed  gentlemen  of 
this  country?  Nothing  could  be  more 
frightful  than  the  distress  that  pervaded 
the  countries  to  which  he  had  referred. 
The  people  were  sunk  into  the  lowest 
stage  of  want  and  wretchedness ;  and,  in 
reality  the  government  had  become  the 
geneml  proprietor  of  the  land.  The  main 
doctrine  of  the  hon.  gentleman  was,  that 
the  intercourse  of  nations  should  be  equal 
and  unrestricted.  He  admitted  that  the 
principles  of  free  trade  were  good  in  the 
abstract ;  but  they  were  unfortunately  im- 
practicable. This  country  might  make 
what  regulations  she  pleased  for  her  own 
trade ;  but  do  what  she  would,  other 
countries  would,  in  their  own  defence, 
continue  to  prohibit  as  much  as  they  could 
the  introduction  of  her  manufactures.  No 
advance,  he  maintained,  had  been  prac- 
tically made,  towards  a  system  of  general 
reeiprocity.  He  denied  that  the  Corn- 
laws  had  been  injurious  in  their  operation 
on  any  branch  of  the  public  welfare.  The 
law  or  1822  certainly  could  not;  for  it 
had  never  affected  prices  ;  but,  if  it  had, 
agriculture  was  entitled  to  protection. 
What  right  had  any  body — even  the  House 
of  Commons  itself— to  tell  any  class  of 
the  community,  that  their  industry  should 
be  placed  in  a  worse  condition  than  that 
of  any  other  class.  Yet  the  effect  of  the 
new  doctrines  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  be,  to  subject  the  most  important 
interest  in  the  country  to  a  course  of  slow 
but  constant  depression  and  decay.  It 
had  been  proved  that  the  land  of  this 
country  was  capable  of  raising  com  suffi- 
cient for  the  subsistence  of  the  population. 
Justice,  he  said,  therefore,  required  that 
the  consumption  of  grain  should  be  confined 
to  our  native  produce,  as  it  was  with  re- 
gard to  our  own  manufactures.  That 
would  be  the  best  system  of  national  policy, 
because  it  was  founded  on  a  due  regard 
to  all  the  great  interests.  In  illustration 
of  its  advantages,  he  cited  the  instances  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  both  of  which  were 
formerly  importing  countries,  but  which 
now  yielded  a  large  supply  of  corn  to  this 
country.  He  had  no  doubt,  if  further 
capital  were  applied  in  those  countries  to 
the  growth  of  com,  that  there  could  be 
90  ndr  apprehensipn  that  this  country 


would  ever  have  occasion  to  depend  upon 
foreign  markets  for  a  supply.  Such  being 
the  case,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  consider  well  before  it  permitted  the 
home-grower  of  corn  to  be  interfered  with 
by  the  foreigner  at  all  times. 

Sir  Henry  Pamell  said,  that  the  more 
this  subject  was  investigated,  the  more 
evident  it  would  appear,  that  the  policy 
of  forcing  a  home  supply,  by  restraining 
importation,  was  injurious  to  the  public 
interests.  There  was  no  doubt  that,  in 
the  produce  of  manufactures,  capital 
might  go  on  to  be  applied  almost  un« 
limitedly,  and  that  the  result  would  be  a 
continued  reduction  of  the  article  pro* 
duced,  in  price  ;  but  the  case  of  agricul- 
tural produce  was  entirely  different. 
The  extent  of  the  fertile  land  which  we 
had  to  cultivate,  must  determine  the  ex* 
tent  in  which  capital  could  be  applied  to 
cultivation  with  advantage.  Up  to  a  cer- 
tain point — so  long  as  we  worked  only 
upon  fertile  lands — the  application  of 
capital  tended  to  produce  increased 
cheapness  of  price;  but  when  the  con- 
tinued application  of  capital  led  us  into 
cultivating  poor  soils,  then  the  effect  of 
that  course  would  be  a  rise  of  price ;  the 
quantity  of  labour,  &c.,  requisite  to  make 
those  soils  productive,  was  greater  than 
that  which  we  had  been  accustomed  to 
apply  before.  If  we  cultivated  poor  land, 
while  land  of  a  superior  quality  was  at  our 
disposal,  we  in  fact  paid  so  much  more 
than  we  need  do  :  it  was  so  much  labour 
or  capital  thrown  away  ;  and  this  was  ex- 
actly the  effect  of  our  refusing  to  take 
corn  from  foreign  countries.  To  look  at 
this  system,  therefore,  as  it  affected  the 
manufacturing  interest,  the  quantity  of 
com  consumed  annually  in  this  country 
was  about  fifty  millions  of  quarters.  If, 
by  any  law  or  arrangement,  all  that  corn 
was  purchased  at  the  rate  of  1  Os,  a  quar- 
ter higher  than  it  need  be,  the  charge  so 
laid  upon  the  public  would  be  25,000,000/. 
in  money.  And  this  was  the  system 
which  gentlemen  argued  produced  no  in- 
jury to  the  country  1  What  would  be 
said,  if  the  Treasury  proposed  to  levy  a 
tax  of  10s.  upon  every  quarter  of  corn 
consumed  ?  If  all  this  25,000,000/.  went 
even  to  the  landlord,  that  would  not  be 
entirely  rainous :  at  all  events,  it  would 
be  a  transfer  simply  of  so  much  money 
from  the  pockets  of  one  class  of  people 
to  those  of  another.  But  the  fact  was, 
taking  the  admitted  average,  that  only 
£2 


103        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

one  third  of  the  gross  produce  of  land 
went  for  the  landlord  s  rent,  the  landlord 
got  onl  J  a  third  of  it ;  at  the  utmost,  he 
did  not  receive  half.  And  what  became 
of  the  rest  of  the  25,000,000/. ;  that  was, 
of  the  additional  10s.  a  quarter?  Why, 
the  rest  was  directly  wasted — ^thrown 
away— laid  out  in  producing  that  from  a 
lower  soil,  which  a  higher  would  have 
produced  without  its  expenditure ;  it  was 
wasted  in  growing  com  at  a  higher  price 
than  we  could  purchase  it.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  wasting  so  much  money  in 
growing  com  on  bad  land  was  the  lessen- 
ing every  year  of  the  power  to  accumulate 
new  capital,  and  the  keeping  the  amount 
of  the  national  wealth  below  what  it 
would  otherwise  be.  It  served  to  check 
that  progressive  prosperity,  which  the  hon. 
member  had  said  was  so  desirable  to  be 
maintained;  it  curtailed  the  power  of 
employing  labour,  and  also  the  resources 
of  taxation :  it  produced  all  the  evils 
which  can  arise  from  keeping  the  wealth 
of  the  country  from  making  such  advan- 
ces as  it  was  capable  of  making,  if  not 
obstmcted.  The  hon.  member  had  stated 
opinions  respecting  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
tection of  com  upon  our  manufactures,  to 
which  he  could  not  agree.  In  place  of 
the  protection  of  the  landed  interest  being 
of  any  service  to  manufacturers,  it  was 
particularlv  injurious  to  them.  The  rise  in 
price  which  it  occasioned  of  com,  produced 
a  rise  in  wages  and,  as  such  a  rise  of  wages 
was  followed  by  a  lowering  of  the  rate  of 
profit  which  manufactures  could  derive 
from  their  capital,  it  depressed  the  pro* 
gress  of  the  accumulation  of  agricultural 
capital;  but  what  was  of  more  import- 
ance it  seemed  to  make  it  more  advanta- 
geous to  the  owners  of  it  to  transfer  it  to 
foreign  countries,  and  employ  it  there, 
than  to  continue  to  employ  it  here.  This 
was  the  way  in  which  the  stability  of  the 
British  manufacturers  was  the  most  ex- 
posed to  be  shaken.  It  was  not  by  allow- 
mg  artisans  to  go  to  foreign  countries,  or 
machinery  to  go  to  foreign  countries,  that 
we  incurred  any  risk;  but  it  was  by 
making  it  more  profitable  to  employ 
English  manufacturing  capital  abroad  than 
in  England,  that  a  real  danger  was  created 
of  losing  the  superiority  that  British 
manufactures  now  had  in  competition  in 
foreign  markets  wkh  foreign  manufac- 
tures. The  hon.  member  had  spoken 
of  our  commercial  connection  with  foreign 
countries,  as  if  our  Cora-laws  bad  pro- 
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duced  no  inconvenience  to  our  manuftc- 
tures ;  but,  in  this  respect,  he  was  quite 
mistaken.  Every  country  that  exported 
com  had  taken  umbrage  at  our  having 
excluded  their  com,  and  had  retaliated  by 
raising  the  duties  on  the  importation  of 
our  manufactures.  What  took  place  in 
America  in  1823  was  particularly  in 
point.  The  grand  and  only  popular  ar- 
gument of  the  supporters  of  the  new 
tariff  in  America,  in  that  year,  was 
entirely  bottomed  on  the  Cora-laws  of 
England.  "  England,"  it  was  said,  "  itf 
now  deluging  the  Union  with  manufac- 
tured gocMis,  but  will  she  take  our  raw 
produce  in  exchange  ?  Is  there  any  reci- 
procitv  in  her  proceedings  ?  Has  she  ad- 
mitted a  single  bushel  of  foreign  ccHrn,  the 
staple  product  of  our  country  into  her 
markets  during  the  last  three  years  ?  Is 
it  not  absurd,  then,  to  expect  to  cotitinue 
your  commerce  with  a  nation  acting  oar 
such  exclusive  principles  ?  Ought  we  not 
rather  to  profit  by  her  example ;  and,  as 
she  excludes  our  corn,  does  not  sound 
policy  dictate  the  propriety  of  excluding^ 
her  manufactures,  and  of  raising  up  .an 
internal  manufacturing  population  in  the 
Union,  sufficient  to  take  off  the  surplus 
produce  of  our  agriculturists,'*  Here, 
then,  was  decisive  evidence  of  the  direct 
inquiry  which  the  restricting  of  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  com  prc^uced  to  the 
public  interest.  In  regard  to  what  the 
hon.  member  had  sud  of  the  necessity  of 
sustaining  high  rents,  m  order  that  the 
taxes  might  be  paid,  if  what  he  had  ad-* 
vanced  was  trae,  that  the  additional  price 
of  corn  produced  by  protection  served  tp 
diminish  the  nationtd  capital  and  wealth, 
the  consequence  of  that  protection,  as  ta 
the  public  Revenue,  must  be,  to  diminish 
the  produce  of  the  taxes ;  as  that  would' 
always  be  in  proportion  to  the  general 
wealth  of  the  country.  The  hon.  baronet 
concluded  by  saying,  that  he  was  sorry 
the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  had  pro- 
posed his  plan  to  take  effect  so  soon  as 
the  Ist  of  next  July.  He  considered  '.it  a 
better  plan  than  that  proposed  by  minis- 
ters ;  but,  seeing  that  the  existing  law  was 
one  of  prohibition,  he  thought  a  longer 
time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  making  so 
great  a  change,  and  theidbre  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said,  he  could  not  con* 
cur  in  the  amendment  of  his  hon.  friend; 
but  his  dissent  arose,  not  upon  the  amount 
of  duty  propcMed  by  his  hon.  {fiend,  bnt 
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becaosehe  objected  to  a  fixed  duty,  of 
mhatever  amount,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  House  would 
not  support  resolutions,  which  would  be 
applicable  in  times  of  scarcity.  Another 
objection  to  a  fixed  duty  was,  that  it  fre- 
quently happened,  that  a  year  of  scarcity 
in  this  country  was  a  year  of  scarcity  in 
France ;  and,  in  that  case,  both  countries 
would  be  competitors  in  the  markets  of 
Poland;  and  tne  fixed  duty  proposed  by 
his  hon.  friend  must  lessen  ue  quantity  of 
foreign  com  which  could  be  brought  mto 
this  countnf.  The  hon.  member  here 
mentioned  the  years  of  scarcity  between 
1794  and  1825,  and,  having  mentioned 
one  year,  during  which  the  price  of  corn 
rose  as  high  as  177s.,  asked  the  House, 
whether  they  could  sanction  resolutions 
which  would  impose  a  duty  of  10s.  per 

auarter,  even  if  com  should  again  reach 
bat  excessive  price  ?  His  own  opinions 
upon  the  measures  proposed  by  govern- 
ment remained  unchanged ;  but,  he  must 
admit,  that  those  measures  appeared  to 
him  to  proceed  upon  a  better  principle 
than  the  resolutions  of  his  hon.  friend. 
for  these  reasons  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Cripps  said,  he  could  not  forbear 
expressing  his  opinion  that  we  ought  not 
to  expose  ourselves  to  a  foreign  market, 
because  the  cultivation  of  poor  land  might 
cost  a  little  more  than  that  of  rich  land. 
For  his  part,  he  had  not  the  good  fortune 
to  possess  much  land,  but  he  thought  the 
com  question  had.  been  fairly  settled,  and 
he  should  therefore  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Warburton  did  not  think  that 
the  single  inconvenience  which  had  been 

SMnted  out  by  the  hon.  member  for 
ridgenorth  was  'a  sufficient  argument 
•gainst  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Aberdeen.  He  thought,  that  a  greater 
inconvenience  would  result  from  regulat- 
ing the  duty  inversely,  than  from  a  fixed 
duty.  He  looked  upon  the  question  as  a 
choice  of  difficulties,  and  as  that  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  lesser  one,  he  should  vote 
for  it. 

The  House  divided;  For  the  original 
Resolution  140;  For  the  Amendment  16; 
Majority  124. 

List  of  the  Minority. 

Bcmal,  Ralph  Cave  Otway 

Birehy  Joseph  Davies,  col. 


Folkestone,  lord 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Howick,  lord 
LoshiDgton,  Dr. 
Maberly,  John 
Maberly,  W.  L. 
Marshall,  John 
Monck,  J.  B. 


Nugent,  lord 
Randiffe,  lord 
Thompson,  C.  P. 
Wood,  aid. 


TZLL8B8. 
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Sfrikg  Guns  Bill.]     The  report  of 
this  bill  being  brought  up. 

Lord  Belfast  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  a  clause  be  added  prohibiting 
the  extension  of  the  principle  of  the  bill  to 
Ireland.  The  noble  lord  began  by  observing, 
that  Ireland  was  unhappily  not  so  far  ad- 
vanced in  civilization  as  England ;  and  that 
therefore  those  m^asuresof  legislation,which 
might  be  perfectly  justifiable  when  ap- 
plied to  this  country,  were,  in  some  cases, 
by  no  means  fitted  for  the  state  of  society 
in  the  sister  kingdom.    If  a  man  went 
into  a  wood  there,  it  was  not  so  much 
for  the  purpose  of  poaching,  as  with  an 
intent  to  destroyer  steal  the  timber.     If 
a  thief  broke  into  a  dwelling-house,  it  was 
not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
money,   as  of  carrying  away  fire-arms. 
Much  additional  protection  was  therefore 
necessary  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  coon- 
try;  and  he  certainlv  thought  that  the 
government  were  culpably  negligent  in 
not  providing   more   effectually  for  the 
safety  of  those  whose  interests  were  com- 
mitted to  their  care.     The  noble  lord 
then  alluded  to  a  circumstance  which  had 
occurred  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  on 
that  very  night  week ;  and  which,  he  con* 
tended,  shewed  clearly  the  necessity  of  a 
continuance  of  the  protection  of  Spring- 
|;uns  to  Ireland.  About  ninety  acres  of  land 
had  been  ploughed  up  by  the  nightly  legis- 
latorsin  the  neighbourhood  of  Thomastown. 
Between  four  and  five  hundred  attended ; 
several  hundred  shots  were  fired,  and  an 
incessant  discharge  of  fire-arms  kept  up 
during  the  whole  night.     On  the  next  day 
a  notice  was  served  on  Mr.  Smithwick, 
the  owner  of  the  land,  to  the  following 
effect — "  Notice  is  hereby  given  to  Black 
Jack  Smithwick,  if  he  does  not  immediately 
give  the  wood  and  road-fields  to  the  dis- 
tressed poor  for  potatoe  ground,  at  a 
moderate  rent,  he  will  meet  with  the  fate 
of  Baker,  and  Farrel's  wife.    Any  person 
who   stops   up   those   sods,    will   meet, 
with  the  loss  of  his  life ;  and  if  you  do  not 
comply  with  this,    we  will  snoot   your 
stock,  bum  your  dairy-house,  men,  and 
milk-women.    This  is  enough— *Given  at 
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the  Council-room  by  the  Provider  of 
the  Poor — Rock."  Now,  he  contended, 
that  when  the  matter  at  issue  was,  as  it 
appeared  at  present  to  be,  the  preser- 
vation of  life,  that  House  was  justified  in 
granting  a  permission  to  make  use  of  more 
than  ordinary  means  of  defence.  As  to 
the  bill  itself,  he  could  not,  he  confessed, 
agree  with  its  hon.  mover  that  it  would  be 
the  means  of  preventing  the  effusion  of 
blood.  When  men  in  parties  of  ten  or 
twenty  were,  by  the  removal  of  the  ordi- 
nary methods  of  defence,  to  be  brought 
into  hostile  contact  with  each  other  so 
frequently  as  they  must  be,  he  very  much 
feared  that  the  provocation  to  the  effusion 
of  blood  would  be  much  increased,  and 
the  number  of  the  sufferers  from  breaches 
of  the  Game-laws  by  no  means  diminished. 
He  had  thought  it  fit  to  make  these  few 
observations,  and  he  now  begged  to  move 
a  clause,  that  the  bill  may  not  extend  to 
Ireland. 

Mr.  J,  Grattan  certainly  did  not  expect 
to  hear,  among  the  charges  brought 
against  the  government  of  Ireland,  that  it 
had  failed  in  its  duty,  from  neglecting  to 
plant  Spring-guns.  He  could  not  agree 
with  the  noble  lord,  that  Spring-guns 
could  be  any  protection  to  woods  in  that 
country.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  it 
very  probable,  that  if  it  was  once  known 
that  there  were  Spring-guns  planted  in  a 
wood,  the  fact  would  be  an  mcentive  to 
the  people  to  set  fire  to  that  wood,  and 
destroy  it  altogether.  In  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  where  he  resided,  there  were 
very  extensive  woods ;  and  he  could  say 
with  safety,  that  they  were  never  injured 
in  any  way,  although  no  Spring-guns 
were  planted  in  them.  The  people  of 
Ireland  were,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  guilty 
of  great  negligence  in  the  performance  of 
the  ordinary  duties  of  life ;  and  he  was 
convinced  that,  from  forgetful ness  and 
other  causes,  the  use  of  Spring-guns  to 
any  extent  in  that  country  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  lamentable  results  to 
the  innocent,  as  well  as  prove  a  means  of 
adding  greatly  to  the  outrages  already  too 
prevalent. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  also  opposed  the  clause, 
and  contended,  that  so  far  from  declaring, 
as  the  noble  lord  would  by  his  motion 
wish  them  to  declare,  that  Spring-guns 
should  be  used  where  they  had  not  been 
used  before,  they  should  rather  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  abolish  the  practice 
altogether. 


Mr.  Secretary  Peel  hoped  the  neible 
lord  would  not  press  his  motion.  The 
effect  of  it  would  be  to  make  that  House 
declare  itself  as  permitting  the  use  of 
Spring-guns  in  certain  cases,  at  the  very 
time  when  the  legality  of  the  use  of  them 
in  any  case  was  more  than  questionable. 

Lord  Belfast^  as  there  appeared  to  be 
a  feeling  in  the  House  hostile  to  the 
clause  consented  to  withdraw  ft. 

The  report  was  agreed  to; 

General  Turnpike  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill.]  Sir  T.  Lethbridge  moved 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  Report  upon  the  General 
Turnpike  Act  Amendment  bill. 

Mr.  Baring  declared  himself  hostile  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill.  Nothing  could 
be  more  monstrous  than  the  powers  which 
it  proposed  to  give  the  commissioners,  to 
sell  and  exchange,  and  barter  and  dispose 
of,  the  property  of  parishes  to  suit  their 
ideas  of  convenience  or  propriety.  The 
commissioners  of  Turnpike  Trusts  had  too 
much  power  already,  and  he  must,  unless 
some  very  strong  ground  was  shewn, 
oppose  any  attempt  to  give  them  more. 
He  had  given  himself  the  trouble  to  in- 
quire rather  minutely  into  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  bill  came  before  them, 
and  he  understood  it  arose  solely  from 
the  failure  of  an  attempt  to  shut  up  an 
old  road  near  the  hon.  baronet's  country 
residence.  His  informants  were  very  re- 
spectable  men ;  and  their  testimony  had 
been  corroborated  by  the  hon.  baronet's 
colleague  before  whom  the  matter  came, 
as  a  magistrate,  at  quarter  sessions* 
He  believed,  indeed,  that  but  for  that 
failure  the  House  would  never  have  heard 
of  the  hon.  baronet's  attempt  to  amend 
the  Tuinpike-laws. 

Sir  T,  Lethbridge  repelled,  with  some 
warmth,  the  insinuations  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, that  he  was  actuated  by  any  selfish 
motives  jn  bringing  the  bill  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  member,  who  seemed 
to  have  taken  his  instructions  from  a  paper 
which  had  been  circulated  pretty  freely  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  House,  could  lend  him- 
self to  such  charges,  without  first  making 
himself  better  acquainted  with  their  truth. 
The  paper  to  which  he  alluded  he  could 
trace  to  a  party,  whose  conduct  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  base  and  scandalous, 
and  whose  assertions  he  could  prove,  if  he 
thought  it  worth  his  while,  to  be  mean^ 
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fiUae,  and  malicious.  He  had  no  hesitation, 
in  saying,  that  he  was  confident  he  could, 
i£  he  pleased,  have  induced  the  House 
to  vindicate,  by  its  privileges,  the  charac- 
ter of  one  of  Its  members,  as  falsely  and 
injuriously  assailed.  The  whole  of  the 
paper  was,  he  repeated,  afoul  misrepre- 
tentation ;  and  he  did  not  envy  the  feel- 
ings of  the  hon.  member  for  Callington, 
when  he  thought  it  fit  to  allude  to  the  cir- 
cumstances itdetailed,  as  likely  to  influence 
liis  judgment  in  bringing  in  the  present 
bill.  As  to  his  hon.  colleague,  if  he 
had  any  statement  to  make,  he  ought  to 
bave  been  present  in  that  House,  to  put 
them  in  possession  of  his  information  from 
bis  place.  He  once  more  asserted,  that 
there  was  not  the  slightest  foundation  for 
the  charge,  that  he  was  at  all  influ- 
enced by  any  private  feeling  in  the  dis- 
charge of  a  public  duty.  The  hon.  ba- 
ronet then  entered  into  a  defence  of  the 
billy  and  contended,  that  so  far  from  giv- 
ing any  new  power  to  the  commissioners 
of  Turnpike-trusts,  it  was  merely  decla- 
ratory, and  in  explanation,  of  two  im- 
mensely long  and  obscure  statutes,  the 
3id  and  4th  of  Geo.  4th,  both  of  which 
gave  the  very  same  power  of  selling  and 
exchanging  to  which  the  hon.  member 
so  strongly  objected.  He  concluded  by 
declaring,  that  the  whole  of  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  member  was  false ;  not  as  re- 
garded him,  but  with  reference  to  the 
authority  from  which  he  received  his  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Baring  expressed  himself  very 
unwilling  to  give  offence  to  the  hon. 
baronet,  and  very  sorry  if  he  had  stated 
what  was  not  tiiie ;  but  he  had  received 
his  information  from  some  of  the  most 
respectable  men  in  Somersetshire.  The 
hon.  baronet  did  not  deny  that  the  matter 
had  been  before  the  quarter-sessions.  The 
fact  was,  that  the  commissioners  having 
made  a  new  line  of  road  over  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet's property,  wished  to  shut  the  old 
one,  but  the  inhabitants  resisted  that  mea- 
sure, on  the  ground  that  there  were  a  great 
many  avenues  from  that  line  to  various 
farms  and  grounds,  which  must  be  conse- 
quently shut  up  too :  and  the  quarter-ses- 
•lons,  upon  being  appealed  to,  confirmed 
the  propriety  of  the  resistance.  The  hon. 
baronet  said,  the  act  eave  no  new  power : 
he  was  not  well  versed  in  such  things,  but 
he  found  on  referring  to  the  old  act,  that 
it  gave  a  power,  in  the  case  of  mak- 
ing a  new  Ime  of  road,  to  seU  or  break  up 


the  old  one,  subject,  however,  to  the  very 
right  of  avenue  or  way  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  Now,  he  apprehended,  that  the 
hon.  baronet's  object  was  to  get  rid  of  that 
clause ;  and  if  he  saw  good  grounds  for 
thinking  that  it  was  inconvenient,  and 
ought  to  be  repealed,  or  that  the  acts  were 
so  voluminous  and  obscure  that  they  could 
not  be  properly  construed,  he  would  re- 
commend him,  instead  of  pushing  forward 
the  present  bill,  to  move  for  a  committee 
'to  examine  the  whole  of  the  acts,  in  order 
to  have  them  consolidated  and  amended 
after  the  recess. 

Mr.  Cripps  agreed  with  the  hon.  mem- 
ber, that  it  would  be  better  to  withdraw 
the  present  bill ;  which  could  only  be  said 
to  add  another  to  those  statutes  which 
were  already  too  voluminous.  By  tlie  la- 
bour of  a  committee,  he  thought  he  might 
very  well  be  in  a  situation  to  submit  a  pro- 
posal after  Easter,  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  whole  of  the  Turnpike-laws. 

Mr.  R,  Crordon  did  not  think  it  right, 
that  the  House  should  govern  its  opposi- 
tion or  consent  to  any  measure  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  hon.  baronet's  disputes  with 
his  neighbours  in  the  country.  He  would 
recommend  him  to  withdraw  the  bill,  and 
move  for  a  committee.  If  that  committee 
examined  the  subject  as  it  ought,  he  hoped 
that  it  would  take  into  its  consideration 
the  expense  of  Turnpike-acts,  and  adopt 
some  measure  by  which  they  might  be 
made  public  instead  of  private  bills.  At 
present  they  were  private  bills,  in  force  for 
a  term  of  only  twenty-one  years ;  so  that 
at  the  end  of  that  time  the  whole  of  the 
enormous  expense  attendant  upon  their 
enactment  was  to  be  incurred  anew. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis  strongly  recommended,  in 
preference  to  the  present  measure,  the  con- 
solidation of  the  laws  on  the  subject.  The 
system  of  Turnpike-roads  in  this  country 
became  every  day  more  and  more  im- 
portant. When  it  was  considered  that 
the  commissioners  of  the  roads  were  em- 
powered to  tax  the  people  to  the  amount 
of  a  million  and  a  half  annually,  and  that 
until  the  recent  act  of  parliament  they 
could  not  be  called  to  account  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  expended  the  money, 
it  was  evident  that  the  whole  was  a  tre- 
mendous machine,  which  called  loudly  for 
legislative  regulation.  The  proper  nature 
of  that  regulation,  however,  so  as  at  once 
to  render  the  system  one  of  greater  faci- 
lity, and  to  check  the  abuse  of  it,  could 
be  considered  only  in  a  committee  above 
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stairs.  The  matter  could  not  be  accom- 
pliahed  in  the  present  session ;  but  if  the 
^  hon.  baronet  would  withdraw  his  bill,  he 
would  endeavour,  by  the  next  session,  to 
prepare  a  consolidation  of  the  existing 
laws,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  it  to 
the  consideration  of  a  committee  above 
stairs. 

Sir  T.  Lethbridge  Biidy  that  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
next  session  move  to  refer  all  the  laws  on 
the  subject  to  a  committee  above  stairs, 
he  was  quite  ready  to  withdraw  his  bill. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis  observed,  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  attempt  to  do  any 
thing  m  the  present  session. 

Sir  T,  Lethbiidge  then  intimated,  that 
he  would  withdraw  his  bill. 
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Wednesday y  March  28. 

Roman  Catholic  Claims.]  Lord 
King,  in  presenting  a  petition  from  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  relative  to  the  Test 
Oaths,  said,  that  the  petitioners  com- 
plained, and  he  thought  most  justly,  of 
the  cruel  slanders  cast  upon  them  and 
upon  their  faith,  by  that  law  which  re- 
quires every  person  called  upon  to  take  a 
seat  in  the  legislature,  or  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  public  office,  to  take  certain 
oaths,  by  wiiich  every  judge,  bishop,  or 
sheriff,  was  obliged  to  declare  the  Catho- 
lic religion  was  an  execrable  superstition, 
and  the  Catholics  themselves  to  be  base 
idolaters.  This  proceeding,  the  peti- 
tioners considered  most  unjustifiable,  and 
he  entirely  concurred  with  them  in  the 
opinion.  Manv  petitions  had  been  pre- 
sented to  their  lonlships  against  these  ca- 
lumniated Catholics  by  the  right  reverend 
bench,  and  great  numbers  had  also  been 
presented  from  bodies  of  the  clergy,  who 
evinced  any  thing  but  what  was  likely  to 
create  among  their  fellow-Christians  cha- 
rity, harmony,  and  good-will.  He  had 
lately  read  an  extract  from  a  German  pa- 
per, and  he  could  not  help  contrasting  the 
conduct  of  our  clergy  with  that  of  the 
king  of  Prussia,  who  had  expressed  his 
approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  a  Ca- 
tholic priest  and  a  Lutheran  parson  had 
exerted  themselves,  in  bringing  about  har- 
mony and  union  between  parties  not  pro- 
fessing the  same  faith.  He  could  not  help 
exclaiming  on  the  occasion : — *'  Oh,  happy 
people,  and  happy  country  I  where  nothing 
IS  to  be  gained  by  the  profession  of  bigotry 


and  intolerance-— where  you  are  not  called 
upon  to  sacrifice  every  other  consideration 
to  please  the  advocates  of  Protestast  as* 
cendancy — and  where  the  road  to  power 
is  not  through  the  presentation  of  pesti- 
lential petitions  from  Protestant  panons, 
nor  from  the  scribbling  of  pamphlets,  still 
more  pestilential,  to  be  afterwards  preached 
as  sermons  in  a  chapel  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  that  House,  in  order  to  tickle 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  sat  not  far 
from  him."  In  Prussia  there  were  no  at- 
tempts to  make  proselytes  by  mischievous 
and  mistaken  zealots,  or  uncandid  and 
aspiring  politicians — men  who,  to  suit  their 
own  views,  declare  a  crusade  against  the 
Catholics,  and  assert  the  finger  of  Qod  to 
be  visible  in  every  movement.  Enthusiasts 
in  religion  mi^t  think,  and  artful  politi- 
cians might  be  ready  to  say,  whether  they 
thought  it  or  not,  that  the  Almighty  fa- 
voured their  enterprise ;  but,  he  would  tell 
these  zealots  ana  interested  enthusiasts^ 
that  unless  the  modem  crusaders  had 
more  inspiration,  as  well  as  more  success, 
than  the  old  hermit  and  his  adherents, 
there  was  but  little  probability  of  their 
converting  the  *^  benighted  people  of  Ire- 
land." It  had  been  happily  observed,  in 
one  of  the  daily  journals,  uiat  it  was  as 
feasible  to  bring  about  such  an  event — the 
grand  consummation  of  converting  the  **  be- 
nighted people  of  Ireland,"  as  it  was  to 
attempt  to  "  bottle  off  the  Atlantic  ocean." 
But,  against  those  Protestant  Jesuits — ^those 
never-ceasing  conversionists,  the  very  best 
authority  would  be  found  in  a  charge  de- 

I  livered  by  the  present  archbishop  of  Cashel; 

i  who  stated  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  in  at- 
tempting to  proselytize,  it  was  advisable 

'  that  they  should  look  not  merely  to  the 
probability  of  success,  but  to  something 
more;  namely,  that  such ' attempt  might 
be  fraught  with  danger  to  Christianity 
itself.  He  had  heard  of  great  danger  to 
our  finances  by  a  few  pepper-corns  being 
brought  into  tlie  Exchequer  at  the  expense 
of  millions,  so  there  might  be  imminent 
danger  by  a  few  converts  being  brought 
into  the  cnurch  at  the  expense  of  the  re- 
ligion of  the  country.  However,  some 
political  priests  cried  '^  Woe  be  to  those 
who  interfere  with  the  blessed  woric  of  this 
new  reformation."  But  those  who  cried 
"Woe,  woe"  were  ready  to  inflict  woe 
upon  others,  while  they  were  ready  to 
undergo  martyrdom ;  but,  very  fortunately 
for  themselves  it  was  only  the  martyidoni 
of  promotion. 
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Earl  Stanhope  obflenredy  that  his  noble 
friend,  in  the  obeervations  he  had  made 
with  sespect  to  the  state  of  religious 
sects  in  rrussia,  and  the  treatment  they 
received  from  the  state,  entirely  overlooked 
the  foct,  that  in  Germany  there  were  ho 
popular  constitutions.  If  there  were  no 
el^ents  of  a  popular  constitution  in  this 
•country,  he  would  be  as  willing  as  the 
noble  baxon  to  concede  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics the  whole  of  their  demands;  but 
in  a  country  where  all  the  institutions 
were  decidealy  and  entirely  Protestant, 
he  was  convinced  that  no  further  powers 
-could  with  safety  be  granted  to  them. 
He  could  not  heip  obsepying,  that  some 
lemedy  must  be  applied  to  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  which  would  strike  at  the  root  of 
those  ^s  under  which  that  country  at 
present  suffered. 

-  The  Bishop  of  Chester;  notwithstanding 
•the  very  strong  language  and  the  direct 
jiersonal  allusions  of  the  noble  baron  op- 
jpoeite — dlusions  which  he  had  made  m 
usKuage  extending  far  beyond  the  usual 
]MUuamentary  licence — would  have  been 
contented  to  listen  to  the  noble  lord's 
observations  in  silence,  and  to  have  prac* 
tised  that  lesson  of  Christian  charity 
which  the  noble  lord  seemed  not  yet  to 
have  learned — a  lesson  which  taught  him 
never  to  apply  hard  words  to  the  innocent 
and  unoiendmg,  had  he  not  felt  the  sub- 
ject which  gave  rise  to  those  observations 
to  be  of  paramount  importance.  The 
noble  lord  had  ^nded,  with  something 
like  contempt,  to  what  he  had  said  on  a 
former  evening  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  reformation  in  Ireland.  Now 
he  was  quite  sure  he  had  on  that  occa- 
sion uttered  no  sentiments  which  were 
inconsistent  with  Christian  charity  or 
Christian  kindness  towards  persons  of  all 
religions  whatever.  If  they  were  to  be- 
lieve in  Information  at  all,  or  in  the  ac« 
counts  6f  those  events  by  which  the  most 
lemarkabie  reformations  were  preceded, 
they  must  be  prepared  to  admit,  that 
some  signs  must  be  shown  when  Ireland 
was  to  be  enlightened ;  that  some  83nEnp- 
toms  must  be  manifest  to  point  out  the 
time  when  the  work  was  to  be  under- 
taken. And  if  there  were  at  present  in 
Iceland  some  of  those  symptoms,  was  it 
not,  he  would  ask,  the  duty  of  a  Chris- 
tian teacher  not  to  cast  reproach  and 
rebuke  upon  those  appearances  of  the 
reception  of  truth,  but  raUier  to  fqster 
and  encourage  them  ?    With  reference  to 


the  observation  which  he  had  made  In 
that  House  upon  the  hope  of  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Catholics,  and  which  the  noble 
lord  had  made  the  subject  of  so  much 
comment,  by  the  expression  that  "he 
thought  he  saw  the  finger  of  God  in  the 
recent  conversion  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  and  that  woe  would  be  to  those 
who  should  presume  to  lift  up  their  hands 
and  voices  in  vain  and  impotent  attempt- 
ing to  stem  the  flood  of  Gospel  light  that 
was  bursting  over  the  country,"  he  begged 
to  say  most  distinctly,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  declare  spiritual  or  temporal 
woe  to  those  who  opposed  the  will  ot  the 
Most  High.  But  he  would  repeat,  that 
if  any  man  did  attempt  to  stand  up  against 
the  will  of  God,  and  oppose  his  puny 
efforts  to  such  will,  woe  would  be  to  him 
sooner  or  later.  He  had  only  one  word 
to  add,  by  way  of  encouragement  to  those 
who  were  engaged  in  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion. .  He  hflui  endeavoured,  as  a  member 
of  the  legislative  assembly,  to  speak  in 
terms  of  prudence  and  caution  of  those 
evils  which,  in  such  an  attempt,  were  to 
be  avoided,  and  to  guard  ap;ainst  that 
kind  of  hostile  opposition  which  nothing 
but  the  union  of^  great  worldly  wisdom 
with  the  most  devoted  piety  could  possi- 
bly counteract;  and  he  hoped  that  in 
doing  so  he  had  not  made  use  of  expres- 
sions which  were  averse  to  the  pro^sion 
of  a  minister  of  God. 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
prolong  the  present  conversation,  which 
he  thought  could  not  tend  to  any  useful 
purpose,  which  he  knew  was  irrelevant  to 
the  petition  before  the  House,  and  which 
was  altogether  unconnected  with  the  great 
question  upon  which  they  had  been  so 
frequently  called  to  decide.  He  could 
not,  however,  suffer  the  matter  to  termi- 
nate, without  observing,  that  tiie  right 
reverend  prelate  who,  if  he  would  permit 
him  to  borrow  one  of  his  own  phrases, 
was  one  of  the  most  polished  weapons  of 
the  ecclesiastical  armoury  in  that  House, 
had  begun  by  rebuking  the  noble  lord  for 
having  mtroduced  his  petition  by  Uie  use 
of  hard  words,  while  the  right  reverend 
prelate  seemed  to  have  forgotten,  that  the 
whole  proceeding  was  founded  on  the  use 
of  hara  words,  and  that  the  very  matter 
of  complaint,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics, 
was  the  application  of  those  hard  words, 
which  it  was  contended  ought  to  be  ex- 
ercised against  those  who  need  them  in 
return.    The  whole  matter  reminded  him 
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of  a.  little  anecdote  which  he  had  found 
in  an  old  Spanish  jest  book.  In  Spain, 
the  flocks  of  sheep  are  often  in  danger 
ftom  the  wolves,  and  the  shepherds,  as  a 
protection,  arm  themselves  with  a  long 
spear,  tipped  with  iron  at  one  end,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  avail  themselves  of  the 
assistance  of  a  large  dog.  Now,  it  hap- 
pened that  one  of  these  shepherds  and  a 
dog  had  a  quarrel,  and  the  shepherd,  in 
defending  himself  against  the  dog,  killed 
him  with  his  spear.  The  shepherd  was 
seised  by  the  owner  of  the  dog  and  car- 
ried before  the  alcalde,  to  be  tried  for  the 
offence.  <'Why,*'  said  the  magistrate, 
"  did  YOU  kill  the  dog  T  The  shepherd 
replied,  "  because  he  ran  at  me  with  his 
mouth  open,  to  bite/* — "And  why  did 
you  strike  him  with  the  spear  of  your 
Stick ;  why  not  rather  strike  him  with  the 
butt  end,  and  beat  him  off  ?"— <'  Because," 
said  the  shepherd,  "  he  came  against  me 
with  his  mouth  foremost,  and  not  with 
his  tail."  So  it  was  with  the  Catholics. 
The  Protestants  called  them  idolatrous 
and  superstitious ;  they  loaded  them  with 
the  most  opprobrious   and   insulting  ex- 1 

Iiressions;  they  goaded  them  on  to  vio- 
enoe ;  and  then  they  affected  to  feel 
surprise,  when  the  Catholics  attempted  to 
retort  upon  them  any  portion  of  that  lan- 
guage, or  that  insult.  With  regard  to  the 
conversion  of  the  Catholics,  or  the  new 
reformation,  as  it  is  called,  what  that  had 
to  do  with  the  question  of  emancipation 
he  had  yet  to  learn.  Either  it  must  be. 
admitted  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question,  or  it  must  be  meant  that 
the  penal  laws  were  to  assist  the  work  of 
conversion,  and  to  force  forward  the  work 
of  reformation.  If  that  was  so,  then  he 
would  csdl  the  proceeding  persecution. 
To  make  use*  of  a  temporal  weapon  for 
spiritual  purposes,  was,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  persecution.  If,  however,  it 
was  conceded,  that  the  work  of  conversion 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question,  then 
they  were  equally  subject  to  the  reproach 
of  making  use  of  spiritual  weapons  for 
carnal  and  temporal  purposes,  ana  equally 
guilty  of  persecution.  In  either  way, 
dierefore,  ^diat  they  were  now  doing 
meant  nothing,  or  it  meant  to  give  coun- 
tenance to  persecution.  The  right  reverend 
prelate  had,  however,  gone  further,  and 
nad  denounced  woe  to  aU  those  who  should 
attempt  to  lift  up  &air  hands  to  stay  the 
flood  of  Ught. 
The  Bishop  of  Chester  said,  he  had  not 
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uttered  anything  of  the  kind.  He  had 
said,  when  that  reformation  began,  woe 
be  to  him,  who  should  attempt  to  stem 
the  flood. 

Lord  Holland  continued.  Well, "  when 
that  reformation  began,"  was  a  saving 
clause  certainly.  But  in  whatever  way  the 
woe  might  be  applied,  he  apprehended 
there  might  unhappily  be  found  some  who 
were  not  unwilling  to  .use  it.  But  there 
was  another  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  their  lordships'  attention.  When  the 
question  *of  Catholic  emancipation  was 
discussed  in  that  House,  he  recollected 
perfectly  well,  that  the  merits  and  de- 
merits of  the  Catholic  religion  formed, 
with  some  learned  and  reverend  lords,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  topics.  The  merits 
of  the  Catholic  religion  discussed  among 
Protestants,  and  where  none  but  Protes- 
tants were  present  I  He  would  not  say 
how  such  a  proceeding  might  be  consider- 
ed in  that  House ;  but,  in  private  society, 
the  discussion  and  the  decision  of  a  ques- 
tion in  which  two  parties  were  interested, 
and  only  one  was  present,  would  be  con- 
sidered ungentleman-like  and  uncharit- 
able. He  recollected,  too,  that  one  of  the 
topics  dwelt  upon  as  a  ground  of  hostility 
to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  was  the 
anxiety  to  make  proselytes,  which  charac- 
terized those  who  professed  the  Catholic 
faith.  Now,  he  would  say  that  the  House 
must  make  choice  of  one  of  two  things. 
They  must  either  say  that  it  is  not  right  to 
blazon  forth  the  deeds  done  in  the  cause 
of  r^ormation,  and  to  harangue  upon  the 
interposition  of  God  on  behalf  of  the  purer 
and  better  faith,  or  they  must  admit  that 
they,  the  Catholics,  are  also  to  be  com- 
mended for  their  zeal  to  produce  reforma- 
tion. And  they  must,  perhaps,  even  go 
further,  and  judge  of  both  by  the  effects 
of  their  labours,  declaring  that  religion  to 
be  the  purest  which  produced  the  most 
abundant  proofs  of  the  truth  of  th^r  faith. 
He  would  ask,  was  any  man  disposed  to 
go  thus  far,  and  place  the  truth  of  the 
faith  of  Protestants  upon  such  a  trial,  and 
the  purity  of  its  doctrines,  and  its  favour 
and  acceptance  with  the  Supreme  Being, 
upon  a  constant  alternation  of  temporary 
triumphs  ?  He  concurred  in  opinion  with 
the  just  and  exemplary  archbishop  of 
Cashel,  whom  he  was  sorry  not  to  see  in 
his  place,  and  whom  he  would  be  proud 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  person- 
ally, and  whose  near  relationship  to  the 
wise  and  comprehensive-minded  Dr.  Law« 
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fence  left  no  curprise  upon  his  mind  that 
he  bad  trod  in  his  steps.  That  truly 
Christian  prelate  had  given  it  as  his  opin- 
ion, that  any  attempt  to  convert  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  would  be  attended  with 
bad  effects ;  and  that  whether  the  cause 
of  Protestantism  would  gain  was  dubious, 
but  that  the  cause  of  Christianity  would 
lose,  was  certain. 

Lord  Carhery  said,  that  noble  lords 
opposite  seemed  to  think,  that  all  the  hard 
words  ought  to  be  used  on  the  one  side, 
and  none  on  the  other.  The  Catholics 
were,  he  contended,  more  inclined  to  make 
use  of  strong  expressions  than  the  Pro- 
testants, and  went  so  far  as  to  declare 
that  no  Protestant  was  entitled  to  salva- 
tion. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Wednesday^  March  28. 

Game-Laws.]  Mr.  LittUton  said,  he 
bad  to  present  a  petition  from  a  most  re- 
spectable portion  oi  the  inhabitants  of 
Wolverhampton,  praying  for  an  alteration 
of  the  Game-laws.  The  petitioners  stated, 
that  they  paid  very  heavy  poor-rates,  a 
portion  of  which  went  towards  the  support 
of  poachers  in  prison.  Now,  the  petition- 
ers said,  that  such  portion  of  their  rates 
ought  not  to  be  so  expended,  since  they 
had  a  right  to  buy  game.  The  hon. 
member  said,  that,  in  a  former  parliament, 
he  had  given  his  support  to  a  measure, 
having  for  its  puiport,  an  alteration  of  the 
Game-laws;  and  he  now  wished  to  see 
those  laws  altered,  as  he  thought  much 
good  would  accrue  to  society  from  a  judi- 
cious alteration  of  those  laws,  which,  in 
their  present  shape,  were  so  injurious  to 
it.  He  could  not,  however,  agree  with 
the  petitioners,  when  they  said,  that  poach- 
ers were  the  victims  of  those  laws.  He 
did  not  think  so ;  and  he  would  not  vote 
for  any  alteration  of  them,  which  would 
not  give  protection  to  landed  proprietors 
for  the  preservation  of  the  game  on  their 
grounds.  The  landed  proprietor  had  as 
good  a  right  to  have  the  game  on  his  land 
protected,  as  the  merchant  had  to  have 
bis  vrares  protected. 

Sir  J.  Sebright  concurred  with  his  hon. 
friend  in  the  necessity  of  protecting  the 
landowner;  but  he  also  concurred  vrith 
the  petitioners  in  terming  the  persons  im- 
prisoned in  consequence  of  the  Game-laws, 
the  victims  of  those  laws.    They  were  the 


victims  of  that  provision  which  prevented 
game  from  being  brought  to  market  like 
other  articles.  This  provision  held  out  a 
temptation  to  the  poorer  classes  which 
they  were  unable  to  resist.  He  appealed 
to  the  honourable  members  who  were  ma« 
gistrates,  whether  the  evil  attendant  on 
the  present  Game-laws  was  not  a  greatly- 
increasing  one,  and  whether  it  had  not  ar- 
rived at  a  height  that  required  legislative 
interference  ? 

Sir  C.  Burrell  said,  that  the  persons 
who  were  imprisoned  for  offences  against 
the  Game-laws  were  victims,  not  of  those 
laws,  but  of  their  own  imprudence  in  vio* 
lating  them.  He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
member  for  Staffordshire,  in  the  necessity 
of  preserving  the  game.  With  respect  to 
the  alleged  hardship  suffered  by  the  tenants 
in  not  being  allowed  to  kill  game  on  the 
land  which  they  occupied,  it  ought  to  be 
recollected,  that  when  they  obtained  their 
leases,  they  were  aware  of  that  circum-*' 
stance. 

Mr.  Esicourt  said,  it  could  not  be  denied 
but  that  those  laws  tended  to  the  demora-* 
lization  of  the  people.  He  would  state  to 
the  House  a  fact,  which  had  come  within 
his  own  personal  knowledge.  In  one  of 
the  prisons  in  Wiltshire,  there  were  lately 
confined  no  •  less  than  two  hundred  and 
thirty  prisoners.  Now,  the  House  would 
be  surprised  to  hear,  that  out  of  that  num- 
ber, one  hundred  were  incarcerated  for 
breaches  of  the  Game-laws.  The  House, 
knowing  that  fact,  must,  he  thought, 
see  the  necessity  of  altering  those  laws. 

Sir  /.  Wrottesley  said,  he  agreed  in 
the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  and,  after  the 
statement  which  the  House  had  just  heard 
from  the  hon.  member  for  the  University 
of  Oxford,  they  could  not,  he  thought, 
defer  any  longer  the  devising  of  some 
measure,  to  check  the  evils  of  laws  which 
assumed  such  an  enormous  magnitude. 
Something  should  be  done ;  and  he 
thought  the  first  step  ought  to  be  the  re- 
pealing of  the  laws  which  prevented  the 
sale  of  game.  A  bill  had  been  introduced 
into  that  House,  about  three  years  ago,  by 
an  hon.  member,  now  a  member  of  the  other 
House.  It  contained  a  provision  to  legalize 
the  sale  of  game ;  but  there  was  so  much 
other  matter  mixed  up  with  it,  that  be 
could  not  approve  of  all  the  provisions 
of  the  bill.  He  thought  that  if  the  boo. 
member  who  spoke  last  would  bring  in  a 
IhU  to  legalize  the  sale  of  game,  disencum- 
bered of  Ae  objectionable  provisions  of  the 
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bill  he  had  alluded  to,  it  would  meet  with 
the  support  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Littleton  said,  he  mustdbsent  from 
the  opiuion  of  his  hon.  colleague.  He 
thou^t  that  making  game  saleable  would 
be  the  reverse  of  an  improvement  of  the 
Game-laws. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  said,  he  thought  it 
desirable  to  try  the  experiment  by  a  par- 
tial operation,  and  to  ascertain  the  effect 
of  making  game  a  saleable  commodity. 
He  was  tar  from  meaning  to  say,  that  if 
game  were  made  saleable,  the  Game-laws 
ought  to  continue  in  their  present  state. 
He  had  lon^  felt  that  a  change  had  taken 
place  in  society,  which  absolutely  required 
that  those  laws  should  be  revised,  and 
placed  upon  a  different  foundation.  He  | 
had  no  wbh  to  interfere  with  the  privi- 
leges of  private  property.  The  owners  of 
estates,  and  of  game  preserves,  would  na- 
turally defend  dieir  rights.  AH  that  was 
desirable  .was,  not  to  withdraw  the  protec- 
tion from  game,  but  to  put  the  Game-laws 
upon  a  better  and  more  practicable  foun- 
dation. At  present,  the  sale  of  game  was 
confined  to  poachers,  and  it  was  desirable 
to  let  the  owners  of  game  come  in  compe- 
tition with  them.  In  Scotland,  the  laws 
relative  to  game  were  of  a  much  better  de- 
scription than  those  of  England.  As  to  an 
altmtion  of  the  laws  now  in  force  in  Eng- 
land, it  appeared  to  him  an  easy  matter. 
It  could  not  be  difficult  to  legislate  in 
Buch  a  way,  that  persons  who  were  now 
entitled  to  kill  game  should  have  an  ad- 
vantage over  those  who  had  not  such  a 
description  of  proper^ ;  but  in  dping  this, 
he  should  certainly  wish  that  the  qiudified 
person  should  not  have  the  exclusive  pri- 
vilege of  selling  game.  He  wished,  too, 
that  something  might  be  done  to  withdraw 
the  ground  of  quarrel  which  frequently 
took  place  between  the  small  and  the  large 
landed  proprietors  residing  in  the  same 
neighbourhood.  He  did  not  at  all  enter 
into  the  fears  of  those  who  thought  that  if 
the  right  of  shooting  was  extended,  the 
:'jan  of  three  acres  would  materially  dimi- 
nish the  game  of  his  neighbour  possessing 
three  thousand.  On  the  contrary,  a  com- 
promise would  generally  take  place,  in 
which  the  person  of  such  small  property 
would  be,  glad,  for  a  trifling  sum,  to  agree 
not  to  shoot  at  all.  To  say  that  the  man 
whose  few  acres  contributea  to  the  food  of 
the  game,  should  not  have  the  privilege  of 
killing  the  very  birds  that  devoured  the 
produce  of  his  field  was  monstrous.    Gen-  { 
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tlemen  would  find  it  perfectly  fruitless  ^ 
attempt  to  continue  their  laws  in  thtf 
present  state.  Such  was  the  altered  con- 
dition of  society,  that  those  laws  could 
not  remain  ten  yean  without  material  mo- 
difications. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Thursday,  March  29. 

Cork  Laws  —  Lord  Redesdals'^ 
Resolutioks.]  The  following  is  s 
Copy  of  the  Resolutions  on  the  Com 
Trade,  printed  and  circulated  by  \(ud 
Redesdaie: 

1.  "That  the  wealth  and  strength  ot 
Great  Britain  originated  in  the  cultivation 
of  its  soil,  and  must  always  be  dependent 
on  that  cultivation,  whatever  other  advan* 
tages  the  country  may  possess. 

2.  "  That  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  of 
a  country  is  a  trade  and  manufacture,  and 
is  so  far  the  most  important  trade  and 
manufacture  in  every  country,  a^  every 
other  trade  and  manufacture  must  depend 
upon  it 

3.  ''That  though  the  production  of 
com  for  the  food  of  man  is  in  Great  Bri- 
tain one  of  the  most  important  objects  of 
cultivation,  yet  the  means  of  obtaining  the 
production  of  com,  the  quantity  purchased^ 
and  the  profit  to  be  derived  by  the  culti- 
vator from  the  production,  are  all  depen- 
dent on  many  other  objects  of  production, 
and  especially  on  the  production  of  ani- 
mals, and  of  food  for  animals,  and  on  the 
further  produce  or  other  benefit  derived 
from  sucn  animals ;  and  the  general  profit 
of  the  cultivator  is  the  result  of  the  com- 
bination of  all  the  several  articles  so  pro- 
duced, each  article  contributing  to  the 
more  profitable  production  of  the  rest,  the 
amount  of  the  whole  production  at  the 
same  time  greatly  depending  on  the  capi* 
tal  and  skill  employed  in  fitting  the  land 
for  the  purposes  of  cultivation,  and  on  the 
capital  and  skill  employed  by  the  culti- 
vator; and  it  is  the  combined  effect  of  all 
these  operating  causes  which  gives  plenty 
from  cultivation,  and  renders  cultivation 
profitable. 

4.  "  That  the  laws  now  in  force  regu- 
lating the  importation  of  foreign  corn,  are 
founded  on  the  principles  expressed  in  the 
foregoing  Resolutions,  havine  in  view  the 
extension  and  improvement  of  the  cultiva*^ 
tion  of  the  country,  the  increase  of  its 
productions,  and  insuring  to  the  improvers 
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^ad  cultifaton  of  the  country  the  just  re- 
v^ird  for  their  exuenditure  and  labour,  aa 
ej^jreaaly  acknowledged  in  the  preamble 
to  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Charles  2nd,  intitled  '  An  Act  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Trade/ 

5.  *'  That  under  the  encouragement 
proposed  by  the  said  act  of  the  fifteenth 
of  King  Charles  2nd,  and  many  other  acts 
since  made,  in  conformity  to  the  principle 
expressed  in  the  preamble  to  that  act, 

treat  quantities  of  land,  which  were  in  the 
fteenth  of  King  Charles  2nd  lying  waste 
and  yielding  little,  have  been  improyed 
with  ereat  cost  and  labour,  and  mucn  more 
com  has  been  produced,  and  great  num« 
bers  of  people,  horses*  and  cattle  have 
been  employed,  and  a  population  very 
l^reatly  incrmed  in  number,  and  consum- 
ing a  much  greater  quantity  of  com  in  pro- 
portion to  their  number,  has  been  provided 
with  food  by  means  of  the  improvements 
so  made,  and  the  produce  of  the  country 
has  thereby  become  equal  to  provide  for 
such  increased  population,  both  with  com 
and  other  food,  in  great  abundance ;  un- 
less, by  the  dispensation  of  Providence, 
the  extraordinary  inclemency  of  a  particu- 
lar season  should  happen  to  render  the 
production  of  that  season  considerably  less 
$han  the  production  of  an  ordinary  season- 

6.  **  That  under  the  apprehension  of 
the  possible  occurrence  of  such  an  extra- 
ordinary season,  and  the  consequent  failure 
of  crops,  provision  has  been  made  in  the 
said  act  of  the  15th  of  Charles  2nd,  and 
in  all  the  subsequent  acts  respecting  the 
importation  of  foreign  com,  to  prevent  the 
scarcity  which  might  be  produced  by  in- 
clement seasons,  the  importation  of  foreign 
com  being  allowed  whenever  the  prices  of 
home-grown  com,  estimated  according  to 
the  value  of  money  at  the  several  times 
of  passing  such  acts  respectively,  should 
indicate  so  great  a  failure  of  crops,  as  to 
raise  just  apprehensions  that  the  produce 
of  the  country  might  be  insufficient  for 
the  consumption  of  its  inhabitants ;  but  at 
the  Same  time  allowing  to  the  home-growers 
of  com  the  benefit  of  a  rise  in  the  prices 
of  com,  corresponding  with  the  deficiency 
in  the  quantity  produced,  and  thereby 
comnensating  to  them ,  by  increase  of  price, 
the  loss  which  they  would  otherwise  have 
suffered  by  deficiency  in  their  crops,  when- 
ever that  deficiency  did  not,  by  an  extra- 
ordinary rise  in  price,  indicate  the  danger 
of  distressing  scarcity. 

7.  "  That  considering  thd  present  value 


of  money,  and  the  great  rise  of  prices  of 
almost  every  article  of  consumption,  and 
the  great  increase  of  burthens  imposed  on 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  especially 
on  the  produce  of  the  soil ;  the  prices  of 
60i.  for  the  quarter  of  wheat,  of  32s.  for 
the  quarter  of  barley,  of  245.  for  the 
quarter  of  oats,  and  of  36s.  for  the  quarter 
of  rye,  peas,  and  beans,  cannot  be  con* 
sidered  as  indicating  such  a  deficiency  in 
the  quantities  of  the  same  different  sorts 
of  grain-  produced  in  the  country,  as  to 
warrant  any  apprehension  of  scarcity ;  and, 
on  the  contrary,  those  prices  are  not  more 
than  sufficient  to  remunerate  the  com- 
growers  for  deficiency  of  crops  in  ordinary 
years,  as  they  are  very  little  above  the 
prices  in  very  plentiful  years,  when  the 
prices  are  always  lower  than  fair  lema- 
nerating  prices  in  an  ordinary  year,  as  the 
supply  in  such  very  plentiful  years  greatly 
exceeds  the  demand,  and  the  surplus 
forms  part  of  the  consumption  of  the  sue* 
ceedingyear,  and  often  atan  advanced  price* 

8.  **  That  the  continual  and  great  varia- 
tions in  the  prices  of  different  sorts  of  grain 
during  the  course  of  above  one  hundred 
and  fiAy  years,  of  which  there  is  clear 
evidence,  demonstrate  that,  assuming  cer- 
tain prices  for  each  or  any  species  of  grain, 
as  the  prices,  or  nearly  the  prices,  for 
which  such  grain  may  be  sold  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  producer  in  every  year,  is 
an  attempt  to  do  that  which  is  impossible ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  fair  prices 
of  each  year  must  depend  on  the  amount^ 
of  the  produce  of  each  year,  which  may 
vary  so  greatly  from  year  to  year,  as  to 
make  the  fair  prices  in  one  year  greatly 
exceed  or  greatly  fall  short  of  the  fair 
prices  in  another  year. 

9.  ''That  to  allow  the  importation  of 
foreign  wheat  into  Great  Britain  at  all 
times,  without  payment  of  any  duty  on 
importation,  and  to  permit  such  wheat 
afterwards  at  any  time  to  be  entered  for 
sale  on  payment  of  a  duty  of  20«.  only, 
whenever  tne  average  price  of  wheat,  taken 
weekly  in  certain  districts,  shall  amount  to 
60i.,  and  to  impose  a  s<^e  of  duties  in- 
creasbg  as  the  average  price  should  fall 
below  60s.,  and  diminishing  as  the  average - 
price  should  exceed  60s.,  would  be  to  fix 
indirectly  the  price  of  60s.  for  the  quarter 
of  wheat,  as  the  highest  price  for  which 
wheat  should  be  sold,  even  in  the  most 
unfavourable  years,  inasmuch  as  (breign 
wheat  may  generally  be  obtained  at  so 
low  a  price,  Uiat  on  payment  of  a  duty  of 
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20s.  only,  it  can  be  brought  into  the  maricet 
fbr  sale,  with  considerable  profit,  at  a  price 
below  60s.  the  quarter ;  and  if  a  proposi- 
tion to  that  effect  should  be  made  law, 
wheat  produced  in  Great  Britain  can  never 
be  sold  at  a  higher  price  than  60s.  the 
quarter ;  and  the  eflfect  of  such  a  law  must 
be  to  keep  the  price  of  wheat  at  all  times 
under  60s.  the  quarter,  whatever  failure 
may  happen  in  the  home-grown  crops. 

10.  *^  That  in  like  manner  the  importa- 
tion of  barley,  oats,  and  other  sorts  of 
grain,  under  the  same  circumstances,  to 
be  entered  for  home  consumption  on  pay- 
ment only  of  several  duties  bearing  a  like 
proportion  to  the  prices  of  those  articles 
as  before  mentioned,  would  operate  in- 
directly as  a  law  limiting  the  prices  of 
such  several  articles  as  the  sums  proposed 
as  the  average  prices  on  which  the  rise 
and  fall  of  duties  should  take  place,  and 
would  compel  the  sale  of  barley,  oats,  and 
such  several  sorts  of  grain,  always  at  prices 
rather  under  than  above  the  medium  prices 
at  which  such  duties  should  take  place. 

1 1.  '*  That  limiting  the  prices  of  wheat, 
barley,  oats,  and  other  sorts  of  grain  to 
the  several  prices  before  mentioned,  at  all 
times,  however  unfavourable  the  seasons 
might  prove,  must  have  the  effect  of  com- 
pelling the  growers  of  such  articles  to  sell 
the  same  at  great  loss  whenever  unfavour- 
able seasons  may  cause  any  material  failure 
of  their  crops ;  and  by  taking  from  them 
all  profit,  must  gradually  deprive  them  of 
the  means  of  cultivation,  and  render  the 
tillage  lands  of  Great  Britain  gradually 
less  and  less  productive,  without  farther 
diminishing  the  actual  price  of  com ;  until, 
by  the  ruin  of  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try, the  cultivated  land  should  become  so 
fkr  unproductive  as  to  be  very  unequal  to 
the  support  of  its  population :  and  then, 
unless  foreign  production  should  be  im- 
ported to  an  enormous  amount,  the  de- 
ficiency of  supply  to  answer  the  demand 
would  again  raise  the  price  of  com,  and 
the  country  would  at  the  same  time  pay  a 
high  price  for  the  com  consumed  in  it, 
though  in  great  part  foreign  com,  and 
would  become  dependent  on,  and  tributary 
to,  other  countries  for  its  daily  bread. 

12.  **  That  the  idea  of  fixing  a  certain, 
or  neariy  a  certain  price  at  aU  times  for 
grain  of  any  description,  in  any  country, 
with  any  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the 
ciuHivators  of  the  soU,  is  extravagant  and 
absurd,  as  demonstxated  by  the  experience 
i)f  all  countries,  and  by  the  evidence  before 


Com  Trade-^ 


124 


the  House  of  the  great  variation  fh>m  year 
to  year,  and  from  month  to  month,  of  the 
prices  of  all  sorts  of  grain  in  this  country, 
and  in  every  other  country  with  reaipect  to 
which  evidence  has  been  procured,  the 
prices  varying  in  many  instances,  almost 
m  the  proportion  of  two  to  one,  and  seldom 
in  any  two  successive  years  bearing  neariy 
the  same  proportion ;  and  as  the  amount 
of  the  produce  in  every  country,  of  each 
year,  must  vary  from  the  amount  of  the 
produce  of  precedent  and  subsequent 
years,  according  to  the  season  of  each 
year,  so  the  price  must  vary  to  render  the 
cultivation  profitable ;  and  that  variation 
must  be  greatest  where  cultivation  is  most 
expensive  or  most  artificially  conducted, 
and  where  the  people  are  most  burthened 
with  taxes  and  other  charges ;  and  the  sale 
of  com  at  a  regulated  price  in  any  coun- 
try, can  only  l^  efiected  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  corn,  to  compel  the  culti- 
vator to  sell  his  com  at  less  than  the  cost 
of  its  production;  and  this  attempt,  by 
raining  the  cultivators,  must  finally  tend 
to  raise,  rather  than  to  reduce,  the  oidinary 
price  of  com. 

13.  ''That  the  foreign  com  hitherto 
imported,  has  always  been,  and  the  foreign 
corn  hereafter  to  be  imported,  probably 
will  always  be,  paid  for  in  money,  and  not 
by  a  corresponding  export  of  British  ma- 
nufactures, or  otho*  commodities,  to  the 
places  from  which  sach  com  has  been,  or 
shall  be  brought. 

14.  "  That  at  all  times  when  the  quan- 
tity of  wheat  produced  in  Great  Britain, 
together  with  the  wheat  imported  from 
Ireland,  shall  be  equal  to  the  demand  for 
consumption  in  Great  Britain,  the  import- 
ation of  foreign  wheat  in  addition  to  that 
quantity  must  be  useless,  or  must  have  the 
effect  either  of  excluding  from  the  market 
and  rendering  useless  an  equal  quantity  of 
home-grown  wheat  and  Irish  wheat,  or  a 
quantity  of  wheat  consisting  of  foreign  and 
home-grown  and  Irish  wheat,  equal  to  the 
quantity  of  the  foreign  wheat  imported, 
and  that  quantity  must  remain  in  store, 
without  any  other  effect  than  that,  by 
occasioning  a  glut  in  the  market,  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  wheat  might  seduce 
the  prices  both  of  foreign,  and  home-grown, 
and  Irish  wheat  so  low,  as  to  discourage 
the  growth  of  wheat  both  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  succeeding  years,  and 
thereby  reduce  the  quantity  of  land  culti- 
vated both  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

15.  ^<  That  in  like  manner  the  importft* 
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tion of  other BorU of  foreif^giaiiiy  whilst 
die  productioa  of  the  country  with  the 
assistance  of  Ireland  should  be  equal  to 
the  demand,  must  hare  the  like  pernicious 
efiects. 

16.  *'  That  if  a  million  of  quarters  of 
foreign  wheat  should  be  purchased  in  the 
Baltic,  or  elsewhere,  at  the  price  of  268. 
the  quarter,  and  paid  for  in  nioney»  and 
not  by  a  corresponding  export  of  British 
manufactures,  or  other  commodities,  and 
afterwards  sold  in  the  home  market  at  60$. 
the  quarter,  having  paid  a  dut^  of  20s.  the 
quarter,  and  if  an  equal  quantity  of  home- 
grown wheat  and  Irish  wheat  should  be 
thereby  excluded  from  the  home  maricet, 
the  sum  of  three  millions  of  pounds  ster- 
lingy  which  would  have  been  received  by 
the  home-growers  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  for  the  same  quantity  of  wheat, 
would  be  transferred  to  others;  namely, 
1,300,000/.  would  be  transferred  to  fo- 
reigners for  the  price  paid  in  money  for 
auch  foreign  wheat,  one  million  would  be 
paid  to  the  public  revenue  for  duty,  and 
700,000/.  would  be  paid  to  individuals  of 
various  descriptions  for  expenses  of  import 
and  other  expenses,  and  for  profits  to  the 
speculators  in  the  purchase  of  such  foreign 
wheat. 

.  17.  **  That  if  (of  which  there  is  no  pro- 
spect) such  million  of  quarters  should  be 
distinctly  paid  for  by  the  export  from 
Great  Britain  of  manuffustures  or  other 
commodities,  and  not  in  money,  yet  the 
value  of  such  exports  would  be  only  to  the 
amount  of  1,300,000/.,  and  the  clear 
profit  derived  to  manufacturers  and  traders 
from  such  exports  would  be  of  very  small 
amount,  whereas  the  loss  to  the  home- 
growers  of  wheat  would  still  amount  to 
Uiree  millions  sterling,  though  the  public 
revenue  would  gain  a  million  steriing  by  a 
tax  really  paid  by  the  home-growers  of 
corn,  ah^idy  buithened  with  an  enormous 
disproportion  of  the  public  charges ;  and 
in  like  manner,  by  the  importation  of 
foreign  barley,  oats,  and  other  grain,  whe- 
ther purchased  with  money  or  with  com- 
modities exported,  the  loss  to  the  home- 
growers  of  those  articles  would  be  equal  to 
itte  amount  of  the  whole  quantity  of  foreign 
eom  sold  in  the  market,  whibt  the  gain  to 
the  manufacturers,  if  any,  would  be  of 
trifling  amount;  and  the  government  would 
be  the  principal  gainer,  by  a  new  tax,  thus 
imposed,  in  efiect,  on  die  home-growers. 

18.  "  That  the  state  of  the  currency  of 
the  country  must  at  all  times  affect  the 


real  prices  of  all  commodities  estimated  at 
the  nominal  value  of  such  currency,  and 
may  materially  affect  the  profit  derived 
from  the  importation  of  foreign  com,  and 
of  all  articles  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  the  profit  to  be  derived  from  the 
importation  of  foreign  com  may  become 
enormous,  by  reason  of  the  state  of  the 
currency  of  this  country,  and  the  rate  of 
exchange  between  this  country  and  the 
country  where  such  com  shallbe  purchased, 
which  may  give  rise  to  the  most  extrava- 
gant speculations  in  foreign  com  to  be  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain. 

19.  **  That  the  effect  of  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn  at  duties  so  low  as  to 
operate  as  a  restriction  on  importation, 
may  be  judged  of  by  the  efiect  of  the 
importation  of  foreign  wool,  by  which  the 
price  of  the  home-grown  wool,  and  especially 
of  short  wool,  has  been  greatly  reduced, 
and  great  quantities  of  such  wool  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  growers,  driven  out  of 
the  market  by  the  importation  of  foreign 
wool ;  and  the  importation  has  greatly  in- 
creased since  the  reduction  of  the  duty, 
whilst  the  export  of  woollen  manufactures 
has  decreasea  instead  of  being  increased ; 
so  that  the  home-growers  of  short  wool  are 
now  suffering  an  annual  loss  of  great 
amount,  great  part  of  which  amount  has 
been  paid  to  foreigners  for  foreign  wool, 
without  any  adequate  benefit  to  this 
country;  and  further  loss  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  importation  of  foreign  tallow, 
hides,  skins,  and  other  articles. 

20.  ''That  by  importation  of  foreign 
wool,  tallow,  hides,  and  skins,  and  of  other 
commodities,  the  produce  of  agriculture, 
the  cultivation  of  the  country,  and  all 
persons  interested  in  the  lands  of  the  king- 
dom, and  particularly  the  cultivators  of 
tillage  land,  have  suffered  great  injury,  in- 
asmuch as  the  profit  derived  from  those 
articles  enabled  them  to  adopt  that  system 
of  husbandry  which  has  so  much  increased 
the  productive  powers  of  tillage  land,  by  a 
regulated  couxve  of  crops,  to  which  the 
profits  arising  from  wool,  tallow,  hides, 
skins,  and  other  ofials  of  animals  is  essen- 
tial, and  the  price  of  meat  as  well  as  the 
price  of  com  must  eventually  be  greatW 
affected  by  depriving  the  cultivators  both 
of  tillage  lands  and  of  grass  lands  of  those 
profits,  which  are  important  parts  of  the 
profits  derived  from  the  breeding  and  feed- 
ing of  animals  bred  and  ied  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  meat  for  the  food  of  man. 

21.  <<  That  much  as  the  island  of  Greafe 
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Britain  may  suffer  from  any  material 
alteration  of  the  existing  Corn-laws,  Ire- 
land will  probably  suffer  more,  inasmuch 
as  the  com  market  of  Great  Britain  is  now 
at  all  times  open  to  Ireland,  and  the  im- 
portation of  com  from  Ireland  has  been 
(since  the  free  intercourse  has  been  allowed) 
continually  increasing,  and  if  not  obstmcted 
by  foreign  competition,  the  cultivation  of 
Ireland  must  continually  increase,  so  as  to 
enable  that  country  to  supply  any  defi- 
ciency which  the  most  inclement  season 
may  occasion  in  Great  Britain,  and  render 
the  importation  of  foreign  com,  at  any  time, 
unnecessary ;  and  the  constant  importation 
of  foreign  com,  at  the  rates  of  duties  before- 
mentioned,  must  be  a  deathrblow  to  the 
rising  cultivation  of  Ireland. 

22.  "  That  the  employment  of  capital 
is  essentially  necessary  to  the  proper  cul- 
tivation of  any  country,  but  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  produce  has  already  de- 
stroyed a  large  proportion  of  the  capital 
which  was  employed  in  the  cultivation  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  constant  importa- 
tion of  foreign  com  will  greatly  reduce  the 
capital  still  employed ;  and  such  importa- 
tion must  prevent  that  increase  of  agri- 
cultural capital  in  Ireland,  which  is  essen- 
tial to  raise  that  countiy  to  the  high  state 
of  cultivation  of  which  it  is  capable ;  and 
the  same  causes  will  prevent  the  improve- 
ment of  vast  tracts  of  land  in  Great 
Britain,  which  are  still  capable  of  great 
improvement. 

23.  "  That  the  constitution  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  all  its 
parts,  and  the  symmetry  and  security  of 
the  whole,  are  founded  and  depend  upon 
landed  property,  and  cannot  subsist  in 
their  present  form  if  the  value  of  such  pro- 
perty shall  be  materially  diminished,  and 
its  due  weight  in  the  govemment  of  the 
country  shadl  be  thereby  destroyed ;  and 
any  material  injury  to  that  property,  by 
destroying  the  just  balance  of  the  consti- 
tution must  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
existing  form  of  govemment,  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  some  new  form  of  government, 
unless  the  misery  of  general  confusion  shall 
bring  the  country  back  to  that  form  which 
has  produced  its  happiness  and  pro^rity 
for  so  many  years. 

24.  *^  That  the  experience  of  many  years 
has  proved  the  wisdom  of  those  laws  which 
have  been  founded  on  the  system  adopted 
on  the  Restoration  of  Charles  2nd,  and  on 
which  the  existing  laws  regulating  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  com  were  founded. 
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25.  "That  a  general  system  of  freo. 
trade  is  incompat£le  with  tne  present  con« 
dition  of  the  wodd,  and  particularly  with: 
the  condition  of  this  country,  burthened 
with  enormous  taxes  and  charges  of  various, 
descriptions,  and  loaded  with  an  enormous 
national  debt,  which  renders  all  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the.  country  tributaries 
to  the  public  creditors,  who  are  maintained 
in  idleness  by  the  industry  and  at  thft. 
charge  of  others,  through  the  medium  of 
burthens  imposed  on  many  articles  pf  pro- 
duction, and  most  especially  the  proauc- 
tions  of  cultivated  land,  which  are  loaded 
with  charges  far  exceeding  the  burthens 
imposed  on  other  productions,  and  cannot 
therefore  be  brought  into  the  market  on 
ecjual  terms  with  the  productions  of  coun- 
tnes  not  so  burthened ;  and  the  unequal 
burthens  thus  imposed  on  cultivated  land 
could  not  now  be  sustained,  if  a  portion  of 
those  burthens  were  not  home  by  the  rest 
of  the  community,  through  the  medium  of 
the  prices  paid  for  the  commodities  raised 
by  the  cultivation  of  land. 

26.  "That  a  general  system  of  free 
trade  can  only  be  founded  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  universal  and  constant  peace,, 
and  universal  and  constant  goodwill  of 
man  to  man,  and  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  present  condition  of  mankind, 
divided  into  yarious  states,  under  various- 
govemments,  founded  on  yarious  and 
conflicting  principles,  jealous  of  and 
hostile  to  each  other,  and  particularly 
jealous  of  and  hostile  to  the  intemal  and 
external  prosperity  of  this  country,  and  itsr 
extended  dominions  in  the  eastern  and 
western  world,  all  of  which  are  objects  o£ 
the  ambition  of  other  nations,  and  for  the 
protection  and  management  of  which  it 
has  hitherto  been  found  expedient  to  main- 
tain a  large  armed  force,  both  naval  and 
military,  and  other  large  establishments,, 
creating  a  necessity  for  the  continuance  of 
a  large  portion  of  those  heavy  burthens, 
with  which  this  country  is. charged,  even  if 
its  national  debt  were  annihilated^'* 

Poor-La ws  ik  Ireland.]  The  Earl 
of  Damley^  seeing  a  noble  lord  in  his 
place,  who  had  paid  great  attention  to  the 
subject  of  the  Poor  of  Ireland,  wished  ta 
know  from  him  whether  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  submit  any  motion  to  their  lordships, 
on  this  subject?  At  present,  the  poor  of 
Ireland  were  suffering  very  great  distress, 
and  many  of  them  had,  he  believed,  perish- 
ed of  hunger.    If  it  was  not  the  nobis 
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lord*s  intentioiHto  propose  any  resolution 
to  their  lordships,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
shoukl  not  himself  call  their  lordships'  at- 
tention to  the  subject.  He  did  not  suppose 
that  the  system  of  English  poor-laws  could 
be  introduced  into  Ireland ;  but  he  thought 
it  was  their  lordships'  duty  to  take  the 
subject  into  their  consideration,  particular- 
ly as  the  measure  had  been  rejected  to 
which  he  looked  for  the  tranquillity  of  that 
country.  Although  the  poor-laws  were,  he 
knew,  a  subject  of  great  dislike  to  a  noble 
lord  opposite,  who  entertained  the  most 
serious  apprehensions  on  this  subject,  he 
must  contend,  that,  in  the  pr^nt  situation 
of  the  poor  of  Ireland,  something  ought  to 
be  done.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  know 
of  the  noble  earl,  whether  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  propose  any  measure  for  their  lord- 
ahips*  consideration  ? 

The  Earl  of  Carbery  said,  that  he  had, 
on  former  occasions,  moved  for  returns 
relative  to  the  poor  of  Ireland,  which 
were  then  on  their  lordships'  table ;  and 
though  he  did  not  at  present  intend  to 
submit  any  motion  to  their  lordships,  he 
had  a  petition  to  present  on  this  subject, 
and  when  he  did  present  it,  he  should  ex- 
plain his  views.  He  wished  it,  however, 
to  be  understood,  that  he  did  not  suppose 
that  the  English  system  of  poor-laws  could 
be  introduced  into  Ireland ;  though  he  felt 
that  the  poor  of  Ireland  could  not  be  left 
in  their  present  situation. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  having  been 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  earl,  could  assure 
.him 'that  he  was  mistaken,  in  supposing 
that  he  entertained  more  serious  appre- 
hensions on  the  subject  of  introducing  the 
poor-laws  into  Ireland,  than  any  other 
person.  He  saw  many  noble  lords  near 
him,  who  felt  quite  as  apprehensive  on  the 
point  as  he  did,  and  were  convinced,  that 
of  all  mischiefs,  none  could  be  so  great  as 
that  of  introducing  those  laws  into  Ireland. 
Was  .there  not,  he  would  ask,  misery 
enough  in  Ireland  already  ?  Would  their 
lordships  call  more  into  existence,  by  tell- 
ing the  lower  classes,  already  prone  to  sedi- 
tion, that  they  were  starved  by  the  upper 
orders  ?  He  called  on  their  lordships,  to 
take  care  how  they  employed  their  talent 
in  making  speeches,  which  he  admired  as 
mnch  as  any  man ;  but  he  conjured  them 
to  cnoose  some  other  subject  for  display 
than  the  one  before  their  lordships.  They 
could  not  choose  a  measure  which  would 
inflict  more  suffering  than  the  poor-laws 
would  do  in  Ireland.  | 
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The  Earl  of  DarnUy  said,  he  agreed 
that  the  poor-laws,  as  they  existed  in 
Enghmd,  could  not  be  introduced  into 
Ireland ;  but  he  could  not  agree,  that  in  a 
civilized  country,  the  poor  should  be  left 
to  die  without  any  notice.  It  was  not  to 
be  tolerated— ^though  their  lordships  might 
not  be  able  to  find  any  remedy  for  the  evil 
— ^that  it  should  not  be  inquired  into.  He 
hoped  the  noble  lord,  when  he  presented 
the  petition  he  had  mentioned,  would  make 
a  specific  motion,  and  that  his  majesty's 
government  would  take  the  subject  into 
consideration. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  said,  he  had  read 
of  people  perishing  from  want,  but  he  did 
not  fpy^  credit  to  every  thing  which 
appeared  in  the  newspapers.  And  did  not 
people  perish  of  hunger  in  other  countries 
as  well  as  in  Ireland  ?  It  was,  he  thought, 
not  very  likely  to  occur,  for  the  peasantry 
of  that  country,  with  all  their  faults,  were 
as  charitable  and  humane  as  any  in  the 
world. 

Lord  Holland  was  of  opinion,  that  before 
their  lordships  instituted  an  inquiry  into 
what  ought  to  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  Ireland,  they  ought  to  ascertain 
what  had  already  been  done.  He  was  not 
lawyer  enough  to  know  what  was  the  state 
of  the  law  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Ire* 
land ;  he  had  not  any  particular  acquaint- 
ance with  that  part  ot  the  country ;  but 
he  could  not  believe  that  the  government 
could  have  so  long  existed,  wiuiout  some 
law  which  tended  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
The  first  inquiry  should  be  into  the  state 
of  the  law  on  this  point. 

The  Earl  of  EnniskUleu  thought,  that 
a  great  deal  of  mischief  might  be  done  by 
proposing  to  introduce  the  poor-laws  into 
Ireland.  It  would  excite  nopes  among 
the  people  which  could  never  be  gratified. 
The  poverty  of  the  people  in  Ireland  was 
caused  by  a  succession  of  bad  crops,  by 
over-population,  and  by  the  non-residence 
of  the  landed  proprietors. 

Lord  Redesdale  said,  that  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dublin  there  were  collections 
made  at  the  churches  for  the  poor,  and  by 
that  means  they  were  relieved.  The 
whole  body  of  the  people  were  in  such  a 
state  of  poverty,  that  what  they  could  con- 
tribute was  not  much.  He  was  afraid,  how- 
ever, that  if  a  system  of  poor-laws  were 
introduced,  it  would  destroy  all  industry 
among  the  people.  The  best  mode  of 
relieving  the  poor  of  Ireland,  would  be  to 
introduce  a  better  system  of  fanning;  to 
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abolish  small  farms,  and  to  have  a  body  of 
farmers  like  those  of  England.    If  there 
was  such  a  body  of  men,  there  would  be 
more  employment,  and  not  so  much  misery 
in  Ireland.    But  to  have  them  sevenu 
things  were  necessary.    The  farmers  must 
have  capital,  and  they  must  be  intelligent, 
for  it  was  rather  the  skill  of  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  labourers  to  which  he 
looked,  than  to  the  labourers  themselves. 
When  small  farmers  cultivated  land  them- 
selves,  they  grudged  every  shilling  laid 
out  for  labour,  and  their  land  was  never 
properly  tilled.    In  most  cases,  where  the 
poor-rates  were  excessive,  they  were  made 
so  either  by  manufactories  being  esta- 
blished in  the  neighbourhood,  or  by  the 
land  being  divided,  as  in  someparts  of 
Sussex,  into  small  portions.    Wherever 
the  farms  were  large,  the  labourers  were 
better  off  than  where  the  farms  were  small. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  compulsory  relief 
for  the  poor  introduced  into  Ireland,  as 
that  would  destroy  industry ;  and,  after  a 
better  system  of  cultivation  was  introduced, 
probably  the  best  mode  of  administering 
relief  would  be  by  voluntary  contributions. 
In  Scotland  this  was  the  general  practice ; 
but  in  some  places  compulsory  rates  had 
been  introduced,  and  they  had  been  fol- 
low^, he   understood,  by  unfavourable 
consequences.    Connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, he  must  remind  their  lordships  of  the 
Corn-laws.  At  present,  the  English  market 
was  open  to  Irish  com,  and  cultivation 
had  been  much  extended  in  that  country 
by  the  exclusion   of  foreign  com.    He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  their  lordships  would 
remember,  whenever  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-laws  came  before  them,  the  bearings 
of  these  laws  on  the  cultivation  and  pros- 
perity of  Ireland. 

Lord  Ellenborough  deprecated  the  intro- 
duction of  the  poor-law  system  into 
Ireland.  The  noble  lord  who  had  spoken 
first,  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  doing 
something;  but  he  entreated  their  lord- 
ships to  take  care,  if  they  consented  to 
make  any  compulsory  regulations,  that 
they  were  not  led  further  than  they  in- 
tended to  go.  Let  their  lordships  recol- 
lect how  ^e  English  poor-laws  had  been 
twisted  from  their  original  form,  and 
consider,  if  a  compulsory  system  were 
introduced  into  Ireland,  whether  it  would 
Aot  be  twisted  in  the  same  manner.  Some 
iaquiries  had  already  been  made  on  this 
subject;  and  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
organising  a  system  of  voluntary  collection 
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and  distribution,  as  had  been  recommended 
by  the  committee  of  1822,  was  the  only 
safe  course.  He  entreated  their  lordships, 
before  they  began  witb  any  compulsory 
enactments,  to  consider  where  they  meant 
to  stop. 

The  Earl  .of  LamUy  said,  he  had  no^ 
intention  of  proposing  any  compulsory  laws  i 
but,  in  the  present  state  of  Ireland,  the 
subject  urgently  required  the  conskLeratios 
of  meir  lordships. 

The  Earl  of  Belmore  said,,  that  though 
there  was  no  statute  law  in  Ireland  fortbe 
relief  of  the  poor,,  there  was  a  common  law^ 
which  was  stronger  than  any  statute  law.. 
There  was  also  a  common  right,  wkkrh  wa» 
considered  so  by  the  pauper,  and  acknow-^ 
ledged  to  be  so  by  those  who  never  failed 
to  give  them  relief.  If  a  law  were  to  make 
it  compulsory  to  provide  for  the  poor,  that 
law  would  diminish  the  means  which  at 
present  existed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thunday^  March  39. 

Cork  Duties  Bill.]     Mr.  C.  Cfremi^ 
in  bringing  in  a  bill  founded  upon  the  late 
resolutions  with  respect  to  Che  Corn-laws^ 
said  he  wished  shomy  to  state  what  it  was 
intended  that  this  bill  should  do.    It  wa» 
a  measure  which  had  grown  out  of  the 
resolutions  lately  adopted  by  the  House. 
It  was  mtended  to  divide  the  new  regula- 
tions upon   the  Com  Question  into  two 
bills:  tne  one  having  for  its  object  the 
regulation  of  the  importation  duties ;  and* 
the  other  to  direct  the  mode  of  taking  the 
averages,  and  the  other  machinery  of  the 
measure.    He  now  proposed  to  mtroduce 
the  first  bill ;  and  he  hoped  in  a  few  day* 
to  be  able  to  introduce  the  other,,  whick 
was  meant  to  compass  the  objects  which 
he  hadalready  described.  This  bill  enacted^ 
that  the  averages  by  the  imperial  measure 
were  to  be  struck  weekly,  and  that  at  the 
end  of  every  month  they  should  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Gazette,  ana  also  an  account 
of  the  quantity  of  com  entered  and  wara- 
housed  in  eacn  month.    It  was  intended^ 
that  this  act  should  take  effect  from  the 
period  of  its  passing  into  a  law;  but  not  to 
affect  any  importations  allowable  under 
the  present  act,  if  any  loefa  should  be 
allowable,  upon  takine  the  aver^es  on  the 
15th  of  May.    But  Uiose  species  of  com 
not  admissible  by  the  eztstmg  law  wtie  to 
be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  newbilL 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 
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97  LxsauRKE.]  Mr.  Brownlow  said,  that 
alter  cmisiderable  delay,  he  was  at  length 
happy  to  brinr  this  subject  under  the 
oonsideration  of  the  House ;  and  he  was 
the  more  anxious  to  do  so,  because  he  felt 
k  to  be  one  of  great  importance  to  the 
iatorests  of  Ireland.  If  hon.  members 
would  but  condescend  to  listen  to  him  for 
%  short  tame,  he  felt  assured  that  they 
would  coincide  with  him  in  this  opinion. 
The  object  of  this  motion  was,  to  induce 
the  House  to  place  upon  their  table, 
papers  containing  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  magistrates  of  Lisbume  and  the 
Irish  government,  relative  to  a  recent 
transaction  which  had  there  taken  place. 
In  {introducing  any  question  relative  to 
Itekmd,  he  felt  the  difficulty  under  which 
he  laboured.  Things  which  were  mere 
natters  of  fact  in  wat  unhappy  country, 
were  looked  upon  as  the  fictions  of 
romance  throughout  the  other  parts  of  the 
united  empire.  It  had  been  said,  that  if 
any  complaint  existed  in  Ireland,  it  was 
sure  to  find  its  way  to  the  government  of 
the  country.  Now,  he  was  anxious  to 
furnish  the  House  with  at  least  one  sample 
of  that  bad  article  which  was  called  go- 
veniment  in  Ireland.  It  was  needless  to  go 
back  to  the  history  of  former  ages.  They 
saw  in  Great  Britain,  in  this  boasted  age, 
the  greaitest,  the  most  flourishing  improve- 
ments in  every  branch  of  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce — improvcf- 
ments  so  great,  that,  if  the  great  lord 
Chatham  were  to  arise  and  openi  his  eyes, 
he  must  feel  as  if  in  a  strange  place,  and 
gaae  with  wonder  and  astonishment  upon 
them.  But,  if  he  should  look  to  Ireland, 
there  too  would  he  find  equal  cause  of 
wonder  and  astoniriiment.  He  would 
there  see,  that  from  the  rei^n  of  Henry  6th 
down  to  the  present  period,  there  had 
been  continued,  with  little  variation,  the 
same  system  of  favouritism,  and  monopoly 
of  places  and  power,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  same  continuance  of  bars,  barriers, 
and  exclusions  towards  the  great  mass  of 
the  peoote.  This  was  an  evil  to  be 
aeasurea  only  by  the  discontent  and 
alienation  of  feeling  which  it  had  pro- 
duced in  that  country.  The  great  ques- 
tion for  their  consideration,  as  legislators, 
was  this :— Had  they  so  acted  as  to  unite 
and  enlist  the  hearts  and  hands  of  the 
Irish  people  in  the  cause  of  the  empire  ? 
Heluul  put  this  simple  question  to  every 
Xaglish  gendeman  whom  he  had  met — 
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whether  they  depended  upon  the  security 
and  support  of  Ireland? — and  he  found 
it  generally  thought,  that  Ireland  was  a 
spot  upon  which  the  gpreatness  and  glory 
of  England  might  be  overthrown.  Two 
years  ago,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  and 
passed  that  House  for  the  suppression  of 
all  associations  in  Ireland.  Many  men 
thought  that  the  bill  emanated  from  the 
opponents  of  the  Popish  party,  while  on 
the  other  hand,  it  was  said  to  be  levelled 
against  the  Orangemen,  with  a  view  to 
the  suppression  of  their  societies.  He,  for 
for  one,  supported  the  measure,  because 
he  thought  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
suppressing  all  illegal  societies.  Now,  he 
was  not  called  upon  to  show  that  such 
was  the  effect  of  that  bill ;  inasmuch  as 
thev  all  knew  it  had  not  put  down  the  Ca- 
tholic Association.  It  was  at  this  moment 
well  known  that  the  Catholic  Association 
was  in  full  force  and  vigour ;  that  it  held 
its  sittings,  and  made  its  orders,  in  the 
same  way  that  that  House  did ;  that  it 
represented  the  bulk  of  the  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  body,  and  levied  taxes  upon  them. 
But  he  would  say — ^let  no  man  ridicute 
the  Catholic  Association;  let  no  man 
make  little  of  the  speeches  made  by  the 
members  of  that  body,  because  they  do 
not  square  either  with  his  feelings  or  his 
politics;  let  it  not  be  for  a  moment 
imagined  that  each  word  uttered  in  that 
Association  would  not  have  a  ready  echo 
from  the  Catholics  of  all  parts  of  Ireland, 
and  find  every  breast  ready  to  carry  its 
resolutions  into  effect.  There  was,  inaeed, 
a  time  when  the  aristocracy  kept  aloof,  as 
well  as  the  priesthood,  from  the  great 
body  of  the  people;  but  that  time  had 
passed  away,  and  now  the  aristocracy,  the 
prelacy,  the  priesthood,  and  the  people, 
were  united  and  acted  as  one  body,  and 
they  all  looked  up  to  the' Catholic  Asso- 
ciation, and  received  their  commands,  with 
an  obedience  never  exceeded  by  that  paid 
to  any  legislative  body  in  any  country. 
Such  were  the  persons  who,  upon  pre- 
senting their  petitions  to  that  House,  for 
relief  from  the  disabilities  under  which 
they  laboured,  were  told  that  they  had 
not  made  out  even  a  primd  facie  case,  in 
support  of  their  claims  even  for  an  inquiry. 
Thus  driven  back,  the  Catholics  felt  that 
they  had  now  to  surronnd  the  Throne  with 
their  loud  and  bitter  complaints.  This,  he 
maintained,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
ought  to  arrest  the  attention  of  ministers, 
and  of  that  House,  and  induce  them  to 
F2 
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interfere  while  it  was  yet  time.     He  said, 
that  the  Catholic  Association  ought  to  be 
put  down.     But  how  ?    They  had  already 
tried  to  put  it  down  bylaw;  and  they 
had  failed.    They  could  not  then  put  it 
down  by  law ;  they  could  not  put  it  down 
by  force,  or  by  penal  enactments ;  but  they 
might  put  it  down  by  wise  and  judicious 
concessions.     The^  might  put  it  down  by 
creating  in  the  mmds  of  the  Irish  people 
a  feeling  of  respect  and  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  institutions  of  the  country,  which 
could  only  be  done  by  shewing  them  that 
they  were  entitled  to  equal  rights  and  equal 
privileges  with  their  other  fellow-subjects. 
— Having  said  so  much,  he  now  came  to 
the  more  immediate  matter  of  which  he 
had  given  notice.     In  1825,  the  magis- 
trates of  Lisbume  met  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  steps  to  prevent  the  usual  party 
symptoms  which  were  manifested  on  the 
12th  of  July.     The  magistrates  agreed, 
under  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown,  that  the  Orange  exhibitions 
usual  on  such  occasions  were  illegal,  and 
therefore  determined  to  suppress  them ; 
but  a  gentleman,  the  rev.  Mr.  Johnston, 
was  determined  to  try  the  question.    This 
was  on  the  11th  of  July.  On  the  following 
day,  the  12th,  the  usual  parade,  accom- 
panied by  drums,  &c.,  was  announced,  and 
the  magistrates    to    whom    he   alluded, 
acting  upon  their  decision,  proceeded  to 
the  spot,  pronounced  the  conduct  of  the 
persons  so  conducting  themselves  to  be 
illegal,    and    ordered  them  to  disperse. 
While  in  the  act  of  doing  this,  the  rev. 
Mr.  Johnston  came  up  and  asked  what 
they  were  doing  ?  The  magistrates  replied, 
that  they  were  acting  upon  the  resolution 
to  which  they  had  yesterday  come,  and 
were  advising  the  people  to  disperse,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  penalties  of  the  law. 
''  Ah,"  said  the  rev.  Mr.  Johnston,  **  ^at 
may  be  just  as  you  please — 1  think  other- 
wise."   The  rev.  gentleman  then  led  on 
the    Orange     mob ;     who     shouted :  — 
"  Hurrah,  hurrah  for  Johnston,"  and  the 
town  was  kept  in  a  state  of  alarm  and 
confusion  during  the  whole  of  the  day. 
On  the  next  day  the  ma^strates  sat  to 
take  informations,  and  to  mquire  into  the 
reverend  gentleman's  conduct.     They  all 
transmitted    those    informations    to    his 
excellency,  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  they 
were  by  him    transmitted  to   the    lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland.    In  a  few  days 
after  this,  the  rev.  Mr.  Johnston  received 
a  Jetter  from  the  ford  Chancellor,  con- 
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gratulating  him  upon  his  conduct,  and  on 
die  satisfactory  explanation  he  had  givenf 
of  his  conduct.     When  the  masristrates 
saw  this,  thev  were  astounded ;  they  could 
scarcely  believe    their   eyes;    they  said 
"We  were  expressly  called  together  by 
government  to  take  steps  to  prevent  these* 
Orange  processions,   and   therefore   this 
letter  of  approval  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Johnstoh's 
conduct  must  be  a  forgery ;  it  is  impossible 
that  this  gentleman,  who  marshalled  the 
Orange  band,  and  directed  them  which 
way  to  go,  could  receive  from  the  lord 
Chancellor  a  letter  of   congratulation.*^ 
Such,  however,  it  was  found,  was  the  fact. 
Mr.  Hawkshaw,  one  of  the  magistrates, 
feeling  the  question  as  he  ought,  wrote  to 
the    Irish    Secretary,    stating    that    he 
had    heard    of    the    lord    Chancellor's 
letter  of  congratulation  to  the  rev.  Mr. 
Johnston,  and  begging  to  know  what  was 
thought  of  the  conduct  of  himself  and 
those  who  acted    with    him  upon  that 
occasion  ?    To  this  letter  he  received  an 
answer  from    the  right  hon.   Secretary, 
informing  him,   that  his  excellency  the 
lord  lieutenant  highly  approved  of   the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hawkshaw  and  his  brother 
magistrates.    While  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Johnston  thus  received  unqualified  appro- 
bation from  Dublin,  the  letter  which  the 
magistrates  sent  up  received  no  answer. 
Surely  that  was  misgovemment :  it  was 
worse :  it  was  a  satire  upon  any  thing  like 
good  government,   and  all  that  Junius 
ever  wrote  was  not  so  powerfully  satirical, 
nor  could  it  equal  in  the  bitterness  of  its 
words,  this  practical  illustration  of  inat- 
tention to  the  proper  duties  of  government. 
Was  it  in  an  assembly  of  Englishmen  that 
such  conduct  was  to  be  described  as  go- 
vernment?   Was  it,  he  would  ask,  the 
part  of  any  good  government,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  sow  divisions  among 
the  people  ?    Or  ought  any  one  to  be  per- 
mitted tnus  to  set  one  man  against  another  ? 
Were  the  Irish  people  to  be  the  tictims, 
whose  humour,  or  error,  or  misinterpre- 
tation, was  thus  to  create  an  unusual  law  ? 
He  never  was,  nor  ever  should  be,  ashamed 
to  own  that  he  had  once  been  an  Orangey- 
man.    There  was  not  in  the  whole  king- 
dom a  finer  race  of  subjects — a  more 
independent,  highminded,  or  public-spirited 
body,  or  a  set  of  men  more  willing  and 
more  anxious  to  do  their  duty,  according^ 
to  their  sense  of  it-— than  the  Orangemen 
of  the  North  of  Ireland.    They  possiessecL 
in  an  eminent  degree,  both  spirit  ana 
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strength ;  and  if  these  were  properly 
directed  to  the  serrice  of  the  true  interests 
of  their  country ,  instead  of  being  employed 
in  that  maddening  question  which  wasted 
its  strength,  their  existence  would  indeed 
be  a  blessing  to  Ireland,  promoting  a 
general  love  among  the  people,  instead 
of  maintaining  their  present  unhappy 
enmity  to  efich  other.  The  Orangemen 
possessed  energy  and  industry  sufficient 
to  make  the  country  prosper  in  a  time  of 
peace,  while  they  were  also  distinguished 
Dy  that  manly  spirit  which  would  guard 
and  defend  it  in  the  time  of  war.  But, 
unfortunately,  their  energies  were  misdi* 
rected,  and  nothing  but  misery  to  the 
country  was  the  consequence.  On  the 
Orange  anniyersary,  it  ought  to  have  been 
the  care  of  every  man  to  prevent  any  thing 
that  might  lead  to  riot ;  but,  if  one  body 
of  persons  were  permitted  to  walk  in  pro- 
cessions, another  would  do  the  same. 
Quarrels  must  be  expected  to  ensue, 
perhaps  loss  of  life — ana  vengeance  would 
then  be  bequeathed  as  a  sort  of  legacy  to 
the  survivors.  Hence  arose  that  anarchy 
which  was  the  curse  of  Ireland :  hence  the 
want  of  employment,  the  want  of  food, 
the  want  of  national  production,  and  of 
contribution  to  the  general  necessities  of 
the  state :  hence  it  was,  that  Ireland  was 
one  vast  mad-house  of  demoniac  spirits, 
one  half  of  which  were  ready  to  range 
themselves  under  the  standard  of  any  man 
who  would  undertake  to  lead  them  to  the 
destruction  of  their  fellow-subjects.  The 
more  distinguished  theirleader,  the  better 
for  them,  since  he  would  be  more  able  to 
justify  their  conduct,  or  to  shield  them 
from  its  consequences.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  remaining  half  would  be  the 
willing  soldiers  of  any  man  who  possessed 
ihe  talent  to  state  their  wron^ ;  the  wish 
to  relieve  them ;  and  especially  if  that 
individual  had  not  the  means  of  gratifying 
his  wishes  and  their  own  by  the  operatioa 
of  the  laws.  The  hon.  member  then 
alluded  to  the  divisions  of  the  cabinet, 
and  declared  that  it  was  his  decided 
opinion  that  they  were  productive  of  much 
ham ;  that,  if  it  were  not  for  them,  the 
evil  would  be  much  diminished,  if  not  de- 
stroyed ;  for  that  they  were,  in  fact,  if  not 
the  source,  at  least  the  cause,  of  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  evil;  since  they  descended 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  ranks,  and 
perpetuated  the  divisions  in  Ireland.  The 
Jion.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving  for 
*'  Ck^jes  of  the  Correspondence  between 
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Mr.  Hawkshaw  and  three  other  gentlemen, 
four  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  the  right 
hon.  Henry  Goulbum,  relative  to  the 
Marching  of  a  Body  of  Orangemen,  on 
the  12th  of  July,  1825,  in  Lisburne,  toge- 
ther with  Copies  of  all  Affidavits  for- 
warded by  said  Magistrates  to  his  Majesty's 
Government."       ^  ' 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,  that  if  the  object  of 
the  hon.  member,  who  had  just  concluded 
a  long  address  to  the  House,  had  been  to 
repress  that  party  spirit  which  had  been, 
and  still  was,  so  injurious  to  Ireland,  he 
had  adopted  a  very  strange  method  to 
bring  about  such  an  end;  and  if  he 
thought  that  the  welfare  of  that  country 
depended,  in  any  degree,  on  the  existence 
of  harmony  and  good  will  between  magis- 
trates of  different  sentiments,  on  the  one 
great  subject,  he  had,  indeed,  taken  a 
strange  mode  to  promote  such  an  object, 
by  listening  so  totally  to  the  one  side,  and 
dropping  so  completely  the  defence  of 
the  other.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Irish 
government,  and  was,  surely,  equally  the 
duty  of  each  individual  member  of  that 
House,  when  bringing  forward  and  dis- 
cussing charges  6f  a  personal  nature,  to 
take  the  pains  to  inquire  into  the  origin 
of  those  charges,  and  to  ascertain  Uie 
grounds  upon  which  they  were  made. 
Now,  he  would  first  of  all  declare,  that  the 
government  of  Ireland,  though  formed  of 
those  who  differed  upon  the  one  great  ques- 
tion, uniformly  acted  with  the  greatest  im- 
partiality; and  that,  though  there  were 
many  persons  in  it,  who  thought  that  con- 
cessions to  the  Roman  Catholics  ought  to 
be  granted,  and  others  who  felt  and  con- 
tended, that  they  ought  to  be  withheld, 
whenever  questions  came  before  it,  with 
reference  to  the  existing  law,  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  the  government  being  perfectly 
agreed  upon  that  law,  whether  it  affected 
an  Orangeman,  or  a  Catholic,  or  any  other 
class  of  the  community.  In  all  cases,  the 
strictest  justice  was  ^iven,  and  the  law 
most  impartially  administered.  To  the 
case  now  before  the  House,  he  was  pre* 

Eared  to  show  that  a  proper  consideration 
ad  been  given,  and  that  a  decision  upon 
it  had  been  formed — not  by  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant in  one  way,  and  by  the  lord  Chan- 
cellor in  another;  not  by  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  after  one  fashion,  and  by  the 
Attorney-general  for  Ireland  after  another 
— but  that,  whether  the  decision  had  been 
right  or  wrong,  no  difference  of  opinion 
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had  existed  with  reference  to  it.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  were*  these.  It 
was  perfectly  true,  that  previous  to  the 
12th  July,  1825,  the  government  did  take 
every  means  in  its  power  to  prevent  such 
expressions  of  popular  feeling  as  might 
tend  to  excite  animosity,  either  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  and  to  promote  riot  and 
disturbance.  With  this  view,  his  majes- 
ty's Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  were 
called  upon  to  deliver  their  opinions  as  to 
the  illegality  of  Orange  processions ;  and 
those  opinions  decided  the  government  in 
the  course  it  was  to  pursue.  On  the  1 1th 
July,  the  magistrates  of  Lisbume  had  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to 
the  wish  expressed  by  the  government. 
At  that  meeting  five  magistrates  attended, 
four  of  whom  held  opinions  such  as  had 
been  stated  by  his  hon.  friend,  and  one  of 
them,  the  rev.  Mr.  Johnston,  differed  from 
them.  He  said  he  entertained  doubts,  as 
to  the  statute  referring  to  processions  at 
all ;  and  he,  therefore,  stated  to  his  bro- 
ther magistrates  that  they  should  resort  to 
every  means,  before  they  resorted  to  force,  to 
prevent  them  from  taking  place.  He  did  not 
however  refuse  to  co-operate  with  them ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  declared  his  readings  to 
assist  them  in  their  views,  at  the  same  time 
that  he  declared  his  opinion,  that  force 
ought  not  to  be  resorted  to.  Now,  he 
would  state  his  conviction,  that  no  rational 
magistrate  need  be  ashamed  to  hold  such 
Sentiments;  or  to  think  that,  before  he 
resorted  to  force,  he  was  bound  to  use 
every  other  means,  and  that  to  force  he 
should  only  apply  as  a  last  extremity. 
When  the  House  was  informed  that  this 
magistrate  was  also  a  clergyman,  and  that 
he  was,  therefore,  more  especially  bound 
to  inculcate  the  lessons  of  humanity,  and 
when  to  this  was  added,  that  at  the  period 
referred  to  he  was  in  his  seventy-eighth 
year,  the  House,  he  felt  assured,  would 
not  be  inclined  to  tax  him  with  any  want 
of  proper  vigour,  or  any  distaste  to  discharge 
his  dAty,  in  counselling  his  brother  magis- 
trates, that  they  ought  not  to  resort  to 
force  to  suppress  those  processions ;  or,  at 
least,  not  until  every  other  means  had  been 
tried,  without  effect,  to  suppress  them. 
The  next  day  was  the  12th  of  July,  and  it 
was  true  that  a  riot  did  take  place  at  Lis- 
bume, in  the  early  part  of  that  day,  but  it 
was  strenuously  denied  by  Mr.  Johnston, 
that  he  had  promulgated  the  opinion 
which  he  had  previously  given  to  the  ma- 
gistrates, and  it  was  declared  by  him  on 
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affidavit,  Aat  he  had  given  Ihat  optnion 
to  the  magistrates  alone.  He  had,  how- 
ever, been  charged  with  promulgating 
such  opinion,  and  he  could  do  no  more  than 
deny  it.  On  his  side  it  was  distinctly 
stated,  and  confirmed  by  affidavits,  that 
he  did  not  arrive  at  Lisbume  until  after 
the  riot  had  taken  place ;  and  that,  subse- 
quently to  this  riot,  and  after  he  had  been 
present,  no  material  disturbance  of  any 
kind  occurred.  On  the  receipt  of  the  ap- 
plication which  80  greatly  affected  the 
character  of  Mr.  Johnston,  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant directed  the  papers  to  be  laid  before 
the  lord  Chancellor,  who  immediately  ap- 
plied to  the  accused  party  for  an  expla- 
nation of  his  conduct.  Iliis  explanation 
contained  the  facts  now  stated.  On  re- 
ceiving Mr.  Johnston's  first  letter,  the 
lord  Chancellbr  made  no  reply;  but  that 
gentleman,  being  extremely  anxious  that 
some  decision  should  be  come  to,  wrote 
again  to  his  lordship,  and  forwarded  to 
him  additional  statements  and  affidavits. 
To  this  second  letter,  the  lord  Chancellor 
sent  the  following  answer : — **  Sir ;  I  am 
sorry  that  you  should  have  had  the  trouble 
to  write  a  second  letter,  as  your  first  was  of 
so  satisfactory  a  nature  as  to  have  rendered 
it  unnecessary.  That  first  letter  reached 
me  when  I  was  on  the  eve  of  quitting  Ire- 
land, or  it  should  have  received  a  reply. 
Assuring  you  that  I  do  not  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  censure  you  in  the  dischan^e 
of  your  magisterial  duty,  I  certainly  diner 
from  you  in  the  constmction  you  have  put 
upon  the  opinion  of  his  majesty's  law  offi- 
cers ;  for,  undoubtedly,  if  Orange  Socie- 
ties be  illegal,  any  deputation  from  a  pro- 
cession of  them  must  be  equally  illegal ; 
independently  of  the  effect  that  such  pro- 
cessions must  have  in  irritating  the  mmds 
of  many  persons,  and  the  danger  that  they 
may  lead  to  riot  and  disturtramce.''  So^ 
then,  instead  of  giving  support  to  thu  ma- 
gistrate in  the  declaration  of  his  opinion, 
here  was  the  lord  Chancellor  directly  con- 
demning it ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say  how  he  could  have  more  distinctly 
declared  that  he  differed  from  him,  than  by 
the  words  which  had  been  now  read  from 
his  letter.  If  the  gentlemen  who  placed 
the  information  in  the  hands  of  his  hon. 
friend  had  had  common  candour,  they 
would  hardly  have  instructed  him  so  com- 
pletely to  condemn  a  letter  containing 
such  a  paragraph.  Now,  it  so  happened, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  Chancellor'a 
going  to  England,  diese  papers  came  into 
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the  hands  of  the  civil  officers  of  the  Crown ; 
Had  it  was  thought,  as  there  were  such 
conflicting  statements  contained  in  them, 
that  the  letter  way  would  be,  to  lay  them 
before  the  Attorney-general — ^a  gentleman 
whom,  at  all  events,  the  hon.  member 
would  not  stigmatize  as  an  Orangeman ; 
and  the  short  note  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  re- 
ceived from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
as  foUows:— -'^I  think  the  magistrate  in 
question  has  given  such  an  explanation  of 
His  conduct,  as  must  quite  do  away  with 
any  necessity  for  his  removaL"  Sudi  was 
the  opinion  of  his  ri^ht  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  and  it  was  m  strict  accordance 
with  that  of  the  lord  Chancellor.  Mr. 
Johnston  subsequently  made  an  applica- 
tion to  the  lord-lieutenant  for  the  affida- 
vits which  had  been  made,  and  the  letters 
that  had  been  written,  relative  to  his  con- 
duct, and  containing  chaises  made  against 
him  as  a  magistrate,  in  order  that  he  might 
make  them  the  ground  of  an  inquiry  be- 
fore a  legal  tribunaL  But  the  gDvemment 
of  Ireland  had  conceived  itself  bound  to 
consider  the  effect  which  the  granting 
such  a  request  might  have  upon  the  public 
mind,  in  perpetuating  discord,  and  con- 
tinuing that  irritation  which  it  was  their 
earnest  desire  to  repress.  He  (Mr.  G.), 
therefore,  wrote  to  Mr.  Johnston  a  letter, 
in  reply  to  his  application,  stating,  that  it 
did  not  appear  to  the  lord-lieutenant  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  place  in  his  hands 
the  documents  K>r  which  he  sought,  or  to 
give  him  any  assistance,  in  bringing  the 
enbject  before  a  legal  tribunal.  Such, 
then,  was  the  state  of  this  transaction. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  explain  it  fairly 
and  openly,  and  as  he  conceived  it  to  be. 
There  was,  however,  one  point  more  on 
which  he  had  to  observe.  The  reasons 
that  induced  the  Iriiih  government  to  with- 
hold from  each  party  iSke  statements  made 
by  either,  against  those  to  which  they 
were  opposed,  would  have  the  same  effect 
DOW,  in  inducing  him  to  withhold  the  do- 
cuments for  which  the  hon.  member  had 
moved.  Their  production  could  not  pos- 
sibly do  good;  and  would  only  tend  to 
excite  that  animosity,  and  renew  those 
irritated  feelings,  which,  but  for  the  ex- 

Cctation  of  this  motion,  would  long  since 
ve  passed  away.  To  bring  them  for- 
ward would  be  only  to  rip  up  those  sores 
that  had  been  long  healed,  and  to  bring 
once  more  into  being,  those  feelings  of  bit- 
terness and  hostility,  to  suppress  which  had 
beoi  the  policy  of  the  Irtiui  government. 


Mr.  Spring  Rice  said,  he  would  put  it 
to  any  member  to  declare,  whether  the 
production  of  the  papers  that  had  been 
moved  for  could,  by  possibility,  do  more 
injury  than  had  been  done  by  the  debate. 
The  House  was  now  in  possession  of  all 
that  could  be  said,  both  on  the  one  side 
and  on  the  other;  and  the  motion  was 
merely  to  put  it  in  possession  of  documents 
on  which  it  might  hereafter  act  The  ques- 
tion at  issue  was,  whether  lord  Manners, 
in  writing  the  letter  referred  to,  was  justi- 
fied or  not  ?  in  considering  which,  it  was 
necessary  to  recollect,  that  Mr.  Johnston 
came  into  the  town  of  Lisbume,  in  his  cha- 
racter of  a  magistrate — in  his  character  of 
a  clergyman— -decorated  with  Orange  em- 
blems ;  and,  forgetting  every  thing  but  his 
passions,  lent  the  sanction  of  his  name  and 
character  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Orange- 
men there  assembled.  By  the  letter  in 
question,  lord  Manners  stood  convicted  of 
not  having  carried  the  law  into  effect. 
The  hon.  gentleman  |»oceeded  to  enforce 
the  arguments  of  the  hon.  mover;  con- 
tending, that  if  ever  there  was  a  case 
which  called  for  the  application  of  that 
power  with  which  the  lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  was  clothed,  the  present  was  that 
one.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said, 
that  the  Attorney-general  for  Ireland  had 
approved  of  the  letter  of  lord  Manners. 
But,  what  was  the  fact  ?  That  when  the 
case  was  laid  before  him,  he  merely  said, 
he  saw  no  cause  for  striking  Mr.  Johnston 
out  of  the  commission  of  the  peace.  The 
hon.  gentleman  here  pronounced  a  warm 
eulogiumupon  Mr.Brownlow,  whose  frank, 
honest,  manly,  candid,  avowal  of  fonner 
errors,  gave  the  very  best  proof  that  the 
alteration  in  his  opinions  was  sincere.  He 
had  earned  and  received  the  blessings  of 
the  independent  portion  of  his  country, 
and  had  only  taken  that  course  freely  and 
liberally,  which  othen,  less  prudent  as  well 
as  less  candid,  would  hereatter  find  them- 
selves compelled  to  adopt. 

Sir  WUiiam  Plunkett  said,  the  House 
would  feel  that  he  could  scarcely  give  a  silent 
vote  upon  the  present  occasion.  He  did 
not  agree  with  those  hon.  gentlemen  who 
treated  the  question  as  one  merely  of  fact. 
The  fair  question,  he  thought,  was  this  : 
whether  the  hon.  member  for  Armagh  had 
made  out  such  a  primd  /acte  case,  as 
called  upon  government  to  produce  the 
correspondence  referred  to ;  and  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  in  his  opinion, 
no  such  prtmi/ooe  case  was  established. 
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In  fact,  he  did  not  recollect  ever  to  have 
heard  a  complaint  brought  before  the 
House,  which  had  been  pressed  with  more 
earnestness,  or  had  been  more  destitute  of 
real  ground  to  stand  upon.  It  was  difficult 
to  collect  the  object  of  the  complaint.  He 
gave  every  credit  for  purity  of  motive  to 
the  hon.  gentleman  wno  had  introduced 
it ;  but  he  did  not  see  what  practical  ad- 
vantage was  to  be  gained  by  investigating 
the  history  of  an  insulated  transaction, 
which  was  two  years  old,  and  which 
every  body  had  forgotten.  Was  it  meant 
to  prosecute  any  of  the  parties  concerned 
in  the  quarrel  in  question?  Or  was  it 
meant  to  remove  the  magistrate,  Mr. 
Johnston,  from  his  place ;  or  to  fix  a  cen- 
sure upon  the  lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  ? 
His  belief  was,  that  the  object  desired  was 
none  of  these  ;  but  that  there  was  a  wish 
to  convince  the  House  of  the  evils  which 
the  administration  of  the  law  was  exposed 
to  in  Ireland,  in  consequence  of  the  divided 
politics  of  the  government  of  that  king- 
dom.' Then,  if  this  was  the  case,  he  had 
never  seen  a  more  complete  failure ;  for  he 
appealed  to  the  House,  whether  every  step 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  transaction 
in  question,  did  not  show  that,  however 
divided  the  members  of  the  Irish  govern- 
ment might  be  upon  other  subjects,  as  to 
that  there  had  been  among  them  the  most 
entire  accordance.  The  hon.  member  for 
Limerick  had  expressed  his  regret  that  he 
should  take  upon  himself  the  task  of  de- 
fending the  conduct  of  the  lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland.  He  had  no  doubt  that  this 
regret  was  meant  in  a  complimentary 
sense :  but  it  was  a  compliment  which  he 
could  not  accept ;  for  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  upon  the  present  transac- 
tion, as  well  as  upon  every  other  point 
connected  with  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, he  was  most  perfectly  ready  to  identify 
himself  with  that  noble  and  learned  lord. 
It  could  hardly  be  necessary,  he  hoped,  for 
him  to  defend  himself  against  every  im- 
putation of  favour  to  Orange  principles  or 
Orange  feeling.  In  office,  and  out  of 
office,  he  had  incessantly  showed  himself 
an  enemy  to  the  Orange  system,  and  had 
done  his  best  to  put  it  down.  In  his 
endeavours  to  accomplish  that  end,  he 
might,  perhaps,  be  accused  of  haste  or 
indiscretion;  but  there  were  few  who 
would  refuse  him  credit  for  having  been 
sincere  in  his  endeavours.  Therefore, 
while  he  agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend 
diat  the  great  body  of  the  Orange  party 
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was  composed  of  as  honest,  independent, 
and  worthy  men  as  any  in  Ireland,  yet  he 
thought  that  their  very  connexion  with 
that  system  poisoned  all  their  utility,  and 
neutralized  all  their  good  qualities.  Free- 
masons, Orangemen,  Ribandmen,  or  what 
not — ^the  opinions  of  the  Irish  government^ 
ever  since  he  had  been  connected  with  it, 
had  been  that  all  associations  were  preju- 
dicial to  the  well-being  of  Ireland,  and  the 
uniform  object  of  the  government  had 
been  to  put  them  down.  There  were 
many  honourable  persons  near  him,  from 
whose  general  yiews  of  policy  he  differed ; 
but  as  to  the  treating  every  aescription  of 
association,  of  whatever  character,  with 
discouragement,  there  had  never  been  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  them.  Now, 
in  the  case  of  the  transaction  immediately 
in  question,  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
the  Solicitor-general  for  Ireland,  with 
himself,  had  been  consulted,  as  to  the 
exhibition  of  processions  of  the  same  cha- 
racter with  that  of  the  12th  of  July ;  and 
they  had  at  once  been  of  opinion  that  they 
were  illegal.  The  society,  whether  it  were 
one  of  Masons  or  of  Orangemen,  being  ille- 
gal, it  followed  that  its  procession  must  be 
illegal ;  and  it  was  further  illegal,  because 
it  was  sworn  upon  affidavit,  that  it  was 
likely  to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace. 
^Then  what,  upon  the  showing  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Armagh  himself,  had  been  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Johnston  ?  Mr.  Johnston 
had  thought,  and  thought  very  weakly, 
that  because  the  word  ''procession"  did 
not  appear  in  the  act  of  parliament,  there- 
fore Uie  procession  could  not  be  illegal ; 
but  that  was  Mr.  Johnston's  opinion  only. 
The  question  now  was  not  upon  his  opi- 
nion, but  on  his  conduct  From  what  had 
been  said  by  the  hon.  member  for  Limerick, 
the  House  might  be  led  to  suppose,  that 
Mr.  Johnston  had  promulgated  this  opinion 
to  the  mob,  but  he  had  done  no  such 
thing ;  he  had  expressed  his  opinion  to  the 
magistrates,  but  to  the  mob  he  had  used 
no  advice,  but  that  they  should  at  once 
yield  to  the  law,  as  it  was  laid  down  to 
them,  and  disperse;  and  they  had,  in 
consequence,  dispersed  without  any  breach 
of  the  peace,  and  from  that  day  to  the 
present  there  had  l>een  in  Lisoume  no 
similar  procession.  The  mob  were  aware 
of  Mr.  Johnston's  opinion;  but  they 
yielded  to  his  advice;  and,  instead  of  pro- 
ducing mischief,  he  had  rendered  a  service 
to  the  country. — And  now,  what  was  the 
charge  against  lord  Manners?    It  wai, 
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that  he  bad  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  John- 
ston, in  which  he  explained  to  him  that 
he  had  been  mistaken  in  his  view  of  the 
law,  but  had  approved  of  the  conduct 
which  he  had  actually  pursued.  Why,  this 
was  exactly  the  true  state  of  the  case.  Mr. 
Johnston's  law  had  been  wrong ;  but  his 
conduct  had  been  judicious  and  considerate. 
There  was  no  congratulation  in  the  letter 
of  lord  Manners.  It  merely  said,  ''  You 
are  altogether  mistaken  in  your  view  of  the 
law,  as  to  these  processions;  but  I  am 
liappy  to  find,  from  your .  explanation  of 
your  conduct,  that  you  have  done  all  in 
your  power  to  discourage  them ;  and  that 
the  unpleasant  duty  does  not  devolve  upon 
me  of  passing  censure  upon  an  mdividual 
of  respectability."  Then,  for  the  memoran- 
dum alluded  to  as  made  by  himself.  He 
had  certainly  stated,  in  that  memorandum, 
that  he  thought  there  was  no  ground  for 
removing  the  rev.  Mr.  Johnston  from  the 
magistracy.  He  had  stated  this,  and  he 
now  added,  that  he  did  not  think  there 
was  ground  for  pronouncing  any  censure ; 
because,  while  he  had  always  done  that 
which  be  could  to  put  down  these  associa- 
tions and  processions,  still  he  was  opposed 
to  the  system  of  doing  this  violently,  and 
by  prosecutions,  which,  unless  they  were 
peremptorily  called  for,  must  do  mischief 
to  the  object  which  they  were  intended  to 
serve.  He  believed  that  the  Orange  spirit 
in  the  north  of  Ireland  was  abating,  and 
that  it  would  expire,  unless  injudicious 
measures  (and  none  could  be  more  unfor- 
tunate than  violence)  were  resorted  to, 
which  should  have  the  effect  of  provoking 
and  keeping  it  alive ;  but  for  this  reason 
it  was,  that  he  regretted  the  introduction  of 
the  inquiry  before  the  House,  as  tending 
to  revive  differences  and  ill-feelings,  long 
since  dead  in  the  minds  of  those  who  had 
originally  entertained  them.  There  was 
one  part  of  Mr.  Johnston's  conduct,  cer- 
tainly, which  he  condemned :  he  meant 
the  wearing  of  the  Orange  ribbon.  This 
had  been  made  the  subject  of  a  good  deal 
of  rhetorical  exaggeration.  It  had  been 
called  a  "coming  down  decorated  with 
Orange  emblems,"  &c.  The  short  fact 
was,  that  he  had  come  down  with  an 
Orange  ribbon  about  his  neck — a  sort  of 
decoration  which  he  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  wearing  for  years ;  but  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  to  do  so,  at  such  a  time, 
had  been  indiscreet.  Still,  Mr.  Johnston 
could  not  be  prosecuted  for  wearing  an 
Ofuige  riband.     To  have  removed  him 
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from  the  magistracy  for  doing  it,  would  not 
only  have  been  unreasonable,  but  highly 
impolitic  and  mischievous.  And  giving, 
as  he  repeated  he  did,  every  credit  to  the 
sincerity  and  pure  intention  of  his  hon. 
.friends,  the  members  for  Limerick  and 
Armagh,  he  could  not  help  doubting  whe- 
ther it  had  been  worth  wnile  to  rake  up 
this  stale  story  out  of  the  oblivion  into 
which  it  had  fallen.  He  left  this  question 
to  the  House.  The  intention  of  the  hon. 
gentlemen,  no  doubt,  was  excellent ;  but 
the  circumstances  had  all  happened  two 
years  since :  they  were  forgotten  over  and 
over  again  ;  and  the  place  in  which  they 
had  occurred  had  ever  since  been  perfectly 
tranquil.  For  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment, however,  of  Ireland,  he  must  once 
more  declare,  that  whatever  differences  of 
opinion  upon  other  subjects  might  exist 
among  its  members,  upon  every  question 
connected  with  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, there  had  always  been  among  them' 
— without  reference  to  Protestants  or 
Catholics — the  most  perfect  uniformity. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said,  he  never  expected 
to  see  the  day,  when  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  admit  an  identity  of  principle  with 
the  lord  chancellor  of  Irelana. 

Sir  W.  Plunkett  begged  pardon  for  in- 
terrupting his  right  hon.  iriend.  Every 
man  who  heard  him  knew  that,  upon  the 
great  political  question  that  divioed  the 
country,  and  upon  several  others,  his 
opinions  were,  toto  cmlo,  at  variance  with 
those  of  the  learned  lord  alluded  to ;  but, 
with  respect  to  the  administration  of  just- 
ice in  Ireland,  he  fully  identified  himself 
with  him  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Irish  government. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  he  would  repeat 
his  regret,  that,  in  the  particular  transac- 
tion then  under  discussion,  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  condescended  to  identify  him- 
self with  that  learned  lord,  who,  in  a 
question  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
magistracy  of  Ireland,  had  acted  in  the 
manner  which  had  that  night  been  de- 
scribed, and  which  could  not  be  justified. 
He  felt  proud  of  his  connexion  with  his 
right  hon.  friend ;  but  a  sense  of  public 
duty  compelled  him,  and,  were  he  his 
brother,  would  compel  him,  to  state  his 
opinion  of  his  conduct.  Instead  of  ex- 
hibiting unity  of  sentiment  and  of  action, 
the  transaction  in  question,  beyond  any 
other  that  could  be  adduced,  displayed 
the  consequences  that  resulted  from  a 
divided   government   in    Ireland.      The 
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questioii  before  the  House  was,  the  pnn 
diictioQ  of  certain  documents,  to  eoaUe 
the  House  to  judge  by  them,  whether  or 
not  the  assertions  of  the  hon.  mover  were 
borne  out,  respecting  the  lord  chancellor 
of  Ireland.    His  right  hon.  friend  had 
said,  that,   on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
Mr.  Johnston  had  come    into  Lisbume 
with  an  orange  ribbon  in  his  breast  as 
usual.    But  it  had  been  sworn,  that  Mr. 
Johnston  had  worn  a  broad  orange  sash. 
Was  that  usual  with  him?   His  right  hon. 
friend  had  also  said,  that  Mr.  Johnstcm 
had  expressed  his  opinion  respecting  the 
act  of  parliament  to  his  brotoer  magis- 
trates.   Did   he  confine  his  delivery  of 
that  opinion  to  them  ?    The  fact  of  con* 
flicting  statements  as  to  the  contents  of 
the  documents  called  for,  was,  of  itself, 
sufiicient  to  induce  the  House  to  grant 
them,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  judge 
which  set  of  statements  was  correct.    He 
could  not  agree  with  his  right  hon.  friend, 
that  Orange  processions  in  Ireland  wese 
rapidly  decaying,  and  would  be  soon  ex« 
tinct    His  hon*   friend  (Mr.   S.    Rice), 
could  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  that 
during  the  last  vear  those  processions  had 
notb^n  less  uequent  than  in  the  year 
preoeding,  when  the  procession  connected 
with  the  motion  before  the  House  had 
taken  pku^e.    Whilst  upon  that  subject, 
he  would  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  what  was  stated  in  the  year  1811,  when 
the  right  hon.  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Control  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  the  Orange  Societies  in  Ire- 
land*   Upon  that  occasion,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  A&irs,  and  several 
other  right  hon.  and  hon.  members,  had 
said,  that  if  parliament  did  not  interfere 
with  those  Associations  they  would  decay 
of  themselves.    What  had  been  the  re- 
sult?   That,  in  the  year  1824  or  1835,  a 
bill  was  brought  into   parliament,   em- 
bracing, among  other  objects,  the  suppres- 
sion of  those  associations ;  and,  upon  the 
former  occasion,  he  well  recollected  the 
statement  of  the  noble  lord  now  no  more, 
that  he  was  convinced,  when  the  legisla- 
ture evprened  its  disapprobation  of  such 
associations,  t^e  good  sense  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  would  suggest  to  them  the  pro- 
priety of  not  indulging  in  processions  of 
an  irritating  and  exulting  nature ;  but  the 
result  proved  how  much  that  noble  lord 
mistook  the  feelings  of  the  mdividuals 
composing  those  associatimis.    It  appear-* 
ed  to  hi|n|  that  when,  b  support  or  the 
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motion,   certain  statements  were  made, 
when  those  statements  were  met  bv  direct 
contradictions,  and  when  those  who  gave 
the  contradictions  opposed  the  produc- 
tion of  documents,  which  would  at  once 
convince  the  House  on  which  side  the 
truth  lay,  it  must  be  taken  for  granted, 
that  the  parties  who  opposed  the  motion^ 
were  afraul  to  appeal  to  those  documents. 
Mr.  Secretary  Peel  said,  he  should  con* 
fine  his  observations  to  the  single  questioa 
before  the  House;   namelv,  whether  any 
parliamentary  grounds  haa  been  adduced 
for  the  production  of  the  papers.     He 
would  not  follow  the  example  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  occupied  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  during  which  his  speech 
lasted  with  debating  Uie  Catholic  ques* 
tion.    When  called  upon  to  pass  an  opin- 
ion upon  high  public  authorities,  he  was 
sure  that  the  House  wouU  not  mix  up 
with  that  the  question  of  the   Roman 
Catholic    claims.    Though    he   did   not 
believe  the  hon.  gentleman  had  introduced 
this  topic  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
the  House  upon  the  present  (|uestion,  he 
must  say  that  he  thought  the  mtroduction 
of  it  at  all  any  thing  but  fair.    The  right 
hon.  baronet  had  said,  that  the  confliet«> 
ing  statements  which  had  been  made  were 
a  sufficient  ground  for  the  production  of 
these  papers.    He  could  not  admit  the 
extent  of  the  right  hon.  baronet's  reason- 
ing.   He  thought  that  the  question  upon 
which  the  House  had  to  decide  was  this-~ 
Had  such  a  prinUl  facie  case  been  made 
out,  as  to  satisfy  the  House  that  further 
investigation  was  necessary  ?    For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  that  there  never  was  a 
case  to  which  less  suspicion  attached.   He 
thought  he  should  argue   the   question 
fairly  and  properly,  if  he  took  this  view  of 
it — that  a  mag^trate  had  or  had    not 
acted  improperly,  and  that  the  chancellor 
of  Ireland  had  or  had  not  supported  and 
encouraged  him  in  his  improper  condqcL 
First,  however,  he  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  he  heartily  wished  all  these  associa- 
tions were  at  an  end.    He  believed  thai 
they  were  dying  away ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
that  if  the  processions  were  done  away 
with,  it  would  be  better  for  the  peace,  the 
tranquiUi^,  and  the  happiness  of  Ireland. 
Any  opinion,  therefore,  which  he  might 
hold — any  of  the  strong  opinions  which 
he  was  known   to   entertam   respectinf^ 
Catholic  emancipation^^x>uld  not  fairly 
be  supposed  to  mfluence  him  upon  the 
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present  question.  If  be  were  a  primte 
gentleman  in  Ireland,  he  declared  to  God 
that  he  woald,  by  his  influence,  by  his 
example,  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
endei^vour  to  put  down  these  associations 
and  processions.  With  respect  to  the 
question  before  the  House,  they  were  now 
culM  upon  to  investigate  circumstances 
which  had  happened  two  years  ago.  He 
held  in  his  hand  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Johnston,  respecting  these  circumstances, 
and  his  motives.  The  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  appeared,  by  hb  cheers,  to  ask, 
my  he  did  not  produce  it.  lie  would 
tell  the  House  why  he  would  not — ^because 
it  implicated  other  persons-^-because  Lis- 
bume  had  been  in  quietness  ever  since — 
and  because  these  circumstances  had  been 
for  some  time  past  buried  in  oblivion. 
Why,  then,  should  he  renew  Uie  disturb- 
ances even  in  recollection?  It  appeared 
that  a  complaint  had  been  made  to  the 
lord  Chancellor  respecting  Mr.  Johnston, 
and  the  latter  was  immediately  called 
upon  for  an  explanation.  The  outline  of 
thisgentleman's  statement  was  as  follows : — 
He  was  an  old  clergyman,  seventy-eight 
years  of  age,  and  had  no  intention  what- 
ever of  interfering,  when  the  circumstances 
complained  of  took  place.  He  was,  how- 
ever, csdled  upon  by  a  police  magistrate, 
who  entreated  him  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  magistrates.  He  went  there,  and 
found  tibem  debating  how  thev  should 
bdiave  on  the  foUowmg  day,  which  was 
the  anntversarv  of  the  battle  of  the  Boyne 
— a  day  which  it  had  always  been  cus- 
tomary to  celebrate  by  processions.  He 
was  told,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney and  Solicitor  General,  these  proces- 
sions were  illeeal;  but  upon  looking  over 
the  act  of  parliament  he  did  not  find  the 
word  *'  processions''  in  it,  and  he  there- 
fore gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  act 
did  not  include  processions.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  he  strongly  recommended 
them,  as  a  friend,  not  to  use  force.  He 
denied  that  either  directly  or  indirectly  he 
took  any  part  in  the  proceedings ;  and 
though  he  took  a  different  view  of  the 
law  from  the  Crown-lawyers,  yet,  as  a 
friend,  he  advised  them  to  disperse  peace- 
ably. It  was  true  that  he  enter^  the 
town  with  an  orange  ribbon,  and  certainly 
he  would  have  been  better  advised  if  he 
had  left  this  distinguishing  badge  at  home. 
Mr.  Johnston,  however,  stated,  that  he 
thought  he  should  have  more  influence 
the  Orange  purtyi  if  he  wore  the  in- 


signia wfaidi  proclaimed  him  their  friend, 
and  appeared  with  a  badge  which  he  had 
worn  on  that^  day  for  nearly  forty  years. 
He  thought  this  a  fair  and  honest  decla- 
ration; but,  at  the  same  time,  he  would 
repeat,  that,  in  his  opinion,  Mr.  Johnston, 
as  a  magistrate,  did  not  act  judiciously  in 
appearing  with  this  distinguishing  mark. 
This  statement  had   been  sent  by  Mr. 
Johnston  to  lord  Manners,  and  he  received 
no  answer  to  it ;  it  being  the  custom  of 
his  lordship,  when  he  received  a  vindica^ 
tion  which  he  thought  satis&ctory,  not  to 
return  any  answer  to  it,  but  to  let  the 
matter  rest.    Mr.  Johnston,  however,  was 
uneasy  at  receiving  no  answer,  and  wrote 
to  lord  Manners,  who  replied,  that  though 
he  differed  entirely  with  him  as  to  & 
law,  he  was  glad  that  he  had  been  able  to 
send  him    so  satisfactory  a  vindication. 
Could  this   be    called  encouraging  Mr. 
Johnston  in  his  conduct,  when  the,  Chan- 
cellor  expressly  told  him,  that  the  view 
which  he  had  taken  of  the  law  was  wrong  ? 
He  thought  this  a  fair  statement  of  Uie 
case,  and,  if  it  was,  he  would  ask  if  any 
parliamentary  grounds  had  been  made  out 
m  favour  of  the  motion  ?    If,  alter  a  lapse 
of  two  yearsi  no  worse  case  had  occurred 
— if  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  brought 
forward  the  motion  had  not  been  able  to 
adduce  any  thing  of  a  more  aggravated 
nature — was  it  wise  to  revive  this  circum* 
stance  ?    Was  it  not  fair  to  infer  that  oc- 
currences of  this  nature  had  been  made 
to  wear  away  by  good  example  ?    When 
these  occurrences  took  place,  it  must  be 
recollected,    that  the  act  which  forbad 
them  had  only  just  passed.    If  it  had 
happened  lately,  the  matter  would  have 
worn  a  very  different  aspect.    It  must  be 
recollected,  that  the  person  in  Question 
was  a  very  old  gentleman ;  that  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  these  things 
done  all  his  lifetime,  and  at  times  wh^ 
exhibitions  of  this  nature  were  not  looked 
upon  in  the  way  in  which  they  had  sub- 
sequently been  viewed.    Some  allowance 
must  be  made  for  circumstances  and  ex- 
ample; and  a  little  consideration  shouU 
be  had  for  adherence  to  former  opinions. 
He  entreated  his  hon.  friend  (for  he  must 
allow  him  to  call  him  so)  to  recollect,  that 
this  circumstance  took  place  in  July  1825, 
and  that  in  the  March  preceding,  his  hod. 
friend  had  presented  the  petition  from  the 
Orangemen,  which  prayed  an  inquiry  into 
the  institution,  objects,  signs,  oaths,  and 
pass-words  of  the  Orange  lodgjss  in  Ire- 
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land,  and  stated  that  the  Orangemen  were 
most  anxious  for  inquiry.  He  (Mr.  Peel) 
had  taken  a  part  in  the  debates  of  1825, 
and  he  then  held  precisely  the  same  lan- 
guage which  he  held  now,  and  said  that 
nothing  could  compensate  for  the  exist- 
ence of  these  associations.  He  never 
could  agree  to  the  production  of  papers 
which  would  inculpate  parties  who  had  no 
disposition  whatever  to  violate  the  law ; 
and,  under  these  cireumstsLnces,  he  should 
decidedly  oppose  the  motion. 

Dr.  Lushington  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  pronmlgated  the  doctrine, 
that  the  best  way  to  judge  of  Mr.  John- 
ston's motives,  was  to  refer  to  that  gentle- 
man's own  statement.  For  his  part,  how- 
ever, he  thought  the  facts  of  the  case 
would  be  a  much  surer  guide  to  this 
point.  The  state  of  it  was  this:  there 
were  the  opinions  of  the  two  legal  officers 
of  the  Crown  upon  a  certain  point  of  law ; 
and  the  rev.  Mr.  Johnston,  a'  person  alto- 
gether unacquainted  with  the  law,  thought 
proper  to  differ  from  them, '  and  to  act 
upon  his  own  opinion.  It  was  stated,  that 
one  of  the  parties,  which  formed  these 
processions,  marched  under  his  immediate 
guidance  and  direction ;  and,  if  this  were 
true,  he  thought  that  the  person  who  had 
so  prostituted  justice  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  the  commission. 

The  House  divided:  For  the  motion 
69 ;  Against  it  124 :  Majority  against  the 
motion  55, 

List  of  the  Minority, 
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Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Althorp,  lord . 
Baring,  A. 
Baring,  F. 
Bentinck,  lord  W. 
Buxton,  T.  F. 
Calcraft,  J. 
Clifton,  lord 
Colbome,  Ridley 
Davies,  colonel 
Dawson,  A. 
Denison,  W. 
Du  Cane,  Peter 
Easthope,  J. 
EbringtOD,  lord 
Fazakerley,  N. 
FerguMon,  sir  R. 
FiUgerald,John 
Fortescae,  hon.  G. 
Gordon,  Robert 
Graham,  sir  J. 
GratUn,  H. 
Giattan,  J. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Ueatbcote,  G. 


Heneage,  G.  F. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Honywood,  P. 
Howard,  hon.  H. 
Howick,  lord 
Hume,  J. 
Hutchinson,  H. 
Jephson,  O. 
Kemp,  T.  R. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
King,  hon.  R. 
Labouchere,  H. 
L«mbe,  £. 
Lushington,  Dr. 
Maberly,  W.  L, 
Macdonald,  sir  J. 
Maijoribanks,  S. 
Martin,  R. 
Marshall,  W. 
Maule^  hon.  W. 
Monck,  J.  B. 
Morpeth,  lord 
Nugent,  lord 
O'Brien,  Lucius 
Pamelly  sir  U. 


Ponsonby,  hon.  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 
Robarts,  A.  W. 
Robinson,  G. 
Russell,  lord  J. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Rumbold,  C. 
Smith,  W. 
Stanley,  hon.  £. 
Stuart,  Villiers 


Sykes,  D. 
Tomes,  J. 

Tieraey,  right  hon.  G« 
Warburton,  H. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wood,  alderman 
Wood,  Charles 

TELLERS. 

Brownlow,  C. 
Rice,  T.  S. 
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Friday y  March  30. 

Fees  on  Private  Bills.]  The  Eail 
of  Hardwicke  presented  a  Petition  from 
himself  and  several  other  proprietors  of 
land,  in  the  Bedford  Level,  complaining 
of  the  great  expense  of  passing  Private 
Bills,  and  praying  their  lordships  to  insti* 
tute  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter. The  petition  was  presented  in  conse- 
quence of  a  bill  then  on  its  way  through 
parliament  for  underdraining  the  South 
Level.  It  was  of  some  importance,  that 
undertakings  of  such  a  description,  which 
materially  benefitted  the  community,  should 
not  be  exposed  to  any .  unnecessary  ex- 
pense. In  this  case  the  petitioners  com- 
plained, not  merely  of  the  amount  of  the 
fees  levied,  but  of  the  uncertainty  of  what 
that  amount  would  be.  On  this  bill  there 
were  no  less  than  fourteen  sets  of  fees  to 
be  paid;  so  that  the  parties  could  not 
know  what  the  expense  would  be.  In  his 
opinion,  such  things  ought  to  be  a  matter 
of  notoriety,  so  that  persons  bringing  a 
private  bill  into  parliament,  should  be  cer- 
tain beforehand  what  it  would  cost.  In  a 
case  which  recently  occurred  to  the  bishop 
of  Exeter,  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to 
improve  the  cathedral,  to  pull  down  some 
houses,  and  the  act  of  parliament  enabling 
the  dean  and  chapter  to  purchase  the 
houses  to  be  pulled  down  cost  more  than 
the  property  was  worth.  It  had  been 
stated  by  a  noble  lord,  that  the  expense  of 
passing  private  bills  had  been  much  in- 
creased by  the  practice  of  appointii^ 
agents;  but  this  he  did  not  believe  was 
the  case.  The  agents  saved  the  parties  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  and  transacted  that 
business  by  correspondence,  which  persona 
must  otherwise  come  from  a  great  distance 
to  transact. — ^The  noble  earl  concluded  by 
moving  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee, to  inquire  into  the  subject,  which  was 
ordered,  and  the  committee  appointed* 

Appeals  from  Ikdia.]    The  Marquis 
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oC  Lamdown  rose,  in  pursuance  of  the  no- 
tice which  he  had  given,  to  call  their  lord- 
ships' attention  to  the  subject  of  Appeals 
fipom  India«     He  proposed  by  his  motion 
to  put  their  lordships  in  possession,  by  the 
information  it  would  cause  to  be  laid  on 
their  table,  of  some  circumstances  which 
would  show  them  that  a  great  practical 
grievance  was  suffered  by  that  portion  of 
nu   majesty's   subjects   who   constituted 
that  distant  part    of  the    empire.    He 
hoped   their    lordships  would  think    no 
apology  necessary  from  him  for  bringing 
before  them  a  question,  concerning  which 
he  did  not  pretend  to  have  any  local  in- 
formation ;  but  it  must  happen,  while  the 
government  of  coantries  of  vast  extent, 
and  at  a  great  distance,  was  under  our 
sway,  that  such  questions  should  come 
before  their  lordships,  and  it  was  their 
duty  to  collect  as  much  information  as 
possible  on  all  questions  in  which  the  wel- 
fare, the  happiness   and,  above  all,  the 
administration  of  justice  in  that  distant 
country  was  concerned.     He  did  not  mean 
to  say  from  what  cause  the  difficulty  had 
arisen ;  but  the  fact  would  be  proved  to 
their  lordships  by  the  papers,  for  which 
he  meant  to  move.    Ever  since  the  year 
1773,  when,  by  the  act  of  parliament  for 
regulating  Uie  judicature  in  India,   the 
dutv  had  been  cast  on  the  privy  council, 
of  hearing  and  deciding  appeals,  a  large 
number  of  them  lay,  not  merelv  not  de- 
cided, but  on  which  no  proceedings  had 
taken  place  at  all.    The  number  of  these 
appeals,  from  one  court,    amounted  to 
forty  or  fifty,  on  which  no  proceedings 
whatever  had  taken  place.    In  one  in- 
stance, there  was  an  example  of  appeal, 
in  which  the  property  of  the  whole  Zemin- 
dary  of  Ramnad  was  concerned;  which 
was  an  extensive  district,  containing  many 
square  miles,  and  many  thousand  inhabit- 
ants ;  and,  during  the  time  the  appeal  was 
pending,  on  which  no  proceedings  had 
taken  place,  no  man  could  tell  what  were 
hisri^kts  in  the  district,  and  the  people 
were  ignorant  to  whom  they  ought  to  pay 
their  lents.   ^He  did  not  mean  to  impute 
blame  to  any  person,  or  to  say  that  these 
causes  had  been  put  off  or  delayed  by  any 
one  man's  conduct ;  because  he  was  in- 
duced to  suppose  that  the  machinery  was 
defective  by  which  appeals  were  sent  from 
India  to  England,  so  that  they  were  not 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
privy  council.    No  man  who  knew  the 
Teal  and  ability  of  his  noble  friend,  the 


president  of  the  privy  council — none  of 
thir  lordships,  who  had  acted  with  him  on 
committees,  and  were  aware  of  his  manner 
of  managing  business  in  th6m,  or  in  that 
House — could  for  one   moment  suspect 
that  he  was  to  blame  for  this  delay.    But 
it  did  appear  that  there  existed  a  great 
practical  grievance — ^a  great  delay  in  get* 
ting  those  appeals  brought  to  a  hearing<-^ 
which  defeated  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature, when  it  cast  on  the  privy  council 
the  duty  of  hearing  and  determining  these  . 
appeals.    The  consequences  of  these  de- 
lays were  most  injurious.     As  long  as  liti* 
gious  suitors  in  India  knew  that  they  had 
a  power,  by  lodging  an  appeal,  of  keeping 
a  cause  suspended  for  years,  it  was  a 
temptation  to  them  to  do  so^  as  they  were 
sure  of  deriving  a  fraudulent  benefit  from 
their  injustice ;  when,  if  they  knew  from 
authority,    that  such  appeals  would  be 
heard  and  decided,  they  would  never  bring 
them.     As  the  number  of  those  appeals 
increased,  which  came  from  courts  in  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  country,  their  effects  ex- 
tended over  more  individuals,   and  pro- 
duced greater  mischief.     He  knew  it  would 
be  said,  that  the  delay  was  caused  by  no 
agents  being  appointed ;  and  this  was,  he 
believed,  the  case;    but,  unless  the  ma* 
chinery  was  provided  for  bringing  these 
appeals  before  the  privy  council,  it  must 
be  difficult  for  the  native  suitor,  who  em- 
ployed fakeels  as  his  agents,  to  find  the 
means  of  following  up  his  suit.    He  did 
not  know  exactly  what  that  machinery 
ought  to  be,  whether  there  should  be  an 
officer  appointed  here  to  bring  forward  the 
appeals,  or  whether  any  o&er  measure 
should  be  adopted.     The  fakeels,  who 
conducted  business  before  the    supreme 
court,  might  be  competent  to  manage  the 
business  here;  but  many  appeals  came 
from  provincial  courts,  and  in  them  the 
suitors  were  destitute  of  all  means  of  bring- 
ing their  cause  under  the  consideration  of 
the  council.   Itwas  necessary  to  recollect, 
that  some  of  these  appeals  came  from 
persons  immediately  connected  with  the 
government  of  India:  they  were  trans- 
mitted, some  to  the  India  House,  and 
some  to  the  Board  of  Control ;   but,   in 
many  cases,  they  came  from  persons  who 
were  accustomed  to  lay  their  statements 
before  one  or  other  of  these  bodies,  and, 
after  sending  in  a  roll  of  paper,  to  wait  in 
silence,  and  without  impatience,  for  a  de- 
termination.   From  whatever  cause  the 
difficulty  arose,  it  was  due  to  the  people 
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of  that  cottnlry  to  endeaTOiir  to  retnedy 
it  •  If  it  arose  from  the  constitijitioii  of 
^e  priry  ceuncily  the  members  of  which 
ndf  ht  find  some  difficttity  in  determining 
questions  arising  from  a  dispute  concem- 
iag  rights  which  had  to  be  determined  by 
the  hiws  of  India,  an  obvions  remedy  ought 
to  be  found,  by  calling  to  the  assistance 
of  the  privy  council  some  of  those  respect- 
able individuals  who  had  filled  high  judi* 
cial  situations  in  India,  who  now  enjoyed 
pensions  for  their  services,  and  who  mi^t 
give  this  assistance  for  those  persons,  and 
which  he  was  sure  they  would  be  most 
willing  to  give.  He  did  not  say  whether 
Aey  would  be  employed  as  assessors,  or 
vrtiether  his  majesty  should  be  advised  to 
place  some  of  them  in  the  privy  council. 
u  the  difficulty  arose  from  counsel,  there 
oouM  be  no  diffioulty  in  finding  a  remedy 
ion  it.  If  it  began  at  the  other  end  of 
the  proceedings— -if  it  arose  from  a  diffi- 
culty of  preparing  and  transmitting  ap- 
peals, ana  bringing  them  before  the  privy 
ooimcil,  some  provisiwi  diould  be  made 
to  facilitate  the  bringing  them  before  the 
comcil,  so  that  they  might  be  speedily 
deeided.  At  present,  from  whatever  cause 
it  arose,  the  appeals  could  not  be  prose- 
outed  to  a  conclusion,  and  the  delay 
amounted  to  a  denial  of  justice.  Many  of 
these  appeals  had  been  lying  over  ten, 
twelve,  and  twenty  years.  They  came 
firom  different  parts  of  India,  and  left 
numberless  questions  connected  with  pro- 
perty in  an  unsettled  state.  The  noble 
marquis  concluded  by  moving  for  a  return 
ti  all  cases  of  appeal  which  had  been 
transmitted  from  various  courts  in  India, 
since  the  year  1800  ;  and  from  Ceylon, 
the  Isle  of  France,  and  our  other  Eastern 
dependencies,  since  they  had  been  in  our 
possession,  stating  how  they  had  been  dis- 
posed of.  It  had  been  his  intention,  he 
said,  to  have  moved  for  the  return  from 
India  since  1773;  but  on  finding  that, 
previousV>l  800,  the  communications  on  this 
subject  had  not  been  made  regular,  he  had 
extended  his  motion  only  to  the  year  1800. 
The  Earl  of  Harrowlnf  said,  he  did  not 
sise  to  oppose  the  motion,  to  which  he 
could  have  no  objection  under  any  ctr- 
eumstaaces.  His  noble  friend,  who  had 
insquently  caUed  their  lordships' attention 
to  many  important  ambjects,  had  undonbt^ 
edly  a  right  to  oaD  their  attention  to  this  ; 
and  had  he  even  done  it  m  a  manner  dif- 
ferent Urom  what  he.  had,  no  feeling  of 
•oieness  coidd  have  arisen  in  his  nund. 
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But  Uie  manner  in  which  his  noble  friend 
had  brought  forward  the  subject  was  cal- 
culated to  do  away  any  unpleasant  feel* 
ing,  were  it  possible,  which  it  was  not^ 
that  any  could  exist.  His  principal  object 
in  rising  was  to  make  one  or  two  explana* 
tions,  Uiat  it  might  not  be  supposed  that 
the  privy  council  was  the  cause  of  the 
delay  which  existed.  Their  lordahipa 
were  aware  that  the  privy  council  was  a 
court  of  justice,  an^  like  other  courts, 
could  take  no  cognizance  of  causes  unless 
they  were  regulaiiy  brought  before  it  It 
could  not  hear  those  appeals,  unless  the 
parties  were  present,  or  some  agent  for 
them.  But  when  the  appeals  were  entered 
and  foUow€4  up  by  the  agents,  they  were 
heard  to  an  end,  and  were  not  delayed* 
For  what  passed  before  the  cause  came 
before  the  court,  or  before  one  of  the 
parties  made  an  application  to  it,   the 

?rivy  council  could  not  be  responsibleb 
(e  believed  his  noble  friend  was  mis- 
informed, howe^r,  as  to  the  number  of 
the  appeals  which  were  undecided.  He 
thougnt  the  number  of  appeals,  once 
1800,  had  not  exceeded  nine;  and,  except 
in  one  instance,  no  step  had  been  taken, 
no  agent  had  been  appointed,  and  ne 
means  adopted  for  carrying  them  on. 
Their  lordships  would  see,  that  n^rely 
sending  a  petition  did  not  enable  the  privy 
council  to  proceed.  Surely  the  counsel 
who  advised  the  appeal  from  India,  should 
have  sufficient  experience  to  know,  thai 
unless  there  was  an  agent  here  to  be  an* 
swerable  for  the  fees,  which  went  to  the 
public,  and  to  employ  counsel,  the  appeal 
could  not  come  before  the  privy  council* 
It  could  take  no  notice  of  it  whatever. 
As  far  as  the  privy  council  was  coocenied, 
he  could  say,  that  whenever  causes  were 
brought  before  it,  there  was  no  unneces- 
sary delay.  There  were  at  present  only 
four  causes  ready  for  hearing.  As  to  the 
privy  council  not  being  properly  ccmsti- 
tutea  as  a  court,  and  as  to  his  noble 
friend's  suggestion  to  have  assessors, 
the  council  had  questions  to  decide  of 
Dutch  law,  of  French  law,  of  Spanish 
kw,  and  of  the  law  of  every  peo(rie  from 
whom  we  had  ever  taken  a  colony,  and  he 
had  not  heard  any  oomphunts  made  by 
the  learned  and  able  persons  who  sat  in 
the  privy  council,  that  they  could  not  wi<- 
derstand  those  laws.  He  was  persuaded 
that  th^  did  not  find  a  greater  difficult 
in  deciding  such  questions,  than  their 
lordships  had  in  deciding  questions  of 
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Scotch  law.  He  believed^  alto,  that,  by 
the  assistance  of  counsel,  qnesUons  of 
Rindoo  or  Mahomedan  law  might  be  de- 
cided in  the  prhry  council.  It  appeared 
to  him,  theiefoie,  prematuie  to  suggest  an 
alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  court. 
He  had  not  the  least  objection  to  produce 
Ike  papers,  though  he  must  say,  that  no 
jprimd  facie  case  had  been  made  out  for 
imputing  delay  to  the  privy  council. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday 9  March  30. 

STATlOFTHBADMIKiaT&ATIOK.]  The 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  mored,  that 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  be 
brought  up.    On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  he  wished  to  suggest 
to  the  House  the  propriety  of  postponing 
this  Yote  of  supply  tiE  the  ust  day  of 
April.  He  haa  two  objections  to  the 
¥Ote :  one  was  the  large  amount  of  it ; 
the  other  arose  from  the  existing  state  of 
public  affidrs.  As  some  gentlemen  might 
not  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  vote 
proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

Sier,  he  must  trespass  for  a  riiort  time  on 
e  patience  of  the  House,  whilst  he  gai^ 
a  brief  explanation  of  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding in  such  cases.  The  elder  mem- 
bers were  aware  that  about  five  and  twenty 
years  ago,  a  question  had  been  agitated 
m  the  House  respecting  the  arrears  of  the 
civil  list  for  sometime  previous.  These 
arrears  occasioned  the  attention  of  parlia- 
ment to  be  directed  to  a  consideration  of 
some  remedy  for  the  evil,  and  the  means 
of  pieventing  a  recurrence  of  it  Inl8I5, 
an  act  came  into  operation,  by  which  the 
civil  list  got  rid  of  a  great  number  of  pay- 
ments by  which  the  arrears  had  been  occa- 
sioned. These  had  amounted  to  a  laiige 
sum  in  the  years  immediately  previous  to 
1815.  This  formed  the  estimate  of  the 
outgoings  of  the  civil  list ;  and  it  became 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  prevent  an  im- 
proper application  of  the  public  money  so 
granted.  The  mode  of  proceeding  was 
lor  the  ministers  to  present  an  estimate  of 
what  was  necessary,  and  next  year  to  pro- 
duce a  statement,  to  show  what  had  been 
done  with  the  money  voted  upon  it.  This 
year  the  statement  was  296,0001.  The 
estimate  was  300,000/.  to  meet  the  coming 
expenses  of  the  current  year.  It  was  im-* 
possible  to  imagine  a  grant  which  was 
•ioreagrant  of  confidence  than  *this.  His 


chief  objection  was,  that  it  was  a  nant 
of  confidence ;  md  confidence  in  whomf 
He  wished  to  ^press  himself  in  a  manne? 
entirely  free  from  disrespect  towards  any 
person  in  the  House ;  but  before  he  con-* 
sented  to  grant  a  sum  of  300,000Z.,  he 
must  know  to  whom  it  was  to  be  granted^ 
and  who  were  to  be  responsible  for  the 
proper  application  of  it  [hear]i  With  re-* 
spect  to  the  grant  itself,  these  was- a  great 
deal  to  be  said,  if  this  were  the  proper 
time  to  say  it ;  but,  unless  he  could  succeed 
in  prevailmg  upon  the  House  to  defer  the 
consideration  of  the  vote,  it  would  be  a 
waste  of  time  to  detail  his  objections.  He 
would  just  observe,  however,  that  the  sum 
for  diplomatic  services  this  year  was  not 
much  less  than  370,000/.  In  stating  the 
enormity  of  this  sum,  the^  House  would 
s^ree,  that  the  subject  was  worthy  tho 
attention  of  parliament.  This  sum  watf 
greater  than  that  of  last  year,  and  infiniteiy 
greater  than  the  average  of  1791,  1792^ 
and  1793.  The  estimate  for  1803  and 
1804,  including  all  extraordinaries,  was 
150,000f. ;  so  that  the  present  was  nour 
mote  than  double.  He  aid  not  find  fonlt 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer* 
The  rieht  hon  gentleman,  he  admitted. 
Only  followed  the  steps  of  his  predecessors.^ 
Neither  did  he  find  the  least  fault  witk 
die  diplomatic  persons  themselves;  but 
such  a  gross  disproportion  between  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  and  the  ex- 
penditure, called  for  the  attention  of 
parliament.  He  knew  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  say,  **  I  will  explaia 
every  item  ;^  but  that  was  not  a  very 
satisfactory  mode  of  proceeding  either  to 
the  country,  to  the  House,  nor  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  himself:  because 
there  were  many  things  which  he  might 
have  a  strong  disposition  to  do,  but  whidi 
it  was  not  by  any  means  requisite  should 
be  done.  Mow,  there  was  the  sum  of 
23,O0OZ.  for  snuff-boxes,  which  seemed 
an  unnecessary  expense ;  but  it  ifould  be 
placing  himself  in  an  unpleasant  situation 
with  regard  to  fore%ners,  if  the  right  hon« 

Bmtleman  refused  to  give  diem ;  but  if  die 
ottse  refused  lo  furauh  the  means  an 
excuse  was  provided  for  him.  Thespeeial 
missions  were  another  sooroe  of  on-' 
necessary  expenditure.  The  missionv 
of  the  dukes  of  Devonsbire  and  Noitk* 
umberland  had  produced  not  only  m 
heavy  cost  to  the  country,  but  an  enor- 
mous expense  to  themselves.  AH  that  die 
ministers   required   of  these  illustriooa 
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personages  was,  that  they  should  support 
m  splendor   the  honour  of  the  country ; 
and  no  one  could  carry  that  support  of  the 
country's  honour  to  a  higher  pitch  than 
they.     He  did  not  dispute  the  sums  given 
and.  expended  on  these  missions ;  but  he 
doubted  the  propriety  of  such  missions  at 
all.     Why  should  it  be  necessary  for  one 
crowned  head  to  send  an  expensive  mis- 
sion of  compliment  to  another  ?    Many  of 
these  items  were  extremely  high.     It  viras 
utterly  incomprehensible  to  him  how  such 
an  enormous  difference  between  the  esti- 
mates for  the  present  and  past  years  which 
he  had  stated,  could  arise.    There  was 
no  .fault  in  the  foreign  ministers,  who 
supported  in  splendor  the  country's  cha- 
racter ;  but  when  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  were  considered,  he  thought  un- 
necessary splendor    should  be  dispensed 
with.    The  nobleman  now  at  the  court  of 
France  might  represent  the  king  at  less 
than  half  the  expense  of  a  mission,  which 
was  eaten  up  by  the  Frenchmen  dependent 
upon  .  it.      Then  the  consequence  was, 
that  persons  of  small  fortunes  were  shut 
out  from  such  missions.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  then  reverted  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  and  repeated  that 
this  was  a  vote  of  confidence  in  ministers ; 
and  it  was  impossible  for  the  House  to 
know  in  whom  that  confidence  was  to  be 
reposed.  There  had  been  great  forbearance 
displayed  upon  that  point  on  his  side  of 
the    House,    considering    the    language 
which  had  been  used  out  of  doors,  and 
the  anxiety  of  the  public  to  see  a  termi- 
nation of  the  present  unsettled  state  of 
things.     Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
House  had  not  only  shown  a  degree  of 
forbearance  with  regard  to  this  question, 
which  he  almost  considered  to  be  blamea- 
ble,  but  had  also  abstained  from  checking 
a  number  of  votes,  which,  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  country,  he  conceived 
ought  not  to  be  granted.    From  the  un- 
willingness of  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
House  to  do  any  thing  which  could  em- 
barrass the  government,  or  impede  the 
passing  of  the  supplies  which  were  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  public  service,  every 
thing  which    government    required    had 
been  granted,  just  as  if  there  had  been  an 
entire  admmistration.    The  time,  however, 
was  now  come,  in  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
the .  House  to  show  some  signs  of  life. 
The  country  expected  that  it  would  at 
length  exert  its  energies^  as  it  was  a  mere 
mockery  to  talk  any  longer  about  delicacy 
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and  forbearance.    No  one  could  be  more 
inclined  than  he  was  to  evince  the  utmost 
liberality  towards  the   noble  lord  whose 
unfortunate  illness  they  all  deplored ;  and 
if   any  man.  would     get    up,    and  say 
that  there  was  any  chance  oif  the  noble 
lord's  recovering  from  it,  so  far  as  to  be 
again  competent  to  the  toils  of  office,  he> 
would  sit  down  immediately,  and  not  say 
another  word  on  the  subject.      Though 
he  had  not  the  honour  of  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  noble  lord's  family 
and  connexions,  he  believed  he  was  not 
misinforming  the   House,  when  he  said 
that  there  was  no  such  chance.     He  wa» 
told,   that  though   the    noble  lord's  life 
might  be  still  spared  to  his  family  and 
friends,  it  was  absurd  to  hope  that  he 
would  be  restored  to  any  more  than  his. 
family  and  friends.     He,  therefore,,  con- 
sidered lord  Liverpool,  as  a  public  servant, 
already  extinct;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that,  if  the  noble  lord  were  now  asked, 
whether  he  wished  to  remain  any  longer 
in  office,  and  were  in  a  condition  to  give 
an  answer  to  that  question,  he  would  say, 
**  The  time  is  come  for  my  resigning  the  offi- 
cial situations  which  I  have  so  long  held, 
and  therefore  let  no  delicacy  towards  me 
interfere  with  the  demands  of  the  public 
service."    He  conceived,  that  in  the  pre- 
sent situation  o^the  country,  an  important 
question  like  this  depended  upon  other 
circumstances  than  delicacy  and  forbear- 
ance. What  was  right  at  one  time  might  be 
wrong  at  another ;  and  punctilios,  on  which 
individuals  might  stand  with  propriety  on 
some  occasions,    might   be    quite  inde- 
fensible on  others.     It  might  be  incon- 
venient, nay,  it  might  be  indelicate,  to 
form  a  new  administration,  whilst  there 
was  any  rational  hope  of  lord  Liverpool'a 
recovery ;  but  let  the  House  look  at  the 
condition  of  the  country,  and  say,  if  it 
could,  that   any  time  ought  to  be  lost 
before  the  formation  of  an  efficient  ad- 
ministration.     Look  at  the  state  of  the 
finances.      Did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer mean  to  say  that  the  state  of  the 
finances  was  not  at  present  of  the  most 
appalling  description  ?    It  was  impossible 
to  doubt  that  the  country  was  at  present 
bowed  down  to  the  earth  by  a  wei^t  of 
debt,  which  had  many  years  ago  been  pre- 
dicted as  the  necessary  result  of  our  ex- 
travagance,   though    the  prediction  had 
unfortunately  been  addressed  to  deaf  and 
unbelieving  ears.     Did  any  man  in  bia 
senses  doubt,  that  the  scanty  hope  oa 
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whi<fh' the  country  had  lon^  subsisted,  of 
extingaishing  its  debt  by  the  aid  of  the 
sinking-fund,  was  now  gone  and  vanished 
for  ever?  Did  any  man  in  his  senses 
doubt  that  the  revenue  was  falling  off  hour 
after  hour,  and  that  the  defalcations  in  it 
were  of  the  most  alarming  extent  X  He 
believed  that,  on  that  point,  there  was  no 
longer  matter  of  dispute.  He  confessed, 
that  to  him  this  was  a  source  of  bitter  dis- 
appointment ;  for  he  had  not  expected  that 
the  distress  which  had  been  pervading  the 
country  would  have  continued  so  long. 
Look  at  the  condition  of  our  trade.  It 
was  paralyzed  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other.  Ask  any  banker,  and  he 
will  tell  you  that  in  the  city  never  was  such 
distress  known.  Look  at  the  condition  of 
our  manufactures,  and  you  will  find  that 
those  who  absolutely  maJce  them,  the  ope- 
ratives, as  it  is  now  the  fashion  to  call 
them,  are  ground  to  the  dust,  by  the 
privations  under  which  they  suffer,  and 
are  labouring  at  such  reduced  wages  as 
scarcely  ensSble  them  to  keep  life  and  soul 
together.  Look  at  the  state  of  agri- 
calture.  If  you  am  to  believe  the  country 
gentlemen,  who  have  been  pouring  their 
complaints  into  our  ears  for  weeks  past, 
never  was  agriculture  worse  off.  You 
have  thus  a  population,  of  which  a  part 
insists  that  you  are  to  make  no  alteration 
in  your  Corn-laws,  and  another  complains, 
that  if  you  do  not  instantly  take  measiires 
to  lower  the  price  of  provisions,  they  must 
die  in  heaps  from  starvation.  Look  at  the 
condition  of  our  Foreign  Affairs.  He 
could  not  be  expected  to  be  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  minute  details  of  our 
political  situation  with  respect  to  other 
countries ;  but  he  could  not  help  surmising 
that  something  interesting  was  expected, 
when  he  saw  iLe  large  army  which  we  had 
sent  out,  and  were  maintainmg  in  Portugal. 
He  knew  and  approved  of  the  reasons  on 
account  of  which  it  had  been  sent  there. 
And  if  he  could  be  sure  that  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  would 
remain  in  the  situation  in  which  he  was 
at  present,  the  confidence  which  he  had 
reposed  in  government  from  the  beginning, 
he  should  continue  to  it  till  the  end. 
IGreat  cheering  from  the  Opposition.] 
But  how  did  he  know  that,  in  a  few  days, 
the  aspect  of  affairs  might  not  be  altered 
by  the  general  confidence  of  foreign  powers 
being  withdrawn  from  England  in  conse- 
quence of  the  right  hon.  Secretary's 
being  withdrawn  from  the  service  of  the 
VOL.  XVII. 
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king  of  England?  We  ought  to  know 
whether  the  foreign  policy  of  the  country 
was  likely  to  continue  to  be  directed  by 
his  master-mind*;  or  whether  it  was  likely 
to  be  transferred  to  the  management  of 
some  inferior  and  subordinate  spirit.  We 
wanted  a  minister  who  enjoyed  confidence 
at  home  and  consideration  abroad.  No 
one  at  present  knew  who  were  ministers, 
what  were  their  views,  or  to  what  point 
their  efforts  were  directed.  How  strange 
the  rumours  were  which  prevailed  in 
England,  on  those  points  every  man  knew ; 
but  how  much  more  strange,  how  much 
more  wild  and  extravagant  they  were 
abroad,  no  one  could  imagine  who  had  not 
heard  them.  Look  also  to  the  state  of 
Ireland.  Who  is  to  govern  Ireland,  or  is 
Ireland  to  be  governed  at  all  ?  He  did 
not  wish  to  provoke  any  discussion,  either 
regarding  bur  foreign  policy,  or  regarding 
that  which  was  commonly  called  the  Catho- 
lic question.  He  did  not  wish  to  advance  any 
thing  for  purposes  of  mere  party  ;  the  only 
point  at  which  he  was  labouring  was, 
that  some  intelligible  measures  should  be 
devised  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole 
community,  and  that  the  whole  com- 
munity should  not  be  left,  as  it  was  at 
present,  in  a  most  unprofitable  state  of 
suspense  and  uncertainty.  He  did  not 
even  pretend  to  blame  ministers  for  not 
bringing  the  negotiations — if  negotiations 
had  been  commenced  on  this  subject — ^to 
a  close.  He  had  been  accustomed,  from 
the  language  of  the  constitution,  to  con- 
sider that  the  supreme  arrangement  of 
these  matters  rested  with  the  king,  and 
that  no  one  was  responsible  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  ministry,  though  every  minist^ 
was  responsible  after  its  formation,  for  the 
acts  which  he  might  recommend  his 
majesty  to  sanction.  Now,  if  it  were  the 
duty  of  the  present  advisers  of  the  king  to 
recommend  nim  to  form  a  new  adminis- 
tration, and  if  they  were  anxious  to  form 
such  an  administration,  surely  it  was  an 
excuse  for  the  House  of  Commons  to 
be  anxious  to  see  that  administration  when 
it  Was  formed.  If  it  were  so  difficult,  as 
was  now  represented,  to  find  a  first 
minister  of  state,  surely,  it  would  be  a  shame 
to  the  House  of  Commons  not  to  be  anxious 
to  know  who  that  minister  was.  It  was 
undoubtedly  the  privilege  of  his  majesty 
to  choose  his  own  ministers ;  but  then  ft 
was  no  less  undoubtedly  the  privilege  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  stop  the  sup- 
plies, until  the  royal  prerogative  was  cxer- 
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<ci8ed,  and  the  House  was  made  acquahited 
^ith  the  person  to  whom  the  disposal  of 
those  supplies  was  to  be  intrusted  Thear, 
liear]..  In  the  observations  he  haa  just 
made  he  had  no  intention  to  cenaure 
ministers.  If  he  had  said  any  thing  in 
the  warmth  of  debate  which  cast  censure 
upon  them,  he  had  said  it  unintentionally 
and  wished  it  unsaid.  He  was  desirous  of 
performing  the  task  whieh  he  had  imposed 
upon  himself  in  the  mildest  manner,  and 
without  exciting  any  political  feeling  or 
irritation.  He  thought  that  no  one 
could  with  justice  blame  gentlemen  on  his 
side  of  the  House  for  want  of  forbearance 
^r  delicacy.  All  that  he  and  they  now 
asked  for  was  this — ^that  the  king  or  some- 
body for  him,  should  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  give  the  country  an  administration. 
For  himself  he  had  determined  not  to  part 
with  one  farthing  of  the  pubUc  money 
until  an  administration  was  formed.  It 
was  fine  talking  to  say  that  the  House 
ought  to  regard  measures,  not  men  ;  but 
though  it  was  fine  talking  it  was  still  not 
a  whit  the  less  nonsense  [hear].  It  would 
not  do  for  ministers  to  say,  '^  So  much  is 
wanted  for  the  army,  so  much  for  the  navy, 
knd  so  much  for  the  other  departments  of 
the  State."  Something  more  was  wanted. 
It  was  necessary  that  the  House  should 
know  who  was  to  command  its  army,  who 
was  to  direct  its  navy,  and  who  was  to  be 
at  the  head  of  the  other  departments.  It 
was  right  that  when  public  affairs  were  in 
i^e  miserable  state  of  incertitude  in  which 
the  affairs  of  this  great  empire  now  un- 
fortunately were,  the  representatives  of  the 
people  should  keep  in  then:  hands  the 
means  of  making  the  fitting  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  commonwealth. 
It  was  his  bounden  duty,  as  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  prevent  the 
House  from  being  sent  about  its  business 
when  all  the  grants  were  gone  through, 
without  knowing  to  whom  the  administra- 
tion was  to  be  intrusted,  until  the  time  of 
Its  next  meeting ;  and  the  best  mode  of 
preventing  that  resuh  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  withht^ding  of  the  supplies.  The 
present  was  a  moment  at  which  the 
greatest  anxiety  prevailed  among  all 
ranks  and  condttionB  of  men,  to  see 
a  decided  order  of  things  once  more 
^tablished  in  the  country.  He  wanted, 
he  repeated,  no  discission  about  the  pro* 
priety  of  this  or  that  political  arrangemeiit ; 
and  having  said  so,  he  trusted  he  might 
be  permitted  to  add,  that  if  ever  there 
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was  a  moment  of  great  piiblic  anxiety  ia 
tiie  history  of  this  country — ^if  ever  there 
was  a  time  in  which  there  was  great  dia- 
trost  in  the  wisdom  of  their  governors  Mt 
by  all  who  entertained  sober  and  discreet 
views  among  the  governed-— if  ever  there 
was  a  period  when  ft  was  absolirtely 
necessary  diat  the  public  confidence  should 
repose  somewhere — ^the  present  was  that 
period;  and  the  only  cnance  which  the 
country  had  of  being  rescued  ftom  the 
difficulties  which  surrounded  it,  was  in 
having  its  distrust  dispelled,  and  itscon-* 
fidence  r^-inyigorated.  That  which  the 
country  had  for  weeks  been  wanting,  was 
a  strong,  an  efficient,  and  a  united  admi- 
nistration ;  and  if  such  ail  administratioit 
were  not  speedily  formed,  its  diflkrulties 
would  soon  gain  such  a  head  that  it  would 
not  be  within  the  power  of  man  to  oiver^ 
come  and  remove  them.  What  he  meant 
by  the  words  ^united  Administtation'^be 
would  not  at  present  define,  because  he 
had  no  intention  to  provoke  a  discussien 
upon  any  dubious  or  controverted  pointa*. 
He  used  the  words  in  their  ordinary  ac* 
ceptation,  and  in  no  other;  and  he  thought 
that  the  g;ood  of  the  country  could  oiity 
be  consulted  by  setting  over  it  an  ad- 
ministration, endowed  with  that  combina- 
tion of  integrity  and  talent,  which  would 
enable  it  at  once  to  preserve  the  respecta 
of  foreign  powers,  the  confidence  of  Hb 
own  sovereign,  and,  above  all,  the  grateful 
attachment  of  the  people  intrusted  to  its 
care.  Give  the  country  such  an  adminis- 
tration, and  there  was  no  danger  which 
we  might  not  hope  to  overcome ;  leave  us 
witiiont  it,  and  the  difficulties  of  our 
situation  would  become  more  appalling 
than  ever,  and  we  should  exhau^  ourselves 
at  last  in  vain  eflTorts  to  subdue  them. 
He  should  say  no  more,  lest  he  should 
provoke  that  discussion  which  be  Waa 
anxious  to  avoid,  but  should  conclude  by 
moving,  ^Hhat  the  further  consideratioii 
of  this  report  be  deferred  tiU  the  1st  of 
May." 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  then  addressed 
the  House;  but  in  a  tone  of  voice  so  in- 
distinct, as  to  be  only  Mrtially  heard  ill 
the  gallery.  However,  he  said,  he  niight 
diff^er  from  the  motion  which  the  right 
hott.  gentleman  had  just  submitted  to  the 
House,  he  stiU  agreed  in  one  proposition 
which  the  right  boa.  gentleman  bad  laid 
down  ia  the  coarse  of  his  speech ;  namely, 
that  the  government  had  no  reason  to 
complain,  either  of  the  House  in  general^ 
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or  of  the  ikht  hon.  gentleman  in  par- 
tieular,  or  of  any  of  the  hon«  gentlemen 
^rho  aat  near  him,  on  account  of  any 
Arant  of  courtesy  or  forbearance,  shown 
lowwb  it  daring  the  crisis  which  had 
occurred  since  the  commencement  of  the 
lamentaUe  illness  of  his  noble  friend. 
Neither  did  he  differ  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  when  he  stated,  that  from  the 
force  of  circumstances,  and  from  the  lapse 
pftime^  it  was  necessary  that  those  con- 
eideratioQs  which  had  mduced  them  to 
{U!t  with  so  much  courtesy  andfoibearance 
np  to  the  present  moment,  must  now 
cease  to  have  the  slightest  influence  on 
Ifafiir  future  eonduct.  He  trusted  that 
the  right  hon*  gentleman  opposite  would 
admit,  on  this  occasion  that  it  was  difficult 
fat  those  who  had  long  acted  in  concert 
yndk  the  noble  loid  whose  illness  they  all 
in  common  deplored,  who  had  enjoyed 
Ae  happiness  of  a  nearer  and  more  inti- 
mate view  of  those  great  talents  and 
Mknowledged  virtues  to  which  the  right 
lion,  gentleman  had  paid  so  handscraie 
and  yet  so  just  a  tribute,  and  who  were 
further  bound  to  that  noble  lord  by  the 
lies  of  ancient  and  long-continued  friend- 
ship— he  trusted,  he  said,  that  the  right 
hoo.  gentleman  would  admit  that  it  was 
difficult  for  persons  in  their  situation  to 
bring  themeeives  to  believe  that  all  hopes 
4>f  d&e  noble  lord's  recovery  were  entiiely 
md  utterly  at  an  end.  He  trusted,  more* 
over  that  the  ri^t  hon.  gentleman  what^ 
ever  might  have  been  the  inconvenience 
wUch  undoubtedly  had  been  experienced, 
tad  whatever  might  be  the  impatisDC^, 
v^ich  he  admitted  was  growmginuie  public 
aund,  for  the  conclusion  of  the  present  un* 
aetlkd  state  of  things,  would  still  admit 
that  ministers,  if  they  had  sinned,  had 
sinned  on  the  right  side,  and  that  nothing 
coold  have  been  more  disgraceful  to  them 
or  more  painful  to  lord  Liverpool,  than 
for  that  nobleman  to  haye  found,  up<m 
waking  from  his  present  trancfe,  that  his 
place  in  the  cabmet  had  been  sought  to 
be  £lled  np  with  intemperate  haste  and 
wkh  precipitate  ambition.  It  was,  he 
sdnsttted,  difficult  to  define  the  precise 
limit  and  the  exact  period  to  which  sudk 
amsideratiopa  ought  to  be  extended ;  but 
Im  coold  assure  the  House,  ^t  ministers 
had  not  suffered  the  time  to  pass  away, 
•lithoot  attaching  to  them  due  importance. 
Ha  said  most  diatinctlv,  that  for  tkedday 
«rinsh  had  already  taken  place,  ministers 
were  lasdy  to  tslce  as  mucn  responnfoility 


as  for  any  other  act  of  their  administration ; 
and  when  he  made  use  of  his  majesty's 
name,  and  alluded  to  the  forbearance 
which  had  been  shown,  in  compliance 
with  the  royal  feelings,  he  did  not  do  so 
with  any  view  of  throwing  upon  his 
majesty  uie  slightest  portion  of  that  re- 
sponsibility which  attached  to  himself 
individually,  and  to  the  whole  adminis- 
tration collectively.  That  delay,  he  could 
now  inform  the  House,  was  at  an  end 
[hear,  hear].  His  majesty  had  desired 
a  communication  to  be  made  to  lord 
Liverpool's  most  immediate  connexions, 
that  the  time  was  at  length  come,  at  which, 
with  whatever  pain  it  might  be  attended, 
he  must,  in  compliance  with  the  claims 
of  public  duty,  proceed  to  fill  up  the 
chasm  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  noble 
earl's  services ;  and  sure  he  was,  that  it 
would  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  House  to 
hear,  as  it  had  been  to  ministers  who  had 
reconunended  his  majesty  so  to  act,  and 
to  hta  majesty  who  had  acted  upon  their 
recommendation,  that  lord  Liverpool — 
and  he  did  not  mean  to  make  any 
statement  as  to  the  precise  condition 
of  his  noble  friend's  health — ^had  suffi- 
cient consciousness  to  understand  that 
his  feelings  and  situation  had  been 
equally  respected  by  the  sovereign  and 
by  his  colleagaes  in  office,  and  that 
it  had  been  a  great  consolation  to  him  to 
know  that  they  had  been  so  respected. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  h<q)ed  that 
the  House  would  not  feel  itself  called 
upon  to  affix  to  the  administration  the 
last  stigma  which  its  last  power  could 
Inflict — he  meant  a  vote  equal  to  the 
stoppage  of  the  ordinary  supplies — ^mless 
it  either  traced,  or  suspected,  in  the 
course  which  ministers  had  pursued,  other 
motives  than  those  which  appeared  on  the 
face  of  their  conduct.  When  this  dread- 
ful calamity  had  befallen  the  country,  one 
great  measure  had  been  prepared,  and  was 
ready  to  be  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  parliament,  which  had  been  looked  for 
witn  extraordinary  impatience  and  expec- 
tation. He  meant  the  consideration  of 
the  Corn-laws.  Would  it  have  been  wise, 
supposing  it  had  been  delicate,  which  he 
diought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
agree  with  him  that  it  would  not  have 
been — would  it  have  been  wise,  he  asked, 
in  ministers  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  that  measure  until  a  new  government 
was  formed,  having,  as  they  fortunately 
had,  not  only  the  advantage  of  the  noble 
G  2 
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lord*8  concurrence  and  advice,  but  also 
all  the  advantage  of  his  high  authority, 
and  of  the  application  of  his  great  talents 
to  the  framing  of  it  ?  Had  no  calamity 
befallen  the  noble  lord,  that  measure 
would  have  been  introduced  simulta- 
neously into  both  Houses  of  parliament : 
as  things  had  turned  out,  it  had  only  been 
introduced  into  that  House,  in  which  the 
noble  lord,  had  he  been  in  health  and 
vigour,  could  have  taken  no  share  in  the 
discussion.  It  had  gone  through  that 
House  without  any  inconvenience  being 
felt  from  the  want  of  the  noble  lord's 
superintendence  and  support ;  and  he  left 
it  to  those  who  heaid  him,  to  decide 
whether,  having  only  the  choice  of  putting 
off  the  question  to  the  formation  of  a  new 
administration,  giving  in  the  interim  to  the 
noble  lord  that  reaspnable  time  for  recovery 
which  all  parties  wished  that  he  should 
have,  or  the  choice  of  proceeding  precipi- 
tately to  the  formation  of  a  new  adminis- 
tration, without  giving  any  time  at  all. 
Ministers  had  not  acted  more  wisely  in 
proceeding  at  once  to  the  consideration  of 
that  measure,  without  any  reference  at  all 
to  the  situation  of  the  npble  lord.  From  the 
very  beginning  it  had  been  tlie  intention 
of  government,  as  soon  as  the  measure 
had  reached  its  last  stage  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  propose  a  delay,  for  the 
express  purpose  alluded  to  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite.  He  had  ex- 
pected that,  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
week,  the  bill  would  have  reached  that 
sts^,  and  he  assured  the  House  that  was 
the  limit  of  time  to  which  ministers  had 
postponed  the  moving  of  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  or  rather  the  cessation  of 
public  business,  for  the  purpose  of  fixix^ 
a  new  administration.  The  duration  of 
that  interval,  far  beyond  the  period  which 
had  been  originally  anticipated,  had  led 
to  a  state  of  ^ngs  which  had  compelled 
his  right  hon.  friend,  the  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  ask  for  a  sum  on 
account,  to  carry  on  the  public  business 
till  after  the  Easter  recess.  He  would 
not  blame  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  because  in  his  oppoaition  to  the 
present  grant,  he  had  introduced  a  criticism 
on  some  other  grants.  He  trusted,  however, 
that  when  he  came  to  those  grants,  which 
related  more  particularly  to  his  own  depart- 
ment, in  which  an  expenditure  annually 
occurred,  partly  discretionary  and  partly 
fixed,  he  should  be  able  to  show  the  right 
bon.. gentleman,  that  in  the  discretionary 
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part  of  the  foreign  expenditure,  over  which  • 
alone  he  could  exercise  any  control,  he 
had  made  a  diminution,  during  the  last 
year,  of  ten  per  cent  upon  the  whole.  The 
present,  however,  was  not  a  fit  opportunity 
for  entering  upon  such  a  discussion ;  nay 
more,  it  would  be  unfeeling  and  ungracious  . 
to  go  into  details,  considering  the  diiGB« 
culties  in  which  ministers  were  placed,  and 
the  feeling  which  the  House  had  mani- 
fested towards  his  suffering  friend  and 
colleague,  lord  Liverpool.  He  based  hi»  . 
opposition  to  the  motion  of  the  right  hon« 
gentleman  upon  this  ground,  that  though  . 
it  was  a  painftd  discretion  which  ministera  . 
had  to  exercise,  yet  between  the  two  alter- 
natives offered  to  their  choice, — ^the  danger 
on  the  one  hand  of  proceeding  with  pre- 
cipitation, and  the  aanger  on  the  other, 
wnich  had  absolutely  occurred,  of  acceding 
to  too  long  a  delay — ^ministers  had  chosen 
that  course  which  was  not  only  right  in 
itself,  but  also  most  creditable  to  them-^ 
selves,  as  well  individually  as  collectively. 
He  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  inconveni- 
ence had  not  arisen  from  the  course  which 
had  been  pursued ;  but  he  did  mean  to  . 
assert,  that  the  inconvenience  was  not  such 
as  deserved  to  be  visited  by  a  vote,,  which 
would  inflict  the  severest  censure  which 
the  House  could  give,  which  struck  at  the 
existence  of  the  ministry,  and  amounted 
to  a  withdrawal  of  all  confidence  from  it» 

t cries  of  "  No,  no."]  On  the  other  side*» 
le  thought  it  right  to  state  to  the  House* 
that  by  acceding  to  the  motion  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, it  would  only  enable  him  to  proceed 
with  the  public  service,  while  the  necessary 
arrangements  were  making  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  administration,  and  would 
not  preclude  itself  from  instituting  a  rigor- 
ous mvestigation  into  the  propriety  of  those 
grants,  whenever  it  came  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  votes  on  which  these  sums  were 
DOW  asked  on  account.  When  that  period 
arrived,  he  shoidd  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  discussion,  and 
to  defend  all  the  votes  which  belonged  to 
his  department  of  the  public  service.  So 
would  his  right  hotf.  friends  near  him  be 
prepared  to  act  in  r^ard  to  the  different 
departments  with  wUch  they  were  con- 
nected ;  and  so  would  all  the  members  oC 
government,  each  in  their  respective  sta- 
tions. Under  these  circumstances,  he 
could  not  think  that  even  the  ri^t  hon. 
^tleman  hhnself  would  persist  in  prett- 
ing  his  motion.    The  delay |  of  which  be 
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complamedy  wias  now  at  an  end  [bear, 
hear.]  In  repeating  that  assertion,  he  did 
not  mean  to  blame  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man for  alluding  to  the  delay.  On  the 
contrary,  he  thanked  him  for  giving  go- 
Temment  an  opportunity  of  explaming 
itself  upon  the  subject;  and  of  repeating, 
a&lie  did  once  more,  that  whatever  incon- 
venience the  delay  might  have  produced, 
it  was  now  at  an  end.  He  trusted,  that 
as  the  object  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
address  must  be  answered  by  Uie  declara- 
tion which  he  had  just  made,  he  would 
not  object  to  the  bringing  up  of  the  report 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  die  right  hon. 
Secretary  misunderstood  the  object  of  his 
motion,  if  he  supposed  that  it  was  to  pass 
a  censure  upon  the  administration.  The 
motion  of  the  right  hon.  g;entleman  oppo- 
site was  a  motion  which,  if  granted,  must 
be  granted  on  confidence ;  and  there  could 
be  no  confidence  until  it  was  known  in 
whom  confidence  was  to  be  placed.  He 
could  not  see  in  what  the  difficulty  of 
acceding  to  his  proposition  consisted.  He 
was  happy  to  near  from  the  right  hon. 
Secretary,  that  we  were  at  last  upon  the 
xoad  to  a  new  administration.  He  was 
happy  to  have  gained  that  piec^  of  in- 
formation, and  should  have  been  still  hap- 
pier if  he  could  have  gained  more.  He 
was  willing  to  dispose  of  the  present  ques- 
tion in  an  amicable  way,  if  it  could  be  so 
managed;  though  he  thought  that  this 
particular  vote  was  not  such  a  one  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  warranted. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  the  declaration  which  he  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) had  made  that  evening.  Now,  he 
would  tell  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that 
he  came  down  to  the  House  on  Monday 
last,  expecting  that  the  very  question 
which  had  just  been  put  to  him  would 
have  been  put  then,  and  prepared  to  give 
io  it  the  same  answer  which  the  House 
had  just  heard.  No  opportunity  had  been 
a£R)rded  him  on  the  occasion  to  which  he 
alluded  to  give  that  answer. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
divide  the  House  on  his  amendment,  if  he 
could  help  it,  He  would  withdraw  it,  on 
the  understanding  that  such  steps  were 
now  taking  by  those  in  authority,  as  must, 
previously  to  the  holidays,  lead  to  some 
definitive  arrangement  with  respect  to  the 
administration.  He  thought  that  the 
.present  grant  was  objectionable  on  maj?y 


grounds ;  but,  in  order  that  he  might  not 
be  accused  of  acting  iq  a  spirit  of  hostility 
to  government,  he  would  wave  his  objec- 
tions to  it,  on  the  understanding  that  the 
annunciation  of  a  new  administration 
should  be  made  before  the  holidays. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  he  must  refuse 
to  give  any  such  pledge  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  wished  to  extract  from  him. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  he  felt  himself  placed 
in  a  very  awkward  situation,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  had  just  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Secretary.  The  House  was 
now  informed,  that  the  fonnation  of  a  new 
adoDioistration  was  at  present  iniconteir- 
plation;  but  the  communication  of  thai 
necessary  piece  of  information  came  to  it 
uiftccompanied  by  any  pledge,  as  to  the 
time  in  which  that  formation  would  be 
completed.  The  government  of  the  coun- 
try was,  therefore,  still  to  be  left  in  a  state 
of  abeyance.  His  object  in  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  original  resolution,  was 
to  prevent  any  further  grant  of  money  from 
being  made  to  the  government,  until  it 
was  known  in  whose  hands  the  govern- 
ment was  placed.  He  was  driven,  by  the 
course  pursued  by  the  other  side,  to  the 
necessity  of  persevering  in  his  amendment. 
He  was  told  that  the  formation  of  a  new 
administration  was  in  a  train  of  proceed- 
ing ;  but  he  was  left  entirely  in  tiie  daik 
as  to  the  rate,  whether  quick  or  slow,  of 
that  proceeding.  He  repeated,  that  until 
an  administration  was  formed  in  which  the 
House  could  put  confidence,  it  ought  not. 
t)  vote  one  farthing  away  on  confidence. 
He  shouldi  therefore,  press  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Whitmare  concurred  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
that  not  the  slightest  pledge  had  been 
given  to  the  House,  by  the  right  hon. 
Secretary,  as  to  the  time  within  which  a 
new  administration  was  to  be  formed. 
Now,  considering  the  alarming  situation 
of  the  country,  and  the  delay  which  had 
occurred  already,  he  thought  the  House 
would  not  discharge  its  duty  to  that  coun- 
try, if  it  did  not  concur  in  the  proposition 
laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  gentieman 
near  him,  and  if  it  did  not  express  by  its 
▼ote,  that  the  time  was  at  length  come 
when  it  was  incumbent  that  some  progress 
should  be  made  in  forming  a  strong,  an 
efficient,  and  a  united,  administration. 
Such  was  the  feeling  of  the  whole  country. 
He  had  never  yet  spoken  to  any  man  out 
of  the  House,  who  did  not  view  with  alaim 
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the  unsettled  state  of  the  administration, 
and  think  that  it  was  the  duty  of  parlia- 
menty  before  it  adjourned,  to  take  every 
constitutional  means  in  its  power  to  dis- 
cover whether  any  and  what  measures  weie 
in  progress^  to  advance  the  formation  of 
a  new  administration.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  pressed  his  motion,  he  should 
certainly  give  it  his  support. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  concuned  with  the  hon.  member  for 
Bridgenorth,  and  also  with  the  right  hon. 
member  for  Knaresborough,  in  thinking 
that  the  time  had  at  length  arrived,  at 
which  1^  was  the  duty  of  Ae  constitutional 
advisers  of  the  Crown  to  state  to  his  ma* 
jesty,  that  the  public  exigency  required 
the  formation  of  a  new  admmistration. 
That  assurance  had  already  been  given  to 
the  House  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  the 
foreign  Secretary,  and  he  fully  concurred 
in  the  propriety  of  making  it  public.  He 
must  be  permitted,  in  that  stage  of  the 
discussion,  to  recall  to  the  recoUection  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  *  opposite,  who 
said  that  the  House  ought  to  accede  to  no 
money-vote  until  an  administration  was 
formea  in  which  it  could  place  confidence, 
that  in  moving  for  this  grant  on  account 
on  a  former  night,  he  had  said,  that  it 
was  only  such  a  grant  as  would  enable 
those  who  might  hold  the  helm  of  govern* 
ment  to  carry  it  on  till  after  the  recess, 
and  that  he  would  not  presume  to  call  for 
a  further  grant  until  an  administration 
was  formed.  He  assured  the  House,  that 
there  was  no  intention  to  call  for  an^ 
other  sum  at  present  on  this  account.  He 
was  prepared  to  admit,  that  if,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  he  had  called  for  a 
larger  grant,  it  would  have  been  the  im-> 
perative  duty  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  and  his  friends,  to  have  given 
their  strenuous  opposition  to  such  a  grant. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  original 
motion  153.  For  the  amendment  80. 
Majority  73. 
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Baring,  F. 
Bentinck,  lord  W. 
Bernal,  R. 
Birch,  J. 
Clive,  E.  B.' 
Colborne,  R. 
Davenport,  £.  D. 
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Maijoribanks,  S. 
Martin,  J. 
Marsbsdl,  J. 
Morpeth,  viscount 
Nugent,  lord 
Ord,W. 
Pamell,  sir  Hk 
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RauDsden,  J.  C. 
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Robinson,  sir  G. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
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Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Russell,  J. 
Sefton,  earl 
Smith,  W. 
Stanley,  lord 
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Stuart,  V. 
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Western,  C.  C. 
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TELLXBS. 

Duncannon,  vise. 
Normanby,  vise. 


Writ  of  RiGRt  Bill.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
upon  the  Writ  of  Right  bill, 

The  SoKcitoT'Oeneral  said,  that  he  in« 
tended  to  propose  a  clause  in  the  bill,  by 
.way  of  guard  to  the  rights  of  infants^ 
married  females,  and  persons  who,  from 
being  beyond  the  seas,  or  from  othet 
causes,  might  be  supposed  to  labour  under 
temporary  disabili^,  as  to  the  prosecution 
of  their  claims.  This  was  only  following 
the  spirit  of  the  statute  upon  which  the 
law  was  founded— the  act  of  Henry  the 
8th,  which  contained  clauses  for  securing 
the  rights  of  individnak  so  circumstance^, 
beyond  the  ordinary  regulations  of  the  law» 
and  was  entitled  ''  The  Sutute  of  Limita- 
tions, with  a  proviso.''  It  had  been  deemed 
necessary  to  adopt  this  precaution,  even 
though  the  time  allowed  for  prosecuting 
claims  extended  to  sixty  years.  . 

The  Attomey-Oeneral  said  that  the  biH 
required  licking  into  shape,  before  it  was 
possible  to  discuss  it.  For  himself,  he  d(^ 
precated  any  rash  or  hasty  interference 
with  those  laws  which  governed  the  whole 
landed  property  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Ferguson  intimated,  that  the  bill 
must  undergo  great  alterations  before  he 
should  be  able  to  give  his  support  to  it. 
He  did  not  think  thirty  years  was  - 
sufficient  time ;  he  rould  not  consent  * 
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wMi  them.  He  meant  the  occupien  and 
cultivators  of  land,  and  the  varioas  persons 
who  were  employed  and  paid  by  them. 
By  foreign  countries  in  general,  and  by 
France  in  particular,  a  system  of  direct 
exclusion  was  practised  towards  us.  When 
that  was  the  case,  why  should  we  display 
such  extreme  liberality  towards  them  ?  It 
behoved  the  House  to  be  cautious  before 
they  set  aside  the  system  of  protection 
<>which  had  been  so  advantageous  to  the 
country.  Much  had  been  said  in  that 
House  about  keeping  faith  with  the  public 
creditor.  Now,  he  thought  that  the  agri- 
culturists had  a  right  to  expect  that  faith 
should  be  kept  with  them.  They  were  en- 
titled to  that  degree  of  protection  which 
was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  present 
state  of  taxation.  If  the  House  would 
only  consider  the  burthens  which  the 
landed  interest  had  borne  during  the  war, 
and  the  unshaken  .loyalty  which  they  had 
always  displayed,  be  was  sure  that  they 
would  not  consent  to  destroy  the  main 
prop  and  security  of  government.  It  was 
necessary  also  to  remind  the  House  of  the 
probability  of  this  bill  experiencing,  in  an- 
other place,  a  resistance  which  could  not 
be  overcome.  He  believed,  too,  that  a 
difiexence  of  opinion  existed  in  the  Cabi- 
net with  respect  to  the  measure,  and  that 
if  some  of  the  ministers  were  to  express 
their  real  sentiments,  they  would  describe 
it  as  one  that  was  vicious  in  principle. 
He  called  upon  the  landed  interest  to 
think  for  themselves  upon  this  question — 
to  consider  the  manner  in  which  it  would 
affect,  not  only  their  own  interests,  but 
likewise  those  of  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, whose  welfare  was  inseparably 
connected  with  their  own.  He  hoped  they 
would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  induced 
to  give  their  support  to  the  measure  by 
any  specious  arguments  which  might  be 
advanced  in  its  favour.  He  concluded  by 
moving  as  an  amendment,  that  die  bill  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Curteii  seconded  the  amendment. 
He  said,  that  the  objections  of  the  agri- 
culturists to  the  bill  were  acquiring  addi- 
tional force  every  day,  and  he  was  sure 
that  a  storm  was  gathering  in  another 
place  which  would  annihilate  it.  On  ail 
sides  the  agriculturisU  complained  that 
the  bill  afforded  them  no  adequate  protec- 
tion. The  bill  of  1822  had  been  con- 
demned unheard  as  it  were,  for  it  had  never 
come  into  operation.  The  new  measure, 
'he  thought,  arose  out  of  the  doctrines  of 


the  political  econombts,  which  were  of  a 
very  dangerous  tendency.  There  was  no- 
thing whatever  which  those  men  touched 
that  they  did  not  destroy.  Whatever 
might  be  proposed  by  them,  he  was  deter- 
mined constantly  to  oppose.  The  bill  be- 
fore the  House  would  have  the  effect  of 
overthrowing  the  aristocracy,  and  through 
them  the  liberties  of  the  country;  and 
would  once  more  inevitably  compel  us  to 
revert  to  a  paper  currency. 

Mr.  C.  Urant  said,  that  the  hon.  mem<- 
ber  who  had  just  addressed  the  House  car- 
ried his  apprehension  of  the  mischiefs  likely 
to  result  from  the  bill  even  further  than 
the  hon.  baronet  himself;  for  he  had  added 
to  the  long  catalogue  of  evils  mentioned 
by  the  latter,  the  destruction  of  the  aris- 
tocracy and  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
However,  notwithstanding  all  the  fatal 
prognostics  of  the  hon.  members,  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  not  consider  it  pre-* 
sumptuous  in  him  to  oppose  the  amend-f 
ment.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet^ 
that  the  question  which  the  measure  in-' 
volved  was  one  affecting  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  the  country ;  and  be  joined  with 
him  in  the  appeal  which  he  had  made  to 
the  House,  to  decide  upon  it  with  reference 
to  its  own  merits  alone,  and  not  under  the 
influence  of  party,  or  other  considerations. 
He  made  this  appeal  in  the  full  confidence,* 
that  the  good  sense  of  the  House  would 
answer  it.  In  approaching  a  change  of 
law  on  this  subject ;  namely,  the  trade  in 
com,  there  was  one  circumstance  which 
afforded  him  some  gratification-:— there  was 
no  necessity  for  combating  ancient  prejut 
dices  which  always  hung  round  the  old 
law  of  the  country.  The  act  which  it  was 
proposed  to  change  had  been  in  existence 
only  eleven  years,  and  therefore  the  House 
was  at  liberty  to  deal  with  it  on  its  own 
merits,  without  running  the  risk  of  shock** 
ing  any  old  English  feelings  in  its  favour. 
The  hon.  baronet  had  asked,  why  it  was 
wished  to  change  the  existing  law  ?  His 
answer  to  that  question  was  this — ^because 
the  existing  law  was,  in  his  humble  opinion, 
erroneous,  and  had,moreover,  failed,  grossly 
failed,  in  practice.  What  .were  the  objects 
of  the  existing  law  ?  What  did  it  profess 
to  effect  ?  From  the  reports  of  committees 
of  the  House,  at  the  period  when  it  was 
framed — fix>m  the  debates  in  parliament— 
and  from  general  impression  on  the  sub- 
ject— he  was  justified  in  saying,  that  it 
vras  proposed  to  effect  three  oc^ts,  by 
the  existing  law  ;  namely,  uniformity  of 
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clanger  to  the  landed  interests  of  this  great 
empire,  he  was  impelled,  by  a  strong  sense 
of  duty,  to  express  his  sentiments  fully  on 
this  occasion.     He  hoped  that  gentlemen, 
in  considering  this  question,  would  not 
carry  along  with  them    the   impression 
which  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  had,  by  the  magic  power  of  his 
eloquence,  created,  when  he  introduced 
It ;  but  that  they  would  look  at  it  in  its 
plain  and  simple  form.     He  had  recently 
been  informed,  that  the  noble  lord,  who, 
but  for  his  lamented  illness,  was  to  have 
brought   the   subject  forward   elsewhere, 
meant  to  have  introduced  it  as  a  measure 
of  goveifament,  and  not  as  one  which  met 
his  own  particular  views    and  feelings. 
Now,  he  contended,  that  they  were  pro- 
ceeding without  due  information ;  and  it 
was  notorious  that,  in  another  place,  an 
additional  inquiry  had  been  called  for,  and 
had  also  been  conceded.     In  his  opinion, 
it  would  be  wise  and  expedient  if  that 
House   also  appointed  a  committee,  to 
inquire  fuither  into  the  subject,  instead  of 
legislating  in  this  precipitate  manner.   He 
had  made  that  observation  before ;  and  he 
had  said,  that  if  he  met  with  the  support 
to  which  he  thought  he  was  entitled,  he 
would  make  a  motion  for  a  committee. 
But  the  House  did  not  concur  with  him  in 
opinion ;  and  therefore  he  had  made  no 
such  motion.     The  present  measure  was 
taken  up  on  grounds  that  could  not  be 
supported,  either    by  experience  or  by 
sound  argument;    and  they  were   now 
about  to  legislate,  with  reference  to  a  most 
important  question,  on  very  deficient  and 
unsatisfactory    evidence.     He,  therefore, 
would  proceed  to  oppose  this  bill  upon 
principle.     If  he  were  asked  to  describe  it, 
he  would  say,  that  it  was  a  bill  for  the 
more  effectual  encouragement  of  specula- 
tion in  the  com  trade — a  bill  for  the  more 
rapid  diminution  of  the  growth  of  g^in  in 
Great  Britain — and  a  bill  for  the  better 
encouragement  of  the  growth  of  grain  in 
other  countries,  for  the  supply  of  the  British 
market.    Therefore  it  was,  that  he  rose  in 
bis  place  to  oppose  the  bill,  on  principle. 
This  measure  was  founded  on  the  prevail- 
ing love  of  free  trade ;  but  in  introducing 
it,  gentlemen  ought  to  have  furnished  some 
examples,  to  show  that  other  countries 
bad,  at  any  time,    adopted    a    similar 
system.     He  found,  instead  of  a  general 
law  on  the  subject,  that  it  had  been  con- 
stantly left  in  the  hands  of  the  ruling 
power  in  other  countries,  either  to  admit 
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or  prevent  the  importation  of  grain,  accord- 
ing to  existing  circumstances.     He  denied 
that  this  bill  afforded  a  just  protection  to 
the  agriculture  of  Great  Britain.     So  far 
from  that  being  the  case,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  keeping  the  price  of  com  between 
50s.  and  555.    The  bills  of  1815  and  1822 
gave,  in  reality,   no  higher  a  protecting 
price  than  60s.;   and  it  was  impossible 
that  this  bill  could  afford  a  similar  protec- 
tion.    It  was  quite  evident,  that  if  a  sur- 
plus of  com  were  sent  here,  it  would  dis- 
place a  corresponding  portion  of  English 
grain.    That  part  of  the  empire,  Ireland, 
had,  since  the  Union,    and  particularly 
during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  gone 
on  progressively  increasing  in  the  produc- 
tion of  grain.     Now,  he  would  ask,  could 
the  House  do  a  wiser  or  more  beneficial 
thing,  than  to  encourage  the  industry  of 
Ireland,  and  to  increase  the  wealth  of  uiat 
country  ?    Was  it  not  important  that  they 
should  keep  her  in  the  condition  (as  an 
agricultural  country)  in  which  they  found 
her,  and  not,  by  such  a  measure  as  this^ 
place  her  in  a  worse  situation  ?     This 
point  alone  showed  that  they  could  not 
legislate  safely,  if,  by  that  legislation,  they 
interfered  widli  the  natural  produce  and 
industry  of  Ireland.     Now,  in  his  opinion^ 
they  ran  the  risk  by  adopting  this  measure, 
of  mterfering  most  mischievously  with  the 
industry  of   Ireland;   because    it  was  a 
temptation  to  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
world  to  send  their  surplus  here — a  temp- 
tation which  they  could  not  resist,  and 
which  would  effectually  glut  the  market. 
He  knew  it  was  said,  that  probably  not 
more  than  a  million  of  quarters  would  be 
imported  annually,  and  that  that  was  a 
mere  trifle.    It  was  very  trae  that  a  mil- 
lion of  quarters,  compared  with  the  fifty 
millions   annually  consumed,   was  but  a 
trifling  amount ;  but  it  was  not  a  trifle  if 
it  displaced  the  labour  of  a  number  of  men. 
He  denied  wholly  and  distinctly,  the  state- 
ment which  had  beeti  made  in  mat  House ; 
namely,  that,  under  the  existing  laws,  the 
people  of  this  country  paid   a  tax   of 
25,000,000/.  on  account  of  the  landed 
interest.     It  was  asserted,  that  the  people 
were  improperly  charged  tOs.  a  quarter  on 
fifty  millions  of  quarters ;  that  they  were 
saddled  with  the  sum  of  25,000,000/., 
which  was  collected  from  the  consumerB 
of  com,  and  put  into  the  pockets  of  the 
landowners.     Now,  it  did  not  go  into  the 
pockets  of  the  landowners,  but  was  distri- 
buted  amongst  all  those  who  co-operated 
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with  them.  He  meant  the  occupiers  and 
cultivators  of  land,  and  the  various  persons 
who  were  employed  and  paid  by  them. 
By  foreign  countries  in  general,  and  by 
France  in  particular,  a  system  of  direct 
exclusion  was  practised  towards  us.  When 
that  was  the  case,  why  should  we  display 
such  extreme  liberality  towards  them  ?  It 
behoved  the  House  to  be  cautious  before 
the^  set  aside  the  system  of  protection 
^which  hisd  been  so  advantageous  to  the 
country.  Much  had  been  said  in  that 
House  about  keeping  faith  with  the  public 
creditor.  Now,  he  thought  that  the  agri« 
culturists  had  a  right  to  expect  that  faith 
should  be  kept  with  them.  They  were  en- 
titled to  that  degree  of  protection  which 
was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  present 
state  of  taxation.  If  the  House  would 
only  consider  the  burthens  which  the 
landed  interest  had  borne  during  the  war, 
and  the  unshaken  Jioyalty  which  they  had 
always  displayed,  be  was  sure  that  they 
would  not  consent  to  destroy  the  main 
prop  and  security  of  government.  It  was 
necessary  also  to  remind  the  House  of  the 
probability  of  thn  bill  experiencing,  in  an- 
other place,  a  resistance  which  could  not 
be  overcome.  He  believed,  too,  that  a 
diflRsrence  of  opinion  existed  in  the  Cabi- 
net with  respect  to  the  measure,  and  that 
if  some  of  the  ministers  were  to  express 
their  real  sentiments,  they  would  describe 
it  as  one  that  was  vicious  in  principle. 
He  called  upon  the  landed  interest  to 
think  for  themselves  upon  this  question — 
to  consider  the  manner  in  which  it  would 
aiPeci,  not  only  then-  own  interests,  but 
likewise  those  of  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, whose  welfare  was  inseparably 
connected  with  their  own.  He  hoped  they 
would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  induced 
to  give  their  support  to  the  measure  by 
any  specious  arguments  which  might  be 
advanced  in  its  favour.  He  concluded  by 
moving  as  an  amendment,  that  tiie  bill  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  CurteU  seconded  the  amendment. 
He  said,  that  the  objections  of  the  agri- 
culturists to  the  bill  were  acquiring  addi- 
tional force  every  day,  and  he  was  sure 
that  a  storm  was  gathering  in  another 
palace  which  would  annihilate  it.  On  all 
sides  the  agriculturists  complained  that 
the  bill  afforded  them  no  adequate  protec- 
tion. The  bill  of  1822  had  been  con- 
demned unheard  as  it  were,  for  it  had  never 
come  into  operation.  The  new  measure, 
«i>e  thought,  arose  out  of  the  doctrines  of 


the  political  economists,  which  were  of  a 
very  dangerous  tendency.  There  was  no- 
thing whatever  which  those  men  touched 
that  they  did  not  destroy.  Whatever 
might  be  proposed  by  them,  he  was  det^- 
mined  constantly  to  oppose.  The  bill  be- 
fore the  House  would  have  the  effect  of 
overthrowing  the  aristocracy,  and  throu^ 
them  the  liberties  of  the  country;  and 
would  once  more  inevitably  compel  us  to 
revert  to  a  paper  currency. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  said,  that  the  hon.  mem* 
ber  who  had  just  addressed  the  House  car- 
ried his  apprehension  of  the  mischiefs  likely 
to  result  from  the  bill  even  further  than 
the  hon.  baronet  himself;  for  he  had  added 
to  the  long  catalogue  of  evils  mentioned 
by  the  latter,  the  destruction  of  the  aris- 
tocracy and  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
However,  notwithstanding  all  the  fatal 
prognostics  of  the  hon.  members,  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  not  consider  it  pre- 
sumptuous in  him  to  oppose  the  amend-* 
ment.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  baronet, 
that  the  question  which  the  measure  in^ 
volved  was  one  affecting  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  the  country ;  and  he  joined  with 
him  in  the  appeal  which  he  had  made  to 
the  House,  to  decide  upon  it  with  reference 
to  its  own  merits  alone,  and  not  under  the 
influence  of  party,  or  oUier  considerations. 
He  made  this  appeal  in  the  full  confidence^ 
that  the  good  sense  of  the  House  would 
answer  it.  In  approaching  a  change  of 
law  on  this  subject ;  namely,  the  trade  in 
com,  there  was  one  circumstance  which 
afforded  him  some  gratification — there  was 
no  necessity  for  combating  ancient  preju-* 
dices  which. always  hung  round  the  old 
law  of  the  country.  The  act  which  it  was 
proposed  to  change  bad  been  in  existence 
only  eleven  years,  and  therefore  the  House 
was  at  liberty  to  deal  with  it  on  its  own 
merits,  without  running  the  risk  of  shock- 
ing any  old  English  feelings  in  its  favour. 
The  hon.  baronet  had  asked,  why  it  was 
wished  to  change  the  existing  law  ?  His 
answer  to  that  question  was  this — ^because 
the  existing  law  was,  in  his  humble  opinion, 
erroneous,  and  had,  moreover,  failed,  grossly 
failed,  in  practice.  What  .were  the  objects 
of  the  existing  law  ?  What  did  it  profess 
to  effect  ?  From  Uie  reports  of  committees 
of  the  House,  at  the  period  when  it  was 
framed— from  the  debates  in  parliament—- 
and  from  general  impression  on  the  sub- 
ject—he  was  justified  in  saying,  that  it 
was  proposed  to  effect  three  OD^ts,  by 
the  existing  law ;  namely,  uniformity  of 
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prieOy  pratecUott  to  the  turner ^  and  iade^ 
pendence  of  foreign  supply.  Had  tha  law 
aiunwred  any  one  of  those  purposes  ?  It 
was  notorious  that  it  had  not.  To  show 
that  it  had  ledled  completely  to  produce 
steadiness  of  price,  it  was  only  necessary 
to  refer  to  a  statement  before  the  House. 
It  appeared  fitom  this  document,  that  in 
Jane,  1817,  Che  price  of  wheat  was  1 12s. ; 
whilst  in  September  of  the  same  year  it 
was  only  74s.  In  April,  181 8,  the  price 
was  91$^  and  in  August  of  the  same  year 
k  was  78t.  Hie  right  hon.  gentleman 
stated  other  instsnces  of  variation  in  price 
^pute  as  striking  as  those  above-mentioned, 
m  every  year  down  to  1826.  He  also  stated, 
Aatthe  variations  in  price  with  respect  to 
eats  and  barley  during  the  same  period, 
wem  not  less  remarkable  than  those 
whioh  bad  occurred  as  to  the  article 
^  wheat.  With  respect  to  the  protec- 
tion to  be  afforded  by  the  fiurmer,  lie  had 
the  showiag  of  the  agriculturists  them- 
selves as  to  what  had  been  the  effect  of 
tbe  existing  law.  Before  the  committee 
of  1821,  they  had  one  and  all  declared, 
titatthe  act  of  1815  had  produced  no- 
thing bat  distress.  This  was  ^e  language 
of  the  most  eminent  agriculturists  before 
the  eommittee.  Amongst  others,  Mr. 
Webb  Hali  and  Mr.  Wakefield  said,  that 
the  act  of  1815  had  produced  no  good, 
and  that  they  had  not  expected  any  from 
h.  What  had  been  the  case  since  1822  ? 
On  this  point  he  would  again  appeal  to 
die  evidence  of  the  agriculturists.  From 
the  general  statements  contained  in  pe- 
riodical puUications  which  were  under- 
stood  to  be  under  the  iaEuence  of  the 
landed  interest,  it  appeared,  that  the  de* 
pression  under  which  that  body  laboured 
in  18tl  had  continued  to  a  certain  degree 
np  to  the  present  period.  Now,  how  did 
the  case  stand  with  respect  to  indepen- 
dence of  foreign  supply,  which  he  re- 
membered was  the  main  point  urged  in 
discussing  the  bill  of  1815  f  The  amount 
of  foreign  wheat  imported  in  1817  was 
two  million  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  quarters;  being  only  one 
hundred  thousand  quarters  less  than  were 
Imported  during  1801  and  1802,  which 
were  years  of  great  scareity.  In  the  same 
year,  1817,  seven  hundred  thousand 
quarters  of  faiarley  were  imported,  althoneh 
barley  was  an  article  very  lavely  imported ; 
and  the  amount  of  oats  impoited  in  1817 
was  nine  hundred  thousand  quarters; 
which  was  more  than  had  been  imported 
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at  any  previous  period.  Had  we  been 
independent  of  foreign  supply  since  1822  ?. 
Certainly  not.  It  was  necessary  for  him 
to  remind  the  House,  that  the  legislature 
had  been  obliged  to  interpose  to  allow  of 
the  importation  of  foreign  grain.  A  de* 
clamtion  had  been  put  forth  by  certain 
delegates  of  the  agriculturists,  in  which, 
the  question  was  asked,  '*  Why  did  the 
agriculturists  support  a  l^w  which  it  waa 
admitted  had. afforded  them  no  protection  V 
The  answer  given  to  this  inquiry  was,  that 
circumstances  had  occurred  to  obstruct 
the  operation  of  the  law,  which  were  now 
removed.  The  circumstances  hare  pointed 
at»  were  the  opening  of  communication 
with  the  continent  on  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  the  change  which  had  taken  place 
with  respect  to  the  currency.  The  answer 
which  he  would  make  to  this  argument 
of  the  agriculturists  was,  that  the  existing 
law  was  fmmed  in  contemplation  of  those 
very  events.  The  framer^  of  that  law,  in 
attempting  to  keep  the  price  of  com  in 
this  country  Higher  than  it  was  in  foreigi| 
countries,  had  pro6eecled  on  the  erroneoua 
assumption,  that  we  could  exclude  the 
world  from  one  great  branch  of  commer-* 
ciai  intercourse  with  impunity — ^that  is^ 
without  injury  to  our  commerce,  external 
and  internal.—- The  prindples  of  the  pre-* 
sent  question  had  been  so  ably  developed 
before  the  committee  of  1821,  that  a  very 
few  words  further  on  his  part  would  be 
sufficient.  The  dangers  to  which  agricul* 
ture  in  this  country  was  exposed  were  two 
-—a  considerable  excess  of  supply,  or  a 
considerable  deficiency.  Now,  did  the 
existiog  law  protect  uie  country  against 
those  dangers  ?  It  did  not.  In  case  of  a 
deficiency,  the  high  mark  at  which  the 
importation  price  was  fixed,  and  the 
length  of  time  which  elapsed  between  the 
periods  of  striking  the  averages,  exposed 
both  the  farmer  and  the  public  to  the 
hazard  of  ruinous  speculation  and  mono* 
poly  in  the  interim ;  while,  in  the  event  of 
an  excess,  it  was  necessary  that  price  should 
sink  far  lower  than  under  an  unrestricted 
state  of  things  it  need  do,  before  he  was 
in  a  state  to  relieve  himself  by  importa- 
tion. Do  as  we  might,  we  should  never 
be  independent  of  importation.  Up  to  the 
year  1770,  we  had  beeai  an  exporting 
country ;  and  yet  there  was  not  an  instance 
in  which  five  yean  had  elapsed  without 
an  importation.  It  was  better,  therefore, 
that  we  should  adopt  such  a  course  aa 
would  allow  Uie  foreign  grower  occasion- 


k 


m 


CWh  DuNhBiU. 


ApRitd,  1M7, 


m 


«lly  to  oontemplate  the  supply  of  f!wr 
market,  thao  be  reduced,  when  the  nece^- 
eity  occurred,  to  meet  the  advanced  price 
necessarily  consequent  on  our  applyhig  to 
sources  not  duly  prepared  to  furnish  usw-^ 
Honorable  gentlemen  had  seemed  to  en-* 
tertain  considerable  apprehension  of  the 
effect  diat  an  import  trade  in  com  would 
have  upon  the  exchanges  of  this  country. 
He  denied)  that  under  the  law  proposed, 
%ny  danger  of  that  nature  was  to  be  ap- 
prehended. As  our  law  now  stood,  he 
agreed  that  inconvenience  might  well 
arise.  When  com  came  into  the  country, 
it  must  come  suddenly  and  in  vast  masses; 
l)ecause  the  time  for  admitting  it  was  li-^ 
nfted.  After  a  short  period,  the  ports 
probably  were  again  shut.  But  it  would 
tie  otherwise  when  the  demand  was  regu- 
lar and  temperate.  There  was  one  way, 
certainly,  in  which  the  currency  of  the 
country  would  be  affected  by  the  regula- 
tion of  the  trade  in  corn.  Any  monopoly 
in  that  article,  brought  into  sictual  play 
hj  si  deficiency,  must  necessarilt  render 
«in  additional  quantity  of  circulatmg  capi- 
tal necessary  to  the  country.  The  trade 
in  com  was  so  enormous,  that  an  addition 
of  10s.  or  15s.  a  quarter  to  its  price  would 
increase  the  amount  of  capital  necessaiy 
to  carry  on  the  trade  more  than  a  mfflion 
sterling.  But  from  a  regulated  importa- 
tion of  com  from  abroad  no  inconvenience 
to  the  exchanges  could  be  apprehended ; 
«nd  he  might  prove  this  by  reference  to 
the  case  of  Ireland.  What  inconveniences 
to  the  exchanges  had  arisen  from  our  an- 
nual importations  from  that  country  ?  One 
"Certain  effect  of  the  maintaining  a  high 
]>rice  in  com  was  to  drive  the  manufac- 
turer abroad,  or  to  enable  the  foreigner  to 
undersell  him  in  the  home  market.  We 
might  reduce  the  wages  of  the  labourer, 
and  bring  him  from  a  diet  of  com,  down 
to  potatoes.  It  was  only  to  be  hoped  that 
we  had  not  made  some  advances  towards 
that  state  already :  but  even  that  resource 
must  have  its  termination;  and  the 
result  must  be  a  total  abandonment  of 
manufacture,  or  a  waver  (which  was  hardly 
to  be  expected)  of  all  profit  and  return 
upon  manufacturing  capital.  But  it  could 
hardly  be  necessary  for  him  to  use  any 
further  aiguments  as  to  the  expediency  of 
a  change  in  the  exnting  bw;  and  he 
thought  that  there  could  be  no  compari- 
son, in  advantage,  between  a  scale  of 
duties,  even  supposing  them  to  be  in  some 
cases  prohibitoiy,  and  an  absolute  pro- 


hU>ktoa.  When  he  was  told  that  com 
could  not  be  grown  upon  the  terms  pro* 
posed,  he  took  leave  to  doubt  that  fact  a 
little.  A  good  deal  of  the  calculation  was 
tfkea  upon  afbttrary  estimate;  end  be- 
sides, the  existing  state  of  thmgs  disproved 
the  assertion.  The  average  price  of  com 
assumed  by  the  new  law  was  60s,  Now, 
the  fact  was,  that  for  the  last  eight  years, 
the  average  price  had  been  tinder  57s. 
He  admitted,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
had  been  in  a  state  of  comparative  de- 
pression during  that  time ;  but  he  thought 
that,  during  the  last  year  or  two,  it-  had 
been  rallying.  In  fact,  a  stronger  proof 
could  not  be  gfven  that  agriculture  was 
worth  followmg  at  the  present  time^  ttian 
that  capital  was  invested  in  it.  A  great 
deal  of  money  had  lately  been  laid  out  in 
the  improvement  of  nntfernlraining ;  and 
the  importations  of  manure  were  increasing 
every  year.  A  few  examples  of  this  last 
fact  might^  peihaps,  have  some  value,  in 
the  artiole  of  bones,  our  importation,  m 
the  year  ending  m  January  1824,  had 
been  to  the  amount  of  14,000{.  In  liie 
year  1825,  it  was  44,000/.;  in  the  next 
year,  it  increased  to  86,000f. ;  and  in  the 
last  year  it  Amounted  to  95,1 47f.  In 
another  aitide  of  manure,  wooRen  n^, 
our  importation,  in  the  year  1824,  was 
three  hundred  and  fifty  tons.  In  the  next 
year,  rt  was  three  hundred  and  forty-one 
tonsc  In  the  year  1826,  it  was  six  hun<^ 
dred  and  fifteen  tons;  and  in  the  last 
year,  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  6o, 
in  the  article  of  rape  and  linseed  cake. 
In  the  year  ending  January  1824,  we  im- 
ported one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
five  hundred  cwts.  In  the  next  year,'lbut 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  seven 
hundred.  In  the  next  year,  six  hundred 
and  eighty-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-mree;  and  in  the  last  year,  five 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  six 
hundred. — ^Tlie  right  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
ceeded to  aigue,  that  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lowed that  the  importation  of  com  from 
abroad  should  materially  diminish  the 
sales  of  the  home  agriculturist ;  for  that 
the  additional  spur  given  to  manufactures 
would  haye  the  efiect  of  increasing  the 
demand.  To  instance  again  the  case  of 
Ireland :  the  four  hundred  thousand 
quarters  of  wheat  which  we  annually  im- 
ported from  that  country,  must  necessarilj 
displace  so  much  com  grown  in  Great 
Bntain;  yet  it  was  not  found  that  w6 
sustain^  any  injury;  for  the  stimulus 
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given  to  oar  manafactures  had  increased 
Qur  consumption,  and  with  it  of  coarse 
our  demand.  For  the  quantity  which  we 
might  be  expected  to  import  under  the 
new  \x9ff  some  idea  of  that  might  be  form- 
ed from  the  quantity  which  we  had  im- 
ported. In  the  twenty  years  ending  in 
1815,  our  total  importation  had  been 
eleven  million  of  quarters;  and  of  those, 
three  years  had  been  years  of  scarcity, 
wluch  had  consumed  four  million  quarters 
out  of  the  eleven  million.  In  barley  and 
oats  our  importation  had  been  very  trifling 
indeed;  and  in  wheat,  which  was  the 
main  article  of  consideration,  it  might 
fairly  be  calculated,  that  our  yearly  im- 
portation would  not  exceed,  upon  an  ave- 
rage of  one  year  with  another,  six  hundred 
thousand  quarters. — ^The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman went  on  to  show,  by  calculations 
taken  from  the  report,  that  there  was  no 
iust  ground  for  apprehension  as  to  the 
importation  of  foreign  g^n.  The  defect 
in  the  arguments  of  those  hon.  gentlemen 
who  were  hostile  to  the  measure,  lay  in 
this.  They  reasoned  as  if,  with  the  most 
grievous  depression  in  the  price  of  grain, 
tike  prices  or  all  other  commodities,  freight, 
navigation,  and  all  other  charges,  would 
remain  the  same :  they  supposed  two 
things  which  were  incompatible — a  stag- 
nant market,  and  high  prices.  But  an 
infaUible  result  of  low  prices  of  grain  would 
|)e  that  of  affecting  the  prices  of  all  other 
commodities.  Mr.  Jacob  had  shown  se-' 
veral  instances  of  the  effect  of  a  demand 
in  raising  prices  abroad ;  and  they  were 
puch  as  ought  to  allay  all  apprehension  of 
the  evils  so  much  dreaded,  by  the  agricul- 
tural gentry,  from  that  frightful  part  of 
the  world,  the  Black  Sea,  that  source  of 
the  phantoms  which  seemed  so  ereatly  to 
bewilder  the  whole  of  the  landed  interest 
Mr.  Jacob's  evidence  had  stormed  that 
fortress,  by  proving  that  com,  at  one  time 
with  another,  could  not  leave  Odessa,  unless 
the  price  it  produces  rises  to  60s.,  since  it 
cannot  be  delivered  in  England  at  less  than 
44s.  independent  of  the  duty,  whatever  that 
may  be.  The  latest  price  at  Dantzic  was 
29s.,  and  it  had  been  calculated  by  a  per- 
son skilled  in  affairs  of  that  kind,  that 
wheat  bought  there  at  that  price  coidd  not 
be  sold  in  England  under  44s.y  indepen- 
dently of  \1^  duty.  With  respect  to 
America,  the  latest  quotations  from  New 
York  made  the  price  at  which  American 
wheat  could  be  imported  into  this  country 
34s.,  independently  of  the  duty.    He  could 
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multiply  instances  of  this  kind ;  but  he 
thougnt  he  bad  said  sufficient  to  show  that 
foreign  grain  could  not  be  imported  into 
this  country,  in  such  quantities,  and  at 
such  rates,  as  injuriously  to  interfere  with 
our  agriculture.  It  was  to  be  observed 
that  all  the  evidence  g^ven  before  the  com- 
mittees of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  con- 
firmed the  statement  he  had  made.  With 
respect  to  Mr.  Jacob's  report,  though  he 
dici  not  hold  himself  answerable  for  its 
statements,  he  thought  it  but  justice  to 
that  gentleman  to  say,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  length  of  time  since  it  had  been 
before  the  public,  its  correctness  had  not 
been  impeached.  Some  minor  points  had 
been  said  to  be  incorrect ;  but,  upon  the 
whole,  it  had  gained  the  credit  it  had  de- 
served. He  could  not  but  think  that  one 
of  the  worst  evils  of  the  existing  law,  was 
its  tendency  to  excite  the  hostility  of  the 
manufacturing  against  the  agricultural  in- 
terests. He  had  therefore  hoped,  that 
the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  agricul- 
tural interest  would  have  vrillingly  acceded 
to  the  passing  of  a  law,  which  would  have 
the  eflfect  of  allaying  the  irritated  feelings 
existing  between  those  two  great  interests. 
Such  being  the  object  of  the  bill,  if  the 
gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest  consented 
to  its  passine,  it  would  Remove  at  once 
every  trace  of  the  feelings  of  animosity  to 
which  he  had  alluded.  He  believed  that, 
in  genera],  the  country  was  satisfied  with 
this  bill.  At  least,  so  far  satisfied  with  it, 
as  not  to  be  inclined  to  shew  any  popular 
feeling  on  one  side  or  the  other.  He  en-, 
treated,  then,  that  it  might  pass — that  the 
painful,and,  he  migfatsay,angry,  complaints 
of  the  manufacturing  against  the  landed 
interest  might  be  stayed.  He  implored 
those  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  let 
this  opportunity  pass  them,  as  he  could 
conceive  a  state  of  distress  which  would 
produce  effects  that  might  bring  this  ques- 
tion before  them  in  a  very  different  shape. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  would  be  no 
longer  at  their  option  whether  com  should 
be  admitted  at  60s.  A  starving  popula- 
tion would  listen  to  no  terms.  He  depre-  ^ 
cated  nothing  more  than  the  overthrow  of 
this  measure  by  the  landed  aristocracy. 
When  he  looked  at  the  growing  intellt* 
gence  of  the  people,  the  power  of  the  pub- 
lic press,  ana  the  real  justice  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  was  much  mistaken  if  it  was  not 
brought  before  them  under  a  fiir  different 
aspect,  if  it  was  not  now  settled.  It  was 
upon  Uiese  grounds  that  he  entreated  the 
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gentlemen  of  the  lended  interest  to  oonBi- 
<ler  before  they  opposed  this  measttie;  and 
upon  these  grounds  itwas,  that  he  entreated 
the  House  to  vote  with  htm  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Western  wished  to  offer  some  ob* 
servations  upon  what  had  -fallen  from  the 
ri^t  hon.  ^ntleman ;  but,  as  he  was  con- 
seions  of  his  inability  to  reply  to  him  with 
the  same  force  and  ^ect,  he  entreated  the 
indulgence  of  the  House.  The  ri^t  hon. 
gentleman  had  anticipated  that  this  bill,  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  have  the  efiect  of 
extinguishing  the  animosity  which  existed 
between  the  two  great  interests;  but  he 
could  not  concur  with  him  that  the  bill 
would  haye  any  such  effect.  He  had 
thought  that  the  common  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  of  the  manufacturing 
portion  especially,  would  have  been  satis- 
fied with  the  effect  of  the  law  of  1815. 
Had  not  his  majesty's  minbters,  and  the 
honourable  genUemen  around  him,  from 
time  to  time,  indulged  in  invectives  against 
the  operation  of  that  law,  the  people 
would  not  have  thought  of  complaining  of 
it.  It  was  not  that  law,  but  very  different 
causes,  which  had  produced  the  pressure 
of  distress  which. they  had  lately  expe- 
rienced. Had  not  the  people  been  misted, 
their  common  sense  would  have  told  them, 
that  com  had  been  sold  at  as  low  a  price 
as  it  could  by  possibility  be  afforded.  They 
would  have  seen  that  the  distress  of  the 
fanner  had  been,  and  was  equal,  if  not 
greater,  than  that  of  the  manufacturer. 
It  was  the  notions  of  theoretic  improve- 
ment which  had  been  instilled  into  the 
people  by  the  honourable  gentlemen  aroUnd 
nim,  which  had  made  the  people  dissatis- 
fied with  the  act  of  1815.  But  their  dis- 
tresses, and  the  variations  in  the  price  of 
com,  were  to  be  attributed  to  a  very  difier- 
ent  cause.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  at 
length  into  the  question  of  the  currency ; 
but  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  act  of 
1819,  restoring  the  gold  currency,  was  the 
origin  .of  the  fluctuations  in  tiie  price 
of  com  which  followed.  In  fact,  it  was 
the  value  of  money  which  fluctuated, 
not  the  price  of  com.  This  was  a  fact 
which  could  not  be  denied.  He  asked,  why 
had  the  right  hon.  gentleman  left  such  a 
fact  out  of  the  question  ?  It  was  in  con- 
templation in  1814  and  1815  to  pass  the 
bill  of  1819  in  1816,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  preparations  made  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  subsequent  postponement  or  the 
maasuie,  a  great  fluctuation  ensued  in  the 


price  of  coTOi  which  they  must  all  remem* 
ben  Let  them  compare  the  price  of  1 824, 
1825,  and  1826,  with  that  of  1822,  and 
consider  the  cause  of  it«  Did  not  lord 
Londonderry^  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  lord  Liverpool,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
declare  that  the  Bnenciai  measures  then 
taking  were  not  in  consequence  of  a  want 
of  money  for  the  service  ci  the  state ;  but 
simply  to  enlarge  the  circulation  ?  Th6 
circulation  was  accordingly  enlarged,  and 
the  prices  of  1824, 1825,  and  1826,  were 
owing  to  that  cause  All  this  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  put  out  of  constdcsra- 
tion.  He  would  put  it  to  the  House  to 
say,  whether  it  was  fair  to  impute  the 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  com  to  the  act 
of  1815?  No;  the  fair  way  would  have 
been,  to  see  what  were  the  fluctuations 
where  a  different  system  of  Com-laws  pre- 
vailed, and  to  have  compared  them  with 
the  fluctuations  that  had  taken  place  in 
this  country.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
could  have  made  it  out,  that  where  there 
was  a  free  trade  in  com,  the  price  had 
been  comparatively  steadv,  he  would,  in 
that  case,  nave  made  good  his  point.  But 
if  that  investigation  should  prove,  that  the 
fluctuations  were  less  in  diis  country  than 
in  other  places,  the  converse  of  the  ri^t 
hon.  gentleman's  proposition  would  be  ne- 
cessarily established.  Let  the  House, 
then,  look  at  the  facts.  He  would  first 
refer  to  the  great  emporium  of  a  free  trade 
in  com — the  port  of  Hamburgh.  He 
would  take  the  highest  and  lowest  prices 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Jacob,  in  the  months  of 
March  and  September.  In  March,  1817, 
the  lowest  price  of  wheat  was  62s.  dof., 
the  highest  Bis.  9d,  The  average  price 
of  that  year  was  72s.  In  1820,  the  ave- 
rage had  come  down  to  36s.;  and,  in 
1821,  to  26s.  4d.  The  average  of  the 
last  six  years,  ending  with  1825,  at  Ham- 
burgh, was  23s.  5d.  In  March,  1825,  it 
was  reduced  to  20s.  9d, ;  and,  in  the  Sep-> 
tember  of  that  year,  to  19s.  l<f.  In 
1817,  the  lowest  price  of  barley  at  Ham- 
burgh was  33s.  6d. ;  the  highest,  36s.  Sd. ; 
the  average  35s.  Ic^.  In  1825,  the  average 
price  of  that  sort  of  com  had  sunk  to 
10s.  Sd.  The  average  of  the  last  five  or 
six  years  was  lis.  He  would  next  refier 
to  the  prices  at  the  finee  town  of  Cracow. 
In  1817,  the  average  price  of  wheat  was 
57s.  lOcT.  The  price  had  since  been  as 
low  as  12s.  9d. ;  and  the  average  of  the 
last  ^ve  or  six  years  was  19s.  Sdi  At 
Beilin,  the  .fluctustioDs  had-  varied  from 
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7Zs^  tbe  big^idrt  priee»  to  ^2«.,  wbldi  was 
tiieknra«t«    In  the  Dantxie  mafket,  the 
^be^t  pice  of  wheat,  in  1817,  waa  845. ; 
md,  the  average  of  the  two  last  yeafs^  24a. 
The  conelasion  he  drew  fron^  these  state- 
ments w«Bk  that  where  a  fvee  trade  in  corn 
existed,  the  difierenee  of  prices  had  been 
quadruple;  while^  in  thiseountryi  under 
the  proUUtorj  system,  it  had  not  beai 
doabie,  setting  aBide  altogether  the  que^ 
tion  of  currency.     The  hon.  gentleman 
scud,  that  his  objection  to  this  new  Corn- 
bill  was,  that  it  extended  to  corn  that  prin- 
ciple of  free  trade  which  had  been  so  un- 
^unately   applied    to    other    articles. 
After  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
subject*   he  apprehended  that  the  most 
£itflu  consequences  would  ensue,  if  the 
British  market  was  at  all  times,  at  some 
price  or  other,  open  to  the  competition  of 
the  whole  world.    He  besought  the  House 
^  look  at  the  proapecdve  effects  of  this 
measuie ;  not  at  those  which  had  resulted 
firom.aBr  entirely  different  system.    If  the 
BOW  aystem  were  pursued^  namely^  that  of 
free  trade,   subject   to  a  varying  duty, 
the  com  trade  would  be  carried  to  an 
extent  which  could  not    at  present  be 
fereseeik.    No   man   could,    beforehand, 
calculala  on  the  efiects  that  would  fbUow 
the  exciteoiirat  produced  by  throwing  open 
the  British  market;  which  was  well  known  to 
ie  the  moot  benefieial  market  in  the  world. 
The  British  market  was  not  only  now  the 
highest  priced  in  Europe,  but  would  con- 
tinue so^  until  Oreat  Britain  was  reduced 
|o  the  same  aftate  of  poverty  and  wretched- 
ness that  diaractenaEed  ttie  other  corn- 
growing   countries.     What   a   tempting 
market  was   thi&    fo^   speculotioii ;    not 
merely  always  open,  hut  opening  at  all 
^es,  with  the  additional  bonus  of  the 
bonding  system  I    No  inducement  ioould 
be  stronger  to  the  specuh^or;  no  enter- 
prise more  oiticing.    The  immense  mass 
of  British  capital  would  find  its  way  to 
this  employment,  and  be  continually  ab- 
sorbed m  it.    "nie  hon.  gentlemen  who 
supported  this  bill  contended  that  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  keep  capital  in  the 
eountry*     He  thought^  however,  that  a 
more  certain  meth(^  of  driving  it  awny 
eouM  not  be  devised  than  titm  measure, 
which  held  out  so  hi|^  a  premium  to 
traasplaat  Britidi  capital,  for  the  cidtiva- 
tion  of  foreign  lands,  as  it  had  altfesdy, 
under  the  operatktt  of  the  same  principles, 
been  f^lied  to  the  butUiag  and  imvigat- 
ing  0f  ^tps  m  the  Baltic,    TheKpnnci- 
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pies  of  firee  trade  bad  distinctly  a  t^eocy 
lo  inorease  the  means  of  other  countries. 
The  House  wouM  see»  by  the  official  ,re- 
tums»  how  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  in- 
creased importation  of  foreign  cam  the 
amount  of  foreign  totmage  had  also  in- 
creased. From  1815  to  1819,  the  num- 
ber oi  foreign  ships  had  increased  from 
three  thousand  to  nearly  six  thousand,  in 
consequence  of  the  proportionate  importa- 
tion of  foreigo  com.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  argued,  that,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past,  there  was  no  reason  to 
apprehend  any  great  increase  in  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  com  into  this  country. 
If  that  were  the  fact,  what  was  the  good 
of  Itie  measure  ?  Was  it  not  the  object  of 
those  wh^  urged  it  forward,  to  have 
cheiqper  com  from  foreign  countries^  that 
those  countries  might  be  able  to  take  our 
manufactures  in  exchange?  If  foreign  com 
did  not  come  in,  that  (S>ject  would  be  de- 
feated. Qut  their  object  waa  to  dimmish 
the  price  of  British  com  at  any  ratek  He 
would  admit  .it  to  be  a  legitimate  one,  if 
the  price  of  com  in  this  country  were 
higher  than  was  sufficient  to  give  a  profit 
to  capital  employed  in  agriculture,  equal 
to  that  employed  in  any  other  parsuit.  it 
was  his  firsQi  convictkm,  taking  the  average 
of  any  number  of  years  to  which  gentte- 
men  midsit  be  disposed  to  refer,  that  cubi- 
tal employed  in  agriculture  had  not  yielded 
a  return  equal  to  what  Qa|Mtal  employed 
in  trade  or  manufacture  would  be  found 
to  have  done.  Capital  vested  in  the  pur- 
chase of  land  had  yielded  about  three  per 
cent;  and  capital  vested  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  land  had  occasionally  returned  from 
seven  to  ten  per  cent.  Taking  ihgae  re- 
turns as  fair  average  returns,  they  were 
not  at  all  equal  to  the  average  returns  of 
capital  embarked  in  trade  during  the  aame 
period.  If  parliament  should  permit  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn,  in  tne  manner 
and  to  the  extent  pressed,  the  eonse- 
quenee  would  inevitably  be,  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  capital  vested  in  land,  and  in 
thecultivaCiottof  land,  would  be  wid^rawn^ 
^d  the  market  for  a^cultural  laboar 
be  pcoportionably.  dirambhed.  In  -^ 
discussions  upon  this  subject,  a  great 
many  ftcts  had  been  broadly  assumed, 
which  were  not  founded  on  truth.  Thus 
it  was  said,  that  the  efiect  of  the  Ugh 
war-prioes  had  been,  to  bring  into  caltiva* 
tion  large  tracts  of  poor  land;  and  that 
the  necessity  of  allowing  lands  w^>c^ 
would  not  payj  to  go  out  of  cultivatl^* 
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mzs  CM  of  the  main  cuiiseB  of  tfioie  in- 
fef liable  evik  vhtch  the  agrieultural  in* 
lerat  were  at  present  appfeheading.  But, 
in  Teality,  although  some  such  poor  lands 
nighl  have  beeo  brought  tmder  cukure, 
the  effect  of  the  war  prices  had  been 
also,  to  bring  into  cultivation  an  amazing 
extenft  of  the  most  productire  lands,  whieh 
had  been  previously  totally  neglected. 
Another  effect  of  the  same  powerful  sti- 
mulus had  been,  to  introduce  a  better 
system  of  agriculture  into  the  kingdom^  He 
could  prove,  that,  in  numberless  instances, 
land,  which  a  hundred  years  since  was 
(leemed  incapable  of  growing  wheat  at  all, 
had,  within  these  few  years  past,  yielded 
abundant  crops  of  the  best  quality.  The 
truth  was  this,  that  that  land  which  had 
been  most  highW  thought  of,  and,  there- 
fore, most  regularly  cultivated,  was  some 
of  the  worst  land  in  England^  High 
prices  had  bvoueht  into  cultivation  some 
loams,  upon  which  wheat  could  be  ab* 
eolttt^  raised,  at  this  day,  cheaper  than 
ft  would  have  been  a  century  ago.  He 
contended  further,  that  high  prices  of 
wricultimd  produce  had  exercised  a  direct 
4e«ct  in  increasing  the  quantity  of  ani- 
mal (bod  and  woolten  clothing — of  the  sub- 
sistence and  the  clodiing  of  the  poor.  R 
was  in  such  respects  as  wese  that  the  theo- 
rists proceeded  on  principles  totally  false. 
We  had,  ic  was  truly  stated,  a  superabundant 
population ;  an  excess  both  of  our  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  population ;  and, 
at  that  very  moment,  an  Emigration  com- 
mittee was  sitting  up  stairs.  One  of  the 
most  strenuous  disciples  of  M'CuUoch 
bad  actually  proposed  to  export  one  mil- 
lion of  our  industrious,  active,  meritorious, 
and  agricultural  population,  from  this 
country  to  Canada,  at  the  incredible  ex- 
pense of  100/.  a  man.  At  the  same  time, 
it  was  proposed  to  admit  foreign  com. 
•Why,  it  was  clear,  tiiat,  by  admitting 
foreign  com,  pariiament  was  at  one  and 
the  same  time  decreasing  domestic  agri- 
cultural labour,  and  importing  foreign 
agricultural  labour  to  the  same  amount. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had  no 
document  upon  which  dependence  could 
be  placed  for  the  average  of  the  prices  at 
which  he  had  assumedforeign  com  to  be  sold. 
When  it  was  recollected,  that  the  prices 
tmder  the  paper  currency  and  the  prices 
under  the  restored  currency  were,  in  Mr. 
Jacob's  Report,  indiscriminately  jumbled 
together,  there  was  in  reality  no  founda- 
tton  Ibr  a  fair  average.    Tho  average  price 


of  wheat  at  Rambmgh  far  the  last  Ave 
years  was  33s.  5d.  a  quarter ;  ad  Dantxidt 
279.  4^.;  at  Berlin  2^8.  3d.;  at  Warsaw 
and  Prague  %U,  6d,;  and  at  Cracow 
19s.  Id.  The  average  price  ad  all  these 
places  WW  23s.  8|c{.  if  30^.  duty  w^re 
added  to  this  srverage  price,  it  would  ap^ 
pear  that  the  foreign  grower  would  sttMd 
upon  equal  terms  with  the  BrMih  grower 
in  the  English  market,  when  cam  was 
at  558.  He  deprecated  the  pissing  of  Che 
measuro  before  the  House.  Jt  was  at  least 
a  doubtful^  and  in  hb  opinion  il  was  a 
very  dan^rous,  experiment.  Depressed 
as  the  agncultural  interest  was  at  tne  pre- 
sent moment,  the  slightest  addition  to  the 
pressure  might  annihilate  a  great  mass  of 
capital,  and  effect  the  destruction  of  a 
great  number  of  the  cultivators  of  the 
soil,  who  had  the  strongest  claims  apen 
the  support  of  their  countnr. 

Captain  Oordm  b^ged  to  say  a  fefW 
words  upon  a  question  deeply  affecting  the 
interesU  of  the  agricultuiisU  in  the  pmtof 
the  country  with  which  he  was  connected. 
After  the  utmost  attention  he  had  been 
able  to  give  to  this  question,  he  theiught^ 
without  pretending  to  any  knowledge  of 

Khtical  economy,  tfiat  the  object  of  the 
jislature  should  be  t»  promoto  the  em- 
plo^^t  of  the  labouring  classes,  so  that 
tktut  wages  might  be  adequate  to  tte 
means  of  obtaining  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life.  At  the  present  moment 
numbers  of  the  labouring  population,  pap- 
ticuiarly  of  the  manufacturing  popfdatioD, 
were  out  of  employ ;  and  the  questiim  was, 
whether  the  admission  of  foreign  com 
would  hav^  the  effect  of  increasing  the  de- 
mand for  labour  throughout  the  country  ? 
He  had  heaid  it  stated  ^  high  authority,  in 
the  year  181 5,  that  this  couBtry  was  then  hi 
a  condition  to  grow  a  sufficient  supply  Ibr 
its  own  consmnption.  At  another  time, 
when  the  agricultural  interest  was  in  a  dis- 
tressed state,  he  had  heard,  from  the  same 
high  authority,  that  the  distress  was  oc-< 
canioned  by  over-production ;  and  now  he 
was  told,  that  it  was  necessary  to  apply 
to  the  foreign  market  to  assist  us.  The 
annual  consumption  of  core  in  this  cout^- 
try  amounted  to  twelve  or  thirteen  millions 
of  quarters,  end  if  one  million  quaiteiB 
wero  supplied  from  the  foreign  markM,  a 
quantity  of  labour  equal  to  Uie  growth  of 
that  quantity  of  com  must  be  displaced  in 
thi^  country.  Now,  unless  there  wis  a 
demand  for  our  manulkctures  suflicicnt  to 
inderoftify  us  for  that  ^'sphcettent,  the 
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effect  of  the  importation  of  foreign 'com 
would  be  a  diminution  of  labour  through- 
out the  country.  The  .part  of  the  country 
with  which  he  was  connected,  laboured 
under  the  disadvantages  of  an  ungenial 
climate,  and  a  comparatLvely  unproductive 
soil.  He  was  aware  it  was  said,  that 
such  land  ought  never  to  have  been 
brought  into  cultivation  ;  but  it  should  be 
recollected,  that  the  cultivation  of  such 
land  gave  employment  to  the  labouring 
population  of  the  country.  Objecting,  as 
ne  did,  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  feel- 
ing that  the  principle  of  it,  if  carried  into 
full  effect,  would  unquestionably  throw  a 
great  quantity  of  the  poor  lands  out  of 
cultivation,  he  could  not  give  it  his  un- 
qualified support ;  and  if  no  other  hon. 
member  took  up  the  subject,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  giv^  notice  that  he  would,  in  the 
committee,  if  the  bill  should  reach  that 
stage,  move  that  the  prices  of  grain  in  the 
maritime  ports  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  be 
included  m  that  amount  of  price  from 
which  the  averages  are  to  be  struck.  For 
the  present  he  would  content  himself  by 
giving  his  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  Palmer  of  Berkshire,  declared 
himself  willing  to  go  the  whole  way  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  to  the  opinions 
he  hiMl  expressed  upon  the  principle  of  the 
law  of  1815.  Whatever,  however,  might 
be  his  opinion,  either  on  Uiat  law  or  on  the 
system  which  the  bill  before  the  House 
proposed  to  establish,  he  could  not  forget 
that  he  represented  a  very  large  class  of 
persons  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  that  it  was  their  firm  belief^  that  a 
great  part  of  the  poor  lands  must  be 
thrown  out  of  cultivation  by  the  permission 
to  import  foreign  com.  Feeling  it,  there- 
fore, nis  duty  to  oppose  the  bill  in  its  pre- 
sent shape,  he  trasted  he  should  not  be 
accused  of  any  illiberality  to  either  classes 
whose  interests  were  supposed  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  question  ;  for  it  was  solely* 
from  a  conviction  of  the  ruin  which  must 
fall  upon  the  agriculturists,  that  he  was 
induced  to  adopt  that  course. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said,  that  as  he  had  so  of- 
ten delivered  his  sentiments  upon  this  sub- 
ject he  did  not  feel  himself  justified  in  tres- 
passing long  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House.  He  could  not,  however,  refrain 
from  offering  a  few  observations,  upon  one 
or  two  points.  It  had  been  said,  that  the 
result  of  this  measure  would  be,  to  throw 
lands  of  inferior  quality  out  of  cultivation. 
No  such  thing  would,  take  place.     No 
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such  thing  had  hitherto  taken  place ;  al- 
though Uie  average  prices  for  the  last 
seven,  years  had  been  less  than  those  of 
the  preceding  ten  years.  Since,  the  year 
1820  the  average  prices  had  been  57«. 
3d, ;  and  during  the  ten  years  preceding 
1820  they  had  t^n  87s.  Now,  he  would 
ask  whether  any  land  had  been  Uirown  out 
of  cultivation  during  the  period  of  that  low 
price  when  contrasted  with  that  which 
preceded  it.  He  had  given  the  subject 
the  utmost  consideration  in  his  power,  and 
he  was  convinced  that  foreign  grain  might 
be  imported  without  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree affecting  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try, as  it  at  present  existed.  He  would 
ask  the  House  to  recollect  that,  during 
the  last  two  years  of  the  seven  years  to 
which  he  had  just  alluded,  there  had  been 
admitted  into  the  home  market  a  quantity 
of  com,  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  stated  to  be  817,000,  but  which 
he  believed  to  be  fully  840,000  quarters ; 
and  they  ought,  also  to  recollect,  that  all 
that  quantity  was  sold,  in  addition  to  the 
produce  of  the  English  agriculturists,  with- 
out producing  any  effect  upon  the  cOltiva- 
tion  of  the  poor  land.  It  was,  indeed,  his 
decided  conviction,  from  a  reference  to 
the  production  of  an  average  number  of 
years,  that  this  country  did  not  produce 
grain  enough  for  its  own  consumption, 
even  with  the  aid  of  all  the  poor  lands 
which  had  been  brought  into  cultivationw 
Nothing,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  more 
absurd  than  the  fears  which  were  enter- 
tained in  this  country  upon  the  subject  of 
importing  foreign  ^rain.  Now,  with  re- 
spect to  the  low  price  of  com  in  foreign 
markets,  he  must  say,  that  the  calculation 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex  was  a  com- 
plete delusion.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
document,  from  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  prices  of  com  in  Dantzic,  on  the -1st  of 
last  March,  were — ^for  the  first  quality, 
from  34s,  to  36s  ;  second  quality,  31 9.  to 
32s, ;  third  quali^,  28s.  to  295.  It  would 
be  readily  admitted  that  the  two  first  were 
the  only  kinds  which  could  find  their  way 
to  this  country.  Thirty-six  shillings,  then, 
was  the  price  of  gram  in  Dantzic ;  and 
to  that  were  to  be  added  what  he  had  not 
yet  heard  taken  into  consideration,  the 
profits  which  the  merchant  must  have 
upon  his  speculation,  the  interest  upon  his 
capital;  which,  wiUi  freight  and  other 
charges,  he  could  not  think  he  underrated 
when  he  said  it  must  amount  to  twelve 
shillings  a  quarter.     The  House  would^ 
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tbeYefore,  ^ee,  that  even  at  the  preseht 
tnoment,  without  the  duty,  com  could 
not  be  sold  for  less  than  forty-seven  shil- 
lings ;  if  he  said  fifty,  perhaps  it  would 
be  nearer  the  tmfli.  dould  it  then  be 
ttfid  that  the  agriculturists  had  any  thing 
to  fear  ?  In  bis  opinion,  they  were  alann- 
ed  at  a  bugbear,  and  spending  their  time 
in  unnecessa^  discussums,  which  were 
•nly  calculated  to  create  disaentions  and 
cherish  animosities  between  the  manufieu:- 
turers  and  the  agriculturists.  The  oppori<* 
tion  to  the  bill  reminded  him  most  strong* 
ly  of  a  similar  course  of  proceeding  about 
seventy  years  ago,  with  regard  to  the  at- 
tempt to  extend  the  principle  of  turnpike 
tfoaas  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  On 
diat  occasiotty  the  counties  adjacent  to  the 
metropolb  presented  a  petition  to  parlia- 
ment, praying  that  the  turnpike-roads, 
which  then  only  existed  in  those  counties, 
lAiould  not  be  extended  to  the  distant 
counties ;  and  stating,  that  if  those  roads 
wtefe  so  extended,  the  counties  adjacent  to 
the  metropolis  would  be  ruined  by  compe- 
tition witA  the  distant  counties;  which 
would  then  have  increased  fiicilities  of 
^veying  tKeir  produce  to  the  London 
market.  The  apprehensions  entertained 
by  those  petitioners  were  perfectly  ground- 
1ms,  and  he  had  no  doubt,  that  m  the  re- 
sult, the  apprehensions  now  entertained 
by  the  agriculturist  would  prove  equally 
4nf6und^.  He  certainly  had  strong  ob- 
jections to  this  bill ;  but  as  he  had  no  al- 
ternative, except  between  it  and  the  law 
of  1822,  he  would  support  the  second 
feading. 

Mr.  O.  Philipi  said,  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  bill  before  die  House,  but  he 
^ould  neverthel^  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  because  he  thought  it  an  improve- 
ment upon  the  former  system  of  our  Corn- 
laws.  He  could  see  no  more  reason  why 
the  legislature  should  be  expected  to  cal- 
eulate  the  expenses  of  producing  com,  and 
to  fix  a  minimum  price  for  agricultural  pro- 
duce, any  more  than  it  should  be  expected 
to  fix  a  minimum  price  for  manufactures. 
He  thoueht  the  price  ought  to  be  left  to 
be  settled  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller. 
The  manufacturer  had  had  his  day  of  high 
prices,  and  the  agriculturist  had  had  his 
day  of  high  prices ;  but  nothing  could  be 
more  absurd  than  to  suppose,  diat  a  cure 
tot  all  their  distresses  was  to  be  found 
m  ibe  high  price  of  oom.  High  prices 
of  eom  idways  brought  high  poor-rates. 
He  would  take  leave  to  read  an  extract  | 
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from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioneta 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  Poor-laws  in  the  year  1822.  The 
commissioners  stated,  that  they  could 
not  avoid  noting,  without  comment, 
that  the  fluctuations  in  the  poor-rates 
had  kept  pace  with  the  fluctuations  in 
the  prices,  of  grain,  rising  with  it  in  the 
year  1821,  falling  with  it  again,  and  rising 
afterwards.  If  high  prices  of  grain,  there- 
fore, brought  prosperity,  how  came  it,  he 
would  ask,  that  they  brought  h^h  poor^ 
rates  also  ?  The  principles  of  free  trade 
required  that  some  protection  should  be 
afforded  to  those  who  paid  taxes  beyond 
those  with  whom  they  were  called  upon  to 
compete.  These  were  the  true  principles 
under  which  a  free  trade  could  be  carried 
on,  and  under  which  the  prosperity  of  all 
could  be  secured.  The  only  objection 
which  he  had  to  this  measure  was,  that  it 
did  not  carry  the  principles  of  free  trade 
far  enough,  with  regard  to  the  trade  in 
com.  He  had,  however,  no  alternative 
between  this  bill  and  the  old  system,  and 
therefore  he  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Wodekouse  said,  that  a  small  dif- 
ference in  the  price  of  grain  was  of  lit- 
tle consequence  to  the  consumer,  but  of 
vast  importance  to  the  grower.  The  trade 
in  corn,  too,  between  Great  Britain  and 
foreign  countries  was  ardently  desired  by 
foreigners ;  and  he  thought  there  still  re- 
mained a  great  deal  of  doubt  and  dark- 
ness about  the  price  at  which  foreign 
grain  could  be  imported.  The  hon.  mem* 
ber  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  prices  of 
com  in  ]&igland,  from  1816  to  1824,  and 
compared  the  amount  of  imports  from 
1801  to  the  present  time,  with  a  view  of 
deprecating  any  rash  alteration  that  might 
be  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil. 

Sir  T.  Acland  said,  he  was  desirous,  of 
explaining  to  the  House  the  sentiments  he 
entertained  upon  this  difficult  and  deli- 
cate question.  He  had  been  taught  to 
believe,  and  had  come  to  the  conviction, 
that  the  best  maiket  for  the  English  con- 
sumer was  that  of  the  grower  on  his  own 
soiL  The  only  difficulty  he  had  ever  felt 
was  the  quantum  of  protection  to  which 
the  agriculturist  was  entitled.  He  was 
unwilling,  however,  to  run  the  risk  of 
wholly  rejecting  this  bill.  By  a  former 
vote  he  had  shown,  that  his  opinion  was 
in  favour  of  64s.  per  quarter  as  the  price 
at  which  the  importation  of  foreign  com 
should  be  admitted  with  little  or  no  duty, 
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But  if  the  question  came  to  be  between  6O5. 
and  648,,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  wise 
to  run  the  hazard  of  cominittin|  irretrieva- 
bly one  of  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try against  another  on  that  question  alone. 
The  greatest  evil,  he  believed,  was  the 
suffering  this  question  to  remain  unsettled ; 
and  he  was  extremely  unwilling,  after  the 
discussions  which  had  taken  place,  after  the 
arbitration  of  the  government  had  as  it 
were  been  awarded,  the  subject  should 
come  to  be  again  agitated  in  the  next  ses- 
sion of  parliament.  If  he  doubted  whether 
it  would  be  wise  for  the  agriculturist  to 
press  for  the  64s.,  against  the  opinion  of 
the  House,  it  was  because  that  opinion 
bad  been  expressed  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner, and  on  repeated  occasions.  After  all 
that  had  taken  place  he  was  convinced 
that  any  resistance  to  the  bOl  would  go 
to  place  the  agricultural  interest  in  a 
worse  situation  man  it  had  been  in  before. 
For  this  reason  he  found  it  impossible 
to  concur  with  the  amendment  of  his  lion, 
friend  :  but  as  he  was  desirous  that  the 
bill  should  be  passed  in  as  complete  a 
state  as  possible  he  should  propose  any 
such  alterations  in  the  committee  as  he 
though  might  be  likely  to  tend  to  its  im- 
provement. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  it  was  much  better 
for  the  country  to  stand  by  the  law  of 
1822,  than  to  trust  to  the  experiment  of 
the  bill  now  before  them.  From  1822  to 
the  present  time,  the  price  of  corn  had 
been  remarkably  steady ;  and  if  the  law 
had  not  been  tampered  with,  it  would 
have  produced  a  fair  rumunerating  price. 
The  universal  prayer  of  the  farmers  was, 
that  the  House  would  let  them  alone.  He 
did  not  see  what  security  there  was  in  the 
present  experiment ;  for  experiment  it  was, 
as  no  person  could  tell  what  would  be  the 
operation  of  the  measure  at  the  end  of  the 
next  twelve  months.  He  would  ask,  what 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  this  measure  ? 
Was  it  any  apprehension  of  a  sudden  rise, 
or  high  and  injurous  prices  ?  It  was  im- 
possible to  observe  an  invariable  steadi- 
ness of  price.  But  prices,  since  1824, 
had  been  more  steady  than  was  usual. 
Indeed  it  would  be  found  that  this  week 
prices  were  lower  than  in  1793,  and  within 
a  shilling  of  what  the  averages  were  from 
1790  to  1799.  He  observed  the  ^at 
agitation  upon  this  subject  which  existed 
throughout  the  country,  and  he  knew  that 
fome  gentlemen  apprehended  danger, 
unless  the  petitions  were  granted  of  \&ae 
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who  demauded  what  coiild  aot  be  reason-* 
ably  acceded  to.  He  had  heard  threats 
as  to  the  House  being  compelled  to  adopt 
this  measure,  if  they  did  not  vohmtanly 
concur  in  it.  Those  threats  came  from  a 
quarter  whence  he  least  expected  them ; 
but  he  hoped  the  House  would  discharge 
its  duty,  regardless  of  such  threats.  It 
was  said  that  the  highest  duty  would 
amount  to  a  prohibition.  If  prohibition 
were  meant,  let  it  be  said  so ;  for  prohibi- 
tion he  coidd  understand.  In  our  artifi-» 
cial  state  of  society,  it  was  impossible  lo 
apply  those  principles  which  under  other 
circumstances  might  be  perfectly  applica^ 
ble.  He  conceived  that  the  system  of  pro- 
hibition, to  a  certain  extent,  was  the  safest 
principle  for  the  country  to  foUow.^  His 
majesty's  ministers,  in  framing  the  reso- 
lutions respecting  the  admission  of  foreign 
com,  seemed  to  act  on  the  principle,  that 
com  in  this  country  should  be  as  cheap 
as  it  was  elsewhere.  Now  this  he  con- 
ceived to  be  perfectly  erroneous.  If  peo- 
ple wanted  com  as  cheap  as  it  was  at 
Odessa,  the  only  way  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject would  be  to  go  live  at  Odessa. 
There  was  one  maxim  which  he  conceived 
should  govern  a  nation  as  well  as  indi- 
viduals ;  he  meant  that  maxim  which  en* 
forced  the  necessity  of  independence. 
He  could  not  see  why  a  nation  should  not 
follow  this  rule  which  was  so  useful  to  in- 
dividuals ;  and  he  would  further  say,  that 
the  best  mode  to  secure  the  independence 
of  a  country  was  to  encoioage  the  produc- 
tion of  its  own  lands,  and  to  give  em[doy- 
ment  to  its  own  labour.  Every  other 
means  of  enriching  a  country  would  be 
illusive  and  perishable. 

Mr.  PoTtman  wished  to  explain  the 
reason  why  he  should  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill.  He  had  heard  fears 
entertained,  that  great  mischief  would 
ensue  if  the  resolutions  proposed  by  mi- 
nisters were  adopted.  In  those  fears  he 
did  not  participate.  He  wished  for  a 
change  in  the  Cora-laws,  because  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  system  heretofore  pur- 
sued could  not  be  maintained  any  longer. 
He  did  not  like  the  resolutions  of  his  ma« 
jesty*s  ministers ;  but,  objectionable  as  they 
were,  he  preferred  them  to  the  existing 
state  of  the  law.  The  country  considered 
that  the  question  of  the  Com  laws  was  dis- 
posed of;  therefore,  if  the  House  rejectifd 
this  bill,  the  country  would  be  placed  in 
considerable  alarm.  Under  these  circofl^ 
stances  he  gave  it  his  support. 
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Sir  JS,  Knafchbull  said,  he  had  seen 
no  reason  to  chanj^e  the  opinion  which 
he  had  expressed  before  with  respect  to 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  his  majesty's 
tninisterSy  which  he  now  felt  it  his  duty 

Sin  to  oppose.  The  hon.  baronet  com- 
nedy  that  those  who  composed  the 
majority  by  whose  vote  the  resolutions 
were  carried  on  a  fonner  evening,  were 
laembers  in  the  interest  of  Government, 
aided  by  members  who  composed  what 
should  be  the  opposition.  His  majes- 
ty's ministers  in  proposing  the  pre«» 
sent  bill,  seemed  to  act  upon  the  princi- 

f>]e,  that  the  system  of  free  trade  was  good 
or  the  country.  Now,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  thought  that  free  trade  might 
be  carried  too  far ;  in  which  case,  it  was  a 
system  the  most  unwise  for  a  country  to 
pursue,  unless,  indeed,  a  reduction  of 
taxi^tion  were  to  follow  it,  without  which, 
the  principles  of  free  trade  could  never  be 
enforced.  When  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  brought  forward  his  financial 
Statement,  the  House  would  see  how  far 
the  resources  of  the  country  would  war- 
lant  a  reduction  in  the  taxes.  If  the 
price  of  com  was  reduced,  it  ought  inevi- 
tably to  follow,  that  the  price  of  every 
thing  else  should  be  reduced  in  the 
same  proportion.  Were  his  majesty's  mi- 
pisters  then,  willing  .  to  reduce  the 
taxes  ?  Were  they  willing  to  propose,  that 
every  description  of  foreign  commodities 
should  be  imported  at  a*  reduced  duty  ? 
Were  they  willing  that  all  departments  of 
the  state,  civil  and  military,  should  be 
placed  upon  a  less  expensive  footing? 
But  the  country  would  judge  whether  or 
not  this  was  a  time  to  reduce  the  army 
and  navy.  He  believed  it  to  be  quite  im- 
possible to  reduce  those  establishments  at 
present  consistently  with  the  welfare  and 
safety  of  the  country.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  was  of  opinion  that  these 
resolutions  would  produce,  if  any,  only 
a  partial  good ;  and  unless  the  govern- 
ment was  prepared  to  reduce  the  public 
establishments,  to  lessen  the  duties  on 
foreign  goods,  and  to  reduce  taxation, 
the  passing  of  the  present  bill  would  pro- 
duce no  relief  to  the  country. 
.  Sir  W.  W.  Wytm  said,  he  had  given  his 
cordial  support  tQ  the  resdutions  proposed 
by  ministers,  and  should,  therefore,  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  bill.  He 
denied  the  truth  of  the  observation  of  the 
Ikmu  baronet,  that  the  resolutions  proposed 
by  ministers  were  carried  by  their  fnends, 


aided  by  the  votes  of  the  Opposition ;  for 
he  had  given  them  bis  support,  although 
he  belonged  to  neither  party. 

Sir  Thomas  Goock  said,  that,  although 
many  honourable  members,  had  changed 
their  opinion  on  the  present  measure,  he 
was  not  one  of  them.  He  had  listened 
with  the  greatest  attention  to  the  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the  bill,  but  they  had 
failed  to  make  any  impression  on  him. 
It  had  \>een  said,  that  both  his  majesty's 
minbters  and  his  majesty's  Opposition  had 
combined  to  form  the  late  majority.  He 
did  not-  attribute  to  either  any  hostility  to 
agriculture.  But  there  were  others  who 
had  contributed  to  swell  that  majority, 
whose  protection  he  did  not  much  value. 
He  meant  the  advocates  for  free  trade ; 
and,  worse  than  all,  the  political  econo- 
mists. The  hon.  member  tor  Bridgenorth 
had  given  the  House  a  detailed  essay  on 
political  economy ;  but  he  had  heard  so 
much  of  political  economy  as  coAnected 
with  the  com  question,  that  without  any 
objection  to  the  men,  he  was  heartily  sick 
of  political  economists  altogether,  and  he 
wished  them  no  further  harm  than  that  a 
clause  should  be  inserted  in  the  present 
bill,  enacting  that  every  vessel  laden  with 
foreign  com  destined  tot  this  country^ 
should  take  back,  instead  of  ballast,  a 
cargo  of  pplitical  economists.  It  was  all 
very  fine  for  his  hon.  friend  to  talk  of  the 
benefit  which  the  country  would  derive 
from  cheap  bread ;  but,  if  hid  hon.  friend 
were  in  a  country  where  the  bread  was 
only  3d.  a  loaf,  and  he  had  but  a  penny 
to  buy  it,  he  would  derive  very  little  benefit 
from  his  doctrine  of  cheap  bread,  and 
would  soon  wish  himself  back  amongst 
the  electors  of  Bridgenorth.  Whenever 
this  law  passed,  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  stimulating  foreigners  to  bring  land 
into  cultivation,  which  would  otherwise  lie 
neglected.  Thousands  and  thousands  of 
acres  of  poor  land  would  thus  be  brought 
mto  competition  with  the  poor  lands  of 
this  country ;  and  he  must  be  a  bold  and 
long-sighted  man  who  could  tell  a^  what 
low  price  foreign  com  could  be  sold  here. 
In  conclusion,  he  must  say,  that  not 
having  heard  any  thing  in  the  arguments 
of  this  evening  to  induce  him  to  alter 
the  opinion  he  had  before  expressed,  he 
would  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the 
bUl. 

The  House  then  divided :  For  the  second 
res(4ing  243;  For  the  amendment  78. — 
Majority  164. 
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RaTauagh,  T. 
King,  sir  J.  D. 
King,  hoD.  R. 
Lennox,  lord  G. 
Lopes,  sir  M. 
Maciqueen,  T.  P, 
Maitland,  lord 
Maitland,  hon.  A. 
Manners,  lord  C. 
Morland,  sir  S,  B, 
Northcote,  S. 
Palmer,  R* 
Pelham,  C. 
Philips,  R.  B. 
Pitt,  J. 
Pollen,  sir  J- 
Powell,  E.  H, 
Pryse,  P. 
Ridtford,  W. 
Rogers,  £. 
Sibthoip,  ooT. 
Smidi,  hon,  R, 
Smith,  C. 
Smyth,  sir  G.  H. 
Sotheron,  admiral 
Talmash,  F. 
Tenn^OD)  C. 
Uxbridge,  lord 
Vaughan,  sir  R« 
Webb,  E. 
Wells,  J. 
Wemyss,  capt. 
Western,  C.  C, 
Wodehouse,  £. 
Wood,T. 
Wyndham,  W. 

TELLBBS. 

EnatchbuU,  sir  £• 
Lethbridge,  sir  T.  B. 


List  of 

Alcock,T.' 
Antrobus,  G.  C. 
Arbttthnot,  hdn.  H. 
Ashtust,  W.  H. 
Balfour,  J. 
Bankes,  H. 
Bastard,  E.  P. 
Bell,  M. 
Blandford,  lord 
Brudenell,  lord 
Buxton,  J.  J. 
Cbandos,  lord 
Chaplin,  T. 
Chichester,  A. 
Clinton,  C.  F. 
CliFe,  lord 
CHve,  hon.  R. 
Clive,  H. 
Curteis,  £.  J. 
Davenport,  D. 
Dundas,  C. 
East,  sir  E.  H. 
Egerton,  W. 
Fane,  J. 
Fellowes,  W. 
Fleming,  J. 
Foley,  E. 
French,  A. 
Gooch,  sir  T. 
Gordon,  hon.  W. 
Gordon,  R. 
Gqise,  sir  B.  W. 
Harrey,  sir  J. 
Hay,  lord  Jdin 
Heneage,  G.  P. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Honywood,  W,  P, 
Hotham,  lord 
Houldsworth,  T. 
Jngilby,  sir  W. 

Sttssex  Couvtt  Elections  Bill.] 
Mr.  Curteis  presented  five  petitions  from 
different  parts  of  the  county  of  Sussex, 
praying  that  a  bill  might  be  broagfat  in  to 
fix  the  holding  of  elections  for  knights  of 
the  shire  for  Sussex  at  Lewes.  The  hon. 
member  then  moved,  pursuant  to  notice, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  place 
of  holding  county  elections  to  Lewes, 
which,  he  observed,  would  be  a  great  con* 
venience  to  several  parts  of  the  county. 

Mr.  D.  Oilbert  seconded  the  motion. 

Lord  G.  Lennox  said,  Aat  whenever  the 
bill  was  brought  forward,  he  would  give  it 
his  decided  opposition,  as  a  measure  most 
injurious  to  tne  town  of  Chichester^  and 
the  western  parts  of  Sussex. 

Sir  C  Burrell  said,  he  would  not  oppose 
the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
but  he  would  by  no  means  pledge  himself 
to.a  concurrence  in  it  when  brought  in. 

Leave  given  to  bring  in  the  biUL, 
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Tuesday,  April  3. 

Carlisle  EleCtioit — ^iKTEttVBRSircai 
ot  THE  MiiiTART.]    Sir  James  Otakom 
said,  he  was  anxious  to  call  the  attentioii 
of  the  House  to  two  petitions,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand.     The  one  was  fma 
Richard  Pattinson,  and  the  oilier  front 
certain  freemen  and  inhabitants  of  Carlisle, 
complaining  of  the  unconstitutional  intro-f 
duction  of  a  military  force  at  thte  last 
general  election  for  that  city,  by  which 
some  persons  lost  their  lives,  and  6theis 
were  severely  wounded.    He  wouM  admit 
that  the  ordinary  squabbles  which  tofrk 
place  at  elections  were  beneaidi  the  nofeicd 
of  that  House ;  but,  when  the  right  of 
election  was  interfered  with,  and  the  firec^ 
Exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  prevented 
by  the  interference  of  a  military  force,  h<^ 
thought  he  should  not  perform  bis  duty  if 
he  ulowed  any  personal  feelings  to  pre-^ 
vent  his  bringing  it  before  tiie  House.— 
The  hon.  baronet  then  preceded  to  m^ 
a  detail  pf  the  circumstances  attendm^ 
the  contest  at  the  late  general  election^ 
the  particulars  of  which  will  be  brought 
withm  the  recollection  of  our  readers  by 
the  following   outline  :*— Soon  after  th^ 
arrival  of  the  writ,  there  was  a  meeting  ; 
at  which  the  hon.  b&ronet  opposite  (m  P. 
Musgrave)  was  questioned  as  to  his  opmiokii 
on  several  political  points;  and  pefhapa 
the  system  of  "  badgering"  a  candidate^ 
which  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
thought  so  wholesome  on  some  occasions, 
was,  in  that  instance,  carried  somewhat  td 
excess.     There  was  first  some  hooting^ 
and  afterwards  some  less  equivocal  symp-* 
toms  of  popular  disapprobation,  from  which 
the  hon.  baronet  found  it  expedient  to 
retire,  and  from  prudence  or  necessity,  fa 
shelter  himself  in  a  house  in  one  or  Am 
suburbs.    Thither  the  crowd  foMowed,  and 
beset  the  house.     The  mayor  and  two 
constables  went  to  his  assistance ;    but 
they  were  pelted,  and  not  being  more 
popular  than  the  hon.  betonet,  were  also 
obliged  to  seek  for  shelter.    Soon  after^ 
one  of  the  county  magistrates,  who  had 
experienced  the  displeasure  of  the  Honso 
for  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  militsvy  m 
1820,  felt  it  necessary  to  swear  in  soMiO 
three   hundred   special  constables ;    but 
another    magistrate   went    for    nrilitary 
aid,  and  the  two  forees  a:ppF(mched  the 
place    together.       Hie    former    magi». 
trate,    rememboing    the    rebuke   ^Ad^ 
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he  got  on  aaother  occasion^  was  imwil- 
ling  txi  sanction  such  an  interference  by 
his  presence,  and  withdrew.  The  force 
then  ;srent  up  to  the  place  where  the  hon. 
t)anmet  was  under  restrainty  in  the  followr 
ing  order :  Fir^t  the  artillery,  then  some 
companies  of  the  55th  regiment,  next  the 
magistrate  who  had  ordered  them  out,  and 
who,  on  this  .occasion^  did  not  choose  to 
occupy  the  post  of  danger^  The  rear  was 
brought  up  by  the  special  constables. 
Some  show  of  popular  resistance  was  at 
first  made,  and  some  stones  were  thrown. 
The  magistrate  then  gave  orders  that  the 
soldiers  should  load  and  fix  bayonets.  The 
people  retreated,  but  the  soldiers  charged 
them  and  fired,  by  which  the  lives  of  seve- 
ral unoffending  persons  were  sacrificed. — 
Ihe  bon«  baronet  then  went  on  to  show, 
that  the  use  of  military  force  was  unneces- 
•ary,  and  that  the  civil  force  would  have 
he^  fully  sufficient  to  quell  the  disturb- 
ance. On  a  recent  occasion,  a  force  of  a 
Jiundred  and  fifty  constables  was  found 
fully  sufficient  to  take  twelve  culprits 
from  the  same  part  of  the  suburbs,  without 
any  resistance.  The  netitioner,  Pattinson, 
who  had  a  bjrother  killed  on  this  occasion, 
stated  that  he  would  not  have  brought  the 
case  before  the  House,  if  substantial  jus- 
tice had  been  done  to  him ;  but  he  com- 
plained of  the  partiality  of  the  coroner, 
who,  he  observed,  was  an  active  partisan 
of  the  hon.  baronet's  (sir  P.  Musgrave), 
and  he  offered  to  substantiate  his  allega- 
tions at  the  bar  of  that  House,  if  neces- 
sary.— The  hon.  baronet  then  went  on  to 
state,  from  the  petition,  that  a  large  body 
of  cavalry  had  been  brought  on  one  occa- 
sion, by  order  of  the  mayor,  during  the 
dectipn,  near  the  hustings,  by  which  the 
passions  of  the  people  were  enfiamed,  and 
much  danger  might  have  ensued,  if  the 
mayor  had  not  been  prevailed  upon  to 

five  an  order  for  their  removal  to  a  proper 
istance;  on  which  the  confusion  ceased, 
the  people  became  quiet,  and  the  harmony 
continued  until  the  end  of  the  election. 
That  the  mayor  should  have  been  a  parti- 
san, would  not  surprise  the  House,  when 
they  learnt  that  he  was  the  accredited  agent 
of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county,  and 
.derk  of  the  peace.  He  was  a  practised 
attorney ;  and,  in  iisct,  his  partner  in  that 
^prpfession  was  the  agent  for  the  opposite 
.party. — ^The  hon.  baronet  then  contended, 
.that  conduct  such  a/i  that  of  the  mayor 
was  highly  reprehensible,  and  that  the 
.Hguse,  on  a  former  ocoasion,  had  severely 


reprimanded  a  returning  officer  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a  military  force  near  the 
hustings  during  an  election.  The  case  he 
allud^^  t9  was  Uxait  of  tiie  high  bailiff  of 
Westminster,  who,  in  1741,  i^as  rebuke^ 
by  the  House,  for  introducing  a  military 
force  near  Covent-garden  during  an  elec- 
tion. He  thought  he  should  be  justifiable 
in  moving,  that  this  case  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  privileges,  but  he  hoped  tl^ 
present  notice  of  it  would  be  sufficient  ^ 
guard  against  the  future  recurrence  of  any 
such  unconstitutional  interference.  Hfe 
'trusted  that  the  bill  now  before  the  House 
for  the  regulation  of  the  police  of  that 
city,  would  tend  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  such  events,  and  that  the  present  case 
would  be  sufficient  to  show  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  to  prevent  the  inter- 
ference of  the  military  in  such  elections. 
He  moved  that  the  petitions  be  brought 
up. 

Sir  P.  Mutgrave  said,  the  hon.  baronet 
had  exercised  a  sound  discretion  in  not  re- 
ferrmg  this  case  to  the  committee  of  pri- 
vileges. The  interference  of  the  military 
was,  he  contended,  called  for  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber Aen  detaped  the  occurrences  of  the 
day  in  question,  and  observed,  that  he  had 
felt  it  necessary  to  take  shelter,  confident 
that,  if  he  had  not  done  so,  his  life  woul4 
have  been  endangered.  He  denied  that 
there  was,  at  first,  a  sufficient  force  of 
constables  to  assist.  There  were,  after- 
wards, about  two  hundred  and  forty  special 
constables  sworn  in ;  but  they  were 
weavers  of  the  very  lowest  class,  and  such 
as  could  not  be  relied  upon  for  rendering 
any  effectual  resistance.  In  fact,  it  could 
be  proved,  that  several  of  them  had  joined 
the  rioters,  and  were  identified  as  encou- 
raging the  disturbance.  It  was  agreed 
between  Mr.  Ferguson  and  the  mayor, 
that  it  would  not  l^  safe  for  them  to  pro- 
ceed amidst  a  crowd  so  riotously  disposed, 
with  such  a  body  of  special  constables,  as 
they  would,  by  so  doing,  be  placing  them- 
selves between  two  fires.  They,  therefore, 
declined  proceeding  with  the  special  con« 
stables  sworn  in  by  Dr.  H^fsham.  Ihey 
went  down,  however,  with  the  usual  civu 
power  of  the  town,  to  the  place  where  the 
rioters  were  assembled.  They  read  the 
Riot  act  to  them,  and  had  no  sooner  done 
so,  than  they  were  pelted  by  the  crowd, 
and  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  a  bouse  near 
to  that  in  which  he  himself  was  shut  up. 
Mr.  Ferguson  shortly  afterwards  made  his 
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escape  into  the  city  of  Carlisle,  and  hav- 
ing tried  in  vain  to  get  the  assistance  of  a 
civil  force  sufficient  to  quell  the  riot  in 
Canongate,  applied  at  last  for  the  assist- 
ance of  the  military.     He  applied  for  it  at 
the  castle,  and  having  obtained  it,  marched 
down  to  the  place  where  he  (sir  P.  Mus- 
grave)  was  shut  up.     He  would  now  tell 
the  House  how  the  military  were  received 
by  the  populace.     When  they  came  in 
front  of  tne  crowd,  they  were  received 
with  a  volley  of  stones.     He  could  speak 
to  that  circumstance  with  some  precision, 
as  he  had  been  an  eye-witness  of  it     A 
gentleman  who  had  seen  more  of  it  than 
himself,  through  a  crevice  of  a  shutter  in 
the  house  in  which  they  had  taken  refuge, 
described  the  resistance  which  the  people 
'made  to  the  military  as  being  very  great. 
Several  of  the  soldiers  were  wounded  by 
the  stones,  and  the  danger  to  which  they 
were  exposed  was  so  great,  that  the  officer 
who  commanded  them  told  Mr.  Fergu- 
son, that  his  men  could  stand  it  no  longer. 
Mr.  Ferguson  then  gave  the  order  for  the 
military  to  act  on  the  defensive.     In  con- 
sequence, they  drew  up  behind  a  wall, 
loaded  their  pieces,  and  then  came  for- 
ward and  fired  upon  the  people.     One  of 
the  petitions  which  the  hon.  baronet  had 
that  night  presented,  stated  that  the  sol- 
diers had  fired  precipitately.     He  believed 
the  fact  to  be  quite  the  reverse  of  that  state- 
ment.   After  the  crowd  was  dispersed,  the 
sergeant  came  to  take  him  out  of  the  house 
in  which  he  was  shut  up.    The  sergeant 
was  covered  with  blood,  and  had  received 
a  severe  cut  on  the  forehead  from  a  stone — 
a  clear  proof  that  his  party  must  have  been 
previously  ill-treated  by  the  crowd.     He 
lamented  the  consequences  which  had  fol- 
lowed from  the  firing  of  the  militaiy— in- 
deed, every  man  of  common  humanity 
must  do  so— 'but  he  believed  that  the  ma- 
gistrate who  directed  it,   did  so  from  a 
sense  of  its  necessity  to  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace,  and  not  from  any  wish 
to  obstruct  the  freedom  of  election.    With 
regard  to  the  alleged  misconduct  of  Uie 
returning  officer  in   stopping  the  polling 
on  the  Jih  of  June,  he  oe^^ed  leave  to 
say,  '.cat  the  polling  was  completely  ob- 
stricted  by  the  conduct  of  the  party  who 
opposed  his  election.     Many  individuals, 
in  consequence  of  that  obstruction,  dared 
not  attempt  to  vote  for  him  at  all ;  whilst 
others  who  made  the  attempt,  were  in- 
sulted and  spitten  upon,  and  treated  with 
every  species  of  indignity.     The  riot  in 
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the  streets  was  so  great,  that  the  shop- 
keepers closed  the  windows  of  their  shops  ; 
the  pavement  was  torn  up  to  supply 
ammunition  for  the  rioters;  his  friends 
were  driven  from  the  streets,  and  then, 
when  there  was  nothmg  more  to  destroy, 
a  stem  tranquillity  prevailed  in  Carlisle. 
The  mayor  stopped  the  polling  at  two 
o'clock  on  the  Friday,  because  he  received 
from  the  freemen  in  his  (sir  P.  Musgrave's) 
interest  a  representation,  that  they  could 
not  make  their  way  up  to  the  poll.  There 
must  have  been  some  riot  to  make  such  a 
representation  credible.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, hearing  that  a  legal  gentle- 
man of  great  eminence,  Mr.  Holt,  was  in 
the  neighbourhood,  the  mayor  sent  to  hioi 
for  assistance  and  advice;  and,  by  Mr. 
Holt's  recommendation,  the  mayor  agaia 
sent  for  a  military  force.  He  admitted  that 
Mr.  Holt  first  advised  the  trial  of  ther  civil 
force ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  at  Carlisle 
there  was  no  civil  force;  no  respectable 
man  being  willing  to  act  there  as  a  special 
constable.  Such  being  the  case,  the 
mayor  sent  an  order  to  the  cavalry,  desir- 
ing them  to  come  to  the  precincts  of  the 
city,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  act,  in  case  circumstances  rendered  their 
interference  necessary  to  preserve  the  free- 
dom of  election.  With  respect  to  the  circum- 
stances which  led  the  people  to  know  that  the 
cavalry  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  occasioned  by  the  officer's 
riding  in  uniform  into  the  city.  How  the 
officer  came  to  do  so,  he  did  not  know; 
but  the  fact  was,  that  the  vicinity  of  the 
cavalry  soon  became  notorious.  'The  peo- 
ple then  became  so  uproarious,  and  so  in- 
censed against  the  mayor,  that  he  believed 
they  would  have  sacrificed  the  lifb  of  that 
functionary,  if  he  had  not  signed  an  order^ 
commanding  the  military  to  retire  to  a  dis- 
tance of  four  miles  firom  Carlisle.  Indeed, 
the  mayor  was  so  agitated  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  day,  that  he  fell  down  in  a  fit 
of  apoplexy  in  a  house  in  which  he  took 
shelter  not  more  than  a  few  yards  from  the 
polling  booths.  Under  tnese  circum- 
stances, he  trusted  the  House  would  be  of 
opinion,  that  the  mayor,  in  acting  as  he 
had  done,  had  not  transgressed  the  line  of 
public  duty.  There  was  a  wide  difference 
between  the  present  case  and  that  which,  ia 
1820,  was  submitted  to  the  investigation 
of  a  committee  above  stairs.  In  that  case 
the  gravamen  of  the  charge  was,  that  d^e 
magistrates  had  called  in  the  military  with* 
out  a  requisition  from  the  retumiDg  offl« 
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cer :  here,  it  was  the  returning  officer  who 
had  absolutely  called  them  in.  The  hon. 
baronet  concluded  by  thanking  the  House 
for  the  attention  with  which  they  had 
listened  to  the  statement  into  which  he 
had  felt  it  his  duty  to  enter. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  deprecated,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  any  unnecessary  calling 
in  of  the  military,  to  assist  the  civil  power. 
At  the  same  time,  he  felt  himself  com- 
pelled to  say,  that  so  long  as  the  city  of 
Carlisle  remained  as  it  did  at  present, 
without  any  efficient  civil  force,  the 
military  must  occasionally  be  called  in, 
to  preserve  the  public  peace.  The  whole 
civic  force  of  Carlisle  at  present  was  two 
constables.  It  was  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  the  law  was  not  properly  admi- 
nistered, considering  that  diese  two  men 
had  to  superintend  and  to  check  all  the 
offences  committed  by  a  population  of 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  persons.  He 
knew  that  a  bill  was  now  before  the 
House  for  the  specific  purpose  of  giving 
an  efficient  police  to  the  city  of  Carlisle ; 
and  he  made  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
some  pecuniary  sacrifice  must  be  made  by 
the  innabitants  to  carry  it  into  execution. 
It  might  be  a  good  system,  four  or  five 
hundred  years  ago,  to  trust  to  the  exer- 
tions of  a  parly  of  shopkeepers  and 
special  constables;  but  now,  when  the 
population  was  so  much  greater  than  it 
was,  and  so  many  artificial  wants  were 
introduced  among  them,  he  thought  they 
ought  not  to  trust  to  a  corps  of  volunteer 
constables,  but  to  a  well-paid  and  united 
police.  He  did  not  know  whether  he 
should  have  taken  any  share  in  the  pre- 
sent discussion,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
charge  of  remissness  which  the  hon. 
baronet  who  presented  the  petition  had 
brought  against  himself.  He  thought 
that  he  could  satisfy  even  the  hon.  baronet 
himself,  that  the  charge  was  totally  with- 
out foundation,  The  first  riot  took  place 
at  Carlisle  on  the  6th  of  June.  On  the 
7th  the  mayor  wrote  to  him  informing 
him  of  it,  saying  that  he  had  called  in  the 
military,  and  hoping  that  he  would  sanc- 
tion, not  merely  their  being  called  in,  but 
also  their  being  retained  in  the  town.  He 
received  that  Tetter  on  the  9th  of  June. 
On  the  same  day  he  wrote  an  answer  to 
the  nmyor,  saying,  that  he  could  not  ap- 
prove retaining  &e  military  force  in  the 
town  during  the  time  of  the  election,  un- 
less there  was  a  clear  and  undeniable  ne- 
cessity for  it;  and  that  the  sex  of  the 


two  persons  who  were  killed  by  the  mili- 
tary, made  him  pause  before  he  ventured 
an  opinion  in  approbation  of  the  mayor's 
conduct.  He  liKewise  added,  that  as  to 
the  propriety  of  retaining  the  military  in 
Carlisle,  he  was  not  then  in  a  situation 
to  decide ;  and  that  he  must  have  more 
facts  within  his  knowledge  before  he  gave 
to  such  a  measure  his  approval.  He 
thought  that  the  hon.  baronet  would,  upon 
this  statement  alone,  acquit  him  of  the 
charge  of  remissness.  But  he  could  carry 
his  defence  much  further.  He  had  written 
immediately  to  sir  J.  Byng,  the  commander 
of  the  district,  and  had  requested  that  ex- 
cellent officer  to  send  him  all  the  particu- 
lars which  he  could  collect,  relating  to  the 
unfortunate  transaction.  He  had  re- 
ceived such  a  report  from  sir  John  Byng ; 
and  he  owned  that  the  impression  on  his 
mind  was,  that  there  was  no  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  mayor  to  interfere  with  the 
freedom  of  election  when  he  called  in  the 
military  on  the  5th  of  June.  Carlisle 
was  a  garrison  town ;  and  therefore  it  was 
that  a  party  of  soldiers  were  left  in  it 
during  the  election  to  take  care  of  the 
garrison.  It  was  in  consequence  of  Car- 
lisle's being  a  garrison  town  that  it  had 
been  so  long  without  an  efficient  police. 
The  people  of  Carlisle  had  hitherto  re- 
lied on  the  presence  of  the  military  in  case 
of  any  disturbance :  but  he  must  now  tell 
them  that  that  reliance  must  be  at  an 
end  ;  for  he  would  not  lend  his  assistance 
to  calling  in  the  military  on  every  trifling 
breach  of  the  public  tranquillity.  He 
then  entered  into  a  statement  of  Vne  cir- 
cumstances of  the  riot  of  the  5th  of  June, 
which  corroborated  that  previously  g^ven 
by  sir  P.  Musgrave.  He  contended,  that 
the  military  had  not  fired  until  they  were 
compelled  to  do  so  in  self-defence ;  and 
he  believed  that  it  was  owing  to  their 
desire  to  avoid  mischief  by  firing  over  the 
heads  of  the  people,  that  one  of  the 
women,  who  was  killed  at  her  window, 
met  her  death.  He  then  entered  into  a 
similar  history  of  the  riot  of  the  9th  of 
June,  and  saia,  that  the  information  which 
he  had  received,  convinced  him,  that  on 
that  day  the  mayor  had  been  |rievously 
assaulted  by  the  rioters,  and,  indeed,  had 
been  confined  to  his  bed  in  consequence 
of  bruises  he  had  then  received.  He 
therefore  thought,  that  it  was  possible, 
that  the  mayor,  having  been  himgelf  cap- 
tured on  the  5th,  and  seriously  assaulted 
on  the  9th,  by  the  rioters,  had  conceived 
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that  a  necessity  existed  for  calling  in  the 
mihtary.  It  had  been  asked,  why  he  had- 
not  called  in  the  infantry,  instead  of  the 
cavalry?  It  appeared  to  htm  that  the 
mayor's  reason  for  calling  in  the  cavalry 
instead  of  the  infantry  was,  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  aggravate  the  feelings  of  ani- 
mosity which  already  existed  between  the 
working  population  of  Carlisle  and  the 
military  stationed  in  the  garrison.  He 
had  now  stated  the  case  as  fairly  as  he 
conld,  for  he  had  no  triumph  to  gain,  be- 
ing unconnected  with  either  of  the  parties 
in  the  city  of  Carlisle.  He  thought  the 
hon.  Imronet  had  done  wisely  in  not 
founding  any  motion  on  the  petition  which 
he  had  presented,  but  in  merely  stating 
it  as  a  reason  for  securing  to  Carlisle  the 
benefit  of  a  sufficient  civil  force. 

Sir  J.  Oraham  said,  that  the  opposition 
to  the  bill,  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  alluded,  did  not  come  from  his 
friends  at  Carlisle,  but  from  the  members 
of  the  corporation;  who  were  the  very 
parties  who  had  acted  in  the  improper 
mannerof  which  the  petitionerscomplained* 
If  th^  hon.  baronet  on  the  other  siae  of  the 
House  would  move  for  a  committee  of  in- 
quixy  into  the  subject  of  these  riots,  he 
would  be  prepared  to  substantiate  before  it 
all  the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition. 
The  hon.  baronet  had  said,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  find  a  single  respectable  special 
constable  among  the  seventeen  thousand 
persons  who  constituted  the  population  of 
Carlisle.  Now,  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
believe  that  to  be  the  fact.  The  hon. 
member  then  proceeded  to  recount  the 
circumstances  of  the  riots  on  the  5th  and  on 
the  9th  of  June.  With  regard  to  the  events 
of  the  last  day,  he  had  himself  been  an 
eye-witness,  and  therefore  could  speak 
with  some  degree  of  authority.  Never  did 
any  election  proceed  more  quietly  than  did 
the  election  on  that  day,  up  to  the  time 
when  the  peoplediscovered  that  the  military 
were  called  in.  On  the  knowledge  of  that 
circumstance  reaching  them,  he  admitted 
that  a  scene  of  riot  and  confusion  did  ensue. 
Chaos  appeared  to  be  let  loose ;  but  then 
the  tumult  originated  from  the  indignation 
which  British  electors  naturally  felt  at 
seeing  the  freedom  of  election  violated. 
As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  troops 
were  to  be  withdrawn  to  their  former  can- 
tonments, the  riot  subsided,  and  the  town 
became  ^uiet.  He  had  not  blamed  the 
mayor  for  calling  in  the  cavalry  instead  of 
the  infantry.    He  blamed  the  mayor  on 


two  distinct  grounds ;  fint,  that  on  tha 
5th  of  J«ne  he  had  not  used  any  of  the 
three  hundred  special  constables  who  had 
been  sworn  in,  to  quell  the  riot;  and 
secondly,  that  apprehenditig  a  riot  on  the 
9th,  he  had  created  it  by  the  means  he 
took  to  porevent  it 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

State  of  Churches  in  Irelavd.] 
Sir  John  Newport  rose,  in  pursuance  of 
notice,  to  bring  under  the  view  of  the 
House  the  state  of  the  law  for  Rebuilding 
and  Repairing  of  Churches  in  Ireland.  H^ 
hoped  that  the  House  would  favour  him 
with  its  attention,  as  his  motion  related  ta 
a  class  of  individuals  who  were  now  visited 
bv  the  law  with  certain  penalties  and  ex-^ 
elusions  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
inflicted  upon  them.  In  consequence  of 
the  reformation  in  Ireland  being  subsequent 
to  that  in  England,  it  was  not  until  late  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  that  the 
churches  of  Irdand  were  transferred  from 
the  care  of  the  Roman  Catholic  to  that  of 
the  Protestant  clergy.  In  that  state  diey 
remained  until  the  12th  of  Geo.  1st,  when 
an  act  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  put« 
ting  those  of  them  which  had  fiftUen  mte 
decay  into  full  and  complete  repair.  Th^ 
hon.  baronet  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  preamble  of  that  act,  ia 
which  it  was  alleged,  that  the  reason  of 
the  churches  falling  into  decay  was,  that 
the  Papists  outvoted  the  Protestant 
parishioners  at  all  vestry  meetings.  It 
was  therefore  enacted,  that  from  that  time 
henceforward,  no  Papist  should  be  qualified 
to  vote  at  any  vestrv  meeting.  What  had 
been  the  result  of  that  enactment  ?  Had 
the  churches  been  prevented  from  fall* 
ing  into  decay  by  it?  No  such  thing. 
Though  an  unlimitted  power  of  taxar 
tion  was  flung  into  the  hands  of  the 
Protestants,  the  churches — nay,  in  some 
cases,  the  very  cathedrals— were  still  per** 
mitted  to  sink  into  ruin.  Being  in  thie 
lamentable  situation,  it  was  fou^  neces- 
sary to  rebuild  them.  And,  at  whose  ex- 
pense did  the  House  think  they  were  to  be 
rebuilt?  Not  at  the  expense  of  the  epi»* 
copacy,  who  were  bound  to  look  to  their 
preservation ;  not  at  the  expense  of  the 
Church  of  Ireland,  which  had  immense 
revenues  at  her  disposal;  but  at  the  e»« 
penae  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  who  weie 
shut  out  from  the  vestries,  and  derived  no 
benefit  from  the  churches  when  rebuilt* 
The  right  hon.  baronet  then  rocntionod  tliB 
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case  of  a  poiiah  la  which  the  ProlestatttSy 
tweoty  three  yeax?  ago,  buixit  down  the 
RiMnan  Catholic  chapel*    The  Catholics 
hsd  never  since  been  able  to  rebuild  their 
chapel,  but  had  erected  their  altar  under 
any  place  which  afforded  them  shelter; 
and  yet  in  this  very  parish  a  new  Protestant 
church  had  been  built  at  the  expense  of 
the  Catholics.    It  was  not  alone  ue  Pro- 
testant parish  churches  which  the  Catholics 
were  called  upon  to  build  and  repair ;  th^ 
were  likewise  compelled  to  repair  their 
cathedrals.    The  preamble  of  the  21st  of 
Oeoige  3rd,  stated,  that  in  several  dioceses 
the  cathedral  churches  were  so  incommo* 
diously  situated,  that  they  could  not  be 
conveniently  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
the  performance  of  divine  service,  and  that 
therefore  such  performance  had  not  taken 
place  in  them  for  many  years,  in  conse^ 
onence  of  whidi  they  had  fallen  to  decay. 
What  remedy  did  tne  House  suppose  was 
provided  by  the  act  in  quesUon — that  the 
lacttmbents  should  support  them  ? — No  ; 
but  that  thev  should  be  incorporated  with 
the  parish  churches,  and  supnorted  at  the 
expense  of  the  inhabitants — mat  is  to  aax^ 
of  the  Roman  Catholics.    In  Cork,  the 
cathedral  church  was  supported  by  a  tax 
upon  the  coals  consumed  in  that  city.  He 
was  glad  to  state  one  honourable  exertion 
to  tl^  general  conduct  of  the  Protestant 
deigy  m  Ireland.    The  deaa  of  the  dio- 
cese of  Down  voluntarily  proposed  to  conr 
iribute  from  his  ovm  income  300/.  per 
annum  for  the  supportation  of  the  cath^ 
dral  church.    The  conduct  of  this  indivir 
dual  ought  to  be  mentioned  with  honour, 
Cor  his  was  a  solitary  example  of  disinter- 
estedness.   He  was  warranted  in  saying, 
that  since  the  Union,  no  less  than  half  a 
million  had  been  raised,  principally  upon 
Roman  Catholics,  for  the  support  of  Pro- 
testant churches  in  Ireland.  It  was  stated, 
in  a  petition  which  had  been  presented  to 
the  House  from  a  poor  retail  shop-keeper 
in  the  parish  of  St.  George,  Dublin,  that 
he  haa  been  distrained  upon  for  fifteen 
years'  church  rates.    He  nad  applied  to 
the  Irish  government  for  relief;  but  they 
told  him  Uiey  could  afford  him  none.    He 
trusted,  however,  the  House  would  be  of 
opinwn,  that  this  was  a  state  of  things  in 
which  it  was  called  upon  to  interpose.  The 
original  estimate  for  building  tne  diurch 
which  this  poor  man  was  compelled  to  con- 
tribute to  was  17,000/.;  and  already  up- 
waids  of  40,000/.  had  been  expended  upon 
it  .  k really  wbsh  )ibel  oncommonsense 
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to  talk  of  extending  eqval  protection  to  aH 

Cersons,  if  abuses  such  as  those  which  be 
ad  stated  were  to  be  tolerated.     The  apt 
of  parliament  which  authorised  the  building 
of  the  church  in  (question  originally  cout 
tained  a  clause  which  authorised  the  erec- 
tion of  an  oigan,  but  it  was  objected  to^ 
and  was  finaUy  struck  out.    The  trustees, 
however,  had  consulted  counsel  as  towhe« 
ther  an  organ  mi^t  not  be  introduced 
under  the  name  of  an  "  ornfuoaent."    Th^ 
counsel  had  determined  that  it  might,  and 
therefore  an  organ  had  been  placed  in  th^ 
church,  in  spite  of  the  declared  opinion  of 
parliament.     For  this  organ  600/.  ha4 
been  paid ;  and  200/.  more  for  fitting  it  up. 
The  trustees  of  this  church  were  not  only 
self-elected,  but,  according  to  a  clause  of 
the  act,  they  were  compelled  to  account.to 
nobody,  but  to  each  other.    There  wa^ 
pnlv  one  mode  of  checking  such  abuses, 
and  that  was  by  preventing  penons  whp 
did  not  profess  the  established  reli^on,an4 
were  unconnected  with  the  vestnes,  from 
being  taxed  to  support  Protestant  churchef." 
If,  however,  the  system  of  .unfair  taxatiofi 
were  to  continue,  |t  would  be  much  better 
.to  intrust  the  power  of  effecting  it — ^to  ^ 
Protestant  bishop,  for   instanoe,—- rath^ 
than  to  allow  a  carpenter,  a  slater,  aii4 
.a  jplasterer,    professipg   the    Protestsu^t 
freligioui  -whenever  they  foun4  it  coq- 
veniejBt  and  useful  to  them,  to  levy  ^ 
sum  of  monev,  of  which  each  in  bis  voci^ 
!tion  obtained  a  share.  It  was  usual  to  hei^ 
this  country  spoken  of  as  the  paragon  of 
liberality,  whilst  Roman  Catholic  countries 
were  e<|ually  decried  for  their  ^liberality 
and  prejudice*    He  would  leave  the  Hou^e 
tojudge  whether  this  character  was  just, 
after  he  had  stated  the  conduct  which  a 
CathoUc  country  had  observed  towards 
Protestants.    In  1791,  the  Diet  of  Hun- 
gary, which,  like  the  parliament  of  this 
country,  was  composed  of  persons  of  dif- 
ferent orders  of  the  community,  to  tlys 
number  of  five  or  six  hundred,  came  to  a 
resolution  in  the  following  words:— ''The 
Protestants  of  this  state  sh^U  not  be  called 
upon  to  contribute  to  the  Catholic;^  either 
in  money  or  labour,  nor  shall  the  Catholics, 
on  the  other  hand,  contribute  to  the  PrQ« 
testants,  or  to  the  establishment  of  their 
churches  or  schools.''    This  resolution  was 
passed  by  a  majority  of  more  than  three  to 
one.    In  the  same  diet,  Protestants  were 
declared  cyjually  eligible  with  Catholics  to 
fill  everj  office  and  to  hold  every  rai^k 
in  the  |ta|e.    This  wsiS  the  conduct  of  a 
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Roman  Catholic  state;  and  yet  it  was 
said,  that  England,  for  liberality,  surpassed 
every  other  country  in  the  world. — He 
hoped  he  had  stated  enough  to  induce 
the  House  to  take  the  subject  to  which 
he  had  directed  their  attention  into  its 
serious  consideration.  It  struck  him  that 
one  means  by  which  the  existing  evil  might 
be  remedied,  was  the  rendering  of  first- 
fruits  available,  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  act  of  queen  Anne.  Another  mode 
was  a  recurrence  to  the  system  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  times  of  Henry  8th,  and 
Elizabeth,  of  making  the  clergy  support 
the  churches  and  the  poor  out  of  the  tithes. 
The  act  of  queen  Anne  operated  differently 
with  respect  to  England  and  Ireland.  In 
England,  the  first-fruits  and  tenths  were 
appropriated  to  the  improvement  of  small 
benefices ;  but  in  Ireland  the  tenths  were 
remitted,  and  only  the  first-fruits  reserved 
for  that  purpose ;  and  yet  the  rich  clergy 
of  that  country  calledupon  the  impoverished 
iaity  to  repair  their  churches.  In  the  first 
instance,  therefore,  he  would  propose,  that 
the  first-fruits  should  be  made  available 
ibr  the  support  of  the  churches.  If  that 
should  be  refused,  he  would  then  introduce 
a  bill  to  d^ct  that,  whenever  any  diocese 
should  become  vacant,  a  report  should  be 
•made  to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  as  to 
the  state  of  the  church ;  and  if  it  should 
appear  that  the  church  was  not  in  a  state 
'to  allow  of  the  performance  of  divine  duty, 
the  revenues  of  the  benefice  should  be  alto- 
gether applied  to  the  repair  of  the  church, 
with  the  exception  of  an  allowance  for  a 
curate  to  perform  occasional  service ;  and 
that  the  incumbent  should  not  enter  on  the 
living  until  the  repairs  were  completed. 
Some  such  legislative  enactment  was  ne- 
cessary to  rescue  the  clergy  of  Ireland  from 
the  disgrace  of  compelling  persons  who  did 
'  not  profess  their  religion  to  support  their 
churches. — The  right  hon.  baronet  con- 
cluded by  moving  ^e  following  resolution : 
''  That  it  appears  from  the  Irish  statute, 
12  Geo.  1.  c.  9.,  that  many  of  the  Parish 
Churches  of  that  Kingdom,  which  had 
been  transferred,  at  the  time  of  the 
Reformation,  into  possession  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church  of  Ireland,  were,  in  the 
year  1726,  in  a  state  of  such  great  decay, 
that  Divine  Service  could  not  be  performed 
therein ;  and  it  is  also  there  stated,  that 
such  Churches  could  not  be  rebuilt  or 
repaired  in  consequence  of  the  Popish 
inhabitants     outvoting    the     Protestant 

parishioners  at   vestries   held   for   such, 
purpose. 
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**  That  the  said  Statute,  and  many  suc- 
ceeding Statutes,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving such  constructions,  continued  to 
enact,  during  an  entire  century,  that  no 
Popish  inhabitants  of  anv  parish  in  that 
kingdom  should  be  admitted  to  vote  at 
any  vestry  held  for  such  objects. 

*'  That,  although  the  entire  disposal  of 
the  power  of  Parochial  Taxation  for  such 
purposes  was  thus  vested  in  the  Protestant 
Panshioners,  and  although  those  professing 
the  Popish  or  Roman  Catholic  religion 
was  absolutely  excluded  from  all  possible 
interference  with  the  exercise  thereof,  the 
Churches,  and  many  of  the  Cathedrals,  were 
allowed  to  continue  in  a  state  of  progressive 
decay,  until  they  became  in  numerous 
instances,  absolutely  ruinous,  without 
measures  being  adopted,  either  by  the 
Protestant  Parishioners  or  by  the  Episco- 
pacy or  Government  of  Ireland,  for  the 
prevention  of  such  highly  injurious  con- 
sequences. 

*'  That  it  appears  in  the  highest  degree 
unjust  to  effect  tne  re-building  of  Churches, 
thus  allowed  to  become  ruinous  by  the 
neglect  of  those  who  had  full  power  to 
prevent  their  dilapidation,  at  the  expense 
of  those  parishioners  who  constitute,  in 
most  of  the  parishes  of  Ireland,  a  very 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
whom  the  Legislature  had  thus  specially 
excluded,  as  being  Roman  Catholics, 
from  all  interference  therein." 
•  Mr./.  Grafton, in secondingthe motion, 
took  occasion  to  pay  a  handsome  tribute 
to  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  member  for  Waterford,  in 
pressing  on  the  House  the  necessity  of  an 
extensive  amelioration  in  the  system  of 
exaction  which  the  Catholic  was  compelled 
to  undergo,  for  the  sustentation  of  Pro- 
testant edifices  of  worship  in  Irdand. 
The  subject  had  been  repeatedly  mooted 
in  that  House,  and  it  so  happened,  that 
whenever  any  success  was  obtained  by  his 
right  hon.  friend,  and  he  brought  forwaixi 
a  practical  measure  on  any  particular  case, 
the  benefits  of  that  measure  were  counter- 
acted, and  its  enactments  turned  to  mis- 
chief, by  the  interposition  of  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  for  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Secretary  had  brought  in  a  bill,  the 
Vestry-bin,  purporting  to  be  a  measure  of 
relief,  but  it  only  aggravated  the  fonner 
grievance  ;  and,  indeed,  so  equivocal  were 
the  proceedings  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  it  would  have  been  letter  to 
have  suffered  things  to  remain  as  they 
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"Were.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  appeared 
to  be  actuated  altogether,  in  his  policy 
respecting  Ireland,  by  the  spirit  of  those 
'days  in  which  the  worst  penal  enactments 
hm  been  passed.  From  all  these  con- 
siderations, he  felt  an  objection  against  the 
introduction  of  almost  any  bill  on  the 
subject  of  Irish  affairs;  for  he  felt'  the 
strongest  apprehension  that  it  would  be  not 
only  neutrsdized  as  to  its  power  of  doing 
good,  but  that  its  beneficial  influence 
would  be  converted  into  mischief,  through 
the  means  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
-who  would  at  last  have  his  own  way,  and 
bring  about  his  own  favourite  purposes. 
However,  in  seconding  the  motion  of  his 
tight  hon.  iriend,  he  hoped  he  was  laying 
the  foundation  of  some  good.  The  power 
of  taxing  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  for  the 
support  of  Protestant  churches  might, 
perhaps,  be  endured,  if  exercised  by  grand 
jurors  acting  under  the  influence  of  an 
oath  ;  but  it  was  intolerable  when  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  vestry-men,  meeting 
in  private,  and  having  only  their  own 
purposes  to  serve. 

*  Mr.  G'bu/^ni  said,  that  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Wicklow,  as  they 
were  personal  to  himself,  demanded  his 
primary  notice.  That  hon.  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  was  actuated, 
in  his  policy  towards  Ireland,  by  a  spirit 
similar  to  that  which  animated  those  who 
originated  the  penal  enactments|of  Ireland ; 
and  it  was  upon  a  reference  to  the  Vestry 
bill,  which  he  had  introduced,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  principally  founded 
his  imputation.  Now,  he  would  say  that 
any  g^tleman  who  had  looked  into  that 
bill,  must  at  once  see  that  its  object  and 
tenor  were  of  a  description  utterly  at 
variance  with  a  supposition  of  such  a 
nature.  Any  gentleman  must  see  that 
the  imputation  against  him  grew  out 
of  a  totally  erroneous  view  of  the  measure ; 
and  in  charity  he  must  suppose,  that  the  hon. 
gentlemen  had  never  looked  into  the  bill. 
To  those  who  had  seen,  and  who  under- 
stood the  provisions  of  the  bill,  he  would 
appeal  confidently,  and  ask  them  if  it  was 
not  a  measure,  which  was  characterized, 
'SO  far  as  it  went,  by  a  principle  of  amelio- 
Tation  ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
explained  the  nature  of  the  Vestry  bill. 
What,  he  asked,  had  been  the  evil  com- 
plained of  heretofore  ?  What  was  it  that 
the  hon.  member  for  Limerick  had  made 
the  frequent  burthen  of  his  remonstrances 
to  that  House?     Was  it  not  that  the 


Catholic,  who  was  taxed  by  a  vote  of  the 
Protestant  vestry,  had  no  appeal  except 
to  the  archbishop  or  the  bishop,  by 
whose  ordinance  the  vestry  was  held, 
perhaps,  and  who,  at  all  events,  was  a 
party  interested  against  the  appellant? 
What  then  did  the  Vestry-bill  effect? 
It  vested  a  power  of  appeal  in  the  Catholic 
to  the  bench  of  magistrates,  where,  per- 
haps, there  might  be  members  of  his  own 
communion,  whose  disposition  to  enter 
into  the  investigation  of  his  complaint, 
would  n6t  certainly  be  questioned.  This 
was  an  enactment  obviously  calculated  to 
insure  justice  to  the  Catholic ;  a  measure 
respecting  which  the  opinion  of  Catholics 
had  been  expressed  in  a  favourable  and 
grateful  manner.  And  what  was  his  re- 
ward for  his  exertions  ?  Why,  an  impu- 
tation that  he  was  actuated  by  the  spirit 
of  persecution  which  animated  the  origi- 
nators of  the  penal  laws,  and  a  complaint, 
which  held  him  up  as  an  object  of  aversion 
to  those,  with  whom  he  felt  every  disposi- 
tion to  live  in  peace  and  harmony. — So 
far  with  respect  to  the  personal  part  of  the 
subject.  He  would  now  refer  to  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  baronet.  The 
right  hon.  baronet  had  stated,  that  the 
churches  which  were  transferred  to,  or, 
more  properly  speaking,  which  were  oc- 
cupied by,  the  Protestants  at  the  time 
of  the  Reformation,  were  suffered  to  lie  in 
a  state  of  neglect  and  dilapidation .  He  was 
ready  to  confess,  that  his  inquiries  into  the 
history  of  former  times  convinced  him  of 
the  truth  of  the  right  hon.  baronet's  state- 
ment ;  and  that  complaints  had  been  un- 
ceasingly made  of  the  want  of  edifices  for 
the  use  of  the  established  form  of  worship 
in  Ireland.  In  the  time  of  lord  Straf- 
ford's administration,  that  lord  Deputy's 
attention  had  been  directed,  in  a  particular 
manner,  to  the  subject  of  this  complaint. 
He  had  made  it  his  object,  in  his  com- 
munications with  England,  to  represent  the 
great  respectability  of  the  Protestants  in 
Ireland,  and  the  necessity  of  providing 
them  with  suitable  means  of  performing 
the  public  duties  of  their  religion.  Hi^ 
lordsnip  finally  proposed,  that  a  commis- 
sion should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  Protestant  ecclesiastical 
structure  in  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  a 
thorough  reform  in  the  same.  He  took 
occasion  to  represent,  that  not  only  the 
churches,  but  the  parsonages  and  the 
vicarages  were  in  ruin,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple remained  untaught.    In  fact,  on  look- 
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ipf  track  to  the  Ustgry  of  the  coimeoUoa 
between  the  two  countries,  he  thought 
tbut  the  crime  chaigeable  against  England 
waSf  that  she  did  not  take  sufficient  pains 
ifi  provide  places  of  worship  in  Ireland, 
appropriate  to  the  reformed  religion.  It 
iims  not  until  the  year  1777,  that  the  sub* 
iect  received  any  great  attention  from  the 
legislature;  ana  not  until  the  late  Mr* 
Perceval's  administration,  that  any  prac- 
tical measures  were  adopted  to  meet 
the  exigencies  so  feelingly  described  by 
lord  Strafford. — The  right  hon.  gentle 
Qifta  then  stated  what  had  been  done  for 
^e  purpose  of  erecting  churches  in  Ire- 
Ian^  He  was  ready  to  grant,  that  it  was 
^  great  hardship  in  appearance  to  compel 
those  who  formed  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  religious  establishment  of  those  with 
whom  they  altogether  disagreed  in  matters 
€t  faith.  But,  whibt  he  was  ready  to  go 
thus  far,  he  could  not  at  the  same  time 
stray  away  from  the  principle,  that  the 
established  mode  of  faith  claimed  the  sup- 
port generally  of  that  community  amongst 
whom  it  existed,  and  that  the  country  in 
the  aggregate  was  bound  to  contribute  to- 
wards its  maintenance  in  a  suitable  man- 
ner. The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  ad- 
verted to  the  subject  of  St.  George's 
<^urch  in  Dublin,  and  said  that  as  a 
special  .act  of  parliament  had  been  ob- 
tained for  the  building  and  repairing  of 
that  church,  no  argument  derived  m>m 
the  facts  connected  with  its  history  could 
be  fairly  extended  to  the  general  condition 
of  the  Irish  church.  He  .contended,  that 
much  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  lessen- 
ing the  burthens  of  building  new  churches 
in  Ireland ;  that  a  spirit  had  been  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  the  legislature,  to 
make  those  burthens  light,  whilst  care  had 
been  taken  to  provide  the  people  with 
suitable  structures.  Thus,  for  example, 
money  bad  been  advanced  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  ediBces  in  the  country  parishes, 
oa  which  no  interest  was  to  be  paid,  and 
which  was  to  be  refunded  in  a  manner 
that  showed  at  once  the  disposition  to 
consult  the  convenience  of  the  parishes. 

Sir  /.  NewporU — ^Without  interest  ?  Is 
that  so?  I  understood  that  payments 
were  annually  made. 

Mn  Qtmlbvarn. — ^Yes,  by  way  of  instal- 
ment ;  but,  on  the  principle  advanced  no 
interest  was  required.  It  had  been  found 
that  the  expense  of  raising  ^churches  had 
been  1|400/.  per  parislu    The  instalment 


quired  from  the  parish  was  six  per  cent, 
or  84/t  a-year.    Now,  on  this  very  subr 
ject,  had  himself  introduced  a  biU,   by 
which  he  reduced  the  amount  of  the  in- 
stalment from  six  to  four  per  cent,  making* 
the  annual  charge  56/.  instead  of  84^ 
Under  the  operation  of  this  law  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  new  churches,   and 
five  hundred  and  sixty-two   new  glebe- 
houses,  had  been  built  in  Ireland.    Each 
Earish  had  now  a  place  of  worship,  and  ^, 
ouse  which  a  minister  could  reside  in. 
It  was  impossible  for  him  to  admit  the 
principle  of  laying  any  further  load  upon 
the  clergy  of  Ireland,  whose  incomes  were 
already,  in  many  instances,  inadequate  to 
their  maintenance  in  a  state  of  respecta* 
bility.    He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  writteu 
by  a  clergyman  who  was  now,  unfortu- 
nately, no  more ;  but  of  whose  character, 
if  he  were  to  mention  his  name,  no  person 
could  entertain  a  doubt,  which  described 
the  various  heavy  charges  to  which  a  living 
in  Ireland  was  already  subject.    The  living 
held  by  the  gentleman  in  question  was 
one  of  160/.  a-year.    Out  of  this  he  had 
to  pay  for  his  first-fruits  8/.  12«.  a-year, 
ana  other  expenses,   amounting  to  ^OL 
Th^re  was  due  to  the  late  incumbent,  on 
account  of  the  glebe-house,  178/. ;    and 
70/.  more  he  had  to  pay  for  expenses  upon 
taking  possession.     But,  in  addition  to 
all  this,  he  found  it  necessary  to  keep  a 
curate ;  and,  surely  the  House  would  not 
say  that  such  a  man  was  not  sufficiently 
burthened.    Such,  then,  was  the  real  state 
of  that  clergy,  whose  ease  and  wealth  it 
v^as  so  much  the  fashion  to  decry.    On 
their  behalf,  he  complained  of  the  injus- 
tice which  had  been   done   them,    tor 
these  reasons,  he  thought  he  was  not  act- 
ing unfairly  in  moving  upon  the  resolur 
tion  the   previous  question.    If,   at  any 
future  time,  the  right  hon.  baronet  should 
think  proper  to  propose  any  substantive 
measure,  ne  would  give  his  opinion  upon 
it ;  but  at  present  he  thought  the  resolu^ 
tion  founded  upon   wrong  assumptions. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  after   again 
complainmg  that  he   should   have  been 
held  up,  by  the  hon.  member  for  Wick- 
low,  as  an  enemy  to  the  interests  of  that 
country,  the  advantage  of  which  he  had 
ever  exerted  himself  with  his  best  ability 
to  promote,  sat  down  by  moving  the  pte- 
vious  question. 

Mr.  John  Smith  faid,  that  the  present 
system  of  building  churches  by  a  tax  imi* 
posed  by  half  a  dozen  Protestants  on  the 
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great  balk  of  the  Catholics  in  the  several 
parnhes  in  Ireland,  was  wholly  indefensi- 
ble. It  was  absurd,  impolitic,  and  unjast 
He  was  one  of  those  who  thought  that,  in 
a  Christian  countij,  there  would  be  found 
m  the  zeal  and  piety  of  the  people  suffi- 
cient activity  and  abundant  means  to  pro- 
^de  themselves  with  places  for  the  cele- 
bration of  Divine  worship  of  their  own 
accord ;  and  upon  this  principle  he  had 
opposed  the  grant  of  public  money  for  the 
building  of  churches  in  this  country,  a 
session  or  two  ago.  In  Ireland,  however, 
where  the  Protestants  formed  .but  a  tenth 

Eart  of  the  population,  the  increasmg  or 
eeping  in  repair  the  churches,    would 
perhaps  be  better  eiFected  by  the  grant  of 
public  money,  objectionable  as  that  mode 
was,  than  by  the  present  most  absurd  and 
pernicious  system.     He  was  utterly  as- 
tonished how  such  a  system  could  have 
been  devised ;  and  that  h  was  continued 
<tould  only  be  accounted  for  by  that  utter 
contempt  of  common  sense,  which  seemed 
to  ftigmatize  every  measure  taken  with 
respect  to  ihat  most  distracted  and  un- 
happy country.    Bay  after  day  was  the 
attention  of  parliament  called,  by  those 
few  but  distinguished  fiiends  which  Ire- 
land stin  had,  to  .some  new  grievance, 
some  freshly  detected  abuse,  more  flagi- 
dous  than   its  predecessors.    But  when 
was  a  remedy  cmered?    The  right  hon. 
gentleman   oppoute   had    complimented 
himself  upon  his  friendly  feeling  towards 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland ;   but  what  had 
he  done  for  them  or  for  their  country  ?    If 
he  imagined  that  by  empty  professions  he 
could  stifle  the  universal  call  for  reform 
in  the  public  institutions  of  Ireland,  he 
greatly  deceived  hunself.    The  Catholics 
were   not   blinded    by    these   measures. 
They  had  no  confidence  in  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  professions,  and  if  he  really 
intended  them  kindnesses,  he  must  tell 
bim,  from  personal  knowledge,  that  they 
Were  wholly  insensible  to  bis  good  offices. 
Was  this  motion,  then,  to  be  disposed  of, 
4s  all  others  on  the  same  unfortunate  sub- 
ject had  been  before  ?   It  was  m  evidence, 
ttmt  the  nmt  flagrant  abuses  pre^fuled  in 
the  execution  of  the  process  of  the  courts 
in  Ireland^  and  that  the  collection  of  debts 
tras  beset  with  difficulties.    What  reme- 
dies had  been  proposed  for  that  crying 
evil  f    It  was  acCnitted,  that  many  persons 
%ere  greatly  distressed  by  the  payment  of 
A  tat  fbr  the  building  and  repairing  of 
^httrcfaes,  and  yet  that  tax  was  about^to 


be  continued,  l^y^ihepreisent  system,  U 
was  in  the  power  of  a  Protestant  brick- 
layer or  carpenter  of  any  influence  in  the 
!>arish,  to  procure  a  resolution  of  the  yefffarf 
or  building  a  church,  merely  to  give  him^ 
self  a  job.  He  had  been  mformed  that 
this  was  actually  the  cate  insome  parishes 
in  the  north  of'^  Ireland,  where  the  pOiot 
Catholics  were  afraid  to  complain.  He 
thought  that  his  right  hon.  friend,  by  thitf 
motion,  had  added  considerably  to  the 
very  great  claims  which  he  already  had 
upon  the  gratitude  of  his  country.  It  was 
not  likely  that  he  would  now  succeed; 
but  the  day  would  come  when  common 
sense,  and  common  justice,  must  prevaiL 
He  had  many  objections  to  the  voting  of 
public  money  for  the  building  of  churches  i 
but  he  thought  an^  thing  preferable  td 
the  present  system  m  Ireland.  On  thes* 
grounds  he  supported  the  resolutions* 

Sir  William  Phcnhett^  in  rising  to  sn]p« 
port  the  amendment,  disclaimed  all  inten<* 
tion  of  following  the  hon.  gentieman  who 
had  just  sat  down  through  the  digressive 
allusions  in  which  he  hs^  indulged.  He 
put  it  to  the  good  sense  of  the  House; 
whether  upon  a  motion  relative,  to  the 
building  of  churches  in  Ireland,  he  irto 
expected  to  go  at  laorge  into  a  defence  of 
all  the  measures  whidi  had  been  taken  by 

government  with  respect  to  that  country  7 
e  would  ask,  what  h&d  the  mode  of  coU 
lecting  debts  in  Irdand  to  do  with  the 
present  question  ?  He  declared,  that  up 
to  this  time,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  se^ 
rious  complaints  havine  been  made  of  the 
administration  of  the  law  on  that  particu-^ 
lar ;  and  most  certainly,  he  was  not  likely 
to  be  prepared  for  such  a  commuAication 
by  the  terms  of  this  notice,  or  the  opening 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  baronet.  Last 
year,  he  believ^,  some  complaints  had 
been  made  respecting  the  collection  of 
debts  in  Irelana ;  but  there  had  h&ea  & 
public  inquiry  since ;  and  wad  he  to  un* 
derstand,  that  any  new  ground  of  dissatis- 
faction had  arisen  since  the  presenting  of 
the  report  of  the  commission  to  which 
he  alluded  ?  The  Houte  was  aware  thet 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  had  given  notice 
of  his  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative 
to  the  collection  of  debts  in  Ireland ;  and 
the  hon.  member  might  have  waited  the 
result  of  that  measure.  With  respect  to 
the  resolutions  before  the  House,  he  shook! 
say,  diat  as  to  that  part  of  the  complaint 
which  related  to  St.  George's  church,  it 
was  cliiugeable,  as  the  rig^t  hOb.  baronet 
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knew,  upoii  the  act  of  1793,  for  .which 
neither  himself  nor  his  right  hon.  friend 
were  responsible.  But,  if  diese  resolutions 
were  carried,  they  would  not  meet  the 
complaint  with  respect  to  St.  George's 
church.  The  right  hon.  baronet  would 
find  many  of  the  evils  of  which  he  com- 
plained cemedied  by  the  bill  of  last  year. 
Re  would  not  flatly  contradict  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  but  he 
was  disposed  to  think,  that  he  must  have 
been  misinformed  on  the  subject  of  the 
organ.  The  hon.  member  opposite  had 
commented  upon  the  facility  of  a  car- 
penter or  a  bricklayer  making  a  job  of 
building  a  new  church.  If  he  had  looked 
into  the  act  of  last  yeaur,  he  would  see 
that  this  jobbing  was  completely  prevent- 
ed, by  the  appeal  which  was  given,  not  to 
an  ecclesiastical,  but  to  a  lay  tribunal,  of 
which  Catholics  as  well  as  Protestants 
might  be  members.  He  considered  this  a 
serious  question.  He  did  not  believe  his 
right  hon.  friend  contemplated  the  decay 
and  destruction  of  the  Protestant  churches 
throughout  Ireland  ;  but  these  resolutions 
would  practically  produce  that  effect.  It 
would  be  a  certain  consequence  of  them 
to  increase  the  difficulty  which  already 
€xii3ted,  of  repairing  these  edifices.  The 
Catholics  would  think  themselves  exone- 
rated altogether  from  the  obligation  of 
contributing  to  keep  the  Protestant 
churches  in  repair,  and  the  supposition 
would  produce  mischievous  consequences. 
Was  the  House  to  say  that,  because  the 
number  of  Protestants  in  Ireland  was 
small,  the  churches  were  to  be  therefore 
suffered  to  go  to  decay  ?  Had  the  right 
hon.  baronet  confined  himself  to  any  par- 
ticular mode  of  rebuilding  churches  in 
Ireland,  more  calculated  than  the  present 
to  give  satisfaction,  he  would  have  sup- 
ported him  in  it.  These  resolutions,  even 
admitting  them  to  be  historically  true, 
were  yet  inconsistent  with  themselves. 
They  first  complained  that  the  Catholics 
were  subjected  to  taxes  for  the  building 
of  Protestant  churches  in  Ireland,  and 
secondly,  that  the  churches  were  not 
built.  He  would  give  his  cordial  support 
to  a  bill,  which  devised  any  particular 
mode  of  rebuilding  churches  in  Ireland ; 
but  he  protested  against  these  resolutions, 
which  could  only  produce  discontent.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  entered  into  a 
defence  of  the  bill  of  last  year,  which,  he 
said,  had  been  made  a  theme  of  attack  in 
this  and  in  othef  places.    Beioff  an  act 
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of  consolidation,  it  was  no  objection  to  it, 
that  it  re-enacted  all  the  existing  laws: 
But  he  defied  the  hon.  member  for  Wick- 
low  to  say  that  there  were  not  many 
amendments  introduced  into  that  act. 
Amongst  other  things,  it  exonerated  Catho<- 
lies  from  serving  as  churchwardens  ;  pro- 
vided funds  for  the  decent  burial  of  the 
Catholic  poor ;  and  gave  an  appeal  against 
church  assessments,  not  to  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal, but  to  a  lay  tribunal.  All  the  hard- 
ships imposed  by  that  act  were  to  be  found 
in  preceding  acts;  but  all  its  remedies 
and  benefits  were  new.  Before  he  sat 
down  he  must  say  he  was  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  application  of  any  portion, 
of  the  first-fruits  to  the  budding  of 
churches.  He  could  not  consent  to  throw 
any  additional  burthens  on  the  parochial 
clergy  of  Ireland  ;  of  whom  he  would  say, 
notwithstanding  all  the  cant  about  the 
overgrown  wealth  of  the  church,  that  there 
was  not  a  more  meritorious  or  worse-paid 
body  of  men  in  the  state.  These  first- 
fruits  originally  belonged  to  the  see  of 
Rome.  They  then  became  vested  in  the 
crown  of  England ;  afterwards  they  came 
to  the  commissioners  of  first-fruits,  were 
now  settled  at  a  fixed  rate,  and  he  would 
decidedly  oppose  any  interference  with 
them. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice^  in  giving  his  support 
to  the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  dis- 
claimed all  hostility  to  the  Protestant 
church.  He  and  those  who  acted  with: 
him  were  as  much  attached  to  that  church 
as  any  right  hon.  gentleman.  They  only 
differed  as  ta^^e  mode  of  showing  their 
attachment,  and  the  difference  was  this,, 
that  when  an  abuse  was  discovered  with 
them,  it  was  a  signal  for  a  remedial  mea« 
sure ;  whereas  with  the  gentlemen  opposite 
it  was  a  signal  for  resistance.  The  gentler- 
men  opposite,  in  fact,  admitted  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  their  measure,  when  they  tendered 
their  assistance  to  his  right  hon.  friend  in 
the  framing  a  new  one.  Now,  when  \tk 
England  we  refused  to  confide  in  parochial 
vestries  to  tax  the  parish  for  the  building 
of  churches,  on  what  principle  could  ^Roe 
p^ve  this  confidence  to  paro^al  vestriet 
m  Ireland  ?  He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
irritation  which  existed  in  Ireland  respect'^ 
ing  the  church ;  but  this  was  not  a  fe«ling 
against  the  doctrines  or  aeainst  the  pa- 
rochial clergy ;  for,  although  he  could  not 
support  the  opinion  as  to  their  poverty,  he 
was  willing  to  bear  testimony  to  their 
worth.    He  would  give  his  assent  to  tins 
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retolutiona;  but  he  hoped^  if  they  should 
be  negatived,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  redeem  his  pledge,  and  come  for^ 
ward  with  some  remedy* 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  give  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
the  fullest  credit  for  their  declaration,  that 
in  supporting  these  resolutions,  they  were 
desirous  to  promote  the  real  interests  of 
the  established  church ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  he  claimed  for  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues the  same  credit  for  meaning  to 
exempt,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Catholic 
tenantry  of  Ireland  from  undue  burthens. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  this  question 
would  be  discussed  upon  its  own  intrinsic 
merits,  and  without  reference  to  the  diver- 
sity of  opinion  which  prevailed  between 
them  "upon  what  was  called  the  Catholic 

Jiuestion.  He  must  defend  his  right  hon. 
riend  from  the  sarcasm  which  had  be^d 
thrown  upon  him  for  his  bill  of  last  year ; 
a  bill  which  had  materially  benefitted  that 
part  of  the  Catholic  population  to  which 
it  applied.  The  attack  upon  the  vestry 
bill  was,  therefore,  uncalled  for ;  and  the 
assistance  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
given  in  the  tithe  composition  bill  ought 
never  to  be  forgotten  in  the  sister  kingdom. 
With  reference  to  the  present  question, 
the  course  of  proceeding  by  resolutions 
was  extremely  objectionable ;  for  it  pre* 
eluded  that  discussion,  either  of  principle 
or  of  details,  which  was  practicable  in  the 
introduction  of  a  specific  bill.  He  was 
florrythat  this  discussion  had  been  em- 
barrassed by  allusions  to  cases  of  peculiar 
grievance  in  the  laKes  on  some  parishes, 
and  particularly  the  local  act  for  St. 
George's  perish.  It  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  latter  was  altogether  a 
private  act ;  and  if  it  had  inflicted  a  griev- 
ance, the  remedy  was  by  a  repeal  of  the 
objeetioni^le  clause,  and  not  by  the  intro- 
duction of  an  irrelevant  measure.  It  was 
equally  wrong  to  mix  up  cases  of  spoliation 
and  outrage  with  the  present  considera- 
tion ;  for  these  ought  to  be  punished  and 
repressed,  without  reference  to  any  of  the 
larger  topics  which  had  been  introduced 
into  this  discussion.  He  could  not  concur 
in  the  broad  proposition  which  had  been 
laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  baronet; 
tiamely,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  peasant 
ought  not  to  be  burthened  with  any  share 
of  the  expense  for  repairs  of  Protestant 
ohurches.  If  that  principle  were  good  for 
Ireland,  why  was  it  not  equally  so  for 
£iii^and?    jLet  the  House  see  the  lengUi 


to  which  it  wes  capable  of  being  carried. 
If  one  class  of  dissenters  were  to  be  so  fa^ 
relieved,  what  reason  could  be  assigned  for 
not  relying  all  other  classes  who  were 
not  ¥^thin  the  pale  of  the  established^ 
church?  Such  a  proposition  would 
require  very  serious  consideration ;  for  the 
inevitable  consequence  would  be,  that  all 
who  weie  indifierent  to  the  reformed  sys-t 
tern  of  worship  would  declare  themselves 
dissenters  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  this 
tax.  Undoubtedly,  he  was  prepared  to 
admit,  that  if  one  class  of  dissenters  more 
than  another  deserved  to  be  looked  upon 
in  a  favourable  light,  it  was  the  Roman 
Catholic  occupiers  of  land  in  Ireland ;  for 
they  had  to  provide  their  own  churches,  as 
well  as  to  assist  in  making  the  same  pro- 
vision for  the  church  established  by  law. 
But  white  he  entertained  these  feelings 
towards  the  Roman  Catholic  occupier  of 
land,  he  felt  them  not  for  his  landlord ; 
and  more  particularly  for  his  Protestant 
landlord ;  and  still  more  so,  where  he  hap^ 
pened  to  be  an  absentee.  Of  all  men,  for 
nim  he  had  no  consideration.  He  would 
not,  indeed,  compel  him  to  reside  in 
Ireland,  but  he  would  not  exempt  him,  if 
he  could,  by  a  bounty  on  his  absence,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  casting  the  price  of  that 
bounty  upon  others.  With  reference  to 
the  right  hon.  baronet's  second  proposition; 
for  the  insertion  of  a  future  clause  into 
leases,  to  save  the  Roman  Catholic  tenant, 
and  throw  the  weight  upon  his  landlord;^ 
he  was  rather  favourable  to  the  considera- 
tion of  such  a  regulation,  if  he  coirid  see 
his  way  through  the  prevention  of  any 
abuse  of  its  provisbns.  He  felt  for  the 
poor  tenant  who  had  taken  his  lease  with- 
out-any  expectation  that  a  church  would 
be  built  near  his  land,  and  who  had  after- 
wards to  meet  the  expense  of  such  a  build- 
ing. With  these  impressions,  and  with 
the  utmost  desire  to  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  right  hon.  baronet,  in  giving  a  full  and 
calm  consideration  to  such  parts  of  his 
plan  as  he  had  alluded  to,  if  orou^t  for- 
ward in  the  form  of  a  specific  bill,  he  hoped 
he  would  withdraw  his  present  resolutions ; 
otherwise  he  should  meet  them  by  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  would  not  prejudge 
the  future  consideration  of  the  condition 
of  the.  Irish  tenantry,  or  decide  against 
hearing  their  complaints.  As  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  plan  to  Ireland,  which* had 
been  acted  upon  in  this  country  in  the 
mode  of  building  new  churches,  by  making 
certam  public  advances  for  that  f  urpqse^ 
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he  was  not  prepared  to  say  hoi;«^  tar  that 
could  be  reaKzea.  At  all  events,  he  was 
not  adverse  to  the  consideratioa  of  this 
branch  of  die  subject,  if  introduced  in  a 
different  form* 

Mr.  H,  Oraitan  su^^potfed  the  resolu- 
tionsy  observing^  that  Uie  real  question  at 
Issue  did  not  so  much  regard  the  church 
establishment  of  Ireland,  as  the  connection 
6f  that  country  with  England.  The  vestry 
cess  was  of  a  grievous  character.  It  had 
countenanced  the  most  extravagant  and 
ftuperflnous  ornaments  in  churches,  almost 
Irfaoily  unfrequented  by  those  who  had  to 
|>ay  ror  such  extravagance.  Since  the 
vear  1820,  therehadbeen  levied  1,623,000/. 
Dy  the  vestries  for  such  purposes.  It  was 
not  now  the  question  whether  the  Catholic 
church  should  be  supported  t  but  whether 
it  should  continue  to  exist.  The  Catholic 
places  of  worship,  as  contrasted  with  those 
of  the  Protestants,  were  in  a  most  ruinous 
condition;  the  worship  being  frequently 
obliged  to  be  performea  in  the  open  air. 

^  /.  Newport f  in  reply,  said  that  he 
sAiould  withdraw  the  resolution,  and 
aimply  move  fot  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
*'  to  amend  the  laws  for  building,  re-build- 
ing, add  repairing.  Churches,  and  for 
relieving  the  occupying  Tenants  of  Land 
hi  Irdand  from  the  burthen  of  Church 
Rates  in  certain  cases." 

The  resolution  vras  accordingly  with- 
drawn X  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
the  bilk 

TvpRisoKMEirT  forDeby.]  Mr.Attme, 
pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  bring  forward  a 
motion  on  a  subject  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. He  hoped  the  House  would 
mdulge  him  with  a  patient  hearing,  while 
he  trespassed  on  them  with  some  details, 
which  ne  deemed  it  right  to  adduce  in 
Support  of  his  motion.  Having  submitted 
these  details,  he  should  leave  it  to  the 
House  to  determine,  whether  the  inquiry 
whidi  he  proposed  ought  not  to  be%  insti- 
tuted— to  say  whether  a  state  of  things 
Ought  any  longer  to  continue,  which  he 
considerea  a  reproach  to  the  justice  of  the 
land ;  or  whether  the  evils  which  existed 
ought  notkmg  since  to  have  been  remedied. 
The  stAgcct  w  his  motion  was  connected 
with  every  mterest  in  the  country.  The 
hw»  .as  now  practised^  authorising  im- 
prisonment for  debty  occasioned  the  most 
terious  misdnef ;  and  die  question  would 
be,  whetiber  it  Ought  to  continue  under 
foch  grievous  drcumstasiceB  as  he  shouM 
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detail  to  the  House.    Some  yeiM  ago  he 
had  moved  kft  various  returns,  to  show 
the  magnitude  of  the  evil;  and  last  year 
for  further  returns.    They  would  give  a 
tolerably  forcible  idea  of  the  extent  of  those 
evils  which  he  desired  to  see  remedied. 
He  wished  an  inquiry  into  the  policy  of 
imprisonment  for  debt,  to  be  connected 
with  an  investigation  into  the  state  of  the 
prisons  appomted  for  debtors.    According 
to  the  returns  made  up  to  the  25th  April 
last,  there  were  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  persons  confined  for  debt 
in  the  prisons  of  the  metropolis.    That 
was  a  fnghtful  humber  of  persons  doomed 
to  idleneA,  separated  from  their  femilies 
and  from  good  habits,  and  initiated  into 
the  vices  inseparable  from  prisons.    After 
obtaining  theur  release,  they  could  hardly 
be  expected  to  become  good  subjects.   Of 
the  number  of  debtors  just  named,  there 
were  nine  hundred  imprisoned  for  ddits 
under  20/. ;  seven  hundred  and  fifty  for 
debts  under  50/. :  four  hundred  and  fifty 
for  debts  under  100/. :  seven  hundred  for . 
debts  above  100/.:  about  two  thousand 
had   been    imprisoned    upwards   of  Ax 
months.    In  Middlesex  alone,  in  three  or 
four  months,  there  had  been  two  thousand 
six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  arrests ;  and 
in  the  corresponding  four  months  of  last 
rear,  upwurds  of  three  thousand  arrests 
had  taken  place,  under  the  warrants  of  the 
dieriffof  Middlesex.    In  the  whole  year 
there  had  been  between  eleven  and  twelve 
thousand  persons  arrested  for  debt  under 
the  authority  of  vrarrants  issued  by  the 
sherifiT  of  Middlesex  alone.    Such  bem^ 
the  state  of  things,  it  became  a  questioii^^ 
whether  the  imprisonments  were  to  be 
continued  for   the  safe  custody  of  the 
parties,  or  as  punishments  ?    From  those 
returns  it  appeared,  that,  in  April  1826, 
the  number  of  individuals  confined  for 
debt  within  the  walls  and  in  the  rules  of 
the    King^s-bench   prison,  amounted  tor 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-five.     In  ttie 
preceding   year  the  number  was  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one  only.  In  the  Fleet 
prison,  the  number  confined  for  debt  in 
April  1824,  was  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven.    In  April  1826,  the  number  was 
two  hundred  and  thirty-4ieven.    In  White- 
cross-street  prison,  which  was  the  prison 
of  the  county  of  Middlesex  more  parti- 
cularly, the  number  of  prison^s  for  debt» 
in   April  1825,  was   four  hundred.    I» 
April  1826,  the  number  was  five  hundred 
and  forty-six.    In  the  Marshalsea  thott 
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were  confined  for  debt,  in  April  1826,  no 
ksn  than  a  hundred  and  six.  In  all  the 
fDur  prisons  the  aggregate  number  of 
prisoners  for  debt  in  one  day,  amounted 
to  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  individuals.  In  all  the  prisons  of  the 
country,  the  number  was  from  twenty 
thousand  to  twenty-two  thousand  indi- 
viduals, shut  up  for  debt.  He  implored 
the  House  to  consider  the  sort  of  educa- 
tion and  the  habits  that  must  be  contracted 
b]f  these  unhappy  persons,  thus  mixed 
with  the  worst  classes  of  society;  their 
labour  lost  to  themselves,  to  their  families, 
and  to  the  country.  This  was  a  frightful 
state  of  things,  and  the  laws  relating  to 
arrest  for  debt  required  to  be  considered 
by  the  legislature.  If  the  House  would 
enter  into  a  consideration  and  comparison 
of  the  laws  of  England  and  Scotland  in 
this  respect,  they  would  be  inclined,  if  not 
to  abolish  altogether,  at  least  greatly  to 
modify,  the  laws  of  arrest  in  this  country. 
But  those  laws  were  not  always  in  this 
atate.  He  had  the  authority  of  lord  Coke, 
and  of  other  great  lawvers,  for  saying,  that 
formerly  an  individual  could  be  arrested 
for  assault  only,  and  not  for  a  simple  con- 
tract debt.  But  now  nothing  was 
easier  than  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty, 
and  his  family,  and  the  country  of  his 
iervices,  by  means  of  those  laws.  For 
•wearing  the  affidavit  of  debt,  for  stamp, 
and  writ,  the  party  had  to  pay  about 
3s.  lOd,,  which,  with  Is.  to  an  officer, 
made  only  4s.  lOd.  The  affidavit  of  the 
debt  might  be  false  and  malicious,  still  the 
party  was  thrown  into  prison.  Now,  was 
It  not  wrong  to  suffer  a  person  to  be  de- 
prived of  his  liberty,  and  thrown  into  evil 
society,  on  grounds  such  as  these  ?  The 
person  who  had  thus  satisfied  his  motive 
at  the  trifling  expense  of  45.  lOd.,  might 
then  leave  the  country  without  any  fear  of 
the  consequences ;  for  he  was  not  obliged, 
as  in  justice  he  should  be,  to  give  any 
security  to  prosecute  his  suit,  or  pay  the 
expenses.  Such  securities  were  formerly 
called  for  and  given.  The  hon,  member 
described  and  lamented  the  hardship  of  a 
person  thus  arrested  at  an  expense  of  a  few 
shillings,  for  an  alleged  debt  of,  perhaps, 
10,000/.  or  20,000/.,  when,  in  reality,  he  , 
might  not  owe  one  fimhing.  However ' 
wealthy  and  respectable  such  an  individual 
might  be,  he  might  have  to  lie  in  prison 
several  days.  The  arrest  might  be  made  on 
a  Saturday  evening ;  or  the  sum  might  be 
purposely  made  so  large  as  that  sureties  , 
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could  not  be  easily  found .  Yet,  what  was  the 
remedy  for  all  this  ?  He  might,  indeed, 
have  his  action  for  false  imprisonment ; 
but  the  pretended  creditor  might  have  ab- 
sconded, or  not  be  worth  pursuing.  The 
hon.  member  next  showed  the  petty  vexa- 
tions to  which  the  person  arrested  was 
subjected  in  giving  bail  below,  and  above. 
For  the  former,  in  fees  at  judges'  cham- 
bers, to  sheriff,  and  for  stamps,  he  would 
have  to  pay  no  less  than  3/.  6s.  for  so 
small  a  debt  as  10/.  It  was  extraordinary, 
that  while  bail  for  a  debt  of  10/.  cost 
3/.  6s.j  bail  on  a  criminal  charge  cost  only 
4s.  6c/.  This  was  a  matter  which  well  de« 
served  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department.  Now,  in 
Scotland,  no  arrest  could  be  made  without 
the  intervention  of  a  decree  of  court,  un- 
less the  person  was  leaving  the  country. 
But  it  could  not  be  said,  that  there  were 
not  dealings  and  transactions,  and  bills, 
and  notes,  passing  in  Scotland.  If  a 
note  or  bond  became  due,  notice  was  given, 
and  if  the  person  did  not  pay,  then  he 
was  arrested,  and  proceedings  taken  against 
his  property.  But  in  England,  from  the 
state  of  the  laws,  persons  went  to  prison, 
but  retained  their  property,  and  the  credi- 
tor was  not  at  all  benefitted,  though  the 
country  and  his  own  family  were  deprived 
of  the  debtor's  labour.  At  the  present 
moment,  he  knew  of  an  individual  who 
was  living  luxuriously  within  the  walls  of 
a  prison,  from  the  produce  of  his  lands, 
which  the  creditor  could  not  touch*  This 
individual  raised  money  on  bonds  and 
notes,  purchased  freehold  estates,  and  set- 
tled his  family  on  them.  When  the  bonds 
and  notes  became  due,  he  went  to  prison, 
where  he  was  enjoying  the  produce  of  the 
estates,  managed  by  his  wife  and  children. 
Several  prisoners  now  confined  in  the  Fleet, 
and  elsewhere,  had  defrauded  their  credi- 
tors in  the  same  way ;  refusing  to  give  up 
any  portion  of  their  property  for  the  liquid- 
ation of  their  just  debts,  and  Ifving  in 
expense  and  extravagance.  Where,  then, 
was  the  wisdom  of  continuing  laws  which 
were  so  abused  and  perverted.  In  other 
countries,  there  was  no  such  thing  as  im- 
prisonment for  debt;  and  he  was  satis- 
fied that  trade  and  business  of  every  de« 
scription  might  be  carried  on  much  better 
in  England,  if  there  was  no  such  thing  ai 
an  arrest  for  debt.  By  a  paper  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  it  appeared  that  since 
the  formation  of  the  Court  of  Insolvent 
Debtors,  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
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leventeen  persons  had  been  liberated  by 
the  commissioRers  therein  presidinf^.  The 
gtostf  amount  of  the  debts  which  those 
persons  owed  came  to  no  lest  a  sum  tiian 
8,863,000/.,  and  the  snm  actually  divided 
amongst  their  creditors  was  only  4,788/., 
being  at  the  rate  of  about  half  a  farthing 
in  the  pound  sterling. — The  hon.  member, 
after  desciibing  the  expense  of  passing 
through  the  Insolvent  Debtor's  court,  ad- 
verted to  the  Craven-street  institution  fbr 
the  relief  of  persons  confined  fbr  small 
debts.  By  a  return  from  that  society,  it 
appeared,  tliat  they  had  libecated,  up  to 
last  year,  forty-two  thousand  persons, 
whose  debts  were  compromised  at  about 
3/.  each  on  an  average.-— The  bon.  lAera* 
ber  then  referred  to  several  reports  of 
commrttees  appointed  to  investigate  the 
Fleet  and  other  prisons,  whose  recommen- 
dations were  never  acted  on  by  the  House. 
There  were;  it  appeared,  in  the  King's- 
bench  prison,  a  hundred  and  ninety-two 
rooms  appropriated  for  the  reception  of 
the  prisoners.  A  great  part  of  these 
rooms,  however,  were  given  to  individuals 
who  could  afford  to  pay  for  them.  In  1 8 1 9, 
four  hundred  and  forty  persons  were  con- 
fined, eighty  of  whom  had  separate  rooms. 
What  situation  then,  he  would  ask,  must 
the  unfortunate  prisoners  be  in  at  present, 
who,  in  point  of  numbers,  were  nearly 
double  what  they  were  m  1819?  Seven 
hiradred  and  fifty  persons  were  at  this  mo- 
ment confined  within  the  walls  of  that 
prison,  who  were  crowded  into  dose  rooms, 
not  in  any  way  adequate  to  their  accom- 
modation. The  hon.  member  then  refer- 
red to  the  want  of  medical  attendance  in 
those  prisons — a  neglect  which  reflected 
the  greatest  possible  disgrace  on  the  au- 
thorities by  whom  it  was  permitted.  No 
medical  officer  had  been  appointed  to  the 
Fleet  prison  until  the  present  year.  The 
hon.  gentleman  then  read  an  extract  from 
the  Report  of  the  Prison  Committee  of 
1814,  complaining  that  there  was  no  infir- 
mary in  the  Fleet  prison,  nor  any  medical 
attendants  to  administer  to  the  wants  of 
the  prisoners.  As  the  case  stood  in  1814, 
so  it  remained  at  the  present  day.  /  The 
recommeiKiationB  of  the  committee  had 
not  been  attended  to.  What  he  most  ob« 
jected  to  was,  that  men  and  women  were  in- 
discriminately confined  in  the  samegaUeries. 
Ucder  this  arrangement,  if  a  woman  entered 
the  prison  with  the  least  sense  of  decency, 
in  a  very  short  time  she  must  be  inevitably 
ruined.    Night  and  day  most  she  be  es« 
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posed  to  the  most  debasing  scenes.  The 
committee  of  1814  had  recommended  the 
separation  of  the  female  from  the  male 
prisoners;  but  die  recommendation  had 
not  been  adopted,  and  the  prison  might  be 
considered  as  the  largest  brodiel  in  the 
metropolis.  He  had  understood  that  it 
was  the  daty  of  an  officer  of  the  Common 
Pleas  to  visit  the  prison  once  a  fbrtn^ht ; 
but,  upon  inquiry  of  the  inmates,  he  learned 
that  uiis  officer  had  not  been  see&  there 
until  subsequent  to  the  recent  inquest* 
The  coroner  upon  that  occasion,  when  it 
was  attempted  to  be  riiewn  that  the  de« 
ceased  had  lost  his  life  through  exposure 
to  the  air  in  walking  the  gaHenes,  endea- 
voured to  shut  out  aU  3ie  evidence  be 
could ;  obsenring,  that  it  was  the  system 
of  the  prison  which  was  in  fault,  and 
ought  to  be  looked  to.  Neither  of  the 
prisons  was  adapted  to  the  purposes  they 
were  intended  for ;  idleness  was  encouraged 
in  them,  and  consequently  vice  and  immo- 
rality. He  was  sorry  to  have  detained  the 
House  BO  long,  but  he  had  not  detailed 
half  the  facts  [«  No,  no'*].  He  boped 
hon.  members  would  not  have  to  experi- 
ence the  truth  of  this  assertion ;  but  there 
were  some  persons  pining  in  prison  who 
once  had  better  prospects  than  some  mem- 
bers in  that  House.  He  hoped  thers 
would  be  a  fellow  feeling.  He  had  heard 
of  instances — which  he  diould  not  mention 
through  fear  of  being  personal — of  indi- 
viduals obtainhig  a  seat  in  that  House  to 
secure  themselves  from  imprisonment. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  by  moving, 
'^  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  King's 
Bench,  Fleet,  Marhaslaea,  White-cross- 
street,  and  Horsemonger-lane  prisons,  fbr 
the  reception  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt  and  contempt  of  ooort,  into  the  ar- 
tangement,  rules,  and  regulations,  made 
for  the  bettor  management  of  the  same 
since  the  Report  of  the  Committees  of  this 
House  in  1814,  and  the  Report  of  tbe 
Commissioners  in  1818;  also,  to  considar 
of  the  operation  of  the  laws  authorising 
Imprisonment  for  Debt,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  thereon,  together  with  the  Minutes 
of  Evidence  taken  before  them,  to  the 
House." 

Mr.  Hohhause  seconded  the  motion.. 
He  said,  he  thought  it  was  too  large,  and 
might  be  advantageously  divided  into  two« 
The  inquiry  would  not  be  so  easy  as  the 
hon.  member  seemed  to  thiiric;  but  he 
boped  that  the  ether  sidt  woaM  set 
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the  propontioo  ooi  that  accovnt  lAadmisai- 

T^  Attomey^Oeneral  said,  it  was  not 
his  intentioiiy  at  that  late  hour,  to  follow 
tfae  hon*  member  for  Aberdeen  through 
the  long  speech  which  he  had  addressed 
lo  the  House.  Upon  the  subject  of  arrest 
and  imprisonment  for  civil  debt,  many 
eminent  men  had  written.  It  was  a  subject 
which  had  engaged  Dr.  Jdinson,  who  had 
made  it  the  theme  of  one  of  his  papen  ia 
the  RamUer.  The  opinions  th^  set 
forth  were  afl^wards  maintained  by  many 
eminent  persons.  About  thirty  years  ago, 
the  late  marauis  of  Hastings  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  leUefof  insolvent  debtors.  That 
bill  was  periodically  introduced;  but  at 
the  present  moment  a  regular  Insolvent 
act  was  passedy  which  was  considered  an 
improvement  on  that  measure.  He  would 
oot  travel  through  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  introduced  the  motion, 
bttt  there  was  one  point  upon  which  he 
must  o£fier  a  few  words ;  he  meant  as  to 
the  hardships  which  the  hon.  member 
seemed  to  conceive  the  debtor  was  under, 
on  being  arrested^  upon  the  allegation  of  a 
cceditor.  If  the  creditor  falsely  represented 
that  another  was  indebted  to  him,  could 
he  not  be  indicted  for  peijury?  As  to 
the  law  of  Arrest,  it  had  prevailed  in  Eng- 
land for  a  century  and  a  half.  The  indi* 
vidual,  in  the  first  instance,  was  not  posi- 
tively cast  into  prison,  but  was  merely 
connned,  to  compd  him  to  procure  bail  to 
have  the  trial  carried  on.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber,'he  apprehended,  did  not  object  to 
imprisooment  for  debt  after  trial,  but  only 
beforetrial. 

Mr.  Hume, — My  objection  is  to  impri- 
sonment at  all  for  debt,  whether  before  or 
after  trial 

The  Attomey^General, — ^That  was  an 
extraordinary  proposition  indeed.  No 
person  conversant  with  trade  would  listen 
to  a  pippoeition  that  imprisonment,  after 
process'  should  be  aboluhed.  With  re- 
spect to  the  sufferings  to  which  persons 
who  were  imprisoned  were  subject,  no  man 
endued  with  sentiments  of  humanity  but 
must  feel  for  the  deprivations  of  those 
thus  unfortn&alely  circumstanced.  Ad- 
verting again  to  the  Insolvent  Debtors' 
act,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that,  by 
that  act,  too  mach  relief  had  been  given 
to  persons  imprisoned  for  debt.  He  would 
go  the  length  of  the  hon.  member  in 
lamenting  that  sufficient  accommodation 
was  not  afforded,  lo  women  who  were  in- 


carcerated for  debt  m  the  particular  prisons 
to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded; 
but,  if  a  committee  were  to  be  formed, 
what  was  the  particular  question  to  be 
agitated  ?  Could  imprisonment  for  debt 
be  abolished  before  trial?  Ought  it  to 
be  abolished  after?  The  motion  before 
the  House  embraced  so  many  branches^ 
that  he  certainly  ^lould  oppose  it.  If  a 
committee  were  to  be  formed,  what  would 
be  the  particular  propositions  upon  which 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  decide?  Had 
the  hon.  member  made  out  any  case  of 
abuse  against  the  prisons  ?  It  was,  per- 
haps, not  generally  known  to  the  House, 
that  with  respect  to  the  King's-bench 
prison,  the  late  lord  Ellenborough  made  a 
regidation,  when  he  was  chief-justice  of 
the  Court  of  King's-bench,  that  the  mar- 
shal diould  reside  within  the  walls  of  the 
prison.  In  the  same  manner  did  lord 
Kenyon  act,  with  regard  to  the  superior 
officers  of  other  prisons  over  which  he  had 
control.  The  Insolvent  Debtors'  act,  he 
would  repeat,  had  been  made,  in  too  many 
instances,  an  engine,  of  fraud.  He  per- 
fectly concurred  in  the  observations  which 
had  Allien  from  the  hon.  member  for  West- 
minster, that  the  subject  embraced  much 
too  wide  a  field  for  the  exertions  of  a 
committee ;  and  he  conceived,  also,  that 
the  principle  of  arrest  for  civil  debt  could 
not  be  departed  from  with  safety  in  a 
commercial  country  like  this.  He  was 
ready  to  admit  that  if  any  means  could  be 
devised  for  alleviating  the  quantity  of 
human  suffering  endured  by  persons  con- 
fined in  prison,  it  ^ould  be  wofth  the 
while  of  tne  House  to  inquire  into  it ;  but 
this  was  very  different  from  the  proposition 
of  the  hon.  gentleman.  He  concluded  by 
saying,  that  he  thought  the  hon.  member 
had  not  brought  the  question  before  the 
House  in  a  tangible  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Calcraft  conceived  that  his  hon. 
friend,  the  member  for  Aberd^,  had 
made  out  a  case  for  inquiry  as  respected 
the  state  of  the  prisons.  Havmg  said  this, 
he  would  add,  that  he  did  not  believe,  in 
the  present  state  of  society,  and  in  the 
condition  of  the  country,  that  it  would  be 
prudent  or  proper  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt.  The  object,  too,  of  his  hon. 
friend  would  not  be  answered  if  the  com- 
mittee were  formed ;  for  the  subject  was 
so  very  extensive,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  embrace  all  the  branches.  The 
kw  of  arrest  had  been  much  softened  by 
the  Inadvent  Debtfra'  act.  That  act  had 
12 
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undergone  considerable  improvement  since 
its  first  introduction.  The  maruuis  of 
Hastings  had  been  named  as  havmg  in- 
troduced an  annual  Insolvent  Debtor's 
act,  but  how  much  better  was  it  to  have  a 
permanent  act,  than  one  introduced  annu- 
ally. He  hoped  that  his  hon.  friend  would 
not  press  that  part  of  the  motion  which 
embraced  an  inquiry  into  the  law  of  arrest. 
He  was  sure  that  if  an  inquiry  were  set  on 
foot  into  the  state  of  the  prisons,  without 
going  into  the  other  parts  of  the  subject 
which  the  motion  embraced,  much  good 
would  follow,  and  that  many  of  those 
horrible  evils  which  now  prevailed  would 
be  removed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  was  not  prepared, 
when  he  read  the  notice  of  the  motion,  to 
anticipate  that  so  many  subjects  would  be 
mixed  up  with  it.  The  hon.  member*s 
motion  extended  to  an  inquiry  into  a  most 
important  branch  of  the  judicature  of  this 
country ;  as  one  of  the  propositions  was, 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  imprisonment'  for  debt 
should  be  abolished.  To  this  proposition 
he  most  decidedly  objected.  But  what 
remedy  did  the  hon.  gentleman  propose  ? 
He  had  not  suggested  a  single  one  to  the 
House.  It  was  not,  surely,  his  intention 
to  hold  out  to  the  creditor,  that  he  should 
have  no  remedy  against  the  debtor  ?  The 
hon.  member  had  stated  the  evils  to  which 
a  person  was  subject  who  was  cast  into 
prison  for  debt;  and  he  was  perfectly 
willing  to  admit  that  such  evils  existed. 
But,  in  stating  such  an  opinion,  the  hon. 
member  had  left  out  of  his  consideration 
the  evils  to  which  the  creditor  was  subject. 
The  privations  of  the  debtor,  the  evils  to 
which  he  was  exposed,  would  operate  to 
deter  many  persons  from  running  into 
debt. — As  to  the  subject  of  the  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  prisons,  it  was  a  difficult 
thing  to  resist  it,  without  having  it  sup- 
posed, that  there  was  a  desire  to  screen  in- 
aividuak.  In  the  present  case  he  would 
readily  concur  in  that  part  of  the  motion 
which  sought  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
prisons,  but  not  into  that  part  which  went 
to  investigate  the  subject  of  imprisonment 
for  debt.  With  regard  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen,  re- 
specting the  want  of  a  medical  gentleman 
in  tlie  Fleet  prison,  he  begged  to  say,  that 
he  had  appointed  a  surgeon,  a  Mr.  Cooper, 
vith  a  salary  of  200/.  a  year,  to  attend 
both  the  Fleet  and  King^s-bench  prisons. 
This  gentleman  was  tonitteod  the  prisoners 
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on  both  sides  of  the  Fleet  prison.     He 
must,  however,  tell  the  hon.  member,  that 
he  believed  he'  was  mistaken  in  many  of 
the  facts  he  had  stated.     He  was  inclined 
to  think  the  hon<  member  had  obtained 
his  information    from  a  very  su8piciou» 
source ;  and  he  cautioned  him  not  to  rely 
on  all  that  was  communicated  to  him  from 
the  quarter  to  which  he  alluded.     He  had 
himself  received  many  letters  from  a  Mr^ 
Jennings  on  this  subject ;  and  the  inquirie9 
he  had  caused  to  be  made  in  consequence, 
convinced  him  that  the  statements  in  thosef 
letters  were  exceedingly  exaggerated.     On* 
one  occasion,  it  was  stated,  that  a  jury 
summoned  to  hold  an  inquest  in  the  Fleet 
prison,  had  been  previously  made  drunk. 
He  had  accordingly  referred  this  matter  to 
the  chief-justice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
who,  upon  inquiry,  found  that  there  wa9 
not  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  the  charge^ 
With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  Fleet 
prison,    he  believed  that  at  present  no 
effectual  attempt  could  be  made  to  remedy 
its  condition.     If  the  revenue  had  been  in 
a  more  flourishing  condition,  he  had  in-* 
tended  to  propose,  that  a  great  alteration 
should  have  been  made  in  this  prison. 
The  city  of  London  were  desirous  of  hav- 
ing the  site  on  which  the  prison  stood,  and 
had  offered  to  give  a  more  convenient  piece 
of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  building 
another  prison  on.     On  consultation  with 
his  right  hon.  friend,  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  he  had,  however,  found  that 
it  would  be  more  convenient  to  postpone 
the  measure  to  another  year ;  and  he  had, 
therefore,,  been  reluctantly  compelled  to 
do  so.    He  had  no  hesitation  in  admitting, 
that  the  system  of  the  KingVbench  prison 
was  extremely  defective ;  and  if  there  was 
a  vacancy  to-morrow  in  the  office  of  mar- 
shal, he  should  recommend  its  being  done 
away  with.    The  large  fees  amounting  to 
2,000/.  or  3,000/.  a-year  were  necessary 
in  the  present  state  of  the  prison  ;  owing 
to  the  heavy  responsibility  and  loss  which 
the  marshal  sometimes  sustained.    He  had 
been  in  constant  communication  on  these 
subjects  with  the  chief  justices  of  the 
King*s-bench  and  Common  Pleas,  who, 
notwithstanding  the    pressure  of  puUic 
business,  were  always  ready  to  give  what- 
ever assistance  they  could.    They  did  not 
refer  to  the  warden  or  marshal,  but  sent 
able  and  confidential  persons  who  made 
satisfactory  reports.     He  found  it  difficult 
to  refuse  tne  mquiry  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  moved  for;  and  if  he  wouM 
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be  content  to  take  a  committee,  the  object 
of  which  should  be  limited  by  that  of  the 
fonner  commission  and  committee,  he  was 
willing  to  accede  to  it;  trusting  to  the 
hon.  member  for  forming  his  committee, 
80  as  to  ensure  an  impartial  investigation 
into  the  subject. 

'  Sir  Robert  Wilson  instanced,  as  an  ex- 
ample of  the  mischief  of  the  system  of 
arrest  for  debt,  the  case  of  a  gentleman 
who  was  arrested,  and  in  consequence  of 
his  inability  to  procure  bail  for  10,000/. 
Buffered  a  long  imprisonment,  although  it 
was  afterwards  proved  that  his  arrest  was 
wholly  Unjust.  Surely  it  would  not  be 
impracticable  to  introduce  some  modifica- 
tions, which  would  approximate  the  system 
to  the  law  in  France  and  in  Holland; 
yrhere  there  was  no  arrest,  except  upon 
bonds  and  biQs  of  exchange,  until  after 
judgment.  He  would  recommend  his  hon. 
friend  to  accede  to  the  liberal  proposition 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department. 

Mr.  John  Smith  said,  that  when  he  was 
last  in  France,  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  that  the  prisons  of  that  coun- 
try were  filled  with  persons  confined  for 
debt.  The  gallant  general  was  also  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  arrests  were  not 
permitted  bv  the  law  of  France  in  the  first 
instance ;  u>r  in  acting  on  bills  of  ex- 
change, the  creditor  might  throw  his 
debtor  into  prison  before  the  subject  in 
dispute  came  to  be  tried.  If  the  hon. 
member  for  Montrose  went  to  a  division, 
he  would  support  it ;  because  he  believed 
the  state  of  the  prisons  ought  to  be  inquired 
into,  and  the  law  of  arrest,  particularly 
respecting  the  frauds  practised  by  means 
of  what  were  truly  called  sponging  houses. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  supported  the 
motion,  and  complained  of  the  shameful 
state  of  the  Fleet  prison,  which  required 
immediate  alteration.  The  unclaimed  fund 
in  the  court  of  Chancery  might,  he  thought, 
be  employed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Monch  reconmiended  his  hon. 
friend  to  leave  to  the  SecreUry  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  that  part  of  his 
proposition  which  related  to  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  the  gaols;  but  he  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  not  abandon  the 
other  very  important  branch  of  his  motion ; 
namely,  the  state  of  the  law  of  impri- 
sonment for  debt.  There  were  at  present 
AO  fewer  than  seven  hundred  persons  in 
prison  in  London,  for  debts  under  20/.  He 
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thought  it  would  be  desirable  to  abolish 
arrest  for  sums  below  20/. 

The  Solicitor-Oeneral  conceived,  that 
great  benefit  would  arise  from  the  renewal 
of  a  law  which  expired  some  short  time 
since,  prohibiting  arrest  for  any  sums  under 
15/.  The  direct  benefits  of  this  system 
would  be  great;  but  its  indirect  effects 
would  be  still  greater,  as  the  accumulation 
of  law  expenses,  which  were  equally  heavy 
upon  small  as  upon  large  sums,  would  be 
thereby  checked. 

Mr.  D,  W,  Harvey  suggested  to  his 
hon.  friend,  that,  owing  to  the  advanced 
period  of  the  night,  and  the  empty  state  of 
the  House,  it  would  be  prudent  to  with-* 
draw  his  motion  for  the  present,  as  that 
part  of  it  which  he  washed  to  press  was  of 
such  importance,  as  to  require  a  more 
deliberate  discussion  than  could  now  be 
given  to  it, 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that   owing    to    the 
departure  of  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  op« 
posite,  he  had  no  other  course  left  than 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the   presenU 
The  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
did  not  deny  that  the  state  of  the  prisons 
called  for  revision,  [and  as  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  volunteered  to  undertake  the 
subject,  he  was  quite  willing  to  leave  it 
in  his  hands.     But  he  must  deny  that  he 
wished  to  establish  a  system  which  would 
facilitate  fraud,  and  injure  public  credit. 
He  had  no  such  object,     nis  only  wish 
was,  to  obtain  information,  by  which  he  was 
confident  he  should  be  able  to  prove,  that 
imprisonment  for  debt  was  cruel  and  im- 
politic ;  that  it  tended  to  facilitate  fraud 
and  to  increase  the  number  of  debtors.    It 
was  not  fair  for  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite,  if  they  did  not  choose  to  perform 
certain  tasks  themselves,  to  throw  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  those  who  had  the  disposi- 
tion to  do  it,  even  if  they  were  not  endowed 
with  the  same  abilities.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  referred  to  the  chief  justices 
of  the  King's-bench  and  Common  Pleas. 
Now,  those  learned  individuals  had  been, 
for  the  space  of  ten  years,  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  commissioners  before  them, 
containing  twenty  specific  improvements  of 
the  law;    and  they  had  not  yet  taken  a 
single  step  towards  the  realization  of  one 
of  diose  suggestions.    He  left  the  measure 
in  the  hands  of  Uie  right  hon.  gentleman ; 
but  with  the  declamtion,  that  if  there 
should  be  nothing  done,  he  would  agaia 
trouble  the  House  upon  the  subject. 
The  motion  was  tnen  withdrawn. 
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Wednesday  f  April  4. 

Sprikg-Guns   Bill.]    Lord  Suffield 
rose  to  move  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Spring-guns  Bill. 
His  lordship  said,  that  in  proposing  the 
second  reading,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  him  to  detain  their  lordships  by  enter- 
ing into  any  arguments  on  the  principle  of 
the  bill.     He  only  wished  to  call  to  their 
lordships'  recollection  the  bill  which  he 
had  suomitted  to  them  on  this  subject  two 
years  ago.    The  present  bill  was  exactly 
like  the  bill  as  he  then  brought  it  in,  but 
not  like  the  bill  as  it  was  amended  by 
their  lordships,  and  sent  to  another  place. 
He  wished  to  state,  but  only  as  a  matter 
of  history,  that  his  motives  for  introducing 
that  bili,  prohibiting  the  setting  of  Spring- 
guns  in  woods  and  plantations,  was  to 
meet  and  remedy  a  practical  evil.  Several 
accidents  had  occurred  from  the  use  of 
spring-guns,  but  they  had  occurred  prin- 
cipally in  woods  and  plantations ;  and  he 
had  not  then  heard  that  any  such  acci- 
dents had  occuned  from  setting  Spring- 
guns  in  gardens.   Since  then  he  had  heard 
of  such   accidents;    and  no  longer  ago 
than  yesterday,  a  case  had  been  mentioned 
to  him,  in  which  a  gentleman  had  shot 
his  own  father.     He  would  not  mention 
any  names ;  as  the  sufferings  of  the  family 
had  been  sufficiently  great.    This  was,  in 
his  opinion,  a  reason  for  prohibiting  the 
setting  of  Spring-guns  in  gardens  as  well 
as  in  woods.     Such  instances  were  very 
lew,  and   the  great  mass  of  the  acci- 
dents arose  from  setting  Spring-guns  in 
woods.       He   was,  however,    bound,  by 
the   principle    on    which    he    had    op- 
posed setting  Spring*guns  in  woods ;  and 
he  Would  not  object  if  any  noble  lord 
should  propose  to  extend  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  prohibit  the  use  of  Spring- 
guns  in  any  place.    He  had  always  con- 
tended, and  by  this  principle,  he  would 
■tand,  that  it   was  not   legal   for  any 
man  to  do  that  per  alium  which  he  had  no 
light  to  do  per  S0.    Indeed,  he  had  never 
heard    any  valid  arguments    for  setting 
Spring^guns  in  any  place.    Nobody  had 
eont^Kied  that  it  was  just;    but  some 
persons  had  said  that  it  was  expedient  He 
knew  that  some  noble  lords  were  prepared 
to  contend,  that  the  bill  was  directed  par- 
ticularly against  the  sports  of  the  country 
gentlemen.   He  could  only  say,  that  it  was 
not  so  intended.  The  evil  existed  in  woods 
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and  plantations,  and  to  meet  that  evil  the 
bill  was  drawn  up.    Any  noble  lords  who 
proposed  to  extend  its  provisions  might  do 
so  in  the  ccxnmittee ;    to  which  he  would 
willingly  consent.   Some  noble  lords  might 
wish  to  make  the  prohibition  general,  with 
the  exception  of  walled  gardens.    Against 
such  an  exception  he  would   enter  his 
protest.    It  would  introduce  a  new  law  and 
a  new  punishment  into  the  code  of  Great 
Britain — ^the  punishment  of  Spring-guns, 
which  was  now  unknown  to  our  law.    A 
man  had  no  right  to  shoot  another  who 
trespassed  in  his  garden,  if  he  saw  him : 
and  he  could  have  no  such  right  to  shoot 
him  by  an  instrument,  when  he  did  not 
see  him.     It  was   a   sneaking,   assassin- 
like method  of  wreaking  his  vengeance, 
which  no  man  could  possibly  encourage. 
He  would  not  further  detain  their  lordships^ 
but  just  to  remark,  that  it  had  been  con- 
tended, in  favour  of  Spring-guns,  that  they 
were  in  reality  a  greater  good  than  evil, 
and  that  humanity  gained  more  than  it 
lost  by  setting  them.  This  he  must  deny. 
Putting  out  of  view  the  people  shot  by 
them — that  a  game-keeper,  within  four- 
teen days, had  been  shot  by  his  own  Spring- 
gun,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  within 
the  same  period  a  lad,  who  had  gone  into 
a  wood  to  drive  out  some  sheep,  had,  in 
another  county,  been  shot  in  tne  middle 
of  the  day — he  would  contend,  that  the 
use  of  Spring-guns  caused  a  mass  of  evil. 
These  were  cases  of  undeniable  mischief : 
but  he   was   also   of   opinion,  that  the 
conflicts  which  were  carried  on  between 
game-keepers  and  poachers  arose  from  the 
use  of  Spring-guns.      Before  the  use  of 
Spring-guns,'8uch  sanguinary  contests  were 
unknown.    They  were  new  features  of  the 
national  character,  and  had  been  ingrafted 
on  it  by  the  use  of  such  sanguinary  instru- 
ments.   Before  they  were  introduced,  there 
were  broken  heads,  such  as  were  got  at 
fairs,   but   there   was  no  bloodshed  and 
no  death.    The  keepers  went  armed  with 
sticks,  and  were  met  by  men  with  no  other 
weapons.    Shooting  men  by  Spring-guns, 
however,  had  now  taught  them  to  shoot 
each  other.     Looking  at  Spring-guns  a« 
the  <Migin  of  those  sangumary  conflicts 
which  it  was  said  they  prevented,  he  must 
contend,  that  the  mass  of  suffering  which 
they  occasioned  was  very  great.  Supposing^ 
also,  that  in  these  contests  a  poacher  was 
wounded,   the   punishment   fell    on  the 
euilty ;  but  when  Spring-guns  were  used, 
Uie  punishment  fell,  in  nine  cases  out  of 
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ten  (be  believsd  he  might  say  in  nioet^- 
nioe  cases  out  of  one  hundred),  on  the 
innocent.  Even  admitting,  therefore,  that 
the  mode  of  protecting  property  was  in  any 
case  jufltifiabSe,  which,  however,  he  did  not 
admit,  it  protected  property  by  punishing 
the  innocent,  and  allowmg  the  guilty  to 
escape.  Within  three  weeks  there  had 
been  two  instances  of  this,  in  the  game- 
keeper and  farmer's  boy,  to  whom  he  had 
alluded.  He  should  feel  disposed  to  assent 
to  extending  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
under  these  circumstances  he  hoped  no 
noble  lord  would  object  to  its  going  into  a 
committee. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  did  not  certamly 
mean  to  object  to  going  into  a  committee 
on  the  bill,  but  there  was  one  point  in  it 
to  which  he  wished  to  call  their  lordships' 
attention.  He  had  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  examining  the  bill  very  closely,  but 
he  observed  that  it  made  it  a  misdemeanour 
to  set  Spring-guns,  and  other  engines  of 
this  description,  in  particular  places ;  and 
he  did  entertain  a  doubt,  whether  from 
this  it  would  not  be  inferred,  that  it  was 
not  illegal  to  set  them  elsewhere. 

The  Earl  of  Malmeshurp  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  prohibiting  the  setting  of  Spring- 
guns  in  particular  places  would  have  the 
effect  01  legalizing  the  setting  them  in 
other  places.  If  the  bill  was  founded  on 
a  just  principle,  as  he  thought  it  was,  it 
ought  to  be  made  general.  Setting  Spring- 
guns  was  altogether  oljectionable ;  as  it 
was  not,  under  any  circumstances,  proper 
to  destroy  life  by  their  means.  The  pre- 
sent bill  was,  in  his  opinion,  imperfect  in 
principle,  and  odious  in  operation.  It 
was  directed  against  one  class  of  persons 
and  one  description  of  property.  By 
another  bill  before  their  lordships,  game 
was  to  be  made  |Koperty ;  and  why  was 
it  not  to  be  protected  as  well  as  other 
property?  By  what  possible  argument, 
also,  could  it  be  proved  that  woods  were 
not  to  be  protected?  It  was  not  more 
unjust  and  inhuman  to  shoot  persons  for 
breaking  and  stealing  trees,  than  to  shoot 
ihem  for  stealing  (^ins;  and  yet,  the 
bill  went  to  legalize  one,  and  make  the 
other  penal.  On  the  understanding,  that 
Iht  princi[rie  of  the  bill  would  be  extended 
in  tLs  committee,  he  would  not  oppose 
the  second  reading.  Two  years  ago,  a 
bill  had  been  passed  for  the  protection  of 
gardens ;  and  if  this  bill  were  also  to  pass, 
the  owners  of  gardens  would  have  the 
power  of  shooting  men,  added  to  their 


other  means  of  protection.  By  the  one 
bill,  a  person  might  first  be  shot,  and  by 
the  other  he  might  afterwards  be  sent  to 
prison.  He  would  not  oppose  the  second 
reading ;  but  it  would  be  with  the  special 
understanding,  that  the  principle  of  the 
bin  should  be  extended  to  every  species  of 
property.  Humanity  demanded  it  in  one 
case  as  well  as  in  another. 

Lord  Whamcliffe  was  also  of  opinion, 
that  the  bill  ought  to  be  extended.  It 
would  not  go  to  the  root  of  the  evil,  if  it 
allowed  Spring-guns  to  any  situation.  At 
the  same  time  he  believed,  if  the  game- 
laws  were  not  altered,  that  the  bill  would 
not  be  a  benefit  to  humanity.  The  noble 
lord  was  quite  mistaken  if  he  supposed 
that  no  conflicts  had  arisen  before  Spring- 
guns  were  employed.  He  had  had  one  of 
his  keepers  murdered  before  he  had  used 
Spring-guns.  He  had  afterwards  used 
them ;  and  never  since  using  them  had  he 
had  any  conflicts.  The  same  had  hap- 
pened to  other  persons.  He  thought  the 
bill  ought  not  to  be  entertained,  unless  it 
was  made  general.  If  it  was  to  be  con- 
fined to  woods  and  plantations,  he  should 
certainly  oppose  it. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  did  not  mean 
to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
but  he  wished,  before  their  lordships  pro- 
ceeded to  legislate,  that  they  should  know 
how  the  law  stood  at  present.  One  judge 
was  in  favour  of  the  legality  of  setting 
Spring  Guns ;  another  was  supposed  to 
Entertain  a  very  different  opinion.  Whe- 
ther setting  guns  was  at  present  justifiable, 
or  whether  the  person  setting  them,  and 
causing  death  by  them,  was  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter or  murder,  neither  any  un- 
learned nor  learned  person  could  give  them 
any  positive  information.  If  in  legislating 
on  this  subject,  they  declared  that  Spring- 
guns  should  not  be  set  in  some  particular 
places,  and  left  the  law  in  its  present  state 
of  uncertainty  as  to  odier  places,  their 
lordships  would  not  do  their  duty.  He 
wished  that  either  the  settin?  of  Spring- 
guns  should  be  declared  unlawful  at  all 
places,  or  the  exceptions  specified.  He, 
for  one,  was  quite  ready  to  prohibit  the  use 
of  Spring-guns  altogether.  Or,  if  they 
were  allowed  in  any  place,  he  would  con- 
fine the  use  of  them  to  places  within  walls, 
and  having  locked  gates,  but  not  where  oc- 
casional trespassers  came.  He  hoped  die 
question  would  be  so  disposed  of,  as  that 
no  person  would  be  liable  accidentally  to 
suffer  from  others  usmg  Spring-guns. 
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Lord  Suffield  explained,  that  he  had 
not  originated  this  bill.  It  came  from  ano- 
ther place,  and  he  had  no  power  to  alter 
it.  He  would  willingly  adopt  the  altera- 
tion sug;gested,  of  extending  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill ;  but  he  was  not  compe- 
tent to  alter  it  except  by  proposing  amend- 
ments in  the  committee. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
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Spring-Guns  Bill.]  Lord  Suffield 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into 
a  committee  on  the  Spring-guns  Bill. 
Their  lordships  immediately  resolved  them- 
selves into  a  committee.  The  noble  lord 
said,  that,  in  consequence  of  what  had 
passed  yesterday,  he  should  propose  to 
make  the  bill  general.  With  this  view  he 
should  move,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
words  "  woods  and  plantations"  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  bill.  He  should  also  pro- 
pose that  the  word  "  declare"  be  added, 
m  order  to  make  the  law  declaratory  as 
well  as  enacting.  —  These  amendments 
were  agreed  to. 

Lord  Ellenborough  objected  to  the  use 
of  the  word  "  engine"  as  too  general. 

Lord  Suffield,  in  justifying  the  use  of 
the  word,  said,  that  their  lordships  were 
not  aware  of  the  numberless  contrivances 
employed  to  protect  game.  It  was  cus- 
tomary with  poachers  to  drive  cattle  before 
them  into  the  woods,  or'  shove  long  poles 
before  them,  by  which  they  discharged 
the  Spring-^ns,  without  running  the 
risk  of  injunng  themselves.  They  then 
took  away  the  Spring-guns.  A  friend  of 
his,  a  very  ingenious  gentleman,  who  had 
been  served  in  this  manner,  contrived  to 
attach  a  shell  to  the  Spring  gun,  so  that 
those  who  took  up  the  Spring-gun,  after 
it  had  been  discharged,  without  knowing 
the  nature  of  the  contrivance,  discharged 
the  shell,  and  were  blown  to  atoms.  He 
had  also  contrived  a  shell  to  be  attached 
to  the  bough  of  a  tree ;  which  went  off 
under  certain  circumstances,  and  injured 
those  who  were  near  it.  Their  lordships 
were  aware  that  it  was  customary  in  some 
places,  to  fix  a  wooden  pheasant  to  the 
bough  of  a  tree,  with  a  view  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  poachers.  They  fired 
at  it  frequently ;  which  gave  the  keepers 
time  to  come  up.    This  gentleman,  how- 


ever, attached  a  shell  to  such  pheasant, 
and  when  it  vnts  struck  by  shot  it  fell  from 
the  bough,  and  in  its  fall,  by  its  own 
weight,  it  pulled  a  trigger  and  discharged 
the  shell.  Such  engines  were  very  dan- 
gerous. They  might  be  blown  down  and 
be  discharged  by  a  high  wind :  they  might 
injure  ladies  and  gendemen  riding  through 
woods :  and  it  was  to  prevent  the  setting 
of  such  diabolical  engines  of  mischief  aa 
these,  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  word  engine  in  the  clause.  He 
could  mention  other  contrivances ;  but  he 
thought  these  were  enough  to  make  their 
lordships  see  the  propriety  of  retaining 
the  word.  If  some  generd  word  of  this 
description  were  not  used,  new  instruments 
might  be  invented,  which  would  escape 
the  penalties  sought  to  be  imposed  by  the 
bill.  The  objection  was  accordingly  not 
urged. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  lord  Ellenbo- 
rough, that  the  words  ''  calculated  td 
destroy  life  and  inflict  grievous  bodily 
harm,"  should  be  left  out ;  with  a  view 
of  making  the  mere  setting  of  Spring- 
guns  with  an  intention  of  inflicting  injury 
on  trespassers,  a  misdemeanour. 

Lord  Suffield  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment, as  going  to  destroy  the  biU. 

Lord  Holland  thought  it  would  be  ex-^ 
cessively  difficult  to  convict  any  person,  if 
the  crime  was  made  to  consist  in  the  in- 
tention. If  the  words  were  left  out,  the 
object  proposed  by  the  bill  would  be  lost. 
He  was  prepared  cordially  to  support  the 
bill,  understanding  that  it  was  intended  to 
visit  with  legislative  condemnation  the 
practice  of  placing  such  diabolical  engines 
in  any  man's  grounds. 

Their  lordships  divided :  for  the  original 
clause  21,  against  it  13. 

The  Marquis  of  Lctnsdown  expressed 
his  hope  that  in  the  progress  of  the 
measure,  the  noble  loid  would  intro- 
duce a  clause  to  exempt  from  its  operation 
Spring-guns  set  in  dwelling-houses ;  and 
that  on  a  principle  similar  to  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill.  The  generd  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  was,  that  no  man  was 
justified  in  doing  that  by  a  machine  or 
engine,  which  he  would  not  be  justified 
in  doing  personally;  but  any  man  was 
justified  in  personally  shooting  a  house- 
breaker; therefore  he  would  be  justified 
in  devising  the  means  of  shooting  him  by 
a  Spring-gun. 

llie  House  adjourned. 
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that  no  opposition  was  to  be  made  to  his 
motion,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
enter  at  any  length  upon  the  subject  at 
present;  but  he  might  observe,  that  the 
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£m  10 RATION  Committee.]  Mr.Baring 


presented  the  report  of  the  committee  ap-  |  measure  which  he  had  in  view  would  rest 


pointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  emi- 
gration. This  duty,  he  observed,  had 
devolved  upon  him,  in  consequence  of  the 
indisposition  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  strongly  recommended  the 
report  to  the  attention  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  dispose  of  this 
important  subject  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  present  was  not  a  €nal  but  a  special 
report,  and  the  measure  which  was  pro- 
posed in  it,  he  thought  it  right  to  state, 
was  recommended  unanimously  by  the 
committee.  It  was  proper  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  quickly  decided,  either  one 


very  much  upon  the  same  foundation  as 
that  of  the  resolutions  or  bill  proposed  bv 
a  right  hon.  gentleman,  but  with  some  diN 
ference.  One  objection  to  the  law,  as  it 
stood,  was,  that  the  voters  were  confined 
to  one  place  of  polling,  except  where  dif-r 
ferent  booths  were  established  by  compact 
among  the  candidates.  It  was  well  known 
to  those  who  had  been  candidates  at  elec- 
tions, that  there  was  often  a  great  rush 
to  the  place  of  polling  where  there  was 
only  one,  in  order  to  place  a  favourite 
candidate  high  upon  the  poll  as  soon  a4 
possible,  and  that  such  struggles  were 
often  made  at  the  risk  of  life;   and  he 


way  or  other;  as  there  were,  at  this  l  himself  would  mention  an  instance  during 
moment,  a  number  of  poor  individuals  the  last  election  for  Coventry,  where  six 
kept  in  suspense  in  consequence  of  their  I  hundred  and  fifty  had    polled  for  one 


uncertainty  as  to  the  intentions  of  govern- 
ment. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 


candidate,  while  only  thirty  had  polled 
for  another — the  difference  arising  solely 
from  acts  of  outrage  perpetrated  by  th^ 


he  was  not  unaware  of  the  tenor  of  this  I  supporters  of  one  side.    His  object  was 
report    The  hon.  gentleman  had  yester-   to  afford  greater  facility  to  the  polling. 


day  communicated  to  him,  that  it  would 
.be  presented  in  the  course  of  the  present 
eveninjg,  and  that  certain  propositions  had 


and  to  put  a  stop  to  bribery  and  treating. 
For  this  purpose,  some  alteration  ought  to 
be  made  in  the  mode  of  polling,  by  ap- 


been  founded  on  the  evidence  taken  be-  |  pointing  a  separate  booth  for  every  distinct 


fore  the  committee.  He  could  assure  the 
hon.  gentleman,  that  he  had  lost  no  time 
in  endeavouring  to  make  himself  master 
of  the  facts  detailed  in  the  evidence.  That 
evidence  he  had  received  last  night,  and 
he  had  read  himself  almost  blind,  without 
being  able  to  get  through  it.  Whatever 
might  be  the  opinion  which  he  had  formed 
upon  the  subject,  he  thought  the  hon. 
gentleman  could  not  exoect  him  to  state 
that  opinion,  until  the  House  should  be 
put  in  possession  of  the  same  opportunity 
which  had  been  afforded  to  him,  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
evidence. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mode  op  takiko  the  Poll  at 
Electiohs.]  Colonel  Davies  rose  to 
make  his  promised  motion,  for  a  select 
committee,  "  to  inquire  into  Uie  Mode  of 
taking  the  Poll  at  Elections  for  Cities  and 
Boroughs.''  His  object,  he  sUted,  was  to 
do  away,  as  far  as  possible,  the  system  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  of  outrage  and 
lawless  violence,   which  frequently  pre- 


parish,  or  more  than  one  booth  for  a 
parish  where  it  happened  to  be  very  popu- 
lous. It  might  be  proper  to  consider, 
whether  the  polling  for  cities  and  boroughs 
might  not  be  closed  in  six  days,  and  whe- 
ther it  should  not  be  closed  unless  a  certain 
number  to  be  specified  polled  in  a  day. 
He  felt  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  further 
suggestions  at  that  time,  and  concluded 
by  putting  his  motion  as  above. 

Mr.  G.  Robinson  seconded  the  motion. 
He  thought  that  if  the  House  could  lessen 
the  expense  attending  these  elections,  it 
would  be  conferring  a  great  benefit  on  the 
country.  For  the  purpose  of  effecting 
that  object,  he  wished  the  electors  who 
resided  at  a  distance  from  the  city  or 
borough  contested,  to  give  their  votes  at 
the  places  where  they  lived.  He  saw  no 
other  mode  except  this,  by  which  the  im- 
mense expense  attending  those  elections 
could  be  avoided.  As  to  shortening  the 
time  for  keeping  open  the  poll,  he  did  not 
approve  of  it.  If  the  poll  were  to  close, 
because,  on  any  given  day,  a  certain 
.        ^  I  number  of  electors  did  not  vote,  it  might 

▼ailed  at  such  elections.    Understanding  ;  prevent  many  individuals  from  expressing 
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their  opinion  as  to  the  member,  who,  ac- 
cording to  their  view,  was  most  worthy  to 
represent  them. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee af^ointed. 

Irish  Misckllakeous  Estimates — 
Motion  Foa  a  Select  Committee.] 
Sir  J^  Nevfpart,  in  rising  to  propose,  that 
the  Irish  J^mates  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  observed,  that  if  his  motion 
were  at  all  likely  to  mterfere  with  the 
bounty  of  parliament,  he  would  be  the 
last  man  to  bring  forward  the  proposition 
which  he  was  about  to  submit  to  the 
House.  Ireland  had,  from  time  to  time, 
receiyed  many  benefits  from  the  grants 
that  were  made  in  parliament ;  but  while 
he  admitted  this,  he  was  sensible,  that  the 
manner  in  which  those  grants  were  giyen, 
and  the  little  opportunity  allowed  for  en- 
tering into  the  details,  deserved  notice  and 
correction.  Care  ought  to  be  taken,  that 
what  the  legislature  bestowed  should  be 
directly  appropriated  to  the  object  for 
which  it  was  intended.  Those  grants 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  undergo  that  ex- 
amination in  a  committee  al^ve  stairs, 
which  it  was  quite  impossible,  from  the 
way  in  which  they  were  introduced,  they 
could  receive  in  that  House.  The  first 
article  he  found  entered  on  the  estimates 
was  the  charter  schools.  Some  years 
since  the  report  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  state  and 
condition  of  these  institutions,  developed 
abuses  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  call  down 
the  reprobation  of  the  House;  and  he 
then  supposed,  that  it  was  the  determina- 
tion of  parliament  to  bring  those  institu- 
tions as  speedily  as  possible  within  a  cer- 
tain prescribed  limit.  It  was  then  pro- 
posed, that  the  children  in  those  institu- 
tions should  be  apprenticed,  and  got  rid 
of.  This  had  not  been  done ;  though,  he 
believed,  they  were  infinitely  beyond  the 
age  at  which  they  ought  to  have  remained 
in  these  schools.  This  was  an  important 
object  for  inquiry.  And  how^  m  that 
House,  could  a  proper  inquiry  take  place  ? 
It  was  quite  impossible ;  for,  if  he  got  up 
and  stated  any  particular  circimistance  re- 
lative to  any  given  school,  it  was  met  on 
the  other  side,  by  a  positive  denisJ,  and 
no  opportunity  was  given  for  ascertaining 
the  real  truth  of  the  matter.  This  could 
alone  be  arrived  at  in  a  committee.  The 
sum  whi^  was  proposed  for  the  Linen 
Board  was  10,000/.  less  than  was  voted 


last  year;  but  nevertheless  the  House  was 
bound  to  inquire  upon  what  principle  the 
reduction  had  been  made.  In  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Kildare  Society  for  education, 
a  reduction  of  5,000/.  had  been  effected 
last  year.  The  estimate  thus  reduced, 
namely  25,000/.,  was  again  proposed  this 
year.  It  was  stated,  in  a  report  which 
had  been  issued  by  that  society,  that 
finding  they  could  not  maintain  their  es- 
tablishment on  its  former  footing  With  the 
reduced  estimate,  they  represented  tlieir 
case  to  the  Irish  government,  who,  afker 
some  investigation,  gave  them  5,000/!.  out 
of  the  treasury.  He  thought  that  the 
government  in  this  proceeding  had  ex- 
ceeded its  powers ;  for  he  doubted  much 
whether  that  transaction  came  within  the 
purview  of  parliament.  The  right  hon. 
baronet,  after  complaining  that  the  com- 
missioners for  inquirbg  into  the  state  of 
education  were  too  tardy  in  reportiug  the 
result  of  their  labours,  moved  ''Tliat  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  Estimates  presented  to  the 
House,  for  the  Miscellaneous  Services  of 
Ireland,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  sums 
intended  to  be  voted  for  the  purposes  of 
Charity  and  Education;  and  to  report 
their  observations  and  opinion  thereon  to 
the  House,  as  well  as  respecting  the  na- 
ture and  utility  of  the  establishments  for 
which  the  same  are  recommended  to  be 
granted." 

Mr.  Curteis  seconded  the  motion.  He 
considered  it  hard  that  the  people  of  this 
country  should  be  taxed  to  support  es- 
tablishments in  Ireland,  unless  they  were 
clearly  shown  to  be  useful.  He  saw  that 
in  the  Cork  est^bUshment  for  education 
there  were  professors  of  botany  and  mine- 
ralogy. Now,  what  on  earth,  had  the  poor 
people  of  Cork  to  do  with  botany  and 
mineralogy. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  of  importance  to  bring 
all  these  votes  within  the  narrowest  pos- 
sible compass.  He  and  his  right  hon. 
friend,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  had 
acted  upon  that  principle,  and  the  result 
was  a  reduction  in  the  estimates  for  this 
year,  as  compared  with  those  for  the  last, 
of  upwards  of  50,000/.  lliis  at  least 
looked  as  if  there  existed  a  hand  fide  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  government  of  en- 
forcing economy.  The  House  would, 
perhaps,  bear  with  him  whilst  he  very 
shortly  adverted  to  some  of  the  points 
which  had  been  touched  upon  by  the  right 


tA5 


Jtatknfor  a  SeUct  ComwHtfee. 


ApHihS^  1897. 


946 


lioo.  baronet  Willi  xevpect  to  the  char- 
ter schools,  he  could  take  upon  himsdf  to 
say  it  had  been  resoWed  to  let  them  ex- 
pire of  themselves.  No  new  scholars 
would  in  future  be  admitted,  and  those 
already  in  the  schools  would  be  appren- 
ticed to  different  trades  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. By  these  means  the  number  of 
those  sdiools  would  soon  be  gradually  re- 
duced, and  only  so  many  would  be  allowed 
to  continue  in  existence  as  could  be  main- 
tained by  their  own  exchtsive  funds; 
which  amounted  to  about  7,000/.  per 
annum.  The  various  other  societies  which 
bad  been  alluded  to  were  already  under  a 
course  of  examination  by  commissioners 
appointed  for  the  purpose ;  and  bethought 
it  would  be  inexpedient  and  unnecessary 
to  subject  them  to  a  second  inquiry,  until 
the  report  of  those  commissioners  was  be- 
fore the  House.  As  to  the  linen  Board, 
he  could  assure  the  House  that  it  was  the 
last  time  of  its  appearing  on  that  stage. 
The  abolition  of  that  establishment  was 
resolved  on.  Ministers  had  the  strongest 
disposition  to  curtail  unnecessary  expenses 
with  respect  to  these  estimates,  and  no- 
body could  long  more  than  he  did  for  the 
adoption  of  some  general  plan  regarding 
them ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  right  hon.  iMironet  had 
made  out  no  case  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  was  not  disposed  to 
give  ministers  credit  for  the  economy  which 
was  professed  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  suspected  that  the  estimates  were 
wholly  fraudulent.  The  system  was  one 
of  gross  abuse.  The  charter  schools  of 
Ireland  had  already  cost  1,600,000/;,  of 
which  one  million  had  come  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people  of  England.  The 
expense,  too,  of  the  commissioners  of  in- 
quiry was  enormous.  Up  to  the  present 
moment,  it  amounted  to  between  700,000/. 
and  800,000/.  He  wished  to  know  if 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  referring 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  under  a  pledge  that 
the  members  forming  that  committee 
would  confine  themselves  strictly  to  the 
objects  contained  in  the  report.  The 
House  were  not  prepared,  probably,  to 
hear  of  two  very  orthodox  commissioners 
having  advised,  in  a  separate  report,  that 
there  should  be  no  further  grants  of  money 
made  to  the  Belfast  Institution  for  the 
present,  because  there  were  some  mathe- 
matical professors  employed  in  teacbmg 


there  who  were  professed  Arians.  Nay, 
more — ^these  grave  theological  commis- 
sioners had  undertaken  to  settle  a  disputed 
point  in  divinity  by  an  entirely  new  deci- 
sion. They  objected  to  the  Arian  pro- 
fessors, because  Arianism  was  hostile  to, 
and  wholly  subversive  of,  the  principles  of 
Christianity,  seeing  that  they  denied  the 
divinity  of  Christ  From  whence  did 
they  derive  this  hitherto  unknown  defini« 
tion  of  Arianbm  ?  Surely  they  ought  to 
have  known  that  some  of  the  greatest 
lights  of  philosophy,  some  of  the  greatest 
ornaments  of  the  Christian  world,  professed 
Arianism.  These  were,  indeed,  questions 
unfit  for  the  deliberation  of  the  House. 
He  did  not  introduce  them.  That  merit 
was  due  to  the  two  zealous  and  hon. 
members  who  had  taken  the  pains  to  re- 
port separately  upon  this  subject,  and  who 
seemed  to  be  not  altogether  unwilling  to 
conduct  the  House  back  to  the  spirit  of 
those  times,  when  the  lower  Greek  empire 
was  distracted  about  the  right  construc- 
tion of  a  diphthong. 

Mr.  Gmtlburn  denied  that  he  had  ever 
called  for  any  vote  in  support  of  the 
Lmen  Board,  as  a  permanent  measure. 
The  grants  for  the  present  year  were 
100,000/.  less  than  they  were  in  the  year 
1817,  and  many  hundred  pounds  less 
than  in  any  year,  with  a  single  exception, 
since  the  year  1807. 

Mr.  Leslie  Fgster  was  surprised  that 
the  hon.  member  for  Limerick  should 
have  taken  this  opportunity  of  making  an 
attack  upon  the  last  report  of  the  com- 
missioners, instead  of  reserving  his  obser- 
vations until  the  period  at  which  the 
whole  reports  would  be  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  He  objected 
to  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
because,  under  the  character  of  a  financial 
inquiry,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  pre- 
maturely bringing  the  subject  of  Irish 
education  before  a  committee  above  stairs, 
when  the  commissioners  had  not  yet  con- 
cluded their  labours.  He  objected  to 
introducing  theological  subjects  in  that 
House ;  but  the  alluaions  which  had  been 
made  to  the  part  he  had  taken,  as  one  of 
the  commissioners,  rendered  it  necessary 
for  him  to  make  one  or  two  observations. 
The  Belfast  Institution  was  not,  at  present, 
upon  the  list  of  those  institutions  which 
received  any  thing  from  the  public ;  but 
he  could  assure  the  hon.  member  opposite, 
that  there  was  not  one  of  the  commission- 
ers more  anxious  than   himself  to    see 


347      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

parliamentaiy  assistance  extended  to  it. 
This  institution  was  devoted  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  of  persons  belonging  to 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  Ireland.  Now,  it 
so  happened,  that  out  of  five  professors  at 
this  institution,  three  professed  opinions 
considered  objectionable  by  the  orthodox 
members  of  the  church  to  which  they 
belonged;  for  he  believed  that  Presby- 
terians generally — and  he  was  sure  that  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Scotland,  in  par- 
ticular— shrunk  with  abhorrence  from  the 
doctrine  which  denied  the  divinity  of  Christ. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  and  another 
of  the  commissioners,  had  felt  it  their  duty 
to  recommend  the  government  not  to 
grant  any  portion  of  the  public  money  to 
diis  institution,  unless  security  should  be 
given,  that  in  the  future  appointment  of 
the  professors  of  this  institution,  no  per- 
sons holding;  these  objectionable  opinions 
should  be  mtroduced  into  the  establish- 
ment 

Mr.  /.  Grattan  maintained  the  ex- 
pediency of  submitting  the  grants  to  a 
committee  above  stairs.  The  Presbyterian 
system  displayed  so  many  advantages  in 
•Scotland,  that  he  was  happy  to  see  it 
extended  to  any  other  country,  and  more 
than  any  other  to  Ireland,  where  he  hoped 
to  see  it  flourish  and  receive  the  counte- 
nance and  assistance  of  that  House. 
There  were  many  items  in  the  accounts, 
which  deserved  quite  as  much  censure  as 
any  which  the  right  hon.  baronet  had 
mentioned,  and  he  trusted  he  would  see 
•the  propriety  of  making  no  distinctions 
among  them,  but  at  once  determine  to 
move,  that  the  whole  be  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  was  anxious  to  see 
the  Irish  estimates  reduced  as  far  as  was 
practicable,  and  would  co-operate  in  any 
measure  with  that^  view,  which  could  be 
usefully  and  successfully  adopted.  He 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
few  of  the  items  of  these  estimates,  and 
ask  if  it  was  prepared  to  vote  large  sums 
of  money  to  be  appropriated  in  the  manner . 
proposea.  The  first  item  to  which  he 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House, 
was  a  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three 
children.  It  was  but  four  years  ago,  that 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
admitted  that  the  grant  ought  to  be  re- 
duced as  speedily  as  possible.  Now,  let  the 
House  observe  what  were  the  ages  of  these 
**  children,"  as  they  were  called.    Of  the 
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list  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty  three,  there  were  no  fewer  than 
six  hundred  and  nine  above  the  age  of 
thirteen  years ;  two  hundred  and  twenty 
nine  were  from  thirteen  to  fifteen;  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  were  from  seven-* 
teen  to  nineteen,  and  a  great  proportion 
between  nineteen  and  twenty-one.  So 
that,  in  fact,  there  were  six  hundred  and 
nine  persons  of  an  age  fit  to  be  apprenticed, 
and  a  large  grant  was  to  be  appropriated^ 
not  for  the  education  of  children,  but  of 
grown  persons.  There  was  another  grant 
to  which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  Uie 
House.  This  was  the  Foundling  Hospital 
for  which  34,000/.  was  proposed.  But 
four  or  five  years  i^,  the  Secretary  for 
the-  Home  Department  declared  that  this 
grant  was  against  principle,  and  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  said,  that  no  more 
children  should  be  received;  yet  since 
those  declarations  and  promises,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  and  one  thousand  fi\%  hunared 
from  one  to  five  years  of  age,  had  been 
admitted,  contrary,  as  had  been  avowed^ 
to  principle.  Then  there  was  the  expense 
of  proclamations.  For  this  object,  a  sum 
of  5,800/.  was  demanded,  while  it  could 
be  shown,  that  two-thirds  of  the  sums 
thus  expended  went  for  the  support  of 
certain  newspapers  in  Ireland,  instead  of 
for  any  purpose  of  the  state.  In  printing, 
also,  great  expense  was  incurred  by  the 
system  of  monopoly  which  was  allowed. 
One  individual,  sir  A.  B.  King,  enjoying 
all  the  emoluments  arising  from  this  em- 
ployment, instead  of  the  work  being  done 
by  tenders,  in  which  way  it  could  be  exe- 
cuted for  half  the  amount,  34,000/.  was 
the  charge  for  printing  the  Statutes  in 
Ireland,  which  sum,  or  a  great  portion  of 
it,  might  be  saved  by  sending  over  copies 
from  this  country,  instead  of  having  new 
and  distinct  editions  printed  there,  at  an 
enormous  and  useless  expense.  If  such 
items  of  expenditure  as  he  had  read  were 
once  sent  to  a  committee  above  staurs,  he 
was  certain  that  the  estimate  might  be 
reduced  many  thousand  pounds.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  right  hon. 
baronet  would  not  withdraw  his  motion, 
or  make  any  exceptions  with  regard  to 
any  particiilar  items. 

Mr.  Frankland  Lewis  objected  to  any 
vote  that  would  pledge  the  House  to  in- 
quiries which  it  could  not  satisfactorily 
make,  until  it  was  in  possession  of  those 
documents  upon  which  the  estimate  was 
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founded,  and  upon  which  the  members, 
composing  the  commission,  had  felt  them- 
selves bound  to  recommend  the  continu- 
ance of  some  of  the  grants.  He  conceived 
that  the  inquiry  proposed  was  calculated 
to  distress  the  feelings  of  those  individuals 
who  composed  the  commission^  and  who 
were,  he  thought,  entitled  to  so  much 
courtesy  and  kindness,  as  to  be  aUowed 
time  to  lay  before  the  House  the  reasons 
and  the  facts,  upon  which  they  grounded 
their  recommendation  to  support,  the  in- 
stitutions for  the  diffusion  of  education  in 
Ireland.  If  thev  waited  but  three  months, 
in  which  time  he  was  convinced  the  re- 
port would  be  ready  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  they  would  see  the  rea- 
sons which  had  influenced  the  commission 
in  the  course  they  recommended ;  and  he 
really  did  not  see  how  the  House  could 
come  to  any  just  conclusion  upon  the  esti- 
mates, or  act  fairly  towards  the  commisr 
Bioners,  unless  they  waited  to  learn  the 
ffroundis  and  the  evidence  upon  which  they 
rormed  their  opinion.  It  was  impossible 
for  the  House  to  understand  such  a  vote  as 
that  for  the  Foundling  Hospital,  for  in- 
stance, without  being  in  possession  of  the 
documents  connected  with,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  society  in  Ireland.  There  were 
two  things  to  be  regarded  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  aid  to  Ireland — the  necessity  of 
the  case,  and  the  economy  to  be  observed 
in  the  applications  to  that  necessity ;  and 
he  could  assure  them,  that  the  commission, 
of  which  he  formed  a  part,  had  considered 
economy  to  be  indispensable  in  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  expenditure.  To  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  their  recommendations, 
be  repeated,  was  impossible,  unless  the 
House  had  before  it  the  evidence  on  which 
the  recommendations  were  founded.  It 
was,  indeed,  impossible  to  decide  upon  the 
propriety  of  some  of  the  items,  unless  by 
an  inquiry  in  Ireland  itself.  The  great 
point  to  be  maintained  was,  to  give  aid  to 
education  in  Ireland  in  the  most  effective 
manner,  and  with  the  least  possible  ex- 
pense ;  and  he  was  happy  to  say,  that  the 
commissioners  had  already  signed  three 
reports,  unanimouslv.  Two  of  the  com- 
missioners differed  from  the  others  upon 
another  report ;  and  he  would  say  again, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Hiouse  to 
understand  the  subject  before  them,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  difference  between  the  com- 
missioners, until  they  were  in  possession 
of  the  facts  upon  which  they  formed  their 


opinions.  He  was  happy  to  say,  however^ 
that  they  had  put  themselves  in  possession 
of  the  means  of  adopting  practical  reme- 
dies for  many  of  the  evils  which  had  been 
most  justly  made  the  subject  of  complaint; 
they  had  overcome  many,  if  not  all,  of  the 
difficulties  which  impeded  inquiries  such 
as  theirs,  in  any  country,  but  more  parti* 
cularly  in  Ireland ;  and  he  implored  the 
House  not  to  Mke  the  work  out  of  their 
hands,  when  i^as  nearly  completed,  or 
to  pronounce  upon  what  they  had  done 
already,  a  hasty  and  ill-founded  decision* 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  same  thing  pro- 
posed for  charter  schools  was  too  much« 
Who  was  to  be  the  judge  of  that  at  pre- 
sent ?  Who  could  tell  whether  the  course 
they  proposed  was  right  or  wrong,  until 
they  saw  from  the  report  what  was  the 
state  of  those  schools  ?  It  was  not  at  that 
moment  in  his  power  to  state  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  commission  in  their 
recommendations.  He,  as  well  as  the 
other  members,  could  not  divulge  the  evi- 
dence until  it  was  embodied  in  the  report, 
which  must  be  laid  at  once  before  the 
Throne ;  and  he  contended,  that  no  time 
could  be  so  little  fitted  for  any  inquiry,  as 
that  time  which  immediately  preceded  the 
period  when  the  report  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Throne,  and  communicated  to  the 
House. — ^The  hon.  member  then  referred 
to  the  difference  between  himself  and  the 
two  commissioners,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Belfast  Academical  Institution,  de- 
claring, that  however  the  matter  might 
terminate,  or  however  it  might  be  decided, 
no  result  could  compensate  him  for  the 
pain  he  had  endured  from  that  difference 
of  opinion.  Three  of  the  c<Mnmissioners 
had  declared  themselves  in  favour  of  the 
grant  to  that  institution.  Two  had  de- 
clared against  it ;  and  how,  he  would  ask 
again,  could  the  House  determine  who 
was  right  or  who  was  wrong,  without  a 
reference  to  the  appendix  of  the  report, 
where  they  would  see,  by  the  comments 
on  the  facts,  the  reasons  which  influenced 
the  decision  in  one  way  and  the  other  ? 
When  the  House  saw  the  report  and  the 
appendix  to  which  he  alluded,  containing 
thfe  opinions  of  those  persons  in  Belfast 
who  were  best  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
they  would  see  on  what  grounds  the  com- 
missioners formed  their  opinions,  and  be 
able  to  decide  what  to  do  with  the  Belfast 
Institution.  He  would  not  now  go  into 
any  defence  of  the  course  he  had  adopted 
on  that  occasion.    That  was  not  the  time 
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to  justify  his  condoct;  but  whenever  the 
matter  came  regularly  before  the  House, 
he  would  be  prepared  to  defend  and  to 
explain  the  vote  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  give,  with  respect  to  the  institution  in 
question.  The  non.  member  concluded, 
by  imploring  the  House  to  wait  until  it 
was  in  possession  of  the  means  of  informa- 
tion, before  it  determined  to  inquire. 

Mr.  Br&wiUow  said,  l^yished  to  make 
one  or  two  observations  mpecting  the  in- 
stitution in  the  north  of  Ireland,  of  which 
so  much  had  been  said,  in  order  to  enable 
the  House  to  judge  how  far  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Louth  (Mr.  L.  Foster)  was  or  was 
not  right  in  the  decision  he  had  pro- 
nouBC^.  There  were  in  the  Belfast  In- 
stitution several  professors,  and  he  would 
take  the  liberty  to  read  a  list  of  them. 
There  was  a  professor  of  natural  philoso- 
phy ;  a  professor  of  moral  philosophy,  and 
professors  of  mathematics;  of  logic  and 
belle  lettres ;  of  anatomy  and  physiology ; 
of  Greek  and  Latin ;  of  H^^w ;  and 
two  professors  of  divinity.  Mr.  Cooke 
and  Mr.  Halkr  both  declared,  that  they 
never  knew  the  professorships  of  the  insti- 
tution more  ably  filled  than  at  present, 
nor  its  members  so  little  tainted  with  evan- 
gelical principles.  The  latter  gentleman 
said,  that  of  twenty-eight  young  men  in 
one  class,  there  was  only  one  who  profes- 
sed the  doctrines  of  Arian.  The  hon. 
member,  after  some  allusions  to  the  sepa* 
ration  of  the  Presbytery  of  Antrim  from 
the  general  Synod  of  Ulster,  declared  it  to 
be  his  conviction,  and  he  spoke  from  inti- 
mate knowledge,  that  there  never  was  any 
institution  better  suited  to  the  wants  and 
wishes  of  the  people  than  that  school  to 
which  he  alluded.  The  people  of  the 
north  of  Ireland  were  divided  into  a  great 
many  religious  sects,  and  no  place  of  edu- 
cation was  better  fitted  to  gratify  all  their 
desires ;  for  it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  great  object  to  be  attained  in  the  choice 
of  professors  for  such  an  establishment, 
was  not  in  accordance  with  religious  opi- 
nion, but  pure  and  strictly  moral  rectitude 
of  conduct.  He  felt  himself  bound  to 
support  the  motion,  not  only  because  it 
went  to  inquire  into  the  lavish  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  but  because  it  pro- 
posed to  inquire  into  the  improper  expen- 
diture of  that  money  in  Irehind — ^the  land 
of  every  kind  of  abuse,  corruption,  extra- 
vagance, and  malversation.  He  hoped  the 
ri^t  hou.  baronet  woidd  not  be  induced  to 
refrain  from  pressing  for  an  inqiury. 
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Sir  /.  Newport  briefly  replied,  and  ad- 
verted to  the  different  topics  urged  in 
opposition  to  the  motion.  It  had  been 
contended,  that  the  children  were  to  be 
maintained  in  the  Charter  Schools,  be- 
cause no  opportunity  occurred  of  placing 
them  out  to  trade.  But,  did  the  House 
know  why  they  remained  in  that  manner 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  school  ?  Why^ 
because  they  were  so  badlj  educated  that 
no  one  wouM  take  them  m  apprentices* 
So  that,  although  the  House  paid  enor- 
mous sums  for  their  education,  they  never 
received  any  which  could  enaUe  them  to 
advance  themselves  in  the  world.  Was 
not  this  a  fit  subject  for  inquiry  ?  It  was 
said,  diat  these  persons  might  still  be 
taken  as  apprentices;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  very  likely  that  any  one  would 
take  those  young  men,  at  twenty-one  years 
old,  whom  they  had  refused  at  sixteen* 
The  Charter  Schools,  it  ought  to  be  re* 
collected,  were  already  inquired  into. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  then  idluded  to 
the  item  for  the  support  of  the  Society  to 
Discountenance  Vice,  and  observed,  that 
one  of  the  sums  of  1,000/.  fcR*  raising  in* 
stitutioos  and  model  schools,  was  ior  the 
purpose  of  educating  a  number  of  young 
men,  to  fill  the  situations  of  parish  clerks 
and  schoolmasters.  With  r^;ard  to  the 
Belfast  Institution,  he  considered  it  one  of 
the  best  establishments  in  the  country; 
and  when  gentlemen  tcid  him,  that  the 
professors,  who  were  imbued  with  Arian- 
ism,  wished  to  tamper  with  the  faith  of 
those  placed  under  their  care,  he  would 
say,  so  far  was  this  from  being  the  case* 
that  he  knew  an  instance  of  one  of  those 
gentlemen,  a  most  respectable  man,  one 
of  whose  sons  wbm  a  clergyman  of  the 
church  of  Ireland,  and  the  other  was  at- 
tached to  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  UU 
ster.  This  did  not  argue  such  a  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  those  professors  as  had 
been  alleged. 

The  House  divided :   Ayes  69.    Noes 
1 35.    Majority  against  the  motion  66. 

last  of  the  Minority. 


Altkorp,  viset. 
Ardideckne,  A. 
Barclay,  C. 
Baring,  A. 
Baring,  F 
Baring,  W<  B. 
Birch,  J. 
Browntow,  C; 
Caleraft,  J. 
Calvert,  N. 


Clements,  Viset. 
Clive,  £.  B. 
Colboroe,  N.  R. 
Curteis,  £.  G. 
Dawson,  A. 
Davies,  T. 
Davenport,  £.  D. 
Ebrington,  viset. 
Basthope,  J. 
Bufltofty  sari  of 
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Guise,  sir  B.  W. 
Goc8t|  J. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Heathcote,  G.  J. 
Howick.  Yiflct. 
Hume,  J. 
Ingleby,  sir  W. 
Jephson,  C. 
Kennedy,  I.  F. 
King,  bon.  R. 
Lamb^  hoo.  G. 
Lenn«rd,  T.  B. 
Langstou,  J.  H. 
Lombe,  £. 
Maberly,  J. 
Maberly,  W.  L. 
Marsbdl,  W. 
Manle,  hon.  W. 
Monisk,  J.  B. 
Morpeth,  viset. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
O'Brien,  L. 
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Court  ov  Chavcert.]  Mr.  D.  TT. 
Harvey  said,  that  it  was  only  within  the  last 
fire  ninutei  be  bad  been  apprised  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  law  o&cem  of  the  Crown  to 
oppose  the  motions  of  which  be  had  given 
notice ;  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture 
on  what  grounds  this  opposition  could  be 
given.  "Hie  House  woakl  recollect  that 
the  bill  for  regulating  the  practice  of  the 
court  of  Chancery,  had  b^n  deferred  to 
the  4th  of  May,  when  doubtless  a  long 
and  important  discussion  would  take 
place;  but  he  would  venture  to  assert, 
that  no  satisfactory  result  could  flow  ham 
that  d^ate,  in  the  absence  of  the  infor- 
mation  sought  for  by  his  motions.  It  was 
not  to  be  denied  that  the  proposed  bill 
contained  many  usrful  reformations  in  the 
practice,  and  some  commendabie  curtail- 
ments in  the  expenses,  of  the  court ;  but 
these  were  altogether  subordinate  to  the 
crying  evils  arising  from  the  delay  in  dis« 
posmg  of  the  causes  when  matured  k» 
hearing.  It  was  little  consolation  to  a 
patient  to  be  brought  to  the  physician's 
door  in  a  sedan,  if  he  waited  for  hours 
before  he  could  obtain  a  prescription: 
and  how  was  it  possible  for  the  House  to 
provide  a  remedy,  unless  it  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil  ? 
This  information  would  be  supplied  by 
the  motions  be  now  mtended  to  make; 


and  he  should  reserve  himself  in  reply  to 
such  arguments  as  ingenuity  or  perversion 
might  suggest.  The  hon.  member  then 
moved  as  f(^lows : — "  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House  returns  of  the  number 
of  causes  set  down  before  the  lord  Chan- 
cellor, from  the  year  1820  to  the  present 
time,  specifying  when  Uiey  were  set  down, 
how  disposed  of,  how  many  were  referred 
to  the  master,  esgd  their  final  result.  Si- 
milar returns  from  the  master  of  the  Rolls, 
the  vice-chancellory  and  the  chief  baron  in 
Equity.  The  number  of  appeals  to  the 
chancellor  from  the  judgments  of  the 
master  of  the  Rolls — also,  from  those  of 
the  lord  Chancellor  to  the  House  of  Lords* 
The  number  of  jpetitions  in  bankruptcy, 
and  in  lunacy,  now  standing  in  the  paper 
of  the  court — and  finally,  a  statement  of 
the  numb^  of  original  causes,  further 
directions,  exceptions,  pleas,  demurrers, 
re-hearings,  appeals,  and  causes  on  the 
equity  reserved,  standing  to  be  heard  on 
the  last  day  of  Hilary  Term,  1827,  before 
the  lord  Chancellor,  the  master  of  the  RoUs^ 
and  the  vice-chancellor,  respectively; 
specifying  the  period  when  each  petition 
was  set  down." 

Mr.  Aitomey  .Genial  said,  it  was 
apparent  that  under  the  cover  of  this  mo- 
tion, the  real  object  was  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  lord  Chancellor.  The  return  for 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  moved  was  not 
at  all  calculated  to  further  this  object; 
for  even  if  it  should  be  shown  that  the 
lord  Chancellor  had  not  disposed  of  many 
causes,  it  did  not  follow  that  his  time  had 
not  been  otherwise  fully,  and  to  the  pub- 
lic, satisfactorily  exercised.  This  subject 
had  already  been  sufficiently  handled  by 
the  report  of  the  parliamentary  committee, 
who  had  stated  in  the  appendix  to  their 
report,  the  business  done  by  the  lord 
Chancellor,  de  die  in  diem.  A  motion 
similar  to  that  now  before  liie  House  had 
been  made  some  time  s^,  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Westminster,  who  afterwards, 
on  the  matter  being  explained  to  him, 
gave  it  up;  because  he  was  convinced 
that  no  returns  of  the  number  of  causes 
in  the  court  of  Chancery  could  inform 
him  of  the  quantum  of  business  done  there 
by  thejud^.  It  was,  then,  because  the 
information  when  obtained  could  not  be 
satisfactory;  because  the  commissioners 
had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  give  it  in 
their  report,  and  because  nobody  but  the 
ban*  gentleman  had  thought  it  necessary 
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to  enable  the  House  to  form  an  ultimate 
opinion  on  the  bill  brought  in  by  the 
master  of  the  Rolls,  that  he  opposed  it. 

Mt.M,  a.  Taylor  said,  that  at  that  late 
hour  of  the  evening  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  go  at  any  length  into  the  subject  of  the 
court  of  Equity,  or  into  any  of  the  mo- 
mentous matters  which  that  subject  in- 
volved. Until  he  saw  the  notice  of  this 
motion,  which  was  inserted  in  the  order- 
book  of  the  House,  he  had  received  no 
intimation  of  it ;  therefore,  as  to  any  attack 
which  was  to  be  made,  by  means  of  it, 
upon  the  lord  Chancellor,  he  was  perfectly 
guiltless.  He  begged,  however,  the  atten- 
tion of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  the 
attorney-general,  while  he  said,  that  if  he 
(Mr.  Taylor)  was  the  friend  of  the  lord 
Chancellor — as  he  was  sure  he  was  not  his 
enemy-— the  last  thing  he  could  have 
done  would  have  been  to  rise  in  his  place 
and  resist  the  motion  which  had  just  been 
made.  He  thought  that  if,  upon  any 
occasion,  a  judge  was  attacked,  it  was  the 
duty  of  his  friends  to  bring  before  the 
House  all  the  facts  relating  to  his  conduct, 
so  that  a  decision  might  be  formed,  whe- 
ther the  attack  had  been  made  fairly  or 
unfairly.  Ilie  motion  before  the  House, 
without  being:  at  all  an  attack  upon  the 
lord  ChanceUor,  was  calculated  to  give  the 
House  the  knowledge  necessary  to  be 
possessed  by  them,  before  they  came  to 
a  decision  On  some  questions  of  great 
importance,  which  were  about  to  be  brought 
before  them,  connected  with  the  court  of 
Chancery.  The  returns  would  particularly 
furnish  the  House  with  the  means  of 
judging  whether  the  lord  Chancellor  had 
or  had  not  more  business  to  do  than  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  perform ;  and  whether 
the  suitors  of  the  court  of  Chancery  had 
that  prompt  and  satisfactory  administration 
of  justice  to  which  they  were  entitled.  The 
House  would  then  be  enabled  to  say — ^the 
subject  being  fairly  placed  before  them, — 
whether  the  lord  Chancellor's  duties  were 
such  as  ought  to  be  imposed  upon  him. 
There  could  be  no  blame  imputed  to  the 
Chancellor,  if  it  were  shown  that  the  delays 
in  his  court  arose  from  his  having — as  he 
would  on  soma  future  occasion,  show  he 
/had — more  to  do  than  it  was  in  the  power 
of  any  human  being  to  dispose  of.  In  this 
House,  he  and  every  other  member  had  a 
right  to  know  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
Chancellor's  duties,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  performed.     Was  there 
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any  libel  in  inquiring  into  these  facts? 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  libel.  Was 
the  truth  to  be  called  a  libel  here,  as  it 
was  held  to  be  in  a  court  of  conunon- 
law  ?  In  the  House  of  Commons  every 
member  had  a  right  to  say  that  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  truth ;  and  to  demand 
such  information  as  might  lead  him  to  as- 
certain the  truth.  If  it  were  not  so  it  would 
be  better  to  shut  the  doors,  and  quit  the 
House.  He  wished  to  say  nothing 
unkind  of  lord  Eldon.  If  any  unkindness 
had  been  displayed  towards  him,  it  had 
proceeded  from  himself  and  his  friends^ 
who  wished  to  secure  to  him  the  emolB- 
ments  for  duties  which  he  did  notperform.r 
He  had  known  lord  Eldon  for  more  than 
forty  years,  during  a  part  of  which  period 
he  had  lived  in  habits  jof  intimacy  with 
him ;  and  in  no  part  of  which  period  had 
any  unkindness  on  either  side  disturbed 
the  good  understanding  between  them. 
Looking  at  this  inatter,  however,  in  a 
public  point  of  view,  he  would  ask  the 
House,  if  any  friend  of  the  lord  Chan- 
cellor ought  to  resist  this  motion  ?  If 
he  were  in  the  place  of  the  learned  k>rd, 
he  would  wish  for  no  such  defenders  as 
sought  to  conceal  his  conduct.  If  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  attorney- 
general,  should  sit,  as  his  talents  entitled 
him,  and  as  he  had  no  doubt  he  would 
one  day. sit,  in  as  exalted  a  station  as 
the  noble  lord  now  filled,  would  he  choose 
to  have  such  defenders?  On  the  con- 
trary, would  he  not  wish  to  have  all  his 
actions  thoroughly  investigated  ?  His  hoDw 
and  learned  friend  had  said,  it  was  unlair 
to  judge  of  what  the  lord  Chancellor  had 
performed,  by  moving  for  returns  respect-^ 
ing  a  particular  branch  of  his  duty.  It 
was  fairer,  said  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  to  form  a  judgment,  from  the 
whole  of  what  he  performed.  Why  I 
This  was  the  very  ground  of  the  present 
motion.  It  was  to  get  the  whole  (^  his 
conduct  investigated — to  get  all  that  was 
done,  and  omitted  to  be  done,  in  the 
court  of  Chancery,  that  the  returns,  which 
were  now  required,  were  moved  for.  Then 
the  House  would  be  able  to  form  a  judg- 
ment what  part  of  the  business  mi^t  be 
separated  from  the  court  of  Chancery* 
If  he  could  not  exercise  his  jurisdiction 
in  bankruptcy  cases,  consistency  with  his 
other  functions,  why  might  not  that  be 
separated  from  his  court?  He  did  not 
speak  now  of  the  emoluments  of  the  office 
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of  the  bid  Chancellor ;  but  either  that 
portion  of  his  business,  or  some  other, 
should  be  transferred  to  another  tribunal 
if  he  could  not  get  through  the  whole. 
It  was  said  that  the  office  of  lord  Chan- 
cellor was  the  first  prize  in  the  profes- 
sion ;  but,  if  all  the  business  could  not 
be  done  by  him.  who  had  won  the  first 
great  prize,  why,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  should  Uiere  not  be  two  great 
prizes,  and  part  of  the  present  duty  ap- 
portioned to  him  who  attained  it  ?  For 
nis  own  part,  from  his  advanced  time  of 
life,  as  well  as  from  political,  circum- 
stances, he  had  long  since  abandoned 
any  hope  of  professional  advancement; 
and,  indeed,  if  he  had  held  any  official 
appointment  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  in  the  state  in  which  that  side 
of  the  House  now  was,  he  would  pray  to  God 
that  he  might  get  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. There  weretwogreat  parties  upon  the 
present  question.  The  one  were  anxious 
for  concealment,  the  other  were  advocates 
for  investigation.  For  his  part,  he  would 
always  vote  for  letting  in  light  upon  all 
subjects ;  and  more  particularly  upon  that 
now  before  the  House.  It  was  impossible 
for  the  government  much  longer  to  screen 
the  court  of  Chancery;  it  was  not  only 
too  deeply  steeped  in  abuses,  but  its  sins 
were  too  well  known  to  the  people.  He 
begged  those  who  wished  to  cleanse  the 
court  of  its  impurities,  to  persevere  in 
their  efforts.  Tne  public  voice  was  with 
them.  Whatever  the  phalanx  on  the  op- 
posite side  might  arrange  against  him, 
he  would  not  ceaoe  to  show  the  court 
up  in  the  way  in  which  it  ought  to  be 
shown.  Hundreds  and  hundreds  had 
been  ruined  by  the  court ;  and  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  knew  the  fact 
but  too  well.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
property  and  happiness  of  many  hundred 
persons  should  be  sacrificed,  merely  that 
lord  £ldon  might  be  continued  at  the 
head  of  a  party.  The  safety  of  the 
suitors  in  that  court,  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  country,  required  the  removal  of 
the  learned  lord ;  and,  as  far  as  his  time 
and  abilities  could  tend  to  effect  that 
object,  he  would  most  willingly  gi?e  them. 
It  might  be  said,  that  he  was  libelling 
the  learned  lord.  In  this  sense,  every 
newspaper  in  the  country  was  guilty  of 
the  same  offence;  for  not  one  waft  pub- 
lished that  did  not  contain  cases  in  that 
conrt,  the  facts  of  which  militated  against 
the  learned  lord,  as  strongly  as  any  thing 
VOL.  XVII. 


he  had  uttered.  It  was  only  about  three 
weeks  ago  that  his  lordship  had  given  a 
certain  judgment.  It  appeared  by  the 
newspapers,  that  the  counsel  all  stared 
with  astonishment.  They  had  forgotten 
the  case ;  but  of  course  they  bowed,  and 
said,  "  My  lord,  no  doubt  the  judgment 
is  right."  But  lord  Eldon  afterwards 
declared  that  his  judgment  had  been 
wrong ;  on  which  the  counsel  again  stared, 
and  bowed,  saying,  "  My  lord,  no  doubt 
your  judgment  was  wrong  "  [a  laugh].  He 
had  read  the  Report  of  the  Chancery  Com- 
mission, and  he  could  hardly  believe  it 
possible  that  so  many  men  could  have 
lent  their  talents  for  two  years  to  form 
such  a  report.  The  report  was  useless,  a 
mere  nonentity,  with  the  exception  of 
one  single  thing  relating  to  the  masters, 
and  which  the  Chancellor  himself  ought 
to  have  effected  twenty  years  ago. '  He 
would  have  opposed  the  establishment  of 
the  commission,  could  he  have  foreseen 
of  what  materials  their  Report  would 
have  been  composed.  The  right  hon. 
the  Secretary  of  State,  thought  that  the 
report  would  do  good ;  but  he  little  knew 
the  nature  of  the  commission,  and  as  ' 
little  did  he  know  the  nature  of  the  man. 
His  lordship  might  be  a  very  pleasant  man, 
but  mark  his  words,  the  learned  lord  would 
get  the  better  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
He  hoped  his  lordship  had  no  unkind  feel- 
ing towards  him  (Mr.  Taylor) ;  for  he  had 
none  towards  his  lordship.  He  had  often 
taken  the  liberty  of  talking  and  walking 
with  his  lordship ;  and  his  lordship  had  as 
often  explained  to  him  two  or  three  things 
in  the  practice  of  the  court  of  Chancery 
with  which  he  did  not  concur.  Perhaps 
this  might  make  his  lordship  think  him  a 
very  foolish  fellow.  He  might  be  foolish ;  * 
but  he  had  sense  enough  to  know  right 
from  wrong,  and  in  his  appreciation  of  his 
lordship  and  of  the  court,  the  country  went 
with  him.  The  motion  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Colchester  could  possibly  do  no  mis- 
chief ;  for  it  was  essential  that  the  House 
and  the  country  should  see  what  the  court 
of  Chancery  had  done,  and  how  the  lord 
Chancellor  had  been  torn  away  from  his 
duties.  If  the  Secretary  of  State  knew  the 
miseries  which  had  arisen  out  of  the  delays* 
and  errors  of  that  court,  he  would  not 
consent  to  purchase  lord  Eldon  as  a  cabinet 
minister  at  such  a  price. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  said,  he  must  confess 
himself  a  little  surprised  at  the  course  which 
the  hon.  member  had  taken,  and  at  the ' 

K 


259        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

warmlhof  the  observations  wh  ich  had  fallen 
from  him.  The  hon.  member,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  had  stated  that  his  object  was 
to  separate  all  political  functions  and  feel- 
ings from  the  duties  of  a  lord  Chancellor. 
This  might  be  a  Teiy  legitimate  and 
(ffoper  object ;  but  it  was  stange  to  see, 
after  such  a  declaration,  how  the  hon. 
gentleman  could  make  such  a  motion  a 
source  of  reflections  upon  the  lord  Chan- 
cellor. Whether  an  active  partisan  and 
political  functionary  ought  to  hold  the 
•great  seals,  was  a  constitutional  question, 
which  certainly  ought  not  to  be  discussed 
upon  the  present  occasion.  It  was  evident, 
when  the  hon.  gentleman  had  given  notice 
of  his  motion  relating  to  the  Chancery, 
and  which  he  had  fixed  for  the  25th 
March,  that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  possess  the  information  which  was  now 
called  for  by  the  hon.  member  for  Col- 
chester. The  conclusive  fact  was,  that 
-the  House  was  already  furnished  with  the 
•information  required  by  the  motion,  in  the 
•report  of  the  commissioners.  If  the  House 
were  prepared  to  say,  that  that  commission 
-was  entirely  futile,  let  them  supersede  its 
labours.  He  would  maintain  that  that 
was  the  legitimate  and  fair  view  of  the 
subject.  Yes;  he  would  say,  supersede 
the  commission,  and  call  for  further  inquiry. 
The  subject  would  be  discussed  immedi- 
ately after  the  holidays ;  and  therefore  it 
was  only  fair  to  the  lord  Chancellor  to 
postpone  the  present  motion,  until  after 
the  debate  upon  the  bill  brought  in  by 
the  master  of  the  Rolls.  He  held  in  his 
hand  the  return  of  the  business  heard  and 
disposed  of  by  the  lord  Chancellor  in  the 
court  of  Chancery,  from  Trinity  vacation, 
1822,  to  Michaelmas  vacation,  1825.  This 
return  had  been  moved  for  by  the  learned 
member  Ibr  Ilchester,  who  had  considered 
it  to  contain  all  the  information  necessary 
to  the  subject.  If  hon.  members  would 
refer  to  page  1,121  of  the  report  of  the 
Chancery  commission,  they  would  find  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  occupation  of 
the  lord  Chancellor  for  three  years.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  object  of  the 
hon.  member  was  a  personal  attack  on  the 
lord  Chancellor ;  but  he  did  say,  that  the 
motion  was  a  reflection  upon  the  repcHrt  of 
the  aommission,  and  that  such  a  proceed- 
ing was  placing  the  judges  of  Ae  land  in 
a  very  embarrassing  situation.  [No,  no.] 
He  did  think  so ;  and  he  had  a  right  to 
atate  his  opinion.  It  was  a  hard  thing 
for  the  lord  Cbanceltor  to  have  bis  conduct 
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thus  inquired  into,  after  he  had  fanaiied 
a  statement  of  his  daily  businesB  for  thiee 
years;  it  was  humiliating  to  that  noble 
judge  to  be  called  upon  daily  to  answer 
motions  made  in  that  House,  before  it  had 
been  decided  whether  the  report  of  the 
commission  was  satisfactory  or  not.  WiUi* 
out  imputing  to  &e  hon.  gentleman  what 
he  did  not  intend,  he  would  oppose  the 
motion ;  because  k  placed  the  loni  Chan- 
oeUor  in  a  situation  m  which  he  ought  not 
to  be  placed,  after  what  had  passed. 

Mr.  Ferguson  denied  that  the  present 
motion  was  a  personal  attack  upon  the 
lord  Chancellor.  He  had  read  the  report, 
with  the  appendix.  If  the  information 
now  required  was  not  to  he  found  in  that 
report,  it  ought  to  be  produced  [**  It  is  not 
there,''  from  all  parts  of  the  House].  The 
present  motion  concluded  with  a  return 
of  the  number  of  cases  referred  by  tiie 
lord  Chancellor  to  the  Vke-chancellor. 
This  was  not  contained  in  the  repcnrt ;  and 
it  was  most  material  information  for  the 
House  to  possess.  In  1814,  the  Vice- 
chancellor's  court  was  established.  It  was 
a  new  jurisdiction,  but  dependent  on  the 
lord  Chancellor.  The  Vice-chancdlor 
was  now  about  to  have  an  original  juris- 
diction ;  and  was  it  not  most  important 
for  the  House  to  have  full  informatton 
upon  the  business  transacted  in  that 
court  ?  It  was  useful  to  see  how  the  lord 
Chancellor  was  drawn  away  from  his 
business  by  the  vice-chancery  court  The 
report  of  the  commission  comprised  a 
body  of  valuable  information  ;  but  wets  it 
not  material  to  have  the  means  of  dedding* 
what  part  of  the  judgments  of  the  Chan- 
cellor might  be  transferred  to  other  tri- 
bunals ?  If  it  should  turn  out,  that  nearly 
all  the  causes  in  the  chancellor's  paper 
were  transferred  to  the  Vice-chancellor,  it 
would  be  much  better  that  the  system 
should  be  changed.  The  number  of 
appeab  in  the  House  of  Lords  was  another 
important  subject,  which  it  was  necessary 
to  consider  before  the  bill  came  beibre  the 
House.  He  had  a  higfh  opinion  of  the 
lord  Chancellor ;  bat  he  thought  the  in- 
formation  should  not  be  refused* 

Mr.  A.  Daween  said,  thst  the  mBfitm. 
was  not  confined  to  the  comt  of  Chanoefy, 
but  related  to  five  odier  coarts :  the  8Sft«- 
sittveness  of  the  Attorney  Oenefal,  aad  hit 
alarm  at  an  attack  upon  the  loitl  Chan- 
cellor, were  therefore  misplaced.  If,  as 
the  Secretary  of  State  had  said,  the  iafer'- 
matioa  required  in  the  present  motioii  «as 
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before  the  Honaey  the  object  of  the  motion 
conM  sot  be  to  heap  additional  disgrace 
cm  the  lord  Chancellor.  Two  years  ago 
the  evib  of  the  Chancery  court  were 
acknowledged,  in  the  appointment  of  the 
coinmiision«  One  remedy  was,  to  diminish 
the  amount  of  business  before  the  Chan- 
odlor.  If  hb  income  was  so  agreeable  to 
hit  knrdship,  le(  him  preserre  it;  give  him 
what  emoloments  they  pleased,  bat  only 
take  the  business  from  him.  Let  them 
wipe  away  the  tears  from  the  widows'  and 
orphans'  eyes,  and  heal  the  wounds  of 
those  who  were  conipelled  to  resort  to  the 
court  of  Chancery.  It  was  most  ungracious 
in  the  law  oflicera  of  the  Crown  to  oppose 
the  inquiry.  It  was  as  much  as  to  say, 
that  the  House  should  be  satisfied  with  the 
tmallest  evidence  which  the  general  outcry 
of  the  country  could  wring  from  them. 

Mr.  Hobkomse  was  surprised  that  so 
imporUmt  a  motion  should  be  left  to  the 
opposition  of  only  two  law  officers  on  the 
ministerial  benches,  and  who  difiered  from 
each  other*  The  proposed  bill  was  called 
for  by  the  whole  countir,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  great  abuses  in  the  court  of  Chan* 
eery;  and,  considering  its  contents,  he 
thought  that  the  country  had  not  been 
dealt  fairly  with  by  ministers.  It  was 
stiaoge  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  who 
had  introduced  the  bill,  and  who  was  re- 
SEDODsible  for  it,  should  not  be  present  at 
this  discussion.  The  Attorney-general, 
instead  of  meeting  the  question  with  argu- 
ment, had  endeavoured  to  construe  it  into 
an  invidious  attack  upon  the  Chancellor. 
It  was  too  much  for  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  tell  the  House,  that  it  was  humiliatory 
for  the  lord  Chancellor  to  have  his  con- 
duct and  his  purposes  questioned.  He 
would  tell  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that 
it  would  indeed  be  most  humiliatory  to 
the  nation,  if  the  House  forbore  to  put 
the  questions  involved  in  the  present 
notion.  Because  members  of  that  House 
moved  for  papers  calculated  to  elucidate 
the  abuses  of  the  Chancery  court,  were 
they  to  be  told  that  party  motives  prompt- 
ed them  against  the  lord  Chancellor  ?  He 
knew  the  lord  Chancellor  only  in  his  con- 
iKzion  with  the  political  history  of  the 
eountry;  and  hewouk)  recognize  him  as 
BO  snch  man  as  bis  friends  represented 
him.  He  viewed  him  as  intimately  con- 
Moted  with  all  the  mat  politkal  measures, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  pot  down  the 
^iproving  spirit  of  the  age.  He  believed 
his  loedship  Id  be  the  principal  airtagonist 


of  all  who  saw  that  it  was  essential  for 
the  happiness  of  the  country  to  form  an 
administration  which  should  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  and  unite  the  greatest 
possible  share  of  talents.  He  was  told, 
if  he  spoke  against  the  Chancery  court, 
he  was  speaking  against  the  lord  Chancel- 
lor. He  was  willing  to  proceed  on  this 
ground,  and  to  identify  him  with  the  mea- 
sures to  be  pursued  upon  the  subject. 
The  proposed  bill  Effected  nothing.  It 
was  a  mere  stop-gap,  and  altogether  a 
delusion.  He  would  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State,  who  had  applied-  his  tnind  and  his 
energies  to  other  reforms,  how  he  could 
resist  all  efficient  reforms  in  the  court  of 
Chancery?  He  might  feel  an  attachment 
to  the  lord  Chancdlor,  who  acted  with 
him  in  politics ;  but  he  did  not  see  that 
this  ought  to  lead  him  to  defend  the 
abuses  of  his  court.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman might,  perhaps,  suppose  that  he 
owed  the  noble  and  learned  lord  something 
for  the  share  he  possessed  of  political 
power ;  but  he  was  sure,  if  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  followed  up  his  views  as  to 
reforming  oor  laws,  he  would  be  supported 
by  the  nation,  and  need  not  require  the 
protection  of  any  individual.  Were  he  to 
carry  into  the  Chanceiy  the  same  spirit 
of  reform  which  he  had  carried  into  the 
other  courts — ^were  he  to  enter  into  this 
reform  with  the  same  judgment  and  dis- 
crimination that  he  had  set  about  reform* 
ing  the  Criminal  law,  and  the  law  for 
regulating  Juries,  he  would  find  that  the 
nation  would  stand  by  him,  and  he  would 
not  want  the  aid  of  the  Chancellor.  It 
was  painful  to  see,  for  so  long  a  time,  a 
great  political  judge  exercising  vast  politi- 
cal power,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  set 
about  any  reform  without  its  turning  out 
vain  and  chimerical.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  and  the  countrv,  therefore,  to 
look  at  this  question,  ana  to  take  their 
stand  on  it.  He  should  like  to  hear  some 
of  the  commercial  gentlemen  in  that  House 
state  what  they  suffered  from  the  court 
of  Chancery.  He  should  like  to  hear 
some  of  the  members  of  the  great  and 
paramount  interest  in  that  House — ^he 
meant  the  landed  interest— tell  them  what 
they  suffered.  He  should  like  to  hear 
from  them  how  they  were  mulcted  at 
every  transfer  of  their  property.^  The 
motk>n  only  went  to  get  necessary  inform- 
atkm ;  but  the  Attorney-general  had  told 
them,  they  were  not  to  inquire  into  what 
the  locd  Chancellor  had  not  done— they 
K2 
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were  to  be  contented  with  the  information 
contained  in  the  reports,  and  to  be  satisfied 
with  knowing  what  the  Chancellor  had 
done.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  said, 
that  the  information  asked  for  was  not 
necessary  to  the  passing  of  the  biU.  He 
contended  that  it  was ;  and,  unless  they 
had  that  information,  how  could  they 
decide  as  to  the  merits  of  the  one  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  propositions  which  had 
been  submitted  to  them  relative  to  the 
court  of  Chancery  ?  He  had  been  in- 
duced to  speak,  because  no  gentleman  on 
the  other  side' would  speak ;  but  the  prin* 
cipal  purpose  for  which  he  rose  was,  to 
inquire  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site, why  the  measure  had  been  dropped 
by  the  master  of  the  Rolls?  Why  wa& 
the  master  of  the  Rolls  not  there  to  pro- 
pose the  second  reading  of  the  bill  ?  ^  This 
was  what  he  wanted  to  know  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite.  He  had 
gone,  he  understood,  to  Bristol,  to  attend 
a  cause.  He  thought  the  House  was  not 
treated  fairly.  He  considered  that  the 
information  asked  for  ought  to  be  given^ 
and  should  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  he  did  not 
know  why  the  hon.  gentleman  had  fixed 
on  him  to  account  for  the  absence  of  the 
master  of  the  Rolls.  He  could  only  say, 
which  was  as  far  as  he  knew,  that  the 
learned  gentleman  was  not  there.  He 
had,  probably,  been  more  agreeably  em- 
ployed, as  it  was  evident  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had,  than  in  attending  to  the  debates 
of  that  House  [a  laugh].  If  the  hon* 
gentleman  asked  him,  why  the  master  of 
the  Rolls  was  not  there  to  propose  the 
second  reading  of  his  bill,  he  must  reply ^ 
that  the  second  reading  had  been  put  off 
at  the  express  desire  of  the  gentlemen 
opposite  ;  and,  therefore,  to  ask  him  why 
the  master  of  the  Rolls  was  not  present 
to  move  the  second  reading,  was,  of  all 
unreasonable  interrogatories,  the  most  un- 
reasonable. The  master  of  the  Rolls  had 
objected  to  putting  off  the  second  reading, 
but  he  h^d  done  it  at  the  request  of  mem- 
bers opposite.  He  would  not  say  that 
that  request  was  a  final  bargain ;  but  he 
would  say,  that  it  did  imply,  that,  during 
the  interval  asked  for  by  the  gentlemen 
opposite,  and  granted  by  the  master  of 
the  Rolls,  no  motion  should  be  brought 
forward  so  very  like  the  second  reading  of 
that  biii,  that  it  could  not  be  distinguished 
by  the  optics  of  the  hon.  gentleman.  He 
had  not,  however,  then-  brought  forward 
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the  second  reading ;  and  he  (Mr.  Canning) 
thought^  from  the  tone  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's remarks,  that,  if  it  had  been  brooghl 
forward,  the  hon.  member  could  not  have 
voted  on  it,  except  from  a  hostile  feeling 
to  the  noble  and  learned  lord.  He  did 
not  agree  exactly  with  his  right  hon. 
friend,  the  Attorney-general,  who  had,  he 
thought,  been  carried  too  far^  He  opposed 
the  motion  on  the  ground  that  it  ought 
not  to  have  been  brought  forward  during 
the  time  the  other  motion  had  been  post- 
poned ;  and  that  it  was  not  right  to  get 
up  an  incidental  debate,  involving  all  the 
points  to  which  the  bill  referred.  He 
was  not  prepared,  however,  to  say,  that 
he  should  at  all  times  oppose  the  motion; 
if  ground  enough  were  laid  for  assenting' 
to  it;  nor  was  he  prepared  to  say,  that 
the  information  required  was  not  neces- 
sary. He  must  observe,  however,  that 
the  motions  of  the  hon.  mover  went  fai 
beyond  his  notices.  He  was  not  himself 
lawyer  sufiicient  to  know  whether  the  in- 
formation was  desirable  or  not;  but,  if  he 
had  looked  at  the  notice  of  the  hon; 
mover's  motion,  he  should  not  have  found 
it  so  defined,  that  he  could  have  known 
before-hand  whether  or  not  it  was  right 
to  concede  it.  He  must  say,  from  the 
temper  of  the  debate,  and  from  all  that 
had  passed,  it  would  carry  to  the  public 
an  air  which  implied  condemnation,  were 
the  House  to  give  its  sanction  to  the  pre- 
sent motion.  Since  the  motion  had  been 
brought  forward,  it  had  been  swelled  into 
nothing  less  than  a  direct  attack  on  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  in  his  judicial, 
political,  and  personal  capacity.  On 
these  grounds  he  should  oppose  it. 

Mr.  D.  W,  Harvey^  in  reply,  observed,' 
that  while  he  would  not  imitate  the  vitiated 
taste  of  the  Attorney-general,  in  ascribing 
motives  to  hon.  members,  he  would  remind 
the  learned  gentleman,  that  he  was  theT 
last  man  who  ought  to  resort  to  this  ha- 
zardous course,  for  he  could  not  be  un- 
mindful that  he  had  been  open  to  very  se- 
vere misconstruction.  At  the  time  when* 
the  learned  gentleman  disrobed  himself  of 
his  equity  apparel,  and  entered  the  court 
of  King's-bench  as  the  hired  defender  of 
treason,  it  was  remarked,  that  he  had- 
volunteered  to  be  the  eulogist  of  Watson 
and  Thistlewood,  to  mortify  the  lord 
Chancellor  for  overlooking  those  high  en- 
dowments which  had  since  been  substan-* 
tially  recognized  [hear,  hear].  It  had 
been  said,  that  this  motion  was  an  attack 
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on  the  lord  Chancellor.  The  same  thing 
might  be  said  of  the  Vice-chancellor,  the 

•  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  Chief  baron ; 
for  it  embraced  them  all,  and  equally 
affected  all;  that  was,  it  touched  nei- 
ther of  them  personally,  but  over-reached 
the  court  of  each.  The  motion  was  in- 
deed friendly  to  the  lord  Chancellor,  as  it 

'would  show  that  though  the  Vice-chancel- 

•lor  got  through  more  business,  he  only  got 

rid  of  it,  but  did  not  dispose  of  it.     It  was 

his  practice  to  refer  every  thing  to  the 

masters,  whose  offices  were  choked  with 

references:  and  in  a  few  years  the  tide 

would  roll  back,  and  the  delusion  with  it. 

*The  hon.  member  disclaimed  all  personal 

feeling  towards  the  lord  Chancellor.     He 

neither  had  received,  nor  did  he  seek,  any 

-favour  at  his  hands. 

*  llie  House  divided  :  Ayes  66  ;  Noes 
132 :  Majority  against  the  motion  66. 

List  of  the  Minority. 


:  AUhorp,  viscount 
•Archdeckne,  A. 
Baillie,  J. 
Baring,  F. 
Baring,  W.  B. 
Birch,  J. 
Calcraft,  J. 
Calvert,  N. 
Clements,  vise. 
,CUve,  E.  B. 
Pavies,  T. 
Davenport,  £,  D. 
Dawson,  A. 
Dick,  Qui  ntin 
Dickinson,  W. 
Du  Cane,  P. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Dundas,  hon.  sir  R. 
Easthope,  John 
Ebrington,  vise. 
Euston,  earl  of 
Tazakerley,  J.  N. 
Fergusson,  sir  R. 
Cordon,  It. 
.Graham,  sir  J. 
Grattan,  H. 
Greene,  T. 
Guest,  J. 
'Guise,  sir  VV. 
Heathcote,  G.  J. 
'Howard,  H. 
Howick,  vise, 
lluroe,  J. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Xangston,  J.  H. 


Lester,  B.  L. 
Lombe,  £.    " 
Lumley,  J.  G. 
Maberley,  J. 
Maberley,  W.  L. 
Macdonald,  sir  J. 
Maitland,  vise. 
Maitland,  hon.  A. 
Marjoribanks,  S. 
Marshall,  W. 
Maule,  hon.  W.  R. 
Monck,  J.  B. 
Morpeth,  vise. 
Pallmer,  C.  N. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  W.  S. 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Rickford,  W. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Robinson,  G.  R. 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Smith,  W. 
Stuart,  H.  Villiers 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Thompson,  C.  P. 
Ticmey,  right  hon.  G. 
Warburton,  H. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Wood,  alderman 
Wood,  C. 

TELLERS. 

Ferguson,  R.  C. 
Uar\ey,  D.  W. 
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Friday y  April  6. 

Spbikg  .Guns  Bill.]    The  Report  of 


the  Committee  upon  this  bill  was  brought 
up. 

Lord  Ellenborough  gave  notice,  that  he 
should  move,  unless  some  other  noble  lord 
did  so ,  upon  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
that  nothing  in  the  act  should  extend  to  pro- 
hibit the  placing  of  Spring-guns  in  houses 
or  walled-gardens. 

Lord  Suffield  stated,  that  when  the 
noble  baron  brought  forward  his  amend- 
ment, he  should  then  think  it  necessary  to 
oppose  it.  He  now  rose  for  leave  to  with- 
draw the  clause  relative  to  bringing  actions, 
as  it  was  wholly  useless ;  because,  as  the 
placing  of  Spring-guns  was  made  a  misde- 
meanour by  the  act,  an  action  at  law  fol- 
lowed as  a  matter  of  course. — Agreed  to. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  moved  to 
except  from  the  operalion  of  the  act,  that 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  excepted, 
the  inside  of  houses,  because  he  felt 
that  such  exception  was  in  accordance 
with  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  which  was, 
that  no  individual  should  be  permitted  to 
do  that  by'  indirect  means  which  he  had 
no  right  to  do  by  direct  means.  But  it 
was  lawful  to  repel  by  violence  every  act 
of  violence ;  and  it  was  an  act  of  violence 
for  a  person  to  break  into  a  man's  house. 
The  principle  of  the  bill  aUo  went  to  pre- 
vent the  employment  of  Spring-guns  wher- 
ever innocent  persons  might  fall  upon 
them,  and  where  individuals  might  go 
without  warning.  But  if  Spring-guns 
were  placed  in  the  inside  of  houses,  nt 
must  be  supposed  that  the  father  of  the  fa- 
mily would  take  care  to  let  every  person 
in  Uie  House  be  acquainted  with  the  places 
where  Spring-guns  were  set.  He  had  not 
himself  been  in  the  habit  of  setting  Spring- 
guns  ;  but  he  knew  that  some  persons  set 
them  in  particular  places  of  the  house, 
which  were  considered  weak  points,  where 
the  house  might  be  easily  entered;  and  he 
knew  that  setting  those  Spring-guns  in  those 
spots  had  the  desired  effect  of  giving  pro- 
tection, by  terrifying  robbers  from  attempt- 
ing them.  He  had  had  the  assistance  of 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack, 
who  had  drawn  up  the  clause  to  except 
the  inside  of  houses  from  the  operation  of 
the  act. 

Lord  Suffield  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  introduction  of  this  clause.  He  would 
venture  to  say,  that  the  noble  marquis  was 
wrong  in  his  law,  as  to  shooting  at  a  per- 
son in  a  dwelling-house.  He  believed 
that  if  a  person  was  in  the  act  of  forcibly 
entering  the  dwelling-house  of  any  man,  he 
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was  justified  in  shooting  him ;  but  if  a  per- 
son found  a  man  in  his  drawing-room,  who 
was  willing  to  surrender  himself,  and  shot 
him,  that  person  would  be  guilty  of  murder. 
He  believed  one  man  had  no  right  to  shoot 
another,  except  he  was  taken  in  an  act  of 
violence.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to 
prevent  accidents:  and  how  would  it  be 
with  regard  to  people  walking  in  their 
sleep  ?  Noble  lords  who  had  alarm-bells 
in  their  houses,  well  knew,  that  with  all 
the  precaution  taken  to  prevent  their  going 
off  accidentally,  and  alarming  the  family, 
such  occurrences  did  take  place.  What 
would  be  the  consequence,  if  they  had 
been  Spring-guns?  Why  the  person 
would  be  shot.  A  noble  lord  had  men- 
tioned to  him  an  instance  of  the  accidents 
that  occurred  from  ||pring-guns,  where,  not 
only  the  man  himself  who  had  set  the  g^n 
was  shot,  but  his  wife  and  daughter  also. 
He  therefore  entreated  those  who  were  dis- 
posed to  support  the  principle  of  this  bill 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  this  clause. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  said,  that  as  the 
noble  lord  had  so  earnestly  looked  at  him, 
he  must  say  that  he  had  neither  shot  him- 
self, or  been  the  means  of  shooting  his 
wife  and  daughter.  But  he  would  tell 
the  noble  lord,  that  if  he  should  attempt 
forcibly  to  enter  his  house,  he  would  shoot 
him  in  the  attempt,  and  leave  him  to  prove 
his  intention  afterwards  [a  laugh]. 

The  Earl  of  Malmeshury  thought  it  per- 
fectly clear  that  a  man  was  justified  in 
shooting  any  persons  endeavouring  forcibly 
to  intrude  themselves  into  his  dwelling- 
house  at  night.  In  fact,  they  forfeited 
their  lives  by  the  illegality  of  the  act  they 
were  engaged  in;  and  he  thought  there 
was  more  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
keeping  loaded  fire-arms  m  the  house  than 
from  Spring- guns. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  observed,  that  it 
was  difficult  to  say  what  was  the  weight 
of  judicial  opinions  with  respect  to  setting 
Spring-guns ;  but  he  believed  that  wher- 
ever due  notice  was  given  of  their  being 
set,  such  engines  were  not  illegal. 

Lord  Elknborough  agreed  with  the 
learned  lord,  and  by  way  of  amendment 
proposed  to  except  also  ''  hot-houses  or 
other  buildings"  from  the  operations  of 
this  act. 

The  Earl  of  Harrcfwhy  instanced  green- 
houses, which,  as  well  as  hot-houses,  might 
require  such  protection,  and  which  would, 
according  to  the  present  exceptions, 
be  included  within  the  operation  of  the 
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act.  It  was  of  the  greatest  importance  for 
persons  to  know,  whether  by  using  such 
engines  for  the  protectbn  of  their  propertVy 
they  became  guilty  of  murder.  Noble 
lords  might  decide  as  they  pleased,  but  he 
hoped  to  God  they  would  not  leave  it  un- 
decided, whether  a  man  had  a  right  to 
shoot  another  in  defence  of  his  property* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  it  was  ex- 
tremely dangerous  to  take  upon  themselves 
to  say  what  was  the  law  upon  such  a 
subject.  The  law  must  depend  entirely 
on  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

On  the  question  being  put,  whether 
the  words  "hot-house  or  otner  building'' 
should  be  inserted  by  way  of  amendment, 
their  lordships  divided ;  Content  27 ; 
Not-content  29.  On  the  motion  of  the 
marquis  of  Lansdown  for  exceptmg  dwel- 
ling-houses from  the  operation  of  Uie  act. 
Content  39;  Not-content  17. 

Game  Laws  Amendment  Bill.]  On 
the  motion  of  lord  Whamclifie,  that  the 
House  should  resolve  itself  into  a  com* 
mittee  on  this  bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdown  said, 
that  having  moved  for  certain  returns, 
showing  the  increase  of  crime  within 
the  last  few  years,  and  as  those  re- 
turns, in  pursuance  of  their  lordships' 
orders,  were  now  in  progress,  he  should^ 
for  the  present,  postpone  delivering  his 
opinion  on  the  subject,  especially  as  he 
understood  that  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  would  not  be  permitted  to  pass  with- 
out some  discussion.  The  knowledge  to 
be  derived  from  those  returns,  with 
respect  to  the  alarming  increase  of  crime 
of  late  years  in  this  country,  but  more 
particularly  in  England,  as  regarded  the 
crimes  arising  from  the  practice  of  poach- 
ing, was  a  subject  deserving  their  most 
serious  consideration,  and  to  which,  os 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  he  should  call 
their  attention. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  bill. 

Lord  RedesdaU  objected  strongly  to 
the  first  clause,  the  object  of  which  was  te 
introduce  a  new  system  of  qualificatioBs 
for  killing  game,  whereby  greater  facilities 
would  be  afforded  for  poaching  than 
existed  under  the  present.  He  had  ne 
objection  to  so  much  of  the  bill  as 
rendered  the  sale  of  game  legal ;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  require 
that  every  person  selling  game  should 
take  out  a  licence  for  that  ptupose* 


M9 


Soman  Catholic  Claims. 


AnuL6y  1M7, 


!»7» 


Lord  Sufield  begged  to  express  his  dis- 
tent from  the  view  which  the  learned  lord 
took  of  this  subject.  The  learned  lord 
had  talked  of  qualifications.  Now,  he 
contended^  that  they  were  not  qualifica- 
tions, bat  disqualifications,  and  Uiat  they 
were  replete  with  injustice,  as  well  as 
mischief. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  observed, 
that  the  first  clause  of  the  bill  went  to  repeal 
all  the  laws  that  had  hitherto  been  enacted 
00  this  subject.  Now,  it  was  rather  strange 
that,  if  those  laws  had  been  so  destructive 
in  their  operation  as  they  had  been  de- 
scribed to  be,  there  should  have  been  no 
petitions  presented  against  them.  What- 
ever might  have  been  their  effect  in  pro- 
ducing crime,  he  considered  that  the 
Present  bill  was  calculated  to  increase  it. 
le  did  not  disapprove,  however,  of  the 
principle,  that  the  sale  of  game  ought  to 
be  permitted  by  law.  It  would  be  desirable 
that  those  who  were  at  the  expense  of 
feeding  it,  should,  when  a  quantity  of  it 
was  killed,  have  those  around  them  who 
might  be  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  so  much 
as  was  given  to  them.  Indeed,  one  of  the 
greatest  pleasures  derived  from  the  pos« 
session  of  game  was  that  of  making 
presents  of  it  to  friends  or  tenants.  To 
that  part  of  the  bill,  therefore,  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  agree.  But  the  clause 
DOW  before  the  committee  was  so  replete 
with  experiments  (indeed,  this  was  the 
era  of  experiments,  for  we  had  experiments 
in  free  com,  free  trade,  and  a  free  system 
of  navigation  laws),  that  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  oppose  it,  and  he  trusted 
that,  like  other  experiments,  it  would 
fail. 

Lord  Whamcliffe  assured  the  noble 
marqub,  that  he  would  find  himself  in  a 
piiserable  minority  in  the  country,  what- 
ever he  might  here,  in  his  attempt  to  up- 
bold  the  present  system  of  qualifications ; 
which  were  in  violation  of  every  notion  of 
common  justice.  Was  it  justice  that, 
when  game  came  upon  another  man's  land, 
and  were  fed  upon  it,  he  was  not  to  have 
any  claim  to  it  ?  He  contended,  that  the 
present  bill  did  not  give  any  new  rights, 
but  only  confirmed  those  which  existed,  and 
quoted  lord  Coke,  and  other  authorities 
to  show  that  the  old  law  gave  a  man  a 
qualified  property  in  the  game  on  his  own 
land. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  did  not  approve 
of  the  existing  system  of  qualifications, 
but*  at  the  same  time,  he  was  not  prepared 


j  to  say  that  be  considered  the  one  pro* 
vided  by  the  present  bill  a  change  for  the 
better.  He  would,  however,  reserve  his 
opinion  upon  the  general  principle  of  the 
bill  until  the  third  reading.  With  respect 
to  the  decisions  of  lord  Coke,  that  great 
authority,  like  many  others,  was  contra- 
dicted in  some  most  important  doctrines, 
and  many  of  his  decisions  were  not  law  at 
this  day.  For  himself,  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  law  gave  a  man  an  action  of  trover 
a^inst  a  person  who  killed  a  pheasant  on 
his  land,  because  it  was  on  his  land ;  not- 
withstanding the  authorities  referred  to  by 
the  noble  lord.  The  great  circumstance 
on  which  the  bill  was  founded ;  namely, 
the  increase  of  crime,  was  owing  to  the 
introduction  of  battues ;  and  if  their  lord- 
ships did  not  find  some  means  of  destroy- 
ing these  battues,  they  might  as  well  say 
that  the  moon  shall  not  shine,  as  that 
there  shall  not  be  poachers. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  that  the 
present  Game -laws  were  most  unjust  in  their 
operation.  As  to  the  effect  apprehend- 
ed from  the  bill  before  the  committee, 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  the  de- 
struction of  the  game,  there  was  just  as 
much  reason  to  apprehend  it  at  present ; 
because  any  man  who  now  chose  to  de- 
stroy the  game,  might  do  so  by  laying 
poison  in  his  field,  which  the  law  did  not 
prevent  him  from  doing.  He  considered 
the  whole  system  of  our  Game-laws  so 
objectionable,  that  he  would  vote  for  any 
alteration  in  them  which  might  be  pro- 
posed.' It  was  not  by  law  that  game  was 
now  protected,  but  by  an  armed  force. 

The  clause  was  agreed  tO|  and  the 
House  resumed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 
Friday,  April  6. 

Roman  Catholic  Claims.]  Admiral 
Sotheron  presented  a  petition  firom  Not* 
tingham,  signed  by  upwards  of  one  thou- 
sand individuals,  against  any  further  con- 
cessions to  Roman  Catholics. 

The  Marquis  of  Chandos  took  that 
opportunity  of  putting  a  question  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  the 
Attorney-general  for  Ireland.  Two  or 
three  years  ago,  an  act  had  been  passed 
for  putting  doWn  the  Catholic  Association. 
Now,  it  was  notorious  that  that  body  had, 
in  defiance  of  that  act,  continued  their 
meetings,  and  assumed,  in  all  their  pro* 
I  ceedings,  the  stamp  and  character  of  a 
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legislative  body.  He  took  ii  for  granted, 
that  if  the  act  to  which  he  had  referred 
were  carried  into  effect,  this  ground  of 
complaint  would  be  at  an  end.  Now,  he 
wished  to  know  from  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, why  the  act  in  question  was  not 
carried  into  effect?  Seeing  that  it  had 
not  been»  he  wished  to  know  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  whether  it  was  his 
intention,  in  the  present  session,  to  pro- 
pose any  other  measure  of  a  similar  ten- 
dency. 

•  Sir  William  Plunkett  said,  that  if  the 
noble  lord  put  that  question  to  him,  in 
his  individual  capacity,  as  a  member  of 
parliament,  he  would  answer  it  by  saying, 
that  the  act  spoken  of  was  not  introduced 
by  him,  though  it  had  his  full  concurrence 
and  support,  as  well  as  that  of  the  noble 
lord  himself.  When  tlie  noble  lord  in- 
quired of  him,  whether  or  not  it  was  his 
intention  to  propose  to  parliament  any 
additional  regulations,  or  to  introduce  any 
new  act  of  the  kind,  he  had  only  to  reply 
that  he  had  no  such  intention.  If  the 
latter  question  were  put  to  him  as  an 
humble  individual,  belonging  to  the  Irish 
government,  instead  of  answering  it,  he 
would  refer  the  noble  lord  to  his  right 
hon.  friends  near  him,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  and  the 
Secretary  to  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
who  would  give  to  him  such  answers  as 
they  thought  proper.  The  noble  lord  had 
been  kind  enough  to  apprise  him  of  his 
intention  of  putting  these  questions  ;  and 
he  begged  to  offer  his  thanks  for  that 
courtesy,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  must 
say,  that  the  question  which  called  on 
him  to  state  why  he  did  not  carry  into 
effect  the  act  referred  to,  was  a  question 
that  implied  the  affirmation  of  a  distinct 
proposition,  aivd  one  which  should  not 
come  before  the  House  in  the  form  of  a 
question.  Whenever  the  noble  lord  thought 
right  to  bring  it  before  the  House  in  its 
proper  form,  and  to  make  a  motion  on 
the  subject,  he  should,  so  far  as  he  ;^as 
concerned,  be  prepared  to  meet  it;  ift 
doing  which  he  should  certainly  feel  no 
difficulty.  He  could  assure  the  noble 
lord,  that  if  he  had  to  perfonn  the  arduous 
task  of  instituting,  or  forbearing  to  in- 
stitute, proceedings,  he  would  find  abun- 
dant occupation,  without  having  to  meet 
every  casual  question  that  hon.  members 
might  think  proper  to  put.  He  had  only 
further  to  observe,  that  there  was  no  act 
wliich  he  had  doot  o^  forborne  to  do^  in 
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reference  to  this  statute,  which  did  not 
receive  the  full  sanction  of  every  branch 
of  his  majesty's  government,  on  both  sides 
of  the  water. 

General  Gascayne  thought,  that  the 
answers  given  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
were  by  no  means  satisfactory,  and  trusted 
that  the  noble  lord  would  not  rest  content 
with  them,  but  would  bring  the  subject 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Colonel  Trench  said,  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  Association  had  assumed  to  itself 
the  powers  which  belonged  to  the  Crown 
and  government.  The  Attorney-general  of 
Ireland  had  not,  however,  thought  it  right 
to  take  those  steps,  which,  under  the 
authority  of  the  bill  in  question,  would 
have  enabled  him  to  put  down  the  Asso- 
ciation. He  spoke  the  opinions  of  the 
majority  in  Ireland,  when  he  said  that  the 
bill,  if  properly  carried  into  effect,  was 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.  It  had  often 
been  stated  in  that  House,  that  Catholic 
emancipation  was  the  remedy  for  all  the 
evils  of  Ireland.  This  he  denied.  He 
firmly  believed  that  even  the  discussion  of 
the  question  would  prove  a  ground  of 
further  dispute  and  contest  [*^  Question  ! 
question !  "f.  He  would  not  trespass  upon 
the  House  many  minutes.  He  wished  to 
say  a  few  words,  because  he  believed  that 
Catholic  emancipation  was  no  remedy  for 
the  calamities  of  Ireland.  He  would  not 
take  more  than  five  minutes.  He  would 
shew  what  were  the  remedies  for  the  evib 
under  which  Ireland  laboured.  In  what 
state  was  Ireland  ?  They  were-  told,  from 
the  highest  authority,  that  Ireland  was  in 
a  most  disturbed  state,  owing  to  the  opera- 
tious  of  the  Catholic  Association,  and  to 
the  violent  and  inflammatory  speeches  that 
were  uttered  by  its  members,  as  well  as 
elsewhere.  They  had  heard  a  right  hon. 
•  and  learned  member  of  the  Irish  govem- 
1  ment  say,  that  Ireland  was  in  a  disturbed 
state.  ''  The  state  of  Ireland,"  said  the 
hon.  colonel,  *'  is  this — ^here  lie  the  com- 
I  bustibles,  and  there  stands  the  man  with 
the  match  in  his  hand"  [cheers  and 
laughter,  with  cries  of  name,  name].  He 
should  use  his  own  discretion  as  to  naming 
the  gentleman  to  whom  he  alluded.  He 
bore  no  personal  ill  will  to  any  individual 
in  that  House;  but  he  was  not  one  of 
those  who  could  deposit  all  his  feelingv, 
and  lay  them  aside  the  moment  he  left 
the  House.  They  would  still  cling  round 
his  heart.  A  system  of  kindness  and 
firmnesi  on  the  part  of  government  would 
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allay  the  ferment  of  Ireland ;  but  the  in- 
flammatory speeches  to  which  he  alluded 
would  set  the  combustible  matter  in  a 
flame.  The  Catholics  were  told,  that 
they  were  merely  tools,  and  objects  of  de- 
gradation. They  were  further  told,  that 
in  England  such  ill  treatment  would  not 
be  met  by  idle  murmurs  and  vain  com- 
plaints, but  would  be  resisted  with  energy 
and  effect.  Those  who  knew  the  tempera- 
ment of  the  Irish  people,  could  only  use 
such  language  from  a  wish  to  make  them 
burst  out  into  acts  of  violence.  In  1 798, 
it  was  said  that  the  government  had  caused 
the  Irish  Rebellion,  for  the  sake  of  carry- 
ing the  Union.  A  similar  intention  must 
be  equally  imputed  to  individuals  at  the 
present  moment;  if  persons  believed  in 
th^ir  extreme  zeal  in  the  cause.  The 
Catholics  were  excited  to  the  highest  de- 
gree, in  order  to  carry  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion [murmurs,  and  cries  of  question  ! 
order,  order !]  Gentlemen  called  upon 
him  to  deviate  from  his  own  intentions. 
He  should  not  listen  to  their  suggestions ; 
which  were  only  designed  to  betray  him 
into  that  impetuosity,  which,  from  his 
intercourse  with  Ireland,  he  might  be 
prone  to  fall  into.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  name  the  person  to  whom  he 
alluded ;  every  man  who  heard  him  very 
well  understood  the  allusion. — He  held  in 
his  hand  a  paper  which  had  cost  him 
much  labour.  When  he  saw  that  eman- 
cipation would  but  aggravate  the  evils  of 
Ireland,  he  was  disposed  to  state  a  simple 
and  obvious  remedy,  which  might,  in  the 
common  course  of  events,  be  applied  each 
successive  day,  and  which  would  take 
away  the  sting  from  that  which  did  so 
much  mischief.  He  thought  it  most  ad- 
visable that  the  people  of  Ireland  should 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  in  which  they 
were  at  present  placed.  He  had  several 
measures  to  propose,  which,  he  thought, 
would  tend  greatly  to  the  pacification  and 
prosperity  of  Ireland.  First,  he  would 
propiose  to  put  down  the  Catholic  Associa- 
tion. This,  he  thought,  might  be  easily 
done,  by  the  proper  application  even  of  the 
existing  laws.  Secondly,  he  would  pro- 
pose the  employment  of  the  poor  by  go- 
vernment for  a  limited  period.  By  this 
means  the  people  woula  be  trained  to 
habits  of  industry,  and  capital  would,  in  a 
sliort  time,  find  its  way  into,  and  might  be 
beneficially  employed  in,  Ireland.  Next, 
he  would  educate  the  people  of  Ireland. 
Here  he  should  merely  mention  the  word 


Education,  and  content  himself  with  throw- 
ing it  out  as  a  suggestion  to  his  majesty's 
government.  Fourthly,  he  would  take 
measures  to  improve  the  agriculture  of  Ire- 
land ;  which,  he  feared,  was  not  likely  to 
be  benefitted  by  the  present  system.  That 
system  might  ao  good  in  America,  but  for 
Ireland  he  doubted  whether  it  would  do 
anything,  except  increase  existing  evils. 
He  would  pay  the  Catholic  clergy,  and 
pay  them  liberally,  out  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  by  that  means  establish  a 
golden  link  between  them  and  the  Crown. 
Next  he  would  alter  the  elective  franchise. 
He  only  threw  this  out  as  a  hint,  and 
would  not  enter  into  details  at  present, 
further  than  saying,  that  the  existing  sys- 
tem under  which  that  franchbe  was  exer- 
cised, was  full  of  the  grossest  and  most 
flagrant  abuses.  He  would  appoint  a 
governor  in  each  county  in  Ireland.  Hav- 
ing gone  thus  far,  he  had  done  [cries  of 
hear,  hear !  and  laughter.]  He  had  done 
with  the  state  of  Ireland.  But  he  must 
observe,  that  more  had  been  done  in  that 
country  during  the  short  administration  of 
lord  Wellesley,  than  had  been  done  for 
ages  before.  Much  had  been  done,  and 
much  might  still  be  done  for  Ireland  ;  but 
it  was  too  much  to  see  the  law  ofiScers  of 
the  Crown  standing  with  their  arms  fold- 
ed, when  they  should  exert  themselves  in 
putting  down  those  who  disturbed  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  that  country 
[hear,  hear  !  and  a  laugh  from  both  sides 
of  the  House.]  There  existed  in  Ireland 
an  association  decidedly  illegal,  and  he 
hoped  and  trusted  that  it  would  yet  be 
put  down.  [Here  the  groaning,  which  had 
been  regularly,  set  up,  as  the  gallant 
colonel  came  to  the  end  of  each  of  his 
sentences,  was  continued  to  the  end  of  his 
speech  without  intermission.  It  was  totally 
dissimilar  from  the  coughing  which  usually 
takes  place  when  the  House  wishes  to 
show  that  it  is  tired  of  attending  to  any 
particular  speaker.  A  long  drawling  cry 
of  *'  Oh  !  oh  !"  began  at  one  end  of  the 
opposition  benches,  and  ran  on  to  the 
other.  The  regularity  with  which  the  cry 
rose  and  fell  as  the  gallant  colonel  pro- 
ceeded with  his  speech,  created  consider- 
able laughter,  and  completely  drowned  the 
voice  of  the  hon.  member.] 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  rose,  for  the  purpose 
of  deprecating  tne  continuance  of  a  discus- 
sion of  which  no  notice  had  been  given, 
and  the  occurrence  of  which  could  scarcely 
have  been  anticipated  on  an  occasion  like 
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tl^e  present ;  namely,  that  of  preaeatin^  a 
petition  on  the  subject  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  claims^  Certainly,  be  could  not 
have  imagined  that  the  hon.  member  who 
spoke  last  would  have  adverted  to  any  one 
of  the  numerous  topics  which  he  had 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House  in 
a  manner  so  irregular ;  and,  he  might  be 
permitted  to  add,  so  premature  and  un- 
called for.  The  hon.  member  had  referred, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  to  the  Catholic 
association — the  subject  of  education — ^the 
payment  of  the  Catholic  clergy  by  the 
Crown — ^the  determination  of  the  Catholic 
question — the  present  state  of  the  elective 
nranchise — and  the  improvement  of  Irish 
agriculture.  Now,  he  had  not  seen  the 
petition  which  had  given  rise  to  this  ex- 
tensive choice  of  subjects  by  the  hon. 
member ;  neither  was  he  in  the  House  at 
the  time  when  it  was  presented ;  but  he 
confessed  he  was  not  a  little  curious  to 
see  it,  in  order  to  see  whether  or  not  it 
contained  as  gr^at  a  diversity  of  topics  as 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  member.  If  it  did, 
it  must,  indeed,  be  a  most  extraordinary 
document  When  it  had  been  laid  down 
by  the  chair,  as  in  the  present  instance  it 
had,  that  hon.  members  were  precluded 
from  sdluding  to  any  thing  which  was  not 
contained  within  the  four  comers  of  the 
petition,  he  thought  that  this  must  be  a 
most  extraordinary  one.  However,  he  was 
rather  disposed  to  consider  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  member  in  the  light  of  a  record 
of  his  opinions  and  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
jects in  question ;  and  he  assured  the  hon. 
member,  that  he  intended  him  not  the 
slightest  disresp^t,  when  he  deprecated 
such  a  discussion  as  his  speech  was  cal- 
culated to  excite.  He  haa  risen  princi- 
palljr  for  the  purpose  of  deprecating  the 
continuance  of  the  discussion ;  but,  before 
he  sat  down,  he  would  advert  to  another 
subject.  It  arose  out  of  the  question 
which  had  been  put  by  the  noble  marquis 
relative  to  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
against  the  Roman  Catholic  Association. 
It  was  difficult  to  answer  a  question  of  that 
kind ;  but  what  he  meant  to  state  was  this ; 
namely,  that  the  subject  was  one  for  which 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  were  not  ex- 
clusively responsible.  True  it  was,  the 
law  could  not  be  enforced  without  first 
obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  on 
the  subject;  but  when  that  opinion  was 
given,  it  was  also  a  question  of  discretion 
as  to  putting  the  law  in  force,  which  rested 
as  much  wiUi  the  government  as  with  the 
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legal  officers  of  the  Crown.  It  was,  there* 
fore,  but  justice  to  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  Attorney-general  for  Ireland,  to  say, 
that  if  any  responsibility  was  attached  to 
the  government,  in  regard  to  the  enforce- 
ment or  non-enforcement  of  the  law,  quite 
as  much  of  that  responsibility  attached 
itself  to  the  mdividual  who  might  hold  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  as  to  his  majesty's  Attorney-* 
general,  or  any  other  of  the  ostensible 
law  advisers  of  the  Crown.  He  felt  bound 
also  to  say,  that  hitherto,  between  all  the 
parties  alluded  to,  the  most  perfect  agree^ 
ment  had  existed  in  regard  to  this  subject^ 
and  that  their  unanimous  opinion  was, 
that,  up  to  the  present  period,  no  circum- 
stances had  occurred,  which  rendered  it 
advisable  to  enforce  the  law  against  the 
Roman  Catholic  Association.  Having 
concurred  in  this  opinion,  and  in  the  pro- 
priety of  following  the  course  which  it 
dictated,  he  thought  it  right  thus  publicly 
to  avow  his  participation  in  it;  and  he 
should  only  add,  that  in  state  prosecutions 
for  libel,  or  for  any  other  offence,  he  had 
never  found  his  right  hon.  friend,  the 
Attorney-general  for  Ireland,  deviating 
from  that  line  of  conduct  which  it  was 
correct  to  pursue.  He  had  never  knowa 
that  right  honourable  individual  to  prose- 
cute, or  to  abstain  from  prosecuting,  public 
offenders,  on  account  of  the  speculative 
opinions  which  they  might  entertain,  or 
the  party  to  which  they  belonged. 

Sir  William  Plunkett  observed,  that  so 
far  as  any  individual  responsibility  could 
be  supposed  to  attach  to  him,  arising  out 
of  the  question  which  had  been  put  by  the 
noble  lord  opposite,  or  the  observations 
which  were  made  by  the  honourable 
colonel,  perhaps  the  House  might  think 
that  he  was  relieved  from  the  necessity  of 
saying  any  thing,  by  the  manly  declaration 
of  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, and  the  unequivocal  testimony  which 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  borne  to 
the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  law  officers  in 
Ireland.  On  that  topic,  therefore,  he 
should  not  add  another  word.  But  the 
House  might  think  it  extraordinary  if  he 
were  to  permit  some  observations,  which 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member  who  spoke 
last  but  one  in  the  discussion,  to  go  with- 
out a  reply.  The  hon.  member  had  thought 
fit  to  allude,  in  a  most  pointed  manner, 
to  a  speech  which  he  (sir  W.  Plunkett) 
had  made  about  three  weeks  ago  in  that 
House,  on  die  subject  of  the  Roman  Car 
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tholic  chhns ;  and  it  was,  peHiaps,  owing 
to  the  impetuosity  of  temper,  of  which  the 
hon.  member  claimed  the  benefit,  that  he 
had  withheld  his  remarks  on  a  speech, 
which,  be  it  good  or  bad,  was  delivered  at 
the  period  mentioned,  until  the  present 
moment.  Notwithstanding  tfie  hon.  mem** 
ber's  impetuosity,  he  had  tameW  held  back, 
while  he  (sir  William),  according  to  the 
hon.  gentleman,  was  about  to  apply  a 
match  to  the  gunpowder  and  other  com- 
bustible materials  collected  in  Ireland  by 
means  of  his  dmgerous  and  inflammatory 
speech.  It  was  not  till  three  weeks  had 
elapsed,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  came 
forward  with  the  lightning  which  was  to 
electrify  the  House  and  the  country,  while 
it  involved  tx^h  in  a  common  conflagration 
[hear,  and  laughter].  Now  if  the  hon. 
gent1emaii*s  memory  had  kept  pace  with 
his  impetuosity,  he  must  have  perceived 
how  grossly  he  had  misrepresented  him,  in 
attributing  to  him  actions,  motives,  and 
doctrines,  from  which,  he  trusted,  the 
whole  course  of  his  life  had  been  such,  as 
to  render  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  defend 
himself  on  this  occasion.  He  repeated, 
that  the  misapprehension  exhibited  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  had  been  as  great  as  his 
charges  against  him  were  disorderly ;  and 
he  hoped  it  was  unnecessary  to  refute 
them.  If  there  existed  any  person,  who, 
having  ever  interested  himself  in  what  was 
calledthe  Catholic  Question  in  that  House, 
or  having  been  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  Roman  Catholics,  could  appeal  to  his 
uniform  language  and  conduct  both  in  and 
out  of  that  House,  to  prove  the  correctness 
of  his  sentiments  and  actions  in  regard  to 
that  subject,  he  hoped  that,  without 
running  the  risk  of  being  considered  a  self*- 
eulogist,  he  might  staeXy  appeal  to  his 
whole  course  of  conduct,  in  relation  to  the 
Roman  Catholics;  to  whom  his  advice 
had  invariably  been,  that  it  was  only  by 
submission,  and  obedience  to  the  laws, 
diat  they  could  hoj>e  to  attain  the  obiect 
which  they  had  in  view.  In  the  speech  to 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded, 
that  was  the  language  which  had  been 
distinctly  held  by  ham;  and  he  should  now 
crave  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what 
he  did  say  on  the  occasion.  When  it  had 
been  argued  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
pressed  their  claims  with  violence  and 
clamour,  he  had  asked  the  House  to  con- 
aider  the  value  of  the  privileges  of  which 
they  had  been  deprivea,  and  the  lestorsr 
tion  of  which  they  sought.    For  the  pur- 


pose of  impressing  upon  die  House  the 
value  and  importance  of  the  privileges  in 
question,  he  had  put  this  case— ''  If  any 
attempt  were  made  to  deprive  the  Protes- 
tant inhabitants  of  this  country  of  their 
liberties  or  privileges,  how  would  they  feel  V* 
He  now  repeated  the  observation  he  had 
then  made ;  namely,  that ''  they  held  their 
privileges  dearer  than  their  lives,  and 
would    make    correspondent    eflbrts    to 
retain  them."    He  did  not  know  in  what 
manner  the  *^  impetuosity''  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  caused  him  to  consider  the 
subject.     He  could  not  know  what  passed 
in  the  hon.  gentleman's  mind;  and  he 
claimed  no  sympathy  in  his  feelings ;  but 
of  this  he  was  sure,  that  there  was  no  man 
who  had  an  English  heart  in  his  bosom, 
who  did  not  respond  to  the  argument  he 
had  made  use  of  upon  that  occasion ; 
namely,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
would  never  tamely  endure  the  privileges 
of  choosing  their  representatives,  and  taking 
a  share  in  the  formation  of  the  laws  which 
were  to  govern  them,  to  be  taken  from 
them.     He  had  not  insinuated  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  were  justified  in  appeal- 
ing to  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
the  ]3rivileges  they  sought  to  obtain — far 
from  it.     What  he  had  said  was,  that,  "  if 
any  attempt  were  made  to  withdraw  from 
the  English  people  their  share  in  making 
and  administering  the  laws,  they  would  not 
content  themselves  with  idle  mutmurings 
—their  indignation  would  be,  *  Ira  leonum 
vincla  recusantum.' "    This   he  did  not 
apply  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
who  were  applying  for  the  repeal  of  exist- 
ing laws,  but  to  the  people  of  England, 
arrayed  in  the  defence  of  their  estaUbhed 
institutions.    The  course  for  the  Catholics 
to  adopt  was  one  of  quietness,  obedience 
to  the  laws,  and  respectful  application  to 
the  legislature  for  relief;  and  of  his  opinion 
on  this  subject,  the  Roman  Catholics  were 
perfectly  aware.    He  had  repeatedly  told 
them,  that  they  had  already  been  relieved 
from  many  disabilities,  by  adopting  this 
line  of  conduct ;  and  it  was  only  by  con- 
tinuing the  same  course,  that  they  could 
hope  to  attain  the  remainder  of   their 
object.     On  this  subject,  his  opinion,  and 
the  language  in  which  he  had  expressed  it, 
had  been  uniform  and  unvarying.    He  did 
not  know  whether  that  had  been  the  case 
with  the  hon.  memben  It  was  true,  public 
rumour  might  have  deceived  him  on  the 
subject;  but,  if  the  holding  of  dangerous 
opbwus  was  an  adequate  reason  for  ex« 
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.eluding  the  RoxnaD  Catholics  from  tlie 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges  which  they 
sought,  then,  he  apprehended,  that  what 
.the  hon.  member, would  now,  doubtless, 
designate  as  very  dangerous  opinions, 
were  once  held  by  the  hon.  member  him- 
self [cheers].  He  did  not  know,  nor 
did  he  care  to  ascertain  the  reason  of,  the 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  hon. 
gentleman's  mind ;  he  only  knew  that,  for 
himself,  he  had  always  held  and  expressed, 
but  one  class  of  sentiments  on  the  subject. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
craving  the  pardon  of  the  House,  for  tres- 
passing so  far  on  their  attention ;  at  the 
same  time  that  he  expressed  his  convic- 
tion, that  he  should  have  been  wanting  to 
himself,  if  he  had  passed  over  the  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  gentleman  in  silence. 

Colonel  Trench  said,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to'  this  subject,  in  order  that  hon.  members 
might  turn  their  attention  to  the  matter 
during  the  recess.  When  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  delivered  the 
speech  to  which  he  alluded,  upon  the 
Catholic  question,  he  thought  he  was  list- 
ening to  another  learned  gentleman  in 
smother  place.  Mr.  O'Counell,  the  learned 
gentleman  to  whom  he  alluded,  had  lately 
written  a  very  sensible  letter  to  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholics,  recommending  them  to 
preserve  peace  and  quietness;  but  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman in  that  House,  upon  a  recent  occa- 
sion, yfBB,  in  his  view,  more  deserving  of 
prosecution  than  was  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Sheill,  which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  recently  been  roused  to 
prosecute.  He  did  not  know  much  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
save  by  the  reputation  of  his  eloquence 
and  celebrity  as  a  public  man,  and  the 
excellence  of  his  character  in  private  life ; 
but  he  felt  called  upon  as  an  Irishman 
and  an  honest  man,  to  take  the  course  he 
had  done  upon  that  occasion.  As  to  his 
change  of  opinion  upon  this  question,  he 
freely  avowed  it.  He  admitted  that,  in 
1812,  be  was  a  strenuous  advocate  for 
Catholic  emancipation.  In  advocating 
that  question  he  had  quarrelled  with  some 
of  his  nearest  and  dearest  friends.  But 
he  was  not  then  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  real  state  of  Ireland.  He  now 
possessed  some  property  in  that  country. 
He  had  for  years  been  a  daily  witness  of 
the  evils  which  arose  from  the  system  pur- 
sued by  the  Irbh  Catholics  and  their  ad- 
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vocates,  and  he  was  now  a  conscientious 
opponent  of  their  claims. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Chakge  of  Ministry.]  Sir  E. 
Knatchbull  rose  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  suggestion  to  the  hon.  baronet  near  him ; 
a  suggestion  which  he  hoped  would  have 
the  effect  of  inducing  him  to  withdraw  his 
notice  of  that  motion  which  had  excited 
so  much  interest  in  the  country.  He 
thought  that,  when  he  referred  to  circum- 
stances which  all  the  world  knew,  the  hon. 
baronet  would  see  in  those  circumstances 
sufficient  to  justify  him  in  requesting  the 
hon.  baronet  to  withdraw  his  motion  alto- 
gether, and  that,  too,  without  questioning 
either  the  propriety  of  the  motion,  or  the 
soundness  of  judgment  which  the  hon. 
baronet  had  exerci^d  in  framing  it. 

Sir  T.  Gooch  agreed  with  the  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  the  hon.  member  for  Kent ; 
and  he  trusted  that  the  hon.  member  for 
Somersetshire,  taking  into  consideration 
the  circumstances  to  which  allusion  had 
been  made,  would  withdraw  his  motion^ 
At  present,  it  could  liot  be  brought  for- 
ward either  with  benefit  to  the  country  or 
to  the  House.  The  hon.  baronet  who  had 
proposed  the  motion  must  be  aware  of 
what  every  one  else  knew ;  namely,  that 
his  majesty  was  in  town,  and  that,  if  the 
new  administration  had  not  actually  been 
formed,  matters  were  in  a  train  for  settle- 
ment. 

Sir  T.  Lethbridge  said,  he  must  confess 
that  what  he  had  heard  from  his  two  hon. 
friends  had  made  some  impression  upon 
him.  The  observations  they  had  made 
had  thrown  him  into  a  situatioa  of  great 
difficulty ;  and  he  could  hardly  say  at  that 
moment  what  course  he  should  determine 
to  pursue.  He  could  assure  them,  that 
he  was  always  most  anxious  to  submit  his 
opinion  to  the  judgment  of  others ;  and 
if,  upon  this  occasion,  he  could  ascertain 
the  sense  of  the  House,  he  would  adopt 
it ;  but  he  had  no  means  of  doing  so. 
^o  one  valued  the  judgment  of  his  two 
hon.  friends  more  than  he  did,  but  he  con- 
fessed he  could  not,  on  this  occasion,  at 
once  determine  to  follow  their  advice.  He 
entertained  a  due  sense  of  the  nature  of 
the  motion ;  which,  he  was  well  aware, 
involved  a  matter  of  great  delicacy  and 
importance.  Many  of  his  majesty's  minb- 
ters  were  now  in  the  House ;  and,  if  he 
could  understand  from  them  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  motion  of  whidi 
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he  had  given  notice — that  the  royal  pre- 
rogative had  been  exercised — and  that  the 
administration  was  actually  formed — he 
should  abstain  from  pressing  it  upon  the 
House.  But,  unless  he  had  some  inform- 
ation of  that  kind,  he  should  be  obliged 
to  bring  it  forward,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  House.  He 
was  sorry  that  his  motion  should  have  the 
effect  of  militating  against  any  arrange- 
ments that  might  have  been  entered  into ; 
but  he  could  not  compromise  any  opinion 
which-  he  entertained.  Without  some 
assurance  that  the  new  administration  was 
entirely  formed,  or  wholly  agreed  on,  or 
that  it  was*  about  to  be  formed,  he  should 
be  compelled  to  press  his  motion ;  and  he 
hoped  that,  through  the  means  of  that 
motion,  information  which  would  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  House  might  be  obtain- 
ed, or,  at  least,  that  the  ministers  would 
favour  the  House  with  some  notice  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  if  he 
understood  aright  the  propositions  of  the 
hoo.  baronet  opposite,  they  amounted,  in 
effect,  to  this,  that  whereas  the  hon.  baro- 
net had  given  a  notice  which,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, he  thought  right,  for  cariying'up 
to  the  Thrt)ne  the  opinions  of  that  House, 
as  to  the  principles  on  which  an  adminis- 
tration ought  to  be  formed,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  withdraw  that  motion,  or  at  least 
to  desist  now  from  pressing  it  upon  the 
House,  if  he  learned  that  an  adipinistra- 
tion  either  was,  or  was  on  the  eve  of  being, 
formed.  Now,  as  to  the  fact  whether 
there  were  any  arrangements  in  progress, 
he  should  have  thought,  that  those  circum- 
stances which  he  stated  a  few  days  since, 
and  the  fact  of  his  majesty's  arrival  in 
town  that  day,  would  have  afforded  a  suf- 
ficient ground  for  the  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretion of  any  honourable  member.  But, 
certainly,  he  must  say,  that  he  was  as 
much  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  argu- 
ments on  which  the  hon.  baronet  was  now 
prepared  to  withdraw  the  motion,  as  he 
had  before  been  to  comprehend  the  rea- 
sons on  which  the  hon.  baronet  had  been 
induced  to  make  it.  If  the  hon.  baronet 
really  thought  the  advice  of  the  House 
was  necessary  in  the  formation  of  an  ad- 
ministration, surelv  nothing  short  of  the 
actual  formation  oi  that  administration — 
nothing  short  of  the  fact  of  his  counsel 
coming  too  late — could  logically  and  reason- 
ably form  a  justification  for  his  withdraw- 
ing his  motion.    It  was  jrhimsical  enough 


that  he  should  say,  as  say  he  did  in  effect,  ■ 
that  he  would  bring  forward  his  motion  if 
he  was  too  late,  or  he  would  withhold  it 
if  he  was  in  time  [hear  I  and  a  laugh].. 
The  hon.  baronet  must  judge  for  himself 
as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue ;  but  he 
was  bound  in  honesty  and  in  candour  lo 
tell  the  hon.  baronet,  that  the  arrange-' 
ments  had  not  so  far  advanced  as  to  afford' 
him  the  excuse  that  he  must  withdraw  his 
motion — for  he  was  not  yet  too  late. 

Sir  T,  Lethbridge  certainly  wanted  no* 
excuse  to  withdraw  the  motion.    As  the' 
right  hon.  gentleman  had   afforded  the 
House  no  information  on  the  subject,  he 
should  feel  bound- to  press  his  motion. 

Colonel  Wood  was  about  to  explain  the 
reason  which  had  induced  him  to  present' 
himself  to  the  House,  but  the  cries  of 
"  Order,  order !  Chair,  chair  l"  were  so 
loud  as  to  compel  him  to  resume  his  seat.  • 

The  Speaker  then  said,  that  the  House' 
could  not  fail  to  observe  the  inconvenience 
of  proceeding  with  this  discussion.     Not 
only  was   there  no  question  before  the 
House,  but  when  the  hon.  member  for' 
Somersetshire  had  been  asked,  in  no  very* 
concise  manner,  to  withdraw  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  he  had  dis-* 
tinctly  declined  doing  so ;  and  the  hon. 
member  would,  therefore,  see  the  necessity' 
of  postponing  any  observations  he  might 
have  to '  make,  until  that  motion  came 
regularly  before  the  House. 

« 

Breach  of  Privilege — ^Threaten- 
ing Letters  sent  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Peel.]  The  Speaker  said,  he  had  to  call' 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  of 
some  importance,  inasmuch  as  it  involved 
deeply  the  privileges  of  the  House.  -He 
had  just  had  put  into  his  hands  three  let- 
ters, addressed  by  a  person  signing  himself. 
"  H.  C.  Jennings,'*  to  the  right  hon.  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart-' 
ment ;  in  the  first  of  which,  he  commented* 
on  part  of  a  speech  which  he  presumed  to 
have  been  made  two  or  three  nights  ago, 
by  that  right  hon.  member,  and  in  no  very 
courteous  terms  contradicted  its  asser- 
tions. The  second  letter  was  still  more 
violent ;  and  in  the  third,  written  this  day, 
he  declared  his  intention  of  making  an 
answer  to  the  right  hon.  member  from  the 
gallery  of  the  House.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  House  would  feel  that  as 
soon  as  the  matter  came  to  his  (the  Speak  • 
er's)  knowledge,  he  had  but  one  course 
to  pursue,  to  acquaint  the  House  with  it. 
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and  with    their   pennission,   the  letters 
should  now  be  read  by  the  clerk. 

The   Letters  were   then  read   by  Mr. 
Lee,  to  the  following  effect : — 

*^  Norfolk  Street,  Stnndy  Tuesday  Morning. 
''Sir;  I  was  in  the  gallery  of  the 
Howe  of  Ck>mmons  last  night,  and  heard 
you  say  I  had  written  to  you  to  state, 
that  some  of  the  jurors  on  the  coroner's 
inquest,  held  on  lieutenant  Devenish,  who 
died  in  the  Fleet  prison,  were  drunk  while 
on  the  jury.  I  beg  to  say  that  thb  state- 
ment is  totally  false ;  and  I  defy  you  to 
produce,  under  my  hand,  any  such  words, 
for  I  never  wrote  such  a  statement  to  you. 
I  heard  you  say,  that  Mr.  Hume  was  de- 
ceived in  me ;  allow  me  to  say,  you  are 
deceived  in  me,  and  not  Mr.  Hume.  My 
intention  and  motives  are  pure.  May  the 
Almighty  Governor  of  the  Universe  re- 
ward or  punish  me,  according  to  the  truth 
of  my  statement  to  you  regarding  abuses 
in  the  Fleet  prison.  I  will  bring  &is  mat- 
ter before  the  puUic,  even  at  the  risk  of 
my  life;  and  I  earnestly  and  respectfully 
entreat  you  to  compassionate  those  poor 
men,  twenty-five  in  number,  who  signed 
the  petition  to  the  House.  My  own 
wrongs  I  buiy  in  oblivion.  I  advocate  the 
wrongs  of  others,  and  I  court  the  severest 
scrutiny  into  my  morals  and  character. 
Be  sure.  Sir,  some  day  all  the  facts  will 
come  out,  when  you  will  stand  convicted 
of  partiality  and  injustice. — I  am,  Sir, 
your  faithful,  humble  servant, 

*'  H.  C.  Jennings." 
"  The  Right  Hon.  Secretary  Peel." 

The  second  Letter  was  to  the  following 
effect: — 

<«  18  Norfolk  Street,  Stmnd,  April  B, 
''Sir;  I  had  hoped  to  have  had  the 
honour  of  a  reply  to  my  letter  of  yester- 
day; in  which  I  accused  you  of  having  stated 
circumstances  to  the  House  of  Commons 
highly  nrejudical  to  my  character,  as  it 
was  a  deliberate  folsehood ;  for  you  ut- 
tered it  not  in  the  heat  of  passion,  but 
with  a  grace  which  only  makes  the  offence 
more  deep,  but  deservmg  a  better  cause. 
Do  you  refuse  to  make  me  an  apology, 
because  I  have  just  been  released  from 
pison  ?  because  I  am  defenceless  and  in 
ill-health  ?  If  you  do,  I  pity  your  courage 
as  much  as  I  deplore  your  want  of  gene- 
rosity. To  attack  me  in  this  manner,  and 
under  my  circumstances ;  to  hold  me  up 
to  the  world,  and  debase  me  in  the  eyes  of 
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the  public,  and  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
is  a  moral  assassination^  and  I  envy  you 
not  the  triumph  obtained  over  truth  and 
misery,  by  such  base  and  unworthy  means, 
oflate  years  resorted  to  by  official  men.  But 
when  you  got  up,  and  stated  such  a  fabri- 
cation, I  coniess  I  was  hurt,  and  disap- 
pointed; as,  whatever  may  be  your  opi- 
nion of  my  character,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  forming  no  very  honourable  one  of 
yours,  unless  you  apologise  to  me ;  and  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  also  of  considering 
my  situation  in  society,  however  struck 
down  I  maybe,  as  more  desirable  than 
yours,  for  yon  shall  stand  at  the  bar  of 
the  public  a  detected  bar.  In  case  I  had 
written  such  words  as  you  stated  to  the 
House,  show  the  words,  prove  them  by  my 
handwriting.  I  defy  you  to  do  so ;  I  am 
incapable  of  saying  any  thing  agamst  any 
one's  character  that  is  &lse,  to  gain  any 
purpose  whatsoever ;  and  I  do  not  believe 
any  misfortune  would  so  far  corrupt  my 
heart,  or  degrade  my  mind,  as  to  make 
me  pursue  such  a  course.'^ 

The  third  Letter  was  to  the  toUomiag 
effect : — 

**  Sir ;  Finding  you  are  determined  n^t 
to  offer  me  any  apology  for  the  false  and 
injurious  statement  you  made  to  the  House 
of  Commons  and  the  public,  to  the  great 
prejudice  and  ruin  of  my  honour  and  cha- 
racter, I  shall,  therefore,  regardless  of  the 
result,  speak  to  you  from  the  gallery  of 
the  House,  as  my  life  is  a  curse  to  me 
under  the  present  affliction.  Your  honour 
demands  this  apology,  as  well  as  my  feel- 
ings ;  for  how  can  you  rise  in  the  House^ 
and  state  facts,  if  it  is  proved  against  you, 
you  have  told  a  wilful  falsehood  ?  This 
must  paralyse  every  power  you  have,  un- 
less you  defy  truth  and  justice,  you  will 
live  m  a  country  where  laws  are  not  dis- 
tributed equally  for  rich  and  poor  alike. 
I  am  determined  at  all  events  to  obtain 
the  reparation  I  demand.'' 

Mr.  Secretary  PeW  said,  he  should  per- 
haps be  excused  for  stating  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  had  transmitted 
these  letters  to  the  Speaker.  As  he  had 
received  the  last  of  tfiem  at  four  o'clock 
that  day,  he  thought  it  possible,  from  wluil 
was  therem  stated,  that  a  breach  of  deco- 
rum might  be  committed,  and  he  hsd 
therefore  deemed  it  best  to  send  them  to 
the  Speaker.  He  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  communicating  with  the  right 
boa.  gentleman  upon  the  sutgect ;  and  te 
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supposed  that  the  right  hoo.  gentleman^ 
drawing  the  same  conclusions  as  he  had 
done  ^m  the  intimation  in  the  last  note, 
had  tliought  it  proper  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  matter.  He  wished 
to  take  that  opportunity  of  saying,  that 
the  impression  which  the  writer  seemed  to 
have  formed  concerning  what  he  had  said, 
was  certainly  erroneous.  When  the  hon. 
member  for  Aberdeen  had  brought  for- 
ward his  motion  on  the  state  of  the  prisons, 
he  (Mr.  Pee!)  had  stated,  that  he  had  cer- 
tainly received  a  great  many  c<Hnmunica- 
tions  on  the  subject,  from  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Jennings ;  and  he  supposed 
that  Mr.  Hume,  too^  must  hare  received 
communications  of  a  similar  nature ;  and 
if  he  had,  he  had  expressed  his  (pinion, 
that  that  hon.  gentleman  ought  not  to 
place  implicit  con6dencein  them,  for  that, 
m  his  opinion,  they  were  exceedingly  ex- 
aggerated, in  the  course  of  the  evening 
he  had  made  an  inquiry  into  the  statement, 
that  the  jury  assembled  on  lieut.  Devenish 
had  been  made  drunk,  and  had. sent  to 
the  chief  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas^ 
lirho  had  despatched  a  messenger  to  the 
prison,  and  had  found  on  inquiiy  that  the 
fltatement  was  not  true.  He  (Mr.  Peel) 
had  merely  stated  the  result  of  that  in- 

3uiry.  He  therefore  repeated,  that  Mr. 
ennings  seemed  to  be  labouring  under 
an  erroneous  impcession  as  to  what  had 
been  said.  Whatever  degree  of  lenity  the 
House  could  show  to  Mr.  Jennings,  of 
course  they  would  shew  him ;  but  if  he 
had  allowea  any  individual  to  tell  him,  as 
Mr.  Jennings  had  done,  that  lie  should 
make  an  address  from  the  gallery  of  the 
House,  and  had  not  communicated  the 
fact  to  the  House,  he  feared  that  he  should 
have  been  censured  for  negligence.  He 
wished  new  to  state  that  Mr.  Clayton  Jen- 
nings had  also  written  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Tuesday  night's  debate,  and  through 
some  misconstruction  of  what  had  been 
said,  seemed  to  imagine  that  he  had  been 
alluded  to.  To  correct  that  error,  he 
thought  it  only  necessary  to  say,  that  Mr. 
Clayton  Jennings  was  not  the  person  re- 
ferred to  by  him,  but  a  Mr.  Constantino 
Jennings,  who  had  been  before  a  committee 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  received  letters 
ftom  Mr.  H.  Jennings,  complainine  in  the 
tame  manner  as  in  Uie  letter  to  me  right 
hon.  Secretary  of  State.  His  impression 
had  been,  that  the  right  hon.  Secretary 
had  alluded  to  Mr.  H.  Jennings.    Now, 


he  assured  the  House  that  that  gentleman, 
who  certainly  had  displayed  much  warmth 
in  his  letters,  did  not  number  among  his 
failings  a  want  of  humanity.  He  had  seen 
him  that  day,  though  he  did  not  then 
know  of  these  letters ;  and,  undoubtedly^ 
Mr.  Jennings  did  appear  to  be  much  ex- 
cited by  the  imputations  which  he  imagined 
to  have  been  cast  upon  him.  It  was  to 
be  hoped,  that  the  House  would  take  the 
circumstance  of  warm  and  excited  feelings 
into  their  consideration,  as  an  excuse  for 
what  Mr.  Jennings  had  done;  and  that 
they  would  make  some  allowance  for  the 
natural  warmth  of  a  man  who  believed, 
however  unjustly,  that  he  had  been  mis- 
representedf,  and  who  thought  he  was  de- 
prived of  any  chance  of  redress,  except 
through  the  means  mentioned  in  his  let- 
ter. He  thought  that,  after  what  had  now 
passed,  the  further  notice  of  the  matter 
might  be  dropped. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  said,  that  how- 
ever painful  it  might  be  to  proceed  against 
an  individual  circumstanced  as  Mr.  Jen- 
nings was,  it  was  impossible  to  let  the  mat- 
ter pass  by  quite  in  the  way  proposed  by 
the  non.  member  for  Aberdeen.  The  let- 
ters were  a  manifest  breach  of  privilege ; 
and  he  should  therefore  move,  that  Mr. 
Jennings  be  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  on  Monday  next. — ^Agreed 
to. 

Corn  Duties  Bill.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  this 
bill. 

Sir  T.  Lethbridgp  said,  that  considering 
the  feeling  which  the  House  had  displayed 
a  short  time  since  upon  the  subject  of 
his  motion,  he  should  deem  it  best  now  to 
withdraw  it,  reserving  to  himself,  at  no 
distant  time,  the  right  of  bringing  the 
question  before  the  House,  not  exactly  in 
the  same  form,  but,  undoubtedly,  in  a 
similar  shape. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Davenport  said — Sir,  having, 
on  former  occasions,  tried  in  vain  to  attract 
your  attention  in  the  earlier  stages  of  this 
bill,  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to  avaU 
myself  of  this  opportunity  to  address  the 
House  on  a  subject  to  which  I  have  pmd 
of  late  years  much  attention,  ^  and  of 
which  I  can  scarcely  have  avoided  to 
acquire  somewhat  of  practical  experience; 
and  I  am  the  more  desirous  to  do  so, 
because  I  taJce  a  view  of  it  somewhat 
different  from  many  of  those  with  whom 
I  have  voted.    The  measure  itself  has  my 
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unqaaliGed  approbation.    No  candid  man 
can  fail  to  recognise  in  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  a  salutary,  though  somewhat  tardy, 
wish  to  mediate  between  the  conflicting 
interests ;  whilst  the  provisions  of  it  give  us 
all  the  protection  we  have  any  right  to  ask, 
and  possibly  somewhat  more  than  we  may 
eventually  be  found  to  require ;  and  if  such 
should  prove  to  be  the  case,  I  for  one  shall 
have  no  objection  to  assent  to  the  modifi- 
cation of  the  scale  of  duties.    For,  though 
few  pei'sons  in  or  out  of  this  House  feel  a 
more  sincere  solicitude  for  the  maintenance 
of  British  agriculture,  this  feeling  has  never 
made  me  unmindful  of  the  impolicy  and 
injustice,  towards  other  classes  of  con- 
sumers, of  pushing  protection  one  iota 
beyond  the  mere  point  of  bona  fide  remu- 
neration ;  by  which  I  understand  the  cost 
of  production,   with  moderate  rents  and 
moderate  profits.      On  this  principle,  I 
and  my  friends  opposed  the  64s.  amend- 
ment^ because  the  price  was  too  high  if  it 
ever  could  have  been  realised ;  and  if  (as 
I  believe  it  would  have  proved)  delusive, 
it  would  have  done  mischief.     If  I  did  not 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  my  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Bridgenorth^  it  was  not 
because  I  presumed  to  impugn  it,  but 
because  my  hon.  friend,  not  satisfied  with  the 
recognition  of  his  own  principles  in  the 
bill  l^fore  the  House,  insisted  on  our  taking 
a  leap  in  the  dark,  up  to  the  precise  point 
to  which  he  thought  fit  to  carry  it.     Now, 
I  am  extremely  anxious  that  the  landed 
interest  should  not  believe  that  we  have 
settled  all  that  is  essential,  to  procure  for 
their   productioBs  a  remunerative  price; 
and  I  nave  my  fears  that  certain  expres- 
sions of  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, relative  to  *'  an  oscillating  price 
between  55s,  and  65$,  for  the  quarter  of 
wheat,"  may  tend  very  much  to  mislead 
those  whose  hopes  we  ought  rather  to  de- 
press than  encourage,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances.    We  have  been  very  busy 
discussing  values  in  *'  the  integral  shilling, 
and  parts  of  such  integral  shilling ;"  but 
we  say  not  a  word  about  tlie  pounds,  in 
which   the  main   question    lies.      Much 
delusion  has  already  gone  forth,  and  much 
unmerited  obloquy  against  that  interest  to 
which  1  belong,    and   to  which,   under 
such  circumstances,  one  is  almost  ashamed 
to  belong.    But  the  true  cause  of  that 
P'^ure,  which  has  produced  numerous 
.^^^Ungs  and  angry  discussions  on  com, 
Tosity."  •  traced  to  a  source  which  I  shall 
under  my  vtho  i^ords  of  Mr.  Locke,  under 
to  the  world,  and  u 
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the  persuasion  that  thie  authority  will  insure 
the  respect  of  the  House.  After  enume- 
rating the  various  causes  which  lower  rent, 
such  as  when  **  The  markets  are  supplied 
with  the  same*  commodity  cheaper  from 
another  place,"  Mr,  Locke  says — "  Or  when 
the  money  of  the  country  is  less ;  for  the 
exigencies  and  uses  of  money  not  lessening 
with  its  quantity,  and  it  being  in  the  same 
proportion  to  be  employed  and  distributed 
still,  in  all  the  parts  of  its  circulation,  so 
much  as  its  quantity  is  lessened,  so  much 
must  the  share  of  every  one  who  has  a  right 
to  this  money  be  the  less,  whether  he  be 
landholder  for  his  goods,  or  labourer  for 
his  hire,  or  merchant  for  his  brokerage.'' 
And  again ;  "  indeed,  people  not  perceiv* 
ing  the  money  to  be  gone,  are  apt  to  be 
jealous  of  one  another,  and  each  suspect 
another's  inequality  of  gain,  to  rob  him  of 
his  share,  &c. ;  but  this  is  but  scrambling 
amongst  ourselves,  and  helps  no  more 
against  our  want  then  the  pulling  off  a 
short  coverlet  will,  among  children  who  lie 
together,  to  preserve  them  from  the  cold. 
Some  will  starve  unless  the  father  of  the 
family  provide  better,  and  enlarge  the 
scanty  covering.  This  pulling  and  contest 
is  usually  between  the  landed  men  and 
merchants ;  for  the  labourers'  share  being 
seldom  more  than  a  bare  subsistence,  nevec 
allows  that  body  time  or  opportunity  to 
raise  their  thoughts  above  that."  These 
observations  were  printed  a  hundred  and 
forty  years  ago ;  but  they  are  as  appro- 
priate to  our  present  conditit>n  as  if  they 
had  been  composed  expressly  for  the  occa- 
sion. I  herewith  submit  an  illustration  in 
a  table,  containing  the  price  of  wheat,  com- 
pared with  the  total  computed  amount  of 
our  currency  'during  the  last  nine  years, 
whereby  it  will  be  found  that  their  varia- 
tions sympathise  as  nearly  as  possible  : — 


Tcait. 

1818 

Wbeit. 

...     84 

MiUioai  ifgrefite 
Currrnc>. 

...     46 

1819 

...       73 

...       42 

1820 

65 

•     38 

1821 

•           .           •           .     ^T» 

...        34 

1822 

...     43 

...     31 

1823 

...      52 

...       oo 

1824 

...       61 

...       39 

1825 

.     66 

•    .     .     •    41? 

1826 

...      57 

.    .    .      36 

I  moved  for  the  Greenwich  Hospital  Con- 
tracts Returns  without  the  least  knowledge 
how  they  would  bear  me  out ;  and  J  find 
they  tally  with  the  above  exactly,  with  one 
very  slight  exception*  .    « 
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Sir  C  Cole  hoped  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man would  consent  to  substitute  a  lower 
price  for  that  at  present  contemplated,  at 
which  to  allow  a  free  importation  of 
foreign  grain.  In  a  petition  which 
he  had  presented  to  the  House,  from  his 
constituents,  there  was  a  prayer  to  sub- 
stitute 70s.  for  80s.,  as  was  the  law  at 
present;  but  he,  himself,  thought  64s. 
would  be  still  more  likely  to  meet  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  country.  Such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  have  been  but  an  act  of 
justice  towards  the  agriculturists,  to  which 
they  were  entitled.  The  supporters  of  the 
present  bill  had  advocated  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  afford  relief  to  the 
poorer  classes ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that 
it  would  not  operate  in  that  way.  The 
moment  the  price  of  wheat  was  reduced, 
the  manufacturers  would  reduce  the  rate 
of  wages.  At  all  events,  the  agriculturists 
could  not  continue  to  pay  their  labourers 
at  the  same  rate  under  the  proposed  law, 
as  they  did  under  the  existing  one.  The 
moment  the  present  measure  should  be 
adopted,  the  landed  interest  would  be  en- 
titled to  call  for  a  considerable  reduction 
of  taxation. 

Mr.  Birch  thought  it  desirable  that  it 
should  be  deariy  understood  whether  or 
not  the  warehousing  system  would  be 
applicable  to  com  under  the  proposed 
measure :  for  unless  that  were  the  case,  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  perfectly  nuga- 
tory. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 
the  committee, 

Mr.  C.  Grant  begged  to  offer  a  very 
brief  explanation  of  the  connection  between 
this  bill  and  the  general  warehousing  sys- 
tem. It  certainly  was  the  intention  of 
ministers,  that  bonding  should  be  applied 
as  well  to  com  as  to  all  other  commo- 
dities paying  a  duty ;  and  by  the  second 
clause,  he  conceived  that  that  intention 
was  carried  into  effect.  The  warehousing 
system  was  the  general  law  of  the  land 
at  this  moment,  and  without  reference  to 
the  particular  provisions,  it  would  be  ap- 
plied to  grain  as  a  matter  of  course.  In 
order  to  render  this  object  more  clear,  he 
shouM  propose  to  leave  out  the  words 
''ibSpoVted  or,"  and  to  leave  the  clause 
'only  with  the  words  "  all  com  which  shall 
be  entered,"  &c. 

Ck>lonel  Wood  wished  to  know  distinctly 
whether,  as  far  as  warehousing  was  con- 
cerned, com  was  to  be  put  on  the  same  I 
footing  as  any  other  article  on  which  duty  I 
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was  paid  ?  If  so,  whether  the  duty  waA 
to  be  calculated  at  the  price  of  wheat  in 
this  country  when  the  imported  grain  was 
warehoused,  or  at  the  price  of  wheat  when 
the  warehoused  grain  was  thrown  upon 
the  British  markets  ? 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  recommended, 
that  the  duty  should  be  paid  according  to 
the  price  when  the  wheat  was  first  im- 
ported. 

Mr.  C.  Orcmt  explained  the  general 
nature  and  object  of  the  warehousing  53^- 
tern,  and  re-stated  that  the  duty  upon 
warehoused  articles  was  calculated  accord- 
ing to  the  price  of  the  day  when  they 
were  taken  out  for  home  consumption. 
The  simple  principle  adopted  in  the  bill 
upon  the  table  was,  that  the  duty  upon 
com  was  to  be  fixed  exactly  like  other 
duties :  the  only  question  for  the  collector 
ought  to  be,  what  was  the  price  on  the 
day  when  the  com  was  removed  from  the 
warehouse?  It  was  trae,  that  the  duty 
on  com  was  fluctuating ;  but  the  duty  on 
sugar  was  also  fluctuating;  and  when 
that  warf  entered  for  home  consumption, 
the  duty  of  the  day  attached  upon  itl 
The  warehousing  system  had  been  applied 
to  corn  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1773, 
when  the  great  com  act  was  passed.  It 
was  provided  by  it,  that  com,  grain,  flour, 
&c.  should  be  admitted  into  warehouse, 
under  the  importers'  locks,  witholit  pay- 
ment of  duty,  and  that  when  the  importer 
brought  it  into  home  consumption,  the 
duty  to  be  charged  was  at  the  rate  of  l^e 
day  when  it  was  released  from  confine- 
ment. The  duty  at  that  time  could  not 
be  correctly  called  fixed,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  1 5s.  per  quarter,  when  the  price  was 
under  53s.;  and  only  6d,  per  quarter 
afterwards.  The  principle  now  revived 
had,  therefore,  in  fact,  been  in  operation 
fifty  years  ago. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  he  had  been  de- 
sirous of  clearly  understanding  the  point ; 
but  what  had  just  been  stated  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  propose,  that  constant 
importations  of  com  should  not  be  per- 
mitted under  the  new  system.  To  effect 
this  object,  he  would  strike  out  the  words 
"  at  all  times,"  in  order  to  ^bstitute  an 
amendment.  He  denied  that  the  Cora- 
law  of  1815  was  the  only  instance  of  ab- 
solute prohibition.  There  certainly  was 
in  the  former  €om-laws  a  proviso,  which, 
under  some  circumstances,  amounted,  in 
effisct,  to  an  absolute  prohibition.  With 
respett  to  ^ictuations,  it  was  impossible 
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to  prerent  them  by  any  description  of 
i«gulatk)ns;  and,  in  truth,  fiuctuatioay 
ought,  in  certain  cases,  to  preyaii.  It  was 
impossible  that  com  should  be  at  the 
same  price,  in  good  and  in  bad  harvests. 
In  abundant  harvests,  the  pices  would  be 
reduced ;  and,  in  cases  of  deficient  har- 
vests, the  price  must  rise;  and  rise  the 
more,  because  it  was  more  expensive  and 
difficult  to  get  in  a  bad  crop  than  a  good 
one.  A  right  hbn.  gentleman '  had,  the 
other  nigii.t,  contended,  that  farming  could 
not  be  in  such  a  depressed  state  lias  had 
been  represented,  since  so  much  manure 
bad  of  late  been  imported ;  and  he  had 
instanced  particularly  bones  and  r^«. 
Whether  these  bones  and  rags  were  im- 
ported for  the  purposes  of  manure  or  not, 
he  could  not  tell ;  but  at  any  rate,  the  in- 
ference migl^t  be  unfounded.  When  a 
fanner  cultivated  land,  which  could  not 
be  rendered  productive  without  such  ma* 
nure,  he  must  have  them,  or  entirdy  aban* 
don  his  business ;  and  in  point  of  fact,  in 
1821  these  farmers  were,  in  many  in- 
stances, obliged  to  abandon  fanns*of  about 
70(y.  per  annum,  and  take  farms  of  300/. 
per  annum ;  and  these  they  continued  to 
cultivate  as  they  best  could,  living  from 
hand  to  mouth  ;  but  liable,  on  additional 
pressure,  to  be  completely  overwhehaed. 
He  concluded,  by  proposing  that  the 
words  "  at  all  times,"  should  be  left  out 
of  the  clause,  and  that  an  amendment 
should  be  inserted  instead ;  the  effect  of 
which  was,  that  the  ascending  part  of  the 
scak  of  duties  should  be  allowed  to  re- 
main, but  that  the  descending  scale  should 
stop  when  die  price  of  wheat  was  at  62^. 
per  quarter,  so  as  then  to  occasion  a  pro- 
tiibition. 

L<Hrd  Althorp  was  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  prohibition,  which  always 
gave  rise  to  the  most  mischievous  q>ecu- 
lations.  Whenevet  a  prohibition  was 
fixed,  the  moment  the  prices  approached 
close  to  the  prohibitory  price  ruinous 
speculations  were  entered  into,  and  tricks 
played. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sug- 
gested that  the  amendment  had  better  be 
proposed  at  a  future  stage  of  the  bilL 
.  Sir  E,  Knatehhull  then  rose  to  propose 
an  amendment,  of  which  he  had  previously 
eiven  some  intimation.  He  wished  his 
proposition  to  stand  thus*-Hhat  the  duty 
taken  on  all  foreign  corn  should  be  esti- 
mated by  the  amount  of  the  home  price 
at  the  time  of  its  importation,  and  not  at 
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the  time  when  it  might  be  taken  out  of 
bond  and  brought  into  the  market :  with 
a  proviso,  that  the  duty  so  levied  should 
never  be  more  than  20«,  a  quarter,  and 
that  the  duty  should  not  be  actually  paid, 
until  the  time  when  the  com  was  takea 
out  of  bond«  The  effect  of  the  law  other* 
wise,  as  it  was  brought  forward  origim^y^ 
was  to  give  an  advantage  wholly  unrea- 
sonable to  the  speculators  in  foreign  com, 
who  held  their  grain  in  bond,  If  th^ 
imported  when  the  price  was  60s.  the  duty 
immediately  diargeable  to  them,  if  they 
carried  their  com  to  market,  was  20^.  a 
quarter.  But  if  they  held  back,  and  the 
price  rose  to  65s.,  then,  while  the  home 
agriculturist  gained  an  adyance  of  5$.  a 
quarter  on  his  commodity^  the  foreign  spe* 
culator  gained  an  advance  of  15s. ;  for  hie 
gained  5s.  upon  the  advance  of  com  lo 
price  from  60s.  to  65s.  and  10s.  move 
upon  the  diminished  a»ount  whicb  he 
had  to  pay  in  duty. 

Mr..  Werhurien  said,  that  his  propoaal 
of  a  teed  duty  had  been  constantly  ob- 
jected to,  upon  the  ground  that,  in  a  time 
of  scarcity,  no  fixed  duty  could  ever  be 
maintained.  Now  the  amendment  of  tltt 
hon.  member  for  Kent,  involved  a  fixed 
duty  of  a  peculitu'ly  oppressive  description* 
It  was  possible  that  corn  migfat  be  at  80». 
or  100s.  in  the  home  market,  and  yet  20dr. 
duty  would  be  charged  on  the  letting  into 
the  market  of  foreign  corn,  because  thai 
com  had  been  imported  when  the  price 
was  60s. 

The  amendment  was  withdsawn,  and 
the  original  clause  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  Qrant  brought  up  a  clause,  (he 
object  of  which  was,  to  give  to  his  majetty 
in  council  a  power  of  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  graki  er  flour  from  any  country 
in  which  higher  duties  i^ould  be  levied  od 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of  this 
country  than  on  the  produce  and  'manu- 
factures of  foreign  countries,  or  in  which 
higher  duties  should  be  levied  on  British 
shipping  dian  on  the  shipping  of  tiiat 
oountry. 

Mr.  Hwme  objected  to  the  clause,  aa  a 
departure  fiQia  &e  principles  laid  down  by 
miiMsters. 

Sir  H,  PmmeU  was  ^  opinion  that  die 
power  of  prohS>itin|  the  nnponafcioa  of 
com  might  be  abused. 

Mr.  C  P.  Thomjwm  oUectod  most 
strongly  to  the  introduotioa  of  this  cbaie. 
He  objected  to  it  on  principle  in  the  ftmt 
instance^  and  as  contrary  to  the  profaned 
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doctffioes  on  which  the  trade  of  this.coun- 
tcy  was  to  be  regulated ;  but  he  objected 
if)  it  more  partioularlyy  because  he  con* 
fudered  it  as  liable  to  misinterpretation  in 
foreign  countries^  and  likely  to  raise  feel* 
ings  of  animosity  and  of  jealousy,  which 
it  was  our  interest  most  certainly  to  avoid. 
He  would  instance  Russia.  It  was  well 
known  that  we  had  no  treaty  of  reciprocity 
with  .Russia,  and  he  felt  convinced  that 
this  clause  would  be  considered  in  that 
country  as  a  blow  aimed  at  their  com- 
merce. The  utmost  jealousy  and  distrust 
already  prevailed  in  that  country,  on  the 
j^ubject  of  our  restriction  regulations,  and 
espiecially  as  regarded  com.  He  was 
sorry  to  say  they  had  been  materially  in- 
leased  by  the  new  law.  It  was  only  that 
day  that  answers  had  been  received  from 
St.  Petersburgh  to  the  letters  conveying 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  they  were  considered  to  be 
almost  as  bad  as  the  old  system.  The  new 
plan  was  considered  to  be  a  finishing  blow 
fiinied  at  the  commerce  of  that  country. 
These  were  not  only  the  sentiments  of  the 
merchants  and  landowners,  but  of  the 

S^vernment.  A  newspaper  edited  under 
e  eye  of  the  authorities  there,  said  of  the 
resolutions,  that  the  proposed  law  was  a 
final  blow  aimed  by  Great  Britain  against 
the  agriculture  and  industry  of  Europe. 
Such  were  the  feelings  entertained  by  that 
country,  which  it  was  not  our  interest  to 
excite.  He,  therefore,  earnestly  hoped 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  re- 
consider the  clause,  or  reject  it  altogether. 
After  some  desultory  conversation,  the 
clause  was  agreed  to»  The  House  then 
|cesttmed» 
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Monday,  April  9. 

State  of  the  Ministry.]  Lord 
jKiffg  said,  that  seeing  half  a  dozen  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  present,  such  as  they 
were,  he  wished  to  ask  them  two  or  three 
questions.  He  would  not  ask  them 
whether  or  not  the  Irish  were  starving; 
for  about  that  they  knew  nothing,  and  be 
believed  cared  nothing.  He  would  not 
ask  them  about  things  nearer  home — he 
would  not  ask  them  whether  England  was 
prosperous — for  that  was  a  part  of  the 
government  which  belong^  to  none  of 
their  departments.  He  would  not  ask 
whether  Portugal  was  safe  or  not;  for 
one  half  of  them  would  rejoice  if  the  plao 


wore  to  fail,  which. the  other  half  had 
adopted  to  give  security  to  Portugal.  He 
would  begin  secundum  artem^  by  asking 
that  question  first,  which  he  cared  least 
about:  he  would  first  ask  whether  the 
present  ministerial  interregnum  was  ever 
to  have  an  end  ?  He  would  ask  them, 
who  were  twelve  jurymen  sworn  to  give 
good  advice  and  true,  whether  they  had 
yet  selected  a  foreman,  or  consented  to 
receive  a  master  ?  Whether  the  ministry 
were  complete  or  not,  was  to  him  a  most 
unimportant  matter ;  for  of  all  the  animals 
in  the  ministerial  menagerie,  the  prime 
minister  was  the  most  unnecessary.  He 
stated  this  advisedly,  and  on  the  highest 
authority.  In  the  year  1800,  an  experi-> 
ment  had  been  made  of  what  sort  of  a 
thing  it  was  possible  to  make  a  minister ; 
and  by  the  experiment  it  had  been  ascer<« 
tained,  that  you  might  make  a  jack-boots 
a  prime  minister.  Now,  an  experiment 
was  trying,  whether  the  country  could  not 
go  on  without  any  minister.  First,  it  had 
been  .proved^  that  any  person  would  make 
a  minister ;  and  now  it  seemed  to  be  as-* 
certained,  that  no  minister  at  all  was 
wanted.  He  was  surprised,  that  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  who  had  such  a  hatred 
of  innovati<3ns,  did  not  raise  his  voice 
against  this  dangerous  innovation.  If  this 
year  it  was  ascertained,  that  any  body 
might  be  minister,  and  the  next  that  we 
could  do  without  one,  was  he  not  afraid 
that,  in  a  shoit  time,  innovation  would 
extend,  and  his  majesty  might  do  without 
something  else  ?  The  second  question  he 
wished  to  ask  ¥ras,  whether  there  was  any 
truth  in  the  alarming  reports  which  were 
in  circulation  of  the  falling-off  of  the  re<- 
venue  ?  It  had  been  stated  in  the  qews<> 
papers,  that  the  quarter's  revenue  was 
500,000/.  short,  and  that  of  this  400,000/. 
was  a  falling-off  in  the  excise.  During 
tiie  time  of  our  prosperity,'  the  increase  of 
the  excise,  they  were  told,  was  a  strong 
proof  of  the  increasing  comforts  and  wealth 
of  the  people ;  and  he  wished  to  know,  if 
that  excise  had  h\\en  off,  whether  the 
ministers  would  acknowledge  that  that 
was  a  proof  of  our  decline?  He  would 
fuitiier  ask,  whether  the  ministers  could 
give  them  any  hope  of  a  restoration  of 
public  credit,  or  would  they  say,  what  he  ^ 
believed,  that  it  wad  not  likely  to  be  res^ 
tored?  If  he  were  to  ask  them  why 
the  revenue  £ell  off,  and  why  public 
credit  was  not  likely  to  be  restored, 
they  would   give,  no  doubt,   a  wiety 
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of  reasons,  but  they  would  not  give  the 
true  one;    they  would    not    say  it  was 
all  done  by  the  Corn-laws.     The  Corn- 
laws  impeded  prosperity,  prevented  the 
restoration  of  credit,  and  injured  the  re- 
venue.    Another  question  he  wished  to 
ask  was,   whether,   under  these  circum- 
stances, they  were  determined  to  maintain 
that  plan  of  profuse  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditure which  was  laid  down  when  the 
revenue  was  fruitful  and  the  country  pros- 
perous?   Were    all    the    palaces   to  be 
finished  on  the  same  magnificent  scale  as 
was  voted  when  there  was  more  revenue 
than  they  knew  how  to  expend  ?     In  all 
well-regulated    monarchies — ^at    least    it 
was  so  in  the  time  of  Louis  14th — if  his 
inajesty's  minister  of  the  Menus  Plaisirs 
were  sick  or  were  to  die,  not  a  single  half 
hour  would  elapse  before  his  place  would 
be  filled  up :   if  one  palace  were  to  be 
pulled  down,  and  two  others  built,  a  su- 
perintendent would  be  immediately  ap- 
pointed,  possessing  a  fine  taste  and  a 
strong  love  of  profuse  expenditure ;   but 
when  a  minister  died,   or  fell  sick,    on 
whose  exertions  the  good  of  the  country 
depended,  who  was   the    superintending 
genius  of  the  country's  welfare — his  place 
might  remain  five  or  six  weeks  unoccupied, 
or  the  appointment  might  be  postponed, 
sine  diCf  until  the  intrigues  had  worked 
themselves  out,  or  until  the  intriguers  had 
failed  in  their  attempt  to  give  us  a  govern- 
ment good  for  nothing ;  then,  and  not  till 
then,  was  it  likely  that  the  people  would 
have  a  government  good  for  something. 
To  keep  himself  perfectly  in  order,  he 
would  conclude  by  moving,  That  there  be 
laid  before  their  lordships  a  return  of  this 
quarter's  revenue,  as  compared  with  the 
revenue  of  the  foregoing  quarter. — Or- 
dered. 

Sprikg-Guks  Bill.]  Lord  Suffield 
moved  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Lord  Ellenborough  rose  to  oppose  the 
motion.  He  could  not,  he  said,  consent 
to  pass  an  act,  which  left  the  law  on  this 
subject  in  its  present  state  of  uncertainty. 
This  would  be  the  case  as  long  as  the 
word  engine  was  retained  in  the  bill.  That 
word,  in  its  widest  sense,  meant  any  thing 
which  might  inflict  an  injury,  and  their 
lordships  would  be  obliged  to  remove  every 
thmg  like  a  spike  or  a  fence  from  around 
their  houses.  In  a  more  restricted  sense, 
if  it  were  understood  to  mean  any  thing 
which  only  inflicted  injury  by  being  set  in 
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motion,  it  should  be  so  expressed,  and  the 
law  should  be  made  more  precise.     It  was 
stated,  in  defence. of  the  bill,  that  it  was  a 
maxim,  "  qui  facit  per  alium  /cunt  per 
$e  r  and  though  this  was  true,  it  was  not 
the  whole  truth;    for  if  persons  setting 
Spring-guns  gave  proper  notice,  the  law 
held  that  it  was  not  they  who  committed 
the  injury,  but  the  thief  who  came  to  in« 
vade  the  property,  and  was  shot  in  the 
attempt.     He  was  persuaded  that  the  con-^ 
tests  between   the  gamekeeper  and  the 
poacher,  to  which  the  bill  would  give  rise, 
would  do  much  more  harm  than  Spring- 
guns  did.    It  had  been  argued,  that  the 
accidents  resulting  from  Spring-guns  ought 
to  induce  parliament  to  abolish  them.  •  If^ 
however,  they  were  to  legislate  against  ac- 
cident, their  labours  would  be '  endless* 
The  object  of  setting  Spring-g^ns  was  not 
personal  injury  to  any  one,  but  to  deter 
from  the  commission  of  theft ;   and  that 
object  was  as  completely  obtained  by  hit- 
ting an  innocent  man  as  a  guilty  one* 
He  conceived  that  the  bill  was  contrary  U^ 
that  principle  of  the  English  law,  which 
gave  a  man  protection  for  his  property,  ia 
proportion  to  the  difficulty  with  which  it 
could  be  protected  by  the  ordinary  means  ; 
and  that  it  was  calculated  to  increase  the 
temptation  to  crime,  by  diminishing  the 
obstacles  to  its  commission.    If,  however^ 
the  bill  should  be  rejected,  either  in  that 
House  or  elsewhere,  he  would  introduce 
another,  declaratory  of  the  law  as  it  stood. 
This  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  much  better 
than  any  change ;    for  he  had  frequently 
heard  from  those,  whose  knowledge  and 
experience  gave  Uiem  ample  opportunities 
of  judging,  that  where  any  innovation  was 
made  upon  the  common  law,  it  generally 
appeared    afterwards,  that  the  principle 
thereby  abrogated  was  a  wise  one,  and 
that  our  ancestors  knew  very  well  what 
they  were  about. 

Lord  Suffield  said,  that  all  the  argtr^ 
ments  urged  by  the  noble  lord  had  been 
so  frequently  answered  in  former  debates^ 
that  he  would  not  trespass  upon  their  pa- 
tience by  any  further  reply  to  them ;  satis- 
fied as  he  was,  that  they  considered  the 
bin  a  good  one,  and  that  they  would  pass 
it. 

Their  lordships  divided :  Contents  29« 
Not-ContenU  19.  Majority  9.  The  bilt 
was  then  read  a  third  time. 


997  County  Courts. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  April  9. 

CouuTY  Courts.]  Mr.  John  Smith 
presented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Brighton^  complaining  of  the  serious 
evils  which  arose  from  the  abuses  of  the 
practice  of  the  County  Courts.  The  pe- 
titioners alleged,  that  these  courts  fre- 
quently granted  seizures  for  sums  treble 
the  amount  of  the  original  debt,  and 
this  enormous  increase  was  generally 
caused  by  the  costs,  which  swallowed 
up  every  thing  else.  The  hon.  member 
stated,  tnat  some  matters  which  had  fallen 
within  his  own  experience  fully  proved 
the  truth  of  the  statements  contained  in 
the  petition,  and  among  others  he  men- 
tioned the  case  of  a  poor  woman,  who  was 
sued  for  a  debt  of  14s.,  and  an  execution 
being  taken  out  against  her  for  that  sum, 
and  for  15s.  costs  upon  it,  her  goods  were 
seized  for  a  sum  considerably  exceeding 
the  amount  of  both  debt  and  costs ;  her 
bed,  ber  pillows,  and  several  other  articles 
of  furniture  were  taken  from  her,  and  in 
this  case,  as  in  others  of  a  similar  kind, 
nothing  was  returned.  The  bailiff,  in  this 
case,  was  summoned  before  sir  David 
Scott,  than  whom  a  more  worthy  magis- 
trate never  existed,  and  was  by  that  gen- 
tleman bound  over  to  appear  and  answer 
at  the  sessions.  The  bailiff,  however,  who 
knew  that  other  charges  of  a  similar  kind 
could  be  brought  against  him,  decamped 
before  the  time  appointed  for  his  appear- 
ance, and  the  poor  woman  had,  conse- 
quently, been  unable  to  obtain  any  re- 
dress. There  was  another  evil,  to  which 
he  wished  also  to  allude,  and  that  was, 
ttizt  persons  summoned  for  small  debts 
were  sometimes  served  with  the  summons 
only  on  the  night  immediately  preceding 
the  day  appointed  for  their  appearance  at 
the  County  Court,  which  was  sometimes 
as  much  as  eight  miles  from  their  resi- 
dence, and  where  they  were*  desired  to 
appear  by  attorney.  The  worthy  magis- 
trate to  whom  he  had  already  alluded  had 
told  him,  that  there  J,were  above  fifty  cases 
of  the  kind  he  had  mentioned,  and  had 
expressed  an  earnest  wish  that  the  matter 
should  t>e  laid  before  parliament.  With 
Diat  wish  he  now  most  willingly  complied; 
and  he  should  only  add  his  opinion,  that 
the  subject  was  one  which  loudly  called 
for  the  serious  attention  of  the  House. 

The  petition  was  as  follows : 
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"  The  hnmble  Petition  of  some  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bright- 
helmstone,  in  the  County  of  Sussex, 

"  Sheweth — ^That  your  Petitioners  have 
had  to  deplore  the  very  serious  evils  which 
have  arisen  from  the  abuses  of  the  County 
Court  for  the  Recovery  of  Small  Debts ; 
and  particularly  against  those  persons, 
who,  from  their  situation  in  life  are  least 
able  to  bear  them. 

"  That  many  of  your  petitioners  have 
suffered  very  greatly  themselves  from  hav- 
ing had  their  goods  seized  to  more  than 
treble  the  amount  of  their  debt,  which  had 
been  swelled  by  large  costs,  and  against 
which,  from  the  peculiar  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
have  guarded:  it  being  no  uncommon 
practice  for  a  person  to  receive  a  summons 
for  an  insignificant  debt  of  a  few  shillings, 
to  appear,  by  his  attorney,  at  the  county 
court,  seven  or  eight  miles  off,  on  the 
following  morning ;  and,  in  case  of  failure, 
to  have  an  attacnment  levied  against  his 
goods,  followed  by  an  immediate  seizure. 

''  lliat,  by  tiiese  oppressive  means, 
some  of  your  petitioners  have  been  nearly 
involved  in  toUd  ruin.  That  the  ordinary 
costs  for  defending  an  unjust  or  doubtful 
debt  are  so  great  as  to  be  utterly  beyond 
the  reach  of  many  of  your  petitioners, 
who  have  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to 
the  unjust  demand,  or  be  subjected,  in 
many  instances,  to  utter  ruin. 

"  That  your  petitioners  are  well  aware 
that,  owing  to  the  vigilance  of  a  newly- 
established  institution  of  the  tovrn,  and 
to  the  activity  of  some  of  the  ma^strates, 
some  of  the  evils  have  been  remedied ;  bctt 
your  petitioners  humbly  suggest  they  have 
no  security  if  that  vigilance  and  activity 
should  cease;  and  they  pray  may  not 
again  be  subject  to  the  same  oppressive 
measures;  besides  which,  many  of  the 
evils  alluded  to  are  irremediable,  but 
through  the  interference  of  your  honour- 
able House. 

"  And  your  petitioners  humbly  pray 
that  your  honourable  House  will  take  their 
case  into  your  most  serious  consideration ; 
and  that  you  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
your  honourable  House  may  deem  fit,  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  recurrence  of  those 
grievances,  under  which  many  of  your 
petitioners  have  so  greatly  suffered.  And 
your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,"    &c. 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  confirmed  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  hon.  member,  and 
declared,  that  he  believed  no  persons  were 
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ever  more  infamously  treated  thau  those 
who  unfortunately  came  under  the  power 
of  the  bailiffs  of  the  county  courts.  He 
recommended  the  subject  to  the  serioud 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department.  He  trusted  that  he 
should  soon  see  some  measures  adopted^ 
that  would  put  an  end  to  the  means  which 
these  reptiles  now  possessed  of  extorting 
money  from  the  unfortunate. 

Mr.  Monck  concurred  with  the  observa-^ 
lions  of  his  two  honourable  friends,  and 
begged  to  add  his  testimony,  with  respect 
to  the  evils  caused  by  the  abuses  of  these 
courts. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tables 

DeYOK  ANdCoRNWALL  MlNIffGCoM- 

tANY  —  Petition  complaining  of 
Abuses.]  Mr*  Alderman  Waitkman  rose 
to  present  a  Petition  from  certain  sdbscri^ 
bers  to  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  Mining 
Company,  complaining  of  the  transactions 
of  the  directors  of  that  company.  He 
observed,  that  the  subject  of  the  petition 
Was  one  of  great  importance,  inasmuch  as 
it  not  only  involved  the  reputation  of  some 
of  the  members  of  that  House,  but  even, 
as  it  seemed  to  him,  the  character  and 
honour  of  the  House  itself.  The  petition^ 
too,  the  more  deserved  their  attention,  as 
it  did  not  contain  a  general  complaint 
accusing  any  one  in  vague  terms,  but  con- 
sisted of  a  number  of  distinct  facts,  stated 
in  detail.  It  stated,  among  a  variety  of 
other  things,  that  an  hon.  gentleman,  a 
member  of  that  House,  did,  some  time  in 
the  month  of  April,  1825,  enter  into  a 
contract  with  a  Mr.  Teed,  of  Devonshire, 
for  the  purchase  of  certain  mines  in  that 
part  of  the  country — that  the  contract  so 
entered  into  between  them  was  conditional, 
and  not  absolute,  and  was  to  become  void, 
unless  the  hon.  member  who  made  it  should 
.succeed  in  forming  a  Mining  Company. 
The  purchase  money  agreed  on  was  about 
78,000/. ;  and  at  a  meeting  held  at  the 
Albion  Tavern,  in  the  city  of  London, 
soon  after  the  contract  had  been  entered 
into,  it  was  resolved  to  form  a  company 
for  the  purpose  of  working  these  mines. 
The  resolution  which  that  meeting  passed, 
declared,  that  the  purchaser  had  obtained 
possession  of  the  mines  in  question,  at  a 
very  reasonable  rate ;  and  that  resolution 
was  said  to  have  been  made  after  an  ac- 
curate inquiry  had  been  instituted  into  the 
matter ;  these  mines  being  then  described 
as  vx)iy  valuable.    The  mines  thus  recom- 


mended were  to  be  purchased  by  the  com- 
pany, who  were  charged  121,000/.  for 
them.  At  this  first  meeting  Mr.  Barrett, 
an  hon.  member  of  the  House,  was  in  the 
chair ;  and  at  a  second  meeting,  held  a 
few  days  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Peter 
Moore  was  in  the  chair,  a  prospectus  of 
the  intended  company  was  issued ;  a  pro- 
spectus, which  the  petitioners  declared  to 
contain  false  and  fraudulent  representa- 
tions respecting  the  property.  Out  of  the 
gross  number  of  shares  determined  to  be 
issued,  2750  were  to  be  reserved  for  the 
benefit  of  the  directors,  who  were  to  lock 
them  up  in  a  tin  box ;  which  was  only  to 
be  opened  when  the  necessities  of  the 
company  should  require*  Some  time  after- 
wards the  directors,  in  order  to  raise  the 
price  of  shares  and  to  give  them  a  ficti- 
tious value  in  the  market,  purchased,  as 
time  bargains^  from  certain  brokers,  ono 
thousand  shares  of  the  company,  for  which 
they  paid  a  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds^ 
which  was  charged  to  the  company  at 
large  in  their  accounts. — The  facts  wnich 
he  had  already  mentioned  were,  in  his 
opinion,  sufficient,  not  only  to  excite  the 
attention  of  the  House,  but  to  call  upon 
them  to  take  some  decisive  steps  to  vindi- 
cate the  honour  and  purity  of  parliament  % 
to  visit  with  condign  punishment  those 
whom  they  might  find  to  have  been  guilty 
of  taking  any  part  in  this  fraudulent  pro- 
ceeding ;  and  to  guard  a^inst  any  repe- 
tition of  such  practices. — But  the  circum- 
stances he  haa  stated  were  not  all  which 
were  described  in  the  petition,  as  afiecting 
the  honour  and  character  of  the  members 
of  that  House.  Mr.  Wilks,  the  honour- 
able  member  to  whom  he  had  alluded  as 
having  entered  into  the  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  mines  at  the  time,  not 
only  agreed  to  sell  them  to  the  company, 
but  received  a  sum  of  20,000/.  on  ac^ 
count ;  a  sum  which  was  actually  paid  by 
a  check  from  the  directors,  before  he  had 
obtained  a  complete  and  absolute  interest 
in  the  property.  New  agreements  for  the 
sale  of  the  mines  were  entered  into,  and 
the  45,000/.  obtained  over  and  above  the 
original  price,  were  agreed  to  be  divided 
among  the  directors.  That  seemed  to  him 
to  be  one  of  the  most  serious  parts  of  the 
petition,  and  certainly,  if  true,  was  a 
pretty  strong  proof  of  fraud  to  that  extenL 
It  appeared,  too,  that  the  calls  due  on  the 
2,750  reserved  shares,  had  not  been  paid 
up ;  and,  that  they  should  have  remained 
unpaid  after  the  mvestment  of  the  lest^ 
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seemed  to  create  some  digree  of  suspicion, 
that  the  agreement  which  existed  between 
the  directors^  upon  the  s^hject  of  these 
diaresy  was  fraudalent.  Tiiat  suspicion 
was  strongly  confirmed  by  the  statement 
of  the  petitioners ;  who  alleged,  that  the 
effect  of  this  reservation  of  shares  was, 
that  if  they  came  to  a  high  price  in  the 
market,  so  as  to  afford  a  good  profit,  the 
directors  would  have  been  enabled  to  ap- 
propriate it  to  themselves ;  while,  if  the 
shares  fell,  the  loss  could  be  thrown 
on  the  company.  8ome  of  the  directors, 
when  informed  of  the  transaction  of  the 
2,750  shares,  certainly  had  expressed  the 
greatest  astonishment,  and  had  declared, 
that  they  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
matter ;  out  the  fact  was,  that  not  only 
the  money  had  not  been  paid  up,  but  that 
though  it  still  remained  unpaid,  another 
call  had  been  made  on  the  share-holders, 
and  actions  had  actually  been  commenced 
against  some  of  them  for  their  subscrip- 
tions.— In  stating  these  facts,  he  certainly 
was  bound  to  say,  that  among  the  directors 
there  were  many  very  respectable  names ; 
ten  of  them  being  noblemen,  baronets, 
and  member  of  that  House.  Some  of  the 
directors  he  was  personally  acquainted 
with,  and  he  entertained  the  highest  re- 
spect for  them ;  and  he  did  believe,  that 
it  an  investigation  was  made  mto  tlie  sub- 
ject, it  would  be  found  that  they  had  com- 
mitted no  other  fault  (a  heavy  fault,  how- 
ever, as  he  was  ready  to  contend)  than  the 
folly  of  having  connected  themselves  with 
such  transactions.  The  hon.  member  con- 
cluded by  observing,  that  the  petitioners 
prayed  that  the  House  would  inquire  into 
the  claims  they  now  made  for  redress,  and 
that  such  measures  might  be  adopted  as 
seemed  calculated  to  afford  the  redress 
they  sought.  If  the  House  should  not  be 
prepared,  after  the  petition  had  been  read, 
immediately  to  grant  a  committee  of  in- 
quiry, he  should  be  the  last  person  to 
press  such  a  measure  upon  them ;  but  he 
should  certainly  move,  at  an  early  period, 
for  a  full  inquiry  into  the  subject.  At 
present  he  should  confine  his  motion  to 
the  bringing  up  and  reading  of  the  Petition. 

The  Petition  was  brought  up ;  and  on 
the  question  that  it  should  be  read, 

Mr.  Alderman  TTatMTnan  requested  that 
it  might  be  read  at  full  length,  as  it  con- 
tamed  such  important  matter. 

Mr.  John  Wilks  said,  that  he  too  was 
ftniious  that  it  might  be  read  at  length, 
as  he  had  something  to  say  upon  it. 


On  the  question  that  the  Petition  be 
printed, 

Mr.  Wynn  rec^uested  the  House  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  be  expedient  to 
adopt  this  course.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons was  not  a  (Criminal  tribunal,  it  was, 
indeed,  one  of  the  chambers  of  the  supreme 
Court  of  Parliament,  and  its  duty  was  to 
afford  redress  in  cases  for  which  the  law' 
had  not  otherwise  provided ;  but  he  could 
conceive  nothing  more  injurious  to,  or 
subversive  of,  the  principles  oh  which  the 
law  of  the  land  rested,  than  for  parliament 
to  permit  itself  to  determine  cases  for 
which  that  law  had  given  a  sufficient 
remedy.  He  knew  the  facts  only  from 
the  petition ;  and,  as  he  understood  them, 
the  charge  referred  to  an  individual  who 
was  not  a  member  of  the  House  at  the 
time  when  the  e;round  of  complaint  arose. 
He  was  accused  of  having  been  guilty  of 
certain  acts  of  fraud,  for  which  he  might 
be  questioned  in  a  court  of  justice;  and  he 
understood  further,  that  proceedings  at 
law  were  actually  pending  [hear,  hear !]. 
Was  it  desirable,  then,  that  the  party 
accused  should  be  called  upon  to  enter 
into  a  defence  which  might  prejudice  his 
case  hereafter  ?  Unquestionably  the  House 
of  Commons  was  competent  to  enter 
into  any  inquiry  if  it  were  thought  that 
the  public  interest  gravely  required  it,  and 
with  a  view  to  direct  the  proceedings  to 
be  made  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
If  the  matter,  however,  did  not  seem  of  such 
magnitude,  and  if  it  was  actually  already 
pending  in  a  court  of  law,  it  would  pro- 
bably he  left  to  the  investigation  of  that 
tribunal  which  the  parties  had  already 
selected.  A  necessity  might  exist  for 
stepping  out  of  the  ordinary  course,  but  it 
might  be  highly  inconvenient,  in  ordinary 
cases,  to  require  a  member  prematurely  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  his  case.  He 
therefore  recommended  that  the  Petition 
should  lie  upon  the  table,  but  that  no 
further  publicity  be  given  to  it  by  an  order 
for  printing  it. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  him  how 
the  House  proceeded ;  but,  as  his  name 
had  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the  directors, 
he  hoped  to  be  allowed  to  state  briefly  and 
simply  the  nature  of  his  connection  with 
the  company.  In  the  first  place,  he  had 
had  no  concern  with  any  arrangements 
for  the  formation  of  the  company ;  at  the 
meeting  for  that  purpose,  alluded  to  in  the 
petition,  he  was  not  present.      It  was 


303      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,    Devon  and  ComwaU  Mining  Company—     3M 


certainly  true  that  the  hon.  tnember  for 
Sudbury  was  expected  to  derive  consider- 
able profit  by  purchasing  these  mines, 
and  then  selling  them  to  the  company. 
Of  that  profit  he  was  totally  ignorant, 
until  the  fact  was  made  known  to  him,  in 
common  with  all  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. If  certain  persons  who  were 
directors  agreed  to  share  with  that  indi- 
vidual any  portion  of  that  profit,  he  was 
not  one  of  them ;  and  he  had  no  partici- 
pation  of  any  kind  in  the  transaction 
[hear,  hear !].  He  had  subscribed  to  this 
undertaking,  believing  that  it  was  a  bona 
fide  speculation,  and  that  there  was  a  fair 
prospect  it  would  succeed  ;  he  had,  there- 
fore, embarked  a  part  of  his  money  in  it, 
and  he  had  certainly  thought  that,  by  be- 
coming a  director,  he  should  be  able  to 
see  that  the  affairs  of  the  company  were 
properly  managed.  He  had  only  attended 
on  five  occasions  the  meetings  of  the 
directors.  This  was  simply  the  nature  of 
his  connection  with  the  company,  and  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it,  he  had  not 
received  sixpence,  but  had  paid  up  very 
nearly  the  whole  amount  of  his  subscrip- 
tions. If  the  persons  who  signed  tne 
petition  had  done  the  same,  their  situation 
would  have  been  more  honest  before  the 
world,  and  more  creditable  before  the 
House  [hear,  hear  !]•  It  was  not  honest 
for  individuals  to  subscribe  nominally  to 
an  undertaking,  in  which  others  were 
induced  to  embark  on  the  faith  of  the 
supposition  that  they  had  paid  in  a  certain 
amount  of  capital  corresponding  with  their 
nominal  subscription,  and  then,  when  they 
found  that  they  could  not  make  a  misera- 
ble profit  by  trafficking  in  the  shares,  to 
attempt  to  withdraw  Uiemselves  from  all 
responsibility.  Such,  however,  was  the 
condition  of  the  petitioners.  Proceedings 
at  law  had  been  commenced  against  them, 
to  compel  them  to  pay  up  their  subscrip- 
tions ;  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  mam 
object  of  the  petition  was  to  induce  the 
House  to  interpose  its  authority  to  screen 
them  from  those  proceedings.  He  had 
stated  fairly  the  whole  of  his  connection 
with  the  company.  He  feared  not  to  have 
his  conduct,  in  this,  or  in  any  other 
transaction,  strictly  and  publicly  investi- 
gated. It  was  to  him  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence how  the  House  dealt  with  the 
petition.  He  would  not  vote  at  all  upon 
the  question,  and  would  conclude  by 
stating,  that  so  far  as  he  had  been  con- 
cerned with  the  compaqy,  it  had  been  a 


transaction  of  coyiderable  loss,  without 
the  prospect  of  advantage  [cheers]. 

Mr.  Powlett  hoped,  that  as  he  also  had 
been  alluded  to  in  the  petition  he  might 
be  allowed  to  address  a  few  words  to  the 
House.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  original 
formation  of  the  company.  He  entered 
into  it  about  the  same  time  as  his  noble 
friend  opposite.  He  had  nothing  to  do 
witli  the  purchase  of  the  mines.  All  the 
preliminary  measures  were  arranged  befoiie 
he  entered  into  the  company.  When  he 
received  his  shares,  he  paid  the  deposit 
which  was  demanded.  He  attended  very 
j  few  of  the  meetings,  for  he  saw  in  the  list 
of  directors  the  names  of  two  or  three 
bankers,  and  of  other  individuals  con- 
nected with  eminent  mercantile  houses, 
which  he  considered  a  sufficient  guarantee 
for  the  respectability  of  the  company. 
He  had  paid  every  deposit  when  called 
upon,  and  had  not  received  a  single 
farthing.  If  any  individuals  had  received 
money  improperly,  he  regretted  that  his 
name  should  have  been  coupled  with 
theirs.  He  hoped  he  had  justified  himself 
in  the  eyes  of  the  House  [cheers]. 

Mr.  John  Wilksy  member  for  Sudbury, 
rose  and  said : — 

Sir ;  notwithstanding  the  desire  ex- 
pressed by  the  hon.  member  who  spoke 
second  in  this  debate,  that  the  House 
would  at  once  terminate  any  discussion 
which  might  be  likely  to  occur,  by  reject- 
ing this  petition,  and  notwithstanding  the 
apparent  feeling  of  the  House  in  favour  of 
such  a  proceeding,  I  trust,  Sir,  that  after 
the  allusions  which  have  been  made  to  me 
by  the  right  hon.  Secretary  at  War,  and 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Durham,  and  after 
the  yet  more  distinct  allusions  to  myself 
contained  in  the  petition,  now  proposed  to 
be  referred  to  a  conunittee,  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  enter  into  a  statement  of  facti 
and  circumstances  connected  with  the 
company  under  discussion.  And,  Sir,  in 
making  this  request,  allow  me  also  to  con- 
nect with  it  another,  that  the  House  will 
favour  me  with  its  best  and  most  impartial 
consideration.  As  an  inducement,  Sir, 
to  this  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  ho- 
nourable members,  I  beg  to  call  to  their 
recollection  the  golden  rule  of  *'  audi  a/- 
teram  partem,*'  I  beg  permission  to  re- 
mind them  that  I  have  enjoyed  but  for  a 
short  period  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this 
House;  that  this  is  the  first  time  upon 
which  I  have  drawn  on  their  time  or  atten- 
tion ;  and,  above  all,  that  the  subject  of 
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consideratkni  is  penooally  to  me  of  the 
utmost  importance. 

Let  me,  then,  Sir,  entreat  of  this  House 
to  follow  me  with  candour  and  attention 
through  the  refutations,  which  I  shall 
attempt,  of  the  calumnies  contained  in 
this  petition,  and  I  then  fear  not  the  result 
of  this  discussion.  I  am  not  unaware  of 
ihe  difficult  task  which  to  myself  I  have 
i^igned.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  ca- 
lumnies which  have  heen  heaped  on  me 
without,  and  even  within,  the  walls  of  this 
Hou^.  I  know  that  calumnies,  oft  re- 
peated, become  accredited,  and  that  the 
poison  of  slander  is  not  less  insidious  than 
venomous.  I  know  that  the  duty  I  am 
about  to  perform  is,  however,  a  duty  due 
to  myself,  to  my  family,  my  friends,  my 
constituents,  this  House,  and  the  country, 
and,  therefore.  Sir,  though  the  task  be 
unpleasing,  and  the  discussion  uninterest- 
ing, I  approach  it  with  the  conviction  that 
I  must  perform  my  duty. 

I  envy  not,  Sir,  the  hon.  member  who 
presented  this  petition,  his  feelings  or 
situation  this  night,  for  I  venture  to  assert, 
at  the  commencement  of  mv  observations, 
that  the  petition  he  has  this  night  pre- 
sented, is  one  of  the  most  impudent  at- 
tempts to  deceive  the  legislature  of  the 
country  ever  made  in  this,  or  any  other 
national  assembly. 

The  statements  contained  in  the  petition 
are  either  in  some  points  wholly  untrue,  or 
falsehood  is  so  blended  with  truth,  as  to 
render  the  discovery  of  what  is  correct 
almost  impossible.  This  is  not  the  first 
petition  which  has  been  got  up,  though 
not  presented.  The  hon.  member  who 
has  presented  this  petition  has  admitted 
to  me  that  one  other  was  brought  to  him, 
but  that  it  did  not  accord  with  his  taste 
or  wishes.  I  suppose,  Sir,  it  was  not 
sufficiently  savoury  to  suit  his  palate.  I 
suppose.  Sir,  it  did  not  contain  enough 
of  that  spice,  called  slander,  which  is  so 
necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  some  members, 
to  render  a  petition  desirable.  I  suppose. 
Sir,  that  it  did  not  sufficiently  attack  the 
conduct  and  character  of  certain  members 
of  this  House,  who  are  personally  obnoxious 
to  the  worthy  alderman. 
.  But,  Sir,  at  length,  the  hon.  member 
framed  a  petition  to  his  own  taste,  and 
that  is  the  petition  read  at  the  table  of  this 
House.  To  obtain  signatures  to  it  every 
effort  has  been  made.  Public  meetings 
have  been  called,  at  which  shareholders 
would  not  attend.    Resolutions  have  been 


passed  by  persons  who,  when  they  passed 
them,  had  no  interest  direct  or  indirect  to 

grotect ;  who  do  not,  did  not,  and  never 
ad,  held  shares.  Subscriptions  have 
been  proposed,  but  no  money  has  been 
paid ;  a  contribution  of  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  per  share  was  to  have  been  made 
for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  direc- 
tors, but  the  shareholders  wisely  preferred 
retaining  their  money.  Every  plan  and 
expedient  has  been  adopted,  and  resorted 
to,  for  the  express  purpose  of  injuring 
private  reputation,  and  of  blackening  pn- 
vate  character.  A  petition  was,  at  length, 
ordered  to  lie  at  Batson's  Coffee-house  for 
signature,  but  when  sought  for  it  was  not 
there«  No  one  would  sign  it,  till,  at 
length,  the  petitioners,  for  reasons  I  shsdl 
presently  explain  to  the  House,  agreed  to 
this  hole-and-corner  petition,  no  one  knows 
where,  or  how,  and  intrusted  it  to  the  caie 
and  protection  of  their  worthy  and  inde- 
pendent representative,  the  honourable 
alderman,  who  has  this  night  presented  it. 
By  the  threat  of  this  petition,  the  peti- 
tioners expected  to  obtain  much;  they 
said  to  us,  if  you  will  not  obey  our  dicta- 
tion we  will  petition  against  you.  You 
shall  be  expdled  from  the  House — or  if 
not  expelled,  we  will  disgrace  and  annoy 
you.     . 

Every  threat  and  every  plan  of  intimida- 
tion has  been  resorted  to,  but  without  suc- 
cess, and  to-night  the  petitioners  will  have 
the  satisfaction  of  perceiving  their  petition 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  of  the  House* 
But,  Sir,  what  is  this  petition  ?  and  who 
have  signed  it?  It  is  a  petition,  Sir, 
praying  for  inquiry,  pending  suits  and 
actions  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity, 
and  into  the  very  matters  respecting  which 
those  actions  and  suits  are  instituted.  It 
is  a  petition  which  admits  that  actions  are 
pending,  and  yet  which  solicits  that  the 
real  point  in  issue  in  such  actions  may  first 
be  settled  or  pronounced  upon  by  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.  The  fact  is.  Sir, 
that  the  greatest  portion  of  these  petition- 
ers are  shareholders,  or  partners  in  the 
company,  who  have  signed  a  deed — ^who 
have  bound  themselves  to  perform  certain 
covenants,  and  to  pay  certain  monies-^ who 
have  actions  brought  against  them,  or  if 
not  brought  against  all,  yet  about  to  be 
brought,  for  the  non-perfonnance  of  their 
covenants,  and  for  the  non-payment  of 
their  contributions.  These  petitioners,  or 
some  of  them,  have  pleaded  to  the  actions 
that  the  company  was  got  up  in  a  fraudulent 
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manner)  and  that  by  fraud  they  were  in- 
duced to  belong  to  ft.  To  these  charges 
the  directors  reply — ^we  are  not  guilty^  and 
this  issue  is  about  to  be  tried.  Yet,  al^ 
though  6niy  two  hourtt  brfore  I  came  to 
this  House  to  day  I  was  served  with  a 
^bpoena,  by  the  solicitors  to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, one  of  the  petitioners,  to  appear  on 
the  28th  instant  on  the  trial  of  his  cause, 
the  petitioners,  with  a  view  of  defeating 
justice — with  a  view -and  intention  of  pre- 
judicing the  jury  in  their  favour — wiUi  a 
d^^  by  stratagem  to  succeed  in  obtain- 
ing that  which  justice  would  deny  to  them, 
have  sent  down  this  petition  by  the  hands 
of  their  honourable  representative,  and 
have  asked,  through  him,  the  appomtment 
of  a  select  committee. 

Now,  8ir,  who  have  signed  this  petition? 
Thirteen  individuals,  one  of  whom  desires 
to  withdraw  his  name — ^four  of  whom  are 
not,  and  never  were,  shareholders  in  the 
company  —  and  the  remaining  number 
compo^d  of  defaulting  {partners,  who 
either  cannot  or  will  not  complete  their 
engagements.  Now,  Sir,  these  nine  share- 
liolders  are  one-ninth  in  number,  and  no 
more,  of  the  great  body  of  shareholders. 
And  as  to  value  as  well  as  number,  why, 
Sir,  the  petitioners  scarcely  represent  one- 
sixtieth  of  the  capital  subscribed.  Nine 
^out  of  eighty-one,  and  1,000/.  out  of 
60,000/.  are  somewhere  about  the  propor- 
tion in  'numbcfr  and  value  of  these  peti- 
tioners. But  then  the  House  will  doubt- 
less be  told,  "  aye,  but  there  are  four  scrip- 
holders  ^  have  signed  it.  This  is,  however, 
a  delusion,  for  now  there  afe  no  scrip- 
holders  and  can  be  none.  In  order  that, 
this  objection  may  be  understood,  it  is 
necessary  to  state,  that  when  a  company 
is  formed,  after  the  prospectus  is  issued, 
and  the  necessary  meetings  held,  the  first 
proceeding  is  for  the  subscribers  to  pay 
into  the  hands  of  the  banker  a  deposit  of 
so  much  per  share  for  every  share  they 
apply  for,  and  intend  thereafter  to  hold. 
The  bankers,  on  receiving  this  contribu- 
tioh,  give  a  receipt  for  the  money,  and  this 
is  called  scrip.  The  deposits  Ming  paid, 
the  deed  of  partnership  is  then  prepared, 
and  the  shares  regularly  drawn  out  for  the 
subscribers.  When  these  steps  are  taken, 
a  call  is  made  of  so  much  per  share,  and 
the  subscribers  or  holders  of  the  bankers' 
receipts  are  required  to  sign  the  deed  of 
partnership— pay  the  call  made — delivet 
in  to  the  company  the  bankers'  receipt,  or 
scrip— and  receive  in  exchange  shares  ac- 


cording to  the  number  for  which  they  may 
pay.  Wh^  this  formal  proceeding  takes 
place,  some  of  the  original  subscril^rs  not 
unftequently  finding  it  inconvenient  to  gb 
on  with  the  proposed  partnership,  and 
make  good  their  engaffetnents,  prefer  for- 
feiting the  deposit  paid  to  the  bankers, 
and  therefore  decline  signing  the  deed^ 
and  exchanging  scrip  for  shares.  This 
sacrifice  of  what  has  been  paid,  is  per- 
fectly just  and  reasonable,  since,  if  persons 
by  professing  to  become  Subscribers,  or  by 
becoming  so,  induce  others  to  join,*  and 
to  incur  a  great  expense,  it  is  but  honest 
that  those  persons  should  at  least  sustain 
their  proportion  of  the  expense  incurred, 
to  the  period  they  may  quit  the  company. 

Besides  this.  Sir,  me  scrip  ia  forfeited, 
is  valueless,  exists  only  in  name,  and  is 
mere  waste  paper.  The  parties  possessing* 
it  may  have  acquired  it  by  weight,  at  the 
price  of  waste  paper,  and  therefore,  even 
though  they  may  hold  scrip,  or  what  was 
once  scrip,  they  possess  only  the  symbol 
or  sign  of  what  has  long  since  been  de- 
clared forfeited.  And  the  reason,  Sir,  is 
quite  obvious.  The  parties,  when  they 
subscribed  and  received  their  scrip,  did  so 
for  the  purpose  of  becoming  partners  in 
the  company,  and  of  paying  50/.  per  share 
for  every  share  they  subscribed  for;  but 
when  the  partnership  deed  was  prepared — > 
when  the  shares  were  ready — ^wnen  the 
partnership  assumed  a  legal  form — and 
when  a  further  portion  of  subscribed  capi- 
tal was  required  to  be  paid,  the  scrip 
changed  hands — ^the  price  fell  in  the  mar- 
ket— ^what  had  cost  51.  was  then  sold  for 
3/.,  2/.,  or  1/.,  and  then  the  holders  either 
paid  the  second  instalment  of  10/.  per 
share,  and  signed  the  deed,  and  received 
their  shares — or  else,  like  these  scrip-hold- 
ing petitioners,  they  preferred  forfeiting 
the  deposit  of  5/.,  and  retiring  from  all 
future  responsibility  and  payment.  The 
parties,  therefore,  who  in  this,  or  any  other 
undertaking,  set  up  any  claim  as  scrip- 
holders,  after  that  scrip  has  been  forfeited, 
do  so  in  violation  of  every  principle  of  l^w, 
honour,  and  justice.  let  four  of  these 
claimants  are  parties  to  this  petition,  al- 
though they  have  no  interest  to  protect — 
no  property  in  the  company  to  watch  over 
— and  can  be  only  influenced  by  a  motivci 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  of  a  most  suspicious 
and  questionable  kind. 

And  what,  Sir,  let  me  also  inquire,  is 
the  situation  of  the  nine  bond  Jtde  share- 
holders who   have  signed  this  petition? 
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"Why,  (he  directors  made  a  call  of  6L  per 
share,  payable  in  October  last.  Have 
they  paid  such  a  call  ?  No.  Is  their 
non-payment  acquiesced  in  by  the  direc- 
tors f  No.  Actions  have  been  brought 
egpinsi  aU  or  some  of  them.  In  answer 
to  such  actions^  they  had  pleaded  ]pleas  of 
fraud. 

The  directors  pl^  their  mistaken  viewsi 
and  smile  at  tiieir  defence,  l^e  day, 
however,  is  fast  approaching^,  when  the 
merits  of  such^pleas  will  be  tried  by  a  jury. 
Even  this  day  I  have  been  servea  with  a 
subpoena,  to  appear  as  a  witness  in  the 
cause  of  "  Moore  and  others  against 
Hammond,^^  and  yet  this  very  Mr. 
Hammond,  with  his  cause  appointed  for 
trial  on  the  28th  instant,  presents  a  peti- 
tion on  the  9th,  praying  the  House  to  in- 
stitute an  inquiry  into  that  which  is  the 
subject  of  legal  investigation.  I  charge. 
Sir,  the  petitioners  with  a  design  to  preju* 
dice  the  jury  in  favour  of  their  defence, 
I  charge  the  petitioners  with  a  design  to 
defeat  the  ends  of  legal  investigation,  to 
poison  the  fountains  of  justice,  and  to  ob- 
tain, not  an  impartial,  out  an  unfair  and 
partial  decision.  But  in  this,  however,  I 
feel  confident  they  will  be  mistaken,  for 
although  jurymen  are  but  men  of  like  pas* 
sions  with  ourselves,  yet  I  too  highly  re- 
spect the  character,  and  consider  the 
independence  of  a  Britbh  jury  too  un- 
doubted, to  fear  that  eventually  these 
artifices  will  prevail. 

The  petitioners  have  also  another  object 
to  gain.  They  design  to  defeat  my  claim 
for  the  balance  of  70,000/.  due  to  me  for 
the  mines  purchased.  I  claim  a  fulfilment 
of  the  contract.  I  insist  that  it  was  a  fair, 
legal,  honourable,  bond  fide  sale.  I  have 
prepared,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  a  gentle- 
man at  the  bar,  of  great  talents,  and  high 
character,  has  prepared  a  bill  in  Chancery, 
to  compel  the  completion  of  the  purchase, 
and  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money 
into  court.  The  bill  will  ere  long  be  filecf. 
The  petitioners  know  this.  They  know 
that  towards  such  70,000/.  they  must  con- 
tribute— but  instead  of  pleading  their  po- 
verty, or  stating  their  mability  to  make 
good  their  engagements,  which  would  be 
a  subject  of  pily  and  regret,  and  not  of 
reproach — ^instead,  I  say,  of  so  acting, 
they  prepare  and  present  this  petition,  and 
pray  it  may  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, hoping  thereby  to  prejudice  the 
judge,  before  whom  the  case  must  be  ar- 
gued, against  the  validity  of  my  claim. 


In  this,  however,  I  feel  equally  confident  that 
they  will  experience  disappointment,  and 
that  they  will  eventually  be  taught  that  valid 
contracts  are  not  easily  to  be  set  aside, 
and  that  sales  and  purchases  are  matters 
of  too  grave  a  tiature  to  be  trifled  with  by 
individuals  possessing  the  loose  morals 
and  principles  of  some  members  of  the 
Stock  Exchange. 

If,  Sir,  their  cause  be  good,  there  is  no' 
necessity  to  adopt  this  form  of  proceeding. 
If  the  matter  of  which  they  complain  be  of  a 
criminal  nature,  let  them  resort  to  the  cri- 
minal courts ;  if  of  a  civil  nature,  to  the 
law  courts ;  if  of  an  equitable  nature,  to 
the  courts  of  Exchequer  or  Chancery.  Or, 
if  dissatisfied  with  these  modes  of  mquiry, 
let  them  attempt  to  dissolve  the  company. 
Let  them  convene  the  meetings  required 
by  the  deed  of  settlement,  and  endeavour 
to  dissolve  the  company,  and  then  they 
will  discover  the  insignincant  minority  of 
which  they  are  composed. 

When,  Sir,  the  nine  petitioners,  who 
possess  some  interest  in  this  company, 
nave  adopted  these  measures  without  suc- 
cess, then  it  is  surely  time  enough  for 
them,  if  they  have  any  grievances  to  com- 
plain of,  to  come  down  to  this  House  and 
ask  for  its  interposition.  But  of  real 
grounds  for  complaint  they  have  none. 
Shares  are  unpopular,  money  is  scarce, 
prices  are  low,  persons  have  speculated 
beyond  their  capital,  and  now,  ^cause  of 
these  circumstances,  and  these  only,  the 
petitioners  turn  round  up9n  myself,  and 
the  directors  of  this  company,  and  practi- 
cally say,  ''  Although  we  entered  into  this 
company  with  our  eyes  open,  although  the 
mines  are  good,  and  the  concern  might  be 
carried  on  advantageously;  although  we 
have  bound  ourselves  to  assist  in  so  carry- 
ing it  on,  yet  we  have  changed  our  minds, 
our  money  is  disposed  of  elsewhere,  and 
we  will  now  examine  into  the  original  con- 
stitution of  the  company,  and  impute 
fraud,  and  excite  sympathy,  and  thus 
endeavour  to  obtain  relief.'' 

This,  Sir,  is  the  real  character  of  this 
petition,  and  these  are  the  real  motives 
and  objects  of  the  petitioners.  Let  me 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
twelve  charges  which  the  petition  contains ; 
and  in  so  doing,  let  roe  beg  of  the  House 
to  bear  in  mind  the  charges  as  I  proceed, 
and  see  whether  to  each  I  do  not  suraly 
a  clear  and  satisfactory  refutation.  Be- 
fore, however,  I  proceed  to  those  charges, 
let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
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two  or  three  leading  facts  connected  with 
the  petition  and  the  company.    The  peti- 


tion sets  forth,  that  a  prospectus  was 
printed  and  circulated ;  and  that,  upon  the 
faith  of  thisy  the  petitioners  were  induced 
to  subscribe.  This  is  perfectly  true  as  far 
as  it  is  stated,  but  the  petitioners  should 
have  added  that  the  prospectus  consisted, 
not  of  a  few  lines  or  sentences  hastily 
thrown  together,  or  of  high-sounding  names. 


in  the  public  papers,  besides  being  sent 
to  every  individual  with  the  letter  allotting 
the  shares.  The  plea  of  ignorance,  there- 
fore, is  here  untenable,  and  no  shareholder 
in  this  company  can  honestly  and  fairly 
seek  to  avail  himself  of  such  a  plea. 

Now,  Sir,  is  it  contended  by  the  gentle* 
man  who  has  presented  this  petition,  or 
by  the  petitioners  themselves,  that  the  al- 
legations in  the  prospectus  were  untrue  ? 


but  without  facts  or  data  to  suppbrt  them,  I  Certainly  not.     Is   it  alleged  that  there 


but  that  the  prospectus  consisted  of  twenty- 
two  printed  octavo  pages,  that  it  not  merely 
supplied  the  names  of  the  mines,  but  their 
locality,  their  mining  condition,  their  dis- 
advantages as  well  as  advantages,  their 
dark  as  well  as  their  bright  side  of  the  pic- 
ture, that  it  even  set  forth  the  written  re- 
ports of  the  various  persons  who  had  ex- 
amined and  reported  on  the  mines  by 
name.  The  prospectus  stated  that  these 
mines  had  been  purchased,  and  that  those 
"who  subscribed  would  subscribe  to  pay  for 
them.  The  petitioners  have  omitted  also 
to  state  another  fact,  which  makes  so 
much  against  them.  They  have  omitted 
to  state  that,  to  which  I  particularly  in- 
vite the  attention  of  this  House ;  namely, 
that  before  one  single  shilling  of  this  capital 
was  paid,  each  person  who  had  applied  for 
shares,  and  to  whom  shares  had  been  al- 
lotted, was  supplied  with  a  printed  copy  of 
this  prospectus,  and  allowed  some  days 
for  its  consideration,  before  they  were  re- 
quired to  determine  whether  they  would 
pay  or  decline  the  shares.  This  I  con- 
sider most  important,  and  especially, 
when  the  clauses,  as  to  the  proposed  go- 
vernment of  the  company,  contained  in 
that  prospectus,  are  considered.  In  many 
other  companies,  payment  was  first  re- 
quired, and  then  a  prospectus  followed. 
But  here  the  prospectus  preceded  the  pay- 
ment. I D  manyother  com  panics  payment  was 
first  required,  and  then  followed  the  names 
of  directors  and  officers,  but  in  this  asso- 
ciation the  names  were  first  supplied.  In 
'many  other  companies  payment  was  first 
required,  and  then  followed  a  statement 
of  the  proposed  plan  of  regulation  or  go- 
vernment, but  in  this,  payment  was  the 
last  thing  required,  and  no  one  was  ex- 
pected or  invited  to  join  it,  until  he  had 
first  fully  satisfied  himself,  not  only  of  the 
nature  of  the  undertaking,  but  even  of  all 
its  minor  arrangements.  Nor  can  indi- 
viduals plead  exemption  firom  this,  on  any 
ground  whatever ;  tor  this  long  prospectus, 
of  twenty-two  pages,  was  actually  inserted 


were  no  such  mines  as  those  mentioned? 
No.    Is  it  alleged  that  the  mines  are  bad 
or  valueless?     No.      Is  it  even  alleged 
that  too  much  money  was  paid  or  agreed 
to  be  paid  for  them  ?     No.    Then,  Sir,  is  it 
alleged  that  the  state  of  the  mines,  as  de» 
tailed  in  the  reports  of  the  surveyors  em^ 
bodied  in  the  prospectus^  were  untrue? 
No.     Is  it  even  alleged  that  the  names  of 
the  directors  and  officers  mentioned  were 
placed  there  without  their  permission,  or 
that  they  were  dishonourable,  or  ignorant. 
Or  improper  men?     No.     Is  it  alleged 
that  the  deed  of  partnership  is  objection- 
able, or  at  variance  with  ttie  prospectus  ? 
No.    And  even  if  it  were,  the  following 
clause  at  the  end  of  the  prospectus,  and 
to  which   I  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House,  would  answer  such  an  objection. 
For  so  cautious.  Sir,  were  the  individuals 
who  established  this  company,  that  there 
should  be  no  possible  mistake  respecting 
it,     that    they    inserted    the    following 
clause : — ^*  The  Company  is  governed  by  a 
Board  of  eighteen  Directors,  exclusive  of 
the  Chairman  and  two  Deputy  Chairmen. 
The  affairs  of  the  Company  will  be  managed 
under  a  Deed  of  Settlement,  which,  when 
approved  and  signed  by  the  majority  of  the 
Directors,  will  he  deemed  the  Deed  of  Set- 
tlement fbr  regulating  the  Company." 

What  then,  Sir,  I  ask,  is  alleged  in  this 
petition,  and  what  are  the  pretended  rea- 
sons for  requesting  this  House  to  appoint 
a  Select  Committee  ?  Yes,  Sir,  the  peti- 
tion prays  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select 
Committee,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Arigna 
Company.  I  should  have  thought  the 
honourable  member  who  presented  this 
petition  had  had  enough  of  such  commit- 
tees and  such  investigations.  The  honour- 
able member  who  moved  for  that  commit- 
tee is  welcome  to  enjoy  the  triumph  of  that 
investigation,  and  to  congratulate  himself 
upon  its  issue ;  but  as  far  as  I  know  the 
opinions  of  others,  there  is  towards  Mr. 
Brogden  and  Mr.  Bent  but  one  feeling--* 
that  of  congratulation  to  these  honourable 
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members,  who  have  come  out  of  that  inves- 
tigation so  fully  acquitted. 

The  first  charge,  Sir,  which  the  peti- 
tioners make,  is,  "  that  the  annual  meet- 
ing, which  should  have  been  held  in  April, 
1826,  was  not  so  held  till  June!"  Now, 
let  me  ask  the  hon.  member,  what  injury 
resulted  from  this  either  to  the  sharehold* 
ers,  the  directors,  or  the  company  ?  None. 
None  is  even  alleged  in  the  petition.  But 
this  is  not  the  only  answer  to  the  charge. 
The  deed  of  settlement  required  that  all 
accounts  of  the  company  should,  in  every 
year,  be  made  up  and  audited  to  the  31st 
March,  to  be  submitted  to  the  annual 
meeting  to  be  held  in  April.  But  after 
some  time,  the  directors  found  this  to  be 
impracticable.  In  consequence  of  the  na- 
ture and  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  of 
mines  in  Cornwall,  one  or  two  months 
must  always  be  in  arrear.  Indeed,  before 
the  middle  of  May,  the  directors  could 
not  procure  the  accounts  to  the  31  st  of 
March,  as  directed  by  the  deed ;  and 
therefore,  as  the  directors  were  obliged 
either  to  hold  the  meeting  in  April,  with- 
out the  accounts  being  ready  for  inspec- 
tion, or  to  postpone  the  meeting,  they  re- 
solved on  postponing  the  meeting  till 
June.  And  they  were  additionally  induced 
to  adopt  this  determination,  from  the  cir- 
.cumstance  that  the  manifest  object  of  the 
deed  was  to  secure  that,  when  the  annual 
meeting  was  held,  the  accounts  of  the  pre- 
ceding twelve  months  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  meeting,  but  if  the  .meeting  had 
been  held  in  April,  the  report  of  the  direc- 
tors could  only  have  been  a  report  of  the 
first  nine  months.  The  meetmg  would, 
however,  have  taken  place  in  May,  but 
ibr  the  dissolution,  or  expected  dissolu- 
tion, of  the  last  parliament;  and  it  was 
then  said,  postpone  the  annual  meeting 
until  June,  because,  otherwise,  the  share- 
holders will  inquire,  Where  are  your 
noblemen,  and  your  members  of  parlia- 
ment? TV  here  are  your  directors  now? 
and  will,  perchance,  infer  from  their  ab- 
sence that  they  have  abandoned  the  con- 
cern. 

The  second  charge  is— -"That  at  the 
meeting  held  at  the  Albion  Tavern,  the 
persons  present  agreed  to  purchase  the 
mines  of  Mr.  Wilks  for  121,000/."  This, 
Sir,  is  perfectly  true,  but  is  there  any 
allegation  that  the  mines  are  not  worth 
the  sums  agpreed  to  be  paid  for  them  ?  The 
meeting  was  held  before  the  money  was 
required  from  the  sharehoiden — ^the  mines 


had  been  examined  and  reported  on-— 
the  reports  were  laid  before  the  meeting 
—they  were  printed  and  circulated — ^the 
prices  paid  for  the  mmes  were  not  kept 
secret.  As  well  might  an  individual  com- 
plain that  an  estate  was  sold  by  auction 
for  70,000/.,  simply  because  it  was  so  sold, 
and  simply  because  the  price  was  70,009/., 
as  for  these  individuals  to  complain  that 
the  price  given  was  121,000/.,  without 
stating  that  they  are  prepared  to  prove, 
by  the  most  undoubtea  testimony,  that  it 
was  an  excessive  and  exorbitant  sum,  and 
not  excessive  or  exorbitant  now,  but  then, 
namely  in  April,  1825,  since  the  House 
will  recollect  the  price  of  shares  in  mines 
at  that  time — the  standard  price  of  copper 
at  that  time — the  state  of  these  mines  at 
that  time — and  the  saleable  price  at  that 
time.  A  valuation  now,  when  the  mines 
have  been  neglected — ^when  the  machinery 
is  getting  out  of  order — ^when  the  water  in 
some  has  been  gaining  ground  for  months 
— ^when  trade  b  stagnant — ^when  joint- 
stock  companies  are  unpopular — ^when 
capital  is  scarce,  and  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise and  speculation  checked ;  I  say.  Sir, 
a  valuation  now  would  supply  no  criterion, 
unless  the  valuation  was  made  with  refer- 
ence to  April,  1825.  For,  after  all,  the 
House  must  remember  that  the  value  of  a 
mine,  like  the  value  of  a  field,  is  what  it 
will  fetch.  Now,  Sir,  is  it  alleged  that, 
after  taking  all  these  circumstances  into 
consideration,  and  making  all  these  allow- 
ances, the  sum  of  121,000/.  was  still  ex- 
cessive and  fraudulent  ?  not  one  syllable 
has  escaped  the  lips  of  the  worthy  alderman 
to  that  effect,  nor  is  there  one  word  bear- 
ing upon  it  in  the  petition.  Why  had  not 
these  parties  sent  down  unsuspected  sur- 
veyors of  first-rate  character,  knowledge, 
and  talent,  to  report  on  the  nature,  capa- 
bilities, and  probable  value  in  April,  1825, 
of  the  mines  and  machinery  ?  and  why  did 
they  not  present  such  reports  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  ?  I  have  invariably  said,  if 
you  can  prove  that  I  asked  too  much,  and 
that  you  agreed  to  pay  too  much,  then 
establish  your  case,  and  I  will  make  a 
deduction  from  my  contract  price,  but  it 
is  too  much  to  ask  the  House  to  impugn 
my  contract,  and  pronounce  the  price 
agreed  on  to  be  enormous,  without  evidence, 
or  ¥rithout  statement.  I  have  over  and 
over  again  offered  to  refer  this  to  arbitra- 
tion— ^to  the  arbitration  of  any  honourable 
and  respectable  men,  but  the  offer  has  not 
been  aoieded  to«  And  as  to  the  testimony 
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of  d^arelHMerB,  game  shareholdon  who 
have  vi^tad  the  mUieSy  or  employed  per- 
sons tp  visit  them,  have  reported  on  them 
most  favoor^Uy.  Every  shareholder  has 
also  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  them 
7-they  are  in  no  distant  land — in  no  track- 
lesa  £mst — in  no  deseirt  country,  or  im- 
passahW  mountain.  They  aie  not  three 
biund^ed  miles  from  the^  Metropolis  of  the 
British  empire*— tbey  are  situate  in  Cora- 
wall — they  ca^  be  easily  discovered  and 
inspected*  Yet,  though  this  has  not  been 
done  by  these  nine  petitioners,  they  matue 
it  a  leading  featuire  in  their  complaiat, 
that  121,000/,  wasa^^r^dtobepaidtome 
^  for.tt^  mines«  Is  concealment  of  the  price 
alleged  ?  No  I  that  was  impossible.  The 
saines  were  bpugjbXat  a  meeting  openly-— 
at  a  meeting  held  at  a  pubUc  tavern  in  the 
city  of  L^don — ^the  separate  prices  agxeed 
to  be  given  for  each  mine  distmctiy  stated 
r-the  prices  given,  by  me  for  each  mine 
stated  with  equal  distinctness — the  value 
of  each  jaine  was  canvassed  and  di/Ksussed 
—the  reports^on  each  mine  were  read — ^my 
egreementa  for  the  conditional  purchase  of 
each  mine  exhibited  and  perused — a  cal* 
culation  made  of  the  profit  I  might  realize 
—and  then  the  following  Reeohitions 
adopted,  unanimously,  and  to  which  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  House.  They  are 
these—''  Resolved  Third— That  it  appears 
to  this  meeting,  that  Mr.  Wilks,  of  New 
Broad-street»  is  possessed  of  many  very 
valuable  and  approved  mines,  and  that  the 
reportsof  captain  Richards,  captain  Teague, 
and  captain  Champion,  have  satisfied  this 
meeting  of  the  expediency  of  purchasing 
the  mines.  Fourth^«-That  this  meeting 
therefore  agree  to  purchase  Wheal  BouUon 
mine  for  25,000i. ;  Wheal  Nancy  mine  for 
8,000/. ;  Wheal  Fanay  mine  for  1 2,^500/. ; 
Wheal  Crenver,  OatfiMd,  and  Chance,  for 
30,000/.;  Wheal  Abraham  and  Wheal 
Drym  for  4,000/. ;  West  Wheal  Welling- 
ton  for  7,000/. ;  Great  Wheal  Fortune  for 
11,500/.:  Wheal  Barnard  for  11,000/.; 
and  West  Wheal  Vor  for  12,000/. ;  making 
together  the  sum  of  121^00/.  Twenty- 
sixth.— That  die  Directors  have  the  power 
to  purchase  (m  addition  to  those  auea% 
purchased  of  Mr.  Wilks)  such  other  mines 
m  Cornwall,  or  Devonshire,  as  they  n^ay 
deem  eUgibde  ibr  the  interests  of  the 
Company." 

What  became.  Sir,  of  these  Resolutions  ? 
Were  they  secreted  ?  Were  they  deposited 
in  some  iron  box,  as  a  document  unfit  for 
publie  inspectioa  ?  No  such  thing,  fojr  let 


me  trouble  the  House  with  nearly  the  last 
Resolution,  which  runs  thus : — ''  Thirty- 
first. — That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be 
entered  in  a  minute  book,  to  be  called 
'The  Proprietors'  Mmute  Book,'  and  be 
signed  by.  the  chairman,  and  that  a  copy 
of  the  minutes  be  sent  forthwith  to  eara 
absent  director."  But  it  may  be  asked, 
were  the  Resolutions  so  entered,  and  copied, 
and  distributed?  Unauestionably.  The 
Resolutions  wereenterea  in  the  Proprietors' 
Minute  Book  by  a  clerk  of  the  company, 
and  that  Proprietors'  Minute  Book  was 
open  foe  the  inspection  of  the  shareholders, 
at  the  office^  of  the  company,  and  was 
laid  on  the  table  to  invite  inspection. 

Furdier,  did  i  attempC  to  conceal  that  I 
was  the  vendor  to  the  company  ?  Did  I 
introduce  anj  oth^  name  ?  Did  I  hide 
the  transaction,  or  hesitate  to  avow  it? 
No.  The  Resolution  I  have  already  read 
must,  I  should  think,  have  satisfied  the 
House  upon  this  point.  Further,  let  me 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact, 
that  three  of  the  individuals,  from  whom  I 
purchased  some  of  the  mines,  became 
director8«  I  refer  to  Mr.  Teague,  Mr, 
Came,  and  Mr.  Reynolds.  If  I  had  wished 
to  secret  the  circimiatance,  that  I  had 
made  a  profit  on  my  purchase,  or  evea  to 
secret  the  exact  amount  of  profit,  should 
I  have  adopted  this  line  of  conduct,  to  in- 
troduce three  gentlemen  to  the  board  of 
directors, .  fully  cognizant  of  the  facts  ? 
But  though  I  concealed  nothing  in  my 
proceedings,  the  worthy  alderman,  ^ho  has 
presented  this  petition,  has  been  far  less 
candid  and  open,  I  asked  for  an  inspection 
of  the  names  attached  to  this  petiiion,  and 
tliat  individual  has  thought  fit  to  refuse 
them  [no,  from  Mr.  Alderman  Waithman], 
The  hoB.  member.  Sir,  denies  this,  and,  as 
he  denies  it,  I  will  show  the  House  what 
that  denial  is  worth.  Sir,  I  applied,  in 
the  fin^t  instance  by  letter,  to  ue  hon. 
monher,  for  a  copy  of  this  petition ;  at 
first  he  refused  it,  and  said  he  had  consult^ 
edsome  members,  who  said  it  was  unusual; 
he,  however,  afterwards  promised  to  con- 
sult the  SpeiEdcer.  In  a  few  days  he  wrote 
me  a  letter,  stating  he  would  admit  me  to 
peruse  the  petition  at  his  own  house, 
before  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  This 
step  I  declined,  preferring  to  iospect  it  at 
the  VoteToffice.  But  what  did  the  hoa. 
member  leave  thexe?  Not  the  petition, 
but  a  sheet  of  paper,  professing  to  contaia 
a  copy  of  the  petition,  but  withoutasing;le 
signature  aUacbed  to  it.     I  then  appU^ 
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to  the  hoD.  member  for  an  iaspeetion  of  the 
names.  And  did  he  comply  with  my 
request?  Certainly,  not.  I  now,  there* 
fore.  Sir,  as  an  English  gentlemai^,  call  on 
the  hon.  member  to  9etiact»  a9  he  ia  bound 
to  dp,  his  most  improper  and  unparlia- 
menUury  denial  [hear,  hear],  I  t^refore 
repeat.  Sir,  the  observation  which  I  juat 
now  made,  that  the  charge  of  concealment 
attaches  not  to  me,  hot  to  the  worthy 
alderman. 

But  further,  Sir,  with  releieace  to  this 
aecood  charge,  I  h^  to  ask,  what  must 
have  been  my  opinion  of  the  mines,  the 
purchase,  and  the  probability  of  success, 
when  1  state,  that  myself,  wd  my  then 
partner,  Mr.  Verbeke,  took  two  thousand 
shares  in  the  company,  and  hare  actnally 
paid  30,000/.  ?  All  those  shaxes  are  now 
mine,  and  I  have  not  parted  with  them. 
Was  this  like  the  conduct  of  an  individual 
who  was  c^ling  or  deceiving  others — ^to 
place  30,000/.  in  it  himself?  And  let  me 
|dso  add  on  this  topic,  tbat  at  the  meeting 
where  these  mines  were  purchased  from 
me,  all  the  agreements,  docmnenis,  reports, 
surveys,  wli^ther  good  or  bad,  weie  pro- 
duced bv  me,  evai^ined,  consid^ed,  and 
discussed:  and  that  wbal  was  done  by.  those 
parties,  and  acquiesced  ia  by  the  share* 
holdo^  was  so  done  deldierately,  cabnly, 
and  with  d;ue  conaidemtion.  Nor  shanld  I 
omit  stating  to  the  House  a  cuoeumstance, 
which,  at  leastin  my  opinion,  is  entitled  to 
muc^  weight.  One  of  the  shareholders, 
a  Mr.  Johnston,  in  die  early  history  of  the 
cmnpany,  expressed  strongly  to  the  secre- 
tary bis  opinion  to  be  uafavouiable,  and 
lie  declined  for  a  longtime  exchanging  his 
acrip  for  shares.  But  ia  August,  1 885,  he 
attended  on  the  secretary,  stated  that  he 
was  a  holder  of  seventy  scrij^  receipts ;  that 
he  had,  on  pievious  occasions,  intimated 
his  iatention  of  forfeiting  mume  of  the  scrip 
from  unfavourable  reports  v^ich  had  been 
4Hrcalated ;  that  he  had  then,  however, 
eatiafied  himself  of  the  good  management 
.of  the  company — of  its  great  utility  — 
of  the  benefit  which  must  ultimately 
reaidt  to  the  shareholders  when  all  Ae 
mines  were  in  fuU  woik«  He  further 
elated,  that  he  had  delayed  payii^  the 
call  until  he  had  satis6ed  himself  by 
inquiiiea  of  men  connected  with  mining  ia 
Cornwall,. and  aUe  to  give  a  conect  opi- 
nion. He  then  stated,  tiiat  he  had  learned 
that  the  company  was  entitled  to  the 
gfeatest  confidence,  and  would  prove  an 
MViatageous  moans  of  inveatn^ent.    Ox 
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two  mines,  n^u^y,  <<  Wheal  Fanny,**  and 
<<  Wheal  Fortune^'*  the  gentleman  further 
pronounced  very  high  opinions,  and  ex* 
pressed  his  perfect  satisfaction  with  the 
undertaking.  Npw«  Sir,  this  was  the  tes- 
timony of  an  individual,  mucq  prejudiced 
at  one  tipie  i^ainst  the  cc^npany,  but  who 
afterwards  satisfied  himself  that  his  jfemar 
(pinion  was  erroneoqa,  and  then  had  the 
manliness  and  honomr  to  state  the  result  rf 
{lis  conviction* 

It  has,  however,  been  urgod,  Sir,  .by 
some  persons  out  of  this  House*  that  whilst 
those  who  attended  the  meeting  have  cer«' 
tainly  no  right  to  comf^n  of  the  prioe 
given  for  the  mines,  those  who  did  not 
attend  have  such  rigbt#  Now,  Sir,  to 
this  proposition  I  cannot  possibly  assent. 
Those  who  did  not  so  attei^d  were  in  no 
way  prejudiced.  First,  becanse  no  deposits 
had  been  paid  when  the  meeting  was  held. 
Second,  because  no  prospectus  was  iswted 
till  after  the  meeting,  and,  therefore,  p»r 
sons  were  not  asked  to  subscribe  to  pnr- 
.chase  mines,  with  the  names  or  nature  of 
vi^h  they  were  unacquainted,  siaq^  all 
these  facts -were  detailed  in  thepipspeelus. 
Third,  because  the  resolutions  adopted  at 
)ihe  meeting  were  c^n  to  the  inspection  of 
all  parties  who  did  not  attend  the  meeting; 
Foarth,  becanse  theae  leaolnftions  wese 
entered  m  the  Proprietors'  Minute  Bo^, 
kept  open  at  the  office,  for  the  inqiecUoa 
of  the  proprietors  at  all  times,  Fifth, 
because  the  parties  had  abnndanee  of  time 
between  the  period  when  the  pieapectiis 
was  issiied,  and  the  deposit  required  to  be 
paid,  to  make  all  necessary  inquiries :  and 
sixth,  becanse  the  nine  persons  who  have 
signed  this  petition,  and  infactall  the  sharer 
holders,  had  months  in  which  to  make 
inquiries,  and  remove  doubts,  if  any  they 
entertained,  befoie  they  exchanged  their 
scrip  foi  idiaros,  and  became  formaUj 
paitnere. 

For  the  reasons  1  have  now  stated,  I 
therefore  submit  to  this  House,  with  a  fedr 
ingofthe  most  perfect  confidence,  that 
the  second  charge  follows  the  fate  of  the 
fiist.  And  I  again  protest  againit  the 
conduct  of  these  petitioaers,  who  ventove 
to  inainuate  the  {Nrice  agreed  to  be  given 
foff  die  mines  at  the  time  as  exoessive, 
irithout  daring  expressly  to  charge  so :  or 
without  adducing,  or  offering  to  oddnee, 
one  tittle  of  evidence  to  support  the  ps^ 
position. 

The  third  charge  contained  in  the  pettf- 
tion,  j»~-''  That  the  diieotors  made  n 
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resenre  of  two  thotisand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  shares."  Now,  Sir,  those  who  make 
this  charge,  are  either  ignorant  or  not  aware 
of  the  resolutions  establishing  thiscompany. 
If  ignorant,  they  should  have  informed 
themselves ;  but  if  aware,  then  they  have 
no  excuse  to  offer.  Why,  Sir,  by  the 
seventh  resolution  of  the  meeting  at  which 
this  company  was  originally  formed,  the 
directors  were  expressly  empowered  to  re- 
serve as  many  shares  as  they  might  think 
fit.  In  pursuance  of  such  resolution,  the 
directorsdid  reserve  some  shares,but  though 
originally  to  the  number  mentioned  in  the 
petition,  yet  subsequently  only  to  the 
amount  of  six  hundred.  On  the  13th 
t>f  April,  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty  shares  were  allotted ;  on  the 
Q6th  of  April,  eighty ;  and  afterwards  to 
myself  and  partner,  two  thousand.  Thus, 
if  all  the  shares  allotted  had  been  paid 
upon,  nine  thousand  four  hundred  would 
have  been  issued  instead  of  ten  thousand, 
the  total  number  of  shares,  and  a  reserve 
of  six  hundred  only  would  have  been  made. 
Nor,  Sir,  does  it  affect  the  statement  I  have 
now  made,  that  all  the  nine  thousand  four 
hundred  shares  so  allotted  were  not  paid 
upon.  This  was  no  fault  of  the  directors, 
but  only  of  those  persons,  principally  con- 
nected with  the  Stock  Exchange,  who 
applied  for  shares  in  all  proposed  compa* 
nies,  as  soon  as  even  their  titles  were  an- 
nounced, and  then  who  either  paid  or  not, 
according  to  whether  the  shares  came  out 
at  a  premium  or  not.  The  question  i», 
what  shares  were  allotted  that  might 
have  been  paid  upon  ?  and  my  answer  is 
nine  thousand  four  hundred.  Thus  much 
for  this  subject  of  complaint. 

The  fourth  charge  is — *^  That  the  direc- 
tors bought  up  one  thousand  shares  at  a 
premium,  and  paid  for  them  6,198/.  ISs.** 
In  order.  Sir,  that  the  precise  nature  of 
this  allegation  may  be  understood,  allow 
me  to  remind  the  House  that  the  one 
thousand  shares  so  bought  up  for6,198/.15s. 
had  first  of  all  been  paid  upon  by  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  had  been  allotted ;  and 
that  the  sum  so  paid,  being  6L  per  share, 
was  5,000/.  The  real  question,  therefore, 
is  whether  the  difference  between  the 
5,000/.  and  the  6,198/.  15«.  being 
1,198/.  I5$,y  was  or  was  not  honestly  and 
properly  laid  out,  it  being  so  expended  in 
premiums  and  commission  paid  on  the  one 
thouiaQd  shares  purchased  in  the  .market? 
for  the  House  will  clearly  understand,  that 
although  the  petiUoners  would  mystify  this  i 


matter,  it  is  a  most  simple  transaction.  It 
would  appear  from  the  petition  as  though 
6,198/.  15s.  had  been  lost  or  sacrificed  ; 
whereas,  the  total  loss  was  1,198/.  15f., 
being  the  sum  paid  for  premiums  and 
commission. 

Now,  Sir,  the  object  of  the  directors  in 
making  this  purchase  was  fair  and  bond 
fide.  The  directors  were  told  by  indivi- 
duals connected  with,  the  Stock-exchange 
— ^^  Your  prospectus  is  too  long — your 
statements  too  minute — ^your  information 
too  specific.  This  is  not  the  kind  of  thing 
to  take  in  the  market.  Depend  on  it 
your  shares  will  not  be  paid  on.  We 
advise  you  to  buy  up  the  shares  and 
abandon  the  undertaking."  The  directors 
were  further  told — "  By  your  candour, 
your  ingenuousness,  your  •  concern  will 
fail— mystery,  hard  names,  and  unknown 
geography,  are  better  suited  to  the  Stock- 
exchange  than  mines  in  Cornwall  — 
worked  by  Englishmen  —  with  English 
capital — under  the  sancUon  of  English 
laws— and  subject  to  English  tribunal?. 
Depend  on  it  it  will  not  do."  The 
directors  perceived  that  there  was  some 
tardiness  m  payment,  and  they  resolved, 
for  a  short  time,  to  adopt  the  advice 
given — ^to  buy  up  the  shares — ^to  divide 
the  loss  among  themselves — and  to  resign 
the  undertaking.  It  was  at  this  period 
the  order  was  given.  What  was  its  effect  ? 
The  shares  rose  in  price.  In  one  day 
they  were  purchased — a  great  body  of  the 
applicants  for  shares  came  forwcurd  and 
paid  upon  them — and  the  company  instead 
of  being  abandoned,  was  established. 

Now,  Sir,  did  the  directors,  in  adopting 
this  measure,  do  it  with  the  intention  of 
forcing  up  the  market?  Certainly  not. 
Was  this  their  object  ?  This  may  be  best 
answered  by  referring  to  their  conduct. 
When  the  shares  were  at  a  premium,  did 
the  directors  sell  their  shares  ?  Did  they 
take  them  into  the  market  to  profit  there- 
by ?  No  such  thing.  They  sold  not  one 
single  share— they  did  not  offer  to  do  it. 
The  shares  originally  taken  by  them,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  they  stiU  retain* 
Some  of  them  have  increased  their  original 
number,  and  all,  even  now,  feel  assured 
that  the  mines  only  require  a  fair  ex-*- 
penditure  of  capital  upon  them  to  be  re- 
munerative to  toe  share-holders.  And  let 
me  further  ask  of  the  worthy  alderman^ 
did  the  directors  gain  by  this  transaction  ? 
Was  it  not  a  loss  to  thera  ?  Did  not  the 
directorsi    ofiicers,    and    their    firiends» 
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possetf  by  far  the  greatest  portion  of 
shares?  Was  not  any  loss,  therefore, 
a  loss  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  other 
shareholders.  The  object  was  bond  fide — 
the  intention  was  honourable  and  just. 
By  it»the  directors  sought  not  to  profit — 
and  did  not  profit — ^but  sustained  a  loss — 
and  yety  at  the  expiration  of  two  years 
(rom  the  transaction,  though  it  was  well 
known  and  publicly  talked  of  at  the  time, 
these  petitioners  come  forward  to  upbraid 
the  directors  in  the  petition  now  on  the 
table  of  this  House. 

Hie  Fifth  Charge  is  one  connected 
with  that  to  which  I  have  just  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  House,  it  is  —  *'  That  the 
purchase  of  the  one  thousand  shares  was 
for  fictitious  purposes."  This,  Sir,  I 
pronounce  to  be  untrue.  If  only  a  thou- 
sand shares  had  been  paid  upon,  the 
thousand  shares  would  have  been  thus 
bought  up-*-the  loss  by  the  premium,  &c. 
would  have  been  sustained  by  the  direc- 
tors, and  the  company  would  have  been 
abandoned.  But  the  result  was  widely 
different.  The  persons  to  whom  shares 
were  allotted,  and  who  were  unconnected 
with  the  Stock-exchange,  thought  better 
of  it  than  those  individuals,  and  many 
thousand  shares  being  paid  on,  the  com- 
pany was  continued.  But  what  became 
of  the  one  thousand  shares  so  purchased  ? 
Were  they  afterwards  tfold?  No.  -  Were 
they  misappropriated  ?  No.  Are  they 
still  in  existence,  and  in  possession  of  the 
company  ?  Most  assuredly.  If  the  di- 
rectors had  sold  them  again,  and  made  a 
lareer  profit  than  the  1,198/.  155.,  and 
bad  divided  that  profit,  or  had  divided 
any  profit,  and  charged  the  company  with 
the  loss,  then  the  object  'might  have  been 
fictitious,  and  the  directors  might  have 
been  blamed ;  but  no  such  event  occurred, 
and  no  such  conduct  is  imputed. 

There  is  also  another  answer  to  this 
objection.  In  the  deed  of  settlement 
which  these  very  petitioners,  who  are 
shareholders,  have  signed,  is  contained 
a  clause  expressly  empowering  the  direc- 
tors to  buy  up  shares,  and  either  to  cancel 
or  resell  them,  or  to  retain  them  for  the 
company.  This  deed,  so  signed,  was  not 
executea  hastily,  or  without  deliberation, 
b^  the  petitioners,  but  after  mature  con- 
sideration ;  and  yet,  although  this  deed 
contains  in  it  a  clause  expressly  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  of  shares  by  the  di- 
rectors, these  petitioners  object  to  a  pur- 
chase made  on  the  very  same  prmciple  by 
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the  directors,  simply  because  it  was  made 
before  the  deed  was  signed.  If  the  share- 
holders by  the  deed  had  not  adopted  the 
principle,  they  might  have  found  fault, 
but  having  adopted  it  by  signing  the  deed, 
I  submit  to  this  House  that  their  com- 
plaint is  both  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

The  Sixth  Charge  made  by  the  Petition- 
ers, is  —  "That  I  was  not  entitled  to  the 
Mines  when  I  sold  them  at  the  Meeting 
held  at  the  Albion  Tavern."  This  state- 
ment IB  untrue,  and  the  petitioners  well 
know  that  it  is  so.  I  had  at  that  time 
agreed,  in  writing,  witli  the  agents  of  the 
parties  belonging  to  the  mines  to  purchase 
them  for  certain  sums,  and  had  stipulated 
in  what  manner  I  should  pay  for  them. 
In  consequence  of  these  agreements  I 
received  possession  of  the  mines ;  at  the 
meeting  in  question  I  produced  these 
agreements.  I  sold  my  interest  whatever 
that  interest  might  be — I  had  an  equitable, 
as  well  as  legal  interest,  and  that  interest 
was  purchased  from  me.  But  then  it  is 
urged  that  the  agreements  under  which  I 
held  were  only  conditional,  that  is,  that 
they  contained  a  clause  making  them  void, 
unless  within  a  given  time  I  established  a 
company  or  partnership  to  work  them. 
This  clause  was  proposed  by  the  vendonc, 
and  not  by  me,  but  whethet  by  me  or  by 
them,  it  appeared  a  fair  and  reasonable 
one;  for  the  vendors  inquired — Do  you 
intend  to  work  these  mines  yourself?  I 
replied,  certainly  not,  but  that  I  proposed 
to  sell  them  to  a  company  for  the  best 
price  I  could  procure,  and  what  the  mines 
were  worth.  They  then  stated  that  by 
the  terms  of  the  leases,  and  the  custom  of 
Cornwall,  the  mines  must  be  worked 
within  a  given  time,  and  as  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  work  them,  but  to  sell  them  to 
a  company  who  would  work  them,  they 
must  require  the  contract  to  be  at  an  end, 
unless  the  company  should  purchase  them 
within  a  given  time.  To  this  I  assented, 
and  the  original  agreements  were  so  pre- 
pared* When,  however^  the  company 
purchased  the  mines  of  me,  the  conditional 
agreements  were  cancelled,  and  absolute 
ones  entered  into— and  at  this  moment 
actions  are  pending  against  me  to  recover 
the  sums  agreed  to  be  paid  by  me,  thereby 
demonstrating,  that  I  was  really  the  pur- 
chaser, and  s^erwardsthe  bond  fide  seller  ; 
and  that  there  was  no  trick  or  understand- 
ing upon  the  subject ;  but  that  it  was  an 
every  day  mercantile  proceeding.  And 
let  me  aad,  in  confirmatk)n  of  this,  my 
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explanation,  that  if  duch  were  not  the  real 
state  of  the  case,  then  there  would  have 
been  no  occasion  for  second  agreements  ; 
or,  if  entered  into  at  all,  they  would  have 
contained  the  same  conditional  clause  in 
favour  of  myself.  But  no  such  thing.  I 
took  the  risk  upon  myself,  and  upon  that 
risk,  and  agreement,  the  parties  look  to 
me  for  the  balance  due  to  them  for  the 
mines. 

And  now,  Sir,  with  tespect  to  the*  real 
question,  whether  I  was  or  was  not  entitled 
to  the  mines  when  I  sold  them  ?  Let  me 
remind  the  House  of  a  fact,  which  may 
have  escaped  its  recollection,  that  at  any 
rate  the  company  has  been  in  the  possession 
of  the  mines  for  nearly  two  years — ^that  it 
has  worked  the  mines — that  it  has  received 
the  produce  of  the  mines — ^that  such  pro- 
duce has  been  sold,  and  many  thousand 
pounds  actually  received  by  the  company 
—that  even  the  title  deeds  of  the  mines 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  bankers  of  the 
company — and  that  the  company  will  not 
allow  me  to  copy  or  inspect  those  deeds. 
It  does  then  appear  that  I  had  something 
to  sell,  and  that  something  real  and  sub- 
stantial has  been  purchased.  The  com- 
pany has  been  in  undisturbed  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  nine  mines,  with  all  the 
machinery,  stock,  and  produce,  for  two 
years,  and  on  paying  the  balance  of  the 
purchase  money  it  can  have  at  once  a 
legal  title  and  conveyance,  in  which  all 
necessary  parties  will  join,  of  all  those 
mines.  Can  I  now  convey  ?  Can  I  now 
make  out  a  good  title?  Unquestion- 
ably. Have  the  parties  tendered  their 
money  and  required  it  ?  No.  Have  they 
not  prevented  me  from  tendering  a  con- 
veyance, by  refusing  me  the  inspection  of 
even  the  title  deeds,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  have  refused. to  pay  for  the  mines 
they  thus  occupy  and  enjoy  ?  Then,  Sir, 
instead  of  complaints  coming  from  the 
worthy  alderman  and  his  Stock-exchange 
adventurers,  I  am  the  party  aggrieved  by 
the  conduct  of  the  petitioners  and  the 
company.  My  situation  at  the  present 
moment  is  this — I  have  bought  mines, 
and  the  parties  are  proceeding  against  me 
for  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money. 
L  have  sold  mines,  and  the  parties  to  whom 
I  have  sold  them  will  not  pay  me  for  them, 
but  yet  are  proceeding  agamst  me  to  pay 
a  call  of  5/.  per  share,  on  the  shares  held 
by  me.  "  Hardship  "  indeed !  Yes,  it  is 
a  case  of  hardship,  but  it  is  hardship  to 
myself.    The  Sixth  Charge  therefore,  I 


submit  to  the  House,  H  Hnproved,  un- 
supported, and  baseless,  And.  like  the  rest, 
is  only  made  to  excite  prejudice,  and 
defeat  justice. 

The  Seventh  Charge  contained  in  the 
petition,  is—*'  That  I  gave  but  78,TO0/. 
for  the  mines,  and  that  I  have  sold  them 
for  121,000Z. !"  And  what  matters  k^ 
Sir,  whether  I  gave  100/.,  or  100,000/. 
for  thd  mines?  The  question  id,  what 
were  the  mines  worth  ?  were  they  worth, 
when  sold,  the  price  agreed  to  he  paid  ? 
Were  the  representations  made  as  to  dieir 
names,  character,  size,  tenure,  capabilities, 
products,  history,  and  past  operations,  or 
future  prospects,  false  or  exaggerated? 
nothing  of  this  kind  is  alleged,  nor  could 
it  be  stated  with  even  the  semblance  of 
truth.  Is  it.  Sir,  alleged  that  I  purchased 
these  -min^  as  a  director,  or  a  solicitor,  or 
officer  to  the  company,  and  then  that  f 
sold  them  at  an  advanced  price,  keeping 
back  the  profit?  Why,  Sir,  this  could 
not  DC,  for  I  c^reed  to  purchase  the  mines 
before  a  meeting  had  been  held>  or  a  reso- 
lution adopted,  before  one  farthing  had 
been  subscribed,  a  prospectus  issued,  or  a 
syllable  respecting  such  a  company  uttered 
or  written.  If  it  had  been  otherwise  theie 
might  have  been  reason  for  complaint  It 
then  might  have  been  said — ^  as  agent,  or 
director,  or  solicitor  to  the  company,  yoa 
were  bound  to  buy  for  the  comf>any,  at  as 
low  a  piice  as  possible,  and  had  no  right 
whatever  to  seek  for  or  to  expect  a  profit,'* 
and  this,  Sir, -would  have  been  a  fair  and 
reasonable  proposition.  But  it  is  too 
much  to  expect  that,  whereas  I  purchased 
the  mines  in  February  or  March,  and  thea 
sold  them  in  April  or  May,  I  should,  for 
no  reason  whatever,  sell  them  at  the  very 
same  price  which  I  gave  for  them,  an^ 
thus  run  all  the  risk  of  the  purchase,  and 
then  all  the  risk  of  the  sale,  for  no  other 
object  or  purpose  than  to  establish  a 
company.  Such  an  expectation  would 
have  been  most  absurd,  and  such  a  line  of 
proceeding  upon  my  part,  would  have  been 
most  unmercantile  and  extraordinary.  I 
bought  them  to  sell  again.  I  bought  them 
because  they  were  represented  as  g^reat 
bargains.  I  bought  them  becaaae  I  wasr 
informed  that  I  could  sell  them*again  at  a 
profit.  I  bought  them  not  without  kiqniry^ 
investigation,  or  surveys;  bat  after  due 
deliberation,  inquiry,  and  examination. 
And  how  did  I  sell  them  ?  Opebly  and 
publicly,  at  a  itaeeting  held  at  a  publie 
tarem^  at  which  maoy  penons  were  prfesent 
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who  had  piDpoaed  to  hold  shares  in  a 
company  to  work  them.  I  produced  my 
agreemeatfi.  One  gentlemaa,  who  had 
gone  down  at  my  risk  and  expense  to 
visit  and  inspect  die  mines,  attended  the 
meeting,  and  afforded  much  information. 
All  xeportSy  papers,  and  documents  were 
laid  open.  Tbey  were  all  printed  in  the 
praepectus.  The  prospectus  was  advertised, 
printed,  and  circulated.  No  one  sub- 
scribed a  farthing  towards  the  capital 
without  all  this  prior  information  being 
supplttd  to  him.  All  this  was  acquiesced 
in  and  approved  for  twelve  months,  until 
at  length  a  call  was  made,  and  then  these 
petitioners  pronounced  Uie  company  a 
nraud,  and  h^  false  and  artful  statements 
for  a  period  inlposed  upon  the  public 
press,  and  upon  the  county  at  large.  But 
that  time  is  gone  bf.  Delusion  and 
hypocrisy  are  now  about  to  be  unmasked ; 
and  1  tell  these  shareholders,  I  tell  the 
House,  and  I  tell  the  country,  that  these 
very  petitioners,  who  now  complain,  were 
aware  of  all  the  facts  of  which  they  com- 
plain at  the  time,  and  before  the  time  they 
oecame  original  proprietors.  But  now, 
when  shares  are  unsaleable,  when  all 
mining  speculations  are  depreciated,  and 
when  at  any  sacrifice  of  honour  or  of  prin- 
ciple some  parties  are  desirous  of  getting 
rid  of  both  their  moral,  legal,  and  equit- 
able responsibility — ^now  it  is,  Sir,  that  the 
charge  of  fraud  is  brought  forward,  and 
attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  this  House. 
And  there  is  another  circumstance  con- 
nected with  the  charge  I  am  now  consider- 
ing, to  which  I  wish  especially  to  direct 
the  attention  of  this  House.  It  is  stated. 
Sir,  that  I  have  sold  the  mines  to  the  com- 
pany for  121,000/.,  and  that  I  purchased 
them  for  78,500/.  But  has  the  company 
paid  me  this  121,000/.?  No.  Has  it 
paid  me  the  78,500/.  ?  No.  It  has  paid 
me  but  54,000/.  out  of  the  121,000/.,  and 
yet  the  petitioners  complain.  Have  these 
petitioners,  or  has  the  company,  tendered 
to  me  the  difference  between  the  54,000/. 
and  the  121,000/.,  and  required  a  titie  or 
conveyance  which  it  cannot  procure  ?  No 
•nch  tiling*  Well,  then,  has  it  offered  the 
diflerence  between  the  54,000/.  and  the 
78,500/,  which  it  admits  I  am  to  pay  for 
the  mines  ?  ^Is  this  24^00/.  tendered  or 
offered  ?  No.  Is  it  said-— ^'  You  must 
take  the  price  you  gave  for^he  mines,  and 
that  we  will  pay,  and  you  must  merge  all 
joos  profits  r'  Nothing  of  this  sort  has 
been  pnqioaed  or  offered.    But  I  have 


offered  repeatedly  to  leave  the  whole 
question,  both  as  a  gentieman  and  a 
merchant,  to  the  arbitration  of  any  com- 
petent, honourable,  and  respectable  arbi-. 
trators.  This  proposition,  however,  has 
been  disregarded,  and  the  transaction 
pronounced  a  fraud !  Fraud  1  there  waa 
no  fraud  in  it.  Let  the  contract  be  nar- 
rowly looked  to,  let  it  be  examined,  and 
it  will  be  found  to  be  an  open  bond  fidA 
transaction.  I  do  qot,  Sir,  object  to 
inquiry,  I  challenge  it ;  but  I  deprecate  an 
inquiry  in  this  House.  There  are  compe- 
tent, legal,  and  equitable  tribunals.  To 
one  of  them  I  have  appealed,  to  another 
the  petitioners  have  appealed.  In  both  I 
feel  confident  that  justice  will  be  done ; 
but  till  justice  is  refused  no  appeal  can  be 
necessary  to  this  honourable  House. 

The  Eighth  Charge  which  the  petition- 
ers make  in  their  petition,  is — "That  I 
have  received  54,000/.  on  account  of  the 
121,000/."  And  pray,  Sir,  let  me  ask  the 
hon.  member  what  the  company  has  re- 
ceived in  return  ?  Has  not  the  company 
been  in  possession  of  the  mines  for  two 
years?  Has  not  the  company  been  in 
possession,  and  still  continues  in  possession, 
of  the  machinery,  amounting  to  very  many 
thousand  pounds  ?  Has  not  the  company 
worked  the  mines  for  two  years  ?  Has  it 
not  raised,  and  sold,  and  been  paid  for 
more  than  10,000/.  worth  of  ores?  Has 
it  not  possession,  also,  of  the  titie  deeds  ? 
Is  it.  Sir,  I  ask  the  House,  a  subject  of 
complaint  that  in  return  for  mines,  machi- 
nery, and  ores,  for  possession  undisputed 
and  undisturbed,  as  well  of  the  property 
as  of  the  title  deeds,  that  part  of  the 
purchase  money  has  been  paid  ?  Surely 
the  House  will  not  be  deceived  by  such 
allegations.  And  then.  Sir,  let  me  also 
ask  the  hon.  member  who  has  presented 
this  petition,  what  has  become  of  the 
54,000/.  I  have  received?  Why,  Sir, 
30,000/.  I  have  paid  back  into  the  funds 
of  the  company.  With  one  hand,  I  re- 
ceived 54,000/.,  with  the  other  I  put  back 
30,000/.  And  this.  Sir,  is  one  of  the 
many  examples  which  I  could  give  the 
House  of  the  fair,  and  unbiassed,  and 
candid,  statements  contained  in  this  peti- 
tion. And  then.  Sir,  it  will  be  recollected, 
that  besides  the  30,000/.  thus  invested,  I 
have  paid  two  instalments  on  my  purchase 
money  to  the  individuals  of  whom  I  pur- 
chased the  mines.  In  addition  also  to 
such  payment,  I  am  the  holder  of  scrip, 
now  forfeited,  to  a  considerable  amount, 
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which  I  purchased  in  the  market,  and  I 
have  expended  large  and  various  sums  of 
money  in  expenses,  gratuities,  and  pay- 
ments for  services ;  and  I  may  truly  add, 
that  at  this  time  I  have  paid  away,  con- 
nected with  this  company,  several  thousands 
of  pounds  more  than  I  have  received. 
.   I    have    now    conducted    the    House 
through  eight  of  the  charges  made  against 
myself  or  the  directors  in  this  petition.     I 
now  arrive  at  the  ninth,  and  there  are  I 
believe,  but  three  more  [a  laugh]  and  to 
this  ninth  I  especially  invite  the  attention 
of  the  House.     The  Ninth  Charge  is,  that 
'Mt  was  agreed  when  the  company  was 
formed,  that  1  was  to  divide  a  portion  of 
the  profits  among  the  directors,  and  that 
I  have  divided  a  part  of  such  profits.'' 
Now,  Sir,  in  the  first  place,  I  deny  this 
statement.     I  deny  it  positively,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  country.     When  I  sold  the 
mines,  or  before  I  sold  them,  I  said  not 
and  wrote  not  one  word  upon  the  subject 
of  division  of  profits.     1  sold  the  mines  for 
my  own  profit,  for  ray  own  advantage.     I 
retained  both  in  law,  and  in  equity,  and  in 
honour,  and  I  still  retain  an  absolute  and 
indisputable  right  to  the  sum  for  which  I 
sold  them.     And  as  to  present  division  of 
profit !  why.  Sir,  at  present  there  can  have 
been  no  profit  to  divide.     The  mines  cost 
me  78,500/.    I  have  received  but  64,000/. 
for  them,  and  therefore  the  large  sum  of 
24,600/.  is  due  to  me  even  to  make  up  the 
cost  price,  and  there  cannot  be  one  farthing 
of  profit  until  that  sum  has  been  first  paid. 
But,   Sir,  whilst  I  make  this  statement, 
and  challenge   any  one  to    dispute  its 
accuracy,  yet  I  undoubtedly  admit  that 
there  were  individuals,  and  some  too  sub- 
sequently directors  or  shareholders,  who, 
by  the  sacrifice  of  their  time,  and  the  most 
important  assistance  which  they  rendered 
in  the  formation  of  the  company,  entitled 
themselves,  in  my  opinion,  to  some  remu- 
neration from  me.  One  of  those  individuals 
had  visited  Cornwall,  had  inspected  each 
mine,  had  collected  together  the  reports  of 
the  parties  best  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
nature  and  value  of  the  mines ;  and  others 
of  those  individuals  had  devoted  a  con- 
siderable time,  taken  from  their  lucrative 
professions  or  pursuits,  for  the  purpose  of 
mviting  and  obtaining  attention  to  the 
proposed  measure,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  among  themselves  and  their 
friends  the  proposed  company.     But  for 
the  assistance,  advice,  time,  and  exertions 
of  these  individuals  I  could  not  have  suc- 


ceeded; and  as  they  proved  their  ows 
opinion  of  the  excellence  of  the  concern 
by  investing  their  own  capital  in  it,  to  some 
I  presented  gratuities  in  money — ^to  others 
in  shares — ^and  to  others  in  money  and 
shares. 

But  whether  money  or  shares,  or  both^ 
they  were  my  own  absolute  property.     I 
could  have  either  presented  them  or  not 
as  I  thought  fit.    I  could  either  make  the 
gift  small  or  large  as  I  might  deem  proper^ 
as  such  gift  or  presentation  was  no  con-^ 
dition  precedent  to  the  purchase  of  the 
mines;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  mines 
had  been  long  purchased  before  I  propo- 
sed to  make  any  gift  or  remuneration.    To 
the  gentlemen  I  so  remunerated,  I  said 
— <<  You  have  materially  and  efficiently 
assisted  and  served  me — you  consider  me 
bound  to  make  y«u  some  present  or  re- 
ward— I  also  feel  that  I  should  do  so/^ 
and  I  did  it  accordingly.    This,  Sir,  was 
my  language  to  the  parties,  and  theirs  \o 
me.     All  was  perfectly  spontaneous  od 
my  part,  and  all  that  I  have  so  given 
has  been  to  me  absolute  loss. 

Before,  however,  I  dismiss  this  part  of 
the  subject,  I  deem  it  right  to  state,  that 
to  only  one  gentleman,  who  is  now  a 
member  of  this  House,,  did  I  present  any 
such  gratuity.  To  neither  the  right  hon. 
viscount,  the  member  for  Cambridge,  the 
hon.  member  for  the  county  of  Durham,, 
or  the  honoHrable  the  sitting  member  for 
the  county  of  Dublin,  did  I  make  an^p 
present,,  or  offer  any  remuneration,  and 
for  this  obvious  reason,  that  they  had  ren- 
dered no  service,  and  were  therefore  en- 
titled to  no  reward.  I  did  not  indiscri- 
minately bestow  money  or  shares  on  all 
or  many  persons.  Those  entitled  to  be 
paid  or  rewarded  have  been,  and  to  those 
who  were  not  entitled,  I  have  offered  no- 
thing. I  am  not  therefore.  Sir,  ashamed 
to  state,  that  I  did  make  such  gifts,  ov 
pay  such  remunerations,  because  the  com- 
pany is  a  bond  fide  company,  established 
m  a  bond  fide  manner,  conducted  on  bond 
fide  principles,  and  tending  to  a  bond  fide 
result.  This,  Sir,  is  no  bubble — no 
scheme — ^the  transaction  was  as  open  as 
day,  and  as  to  those  who  attach  any  cri- 
minali^  in  honounible  payment  for  ho- 
nourable services,  I  can  only  say  I  pity 
their  want  of  understanding,  snd  confess 
myself  no  supporter  of  Uieir  code  of 
morals.  I  have  been,  Sir,  thus  explicit 
upon  this  chaige,  because  I  understand 
that  it  is  the  one  upon  which  the  worthy 
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alderman  places  the  most  reliance,  and 
upon  whicn  he  hopes  to  obtain  an  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  committee. 

The  Tenth  Charge  made  by  the  peti^ 
tioners,  is — ''  That  the  persons  who  said 
the  mines  were  worth    121,000/.,  were 
interested  in  saying  so.**    Be  it  so,  though 
it  was  not  so ;  but  be  it  so.    What  then  ? 
Did  they  state  falsely  ?   I  shall  be  glad  to 
know  where  the  allegation  is,  that  the 
mines  are  not  worth  that  sum.    What  was 
the  opinion  of  the  deputation  who  inspect* 
ed  the  mines  ?    They  reported — ''  That  all 
the  mines  which  have  been  purchased  are 
advantageous,  and  hiehly  beneficial  pur- 
chases, and  are  mines  m  which  the  capital 
embarked  cannot  fail  of  being  profitably 
employed."    What  was  the   opinion  of 
Mr.  Johnston,  whose  name  and  matured 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  company  I  have 
already  adverted  to  ?     What  was  even  the 
opinion  of  one  of  these  petitioners  often 
expressed  at  the  office  of  the  compauy  ? 
Why,  that  it  was  an  excellent  and  promis- 
ing undertaking.     What  is  the  opmion  of 
some  of  the  most  experienced  miners  now. 
Why,  that  even  now  one  mine,  "  Wheal 
Fanny,"  may  be  worth  aU  the  money. 
What  was  my  own  opinion  ?  I  have  alreadfy 
referred  to  this,  by  showing,  that  I  thought 
it  so  good  and  desirable  an  undertaking, 
that  out  of  54,000/.  received,  30,000/.  I 
have  embarked  in  the  company,  by  taking 
two  thousand  shares,  and  paymg  15/.  per 
share.     And  then.  Sir,  as  to  the  allegation 
itself,  that  all  were  interested  in  praising 
the  mines  who  did  praise  them,  I  deny  it. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  individuals  I  have 
before  mentioned,  I  state  that  Mr.  Sim  was 
not  interested,  that  Mr.  Richards  was  not 
interested,  that  Mr.  James  Thomas  was 
not  interested,  that  Mr.  Vivian  was  not 
interested,  and  that  Mr.  Champion  was 
not  interested,  and  yet  I  state,  that  all  of 
these  parties  have  more  or  less  borne  their 
testimony  to  the  excellence  and  capabili- 
ties of  the  mines.  I  therefore  contend  that 
this  charge  is  unfounded  and  untrue. 

The  Eleventh  Charge  contained  in  the 
petition,  is— "That  the  number  of  the 
Directors  and  Auditors  has  not  been  com- 
pleted." Now,  Sir,  though  no  prejudice 
18  alleged  as  resulting  from  this  omission, 
if  there  be  such  an  omission,  yet  I  will 
•how  to  the  House  that  there  is  no  ground 
for  complaint.  The  ori^nal  prospectus 
contained  the  names  of  twenty  directors, 
and  four  auditors ;  and  it  stated  that  one 
more  director  would  be  added  to  make  the 


number  complete.    Was  this  step  taken  ? 
I  undoubtedly  it  was.     Then  was  there  any 
I  deviation  between  that  prospectus  and  the 
I  deed  ?    None  whatever  ;  except,  that  the 
deed  supplied  the  name  of  the  remaining 
I  one,  thereby  making  Uie. number  complete. 
;  Two  years  hate  now  rolled  away,  and  how 
stands  the  list  now?    Two  have  died — 
,  four  have  retired — and  fifteen  continue. 
;  But  why,  it  is  asked,  have  not  the  six 
vacancies  been  filled  up  ?    For  this  reason, 
;  and  for  this  reason  only,  becaase  these 
petitioners,  and  their  confederates,  at  the 
first  annual  meeting,  when  the  vacancies 
ought  to  have  been  filled  up,  contrived  by 
noise — uproar — ^affected  astonishment  and 
indignation — ^by  threats  and  other  illegal 
and  dishonourable  means,  contrived,  and 
have  ever  since  contrived,  to  blind  the 
shareholders  to  their  true  interests — to 
impede — nay,  to  stop  the  proceedings  of 
the  company,  and  to  injure,  and  well  nigh 
ruin  one  of  the  most  promising  undertak- 
ings ever  established  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall.    And  yet  these  petitioners,  who, 
nearly  twelve  months  ago,  first  commenced 
these  attacks,  and  who  have  continued 
them  ever  since,  now  come  forward  to  this 
House,  and  make  the    non-election    of 
directors,  to  fill  the  vacancies,  a  subject  of 
attack,  though  such  non-election  is  exclu- 
sively attributable  to  them. 

The  Twelfth  and  Last  Charge  made  by 
the  petitioners,  is^— "That  some  of  the 
Directors  have  ordered  actions  to  be 
brought  for  calls  due  on  Shares."  This 
measure  has  been  adopted  by  them  since 
I  ceased  to  have  any  connection  with  the 
company,  further  than  a  shareholder.  But 
provided  the  deed  has  been  duly  signed, 
and  the  call  duly  made,  and  the  proceed- 
ings duly  taken,  it  is  a  measure  which,  I 
have  no  doubt,  the  directors  are  prepared 
to  vindicate.  The  deed  which  regulates 
the  company  provides,  that  the  directors 
may  from  time  to  time  make  calls  at  their 
discretion ;  and  this  deed  the  nine  peti- 
tioners entitled  to  be  heard  have  signed. 
But  .this  is  the  sore  place — ^this  is  one  of 
the  real  reasons  why  the  petition  is  pre- 
sented ;  but  "  let  the  galled  jade  wince — 
our  withers  are  unwrung."  The  deed  also 
not  only  provides  for  the  making  of  calls, 
but  for  enforcing  them  when  duly  made. 
I  •  pronounce  here  no  opinion  as  to  the 
validity  of  this  call,  but  if  it  be  valid,  then 
the  petitioners,  like  myself,  have  bound 
ourselves  to  pay  it ;  and  I  am  willing  to 
allow,  and  ever  have  been  willing  to  allow. 
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kad  bave  offered  to  allow  its  amount  to 
be  deducted  from  the  balance  of  nearly 
70,000/.  in  which  the  purc'hasers  of  the 
mines  are  indebted  to  me.  If  the  call 
had  not  been  enforced,  this  House  would 
have  heard  nothing  of  the  petitioners,  or 
this  notable  petition.  Until*  this  call  was 
enforced,  I  alone  was  blamed ;  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  at  War  was  praised  almost 
to  adulation  ;  but  how  soon  was  the  bless- 
ing succeeded  by  the  curse — ^how  soon  the 
eheer  followed  by  the  groan — ^when  these 
petitioners  found  that  that  noble  lord,  and 
the  other  directors,  had  ordered  the  call 
to  be  enforced ! 

Before  I  conclude  my  reply  to  the  alle- 
gations of  these  petitioners,  there  is  one 
sentence  in  the  petition,  to  which  I  have 
omitted  to  refer,  but  which  gives  some 
insight  into  the  bitter  and  personal  inten- 
tions of  these  individuals.     It  is  this,  and 
to  it  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  petitioners  state,  as  a  ground  of  com- 
pl^nt,  that  some  of  the  directors  in  this 
company  have  been  connected  with  myself 
in  two  companies,  called  *'The   welsh 
Iron   and  Coal  Mining  Company,'*  and 
**  The  Welsh  Slate  Copper  and  Lead  Min- 
ing Company.''     Now,  Sir,  although  this 
petition  professes  to  be  the  petition  of 
shareholders    and   scripholders  in  ''  The 
Cornwall  and  Devonshire  Mining  Com- 
pany,'* and  to  pray  an  inquiry  into  the 
formation  and  management  of  that  com- 
pany, yet  the  cloven  foot  is  now  to  be 
seen.    It  is  not  to  the  measures,  but  to 
the  men  that  they  object ;  not  on  the  score 
of  principle,  but  of  feeling ;  not  of  honour, 
but  of  malice.     To  annoy,  vilify,  injure, 
degrade,  is  their  object.    They  hope  to 
excite   a  prejudice  against  the  company, 
and  ail  legal  proceedings  connected  with 
it.    And  then,  because  they  felt  the  im- 
potence of  their  own  case,  and  the  hope- 
lessness of  all  their  malicious  accusations, 
really  to  relieve  them  from  their  covenants 
and  promises,  they  seek  for  other  accusa- 
tions as  connected  with  other  companies, 
and  hope  thereby  to  effect  the  object  they 
80  much  desire. 

This,  tiien,  Sir,  is  the  petition  which 
has  been  nearly  twelve  months  in  prepara- 
tion ;  which,  when  produced,  contains  not 
one  real  charge  of  either  fraud,  or  fraudu- 
lent conduct ;  which  is  signed  by  nine 
shareholders  out  of  eighty-one ;  which 
represents  about  one  sixtieth  part  of  the 
capital  subscribed ;  which  is  designed  and 
intended  only  to  defeat,  and  not  to  assist. 


the  ends  of  justice  ;  and  which  is  both  the 
most  ignorant  and  malicious  document  to 
which  my  attention,  dr,  I  will  venture  to 
say,  the  attention  of  the  House  has  ever 
been  directed.  What,  Sir,  b  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  ?  First,  "  That  tiiis 
House  will  take  all  matters  into  considera- 
tion.'* It  has  now  done  so.  Second, 
'^  That  the  House  will  institute  an  inquiiy.'^ 
No  case  is  made  out  to  require  it  And 
Third, ''  To  adopt  such  proceedings  as  the 
House  shall  think  fit/  The  only  pro-* 
ceeding,  I  trust,  which  the  House  will 
adopt,  will  be  to  order  it  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  and  not  even  to  consent  to  print  it. 
This  is  a  point  which  I  shall  certainly  urge 
on  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  if  ne- 
cessary, press  a  division. 

Let  me  now.  Sir,  apologise  to  the  House 
for  the  great  length  of  time  which  I  have 
already  occupied  in  my  defence,  and  in 
the  defence  of  the  directors  and  managers 
of  this  company,  to  this  petition.     Let  me 
also  thank  tbe  House  for  the  patience 
which  it  has  evinced,  and  for  the  courtesy 
I  have  received  at  its  hands  ;  for  I  cannot 
but  feel'  how  uninteresting  to  the  House 
must  be  the  detail  with  which  I  have  felt 
it  my  duty  to  trouble  it  [hear].     I   have 
endeavoured  to   avoid  unnecessary  pro- 
lixity, but  the  attack  made  upon  me,  and 
the  strong  feeling  which  my  peculiar  situa- 
tion could  not  fail  to  excite,  have  betrayed 
me  into  a  length  of  statement  which  I  did 
not  intend,  and  which  to  me  has  been 
most  unpleasant.     My  motive,  in  rising  to 
address  the  House,  was  to  expose  the  real 
nature  and  object  of  this  attack.     I  have 
no  wish.  Sir,  to  copy  the  example  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  has  brought  forward 
this  petition ;  but  in  addition  to  the  rea- 
sons why  this  petition  has  been  presented, 
which  I  have  already  supplied,  I  could,  if 
the  forms  and  order  of  this  House  would 
permit,  but  which  they  will  not  do— >I 
could,  I  say,  show  that  there  may  be 
motives  actuating  certain  individuals  which 
I  could  expose,  if  permitted  so  to  do.     I 
dare  say  an  honourable  member  will  not 
wholly  forget  the  proceedings  before  a 
certain  committee  or  this  House,  as  to  the 
Equitable  Loan  Bank,  nor  the  charges 
there  made.    Whether  at  any  proceedii^ 
which  there  occurred,  the  hon.  membo', 
who  presented  this  petition,  has  taken 
umbrage,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say,  though  I 
may  entertain  some  suspicions.     1  hope, 
however,  the  hon.  member  will  endeavour, 
in  any  discussions  on  this  subject,  to  keep 
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his  mind  free  from  certain  preconceived 
notions  and  (^nions.  I  hope  that  the 
excellent  inyocation  which  i«  offered  up 
to  Heaven  at  the  commencement  of  each 
day's  proceedings  in  this  House — *'  That 
all  animosity  and  preiudice  should  be 
banished,  and  that  we  snould  judge  of  the 
business  on  which  we  may  be  called  to 
decide,  without  malice  or  any  improper 
feeling,''  will  be  attended  to  by  the  worthy 
alderman,  and  that  such  good  advice  will 
not  be  lost  upon  him. 

Let  me  now  ask  the  hon.  member  who 
has  presented  this  petition,  what  good  has 
it  effected,  or  can  it  effect  ?  Mischief  it 
must  and  will  produce,  but  good  it  cannot. 
Can  the  shareholders  derive  any  benefit 
from  this  discussion?  Can  the  House 
dissolve  the  contract  for  the  mines  ?  Cer- 
tamly  not,  that  must  be  the  work  of  a 
jury.  Can  it  set  aside  the  deed  of  part- 
nership? Certainly  not.  Can  it  relieve 
the  petitioners  from  fulfilling  their  cove- 
nants ?  Certainly  not.  Can  it  pay  the 
calls  for  the  shareholders  ?  That  it  will 
not.  Can  the  House  restore  money  paid 
by  the  shareholders  ?  or  can  it  place  the 
mines  in  the  same  situation  in  which  they 
were  when  the  mines  were  purchased  ? 
Certainly  not.  Will  these  nine  petitioners 
place  the  mines  in  the  same  excellent  and 
improving  condition  in  which  they  were 
when  the  company  purchased  them?'  Oh 
no.  This  is  not  the  object  or  intention  of 
the  petitioners.  I  am  then,  Sir,  astonished 
how  these  individuals  who  break  every  en- 
gagement, and  violate  every  covenant  made 
by  them  relating  to  this  company,  can 
have  the  conscience  to  prepare,  and  sign, 
and  present,  this  petition  to  the  House. 

But  not  only  can  no  benefit  result  from 
this  discussion,  or  from  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  committee,  but  much  injury 
must  ensue.  In  the  first  place.  Sir,  this 
discussion  is  likely  to  produce  injury  by 
lowering  the  dignity  of  the  House.  This 
House  has  other  business  of  far  more  im- 
portance to  transact-— of  far  greater  moment 
to  be  considered — than  the  disputes  among 
the  members  of  a  trading  company.  Such 
discussions  may  suit  the  dignity  of  a  com- 
mon hall,  or  a  court  of  aldermen,  but  they 
are  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  House.  ( 
expect.  Sir,  that  we  shall,  ere  long,  have 
petitions  presented  from  creditors  of  mem- 
beta,  or  debtors  to  them,  from  the  turf, 
the  gaming  house,  and  the  shop ;  and  that 
instead  of  occupying  itself  atK>ut  the  af- 
fairs of  the  greatest  nation  in  tlie  world. 


the  House  of  Commons  will  be  occupied 
in  discussing  the  claims  of  an  upholsterer, 
the  statements  of  a  black  leg,  or  the  affieiirs 
of  honour,  love,  or  intrigue,  in  which  men 
of  family  and  fashion  are  sometimes  in- 
volved. I  call  upon  the  House,  at  this 
commencement  oi  a  new  aera  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  oppose  this  petition,  and 
the  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  pro- 
ceedings ¥^ch  its  supporters  desire  to  be 
instituted. 

Secondly,  any  proceedings,  with  refer- 
ence to  this  petition,  will  be  an  unwarrant- 
able interference  with  private  affairs.  For 
civil  injuries  there  are  civil  remedies. 
Ample  laws,  and  an  abundance  of  courts, 
have  been  provided  for  the  investigation 
and  settlement  of  all  such  matters.  If 
disposed  to  avail  myself  of  such  an  argu- 
ment, but  which  I  am  not,  I  might  urge, 
that  at  the  time  the  proceedings  complained 
of  took  place,  I  was  not  a  member  of  this 
House — nay,  for  more  than  twelve  months 
afterwards,  I  was  not  a  candidate ;  and 
singular,  therefore,  would  it  be  for  this 
House  to  interfere  with  all  the  private 
transactions  and  concerns  of  private  indi- 
viduals before  members  of  this  House.  I 
claim  the  privilege  of  a  British  subject— 
the  privilege  of  being  accountable  only  to 
the  ordinary  tribunab  for  my  conduct  as  a 
private  individual  [hear,  hear  ij.  I  say  it 
with  respect  and  deference,  but  with  firm- 
ness and  decision,  what  right  has  this 
House  to  interfere,  and  take  cognizance 
of  transactions  which  occurred  eighteen 
months  at  least  before  I  became  a  member 
of  the  House?  If  1  have  committed 
wrong,  I  am  liable  to  the  courts  of  law  or 
equity.  With  so  many,  and  so  efficient, 
and  sufficient  correctives  of  morals  and 
conduct,  what  necessity  exists  for  dragging 
in  the  extraordinary  interposition  of  this 
House.  The  object  cannot  be,  and  is  not, 
the  furtherance  of  justice ;  but  it  is  in- 
tended only  to  harass  and  annoy,  not 
myself  only,  but  other  members  of  this 
House,  and  to  prejudice  them  in  the  pub- 
lic estimation. 

I  contend',  thirdly.  Sir,  that  this  will  be 
establishing  a  precedent  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous kind.  Such  a  course  as  this  is 
unprecedented.  I  have  always  understood, 
that  the  usual  answer  given  to  petitions  of 
this  sort,  as  well  by  his  majesty's  ministers, 
as  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
this  House—''  Why  come  to  this  House  ? 
Why  not  resort  to  the  ordinary  tribunals  ? 
The  courts  of  law  and  equity  are  open  to 
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you.  Apply  there,"  What  is  said  then 
in  other  cases  I  claim  for  myself  now. 
The  petitioners  have  admitted  that  actions 
are  pending,  and  let  those  actions  and 
other  legal  proceedings  try  and  decide 
these  questions. 

The  inquiry  sought  for  would  be  also, 
fourthly,  unjust  to  myself,  and  to  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  actions  depending,  relative 
to  the  calls.  To  myself,  as  I  claim  the 
fulfilment  of  the  contract,  purchasing  from 
me  the  mines,  and  to  the  plaintiffs  in  such 
actions,  since  it  would  not  only  be  casting 
a  severe  reflection  upon  them,  but  it  would 
in  a  measure  necessarily  tend  to  frustrate 
the  ends  of  justice,  by  fettering  the  advo- 
cate, and  prejudicing  the  jury. 

What  grounds  then,  I  ask,  has  this 
House  to  proceed  upon?  Is  it  not  clear 
that  the  object  of  the  petitioners  is  tp 
defeat  justice,  and  to  send  forth  partial 
statements  to  the  public.  And  whilst  I 
am  upon  this  subject,  I  cannot  but  refer 
to  the  most  improper  manner  in  which 
the  proceedings  of  the  Arigna  committee 
were  from  time  tq  time  reported,  or  half 
reported,  to  the  public.  During  the  pro- 
gress of  that  inquiry,  ex  parte  statements 
of  the  evidence,  not  given  by  way  of  ques- 
tion and  answer,  but  most  partially,  were 
inserted  in  some  newspapers.  Lest  the 
same  practices  should  again  be  resorted 
to  in  this  House,  I  call  upon  it  to  protect 
its  members  by  defeating  this  attempt. 

I  now  call,  Sir,  upon  the  hon.  member 
who  has  presented  this  petition  to  with- 
draw it ;  I  call  upon  him  on  grounds  of 
public  duty,  and  public  justice  ;  I  call  on 
him  who  is  so  violent  an  advocate  in 
theory  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  the 
trial  by  jury,  and  all  the  popular  rights ; 
I  call,  Sir,  on  the  hon.  member  to  prove 
that  he  is  in  practice  what  he  is  in  theory, 
and  to  withdraw  his  petition.  But  lest 
the  hon.  member  should  be  deaf  to  this 
call,  I  now.  Sir,  call  upon  the  House  to 
refuse  this  petition,  to  refuse  its  reception  ; 
or  if  they  proceed  so  far  as  to  order  it  to 
lie  on  the  table,  I  call  on  the  House  not 
to  order  it  to  be  printed.  I  ask  of  the 
House,  at  least,  to  wait  till  after  the  de- 
cision of  the  Courts  of  Equity  and  Law, 
already,  or  about  to  be,  appealed  to. 
When  their  calm  and  dispassionate,  and 
final  decision  shall  be  known,  it  will  be 
then  time  enough  to  listen  to  the  peti- 
tioners ;  and  whanever  that  period  may 
arrive,  I  shall  be  found  at  my  post  to 
meet  the   alderman  and  his  petitionary 


constituents.  I  am  aware  that  the  peti- 
tioners, actuated  by  private  feelings  and 
personal  animosity,  would  never  be  satis- 
fied with  any  thing  short  of  the  expulsion 
of  myself  and  other  members  from  this 
House.  But  in  this  design  they  will  not 
be  gratified ;  the  accomplishment  of  this 
wish  will  be  denied  to  them  ;  for  I  know, 
and  am  assured,  that  this  House  will  not 
suffer  these  defaulting  petitioners  to  carve 
out  to  themselves  their  own  judgment. 
I  shrink  not  from  inquiry,  but  let  it  be  a 
fair,  a  legal,  a  constitutional,  a  full  in- 
quiry. If  the  House  should  think  fit  to 
proceed  with  this  investigation,  surely  it 
would  require  the  best  possible  evidence, 
and  where  can  it  find  such  evidence  but  in 
that  given  upon  oath  and  sifted  before  a 
British  jiuy. 

Let  me  now,  in  conclusion,  beg  pardon 
of  the  House  for  the  length  of  time  which 
I  have  occupied  in  this  discussion.  Let 
Tne  thank  the  House  again  and  again  for 
its  attention,  its  candour,  its  indulgence. 
My  statement  has  been  not  less  irksome 
to  myself,  than  I  fear  it  has  been  tedious 
to  others,  but  it  was  wrung  from  me  by 
my  accusers,  and  I  have  discharged  my 
duty.  I  felt  that  I  was  put  upon  my 
trial,  and  now  I  have  met  and  confuted 
my  accusers.  Let  them  enjoy  the  har- 
vest of  their  anxieties,  their  toils,  their 
industry,  and  their  malice:  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  their  petition  only  received  : 
let  them  see  it  remain  unprinted,  and  its 
prayer  refused.  Let  the  House  arrive  at 
this  conclusion,  and  it  will  support  the 
laws  of  the  country,  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  and  the  true  interests  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  he  had  not  stopped 
the  hon.  member  for  Sudbury  in  many  of 
the  topics  which  he  had  unnecessarily 
introduced  into  his  speech,  only  because 
the  hon.  member  had  so  deep  a  personal 
interest  in  the  question.  The  short  point 
for  consideration  was,  whether  this  petition 
should  be  printed?  There  could  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  receiving  it.  But  if  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  presented  it 
moved  to  have  it  printed,  he  should  oppose 
the  motion. 

Mr.  O.  Robinson  contended,  that  the 
House  were,  in  consistency,  bound  to  go 
further.  They  had  already  entertained  a 
petition,  the  result  of  which  was  before 
them  in  the  able  report  then  lying  on  the 
table.  They  could  not,  therefore,  refuse 
to  entertain  this  petition.     On  the 


337 


PeHtian  amphining  of  Abuses. 


April  9,  ISQ7. 


338 


sion  of  the  charges  against  the  .directors 
of  the  Arigna  Mining  Association,  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  had  advised 
the  hon.  alderman  not  to  make  the  inquiry 
general,  but  to  con6ne  it  to  some  particu- 
lar case ;  and  if,  in  that  instance,  the 
charges  were  sustained,  the  House  would 
be  justified  in  proceeding  to  another; 
though,  he  believed,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man did  not  expressly  pledge  himself  to 
aupport  it,  unless  a  strong  presumption  of 
•abuse  was  manifest.  In  tnis  instance,  if 
the  hon.  alderman  pressed  the  inquiry,  he 
would  support  it ;  and  he  would  state  the 
grounds  of  his  support.  This  was  a 
charge  not  against  the  hon.  member  for 
Sudbury  alone,  but  against  several  mem- 
bers of  the  House;  and,  though  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  noble  lord,  and 
other  hon.  members,  who  had  been  con- 
nected with  this  company,  needed  no 
justification,  yet  he  felt,  that,  after  what 
had  been  said  outside  of  that  House,  and 
considering  what  was  actually  within  the 
cognizance  of  the  House,  it  was  necessary, 
not  to  their  justification  with  that  House, 
or  with  the  country,  but  for  the  sake  of 
their  own  feelings,  as  their  names  had 
been  mixed  up  with  these  transactions, 
that  some  inquiry  shoukl  take  place.  The 
hon.  member  for  Sudbury  had  argued, 
tiiat  inquiry  was  unnecessary,  as  proceed- 
ings were  pending  in  the  courts,  and  that 
it  would  be  mischievous,  as  it  would  un- 
avoidably prejudice  those  cases.  If  he 
thought  that  an  inquiry  by  that  House 
would  have  the  effect  of  sapping  the 
foundations  of  justice,  or  of  precluding 
the  parties  accused  from  using  those  means 
of  justification  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled, he  would  be  the  last  man  to  stand 
tip  and  support  it.  But,  in  consequence 
of  some  opinions  that  had  been  expressed 
by  the  learned  lord  in  whose  court  these 
proceedings  were  pending,  it  appeared, 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  result  of  them, 
it  would  not  go  to  decide  whether  this 
was  a  fraudulent  transaction,  but  only 
whetho*  some  of  the  parties  should  have 
their  money  back  again,  or  whether  it 
should  remain  in  the  hands  in  which  it 
was  at  present  lodged.  If  that  court 
would  not  pronounce  upon  the  allegations 
of  fraud,  how  could  the  hon.  member  for 
Sudbury  fancy  his  character  vindicated, 
when,  in  fact,  no  opinion  would  be  given 
respecting  it  ?  He  was  surprised  at  the 
course  pursued  by  that  hon.  member,  in 
alluding  to  the  proceedings  regarding  other 


companies.  The  hon.  member  should 
have  remembered,  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
concerned  in  them  had  courted  and  de* 
manded  that  inquiry  from  which  he  shrunk. 
Allusion  had  also  been  made  by  that  hon. 
member  to  some  proceedings  which  had 
been  instituted  to  recover  the  money  paid 
as  subscriptions  towards  the  Cornwall  and 
Devonshire  company.  He  knew  none  of 
the  subscribers  or  directors,  but  he  must 
say,  that,  after  what  had  transpired,  they 
were  fully  justified  i|i  withholding  their 
payments,  when  it  appeared  from  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  member  himself, 
that  all  that  was  already  advanced  would 
be  lost ;  and  that,  give  what  they  might, 
they  would  never  get  one  shilline  back. 
As  he  had  support^  the  inquiry  mto  the 
Arigna  Mining  Association,  he  would,  for 
the  same  reasons,  support  this  inquiry 
also.  When  he  found  attacks  made  upon 
members,  not  only  out  of  doors,  but  within 
their  own  walls,  he  felt  that  the  character 
and  dignity  of  parliament  called  aloud  for 
inquiry. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Harvey  said,  that  the  impu- 
tations conveyed  by  this  petition  involved 
an  im^rtant  principle;  namely,  under 
what  circumstances,  and  at  what  period, 
that  House  should  entertain  charges,  of 
whatever  kind,  against  its  own  members. 
The  right  hon.  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Control  had  stated  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  proper  period,  and  the  only  time, 
for  the  House  to  exercise  its  high  prero- 
gative was,  when  all  other  means  of  in- 
quiry were  extinct.  If  there  were  any 
charges  against  the  hon.  member  for 
Sudbury,  criminal  or  otherwise,  as  long  as 
the  courts  were  open  those  courts,  cer* 
tainly,  were  the  fit  places  to  investigate 
them.  This  case  was  distinct  from  that 
of  the  Arigna  Mining  Company,  which 
had  immediate  reference  to  an  hon.  mem- 
ber who  then  filled  a  distinguished  situa- 
tion in  that  House.  The  present  question 
might  assume  the  requisite  degree  of  im- 
portance, if,  indeed,  the  hon.  member  for 
Sudbury  were  likely  soon  to  attain  official 
eminence ;  or  if,  in  the  disturbed  state  of 
the  administration,  he  should  be  called  to 
succeed  lord  Liverpool;  and  certainly,  if 
the  hon.  gentleman  did  not  possess  the 
talents,  he  had,  at  least,  the  moral  strength 
of  that'distinguished  individual  [laughter]. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  relied  chiefly,  and 
perhaps  wisely,  upon  the  success  of  his 
actions ;  for,  though  nobody  doubted  his 
professional  dexterity,  there  were  not  a 
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few  who  had  yaitured  to  impeach  his  in- 
tegrity. He  was  not  aware^  before  that 
evening,  that  the  character  of  a  solicitor 
was  one  clothed  with  peculiar  delicacy; 
nor  that  the  courts  were  backward  in 
entertaining  charges  against  them,  nor 
very  deeply  affected  when  they  heard  of 
them.  The  hon.  gentleman  was  undoubt- 
edly right  in  maintaining  his  seat  until 
be  was  deprived  of  it  by  some  legal  judg- 
ment. No  affidavits  had  yet  ^en  filed 
Against  him.  When  the  rolls  were  brought 
into  that  House,  from  which  it  should  ap- 
pear that  his  name  had  been  disgraced, 
be  would  then  become  a  disgrace  to  that 
House,  and  should  be  instantly  expelled : 
but  he  ought  not  to  be  run  down  by  a 
mass  of  assailants,  who,  if  their  shares 
bad  been  profitable,  would  equally  have 
nauseated  him  with  their  applause.  Other 
bon.  members  were  implicated  in  this 
petition ;  and  he  confessed,  that,  if  it  had 
ixime  as  hard  upon  the  noble  lord  (Pal- 
memton),  that  would  haye  been  a  good 
foundation  for  inquiry.  It  had  afforded 
the  noble  lord  an  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating himself  triumphantly  from  the  im- 
putations attempted  to  be  cast  upon  him, 
and  of  satisfying  the  House  that  he  was 
totally  untouched  b^  them.  Another 
^ing  should  be  borne  in  mind,  with  regard 
to  the  hon.  member  for  Sudbury.  His 
faults  might  be  numerous.  He  knew  not 
that  the  foot  was  so ;  for  he  really  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  hon.  gentleman.  He 
did  not  disclaim  him  on  the  principle 
generally  adopted,  because  it  might  be 
convenient  to  repudiate  him,  but,  honestly, 
because  he  had  no  private  knowledge  of 
bim.  Whatever  were  his  faults,  however, 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  appealed  to  a 
numerous  constituent  body,  whose  duty  it 
was  to  inquire  into  his  character;  and, 
unless  the  House  supposed  that  the  electors 
of  Sudbury  were  a  base  and  profligate  set, 
who  chose  the  hon.  member  as  a  real 
representative  of  themselves,  their  object 
must  have  been,  in  selecting  him,  to  vin- 
dicate their  purity.  If  they,  indeed, 
thought  that  he  haa  since  so  misconducted 
bimself  as  to  reflect  discredit  upon  them, 
let  the  doors  of  the  House  be  thrown 
open  to  a  petition  from  them.  Let  the 
bon.  g^itleman's  constituents  complain  if 
fbev  had  reason.  But  if  they  had  know- 
mgfy  fetumed  an  individual  damnified  in 
reputation,  and  blemished  in  character, 
they  had  no  ri^t  to  show  their  fiioes 
l»efore  tbat  H<M»e.    With  tespect  to 


petition,  he  saw  no  purpose  it  oould 
answer,  but  that  of  anticipating  the  ends 
of  justice.  The  hou.  genUeman  had  ad- 
mitted, that  when  he  was  legally  convicted 
of  fraud,  it  would  be  justifiable,  imme- 
diately on  the  production  of  the  record  of 
his  conviction,  to  turn  him  out  of  that 
House,  and  retum  him  to  his  constituents. 
In  that  opinion  he  entirely  concurred.  He 
did  not  wish  to  press  hard  upon  the  hon. 
gentleman,  who  l^ad  been  called  on  ta 
reply  to  a  number  of  charges  of  one  kind 
or  another,  and  who,  in  making  so  long  a 
speech,  had  probably  said  many  things, 
which,  on  reflexion,  he  might  wish  to 
retract  With  every  allowance  for  the 
circumstances  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
situation,  he  w^  bound  to  say,  that  the 
hon.  gendeman  had  not  cleared  himself 
from  any  one  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him..  He  acknowledged  that  he 
had  bought  this  estate  for  76,000/.  and 
had  sold  it  to  the  company  for  121,000/.; 
yet  he  refused  to  complete  the  purchase. 
At  the  same  time,  proceedings  were  pend- 
ing against  the  shareholders,  to  compel 
them  to  pay  up  the  remainder  of  their 
subscriptions;  he  himself  owin?  instal- 
ments on  one  or  two  thousana  shares. 
For  his  part,  he  heartily  wished  the  hon. 
member  for  Sudbury  a  good  deliverance, 
whethtf  he  was  in  the  courts  of  law  or  in 
the  criminal  courts.  As  to  the  courts  of 
equity,  they  could  neither  of  them  hope 
to  live  to  see  the  end  of  the  suits  there. 
If  the  result  of  the  inquiry  proposed  by 
the  hon.  alderman  should  be,  to  ascertain 
that  the  hon.  member  for  Sudbury  had 
acted  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  the  cha- 
racter that  should  belong  to  the  possessor 
of  a  seat  in  a  House  of  Honour ;  if  he 
was  driven,  in  his  defence,  to  have  re- 
course to  legal  pleas  and  technicalities, 
his  constituents  ought  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  sentiments.  If 
the  defence  should  fail  altogether,  he 
would  follow  the  8U|gestion  of  the  hon. 
member  himself,  and  move  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  record  of  his  conviction, 
as  the  foundation  of  ulterior  {Hrooeedings  * 
against  him  an  that  House. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  rose  to  reply. 
He  contended,  that  if  ev^  there  was  a 
case  that  called  for  investigation,  it  was 
this.  The  petitioners  were  men  of  high 
and  well  known  integrity.  He  had  before 
mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Hammond, 
only  to  remind  the  House,  that  that  gen- 
tifiman  was  related  to  a  iwneseke  who 
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had  loD^  and  justly  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  his  majesly's  government,  and  that  re* 
ktive  stood  not  higher,  in  the  estimation 
of  those  who  knew  him,  than  the  petitioner 
himself.  It  had  been  asked,  why  only  a 
few  of  the  shareholders  had  signed  the 
petition  ?  The  fact  was,  that  some  of  the 
shareholders,  on  finding  out  the  iVaud 
practised  upoa  them,  had  refused  to  make 
any  further  payments ;  in  some  cases 
actions  had  been  commenced  against  them 
to  compel  them  to  pay  the  fatare  instal- 
ments ;  and  in  other  cases,  similar  actions 
were  threatened.  The  petitioners  were 
not  in  cfither  of  these  situations.  But, 
really,  it  mattered  nothing  what  was  the 
character  or  number  of  those  who  exercised 
their  constitutional  right  to  petition  that 
House.  The  poorest  man  in  the  land  had 
the  same  right,  and  was  justified  in  using 
it  at  his  discretion.  The  question  was  not 
what  were  the  petitioners,  nor  what  were 
their  motives,  nor  what  were  his  motives 
in  bringing  the  case  forward.  He  cared 
not  what  the  hon.  member  for  Sudbury 
might  say.  I  know,  continued  the  hon. 
alderman,  he  has  no  right  to  charge  me 
with  feelings  of  personal  hostility.  He 
knows  that  I  did  not  exercise  any  parti- 
cular severity  towards  him,  when  he  was 
brought  before  me,  on  a  particular  occa- 
sion. He  then  felt  and  expressed  himself 
indebted  to  me.  He  of  all  men  living 
has  no  right  to  complain  of  my  conduct. 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  any  thing  harsh  ;  but 
from  what  I  have  seen  of  him,  he  is  the 
last  man  alive  whom  I  would  trust  myself 
with  for  five  minutes,  except  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  third  person  [cheers,  and  cries 
of  «*  Order  !*•]. 

The  SpeaJier.  —  Any  member  of  this 
House,  who  uses  such  language  as  that 
towards  another  member,  is  decidedly  out 
of  order.  Whatever  the  honourable  alder- 
man may  think,  common  decency  requires 
that  he  should  adopt  a  difierent  form  of 
exnression. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman, — I  have  ex- 
pressed myself  strongly  ;  but  I  submit 
myself  to  your  correction.  The  hon. 
gentleman  has  charged  me  with  dealing 
unfairly  by  him.  Now,  the  feet  is,  that 
I  deferred  the  presentation  of  this  petition 
for  a  week,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  I 
received  from  him,  in  reply  to  a  communi- 
cation I  made  to  him.  i  et  he  complains 
that  I  shewed  him  no  courtesy.  After  this 
instance  of  his  candour,  I  repeat  I  should 
be  afraid  to  say  any  thing  to  him  but  in 


the  presence  of  a  witness.  —  Thd  hon. 
alderman  stated,  that  he  had  also  sent  the 
petition,  with  the  names  of  the  petitioners, 
to  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  Vote-office,  desir- 
ing him  to  shew  it  to  any  member  who 
might  wish  to  see  it.  He  contended  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had,  upon  his 
own  shewing,  made  out  a  strong  case  for 
inquiry.  It  was  said  that  the  directors 
had  made  no  profits.  The  fact  was,  that 
the  shares  in  this  transaction  had  never 
risen  in  the  market  as  the  shares  in  some 
other  schemes.  He  begged  to  call  thd 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  Welsh  Iron 
Company,  in  which  large  profits  were 
made. 

Mr.  John  Wilks. — I  rise  to  order.  The 
hon.  alderman  is  alluding  to  another 
matter,  in  which  it  is  impossible  that  I  can 
have  an  opportunity  of  replying. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  maintained) 
that  the  Welsh  Iron  Company  was  men- 
tioned in  the  petition,  and  that  it  would 
be  more  creditable  to  the  hon.  member  if 
he  did  not  seek  to  throw  impediments  in 
the  way  of  discussion.  The  hon.  member 
for  Liverpool  had  been  applied  to  to  be- 
come one  of  the  directors  of  the  Welsh 
Iron  Company,  but  that  hon.  member  re- 
fused to  lend  his  name  to  the  scheme,  lest 
it  should  induce  others  to  engage  in  a 
speculation  which  he  could  not  control. 

Mr.  John  WW^. — I  rise  to  order.  The 
hon.  member  states,  that  this  is  mentioned 
in  the  petition.  Here  there  is  an  issue 
between  us.  The  petition  lies  on  the 
table ;  let  the  House  decide. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  resumed.  The 
hon.  member  for  Liverpool  refused  to  lend 
his  name  to  the  scheme,  and  he  did  some- 
thing more.   A  check  was  sent  to  him 

Mr.  John  WUks. — I  rise  to  order 

The  Speaker, — The  hon.  member  is 
new  to  this  House ;  and  it  will  be  better  if 
the  hon.  member  relies  a  little  upon  others, 
to  see  that  the  House  is  not  in  a  state  of 
disorder. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  resumed.  A 
check  for  100/.  was  inclosed  to  the  hon. 
member  for  Liverpool ;  but  that  hon. 
member  sent  it  back  to  the  person  who 
inclosed  it.  He  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  Uie  House.  All  he  wished  for 
was,  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into 
a  fraudulent  transaction,  in  which  the 
character  and  conduct  of  members  of  that 
House  were  implicated.  There  was  another 
member  of  that  House,  Mr.  Barrett,  who 
had,   he   believod,   participatad   in   the 
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moncj.     That  gentlemaiiy    he   believed, 
had  brought  no  action.     He   asked  the 
House  then,  upon  public  grounds,  to  go 
into  an  inquiry  involving  the  character  of 
their  members.     In  the  last  parliament, 
bills  had  passed  that  House  for  the  pur- 
pose   of    sanctioning    these    fraudulent 
schemesj  in  which  members  had  a  direct 
interest.      The  last  parliament  had,   he 
might  say,  disgraced  itself  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public ;  and  he  called  upon  that  House 
to   do    something  to  vindicate   its  own 
character^  and  show  the  public,  not  only 
that  thev  discountenanced  such  fraudulent 
transactions,  but  that,   if  any  of   their 
members  were  implicated  in  Uiem,  they 
were  ready  to  go  into  an  inquiry  to  estab- 
lish the  purity  of  their  character,  or  to 
enable  the  House  to  take  steps  to  purge 
itself  of  members  who  ought  no  longer  to 
hold  a  seat  in  it.     He  might  have  brought 
down  many  petitions  on  the  subject,  if  he 
had  not  thought  it  better  in  the  present 
stage  of  the  matter  to  discourage  petitions. 
The  sum  of  14/.  was  lost  upon  every  share 
in  this  transaction ;  and  he  had  seen  a 
poor  man  that  morning,  who  had  lost 
every  shilling  he  had  in  the  world  by  em- 
barking in  it. 
Mr.  John  WUks. — Name  him. 
The  Speaker.— Order ! 
Mr.    Alderman    Waithman    resumed. 
Another  unfortunate  man,  who  had  been 
mined  by  this  fraudulent  transaction,  had 
cut  his  throat,  and  left  a  wife  and  eleven 
children  destitute.    The  wife  of  another 
man,  who  had  been  ruined  by  it,  had  be- 
come insane.     He  was  in  possession  of  a 
number  of  similar  distressing  cases. 

Mr.  Wilks  trusted  the  House  would  not 
allow  this  libel  upon  himself  and  other 
hon.  members  to  be  printed  and  circulated, 
pending  a  legal  inquiry  into  the  truth  of 
Its  allegations. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  said,  he  was 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  House  as  to 
future  proceedings,  having  no  personal 
feeling  whatever  beyond  a  desire  to  see 
justice  done.  He  would  not,  however, 
press  his  motion  now  for  printing  the  peti- 
tion, but  content  himself  with  giving  no- 
tice, that  soon  after  the  recess  he  would 
move  that  it  be  referred  for  the  considera- 
tion of  a  select  committee. 

Breach  of  Privilege — H.  C.  Jen- 
viVGs  Reprimanded.]  On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Canning,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
read  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Jcn- 
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nings,  who  had  written  certain  threaten- 
ing letters  to  Mr.  Peel.  Th«  Speaker  in- 
quired of  the  Serjeant-at-arms,  whether 
Mr.  Jennings  was  in  attendance,  and  on 
being  informed  in  the  affirmative,  he  was 
conducted  to  the  bar. 

The  Speaker, — What  is  your  name  ? 

Mr.  Jennings. — Henry  Constantine  Jen* 
nings. 

'Die  Speaker, — Look  at  those  letters; 
there  are  three  of  them ;  were  they  writ- 
ten by  you  ? 

Mr.  Jennings. — ^They  were. 

The  Speaker. — Have  you  any  observa- 
tion, or  explanation,  which  you  wish  to 
offer,  upon  having  written  them  ? 

Mr.  JenningSf  in  a  feeble  tone  of  voice, 
replied,  that  he  was  very  ill  at  the  time  he 
wrote  them,  as  the  papers  which  he  had  in 
his  hand  would  show,  as  well  as  in  great 
anxiety  of  mind ;  but  upon  reflection,  he 
was  extremely  sorry  for  having  written  them. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  thought  the  de- 
meanour of  this  individual  at  the  bar  of 
the  House,  and  the  observations  he  had 
made,  entitled  him  to  the  lenient  consider* 
ation  of  the  House.  It  would  be  extremely 
painful  to  the  House  to  visit  the  offence  of 
this  person,  who  represented  himself  to  be 
in  a  state  of  ill  health,  with  any  severe 
measure  of  punishment;  and  he  thought 
the  acknowledgment  of  his  error  might 
be  accepted  as  a  sufficient  atonement  for 
it. 

Mr.  Secretary  Canning  was  of  opinion, 
that  as  this  individual  had  menaced  the 
House  with  overhanging  their  debates,  and 
addressing  one  of  their  members  from  the 
gallery,  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  some 
preliminary  steps,  before  discharging  him 
from  further  attendance.  He  should 
move,  therefore,  that  Constantine  Jennings 
had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  and 
that  he  be  called  in  and  reprimanded 
by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Hume  regretted  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  felt  it  necessary  to  make  this 
motion,  because  it  involved  a  question  of 
considerable  importance.  If  a  member  of 
that  House  should  make  a  statement  re- 
specting the  character  of  an  individual 
which  was  not  correct,  and  should  persist 
in  taking  no  notice  of  repeated  applications 
made  to  him  to  correct  it,  he  really  thought, 
though  he  did  not  defend  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Jennings,  that  an  individual,  whose 
character  would  be  so  attacked,  would  be 
placed  in  a  situation  of  considerable  hard- 
ship. 
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Mr.  Secretary  Canning  thought  it  im- 
possible to  visit  such  an  offence  as  that  of 
which  this  individual  had  been  guilty,  how- 
ever it  might  be  apologised  for,  or  however 
extenuated,  with  a  less  measure  of  punish- 
ment than  that  which  he  proposed  to  in- 
flict upon  him. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
Constaotine  Jennings  was  accordingly 
called  in,  and  reprimanded  by  die 
Speaker.    The  reprimand  was  as  follows : 

**  Henry  Constantine  Jennings,  there  is 
no  duty  more  imperative  upon  this  House, 
as  well  for  the  preservation  of  its  own  ho- 
nour and  dignity,  as  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  best  rights  of  the  public,  than  the 
duty  of  preserving  inviolate  its  own  privi- 
leges. 1  may  add,  there  is  no  duty  in 
which  the  House  engages  with  greater  re- 
luctance than  that  of  vbiting  an  individual 
with  punishment  for  an  offence  committed 
against  them ;  and  for  myself,  let  me  add, 
there  is  no  duty  more  painful,  both  from 
the  apprehension,  that  I  may  not  ade- 
quately convey  the  sentiments  of  the 
House,  and  abo  from  a  feeling  of  what 
must  be  the  situation  and  state  of  the  indi- 
vidual who  is  subjected  to  that  correction. 
The  House  have  heard,  and  have  heard 
with  as  much  satisfaction  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  would  admit,  the 
unequivocal  and  full  expression  of  con- 
trition on  your  part.  The  House  are 
prepared  to  receive  it  in  the  spirit  in 
which  you  delivered  it,  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  deal  with  this  offence 
with  the  utmost  lenity.  I  am  commanded 
to  reprimand  you  for  the  offence  which 
you  have  committed,  and  to  admonish 
you,  that  a  repetition  of  such  offence  will 
not  be  passed  over  with  so  slight  a  correc- 
tion.*' 

Corn  Duties  Bill.]  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  further  consideration  of 
the  Report  upon  this  bill, 

Mr.  Leycester  said,  he  thought  that  the 
duty  imposed  upon  foreign  corn  imported 
into  this  country  was  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion under  ordinary  circumstances ;  h|it,  if 
there  should  be  a  deficient  crop,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  British  agriculturist  would  be 
far  from  enviable.  He  differed  from  those 
who  thought  that  the  dutj  ought  to  be 
lower,  because  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
consequence  of  a  lower  duty  would  be  the 
sacrifice  of  the  English  gentleman  to  ad- 
vaooe  the  interests  of  the  German  baron. 
.  Mr.  Bemal  said,   he  observed,  with 


great  regret^  a  clause  in  the  bill  as  now 
printed,  which  he  thought  was  in  complete 
violation  of  the  principle  upon  which  the 
present  measure  was  introduced.  ^  The 
new  clause  was  described  in  the  margin 
'^  Reciprocity  of  Duties  in  the  Trade  of 
Com,'"  and  the  object  of  it  appeflred  to 
him  to  be  to  put  a  stop  to  the  importation 
of  foreign  com  altogether.  By  that 
clause,  power  was  given  to  his  majesty, 
with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  corn  from  such 
foreign  nations  as  should  impose  upon  our 
vessels  carrying  goods  to  those  countries, 
greater  duties  than  those  imposed  upon 
national  vessels.  He  wished  to  know 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  whether 
his  view  of  the  clause  was  correct  ? 

Mr.  C.  Crrcuit  said,  tlie  object  of  the 
clause  certainly  was,  to  enable  his  majesty, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  com  from 
Russia,  Sweden,  or  any  other  foreign  na- 
tion, which  might  abuse  the  generosity  of 
England,  by  taking  all  the  benefits  of 
our  system  of  relaxation,  and  imposing 
higher  duties  upon  our  shipping  and  goods 
in  that  country,  than  were  exacted  from 
the  subjects  of  that  nation  who  might  im- 
port, in  foreign  ships,  foreign  corn  into 
this  country.  In  introducing  that  clause, 
the  originators  of  the  present  measure  had 
acted  upon  the  principle  which  had  regu- 
lated the  measures  hitherto  introduced  for 
the  repeal  of  duties  upon  foreign  goods 
imported  in  foreign  vessels.  In  the  year 
1822,  when  his  right  hon.  friend  brought 
in  his  bill  for  allowing  intercourse  with 
the  West  Indies,  there  was  inserted  a 
clause,  giving  to  the  king  in  council  a 
power  of  prohibiting  ail  intercourse  with 
those  colonies  in  any  such  cases  as  those 
alluded  to.  In  1823,  when  they  had  gone 
a  little  further,  and  had  done  away  with 
all  discriminating  duties  as  a  principle, 
did  they  then  deprive  themselves  of  the 
power  of  imposing  upon  foreigners  the 
necessity  of  adopting  a  reciprocity  of 
duty,  or  else  of  shutting  them  out  alto- 
gether? Certainly  not.  There  existed 
then,  as  well  as  now,  a  clause,  giving  his 
majesty's  government  a  power  fo  re-enact 
those  restrictions,  and  to  establish  a  prohi- 
bition, should  any  foreign  power  shew  a  dis- 
position to  abuifc  our  generosity.  Upon  this 
same  principle,  it  was  now  proposed  to  act. 
The  foreigner  was  told,  that  we  had  for 
our  own  benefit  relaxed  our  prohibitory 
system  of  commerce,  but  that  as  he  waa 
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ako  to  benefit  by  that  relaxation,  we 
should  expect  a  like  liberality  upon  his 
part ;  if  not,  we  reserred  the  right  to  pro- 
tect ouraelyea  against  his  attonpt  to  abuse 
our  generosity.     Having  stated  the  pinci- 

Sle  upon  which  government  meant  to  act, 
e  must  add,  that  ha  had  not  the  slightest 
^apprehension  of  those  diaastroua  conse- 
quences, which  some  hononrable  members 
feared  would  arise  from  it.  Besides,  it  should 
be  recoUected,  that  it  would  not  rest  with 
the  king  in  council  to  brif^  this  act  into 
operation.  The  foieigner  must  first  by 
hts  own  act  bring  himself  within  the  ope- 
ration of  the  law;  and  therefore,  being 
forewarned,  the  blame,  if  any,  mnst  attach 
to  him. 

Mr.  Hume  took  the  clause  to  be  a  devia- 
tion from  the  principles  on  which  the  bill 
bad  set  out  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
establishment  of  countervailing  duties; 
but  he  thought  that  to  recognize  a  prohi- 
bition under  any  ciicumstances,  was  re- 
pugnant to  the  measure  before  the  House. 
It  would  place  a  most  offensive  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  government,  and  might 
militate,  in  a  very  serious  manner,  against 
the  shipping  interest. 

Sir  /.  Newport  repeated  the  objections 
he  had  urged  against  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  allowed  me  importation  of  flour,  as 
it  must  tend  materially  to  the  injury  of 
Ireland ;  but,  as  he  had  already  taken  the 
sense  of  the  House  upon  it,  he  would  ab- 
stain from  going  any  further  at  presenL 
The  House  having  assented  to  the  princi<- 
ple  of  the  bill,  he  thought  it  right  to  allow 
it  a  fair  trial,  and  not  make  it  a  measure 
of  annual  ezpenment.  WithHhis  view,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  allowed  to  continue  in 
operation  for  a  fixed  period ;  say  three  or 
five  years. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  expressed  his  regret  at 
having  been  obliged  to  oppose  the  right 
hoa.  baronet,  whose  opinions  and  judg- 
ment he  highly  valued,  upon  that  part  of 
this  measure,  which  affected  Ireland ;  and 
he  sincerely  hoped  and  trusted,  that  the 
right  hon.  baronet  woukl  find  himself  mis- 
taken  in  the  result.  As  to  having  this  bill 
fettered  down  to  any  fixed  period,  he 
thought  it*would  be  most  injurious,  and 
counteract  the  object  it  was  proposed  to 
effect. 

Mr.  Warburton  opposdB  the  clause, 
and  said  he  meant  to  move  that  it  t>e 
struck  out.  It  was  retracing  our  steps, 
aod  going  hack  from  those  principles 
which  ministers   professed  to  establish. 


Com  DUtiu  Bill 


318 


The  hon.  member  then  refemd'  to  the 
4th,  5tb,  and  6th,  of  Geoi^  4tb,  to  shew, 
that  by  the  system  of  reciprocity  which 
those  acts  established,  his  majesty  was 
only  allowed  to  levy  a  duty  on.  the  goods 
of  those  countries  in  which  a  higher  duty 
was  levied  on  our  manufactures,  of  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  amount.  The  clause 
was  an  unwise  departuie  from  the  system 
of  countervailing  duties.  The  hon.  mem-* 
her  concluded  by  movii^,  that  the  claosa 
marked  A  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  C.  P.  Thompion  seconded  the  mo« 
tkm.  The  preoedents  quoted  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  were,  in  his  opinion,  no 
precedents  at  all*  All  the  former  acts  went 
on  the  principle  of  establishing  counter* 
vailing  duties,  but  this  clause  re-enacted 
the  old  system  of  prohibition.  He  was 
persuaded,  that  it  would  have  an  unftnrour* 
able  effect  in  foreign  countries,  with  whom 
we  must  preserve  our  relations,  if  we  meant 
to  have  any  commerce  at  all. 

Mr.  Secretary  CcMnmg  said,  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  fh>m  the  observa-' 
tions  made  on  the  clause,  gentlemen  con-» 
curred  in  the  general  principle;  but  he 
was  equally  satisfied  that  the  ot^ections 
which  had  been  inade  in  the  course  of 
those  observations,  arose  from  a  misunder- 
standing. The  first  objection  arose  from 
confounding  two  distinct  things  under  the 
word  prohibition.  The  measure  before 
the  House,  as  had  been  correctly  stated 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen,  did 
abdish  prohibition;  but  it  was  a  prohi- 
bition quoad  importing  grain  into  this 
country.  The  prohibition  in  the  clause 
was  not  a  prohibition  quoad  this  country, 
but  quoad  the  country  whence  it  was  im- 
ported ;  the  clause,  therefore,  did  not 
touch  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The  se- 
cond objection  which  had  been  made  by 
the  hon.  member  who  spoke  last,  arose 
from  his  supposing  there  was  some  incon- 
sistency in  the  mode  of  dealing  with  that 
country,  which  might  not  deal  favourably 
with  us,  and  very  different  from  our  mode 
of  dealing  with  other  countries.  But  the 
principle  was  precisely  the  same  By  the 
bill  we  repealed  the  law  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  grain ;  and  by  tho  dause, 
we  left  the  offending  country  precisdy  in 
the  conditioa  where  we  found  it.  As  thus^ 
we  repealed  the  discriminating  duties  ge- 
nerally— he  was  then  faking  of  former 
acts — ^but  we  reserved  to  ourselves  the 
ri^ht  of  levying  those  duties  on  the  coun-^ 
tries  which  did  not  choose  to  imitate  our 
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libeiml  rfstem.  Hq  coittendcd,  that  it 
was  the  same  as  to  the  preBent  law.  By 
the  law  as  it  then  stood,  there  was  a  prac- 
tical prohibition  to  import  com  into  this 
country — by  the  present  law  that  prohi- 
bition was  repeated ;  but  we  also  said  to 
&at  country,  which  would  not  totitle  itself 
to  the  bene6t  of  the  new  law,  we  would 
not  inflict  any  additional  punishment  on 
it,  we  would  leave  it  where  it  was  before 
the  law  was  passed.  In  both  instances 
the  practice  was  the  same;  and  the  con- 
fusion  he  had  noticed  arose  from  considering 
prohibition,  as  applied  to  the  importing 
country,  and  as  applied  to  the  country 
whence  the  com  was  exported,  to  mean 
the  same  thing.  He  contended,  that  the 
principle  was  precisely  the  same,  and  that 
It  was  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  the 
business.  He  concurred  with  his  ri^t 
hon.  friend  the^  chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  hoping  that  the  case  contemplated 
may  not,  and  in  believing  that  it  would 
not,  arise. 
The  original  clause  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday  f  April  10. 

CooNTT  Fire  Office  —  Revenue 
Iv^uiBT.]  Mr.  Hobhouie  said,  that  m 
consequence  of  the  notice  which  he  had 
last  night  giv«n,  he  roseta  present  a  peti- 
tion, signed  t>y  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred persons  of  most  respectable  character, 
some  of  whom  were  directors  of,  and  others 
subscribers  to,  the  Qounty  Fire  Office: 
and  to  the  contents  of  that  petition  he 
begged  the  most  serious  attention.  The 
case  which  the  petitioners  made  out  was 
grounded  upon  a  report,  got  up  under  the 
great  name  and  character  of  the  right  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Wallace)  opposite,  and  others 
of  the  commissioners  who  acted  with  him. 
The  House  was  of  course  aware  that  some 
time  ago  a  commission  had  been  formed 
to  inquire  into  the  mode  of  coUecting  the 
revenue  of  Ireland.  The  powers  of  that 
commission  were  in  a  little  time  extended 
to  Scotland,  and  ultimately  to  England 
also.  Several  reports  were  made  by  that 
commission ;  and  at  length,  the  fourteenth 
report,  with  a  voluminous  appendix,  was 
presented  to  the  House.  He  would  now 
state  shortly,  the  grievances  under  which 
the  County  Fire  Office  laboured,  and  of 
which  they  had  such  just  reason  to  com- 
plain. The  County  Fire  Office  was  a  large 
ted  flourishing  establishment,  whidi  had 
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long  enjoyed  the  public  confidence,  and 
had  issued,  as  he  was  informed,  upwards' 
of  one  million  of  policies.  There,  were  to 
be  found  amongst  its  directors  and  sub- 
scribers, some  of  the  greatest  and  most 
respectable  names  in  the  city  of  West- 
minster. In  the  year  1825,  the  directors 
of  the  County  Fire  Office  received  an  in- 
timation, that  certain  parliamentary  com- 
missioners of  inquiry,  who  had  authority  to 
that  effect,  were  anxious  to  examine  the 
books  of  that  establirimient ;  they  also 
expressed  a  wish  to  see  and  examine' 
some  of  the  Company's  clerks.  The  direc- 
tors were  told  to  send  their  books  to  the 
commissioners  for  examination ;  and  in* 
consequence,  the  books,  to  the  amount* 
of  four  coach-loads,  were  sent.  It  was 
quite  natural  that  upon  the  rumour  of  such' 
an  inquiry  being  on  foot,  public  attention* 
should  be  drawn  to  it,  and  ramouFS  cir- 
culated  of  various  descriptions.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  rumours  did  gi^  afloat^ 
and  even  went  so  far  as  to  have  exchequer 
processes  publicly  mentioned  in  the  news- 
papers. These  rumours  had  the  effect  of 
withdrawing  several  insurances  from  the 
County  Fire  Office,  and  tended  to  affect 
its  stability.  The  directors  and  subscribers 
were,  of  course,  anxious  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  these  vague  and  grounciness 
rumours,  with  a  view  to  their  immediate 
and  most  positive  cootmdiction ;  and  Mr. 
Barber  Beaumont,  the  managing-director, 
wrote  two  or  three  letters  to  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  subject.  Those  letters  were 
written  in  a  tone  not,  perhaps,  so  measured 
as  after  reflection  would  approve  of;  but 
they  were  Written  in  a  tone  which  his 
peculiar  situation  in  the  County  Fire  Office' 
naturally  called  forth.  He  •  called  upon 
the  directors  to  examine  him  forthwith,' 
and  he  thought  his  answers  favourable  not 
only  to  his]  own  honour^  but  to  the  cha- 
racter and  interests  of 'the  County  Fire 
Office  also.  But  the  directors,  not  satisfied 
with  this,  and  wishing  for  further  inquiry, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  Exchequer 
processes  whichfhad  been  talked  of,  recom- 
mended that  a  legal  investigation  -should 
ti&e  place,  and  were  disappointed  when 
they  round  it  was  ndt  proceeded  itf.  At 
lengthy  out  came  the  report  of  the  right 
hon«  gentleman,  accompanied  by  the  pre- 
sent bulky  mass  of  evidence.  And  here  he 
must  obseive,  that  the  petitioners  ^th 
great  justice  complained,  first,  that^the 
report  had  not  been  presented  wiUh-  ihe 
evideacei  within  one  month  after  ^tbemeet-* 


351      HOUSB  OP  COMMONS, 

ng  of  the  House,  as  was  required  by  the' 
provisions  of  the  act — instead  of  this,  how- 
ever, it  was  not  presented  until  the  26th  of 
May,  1826,  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
the  House  was  shortly  after  dissolved ;  so 
that  these  gentlemen  had  no  means  of  de- 
fending themselves,  or  of  seeking  redress 
by  application  to  parliaments  This  regu- 
lation for  the  early  introduction  of  the 
seports  and  evidence  after  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  was  made  with  good  reason, 
because  it  was  found  necessary  to  throw 
the  most  effectual  protection  round  persons 
whose  characters  might  be  affected  by  re- 
presentations coming  from  so  high  and  so 
irresponsible  a  quarter.  When  the  report 
came  out,  the  directors  at  once  perceived 
the  grounds  of  this  inquiry.  They  found 
that  they  were  charged  with  certain  great 
crimes  upon  evidence,  which  they  had  good 
reason  to  believe  had  been  received  from 
persons  who  were  little  short  of  perjured 
informers.  Feeling  the  most  anxious 
desire  at  once  to  justify  themselves,  and 
bring  those  guilty  persons  (as  they  supposed 
them).to  justice,  the  directors  applied  to 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
commission  (Mr.  Wallace),  and  his  col- 
leagues, for  tiie  names  of  the  witnesses, 
without  which  it  was  impossible  they  could 
proceed  at  law.  It  was  necessary  they 
should  do  this ;  for  the  House  mu$t  know, 
that  in  an  indictment  for  perjury,  such  as 
was  here  contemplated,  the  Report  was 
DO  evidence ;  it  was  necessary  to  have  the 
notes  of  the  short-hand-writer,  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  some  of  the  commis- 
sioners, and  the  form  of  the  oath  itself.  He 
held  in  his  hand  the  answer  which  the 
commissioners  were  pleased  to  give  upon 
that  occasion.  It  was  in  substance  this — 
"  that  they  did  not  think  it  right,  as  it  was 
not  their  duty,  to  give  the  requisite  in- 
formation." r^ow,  if  it  was  not  their  duty 
to  furnish  such  information  as  would  en- 
able persons  wrongfully  accused  to  protect 
themselves,  by  punishing  their  false  ac- 
cusers— ^how  was  it  that  those  commis- 
sioners held  the  power  of  punishing,  when 
they  pleased,  persons  giving  false  testimony 
the  other  way  ?  Surely,  it  was  never  in- 
tended that  there  should  be  a  law  for  the 
conmiissioners  alone.  The  meaning  and 
intent  of  the  law  must  be,  to  deal  out  equal 
justice  and  equal  protection  to  all.  He 
meant  not  to  impugn  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  or  his  colleagues; 
but  he  must  sav,  that  in  his  opinion,  when 
they  gave   such  an  answer  to  a  highly 
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respectable  body  of  persona,   axisiiotis  to 
relieve  themselves  from  a  charge  of  frauds* 
they  acted  very  unadvisedly ;  and  the  more 
so,  when  the  petitioners  declared  them--^ 
selves  possessed  of  the  means  by  which  the- 
charge  of  perjury  could  be  estsiblished.  Ho. 
would  ask  the  House,  whether  the  peti* 
tioners  had  .not  at  least  a  primd  facie  case- 
in their  favour,  when  he  stated  that,  the 
witnesses  called  to  e9tablish  the  charg^» 
against  them,  the  informers,  were  actually 
ducharged  servants  of  the  County  Fire 
Office  ?    One  of  the  witnesses,  when  ex** 
amined,  actually  refused  to  give  his  name. 
Was  this,  he  would  ask,  the  kind. of  evi- 
dence upon  which  to  found  an  accusation 
against   a  highly  respectable  coxnmeiciaL 
body  ?    And  had  that  body  not  reason  tor 
complain,  when  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
and  his  colleagues  refused  them  the  means 
of  establishing  their  character  ?  He  would 
also  ask  this  other  question,  with  jrespect 
to  another  branch  of  complaint,  of  the 
petitioners.    Why  was  it  that  the  parlia* 
mentary.  commissioners  ehter^  into  tbis 
inquiry,  instead  of  the  commissioners  of* 
stamps?     It  was    well  known  that  the^ 
Stamp-office  was,  by  the  2drd  Geo.  3, 
chap.  48,  entitled  to  inquire  into  the  ac- 
counts of  the  County  Fire  Office,  and  it 
gave  to  this  act  the  power  to  protect  the 
public  against  fraud.    The  answers  given 
to  this  question,  and  which  he  considered 
of  a  most  unsatisfactory  nature,  were  as- 
cribed in  the  Report  to  Mr,  Godfrey  Sykes,. 
the   solicitor  to  the    Stamp-office.     Mr. 
Sykes  was  not  present  at  this  discussion  ;. 
but  there  was  no  fear  of  his  wanting  de- 
fenders upon,  the  present  occasion,  who 
would  account  for  the  part  he  had  taken 
in  this  transaction.     Mr.  Sykes,  he  must 
describe  as  a  most  respectable  gentleman,, 
and  he  believed  that  this  proceeding  had 
originated  in  some  matters  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  imperfectly  got  hold  of.    The 
grounds  alleged  by  Mr.  Sykes  as  those 
which  induced  the  parliamentary  commis- 
sioners to  interfere,  were — ^first,afearthat  the 
manc^ing  director  (Mr.  B.  Beaumont)would 
throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  the  Stamp- 
office  inquiry,  and  secondly,  an  impression 
that  the  Stamp-office,  if  they  did  undertake, 
it,  bad  no  power  to  inspect  the  accounts. 
Now,  be  denied  both  these  statements;  and 
as  to  the  authority  of  examiqing  the  ac-> 
counts,  it  was  strictly  given  to  the  Stamp- 
office,  by  the  act  of  parliament.  He  would 
be  bold  to  say,  that  this  was  the  first  time 
a  parliamentary  commission  ventured  ta 
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iaqmre  fnto  tbe  affidra  of  a  large  and 
oomiiieiGial  establuhment ;  and 
if  this  sort  ef  inquiry  was  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed without  a  g;ood  cause  existing,  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  country  would 
be  rendoed  altogether  insecure.  He  was 
asmne  of  tiie  technical  fonnality  under 
which  tfaifinterference  of  die  commissioners 
waa  jastiBed,  namely^  that  those  who  had 
aright  to  inquire  into  the  Stamp-office  had 
also  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  County 
Fire  Office,  which  was  placed  under  the 
control  of  that  office.  This,  with  the 
uoaopported  assertion  of  the  solicitor,  was 
the  ouy  justification  for  sudi  an  unusual 
interference  in  the  afiairs  of  a  large  mer- 
cantile concern.  Even  the  mode  of  taking 
the  endence  was  not  a  little  singular.  A 
deik  of  Mr.  S]^ces,  the  solicitor,  wasabout 
to  esamine  a  witness ;  the  witness  refused 
ttf  give  his  name ;  but  the  clerk,  notwith- 
atanding,  continued  to  take  the  evidence 
without  having  even  the  name  of  the  in- 
Conner  I  Under  these  circumstances,  what 
'were  the  charges  which  the  commissioners 
thought  proper  to  bring  against  these 
respectable  petitionere?  That  whenever 
any  of  their  oountiy  agents  failed,  Mr. 
Bariier  Beaumont  made  out  lists  for  the 
whola  amount,  and  charged  it  to  the 
Stunp-office,  by  which  a  difference  was 
iMde  in  the  company's  favour  of  2,000/.  a 
year  beyond  what  was  due  to  them.  He 
would  ask,  was  that  charge  true?  He 
boldly  and  fearlessly  answered,  that  it  was 
not  true,  and  in  making  that  assertion,  he 
felt  that  he  was  borne  out  by  the  evidence. 
The  petitioners  denied  its  truth  in  the  most 
direct  and  positive  terms,  and  referred  to 
the  evidence  contiuned  in  pages  671  and 
672,  for  the  truth  of  their  assertion.  On 
looking  over  the  evidence,  he  felt  the  injus- 
tice done  to  them ;  and  the  House  would 
see  that  he  was  justified  in  making  this 
asseitioa,  when  he  stated,  that  after  twenty- 
nine  cases  of  close  mvestigition  into  die 
allairs  of  de&ulters  in  Edinburgh,  there 
bad  at  length  been  discovered  one  single 
error,  and  that — ^to  what  amount  did  Uie 
House  think  ?  To  the  amount  of  24s. 
which  wa»  owing  by  a  man  who  died  before 
he  had  settled  his  account.  Taking,  there- 
fore, the  average  of  Edinburgh  as  the  stand* 
afd,  a  defalcation  of  only  24s.  instead  of 
d,000/.  per  annum,  would  be  discovered. 
IJiat,  theisforo,  was  the  amount  of  error, 
or,  as  Mr.  Sykes  had  chosen  to  call  it,  of 
fraud.  But,  sureW,  if  even  in  the  concerns 
of aogiaat  an  office  as  the  County  File 
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Offlce»  a  few  agents  were  discovered  to 
have  been  guilty  of  misconduct,  that  was. 
not  a  reason  why  the  whole  establishment 
should  be  charged  with  fraud?  In  the 
account  of  errors  and  defaults  of  all  kinds,' 
taken  from  the  middle  of  the  year  1807  up 
to  July,  1825,  and  among  no  less  than 
sixty-four  agencies,  the  errors  amounted 
only  to  6,517/.  5ff.  ll<f.,  and  the  defaults 
of  these  numerous  agents  did  not  exceed 
798/.  2s.  Tliat  evidence  was  taken  on  the 
account  of  Charles  Stevens,  and  distinctly 
disproved  the  charges  which  had  been 
brought,  and  gave  a  flat  denial  to  the  state- 
ment of  fraud.  He  put  it  to  the  House, 
whether  in  an  office,  whose  agents  were  to 
be  found  in  the  county  of  Inverness,  and  at 
the  Land^s  End,  it  was  possible  that  there 
should  not  be  errors?  He  might  even 
admit  that  some  of  the  agents  might  be 
guilty  of  fraud.  But  that  admission  did 
not  justify  the  general  attack  which  had 
been  made  upon  the  establishment  at 
lam.  One  person  certainly  had  been 
guuty  of  a  fraud ;  he  meant  a  person 
named  Lye ;  but  that  person  was,  strange 
to  say,  one  of  the  informers  of  the  ri^t 
hon.  gentleman  opposite;  and  since  the 
discovery  of  his  fraud,  there  had  been  a 
conspiracy  between  him  and  two  other 
persons  to  injure,  and  defame  the  con- 
ductors of  this  office.  Now,  the  peti- 
tioners most  distinctly  denied  the  ex^ 
istence  of  any  fraud ;  and  they  said,  that 
if  the  Office  could  be  fairly  and  truly 
charged  with  having  kept  back  a  single 
sixpence  in  the  returns  of  duty  made  by 
them  to  the  Stamp-office,  they  would  give 
up  their  case. — ^Tbe  next  charge  against 
them  was,  that  they  had  over-rat^  the 
number  of  policies  effected  at  their  Office. 
Now,  the  truth  was,  that  the  number  of 
ordered  policies  requiring  stamps  was  given 
in  every  quarter  to  the  Stamp-office ;  and 
if  all  these  policies  were  not  ultimately  di- 
rected to  be  made  out  by  the  County  Fire 
Office,  the  directors  claimed  a  return  of 
the  duty  which  had  been  charged  upon 
such  poucies  as  were  not  required.  But 
why  did  the  conunissioners  complain  of' 
this?  Had  it  been  any  injury  to  the  re- 
venue ?  He  was  prepared  to  answer  in  the 
negative.  Nay,  more,  he  could  shew  that 
in  reality  the  revenue  had  been,  to  a  certain 
extent,  positively  benefitted  by  it.  The 
Office  were  in  the  habit  of  paying  40,000/. 
or  50,000/.  per  annum  in  stamps  upon  the 
policies  effected  there ;  and  out  of  that  sum 
they  were  generally  10/)00/.  in  advance. 
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Sappoebg  even,  that  tbey  were  obliged  at 
last,  by  the  policiea  ju>t  bebg  Bnally  made 
up,  to  claim  aretani  of  the  10,000i. ;  even 
then  it  was  cleat,  that  the  revenue  was  be- 
nefitted to  ^e  extent  ef  the  interest  of  the 
money  so  advanoed,  from  the  tine  of  its 
being  adyanoed  until  it  was  reclaimed!.  It 
TeaHy  was  curious  ta  observe  the  invsdiotts. 
manner  in  which  the  commissioneis)  had 
represented  this  transaction.  They  had 
fint  oomplai|ied  o£  it,  asi  if  it  was  an  in-- 
jury  to  the  r^nue ;  but  he  trusted  he  had 
said  enough  foshew  that  it  was  not.  Next, 
the^  spoke  of  it  as  having  been  used  witk 
a  view  to  gsr«  to  the  County  Fire  Office 
the  appearanee  of  doing  more  than  their 
leali  business.  Now,  that  was  not  the  in^ 
tention,  nor  was  it  even  the  efiect ;  lor- the 
piiblic  tftatement  only  contained  theamount 
of  thenett;.proceed8ofdttty  actually  payable 
to  the  Stamp«<yfifice. — Besidesthe  fMwcipal 
diaages  to  which  he<  had  already  alluded, 
there  wen<  also  sabsidiavy  charges,  which 
not  obly  went  to  impugn  the  general  direo- 
tioB  of  the  office,  but  Uie  management  of  a 
partictdarindividttd  director.  One  of  these 
subsidiary  charges  waa,  that  Mr»  Barber 
Beaumont,  the  managing  director,  had 
been  guilty  of  throwing^  inu>ediments;in  the 
way  of  theexaminations  wuioh  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  make  of  tiie*  booies  of 
the  office.  Now,  that  charge  he  denied  at 
that  moment  as  he  had  denied  it  before ; 
and  it  was  to  be  observed,  that  the  evidence 
of  their  own  witness,  Mr.  Deans,  went  to 
support  ^e  denial ;  for  that  witness  stated, 
that  when  he  wenttoexaininethe  accounts, 
Mr.  Beaumont  directed  that  every  assist* 
ance  should  be  given  him,  and  that  the 
derk  should^  afibrd  Mr.  Deans  every  in* 
formation  he  wanted ;  and  ia  that  reqiect 
he  was  confinned  by  anotiier  witness^  Mr. 
Johnson.  The  only  observation  Mr. 
Beaumont  made  was,  to  adt  for  what  reason 
these  penM>ns  were  sent  to  examine  the 
books  of  the  office.  A  further  contradie* 
tion  of  thi$  charge  was  to  be  fbund  in  the 
two  letters,  addressed  by  Mr.  Barber 
Beaumont  to. the  commissioners,  in  which 
that  gentleman  courted  every  inquiry  into 
his  conduct.  That  charge,  however,  was 
not  enough  fbr  Mr.  Sykes^  who  went  on  to 
say,  that  since  the  mquiry  had  been  in 
progress  new  books  had  been  made,  with  a 
view,  as  it  was  insinuated,  of  defeating  the 
inquiry^  Did  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
mean  to  affirm  that  the  diarge  was  true  ? 
— [Mr.  Wallace  here  answered  across  the 
table,  that  his  bformer  told  bin  so.}~ 
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Mr.  Hobhouse  continued :  Yes,  it  was  true, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  informer  mi^t 
tell  him  so,  but  did  he  himsdf  raaan  to 
maintain  that  part  of  the  charge,  or  did  he 
eien  give  any  credit  to  it  ?  Surely  he  cewld 
not,  foanded  as  it  was  upon  heansiy  sari- 
denc^  which  he  did  notkesitatetocharao* 
tcQse  is  infiunous.  The  conduct  of  the. 
commissioners^  in  this*  respect,  seemed  ta 
him  to-be  justly  Uable  to  complaint  Tliey 
first  96  all  received  ei^nce  or  this  aatuee^ 
and  then  not  only  admitted  it  u|Mni  their 
notes,  and  introduced  it  inib  theic  repdrt, 
but  abstained  ficom  expressing  their  owia 
opinion  of  it,  and  did  not  even  condesotml 
to  adcnowledge  the  eouivocal  natureofth^ 
evidenoe.  None  of  tne  charges  were,  as 
they  ought  ta  have  been,  positive  and  dia- 
tinct*  On  Ae  contrary  every  thing  rested 
on  surmises.  Mr.^Sykes  ^'radier  sus- 
pected" there  was  some  ftaud;  he  "  thougbt" 
there  had  been  some  tampering  uMi  the 
people  at  Edinburgh ;  and  lastly,  it^'  lathev 
struck  him,"  that  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont^ 
knowing  the  particular  numbers  of  the 
policies,  had  availed  himself  of  that  know* 
ledge,  for  the  purpose  of  thnwine  impedi- 
ments  in  the  way  of  the  examination  iniidv 
it  had.  been  proposed  to  commence.;  Nov, 
it  really  was  too  bad,  by  making  theseeniw 
raises,  by  expressing  these  susptcions,  'and 
hinting  these  doubts,  thus  to  cast  impata^ 
tions  of  so  heavy  a  nature  upon  any  indi* 
vidua],  or  upon  any  establishment.  It  was 
too  much  that  their  reputation  should  be 
thus  whispered  away  by  two  persons,  bne 
of  whom  did  not  avow  his  name,  and*  the 
other  only  expressed  his  vague  su^piciona 
that  all  was  not  correct.  Yet,  in  ^  this 
manner  was  the  character  of  Mr.  Barber 
Beaumont,  and  that  of  the  County  Fire 
Office  to  be  ruined,  although  that  great 
commercial  concern  was  one  of  as  mueh 
respectobility  as  any  in  London.  If  the 
indefinite  charges  thus  made  wele  to  be 
taken  as  true,  the  directors  of  the  Countyi 
Fire  Office  were  worse  than  the  uajuat 
steward,  who^  when  the  servant  said  Uiat 
he  owed  bis  lord  for^  pounds,  answered— 
'*  take  thy  bill  and  write  four  socre,"  for 
they  had  written  4,000A  where  notiiinr 
like  that  sum  existed,  and  it  was  chamd 
that  they  had  done  so,  merely  with  the  new 
of  Bwellmg  the  balance  of  the  aocoimt  It 
wto  charrod  too,  that  in  no  one  instance 
had  Mr,  Beaumont  shewn  any  exact  sum  ; 
and  an  eictraet  was  annexed,  with  the  view, 
as  it  was  said,  of  proving  dut  asseifion* 
HeweveTn  when  thii(>  extract  was  shewn. 
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the  ftBseflidn  Was  disproved:  for,  instead  of 
thtrt  being  t  large  sum  in  his  favoar,  it 
appeared,  diat  from  the  year  1819  to  the 
year  1825,  there  was  a  bsllance  of  61 L 
•gauistfaim.  The  extract  therefore  proved, 
that  he  had  not  un&irly  dealt  with  the  ac- 
ctrtints,  in  order  to  inake  himself  entitled 
to  a  large  balance.  It  Was  stated  too^  that 
tRe  c<3ta(mtiss!oners  asked  the  question  whe- 
tHer  Mr.  Beaumont's  contincrance  in  his 
office  did  in>t  depend  on  the  success  with 
which  he  conducted  the  concern,  affid  thtit 
be  fltnswered  that  question  in  the  affirma- 
t^ :  therefore,  said  the  commissioners,  he 
ted  been  led  to  throw  dust  i^to  the  eyes  c(t 
those  who  were  connected  with  the  con- 
dm  as  insm^rs,  since  they  were  the  per- 
sons on  whom' he  depended:  for  a  continu- 
ance in  his  office.  Now,  he  wonld  appeal 
to  any  one,  even  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  whether  such  an  insinuation 
ought  to  have  been  made  ?^  He  recollected, 
that  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had,  a  short 
tftne  smce,  said,  in  a  most  manW  and 
fabnourabte  manner,  that  it  was  his  wish 
that  Alls  inquiry  should  be  followed  up, 
l^fcaase  there  had  been  an  attack  maae 
op  his  character.  Surely,  if  the  right  hon. 
gCtotfeman  felt  such  an  anxiety,  it  must 
b^  felt  in  as  great,  if  not  in  a  greater, 
de|^ee,  by  Mr.  BaAer  Beaumont;  for, 
Wfade  attacks  of  the  most  serious  descrip- 
tibn  had  been  made  upon  his  character, 
no  attack  had  been  made  upon  that  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  except  the 
accusation  of  having  allowed  charges  to 
sQmd  which  oii^t  never  to  have  beeii 
permitted  to  remain  a  moment  after  the 
evidence  had  been  received. — One  of  the 
charges  brought  against  the  directors  of 
this  office  was  that  of  having  colluded 
with  Mr.  Sedgwick,  lately,  the  chairman 
of  *th^  Board  of  Stamjps.  Now,  to  that 
charge  there  was  a  contradiction  on  the 
evidence  of  the  strongest  possible  kind. 
That  contradiction  was  one  which  it  was 
ithpossible  to' meet  or  to  falsify— it  was  the 
Cbntradlctioti  of  time.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  pamphlet,  published  bv  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, containing  letters  which  disproved 
that  charge ;  and  by  reference  to  the  time 
at  which  the  supposed  acts  of  collusion 
Were  alleged  to  have  been  committed, 
shewed  that  the  charge  was  utterly  un- 
f6unded.  If  the  whole  of  the  matters 
contained  in  that  pamphlet  were  true, 
then  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  it 
as  liis  opinion,  that  Mr.  Sedgwick  was  a 
nfan  who  had  been  hardly  dealt  with. 
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Whether  the  commissioners  had  any  thing 
else  to  allege  against  that  gentleman,  h^ 
was  not  able  to  say ;  but  he  certainly  did 
think  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  *evi- 
dence  to  affect  Mr.  Sedgwick.  The  num- 
bers of  the  policies  thai  were  said  to  have 
been  communicated  to  Mr.  Beaumont  by 
Mr.  Sedgwick,  were  ntimbem  of  policies 
that  were  toade  in  the  vear  181 1 ;  at  which 
time  Mr.  Sedgwici^  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.  But  he  had  to  complain 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  statement  of 
the  defaidts  was  made.  A  gross  sum  of 
iSSL  I9s.  2d.  was  stated  as  the  result  of 
the  amount  of  Return-duty,  claimed  within 
three  quarters.  Now,  in  the  manner  that 
statement  was  made,  any  one  would 
imagine  that  these  three'  quarters  were 
three  successive  quarters  in  one  year;  but, 
upon  examination,  he  discovered  that  they 
were  quarters  selected  from  three  different 
years;  one  of  which  was  1815,  another 
1821,  and  a  third,  1822.  What  was  the 
excuse  which  the  commissioners  made  for 
the  conduct  they  had  pursued  ?  Why 
metely  this :  they  said  tney  muft  receive^ 
the  evidence  when  it  was  offered,  and  that 
they  were  bound  to  listen  to  it  as  it  re- 

SLfd^d  the  matter  into  which  they  were 
rected  to  inquire.  Of  that  he  did  not 
so  mucK  complain ;  but  he  did  coAiplain, 
that  when  they  found  the  gross  chait^  of 
the  directors  making  a  sum  of  2,000F.  per 
ahnum  disproved;  and  when,  in  like 
manner,  they  found  there  was  no  evidence 
to  support  the  charge  of  abstracting  the 
old  books  and  making  new  ones,  or  of 
attempting  to  prevent  the  investigation 
which  had  been  ordered;  when  they 
fbund,  too,  that  the  charge  of  collusion 
between  the  directors  of  the  County  Fire- 
office,  and  the  chahman  of  the  Board  of 
Stamps,  was  contradicted  in  the  most  de- 
cided and  satisfactory  manner — ^he  said 
he  did  complain  that,  when  they  found  all 
these  things,  they  did  not  do  what  he  con- 
ceived it  to  have  been  their  bounden  duty 
to  have  done ;  natnely,  either  to  have  pro- 
nounced'a  direct  acquittal,  or  to  have  put 
the  accused  individuals  directly  on  their 
trial  before  the  couhtry,  in  order  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  proving  whether 
they  were  innocent  or  not.  Thev  had, 
however,  done  no  such  thing ;  but,  by  way^ 
of  satisfaction  for  not  doing  it,  the^  had 
afforded  these  individuals  the  comfort  of 
knowing  that  they  were  to  be  proceeded 
against,  and  for  that  purpose  had  actually. 
Bxdiequer  process  against  them* 
N2 
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Cextainly,  nodibgcoald  be  more  agreeable, 
to  any  body  than  to  be  the  subject  of  an. 
Exchequer  process  at  any  time,  but  e^e- 
cially  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
these  individuals  stood.  From  the  month 
of  June,  1825,  to  this  period  in  1827, 
these  imputations  had  been  suffered  to  lie 
upon  these  persons — imputations  which 
were  enough  to  crush  any  establishment 
in  Europe.  After  they  haa  demanded  an 
investigation,  but  in  vain — after  they  had 
suffered  so  long  from  every  obloquy — they 
were  now  to  be  gratified  with  an  Exche- 
quer process.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  had  objected  to  any  examination 
into  the  inquiry  at  this  moment,  because 
he  had  said  it  would  prejudice  the  inquiry 
that  was  now  about  to  commence  m  a 
court  of  law.  But,  surely,  the  report 
which  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  made 
bad  already  produced  that  effect ;  but,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  been  content 
with  that ;  for  he  had  instituted  this  Ex* 
chequer  process,  just  at  the  very  time  that, 
this  examination  was  to  take  place.  He 
would  ask  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
whether  the  Exchequer  process  would  not 
prejudice  the  accused  individuals  ?  Whe- 
Uier  it  would  not,  in  some  measure,  have 
the  effect  of  fixing  on  them  the  charges 
which  had  already  been  attempted  to  be 
made,  with  regara  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Office  relative  to  the  abstraction  of  the 
old  books,  and  the  making  of  new,  and 
the  other  charges,  which  hie  thought  the 
evidence  under  the  inquiry  went  to  dis- 

Erove  ?  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  right 
on.  gentleman  might  succeed  in  establish- 
ing a  charge  of  malversation  against  some 
of  the  numerous  agents  of  this  great  office ; 
but  such  a  proof  would  not  affect  the 
character  of  4he  management  of  the  office, 
unless  it  could  be  proved  that  the  directors 
had  pursued  a  deliberate  system  of  firaud, 
with  a  view  to  deprive  the  revenue  of  pro- 
perty that  ought  justly  to  have  been 
applied  to  the  increase  of  the  public  re- 
sources. Commissioners,  and  gentlemen 
in  the  situation  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, were  not  likely  to  wSke  apologies  for 
what  they  had  done,  however  improperly 
they  might  have  acted,  and  the  petitioners 
did  not  require  from  them  any  apology ; 
but  why  did  not  the  commissioners  say  at 
once  (as  he  thought  the  evidence  called  on 
them  to  do),  that  the  charges  which  had 
been  made  were  not  true,  and  could  not  ] 
be  supported  by  proof  ?  True  it  might  be  | 
that  the  report  was  not  made  by  the  jright , 
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hon.  gentleman ;  bnt  it  had  been  madefiy 
others,  and  was  sanctk>ned  by  him,  and 
might  so  far,  therefore,  be  considered  his. 
Parliamentary  commissioners  were  vested 
with  immense  powers;  and  when  they 
came  to  exercise  those  powers,  they  ought 
to  watch  most  careftdly  lest  anyaonse  of 
them  should  be  committed.  The  peti<- 
tioners  prayed  that  the  House  would  make 
an  inauiry  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
commissbners  had  dealt  with  them,  and 
would  a£ford  them  some  remedy  for  the 
iniury  they  had  sufRsred ;  and  would  also 
take  into  consideration  what  means  could 
be  adopted  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
such  things  on  any  similar  occasion. 

The  petition,  of  which  the  following  h^ 
a  copy,  was  then  received : — 

**  The  humble  Petition  of  the  under-i 
signed  Directors  and  Members  of  the 
County  Fire  Office, 

'<  Sheweth ;— That  the  County  Fire 
Office  has  been  conducted  nearly  twenty 
years,  with  benefit  to  70ur  Petitioners,  and 
to  the  public ;  nearly  one  hundred. diou« 
sand  persons  having  sought  and  found  pro- 
tection for  their  property  therein. 

''That  the  Directors  have  disbursed 
upwards  of  a  million  sterling  in  payments 
to  sufferers  by  fire,  and  to  Oovemment^ 
and  for  dividends  and  expenses ;  and  the 
integrity  of  their  conduct  had  never  been 
called  in  (jjuestion  until  the  month  of  May^ 
1825,  when  Mr.  Godfrey  Sykes,  Solicitor 
to  the  Stamp  Office,  commenced,  and  the 
Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into  the  Collec- 
tion and  Management  of  the  Revenue 
arising  in  Ireland,  Sec.  continued,  a  series 
of  proceedings  deftimatory  to  the  diaracter, 
and  injurious  to  the  property^  ot  your 
Petitioners. 

*'  That,  during  seventeen  months^  the 
Directors  had  been  exposed  to  reporter 
which  they  knew  to  be  totally  false  and 
unfounded,  but  which  they  were  unable  to 
refute,  in  consequenee  of  their  inability  ta 
procure  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  accu- 
sation against  them,  and  of  the  name  of 
their  accuser ;  but  the  publication  of  the 
Fourteenth  Report  of  the  said  Commission* 
ers,  with  the  Appendix,  which  took  place 
in  last  October,  at  length  disclosed  to  them 
the  false  evidence  which  had  defiuned 
them.  They  accordingly  ordered  a  prose^ 
ctttion  for  penury  to  be  instituted  against 
an  informer,  John  Hubbard,  and  had  a  bill 
of  indictment  prepared  for  that  purpose,, 
to  be  presented  at  the  Middlesex  Quarter . 
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'Sesdons,  in  last  October  aforesaid ;  but, 
for  this  purpose^  it  became  necessary  to 
know  the  names  of  the  Commissioners 
wfio  were  present. when  his  evidence  was 
taken,  and  the  form  of  oath  which  they 
had  administered  to  him ;  wherefore  appli- 
cation was  made  to  three  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wallace, 
Mr.  Berens,  and  Mr.  Lushington,  for 
.information  on  those  technical  points. 
This  information  they  have  refused  to 
give,  and,  by  so  doing,  have  arrested  the 
course  of  justice  against  the  false  witness, 
and  deprived  your  Petitioners  of  their 
undoubted  right  of  judicial  justification. 

''That  the  Act  of  Parliament  which 
constitutes  the  said  Commission,  provides 
that,  if  any  witness  before  the  Commis- 
sioners shall  swear  falsely,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  the  penalties  of  peijnry,  a  provi- 
sion apparently  intended  as  much  to  protect 
the  public  aeainst  false  witnesses,  as  to 
further  the  objects  of  the  said  Commission ; 
but  this  protection  is  defeated  when  the 
Commissioners  (no  other  persons  being 
fwesent  at  die  examinations  than  them- 
aelves,  their  short-hand  writer,  and  the 
witness)  refuse  to  disclose  the  facts  neces- 
sary to  snpjport  a  prosecution  against  such 
witness,  it  he  swear  falsely. 

*^  That  your  Petitioners,  have,  in  conse- 
quence, advised  with  eminent  Counsel 
won  the  legal  means  of  enforcing  the  dis- 
closure of  such  necessary  information 
from  the  said  Commissioners,  and  they  find 
that  no  9ttdh  legal  means  exist. 

**Tha*  your  Petitioners,  therefore, 
liumbly  make  known  to  your  honourable 
House,  the  wrongs  which  they  have 
«u£kffed  by  the  acts  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, and  for  which  there  are  no  means 
of  legal  redress  provided ;  first,  in  the  said 
Commissioners  having  unjustly  defamed 
your  Petitioners;  and  secondly,  in  their 
refusing  to  disclose  the  technical  facts 
necessary  to  further  the  ends  of  justice 
i^inst  a  false  witness,  their  informer. 

"That,  by  the  Act  of  22  Geo.  3., 
c.  48,  the  duty  accounts  of  the  fire  oflKces 
are  placed  under  tiie  immediate  control  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Stamps ; 
and  a  majority  of  them  are  empowered  to 
direct  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the 
fire  Office  duty  accounts,  whenever  they 
find  occasion.  Your  Petitioners  submit^ 
^t,  had  this  legal  course  of  investigation 
been  adopted,  Uie  books  of  the  €k>unty 
Fbe  Office  would  have  demonstrated  the 
{ufBrawtion  bdged  against  the  said  Offioe 


to  have  been  totally  false  and  groundless. 
But  Mr.  Godfrey  Sykes,  as  Solicitor  of 
Stamps,  chose  to  disregard  this  legal 
course,  and,  instead  thereof,  to  make 
inquiries  among  persons  who  had  been 
insured  by  the  County  Fire  Office,  unknown 
to  the  said  Board  of  Stamps,  or  to  the 
County  Fire  Office ;  and,  in  this  having 
failed,  he  had  the  temerity  falsely  to 
attribute  his  failure  to  impediments  thrown 
in  his  way  by  the  Managing  Director  of 
the  County  Fire  Office ;  and,  in  dbregard 
of  his  superior,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Stamps,  who  admonished  him  on  the 
harsh  and  unjust  course  he  was  pursuing, 
took  measures  to  subject  the  County  Fire 
Office  accounts  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Inquiry  aforesaid,  upon 
the  false  and  improbable  information  of  a 
person  who  absolutely  refused  to  give  his 
name ;  and,  by  so  doing,  has  caused  that 
mass  of  imputations  to  be  collected,  printied« 
and  published,  which  could  only  obtain 
currency  with  impunibf  by  such  means. 

**  That  the  sum  and  substance  of  these 
imputations  are  contained  in  Mr.  Sykes's 
evidence,  *  that  whenever  country  collectors 
failed,  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont  ordered  lists 
to  be  made  out,  and  claims  to  be  made 
for  returns  of  duty  to  the  amount  to  which 
the  Agent  had  felled'—*'  that  this  hsa  been 
regularly  done  in  the  County  Fire  Office, 
and  has  been  well  known,  to  the  amount 
of  about  2,000/.  a  year,  constandy.' 

**  That  this  statement  is  received  by  the 
aforesaid  Commissioners  as  evidence,  and 
printed  and  published,  to  your  Petitioners' 
great  dishonour  and  iiyury,  upon  the 
hearsay  of  Mr.  Sykes,  who  says  he  was 
told  it  by  Mr.  Mawe,  his  clerk,  who  is  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Bignold,  of  the 
Norwich  iJnion  Fire  Office,  who  says  he 
had  it  from  Mr.  Hallam,  late  of  the  Stamp 
Office,  and  a  Director  of  the  Beacon  Fire 
Office,  who,  it  appears,  was  told  it  by  Mr. 
Spike,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Beacon  Fire 
Office,  who  heard  it  from  a  person  who 
refused  to  give  his  name,  then  employed 
by  the  Beacon  Fire  Office,  but  who  had 
been  a  clerk  in  the  County  Fire  Office* 
To  the  above  statement  Mr.  Sykes  adds, 
that  '  since  this  (his  inquiry)  began,  they 
(the  County  Fire  Office)  are  now  making 
out  new  books  in  the  Office — complete 
new  sets  of  books.' 

''That,  in  support  of  the  anonymous 
hearsays  thus  brought  forward,  your 
Petitioners  submit,  that  Mr.  Sykes  offers 
no  proof  whatever,  nor  does  he  name  bii 
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informer ;  yet  be  had  every  means  of  pray- 
ing his  case,  had  it  been  true.  Four  coach, 
loads  of  the  books  and  papers  were  de- 
spatched from  the  County  Fire  Office  to 
tne  Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  by  their 
command,  and  kept  by  them  UQder  exa- 
mination nearly  a  week ;  the  discharged 
and  confederating  clerks  were  his  ^i^itnes- 
ses ;  the  clerks  remaining  in  the  County 
f  i]ne  Office  were  Iqng  t^d  rigorously  ex- 
•  amined  by  the  Chairman ;  but  the  only 
real  facts  established  were  these : — First, 
That   after   an    ea^er    investigation   of 
twenty-pine  cases  of  claims  for  returns  of 
duty,  in  a  defaulter's  account  at  Edin- 
Iburgby  selected  by  the  informer  as  the 
most  easily  proved,  an  error  was  found  in 
a  solitary  payment  of   24s.,    which,  it 
appears,  the  agept  had  failed  to  account 
for,  he  havmg  died  (although  four  receipts 
are  printed  with  the  evjdenoe,  only  one  of 
which  has  to  do  with  the  case) ';  and  2ndly, 
That  after  ^an  examination  (by  two  per^ops 
appointed  joy  the  bonmiissipners)  of  aU  the 
jclaiips  for  returns  of  duty  in  defaulters 
accoupts,  the  examiners  report  the  gros9 
amount  to  be  7562.  199.3^.;  thus  con- 
clusively  disproving   the  acpusation   by 
their  own  witnesses,  for  if  the  whole'pf  t|ie 
returns  claimed  were  eiioneou^  ^pstead  of 
being  generally  veil-founded,  as  they  are, 
the    errors   could    not   exceed   the  full 
amount  of  the  claims,  which  average  41/, 
a  year;  but  if  the  proportion  of  probable 
errx>rs  to  the  whole  apiount  be  considesed, 
and  the  result  of  the  jnvestieatiop  at  Edin- 
burgh be  taken  as  a  guide,  the  average 
will  be  28s.  a  year  instead  of  ^  2,000/.  a 
ear,  constantly,'  for  the  errors,  or,  in  the 
anguage  of  Mr.  Sykes,  '  the  frauds/ 

'^That  your  Petitioners  here  remark, 
tl^at  no  JF'ire  Office  whatever  in  extensive 
business  can  possibly  avoid  errors  apiong 
defaulters  whose  final  accounts  are  npt 
rendered,  as  is  generally  the  case  when 
they  die  or  abspond ;  fmd  your  Petitioners 
liubmit,  that  it  ^  illegal  and  upjust  to 
brand  a  respectable  body  with  the  imputa- 
tion of  fraud  upon  the  discovery  of  a 
E(ingle  error  of  24s.,  or  even  of  many  such 
eirors,  in  an  account  pf  upwards  of  a 
mSlion  of  polipies,  and  renewals  of  policies, 
seeing  that  they  are  unavoidable,  from  the 
nature  of  the  business ;  they  further  sub-: 
mit,  that,  before  the  imputation  of  fraud 
^n  be  justly  or  legally  alleged,  the  motive 
and  intention  are  to  be  regarded,  and 
although  it  is  npt  very  reasonable  to  belief^ 
that  gentlemen  of  station  and  pKaracteri 
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numaginga  principal  and  opolent  issuianoa 
company,  would  employ  their  clerks  to 
commit  frauds  on  the  revenue  for  the  gain 
of  even  2,000/.  a  year,  divisible  among 
many  thousand  persons,  yety  when  the 
evidence  proves  that  the  annual  amount 
to  be  so  divided  is  only  a  few  shillings  or 
pounds,  your  Petitioners  submit  that  the 
charge  of  fraud  becomea  irrational,  as  well 
as  illegal  and  unjust. 

'*  That  the  injustice  and  absurdity  ^ 
such  imputation^  must  appear  stiU  move 
strongly  when  it  is  seen^  that  the  County 
Fire-office  has  regularly  paid  for  the  duty 
on  renewals  at  the  end  of  die  quarten  iipi 
which  they  were  issped  Xiom  the  Office, 
instead  of  waiting  till  the  agents  sent  wor 
counts  of  having  received  them»  ifhich  ia 
tlf  e  present  practice  with  most  offices.  By 
this  ipode  ot  payment  of  duty  (which  the 
Cpupty  Fire-pffiqe  had  been  advised  to 
adopt  as  the  most  cwrect  and  safe  mode), 
th^  County  Fire-office,  for  many  yeaxa, 
paid  about  10,000/.  more  in  advance  tha^ 
other  offices,  the  interest  upon  which  has 
given  an  advantage  to  the  Crown  in  the 
Yalue  of  interest  equal  to  about  500/:  a 
year.  Making  their  payments  to  the  Stanqj^ 
office  on  this  favourable  principle  to  the 
revenue,  it  was  unreasonaole  tq  suppof^ 
that  the  directors  would  commit  frauds  to 
gain  a  few  shillings  or  pounds  a  year  froi^^ 
the  Stamp-office. 

^'That  your  honourable  House  will, 
however,  observe,  that  this  prompt  mode 
of  payment  is  made  the  suUect  of  a  fresli 
imputation  on  the  Copnty  Fire-office;  the 
Report  observes,  '  it  would  be  difficult  to 
account  for  such  deviation  from  the  genual 
practice,  if  it  had  not  the  effect  of  giving 
to  the  office  the  appearance  of  doing  nuHe 
business  than  it  really  did ;'  but  this  im- 
putation also  is  opposed  to  the  evidence 
smd  to  the  fact,  for  no  such  motives  wese 
entertained,  npr  wps  any  snc^  eiiect  pio- 
dHcedi  seeing  that  the  nett  payment  of 
duty,  after  deducting  the  returns,  is  alone 

auoted.  It  also  involves  the  pontradiction, 
lat  your  petitioners  paid  much  moredu^ 
than  they  need  ^ave  done,  to  improve  ap- 
pearances, and  paid  «l  Uttlp  less  than  th^ 
ought  to  have  dope,  at  their  pe^il,  although 
it  must  have  lessened  those  qipearances. 

"  That  Mr.  Sykes*s  deposition,  that  lie 
ajpplied  to  the  Commissioners  of  Inqoizy 
*  m  consequence  of  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont 
having  refused  the  inspection  of  hia  books, 
and  findii^  there  was  no  s^t^ority  to  in- 
sppct  them/  yoiir  f  etitiontra  subm  '^  f 
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KHUgiepfOMiitttiott.  The  evidence  of 
a.  Johnson  and  Dean,  and  the  letters 
4}f  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont,  prove  that,  so 
far  from  having  refused  any  inipection  of 
tta  bookfl,  he,  at  all  times,  evinced  the 
utmost  eagerness  for  a  fuU  investigation. 
Mr.  Sykes's  next  averment  of  there  being 
*  no  authority  to  inspect  them/  is  equally 
unfoimdedy  as  the  Board  of  Stamps  are 
'eq»ecially  and  effectually  empowered  to 
make  such  inspection  by  the  Act  of  22nd 
Oeorge  drd  already  noticed. 

'*  That  to  this  legal  supervision  your 
JPetitionen  cheerfully  submit,  as  in  duty 
bound ;  but  your  Petitioners  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
the  Legislatuie  that  '  The  Commissionen 
of  Inqoiry  into  the  Collection  and  Man- 
agement of  the  Revenue  in  Ireland,  &c/ 
fhottld  take  upon  themselves  to  examine 
into,  and  detennine  on,  the  afiairs  and  on 
Che  >  chaxacter  of  ui  English  Insurance 
Compasvy,  in  the  osanner  in  which  the 
jaid  Commissioners  have  done  wi  A  respect 
to  the  Coun^  Fire-office.    Your  Peti- 
iioners  derive  no  profit  nor  <»tnnlutii|fp^ 
bom  the  Agent's  odlection  of  duty;  the 
pottniage  goes  wholl^r  to  the  Agent.    The 
liouble  and  responsibility  of  preparing, 
collecting,  and  arranging  such  A«ent'sac- 
oounts  and  remittances,  and  of  making 
good  their  deficiencies^  compose  a  great 
IKNtion  of  the  labour  and  expense  of 
managing  the  business  of  Fire  Insurance. 
This  task  is  forced  on  them  much  against 
their  inclination.   Your  Petitkmers,  there- 
foie,  humbly  conceive  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  depnved  of  the  protection  of  the 
laws,   and  to  have  th^  interests   and 
)u>nqur  prostrated  before  Commissionera, 
who  examine  in  secresy,  and  who  publish 
Mofounded  statements,  said  to  be  collected 
from  an  informer,  who  refuses  even  to  give 
1ms  name. 

''  That  your  Petitioners  will  make  no 
obsflirvatioaa  pn  the  elaborate  means  which 
have  been  used  tp  creMe  an  impression 
that  a  collusion  existed  betwe^  the  Man- 
aging Director  of  the  CounU  Fire-office 
and  the  late  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
^tmp^  as  they  Uiink  a  perusal  of  tbe 
^videnoe  must  convince  yoqr  Honourable 
Houseof  the  fallacy  of  that  attempt,  and 
•Iso  of  the  improper  spirit  with  which  it 
has  been  pnrsaed;  bnt  they  cannot  refirain 
Irom  caUing  the  paitici^lar  attention  of 
four  HonpuraUe  House  to  the  declaration 
m  the  Kepoft,  that  it  wad  the  intention 
^  Mr«S]fcei  <p.initttofee  a  piosecntei 


against  the  County  Fire-office  for  pre* 
tended  frauds,  if  he  could  have  obtained 
evidence  to  sustain  such  prosecutioni  and 
to  the  disposition  avowed  l>y  the  Commis- 
sioners to  encourage  such .  prosecution ; 
and  to  compare  such  avowals  of  puqpose 
with  the  means  used  by  the  said  Cfommis- 
siooers  to  create  such  evidence,  bj[  j^utting 
leading  questions,   and  by  receivmg  as 
evidence  unfounded  hearsays  and  alleged 
suspicions ;  a  course  of  proceeding  incon- 
sistent with  every  principle  of  justice  and 
of  judicial  examination. 
.   **  That  your  Petitioners,  therefore,  hum- 
bly pray  your  Honourable  House  to  take 
the  mjuries  which  they  have  suffered  into 
your  most  serious  consideration^  and  to 
I  guard  your  petitioners  and  others  from  a 
recurrence  of  similar  acts  of  injustice  and 
oppression,  by  limiting  the  discretionaiy 
powers  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  objects 
contemplated  by  the  Legislature,  and  by 
renderina  powen  so  liable  U>  abuse  amen- 
able to  the  laws ;  or  by  such  other  means 
as,  in  the  superior  wisdom  of  your  Ho- 
,nourable  House,  shall  seem  fit  and  pro- 
per;   and  also,   that  vour   Honourable 
House  will  give  si^h  directions  as  may 
render  th^  legal  provision  against  perjuiy 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament  constituting  thud 
said  Commission,   available.    And  your 
Petitkmers  will  ever  pray,*^  &c. 

Colonel  Sibtharpe  said,  that,  if  the 
chaiges  contained  in  the  Report  were  true, 
let  them  be  proved ;  but,  if  false,  he  muat 
declare  that  there  never  was  anything  more 
unfair  or  illiberal  than  to  publish  them, 
without  affi)rdin^  the  accused  party  the 
means  of  contradicting  them,  and  justify- 
ing their  own  conduct.  Such  a  course 
was,  iAdeed,  in  his  opinion,  the  last  that 
ought  to  be  pursued;  and,  unwilling  as 
he  mi^t  be  to  use  such  a  term,  it  seemed 
to  him  little  better  than  assassination. 

Mr.  WcUlace  began  by  observing  thai, 
after  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  mem- 
ber opposite,  and  the  gallant  colonel,  who 
had  just  addressed  the  House,  he  should 
be  wantin|;  in  his  duty  to  the  House,  to 
the  comnusaoners,  and  to  himself,  if  he 
did  not  ofier  a  few  observations,  in  defence 
of  the  conduct  which  the  commissbnem 
had  parsaed.  With  respect  to  the  pre- 
senting of  the  petition  itself,  he  had  ik> 
reaeon  to  complain.  Every  subject  of  this 
country,  who  might  suppose  himself  to  be 
aorieved  by  anv  act  of  persons  invested 
Witi>  aathonty,  had  undoubtedly  a  rig)it 
to  puke  his  appeal  tp  tha  Hoasjer    V^ 
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'  petitioners  supposed  themselTes  to  have 
been  aggrieved,  and  they  had  exercised 
that  right,  and  had  made  their  appeal  to 
the  House.    It  was  not  of  that  which  he 
complained ;  but  he  objected  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  petition  stated  their  ap- 
peal, and  to  the  grounds  which  had  been 
taken  up  by  the  hon.  member  in  presenting 
it.    Before,  however,  he  went  mto  a  de- 
tail of  those  grounds,  he  wished  to  say  a 
few  words  on  a  point  more  immediately 
regarding  the  Report  itself.    The  first  ob- 
jection ^as  as  to  the  time  at  which  the 
Report   was    made.     Now,    he    wished 
merely  to  say,  that,  by  the  act  under 
which  the  commissioners  were  appointed, 
it  was  allowed  them  a  certain  time  to 
make  their  Report  to  the  Treasury ;  and 
they  were  not  bound  to  lay  that  Report 
before  parliament,  until  one  month  after 
it  had  been  completed.    Another  point  on 
which  the  hon.  member  had  arraigned  the 
commissioners  was,  that  they  had  allowed 
'  statements  which  he  considered  totally 
unfounded,  to  stand  in  the  evidence.    He 
(Mr.  Wallace)  could  only  say,  that  the 
evidence  had  been  produced^    and   the 
statements  had  been  made  to  the  com- 
missionerSy  which  they  could  not,  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  refuse  either  to 
bear  or  to  print*    The  charges  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  resolved  themselves  ohiefly  into 
two  points :    1.  Tlie  evasion  of  the  act  of 
parliament    2,  The  obstruction  offered 
to  the  course  of  public  justice.    It  had 
been  stated  to  the  commissroofefs,  that 
•fraud  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  for  a 
number  of  years,  had  been  efifected  upon 
the  revenue;  and  on  this  account,  lliev 
had  taken  the  line  of  examinatbn  whicn 
had  been  the  subject  of  complaint*    In  the 
speeches  at  the  meeting,  when  the  petition 
•was  agreed  to,  and  in  the  letters  to  which 
the  hon.  member  had  alluded,  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  consider  the  acts  of  the 
commission  as  the  acts  of  only  a  single 
individual ;  but  that  attempt  could  never 
have  produced  any  effect  upon  those  who 
knew  the  manner  in  which  the  commission 
had  been  formed.    It  was  impossible  to 
find  any  men  whose  understandings  were 
less  likelv  to  be  deluded,  or  who  could  be 
less  easily  prevailed  upon  to  do  any  aot 
contrary  to  the  strict  line  of  their  duty. 
It  was  no  small  satis&ction  to  him  to 
know,  that  every  statement  in  the  Report 
bad  met  with  the  unanimous  concurrence 
of  the  commisaionen;  and  on  no  topic 

bad  ummimity  been  ooie  coriial  than 
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what  related  to  the  County  Insurance* 
office.    He  made  this  assertion  tn  justice 
to  the  commissioners,  and  not  with  any 
view  of  withdrawing  himself  from  anr 
degree  of  rewonsibility  coimecled  with 
the  Report.    It  was  perfectly  true,  that 
an  application  for  the  minutes  of  the  com- 
missioners, to  form  the  foundation  of  a 
prosecution  against  one  of  the  witnesses, 
had  been  refused.    It  was  not  a  demand 
for  anythmg  merely  technical,  but  the 
letter  required  the  communication  of  all 
the  minutes,  and  threatened,  that  if  they 
were  refused,  the  commissioners  would  be 
personally  compelled  to  give  evidence  on 
the  subject;  in  fact  subpoenaa  had  been 
served  upon  them.    Hie  .second  applica- 
tion had,  indeed,  been  for  something  pr&> 
liminary ;  but  without  the  minutes  it  could 
be  of  no  use,  and  the  demand  was  sub- 
stantially  for  the  whole  of  the  endence, 
and  the  reason  for  refusal,  which  applied 
to  the  wh<4e,  would  apply  equally  to  a 
part*    With  the  motives  for  die  applica- 
tion, whether  for  supporting  the  character 
of  the  office,  or  for  visiting  with  vengeance 
the  unfortunate  individual  who  had  been 
the  means  of  making  the  undesiiable  dis- 
closure, they  had  nothing  to  do.    All  that 
the  commissioners  had  to  consider  waa; 
the  situation  in  which  they  were  placed, 
and  the  duties  of  that  situation.    Having 
gone  through  the  task  hnposed  upon  them 
by  the  act  of  parliament,  they  did  not 
feel  that  the  minutes  belonged  to  them; 
and  they  could  not,  therefore,  apply  Uiem 
to  any  purpose,  without  the  previous  con- 
sent of  the  House.    Minutes  taken  for  a 
pellicular  purpose,  were  the  pwyerty  of 
the  party  for  whom  they  were  taken*    In 
prosecutions  in  the  Exchequer,  the  minutea 
oelonged  to  the  down,  and  appUci^totta 
for  them  had  been  sometimes  complied 
with,  and  sometimes  refused.    The  same 
might  be  said  of  evidende  taken  before 
either  House  of  Parliament,  and  no  com- 
munication eonld  be  made  without  pre- 
vfous  permission.    In  one  instaacey  lir. 
Bragge  Bathurst  had  expressly  moved  a 
declaratory  resolution  upon  the  s^qeot. 
The  evidence  taken  before  a  pariiamrataiy 
commission  oug^t  not  to  be  aocessBile  to 
every  indivklual  who  thought  fit  to  ^plf 
for  it ;  but,  in  this  case,  Um  comastaskmem 
did  not  think  it  right  to  take  upon  them- 
selves to  decide;  Uiey  had  resorted  to  the 
best  and  highest  authoritiea  on  the  subieet 
— 4he  law  officers  of  the  Crown*- and  taey 
gafe  it  ae  their  opinioni  that  lhe.0Qin«ift« 
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-MOtiera  were  neither  bound  nor  warranted 
in  making  any  disclosures  of  minutes,  ex- 
xeptmg  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
'Statute.    No  imputation  could,  therefore, 
'rest  upon  the  commissioners,  that  they 
had  thus  endeavoured  to  protect  a  witness 
a«dnst  the  consequences  of  his  perjury. 
'  It  they  were  bound  to  comply,  every  per- 
aonwho  gave  information,  or  became  a 
-witness,  might  be  threatened  and  eiposed 
to  all  the  vexation  of  a  prosecution,  and, 
under  colour  of  law,  be  subject  to  the 
most  grievous  injustice.    Parliament  might 
tppotnt   as    many    commissioners  as   it 
ineased  to  inquire'  into  public  defects  or 
•abuses,  but  no  man  would  venture  to  af- 
ford them  any  intelligence,  or  to  appear 
aa  a  witness  before  them,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances; and  the  boasted  inquisitorial 
•power  of  parliament  would  become  a  mere 
iorm  of  speech,  without  any  correspond- 
ing meaning.    The  moment  such  a  prin- 
ciple was  established,   as  that  commis- 
aioners  might  even  be  compelled  to  dis- 
close matters  communicated  to  them,  their 
-appointment  Ibr  any  usefhl  result  would  be 
-  absolutely  nugatory.    The  next  head  of 
complaint  was,  the  abuse  of  the  discretion- 
ary powers  intrusted  by  the  act  to  the  com- 
missioners in  the  institution  and  prosecu- 
tion of  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
individuals.    He  knew  that  a  good  deal 
of  Indignation  had  been  excited  upon  this 
anliject,  and  the  managing  director  of  the 
County  Fire  Office  had  expressed  himsdf 
very  stronglv  against  the  manner  in  which 
the  clerks  of  the  office  had  been  required 
to  attend  and  to  give  evidence  under  all 
disadvantages,    surrounded    by   commis- 
aioners   to   interrogate,   and   short-hand 
ivriters  to  take  down  all  that  was  extracted 
lirom  the  witnesses,  who  had  no  adviser 
•present  to  give  them  assistance.    Stripped 
of  the  nonsensical  bombast  in  whicn  it 
had  been  dothed  by  the  managing  direc- 
tor, the  simple  fact  was  merelv  this :  that 
a  person  had  been  sent  to  Uie  office  to 
ascertain  the  particular  points  from  the 
books  of  the  company,  and  not  only  did  not 
the  managtngdirector  object  to  this  course, 
but  he  had  stated  that  it  was  a  hi^ly 
•proper  measure,  and  liable  to  no  suspicion. 
When  the  matter  was  brought  before  the 
^oromiMioners,  thev  had  undoubtedly  ex- 
ercised a  power  which  belonged  to  every 
coinmittee  of  the  House  of  Commons— 
that  of  sending  for  persons^  papers,  and 
teeords.    When  they  thought  a  witness 
•Uampting  to  conceal  facts  and  pre- 


varicate, they  decided  that  the  clause  hi 
the  act  applicable  to  prevarication  should 
be  read.  The  commission  was  constituted 
for  the  express  purpose  of  making  a  full 
and  accurate  investigation  into  the  man* 
ner  in  which  the  public  revenue  was  col* 
lected.  The  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection, of  course,  came  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  act  of  parliament,  and,  r^;ard- 
ing  them  and  their  conduct,  the  commit 
sioners  were  bound  especially  to  inquire. 
In  the  first  instance,  the  commission  re^ 
lated  only  to  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  and 
its  powers  were  subsequently  extended  to 
England  and  Scotland ;  and  it  was  not  to 
be  forgotten,  that  the  inquiry  related  in 
the  department  of  stamps  only,  in  the 
three  kingdoms,  to  seven  millions  of  mo- 
ney. In  Scotland  and  England,  it  had 
been  found  necessary  to  re-construct  the 
whole  system,  in  consequence  of  the  many 
objections  to  it.  With  regard  to  the 
stamps  on  insurances,  the  duty  was  col- 
lected by  the  offices  themselves,  as  they 
issued  the  policies,  and  they  were  required 
to  deliver  in  a  quarterly  account,  in  a  spe- 
cified form,  of  new  policies  and  renewed, 
policies:  it  was  not  an  account  of  the 
policies  issued,  but  of  the  money  received 
by  the  difierent  offices  in  the  quarter. 
Certain  deductions  were  allowed  to  be 
afterwards  made  upon  policies  surrendered, 
and  upon  such  as  haa  terminated  prior  to 
a  certain  date :  on  these  the  offices  were 
entitled  to  claim  a  return  of  a  proportion 
of  the  duty  paid.  Such  were  the  direc- 
tions of  the  act ;  but  one  office,  that  to 
which  the  hon.  member  had  particularly 
called  the  attention  of  the  House,  had 
chosen  to  construe  the  act  in  a  way  differ- 
ent from  the  interpretation  elsewhere  put 
upon  it.  It  chose  to  debit  itself  with  aH 
the  policies  and  renewals  actually  made, 
or  expected  to  be  taken  out,  during  the 
quarter,  and  then  they  demanded  returns, 
not  only  upon  receipts  returned,  but  upon 
letters  of  agents,  stating  that  they  had 
lost  receipts,  and  therefore  could  not  re- 
turn them,  and  upon  all  the  policies  and 
renewals  that  had  been  issued,  and  of 
which  thev  had  no  account  at  the  head 
office  in  London,  notwithstanding  it  was 
possible,  as  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont  himself 
admitted,  that  the  money  might  have  been 
received  upon  them  in  the  country.  As 
the  act  contemplated  and  allowed  no  such 
returns,  of  course  the  account  furnished 
by  the  office  was  not  at  all  according  to 
the  f&tm  prescribed  by  kw;  but  (he  affi* 
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deuriti  which  was  abo  leiidered  neeessary 
by  the  statute,  was  in  the  form  required ; 
so  that  it  could  not  apply  to  the  account 
Jit  was  obvious  how  much  fraud  might 
have  been  concealed  under  such  an  irre- 
gubir  course  of  proceeding ;  as  the  only 
mode  of  preventmg  it  in  other  cases  d^ 
pended  upon  an  examination  of  the  ac- 
£Oimt,  and  of  the  affidavit  at  the  Stamp 
Office.  The  affidavit  it  appeared,  in  the 
case  of  the  XDoun.ty  Fire  Ofifice,  had  some- 
lim^  been  made  by  Mr.  Beaumont  him- 
peU^  9ud  lOiwtinieB  by  the  chief  cletk ; 
an^  of  late  years  Mr.  Beaumont  professed 
not  to  know  a  single  item  upon  the  sub- 
ject, althottgbt  IP  the  first  instance*  he 
had  pfiid  more  attentioi»  to  this  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  office.  It  appeared,  on  the 
examination  of  Mr.  Beaumont,  tiiat  the 
demands  of  the  Fire  Office  were  delivered 
in  at  the  Stamp  Office-*^tjhat  no  examiner 
tiom  «as  made  of  them,  iior  was  it  known 
in  any  quarter  that  a  single  leoeipt  stated 
to  have  been  returned,  had  been  returned 
HK  fact  The  a|pents  also  in  the  oountry, 
might  have  received  large  sums  on  account 
of  the  office,  c^  which  nothing  was  said ; 
because  at  Uiat  time  no  information  qb 
th^  sulject  had  reached  London.  It  would 
be  observed,  Ijiat  this  course  gave  the 
County  Fire  Office  an  appearance  of  doing 
a  great  deal  of  business.  Mr.  Sedgwick 
was  a  director  of  that  estaUishmeut,  and 
he  admitted  that  the  returns  made  to  the 
Stamp  Office  gave  an  appearance  of  a 
great  d^l  more  business  than  was  actually 
tiansact^.  The  publication  of  the  amount 
pf  duty  thus  operated  favourably  for  the 
County  Fire  Office*.  As  Uie  hon.  member 
had  observed,  it  acted  as  a  sort  of  puff; 
and  for  this  puff  it  might  be  worth  while 
fto  MDdke  some  sacrifice.  But  he  (Mr» 
Wallaoe)  conscientiously  believed,  that 
the  objectionable  course  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  had  been  the  origin  of  some  of 
the  most  unfounded  claims  upon  the  pub- 
lic* If  there  had  been  any  advances  at 
all,  they  must  have  been  extresaelj  small, 
and  certainly  nothing  like  to  the  extent  of 
tan  thousand  pounds.  The  mfprmation 
conununicated  to  the  commissioners  was 
suah  as  they  were  bound  to  act  upon.  It 
was  true  that  anonymous  communications 
were  not  evidence,  but  the  commissioners 
felt  themselves  boimd  to  act  upon  such 
information,  oonsidered  merely  as  hints  to 
direct  them  in  their  inquiries.  So  far  only 
the  coramission^is  had  proceeded  upon 
such  iufoimation^  and  so  iar  they  held  it  Id 


Ommip  Fire  Ofice-- 


dn 


be  their  duty  to-pay  attention  to  such  hints. 
Mr.  Sykes  appeared  to  him  to  have  acted 
not  only  properly,  but  with  peculiar  cau«* 
tion.    That  gentleman  had  received  inform 
mation  from  his  clerk,  and  from  Mr.  Hal* 
lam,  a  clerk  in  the  office,  and  that  la&m^ 
mation  was  accompanied  by  fiapera  con- 
firmatory  of  its  accuracy ;  «id  Mr.  Sykes 
was  bound  to  attend  to  it,  and  could  not 
have  done  otherwise  without  a  n^leet  of 
doty.    This  information  was  not  anony- 
mous— it  was  given  by  an  honoiirable  per'- 
son,  who  stated  all  the  circumstanoes  of 
Ihe  fraud,  simporting  his  statement  by  the 
production  of  policues  and  other  papen 
bearing  on  the  point.    Mr.  Sykes,  instead 
of  applying  to  the  Stamp  Omce,  or  any 
other  tribunal  which  could  not  investigate 
the  matter  fully,  carried  the  informatioQ 
directly  to  the  Board  of  Commissionei«y 
who  had  the  power  to  sift  the  affair  tho- 
roughly.   The  board  having  considered 
ihe  subject,  directed  Mr.  Sykes  to  proceed 
in  the  proper  manner,  and  nine  cas^  weva 
sent  fi>r  mve8tigati<m  to  Scotland.    Out 
of  these  nine  cases,  two  had  been  incour 
testibly  proved.    Was  not  that  a  very 
suspicious  circumstance  ?    It  could  not  be 
reasonably  denied   that  it   was  a  good 
ground  for  the  strongest  suspicions  as  t^ 
die  improper  nature  of  these  transaction^ 
Could  the  commissioners  then,  with  any 
regard  to  their  duty,  hesitate,  for  a  mo* 
inentf  to  proceed  to  a  thorough  investiga** 
tion  of  these  matters?    Ought  they  to 
have  hesitated,  even  if  the  frauds  had 
been  discovered  merely  by  an  accident? 
They  could  not,  consistently  with  a  due 
.attention  to  the  purposes  for  which  the 
board  had  been  constituted,  have  hesitated 
a  moment ;   and  he  defied  the  hon.  geo^ 
tleman  to  point  out  any  other  mode  by 
which  they  could  have  done  their  duty^ 
It  had  been  said  or  insinuated,  that  Mr. 
Sykes  ought,  in  the  first  i^ce,  to  have 
applied  to  the  Insurance  Office  for  an  ex<» 
planataon.    This,  no  doubt,  would  hav)a 
been  a  veiy  proper  course  to  have  adopted^ 
if  Mr.  Sykes  had  been  confident  that  # 
sincere  and   candid   explanation   would 
have  been  given  at  the  office.    But  Mr* 
Sykes  did  not  think  that  he  could  gat  this 
fair  and  candid  explanation  at  the  Insur> 
ance  Office ;  and  it  was  but  natural,  at 
least,  that  he  should  have  had  his  suspi^ 
cions  on  that  head.    Neither  would  it 
have  answered  the  purpose  to  have  applied 
to  the  Commissioners  os  Stamps ;  becaaso 
they  had  not  the  power  to  sift  the  mailer 
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4o  tbe  bottom*    Two  accouiito  wece  givea 
flDtotUe  Stamp  Office^aud  the  Stamp  Comr 
laisuoneK  would  only  ei^amine  one  by  tbe 
other.    But  both  these  accountB,  prepared 
fu  tl^e  same  manoery  and  nerhaps  by  thf 
aame  bands,  mi^t  be  fraudulenti  and  yet 
the  Commissionen  of  Stamps  bad  no  power 
to  follow  up  the  inquiry  further.  It  mig^ht, 
jtherefore,  b0  well  imagined,  that  an  in- 
quiry by  the  Stapp  Commissioners  could 
)iave  been  attended  by  no  satisfactory  re^ 
suit.     Under    tbe^   circumstances,    the 
only  pioper  mode  of  proceeding  was,  to 
htiug  tbe   mattBir  b^fo|De  a  cow^ssion 
aimed  with  the  pQwem  pf  %  coramiUee  of 
Ibe  Home  of  Cpaivioosy  which  ooold  tbo^ 
inm§^  iiinitigah'  the  aiatter;   and  to 
Ibis  triiNinal  Mr.  Sykes  had  most  properly 
applied.    Indeed,  it  would  have  been  a 
gross  B^lect  of  duty,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Sykes,  if  he  had  not  laid  the  wUole  of  the 
transactions  befoie  that  commission.    The 
matter  did  not  rest  entirely  on  anonymous 
communications ;  for  it  appealed,  from  the 
Waste-book  of  theeompany,  that  claims 
bad  been  most  improperly  made  on  go<- 
yemment,  in  respect  of  policies  actually 
existing;   and  these  claims  bad  been  ad* 
nttted    At  the  Stamp  Offi^,  where  the 
fraud  could  not  easily  be  detected.    It 
was  clear,  then,  that  claims  bad  been 
niade,  and  deductions  allowed,  without 
proper  authorit^r,  or  cause.    It  might  be 
fsaia,  that  all  this  arose  from  paistake ;  but 
jtheie  was  the  strongest  reason  to  believe 
^hat  it  was   the  result  ^f  contrivance. 
True  it  was,  that  in  the  management  pf  so 
large  a  conoeni,  mistakeg  might  ooca- 
aionally  be  made;   and  where  there  was 
no  reasonable  ground  for  suspicion,  charity 
vould  induce  one  to  ascribe  such  mistakes 
to  mere  error.    Put,  when  persons  came 
with  information,  that  frauds  had  been 
committed,  pointing  out  at  tbe  same  time 
the  way  in  whkHx  the  frac^ds  had  been 
committed,  with    all    the  circumstances 
faannected  with  tfaero,  and  when,  upon  in* 
quiry,  it  turned  put  that  the  transactions 
hud  been  conducted  exactly  in  the  manner 
stated  by  the  informer,  it  was  top  mncb 
to  carry  charity  so  far,  as  to  suppose  that 
all  this  was  a  mistake.    )n  his  opinion,  i| 
had  been  completely .  proved,  that  these 
was  fraud  in  these  transactions — ^whethef 
committed  by  the  clerks  or  by  higher  au* 
Ihoritier  in -the  office,  he  did  not  nresume 
lo  sav;  but  he  was  folly  salisfiea  that  a 
fireud  had  been  oommitted.—T  Another  en- 
^anation  had  been  attempted,  whick  was 


thisr-tbat  the  whole  was  a  contrivanoe  of 
clerics  to  injure  the  office.    The  commis^ 
sioners,  always  anxious  to  procure  the  ful- 
lest possible  mformation,  and  to  give  room 
for  every  proper  explanation,  had  permitted 
Mr.  Beaumont  to  appear  before  them,  thai 
they  might  receive  from   him    such   in* 
formation  and  explanation  as  he  might 
choose  to  give.    On  that  occask>n,  Mr. 
Beaumont  bad  accused  one  of  the  derke 
of  the  County  Fire  Company  pf  havinf^ 
acted  from  malignant  motives  ageinst  the 
office ;   and  he  had  produced  certain  let* 
lets  for  the  pu^iose  pf  corrpbocetmg  that 
statement.      Bat,  from  t|ie  yi>»>p|tt«  if 
these  fettevs,  jtappeaasd  to  be  dooMtl 
mkakia  it  w«8  meaiit  that  Mr.  Lye  had 
himself  invented  the  information  which  he 
bad  comiQunicated,   or  had  st«^ted  only 
that  which  he  himself  knew  to  be  true^ 
But  one  thing  was  remarkable*— that  thje 
clerk  had  gone  through  all  those  complin 
cated  operationa  pf  accounts  of  mpney 
claimed  and  received,  and  other  «iattere» 
and  yet  hfMi  made  no  use  of  all  this  for 
his  own  peculiar  beiiefit  or  edv^ntaget 
and  the  whole  scheme  bad  been  unmvelled, 
merely  by  the  incidental  uiqniries^f  ^, 
pommission  whidi  was  npt  then  in  eiis* 
tence.    Tins,  then,  was  the  complicati^ 
act  of  revenge  resorted  to  by  this  plerk-^ 
im  act  by  which  he  had  put  so  many  hun^ 
dred  pounds  in  t)ie  way  of  the  company* 
But  besides  this,  most  important  entries 
with  reference  to  the  matter  in  question 
had  bean  made  in  the  company's  books  by 
a  derk  of  the  name  of  Shepherd.    They 
had  got   complete  proof  of   tbe  hand* 
writing  of  Uiat  man,  and  the  saeae  objeo** 
tion  £d  not  apply  to  him  as  had  been 
nrged  against  the  other  clerk.  {A  membev 
hero  otwerved  that  the  clerk  had  been 
dismissed  on  a  charge  of  forgery].    He 
had  not  been  dismissed  on  a.  charge  of 
forgery,  but  had  retired;    or  had  been 
dismissed,  on  aoeoimt  of  a  charge  of  hi^ 
gamv  fMreferred  egainst  him.    There  was 
no  objection  to  him  09  the  ground  of  for- 
gery.   No  groun4  for  a  vindictive  feeling 
on  tbe  part  of  this  man  had  been  alle^ied, 
and,  therefore,  pii  this  part  of  the  casei 
the  evidenoe  wf^  ^ry  strong.    The  en* 
tries  made  after  the  retirement  of  Shep- 
herd were  also  very  material ;.  iM^d  it  bad 
been  stated  by  Mr.  Beaumont,  that  his 
instructbns  to  the  successor  of  Shepherd 
were^  that  he  shoidd  follow  the  order  of 
his  predeoesear;  bet  it  a^eatid  quitd 
ikfX  the  s«ooeseor  sli«idd  have 
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dose  what  he  had  actually  done,  upon 
such  a  general  instruction.      The  clerk 
^  most  have  had  more  detailed  instructions. 
Any  one  who  would  only  carefully  con- 
sider what  the  clerk  had  to  do,  and  what 
he  had  done,  could  not  but  be  convinced, 
that  the  clerk  must  have  been  unable  to 
proceed  upon  such  a  general  instruction, 
tie  must  have  had  more  detailed  instruc- 
tions;   and,  indeed,  it  appeared  strange, 
that  the  cleikt  actine  under  the  directions 
of  Mr.  Beaumont,  would  have  been  left 
to  select  the  particular  numbers  himself. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  positively  who 
was  to  blame  in  this  affair,  but  it  was  evi- 
dent that  blame  did  attach  to  the  office 
somewhere,  and  for  this  the  office  was 
responsible. — ^He   believed  he   had  now 
touched  on  most  of  the  points  to  which 
the  hon.  member  had  alluded.      With  re- 
flect to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  member,  as 
to  the  question  about  Mr.  Beaumont's  object 
being  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  those 
upon  whom  his  appointment  depended,  he 
would  ofier  some  explanation.    A  clerk 
of  the  office,  when  under  examination, 
had  stated,  that  Mr.  Beaumont  had  had 
recourse  to  an  expedient  to  make  the  ac- 
counts square,  to  show  the  directors  that 
he  had  conducted  the  business  with  as 
little  loss  as  possible,  and  that  Mr.  Beau- 
mont's continuance  in  the  management  of 
the  concern  depended  on  the  success  with 
which  he  i^ypeared  to  conduct  it ;  where- 
upon some  of  the  commissioners  very  na- 
turally observed,  *'  Therefore  the  great  ob- 
ject is  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  per- 
sons on  whom  the  appointment  depends." 
To'  which  the  witness  answered  in  the 
affirmative.— -Under  die  circumstances,  he 
saw  no  reason  to  blame  the  commissioners 
for  having  made  the  observation  which  he 
had  mentioned.    Upon  the  whole,  it  must 
be  obvious,  that  it  was  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  commissioners  to  institute  the  in- 
quiries in  the  case  of  the  Coantv  Fire 
Office.    The  hon.  member  had  saia,  that 
the  whole  question  was  only  about  a  mat- 
ter of  a  few  shillings ;  but  it  was  clear 
from  the  items,  that  there  was  fraud  to 
a  considerable  amount,  and  that  a  lai^ 
sum  had  been  lost  to  the  public*    By 
whom  that  fraud  had  been  committed,  he 
did  not  say.   But  the  entries  of  Shepherd, 
and  of  another  clerk,  aflfbrded  convmcing 
proof  itffmud ;  or  at  least  of  the  fact,  that 
tUmd,  improper,  and  unfounded  daims 
had  been  maae  by  the  office  against  the 
^ovenunent.    He  dkl  not  mean  to  say 


Omatt^  Fin  Ojfice—  376 

that  money  was  tiie  object  of  those  by- 
whom  these  improper  proceedings  had 
been  adopted.  He  did  not  believe,  for  in* 
stance,  that  it  was  the  object  of  Mr.  Bar- 
ber Beaumont  to  put  one  farthing  in  his 
pocket,  by  any  scheme  of  this  kind.  But 
he  could  very  well  conceive,  that  Ae  ob-* 
ject  of  the  individual  might  be,  to  show 
that  he  conducted  the  business  welL  This 
might  have  been  the  motive;  and  the 
point  might  be  esteemed  of  great  import* 
ance,  by  a  person  who  might  have  no  de- 
sign to  procure  for  himself,  bv  this  meana^ 
any  immediate  pecuniary  advantage*  It 
ought  further  to  be  observed,  diat  the 
hon.  member  appeared  to  think  that  the 
items  to  which  be  had  referred  constituted 
the  whole  of  the  unfounded  claims  made 

%inst  the  government  by  the-  office; 
ureas,  in  point  of  foct,  they  only  formed 
one  head  of  them.  There  were  claims 
also  to  the  amount  of  2,176/.,  of  whidi 
1,656/.  were  for  two  claims  at  diffisrent 
times.  Now,  a  double  claim  could  not  be 
made,  without,  on  the  veij  face  of  it,  ex- 
citing the  strongest  suspicion.  The  r^t 
hon.  gentleman  was  proceeding  with  some 
other  statements,  when 

Mr.  Hufne  rose  to  order.  The  complaint 
of  the  petitioners  was,  that  their  conduct 
had  been  misrepresented;  that  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  was  not  consisient 
with  the  evidence  annexed  to  their  report. 
To  disprove  that  allegation,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  making  a  statement  ti> 
diowwhat  had  taken  place  at  a  subse- 
quent period.  He  submitted,  ^t  this 
additional  evidence  should  be  laid  on  the 
table ;  in  order  that  those  members  who 
differed  from  him  should  be  prepared  with 
an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  question* 
It  was  surely  irregular  in  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  bring  forward  statements 
not  in  the  possession  of  the  rest  of  tba 
House,  in  order  to  rebut  the  charges 
against  him. 

-  The  i^woAer  said,  that  he  did  not  un- 
derstand how  the  statements  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  could  afiect  the  point  of 
order,  provided  they  were  relative  to  the 
subject  of  debate.  How  &r  that  comse 
mi^t  be  fair,  in  point  of  argument,  it 
was  not  for  him  to  decide;  but  theie 
could,  he  thought,  be  no  doubt  as  to  die 
point  of  order. 

Sir  Jt.  WiUon  appealed  to  the  liberalitj 
of  the  right  hon.  g^tleman,  who,  he  was 
sore,  would  not  persevere  in  the  course  be 
was  following.  . 
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Mr.  Wallaee  returned.  One  of  the 
news  taken  by  the  hon.  geotfeman  was, 
that  the  Btatements  of  the  commiesionen 
must  be  unfounded,  because  die  frauda 
produced  such  a  trifling  sum.  It  was  to 
that  point  that  he  was  repWing  when  he 
was  interrupted.  There  could  l^  no  doubt 
diat  all  the  policies  not  used  ought  to 
have  been  cancelled  within  the  year; 
and,  when  it  was  found  that  this  rule  was 
not  acted  upon,  a  presumption  necessarily 
arose  of  great  ine^ulanty — not  to  say 
fraud.  He  was  pointing  out  that  the 
amount  of  the  clahns  actually  made  show- 
ed the  unlimited  extent  to  which  the  prac- 
tice might  have  been  carried,  if  it  had  not 
been  c£scked.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
talked,  in  lofty  tenns,  of  this  high  and 
honourable  Insurance  Office ;  and,  for  what 
he  knew,  it  might*  deserve  all  die  pane- 
^^cs  bestowed  upon  it ;  but,  if  it  was  ten 
times  greater  and  hieher  than  the  hon. 
gentleman  represented  it  to  be,  still  he 
was  not  aware  of  any  sanctity  which  ren- 
dered it  inaccessible  to  the  inquiries  of 
pariiament;  nor,  in  case  of  the  appear- 
ance of  malversation,  was  it  entitled  to 
escape  from  just  censure.  With  regard 
to  tne  other  subject  to  which,  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  alluded,  he  hardly  knew 
how  to  speak  of  it  with  the  respect  due 
to  the  House.  In  that  case,  not  only 
himself,  but  the  whole  body  of  commis- 
sioners, as  well  as  the  entire  board  of  the 
Treasury,  and,  indeed,  all  the  members  of 
government,  were  charged  with  entering 
into  a  conspiracy  to  protect  some  inferior 
officers  of  the  revenue  in  Scotland.  On 
the  very  statement  of  it,  this  was  a  chaige 
mnch  too  absurd  for  serious  refutation. 
Neither  would  he  then  go  into  a  reply  to 
the  Letters  which  Mr.  Sedgwick  had  pub- 
lished. All  he  would  say  was  this— -that, 
supposing  their  contents  true  in  every 
respect,  they  would  not  remove  one  par- 
ticle of  the  charges,  either  against  him  or 
the  late  Board  of  Stamps.  They  would 
not  controvert  one  of  the  £ftcts  proved  in 
evidence  before  the  commission  against 
that  board,  as  to  the  dissentions  idways 
prevailing  amongst  them,  their  contemp- 
tuous vidation  of  the  orders  of  the  Trea- 
surv,  and  their  defiance  of  the  acts  of 
parliament,  by  which  their  conduct  should 
have  been  regulated.  Nor  would  they 
remove  from  Mr.  Sedgwick  individually 
the  charge  of  being  the  proprietor  of  a 
newspaper,  whUe  he  held  an  office  impos- 
ing upon  him  the  particular  du^  of  ex- 
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eeuting  laws  which  it  became  his  private 
interest  to  relax  and  evade.  Nor  could 
any  statement  of  Mr.  Sedgwick's  exonerate 
him  from  the  charge  of  permitting  another 
nmn  to  come  before  him,  in  his  capacity 
as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Stamps,  and 
swear  that  he  was  proprietor  of  that  news- 
paper, which  he  well  knew  was  his  own 
property,  though  he  had  colourably,  for 
his  own  purposes,  divested  himself  of  it 
in  point  of  legal  form. — He  was  now 
speaking  entirelv  of  hcts,  proved  in  the- 
evidence  appenoed  to  Uie  report.  None 
of  Mr.  Sec^iwick's  attacks  on  the  commis- 
sion could  remove  the  charge  of  collusion 
with  the  County  Fire  Office*  That  co^u- 
sion  was  suspected  from  the  beginni^. 
Mr.  Sykes  stated,  that  he  would  not  make 
the  communication,  because  he  knew  that 
Mr.  Sedgwick  was  connected  with  the 
manager  of  that  office.  Mr.  Sykes  stood 
mainly  and  directly  on  the  doubt  he  felt, 
that  the  information  would  be  communi- 
cated. After  a  certain  time,  Mr.  Sedewick 
desired  that  some  of  the  numbers  should 
be  ^ven  to  him,  relative  to  which  the* 
inquiry  had  been  prosecuted.  Two  of 
them  were  aocordinf^y supplied;  andsoon 
afterwards  one  of  the  clerks  saw  a  paper, 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Barber  Beau- 
mont, which  he  believed  to  be  the  very 
same  he  had  delivered  to  Mr.  Sedgwick. — 
If  the  case  rested  there,  he  would  not 
press  it;  for  he  admitted  that  a  man 
might  be  easily  deceived.  But,  what  hap- 
pened afterwards  ?  In  the  course  of  the 
same  day,  Mr.  Sedgwick  sent  for  that 
clerk,  and  told  him  Idbat  one  of  the  num- 
bers was  a  mistake.  On  that  point  the 
commissioners  had  examined  Mr.  Barber 
Beaumont ;  who  stated,  that,  if  such  an 
error  had  occurred,  it  could  be  discovered 
in  only  one  of  three  ways.  The  first  was, 
by  the  books  at  the  Stamp  Office,  which 
were  in  so  bad  a  state,  especially  the 
earlier  ones,  that  they  were  never  ex- 
amined; and,  according  to  the  evidence 
of  one  clerk,  it  would  have  required  a 
week  to  search  them  effiectually.  The 
next  mode  of  detection,  Mr.  Beaumont 
said,  was  by  communicating  with  the  com- 
pany's agents  in  Scotland ;  but  that  wag 
evidently  impossible,  in  the  course. of  a 
few  hours.  The  only  remaining  method 
was  by  communicating  witli  the  County 
Fire  Office;  and  sure  he  was,  that,  if  any 
member  of  that  House  was  called  upon 
as  a  juryman,  to  give  a  verdict  on  that 
evidence,  he  would  feel  himself  irresistibly  • 
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c^fiipddd  to  come  to  the  same  <;onclusion 
ag  tne  commisuoQers.  This  was  the  first 
tine  it  had  been  necessary  for  him  to  de- 
fend or  explain  any  part  of  their  conduct ; 
thottgh  they  had  been  long  and  diligently 
employed  in  the  public  service,  and,  he 
faopidd,  Mt  unprofitably.  They  had  carried 
into  effect  maxiy  important  improrements, 
d&d  they  had  suggested  many  others, 
ithidi  were  under  consideration.  In  per- 
f^naing  their  dutj,  they  had,  of  course, 
frequently  toudhed  the  mterests  and  feel- 
ings of  many  public  oftcers ;  but  espe- 
ciftity  now  that  their  labours  were  drawmg 
fast  to  a  close — ^for  the  act  would  expire 
in  a  few  months — ^it  was  a  great  satisfttc^ 
tion  to  him,  that  their  motives  had  never 
been  impugned,  except  in  the  two  cases 
tb  which  the  hon.  genflettan  hftd  that 
evening  called  the  attention  of  the  House ; 
tfnd  he  trusted,  he  had  given  such  an  ex* 
pknatibn,  as  to  both  those  cases,  that 
the  commissioners  would  stand  before 
the  country  with  tmblemished  reputation. 

Sii'  R.  WilwH  MA,  that  the  right  hon. 
geutlemah  hkA  fntroddced  inlo'his  defence 
mKtters^  which  were  not  contained  in  the 
neport,  and  which  tliemfore  were  itot  in 
Ae  postession  of  the  Other  niembers  of 
the  House.  The  cothxtaissioners,  he  con«- 
tended,  had  been  too  careless  in  admitting 
evidence*  One  of  the  witnesses  on  whdm 
the^  principally  relied,  had  been  dismissed 
fiiiom'  the  County  Fire  Office,  and  taken 
into  custody  for  bigamy,  and  had  since 
fled  on*  a  charge  of  forgery.  No  engine 
of  oppression  could  be  more  dangerous 
thafn  commissions  of  inquiry,  if  they 
itegligendjv  ot  incautiously  admitted  evi- 
dence of  this  stamp,  alid  afterwards  circu^ 
lated  allegations  founded  upon  it,  which, 
ikider  the  sanction  of  their  authority, 
assumed  an  important  character.  He  had 
learned  last  night,  for  the  fkst  time,  that 
it  had  been  determined  to  institute  an  Ex- 
chequer prosecution  against  the  County 
FireOffice.  S611,thedirectorscoinplained, 
and  justly,  that  no  opportunity  had  been 
given  them  to  vindicate  themselves  firom 
tbe  atlia(±s  of  the  comndssion.  They  had 
asked  in  vain  for  the  names  of  the  parties 
who  had  e^n  the  Mnc  evidence  against 
them';  and  they  contended,  with  reason, 
that  the  commissioners,  by  refusing  those 
names,  g^ve  countenance  and  protection 
to  their  calumniators. 

The  Attomejf-General  said,  there  had 
been  an  account  current  between  govern- 
nient  and  the  Coanty  Fire  OIBee,«nd  the 


C^mty  Ffir^  CgHe^ 


38tf 


directors  would  have  an  an^opportimity 
of  trying  the  question  of  fraud  on  every' 
policy,  and  oh  evcty  ten-pence  with  which 
Aey  would  be  charged  by  government.  It 
would  be  his  duty  to  support  the  informa- 
tion he  had  filed  in  the  Exchequer ;  and 
therefore  he  should  reserve  for  that  court 
whatever  information  he  postessed,  that 
might  affect  individuals.  He  Would  not 
say  that  A,  or  B,  or  C,  had  been  gntlty  t/f 
the  fraud ;  iMit  he  would  say  broadly  and 
distinctly^  that  fraud  had  been  committed. 

Mr.  Curweh  adveited  to  the  hatdship  of 
keeping  these  charges  suspended  over  the 
heads  of  ^e  County  Fire  Ofiice  for  two ' 
years,  without  either  putting  its  accusers 
to  the  proof,  or  giting  them  an  opportunity 
of  vinaicating  themselves.  From  all  that 
he  had  seen  and  heard,  he  though  the 
commissioners  ought  to  have  been  more 
cautious  in  coming  to  any  conclusion  upon 
such  suspiciouaevMende.  He  had  authority 
for  stating,  that  the  County  Fire  Office' 
courted  inquiry;  but  h6  doubted  whether, 
in  the  comrt  of  Bxbhequer,  they  could  do 
themselves  jiisttce. 

The  Ckancell&r  of  the  Exchequer  thovl^t 
it  but  justice  to  his  right  hbn.  friend  and 
th^  odier  commissioners,  to  statd  hik 
opinion  that  they  had  dischaigiid,  in  a 
most  impartial  and  unexceptionableHum^ 
nei^,  a  duty  of  a  mott  arduous  nature. 
They  wete  bound  to  inquire  into  the  case, 
akidto  lay  before  the  House,  anduhin^ately 
before  the  public,  the  result  of  that 
inquiry;  which  certainly  did  tend  to  im- 
plicate the  persons  who  presented  this 
petition.  Unless  they  had  concealed  from 
the  Treasury,  and  frotn  the  public^,  the 
information  which  had  been  laid  before 
them,  they  could  not  but  have  made  the 
report  which  tended*  to  implicate  those 
individuals.  Enough  evidence  had  un- 
doubtedly been  laid  before  them  to  justify 
the  opinion,  that  in  the  account  current 
between  the  officers  of  the  County  Ffre 
Office  and  the  government,  there  was  a 
debt  due  to  tire  government.  It  was 
necessary  to  put  thkt  question  in  a  fair 
course  of  tritJ,  and  he  shotild  be  extremdy 
glad,  and  so  he  was  wte  would  his  r^t 
hon.  friend  be,  if  th^  Fire  Office  should  be 
able  to  remove  the  imputation  which  had 
been  cast  upon  it.  He  hoped  the  object 
of  the  getktleman  who  presented  Ah 
petition  would  be  considered  to  have  been 
fairly  attained ;  and  he  presumed  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  would  not  feel  himself 
calkd  upon  to  take  any  further  proceedingB. 
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.  Mr.  Hwne  maintained,  that  die  cons- 
plaint  of  the  County  Fire  Office  did  not 
regard  any  matters  of  account  between  it 
and  the  government*  What  its  members 
complained  of  was,  that  they  had  been 
chaiged  with  having  systematicatty  com- 
mitted frauds -itpon  the  government  Re 
must  say  that  the  commissiooeps  had,  in 
the  coufse  of  their  mcpiiy  with  regard  to* 
the  County  ¥we  Office,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  it  respeoled  Mr.  Sedgwick,  been 
led  away  by  some  extraordiiiary  influence, 
the  natur^of  which  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
account  ftr.  Mr.  Barber  Beaumont  had 
offiired  to  prove  that  a  conspiracy  exkled 
among  the  dischaiged  clerks,  upon  whose 
evidence  the  commissioners  had  acted ; 
but  the  commissioners  did  not  think 
proper  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the 
alleged  conspiracy.  Now,  he  contended, 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  ascertain  whether 
such  a  oonsmracy  existed.  The  agents  of 
the  County  Fire  Office  vrere  char^  widi 
bsviiig  for  eighteen  years  defiuvKled  the 
puUie  of  2,000/.  a  year.  Now,  wheu 
three  most  honourable  and  mipartiat 
aoeounlante  had  been  appointed  to  ex- 
amine their  accounts,  what  wa»  the  result 
of  their  iBYestigatioas  ?  They  found  that 
the  whole  avenge  amount  of  the  sums 
claimed  from  the  Stamp  Office  for  fourteen 
years  of  that  period,  was  only  16/.  a  year, 
and  for  the  rest  of  the  period  in  question, 
only  281.  So  much  for  the  chaige  of  ^e 
office  having  defrauded  the  publk:  of 
2,000/.  a  year !  And  he  had  not  the  least 
doubt,  that  the  new  accusatory  matter 
introduced  that  night  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  as  unfounded  as  this  charge. 
The  commissioners  had  accused  Ittr. 
Sedgwick  of  having  connived  at  the 
returns  made  by  the  County  officen,  for  a 
series  of  years ;  when  it  turned  out  that 
Mr.  Sedgwick  knew  nothing  of  these 
returns  until  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  He  had  formerly  known  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, though  he  had  not  seen  him  for 
some  years;  but  he  believed  htm  to  be  an 
honourable  and  an  ill* used  man;  and, 
looking  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  reiboved  from  his  office,  after  the 
^ertions  he  had  made  to  support  the 
public  revenue,  he  could  not  help  thinkings 
that  he  had  been  sacrificed  to  some  party 
pique.  This  was  the  opinion  whicn  he 
had  formed  after  an  impartial  examination 
of  the  correspondence  irfuch  had  been 
imblished  on  tnis  subject. 

*  Colonel  Dmries  defended  die  conduct 


of  the  commissioners,  and  ^\4  he  con- 
sidered the  removal  of  Mr.  Sedgwick  per- 
fectly justifiable.  He  thought  it  too  much, 
when  gentlemen  opposite  had  discharged 
their  duty  faithfully,  that  the  only  return 
they  met  with  from  the  opposition  side  of 
the  House  should  be  indiseriminate  oeu^ 
sure. 

-  Sir  F,  Burden  said,  be  thought  it  Was 
not  at  all  necessary  for  the  House  ^  con- 
sider the  details  of  this  question  at  the 
present  moment.  The  petition  vnis  signed 
by  one  thousand  seven  hundred  oersons ; 
and  he  trusted  die  time  woula  shortly 
fltrrive  when  the  House  v^uld  institute  an 
inquiry  into  Uie  distinct  chargea  made  by 
the  respectable  hidividuals  who  signed  it ; 
but  he  thought  the  main  question  for  the 
House  to  consider  was,  whether  public' 
commbsioners,  acting  upon  secret  testi- 
mony and  secret  informtation,  were  justified 
in  calunmiati«g>  the  character  of  a  body  Of 
respectable  indhriduals.  Such  conduct 
was  conUrary  to  the  principles  of  Bfagna 
Charta ;  and  diough  he  was  aware  that  it 
was  the  feshion  for  modem  plulosopherv 
to^laugh  at  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors, 
he  confessed,  for  his  part,  that  he  thought 
die  few  lines  in  Magna  Chart4  which- 
denounced  sueh^  invasions  of  the  constitu^ 
tionsd  rigbte  of  the  subject  wortii  ull  thr 
Md  or  pretended  discoveries  of  those* 
modem  philosophers.  The  greatest'  injury 
that  could  be  nifficted  upon  an  E^gusk-' 
man  was  to  deprive  him  of  his  vested* 
inheritance  of  tiie  laws  of  England ;  for 
lord  Coke  had  truly  said,  that  an  En^irii- 
man  had  -  a-  vested  ri^ht  not  only  m  his 
goods  and  lands,  but  m  the  laws,  and  inr 
die  preservation  of  his  character  and  repu- 
tation. The  petitioners  had  beendepriyed 
of  the  rights  to  which  they  were  entitied' 
by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  tiie  country. 
A  stam  had  been  cast  upon  their  charac- 
ter ;  they  had  been  morally  assassinated ; 
and  they  wanted  to  know  who  were  the 
assassins  who  had  stabbed  them  in  the 
dark.  The^  wished  those  assassins  to  be 
brought  before  a  tribunal,  irhere  their  mis» 
conduct  might  be  made  as  clear  as  the 
noott«day  sun.  The  House,  he  trasted, 
would  never  consent  to  screen  those 
calumniators  from  justice,  and  to  deprive 
honoureble  men,  whose  characters  had 
been  aspersed,  of  all  constitutional  means 
of  redress. 

The  SoUcitwr»Oeneral  wished  to  brin^ 
back  the  House  to  the  question  immedi- 
ately before  them.;  for  he  could  not  help 
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tbinklng  that  much  extraneotts  matter  had 
been  introduced.  The  only  point  for  the 
conaideration  of  the  House  was,  whether 
these  commissioners  had  or  had  not  ex- 
ceeded the  fiiir  and  rational  bounds  pre- 
scribed to  the  exercise  of  their  duty,  by 
bringing  against  the  County  Fire  Office 
charges  utterly  false  and  unfounded,  and 
^hich  admitted  of  an  easy  and  instant  con- 
futation. The  learned  gentleman  then 
entered  into  a  short  history  of  the  trans- 
actions, and  contended  that,  from  the  ap- 
pearance which  die  affair  presented,  as 
well  as  from  the  reluctance  manifested  by 
the  office  to  give  information,  there  was 
Quite  sufficient  in  the  evidence,  to  justify 
tne  Tiews  taken  by  the  commissionera  in 
their  report.  That  report,  he  admitted, 
contained  a  great  deal  of  bran  amongst 
the  flour;  but,  as  men  were  called  upon  to 
pronounce  upon  what  appeared  before  them 
in  evidence,  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  man  in  the  House  who  could  have 
avoided  coming  to  the  same  conclusion. 
He  did  not  meau  to  say  that  opinion  was 
right,  or  that  a  great  commercial  company 
like  the  County  Fire  Office  could  have 
thought  it  worth  its  while  to  have  recourse 
to  such  paltry  artifices  for  eains  so  small 
and  contemptible.  What  he  contended 
for  was,  that  the  commissioners,  from  the 
case  presented  to  them,  were  bound  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  expressed  in  their 
Report.  Under  these  circumstances,  and 
af  the  whole  afiair  was  in  a  course  of  in- 
Testigation  before  a  legal  tribunal,  he 
thought  the  wiser  and  better  course  would 
be  to  leave  the  parties  to  abide  the  event 
of  that  investigation. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  observed,  that  after  the 
discussion  which  die  case  had  already  un- 
dergone, and  after  the  very  able  address 
of  his  honourable  colleague,  he  did  not 
intend  to  trouble  the  House  at  any  length 
in  repl^.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for 
the  petitioners,  if  their  case  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  examination  of  the  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last.  The  wise  and 
temperate  tone  in  which  he  had  expressed 
himself  showed  that  their  case  would 
have  been  safe  in  his  hands ;  and  that,  if 
a  little  of  his  spirit  had  been  ii^sed  into 
the  report,  the  petitioners  would  not  then 
have  been  before  the  House,  either  com- 
plaining of  injury  or  jpraying  for  redress. 
The  plain  and  simple  fact,  however,  was, 
that  the  petitioners  found  themselves 
charged  with  a  series  of  frauds  and  pecu- 
lations, from  which  they  had  no  means  of 


defending  themselves.  They  contended, 
that  the  E^hequer  would  not  nor  could 
not  produce  the  effect  which  they  desired, 
and  prayed  the  interference  of  the  House. 
He  had  one  observation  to  make  with  re- 
ference to  what  had  fallen  from  an  hon. 
colond,  upon  the  subject  of  the  opposi- 
tion side  always  omwsing  every  proposi- 
tion which  came  from  the  other  side, 
merdy  because  it  was  ministerial.  Now, 
he  begged  to  assure  the  hon.  colonel,  that 
that  assertion  was  directly  at  variance  with 
the  course  which  had  for  some  time  been 

fursued.  The  sin  of  that  pftft  of  the 
louse  for  some  time  had  been  much  more 
upon  the  side  of  praise  than  of  Uame. 
He  tiUieved,  indeed,  they  had  been,  if 
any  thing;  much  too  hasty  in  bestowing 
their  approbation  upon  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite, out  he  must  saT»  in  the  words  of  the 
bon  Grammar,  that  he  was  now  "  weary 
of  such  wedlock;"  and  detennined  |o  de 
so  no  more,  vrithout  seeing  well-estab- 
lished ground  for  praise.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  by  contending,  that  it 
was  evident,  even  from  the  remark  of  the 
Solicitor-general,  with  respect  to  the  bran 
amongst  the  flour,  that  much  of  the 
report  might  have  been  spared,  and  that . 
it  had  gone  a  great  deal  too  far  in  speak- 
ing of  the  case  of  the  petitioners. . 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Arexst  roa  Dbbt  upon  Mi&ske  Pro- 
cess.] Mr.  Hume^  in  bringing  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  the  subject  of  Amat 
for  Debt  upon  Mesne  Process,  observed, 
that,  although  he  wished,  by  the  bill  whidft 
he  was  about  to  introduce,  and  which  in- 
troduction he  understood  would  not  be  op- 
posed, to  abolish  altogether  the  right  of 
arrest  upon  such  process,  yet  he  was  wil- 
ling to  submit  to  whatever  modifications  or 
alterations  the  House  might  think  fit  to 
propose.  The  practice  of  arrest  for  debt 
was  of  modem  origin.  He  believed,  that 
in  Ma^a  Charta,  thero  would  be  found 
a  prohibition  against  such  a  vexatious  re- 
medy. The  first  pi^rticular  notice  of  it 
which  appeared  on  the  Statute-book  was 
to  be  found  in  the  11th  and  12th  of  WU- 
liam  and  Mary,  when  it  was  enacted,  that 
no  process  of  that  kind  was  to  extend  to 
Wales  for  a  less  sum  than  201. ;  an  act 
which  he  believed  still  continued  to  be  the 
law  of  the  land.  If  it  was  his  object  to 
extend  the  benefit  of  that  statute  to  BBg«» 
land,  the  House  might  probably  be  induced 
to  think  that  the  sum  or  20/.  at  that  peri<|d» 
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might  be,  well  called  equal  to  50  or  60/, 
at  the  present  day ;  but  bis  object  was  to 
prevent  altog^ether  the  remedy  of  arrest  for 
debt  upon  Mesne  Process.     By  the  12th 
of  Geo.  Isty  arrests  had  be^n  limited  to  a 
aun)  above  10/.,  and  afterwards  extended 
by  three  separate  acts  to  a  sum  under  15/. 
These  acts  expired  in  1823  ;  and  he  was 
happy  to  hear  the  Solicitor^general's  notice 
for  their  renewal.    They  had  done  great 
good;  and  their  renewal  would  prevent 
the  evils  which  had  been  accumulating  to 
a  great  extent,  since  the  expiration  of  the 
law.    By  the  returns  on  the  table,  he  saw 
that  there  were  no  less  than  eight  hun- 
dred, persons  in  confinement   for  sums 
under  20/.     The  prisons,  indeed,  had  been 
crowded  with  unfortunate  debtors  since 
the  expiration  of  the  act«     His  object  was, 
to  assimilate  the  practice  of  this  country 
to  that  of  Scotland,  where  the  law  of 
arresting  upon  mesne  process  was   un- 
known, and  where  the  whole  number  of 
imprisonments  for  debt,  during  the  last 
year,  amounted  only  to  two  hundred  and 
eighteen.   He  was  acquainted  with  an  emi- 
nent solicitor  in  Edinburgh,  who  assured 
him,  that,  during  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty-two  years,  he  never  had  the  neces- 
sity imposed  upon  him  of  arresting  any 
individual  for  debt.     If  the  House,  on  a 
late  occasion*  had  consented  to  give  him 
die  committee  he  required,  he  would  have 
undertaken  to  prove,  that  the  most  exten- 
sive misery  was  produced  by  the  laws  of 
arrest,  and  to  have  shown  most  clearly  the 
practical  advantages  which  would  result 
from  altering  it,  by  assimilating  the  prac- 
tice of.  this  country  to  some  others,  where 
no  such  evils  were  felt.     The  first  object 
he  would  propose  in  his  bill,  in  the  place 
of  arrest  for  debt,  would  be  to  give  a 
power  of  attaching  the  property  of  the 
debtor,  and  keeping  it  in  custody  until  the 
demand  was  satisfi^ :  or,  in  other  words, 
to  extend  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
that  well-known  process  of  attachment 
which  was  so  beneficially  exercised  in  the 
city  of  London.    The  same  practice  ex- 
isted in  Scotland.    When  a  creditor  at- 
taches the  debtor's  property,  the  debtor 
receives  notice  to  answer ;  and  if  he  fails 
to  do  so  within  a  certain  period,  judgment 
is  given,  and  a  power  over  the  person  and 
property  follows,   until  a  payment  takes 
place  to  the  full  extent  of  the  debtor's 
mecDSy  and  he  is  then  relieved  from  his 
confinement,  and  sent  forth  in  a  condition 
to  benefit  his  creditor  and  the  country, 
VOL.  XVII.  •  ^ 


much  more  than  if  he  was  detained  in 
confinement  according  to  the  practice  of 
England. — The  next  point  embraced  by 
his  bill  related  to  the  law  upon  bonds,  pro- 
missory notes,  and  bills  of  exchange.     By 
the  law  at  present,  the  money  due  upon 
such  a  security  cannot  be  recovered  but 
by  an  action  at  law,  and  four  or  five 
mouths  may  elapse  even  then  before  t^e 
judgment  is  given  in  the  creditor's  favour. 
If  the  action  is  defended,  the  expense  is 
never  less  than  40  or  50/.     If  undefended,, 
it  amounts  to.  10  or  15/.;  the  whole  of 
which  will  be  saved  by  the  bill.    In  Scot- 
land.  every  ■  bond  or  note  contains  in  its 
wording  a  clause,  which  may  be  called 
equal  to  a  wanant  of  attorney ;  and  the 
moment  that  the  acceptor  iails  in  taking 
it  up,  notice  is  given  of  an  intention  to 
enter  up  judgment  as  upon  any  other, 
warrant ;  so  that  the  whole  expense  of  the 
intermediate  process  is  saved,  and  judg- 
ment may  be  at  once  entered  up.    Ano- 
ther important  point  to  notice  was,  that  in 
Scotland  no  arrest,  or  sale  of  goods  could 
take  place,  without  regular  notice.     In 
England,  the  sheriff  was  able  to  put  an 
execution  in  force  at  once,  and  plunge  a 
whole  family  in  ruin  in  the  space  of  twenty- 
four  hours ;  while  in  Scotland,  no  sale  or 
process  of  that   description  could  take 
place  without  fifteen  days'  notice.     The 
advantage  of  such  a  protection  in  pro- 
curing a  fair  price  for  the  property  of  the 
debtor,  was  too  obvious  to  require  com- 
ment.    Another  advantage  to  credit  en- 
joyed in  Scotland,  was  the  wise  precau- 
tion  with  which  bills  were  discounted. 
Credit  there  was  not  given  to  any  person, 
except  he  at  least  had  a  good  appearance 
of  being  trustworthy.     So  carefully  was 
this  rule  observed  in  Scotland  by  those 
who  discounted  bills,  that  he  believed  there 
was  not  more  than  I5s.  lost  on  every  thou- 
sand pounds  discounted.    To  shew  the 
extent  of  the  evil  of  imprisonment  by 
mesne  process,  he  would  state,  that  of 
onethousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  persons  confined  in  the  gaols  of  the 
metropolis,   one  thousand  one    hundred 
were  imprisoned  by  mesne  process;  that 
was,  without  its  being  ascertained  that 
they  owed  any  debt  at  all.    The  law  in 
this  respect  differed  widely  in  Scotland 
and  in  England ;  and  greatly  to  the  dis- 
advantaofe  of  England.     In  London,   a 
man  might  retain  his  property,  and  defy 
his  creditor,  by  going  into  the  rules  of  the 
King's-bench.     If  he  succeeded  in  abo-* 
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Utibing  mesne  process,   there  were  other 
parts  of  the  law  respecting  debtor  and 
creditor  in  which  he  contemplated  further 
reformation  and  improvement    The  hon. 
member  concluded  by  moving,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  "  for  the  better  preven- 
tion of  frivolous  and  vexatious  arrests  for 
debt  upon  mesne  process ;  and  for  reco- 
very of  debts  accruing  on  deeds,  bonds, 
bills  of  exchange,  and  promissory  notes." 
The  Attorney-General  said,  that  the 
object  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
was,  as  he  understood  it,  to  substitute  at- 
tachment, for  arrest  upon  mesne  process. 
That  principle  was  certainly  new  in  this 
country ;  and  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the 
hon.  member,  that  in  England  there  were 
many  debtors   whose  property  was    not 
tangible  by  attachment,  and  that  in  most 
cases  the  attachment  of  property  would  be 
a  task  of  considerable    difficulty.      He 
understood   the  hon.  gentleman  to  wish 
that  there  should  be  introduced  into  bonds, 
promissory  notes,  and  other  securities  of 
that  description,  an  obligation  upon  the 
parties  executing  them,  to  submit  to  a 
verdict  in  case  of  non-payment  within  a 
stipulated  period.     If  the  object  of  the 
hon.    member,  by  introducing  such   an 
obligation,  were  to  diminish  the  number 
of  persons  confined  for  debt,  he  thought 
that  clause,  instead  of  effecting  the  object, 
would  accelerate  the  imprisonment  of  the 
debtor ;  whilst  it  would  deprive  him  of  the 
opportunity  of  shewing  in  a  court  of  law 
that  he  was  not  liable  to  pay  the  money 
for  which  he  had  primd  facie,  rendered 
himself  liable.     But,  instead  of  opposing 
the    introduction  of  the  bill,  he  should 
content  himself  by  saying,  that  when  it 
should  be  introduced  he  would  give  it  his 
most  serious  consideration. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Wednesday^  April  11. 

Corn  Laws.]  Lord  King  said,  he  had 
a  petition  to  present  to  the  House,  which 
was  very  numerously  signed,  and  which 
came  from  a  part  of  the  country  which 
was  at  present  extremely  distressed — 
from  Oldham,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster. 
He  was  afraid  that  this  petition  could  not 
meet  wilk  attention  from  their  lordships, 
as  it  came  from  the  lower  orders,  who,  he 
knew,  were  in  some  quarters  considered 
not  very  much  worth  attention.  The 
petition  came  from  persons  greatly  inter- 


ested— the  consumers  of  conn-'^awl  was  to 
be  delivered  to  an  assembly  very  disinter* 
ested,  and  withal  very  enlightened.    The 
petitioners  prayed  for  a  complete  repeal  of 
the  Com-lawsy  and  hoped  that  their  lord-* 
ships  would  come  to  a  determination  to 
make   the  currency  of   the   country   a 
metallic  one.     In  both  those  particular* 
he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  petition.    He 
believed  that  the  paper  system  had  been 
the  cause  of  the  distress  which  the  country 
had  experienced,  and  under  which  it  was 
still  suffering.    There  had  been  at  one 
time  to  be  found  in  this  country,  ministers 
so  besotted,  as  to  maintain  that  paper  and 
gold,  in  value,  were  one  and  the  sam^ 
thingi     They  contended  for  transubstan* 
tiation.    They  said  that  the  real  presence 
of  the  gold  existed  in  the  pound-note, 
and  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  had  added 
that  fortieth  article  of  state  faith.     It  waa 
another  supposition  of  another  statesmaoy 
that  if  every  person  in  the  world  went  to 
bed  over  night  and  awoke  in  the  morning, 
finding  a  guinea  in  his  pocket,  no  person 
would  be  the  better  for  it.     It  was,  how- 
ever, unfortunately  the  case,  that  the  peo- 
ple always  awoke  in  the  morning  and 
found  nc^ing  in  their  pockets,  as  the 
measures  of  their  lordships  had    taken 
every  farthing  away  from   them.    Their 
lordships  thought  that  a  paper  system  was 
a  very  good  thing  to  keep  up  high  prices 
and  high  taxes ;  but  they  found  tibat  high 
prices  were  not  to  be  maintained,  or  high 
taxes  to  be  paid,  under  a  specie  system ; 
and  the  ministers,  therefore,  came  in  with 
a  Corn-bill,  which  they  thought  would 
enable  the  landlords  to  pay  with  increased 
facility.     The    present    petitioners    com- 
plained of  the  attempt  to  make  a  privileged 
order  in  this  country — an  order  privileged 
to  tax  the  rest  of  the  community  solely 
for  their  own  benefit.     He  did  not  know 
what  to  think  of  the  folly  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  in  which  an  attempt  was 
made— when  the  example  of  the  French 
Revolution  was  before  the  eyes  of  the 
world — to  give  new  privileges  and  new 
rights  to  one  certain  class.    The  French 
noblesse  had  defended  only  old  abuses  and 
old  rights ;  in  this  country  new  abuses  and 
new    rights    were   contended   for.     Tbe 
French  noblesse  thought,  and  acted  upon 
the  opinion,  that  the  lower  orders  were 
made  for  the  sole  purpose  of  being  worked 
and  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  their  bailers  ; 
and  the  nobles  and  gentry  of  this  country 
appeared  to  think,  that  the  lower  orders 
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ware  mads  ody  to  fUrve  fiur  their  advan- 
tage. But  nobles,  and  he  was  appie- 
liensive,  prinoes  also,  were  rather  an  in- 
docile race,  and  had  gained  but  very  little 
ID  point  of  wisdom  or  knowledge,  from  the 
CTt^inpV^  of  the  French  Revolution.  The 
only  country  in  Europe  where  com  was  as 
dear  as  it  was  in  this  country  was  the 
country  of  king  Ferdinand ;  and  it  was  to 
be  presumed  that  he  too  had  his  Cora- 
lawB  for  the  purpose  of  keying  up  prices. 
Ferdinand  was,  indeed,  ^' every  inch  a 
King;"  and  if,  from  any  pressure  of  cir- 
cumstanoes,  he  found  it  necessary  to  alter 
Us  administration  and  change  his  govern- 
ment, what  did  he  do  ?  Why,  he  naturally 
applied  to  die  slyest  Jesuit  in  his  dominions, 
me  keeper  of  his  conscience,  who  advised 
him  to  make  a  government  exactly  upon 
the  same  principles  as  the  old  one  was 
formed ;  so  that  the  people  never  gained  a 
aiog^  step.  Ferdinand,  it  was  said,  was 
a  very  fnvolous-minded  king,  very  much 
pleased  with  petticoats  and  uniforms. 
He  was,  what  cardinal  Wolsey  had  said 
of  his  master,  <'  truly  royal-minded."  He 
liked  to  indulge  in  nis  little  resentments, 
and  the  keeper  of  his  conscience  liked  to 
indulge  in  his  little  resentments  also ;  so 
that  between  them,  the  country  was 
suffering  in  order  to  continue  the  same 
person  in  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  con- 
science. He  should  now  present  the 
petition,  which  prayed  for  Reform  in  Par- 
liaHient,  Retrenchment  in  all  Expenses, 
and  a  total  Repeal  of  the  Corn-laws. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  April  12. 

Oaths  iv  Cocrts  ov  Justice — 
FoRGBD  Petition — Robert  Taylor.] 
Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  a  Petition  to  pre- 
sent from  a  gentlonan  of  the  name  of 
Taylor,  who  called  himself  the  President 
of  the  Christian  Evidence  Society,  to 
which  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House.  The  House  would  recollect, 
that,  on  the  29th  of  November  last,  he 
had  presented  to  it  a  petition,  purporting 
to  come  from  this  individual,  and  praying 
that  he  might  in  future  be  sworn  upon  the 
works  of  natuie.  He  had  now  to  inform 
Ike  House,  that  that  petitioo  was  a  forgery, 
which  he  had  been  deceived  into  preseot- 
ing.  A  short  time  previous  to  the  presen- 
tation of  it  he  had  received  a  note  from 
Mr.  Taylor,  sequestmg  him  to  present  a 
petitiQii  on  his  behalf.    He  was,  therefore, 


in  expectation  of  receiving  a  petition  from 
that  gentleman;  and  on  receiving  the 
petition  which  he  had  formerljr  presented, 
he  had  never  doubted  that  it  was  the 
petition  which  he  had  to  present,  and  had 
presented  it  accordingly:  Mr.  Taylor  now 
declared  that  petition  to  be  a  forgery,  and 
jon  inspecting  it  had  discovered  that  it  was 
written  in  the  same  character  with  an 
hundred  anonymous  letters,  with  which  he 
had  been  recently  pestered.  He  also 
begged  leave  to  say,  that  a  letter  which 
had  appeared  in  ''The  Times,"  of  the 
26tk  crif  February  last,  purporting  to  be  a 
letter  from  his  broths,  and  reviling  him 
in  very  grors  terms  was  a  forgery,  which  he 
believed  to  be  perpetrated  by  the  same 
person.  The  petition  making  this  com- 
plaint would  have  been  presented  at  an 
earlier  period,  had  not  the  petitioner  en- 
tertained some  hopes  that  he  should  be 
able  to  discover  the  individual  who  had 
perpetmted  this  forgery.  In  case  thftt 
individual  should  be  discovered,  the  hon. 
member  pledged  himself  to  bring  him 
before  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  answer  for 
his  contempt  of  its  privileges. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Change  of  the  Ministry.]  Mr. 
Wyrm  moved  that  a  new  writ  be  issued 
for  the  borough  of  Newport,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  right  hon.  George  Canning 
having  accepted  the  office  of  First  Lord 
Commissioner  of  the  Treasury  [loud  cheers]. 
He  also  moved,  **  That  the  House,  at  its 
rising,  do  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  the  Ist  of 
May." 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  before  this 
motion  was  disposed  of — before  the  House 
was  called  on  to  adjourn  for  so  long  a 
period — ^he  wished  to  put  a  question,  of 
considerable  importance,  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  He  was  anxious  to  ascertain, 
UT  possible,  what  progress  had  been  made 
towards  the  formation  of  a  new  ministry  ? 
This  question  could  not  be  considered 
premature,  as  it  had  been  admitted,  that 
forbearance  enough  had  been  shewn  with 
respect  to  this  subject,  when,  a  fortnight 
ago,  he  had  made  a  similar  inquiry.  Now 
that  the  whole  Administration,  except  one, 
as  he  was  informed,  had  thrown  up  their 
situations,  it  was  not  a  little  extraordinary, 
that  the  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  at  once  be  rec^uired  to  give 
up  their  legislative  fonctions,  and  to 
abandon  their  duties  for  three  weeks, 
while  they  were  left  in  ignorance  as  to  the 
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progress  that  bad  been  made  in  forming 
an  efficient  ministry.  He  did  not  wish  to  j 
take  any  step  that  would  interfere  with  ' 
the  measures  which  might  have  been 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that 
object;  it  was  not  his  intention  to  em- 
barrass any  arrangement  that  might  be 
under  consideration;  but  he  must  say, 
that  it  was  extremely  reasonable  for  him 
to  ask  what  progress  had  been  made  in 
the  formation  of  a  ministry,  before  he 
agreed  to  the  proposed  adjournment.  He 
thought,  that  if,  instead  of  adjourning  to 
the  1st  of  May,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Wednesday,  next,  the  new  ministry  might 
be  formea  in  the  mean  time,  and  the 
necessary  information  could  then  be  com* 
municated  to  the  House.  He  trusted  that 
the  House  would  not  part  with  its  whole 
powers,  until  they  had  received  some 
decisive  information  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Wynn  apprehended  that  it  was 
usual  at  that  period  of  the  year  to  move 
an  adjournment  for  a  few  days.  It  had 
always  been  proposed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  had  been  always  so  received. 
Undoubtedly  some  difficulties  had  occurred 
in  the  formation  of  a  ministry ;  but  an 
arrangement  was  now  in  progress,  and 
would  certainly  be  completed  before  the* 
period  of  adjournment  had  expired.  He 
noped  the  House  would  afford  sufficient 
time  for  the  completion  of  so  important 
an  object. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  that  the  time  for 
forming  an  Administration  was  just  two 
months  old*  This,  in  his  opmion,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  others,  was  too  long  a  time. 
He  understood  that  it  was  only  within 
these  few  days  that  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  been  intrusted  with  the  formation  of 
an  Administration*  But,  instead  of  its 
being  formed,  it  was  reported,  that  seven 
members  of  the  Cabinet  had  run  away ; 
for  what  purpose,  or  to  forward  what 
scheme  or  cabal,  they  best  knew ;  and  he 
was  equally  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  in  what 
shape,  or  at  what  time,  they  were  likely  to 
,  come  back.  He,  however,  must  say,  as  a 
member  of  that  House,  that  he  should  be 
guilty  of  betraying  his  trust,  if  he  aban- 
.  doned  his  duty,  by  agreeing  to  so  long  an 
adjournment,  in  me  present  situation  of 
the  Administration. 

The  gallery  was  about  to  be  cleared  for 
a  division ;  but  that  intention  was  aban- 
doned, and  the  motion  agreed  to. 

CoRH  Duties  Bill.]    On  the  order 
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of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  this 
biU, 

Mr.  F.  Palmer  said,  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  satisfaction  to  him,  that  on  the  first 
occasion  of  his  voting  in  the  present  par- 
liament, he  was  able  to  give  his  coaadeo^ 
tious  support  to  the  measure  proposed  by 
ministers.  He  believed  that  the- bill  be- 
fore the  House  had  been  framed  upon, 
principles  of  strict  impartiality;  and  he 
was  inclined  to  put  faith  in  the  correct- 
ness of  that  opinion,  when  he  saw  that  the 
measure  was  alike  condemned  by  the  two 
great  interests  of  the  country ;  namely,  the 
agriculturists  and  the  manufacturers.  The 
agriculturists  said  that  the  maximum  price 
fixed  by  the  bill  was  hardly  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  meet  the  charges  of  rent 
and  taxes,  and,  above  aU,  the  constantly 
increasing  burthen  of  the  poor-rates; 
whilst  the  manufacturers,  on  the  odier 
hand,  complained,  that  ihe  measure  af- 
forded too  great  a  protection  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest.  He  was  of  opinion  ^t 
the  effect  of  the  bill  woald  be  to  produce 
lo)¥  prices,  and  the  natural  consequence 
of  that  would  be  the  reduction  of  taxation 
— a  measure  to  which  he  looked  forward 
with  great  satisfaction.  He  tmsted  that 
this  would  not  be  the  only  occasion  in 
which  he  should  be  able  to  vote  for  the 
measures  of  ministers ;  but  that  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty)  frequently  to  support 
their  policy. 

Mr.  Warburton  said,  that  the  bill  would 
afford  no  substantial  relief  to  the  country. 
Our  manufacturers  would  still  be  oblig^ 
to  pay  for  their  bread  double  the  price 
which  was  paid  on  the  continent. 

Mr.  Leycester  expressed  his  apprehen- 
sion, that  large  importations  would  be 
made  fi-om  Canada. 

Mr.  C  Orant  said,  that  past  experience 
had  proved  that  no  extensive  importations 
could  be  made  from  Canada  .to  any 
profitable  purpose,  so  far  as  the  importers 
were  concerned. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  May  1. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoam- 
ment,  the  recent  changes  in  the  Adminis- 
tration had  excited  the  liveliest  curiosity  ; 
and  the  avenues  to  the  House  of  Commons 
vrere  crowded,  at  an  early  hour,  by 
persons  whoae  anjiiety  to  see  the  new 
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Premier  appeared  to  be  as  great  as  if  they 
imagined  that  a  change  of  person  must 
have  accompanied  his  change  of  place. 
The  House  was  crowded  to  excess,  and  such 
of  the  members  as  could  not  find  accom- 
iDodation  below,  resorted  to  the  galleries. 
To  these  were  added  several  peers,  and 
reverend  prelates,  whose  curiosity  had  in- 
duced them  to  be  present  at  this  opening 
act  of  the  New  Administration.  The 
bishops  of  Bath  and  Wells,  aiyd  of 
Lichfield  and  Coventry,  sat  in  the  right- 
hand  gallery,  and  near  them  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  the  earl  Fitzwilliam,  and  lord 
Seaford ;  while  in  the  opposite  gallery 
were  observed  the  marquisses  of  Ayles- 
bury and  Sligo ;  the  earls  Cowper,  Hard- 
wicke,  Darnley,  Carnarvon,  and  Roden  ;and 
lords  Bexley,  Famham  and  Ravensworth. 
About  five  o'clock,  Mr.  Canning  entered, 
and  took  the  seat  which  -  he  has  usually 
occupied.  Immediately  behind  him,  sat 
sir  Francis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Tierney. 
Mr.  Brougham  walked  up  the  Ministerial 
side,  and  took  his  seat  on  the  third  bench 
of  that  side.  Near  him  sat  Mr.  Calcraft, 
sir  John  Newport,  lord  Stanley,  sir 
Robert  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Spring  Rice. 
Mr.  Hobhouse  retained  his  seat  on  the 
second  Opposition  bench,  and  Mr.  Hume 
remained  firm  in  that  which  he  has  gene- 
fally  occupied.  Mr.  Peel  and  Mr.  Goul- 
boum  took  up  their  stations  on  the  second 
vow  of  seats,  between  the  Treasury-bench 
afid  the  Bar. 

New  Aduinistratioi? — Ma.  Peel's 
Exposition.]  On  the  motion,  ''That  a 
new  writ  be  issued  for  Ashburton,  in  the 
room  of  the  right  hon.  William  Sturges 
Bourne,  who  has  accepted  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State  for  tne  Home  Depart- 
ment," 

Mr.  Peel  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
to  the  following  effect : — 

Sir;  as  the  motion  that  has  just  been 
made  is  immediately  connected  with  the 
accession  of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  to  an 
office  which  I  recently  held,  I  trust  the 
House  will  not  think  I  am  preferring  an 
unreasonable  request  if  I  entreat  them  to 
a)k>w  me  to  offer  some  explanation  as  to 
the  grounds  on  which  I  thought  myself 
compelled  to  retire  from  the  service  of  his 
Majesty.  I  know  very  well  how  much  of 
penonal  matter  must  necessarily  be  mixed 
up  with  an  explanation  of  this  kind ;  but 
as  I  have  so  frequently,  under  other  cir- 
eumstances,   experienced    tlie  kind  con* 


sideration  and  indulgence  of  the  House,  I 
should  be  much  disappointed  if  I  should 
be  deceived  in  the  expectation  that  they 
will  continue  that  indulgence,  and  will 
allow  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  fully 
explaining  the  reasons  of  my  conduct.  In 
that  expectation  I  have  abstained  from  re- 
sorting to  any  other  mode  of  making  public 
the  motives  which  have  influenced  me  in 
the  course  I  have  adopted. 

It  is  now  about  three  weeks  since  I 
virtually  resigned  the  seals  of  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. During  that  interval,  my  silence 
may  have  subjected  me  to  doubtful  and 
even  mischievous  constructions;  but  I 
have  waited  patiently  until  this  moment, 
supported  by  the  consciousness  of  having 
acted  solely  upon  public  pounds,  and  of 
having  only  taken  that  course  which  was 
consistent  with  my  duty,  and  with  what 
was  due  to  my  own  character. 

The  explanation  which  I  wish  to  offer 
is  due  not  only  to  myself  individually,  but 
to  the  character  of  the  class  to  which  I 
belong — I  mean  the  class  of  public  men ; 
and  during  the  delay  that  has  taken  place, 
I  have  been  supported  by  the  hope,  that 
at  this  moment,  and  in  this  place,  an 
opportunity  would  be  afforded  me ;  and  I 
felt  the  strongest  confidence  that  the 
House  would  allow  me  to  take  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  to  make  it. 

Under  the  delay  which  has  taken  place, 
I  have  been  supported  by  the  hope,  too, 
that  I  should  be  able  to  vindicate  myself 
from  the  unfavourable  constructions  that 
might  have  been  put  upon  my  conduct 
in  consequence  of  my  silence,  and  to  show 
that  the  course  which  I  had  pursued  was 
that  which  the  necessity  of  my  situation 
absolutely  required.  I  say.  Sir,  *'  vindicate 
the  course  I  have  pursued ;"  because  I  do 
avow,  that  I  thinK  public  men,  who  are 
embarked  in  the  public  service,  have  no 
right,  upon  light  and  insufficient  grounds, 
to  sever  their  connexion  with  the  state, 
and  to  withdraw  from  that  service  into 
which  they  have  entered. 

If,  Sir,  I  had  acted  in  consequence  of 
levity,  of  disappointed  ambition,  of  per- 
sonal piquBf  or  opposition  towards  a  rival, 
I  should  feel  that  I  was,  though  not  con- 
stitutionally, yet  morally  responsible ;  and 
that  I  shoiud  have  shown  by  such  conduct 
I  was  unworthy  of  the  confidence  with 
which  my  Sovereign  had  honoured  me. 
But,  Sir,  I  acted  from  none  of  those 
motives ;  they  did  not  form  the  gDDunJs 
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on  which  I  retired  frotnthe  pahlic  senrice. 
I  acted  solely  upon  princifdes  which  I 
had  frequently  professed,  and  which  I 
considered  to  form  part  of  my  public 
character. 

For  a  space  of  eighteen  years  I  have 
pursued  one  undeviating  course  of  con- 
duct, offermg,  during  the  whde  of  that 
time,  an  uncompromising,  but  a  temperate, 
a  fair,  and,  as  I  believe,  a  constitutional 
fesistaince  to  the  making  of  any  further 
concessions  to  the  Roman  Catholics. 
During  fourteen  out  of  those  eighteen 
years,  I  have  held  office;  and  during 
eleven  of  those  fourteen  years  I  have  been 
closely  connected  in  office  with  that 
country  most  interested  in  the  decision  of 
Chose  claims.  The  opinions  which  I  held 
duiing  that  time  I  still  retain;  and  I 
thought,  from  having  always  avowed  those 
opinions,  but,  above  all,  from  having, 
while  in  office,  taken  an  active,  and  I  may, 
perhaps,  say,  important  part  against  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics,  that  I  could  not 
itemain  in  office  after  events  had  rendered 
it  probable  that  I  should  be  the  single 
minister  of  the  Crown  who  was  likely  to 
continue  opposed  to  them. 

I  say.  Sir,  under  these  circumstances,  I 
did  not  feel  that  it  would  be  consistent 
with  the  career  I  had  hitherto  pursued,  and 
with  the  maintenance  of  my  own  character 
as  a  public  man,  to  acquiesce  in  arrange- 
ments which  would  benefit  myself  by 
enabling  me  to  retain  office,  which,  how- 
ever, I  could  not  do  without  acting  in  a 
Aianner  calculated  materially  to  promote 
the  successful  termination  of  a  question  to 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  and  in 
other  aspects  of  political  affairs,  I  had 
offered  the  most  decided  resistance.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  with  respect  to 
the  nature  of  the  opposition  which  I  had 
always  offered  to  the  proposed  concessions 
to  the  Roman  Catholics,  I  felt  myself 
bound  to  act  as  I  have  done. 

Sir,  the  nature  of  that  oppositicm  was 
such  as  to  allow  of  no  middle  course ;  it 
was  founded  upon  the  belief  which  I  have 
always  sincerely  entertained,  that  the  re- 
moval of  those  barriers,  which  the  law 
opposed  to  the  attainment  of  political 
power  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  was  in*- 
consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
constitution,  and  with  the  welfare  and 
safety  of  the  church. 

These  being  the  grounds  on  which  I 
have  always  spoken  and  acted,  I  say.  Sir, 
that  I  am  now  in  the  judgment  q(  the 
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House  and  of  the  country,  whether  I  had 
not  sufficient  reason  to  d^ne  acquiescing 
in  arrangements  which  were  calculated 
most  decidedly  to  promote  that  object  to 
which  I  had  always  been  opposed. 

The  circumstances  to  which  I  have  f&- 
feired  I  considered  seriously ;  and  having 
done  so,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  retire  from 
office,  if  my  right  hon.  friend,  whose  opi* 
nions  on  this  subject  were  so  decideaiy 
opposed  to  my  own,  should  be  placed  ot 
the  head  of  the  Administration,  where  be 
could  with  more  efiect  than  ever  support 
those  opinions.  If  my  own  had  been 
doubtful,  my  duty  might  not  have  requited 
my  resignation ;  but  they  were  not,  and 
mj  rigid  sense  of  public  duty  has  deter- 
mmed  my  course. 

If  even  the  Administration  cOukl  hSkTe 
remained  in  the  same  state  as  befote — if 
it  could  have  continued  exactly  neutral 
upon  this  question — I  might  have  con- 
tinued in  office ;  but  when  I  saw  that 
exact  neutrality  could  not  be  expected — 
when  I  found  that  the  duke  of  York  was 
no  more,  and  that  the  voice  of  the  earl  of 
Liverpool  had  become  silent,  I  thought  I 
had  a  right  to  act,  and,  indeed,  that  I 
ought  to  act  upon  the  conviction  of  my 
own  mind,  and  not  subject  myself  to  sus- 
picions bv  seeming  to  have  been  converted 
to  opposite  opinions,  especially  when  the 
perioa  of  that  apparent  conversion  would 
have  concurred  precisely  with  that  of  the 
change  of  Administration.  I  therefore  de- 
termined to  sacrifice  office,  rather  than 
abandon  that  course  which  I  had  pre- 
viously pursued  for  so  long  a  time,  and 
which  I  had  continued  while  in  possessioa 
of  the  office  which  I  lately  held. 

The  next  question  upon  whidi  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  is,  whether  the  aj^ 
pointment  of  my  right  hon.  friend  t6  be 
at  the  head  of  the  Administration,  and  to 
occupy  that  place  which  was  recently  filled 
by  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  would  not  almost 
necessarilv  bring  along  with  it  the  final 
success  of  the  Catholic  questioa  ? 

It  is  due  to  my  right  hon.  friend  to  say, 
and  I  give  him  full  credit  forit,-~that  I 
believe  him  to  be  actuated  by  the  utmost 
honesty,  sincerity,  and  zeal,  in  his  efforts 
for  the  promotion  of  the  success  of  that 
question.  I  judge  him  in  the  same  manner 
as  I  wish  to  be  judged  myself-— by  the 
uniform  course  he  has  pursued,  by  the 
public  declarati<ms  he  has  so  firequantly 
made,  and  by  the  earnestness  he  has  al« 
ways  manifested  on  this  subject.    I 
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perfectly  satisfied,  I  say,  with  his  honesty,  | 
sincerity,  and  seal ;  and  I  declare  that  it 
will  be  as  much  his  duty,  as  I  believe  it 
always  was  his  intention,  if  he  should  be 
I^aced  at  the  head  of  the  Administration, 
to  promote,  by  every  {air  means,  if  not 
([he  immediate,  at  least  the  ultimate,  suc- 
cess of  the  Catholic  question. 

Feeling  so,  I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to 
retire.  I  thought  so,  not  merely  because 
my  right  hon.  friend  differed  from  myself 
Ui  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  Catholic 
<piestion,  but  because  the  change  conse- 
quent upon  his  i^pomtment  was  such, 
that  there  could  not  be  anything  less  than 
a  complete  transfer  of  all  the  influence 
and  power  which  belong  (and  I  think  pro- 
perly belong)  to  the  office  of  prime  mmis- 
ter,  from  the  opponents  to  the  advocates 
of  concessions  to  the  Catholics.  That 
transfer.  Sir,  was  not  a  transfer  of  influ- 
ence and  power  from  one  ordinary  man  to 
another  ordinary  man,  but  from  the  most 
powerful  opponent  of  the  Catholic  claims 
to  their  most  powerful  advocate.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  with  reference  to 
that  question,  I  thought  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  conduct  the  government  upon 
those  principles  on  which  it  had  been 
carried  on  under  the  earl  of  Liverpool: 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  I  prepared 
to  act  upon  that  resolution,  which,  from 
the  delay  that  has  taken  place  upon  lord 
Ltverpoors  illness,  I  had  had  a  full  oppor- 
tunity of  considering,  and  which  1  had 
maturely  .deliberated.  I  had  marked 
throughout,  the  splendid  career  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  bad  pursued  with  regard 
to  the  Catholic  question,  and  each  hour 
of  my  deliberation  confirmed  the  opinion 
I  had  formed,  that  he  would  employ  the 
influence  of  his  new  office  to  promote  the 
success  of  that  question  which  he  had 
Itlways  so  warmly  advocated. 

I  found  that  from  the  very  first  period 
when  the  restrictions  impoied  by  the  Re- 
gency bill  upon  his  present  majesty  ter- 
miasled,  up  to  the  month  of  March  last, 
when  the  hon.  baronet,  the  member  for 
Westminster,  brought  forward  his  motion 
regarding  the  Catholics,  he  had  pursued 
Uie  same  active  and  undeviating  coarse  in 

romotioa  of  the  Catholic  question,  which 
(though  not  with  the  same  ability  and 
power)  pursued  in  opposition  to  it.  In 
the  year  1812,  after  Mr.  Grattan  had  in* 
lUroduced  his  motion  for  the  immediate 
consideration  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Itlatms,  which  motion  was  negatived,  my 
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right  hon.  friend  was  not  satisfied  with 
that  negative,  but  brought  forward  another 
motion  to  the  same  effect  as  Mr.  Grattan's ; 
alleging,  as  his  reason  for  doing  so,  that 
circumstances  had  been  changed,  as  the 
restrictions  on  the  Regency  had  then  ex- 
pired. That  motion  went  to  pledge  the 
House  to  take  the  state  of  the  Catholics 
into  immediate  consideration  on  ^e  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  and  it  was 
adopted  by  the  House. 

Now,  Sir,  I  ask,  what  is  there  to  pre- 
vent my  right  hon.  friend,  if  he  thouglit 
the  course  he  then  pursued  was  prudent 
and  reasonable,  and  would  be  so  at  this 
moment, '  I  say,  what  is  to  prevent  him 
from  pursuing  the  same  course  in  1827, 
which  he  adopted  in  1812  ?  In  that  year, 
Mr.  Grattan*s  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  forty ;  but  my  right  hon.  friend, 
not  at  all  dispirited  by  that  defeat,  intro- 
duced a  motion  to  the  same  effect,  but  in 
a  different  shape,  pledging  the  House  to 
a  consideration  of  the  question  in  the 
following  session.  One  discussion  has 
already  taken  place  this  session  upon  this 
question,  on  the  motion  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Westminster.  That  motion  has 
been  negatived ;  but  the  circumstances 
being  pretty  nearly  tlie  same,  I  see  no 
ground  on  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
should  feel  himself  debarred  from  now 
pursuing  the  same  course  which  he  adopted 
on  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Grattan's  motion. 
If  I  had  continued  in  office,  I  could  never 
have  thought  of  proposing  to  my  right 
hon.  friend,  that  he  should  pledge  himself 
not  to  adopt  that  course,  though  even  if  I 
had  been  by  any  chance  induced  to  do  so, 
I  am  sure,  from  the  course  he  has  always 
pursued,  and  from  my  conviction  of  the 
honesty  and  integrity  of  his  conduct  upon 
this  question,  he  would  at  once  have  re- 
fused to  give  any  such  pledge.  I  say, 
therefore,  that  I  was  justified  in  accounting 
it  at  least  possible,  if  not  probable,  that  in 
this  very  session,  a  motion  might  be  intro- 
duced by  my  right  hon.  friend  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Catholic  claims,  and  that  I 
might,  in  this  session  or  the  next,  be  called 
on,  as  a  member  of  the  government,  to 
acquiesce  in  a  measure  introduced  by  my 
right  hon.  friend,  which,  when  it  was  in- 
troduced by  the  hon.  member  for  West- 
minster, I  had  positively  rejected.  During 
the  whole  period  from  the  year  1812  to 
the  year  1827,  my  right  hon.  friend  has, 
on  every  occasion,  preserved  his  consistency 
upon  tnis  point ;  and  in  the  declaration  of 
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his  opinions,  in  his  professions,  and  in  bis 
acts,  has  unifonnly  given  to  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics  his  most  decided,  powerful, 
and  effectual  support.  Not  only  has  he 
supported  them  when  the  question  has 
been  brought  forward  by  others,  but  he 
has  himself  originated  motions  for  con- 
ceding at  least  a  portion  of  the  claims  de- 
manded by  the  Roman  Catholics ;  motions, 
however,  that,  though  limited  in  the  ex- 
tent of  their  immediate  operation,  yet  in- 
volved principles  which,  if  he  thought 
good  for  a  part,  he  must,  by  necessary 
consequence,  have  considered  good  for 
the  whole. 

In  the  year  1822,  my  right  hon.  friend 
introduced  a  motion  for  the  admission  of 
Roman  Catholic  peers  to  seats  in  parlia- 

•  ment.  That  motion  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  oppose.  Now,  I  will  suppose  my 
right  hon.  friend,  invested  with  all  the 
influence  and  power  of  the  first  situation 
in  the  Ministry,  again  to  bring  forward 
that  motion  at  the  present  time,  and  I  ask 
whether  I  could  acquiesce  in  the  possession 
of  office,  connected  as  that  possession  must 
be  with  an  acquiescence  in  the  admission 
of  that  which  I  have  before  opposed,  and 
which  would  involve  the  decision  of  every 
principle  that  I  have  formerly  supported  ? 
Could  I  afterwards  stand  up  in  the  face 
of  the  country,  and  allow  it  to  be  said, 
that  I  had  acquiesced  in  permitting  the 
first  Minister  of  his  Majesty  to  carry  into 
effect,  without  opposition,  that  which  I 
had  always  opposed  when  it  was  introduced 
by  any  other  person  ? 

Sir,  I  allude  thus  to  what  I  think  my 
right  hon.  friend  will  do,  not  in  the  way 
of  complaint — not  with  the  view  of  re- 
monstrance— ^that  he  should  employ  the 
influence  of  the  new  dignity  that  he  has 
acquired,  in  the  attainment  of  the  object 
for  which  he  has  s(^  long  and  so  ably 
laboured ;  but,  because  I  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  vindicate  myself,  and  deemed 
it  essential  for  the  maintenance  of  my  own 
character,  that  I  should  state  the  whole 
truth,  and  explain  exactly  the  nature  of 
those  reasons  which  induced  me  to  adopt 
the  proceeding  of  retiring  from  office. 

I  say,  Sir,  what  security  have  I  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  will  not  renew  the  mo- 
tion which  he  brought  forward  in  1822, 
and  which,  if  successful,  would  compel 
me  to  yield  to  a  measure  that  I  then  op- 
posed f    His  language  upon  that  occasion 

•  was  80  strongly  expressive  of  his  opinions 
of  the  necessity  of  that  measure,  that  I 
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cannot  avoid  quoting  it.  He  said  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  speech — "  I  solemnly 
declare  to  the  House,  that  I  would  not 
have  brought  this  question  forward,  had  f 
not  felt  assured,  that  the  reparation  wbicli 
I  ask  on  behalf  of  the  Catholic  peers  is,  in 
the  name  of  policy,  as  expedient  as  in  the 
name  of  humanity  it  is  charitable,  and  in 
the  name  of  Goa,  just."  I  say.  Sir,  if 
that  be  a  true  description  of  my  right  hon. 
friend's  opinion — if  he  now  believes,  as  be 
then  stated,  that  the  claims  of  the  Catho- 
lics are  in  policy  expedient,  in  humanity 
charitable,  and,  above  all,  in  the  name  of 
God,  just — ^with  my  confidence  in  his  sin- 
cerity, how  could  I  doubt,  that,  placed  iir 
the  situation  which  he  now  fills,  had  I  re- 
mained in  oflBce,  I  should  have  been  called 
on,  and  that  very  shortly,  to  adopt  the  'al- 
ternative of  either  acquiescing  in  a  motion 
not  now  for  the  first  time  brought  forward, 
or  of  opposing  myself  to  the  strength  of 
the  government?  and  that  acquiescence 
could  not  have  been  yielded  by  me  without 
involving  the  whole  of  those  principles 
which  I  have  hitherto  endeavoured  to 
maintain.  Sir,  that  such  a  motion  as  that 
which  I  have  supposed,  'would  involve  the 
whole  principle  of  the  Catholic  question, 
I  may  assert  upon  the  authority  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  himself,  who  said,  that  he 
could  not  conclude  his  speech  on  that 
motion,  without  admitting  that  the  partial 
success  which  .he  was  then  attempting  to 
obtain  for  the  Catholics,  would,  he  hoped, 
ultimately  lead  to  the  attainment  of  the 
great  object  they  had  then  in  view.  Now, 
Sir,  it  would  not  be  my  part  to  acquiesce 
in  the  attainment  of  such  an  object ;  and 
if  I  had  remained  in  office,  it  would  not 
have  been  in  my  power  to  prevent  any, 
even  partial  concessions,  which  might  be 
introduced  into  parliament  by  the  first 
minister  of  the  Crown — ^by  that  individaai 
who  is  honoured  with  the  chief  confidence 
of  his  sovereign ;  who  is  mainly  responsi- 
ble for  the  acts  of  the  administration ;  and 
who  is  first  in  influence  and  authority  in 
the  Cabinet.  I  could  not,  I  say,  have  ac- 
quiesced in  g:ranting  to  the  Catholics  the 
whole  of  what  they  claim,  nor  in  any 
partial  concession  of  the  nature  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  attended,  as  it  must  bsTe 
been,  with  such  consequences  as  my  right 
hon.  friend  himself  at  that  time  predicted. 
I  should  therefore  have  held  office  only  an 
sufferance;  liable  to  be  called  on  at  the 
notice  of  a  week  to  retire  from  the  public 
service ;  and  that,  too,  perhaps,  at  a  tii 
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infinitely  more  inconvenient  for  the  public 
than  that  at  which  I  actually  did  resign 
the  department  that  had  been  intrusted  to 
me.  Could  I  doubt — especially  after  the 
example  set  me  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
himself — the  propriety  of  the  course  which, 
in  my  own  opinion,  circumstances  had 
rendered  necessary;  always  remembering 
the  prominent  line  of  conduct  I  had  adopt- 
ed upon  the  Catholic  question,  and  antici- 
pating, as  I  say  I  had  a  right  to  do,  what 
would  be  the  course  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  would  pursue,  'if  he  should  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  administration  ? 

I  speak,  Sir,  of  his  example ;  because  I 
think  that  I,  at  this  day,  am  placed  in 
circumstances  very  nearly  similar  to  those 
in  which  he  was  placed  in  1812,  when  he 
was  asked  to  form  part  of  an  administra- 
tion which  was  to  be  neutral  on  this  very 
question,  every  member  of  it  being  at 
liberty  to  speak  and  to  vote  as  it  might 
seem  best  to  him  to  do.  When  that  pro- 
position was  made  to  my  right  hon.  friend, 
he  stated  (hat  he  could  not  give  his  con- 
sent to  act  as  a  single  minister  upon  a 
question  in  which  all  the  weight,  influence, 
and  authority  of  the  Prime  Minister  would 
be  against  him. 

Afler  that  example,  and  after  the  opin- 
ion then  expressed  by  the  very  minister 
who  now  possesses  the  situation  of  chief 
adviser  of  the  Crown,  I  say,  Sir,  that  I 
could  not  have  retained  office,  and  then 
have  complained — if  that  speech  had  ever 
been  quoted  against  me — for  submitting 
to  be  the  Secretary  of  the  State  for  the 
Home  Department^  in  an  administration 
in  which  I  should  have  stood  alone  op- 
posed to  my  right  hon.  friend  who  was  at 
its  head. 

The  speech  to  which  I  have  alluded 
was  delivered  by  my  right  hon.  friend, 
when  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley,  on  the  .21st  of 
May,  1812,  brought  forward  his  motion 
lor  the  formation  of  a  new  and  efficient 
administration.  In  that  administration 
the  Catholic  question  was  proposed  to  be 
left  open,  and*  both  the  present  lord 
Whamcliffe  and  the  noble  Secretary  at 
War  voted  Jin  favour  of  the  motion  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  afterwards  brought 
forward,  and  which  was  carried  by  a  large 
ntajority.  That  majority  amounted  to 
129.  I  voted  on  that  occasion  in  the 
minority;  it  was  a  small  minority;  and 
though  the  Protestant  cause  was  not  then 
supported  by  the  same  numbers  as  had 
Mpported  it  when  Mr.  Grattan's  motion 


May  1,  1827. 


402 


was  brought  forward,  yet  I .  at  least  pre- 
served a  consistent  course. 

On  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley 's. 
motion,   my  right   hon.    friend    assumed 
grounds  for  declining  to  form  part  of  the 
administration,  which  I  consider  so  nearly 
similar  to  those  on  which  I  have  now  re- 
tired from  the  public  service,  that  1  think* 
r  cannot  do  better  than  state  them  ;  and 
I  beg  therefore  to  make  use  of  them,  not 
only  as  applying  particularly  to  my  own 
situation,  but  as  conveying,  in  better  lan- 
guage than  my  own,  the  description  of 
the  grounds  on  which  I  have  thought  my-' 
self  called    upon    to  secede  : — **  I  have 
been  asked  whether,  supposing  I  had  ac- 
cepted the  offer  that  was  made  to  me,  I 
should  not   have  felt  m3r8elf  at  perfect 
liberty  to  act  as  my  own  opinions  should 
dictate,   upon  the   great  question  which 
constitutes  the  main  bar  of  separation.     I 
reply  that,  as  a  minister,  I  know  I  should 
have  been  at  liberty.     I  do  not  mean  to 
assert,    that  if  I  had  joined  the  presebt 
administration  to   fight  against  my  own* 
principles  under  the  banners  of  the  noble 
lord,  1  should  not  still  have  had  the  power 
of   making   my  solitary  speech,   and   of 
giving  my  solitary  vote  in  support  of  opin- 
ions I  had  previously  maintained ;  I  will 
not  even  say  that  there  may  not  be  hon- 
'  ourable  minds  who  would  be  satisfied  with 
such  a  distinction,  and  it  may  be  my  mis- 
fortune or  my  fault  that  mine  is  not  a 
mind  of  that  construction.     If,  when  out 
of  office,  I  have  lent  to  any  cause  that  I 
deemed  just,  my  influence  and  my  author- 
ity, I  never  can  consent  to  accept  office 
under  the  condition  that  I  shall  instantly 
divest  myself  of  that  influence  and  au^ 
thority,  which  ought  still  to  be  my  com- 
panions, and  to  leave  them  on  one  great 
and  vital  questioi^  in   open  and    wilful 
abeyance." 

The  justice  of  these  sentiments  no  man 
can  deny,  and  all  must  admire ;  and  I  be- 
lieve my  right  hon.  friends,  like  myself, 
were  fully  satisfied  of  their  sincerity.  He 
will  now  use,  and  no  man  can  reasonably 
blame  him  for  using,  the  influence  and 
authority  of  the  station  he  now  fills,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  that  cause  he  has 
so  long  advocated  in  vain,  and  which  out 
of  office  he  declared  to  be  just. 

Almost  every  word  then  uttered  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  upon  this  point  applies 
exactly  to  my  case.  A  little  further  on 
he  observes,  *'  Personal  objections  to  the 
noble  lord  I  declare  I  have  none.''— -So  I, 
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in  my  tarn,  assert^  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  that  T  have  no  personal  objections 
to  my  ri^ht  boa.  friend.  I,  on  this  occa- 
sion, like  my  right  hon.  friend  on  that, 
'^  am  actuated  by  no  feeling  of  rivalry/' 
and  wiUingly  acquiesced  in  the  retention 
of  his  services,  when  he  was  about  to  sail 
for  India. 

In  attending  his  majesty  to  Scotland,  I 
closed  my  lips  on  the  subject;  and  on  the 
first  day  afber  my  return  to  London,  I 
waited  on  my  noble  friend  at  the  head  of 
the  government,  and  said,  that  if  his  ma- 
jesty, or  my  colleagues,  decerned  it  of  im- 
portance that  my  right  hon.  friend  should 
hold  the  situations  he  has  since  filled, 
difficulties  I  would  make  none.  That 
question,  therefore,  I  decided  four  years 
ago,  and  I  repeat  in  his  words,  tiiat  I 
have  been  ^'actuated  by  no  feeling  of 
rivalry ;  and  with  this  particular  question 
excepted,  I  could  have  no  earthly  hesita- 
tion either  in  acting  with  or  under  him.'' 
I  too  cannot  allow  ''  the  predominance  of 
his  opinion  to  stifle  mine ;"  and  on  enter- 
ing the  Cabinet  under  such  circumstances, 
I  cannot  pretend  not  to  know  that  his 
^*  influence  and  authority'  will  be  such  as 
to  paralyse  all  my  feeble  efforts  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  object  of  his  wishes.  K  I 
accepted  ofiice  under  him,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  I  must  accept  it  with  full 
notice  of  what  were  his  views  of  the  duties 
of  a  prime  minister,  invested  with  the  in- 
fluence and  authority  he  will  enjoy.  In 
the  course  I  have  pursued,  then,  I  have 
only  acted  in  accordance  with  his  ex- 
ample— ^an  example  I  honour,  and  an  ex- 
ample that  ought  to  be  set  or  followed  by 
every  public  man. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  speech,  my 
right  hon.  friend  made  some  remarks  upon 
the  varieties  of  opinion  entertained  in  the 
Cabinet.  "Butmdeed,"  he  added,  "it 
is  unfair  to  impute  to  the  Cabinet  any 
opinion,  because  collectively  it  has  none ; 
and  the  retrospective  influence  upon  my 
mind  was,  that  if  I  had  joined  this  hortus 
siccus  of  dissent,  as  Mr.  Burke  once  termed 
it,  we  should  have  formed  as  beautiful  a 
variety  as  was  ever  assembled  in  so  small 
a  collection.  But,  amidst  such  unprece- 
dented differences,  on  which  side  is  the 
influence  and  authority  of  government  en- 
li^^  ?  That  is  the  main  (|uestion.  This 
man  may  hold  a  blue  opinion,  another  a 
white,  a  third  a  green,  a  fourth  a  yellow, 
andafiiiUiared;  bat,  with  which  of  these 
shades  does  4he  sentiment  of  govenunent 
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most  neariy  accord?  Undoubtedly,  this 
point  will  be  decided  by  the  individual, 
who,  holding  the  principal  office,  pre- 
eminently enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
occupant  <^  the  Throne,  and  the  addi* 
tional  weight  he  adds  to  the  scale  must 
overbalance  the  remainder."  I  hope,  also, 
that  I  may  add,  in  the  words  of  my  right 
hon.  friend,  still  in  perfect  accordance 
with  my  own  sentiments,  that  ^'I  could 
not  feel  that  I  entered  the  Cabinet  with 
honour,  if  I  consented  to  give  there  a 
mere  barren,  solitary  veto.  I  trust,  al* 
though  not  very  fairly  put  upon  my  trials 
that  my  conduct  is  completely  justified  in 
the  eyes  of  the  House  and  of  the  coun-> 
try." 

After  the  opinions  I  have  avowed,  and 
after  the  course  I  have  taken  for  many 
years,  I  fairly  own  that  there  would  have 
been  no  inconsiderable  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  my  accepting  office  under  my 
right  hon.  friend ;  but  the  peculiarity  of 
my  situation  depends  not  merely  upon  the 
opinions  I  have  avowed,  not  merely  on 
the  nature  of  the  resistance  I  have  offered 
to  the  Catholic  claims,  not  merely  on  the 
prominence  of  the  part  I  have  taken  oa 
that  question,  but  on  the  fact,  ths^t  for  the 
last  eleven  or  twelve  years  I  have  held 
two  situations  intermixing  me  with  the 
administration  of  every  Irish  question ;  On 
me  has  devolved  the  whole  respon&ibility, 
whether  as  ehief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  or 
as  Secretary  of  Stete  for  the  Home  De- 
partment. The  relation  in  which  I  stood 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  from  the  nature  of 
the  office  I  lately  held,  I  knew  presented 
what  I  may  venture  to  term  an  insuper- 
able difficulty*  Being  now  in  the  ranks 
of  private  life,  and  under  no  restraint  of 
official  reserve,  I  must  fairly  state  that, 
for  a  long  period,  I  only  have  been  con^ 
sidered  responsible  for  the  affairs  of  Ire- 
land. I  was  the  only  minister  of  the 
Crown,  in  this  House,  who  took  the  view 
I  entertained  of  the  Catholic  question  ; 
and  I  have  been  thus  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion, not  only  of  difficulty  and  embar- 
rassment, but  in  a  situation,  in  which, 
let  me  say,  no  minister  ought  to  be 
placed. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1822 — (m 
distinction  cerUdnly  unsought  and  unso- 
licited on  my  part)--^I  was  appointed  Se- 
cretary of  State  {(X  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, with  full  notice,  I  admit,  of  the 
difficulties  I  might  thereafter  have  to  com- 
bat   If  I  retained  offiee,  it  was  not  from 
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fened  agaiost  me,  that  I  look  upon  my  late 
coadjutors  now  in  a  different  light  to  that 
in  which  I  fonneriy  contemplated  them. 
fThe  esteem,  respect,  and  admiration^  which 
I  felt  for  them  as  my  colleagues  in  office, 
I  still  retain  to  its  fullest  extent  ^  and  I  am 
•far  from  wishing  that  my  case  should  be 
■separated  from  theirs.  I  am  at  this  moment 
prepared,  if  necessary*  to  vindicate  them 
from  the  charge  of  concert  and  cabal.    I 
•am  prepared  to  vindicate  them  collectively 
and  individually,  and  to  maintain,  that  the 
course  pursued  by  each  of  them  was  not 
only  perfectly  justifiable,  but  that  their 
^impressions  and  views  of  duty  to  the  public 
-service,  and  the  conduct  produced  by  those 
impressions  and  views,  ought  to  be  held  up 
as  an  example  to  all*  who  may  hereafter  be 
placed  in  similar  circumstances.  I  declare, 
'then,  that  the  charge  against  these  minis- 
•ters,  or  any  of  them,  that  they  acted  by 
-concert  and  cabal,  is  not  the  truth,  but 
dirtetly  the  reverse  of  the  truth.     If  there 
be  any  appearance  of  concert  in  the  steps 
they  have  taken,  it  is  because,  in  point  of 
,  fact,  there  was  no  concert  at  all.    Their 
course  was  accidentally  coincident :  and 
if  they  had  been  base  enough  to  cabal 
against  their  sovereign,  they  would  pro- 
bably have  been  cunning  enough  to  take 
car&  to  avoid.a  discovery. 

Although,  by  command  of  his  majesty, 
I  did  communicate  to  one  of  my  colleagues 
the  course  I  felt  bound  to  pursue,  yet  I 
never  did  inquire,  and  did  not  know,  what 
.  steps  that  colleague  himself  would  take. 
- 1  did  not  know  the  steps  that  any  of  them 
would  take ;  but  I  certainly  did  state,  that 
if  the  government  could  be  reconstructed, 
if  the  rest  of  my  colleagues  remained  in 
office,  and  if  I  could  reserve  to  myself  full 
discretion  on  the  Catholic  question,  I 
thought,  without  giving  any  specific  pledge, 
I  could  give  them  general  support.  But  I 
never  communicated,  for  instance,  with  the 
lord  Chancellor :  I  never  opened  my  lips 
until  the  9th  of  April,  when  the  order 
,  was  given  for  the  formation  of  a  new  ad- 
ministration. I  never  knew  the  course  he 
meant  to  pursue;  and,  upon  my  honour,  I 
•  believe  that  the  same  may  be  said  of  every 
memberof  the  late  government  who  thought 
it  rig&t  to  retire.  They  carried  their  deli- 
cacy and  reserve  to  such  an  extent,  that  I 
.  do  not  believe  that  any  one  man  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  course  which  the  other 
meant  to  adopt. 

As  to  dictation,  also,  I  declare  that  the 
charge  is  not  only  untrue,  but  directly  the 
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reve^  of  the  truth.f  There  was  noettempt 
to  dktate  to  his  majesty  by  any  one  of  the 
late  ministers.  I  can  asseit  it  with  respect 
to  myself,  with  respect  to  the  lotd  Chan- 
cellor, and  with  respect  to  that  illustrious 
individual  whose  name  is  stamped  for  ever 
-on  the  records  of  immortality — ^that  man 
who  is  not  more  remarkable  for  the  bril- 
liancy of  his  military  exploits,  than  for  the 
simplicity  and  singleness  of  his  nature— 
that  man  whose  candour  and  openness  are 
habitual;  and  who  is  distinguished  not 
only' for  the  respect  he  bears  to  the  kingly 
office,  but,  above  all,  for  the  devotion  and 
attachment  which  he  feels  for  the  person 
of  the  sovereign.  >When  I  see  it  charged, 
after  the  services  he  has  rendered  his 
country,  that  for  the  base  purpose  of  office 
he  has  acted  in  a  way  so  unworthy,  the 
accusation  seems  so  shameful  in  its  injus- 
tice, and  so  revolting  in  its  ingratitude, 
that  I  can  scarcely  trust  myself  to  speak  of 
'it.  I  say  that  I  am  prepared,  were  it  neces- 
sary, to  vindicate  him  and  others  from  the 
foul  aspersions  cast  upon  them,  connected 
with  their  retirement ;  but  I  abstain  from 
the  undertaking,  chiefly  because  it  is  not 
required  at  my  hands,  and  because  else- 
where they  may  take  an  opportunity,  if 
they  tl^nk  fit,  of  meeting  and  repelling 
the  imputation. 

I  have  now,  I  believe,  nearly  completed 
the  task  imposed  upon  me  by  circumstan- 
ces ;  and  I  feel  deeply  the  obligation  con- 
ferred on  me  by  the  attentive  indulgence 
of  the  House.  It  is  a  matter  involving 
something  of  public  principle,  but  much 
more  of  personal  interest :  and  1  cannot 
conclude  ft  statement  of  such  leng^,  of  the 
grounds  on  which  I  am  compelled  to  retire 
from  office,  without  expressing  deep  regret 
at  my  separation  from  one  with  wliom  I 
have  formerly  acted  with  so  much  cor- 
diality. That  regret  is  nevertheless  miti- 
gated by  ttie  reflection',  that  I  did  every 
thing  becoming  xny  character  to  prevent 
that  separation,  rersonally,  too,  1  may 
lament  that  I  shall  not  continue  possessed 
of  the  oppottunities  which  my  office  afford- 
ed me  of  mdcing  those  changes,  and  intro- 
ducing those  improvements,  from  the  adop- 
tion of  which  only  I  hoped  for  distinction 
and  reward. 

I  cannot  but  feel  concern  that  the  con- 
fidence of  my  sovereign  is  withdrawn,  and 
the  change  m  the  more  painful  from  the 
uniform  kindness  and  gracious  considera- 
tion with  which  he  formerly  contemplated 
my  htbours,  and  my  solicitude  for  the  public 
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welfaie.  I  have  the  satisfacdon  of  refleet- 
ing,  that  eYerjiastitiitloii,  civil  and  military, 
connected  wkh  my  office,  during  the  laat 
five  yeara,  has  been  subjected  to  close  in- 
spection and  strict  review ;  and  that  I  have 
been  able  to  make  such  temperate  and 
gradual  reforms,  as  I  thought  were  con- 
sistent with  the  general  and  permanent 
good.  I  have  fdso  the  gratification  of 
knowing  that  every  law  found  in  the  Sta^ 
tute-book  when  I  entered  office,  which  im- 
posed any  temporary,  or  any  extraordinary 
restricUon  on  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
has  either  been  repealed,  or  allowed  to 
expire.  I  may  be  a  Tory — I  may  be  an 
illiberal — ^but  the  fact  is  undeniable,  that 
when  I  first  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
Home  Department,  there  were  laws  in  ex- 
istence which  imposed  upon  the  subjects 
of  this  realm  unusual  and  extraordinary 
restrictions:  the  fact  is  undeniable,  that 
those  laws  have  been  effaced.  Tory  as  I 
am,  I  have  the  further  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing, that  there  is  not  a  sin^e  law  connected 
with  my  name,  which  has  not  had  for  its 
object  some  mitigation  of  the  severity  of 
the  criminal  law ;  some  prevention  of  abuse 
in  the  exercise  of  it ;  or  some  security  for 
its  impartial  administration.  I  may  also 
recollect  with  pleasure,  that  during  the 
severest  trials  to  which  the  manufacturing 
interests  have  ever  been  exposed,  during 
the  winter  of  the  last  two  years,  I  have 
preserved  internal  tranquillity,  without  ap- 
plying to  the  House  for  measures  of  extra- 
ordinary severity.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
considmd  unbecoming  if  I  allude  further 
to  the  satafaction  I  derive  from  reflecting 
upon  my  exertions  in  favour  of  the  just 
prerogative  of  the  Crown. 

For  all  the  ancient  institutions  of  ray 
country  I  have  felt  a  natural  prepossession, 
and  an  earnest  desire  that  they  should  pre- 
serve that  veneration  which  Itts  promoted 
their  continuance;  but  those  preposses- 
sions have  not  prevented  me  from  mquir- 
ing  into  cases  of  alleged  abuse,  and  that 
desire  has  uiged  me  in  a  firiendlyand  tem- 
perate spirit,  to  examine  to  what  degree 
corruption  may  have  intruded.  Where 
diange  and  restoration  were  deemed  neces- 
sary, they  have  been  applied,  tkus  recom- 
mending those  ancient  mstitutioos  to  the 
kmg-endnrittg  attachiiient  and  veneration 
of  the  country.  I  again  thank  tiie  House 
for  the  opportunity  it  has  afibnled  me  of 
giving  ^is  explanation,  and  I  shall  con- 
clude by  assuring  it  that  the  confidence  of 
my  sovereign,  the  good-will  of  his  people, 


New  Admbii$trati&n' 


412 


and  the  fq>pn)batIon  of  parliai&ent,  have 
been  at  once  the  motive,  and  the  reward 
of  ray  exertions. 

Mr,  Ihmoombe  said,  he  was  awara  that 
he  might  incur  some  imputation  by  offer- 
ing himself  to  the  House  at  that  moment, 
but  he  was  anxious  to  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  stating  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  decided  opinion  of  the  great  minority 
of  those  whom  he  represeuM,  and  of  the 
country  at  large;  namely,  that  the  seeea- 
sion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  a 
matter  to  be  most  deeply  and  sincerely  re- 
gretted. As  far  as  he  and  many  others 
were  concerned,  thelengthened  exfSianation 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  quite  un- 
necessary. The  right  hon.  gentleman 
wanted  no  justification  for  the  honest  and 
manly  course  he  had  adopted.  He  wool^ 
not  attempt  to  describe  that  masfcerbf 
effort,  but  he  would  only  say  diat  it  main- 
tained, in  all  respects,  the  -hi^  charadar 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  enjoyed  from  one 
end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  as  an 
eloquent,  an  honest,  and  a  conscientions 
minister  of  the  Crown — a  vahiaUe  and 
faithful  representative  of  the  people — n 
zealous  and  active  promoter  of  all  that  was 
useful  and  beneficial — and  a  watchfiil  and 
uncompromising  guardian  of  the  principiea 
of  the  British  constitution.  In  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  confidence  and  love  of 
the  country,  the  right  hon.  gentlonan  had 
retired  from  the  situation  he  had  so  long 
and  so  ably  filled ;  but  he  must  take  the 
liberty  of  expressing  his  earnest  hope,  that 
the  retirement  would  be  short,  and  the  re- 
turn permanent.  While  out  of  office,  he 
humbly  trusted  that  the  rig^t  hon.  gentle- 
man would  enjoy  all  the  luxury  of  private 
life,  in  the  bosom  of  his  affectionate  family, 
and  in  the  circle  of  his  admiring  friends. 
Since  he  had  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
that  House,  he  had  given  his  decided  and 
unqualified  opposition  to  the  Catholic 
question,  and  his  support  to  his  majes^'is 
government.  The  nght  hon.  premier  (Mr. 
Canning)  had  ever  supported  that  questkMi, 
and  it  would  be  but  just  in  that  right  boo. 
gentleman  to  give  it  now  a  more  decided 
support :  and  that  conne  it  was  to  be  eic- 
pected  the  right  hon.  gmtleman  would 
pursue,  as  it  was  understood  he  had  receiv- 
ed the  aid  of  those  gentlem«i  who  now  sat 
beside  him,  widiont  any  compromise,  on 
their  part,  rdative  to  thai  question. 

Sir  FrancU  Burdett  rose  from  his  sesit 
behind  Mr*  Canning,  amidst  loud  cheer- 
ing, and,  after  stating  that  he  shoold  not 
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take  up  the  time  of  the  House  more  AaQ 
five  minnteSy  he  pvooeeded.    The  speech 
of  the  late  right  hon.  Seoretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  so  candid  in 
its  statements,  ana  so  honourable  to  him* 
self,  has  been  heaid  by  me  with  -as  much 
satisfaction  as  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.     I  might  eten  say 
with  more  satisfaction,  for  not  a  word  has 
been  uttered  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
in  the  course  of  his  address,  that  renders 
it  necessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  on 
the  course  be  is  about  to  take ;  but  I  must 
say,  that,  having  arrived  at  a  great  public 
prmciple    to  which    I  have  been    most 
warmly  attached ;  a  principle  of  religions 
freedom,  which  I  thmk  the  true  principle 
of  the  English  constitution ;  a  principle, 
whidi  I  think  not  only  sanctioned  by  God, 
not  only  the  right  of  nature,  but  a  rational 
as  well  as  a  natural  right,  and  a  principle 
which  at  present  predominates  throughout 
the  whole  civilized  world,  with  very  trifling 
exceptions,  and  in  England  alone  is  not 
countenanced ;  but  which,  I  am  persuaded, 
is  the  only  principle  that  is  calculated  to 
give  it  happiness.     Upon  that  ground,  the 
same  reasons  which  make  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  feel  it  incumbent  on  him,  with 
his  views,  to  withdraw  his  support  from 
his  majesty's  government,  make  me  feel 
it  equally  incumbent  on  me  to  give  it  every 
Bupport  m  my  power.     I  support  the  ad- 
mmistration  as  at  present  formed,  because  it 
affords  the  best  opportunity  that  I  have  ever 
yet  met  with  of  promoting  that  great  cause 
for  which  I  have  been,  ever  since  the  com- 
mencement of  my  public  life,  most  eagerly 
strucrgling — ^the  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom — which  has  been,  with  the  pro- 
gress of  knowledge  and  civilization,  spread- 
ing over  almost  all  nations  havine  any 
pretensions  to  the  name  of  civilized ;  the 
sritish  empire,  strange  to  tell,  alone  ex- 
cepted.   The  period  has  at  length  arrived 
when  an  administration,  in  promoting  the 
best  interests  of  mankind,  has  not  even 
the  trouble  to  direct  public  opinion — ^it 
has  only  to  follow  it;   and  trusting  that 
here,  at  length,  we  have  an  administration 
that  will  follow  the  march  of  the  i^,  I 
have  resolved  to  give  it  my  humble  sup- 
port, for  the  same  reasons  of  public  prin- 
ciple which  have  mdneed  the  right  hon. 
goitleman  to  abandon  it.    Upon  the  same 
grounds  of  a  great  public  principle  which 
have  led  the  right   hon.  gentleman  to 
withdraw  from  office,  do  I  give  my  support 
to  the  admmistratiott,  as  at  present  con- 


stituted; noieQtirely>  perhaps,  upon  the 
foundations  of  a  complete   concurrence 
npon  abstract  principles,  but  as  the  but 
opportunity  that  I  ever  enjoyed  in  my  life 
of  doing  something  practically  to  promote 
the  most  important— b^ond  all  measure 
the   most    important — ^interests    of    the 
nation.    I  do  not  propose  at  present  to 
debate  the  Catholic  question;    nor  do  I 
mean  to  allude  to  that  question  particu*- 
larly,  as  connected  with  the  formation  of 
the  present  cabinet;  but,  I  must  observe, 
the  opinion  of  the  public  will  be,  that 
there  are  now  stronger  hopes  of  a  condui- 
sion  to  the  differences  that  have  created 
so  much  division,  which  ought  never  to  be 
suffered  to  exist  in  any  civilized  country. 
A  dawn  of  hope  now  opens  for  those  who 
have  struggled  to  promote  harmony,  and 
peace,  and  knowledge,  and,  consequently, 
reli^ous  and  moral  improvement  in  that 
benighted  country,  Ireland.    This  opinion 
will,  in  the  mean  time,  do  mnch  towards 
tranquillizing  it.     I  give  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  credit  for  the  integrity  of  his 
motives ;  and  I  am  sorry  that  he  should 
have    found  himself  compelled,  by  his 
principles,  to  abandon  his  office.    By  his 
retaining  that  office,  he  would,  no  doubt, 
have  more  influence  in  promoting  those 
minor  ameliorations  to  which  his  attention 
had  been  so  uselnlly  directed.     But,    1 
hope,  that  although  he  has  quitted  office, 
he  does  not  mean  on  that  account  to  dis- 
continue his  exertions  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  improvements  which  he  contem- 
plated when  in  office.    That  course  of 
conduct  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  still 
in  his  power  to  pursue,  and  his  labours  in 
that  respect  will  still  be  most  useful  to 
the  country.     Doing  this  justice  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  hearmg  also,  with 
some  little  surprise,  that  the  principle  I 
allude  to  has  been  the  sole  prmciple  on 
which  the  divbions  inhis  majesty's  govern- 
ment had  taken  place;  hearing  that  hts 
colleagues,  one  and  all,  have  acted  on  the 
same  honourable  principle  as  himself,  and 
willing  to  give  him  every  credit  for  his 
statement,  and  therefore  admitting  that 
neither  he  nor  they  are  liable  to  reproach 
(and  I  am  sure  I  am  the  last  penon  to 
seek  for  an  opportunity  of  casting  unjusti- 
fiaMe  reproach),  I  must  say,  that  whatever 
the  principle  on  which  they  acted  may  be, 
I  thmk  their  retirement  a  most  fortunate 
event  for  the  country ;  for,  by  that  event, 
a  great  obstacle,  as  I  conceive,  has  been 
removed  to  the   adoption  of  measures, 
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particularly  with  respect  to  Ireland,  which 
the  circumBtances  of  the  country  render 
absolutely  necessary-^thingt  being  in  a 
€tate  in  which  it  was  impossible  that  they 
should  long  continue.  The  truth  is,  that 
enlightened  principles  are  on  their  inarch. 
They  cannot  be  arrested,  but  they  may, 
'by  wisdom,  be  directed,  and  not  oiuy  pre- 
vented from  producing  mischief,  but  turn- 
ed to  a  good  public  account.  These  are 
'the  grounds  on  which  I  take  my  stand  on 
the  present  -occasion.  I  think  that  those 
who  form  the  government,  giving  up  the 
•support  they  formerly  derived,  on  such 
.grounds,  have  a  claim  on  us,  who  have 
been  advocating  principles  of  the  same 
kind,  to  have  that  support  made  up  to 
them,  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  carrying  into  beneficial  effect  the  prin- 
ciples to  which  they  are  attached.  It  is 
on  these  grounds  Uiat.l  am  anxious  to 
give  every  support  to  the  present  arrange- 
ment. I  will  say,  as  a  practical  man, 
.that  I  do  not  think  it  common  sense  to 
omit  the  opportunity  of  advancing  a  par- 
ticular object,  because  there  are  principles 
of  an  abstract  nature  on  which  you  are 
at  issue ;  or  that  because  certain  measures 
cannot  be  acted  upon  to  their  full  extent, 
you  will  refuse  all  support  to  every  prac- 
tical adoption  of  those  measures.  I  will 
say,  moreover,  that  it  appears  to  me, 
that  this  is  not  only  the  best  hope  the 
country  has,  but  the  only  hope  the  country 
has,  for  a  change  of  policy  which  the 
enlightened  mind  of  the  country,  and  the 
state  of  the  times  equally  demand.  The 
state  of  the  country  requires  all  the  ability, 
and  all  the  concurrence  of  principle  as 
well  as  of  ability,  that  can  be  collected ; 
for,  in  whatever  light  you  view  it,  whether 
you  look  at  its  domestic  relations,  particu- 
larly to  the  state  of  Ireland,  or  to  its 
foreign  or  colonial  situation,  to  its  policy 
.within  or  without,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  in 
a  situation  to  demand  all  the  ability,  and 
all  the  enlightened  public  principle  that 
can  be  pressed  into  its  service.  The  surest 
way  to  effect  that  desirable  object  is,  by 
the  formation  of  an  administration,  not 
splitting  on  every  great  question  of  state 
policy,  but  one  united  on  all  the  grand 
principles  of  good  government,  and  in  their 
desire  and  determination  to  remove  abuses 
that  have  too  long  existed.  In  taking  this 
decisive  step  I  have  followed  the  course 
dictated  by  the  best  exertion  of  my  judg- 
ment, and  come  to  a  resolution  to  support 
the  king  in  the  exercise  of  a  constitutional 
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preh>gatlve — the  power  of  selecting  for 
his  prime  minister  that  perspn  whom  he 
considers  the  most  fit  and  competent  to 
execute  the  great  measures  m  public 
utility  which  an  administration  ought  to 
have  in  view.  Who  is  there  that  would 
divest  the  king  of  that  high  prerogative — 
almost  the  only  act  of  practical  authonty 
which  the  constitution  requires  his  majesty 
to  exercise  in  person—  the  appcnntment  of 
the  principal  servant  in  the  royal  coundls. 
But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  seeing,  in 
that  exercise  of  his  majesty's  prerogative, 
indications  of  an  intended  course,  of  policy 
to  which  his  own  sentiments  are  adverse, 
tells  us  that  he  has  a  right  to  retire,  for 
that  reason,  from  any  share  in  .the  new 
government.  *  Doubtless,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  do  so ;  and,  on 
the  saine  principle,  I  and  my  friends,  wbo 
have  made  that  question  a  sine  qua  lum, 
are  justified  in  giving  our  support  to  the 
present  administration  now,  when  that 
question  is  supported  ,by  the  public  voice, 
as  we  did  five  years  ago,  when  it  was  over- 
powered by  the  clamours  of  bigotry — ^in- 
fluenced, as  well  as  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, neither  by  feelings  of  personal  friend- 
ship nor  enmity ;  and,  like  him,  too,  look- 
ing neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  I 
again  assert,  that  I  rejoice  to  see  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  separated  from  the  admi- 
nistration, considering  him,  as  I  do,  an 
insuperable  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of  a 
great  public  measure,  just  in  itself,  and 
vitally  important  to  the  peace  and  pro- 
sperity of  the  united  empire. 

Sir  Thomas  Lethbridge  said,  he  was 
most  anxious  at  the  present  moment  to 
declare  his  opinions  respecting  the  altera- 
tion which  had  recently  taken  place  in  his 
majesty's  councils,  more  especially  after  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  baronet  who  had  just 
sat  down.  Of  all  the  changes  which  had 
recently  taken  place,  he  thought  the  change 
indicated  by  the  hon.  baronet's  speech  the 
most  extraordinary.  The  hon.  baronet, 
however,  while  he  dwelt  on  his  loyalty  to 
the  throne,  had  adverted  to  a  great  leading 
point  or  principle,  upon  which  the  present 
cabinet  had  been  formed — a  principle 
which  had  led  to  the  secession  of  the  late 
ministers,  including  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  recently  addressed  the 
House.  For  many  reasons  he  regretted 
the  secession  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ; 
and  yet,  in  some  respects,  he  was  glad  of 
it,  as  it  would  lead  the  country  to  a  real 
and  just  view  of  the  great  and  leading 
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puUtc  principle  opo^  which  thfe  present 
administratioB  was  made  up.  The  change 
had  at  least  produced  this  good  effect—^ 
that  it  showed  the  public  principle  on 
which  the  admbistration  was  resolv- 
ed  to  act;  and  it  would  be  for  the 
people  of  this  country  to  decide  whether 
they  would  support  such  an  administration. 
There  were  now  two  clear  distinctions 
formed  in  point  of  principle;  and  the 
nation  must  be  decisively  divided  into 
those  who  supported  and  those  who  opposed 
the  concessions  claimed  by  the  Cathob'cs. 
These  were  the  views  which  must  be  taken 
by  those  who  supported,  and  by  those  who 
opposed  the  new  administration ;  and  so 
far  he  rejoiced  in  the  change  which  had 
taken  jmce.  The  cabinet  was  now  at 
least  united  in  principle,  as  he  apprehended 
all  cabinets  ought  to  be ;  and  it  was  from 
that  feeling  that  he  had,  on  a  late  occasion, 
given  notice  of  a  motion  for  an  address  to 
his  majesty,  requesting  him  to  form  an 
administration  united  in  prmciple.  He 
maintained,  that  it  was  proper  that  a 
cabinet  should  exist  entertaining  a  decided 
opinion  either  one  way  or  the  other,  and 
such  an  administration  had  now  been 
formed,  and  was  supported  by  the  hon. 
baronet,  because  he  conceived  that  the 
ministers  were  prepared  to  act  upon  the 
principle  which  he  stated  to  be  the  hue 
qua  mm  point  in  the  formation  of  a  ministry 
— meaning  a  fiill  concession  of  all  the 
claims  made  by  the  Catholics.  The  present 
fiiBt  lord  of  the  Treasury  might,  therefore, 
now  be  expected  to  come  down  to  the 
Hoase,  and  broadly  and  openly  bring  for- 
ward the  proposition  for  the  concession  of 
these  claims  as  a  government  measure.  It 
was  well  known  what  the  opinions  of  those 
were  on  this  question,  who,  if  they  did  not 
actually  come  at  once  into  office,  had  at 
least  been  very  near  coming  in,  and  pro- 
babljf  would  soon  form  a  part  of  the 
admmistration.  The  question  must,  there- 
fore, now  come  before  the  House  in  a 
decided  form;  more  particularly  as  the 
hon.  baronet  had  said,  that  the  bSng  pre- 
pared to  make  the  ftdlest  concessions  to 
the  CatholKs  was  a  nae  ^tia  rum  qualifica- 
tion for  a  member  of  the  cabinet  [cries  of 
no,  no  I]  He  certainly  understood  the  hon. 
baronet  to  say  so ;  and  that  he  stated  that 
to  be  his  reason  for  supportmg  the  present 
cabinet.  The  whole  course  of  his  argu- 
*aMnt  went  to  that  point.  He  certainly 
wodd  oppose  any  furdier  concessions  to 
dia  Catholics ;  but  he  wished  the  question 
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to  be  brought  forward  in  a  plain  and 
decided  shape,  instead  of  seeing  it  hangf- 
ing  on  as  a  matter  of  doubt,  as  it  had 
done  for  the  last  twenty  years.  Those 
who  had  shown  a  disposition  to  support  the 
present  i^abinet,  were  bound  in  honour  and 
conscience  to  see  that  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion should  be  plainly  and  unequivocally 
brought  forward  as  a  government  measure ; 
and  he  now  called  on  the  first  lord  of  the 
Treasury  to  speak  out  plainly  on  the  sub- 
ject this  very  evening ;  and  he  hoped  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  instead  of  con- 
tinuing to  temnorize  and  to  pare  down 
principle,  woula  bring  the  system  to  a 
final  issue.  This  was  but  fair ;  and  he 
would  continually  call  upon  the  right  hon. 
gendeman  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  final 
issue. 

Sir  F.  Burdett,  in  explanation,  said,  he 
had  not  stated  that  the  concession  of  the 
Catholic  question  was  a  sine  qua  wm ;  but 
had  only  expressed  his  hope,  that  the  pre*- 
sent  cabinet  would  adopt  measures  to 
insure  the  tmnquillity  of  Ireland,  and 
follow  a  course  corresponding  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  public  mind  in  England ;  and 
it  was  in  that  hope  that  he  supported  the 
present  administration. 

Mr.  O.  Dawson  said,  he  was  quite  con- 
vinced that  in  the  whole  of  this  business 
the  gentlemen  who  had  formerly  sat  on 
the  opposition  benches,  and  who  had  now 
joined  the  ministry,  had  only  done  so  from 
a  wish  to  occupy  the  ministerial  station 
and  authority  [a  laugh].  He  himself  did 
not  regret  that  he  had  quitted  the  service 
of  the  Crown,  since  he  had  done  so  for 
the  reasons  which  had  been  so  ably  and 
eloquently  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  and  who  had  most  honour- 
ably preferred  the  support  of  his  principles 
to  the  retaining  of  the  high  situation 
which  he  had  held.  The  hon.  baronet 
had  expressed  his  hope  that  the  Catholic 
question  would  be  carried  by  means  of  the 
present  cabinet;  and  it  was  his  duty, 
entertaining  the  opinions  which  he  pro- 
fessed, and  of  those  who  along  with  him 
held  those  opinions,  to  insist  that  the 
cabinet  shoula  propose  the  granting  of  the 
Catholic  claims  as  a  government  measure ; 
otherwise  the  hon.  baronet  and  his  friends 
would  be  parties  to  the  basest  coalition 
that  ever  was  formed  [hear !  and  a  laugh]. 
He  repeated,  that  they  would  be  parties  to 
oneof  the  basest,  one  of  the  most  unnatural, 
coalitions  that  this  country  had  ever  wit- 
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nessed ;  and  would  exhibit  the  grossest 
abandonment  of  principle  [another  laugh]. 
He  was  not  to  be  put  down  by  laughing 
and  sneering,  and  called  upon  the  Speaker 
to  enforce  order  in  the  Houae.  He  insisted 
that  unless  the  hon.  baronet  and  his  friends 
would  cause  the  Catholic  question  to  be 
brought  forward  as  a  govemment  measure, 
there  never  was  such  a  base  coalition  formed 
for  party  purposes.  He  asked,  whether 
the  concession  of  the  Catholic  claims  was 
to  be  brought  forward  ?  since,  if  it  was  not, 
there  never  was  such  a  compromise  of 
principle.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  public 
press  nad,  by  a  kind  of  fatality,  supported 
the  first  lord  of  the  Treasury  m  the  whole 
of  this  busmess.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
entire  prop  was  corrupted-— corrupted  to 
the  very  core — corruption  had  stifled  the 
public 'Voice,  and  prevented  the  expression 
of  the  public  opinion ;  but  though  the  press 
was  silent,  the  voice  of  individuals  was 
BOt.  He,  as  an  individual,  would  raise  his 
voice  to  state  facts  which  had  come  to  his 
knowledge,  and  which,  if  true,  would  place 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  in  an  embarrassing  situation 
— circumstances  on  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  bound  to  give  the  House  a 
clear  explanation.  It  had  been  stated  by 
the  highest  authority  in  the  country,  that 
the  new  cabinet  would  not  change  the 
course  of  policy  pursued  by  the  late  one, 
and  that  the  majority  of  that  cabinet 
would  be  essentially  Protestant,  and  adverse 
to  the  Catholic  question.  But  now  it 
appeared  that  was  not  the  case.  What, 
then,  would  the  country  think  of  such 
conduct?  What  would  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  think,  but  that  emancipation 
would  be  instantly  conceded,  when  they 
saw  nine  members  of  the  cabinet  out  of 
twelve  in  favour  of  the  measure  ?  If  this 
should  be  the  feeling  of  the  Catholics  of ' 
Ireland,  what  would  be  the  feeling  of  the 
Protestants  of  Ireland,  who  had  learned 
that  the  majority  of  the  cabinet  was  to  be 
Protestant — ^when  they  were  informed, 
that  the  only  advocate  for  Protestant 
principles  in  the  cabinet  would  be  lord 
Bexley,^  who  had  given  up  place,  and 
taken  it  back  again,  and  in  whom  he  as  a 
Protestant,  could  have  no  trust  ?  Would 
the  Protestants  of  Ireland  depend  on  lord 
Lyndhurst;  who,  after  having  the  other 
day  made  a  speech  from  the  pamphlet  of 
Dr.  Philpott,  afterwards  gave  his  aid  to  a 
<»binet  m  which  the  princiides  of  that 
•P«ech  must  be  outyoted  ?    No,  the  Pro. 
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testants  in  Ireland  had  no  confidence  id 
either  of  them,  and,  least  of  all,  would 
they  enlist  themselves  under  the  banners 
of  lord  Lyndhurst.  What  would  the  Pro- 
testants of  England  think,  when  they 
heard  it  stated  on  authoritv*  that  the  arch-> 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  bishop  of 
London,  had  informed  the  assembled 
bishops  at  Lambeth,  that  they  understood 
from  the  king,  that  his  opinions  on  the 
Catholic  question  were  unchanged— 
stronger,  in  fact,  than  his  father^s  opinions 
were  when,  in  1806,  he  gave  that  memorable 
answer  to  Mr.  Fox.  If  this  was  not  true, 
it  could  be  contradicted  by  the  rieht  hon. 
gentleman.  His  majesty  said  to  &e  arch* 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  bishop  of 
London,  that  before  he  took  the  corona- 
tion oath — [here  there  was  a  cry  of  cider !} 

The  Speaker  said  that  for  many  reasons 
it  was  extremely  difficult  for  him  to  know 
whether  he  steered  the  proper  course  on 
this  occasion;  but  it  was  necessary  he 
should  call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  mem* 
ber  to  the  fundamental  principle  of  aU 
their  debates,  that,  neither  directly  nor 
indirectly,  the  name  of  the  Crown  should 
be  used  to  sway  the  discussions  of  the 
House,  or  influence  its  decisions. 

Mr.  O,  Dawson  resumed.  When  he 
was  interrupted,  he  was  making  a  state- 
ment relative  to  one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  important  questions  that  could  en* 
gage  the  attention  of  parliament,  and 
which,  indeed,  involved  the  nature  and 
essence  of  the  constitution  itself.  He 
was  justified,  he  contended,  in  giving  his 
opinion  as  to  the  formation  of  the  new 
government.  The  House  had  been  called 
upon  by  an  hon.  baronet  to  support  the 
new  government,  because  that  govemmeot 
entertained  a  certain  opinion  upon  that 
great  question.  He  therefore  said,  that  if 
the  hon.  baronet  acted  upon  this  convic- 
tion, and  was  correct  in  doing  so,  his 
majesty  and  his  njew  ministers  were  at  ya* 
riance  in  their  opinions  upon  that  great 

Suestion ;  and  the  House  had  a  ri^t  to 
emand  some  explanation  frosn  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, before  they  were  required  to  g|ive 
their'  support  to  any  set  of  men  calling 
themselves  his  majesty's  ministers.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  he  could  in  a 
more  orderly  manner  have  stated  the  fhct, 
that  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  had  de* 
clared,  that  the  coronation  oath  stood  in 
the  way  of  any  concession  to  the  Catholica^ 
on  the  part  of  a  certain  distuguishfld 
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•onage.  Now,  if  that  was  the  case,  and 
the  ministers  knew  that  such  was  the  opi- 
nion of  their  xoyal  master  [order !  chair, 
chair !] — ^he  begged  pajdon  if  he  was  out 
of  order,  but  he  did  not  see  that  he  was. 
He  said  again,  that  if  to  this  day,  the 
basis  on  which  every  government  had  been 
formed  was  laid  with  reference  to  the  de- 
cided objection  known  to  exist  in  a  cer- 
tain high  quarter  to  the  Catholic  claims — 
and  if  it  was  true,  as  was  commonly  re- 
ported, that  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
andthe  bishop  of  London  haid  told  the  assem- 
bled prelates  at  Lambeth,  that  that  objec- 
tion still  continued  in  unabated  force,  the 
rijg^t  hon.  gentleman  was  called  upon  to 
give  some  explanation  to  the  House,  not 
only  respecting  the  stipulation  on  which 
lie  had  accepted  oflBce,  but  as  to  his  own 
intentions  with  regard  to  that  great  ques- 
tion, before  the  House  could  feel  in  a  con- 
/dition  to  support  him.  As  to  himself,  it 
was  a  matter  of  little  consequence  whether 
he  supported  the  government  or  not  [a 
laugh].  The  junction  of  the  whigs,  if  it 
had  any  effect  on  him,  would  only  tend  to 
make  him  more  decisive  in  his  opposition. 
But,  he  maintained,  that  the  House  ought 
not  to  be  satisfied  with  such  explanations 
as  might  arise  incidentally  in  the  debates 
that  were  likely  to  take  place.  They 
ahould  ask,  at  once,  fairly  and  openly, 
what  was  to  be  the  pubbc  expectation 
with  respect  to  this  measure  ?  If  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  should  be  de- 
luded by  the  prospect  held  out  to  them 
by  those  now  m  power,  and  any  criminal 
jexcesses  should  follow,  he  should  hold  the 
present  government  and  the  ministers  of 
the  Crown,  and  them  alone,  responsible, 
for  every  calamity  that  might  overtake 
that  country,  and  be  thereby  entailed  upon 
this.  He  would  once  more  repeat,  before 
he.sat  down,  that  an  explanation  was  ne- 
cessary, and  he  trusted  it  would  be  ample 
and  explicit. 

Mr.  Brougham  then  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : — I  rise  under  the  pressure 
of  no  inconsiderable,  no  ordinary  anxiety, 
to  address  myself  to  the  House;  and,  per- 
mit me  to  add,  in  the  present,  no  ordinary, 
atate  of  the  government,  to.  the  country 
also,  on  the  subject  of  this  conversation. 
I  should,  perhaps,  have  done  so  after  my 
lion,  friena,  the  member  for  Westminster, 
had  spokm,  in  order  to  prevent  some  sen- 
ttmentt  which  he  uttered  from  being  mis- 
Jindatstood ;  but  having  waited  toh«ur,  as 
I  dai  with  some  surprise,  the  speech  of 


the  hon.  baronet,  the  member  for  Somer- 
setshire, and  stUl  more  that  of  the  late 
under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home  de* 
partment,  which  I  heard  with  increased 
astonishment,  I  can  no  longer  defer  the 
performance  not  only  of  the  duty  I  owe  to 
myself  as  an  humble  individual  in  this 
House,  but  of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to 
those  friends  with  whom  it  has  been,  and 
still  continues  to  be,  my  pride  and  pleasure 
to  act,  since  my  first  entrance  into  parlia- 
ment. The  hon.  gentleman  who  last  ad- 
dressed the  House  made  an  appeal  perso- 
nal to  myself  in  an  especial  degree.  He 
was  considering  the  state  of  the  new  ad- 
ministration, as  he  is  pleased  to  term  it, 
and  the  principles  that  have  presided  in 
the  reconstruction  of  the  ministry ;  and  he 
discovered,  it  seems,  especially  after  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  friend,  the  member  for 
Westminster,  that  there  can  have  been  no 
earthly  motive  for  the  change  of  position 
which  we  have  assumed,  except  the  desire 
we  must  have  to  participate — I  do  not 
know  whether  he  said  in  the  emoluments 
of  office ;  but  if  he  did  not  say  it,  more 
sordid  ^natures  would  understand  him  to 
mean  it — at  all  events,  in  the  patronage 
and  power  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
below  me,  now  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury. To  whomsoever  that  observation 
may  be  intended  to  apply,  be  it  a  sober 
theory  of  the  hon.  gentleman's,  founded 
on  a  reason,  according  to  his  mode  of  rea- 
soning ;  or  a  sarcasm,  the  first  birth  of 
wit  in  an  ex-officer  of  the  Crown,  less  ac- 
customed heretofore  to  indulge  in  sneers 
than  in  silent  votes  [order,  order !] — there 
are,  it  appears,  some  gentlemen  whose 
idoas  of  justice  would  be  well  satisfied  to 
hear  the  charge,  but  who  refuse  to  listen 
to  the  defence  [cheers].  Whatever  may 
be  my  difference  or  agreement  with  the 
government  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
of  which  I  am  disposed  to  augur  favour- 
ably, I  trust  at  any  rate,  that  his  govern- 
ment will  not  be  conducted  in  this  House 
on  principles  that  would  sanction  so  griev- 
ous a  departure  from  the  justice  due  to 
every  inaividual  [cheers].  I  say,  then, 
that  to  whatever  member  or  part  of  the 
House  the  observation  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man mav  apply — to  me,  in  my  situation, 
application  it  can  have  none.  I  never 
dreamed  of  taking  office  under  the  pre- 
sent arrangement.  I  am  much  more  cer- 
tainly and  inevitably  out  of  office,  and 
out  of  office  am  more  likely  to  continue, 
than  even  the  hon.  gentleman  himself  [a 
P2 
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laugh].  But  because  I  support  thiis  go- 
vernment, though  I  go  no  further,  I  ain 
to  be  charged  with  having  acceded  to  an 
unnatural  coalition.  I  am  to  be  told,  there 
has  been  a  monstrous  and  unnatural  alli- 
ance formed  between  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman below  me,  and  those  friends  with 
whom  I  have  had,  and  still  have,  the  hap- 
piness and  honour  of  acting.  An  unna- 
tural alliance — because  there  are  points 
of  difference  whicti  should  have  eternally 
forbade  the  junction  !  an  unnatural  alli- 
ance— because  we  have  differed,  and  par- 
ticularly of  late  years,  on  all  the  most  ma- 
terial questions  of  internal  and  foreign  po- 
licy !  an  unnatural  alliance  —  b^use, 
since  the  death  of  lord  Londonderry,  we 
have  been  striving  to  rivet  fast  to  the 
chariot  wheel  of  the  Holy  Alliance  the 
triumphant  fortunes  of  Great  Britain ! — 
[hear] — an  unnatural  coalition,  because 
we  have  been  amongst  those  whd  have 
been  the  staunchest  Mends  to  the  liberal 
svstem  of  commercial  policy  adopted  by 
that  ministry :  because,  amongst  others, 
I  myself  have  been  the  constant  supportei 
of  those  free  doctrines  in  trade,  which 
were  afterwards  received,  sanctioned,  and 
carried  into  practice,  by  men  more  en- 
lightened ana  of  far  more  political  weight 
than  myself  1  An  unnatural  coalition, 
undoubtedly,  because  we  have  constantly 
differed  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as 
to  the  internal  policy  of  the  empire ;  be- 
cause we,  forsooth,  have  ever  disputed  with 
him,  as  to  that  great  comer  stone,  the 
mode  fitting  to  be  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  sister  kingdom  of  Ireland 
[cheers].  Look  over  all  the  great  political 
questions  that  divide  some  men,  and  ap- 
proximate others  at  the  present  day. 
Travel  with  your  eyes  over  the  affairs  of 
Europe,  or  across  the  Atlantic,  and  see 
the  dawn  of  liberty  in  South  America, 
where  millions  are  blessing  the  grateful 
light,  while  the  hearts  of  millions  in  this 
country  are  beating  in  unison  with  theirs, 
yet  rejoicing  in  their  new-bom  freedom 
[cheers].  Whether  we  look,  I  say,  to  the 
east  or  the  west,  to  America  or  to  Europe, 
to  our  domestic  policy,  or  questions  of 
trade,  or  the  improvement  of  our  mercan- 
tile system,  or  to  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  country — ^the  very  last  subject  on 
which  I  gave  the  feeble  aid  of  my  voice  to 
government,  thou^  the  late  Under  Secre- 
tary was  then  silently  voting  on  the  same 
tide  [a  laugh] — surveymg  dl  those  great 
questions  which  divide  men  in  their  opi- 
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nions,  and  animate  conflicting  parties  and 
rival  statesmen,  I  can  conscientiously  de<» 
dare,  that  passing  them  all  in  review,  i 
cannot  discover  one  single  tenet  or  senti-* 
ment,  nay,  one  solitary  feeling  which^ 
practically  speaking,  has  inflnenoed  tiie 
councils  of  his  majesty's  government,  dur- 
ing the  last  three  or  four  years,  and  whidi 
did  not  find  in  my  opinion,  a  firm  sapport^ 
and  in  my  feelings  a  faithfhl  echo  f^eiera]* 
There  was,  indeed,  one  point,  m  those 
days,  in  which  I  d^ered  finom  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  As  to  one  question,  one 
practical  view  of  the  state  of  afiiedrs,  1 
could  not  coincide  with  him«  When  I 
saw  a  cabinet  formed  of  Statesmen  vp* 
pearing  outwardly  to  act  together,  but 
whose  opinions  on  the  greatest  question 
of  all  not  merely  discorded,  but  difiered 
widely  as  the  poles  asunder ;  when  I  sinr 
the  opinions  of  one  Secretary  of  State,  as 
evidenced  by  his  vote  and  his  spt^tehes^ 
opposed  by  another  Secretary  of  State  ;-^ 
when  I  saw  the  government  in  such  a  state 
as  the  late  Secretaiy  for  the  Home  De- 
partment has  manfully,  and  honourably  to 
himself,  and  satisfactorily  to  this  Hovae 
and  to  the  country,  described — a  state  in 
which  he  found  himself  chiefly,  i£  not 
singly  opposed  to  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Canning)  so  painfully  situated,  that 
he  had  almost  resolved  to  retire  a  year  or 
two  ago  from  his  majesty's  service ; — ^whea 
the  government  was  in  this  state,  I  coidd 
not  give  it  a  more  regular,  constant,  and 
therefore,  valuable  support  I  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  so, — ^barred  out  mm 
the  very  attempt — because  I  could  not 
lend  my  assistance  to  a  government  to 
constituted  as  to  command  respect  from 
no  thinking  man ;  and  in  which,  from  ita 
very  construction,  it  was  utteriy  impoesi*' 
ble  that  the  interests  of  the  public  sertice 
could  be  consulted  [cheers].  This  im«> 
pediment  has  been  removed  by  the  ie« 
tirement  from  office  of  those  who  weoe 
the  principal  elements  of  this  opposi- 
tion in  the  king's  councils.  I  wish  ti 
speak  with  unfeigned  respect  of  the 
noble  lords  and  right  hon..  gentlonen 
who  have  lately  retir^  from  the  public  aep> 
vice.  With  refi;ard  to  the  right  hou.gesde* 
man  who  has  addressed  the  Housethiseven- 
ing,  I  am  particularly  anxious  to  express 
myself  in  those  terms  of  high  personal  re- 
spect which  I  feel  towards  him.  I  sirnl 
not  now  be  accused  of  paying  my  court  to 
that  individual,  if  I  speak  my  frul  opinkMi 
of  his  merits.    It  may  not  be  foigottoi  by 
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the  Hoiite — ^not  became  any  thing  done 
by  io  inconsidenibie  a  peraon  as  myself  is 
likely  to  dwell  in  their  memory,  but  as  con- 
nected with  passages  in  the  righthon.gentle- 
nuun'sUfe  worthy  to  be  recollected — ^that  if 
lh«e  was  one  individual  in  this  House,  to 
whom  on  this  side  (I  at  that  time  sitting 
on  die  other  side),  it  was  my  misfortune, 
certainly  not  his  fault,  to  be  opposed  in  a 
more  personal  manner  than  another,  it 
was  that  right  hon.  gentleman.  But  can- 
dour, and  truth,  and  justice,  compel  me 
to  say,  that  the  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducted himself  was  not  only  at  all  times 
above  all  censure,  but  such  as  places  him 
above  the  possibility  of  suspicion,  even 
by  the  most  ingenious  malice  of  his  worst 
enemy,  if  he  had  one  [cheers].  Feeling 
the  good  accomplished  by  the  moderate, 
Ational,  and  wholesome  steps  taken  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Criminal  laws — those  great 
reforms,  projected  by  that  excellent  man, 
air  S.  Romilly,  who  was  not  spared  to 
witness  the  triumph  of  his  principles,  and 
more  recently  supported  with  surpassing 
eloquence  and  ability,  by  an  hon.  friend 
^str  J.  Mackintosh),  whom  indisposition 
now  keeps  from  bis  place  in  parlia- 
ment I  regard  it  as  none  of  the  least  evils 
resulting  from  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
Catholic  question,  that  that  circumstance 
alone  deprives  the  government  and  the 
country  of  that  right  hon.  gentleman's  ser- 
vices [hear,  hearl]« — I  would  add  one 
word  respecting  this  great  question.  Base 
conduct  has  been  imputed  to  his  majesty's 
government,  and  those  who  have  joined  it, 
in  plain,  undisguised,  and  therefore  to  me, 
I  confess,  more  palatable,  because  more 
intelligible,  language,  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last.  [Some  friend 
whispered  to  Mr.  Brougham].  Well : 
the  hon.  gentleman,  then  be  it.  Nobody 
will  mistake  me.  My  friends  are  afraid 
that  I  shouki  seem  to  confound  the  late 
right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  with  the  hon. 
Under  Secretary.  There  is  no  danger  of 
confusion  in  this  case  [a  laugh].  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Peel)  used  no 
8uch  terms  as  those  of  ''base  conduct" 
and  "  unnatural  coalition ;"  and  if  1  read 
his  character  aright,  he  is  incapable  of 
feeling  the  sentiments  which  would  give 
^ise  to  that  plain  and  honest  language. 
But,  Sir,  I  say  there  is  no  baseness  m  this 
coalition,  if  there  be  no  fraud  practised  on 
the  parties  to  this  alliance.  I,  for  one,  do 
not  look  to  see  the  Catholic  question  made 
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a  cabinet  measure.  I  have  no  such  ex- 
pectation. I  look  to  its  being  served 
and  advanced  by  the  mode  in  which  the 
cabinet  has  been  remodelled  [cheers].  I 
look  to  the  ultimate  good  to  be  obtained 
for  Ireland,  if  it  be  pursued  prudently, 
discreetly,  practically,  witli  a  just  estimate 
of  all  the  prodigious  difficulties  which  yet 
stand  in  the  way,  and  which  seem  even  to 
accumulate  round  our  steps  as  we  approach 
the  desirable  goal.  The  very  statements 
wehave  heard  this  evening  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Dawson) — for  I  under* 
stood  enough  of  his  allegory  to  compre* 
hend  what  he  alluded  to,  and  which  may, 
I  fear,  be  all  perfectly  correct — shew  that 
these  difficulties  are  increasing  rather  than 
diminishing.  Heartily  and  zealously  de- 
siring the  welfare  of  Ireland,  and  the  ac* 
complishment  of  the  wishes  of  all  Catholic 
Ireland,  and  of  a  great  part  of  Protestant 
Ireland  too— for,  permit  me  to  say,  that 
all  the  Irish  Protestants  are  not  on  one 
side,  and  all  the  Irish  Catholics  on  the 
other — I  am  anxious,  in  the  first  place,  for 
the  removal  of  all  causes  of  internal  dis- 
agreement and  jealousy.  It  is  notorious, 
that  in  the  last  division,  which  postponed 
the  hopes  of  the  Irish  Catholics  for  an- 
other year,  a  vast  majority  of  the  Irish 
members,  who  are  all  by  law  necessarily 
Protestants,  voted  for  emancipation.  But, 
let  me  at  the  same  time  give  forth  a  warn- 
ing to  the  Catholics  themselves,  an  admo- 
nition to  their  advocates  in  this  House, 
and  this  salutary  advice  to  their  friends 
generally:  Let  them  not  at  this  critical 
moment  [cheers  from  the  Opposition 
benches,  echoed  still  louder  from  the  Mi- 
nisterial side] — let  them  not,  I  repeat,  at 
this  critical  moment,  to  please  their  bitter 
enemies,  play  the  game  of  the  party  of 
the  quadrant  of  this  Houses  who,  already 
in  expectation  of  success  of  their  shallow 
device,  suffer  it  too  plainly  to  appear,  by  those 
signs  and  gestures  and  articulate  sounds,  by 
which  they  make  themselves  understood, 
though  they  seldom  deal  in  articulate  lan- 
guage [cheers].  Let  them  not,  I  conjure 
them,  gratify  the  member  for  Somerset- 
shire (sir  Thomas  Lethbridge),  whose  posi- 
tion is  at  this  moment,  I  should  say,  but 
for  the  abundance  of  my  respect  for  him, 
absolutely  grotesque.  Long  may  he  oc- 
cupy it !  As  the  hon.  member  for  York- 
shire wished  the  late  right  hon.  Secretary 
of  State,  I  wish  the  hon.  baronet  constant 
health  and  an  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
that  bench  which  he  now  so  peculiarly 
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adoras  [a  laugh].  But  I  counsel  him  to  1 
beware  of  speaking.  It  is  a  dangerous 
employment  of  the  property  of  the  mind. 
Let  him  use  what  he  has  warily  and  wisely. 
Let  him  vote  as  much  as  he  pleases ;  but 
let  him  be  cautious  how  he  commits  him- 
self to  the  more  arduous  duty  of  talking. 
His  position  this  evening  struck  me  as  pre- 
eminently ludicrous,  and  almost  induct  me 
to  call  it  b^  the  appellation  that  properly 
belongs  to  it.  He  was  placed,  it  evidently 
appeared  between  two  equal  and  opposite 
sets  of  motives,  each  of  similar  powers,  at- 
tracted as  it  were,  like  a  certain  animal, 
)>y  two  bundles  of  hay  [a  laugh]  ;  so  the 
honourable  baronet  hardly  knew  whether 
to  support  the  sovereign  who  was  com- 
pelled, by  the  retirement  of  his  ministers, 
to  exercise  his  prerogative,  and  call  others 
to  their  places,  or  those  who  had  endea- 
voured to  embarrass  the  government  by 
their  sudden  haste.  I  trust  he  will  take 
the  constitutional  course  on  the  present 
occasion ;  and  he  may  be  assured,  when  I 
tell  him,  that  there  is  not  in  any  question, 
in  or  out  of  the  cabinet,  the  shadow  of  an 
intention,  all  at  once  to  alter  the  policy 
that  has  been  pursued  for  many  years  with 
regard  to  the  Catholic  claims,  and  now, 
for  the  first  time,  to  make  it  a  cabinet 
question.  But,  will  nothing  but  the  en- 
tire destruction  of  the  new  administration 
satisfy  the  hon.  baronet  ?  I  speak  as  a 
bystander  [a  laugh].  If  he  is  not  satisfied 
with  my  relative,  lord  Bexley,  is  the  new 
lord  chancellor  nothing  ?  Is  he  no  secu- 
rity ?  Did  he  not  hear  the  speech  of  that 
noble  and  learned  lord,  on  the  last  debate 
in  this  House,  when  I  was  sitting  a  hum* 
ble  member  of  that  body  of  which  the  hon. 
baronet  is  now  the  distinguished  leader  ? 
[cheers  and  laughter.]  There  are,  at 
least,  those  two  members  of  the  cabinet 
opposed  to  the  Catholics ;  to  say  nothing 
of  a  third.  But  with  respect  to  that 
great  question,  I  will  say,  that  who- 
ever advises  any  man  to  stir  it  by  any 
means  out  of  this  House,  or  to  bring  it 
forward  again  this  session,  in  which  the 
sense  of  the  House  has  already  been  de- 
clared against  it,  that  man,  I  say,  will  not 
further  the  interests  of  Ireland  or  of  the 
Catholics.  Nor  will  he  do  his  duty  with 
regard  to  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  or 
the  peace  of  her  government ;  but  he  will 
shew  himself  the  worst  enemy  of  the  mo- 
mentous interests  he  pretends  to  uphold, 
snd  make  himself  a  blind  tool  in  the  hands 
of  the  member  for  Somersetshire  [cheers 
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and  laughter].  That  the  progress  of  that 
question  may  be  accelerated,  is  m^  most 
anxious  desire ;  and  to  it  I  have  long  directed 
my  attention  and  devoted  my  talents.  As 
it  is  the  custom  to  talk  of  sacrifices,  I  may 
mention  mine.  I  have  quitted  a  situatioa 
in  this  House  which,  considering  the  influ- 
ence of  opinion  and  feeling,  was  in  the 
highest  degree  grateful  to  me;  and  ia 
which  I  was  surrounded  and  (if  it  may  be 
permitted  me  to  say  so)  supported,  by  one 
of  the  largest,  the  most  important,  the 
most  honourable,  and,  now  I  may  say  it, 
for  I  was  privy  to  all  their  councils,  and 
my  motives  cannot  be  suspected,  the  most 
disinterested  Opposition,  that  ever  sat 
within  the  walls  of  this  House  [cheers]  ; 
men  who  supported  what  they  deemed 
right,  though  it  kept  them  out  of  power; 
and  confirmed  their  adversaries  in  office , 
and  who  persevered  in  that  course  year 
after  year,  without  a  possible  hope  of  be- 
nefit ever  accruing  to  themselves  [cheers]. 
I  have  quitted  that  honourable  and  emi* 
nent  situation,  enough  to  gratify  the  am- 
bition of  the  proudest  of  men,  on  an  ex* 
press  stipulation,  which  utterly  excludes 
the  possibility  of  m^  taking  office  [cheers]. 
I  have  done  so  deliberately  and  advisedly. 
I  shall  be  sufficiently  gratified  in  watching 
the  progress  of  those  opinions  to  which  I 
am  attached,  both  as  to  our  foreign  and 
domestic  policy ;  including  with  the  rest^ 
the  Irish  question,  but  not  giving  it  a  pro- 
minence  which  would  render  it  exclusive, 
and  impede  its  success  by  making  it  un- 
popular in  this  country,  by  arousing  the 
religious  jealousy  of  the  people.  When  I 
say  that  I  have  not  become  a  party  to  any 
arrangements  with  regard  to  office,  I  wisk 
it  to  be  understood,  however,  that  the 
union  which  has  taken  place  between  par- 
ties lately  divided  will  have  my  cordial 
and  uniform  support.  My  taking  office 
would  have  stood  in  the  way  of  those  ar- 
rangements ;  and  I  therefore  at  once  vo- 
luntanly,  and  without  waiting  for  a  sugges- 
tion from  any  one,  resigned  all  my  clums 
to  office.  It  is  unpleasant  to  be  forced  to 
dwell  on  matters  that  are  wholly  personal 
to  one's  self;  but,  as  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man most  truly  stated  this  night,  the  cha- 
racter of  a  public  man  belones  to  his 
country ;  and  to  this  country  he  ought 
not  to  be  slow  in  furnishing  the  means  of 
properly  estimating  his  motives. 

Mr.  Canning  rose,  under  evident  emotioD» 
and  spoke  nearly  as  follows  : — 

Sir,  it  would  be  uncourteous  to  th^ 
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HouMy  and  unconrteous  to  mj  right  hon. 
friend,  were  I  to  allow  this  opportunity  to 
pass  without  expressing,  in  as  few  words 
as  possible,  the  sentiments  which  his 
speech  has  excited — I  should  rather  say 
confirmed — in  my  mind;  and  although, 
perhaps,  I  might  not  have  risen  for  the 
express  purpose  of  doing  so,  yet,  as  there 
have  been  calls  on  me  from  different  parts 
of  the  House,  and  as  I  am  quite  prepared, 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  to  answer 
those  questions,  I  hope  satisfactorily,  I 
certainly  shall  not  fail  to  express  the 
pleasure  I  have  received  from  hearing 
ithem. 

To  beg^n  with  the  more  agreeable  part 
of  my  task,  the  speech  of  my  right  hon, 
friend,  I  shall  confirm  the  greater  pait  of 
that  speech.  I  can  bear  testimony  that, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  discussions 
that  have  taken  place  since  parliament  was 
adjourned,  I  have  kept  up  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  most  constant  and  confi- 
dential intercourse ;  and  throughout  have 
I  found  in  him  the  same  candour  and 
siacerity,  and  the  expression  of  the  same 
just  feelings,  and  a  uniform  exhibition  of 
the  same  high  principle,  to  which  he  has 
laid  claim  in  the  address  which  he  has 
this  night  delivered.  I  assure  the  House 
that  they  much  mistake  the  position  in 
which  I  have  the  honour)  to  stand, 
yrho  believe  that  position  to  be  one  of 
gratified  ambition,  or  as  conveying  the 
feeling  of  unallayed  satisfaction. —  From 
the  beginning  of  these  discussions,  I  fore- 
saw— both  of  us  foresaw — that  they  must 
terminate  in  a  separation ;  which  I  hope 
to  God  may  be  only  for  a  time  1  Had  the 
question  been  merely  between  my  right 
hon.  friend  and  myself,  and  had  it  been  to 
be  decided  by  his  retirement  or  by  mine,  1 
do  most  solemnly  declare  it  should  have 
been  decided  by  the    latter    alternative 

(hear,  hear!]  Sir,  my  right  hon.  friend 
lad  the  courtesy  to  state  to  me  yesterday, 
his  intention  of  making  some  explanation, 
or  statement,  to  the  House  on  the  present 
occasion.  I  had  therefore,  the  opportunity 
— for  which  I  thank  him — of  doing  that 
without  which  I  should  never  have  been 
able  to  address  the  House  with  satisfaction 
to  myself — of  asking  his  Majesty's  gracious 
permission  to  state  such  passages  in  the 
late  discussions,  as  might  be  necessary  to 
explain  my  conduct.  I  know  not  whether 
the  House  will  be  surprised  to  hear — my 
oght  hon,  friend  will  not,  for  I  have 
yfieady  stated  it  to  him— that  when  I  was 
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first  called  upon  by  his  Majesty  for  advice, 
in  the  critical  situation  in  which  the 
government  was  placed  —  aware,  for 
wh^  should  I  disguise  the  fact  ? — of  his 
Majesty's  individual  opinions,  I  counselled 
him  to  make  the  government  conformable 
to  those  opinions.  That  counsel  neces- 
sarily involved  my  own  retirement,  and 
that  retirement  would  have  been  made 
with  a  much  more  cheerful  heart,  and  a 
more  confident  assurance,  from  the  position 
in  which  it  placed  me,  than  I  have  had  at 
any  subsequent  stage  of  these  transactions. 
Sir,  in  offering  my  advice  to  his  Majesty 
to  constitute  a  government  opposed  to  my 
opinions,  I  begged  leave  to  withdraw 
myself,  as  I  could  not  form  a  part  of  such 
a  government.  Now,  Sir,  why  did  I  do 
this  ?  I,  who,  as  the  House  may  do  me 
the  honour  to  remember,  have  always 
defended,  and  still  continue  to  defend, 
the  existence  of  an  Administration  divided 
in  opinion  upon  the  Catholic  question.  I 
will  tell  the  House  my  reason  ror  so  doing, 
in  order  to  put  an  extinguisher  upon  mis« 
construction  as  to  my  real  motives.  Not 
many  months  ago,  from  quarters  which  I 
will  not  name,  strenuous  advice  was  ad- 
dressed to  his  Majesty,  to  place  his  go- 
vernment on  a  footing  of  unanimity,  with 
respect  to  the  Cathohc  question ;  and  that 
unanimity  to  be  one  of  uniform  opposttioa 
to  that  question.  Lord  Liverpool,  to 
whom  this  advice  was  communicated,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  was  addressed 
to  his  Majesty  in  a  letter  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, stated  first,  that  having  been  one 
of  the  original  authors  of  a  govern- 
ment divided  in  opinion  on  that  ques- 
tion, he,  for  one,  never  could  consent  to 
become  a  member  of  agovemment  modelled 
upon  the  principle  of  exclusion.  Lord 
Liverpool  also  added,  that  as  he  was 
called  upon  to  give  his  advice  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, he  must  say,  that  in  his  opinion,  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  accomplish 
the  formation  of  such  a  government.  I 
say,  therefore.  Sir,  that  when  I  found 
myself  placed  under  the  necessity,  as  a 
counsellor  of  the  Crown,  of  advising  his 
Majesty  to  attempt  the  formation  of  such 
a  government,  it  was  not  for  me  to  estimate 
the  difficulties  of  the  task — it  was  not  for 
me  to  take  the  place  of  those  counsellors 
who  counselled  the  necessity  of  such  a 
course,  and  point  out  how  difficulties 
might  be  surmounted  or  objections  over*, 
come.  It  was  not  for  me,  I  say,  to  pomt 
out  how  it  might  be  done;  but  I  could 
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not  disguise  it  from  myself,  as  I  had  felt  it 
my  duty  not  to  dii^ise  it  from  my  Sove- 
reign, that  although  the  formation  of  such 
a  ministry  was  a  work  of  very  great  diffi- 
culty, it  was  not  a  task  of  absolute  im- 
practicability [hear,  hearl].      Now,   for 
what  reason  that  advice  was  not  acted 
upon ;  by  whose  advice  or  by  what  counsel 
-it  was  determined  to  abandon  that  course, 
I  do  not  know— «nd  more  than  I  know  I 
will  not  state — but  from  the  time  when  I 
first  saw  the  kin^,  and  gave  the  advice  I 
have  described,  down  to  the  period  when 
his  Majesty  came  to  town,  I  had  no  know- 
ledge, of  any  certainty,  that  the  advice  I 
gave  had  not  been  adopted.  So  far,  there- 
fore,  from  seeking  or  soliciting,  as  the 
hon.  gentleman    charges    me,    the    post 
which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  hold, 
I  withdrew  myself  altogether  from   any 
participation    in    the    arrangements,     in 
order  that  the  experiment  which  was  said 
to  be  so  loudly  called  for  by  the  country 
might    be  fairly  tried — that    experiment 
which    was    alluded   to,   and  sought  to 
be  enforced,  by  the  abortive  motion  of 
the     hon.     member     for     Somersetshire 
(sir  T.  Lethbridge).     I   mean  not,  how- 
ever,   to    be    guilty    of   any    incivility; 
but  I  repeat,  that  I  withdrew,  in  order  to 
have  that  experiment  fully  and  fairly  tried ; 
and  1  declare  to  God  that  there  vras  no- 
thmg  at  that  moment  nearer  to  my  heart, 
than  that  my  stepping  out  of  the  way  might 
remove  every  obstacle  to  that  triai  [hear, 
hear !].     But,  Sir,  when  it  was  distmctly 
stated  to  me,  that  such  an  administration 
could  not  be  formed,  and  when  I  received 
his  Majesty's  commands  to  model  a  govern* 
ment  on  the  same  principle  as  that  of  lord 
Liverpool,  of  which  I  had  been  a  member, 
nothing,  I  conceived,  could  possibly  remain 
but  to  construct  a  government   of  the 
divided  character  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
upon  the  subject  of  Catholic  emancipation^ 
with  the  necessary  consequence,  that  the 
questien  of  the  removal  of  Catholic  dis- 
abilities should  not  be  made  a  measure  of 
the  cabinet.     But  then,  with  the  proposal 
to  form  a  government  upon  that  principle 
— ^upon  the  very  principle  of  my  preae- 
cessor— came  a  new  question — a  question 
which  at  once  involved  the  point  of,  who- 
ther  I  was  to  remain  in  the  situation  to 
which  I  had  been  raised,  disgraced  in  my 
own  opinion,  and  discredited  in  the  eye  of 
the  country,  or  whether  I  was  to  receive 
from  the  hands  of  my  tovereign,  undimin- 
ished and  unincumbered,  that  inheritance  I 
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which  a  dreadful  misfortune — for  dreadlal 
I  may  indeed  call  it — had  cast  upon  his 
disposal.      Now,  what  was  it  I  proposed  ? 
What  was  it  I  had  in  command  to  do 
in  the  reconstruction  of  the  government  ? 
To  form  a  ministry  upon  the  principle  of 
lord  Liverpool's  administration.    That  the 
government  should  even  consist  of  the  very 
same  individuals,  I  am  sure  I  had  no  objec- 
tion.   But,  what  was  proposed  to  me? 
That  I,  having  his  Majesty's  conunands  to 
form  a  government  upon  the  very  sbsm 
principles  as  those  of  my  lamented  prede- 
cessor, should  place  at  the  head  of  that 
government  another  person,  holding  mom 
the  subject  of  the  Roman  Catholic  claims 
lord   Liverpool's  opinions   [hear,    hear]? 
Now,  what  was  it  I  was  desired  to  sanction 
by  the  adoption  of  that  course  ?    What 
principle  is  it  I  was  called  upon  to  admit  ? 
Why,  I  was  desired  plainly  to  say,  that  J, 
holding  the  opinions  I  have  repeatedly 
avowed  myself  to  hold  upon  the  Catholic 
question,    am   thereby  disqualified  fipom 
being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment [cheers].    I  was  called  uppn  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  the  face  of  the  country,  that 
1,  forming  an  administration  upon  tbeprin-- 
ciples  of  lord  Liverpool — that  u,  of  divided 
opinions  on  the  Catholic  clainis,  wai^— 
from  the  yer^  holding  of  a  difiemt  and 
divided  opinion— disqualified  from  taldng 
the  highest  office   in    that   govemmeut 
[cheers].    I  will  retire  altogether  and  (br 
ever  from  public  life ;  I  will  betake  oaysetf 
to  the  furthest  boundary  of  the  earth,  and 
into  perpetual  banishment ;  I  will  reaigii 
any  and  every  hope  of  office — ^for  I  caie 
nothing  for  office — ^but  I  will  not  di^;raee 
myself,  by  consenting  to  sanction  a  priii«» 
ciple  which  could  only  bring  degrsdatiMi 
to  those  who  must  become  3ie  sutgect  of 
such  an  exclusion  upon  account  of  their 
opinions  [hear,  hear !].    To  thatprinciple. 
Sir,  I  repeat  I  could  not  submit.    I  would 
rather  have  quitted  office  a  thousand  times 
— I  would  rather  be  proscribed  and  perse- 
cuted by  all  who  are  disposed  to  proscribe 
and  persecute  for  opinions — ^than  live  to  be 
^ecrated  to  all  futurity,  for  having,  in  ny 
person,  fixed  such  a  blot  upon  the  cause  of 
those  who  thought  that  every  man  was 
free  to  hold  opinions,  although  he  might 
not  be  able  to  persuade  others  to  mlopC 
them  [cheers]. 

I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  vindicated  my* 
self  from  the  charges  brought  against  md 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  satisfied  the 
House  that  I  am  not  so  much  possessed 
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with  the  spirit  of  overleaping  embitioD,  as 
that  hon.  gentleman  would  have  them  be- 
lieve. My  first  desire  was  to  quit  office 
altogether.  I  had  no  objection  to  act  again 
with  the  members  of  the  old  government, 
but  never  could  I  accept  of  any  place  under 
it,  short  of  that  place  to  which  I  might 
have  aspired,  if  m^  sentiments  had  been 
adverse  to  Catholic  emancipation.  But 
did  this  rule  of  conduct  necessarily  produce 
the  consequences  to  which  my  ngnt  hon. 
fiiend  (Mr.  Peel),  and  another  hon. 
gentleman,  in  coarser  language,  alluded ; 
namely,  that  the  government  of  my  sug* 
gestion  must  consist  of  Catholics?  Cer- 
tainly not.  I  have  been  taunted,  and  in 
no  obscure  terms,  with  something  like  a 
breach  of  faith  with  my  Sovereign,  for  not 
proposing  some  plan  which  would  embrace 
an  equal  portion  of  both  sides  in  the  ad- 
ministration. The  late  under-secretary, 
who  made  this  imputation,  does  not  happen 
to  be  well-informed  on  this  subject.  In 
fact,  1  did  make  such  a  proposition,  and 
1  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  reduce  it 
to  practice.  But,  Sir,  was  it  my  fkult  that 
OD  the  12th  of  April,  when  I  went  to  the 
chamber  of  my  Sovereign,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  proposing  a  plan  of  arrangement 
which  should  embrace  all  the  members  of 
lord  Liverpool's  government,  and  embrace, 
theiefore,  an  equality  of  Protestant  and 
Catholic  votes,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  a 
prepon^rance  of  Protestant  votes  in  the 
cabinet,  the  extraordinary  coincidence  oc- 
curred--I  by  no  means  wish  to  call  it  a 
concert — of  his  Majesty  receiving,  at  the 
same  moment,  in  the  chamber,  the  resigna- 
tions of  six  Protestant  members  of  that 
administration  [I  call  them  Protestant  only 
in  the  parlance  of  this  House].  Observe, 
Sir,  the  charge  against  me  is,  that  I  have 
organized  a  government  all  Catholic,  as  to  its 
views  upon  that  question,  having  promised 
to  form  one  that  shouhl  be  half  and  half; 
and  my  hon.  accuser  sinks  the  indisputable 
fact,  that  the  Protestant  half  of  theadroinis- 
tration  withdrew  themselves.  1  thmk  it  is 
rather  too  hard  to  charge  that  resignation 
upon  their  parts,  as  a  breach  of  faiUi  upon 
mine  [here  Mr.  Peel  suggested,  that  all  the 
resignations  were  not  Protestant;  there 
was  one  Catholic,  lord  Melville].  I  bee 
pardon.  Sir;  I  have  unwillingly  included 
m  the  number  of  these  resignations  my 
lord  Melville,  and  am  wdl  reminded  that 
we  have  been  told,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, that  his  resignation,  also,  was  upon 
the  ground  of  the  Catholic  questionj  of 
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which  he  has  always  been  a  supporter.  Lord 
Melville's  resignation  I  did  not  mean  to 
include  in  this  enumeration ;  so  that,  in- 
stead of  six,  I  should  have  said  five,  Pro- 
testant resignations.  However,  five  Pro- 
testant resignations,  at  all  events,  came 
into  the  king's  hands,  withm  twenty-four 
.hours ;  and  thus,  five  of  the  members  on 
whom  I  had  reckoned  for  the  new  cabinet, 
were  at  once  withdrawn ;  and,  upon  this 
statement,  I  i%ain  ask  the  House,  whether 
it  is  fair  to  impute  to  me  a  wilful  non-exe- 
cution of  the  orders  of  my  Sovereign,  in  the 
formation  of  that  cabinet  [hear,  hear]. 

But,  Sir,  did  the  matter  rest  here? 
About  the  middle  of  Thursday — I  believe 
it  was  on  a  Thursday  that  the  House  ad- 
journed— about  two  nours  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  House,  and  after  I  had  given 
directions  to  move  a  new  writ  for  my  re- 
turn, I  received  these  resignations.  Upon 
receiving  them,  I  said'  to  my  Sovereign, 
<<  Here,  Sire,  is  that  which  disables  me 
from  executing  the  orders  I  have  received 
from  you,  respecting  the  formation  of  a  new 
administration.  It  is  now  open  to  your 
Majesty  to  adopt  a  new  coarse,  for  no  step 
has  yet  been  taken  in  the  execution  of  those 
orders  that  is  irrecoverable ;  but  it  becomes 
my  duty  fairly  to  state  to  your  Majesty, 
that  if  I  am  to  go  on  in  the  position  where 
you  have  been  pleased  to  place  me,  my 
writ  must  be  moved  for  to-aay ;  for  if  we 
wait  until  the  holidays,  without  adopting 
any  definitive  steps,  i  see  that  it  is  quite 
hopeless  for  me  to  attempt  to  persevere  in 
the  objects  I  have  undertaken.'*  I  cannot 
repeat  to  the  House,  the  words  in  which 
my  Sovereign  graciously  replied  to  this  re- 
presentation, but  I  may  state  that  he  was 
pleased  to  give  me  his  hand  to  kiss,  and 
confirmed  me  in  the'office  to  which  I  had 
been  named  [loud  cheers]. 

These,  then,  Sir,  are  the  steps  which  I 
really  have  taken ;  these  are  the  means  by 
which  I  have  been  placed  in  the  station  I 
at  present  fill.  I  have  meddled  not  with 
the  conduct  or  the  motives  of  any  other 
man.  I  have  already  expressed  my  une- 
quivocal, unqualified,  approbation  of  the 
course  pursued  by  ii)y  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Peel),  and  of  the  candour  with  which 
he  has  declared  himself  on  that  point* 
What  have  been  the  principles  of  conduct 
of  others  among  my  late  colleagues,  for 
the  best  of  reasons,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say ;  for  really  I  do  not  know  them.  That 
conduct  I  can  only  view  by  its  results; 
results  which  have  been  assuredly  most 
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painful ;  and  I  may  truly  say,  to  me/  as 
painful    as,  in  almost  •every  instance — 
eveiy  instance  I  do  not  say,  for  I  sedu- 
lously except  my  right  hon.  friend — they 
were  wholly  unexpected.     Sir,  I  really 
knew  not  in  what  way  I  had  sinned  in  the 
eyes  of  my  late  colleagues — ^those  other  of 
my  colleagues,  1  should  rather  say— that 
they  should  decline  acting  with  me.    I  had 
never  offended  them  intentionally,  nor  do 
I  know  that  I  had  ever  excited  among  them 
unwittingly  any  feeling  so  hostile  or  per- 
sonal to  me,  as  to  be  at  all  likely  to  lead  to 
such  a  result.    Between  my  right  hon. 
friend  and  myself,  it  is  almost  unnecessary 
for  me  to  observe,  that  upon  every  subject, 
in  every  discussion  I  can  call  to  mind,  upon 
all  great  questions  of  foreign  or  domestic 
policy  and  legislation — this  one  unhappy 
question  of  Catholic  emancipation  excepted 
'^--there  has  been  that  sort  of  general  agree- 
ment, that  I  do  not  believe  &ere  exists  the 
individual  with  whom  my  opinions  are  in 
more  complete  accordance — [loud  cheers] 
-^-and    I    do    think    that    hardly    any 
greater  calamity  could  have  befallen  the 
country,  than  my  right  hon.  friend's  seces- 
sion firom  office,  not  only  as  respects  his 
administration  pf  the  Home  Department, 
but  as  regards  the  important  share  which 
he  has  so  long  taken  in  the  great  councils 
of  the  country,  and  the  share  that  is  still 
open.to  him,  and  still,  I  trust,  to  be  filled 
by  him,  in  the  general  discussions  of  this 
House.    But  as  to  others  of  my  late  col- 
leagues, I  am  not  prepared  to  express  an 
opinion   on .  the    proceeding    they    have 
adopted,  because  of  its  motives  I  am  not 
aware.    So  far,  indeed,  as  I  had  reason  to 
know  any  thing  of  their  dispositions  in  re- 
lation to  myself — I  speak  now  more  parti- 
cularly in  reference  to  the  line  of  foreign 
policy  which  I  have  pursued,  as  being  that 
department  of  the  government  with  which 
I   was  more  immediately    connected — I, 
understood  that  my  official  conduct  had 
received    their   unqualified    approbation. 
Both  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  the  two  Houses 
of  parliament,  they  expressed  such  favour- 
able opinions;   nor  can  I  charge  myself 
with  having,  by  any  measures  of  my  own, 
produced  intentionally  anv  such  change  in 
those  opinions  as  should  have  led  to  this 
unwillingness  on  their  parts  to  continue  to 
act  with  me.    As  I  am  resolved  not  to  say 
any  thing  which  may  be  called  unkind,  I 
have  abstained,  therefore,  in  what  I  have 
said,  from  stating  any  thing  more  than  how 
I  am  situated  with  respect  to  my  late  col- 
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leagues,  and  how  I  came  to  be  so  [hear, 
hear !]. 

There  were,  however,  one  or  two  topics 
adverted  to  by  my  .right  hon.  friend,  upon 
which  he  must  allow  me  to  make  one  or 
two  observations ;  not,  as  I  can  most  cor- 
dially assure  him,  with  any  hostile  or  un- 
pleasant feeling ;  but  that  I  may  set  myaelf 
right  upon  points  touching  which  he  has 
proceeded  rather  upon  a  mistake,  than 
from   any  intentional   misrepresentation. 
My  right  hon.  friend,  .when  he  addressed 
the  House,  said,  how  was  it  possible  not 
to  perceive,  that  without  my  doing  any 
thing  active  in  the  cause  of  the  Catholics, 
without  my  moving  even  a  finger  in  their 
support,  my  mere  existence  in  my  present 
position,  and  the  absence  of  those  otheis 
— for  whose  absence,  be  it  recollected,  I 
am  not  responsible — must  be  taken  as  a 
moral  promotion  of  that  question  upon 
which  we    have    been    hitherto  divided 
[cheers].     Sir,  1  cannot  possibly  deny  the 
truth  of  that  observation  [cries  of  hear  !]• 
It  is  literally  true ;  and  any  one  who  will 
take  the  trouble  to  put  that  question  and 
that  answer  together,  must  find  in  the 
answer  a  reply  to  the  taunts  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Somerset  (sir  T.  Lethbridge), 
when  speaking  of  the  support  which  the 
late  opposition  have  declared  their  inten- 
tion to  bestow  upon  the  present  adminis- 
tration.   That  opposition  have  declared 
their  intention  to  support  me.    And  why  ? 
Because  they  see   the  very  same   thing 
about  to  come  to  pass  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman — that  without   stirring,  as   I 
have  said,  a  single  step  in  the  advocacy  of 
the  cause  they  have  espoused,  my  mere 
existence  where  I  am  is  an  unquestionable 
advance  of  their  object  [hear,  hear !].     If 
it  be  so,  as  it  is  I  cannot  help  it.    1  am 
ready  to  anticipate  the  advantages  which 
it  confers.     But  surely  my  right   hon. 
friend  is  not  prepared  to  contend,  that  a 
reason  which  has  been  good  for  him  is  bed 
for  them.     Surely  he  is  not  disposed  to 
contend,  that  if  he  was  justified  in  resignin|^ 
his  situatioh  because  he  thought  the  Ca- 
tholic cause,  which  he  opposes,  received 
an  impulse  by  my  advance,  others  are  not 
equally  justified  in  saying,  that  they  will 
support  me,  because  the  question  which 
they  support  has  received  that  impulse 
[cheersj.    If,  therefore,  the  Catholic  cauae 
receives    a  support  not  by  any  of  my 
endeavours,  but  merely  from  the  effect  of 
an  impulse  created  by  my  situation,  surely 
I  cannot  help  the  consequences;  and  I 
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ean  only  olj,  ia  reply  to  the  taunts  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  (sir  T.  Lethbridge),  upon 
the  subject  of  the  support  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, that  I  trust  they  will  upon  those  sub- 
jects afford  me  the  support  which  I  may 
be  found  to  deserve,  tempered  only  by  that 
degree  of  difference  which  may  be  found 
to  exist  between  us  [hear,  hear !]. 

How,  I  would  ask,  does  the  Catholic 
question  stand  now  ?    I  say,  it  stands  pre- 
cisely as  it  did  b  the  year  1812 — ^that  is, 
in  a  particular  part  of  the  year  1812 — for 
there  is  a  difference.  M^  right  hon.  friend, 
in  adverting  to  that  pomt,  did  not  suffici- 
ently distinguish  one  part  of  that  year  from 
the  other^  and  by  that  means  created  an 
apparent  inconsistency.  It  is  very  tiresome 
to  refer  to  books  in  discussions  of  this  kind ; 
and  not  being  anticipating  the  necessity 
of  consulting  them  on  this  occasion,  I  did 
not  bring  them  down  with  me ;  but  in  con- 
sequence of  my  right  hon.  friend's  speech, 
I  have  sent  for  them,  and  I  can  now  refer 
to  them.     My  right  hon.  friend  says,  that 
in  a'  debate  which  took  place  on  the  25th 
of  May,  1812,  in  assigning  my  reasons  for 
not  joining  lord  Liverpool's  government  at 
that  time,  I  stated,  that  I  should  be  coming 
into  a  cabinet  that  would  smother  my  own 
opinions,  or  that  I  used  expressions  to 
that  effect,  and  yet,  that  on  the  22nd  of 
June  of  the  same  year,  I  brought  the  Ca- 
Iholic  question  into  this  House,  and  carried 
it  by  a  great  and  extraordinary  majority. 
-This  is  vety  true.     But,  did  nothing,  Sir, 
intervene  between  the  25th  of  May  and 
the  22nd  of  June,  to  cause  the  change  to 
which  my  right  hon.  friend  alludes?  Was 
there  no  alteration  in  the  condition  of  the 
government,  and  the  feeling  of  parliament 
uDon  that  subject,  during  this  interval? 
Yes :  for  on  the  25th  of  May,  which  was 
shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Perceval, 
lord  Liverpool  came  to  me,  \o  propose  to 
me  to  become  a  member  of  administration. 
What  passed  on  this  subject,  gentlemen 
will  be  pleased  to  remember,  was  published, 
together  with  all  the  negotiations  entered 
into  on  that  occasion,  and  having  been  so 
recorded,  they  cannot  have  been  since 
altered,  to  answer  a  temporary  purpose.  It 
appears  by  this  book,  diat  the  first  question 
I  asked  lord  Liverpool  was,  **  whether  the 
opinions  and  policy  of  the  government 
were  to  be  considered  altogether  unchanged, 
touching  the  laws  affecting  the  Roman 
Catholics  Y'  Lord  Liverpool  answered,  that 
his  own  opinions  upon  those  matters  un- 
doubtedly remainea  unaltered,  and  he,  was 
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not  a*ware  that  those  of  his  colleagues  had 
experienced  any  change.    Now,  here.  Sir, 
I  pause,  to  ask  what  was  the  condition  in 
which  the  Catholic  question  stood  then  ? 
At  the  period  of  the  unrestricted  regencyi 
Mr.  Perceval  invited  into  his  government, 
lord  Sidmouth  and  lord  Castlereagh  ;  and 
in  the  very  first  debate  upon  this  question 
which  took  place  in  this  House,  after  that 
junction,   Mr.  Perceval  and  lord  Castle- 
reagh both  declared  themselves,  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion,  inimical  to  the 
agitation  of  the  question  at  that  oppor- 
tunity.     Lord    Castlereagh    said  —  the 
House  will  observe,  that  it  was  upon  Mr^ 
Grattan's  motion,  in  April,  1812 — "with 
respect  to  the  vote  I  shall  give  to-night» 
my  right  hon.  friend  has  clearly  stated, 
that  the  cabinet  intimates  an  opinion,  that 
the  propriety  of  further  concessions  to  the 
Catholics  could  not  now  be  agitated,  nor 
any  inquiry  be  gone  into  at  present  on  the 
subject   of  the  disabilities  affecting  his 
majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  be- 
laud, with  advantage  to  the  empire,  or  a 
due  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  community 
at  large."    Why,  then.  Sir,  the  footing 
upon  which  the  cabinet  then  stood,  in 
respect  of  the  Catholic  question,  was  one 
of  general  resistance  to  it ;    and  in  ;the 
government  itself,  there  was  a  jomt  deter- 
mination to  act  upon  that  authority.     It 
was  in  this  state  of  things,  that  on  the  25th 
of  May,  1812,  I  refused  to  job  in  lord 
Liverpool's  arrangements,  and  I  gave  him 
my  reasons  for  not  doing  so,  which  wera 
involved  in  that  determination  on  the  part 
of  the  cabinet.     But  what  happened.  Sir, 
in  the  mean  time,  between  May  the  25th, 
and  June  the  22nd  ?    Why,  that  in  June, 
lord  Castlereagh  came  down  to  this  House, 
and  being  questioned   by  the  hon.  Mr. 
Spencer  Stanhope,  whom  many  gentlemen 
round  me  will  remember — as  to  l^e  footing 
.on  which  the  Catholic  question  was  then 
to  stand  (this  was  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Perceval),  lord  Castlereagh  said,  "  it  was 
so  far  changed,  that,  whereas,  up  to  that 
period,  the  cabinet,  though  consisting  of 
members  who  were  actuated  by  different 
opinions  on  the  subject,  had  yet  all  con- 
curred in  resistance  to  it ;  they  were  now 
not  only  to  speak,  but  to  vote,  if  they 
thought  proper,  in  pursuance  of  those  re- 
spective opinions."    Then,  I  contend.  Sir, 
that  between  these  two  periods  of  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  spoken,  the 
cabinet  itself  was  changed  in  its  character, 
as  regarded  this  question.  It  was  changed. 
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by  being  put  upon  that  independent  foot- 
ing, on  which  my  right  hon.  friend  and 
myself  have  voted  in  it  together,  for  so 
many  years.  Did  this  altered  condition 
pf  circumstances  effect  no  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  Catholic  question? 
Assuredly,  it  did ;  and  I  well  recollect  its 
being  hailed  by  Mr.  Grattan,  and  many 
Others,  who  voted  with  him,  as  a  most  im-* 
portant  accession  to  that  cause ;  and  the 
proof  of  the  fact  is,  that  my  motion  was 
carried  by  a  triiimphant  majority. 

Now,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  sufficiently  ex- 
plained the  difference  which  had  arisen 
between  the  two  periods  in  question  as  to 
this  important  subject,  and  as  to  my  views 
ppon  it.  I  think,  therefore,  I  have  shown, 
that  there  was'  no  inconsistency  in  my 
conduct  between  May  and  June ;  for  it  is 
fully  explained  by  the  change  of  circum- 
stances which  took  place.  I  certainly 
opposed  the  agitation  of  the  question,  so 
long  as  the  government  was  united  to 
oppose  it,  but  when  every  member  of  the 
government  was  at  liberty  to  express  his 
opinions,  I  supported  it.  Upon  the  25th 
of  May  I  made  a  speech  in  this  House,  and 
I  have  not  the  vanity  to  think  that  that 
speech  produced  the  result  which  follow- 
ed; but  three  weeks  after  this,  the  conver- 
sation took  place  between  Mr.  Spencer 
Stanhope  and  lord  Castlereagh,  to  which 
I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  here  read  the 
following  passages  from  the  Parliamentary 
Debates : — 

''Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  a  question  to  the  noble 
lora  opposite.  He  wished  to  know  if  it 
was  intended,  on  the  part  of  the  present 
ministers,  that  the  same  policy,  in  every 
respect,  should  be  observed  by  them,  in 
reference  to  the  Catholic  question,  which 
has  been  observed  by  the  administration 
under  the  conduct  of  a  late  right  hon. 
gentleman  ? 

''Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  he  felt 
some  difficulty  in  answering  the  question 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  literally,  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  new  ministry  not  having  b^n 
yet  fully  completed.  But  as  to  the  spirit 
of  the  question,  he'  thought  he  coula  be 
more  satisfactory.  He  could  say  this, 
from  his  knowledge  of  those  employed  in 
forming  that  administration,  that,  generally, 
their  sentiments  remained  the  same.  Upon 
a  former  occasion,  they  had  thought,  in- 
clusive even  of  those  who  were  favourable 
to  the  measure,  that  the  present  was  not 
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the  time  for  discussing  the  question ;  and 
in  still  thinking  so,  the  recent  decisions  of 
parliament  formed  a  leading  consideration 
m  influencing  the  adoption  of  that  opinion. 
The  sense  of  parliament  having  been  at 
least  for  the  pr^nt,  definitively  pro* 
nounced,  they  thought  that  any  immeoiate 
revived  discussion  would  only  create  irri-> 
tation,  without  being  productive  of  any 
thing  useful.  He  was  aware,  however,  of 
the  growing  change  in  favour  of  those 
claims ;  and  in  submission  to  that  change, 
and  the  real  sentiments  of  x^rtain  members 
of  the  government,  it  bad  been  resolved 
upon  as  a  principle,  that  the  discussion  of 
this  question  should  be  left  free  from  ail 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  government^ 
and  that  every  member  of  that  government 
should  be  left  to  the  free  and  unbiassed 
suggestions  of  his  own  conscientious  dis- 
cretion." Here,  then,  it  is  evident,  that  a 
complete  change  was,  at  that  time,  con- 
sidered to  have  occurred,  between  the  25tb 
May  and  the  25th  of  June  1812,  in  the 
opinions  of  the  government.  At  the  former 
period,  the  cabinet  were  all  united  in 
resistance  to  the  Catholic  question ;  at  the 
latter,  it  was  to  be  left  open  and  free  to 
the  unbiassed  discussion  of  all  or  any  of 
the  members  of  that  cabinet. 

But,  to  come  to  the  present  condition  of 
that  question—-!  Say  again,  that  it  remains 
under  this  government  in  precisely  the 
state  it  was  truly  described  to  be  in  by 
lord  Castlereagh  in  1812;  and  precisely 
as  it  has  been  since  repeatedly  described 
by  myself;  in  short,  as  it  was  described 
by  me  to  be  in  1825,  in  a  debate  which 
took  place,  in  the  month  of  March,  upon 
the  state  of  Ireland  ;  and  in  the  very  last 
debate,  in  the  same  year,  upon  Cadiolic 
emancipation.  On  that  occasion,  I  per- 
ceive I  used  these  words :  "  He  held  him- 
self as  perfectly  free  as  any  other  member 
of  that  House,  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
upon  that  great  national  question,  and  as 
such  to  give  it  his  support,  reserving  to 
himself  the  right  of  selecting  the  time 
when  he  was  to  give  that  support,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  to  be  afforded,  ac- 
cording to  his  judgment  of  the  degree  of 
success  which  was  likely  to  attend  such  aa 
exertion."  Those  were  the  words  which  I 
used  then,  and  my  opinions  are  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  changed.  Such  was  the 
footing  upon  which  this  question  stood 
when  I  was  the  colleague  of  my  right  hon. 
friend ;  and  on  that  same  footing  it  staads 
now.    Let  it  be  observed,  therefore,  by 
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those  with  whom  I  have  formerly  acted, 
and  from  whose  objections  on  ibis  occasion 
I  do  not  shrink,  howerer  the  acknowledg- 
ment I  have  made  may  be  attempted  to 
be  converted  into  matter  of  opposition  to 
vs,  that,  with  those  who  form  the  present 
cabinet — and  some  of  whom  formed  ps^rt 
of  the  last — the  Catholic  question  now 
stands  on  the  same  ground  as  it  stood  on 
under  lord  Liverpool's  government.  That 
is,  it  is  a  question  which  each  member  of  the 
government  is  at  liberty,  if  he  pleases,  to 
propound  to  parliament ;  but  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  government  shall  so  bring  it 
forward  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  he 
is  distinctly  to  state,  that  he  does  it  in  his 
individual  capacity  only,  and  not. as  pledg- 
ing his  colleagues  to  his  own  opinions  on 
the  subject.  This,  Sir,  is  the  position  of 
the  Catholic  question  now;  it  is  the  same 
in  which  it  has  now  stood  for  fifteen  years 
inwhichitwasplacedinl812;  itisthesame 
successively.  That  it  should  remain  in 
this  state  has,  1  know,  been  ol^ected  to  by 
many ;  but  if  I  consider  the  state  of  the 
country  at  large — the  inclination  of  men's 
minds  upon  the  subject  in  England,  as 
well  as  in  Ireland — and  the  infinite  diffi- 
culties which  surround  the  attempt  at  pre- 
sent to  alter  that  state— it  is,  in  my  judg* 
ment,  and  in  my  conscience,  I  believe  it 
to  be,  the  oi^y  rooting  upon  which  it  can 
at  present  be  safely  left.  And  if  there  be 
any  who  would  seek  to  put  forward  the 
question  beyond  that  point,  and  who  hope  to 
suxomplish  their  object,  by  a  premature 
exertion  of  power  on  the  one  hand ;  or  if 
there  be  others  who  would  not  hesitate  to 
etifie  all  just  and  natural  expression  of 
feding  or  opinion,  at  the  risk  of  a  national 
convulsion,  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  not 
of  their  number,  and  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared for  the  convulsion  either  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland  poud  cheers].  I  would 
not  raise  hopes  which  I  do  not  see 
any  imaoediate  meana  of  realizing.  In 
making  this  observation,  I  am  not  speak- 
ing of  the  moral  accomplishment  of  those 
hopes,  but  of  excitine  expectations  without 
having  good  grouncb  to  anticipate  then* 
immediate  or  speedy  fulfilment.  I  re- 
member too  well— and  but  a  short  memory 
indeed  is  reqmred  for  that  purpose — ^how 
much  has  been  uttered  in  the  way  of  com* 
plaint,  in  the  debates  of  this  House  upon 
the  Catholic  question,  about  things  beine 
•aid  and  done  in  Ireland,  Uiat  had  raisea 
expectations  which  ought  not  to  have  been 
eicitedi  unless  the  anthoiities  firom  whom 
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those  acts  and  declarations  emanated, 
were  prepared  to  follow  them  up.  Now, 
Sir,  it  is  precisely  because  of  my  not  being 
at  present  prepared  to  follow  them  up^ 
that  I  will  not  raise  such  expectations. 
Much  and  cordially  as  I  agree  with  those 
who  view  the  measure  of  emancipation,  as 
calculated  to  tranquillize  Ireland;  I  yet 
estimate  very  highly  the  degree  of  passive 
resistance  to  it,  which  exists  in  this  coun* 
try.  I  would  not  run  against  the  feelings 
any  more  than  I  would  against  the  interest 
of  England.  But  if,  looking  to  the  duu* 
racter  and  extent  of  that  resistance,  I  am 
asked  whether  I  despair  of  the  ultimate 
success  of  the  question,  I  answer,'  that  I  da 
not  despair  that  the  good  sense  of  the  Eng- 
lish people,  after  a  candid  discussion  and 
repeated  consideration  of  it,  in  spite  of 
mere  fiu:tious  resistance]  to  the  claims 
themselves,  will  ultimately  concede  those 
claims.  I  say,  I  think,  Sir,  the  time  will 
come  when  well-meaning,  and  conscien* 
tious,  and  intelligent  people,  now  among 
the  most  strenuous  ana  most  honest  o[^)o- 
nents  of  this  great  measure,  will  look  back 
with  a  degree  of  surprise,  and  almost  in- 
credulity, at  the  opposltkm  which  they 
have,  up  to  that  time,  manifested  to  it. 
But,  though  I  thank  this,  1  am  not  ore- 
par^  to  run  counter,  in  the  mean  tmie, 
to  those  feelings.  A  single  week  of  peaca 
in  England,  is  worth  a  much  larger  portion 
of  time  devoted  to  the  accomplishment  oC 
a  great,  but,  as  yet,  a  theoretical,  good  in 
another  portion  of  the  empire.  Thoi^  I 
thus  confidently  expect  the  dawn,  I  am  by 
no  means  prepared  to  hasten  it — though  I 
know  the  present  darkness  upon  the  sub* 
ject  (for  darkness  I  must  consider  it)  will 
be  succeeded  by  illumination  in  the  minds 
of  men,  I  am  disposed  to  watch  patiently 
the  progress  of  that  enlightenment.  This 
result  I  heartily  hope ;  but  I  will  not  en-n 
deavour  to  anticipate  it  by  any  attempt  to 
force  the  judgments  of  any  portion  or  ths 
community  [hear]. 

I  hope  I  have  now.  Sir,  given  to  honour^ 
able  gentlemen  every  necessary  explana* 
tion  upon  the  topk»  which  have  been  this 
night  referred  ta  *So  far,  as  I  am  aware, 
I  have  kept  nothing  back ;  but  when  I  am 
taunted  by  questions  such  as  that  which  an 
hon.  gentleman  has  pat  to  me,  whether 
I  do  not  know  that,  in  the  very  penetraiia 
of  the  royal  breast,  there  exists  feelings 
repugnant  to  the  Catholic  claims,  I  reply, 
that  I  would  venerate  in  that  illustrious  in- 
dividual, as  I  did  in  his  royal*  father,  the 
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tepugnant  feeliogs  which  actuate  him  on 
thn  auestion.  I  would  hurt  no  feelings, 
BM  I  nave  already  said,  of  that  nature. 
Bitl»  if  I  am  asked  by  that  hon.  gentleman, 
whether  I  think  the  Coronation  oath  is  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  concession  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown,  I  answer,  no  [hear, 
hear].  No  more  did  lofd  Liverpool — no 
more  did  my  right  hon.  friend  himself; 
and  if  the  time  should  ever  come  when  it 
may  be  necessary  to  argue  that  question, 
I  shall  derive  my  best  argument  for  the 
mw  I  take  of  that  point,  from  the  opi- 
nions which  have  already  been  addressed 
to  parliament  upon  the  subject  by  those 
mat  men.  Let  not,  then,  the  people  of 
England  be  led  away  with  the  notion,  that 
by  the  carrying  of  the  Catholic  question, 
the  peace  of  Ubeir  country  would  be  en- 
dangered. The  time  has  passed  when 
those  pernicious  influences,  which  have 
been  so  much  adverted  to,  could  be  any 
longei*  exercised,  by  the  Catholic  church, 
with  any  effecti  upon  its  security  or  its 
weUaie.  But,  does  the  hon.  gentleman, 
who  so  much  deprecates  all  discussion  of 
this  question,  imagine  that  it  can  be 
avoided  ?  Does  he  imagine  that  this  is  an 
ol^ect  of  political  necessity,  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  can  be  overlooked? 
Does  he  suppose  that  if  we  will  not  con- 
sider ^it  now,  it  is  a  question  that  will 
sleep  ?  The  question.  Sir,  may  sleep  for 
a  time,  but  it  is  that  sleep  from  which  it 
ivill  awake  with  renovated  strength,  to  the 
accomplishment  of  its  final  triumph.  Look- 
ing at  the  question  as  it  stands  now,  and 
judging  according  to  the  evidence  which 
presses  upon'  me,  I  cannot  conceal  from 
myself  the  fact,  that  it  has  gained  a  vast 
accession  of  force,  although,  God  knows, 
that  gain  was  not  of  my  seeking.  But  it 
was  not  gained  in  that  manner  which  could 
induce  me  to  force  it  upon  this  House, 
when  I  see  so  large  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity holding  a  contrary  opinion. 

I  am  not  conscious  that  I  have  omitted 
to  reply  to  any  of  the  matters  which  have 
been  suggested  to  me ;  but  if  I  have,  1 
shall  be  sincerely  obliged  to  any  querist, 
who  wil)  remind  me,  be  he  who  he  may, 
of  any  such  omissions.  I  trust  I  have 
succeeded  in  shewing  that  I  am  where  I 
have  the  honour  to  be — ^not  by  my  own 
seeking,  but  by  the  pleasure  of  my  Sove- 
reign. I  had  previously  made  arrange- 
'ments  for  an  administration,  under  which 
I  diottld  have  been  excluded  from  this 
situation.    That  plan  was  refused  by  those 
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whom  it  embraced,  and  another  prepared 
in  its  stead,  to  which  I  could  not  have  ac- 
ceded, without,  at  the  same  time,  record** 
ing  my  acknowledgment  that  the  opinioo* 
of  my  past  political  life,  upon  one  of  the  mosi: 
important  of  all  the  questions  which  I  have 
ever  been  called  on  to  consider,  furnished* 
a  justifiable  ground  for  my  exclusion  from- 
any  sort  of  participation  in  the  govern^ 
ment  which  this  latter  proposal  was  to  or- 
ganise. 

I  will  close  this  address,  Sir,  by  repeat- 
ing one  or  two  remarks  which  I  remember 
to  have  submitted  to  the  House  in  1822. 
I  was  then  appointed  to  a  post,  which  I 
owed  not  to  the  favour  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, but  to  the  commands  of  his  liila*^ 
jesty  himself ;  a  post  fraught  with  wealth, 
distinction,  and  honour.  From  this  post 
I  was  recalled  immediately  after  my  nooii- 
nation  to  it,  contrary  to  my  own  feeling 
and  wishes,  and  recalled  to  hold  office  m 
this  country.  I  made  the  sacrifice — ^to  a 
poor  man,  be  it  permitted  me  to  say,  no 
mdifferent  or  trivial  one — without  hesita- 
tion, and,  so  help  me  God  !  without  any 
stipulation.  But  if.  Sir,  when  that  pro« 
posal  to  take  office  was  made  to  me,  it 
had  been  accompanied — as  in  fairness  it 
should  have  been,  if  I  was  to  be  ousted 
on  account  of  the  opinions  that  have  sinoa 
been  excepted  against  me — with  this  sort 
of  intimation  from  the  ministers  who  re* 
called  me: — ''Though  we  call  you  into 
the  government,  because  your  services  are 
necessary  to  us,  yet  remember,  that  if  by 
any  unfortunate  chance,  the  highest  situa- 
tion in  that  government  should  become 
vacant,  and  should,  in  all  other  respects, 
be  eligible  for  a  peraon  holding  your  sitoa* 
tion  in  parliament  and  in  the  councils  of 
the  country — ^remember,  that  because  yo« 
support  the  Catholic  claims  you  are  to 
wave  all  pretensions  to  it."  If  their  pro- 
posal, I  say,  had  been  accompanied  wkh 
such  an  intimation,  I  would  have  turned 
that  proposal  back  with  the  disdain  and 
indignation  with  which  I  have  more  re- 
cendy  rejected  their  offer  to  serve  under  a 
Protestant  cabinet  (using  this  term  Protes- 
tant in  the  familiar  sense  only  in  which  we 
are  accustomed  to  use  it  in  discussions  of 
this  kind)  to  serve  under  the  same  meB« 
in  short,  on  a  condition  which  I  should 
regard  as  the  badge  of  my  Hdotism,  and  aa 
the  indelible  disgrace  of  my  political  ex- 
istence [loud  cheers]. 

Mr.  Peel^  in  explanation,  observed,  that 
what  he  had  alloded  to,  in  sayi^g^  that 
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the  positioQ  which  bis  right  hon.  friend 
occupied  in  1812  very  nearly  resembled 
that  in  which  he  (Mr.  Peel)  now  stood ; 
and  that  the  reasons  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  assigned  for  not  joining  the  govern- 
ment then  very  much  resembled  the  reasons 
^at  actuated  him  (Mr.  Peel)  in  seceding 
from  the  government  at  present — appeared 
to  have  been  a  little  misunderstood.  He 
had,  in  truth,  observed,  that  the  cabinet 
of  1812  was  founded  on  a  principle  of 
equality  and  perfect  fairness ;  seeing  that 
every  member  of  that  government  was  to 
be  at  Uberty  to  vote  on  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion accordmg  to  his  own  opinions  on  the 
matter ;  and  this  was  apparent  from  the 
course  of  conduct  pursued  by  the  late 
lord  Londonderry.  His  noble  friend,  on 
this  subject,  observed,  that  he  was  not 
demanding  securities,  for  he  had  the  votes 
against  him,  of  lord  Sidmouth  and  Mr. 
Perceval ;  and  finally,  it  appeared,  that 
the,  government  of  1812,  had  come  to 
exactly  the  same  conclusion  on  this  topic 
as  the  present  government.  Be  that  as  it 
intght,  there  was  one  part  of  his  right  hon. 
friend's  speech,  to  which  he  attached  much 
more  importance.  It  was  that  in  which 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  used  the  word 
^  coincidence,**  remarking,  in  a  tone  not 
to  be  misunderstood,  that  although  he  did 
not  impute  any  concert  to  the  parties,  yet, 
by  a  strange  '*  coincidence,''  six  Protestant 
resignations  were  put  into  his  hands  at 
once,  while  he  was  reporting  to  his  Majesty 
on  the  steps  he  had  been  takmg  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  |;ovemment.  Now,  it 
was  but  justice  to  £ose  honourable  men 
who  were  his  late  colleagues,  to  prevent 
any  such  imputation  from  being  fastened 
on  them.  If  those  resignations  were  all 
brought  in  upon  that  Thursday,  it  certainly 
would  have  been  a  most  unfortunate  coin- 
cidence ;  but  he  was  bound  to  say,  that 
such  was  not  the  fhct.  On  Wednesday, 
the  10th  of  April,  his  right  hon.  friend 
received  a  commission  to  concoct  his  new 
administration.  On  that  very  10th  of 
April,  in  the  evening,  he  saw  his  right 
hon.  friend,  who  said  to  him,  'M  am  afraid 
yon  are  not  prepared  to  give  me  any  other 
answer  than  that  which  you  have  already 
given  roe."  He  answered,  that  he  was 
not;  but  he  gave  in  no  resignation.  On 
'April  the  10th,  he  certainly  said,  it  was 
impossible  for  him,  he  thought,  to  job  a 
goveniment,  the  head  of  which  entertained 
friheiples  on  the  Catholic  question  so  dif- 
ferent from  his  own.    On  the  same  night, 
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the  lord  Chancellor  intimated  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  same  conviction.  Now,  he 
thought  that  the  lord  Chancellor  had  acted 
on  this  occasion  a  very  honourable  part; 
for  he  observed  to  him  (Mr.  Peel),  "  I 
have  long  sought  an  opportunity  to  resign. 
— My  time  of  life  has  made  it  necessary 
that  I  should  do  so.  A  new  event  has 
occurred,  that  enables  me  to  accomplish 
this  wish.  Whatever  my  opinions  may  be 
on  the  Catholic  question,  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary for  me  now  to  re-state  them ;  for 
the  question  is  merely  whether  I  must 
revoke  an  intention  I  had  previously  formed 
of  tendering  my  resignation,  or  go  on 
acting  with  a  minister,  who,  upon  that 
question,  is  most  decidedly  opposed  to 
me."  He  further  understood  the  lord 
Chancellor  to  say,  that  although  he  wa»' 
thus  desirous  to  resign,  he  was  disposed 
to  remain  in  office  for  some  few  weeks 
longer,  with  the  intention  of  delivering 
some  judgments  [a  laugh]. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  he  did  not  under- 
stand from  the  lord  Chancellor,  on  the 
evening  of  the  10th  of  April,  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  resign ;  and  he  assured  his 
right  hon.  friend,  that  he  had  received  the 
resignation  of  that  noble  lord  in  the  cham-- 
her  of  his  Sovereign  on  the  1 1th  of  April, 
along  with  the  other  resignations  to  which, 
he  had  adverted. 

Mr.  Peel^  adverting  to  the  shortness  of 
the  period  between  the  10th  of  April,  wheir 
these  intimations  upon  his  own  part  and 
that  of  the  lord  Chancellor  were  first  sig- 
aifiedy  and  the  12lh,  when  their  resigna-' 
tions  were  given  in,  observed,  that  that 
was  quite  enough  to  account  for  their  acci- 
dental delivery  at  the  moment. to  which- 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded.  I 
am  pretty  certain  (said  Mr.  Ped),  that 
the  letters  were  vnitten  on  the  11th  or 
12th.  Lord  Westmoreland's  letter  was 
dated  the  11th,  and  lords  Bathurst's  aiid 
Melville's  on  the  12th.  These  facts.  Sir/ 
1  think,  will  shew  that,  however  extraor- 
dinary the  coincidence  alluded  to  by  my 
right  hon.  friend,  the  time  was  too  short 
for  concert.  But,  whether  the  coincidence 
was  extraordinary  or  not,  I  pledge  my~ 
word,  bs  a  man  of  honour,  that  the  answers 
were  not  concerted  [hear,  hear],  and 
that  on  Thursday,  the  12th,  no  one  of  my 
colleagues  said  to  another  *^  my  answer 
shall  be  the  same  as  yours,"  or  entered 
into  any  communication  on  the  subject 
that  could  lead  to  a  concerted  arrange** 
ment,  or  imply  the  existence  of  any  doubt 
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or  coatingency  in  the  minds  of  partiefi 
[hear,  hear].  As  for  the  lord  Chancellor's 
decision,  what  could  be  more  natural  ?  It 
must,  indeed,  have  been  expected.  I  have 
heard  the  sarcasms  uttered  in  this  House, 
that  if  Catholic  emancipation  were  made 
a  point  in  the  formation  of  an  administra- 
tion, the  lord  Chancellor  would  accede  to 
it  rather  than  give  up  his  place ;  and  I  do 
think  it  a  little  hard,  now  that  be  adheres 
to  his  principles,  and  refuses  office  rather 
than  concede  ijiem,  that  he  should  be 
charged  with  joining  in  a  cabal  [heeur, 
hear].  Cabal,  I  do  declare,  there  was 
none.  It  ought  always  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  when  lords  Bathurst  and  Mel- 
ville found  that  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
the  lord  Chancellor,  and  myself,  had  al- 
ready retired  from  oB5uce,  they  might  sin- 
cerely doubt  whether  it  was  possible  that 
an  administration  could  be  formed  which 
would  maintain  the  principles  of  lord 
Liverpool.  It  appears,  indeed,  to  me,  by 
no  means  impossible  that  honourable  and 
conscientious  men  might  doubt  whether, 
under  such  circumstances,  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
it  was  at  all  likely  those  principles  would 
be  maintained.  I  did  not  see  the  letters 
until  after  they  were  written;  and  I  de* 
dare,  upon  my  honour,  that  I  do  not 
believe  they  were  concerted:  and  I  do 
hope  thftt,  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
there  may  be  as  to  the  motives  of  the  step 
taken,  it  will  be  considered  that  I  have 
vindicated  myself  and  my  colleagues  from 
the  charge  of  caballing*  against  our  Sove- 
reign. 

The  motion  for  the  new  writs  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  the  House  adjourned. 
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Wednesday f  May  2. 

This  day,  the  House  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment :  at  about  a  quarter  past  three 
o'clock,  the  lord  Chancellor  Lyndhurst 
(kle  sir  John  Copley),  arrived  in  state. 
He  was  introduced  by  lords  King  and 
Howard  de  Walden,  and  took,  the  oaths 
and  his  seat.  Viscount  Goderich  (late 
Mr.  RobinsQu),  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 
He  was  introduced  by  lords  Melville  and 
Dudley  and  Ward.  Lord  Plunkett  (late 
air  W.  Plunkett),  was  introduced  by  the 
marquis  of  Clanricarde  and  lord  Seaford. 
Lord  Tenterden  (kite  sir  C.  Abbott),  was 
introduced  l^  lords  Bexley  and  Kenyon, 
and  toA  the  oaths  and  his  seat.    His 


lordship  was  fdlowed  into  the  House  by 
all  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  practising  ia 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 

At  five  o'clock,  the  lord  Chancellor 
again  took  his  seat  on  the  woolsack,  and 
the  business  of  the  House  commenced* 
Here,  as  in  the  House  of  Commons  yes* 
terday,  most  of  the  Opposition  member* 
left  the  benches  which  they  had  been  so 
long  accustomed  to  occupy,  and  took  their 
seats  on  the  Ministerial  siae.  The  marquis 
of  Lansdown  and  lord  Holland  were  on  the 
ministerial  bench.  Earl  Grey  and  lord 
Ellenborough  remained  on  the  opposition 
side.  The  late  ministers  sat  on  the  cross 
benches. 

The  New  Administration— Expo- 
sition OF  THE  LATE  MlNISTEHS.]     Ear) 

Qroevenor  (who  spoke  from  the  ministerial 
side)  said,  that  he  had  two  petitions  to 
presept  to  their  lordships  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Claims.  On  pre^ 
senting  diese  petitions,  he  would  take  the 
opportunity  of  making  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  subject*  He  certainly  thought  tnat 
this  question  would  not  be  much  longer  a 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  their  k>rdt- 
ships.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that  the 
claf  ms  of  the  Catlu>lics  had  at  least  gataed 
something  by  the  change  which  had  takett 
placQ  in  the  government  of  the  country* 
Unfortunately,  however,  unfavourable  pre- 
judices still  existed  upon  the  subject,  fo 
Ireland  those  prejudices  were  almost  whoUjF 
removed ;  and  in  this  country  he  believed 
— indeed  be  knew — ^they  had  consideraUj 
diminished.  Still  he  thought,  notwitln^ 
standing  these  circumstances,  that  the 
question  of  the  Catholic  claims  should  not 
be  prematurely  pressed  forward;  and  he 
hela  this  opinion,  because,  as  the  countiy 
had  now  an  administration  composed  of 
persons  nearly  all  favourable  to  the  ques- 
tion, and  as  they  formerly  had  an  adrnt* 
nistration  the  majority  of  which  was  against 
even  entertaining  the  subject,  he  thought 
it  would  be  prudent  to  pause.  The  admi-* 
nistration  was  now  no  longer  hostile  to  the 
consideration  of  the  subject ;  for  as  far  as 
the  changes  in  the  government  went,  they 
were  favourable  to  the  question,  but  still 
he  should  be  anxious,  under  these  circum- 
stances, for  a  little  delav  before  the  sob* 
ject  was  reconsidered.  There  was  another 
reason  why  he  wished  for  delay.  It  was 
on  account  of  that  circumstance  which 
had  been  so  strenuously  urged  by  thoae 
individuals  who  were  hostile  to  granttng 
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the  Catholic  claims ;  namely,  the  conver- ' 
sion  of  the  Catholics,  It  had  been  ob- 
jected to  the  friends  of  the  measure  for 
granting  relief  to  the  Catholics,  that  the 
conversion  which  was  now  going  forward 
in  Ireland  would  of  itself  work  such  a 
change  in  that  country,  as  would  put  an 
end  10  the  question.  Well  then,  he  would 
say — upon  the  supposition  that  this  con- 
version was  actually  going  on — ^let  time 
be  allowed,  in  order  that  their  lordships 
might  see  what  beneBcial  results  were 
likely  to  arise  from  it.  Let  their  lordships 
wait  during  the  summer,  during  the  au« 
tumn,  and  daring  the  winter.  Let  them 
4  allow  that  time  for  this  system  of  convcr- 
tton  to  work,  and  for  their  lordships  to  see 
whether  it  would  put  an  end  to  the  ques- 
tion. But  no  man,  he  was  sure,  could 
doubt,  that  if  parliament  were  to  give  to 
the  Catholics  what  they  asked,  that  con- 
version would  be  rapid.  No  one  could 
suppose  thaf-capital  could  go  into  Ireland, 
while  restrictions  upon  the  Catholics  were 
in  force.  But,  if  the  question  of  Catholic 
emancipation  was  settled,  capital  would 
flow  into  the  country,  and  in  the  course  of 
half  a  century  there  would  be  scarcely  a 
Catholic  in  the  land.  He  certainly  hoped 
that,  under  the  altered  circumstances  of 
the  country,  those  restrictions  would  be 
withdrawn ;  but  his  object  at  present  in 
I  urging  delay  was,  because  he  nad  heard 
that  some  of  4ie  friends  to  the  measure 
were  anxious  to  press  it.  Under  an  al- 
tered state  of  circumstances,  we  might  be 
able  to  withdraw  a  large  portion  of  our 
army  from  that  country ;  but  he  was  quite 
svre  that,  if  the  present  system  was  al- 
kiwed  to  continue,  and  if  the  just  claims 
of  the  Cathdics  were  not  granted,  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  must 
De  destroyea. 

Lord  Ellenhorough  said,  that  the  noble 
earl  might,  if  he  thought  proper,  make 
volimteer  speeches  on  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion whenever  he  presented  petitions, 
though  he  could  not  think  that  the  regular 
ooune ;  but  of  this  he  was  quite  sure, 
that,  so  long  as  the  administration  was 
coDStitated  as  it  now  was,  there  never 
woold  be  any  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  question  of  Cfatholic  emancipation  with 
advantage.  However  important  the  Ca- 
tholic question  was,  there  was  now  another 
question  of  paramount  importance,  for  it 
applied  not  only  to  the  Catholics,  but  to 
the  country  at  large.  Since  the  House 
badhttt  separated,  a  re-oonstruction  of  the 
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government  had  taken  place,  on  what 
principles,  or  whether  in  the  alienee  of  all 
principles,  he  could  not  pretend  to  say 
[hear,  hear].  That  it  had  not  taken  place 
on  any  principles  which  were  calculated 
to  give  permanence  or  stability  to  the  new 
administration,  no  one  who  looked  at  the 
opposite  benches  could  deny.  It  appeared 
that  several  noble  lords  had  resigned  the 
offices  they  recently  held,  and,  for  having 
done  so,  they  were  most  grossly  assailed ; 
it  beftig  imputed  to  them,  that  they  had 
acted  in  a  spirit  of  unconstitutional  dicta- 
tion to  the  sovereign,  as  to  the  choice  of 
his  ministers.  It  was  only  due  td  the* 
unblemished  characters  of  those  noble 
lords,  that  they  should  take  this,  the 
first  opportunity  that  presented  itself,  of 
stating  to  the  House  the  circumstances 
attending  their  resignation  [cheers]. 

The  Earl  of  Eldm,  then  rose.  He  said, 
that  his  majesty's  late  servants  had  been 
charged  with  having  acted  in  concert,  and 
that  for  the  unpardonable  object  of  dic- 
tating to  the  sovereign  what  choice  he 
should  make  in  the  Section  of  his  consti- 
tutional advisers.  After  having  been  so 
long  a  member  of  that  House,  and  so 
long  the  steadv  advocate  of  principles 
directly  opposed  to  a  doctrine  so  unconsti- 
tutional, he  hoped  he  might  be  permitted 
to  assure  their  lordships,  that  this  charge 
was  a  base  and  infamous  calumny ;  so  far 
as  he  himself  was  concerned,  or  so  far  as 
it  might  be  supposed  to  apply  to  those  dis- 
tinguished persons  who  had  retired  with 
him  from  office.  That  it  could  be  sup- 
posed that  he,  who  had,  for  so  many  years, 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  with  an 
honest  sincerity  of  purpose,  through  evil 
report  and  through  good  report,  should 
have  been  guilty  of  the  offence  of  dictating 
to  his  sovereign  what  persons  he  should 
choose  to  form  his  government,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  constitutional  control  of  both 
Houses  of  parliament,  was  what  he  never 
could  hear,  without  telling  those  who  made 
the  charge,  that  it  was  a  base  and  gross 
falsehood  [loud  cheers] — [His  lordship  here 
became  sensibly  aflected.] — He  had  felt  it 
right,  for  the  sake  of  the  sovereign  whom 
he  had  served— he  had  felt  it  right,  as 
well  out  of  duty  to  that  sovereign  himself, 
as  also  out  of  duty  to  his  royal  father, 
whom  he  had  also  served — to  state,  that  he 
never  disguised  from  him  his  real  senti- 
ments on  any  proposition  that  might  have 
been  made  to  him  in  the  relation  in  which 
he  stood  to  the^Crown.     And  he  must 
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obaervey  before  he  proceeded  further,  that 
he  knew  not  whether  the  proposition  of  » 
noble  earl  (Grosvenor)  could  be  held 
good,  that  capital  and  conyersion  would 
go  together.  Indeed,  he  wished  that  the 
noble  earl  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  if  it  were  true  that  capital  in* 
money,  and  conversion  in  religion,  would 
be  co-incident*  Should  that  be  the  case, 
then,  in  the  name  of  God,  let  the  noble 
earl  be  minister ;  but,  for  his  own  part^  he 
had  seen  quite  enough*  to  convinca^  him, 
that  the  proposition  could  not  be  sustain- 
ed* As  to  his  resignation^  he  would  state 
it,  in  the  presence  of  those  who  knew 
that  he  was  speakinff  the  truth,  that  witk 
him  the  thought  of  resigning  was  not  a 
new  one.  He  had,  for  yeafs  back,  ^ek  it 
his  duty  to  consider  whether  he  ought  not 
to  have  quitted  office  long  before,  and,  if 
he  had  still  retained  it  in  oppoeition<  to 
hki  own  incliAation,  it  was  only  because 
he  had  been  urged  and  importuned  to  do 
so.  Upon  this  question  he  had  no  peiso^ 
nal  feehngs  as  to  the  individual  who  might 
happen  to  be  placed*-at  die  head  of  the 
government,  ^ut,  if  his  majesty  had  a 
constitutional  and  uncontrollable  right  to 
choose  his  ministers^  no  man  would  himeetly 
discharge  his  duty,  without  considering, 
whether,  under  the  selection  whioh  hie 
majesty  had  made,  he  could  uselully  SMve 
him  [hear,  hear].  He  might  be  xight, 
or  he  might  be  wrong ;  but,  supposing  him^ 
to  be  wrong  as  to  the  view  he  took  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  Catholic  question, 
he  would  now  say,  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
postponed  any  longer,  but  that  some  de- 
cision ought  to  be  come  to  upon  iu  He 
was  aware,  however,  that  he  himself  had, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  beeiv  instru- 
mental in  postponing  it.  But  he  thought 
the  time  had  now  arrived,  when  some  de- 
cisive measure  ought  to  be  adopted.  He 
must  also  observe,  that  he  haa  intended 
to  resign,  even  if  this  question  had  not 
created  any  difference  of  opinion  in  hie 
majesty's  councils.  Could  he  possibly 
under  such  circumstances  have  continued 
with  honour  to  hold  bis  situation,  or  re- 
main in  office  under  any  other  principle, 
but  that  if  he  could  get  no  better  he  must 
submit? — With  respect  to  his  principlea 
upon  this  question  of  the  Catholic  datms, 
as  connected  with  the  principles  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  wiio  was  placed  ia 
the  situation  of  Prime  Minister,  giving  him 
credit  for  having  as  xealously  and  caMidly 
entertained  the  opinion  which  he  hdd 
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upon  the  subject  as  lie  hims4f  ciiif^  he 
could  not  see  how  hi»  secession  fhidi  offioo 
could  be  inconveeient  to  that  ri|^t  hiua^ 
gentleman^  As  fep  a»  j^vate  fecliaga 
could  have  inffaienced  lumSo  chainfetke 
opinion  whicb  he  had  fbrsled,  he  eeftainljr 
would  often  have  wished  to  ehaki^  thAH 
opinion.  He  had  considtiEed  the  ^usstbn 
over  and  over  again,  but^he  fouad  it  in^ 
possible  to  change  lus  opinion  ;  aad  thovglft 
he  found  it  possible  tor  him  to^  seUve  vm 
adaiinistration  with  sucb  »  man  at  tl» 
head  of  it  as  leid  Lif^rped,  yet  with  ssa 
admintstralion  with  the  pieseat  Ptilnw 
Minister  (and  he  wished  to  speak  wkh 
respect  of  that  gentleman^  gi^ii^g  Um  MUk 
credit  for  the  sincerity  of  hia  opinioB)^ 
when  the  question  was  with  him^  whetiier 
he  should  relinquish  his  purpose  of  resigi^ 
i&g  and  go  on  with  the  adrnmislntioB,  ke 
found  that  he  could  not  do  it.  He  tbo«|^ 
it  his  duty  to  state  to  some  membes  ef 
that  House,  towards  whom  he  had  every 
sentimettt  of  regard,  and  who  be  hllew 
entertained  a  contrary  optbioa  to  what  be 
did,  his  own  opinion ;  wkkth  was,,  tkat  i^ 
the  question  of  the  Catholic  claims  siouid 
be  carried^  there  was  an  mmI  to  the  religious 
liberties  of  this  country,  and  thai  with  tlie 
^tmction  of  lliose  religiouelibertaes^  tkr 
oivil  libefftiea  muiit  cease  akK>;  and  to  liis 
dyii^  day  he  should  support  that  opraion. 
He  oould  not,  thereu>ie,  after  havb^ 
fonned  such  an  opinkm,  eonscieiitioiisly 
give  in  to  those  views,  which  must  be  tlw 
views  of  the  Prime  Minister,  of  |;raiilBi|^ 
the  claims  of  the  CsftholKs,-  whMhev  tkoae 
views  were  to  be  carried  into  immiiiiiiiD 
execution,  or  wheth^  they  weie  to  \m 
suspended,  fet  the  purpose  for  which  they 
only  could  be  su^piBsded,  ol  moie  eiee- 
tually  securing  the  suocesa  of  that  qi 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  was 
sible  for  him  to  be  part  of  the  goverament. 
As  ffr  himself,  it  had  been  stated  that  he 
had  concerted  with  another  pemon  m  ssad 
ing  in  hia  resignation.  The  peisen  aHudadl 
to  was  a  gentleman  far  whom  he  eutor^ 
tained  the  sincerest  regard  and  estoe»; 
and  he  thought  it  no  less  than  his  dnty  to 
say^  that  that  geatleman  knew  notytt^at 
all  Ataox  hia  sendiiig  in  his  rrsigniiie^. 
He  believed  the  same  to  be  the  ease  wilk 
rsspeot  to  the  other  penonr  who  had  aasl 
in  their  resignatioiis.  He  beliered  that  If 
the  matter  had  been  taken  into  a  eeaii  of 
justice,  it  wouU  have  been  Uowb  o«t  oC 
the  court,  before  any  thiaff  had  bsea  oicffs* 
indefeBotr    He  hadundenloodltbat  d» 
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writt  Weie  16  have  been  moved  on  the 
Thnraday  before  the  faplida^  and  he  had 
made  np  his  mind  if  th&t  medsnre  should 
take  place,  then  to  send  in  his  resignation. 
His  intention  had  beto  long  formed  upon 
the  subjeet.  The  letter  which  informed 
him  who  it  was  that  was  to  be  Prime 
Minister,  stated  in  one  single  word,  that 
the  administriition  had  been  formed  upon 
the  principles  of  the  administration  of  lord 
Liverpool.  He  never  could  agree  that  the 
administnlion  was  formed  upon  similar 
principles.  Lord  Liverpool's  administra- 
tion was  farmed  upon  principles  totally 
different  itam  those  upon  which  the  present 
#ne  was  formed.  Ine  earl  of  Liverpool, 
he  rel:oUeeted,  was  as  zealous,  hoiast,  and 
eandid  an  opponent  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
as  he  gave  full  credit  to  the  right  hon. 

Sinlleman  who  was  now  Prime  Minister, 
r  being  a  zealous,  honest,  and  candid 
supporter  of  those  claims.  He  had  only 
to  say  that  the  communications  inade  by 
A6be  noble  personages  to  whom  he  had 
before  alluded,  were  made  without  any 
concert  with  turn.  He  knew  nothing  of 
them  whatever ;  and,  under  such  circum* 
•tanees,  he  thought  every  candid  man 
wo<ild  admit,  that  there  was  an  end  of  the 
cfaaige  of  concert,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
eetned.  There  was,  in  his  opinion,  no 
eensure  too  harsh  for  the  man  who  should 
presume  to  dictate  to  his  majesty,  as  to 
the  choKe  of  his  ministers ;  but  at  the 
•ame  time  he  must  say,  that  if  that  man 
were  asked  by  his  majesty  for  his  advice 
cm  the  SQl:jeet,  no  censure  would  be  too 
harsh  fbr  him,  if  he  refined  to  tender  to 
his  Sovereign  his  honest  and  sincere  ad- 
vice. If  there  were  an^r  persons  who 
advocated    a  contrary  opimon,   he  was 

rnd  to  say  that  he  was  not  to  be  found 
their  number;  nay,  he  woidd  add 
iiiftfier,  that  more  unpudonable  conduct 
had  been  faiwiy  attributed  to  Um^tbm 
had  ever  been  eithilMted  by  any  individual 
towards  his  Sovereign,  If  their  lordships 
gave  him  any  credit  for  sincerity,  they 
would  believe  Ae  statement  which  he  had 
just  made  to  them.  He  assured  ^eir 
MdsMpSf  that  there  was  no  consideration 
whkh  woold  induce  him  to  withhold  his 
€ffints  to  preserve  the  oonstitution,  as 
settled  at  die  Revolutkm,  fbr  the  sake  of 
dur  reli^fion,  our  laws,  add  our  Ubertieis-^ 
our  civd  and  religious  liberties — which 
most  co-exist  or  perish  tegeAj^.  He  could 
notky  aside  die  benefit  of  tiKt  experience 
vhidi  wn  had  geined  pievioas^lo  that 


settlement, — a  settlement  which,  when 
originally  made,  received  the  sanction  of 
those  individuals  whose  descendants  were 
now  iriost  anxious  to  overturn  it.  Hb 
whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  defence 
of  that  constitution,  and  to  the  resistance 
of  the  concessions  liow  proposed  to  be 
givto  to  the  Catholics ;  because  he  had 
been  convinced  from  his  youth  upwards, 
that  ecclesiastical  tyranny  produced  civil 
tyranny  likewise;  and  because  he  was 
satisfied,  that  unless  ecclesiastical  liberty 
was  preserved,  civil  liberty  was  Endan- 
gered,— a  fact  wliich  had  been  proved  to 
denlonstration  by  the  events  of^  the  last 
four  years.  In  the  opinions  if^hich  he  had 
formed  upon  this  question,  he  might  be 
wrong ;  indeed,  he  would  not  pretend  to 
sdy  that  he  was  further  Hght  than  this-^ 
that  his  own  light  had  governed  his  own 
conduct,  and  that  he  had  acted  through^ 
out  with  the  utmost  sinderity  and  con^ 
sistency.  He  trusted  that  as  he  had  never 
doubted  the  sincerity  of  noble  lords,  whilst 
they  were  supporting  opinions  opposed  to 
his  own,  their  lordships  would  not  doubt 
at  present  of  the  sincerity  of  his  motives. 
He  trusted  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
conclude  with  the  sincere  expression  of  the 
6bligations  which  he  owed  to  their  lord- 
ships, for  the  kindness  with  which  they 
had  always  supported  him  hi  the  discharge 
of  the  arduous  duties  which  he  had  just 
resigned.  He  begged  their  lordships  to 
believe  that  he  felt  the  deepest  gratitude 
for  the  forbearaiice  which  they  bad  uni-* 
formly  shown  to  his  failings  and  his  feel* 
ings  in  that  House ;  and  assured  them  that 
he  should  never  lose  a  sense  df  if,  so  long 
as  he  retained  the  functions  of  memory 
[hear,  hear]. 

The  Duke  of  WettrngtonToae,  and  spoke 
as  follows  :* 

My  Lords :  I  do  not  intend  to  trouble 
your  lordships  with  a  discussion. on  the 
subject  of  this  pedtlon,  or  to  dispute  with 
the  noUe  lord  (Oros? enor)  whether  the 
petitioners,  seeking  for  further  concessions 
to  the  Roinan  Cal^olks,  have  chosen  the 
time  most  propitious  to  the  prayer  of  their 
I>elition,  considering  that  the  administra^ 
lion  are  fiivoaraMy  disposed  to  grant  such 
concesiions;  but  my  object  in  claiming 
you^  kmMiips'  attention  is^  to  answer  the 
c41  of  the  noble  baron  on  my  right. 

There  is  no  man  more  sensible-  than  I 
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am,  that  the  House  of  Lords  have  nothing 
'  to  say  to  the  changes  which  may  take 
place  in  his  majesty's  councils.  •  It  is  his 
■majesty's  prerogative  to  appoint  his  own 
ministers,  and  to  change  them  as  he 
pleases ;  and  the  House  of  Lords  cannot 
take  into  consideration  the  special  circum- 
stances under  which  sach  changes  have 
been  made,  except  in  particular  cases,  in 
which  an  administration  has  been  removed 
in  consequence  of  an  address  from  this 
House.  I  have,  therefore,  to  apolog^  to 
your  lordships  for  taking,  up  your  time 
upon  this  subject,  for  which  my  only  ex- 
cuse is  the  manner  in  which  I  have  been 
treated  by  the  corrupt  press,  in. the  pay  of 
the  government. 

I  do  not  mean  to  attribute  this  miscon- 
duct to  the  noble  lords  personally  (the 
ministers  sitting  in  the  House) ;  but  the 
fact  is  certain,  that  I  have  been  accused, 
in  these  recent  transact  ions,  of  conspiracy, 
combination,  dictation  to  my  sovereign, 
and  nearly  every  crime,  short  of  high  trea- 
son, of  which  a  subject  could  be  guilty ; 
and  I  should  be  more  than  man  if  I  could 
resist  availing  myself  of  the  opportunity  of 
justifying  myseli,  which  the  question  of 
the  noble  baron  has  given  me. 

My  lords,  my  conduct  has  been  called 
in  question  in  two  respects ;  first,  my  quit- 
ting the  cabinet ;  secondly,  my  resignation 
of  the  command  of  the  army.  I  do  not 
consider  that  I  have  any  right  to  reveal 
any  thing  that  ever  passed  in  conversation 
with  his  mi^esty,  or  in  his  councib ;  but 
fortunately  I  can  elucidate  my  conduct 
without  making  such  disclosures ;  and 
without  disclosing  any  fact  mentioned  to 
me  in  conversation,,  which  was  not  like- 
wise mentioned  to  others.  I  must  trouble 
your  lordships  with  some  details  upon  this 
subject ;  but  vour  lordships  may  rely  upon 
it  that  I  will  detain  you  as  short  a  time  as 
possible. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  April,  I 
received  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
now  at  the  head  of  his  majesty's  councils, 
a  letter,  which  I  am  about  to  read  to  the 
House. 

"  Fortign  Office,  April  lOth,  6  P.  M.  1827. 
"My  Dear  Duke  of  Wellington  :— -The 
king  has,  at  an  audience,  from  which  I  am 
just  returned,  been  graciously  pleased  to 
signify  to  me  his  majesty's  commands,  to 
lay  before  his  niuesty,  with  as  little  loss 
of  time  as  possim,  a  plan  of  arrangements 
for  the  reconstruction  of  the  administra- 
tion.— In  executing  ^ese  commands  it 
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will  be  as  modi  my  own  wish,  as  it  is  mj 
duty  to  his  majesty,  to  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  lord  LiverpooKs  govern- 
ment has  so  long  acted  together. — I  need 
not  add  -how  essentially  the  accomplish- 
ment must  depend  upon  your  grace's  con- 
tinuing a  member  of  the  cabinet. 

"  Ever,  my  dear  Duke  of  Wellington^ 
your  Grace's  sincere  and  faithful  servant, 

"  George  Cawniuo.*' 
''  To  his  Gnct  the  Dnke  of  IVellinfirton.'' 

I  b^  your  lordships  will  observe,  that 
this  letter  does  not  state  of  whom  it  was 
intended  that  the  proposed  administratioD 
should  be  formed,  although  I  have  since 
learned  that  that  informaticm  was  conveyed 
to  my  Q»Ileagues ;  nor  who  was  to  be  at 
the  head  of  the  government ;  nor  was  J 
invited,  as  others  were,  to  receive  further 
explanations,  nor  referred  to  any  body 
who  could  give  such ;  nor  indeed  did  I 
consider  the  invitation  that  I  should  be* 
long  to  the  cabinet,  to  be  conveyed  in  those 
terms  to  which  I  had  been  accustoroedPm 
my  constant  intercourse  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  up  to  that  moment,  nor  to 
have  been  calculated  to  induce  me  to  con- 
tinue in  the  administration  about  to  be 
formed.  I  was  determined,^  however,  that 
I  would  not  allow  such  considerations  to 
influence  my  answer ;  and  I  wrote  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  on  the  same  nig\jt, 
what  I  am  about  to  read  to  the  House. 

"  London,  ApriMO,  1827.  *" 
"  My  Dear  Mr.  Canning : — I  have  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  this  evening,  inform- 
ing me  that  the  king  had  desired  you  to 
lay  before  his  majesty  a  plan  for  the  re- 
construction of  the  admmistration ;  and 
that,  in  executing  these  commands,  it  was 
your  wish  to  adhere  to  the  principles  on 
which  lord  Liverpool's  government  had  so 
long  acted  together. — I  anxiously  desire 
to  be  able  to  serve  his  majesty,  as  I  have 
done^itherto  in  his  cabinet,  with  the 
same  colleagues.  But  before  I  can  give 
an  answer  to  your  obliging  pAposition,  I 
should  wish  to  know  who  the  person  is 
whom  you  intend  to  propose  to  his  majesty 
as  the  head  of  the  government  ? 

"  Ever,  my  dear  Mr.  Canning,  yoar*s 
most  sincerely, 

"Wellington.** 
*'  The  Right  Hon.  George  Canning." 

The  House  will  observe,  that  I  expressed 
my  anxious  desire  to  form  part  of  a  cabi- 
net, with  ".the  same  colleagues" — the 
right  hon.  gentleman  having  omitted  M 
mention  of  colleagues  in  his  letter  to  me— ^ 
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but  that  I  postponed  to  give  my  answer, 
to  what  I  tenned  his  **  obliging  proposi- 
ttoo"  (although  I  think  it  was  scarcely  an 
invitation)  till  I  should  learn  the  name  of 
the  person  intended  to  be  recommended 
l>y  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  his  majesty 
as  the  head  of  the  administration.  To 
this  note  the  right  hon.  gentleman  wrote 
me,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th,  the 
answer  which  I  am  about  to  read  to  the 
House. 

*«  Foreign  Office,  April  11, 1827- 
"My  Dear  Duke  of  Wellington:—! 
believed  it  to  be  so  generally  understood, 
that  the  king  usually  intrusts  the  forma- 
tion of  an  administration  to  the  individual 
whom  it  is  his  majesty's  gracious  intention 
to  place  at  the  head  of  it ;  that  it  did  not 
occur  to  me,  when  I  communicated  to 
your  grace  yesterday  tlie  commands  which 
I  had  just  received  from  his  majesty,  to 
add,  that,  in  the  present  instance,  his  ma- 
jesty does  not  intend  to  depart  from  the 
usifiil  course  of  proce^ings  on  such  occa- 
sions.— I  am  sorry  to  have  delayed  some 
hours  this  answer  to  your  grace's  letter ; 
but  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  I  did 
not  like  to  forward  it  without  having  pre- 
viously submitted  it  (together  with  your 
grace*8  letter)  to  his  majesty. 

•*  Ever,  my  dear  Duke  of  Wellington, 
your  grace's  sincere  and  faithful  servant, 

"  George  Canking." 
«<  HU  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington." 

«  I  will  postpone  my  observations  upon 
this  answer  for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  will 
only  request  the  House  to  remark  here, 
that  it  was  not  calculated  to  remove  the 
impression  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's first  letter  had  made  upon  my  mind ; 
namely,  that  he  did  not  wish  me  to  belong 
to  the  cabinet. 

However,  as  the  House  will  observe 
from  my  reply,  that  impression  was  not 
the  reason  which  influenced  my  conduct 
in  desiring  to  retire  from  the  cabinet;  nor 
did  that  impi%ssion,  or  the  tone  and  temper 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  letters  to  me, 
influence  the  tone  and  temper  of  my  an- 
swers to  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  This 
is  what  I  wrote  to  him,  in  answer  to  his 
letter  of  the  11th. 

"London,  April  11,1837. 

**  My  Dear  Mr.  Canning : — I  have  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  this  day ;  and  I  did 
not  understand  the  one  of  yesterday  even- 
ing as  you  have  now  explained  it  to  me. — 
1  understood  from  yourself,  that  you  had 
had  in  contemplation  *  another   amingc- 
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ment;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  prac- 
tice to  which  you  refer  has  been  so  in- 
variable  as  to  enable  me  to  affix  a  mean- 
ing to  your  letter,  which  its  words  did  not 
in  my  opinion  convey.  I  trust  that  you 
will  have  experienced  no  inconvenience 
from  the  delay  of  this  answer,  which  I 
assure  yoa  has  been  occasioned  by  my  de- 
sire to  discover  a  mode  by  which  I  could 
continue  united  with  my  recent  colleagues. 
— I  sincerely  wish  that  I  could  bring  my 
mind  to  the  conclusion  that,  with  the  best 
intentions  on  your  part,  your  government 
could  be  conducted  practically  on  the 
principles  of  that  of  lord  Liverpool ;  that 
It  would  be  generally  so  considered;  or 
that  it  would  be  adequate  to  meet  our 
difficulties  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
king,  or  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
country. — As,  however,  I  am  convinced 
that  these  principles  must  be  abandoned 
eventually ;  that  all  our  measures  would 
be  viewed  with  suspicion  by  the  usual  sup- 
porters of  the  government;  that  I  could 
do  no  good  in  the  cabinet;  and  that  at 
last  I  should  be  obliged  to  separate  myself 
from  it,  at  the  moment  at  which  such 
separation  would  be  more  inconvenient  to 
the  king's  service  than  it  can  be  at  present, 
I  must  beg  you  to  request  his  majesty  to 
excuse  me  from  belonging  to  his  councils. 

"Ever,  my  dear  Mr.  Canning,  your's 
most  sincerely, 

"Wellington." 

I  will  here  leave  the  question  of  my  re- 
tirement from  the  cabinet.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection, if  noble  lor^  choose,  to  discuss 
all  the  reasons  stated  in  this  letter ;  but  I 
believe  it  is  better  to  avoid  such  discus- 
sion. I  will,  however,  observe,  that  the 
events  which  have  occurred  in  the  short 
space  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
termination  of  this  correspondence  will 
tend  to  show  that  I  did  not  form  an  in- 
correct judgment  of  the  matters  described 
in  my  letter  of  the  11th  of  April;  and  I 
am  much  mistaken  if  experience  does  not 
prove  hereafter  that  I  was  quite  right. 

But  before  I  go  intk  the  discussion  of 
my  reasons  for  resigning  the  command  of 
the  army,  I  will  address  a  few  words  to 
vour  lordships,  upon  the  charges  which 
have  been  made  against  me. 

I  am  accused  of  having  deserted  and 
abandoned  my  sovereign.  My  lords,  I 
have  always  considered  that  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  the  acts  which  the  sovereign 
of  this  country  has  to  perform,  is  the 
choice  of  his  ministers ;  and  most  parti- 
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UD,  that  the  House  of  Lords  have  nothing 
to  say  to  the  changes  which  may  take 
place  in  his  majesty's  councils.  •  It  is  his 
.majesty's  prerogative  to  appoint  his  own 
ministers,  and  to  change  them  as  he 
pleases ;  and  the  House  of  Lords  cannot 
take  into  consideration  the  special  circum- 
stances under  which  such  changes  have 
been  made,  except  in  particular  cases,  in 
which  an  administration  has  be«n  removed 
in  consequence  of  an  address  from  this 
House.  I  have,  therefore,  to  apologize  to 
your  lordships  for  taking,  up  your  time 
upon  this  subject,  for  which  my  only  ex- 
cuse is  the  manner  in  which  I  have  been 
treated  by  the  corrupt  press,  in. the  pay  of 
the  government. 

I  do  not  mean  to  attribute  this  miscon- 
duct to  the  noble  lords  personally  (the 
ministers  sitting  in  the  House);  but  the 
fact  is  certain,  that  I  have  been  accused, 
in  these  recenttransactions,  of  consphracy, 
combination,  dictation  to  my  sovereign, 
and  nearly  every  crime,  short  of  high  trea- 
son, of  which  a  subject  could  be  guilty ; 
and  I  should  be  more  than  man  if  I  could 
resist  availing  myself  of  the  opportunity  of 
justifying  myself,  which  the  question  of 
the  noble  baron  has  given  me. 

My  lords,  my  conduct  has  been  called 
in  question  in  two  respects ;  first,  my  quit- 
ting the  cabinet ;  secondly,  my  resignation 
of  the  command  of  the  army.  I  do  not 
consider  that  I  have  any  right  to  reveal 
any  thing  that  ever  passed  in  conversation 
with  his  majesty,  or  in  his  councib ;  but 
fortunately  I  can  elucidate  my  conduct 
without  making  sued  disclosures ;  and 
without  disclosing  any  fact  mentioned  to 
me  in  conversation,,  which  was  not  like- 
wise mentioned  to  others.  I  must  trouble 
your  lordships  with  some  details  upon  this 
subject :  but  your  lordships  may  rely  upon 
it  that  I  will  aetain  you  as  short  a  time  as 
possible. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  April,  I 
received  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
now  at  the  head  of  his  majesty's  councils, 
a  letter,  which  I  am  about  to  read  to  the 
House. 

"  Foreign  Offic^  April  10th,  6  P.  M.  1827. 
*'  My  Dear  Duke  of  Wellington :— The 
king  has,  at  an  audience,  from  which  I  am 
just  returned,  been  graciously  pleased  to 
signify  to  me  his  majesty's  commands,  to 
lay  before  his  nuuesty,  with  as  little  loss 
of  time  as  possim,  a  plan  of  arrangements 
for  the  reconstruction  of  the  administra- 
tion.— In  executing  ^hese  commands  it 
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will  be  as  much  my  own  wish,  as  it  is  mj 
duty  to  his  majesty,  to  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  lord  Liverpodls  govern- 
ment has  so  long  acted  together. — I  need 
not  add  -how  essentially  the  accpmplish- 
ment  must  depend  upon  your  grace's  con- 
tinuing a  member  of  the  cabinet. 

"Ever,  my  dear  Duke  of  Wellington, 
your  Grace's  sincere  and  faithful  servant, 
.  "  George  Caknihg." 

'<  To  bis  Gnce  the  Poke  of  WelUngton." 

I  beg  your  lordships  will  observe,  that 
this  letter  does  not  state  of  whom  it  was 
intended  that  the  proposed  administratioo 
should  be  formed,  although  I  have  since 
learned  that  that  information  was  conveyed 
to  my  Q»lleagues ;  nor  who  was  to  be  at 
the  head  of  the  government ;  nor  was  l- 
invited,  as  others  were,  to  receive  further 
explanations,  nor  referred  to  any  body 
who  could  give  such  ;  nor  indeed  did  I 
consider  the  invitation  that  I  should  be- 
long to  the  cabinet,  to  be  conveyed  in  those 
terms  to  which  I  had  been  accustomeiPin 
my  constant  intercourse  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  up  to  that  moment,  nor  to 
have  been  calculated  to  induce  roe  to  con^ 
tinue  in  the  administration  about  to  be 
formed.  I  was  determined,  however,  that 
I  would  not  allow  such  considerations  ta 
influence  my  answer ;  and  I  wrote  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  on  the  same  nig^t> 
what  1  am  abovt  to  read  to  the  House. 

"  London,  Aprino,  1827.  ' 
*' My  Dear  Mr.  Canning: — I  have  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  this  evening,  inform- 
ing me  that  the  king  had  desired  you  to 
lay  before  his  majesty  a  f^an  for  the  re- 
construction of  the  administration;  and 
that,  in  executing  these  commands,  it  was 
your  wish  to  adhere  to  the  principles  on 
which  lord  Liverpool's  government  had  so 
long  acted  together. — I  anxiously  desire 
to  be  able  to  serve  his  majesty,  as  I  have 
done^itherto  in  his  cabinet,  with  the 
same  colleagues.  But  before  I  can  give 
an  answer  to  your  obliging  pAposition,  I 
should  wish  to  know  who  the  person  ta 
whom  yon  intend  to  propose  to  his  majesty 
as  the  head  of  the  government  ? 

''Ever,  my  dear  Mr.  Canning,  yonr'a 
most  sincerely, 

"Wellington." 
"*  The  Right  Hon.  George  Canning." 

The  House  will  olwerve,  that  I  expressed 
my  anxious  desire  to  form  part  of  a  cabi^ 
net,  with  '<  the  same  coileagnes*' — the 
right  hon.  gentleman  having  omitted  aH 
mention  of  colleagues  in  his  letter  to  me — 
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but  that  I  postponed  to  give  my  answer, 
to  what  I  termed  his  "  obliging  proposi- 
tion"  (although  I  think  it  was  scarcely  an 
invitation)  till  I  should  learn  the  name  of 
the  person  intended  to  be  recommended 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  his  majesty 
as  the  head  of  the  administration.  To 
this  note  the  right  honl  gentleman  wrote 
me,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1 1th,  the 
answer  which  I  am  about  to  read  to  the 
House. 

•«  Foreign  Office,  April  11, 1827- 
**My  Dear  Dake  of  Wellington:—! 
believed  it  to  be  so  generally  understood, 
that  the  king  usually  intrusts  the  forma- 
tion of  an  administration  to  the  individual 
whom  it  is  his  majesty's  gracious  intention 
to  place  at  the  head  of  it ;  that  it  did  not 
occur  to  me,    when  I  communicated  to 

r>ur  grace  yesterday  the  commands  which 
had  just  received  from  his  majesty,  to 
add,  that,  in  the  present  instance,  his  ma- 
jesty does  not  intend  to  depart  from  the 
ustlkl  course  of  proce^ings  on  such  occa- 
sions.— I  am  sorry  to  have  delayed  some 
hours  this  answer  to  your  grace's  letter ; 
but  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  I  did 
not  like  to  forward  it  without  having  pre- 
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ment;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  prac- 
tice to  which  you  refer  has  been  so  in- 
variable as  to  enable  me  to  affix  a  mean- 
ing to  your  letter,  which  its  words  did  not 
in  my  opinion  convey.  I  trust  that  you 
will  have  experienced  no  inconvenience 
from  the  delay  of  this  answer,  which  I 
assure  you  has  been  occasioned  by  my  de- 
sire to  discover  a  mode  by  which  I  could 
continue  united  with  my  recent  colleagues. 
— I  sincerely  wish  that  I  could  bring  my 
mind  to  the  conclusion  that,  with  the  best 
intentions  on  your  part,  your  government 
could  be  conducted  practically  on  the 
principles  of  that  of  lord  Liverpool ;  that 
it  would  be  generally  so  considered;  or 
that  it  would  be  adequate  to  meet  our 
difficulties  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
king,  or  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
country. — As,  however,  I  am  convinced 
that  these  principles  must  be  abandoned 
eventuallv ;  that  all  our  measures  would 
be  viewed  with  suspicion  by  the  usual  sup- 
porters of  the  government;  that  I  could 
do  no  good  in  the  cabinet;  and  that  at 
last  I  should  be  obliged  to  separate  myself 
from  it,  at  the  moment  at  which  such 
separation  would  be  more  inconvenient  to 
viously  submitted  it  (together  with  your  I  the  king's  service  than  it  can  be  at  present, 
grace's  letter)  to  his  majesty.  I  must  beg  you  to  request  his  majesty  to 

..  wy  ^  J  __  ¥^_i--  _i.  «T.ii?  _.__     excuse  me  from  belonging  to  his  councils. 

"Ever,  my  dear  Mr.  Canning,  your's 
most  sincerely, 

"Wellingtok." 


Ever,  my  dear  Duke  of  Wellington, 
your  grace's  sincere  and  faithful  servant, 

"George  Canning." 
"  His  Gmce  the  Duke  of  Wellington." 

•  I  will  postpone  my  observations  upon 
this  answer  for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  will 
only  request  the  House  to  remark  here, 
that  it  was  not  calculated  to  remove  the 
impression  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's first  letter  had  made  upon  my  mind ; 
namely,  that  he  did  not  wish  me  to  belong 
to  the  cabinet. 

However,  as  the  House  will  observe 
from  my  replv,  that  impression  was  not 
the  reason  which  influenced  my  conduct 
in  desiring  to  retire  from  the  cabinet ;  nor 
did  that  impi^ssion,  or  the  tone  and  temper 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  letters  to  me, 
influence  the  tone  and  temper  of  my  an- 
swers to  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  This 
is  what  I  wrote  to  him,  in  answer  to  his 
letter  of  the  llth. 

"London,  April  11, 1837. 

"  My  Dear  Mr.  Canning : — I  have  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  this  day ;  and  I  did 
■ot  understand  the  one  of  yesterday  even- 
ing as  you  have  now  explained  it  to  me. — 
I  understood  from  yourself,  that  you  had 
had  in  contemplation  -  another   arrange- 


I  will  here  leave  the  question  of  my  re- 
tirement from  the  cabinet.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection, if  noble  lor^  choose,  to  discuss 
all  the  reasons  stated  in  this  letter ;  but  I 
believe  it  is  better  to  avoid  such  discus- 
sion. I  will,  however,  observe,  that  the 
events  which  have  occurred  in  the  short 
space  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
termination  of  this  correspondence  will 
tend  to  show  that  I  did  not  form  an  in- 
correct judgment  of  the  matters  described 
in  my  letter  of  the  llth  of  April;  and  I 
am  much  mistaken  if  experience  does  not 
prove  hereafter  that  I  was  quite  right. 

But  before  I  go  infft  the  discussion  of 
my  reasons  for  resigning  the  command  of 
the  army,  I  will  address  a  few  words  to 
vour  lordships,  upon  the  charges  which 
have  been  made  against  me. 

I  am  accused  of  having  deserted  and 
abandoned  my  sovereign.  My  lords,  I 
have  always  considered  that  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  the  acts  which  the  sovereign 
of  this  country  has  to  perform,  is  the 
choice  of  his  ministers ;  and  most  parti- 
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than  I  dicL  I  wottl<}  appeal  to  the  poble 
lordt  (Aa  nunbters  present),  whether  I 
«ver  oiade  difiicultiea,  or  evor  acted  other- 
wise than  with  a  view  to  accommodate 
diffnenoes  of  opinion.  Then,  ray  lords, 
if  I  took  a  hasty  or  intemperate  view  of 
this  case,  1  ask  them  why  they  did  not 
come  fiorward  and  nender  me  the  service, 
which  I  had  more  than  once  rendered  to 
ethers,  by  repooienting  to  me  that  I  was 
wrong? 

finch  a  step  has  never  been  taken  by 
them  \  and  the  reason  is  obvious ;  it  did 
not  suit  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  views, 
that  I  shoidd  rpmaia  in  command  of  the 
army,  unless  I  should  belong  to  his  ca^ 
hinet.  I  beg  paidon  for  troubling  your 
lordships  at  such  length  upon  a  question 
personal  to  myself;  and  I  return  my  best 
thanks  for  t^  attention  with  which  you 
have  listened  to  what  I  have  had  occasion 
to  address  to  you. 

Lord  Besley  said,  he  entirely  acquitted 
the  noble  duke,  and  those  other  members 
of  thelate  administration  who  had  resigned, 
ofanythbglikeaconspiracy.  The  grounds 
upon  whi(£  he  himsJf  baa  felt  called  on 
to  resign  were,  that  be  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  same  latitude  would  not  be  given 
to  the  members  of  the  new  cabinet,  in  re^ 
spect  of  the  Catholic  question,  which  had 
been  enjoyed  by  those  who  ool^tituted 
lord  Liverpool's  ministry.  On  this  subject 
it,  however,  appeared,  that  he  had  teen 
iniataken ;  and  as  soon  as  he  waa  unde*^ 
ceived,  he  hastened  to  retrace  the  step 
into  which  incoirect  intelligence  had  be<r 
trayed  him. 

The  Earl  of  Mansfield  began,  by  dis* 
claiming  the  influence  of  individual  feel* 
ings.  He  expressed  considerable  doubts 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  course  puraued  by 
those  member^  of  the  late  cabinet,  who 
pTofessed  to  advocato  the  Protestant  cause. 
He  believed,  that,  if  their  communications 
had  been  more  unreserved  towards  their 
adherents  in  the  country,  they  would  have 
been  ably  backed  by  mote  adhei^nts,  and 
by  a  large  majority  of  their  lordshipa' 
House,  to  caake  reprasentationa  to  nis 
majesty,  of  such  weight,  as  would  have 
induced  the  king  to  Conn  a  mixed  ad- 
ministralioB,  in  which  Protestant  prior 
€i|des  shottld  have  deckledly  pradominaled. 
He  gave  them  Ml  credit,  rot  having  acted 
mesthoDOiirdiklyi  but  he  coteitained  eonr 
aideraUe  doubts,  whether  theur  conduct 
^eanrved  to  be  called  judicious.  They 
either  fosesawita  conee<|ue^c»  ot  they  did 


not.  If  the  former,  they  could  haw  but 
little  claim  to  sagiunty ;  and»  if  the  lattor, 
still  less.  Still,  he  begged  to  assure  the. 
QoUe  duke,  and  the  noble  and  learned  earl 
near  him,  tiiat  his  general  resfiect  for  both 
was  not  on  that  account  diminished.  Their 
long  and  distinguished  9ervicea  could  never 
be  remembered  otherwise  than  with  giati- 
tude;  nor  were  his  sentiments  difieient 
with  respect  to  a  right  hon.  gentleoiaii, 
the  late  Secretary  for  the  Home  DeparU 
meat.  In  leferenc^  to  the  noble  and 
learned  earl,  he  felt  it  imposaiUe  to  do  jus- 
tice to  his  eminent  services.  He  would 
fain  express  the  deep  regret  which  filled  bin 
mind  in  contemplating  the  retirement  of 
that  illustrious  individual.  The  eommoii 
vice  was  to  worship  die  rising  sun,  and  to 
be  forgetful  of  the  benefiU  of  the  sun  that 
was  setting.  Nothing,  howler,  but  th^r 
pnaeence,  could,  in  hi^i  cai»,  crippfe  the 
iust  meed  of  praise  to  whic^  they  wese 
both  entitled.  Ungrateful,  indeed,  must 
the  countoy  be,  if  it  could  ever  cease  lo 
recollect,  that  its  present  pre-eminence 
was  more  owing  to  the  noble  duke,  thao 
to  any  individual  that  could  be  named. 
As  to  the  noble  earl,  who  had  so  loogbeea 
at  the  head  of  a  mofes^ont  for  which  he 
entertained  pecuuar  reapectr-rhis  eerviesa, 
his  great  talents^  bis  political  eharacter» 
his  diserimination  as  a  judge,  his  abilily  an 
a  legislator,  were,  he  bad  the  sf^tisfaction 
to  think,  duly  appreciated  in  thajt  House, 
and  by  die  best  portion  of  society  at  large. 
When  party  feelings  had  subsided,  and 
calumny  was  at  an  end,  posterity,  a  rigid 
censor,  but  impartial  judge,  wonki  dp  Um 
tardy  justice.  As  to  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary, he  had,  in  another  piaoe,  explained 
the  principles  and  motives  of  his  conduct^ 
and  it  was  sariafisctory  to  think,  that, 
through  the  agency  of  the  public  press, 
they  would  be  made  known  in  every  corner 
of  the  empire.  The  strongest  eulegiiun 
which  it  would  he  pofsible  to  pronounce 
on  that  right  hon.  gentleman,  was  the 
regret  expr^ned  by  the  late  Foreign  Seere- 
taiy,  and  the  hope  which  h^  appeared  to 
indnke,  that  th^  services  of  the  former 
would  not  be  pennaaendy  lost  to  the 
eountry.  However,  whether  that  r^ht  hen. 
gendeoian  remained  out  of  office,  or  le- 
fumed  his  place  in  the  eonncile  of  the 
fclag,  he  cowd  never  ceaae  to  repose  in  his 
horieurahle  consistency  and  real  the  falleai 
laiiance.  VnfiNrtunatdy  for  himself  and 
the  country,  he  had  the  &ult  of  toe  muck 
diffidence  m  hie  own  ta)e9tfl#  imd  in  esti* 
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BMiing  Che  degree  of  coneklefetieB  whidi  onee  the  tomb  cloied  upon  kinny  their 
he  eDJqred  in  tbq  country.  In  hie  diein<' '  character  became  the  property  oi  histoiy. 
ferestocl  mind  there  was  the  most  perfect  j  The  public  knew  their  character,  and 
aJMonee  of  all  selfish  fiseling;  nor  was  he  |  would  often  judge  from  what  they  had 
1ms  distinguished  for  the  most  unassuming  done,  that  which  they  would  be  likely 
■lodesty— a  aualitv  most  rare  amonast  to  do  under  particular  circumstances.  Ap- 
iDiMb  so  higmy  gifted  as  was  that  of  die  plying  this  to  the  character  of  his  late 
right  bon.  gentleman.  But,  enough  of  majesty,  he  would  suppose  that  it  had  been 
|re8igiii^tions--he  would  now  apply  biroself  proposed  to  him  to  form  an  administration ; 
to  the  new  ministry.  Ai»caraiag  to  ac*  ;  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  suppose  that  he 
^uuls  which  had  gone  abroad,  &e  right  |  objected  to  a  divided  Cabinet,  on  one  im- 
hon*  gentleman,  now  first  lord  of  the  \  portent  subject ;  but  it  would  be  diffi- 
Tieasury,  hpd,  nmengst  other  A^gestions  cult  to  suppose  that  he  would  give  his  ae- 
on the  subject  of  an  administration,  pro*  sent  to  the  formation  of  such  a  calnnet, 
poeedi  that  one  purely  Protestant  ^ould  ,  unless  the  preponderance  was  decidedly 
be  formed.  Now,  the  only  motive  that  he  I  Protestant.  Yet,  if  even  that  were  the 
fould  conceive  for  this  proposition  was,  case,  ana  it  was  proposed  to  his  majesty 
that  the  right  bon.  geouenian  meant  to  ,  to  place  at  the  head  of  such  a  cabinet  the 


aet  them  up  like  nine-pins,  morely  for  the 
pleasure  of  knocking  them  down  again, 
tie  was  afterwards,  as  it  was  stated,  cora- 
OMSsioned  to  form  another  administration ; 
and  then  he  stated,  that  he  received  the 
lesignations  of  several  amongst  his  col- 


right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  who 
haid  been  the  constant,  zealous,  and  meet 
able,  advocate  of  a  principle  to  which  his 
majesty  was  hostile,  was  there  any  man 
who  could  doubt^  that  such  a  preposition 
would  have  been  mstantly  rejected  T    Ha4 


leagues  with  regret  and  with  surprise.  Con-  it  been  at  the  same  time  proposed  to  his 
fki^riog  the  convemtkm  he  had  had  with  majesty  to  place  at  the  head  of  the  goveni'- 
|be  noble  duke,  and  with  several  other  indi-  ;  ment  of  Ireland*— to  place  as  Secretary  for 
viduals,  it  was  scarceljr  saying  too  much  to  the  Home  Department — individuals  dia* 
siffirm,  that  such  surprise  dki  by  ao  means  J  tinguished  for  tneir  constant  support  ofthe 
naturallv  arise  out  cu  the  circumstances ;  question  of  emancipation,  to  which  his 
nndfurtber,  it  wenldnotbe  forgotten, that^  I  majesty  had  declared  bis  conscientions 
up  to  the  moment  of  the  noUe  duke's  ap*  !  hostility,  was  there  any  reason  to  doubt 
pucation,  the  right  hqn.  gentleman  did  not  that  those  propositk>ns  would  net  have 
appear  to  know  that  he  was  to  be  placed  :  been  refused?  Suppose,  again,  it  were 
at  the  head  of  his  majesty's  government,  j  proposed  to  his  late  majestv  to  ekvate  to 
Now,  he  should  be  very  unwilling  to  ask  noble  rank,  and  to  place  as  lord  Chancellor 
|he  riehi  hon.  gentleman  to  tell  that  which  of  Ireland,  one  of  tne  most  brilliant  advo- 
he  did  not  know ;  but  he  should  like  ex«>  cates  of  that  measure  to  which  he  had  so 
f  remely  to  have  Us  guoin  on  the  subject. '  strong  an  objeetion,  could  his  majestv's 
He  should  like  to  learn  who  it  was  that  refus^  of  the  proposition  be  doubted  for 
^*  in  the  porches  ofthe  royal  ear,  dkl  pour  an  instant?  those  who  knew  his  majestyS 
the  leperous  distilment ;''  poisoning  it  character  and  sentiments,  qouM  have  no 
against  those  who  had  bdore  enjoved  the  hesitation  in  statingwhat  hb  determhiation 
confidence  of  their  Sovereign.  He  had  would  have  been  in  those  cases.  Still 
heard  much  of  what  had  recently  been  less  could  Hbej  doubt  it,  after  thejp  had 
dape ;  and  as  for  as  what  bad  taken  place  learned  that  his  majesty  had  had  an  inter- 
arose  fivim  the  words  and  acts  of  his  ma-  ,  view  with  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
^estjT,  it  was  not  a  subject  for  inquiry :  but  and  had  authorised  him  to  convey  to  his 
It  might  be  inquired,  whether  the  words  right  rev.  brethren  his  determination  to 
and  ac^  of  his  majesty  were  not  the  words  exclude  from  a  preponderance  in  hiscoun- 
aud  acts  of  his  ministers.  In  a  constitu-  \  oils  those  who  supported  a  measure  which 
lional  point  of  view,  of  course,  the  king  he  could  not  conscientiously  approve,  and 


^qld  not  do  that  which  should  be  made 


that  that  impression  had  gone   abroad 


|he  subject  of  blame ;  but  he  might  be  through  the  country,  and  was  haQed  with 
m^de  accesaory  to  that  which  was  bhime-  { unmixed  satidhotion.  If,  however,  after 
^ble  in  others,  and  of  which  he  himself  such  opinions  had  been  expressed,  it  was 
was  to  be  the  victim.  During  the  lifetime  found  that  his  majesty  had  been  advised^ 
llr  9^  the  Sovereign  his  acts  were  coostttutioa-  and  had  acted  on  the  advice,  to  take  a 
4Uy  exempted  fiom  oensure;   but  wh^,di&sentooune  on  all  those  peinls,  it  would 
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iImh  I  did*  I  would  appeel  to  the  nobk 
loidi  (tlie  miniateni  present),  whether  I 
«ver  made  difficultieat  or  ever  acted  other- 
wifle  than  with  a  view  to  accommodate 
diffineneei  of  opinion.  Then,  my  lords, 
if  I  took  a  haaty  or  intemperate  view  of 
thb  case,  1  ask  them  why  tliey  did  not 
come  fiorward  and  render  me  the  service, 
which  I  had  more  than  once  rendered  to 
ethers,  by  repiesentmg  to  me  that  I  was 
wroQg? 

finch  a  step  has  never  been  taken  by 
themt  and  the  reason  is  obvions ;  it  did 
not  suit  the  right  hon.  gpentleman's  views, 
that  I  should  remain  in  command  of  the 
ermy,  unless  I  should  belong;  to  his  oa^ 
hinet.  I  beg  paidon  for  troubling  your 
lordships  at  such  length  upon  a  question 
peisonal  to  myself;  and  I  return  mv  best 
thanks  for  the  attention  with  which  you 
have  listened  to  what  I  h%ve  had  occasion 
to  address  to  you* 

Lord  JSMley  sakl,  he  entirely  acquitted 
the  noUe  dukn,  and  those  other  members 
of  thelate  admimstration  who  had  resigned, 
of  any  thing  like  aoonspiracy.  The  grounds 
npon  iHiiok  he  himself  had  ftlt  called  on 
to  resign  were,  that  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  same  latitude  would  not  be  given 
to  the  members  of  the  new  cabinet,  in  re-^ 
apect  of  the  Catholic  question,  which  had 
hsen  enjoyed  by  those  who  oonstituted 
lord  LiveqxM>l-s  ministry.  On  this  sublet 
it,  however,  appeared,  that  he  had  been 
mistaken ;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  unde*^ 
ceived,  he  hastened  to  retrace  Uie  step 
into  which  incorrect  intelligence  had  bcs 
trayed  him. 

The  Earl  of  Mansfield  be^n,  by  dis^ 
elaiminir  the  influence  of  individual  feel* 
ings.  He  expressed  considsrable  doubts 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  course  pursued  by 
those  members  of  the  late  cabinet,  who 
professed  to  advocate  the  Protestant  cause. 
He  believed,  that,  if  their  communications 
had  been  more  unreserved  towards  their 
adherents  in  the  country,  thev  would  have 
been  ably  backed  by  those  adhereata,  and 
by  a  large  majority  of  their  brdshipa' 
House,  to  make  representationa  to  his 
majesty,  of  such  weight,  as  would  have 
induced  the  king  to  £brm  a  miied  ad- 
ministration, in  which  Protestant  prin^ 
ciples  should  have  decidedhr  predominated. 
He  gave  them  fbll  credit,  for  havbg  acted 
most  honoundily  I  but  he  entertained  eon^ 
eiderable  doubts,  whether  their  condnct 
deserved  to  be  called  judicious.  They 
4ilther  Ibsssawita  conaeguflp^es  or  they  did 


not  If  the  fiurmer,  they  could  have  bqt 
little  claim  to  sageicity ;  and,  if  the  letter, 
still  less.  Still,  he  begged  to  assure  the. 
noUe  duke,  and  the  noMe  and  learned  earl 
near  him,  that  hia  general  respect  for  both 
was  not  on  that  account  diminished.  Their 
long  and  distingmshed  services  ooiUd  never 
be  remembered  otherwise  than  with  graiii* 
tude;  nor  were  his  sentiments  different 
with  respect  to  a  right  hpn.  gentleman, 
the  kte  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depait- 
ment.  In  reference  to  the  noble  and 
learned  earl,  he  felt  it  impossible  to  do  jus- 
tice to  his  eminent  services.  He  would 
fain  express  the  deep  regret  which  filled  hie 
mind  in  contemplating  the  retirement  of 
that  illustrious  individual.  The  eonunoq 
vice  was  to  worship  the  rising  sun,  and  to 
be  foigetAil  of  the  benefiU  of  the  sun  that 
was  setting.  Nothing,  howler,  bnt  their 
pmsence,  could,  in  his  case,  oipple  the 
Just  meed  of  praise  to  which  they  were 
both  entitled.  Ungrateful,  indeed,  uMist 
the  coontiy  be,  if  it  eonld  ever  cease  to 
recollect,  that  its  presoit  pie-eminenoe 
was  more  owing  to  the  noble  duke,  then 
to  any  individual  that  could  be  nemed. 
As  to  the  noble  earl,  who  had  so  long  been 
atthehesdof  aprofesaion»  for  whkrh  he 
entertained  peculiar  respect^his  services, 
his  great  tdents,  his  political  chamcter, 
his  discrimination  as  a  judge,  his  ability  aa 
a  legislator,  were,  he  bed  the  sfiUsfaction 
to  think,  duly  appreciated  in  that  Hcmae, 
end  by  die  beat  portion  of  society  at  large. 
When  party  feelings  had  subsided,  and 
calunmy  was  at  an  end,  posterity,  a  rigid 
censor,  but  impertial  judge,  would  do  him 
tardy  justice.  As  to  the  late  Home  Secre- 
tary, he  had,  in  another  i^bce,  explained 
the  principal  and  motives  of  his  conduct, 
and  it  was  saSis&ctoiy  to  think,  that, 
through  the  ageney  of  the  public  press, 
they  would  be  made  known  in  every  comer 
of  the  empire.  IW  strongest  eulogium 
which  it  would  he  possitde  tq  pronounce 
on  that  right  hon.  gentleman,  was  the 
regret  expr^ned  by  the  late  Foreign  Secre- 
tary, ena  the  hepe  which  he  appeared  to 
iaauke,  that  the  services  pf  the  former 
would  not  be  permanently  lost  to  the 
eountry.  However,  whether  that  r^ht  hon. 
gentlesMm  remained  out  of  office,  or  re- 
sumed his.  jdace  in  the  eonncils  of  the 
king,  he  coiud  never  cease  to  repose  in  his 
honouraUe  consistency  and  zeal  the  fullest 
lelianee,  Unfortunati^y  for  himself  and 
the  country,  he  had  the  fault  of  too  mnck 
diffidence  m  hie  own  tnle^lfU  ftod  io  esti- 
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this  admission,  I  cannot  but  express  my 
opinion,  that  my  noble  friends,  when  they 
Ifeit  it  their  duty  to  witl^draAV  their  services 
from  the  Crown,  adopted  that  course  at 
the  very  moment,  of  all  others,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  and  of  the 
government  made  it  peculiarly  desirable 
that  they  should  continue  to  render  them. 
However,  I  am  well  aware  that  aright 
hon.  friend  of  mine,  the  late  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department,  felt  himself  jMaced 
in  so  peculiar  a  situation,  with  ^regard  to 
the  Catholic  question,  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  him  to  continue  a 
member  oli  a  cabinet,  the  individual  at  the 
head  of  which  was  favourable  to  Catholic 
emancipation.  The  scruples  of  my  ri^ht 
hon.  friend,  are,  perhaps,  capable  of  bemg 
accounted  for,  and  were  certainly  only  in 
strict  consistency  with  the  entire  tenor  of 
his  previous  conduct ;  but  I  confess  I  was 
not  prepared  for  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
course,  by  other  noble  individuals.  I  say 
this,  my  lords,  because  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  principle  of  loi'd  Liverpool's  ad- 
ministration was  one  of  perpetual  and  un- 
conditional exclusion  towards  any  body  of 
men  in  this  country ;  and,  because  those 
noble  individuals  felt  no  difficulty  in  co- 
operating with  the  government,  at  Uie  head 
of  which  was  placed  the  distinguished  in- 
dividual whom  I  have  named.  So  far  from 
that  administration  having  been  consti- 
tuted on  any  such  principle,  I  can  say,  for 
myself,  as  I  am  ceftain  1  can,  with  per- 
fect confidence,  declare,  on  the  part  or  my 
right  hon.  friend,  now  at  the  head  of  the 
cabinet,  that  if  I  had  conceived  that  such 
was  the  principle  of  lord  Liverpool's  admi- 
nistration, I  would  not  have  supported  it, 
or  made  one  of  its  members.  I  should 
at  once  have  objected  to  any  such  prin- 
ciple; and,  feeling  as  I  do,  that  it  is  a 
principle  on  which  a  government  ought 
not  to  be  founded,  1  should  also  have, 
unconditionally,  declined  joining  a  cabinet 
so  constituted.  My  noble  friend  has  stated, 
that  he  was  informed  by  my  right  -hon. 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  that 
ft  was  at  one  time  intended  to  propose  to 
his  majesty  to  place  the  individual  who 
now  addresses  your  lordships  at  the  head 
of  the  government.  •  My  lords,  this  would 
have  been  to  me  an  honour  as  unexpected 
as  unmerited — an  honour,  and  a  respon- 
sibility, which  (high  as  they  are)  no  con- 
sideration on  earth  could  have  tempted  me 
#0  undertake,  except  the  hope  that  I 
pii^C  thereby  be  mde  the  instrument  of 


keeping  together  the  constituent  elements 
of  an  administration,  which  has  been  so 
unhappily  dispersed.  But,  my  lords,  the 
proposition  is  one  of  whi(^h  I  never,  until 
the  present  moment,  heard,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  in  no  degree  responsible  for  it. 
As  it  is  a  plan  of  which  I  had  no  know-' 
ledge,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  con- 
sequences which  may  be  supposed  to  have 
resulted  from  its  not  having  been  put  into 
execution. — My  noble  friends  complain  of 
having  been  assailed  by  the  basest  misre- 
presentation and  calumny.  My  lords, 
whatever  may  be  the  calumny  or  misre- 
presentation which  they  have  endured,  I 
can  declare,  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
that  it  finds  no  responsive  feeling  in  my 
mind.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  declare, 
that  of  any  such  attacks  I  can  be  neither 
a  patron  nor  a  partizan.  When  it  is  ad- 
ded— as  it  has  been  added — that,  in  the 
attacks  which  are  complained  of,  the  press 
has  been  under  the  influence  of  the  go- 
vernment,  1  take  leave,  my  lords,  in  a' 


manner  the  most  distinct  and  unqualified, 
totally  to  deny  the  assertion.  I  will  go 
further  than  this,  and  add,  that,  from 
what  I  know  of  the  character  of  the  public 
press,  and  the  connection  subsisting  be- 
tween it  and  the  government,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  my  opinion,  that 
the  press  is  an  engine  by  far  too  powerful 
and  too  independent  to  bewade  use  of  in 
the  way  alluded  to;  even  if  the  govern- 
ment were  disposed,  which  it  is  not,  to 
make  the  attempt  [hear!  and  a  laugh, 
from  the  Opposition  Benches].  Noble 
lords  may  laugh ;  but  if  they  were  again 
sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House — I  say, 
if  they  were  here^  and  had  to  settle  the' 
question  of  influence — I  will  add  of  inde- 
pendence— ^with  the  press,  they  would 
soon  ascertain  their  error,  and  find  it  an 
instrument  too  powerful  to  be  so  readily 
controlled.  My  lords,  I  regret  the  seces- 
sion of  my  noble  friends,  from  the  bottom 
of  my  soul :  but  I  do  not  impugn  the 
integrity  of  their  motives.  I  do  not  im- 
pute to  them  confederacy — I  impute  no- 
thing, I  do  not  impute  to  them  factious 
motives,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  be- 
lieve it  possible,  I  do  not  impute  to  them 
concert  or  conspiracy — I  impute  no  such 
thing.  I  am  rather  disposed  to  say,  that 
difficulties  and  differences  arose  out  of  a 
difficult  case,  and  that  the  separation  which 
I  lament,  has  been  mainly  attributable  to 
want  of  sufficient  concert  and  communi- ' 
cation.    ^More  communication  might,   I 
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no  doubt  be  an  object  of  interesting  and 
important  inquiry,  to  know  by  whom  that 
advice  had  been  given,  and  on  what  ground. 
— H&  would  now 'say  a  word  as  to  who  were 
the  miniBters.  On  this  point  they  learned 
from  the  press,  that  some  of  those  indi- 
viduals i^ere  only  like  .the  doubles  in  the 
French  theatre,  holding  the  place  of  the 
real  characters  which  were  afterwards  to 
appear.  The  rapidily  with  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  formed  the  cabinet, 
.when  disappointed  in  one  quarter  turned 
to  another,  bis  junction  with  the  Whigs, 
at  the  very  moment  that  be  parted  from 
bis  Tory  friends,  must  have  reminded 
them  of  the  quotation  in  the  Antj|Jacobin, 
'*  A  sudden  thought  strikes  me !  let  us 
swear  eternal  friendship."  The  coalition 
thus  formed  had  been  described  as  ''  un- 
natural and  unprecedented."  Unprece- 
dented it  might  be  in  some  respects ;  but 
for  his  part,  he  thought  it  was  veiy  natural 
and  justifiable;  but  he  h^  his  doubts 
whether  it  was  quite  sudden.  Those  who 
had  marked  the  progress  of  circumstances 
for  some  time  past,  must  have  looked  upon 
this  coalition  as  very  natural.  Its  approach 
might  have  been  perceived  in  many  of  the 
recent  measures;  where  the  opinions  of  one 
side  of  the  House  were  patronized  and 
adopted  by  the  other,  and  where,  from  day 
to  day,  the  approaches  in  one  quarter  were 
very  favourably  received  by  the  other.  The 
coalition,  then,  whatever  might  be  thought 
of  it  in  other  respects,  could  not  be  said 
to  be  unnatural. — But,  leaving  this  junc- 
tion to  work  its  way,  there  was  one  great 
point  to  which  he  was  anxious,  before  he 
concluded,  to  call  their  lordships'  atten- 
tion :  that  waB  the  Catholic  question.  It 
would  be  recollected,  that  diat  measure 
had  been  proposed  in  the  other  House ; 
though  it  was  withdrawn  in  their  lordships'. 
It  was,  he  believed,  understood,  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  government  to  in- 
troduce it  at  present.  The  Catholics  of 
Ireland  were  advised  ;  and  their  priests 
would  repeat  the  advice,  to  observe  for 
the  present  a  morbid  and  lethargic  stillness, 
*'  to  seem  like  the  flower,  but  be  the 
serpent  under  it."  But  were  they  weak 
enough  to  suppose,  that  the  friends  of  the 
constitution  would  wait  for  the  time  when 
it  might  be  the  pleasure  of  the  other  party 
to  assail  its  best  saf^^^ard  ?  They  could 
not  wait  till  the  right  hon.  gentleman  might 
have  it  in  his  power  to  introduce  into  their 
lordships'  house,  men  able  to  enforce  his 


measures,  and  g^ve  the  weight  of  their  siip* 
port  to  his  opinions.  He,  therefore,  feared 
he  should  be  compelled  to  submit  to  their 
lordships'  consideration,  a  motion,  the  pre* 
cise  terms  of  which  he  would  not  now 
state,  but  the  object  of  which  would  be,  to- 
call  for  an  expression  of  their  lordships' 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, in  the  most  explicit  manner.  On 
the  4th  of  June,  he  should  propose  a  reso- 
lution«  in  favour  of  Catholic  emancipation, 
to  the  fullest  extent  that  any  such  resolu- 
tion had  ^er  been  carried ;  or,  if  that  were 
not  agreed  to,  move  the  House  for  an  -ad- 
dress to  his  majesty  to  elicit  a  declaraidon 
from  the  Crown,  of  a  contrary  tendency — 
such  as  it  befitted  a  Protestant  parliament 
to  suggest — such  as  no  king  since  James 
the  2nd  had  ever  been  advised  to  refuse — 
yet  such  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  now 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  must,  if  he 
continued  to  hold  office,  advise  his  majesty 
to  refuse. 

Viscount  Goderich  (late  the  right  hon. 
Frederick  Robinson)  rose,  and  spoke  to 
the  following  efiect: — My  lords,  I  feel 
called  upon,  indeed  compelled,  to  address 
your  lordships,  upon  the  subject  which 
has  beeujthis  evening  bi^ught  under  your 
consideration ;  and  in  doing  so,  I  ffn  free 
to  admit  I  feel  no  small  degree  of  anxiety; 
an  anxiety  arising,  partly  from  the  nature 
of  the  subject  itself;  and  partly  from  the 
circumstance  of  my  now  having  to  address 
your  lordships  for  the-first  time.  It  were 
worse  than  vain  for  me  to  deny,  or  attempt 
to  conceal,  the  unaffected  and  undisguised 
pain  with  which  I  feel  myself  forced  to 
address  myself  to  this  subject.  I  trust  it 
is  unnecassary  for  me  to  declare,  that  there 
does  not  exist  in  my  mind  the  most  trifling 
particle  of  ill-feeling  or  animosity  towards 
the  noble  and  right  nonourable  individuals 
in  question,  for  the  course  which  they 
have  thought  fit  to  take  on  the  present 
occasion.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  with  the 
most  perfect  sincerity  I  can  say,  that  I 
feel  for  those  distinguished  individuals  as 
much  respect  and  regard  as  the  greatest  of 
their  admirers  can  do.  My  lords,  I  ad- 
dress myself  with,  the  greatest  sorrow-;-the 
most  unfeigned  regret — to  this  question; 
and  I  am  free  to  confess,  that  it  is  not 
without  similar  feelings  that  I  have  been 
able  to  witness  the  separation  from  his 
majesty's  government,  of  men  with  whom, 
for  years,  I  have  been  proud  to  act,  not 
only  as  .colleagues  but  as  friends.  Bat,  |^ 
my  lords,  ^t  Uie  same  'time  t^t  I  mi^e 
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this  admission,  I  cannot  but  express  my 
opinion,  that  my  noble  friends,  when  they 
Mi  it  their  duty  to  witl^draw  their  services 
from  the  Crown,  adopted  that  course  at 
the  very  moment,  of  all  others,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  and  of  the 
government  made  it  peculiarly  desirable 
that  they  should  continue  to  render  them. 
However,  I  am  well  aware  that  a  right 
hon.  ffiend  of  mine,  the  late  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department,  felt  himself  |llaced 
in  so  peculiar  a  situation,  with  ^regard  to 
the  Catholic  question,  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  him  to  continue  a 
member  of  a  cabinet,  the  individual  at  the 
head  of  which  was  favourable  to  Catholic 
emancipation.  The  scruples  of  my  ri&;ht 
hon.  friend .  are,  perhaps,  capable  of  bemg 
accounted  for,  and  were  certainly  only  in 
strict  consistency  with  the  entire  tenor  of 
his  previous  conduct ;  but  I  confess  I  was 
not  prepared  for  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
course,  by  other  noble  individuals.  I  say 
this,  my  lords,  because  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  principle  of  lord  Liverpool's  ad- 
ministration was  one  of  perpetual  and  un- 
condidonal  exclusion  towards  any  body  of 
men  in  this  country ;  and,  because  those 
noble  individuals  felt  no  difficulty  in  co- 
operatiifg  with  the  government,  at  the  head 
of  which  was  placed  the  distinguished  in- 
dividual whom  I  have  named.  So  far  from 
that  administration  having  been  consti- 
tuted on  any  such  principle,  I  can  say,  for 
myself,  as  I  am  ceil^tain  1  can,  with  per- 
fect confidence,  declare,  on  the  part  or  my 
right  hon.  friend,  now  at  the  head  of  the 
cabinet,  that  if  I  had  conceived  that  such 
was  the  principle  of  lord  Liverpool's  admi- 
nistration, I  would  not  have  supported  it, 
or  made  one  of  its  members.  I  should 
at  once  have  obj^ted  to  any  such  prin- 
ciple; and,  feeling  as  I  do,  that  it  is  a 
principle  on  which  a  government  ought 
not  to  be  founded,  1  should  also  have, 
unconditionally,  declined  joining  a  cabinet 
so  constituted.  My  noble  friend  has  stated, 
that  he  was  informed  by  my  right  -hon. 
friend  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  that 
ft  was  at  one  time  intended  to  propose  to 
his  majesty  to  place  the  individual  who 
now  addresses  your  lordships  at  the  head 
of  the  government.  My  lords,  this  would 
have  been  to  me  an  honour  as  unexpected 
as  unmerited — an  honour,  and  a  respon- 
sibility, which  (high  as  they  are)  no  con- 
sideration on  earth  could  have  tempted  me 
#t>  undertake,  except  the  hope  that  I 
ipight  thereby  be  infde  the  instrument  of 


keeping  together  the  constituent  elements 
of  an  administration,  which  has  been  so 
unhappily  dispersed.  But,  my  lords,  the 
proposition  is  one  of  whidh  I  never,  until 
the  present  moment,  heard,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  in  no  degree  responsible  for  it. 
As  it  is  a  plan  of  which  I  had  no  know-' 
ledge,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  con- 
sequences which  may  be  supposed  to  have 
resulted  from  its  not  having  been  put  into 
execution. — My  noble  friends  complain  of 
having  been  assailed  by  the  basest  misre- 
presentation and  calumny.  My  lords, 
whatever  may  be  the  calumny  or  misre- 
presentation which  they  have  endured,  I 
can  declare,  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
that  it  finds  no  responsive  feeling  in  my 
mind.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  declare, 
that  of  any  such  attacks  I  can  be  neither 
a  patron  nor  a  partizan.  When  it  is  ad- 
ded— as  it  has  been  added — ^that,  in  the 
attacks  which  are  complained  of,  the  press 
has  been  under  the  mfluence  of  the  go- 
vernment, 1  take  leave,  my  lords,  in  a" 
manner  the  most  distinct  and  unqualified, 
totally  to  deny  the  assertion.  I  will  go 
further  than  this,  and  add,  that,  from 
what  I  know  of  the  character  of  the  public 
press,  and  the  connection  subsisting  be- 
tween it  and  the  government,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  my  opinion,  that 
the  press  is  an  engine  by  far  too  powerful 
and  too  independent  to  beoiade  use  of  in 
the  way  alluded  to;  even  if  the  govern- 
ment were  disposed,  which  it  is  not,  to 
make  the  attempt  [hear!  and  a  laugh, 
from  the  Opposition  Benches].  Noble 
lords  may  laugh ;  but  if  they  were  again 
sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House — I  say, 
if  they  were  here,  and  had  to  settle  the 
question  of  influence — I  will  add  of  inde- 
pendence— ^with  the  press,  they  would 
soon  ascertain  their  error,  and  find  it  an 
instrument  too  powerful  to  be  so  readily 
controlled.  My  lords,  I  regret  the  seces- 
sion of  my  noble  friends,  from  the  bottom 
of  my  soul :  but  I  do  not  impugn  the 
integrity  of  their  motives.  1  do  not  im- 
pute to  them  confederacy — I  impute  no- 
thing, I  do  not  impute  to  them  factious 
motives,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  be- 
lieve it  possible,  I  do  not  impute  to  them 
concert  or  conspiracy — I  impute  no  such 
thing.  I  am  rather  disposed  to  say,  that 
difficulties  and  differences  arose  out  of  a 
difficult  case,  and  that  the  separation  which 
I  lament,  has  been  mainly  attributable  to 
want  of  sufficient  concert  and  communi- ' 
cation.    .More  communication  might,  I 
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am  satisfied,  liave  prevented  much  of  what 
t  must  ever  call  the  mischief  that  has  arisen 
oat  of  the  dissolution  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration. When  my  right  hon.  friend,  who 
is  now  at  the  head  of  ^e  Treasury,  com- 
municated to  me,  that  he  had  received  the 
commands  of  his  majesty  to  form  an  ad- 
ministration, and  asked  me  to  constitute 
a  part  of  it,  I  felt  it  to  he  my  duty  to 
state,  that  t  diould  obey  his  majesty's 
eommailds,  and  remain  a  member  of  Ihe 
cabinet.  My  lords,  1  did  this,  because  I 
felt  that  the  administration  which  had  sub- 
sisted for  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  which 
had  been  formed  on  the  basis  of  leaving 
the  Catholic  question  a  question  of  neu- 
trality, open  to  each  individual  of  the 
ministry  to  form  his  own  judgment  upon, 
i^as  an  administration  that  had  been  proved 
to  be  beneficial  to  the  country.  My  lords, 
I  ibund  that  the  government  so  consti- 
tuted, had  been  successfully  carried  on, 
under  circumstances  of  no  ordinary  diffi- 
culty and  danger ;  and  further,  my  brds, 
that  it  had  carried  the  country  through 
those  dangers  and  difficulties,  in  a  manner 
that  had  been  seldom  equalled,  and  never 
surpassed.  I  found  that  admbistration 
possessing  the  concurrence  and  confidence 
of  the  king,  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  believe  I  may  add,  of  the 
country  at  large.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  saw  no  reason  to  doubt  that  if 
the  administration,  though  it  had  lost  its 
leader^  remained  united  as  heretofore,  it 
might  continue  to  efiect  similar  porpoees, 
prove  equally  popular,  and  forward  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  while  it  secured  the 
confidence  of  the  sovereign.  Therefore  it 
was,  my  lords,  that,  wiUiout  asking  my 
right  hon.  friend  what  others  intended  to 
do.  I  replied  to  the  communication  which 
had  been  made  to  me,  by  stating  that  my 
humble  services  were  at  his  majesty's  com- 
mand. Having  no  feeling  existing  in  my 
mind  against  taking  office  under  Uie  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  is  now  first  commis- 
sioner of  the  Treasury,  I  felt,  my  lords, 
that  it  would  be  equejly  base  and  incon- 
sistent in  me  to  make  my  consent  contin- 
gent on  the  accepting  or  rejection  of  office 
by  other  members  of  the  late  cabinet,  who, 
taking  a  different  view  of  circumstances 
from  myself,  could  ofier  no  reason  for  re- 
tiring in  which  I  could  concur.  My  lords, 
their  objection  that  the  individual  pro- 
posed to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
cabmet  was  favourable  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  Catholic  claimS|  was  to  be  no  ob- 


Tk$  tifw  A4mbmMiikmr^ 


47S 


tjection  whatever;  and  it  was,  therefov^ 
impossible  that  1  should  make  common 
cause  with  them.  My  noUe  friend,  wh(» 
spoke  last,  has  alluded  to  the  present 
state  of  the  govemment-*a  state  at  which 
he  has  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  in  do 
measured  terins  of  condemnation.  All  I 
can  say,  in  answer  to  the  noble  lord's  com^ 
plainta  is,  that  if  the  government  is  not 
satisfactory  to  my  noble  friends,  Itisnd 
fault  4of  oursi  but  rather  of  those  who 
have  separated  themselves  from  ns«  The 
object  of  my  right  hon.  friend  now  at  the 
head  of  the  cabinet  was,  to  keep  together 
the  elements  of  lord  yverpool's  govern* 
ment;  and  when  thej  were  dissipated,  ii 
was  1^  no  act  of  his.  When  tne  nc^ila 
indivicRiab  withdrew  themselves  fionf 
amongst  as,  in  what  situation  were  we 
placed  ?  Was  my  right  hon.  friend  to  go 
to  his  majesty  and  say,  *'  Sire,  you  hatd 
laid  upon  me  your  royal  oommaAaa  to  form 
an  administration;  but  I  can  make  no 
attempt  to  form  one  ?"  Wks  my  right  hon, 
friend  to  say,  ''  I  will  run  away  from  the 
post  assi^ed  me  by  his  majesty  ,**  md,  by 
so  doing,  leave  his  nu^eaty  in  a  piedica^ 
ment,  such  as  no  sovereign  was  ever  placed 
in  before  ?  My  lords,  nty  right  hon.  friend 
had  no  other  alternative  than  to  act  as  he 
has  acted ;  and,  I  may  add,  his  msgesty 
had  no  other  resource — for  it  is  a  noto« 
nous  and  undoubted  fact,  that  the  indi-« 
viduals  who  are  understood  to  be  adverse 
to  the  Catholic  cause  would  not  consent 
to  form  a  government,  when  applied  to  do 
so,  on  the  principle  of  oj^position  to  the 
Roman  Catholk»,  In  what  sitaatbn,  theu* 
was  his  majesty  placed?  The  king  could 
not  hav%ffecoufBe  to  these  individuab  in  the 
foimation  of  an  administration,  for  Ykey 
had  refused  their  support  and  assistance 
to  the  sovereign,  who  was,  therefore,  driven, 
by  the  refusal,  to  take  other  st^,  and 
d^  with  persons  professing  diffierent 
principles.  The  opponents  of  tbeCathoIica 
would  neither  take  office  themselves  in  an 
adminbtration  conducted  on  the  principle 
of  exclusion,  nor  unite  with  us  in  one 
framed  on  principles  of  neutralibf.  Mf 
lords,  under  such  circumstances,  1  do  not 
know  on  what  principle  we  could  have 
said  to  hia  majesty,  **  We  will  make  no 
efibrt,  in  compliance  with  your  ma}estVc 
desires,  to  conduct  a  Government  on  the 
same  principles  of  a  divided  Cabinet  an 
before."  Be  the  evils  of  a  cabinet  divided 
on  a  question  of  great  national  importaaoe 
what  they  may— <aAd/tey  lordly  I  am  ae| 
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the  niii  to  thiit  my  «yet  t»  iMm  of  deny 
their  exiBtence>^I  aey  we  have  the  nosi 
vdeqi^vQCal  proof  in  the.  history  of  the 
gOTenneat,  during  the  last  fiftaen  yeara, 
that  a  eabinet  so  oonatmcted  can  aet  with 
advantage  to  the  state ;  and^  fartiier,  my 
lords,  tmit  the  eomitry  is  ptepated  to  iup<' 
pert  a  eabinet  ibiinded  upon  these  princi- 
fkB.  The  noble  carl  who  last  ad^ssed 
yenr  lofdshipft,  animadyerted,  with  a 
mixtare  of  asperity  in  the  sentimenl^  and 
obscurity  in  the  eapresrion,  on  the  conduct 
of  the  existing  government^  and  the  iink>n 
^ich  has  taicsn  place  between  certain 
iadifiduals  who  coaipose  the  admilii8tra« 
taon.  At  the  same  time  the  noUe  earl 
admits,  that  what  he  is  pleased  to  call 
^  the  cxMditioa  "  is  **  neither  linnatural  nor 
wipffecede&ted,''  and  yet  it  comes  in  for 
to  moderate  share  of  his  indisnation. 
The  noble  earl  declares,  that  he  has 
looked  with  sttspicioB  on  the  conduct  of 
Ae  government  for  some  years  back,  be* 
cause  within  that  period,  they  have  suc- 
ceeded m  conoiliating  to  themselves  per- 
aoAs  professing  opinions,  to  which  Uiey 
had  been  formerly  opposed.  This  is  the 
gnmnd  of  my  noble  mend's  saspiciotts  ap- 
pfehenskm  of  the  conduct  of  the  cabiriet, 
and  the  infertnee  from  it  is  equally  dis- 
graceful to  oier  principles  and  our  feelings; 
as  if  we  had  compromised  our  public 
conduct,  and  sacrificed  our  honour, 
fer  the  sake  of  getting  a  little  ease  to 
ourselves,  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
mettures  of  our  admtnisteation !  My 
kids,  I  at  once  saw  to  what  the  noble 
eari  diuded  -^  I  was  aware  he  meant 
those  subjects  of  intehid  policy  which  I 
introduced,  and  which  caused  so  much 
debate  and  discussion,  as  well  in  this  place 
as  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament.  I 
readily  admit,  mj  lords,  that  I  am  the 
individual,  who  of  all  others,,  whether  in 
his  majesty's  government  or  out  of  it,  am 
peculiarly  to  blame  for  th^  introduction  of 
these  measures  into  this  country — if  the 
measures  be  in  themselves  Uameworthy. 
What  I  have  done  in  thia  respect  I  have 
done  sincerely ;  and  if  I  am  vrrong,  let  me 
akme  be  blamed  fior  it  My  lords,  if  the 
qratem  beerroneous,  let  it  be  retraced ;  but 
let  not  the  Uarike  be  thrown  on  individuals 
who  are  not  iti  aothers.  Author  of  tibe 
^stem  I  hate  not  the  vanity  to  esll  mysdf; 
for  it  can  scarcely  be  termed  onginaL 
But,  my  levds,  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that 
I  have,  from  time  to  time,  endeavoured  to 
vail  ttysalf  of  the  earliest   and   moot 
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ftvanrAIe  oppottbnity  to  introduce  into 
the  svstem  of  our  eaistifig  reenlations, 
what  has  been  mistakenly  allied,  by  my 
opponents,  iano^atioh,  but  whieh  really 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  attempt 
to  bring  back  the  country  to  thote  princi-^ 
pies,  frotii  which,  undtf  the  presmve  6f 
peculiar  circumstances,  stud  in  the  course 
of  a  war  of  unezAm|ded  length  and  diffi-* 
culty^  it  had  departed.  My  lords,  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  I  advocated 
those  measures — measures,  which,  notwith- 
standing the  denunciations  of  my  noble 
friend^  I  am  convinced,  will,  in  the  end^ 
etninently  conduce  to  the  promotion  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  country..  That 
the  system  in  question  will  eventuaHy 
produce  this  desirable  result^  I  have 
no  manner  of  doubt.  However,  my 
lords,  these  measures,  whoever  wan 
their  author,  are  entirely  attributable  to 
the  united  councils  of  the  government; 
every  member  of  which  having  acquiesced 
in  their  adoption,  is  as  responsible  for  the 
act,  as  the  individual  who  brought  them 
forward.  Therefore  it  is,  that  I  feel  lesa 
disposed  to  complain  of  the  courK  adopted 
by  my  noble  triend,  in  relation  fo  tiiis 
suliject. — I  am  afraid,  my  lordsy  that  i 
hilve  trespassed  on  your  lordships^  time 
and  patience  much  longer  than  I  dught  tor 
have  done,  and  that  I  may  have  expressed 
myself  with  Aoiore  wateth  and  lesa  self- 
pdsssssion  thtei  was  becoming  on  an 
occasion  of  such  importance  as  the  present. 
My  lords,  I  will  not  attempt  arrogantly  ta 
anticibate  tha^ueeess  whmh  may  attend 
mylaooursin  the  department  which  hie 
ma^ty  has  been  graciously  pleased  tv 
assign  to  me  jn  the  government;  bat  I  dm 
trust,  thstt  in  the  discharge  of  those  datiee 
which  devolve  upon  me  in  m^  office  of 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  ookmies,  1  need 
not  despair  of  securing  the  good  opinionr 
of  your  loidships ;  the  rather  as  I  stend 
here  on  principles  of  pnblio  advantwe, 
and  with  a  sinceiie  desire  to  nroitaote  me 
interests  of  the  country.  My  lords,  I 
call  assure  you  I  am  not  here  through  any 
motives  of  individual  ambition,  or  a  desire 
to  gretify  personal  objects.  So  far  from 
it,  tt  Ihad  acted  solely  in  accordance  with 
the  diotates  of  my  own  wishes,  I  should 
not  now  ham*die  honour  to  address  your 
lordships.  I  repeat,  my  lords,  I  have  no 
object  of  personal  ambition  to  grati^f « and 
cad  therefore  throw  myself  with  coandenee 
on  your  lordships'  candour  and  fiavonndde 
oonatmetion,  because  my  conscience  tslb 
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me,  that  my  aim  has  solely  been,  the  pitK 
motion  of  the  honour  of  my  king,  and  the 
good  of  his  people. 

Earl  Bathurst  assigned,  as  one  motive 
which  had  induced  him  to  disconnect 
himself  from  the  existing  administration, 
the  fact  c^f  his  having  ascertained  that 
certain  individuals,  formerly  his  colleagues, 
and  on  whose  judgment  he  placed  the  most 
implicit  reliance,  had  resigned.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  earl  of  Liverpool's  government, 
in  relation  to  the  Catholic  question,  h^d 
been  one  of  neutrality,  and  every  minister 
of  the  cabinet  was  at  liberty  to  vote  as  he 
thought  best.  He  had  approved  of  this 
system,  which  left  the  government  free 
and  irresponsible,  and  thought  that  an 
administration  exclusively  composed  of 
friends  or  opponents  of  the  Catholics,  was 
by  no  means  desirable.  When,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  ap- 
pointment, he  understood  that  the  country 
was  deprived  of  the  services  of  so  great  a 
number  of  his  distinguished  colleagues, 
he  thought  he  should  not  have  been 
justified  had  he  continued  to  act  with  the 
ri?ht  hon.  gentleman.  In  the  present 
aaministration  there  were  but  three  indi- 
viduals who  were  supposed  to  be  adverse 
to  the  Catholic  claims.  For  these  indi- 
viduals he  entertained  the  greatest  respect. 
He  was  fully  sensible  of  the  great  talents 
and  acQuirements  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  who  now  occupied  the  woolsack. 
With  respect  to  the  noble  marquis  (Angle- 
sea)  who  was  understood  to  entertain 
similar  opinions  to  those  o^the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  on  the  subject  of  concessions 
to  the  CathoKcSy  he  could  assure  his  noble 
friend  that  he  entertained  ^r  him  great 
personal  regard.  For  the  noble  baron 
(Bezley)  he  entertained  similar  feelings, 
and  must  ever  retain  a  strong  recollection 
of  his  important  services  during  the  war, 
as  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  With 
such  colleagues  as  these,  he  could  have 
felt  no  objection  to  act,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  retnrement  of  so  many  noble  friends 
in  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  place  the 
greatest  confidence.  The  noble  earl  then 
proceeded  to  advert  to  the  singular  coin- 
cidence which  occurred  in  the  resignations 
of  so  many  cabinet  ministers,  simulta- 
neously— ^a  coincidence  the  ^ore  extraor- 
dinary, as  it  could  not  now  be  doubted 
that  it  was  purely  accidental.  There  was 
no  concert  in  the  steps  which  those  noble 
individuals  had  taken.  The  noble  earl 
concluded  by  re-stating,  that  it  was  im- 
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possible  fo^him  to  continue  to  hold  office 
m  a  cabinet  constituted  as  the  present. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  said,  that  he 
could  not  remain  entirely  silent  on  the 
present  occasion,  although  the  subject  had 
been  so  fully  explained  and  so  ably  argued 
by  his  noble  friends  who  had  preceded 
him,  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for 
him  to  trespass  long  upon  their  lordships' 
attention.  .  It  was  frequently  a  matter  of 
considerable  difficulty  to  estimate  the  mo- 
tives which  actuated  different  men  under 
different  circumstances.  There  were  often 
considerations  which  operated  almost  in- 
sensibly upon  a  man's  own  self,  and  of 
which  therefore  it  was  utterly  impossible 
for  any  other  man  to  judge,  llie  reasons, 
however,  which  had  induced  him  to  take 
the  step  which  he  had  recently  taken  were 
short  and  clear ;  and  with  their  lordships^ 
permission  he  would^  state  them.  But^ 
before  doing  so,  he  would  endeavour  to 
answer  the  two  serious  chaiges  which  had 
been  preferred  against  so  many  of  the 
members  of  his  majesty's  late  government. 
In  the  first  place,  they  were  charged  with 
caballing  against  the  government  itself; 
and,  in  die  second  place,  they  were  char|ped 
with  the  more  serious  offence  of  intending^ 
to  invade  the  exercise  of  his  majesty's 
prerogative.  It  was  certainly  a  most  sm- 
gular  thing  that  this  charge  of  wishing  to 
invade  his  majesty!s  prerogative  was  ad- 
vanced by  those  who  were  no  great  friends 
of  the  royal  prerogative,  against  those  who 
had  always  manifested  themselves  its  Dbst 
supporters.  The  circumstances  which  had 
already  been  stated  by  his  noble  friends 
sufficiently  proved  that  the  recent  occur- 
rences had  not  arisen  from  any  thing  like 
cabal.  For  his  own  part,  bethought,  with 
his  noble  friend  on  the  Treasury  bench, 
that  it  was  unfortunate  there  had  not  been 
something  |pore  approaching  to  cabal; 
because  it  was  on  that  account  that  what 
had  taken  placQ  came  on  every  man  by 
surprise.  He  most  firmly  believed  thai 
every  indivkiual  concerned  had  acted  from 
the  suggestion  of  his  own  feelings,  and 
without  the  slightest  concert  with  his  coU 
leagues.  With  respect  to  himself,  at  least, 
he  most  positively  denied  that  he  was 
liable  to  the  imputation  which  had  been 
thrown  out  on  the  subject.  With  respect 
to  the  imputed  attack  on  the  royal  prero- 
gative, he  wished  first  to  know  what  the 
prerogative  was  which  they  were  charged 
with  attacking  ?  That  it  was  his  majesty's 
prerogative  to  appoint  whom  he  chose  ta 


481 


^fihe  kUe  MmUiers. 


Mat  2,  1827. 


48!} 


be  ptiae  mhittter,  no  man  could  possibly 
doubt.  Buty  was  it  a  part  of  his  majesty's 
pffeiogatiTe  to  make  a  man  senre  ra  the 
cabinet  withoat  his  own  consent?  Was 
a  man  to  be  called  upon  to  become  a 
member  of  a  cabinet  without  the  least 
reference  to  whether  or  not*he  reposed 
any  confidence  in  the  indi?idual  who  was 
placed  at  its  head  ?  Would  he  be  bound 
to  support  a  cabinet  at  the  head  of  which 
might  be  placed  a  reformer,  or  a  democrat  ? 
Was  it  a  part  of  his  majesty's  prerogative 
to  insist  upon  such  an  acquiescence  ?  Was 
it  not  the  undoubted  privilege  of  a  British 
subject  to  act  on  his  own  sense  of  honour  ? 
Was  it  not  his  duty,  if  he  felt  that  cir- 
cumstances called  upon  him  to  do  so, 
silently  to  retire  from  office;  sacrificing 
diat  which  was  the  object  of  the  efforts  of 
thousands,  to  the  dictates  of  his  con- 
science? He  wished,  to  know,  if  it  were 
an  offence  against  the  constitution  to  retire 
from,  or  to  decline  office,  how  many  of 
the  noble  lords  who  surrounded  him,  now 
many  of  the  noble  lords  and  right  honour- 
able gentlemen  of  former  days,  had  been 
guilty  of  it  ?  When  Mr.  Fox,  the  duke 
of  Portland,  and  another  distinguished 
individual  thought  proper  to  leave  lord 
Shelbume's  administration,  was  that  an 
attack  on  his  majesty's  prerogative  ?  When 
the  marquis  of  Wellesley  was  appointed 
by  his  majesty  to  construct  an  adminis- 
tration in  1812,  was  the  refusal  of  the 
earl  of  Liverpool  and  others  to  serve  under 
him^  because  he  did  not  approve  of  certain 
parts  of  the  noble  marquis  s  political  opin- 
ions, especially  on  the  subject  of  Catholic 
emancipation,  an  attack  on  the  king's 
prerogative  ?  Was  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man at  present  the  first  lord  of  the  Trea- 
-sury,  guilty  of  an  attack  on  the  royal  pre- 
Toeative  when,  at  various  times,  ne  had 
refused  to  join,  or  had  ouitted  his  maiesty's 

Sovemment?  The  riffht  hon*  gentleman 
ad  committed  this  neinous  offence  in 
1809,  and  again  in  1820.  For  his  part, 
be  had  always  conceived  that  it  was  the 
undoubted  right  of  every  public  man  to 
judge  of  the  character  of  a  government 
for  himself;  to  consider  whether  or  not 
its  continuance  was  likely  to  be  beneficial ; 
and  if  it  should  appear  to  him  not  to  be 
so,  to  perform  his-  duty  to  his  king  and 
country,  by  refusing  to  countenance  or 
support  it. — Having  thus  relieved  himself 
from  the  two  diarges  of  cabal,  and  an 
tnvasbn  of  the  royal  prerogative,  he  would 
state  as  shortly  as  he  could,  the  grounds 
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on  which  he  had  recently  acted ;  and  he 
trusted  that  those  grounds  would  appear 
to  their  lordships  to  be  satisfactory.     In 
the  first  letter  which  he  had  received  on 
this  subject,  it  was  proposed  to  reconstruct 
the   administration   on  the   principles  of 
lord  Liverpool's  government;    a   proposi- 
tion which  met  with  his  ready  Sicquiescence. 
It  by  no  means  however  followed,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  because  the  com- 
munication was  made  to  him  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  was  at  that  period 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  or 
because  that  right  hon.    gentleman  had 
been  nominated  by  his  maiestv  to  form  an 
administration,  that  of  such  aaministration 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  was  ipso  facto 
the  chief.     When,  in   1807,  the  earl  of 
Liverpool  and  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
near  him  were  appointed  to  form  an  ad- 
ministration,  the  duke  of  Portland  was 
nevertheless  placed    at    its    head.     The 
answer  which  he  gave  to  the  communica- 
tion made  to  him — ^which  communication 
did  not  state  whom  it  was  intended  to 
place  at  the  head  of  the  government-^ 
was  not  positive,  but  conditional.     It  was 
to  the  effect,  that  if  the  chief  of  the  newly 
constructed  government   entertained  the 
same    principles    as  lord    Liverpool,    he 
should  be  happy  to  continue  one  of  itft 
members.     On  finding,  however,  that  that 
was  not  to  be  the  case,  he  had  resigned 
his  official  situation.     He  would  not  then 
enter  into  any  details  of  •  the   Catholic 
question;   but,   entertaining  the  opinion, 
right  or  wrong,  which  he  entertained  re- 
specting it,  he  could  not  consent  to  remain 
one  of  an  administration,  with  almost  the 
whole  board  of  his  colleagues  in  direct 
hostility  to  him.     Who  did  not  know  that 
the  opinions  of  the  first  lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury always  gave  a  decided  tone  and  co- 
lour to  the  whole  administration  ?    Who 
did  not  know  what  were  the  opinions  of 
the  present  first  lord  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  Uatholic  question  ?    It  was  true  that 
his  two  noble  friends  now  in  the  cabinet, 
who  were  unfriendly  to  any  further  con- 
cession to  the  Catholics,  might  be  per- 
mitted to  give  their  solitary  votes  on  the 
subject;  but  of  what  avail  would  they  be 
against  the   immense  preponderance  on 
the  other  side  ?    He  had  *Ted  his  ma 
jesty  for  many,  many  years  ;  and  he  had 
discontinued  to  do  so  only  when  he  became 
convinced  that  the  continuance  of  his  ser- 
vices would  be  no  longer  beneficial  either 
to  his  majesty  or  to  the  country. 
R 
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Lord  Melville  begged  to  be  allowed  to 
trouble  their  lordships  with  a  few  remarks. 
The  members  of  his  majesty's  late  admi- 
nistration, who  had  resign^  their  official 
situations^  had  been  chajqged  with  conspi- 
racy. For  himself,  he  declared  distinctly, 
and;  on  his  honour,  that  from  the  hour  of 
lord  LiverpooFs  illness  down  to  the  hour 
of  his  resignation,  he  had  not  had  the 
slightest  communication  of  any  kind  or 
description  with  any  one  of  his  colleagues 
regardmg  the  formation  of  a  new  adminis- 
tration. The  right  hon.  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Huskisson)  had 
come  to  him  with  a  message,  stating  that 
the  right  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  had  received  his  majesty's 
command  to  form  an  administration  which 
should  be  on  the  principle  of  lord  Liver- 
pool's administration,  and  should,  as  much 
as  possible,,  comprehend  the  same  indi- 
viduals. His  immediate  answer  was,  that 
provided  he  was  not  required  to  give  any 
pledge  respecting  Catholic  emancipation, 
and  provided  that  the  riehthon.  gentleman 
could  succeed  in  keepmg  his  colleagues 
together,  he  had  no  objection  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  new  cabinet.  He  had  had  no 
further  communication  until  the  noon  of 
the  next  day,  when  he  had  an  interview 
with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself, 
whom  he  left  with  the  full  impression  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  succeed 
in  keeping  his  colleagues  together,  with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  right  hon. 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De< 
partraent.  Of  the  continuance  of  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  office,  Mr.  Can- 
ning spoke  doubtfully ;  at  the  same  time 
expressing  his  great  regret  at  the  possi- 
bility of  his  secession  from  the  caoinet. 
In  the  course  of  this  interview,  he  repeated 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  the  statement 
which  he  had  made,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  it  was  quite 
clear  tnat  he  had  not  acted  in  concert 
with  any  one.  In  fact  it  was  not  possible, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  that  any  concert 
or  conspiracy  whatever  could  have  existed. 
On  the  following  Thursday,  however,  he 
heard  that  not  only  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
but  the  nob)»  duke  at  the  head  of  the 
Army,  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
Woolsack,  and  the  noble  earl  presiding 
over  the  Colonial  Office,  had  mtimated 
their  intention  to  retire,  and  not  to  form 
a  part  of  the  new  administration.     He 
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immediately  determined  to  follow  their 
example;  notwithstanding  that,  on  the 
question  of  CathoUc  emancipation,  he  pur- 
sued a  different  course  from  them.  The 
noble  duke  had  that  night  distinctly  dis- 
claimed the  supposition  that  the  Catholic 
question  was  tne  consideration  by  which 
he  had  been  influenced  in  his  resignation.. 
What  he  (lord  Melville)  wished  to  know 
was,  whether,  when  it  was  proposed  to 
any  person  to  form  a  part  of  an  adminis- 
tration, it  was  imperative  upon  him  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  proposition,  and  to  ioin  that 
administration,  whatever  opinion  ne  mighls 
have  formed  of  its  stability  or  character  Z 
The  answer  to  that  question  was  the  ground 
on  which  he  stood.  He  had  the  greatest 
esteem  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
was  at  present  at  the  head  of  his  majestyV 
government ;  but  it  was  for  him  to  conai-* 
der  how  far  it  would  be  practicable  for  ike 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  carry  on  the  go- 
vernment, with  credit  to  himself  and  bene- 
fit to  the  country,  after  the  loss  of  so  many 
of  his  colleagues.  The  deprivation  of  the 
noble  earl  who  had  so  long  conducted  the 
government  with  so  much  ability,  honour^ 
and  tejxiper,  was  of  itself  a  severe  stroke 
upon  the  cabinet ;  but  when  to  that  was 
added  the  secession  of  his  noble  aod  right 
hon.  friends,  it  might  surely  be  permitted 
to  him  to  doubt  whether  by  the  i^mainin^ 
members  of  the  cabinet  the  government 
could  be  administered  as  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  administered.  It  had  been 
very  properly  said,  that  this  was  not  the 
place  to  review  any  thing  which  had  passed 
in  the  interior  of  his  majesty's  government; 
but  he  could  not  conceal  the  opinion 
which  he  had  formed  and  acted  upon,  re- 
specting the  late  change  in  the  adminis- 
tration. He  had  been  permitted  to  ap- 
proach his  majesty's  person  for  more  than 
twenty  years ;  and  after  he  had  come  to 
that  period  of  life,  when  active  services 
could  not  be  much  expected  from  him,  he 
asked,  was  it  to  be  expected  that  any  one 
in  such  a  situation  as  he  held,  should  be 
bound  to  accede,  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  persons  who  were  to  compose  a 
new  administration,  and  without  knowing 
whether  they  were  to  consist  of  friendi 
whom  he  had  known,  or  of  gentlemen, 
with  whom,  whatever  might  be  their  high 
reputation,  he  had  no  acquaintance  ?  And, 
supposing  that  the  ministiy  had  gone  on 
m  that  way,  he  must  say  (feeling,  as  he 
did,  the  highest  respect  for  the  talents  of 
the  fixBt  lord  of  the  Treasury),  that  stiU 
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the  change  from  the  government  of  lord 
Liverpool  was  a  change  for  the  worse.  He 
tboaght,  therefore,  from  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  that  their  lordships 
wouM  feel  he  had  a  right,  in  order  to  make 
up  his  judgment^  to  know,  before  he  joined 
an  administration,  of  what  materials  it  was 
to  be  composed. 

The  Marquis  Cktmden  said,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  transactions  which 
formed  the  subject-matter  of  the  present 
discussion,  except  what  he  had  collected 
from  the  statements  in  the  newspapers. 
Those  statements,  and  the  explanations  of 
the  noble  lords  in  that  House,  constituted 
all  the  knowledge  that  he  possessed  upon 
the  question ;  and  from  that  knowledge 
'he  should  say,  that,  so  far  from  things 
having  gone  wrong  from  any  cabal,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
there  had  )>een  so  little  commimication 
between  the  members  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration. It  seemed  to  him  that  there  had 
not  been  even  that  ordinary  and  common 
intercourse  which  ought  to  subsist  between 
members  of  the  same  government.  If 
such  an  intercourse  had  subsisted,  much 
of  what  had  occurred  might  have  been 
averted,  as  it  resulted,  in  a  great  degree, 
m  his  opinion,  from  a  want  of  a  full  and 
perfect  understanding  between  the  parties. 
The  noble  marquis  concluded  by  express- 
ing his  satisfaction  at  the  explanations  af- 
forded by  the  noble  lords,  of  the  grounds 
of  their  retirement  from  office. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said)  that 
he  bad  personally  received  the  most  gra- 
cious marks  of  the  royal  favour,  and  that 
never  did  man  feel  more  than  himself,  a 
sincere  and  ardent  attachment  to  his  ma- 
jesty's person  and  government.  He  was 
not  to  be  put  down  by  insinuations  which 
had  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  stating 
that  he  had  addressed  an  improper  letter 
to  his  majesty,  but  would  openly  state, 
that  the  moment  he  heard  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  prime  minister,  he 
had  immediately  resigned  the  office  which 
he  held,  of  lord  of  the  bedchamber.  His 
opinion  of  that  right  hon.  individual  was 
not  formed,  for  the  6r8t  time,  on  the  late 
occasion.  So  long  ago  as  1822,  when  he 
had  the  honour  of  being  ambassador  at 
Vienna,  he  had  predicted  to  his  noble 
friend,  the  duke  of^ Wellington,  and  stated 
to  him  his  conviction,  that,  if  that  indi- 
vidual, after  the  death  of  his  lamented 
brother,  was  appointed  Secretary  for  Fo» 
leigu  Mairs,  a  few  years  would  not  elapse 


before  he  would  show  that  be  would  not 
be  satisfied,  but  that  he  would  force  him- 
self to  the  head  of  his  majesty's  councils. 
That  right  hon.  gentleman  on  several,  but 
particularly  on  a  recent,  occasion,  had 
realized  that  conviction,  by  the  extraordi- 
nary speech  which  he  had  made  on  the 
affairs  of  Portugal.  The  principles  ad- 
vanced in  which  speech  amounted,  in  hii 
opinion,  to  a  departure  from  those  diplo-^ 
matic  relations  and  politicar  principles, 
which  were  considered  to  constitute  the 
principles  of  lord  Liverpool's  government, 
and  from  which  he  was  confident  that  his 
late  lamented  brother — ^than  whom  no  man 
was  actuated  with  a  more  ardent  and  de- 
voted love  for  his  country— would  never 
have  departed.  He  had  observed,  indeed, 
for  some  time  back,  that  new  principles 
were  creeping  into  the  government,  which 
he  could  not  conscientiously  support  as  a 
pieer  of  parliament,  and  he  therefore  re- 
signed the  situation  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  hold  under  his  majesty.  He 
would  invite  any  person  to  read  the  speech 
of  the  present  first  lord  of  the  Treasuiy  on 
the  affairs  of  Portuged,  and  ask  him,  if  the 
infatuated  enterprise  which  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  (ecommended  to  parlia- 
ment, was  not  in  diametiical  opposition  to 
all  the  principles  of  foreign  alliance  or 
diplomatic  relations,  on  which  this  coun^ 
try  had  invariably  acted.  As  to  support 
such  measures  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  to 
aim  at  the  subversion  of  all  those  princi- 
ples which  his  lamented  brother  main- 
tained, and  which  he  believed  to  lie  deep 
in  the  interests  of  his  country,  he  deter- 
mined no  longer  to  support  government. 
Another  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  present 
first  lord  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  country  was  attracted, 
was  bis  correspondence  with  his  illustrious 
friend  the  duke  of  Wellington,  which 
placed  him  in  that  situation  in  which  he 
was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  command 
of  the  army — a  retirement  which  went  to . 
the  heart  of  the  army  that  he  commandcfd, 
and  by  which  he  was  beloved.  He  would 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  House 
the  manner  in  which  his  majesty  was  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  introduce  the  mention 
of  his  name  in  the  General  Order  for  his 
appointment. 

"  The  King  feels,  that,  under  the  pre- 
sent afflicting  circumstances,  his  Majesty 
cannot  more  effectually  supply  the  loss 
which  the  nation  and  the  army  have  sus- 
tained, than  by  appointing  to  the  Chief 
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Command  of  Lib  Majes^s  Forces;  Field- 
Marshal  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton,  the  great  and  distingoished  General 
who  has  so  often  led  the  armjes  of  the 
nation  to  victory  and  glory,  and  whose 
bigh  military  renown  is  blended  with  the 
ki^ry  of  Europe/' 

Was  not,  he  wonld  ask,  that  man,  then, 
poblic  property,  and  ought  he,  of  all 
others,  to  oe  dismissed  or  deprived  of  his 
situation  ?  And,  to  speak  of  that  infatuated 
expedition  to  Portugal,  for  such  he  must 
call  it,  supposing  that  his  grace's  services 
were  to  he  wanted  there,  how  could  that 
minister  go  to  him,  and  ask  him  to  draw 
bis  sword,  after  the  exhibition  of  the  cor- 
lespondence  which  had  been  read  that 
night ;  which,  at  all  events,  proved  that 
he  did  not  want  the  noble  duke  to  remain 
in  office?  Such,  then,  being  the  case, 
that  minister  covJd  not  ask  him  to  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  army ;  and  he 
defied  any  man  so  situated,  to  have  acted 
in  any  other  way.  The  conduct  nursued 
towards  the  noble  duke  must  strike  their 
lordships  the  more  forcibly,  when  they  re- 
called to  their  recollection,  thai  the  period 
was  not  long  gone  by,  when  the  destinies 
of  the  country  were  wrapped  up  in  him. 
But  for  the  success  of  the  noble  duke, 
effected  by  his  extraordinary  powers  of 
mind,  perhaps  they  would  not  nave  been 
sitting  there.  Whatever  the  House  might 
do,  he  would  not  compromise  the  Catholic 
question.  A  noble  marquis  (Lansdown), 
who  had  been  the  chief  supporter  of  it  in 
that  House,  might,  if  he  thought  fit,  leave 
his  situation  on  the  Opposition  benches, 
and  sit  down  opposite,  to  support* what? 
lord  Liverpool s  Government!  Would 
he,  or  would  any  noble  lord,  dare  to  tell 
him,  that  they  would  take  one  step  in 
fiivour  of  the  Catholic  question  ?  Then, 
what  would  the  Irish  Koman  Catholics 
think  of  it  ?  Were  they  to  take  the  will 
ibr  the  deed?  After  aU  those  outward 
^and  visible  signs  of  government  favour, 
*weretheyto  get  nothmg?  For  his  own 
part,  he  would  rather  see  the  country 
tranquillized  :  he  would,  nUher  than  pur- 
sue such  a  course,  see  the  question  laid 
aside,  and  the  government  in  the  hands  of 
the  late  Secretary  fos  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, ^vho  had,  last  night,  made  a  speech 
which  did  him  the  highest  honour,  and 
which  would  be  borne  in  mind  so  long  lb 
consisteocy  was  distuguished  from  incon- 
sistency, and  honesty  was  preferred  to  dis- 
honesty.   He  confessed  he  had  rather  see 
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that  right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  government.  If  the  friends  of  eman* 
cipation  were  to  see  him  Prime  l^inister, 
even  on  the  principle  of  the  exclusion  of 
the  Catholics,  they  would  at  least  know 
the  difficulties  opposed  to  them,  and  Would 
be  relieved  from  excited  and  defeated 
hopes,  to  which  they  were  now  suUected, 
without  any  fair  prospect  of  their  definite 
termination.  Among  the  extraordinary 
features  which  characterized  the  present 
administration,  he  could  not  forbear  ob* 
serving,  that  on  the  side  of  the  new  go* 
veimment  were  found,  for  the  first  time, 
united,  persons  who  had  fcNrmeriy  been 
invariably  opposed :  there  were  found  on 
the  side  of  the  minister  one  hon.  baionet 
(sir  F.  Burdett)  who  was  considered  the 
Man  of  the  People,  and  another  gentle- 
man, of  great  l^al  ability,  who  had  been 
heard  in  that  House  as  the  advocate  of  the 
late  queen ;  but  these  gentlemen,  forsooth, 
were  seen  supporting  the  government  of 
lord  Liverpool  I  He  had  now  spoken  hii 
sentiments  plainly  and  freely ;  he  was  no 
orator,  but  he  hoped  he  was  a  man  of 
sense.  He  would  not  go  to  a  bookselleff 
to  print,  or  to  alter,  his  speech.  Having 
thus  conscientiously  given  his  opinion,  he 
would  sit  down,  with  gratitude  to  their 
lordships  for  their  indulgence.  He  woidd 
not  have  trespassed  on  U&e  House,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  treatment  experienced  fay 
his  illustrious  commander,  with  whom  he 
had  gone  through  perils  and  dangers, 
which  that  noble  person  would  not  deigB 
to  look  back  upon-^a  man  who,  he  wmud 
say,  was  adored  by  his  officers,  and-dis^ 
tinguished  by  having  gained  the  most 
glorious  vicUMries.  Betote  he  sat  down, 
he  should  say  that  he  did  not  envy  the 
noble  marquis  (of  Anglesea)  the  tottering 
seat  to  which  he  had  attained — ^for  con- 
vinced he  was,  that  that  noble  lord's 
triumph  would  be  but  momentaiv — and 
thought  that  he  would  have  acted  modk 
better  than  by  accepting  it,  m  reconciling 
the  breaches,  if  any  there  were,  between 
two  illustrious  individuals.  Then  he 
would  have  stood  on  higher  grounds,  and 
in  a  better  position,  than  he  did  at  pie- 
sent 

The  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  said,  that  he 
should  have  contented  himself  wiUi  listen- 
iog  to  the  explanations  of  those  nofak 
lords  who  had  retired  from  government^ 
and  of  those  also  who  bad  been  appointed 
to  the  new  adminbtration,  had  it  not  beta 
that  he  and  those  with  whom  he  acted 


4S9 


JBxposiium  of  the  late  MmUiers* 


Hat  %,  1827. 


4M 


were  80«p«rsoiiaIly  alluded  to,  as  to  render 
ft  imperative  on  nim,  to  address  a  few  ob- 
servations to  the  House.  With  respect  to 
the  noble  duke  late  at  the  head  of  the 
armvy  although  he  concurred  with  his 
noble  friend  who  spoke  last,  in  the  ex- 
pression of  reeret  at  the  retirement  of  that 
Aoble  duke  from  the  command  of  the 
army,  yet  he  could  not  help  it.  It  was 
Aot  for  a  moment  to  be  supposed  that  he 
Was  dismissed  from  that  situation.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  it  could  not  be  disputed 
for  a  moment,  that  he  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  resign  if  he  thought  proper  to 
exercise  that  right.  The  noble  duke 
thought  proper  willingly  and  readily  of  his 
own  accord  to  exercise  that  right,  and  it 
was  surely  most  unfair  to  visit  on  others 
the  adoption  of  that  course  which  the 
noble  duke  had  himself  preferred  to  take. 
"With  respect  to  the  charge  and  imputation 
of  conspiracy,  he  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  such  an  imputation ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  felt  great  surprise  at  the 
almost  total  absence  of  communication 
which  subsisted  among  the  members  of 
the  administration,  according  to  the  ex- 
planations of  the  noble  lords  themselves, 
indeed,  from  the  slight  intercourse  that 
subsisted  between  them,  no  person  would 
suppose  that  they  were  engaged  in  arrange  • 
tnents,  on  the  result  of  which  depended 
the'  future  hie  of  England.  It  was,  in- 
deed, in  his  opinion,  a  heavy  reproach, 
that  there  was  not  a  fuller  ana  more  per- 
fect understanding  between  all  parties, 
whereby  much  inconvenience  might  have 
been  avoided. — With  respect  to  an  im- 

Cuted  coalition  between  those  with  whom 
e  was  accustomed  to  act,  and  the  present 
first  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  he 
could  only  say,  that  the  idea  of  such  a 
boalition  was  absurd,  as  he  never  had  been 
even  on  such  terms  of  acquaintance  with 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  as  their  re- 
spective situations  in  society  might  render 
probable ;  and  there  never  had  been  the 
sliehtest  approximation  towards  a  coalition, 
before  the  commencement  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  last  fortnight.  He  would  ask, 
however,  what  was  the  accusation — if  ac- 
cusation it  could  be  called — ^which  the 
noble  marquis  and  the  noble  earl  had 
brou|ht  against  him,  and  those  persons 
^0  had  lately  been  placed  in  opposition 
to  his  majesty^s  government  ?  The  noble 
'eari  did  not  say — for  he  could  not  say — 
that  the  disposition  they  now  displayed  to 
wi)>port  die  government,   as  it  existed, 


arose  from  any  secret  btrigne,  or  repre- 
hensible machination,  upon  the  part  of 
the  one  side  or  the  other.     The  plain 
and  simple  reason  of  those  proceedings 
which  had  taken  place  during  the  last  few 
days  was  to  be  found  in  that  approxima* 
tion,  upon  great  questions  of  policy,  which 
had  been  Uking  place  for  several  years^ 
between  a  portion  of  his  majesty^s  govern- 
ment and  those  with  whom  he  generally 
acted.  When,  therefore,  the  noble  marquis 
who  last  addressed  the  House,  expressed 
his    surprise  at   seeing  him  support    a 
government  which  professed  to  act  upon 
some  undefined  principle  neither  explained 
nor  understood,  he  must  take  leave  to  ask 
that  noble  marquis  to  look  back  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  few  years,  for  some 
explanation  of  the  motives  which  influ- 
enced that  support.  When  he  recollected, 
that  only  three  years  ago,  he  had  used  liis 
feeble  endeavours  to  impress  upon  the 
House  the  necessity,  in  the  present  state 
of  European  politics — a  state  which  must, 
for  a  great  number  of  years,  continue  to 
influence  the  destinies  of  the  country—^ 
when,  he  repeated,  he  had  endeavoured  to 
impress  upon  the  House  the  necessity  of 
this  country  recognising  the  independence 
of  those  states  in  South  America  which 
were  then  freeing  themselves  from  their 
bondage,  and  casting   aside  the  fetters 
which  had  been  rivetted  upon  them  for 
centuries ;  and  when  he  saw  a  skilful  hand 
had  succeeded  in  smoothing  the  di£Bculties 
which  stood  in  the  way  of  uiat  recognition 
and  that  connection — ^when  he  saw  a  wide 
field  opened  for  commercial  speculation, 
and  the  exertion  of  national  industry — did 
the  noble  marquis  suppose,  that  any  differ.- 
ence,  as  to  minor  points  of  policy,  could 
prevent  him  from  feeling  that  the  indi* 
vidual  who  had  succeeded  in  conferring 
such  important  benefits  upon  the  country 
had  thereby  laid  the  ground  of  a  strouf 
claim  upon  his    advocacy  and  support 
[hear,  hear!].    Could,  he  would  ask,  the 
noble  marquis  fail  to  recognize  the  efiect' 
of  his  own  humble  sentiments  upon  sub- 
jects which  he  saw  about  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  and  evoi  then  producing  the 
most  beneficial  results  to  every  class  of  the 
community? — He  thought,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  noble  marquis  and  others 
would  do  well  to  recollect  the  consequences 
Vhich  flowed  from  the  recognition  of  the 
Spanish  colonies,  and  allow  themselves  to 
consider  in  what  state  the  shipping  and 
commercisl  interests  of  this  country  would 
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have  DOW  been,  had  the  opportunity  which 
then  presented  itself  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment been  unhappily  neglected.    "With-  , 
out  the  benefits  which  have  flowed  from 
that  and  other  effects  of  a  more  liberal  and 
enlightened  policy,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  time  was  fast  approach- 
ing when  the  independence  of  the  country 
must  have  been  sacrificed,  and  the  advant- 
ages for  which  they  had  been  contending 
for  centuries  wholly  obliterated.     He  came 
then  to  another  topic  touched  upon  by  the 
noble  marquis — the  foreign  policy  of  the 
country ;  and  in  speaking  of  that  policy, 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  allude  most  par- 
ticularly to  a  question  upon  which  he 
thought  there  was — ^if  there  could  ever  be 
npon  any  great  public  question — a  univer- 
sal concurrence  of  sentiment ;  he  meant 
that  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  country, 
which  the  noble  marquis  had  designated 
as  the  infatuated  expedition  to  Portugal. 
Who,   he   would   ask,   had  ever  before 
doubted  that  the  expedition  to  that  coun- 
try was  to  be  justified  and  defended  upon 
every  principle  of  public    honour,  and 
national  policy  ?    It  proceeded  upon  the 
prmciple  of  recognising  the  independence 
of  nations :    it  proceeded  upon  a  right, 
without  which  the  independence  of  nations 
could  not  exist  in  Europe ;  it  proceeded 
upon  the  right  of  every  nation  to  choose 
its  own  government,  and  to  be  its  own 
judge  of  the  nature  of  the  institutions 
which  it  proposed  to  adopt ;  it  proceeded 
upon  the  pnnciple,  that  no  nation  ought 
to  be  stnpped  of  its  privileges,  by  the 
power  of  any  other,  without  its  own  con- 
sent ;  and  that,  although  different  nations 
might  consider  different  forms  of  govern- 
ment as  suited  to  different  situations,  yet 
when  those  institutions  were  adopted,  no 
foreign  power  was  to  be  permitted  to  over- 
turn them.    What,  then,  did  the  noble 
marquis  think,  was  there  inconsistent  in 
his  support  of  those  who  maintained  those 
principles  ?    Did  he  think  that,  because 
those  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to 
act  had  always  advocated  the  cause  of 
South  American  independence,  and  the 
recognition  of  that  independence,  he  was 
to  oppose  those  who  advocated  the  same 
principles  ?    Did  he  siippose  that,  because 
ne  had  always  advocatea  the  principles  of 
free  trade,  and  confidently  predicted,  in 
the  instance  of  the  silk  trade  and  others 
with  which  he  had  more  immediately  con- 
nected himself,  the  beneficial  resultB  to 
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the  country  from  the  adoption  of  thooe. 
principles — did  he  suppose  that,  when  he 
saw  those  principles  adopted,  and  those 
benefits  produced,  he  was  called  upon  to 
refuse  his  confidence  and  support  to  that 
portion  of  his  majesty's  government,  which 
had  succeeded  m  accomplishing  objectii 
which  he  considered  to  be  so  desirable  ? 
The  noble  marquis  then  alluded  to  the 
praise  which  had  been  bestowed  upon  the 
fate  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department. 
A  gentleman  whom  it  had  pleased  the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last,  to  describe  as 
the  very  abstract  of  all  honour,  and  the 
essence  of  all  candour  and  smcerity,  from 
the  simple  circumstance  of  his  having 
refused  to  sit  in  a  cabinet,  the  head  of 
which  professed  himself  favourable  to 
Catholic  emancipation.  He  confessed 
that  the  noble  marquis  had  founded  upon  ^ 
this  a  very  'strange  argument ;  and  the 
more  strange  as  he  avowed  himself  to  be 
an  advocate  for  that  emancipation.  The 
noble  marquis  had  eulogised  the  conduct 
of  that  right  hon.  gentleman  in  withdraw- 
ing from  a  cabinet  favourable  to  the  Ca- 
tholics. But,  was  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  had  gone  on  for  years  supporting 
all  the  measures  of  the  government,  even 
its  deviations  from  that  ancient  policy  of 
the  country  which  the  noble  marquis  so 
much  applauded,  to  be  made  the  subject 
of  praise  because  he  had  thought  fit  to 
withdraw  himself  from  the  situation  he 
4ield  in  the  government,  the  moment  he 
found  it  disposed  to  favour  Catholic 
emancipation  ?  He  felt  as  much  as  aoy 
man  the  value  of  the  services  which  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  rendered  the 
country.  He  regretted  as  much  as  any 
roan  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
thought  fit  to  withdraw  himself  from  the 
situation  in  which  he  had  been  able  to 
accomplish  such  important  alteratioDs; 
but  he  could  not  agree  with  the  noble 
marquis  in  considering  that  secession  as 
entitled  to  the  commeiidations  which  he 
had  bestowed  upon  it.  Looking,  therefore, 
either  at  the  foreign  or  the  domestic 
policy  pursued  by  his  majesty's  government, 
lie  felt  himself  equally  bound  to  give  it  his 
cordial  support.  That  support,  however, 
was  not  given  to  persons,  but  to  things-^ 
not  to  the  men  by  whom  measures  were 
to  be  executed,  but  to  the  prospects  which 
those  measures  held  out  of  realising  hia 
objects,  and  thereby  adding  strengSi  to 
the  constitutional  institutions  of  the  couo* 
try.   In  alluding,  however,  to  the  Catholic 
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qoefllioDy  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that 
^rfaether  on  this  side  of  the  House  or  on 
the  other — whether  in  or  out  of  office — 
in  whatever  situation  he  might  be  placed 
-^e  nerer  could  be  render^  incapable  of 
stating  fairly  and  openly  his  opinions  upon 
that  question,  or  of  bringing  it  forwara  at 
any  time,  or  under  any  circumstances, 
which  he  might  consider  the  most  likely 
Co  advance  its  ultimate  triumph.  And  he 
would  add,  that  leavmg  himself  at  full 
liberty  to  choose  that  time,  he  never  could 
be  induced  to  move  the  question  in  that 
House,  unless  under  such  a  combination 
of  circumstances  as  he  might  conceive  to 
be  likely  to  insure  the  success  of  the  cause 
which  he  advocated,  and  promote,  at  the 
same  time,  the  tranquillity  of  the  empi^. 
Whenever  that  time  should  come — ^he  did 
not  at  that  moment  venture  to  say  when — 
but  whenever  it  did  come,  he'hoped  so  to 
pursue  his  course  as  to  aid,  not  to  injure, 
the  cause  he  espoused.  The  noble  marquis 
concluded  by  observing  that,  having  thus 
stated  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
support  his  majesty's  government,  he  had 
only  to  add,  that  when  he  saw  his  majesty 
issuing  his  commands  to  the  right  non. 
gentleman  to  form  an  administration,  and 
when  his  majesty  at  the  same  time  com- 
manded that  right  hon.  gentleman  to  pro- 
pose to  him  to  take  a  part  in  the  support 
of  that  government,  he  had  felt  it  his  duty 
— coinciding  as  he  did  with  that  govern- 
ment in  opinions — ^to  bow  with  submission 
to  those  commands,  and  to  obey  them 
[cheers]. 

Lord  EUenborough  commenced  by 
observing,  that  he  differed  from  the  noble 
marquis,  who  had  last  addressed  their  lord- 
ahtps,  upon  many  important  points.  He 
was  prepared  to  admit,  that  certain  prac- 
tical benefits  had  flowed  f^om  the  measures 
adopted  by  Mr.  Canning,  but  he  differed 
from  some  noble  lords  as  to  the  quantity 
of  credit  due  to  Mr.  Canning  for  those 
benefits.  Upon  the  question  of  foreign 
policy,  however,  he  was  prepared  to  shew, 
that  there  had  been  no  b^efit  from  his 
counsels;  because  Mr.  Canning  was  in- 
capable of  insphing  that  confidence  in  the 
minds  of  those  foreigners  with  whom  he 
negodated,  which  couki  alone  enable  hhn 
to  render  his  measures  effectual.  Let  the 
House  only  look  to  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution  in  the  Peninsula  ^f  Spain. 
Every  attempt  was  ineffectually  made  by 
-this  country  to  prevent  any  foreign  jjower 
ihim  interfering  in  the  internal  regulations 


of  that  country;  and  while  lord  London- 
derry continued  to  uphold  the  interests  of 
this  country  among  foreigners,  those 
efforts  were  successful.  What  had  been  the 
,  effect  oftheeffortBof  this  country  since  that 
\  time  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  say.  The 
power  of  a  nation  in  the  eyes  of  foreigners 
could  only  be  upheld  in  two  ways — by 
confidence  in  its  power  and  in  those  who 
directed  that  power,  or  by  force.  If  they 
lost  confidence,  they  could  only  resort  to 
force  to  matntaii^  their  position;  and  if 
force  could  not  be  conveniently  used^  the 
result  was  not  to  be  mistaken.  Some 
persons  said  that  there  had  been  a  g^eat 
change  in  the  domestic  policy  of  the 
country  since  Mr.  Canning  became  a 
member  of  the  government.  That  ^  was 
not  the  fact.  All  the  changes  in  favour 
of  free  trade,  all  the  consequences  of  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the 
Spanish  colonies,  were  attributed  to  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Canning ;  but  it  was  for- 
gotten, that  the  plans  and  the  views  upon 
the  subject  of  free  trade  had  been  de- 
veloped long  before  that  gentleman  be- 
came connected  with  the  government.  A 
noble  lord  who  had  that  evening  taken  his 
seat  in  that  House  for  the  first  time  (lord 
G^erich),  stated  distinctly,  that  the 
measures  upon  that  subject  had  been  in 
contemplation  for  years;  and  it  was 
notorious,  that  the  whole  of  the  system 
upon  which  the  government  subsequently 
^proceeded  was  laid  down  by  Mr.  Wallace, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  plan  and  the  groundwork  of  the  edi- 
fice were  left  by  the  architect ;  but  he  was 
compelled  to  say,  that  the  person  who 
took  the  credit  of  his  conceptions,  and  who 
was  said  to  have  carried  themanto  effect, 
had  not  been  distinguished  by  that  pru- 
dence and  circumspection  which  distin* 
guished  the  founder  of  the  building. 
Then,  as  to  the  recognition  of  the  South 
American  States,  of  which  so  much  had 
been  said ;  he  recollected  very  well  the 
motion  which  had  been  alluded  to,  for  the 
purpose  of  pressing  forward  that  recogni- 
tion  ;  but  thev  knew  now,  although  they 
did  not  know  then,  that  the  late  marquis  of 
Londonderry  and  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment had  lonff  contemplated  such  a  re- 
cognition ;  and  it  was  distinctly  intimated 
by  that  noble  lord  to  the  ministers  of  the 
powers  assembled  at  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
that  such  a  course  would  be  taken  by 
England  at  no  very  distant  period.  Where, 
then,  was  the  merit  due  to  the  late  Foreign 
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Secretai^  for  this  exclusive  boon  conferred 
upon  Engiish  commerce?     If,  therefore, 
the  policy  of  the  coantry  for  the  last  four 
years  was  the  same  as  at  present,  and  as 
it    had    been  before,  he  could    not    see 
that    noble   lords   had   any    reason    for 
giving  to  the  government  a  support  now 
vvhichthey  had  refused  to  it  before.     It 
was  impossible  not  to  see,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  intentions  of  the  present 
government,   it  possessed  less  <  power  to 
accomplish    those    intentions,    than    the 
government  which  had  preceded  it.     It 
was  impossible  not  to  see  that  it  had 
sustained  such  losses  as  wholly  impaired 
its  weight  and  usefulness.    The  loss  of  the 
earl  of  Liverpool,  who .  possessed  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  llie  country  to  a 
degree  hardly  ever  before  accorded  to  any 
private  individual,  was  not  to  be  supplied. 
The  loss  of   the   right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Peel),   who  was    entitled  to,    and 
enjoyed,  the    confidence    of  the  whole 
nation,  must  be  as  deeply  felt  in  the-  go- 
vernment as  it  was  deplored  elsewhere.   It 
must  be  long,  indeed,  before  any  one  who 
should  come  to  fill  his  office  would  bring 
with  him  so  intimate  an  acquaintance  wim 
the  practical  nature  of  its  duties,  as  would 
enable  him  to  carry  into  effect  the  exten- 
sive and  useful  reforms  which  the  riglit 
hon.  gentleman  contemplated.    The  frank 
and  manly  declaration  which  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  made  last  night  in  the 
other  House,  had  done   him    immortal 
honour,  and  would  be  remembered  with 
admiration,  as  long  as  mankind  understood 
^he  distinction  between  consistency  and 
inconsistency,  between  honesty  and  dis- 
honesty.   Another  loss  which  the  country 
had  sustained,  was  in  the  secession  of  the 
noble  duke  lately  at  the  head  of  its  military 
departments -^- not  so  much  because  the 
army  was  deprived  of  his  experience  and 
knowledge,  as  because  the   cabinet  and 
councils  of  the  country  had  no  longer  the 
benefit  of  them^  and  had  thus  lost  what 
he  considered  its  great  moral  strength. 
The  noble  duke  was  the  only  person  in  the 
cabinet  who  was  able  to  maintain  the  re* 
Utions  of  this  country  with    the  other 
governments  of  Europe,  with  that  force 
^nd  utility  which    knowledge  and  per- 
sonai    weight  gave  bevond  mere   diplo- 
matic negotiations ;  and  this  no  man,  who 
knew  any  thing  of  foreign  policy,  would 
hesitate  to  acknowledge ;  and  every  body 
-must  regret  that  such  a  tone  had  been 
a9sux][ied  in  the  correspondence  of  the 


right  hon.  gentleman  with  the  noUe  dake, 
as  made  it  impossible  for  the  latter  to  hold 
his  office  upon  terms  which  were  con* 
sistent  with  his  reputation — ^He  concaired 
with  his  noble  friend  (lord  Londonderry) 
in  the  sentiment  he  had  expressed  of  tin- 
compromising  hostility  to  the  govermneist 
as  it  was  now  composed ;  and  he  added  to 
it  one  of  sincere  and  ardent  devotion  to 
the  Catholic  cause,  which  no  party  feelings 
should  ever  induce  him  to  abandon  or 
neglect — ^not  even  the  inducement  of  d»- 
placing  an  administratk>n  in  which  he  bad 
not  the  slightest  confidence.    He  would 
not  even  be  induced  to  attempt  any  thing 
to  the  detriment  of  such  an  administratioii, 
if  he  thought  that  at  the  same  time  he 
should  do  any  thing  detrimental  to  that 
question .    He  confessed,  however,  that  he 
could  not  possibly  comprehend  the  argu- 
ment of  tne  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Canning),    when    he  said,  that  he  had 
advised  his  majesty  to  form  an  adminii- 
tration  decidedly  hostile  to  those  claims 
which  he  had  so  warmly  advocated.    If, 
as  it  was  to  be  gathered  from  his  epeech, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  thought  tnat  an 
administration  of  that  kind  would  entail 
so  many  calamities  upon  the  country,  and 
prove  in  itself  a  source  of  so  much  evil  that 
It  must  necessarily  fall  to  pieces  to  make 
way  for  him  and  his  coUeagnee — he  con- 
fessed he   could    not   comprehend  how 
I  advice  of  that  kind,  which  must  produce 
so  much  calamity,  was  reconcileable  with 
that  oath  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bound  himself  to  fulfil  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  take  part  in  his  majesty's  cooocils. 
Still  less  could  he  comprehend  how  the 
noble  marquis  (Laasdown)  and  his  friends 
could  with  consistency  join  an  adminirtra* 
tion  of  which  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  to  be  the  head.    When  he  was  told 
still  further,  however,  that  the  Catholic 
question  was  not  to  be  mentioned  by  that 
administration,  unless  there  waa  a  moral 
prospect  of  carrying  it,  he  could  not  help 
feeling  that  the  question  was  abandoned 
— that  the  support  which  bad  been  hitherto 
afforded  it  was  withdrawn,  and  that  it 
stood  now  upon  much  worse  grounds  than 
when  its  opponents  were  at  the  head  of 
the  government.    How  was  that  qvsstioB 
advanced  but   by  discussion — contiaaed 
discusuon  ?-^and  if  they  were  to  be  told 
that  it  xps  not  to  be  discussed  tmless  its 
supporters  or  proposers  were  confident  of 
havmg  a  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Vv^ 
liament,  then  he  would  say,  that  it  aeier 
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would  be  diacuased  at  all,  and  that  it  miiat 
be  conaidered  as  literally  aboadoned  by  its 
present  supporters.  How  mucb  more 
favourable  would  it  have  been,  with  the 
.fiew  of  forwarding  the  interests  of  the 
Cadiolics,  if  it  had  been  knovm  that  the 
influence  of  the  Fiiat  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury would  hate  been  exerted .  in  the  at- 
tainment of  the  object  they  were  seeking  ? 
As  the  administration  was  at  present  con- 
Btituted^  he  would  say,  as  a  friend  to  the 
Catholics,  that  he  considered  its  formation 
to  have  been  the  most  deadly  event  to  the 
suocto  of  the.  Catholic  cause.  If,  how- 
ever, be  spoke  as  a  Protestant  advocate, 
be  should  declare  that  he  could  have  no 
confidence  in  an  administration  m  which 
the  First  Loid  of  the  Treasury  kept  back 
tbe  discussion  of  a  question  until  he 
himself  thought  success  .was  certain— « 
)ine  of  conduct  which  might  be  compared 
to  laying  a  mine  under  the  feet  of  his 
opponents  to  blow  them  into  the  air  when  he 
pleased.  He  thought  that  no  honourable 
man  could  take  office  under  an  adminis- 
tration  so  constitute^;  and,  if  the  noble 
marquis  (Lansdown).  did  entertain  an  idea 
of  associating  himself  with  the  noble  lord 
who  sat  beneath  him,  he  could  (mly  do  so 
on  the  express  belief,  that  by  doing  so  he 
should  ftirther  the  success  of  the  Catholic 
cause.  He  was  happy  that  what  he  had 
ssid  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  had 
drawn  from  some  noUe  lords  the  fuU,  the 
satisfactory,  explanation  which  they  had 
heard  to  night.  He  was  sure  that  no  one 
would  think  he  had  put  those  questions 
.with  any  unfriendly  view.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  bad  done  so  with  tbe  best  inten- 
tions ;  supposing,  as  he  did,  that  it  was 
impossible  they  could  have  been  guilty  of 
much  conduct  as  had  been  imputed  to 
them. 

The  Marquis  of  Anglesea  said,  he  was 
bound  by  no  conditions ;  he  was  in  every 
fespect  free  as  the  air  he  breathed.  How- 
ever, whether  in  or  out  of  office,  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  support  the  Throne — 
not  that  he  meant  to  say  that  it  was  at- 
tacked, but  that  he  considered  his  majesty 
to  be  fully  at  liberty  at  any  time  to  form 
what  administration  he  might  think  best 
united  to  the  wants  .of  the  country.  If, 
therefore,  any  arrangements  more  con- 
ducive to  the  public  g^  than  those  which 
now. existed  could  be  entered  .into,  he 
should  retire  from  office  with  the  most 

Krfectgood  humour.    Before  he  sat  down 
must  say,  with  respect  to  the  insinua- 


tions which  had  been  thrown  out^  that  be 
should  not  condescend  to  explain  them 
away ;  but  if  he  thought  it  right,  he  could 
show  that  he  had  pursued  a  course  in 
diametrical  opposition  to  that  which  had 
been  insinuated.     • 

The  Earl  of  Winchelsea  should  not  feel 
that  he  did  justice  to  his  own  feelings  if 
he  did  not  say  a  few  words  upon  thiia 
subject  He  thought  there  never  had 
been  an  era  in  our  history  like  the  present, 
since  the  time  of  the  constitutional  Revo- 
lution ;  so  complete  had  been  the  change 
in  every  respect.  A  coalition,  it  seem^, 
had  been  formed  of  parties  that  had  long 
been  opposed  to  each  other ;  and  in  this 
preposterous  coalition,  as  he  must  call  it, 
some  one  or  other  of  the  parties  must 
have  compromised  his  previous  political 
opinions.  The  noble  eari  then  contrasted 
the  disinterestedness  of  the  noble  lords  and 
gentlemen  who  had  resigned  their  places, 
with  the  conduct  of  those  now  in  office, 
and  especially  of  the  right  hon.  premier ; 
and  observed,  that  whoever  considered  the 
career  which  that  right  hon.  eentleman 
had  pursued,  must  be  convinced  that  am- 
bition and  love  of  place  had  been  the  pivots 
of  his  political  life.  He  believed  that 
none  of  the  supporters  of  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  could  explain  truly,  what  were 
his  sentiments  upon  the  great  questions  of 
thegovemment. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday  f  May  2. 

Catholic  Question — The  New  Ad- 
HiKiSTRATiON.]  The Marquis of  CAondof 
said,  that  he  had  been  intrusted  with  a 
Petition  from  Olney,  Buckinghamshire, 
against  anv  further  concession  to  the 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  he  could  not  reftue 
to  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  of  stating, 
thit  if  any  thing  like  consistency  existra 
among  the  present  ministers,  they  must 
unite  themselves,  in  order  to  carry  the 
Catholic  Question.  He,  for  one,  was  de- 
termined to  do  all  in  his  power  to  defeat 
that  object;  as  he  could  place  no  confidence 
in  the  impartiality  of  a  government  which 
had  a  Roman  Catholic  advocate  at  its 
head.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  new 
cabinet  would  do  its  utmost  to  procure 
concession.  In  the  meantime,  it  remained 
for  the  people  of  England  ako  to  act.  In 
the  county  to  which  he  belonged,  the' 
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_  against  Roman  Catholic  concession 
vas  strong  and  general.  Much  alarm 
prevailed  on  this  subject ;  and  the  dislike 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  administration  was 
hy  no  means  confined  to  narrow  limits 
throughout  the  country.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  petitions  would  not  only  be  poured 
in  lo  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  but  laid 
at  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  against  the 
continuance  of  such  a  government.  He 
^uld  never  consent  to  such  an  innovation 
on  the  constitution,  as  the  admission  of 
Catholics  to  office :  the  breach  would  be 
irreparable;  and  if  now  made,  many  of 
those  who  assisted  in  the  undertaking 
would  have  to  deplore  their  success.  He 
had  been  anxious  to  declare  his  sentiments ; 
and  he  entreated  the  country  to  come 
forward  in  a  manner  so  decisive  as  to  drive 
the  question  of  emancipation  for  ever  from 
the  doors  of  Parliament.  Though  an 
bumble  individual,  he  trusted  his  voice 
would  be  heard,  and  his  call  obeyed. 
Never^  as  long  as  he  lived,  would  he 
quietly  consent  to  Catholic  emancipation. 
Mr.  Hume  doubted  much  the  assertion 
of  the  noble  lord  regarding  the  general 
distrust  of  the  government,  merely  because 
it  had  at  the'head  of  it  an  individual  who 
had  supported  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics.  If  the  noble  lord  and  his 
friends  were  a  criterion  of  the  state  of  the 
public  mind,  certainly  the  terror  and  dis- 
satisfoction  were  great,  but  did  not  threaten 
any  very  disastrous  consequences.  He 
hoped  that  there  was  sufficient  generosity 
in  the  people  of  England  to  prevent  them 
from  refusing,  at  uiat  time  of  day,  an 
equal  participation  of  rights,  merely  on 
the  score  of  religious  differences.  He  had 
too  high  an  opinion  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  not  to  be  persuaded,  that  even 
if  the  supposed  dislike  existed  at  all,  it 
would  shortly  be  overcome.  Whatever 
change  had  occurred  in  the  government, 
the  opinion  last  night  delivered  by  the 
first  lord  of  the  Treasury  was  no  doibt 
correct ;  and  if  so,  the  peril  was  not  in 
any  respect  increased.  It  was,  besides, 
happily  not  in  the  power  of  any  first 
minister  of  the  Crown  to  change  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country.  Whatever  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  his  wisdom  might 
determine,  and  whenever  he  might  aniin 
bring  forward  the  subject,  he  wished  nim 
success ;  and  he  hoped  that,  in  choosing 
his  time,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
consult  what  was  due  to  his  own  character 
and  honour,  and  the  welfare  of  Ireland. 


Sir  C.  Burrell  repressed  a  hope,  that  if 
any  concessions  were  made  to  the  Catholics, 
they  would  be  accompanied  bv  such  se- 
curities for  the  Protestant  Church  and 
Hierarchy  as  would  allay  the  fears  whicfa 
might  be  enterteined  for  the  preservatioa 
of  reli^ous  and  general  liberty  in  this 
country.  Any  minister,  let  him  be  who 
he  might,  who  should  come  down  to  that 
House  and  propose  a  rclinquishment  of 
the  securities  necessary  ibr  the  preservatioiK 
of  the  Protestant  Church,  would  do  an 
act  which  was  unworthy  of  a  minister,  and 
disgraceful  to  a  public  man. 

Mr.  Bright  deprecated  the  attempt  to 
treat  this  question  as  one  of  a  religious 
nature  solely.  It  was  nothing  of  the  sort. 
The  deeply-rooted  aversion  to  the  Catholic 
religion  which  existed  in  this  conntiy  arose 
from  a  strong  conviction,  that  the  pre* 
valence  of  that  religion  always  was» 
always  had  been,  and  always  would  be, 
inimical  to  civil  liberty.  It  ought  ever  to 
be  remembered,  that  the  feeling  against 
the  Catholic  question  was  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  connected  with  a  spirit  of 
religious  persecution.  He  was  desirous 
that  every  man  should  worship  God  in  the 
manner  most  agreeable  to  his  own  con« 
science;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  was 
necessary  to  guard  against  the  influence 
of  a  religion  calculated  to  infringe  upon 
civil  rights  and  privileges*  Those  were 
the  principles  which  actuated  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
therefore  they  contemplated  with  just  dis- 
may the  alteration  which  had  lately  taken 
place  in  the  government.  The  time  was 
come  when  it  became  the  representatives 
of  great  and  populous  places  to  ^ak  out. 
One  advantage  had  accrued  from  the  hts 
change  in  the  administration,  ominous  as 
it  was  in  other  respecta:  he  meant  the 
advantage  which  the  Protestant  cause  had 
obtained  in  acquiring  a  leader  of  such 
experience  and  abihty  as  the  late  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department,  who  had  eman- 
cipated  himself  from  the  trammels  in  which 
he  had  long  been  held,  induced  by  a  con* 
scientious  sense  of  duty  to  resign  the  oflfiee 
which  he  had  filled  with  so  much  honour, 
and  endeared  hunself  to  the  whole  oountij. 
He  called  upon  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
to  come  forward  manfully,  and  maintain 
his  opinions ;  and  he  was  confident  that 
he  would  be  backed  by  the  country,  and 
that  an  end  would  soon  be  put  to  the 
Catholic  question.  Catholic  emancipalioD, 
which  was  said  to  be  the  swe  qud  turn  of 
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the  pacification  of  Ireland,  would,  he  be- 
lieved, have  but  little  effect  that  way.  It 
was  the  low  state  of  civilization  in  Ireland 
(if  he  might  be  permitted  to  say  so  without 
offence),  the  oppressions  under  which  the 
lower  classes  laboured  (which  the  late  Se- 
cretary for  the  Home  Department  had 
laboured  so  strenuously  to  remove) — these 
were  the  causes  to  which  the  unfortunate 
condition  of  that  country  was  attributable. 
The  lower  classes  were  completely  ignorant 
of  the  measures  which  parliament  had 
adopted  for  their  benefit.  If  gentlemen, 
instead  of  exciting  discontent  in  Ireland, 
by  continually  pressing  on  that  one  odious 
question,  would  make  the  lower  classes 
acquainted  with  the  daily  and  hourly  ex- 
ertions of  pailiament  in  their  favour,  a 
happier  result  would  await  their  exertions. 
Since  he  had  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
that  House,  there  was  no  subject  which 
had  occupied  so  much  attention  as  the 
situation  of  Ireland.  The  greatest  anxiety 
was  always  shown  to  improve  the  condition 
of  tJke  people  of  that  country.  He  had 
felt  it  necessary  to  deliver  his  sentiments, 
on  account  of  the  great  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  government.  The  sen- 
timents whidi  he  had  expressed  were  those 
which  he  had  always  entertained.  He 
conscientiously  believed,  that  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  Catholic  religion  was 
alien  from,  and  prejudicial  to,  the  civil 
liberties  of  the  country  in  which  it  existed ; 
and  on  that  ground  he  would  always  oppose 
emancipation. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said,  that  as  the  hon. 
member  had  thought  proper  to  give  his 
opinion  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  he  trusted 
he  would  permit  him  who  had  been  four- 
and  twenty  years  in  that  House,  and  for 
fifty  years  mtimately  engaged  in  connexion 
with  that  country,  and  might  therefore 
be  presumed  as  competent  to  form  a  cor- 
rect opinion  of  the  state  of  affairs  there 
as  the  hon.  member,  to  state  what  he  felt 
on  the  subject.  He  had  lived  long  among 
the.people  of  Ireland,  and  he  mip;ht  say, 
without  subjecting  himself  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  arrogance,  that  he  had  devoted  his 
life  to  their  amelioration.  He  would, 
then,  ten  the  hon.  member,  that  the  de- 
gradation of  the  people  of  Ireland  had,  in 
a  ^at  measure,  grown  out  of  the  pro* 
scnption  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
Whdst  the  people  were  excluded  from  the 
benefits  of  the  constitution,  the  evils 
which  prevailed  in  Ireland  would  augment, 
year  after  year.    It  was  impossible  to  look 


at  the  oonditkm  of  the  people  of  Iidand 
wiUiout  feeling  the  most  sincere  regret  at 
the  effect  whic^  had  been  produced  m  that 
country,  by  the  misgovernment  which  had 
been  continued,  he  might  say  for  centuries. 
When  it  was  found  that  all  the  measures 
for  which  the  hon.  gentleman  took  so 
much  credit  to  the  House,  but  for  which 
he  (sir  J.  N.)  was  disposed  to  give  it  very 
little  credit  at  all,  becaivse  they  had  been 
forced  upon  its  attention  by  circumstances 
which  had  placed  Ireland  and  the  empire 
in  peril,  had  failed  to  produce  a  benefi- 
cial effect,  mi^ht  he  not  be  allowed  to  pre- 
sume that  something  more  was  wanting  ? 
His  firm  conviction,  which  had  grown 
with  his  increasing  years,  and  had  now 
followed  him  almost  to  the  grave,  was,  that 
it  was  in  vain  to  seek  for  the  restoration  of 
public  safety  and  happiness  in  Ireland  by 
any  palliatives ;  it  was  necessary  to  alter 
the  foundation  on  which  the  whole  rested, 
to  make  the  people  of  Irefand  free,  and  to 
give  them  all  the  same  mterest  in  the  con- 
stitution which  was  at  present  possessed 
by  only  some  of  them.  Unless  that  course 
was  pursued,  this  country  would  soon  reap 
the  bitter  consequences  of  the  present  sys- 
tem. It  had  been  said,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  the  lower 
classes,  took  little  o^  no  interest  in  the 
Catholic  question.  Their  conduct  at  the 
late  general  election  had  disproved  that 
assertion.  Again  he  would  repeat,  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  would  never  be  satis- 
fied unul  they  were  placed  on  an  equality 
with  the  people  of  England,  with  respect 
to  the  enjoyment  of  civil  rights. 

General  Oascoyne  said,  that  a  more  ex- 
traordinary assertion  than  that  made  by 
the  right  hon.  baronet,  namely,  that  all 
the  evils  of  Ireland  were  attributable  to 
the  want  of  emancipation,  he  had  never 
heard.  With  respect  to  that  question,  he 
believed  that  the  idea  of  its  being  likely 
to  be  carried  would  spread  alarm  through- 
out the  country.  The  people  at  large  were 
decidedly  adverse  to  concession,  and  the 
fact  would  be  proved  beyond  contradic- 
tion, should  the  present  ministry  find  it 
expedient  to  resort  to  another  election. 
The  interest  in  the  Catholic  question  re- 
ferred to  by  the  right  hon.  baronet,  prevailed 
not  among  the  lower  orders,  but  among  a 
better  informed  and  more  wily  class — he 
meant  the  priests — ^who  would  not  feel  much 
complimented  by  being  placed  by  the  ri^ 
hon.  baronet  in  a  sphere  so  degraded. 

Lord  Milton  said,  it  never  had  been 
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contended,  that  the  removal  of  the  disa- 
bilities which  pressed  upon  the  Catholics 
Tvoold  be  a  cure  for  all  the  evils  which 
afflicted  Ireland;  bat  certainly  it  had 
been  stated,  and  he  thought  truly,  that 
the  existence  of  the  disabilities  was  the 
original  cause  of  those  evils.  The  gallant 
general  seemed  to  think  that  the  opinion 
of  die  people  of  this  country  was  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  Catholics;  but  the  very 
fact  of  his  colleague  being  favourable  to 
emancipation  showed  that  this  was  not 
the  case.  The  representatives  of  English 
counties  and  great  towns  were  almost 
equally  divided  on  the  question :  and  that 
being  the  case,  now  that  the  government 
had  been  changed,  the  prospect  of  suc- 
cess with  regard  to  the  question  of  eman- 
cipation was,  he  thought,  materially  im- 
proved. 

Mr.  A,  Dawson  thought  there  was  no 
rational  ground  for  supposing,  that  the 
Catholic  question  would  be  immediately 
carried  on  account  of  the  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  ministry.  The  re- 
moval of  an  individual  from  one  office 
to  that  of  prime  minister,  could  not,  as  it 
were  by  magic,  change  the  sentiments  of 
the  two  Houses  of  parliament.  He 
thought  that  at  present  tnere  was  no  cause 
for  exultation  on  the  one  hand,  or  alarm 
on  the  other.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  the 
fuccessful  issue  of  the  Catholic  question 
spoken  of  as  a  breach  of  the  constitution. 
Such  a  topic  should  not  be  introduced  in- 
cidentally on  the  presentation  of  a  peti- 
tion. The  best  way  to  preserve  the  con- 
stitution was  to  enlist  in  its  support  the 
descendants  of  those  men  who  had  pro- 
cured for  us  Magna  Charta.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  heart  or  mind  of  a  Catho- 
lic which  would  dispose  him  to  object  to 
the  principles  of  a  free  constitution. 

Mr.  Duncombe  was  satisfied  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Eng- 
land were  hostile  to  further  concessions. 

Mr.  H,  Seymour  said,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  was  opposed  to  the 
Catholic  question.  Even  if  that  question 
should  be  carried  through  the  House  by 
means  of  the  brilliant  talents  which  at  pre- 
sent supported  the  government,  it  would 
be  found  impossible  to  ram  it  down  the 
throats  of  the  people  of  England.  He  de- 
clared his  intention  to  support  the  admi- 
iristration,  until  that  question  came  to  be 
discussed. 

Mr.  Poriman  thought  it  unfair  to  the 
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House  and  to  the  administration,  to  en* 
deavour  to  set  up  a  cry  which  was  moBt 
likely  to  inflame  the  public  mind,  con^ 
nected  as  it  was  with  a  question  of  reli* 
gion.  There  seemed  to  be  an  intentioa 
to  place  in  opposition  with  each  other, 
two  right  hon.  gentlemen  who  had  last 
night  displayed  so  much  moderation  and 
kindness  towards  each  other.  The  moat 
becoming  course  which  the  opponents  of 
the  Catholics  could  pursue  was,  to  bring 
tile  question  fairly  forward,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  late  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department,  whose  secession  from  office 
he  sincerely  regretted. 

Mr.  (yNeil  defended  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  from  the  imputations  of  violence 
and  seditious  feeling,  which  some  eentle- 
men  had  cast  upon  them.  It  had  been 
said,  that  they  came  with  the  semblance 
of  entreaty  to  the  House,  but  that  thej 
carried  a  petition  in  one  hand,  and  a  dag« 
ger  in  the  other.  He  denied  that  tbm 
was  any  foundation  for  these  charges* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Thursday,  May  3. 

Nbw  AnMiHiSTRATiov^-Sffipprva 
iKTEREst.]  General  Oasooyne  was  pro* 
ceeding,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  bring  for- 
ward his  motion  on  the  state  of  the  Slup* 
ping  Interest,  when 

Mr.  G.  Dawson  begged  &at  there  might 
be  a  delay  of  a  short  time,  *  as  he  had  m 
question  of  considerable  importance  to  ask 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  now  at  the 
head  of  his  majesty's  government,  whom 
he  did  not  yet  see  in  his  place  [cries  of 
"  Go  on,  go  on"]. 

General  Gascoyne  observed,  that  he 
in  possession  of  the  House,  and  that 
motion  had  been  standing  a  long  time 
[cries  of «'  Go  on"]. 

Mr.  Nuskisson  said,  that  he  had  not 
seen  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  First  Lord 
of  the  TreasuiTy  during  that  day;  but 
that,  if  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  had 
notice  that  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
desired  to  put  any  question,  he  made  no 
doubt  that  he  would  have  appeared  in  his 
place,  even  although  other  business  bed 
been  neglected  for  it. 

Mr.  O,  Dawson  said,  he  apprdia&ded 
that  some  notice  had  been  given  that 
questions  would  be  asked,  tocanise  he 
himself  had  stated  that  hd  to  the  riglit 
hoD.  geotfeman,  previous  to  the  baUot^ 
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Mr.  ffuskiuon  replied,  that  he  had  ^ 
stated  the  cause  of  his  right  hon.  friend's 
liisence  as  well  as  he  knew  it  Certainly, 
on  receiying  the  intimation  of  the  hon. 
nember  he  had  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  send  for  his  right  hon.  friend ;  but  no 
doubt  he  would  soon  be  in  the  House. 

At  that  moment  Mr.  Canning  entered, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  G.  Dawson  said,  that  he  wished  to 
ascertain  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  just  taken  his  place,  whether  any 
•nangement  had  been  made,  or  was  in 
contemplation,  for  filling  up  the  offices  of 
Master  of.  the  Mint,  Judge-advocate,  and 
Surveyor-general  of  Woods  and  Forests? 

Mr.  Cannmg, — Yes  [great  cheers  and 
laughter]. 

•  Mr.  G.  Dcaotan  said,  he  did  not  quite 
understand  what  alU  the  cheering  meant. 
However,  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  crisis, 
he  would  make  a  motion  upon  the  subject. 
He  would  move,  in  order  to  affoid  an  op- 
portunity of  making  some  observations 
which  he  was  desirous  the  hon.  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  should  hear. — ^*  That  an 
humble  address  should  be  presented  to 


Majesty,  praviog  that  copies  of  the 
commissions  of  tne  Master  of  the  Mint 
and  of  the  Judge-advocate  might  be  laid 
before  tiie  House."  It  would  have  been 
but  fitting,  he  thought,  that,  after  so  long 
a  delay,  the  House  should  have  be^n  in- 
formed who  were  the  gentlemen  intended 
to  fill  those  offices.  As  nothing  was  inti- 
mated directly,  report,  as  usual,  had  been 
busy;  and  statements  had  got  abroad, 
that  Uie  places  in  question  were  to  be  filled 
by  some  of  the  eentlemea  who  had  lately 
coalesced  with  ue  right  hon.  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  affairs.  If  that  rqport  were 
true,  this  would  be  the  last  act  of  that 
political  farce^  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  been  carrying  on,  with  wonderful 
success,  for  the  last  five  wedu ;  but,  in 
the  plot  of  that  farce  there  did  appear  to 
be  one  or  two  very  curious  circumstances 
of  coincidence,  to  whidr  he  wished,  very 
shortly,  to  point  the  attention  of  the 
House*  He  had  heard  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  declare,  but  a  night  or  two 
back,  from  his  place  'On  the  opposite 
bench,  that  he  had  received  tlie  resigna- 
tions of  those  six  ministers  who  had  re- 
tired from  office,  because  they  were  op- 
posed to  the  measure  of  the  Catholic 
claims,  ''In  the  King's  closet."  This 
was  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  statement, 
which  it  was  unpossible  for  him  to  doubt ; 


but,  .certainly,  he  had  heard  four  of  the 
six  ministers  in  question  sUtte,  in  their 
places  in  the  other  House,  that  those  re- 
signations had  been  sent  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  in  ample  time  for  him  to  have 
received  them  at  his  proper  place  of  ad* 
dress — ^the  Foreign-office.      Now,  it  did 
appear  extraordinary  to  him,  that  these 
resignations— sent  some  of  them  as  early 
as  eight  o'clock  hi  the  morning,  two  seat 
the  night  before  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
received    his    appointment — should    not 
have  reached  him  until  he  was  absolutely 
in  the  king's  closet ;  and  if  the  fact  was, 
as  it  was  d&cult  for  a  man  of  plain  under<- 
standing  not  to  believe,  that  this  circum- 
stance was  the  result  of  an  arrangement, 
and  that  the  letters,  being  received  in  due 
time  at  the  Foreign-office,  had  been  pur- 
posely delaved  until  the  time  of  their  de- 
livery to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  Uie 
inference  was  inevitable,  ^at  such  a  de^ 
vice  was  calculated  to  produce  the  im- 
pression upon  the  royal  mind,   that  the 
noble  persons  resigning  had  entered  into 
a  low  cabal,  in  order  to  prevent  their  king 
from  having  the  benefit  of  their  services. 
Then,  whether  such  an  impression  as  this 
was  made  upon  the  royal  mind  he  did  not 
know ;  but  one  thing  was  certain ;  namely, 
that  that  was   precisely   the  impression 
which  had  been  produced  upon  the  piibUc 
mind,  and  through  the  medium  of  the 
public  press.    He  would  not  ask  the  hon. 
Secretary  for   the    Admiralty,    nor   the 
learned  member  for  Winchelsea,  if  they 
undenrtood  how  this  had  happened ;  but 
it  was  quite  certain  the  thing  had  hap- 
pened;   and  he  should  be  glad  to  hear 
some  explanation  of  such  a  coincidence. 
And  the  coincidence  did  not  terminate 
here ;  but  the  part  which  followed  formed 
the  chief  object  of  his  present  observa- 
tions.   It  had  been  stated  publicly,  that 
the  places  respecting  which  ne  had  taken 
the  freedom  to  question  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  were  to  be  filled  up 
by  those  hon.  members  who  now  supported 
government,  but  who  had,  for  so  long  a 
time,  been  in  the  habit  of  opposing  its 
measures.    It  was  currently  reported,  that 
either  those  gentlemen  would  at  once  be 
put  into  the  situations  in  question,  or  that 
the  jplaces  would  be  filled  up  provisionally, 
so  that  they  might  be  ready  when  it  suited 
the  squeamish  stomachs  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen to  accept  of  them,  or  the  liberality 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  a£birs  to  bestow  them  upon  them ;  and 
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to  this  no  contradiction  was  given.     It 
was  a  coincidence  no  less  cnrious  than 
that  of  the  receipt  of  the  six  resignations 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  the  royal 
closet,  that  all  this  accession  of  strength 
firom  the  Opfposition  should  accrue  to  him 
just  at  the  moment  when  he  had  place  and 
preferment  to  give  away  ["hear,  hear/' 
from  the  Opposition].     For  it  was  pre* 
tended,  that,  for  a  long  time,  there  had 
been  a  similarity  of  feeline  and  opinbn 
between  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
bon.  persons  who  had  joined  him.    The 
House  should  see,  in  a  few  moments,  by 
what  sort  of  conduct  that  similarity  of 
sentiment  had  manifested  itself.    The  hon. 
and  learned  member  near  the  pillar  (Mr. 
Bf ougham)  had  spoken  of  his  agreement 
with  the  right  hon.  gentleman — his  agree- 
ment upon  all  points  of  foreign  affairs,  or 
intemat  arrangement.    Now,  he  had  no 
means  of  ascertaining,  but  in  one  way, 
what  this  agreement  had  or  had  not  been. 
He  had  no  means  of  knowing  what  the 
personal  feelings  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  been ;  but  he  could  refer 
to  the  manifestation  of  the  opinions  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  and  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  as  they  appeared 
upon  the  divisions  of  the  House ;  ana  upon 
that  he  would  say  a  few  words  presently. 
If  he  referred  to  the  Parliamentary  De- 
bates during  the  time  when  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  Foreign  Secretary,  so  far 
ftom  finding  any  approximation  between 
his  sentiments  and  those  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  had  now  joined  him,  he  found 
no  one  subject,  except  that  of  Catholic 
emancipation,  upon  which  their  views  had 
not  been  diametrically  opposite.    In  con- 
sequence of  the  declaration  of  the  learned 
member  for  Winchelsea,  two  nights  since, 
he  had  looked  through  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  from  the  year  1820 ;  and,  upon 
a  list  of  ninety-five  divisions,  he  found 
the  following  proofs  of  the  agreement  of 
the  right  lion,  gentleman  and  his  present 
coUeagues;   in  the  course  of  ninety-five 
divisions    he    found    the    name    oi    the 
reputed  Master  of  the  Mint,  the  right 
hon.    member  for    Knaresboroueh    (Mr. 
Tiemey),  opposed  to  that  of  ue  right 
hon.   eentleman  forty-nine  times.      The 
learned   member    for  Winchelsea's  name 
stood  opposed  to  that  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman   fifty  times;    a  pretty  strong 
evidence,  not  only  of  his  sentiments,  but 
of  his  constant  attendance  in  the  House. 
He  found  that  the  hon.  member  for  Ware- 
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ham  difiered  firom  the  right  hoii.  gentleman 
forty-seven  times.    The  hon.  and  learned 
knight,  reported  to  be  the  new  Judge ^ 
advocate,  was  in  opposition  thirty  times.. 
Could  any  man  living  be  aware  of  these 
facts^  and  believe  that  there  had  been  any 
political  community  of  sentiment  between 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the  hon. 
members  who  had    lately  joined   him? 
There  was  not  an  agreement  in  opmion 
upon  any  one  subject,    except  that   of 
Catholic  emancipation ;  and  that  subject 
was  one  which  Uie  right  hon.  gentleman 
directly  declared  he  did  not  mean  to  make 
a  cabmet  question.    The  hon.  baionet, 
the  member  for  Westminster,  said  cer- 
tainly, that  he  had  considered  the  carrying 
of  the  Catholic  question  as  a  sine  ava  turn 
between  the  ministry  and  himself:  out  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  no  such  Bcmpu-' 
lousness ;  he  avowed  plainly,  that  he  coa^ 
sidered  that  question  no  such  bond  of 
union ;  therefore,  this  only  pretence — this 
only  question  which  had  formed  a  bond 
of  union  between  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man and  his  colleagues — ^iiow  they  were 
united,  was  to  be  a  bond  between  them 
no  longer.     He  would  come  then — since 
the  question  upon  which  they  had  agreedF 
was  no  longer  in  existence — to  the  ques- 
tions upon  which  the  right  hon.  gentlemaii 
and  his  supporters  had  been  vitally  op- 
posed.   Let  the  House  see  if  they  were  of 
a  light  or  unimportant  nature.    The  ques- 
tions upon  which  they  had  divided  in  op- 
position were — to  enumerate  but  a  few  of 
them — Parliamentary  Reform — the  Pen- 
sion List — ^the  Diplomatic  Expenditure — 
the  Influence  of  uie  Crown — ^the  Sinking 
Fund — the  Changes  in  the  Criminal  Law 
— the  Scotch  Representation — ^the  Admi- 
nistration of   the  Law  in    Ireland — the 
Conduct  of  Ministers  as  to  the  War  be- 
tween France  and  Spain — the  Repeal  of 
the  Window-tax — ^the  Estimates  of  every 
description — the    Repairs    of     Windsor 
Castle— the  SUte  of  the  Church  of  Ire- 
land— Colonial  Alicy — ^the  Repeal  of  the 
Assessed  Taxes,  &c.    The  learned  member 
for  Winchelsea  talked  of  agreement  in 
opinion  between  himself  and  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.     Surely  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  conceived  that  these  questions 
were  all  dead,  and  would  never  come  be- 
fore the  country  again!     Whether  they 
had  passed  away  for  ever,  he  would  not 
venture  to  say ;  but,  if  they  had  not,  when 
they  came  on,  what  was  to  become  of  the 
union  between  his  new  coUeagues  and  the 
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right  hon.  genClonan  ?  The  fact  was,  that 
it  was  useless  to  talk.  There  never  had 
been  any  bond  of  union  between  the  parties 
but  the  Catholic  question ;  and  it  would 
be  a  delusion  too  monstrous  almost  for 
belief,  if  that  question  waa  not  instantly 
brought  to  issue.  That  w&s  the  Question 
which  he  desired  to  see  the  rig^t  hon. 
gentleman  try.  Upon  that  question  either 
the  confidence  of  the  king  or  of  the  Ca- 
tholics must  be  betrayed;  and  the  new 
ministers  would  desert  their  duty,  as  well 
9B  their  principles,  if  they  did  not,  within 
a  single  week,  bring  that  question  to  issue. 
The  House  must  see,  and  the  people  of 
England  would  not  long  fail  to  know, 
that,  in  this  most  extraordinary  coalition, 
both  parties  had  equally  lost  sight  of  every 
principle  which  oup;ht  to  have  been  sacred 
to  them.  He  hesitated  not  to  avow  that 
fact:  it  was  his  opmion,  and  he  freely 
stated  it.  He  looked  at  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of  affairs 
as  having  been  dictated  by  no  other  motive 
than  the  gratification  of  his  own  personal 
ambition ;  and,  disagreeable  as  it  might  be 
to  the  right  hon«  gentleman  to  hear  it,  and 
disagreeable  as  it  was  to  him  to  utter  it,  he 
told  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  had 
not  been  over  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  by 
which  his  ambitious  course  had  been  pur- 
sued. Then,  forthe  other  party — if  they  lost 
sight  of  the  Catholic  question  but  for  one 
moment  [hear  and  laughter] — ^he  meant 
to  throw  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
bringing  on  of  that  question  —  if  they 
abandon  that  question  only  for  one  hour, 
they  would  do  so  for  reasons  which  all  the 
country  would  understand.  They  would 
have  abandoned  it,  after  clamouring  inces* 
saotly  for  it,  at  the  very  first  moment  when 
valuable  places  were  to  be  given  away,  and 
when — if  the  latter  part  of  the  report 
which  he  had  already  alluded  to  was  the 
correct  one — ^when  other  valuable  places 
were  to  be  kept  open  before  them,  ready  to 
reward  and  gratify  them  for  their  support. 
After  some  further  observations  upon  the 
extraordinary  and  unnatural  character  of 
the  coalition  m  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
on  the  other  side  had  entered,  the  hon. 
member  concluded  by  moving  —  *'  That 
copies  of  the  commissions  of  the  Master 
of  the  Mint  and  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
should  be  laid  on  the  table." 

Mr.  Brougham  rose  to  second  the  mo- 
tion [great  laughter  and  cheers].  He  said, 
that  he  trusted  the  House  would  be- 
lieve, from  his  seconding  the  motion  of  the 


hon.  gentleman  opposite,  that  he  had  sue*' 
ceed^,  with  his  new  position  in  the  House, 
to  some  of  the  candour  and  fairness  which 
naturally  belonged  to  it;  and,  certainly, 
his  successors  on  the  opposite  benches  had 
approved  themselves  the  most  apt  learners 
— he  would  not  say  of  the  tricks,  but  cer- 
tainly— of  the  wiles  and  resourcesttf  fiiction, 
of  any  he  had  ever  seen  distingubh  them- 
selves in  that  very  respectable  school 
[hear,  and  laughter].  For  never  in  the 
course  of  his  long  experience  of  oppositioD, 
whether  as  an  artist  or  an  amateur,  had  he 
witnessed  as  a  by-stander,  or  practised  in 
his  own  person,  any  thing  comparable  to 
the  evolution  of  only  the  second  night's 
tactic  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  by 
which  they  had  actually  interjected — ^not 
into  a  debate,  but  actually  into  an  open- 
ing speech,  made  upon  a  motion  standing 
after  two  months'  notice — ^into  the  very 
exordium  of  the  address,  as  to  the  state  fw 
the  shipping  interest,  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Liverpool — ^not  a  simple  question  or  two 
to  anuoy  government — ^though  that  would 
have  been  more  than  he  (Mr.  Brougham) 
had  ever  been  able,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  effect — ^bnt  a  regular  debate 
upon  a  question  of  their  own  ousting,  and 
taking  place  of  a  debate,  of  right,  and 
even  actually  of  fact,  already  in  posses- 
sion of  the  House  [cheers,  and  laughter]. 
Therefore,  to  augur  from  the  first  step  of 
the  new  opposition,  as  to  what  they  would 
do  hereafter — ^be  their  continuance  in  their 
present  places  as  long  as  he  could  wish  it 
to  be,  or,  as  short  as  they  themselves  would 
desire — certainly  a  more  violent,  and  un- 
hesitating, and  unscrupulous  party  could 
hardly  have  been  gathered  together,  than 
that  which  had  broke  ground  upon  the 
opposite  benches  two  nights  before.  With 
respect,  however,  to  the  most  important 
part  of  the  observations  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite,  which  he  wished  to  dis- 
pose of  oefore  he  came  to  the  questions 
which  the  hon.  member  had  put  personally 
to  himself  and  one  or  two  other  members, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  occupy  a 
few  moments  of  the  time  of  the  House.  He 
confessed  that  he  admired  the  boldness  of 
the  course  of  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite. 
It  was  a  frank,  gallant,  proceeding;  and 
he  liked  it,  because  it  at  once  showed  the 
foot,  which  was  meant  to  carry  the  hon. 
gentleman  and  his  colleagues  back  into 
office,  bj  carrying  the  Catholics  away 
from  their  chance  of  emancipation  [hear, 
hear.]    The  hon.  gentleman   proceeded 
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with  vigotifk  He  was  a  contemner  of  doubt 
i^nd  delay.  He  did  not  wait  to  urge  the 
new  ministry  On  to  his  object  by  out-door 
ConviBTBatiop,  or  newspaper  discussion — 
a  means  of  influence  to  which,  as  it  ap* 

rred  from  the  hon.  gentleman's  account, 
had  no  access.    He  did  not  wait  till 
the  mail  arrived  from  Dublin-^he  did  not 
mean  the  journal    called    the    "Mail.'' 
The  hon.  gentleman  did  not  wait  for  these 
helps  to  force  him  (Mr.  Brougham)  and 
those  about  him  into  the  trammels  with 
which  they  wished  to  fetter  them — into 
discussions,  in  the  course  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  in  such  cases  from 
time  immemorial,  all  their  old  speeches 
were  to  be  flung  in  their  faces,  in  compa- 
risoawith  those  which  they  would  have 
to  deliver  at  present.     Not  at  all;  this 
cold  delay  did  not  suit  the  hon.  gentleman 
and  his  colleagues.    Being  out  of  place 
only  for  a  week,  tliey  did  not  find  so  plea- 
sant as  tQ  be  desirous  to  try  it  for  a  month. 
And  therefore  they  wished  to  urge  on  the 
tried  friends  of  the  GathoUc  question,  to  do 
that  very  act  which  every  rational  man  con- 
nected with  the    Catholics  must    see — 
done  at  present — ^would  be  wholly  fatal  to 
theircause.  There  were  times,  however,  and 
seasons,  when  it  was  proverbially  dangerous 
for  men  to  listen  to  the  counsel  of  their 
enemies.    The  Catholics  had  too  often, 
he  was  afraid,  taken  a  lesson  of  indiscre- 
tion from  their  friends ;  let  them  now  take 
a  second  lesson — a  wiser  one — from  the 
advice  and  tuition  of  the  hoa«  member  for 
Derry ;  for  if  the  Catholics  could  doubt 
DOW  for  a  moment,  they  must  be  mad — 
literally  and  absolutely  mad — ^that  the  es- 
pecial course  calculated  to  ruin  all  their 
mterests  was  for  them  to  follow  the  advice 
which  that  hon.  gentleman  and  his  friends 
threw    out    to    them    [great  cheering]. 
Let  the  Catholics  avoid  the  hon.  gentle- 
men opposite  ;  and  as  they  had  fear^  their 
hostility,  let  them  now,  on  every  account, 
be  apprehensive  of  their  friendship.     Let 
them  trust  to  the  effects  of  time,  and  of 
idiscussioii--of  better  lights  breaking  out 
.in  various  ways,  and  ^er  opinions,  in 
England.    Let  them  rely  upon  the  effect 
of  their  own  forbearance,  of  their  abstinence 
from  offensive  and  provoking  topics.     Let 
them  suspect  bad  advisers ;  and  endeavour 
to  conciliate  the  hostility  of  those  who 
opposed  them  from  honest  and  sincere  pre- 
juoices;  avoid  the  counsels  and  sedi^ctions 
of  ra^  and  intemperate  friends ;  but  above 
all,  let  them  fly  from  the  advice  of  their 
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open,  avowedt  and  determined  enemies, 
who  were  now  etideavoaring,  in  order  to 
promote  their  own  private  and  party  pur- 
poses! to  force  them  on  to  a  conduct 
which  could  have  no  end  but  in  their  ruin 
[loud  cheering].    For  the  trick  was  too 
clear.     It  was  the  thinnest  disguise  he  had 
ever  seen  thrown  by  a  virulent  faction 
over  their  naked  depravity.     Let  the  Ca- 
tholics only  employ  their  common  sensea  r 
let  them  ask  themselves  who  the  party 
was — Uie  hon.  gentleman  opposite — ^who 
was  crying  upon  them  to  press  their  claims^ 
without  loss  of  time :  let  them  recollect 
that  the  individual  who  talked  of  their 
abandonment,  their  betrayal,  and  the  mis- 
chief coming  upon  them  itom  ft  single  mo- 
ment's longer  delay,  was  their  ancient, 
their  avowed,  their  honest  enemy — the 
man  who  had  opposed  them  upon  every 
occasion,  and  was  pledged  to  oppose  them 
— the  member  for  Derry  [cheers].    One 
word,  however,  when  he  said  ''honest/' 
not  that  he   meant  one  point  to  quali^ 
th^t  well-merited  word,  as  applied  to  tlus 
hon.  member;  but,  while  he  fully  bore 
testimony  to  the  hon.  member's  honesty^ 
he  begged  to  be  understood  not  at  all  to 
make  the  same  admission  with   respect 
to  his    consistency.     For  that  he   (Mr. 
Brougham),  who  had  always  supported  and 
advocated  Uie  cause  of  Catholic  emanci- 
pation ;  that  he,  who,  through  his  whole 
political  life,  had  shown  himself  the  firm 
friend  of  the  repeal  of  every  kind  of  penal- 
ties, or  disabilities  connected  with  reli- 
gious belief;  that  he,  with  his  habits  and 
opinions,    should  feel  impatient  for  the 
accomplishment  of  Cathohc  emancipation, 
and  even  perhaps  not  hesitate  to  involve 
the  country  in  something  like  confusion  to 
attain  such  an  object,  imprudent  and  in- 
defensible as  such  a  course  would   be, 
might  be  perfectly  conceivable ;  but  was  it 
not  strange,  was  it  not  miraculous  almost 
beyond  belief,  to  find  the  hon.  memberfor 
Derry  and  his  colleagues  opposite — they 
who  had  been,  for  years  and  years,  crying 
out  an4  uplifting  their  voices  against  the 
carrying  of  the  Catholic  question — who  had 
treated  the  granting  emancipation  as  the 
death  of  the  constitution  ana  the  ruin  of 
the  church — ^who  had  exclaimed  against 
the  carrying  it  as  the  heaviest  blow  which 
could  be  struck  against  the  prosperity  of 
the  country,  save  and  except  only  one, 
the  continuing  to  agitate  it — was  it  nol 
perfectly  inconceivable,  when  those  same 
persons  were  found  crying  out— not  to 
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Snrbeat  fiombnacttig  on  again  the  Catho- 
lic questioDy  and  vexing  and  disturbing 
tiie  country  further  with  its  discussion, 
but  assuring  the  Catholics  and  the  country, 
tiiat  their  duty  was  to  press  their  cause  at 
a  time  the  most  peculiarly  inconvenient 
for  discussing  it;  and  that  those  friends 
were  only  deserting  and  betraying  them 
who  talked  of  patience  or  delay  ?  [hear, 
hear].  ''  Bad  as  it  would  be  to  grant  the 
measure/'  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
had  been  used  to  say — ^when  they  were 
not  ^  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  -*-it  is 
still  worse  constantly  to  moot  and  to  de- 
bate it."  H^  had  heard  them  say  this,  in 
80  many  words,  twenty  times  over.  He 
had  not  their  words,  certainly — the  quota- 
tions cut  out  of  their  ^eches — at  his 
fingers  ends.  It  was  true  that  he  was  out 
of  office,  as  they  themselves  were ;  but  he 
had  not  time  for  such  an  operation— he 
had  been  in  a  court  of  law  all  day ;  but  he 
Teaaembered  the  topic  perfectly,  and  had 
the  whole  form  of  reasonmg,  he  coidd  assure 
them,  by  heart  [hear,  hear].  "  Bad  as 
the  success  of  the  measure  would  be, 
odious  to  the  feelings  of  Protestants,  and 
ruinous  to  the  safety  of  the  church,  one 
thing  is  still  worse  even  than  the  granting 
of  Uie  claims,  the  eternally  debating 
them,'*  &c.  But,  how  strangely,  with 
their  powers  of  office,  had  their  consistency 
deserted  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite! 
For  here  were  those  very  individuals  who 
held  aeitating  the  Catholic  question,  but 
a  fortnight  ^k,  the  very  worst  thing  in 
the  woiid,  only  anxious  now,  without  a 
moment's  delay,  to  bring  it  forward !  ''  Do 
not  delay  a  single  fortnight,''  was  the  cry 
of  the  hon*  gentlemen ;  <'  do  not  delay  a 
week."  Even  a  week,  a  little  week,  was 
too  long  to  sit  upon  a  bench  of  thorns 
[<«  hear,"  and  laughter] ;  to  be  out  of  the 
aunshine  of  royal  favour/  A  week!  A 
week  was  an  age  in  a  cold,  chill,  opposi- 
tion atmosphere,  with  no  employment  but 
reading  the  fag-ends  of  ola  debates  to 
piece  out  new  discussions,  instead  of  cal- 
culating the  amount  of  vast  and  eternal 
items  of  official  expenditure,  and  iht  still 
more  agreeable  problem  of  receipt.  A 
,  week  was  an  impiacticable  time  to  sit 
upon  a  bare  and  barren  rock ;  surrounded 
by  persons  as  ill  off  as  themselves ;  and 
calculating  nothing  more  pleasant  and  en- 
livening, than  how  many  times  in  the  last 
twenty  years  the  future  master  of  the  Mint 
had  voted  against  the  first  lord  of  the 
Treasury ;  how  many  times  the  hon.  mem- 
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bers  who  sat  by  the  **  pillar,"  and  the  worst 
of  it  was,  were  likely  to  sit  there,  or  if 
they  were  driven  away,  it  could  only  be 
by  the  old  kind  of  driving,  which  made 
matters  worse,  the  being  driven  from  pillar 
to  post — ^how  often  these  persons  had 
voted,  and  with  what  numbers,  and  in 
what  divisions,  when  they  sat  opposite  to 
particular  other  persons— the  burthen  of 
the  calculation  being,  that  they  now  sat 
vrith  them  [cheers].  Oh,  no !  this  was 
too  much.  To  bear  this  for  a  month  was 
impossible.  At  least,  if  it  were  possible 
in  any  way  to  get  out  of  it  by  forcing  on 
the  question  which  we  had  been  used  to 
say  only  convulsed  England  and  agitated 
Ireland ;  to  force  this  on — at  the  certainty 
of  keeping  it  still  unsettled — ^by  telling 
ministers  you  are  abandoning  your  prin- 
ciples, and  you  are  giving  up  the  Catho- 
lics, if  you  delay  to  bring  it  on  but  for  a 
single  day  [loud  cheers]. — One  word  now, 
in  answer  to  the  questions  which  the  hon* 
gentleman  had  said  he  would  not  ask  of 
the  hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  and,  ne  be- 
lieved, of  himself.  These  questions  re- 
lated to  the  phenomenon,  that  the  public 
press,  |;enerally,  had  taken  one  peculiar 
course  m  discussing  the  events  of  the  last 
few  weeks — a  wonder  for  which  the  parties 
questioned  seemed  called  upon  to  account. 
Now,  the  hon.  member  had  said,  that  he 
would  not  ask  this  question  of  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Admiralty,  which  indeed  he 
might  say  safely,  for  the  hon.  Secretary 
was  not  in  the  House.  Then  the  hon. 
member  came  to  himself  (Mr.  Brougham) 
personally;  but  still,  he  said,  he  would 
not  ask  him  the  question ;  so,  as  the  hon. 
member  would  not  ask  it,  he  would  imitate 
so  good  an  example,  and  not  answer  it. 
To  proceed,  however,  in  his  no-answer  in 
the  same  spirit  in  which  the  hon.  member 
had  put  his  no-question,  he  would  just 
make  one  observation  upon  the  course 
taken  by  the  press  upon  this  occasion. 
The  surprise  xould  not  be  at  the  conduct 
of  all  the  newspapers ;  it  might  have  been 
expected,  that  some  of  them  would  take 
the  part  which  they  had  taken.  It  could 
not  be  wonderfhl  that  the  newspapers 
which  had  formerly  supported  the  party 
in  opposition  should  continue  to  do  so 
still ;  and  therefore  the  only  wonder  was, 
that  that  part  of  the  press  which  used  to 
side  with  the  hon.  member  for  Derry  and 
his  friends,  to  cover  all  their  errors,  and 
uphold  all  their  opinions — thatthese  papers 
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Should  mddenly  have  veered  rtmnd  ta  tlM 
other  side,  or  have  become  silent;  that 
tiiey  riiottld  either  say  aothing  diiecdy» 
either  one  way  or  the  other,  upon  the  dis- 
pute, or  ihat  they  should  be  defending  the 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  his  preroea* 
tive — supporting  the  right  hon.  gentie^ 
man  ana  n»  measures,  such  as  th^  had 
been,  taken  under  circumstances  of  teiy 
peculiar  embarrassment,  certainly  not  at 
all  of  his  own  seeking.  To  explain  the 
phenomenon  which'  seemed  to  have  so 
confonnded  his  conjectures,  surely  it  did 
not  require  greater  talents  than  those  pos- 
sessed by  the  hon.  gentleman.  Had  he 
really  no  means  to  ffivlne  the  meaning  of 
it?  He  had  not  showti  so  slow  a  capa- 
city in  the  office  which  he  lately  filled ; 
for  he  was  ready  to  give  fufll  and  ampk 
praises  both  to  him'  and  to  his  nghl  hon. 
relative,  for  the  manner  in  which  the  du- 
ties of  the  Home-office  had  been  conduct- 
ed during  their  administiation  of  it.  In 
regard  to  the  imfluence  supposed  to  have 
b^n  used  to  brmg  about  a  union  of  sen- 
timent with  the  newspapers— he  ought 
to  say  more  properly  the  periodical  press — 
and  the  new  government,  they  greatly 
deceived  themselves  who  supposed  that 
public  opinion  rrew  out  of  the  public 
press,  and  that  &e  public  press  was  not, 
m  its  turn,  the  mirror  of  public  opinion. 
If  he  saw  that  the  public  press  was  m  uni- 
son and  harmony  with  tne  character  and 
proceedings  of  an  administration,  it  was 
not  for  him  to  atlribate  that  sympathy  of 
moral  feeling  to  the  efforts  made  by  the 
friends  of  the  Secretarv  of  State  in  one 
quarter,  or  the  visit  of  an  officer  of  the 
Admiralty  to  another  party;  but  the  rea- 
son which  he  would  assign  would  be,  that 
the  nubKc  voice  was  loud,  and  the  public 
mind  was  strong.  In  his  opinion,  the  rea- 
son of  this  happy  union  of  sentiment  was, 
Ihat  the  puMic  saw  the  deKcate  and  em- 
barrassing situation  in  which  the  kinff  was 
left,  and  that  they  greatly  lamented  the 
sovereign  having  been  left  id  that  embar- 
Mssing  situation.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  puUic  feeling  had  inclined  strongly  to 
tfhe  late  right  hon.  Secretary  fer  the  Home 
Department ;  and  that  the  regret  of  the 
public  at  bis  retirement  from  diat  office 
was  general.  It  eould  not  be  greater,  had 
it  b^  called  forth  by  the  resignation  of 
the  tiken  Foreign  Secretary,  now  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasurv ;  who  was  ready  to 
Ksign,  notwithstandmg  the  ehaiges  which 
had  been  made  against  him  of  an  over* 
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weening  ambitioB.    The  poUm  ptesn  hswi 
shown  itself  fiuthlul  to  that  opkuoa.     He 
had  not  seen  ali  the  publications;  bat  of 
those  which  he  had  seen  there  w«s  noC 
one  which  did  not  display  respect  for  the 
talents,  and  regret  at  the  lesigoatios^  oC 
^  rij^t  hon.  gentleman.    He  gi^^etlw  t^m 
gietted  tihose  atfeadcs  which   had  hmm 
made  in  what  was  called  nnmeasaied  Jaiib«> 
guage,  on  an  iKastnoas  person  who  an# 
ebewhere.      If  the  characters  of  puUie 
men  were  pid>lic  property,  as  tndy  might 
it  be  said,  that  the  ctiaimcter  of  that  grant 
man  was  the  property  of  Enrope  ;  ha  Imd 
afcnost  said  of  tiie  world.    Tnerefose  he 
highly  disapproved  of  tha  attacks  —dm 
upon  that  gattant  duke*    He  thought  lot 
one,  that  that  aobie  duke  wis  peiftetly 
jMstified  in  lesigning  as  he  hsd  done,  ana 
upon  the  reaaons  whidi  he  had  nven.    He 
eeuld  not  say  the  sanse  of  all  mt  imgutt* 
tiona.    Lord  M^ville  need  not  have  le- 
signed.    He  could  not  imagine  why  kNid 
Melville  had  resigned.    He  dared  to  say 
that  his  lordship  himself,  upon  reflection, 
mast  be  very  mach  at  a  loss  to  know  why 
he  had  done  so.    However,  the  comfort 
was,  that  he  belonged  to  a  departamot 
which  wa^  the  most  easily  filled  iq>.    In 
the  main,  however,  he  saw  no  fiialt  to  find 
with  any  of  those  noble  and  honounMe 
seceders.    He  would  not  art  in  to  the 
ordinssy  cant  upon  such  swDJects.    There 
was  no  wnwanantable  disrespect  us  aay 
nwn  reimm^  to  act  ander  another,  who 
was  placed  over  his  head,  contrary  to  his 
Kking.    As  long  as  roan  were  men,  such 
things  must  be  of   frequent  oocnrreaee. 
But,  while  be  was  ready  to  do  this  jastiea 
to  the  retiring  party,  he  should  be  doiag 
the  highest  injustice  to  odiers,  if  he  did 
not  see  the  emhanassment  and  difficulties 
in  which  they  had  left  the  government 
The  king  fonnd  himself  suddenly  dqmved 
of  the  services  of  six  out  of  nine  of  his 
nnaisters.    It  became  absolutely  neoessaiy 
that  the  offices  should  be  filled  up,  and 
that  the  public  service  should  be  comssit- 
ted  to  the  ehar]^  of  men  who  were  eoasl 
to  this  great  crisis.    And  the  leault  lisd 
been,  lo  tona  a  government^  if  any  |oam«> 
ment  ever  deserved  the  name,  eteetirs^ 
flenerrily  consistent,  able,  honeair  snd  sn- 
nghtened;  and  this  imoB  his  ccaarira»o 
he  believed  to  be  the  chamctar  of  the  aew 
administration.    It  was  upon  thia  conne- 
tion,  and  with  almost  thecertahity  thsl  the 
country  would  soon,  iWmi  their  own  eaoe« 
rienoe,  eome  to  the  same  eooclusioa,  thai 
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he  had  ^mn  his  support  to  the  new  ar^ 
nngem^ots.  He  would  have  disdained 
die  attribotiofi  of  interested  motives  to  his 
conduct :  but  none  had  been  seriously  at« 
tributed  to  him.  But  he  would  now 
speak  of  others^  his  Mends^  who  were  im« 
plieated  in  the  common  censure ;  and  he 
wished  to  speak  as  a  witness,  with  the 
same  solemnity  and  earnestness  for  the 
truth  which  he  would  feel  on  deposing  in 
a  court  of  justice  on  his  oath*  He  knew 
of  some  of  the  neaotiatkms.  He  was 
fully  acquainted  wim  the  difBcukies  and 
scruples  which  arose,  in  cases  where  there 
ought  to  have  been  none.  Any  thing 
more  unlike  the  description  which  had 
betti  attempted  to  be  put  on  those  trans* 
actions— ^any  thing  that  differed  more  en* 
tirdy  from  an  eagerness  to  seize  the  op« 
portunity  of  confusion  in  the  former,  go- 
vernment, and  of  rushing  through  the  ac^ 
oees  which  suddenly  opened  to  Uieir  view, 
•-«any  thing  less  like  a  desire  to  seize  upon 
place,  power,  and  patronage,  now  within 
their  reach,  and  which  they  Imd  but  to  put 
cnit  their  hands  to  touch,  there  could  not 
be.  He  had  seen  some  former  negotia* 
tions.  He  remembered  that  of  1812,  and 
that  of  1815;  but  he  had  seen  nothing 
like  it— he  had  not  heard  nor  read,  and 
he  could  not  have  conceived,  any  thing 
which  resembled  it.  Di£Scultles  as  to  the 
adjustment  of  terms,  scruples  where  none 
•aisted,  arose  continually.  ^  He  himself 
had  had  to  do  away  with  diflSculty  after 
difficulty,  until  he  was  tired  with  what  he 
at  last  oeemed  almost  the  squeamish  re- 
•Sstance  of  his  friends ;  and  he  had  now 
the  unspeakable  sati^ction  of  feeling, 
diat  the  negotiations  were  assisted  in  then* 
course  towtuds  the  present  happy  tem^ina- 
don,  by  his  endeavours.  So  much  for  the 
subject  of  eagerness  to  seize  place.  If 
men  were  so  anxious  for  place  as  to  abandon 
their  own  principles,  ana  among  those  prin- 
ciples the  Catholic  question,  such  a  re- 
sistanca  of  diat  which  was  said  to  be 
sought  with  an  almost  unprincipled 
eagerness  was  the  most  extraordinary 
miracle  of  modem  times.-*Now,  as  to  the 
divisions  upon  which  he  and  his  friends 
had  diflersd  fiomthe  riffht  hon.  gentle- 
man: thahon.gentlemanhaddiseovereddi- 
vinonsuponthosequesUons  so  preeminently 
important,  as  the  window  tax,  and  the  as*' 
aessed  taxes,  the  repairs  of  the  old  towers  of 
Windsor,  and  some  other  great  European 
or  cosmopolitan  questions  which  he  had 
cHhI.    But  ha  wo«td  raquast  tha  hoa» 


gifentleman  to  recollect  somo  of  the  minor 
matters  which  concerned  Europe  and  the 
country,  almost  as  much  as  Uie  Gothic 
windows  of  Westminster-Hall ;  to  one  of 
which  he  had  the  honour  formerly  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House.  His  exertions 
on  that  occasion  were  now  the  greatest 
happiness  of  his  life ;  if  he  were  only  to 
except  some  professional  services  which  he 
had  effected  on  another  occasion,  and  in 
which  he  must  glory  till  the  end  of  his 
days.  Ha  had  supported  m  that  House 
those  principles  which,  upon  tha  same  oc- 
casion, had  ^  been  supported  by  the  then 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  now 
First  Lord  of  the  IVeasury,  although  they 
differed  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  to  be 
taken.  He  reminded  the  House  of  the 
last  military  invasioi^  of  Spain  by  the 
French.  He  had  wished  on  tnat  occasion, 
that  other  language  should  be  used  than 
that  which  was  umd.  But  neither  he  nor 
any  of  his  friends  had  differed,  in  any  es- 
sential points,  from  the  sentiments  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  and,  in  the  end,  the 
question  was  suffored  to  torn  merely  upon 
that  consideration  which  was  proposed  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Westmoreland—^'  at 
all  events,  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  that 
we  will  go  to  war  upon  the  question  of 
the  French  occupying  the  Spanish  penin^ 
sula."  That  was  the  only  general  ques- 
tion of  policy  upon  which  he  had  differed 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  that 
was  not  upon  principle,  but  upon  the  mea- 
sures which  ought  to  be  pursued  in  sup- 
porting it.  As  to  the  division  upon  that 
occasbn,  he  remembered  very  well  that  he 
had  only  threatened  it;  and  at  the  close 
of  tha  discussion  he  had  daclined  the  di« 
viding  of  the  House.  The  fitct  was,  that 
if  he  had  been  ever  so  well  disposed  to 
divide,  he  could  not  have  done  much ;  for 
the  House  at  that  time  wanted  what  it  had 
now  got,  a  really  good  factious  opposition 

B)ud  cheers].  He  was  very  glad  of  it. 
e  congratulated  the  country  upon  pos- 
sessing it.  The  place  had  been  long  un- 
occupied ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  it  would 
soon  be  ably  filled;  especially  after  tha 
hon.  gentleman  should  have  forgotten  his 
officiid  suavity,  and  had  time  to  attune  hia 
infant  aptitudes  for  that  rough  labour.  Ha 
«ould  give  the  hem.  gentleman  some  useAil 
hints;  having  had  considerable  experience 
in  that  way.  He  thought  himsdr  ahnost 
perfect  in  his  knowledge  of  the  tactics ; 
and  the  first  hint  which  he  would  give  him 
was,  Oat  the  division  to  be  good  for  any 
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thing  oii&'bt  to  be  ftmall^  and  not,  as  tke 
hon.  genUeman  thought,  considerable  and 
almost  overwhelming.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man liked  it  served  up  rather  warm  and 
highly  spiced ;  but  he  could  assure  him 
that  there  was  nothing  so  bad  in  a  division 
as  a  large  opposition.  There  was  so  much 
to  be  done  to  conciliate  parties — so  much 
to  be  given  up  to  one-HSO  much  to  be  con- 
ceded to  another — and  so  much  expected 
by  a  third — that  nothing  could  be  more 
harassing  and  perplexing ;  not  eren  a  fac- 
tious debate  introduced  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  mover's  speech  [loud  cheers]. 
There  was  a  gentleman  wnom  he  did 
not  see — he  scarcely  knew  his  person ;  he 
had  heard  of  his  name;  and  it  was 
said  that  he  held  a  place  in  the  Ordnance, 
under  die  former  government— as  he  did 
.not  see  him  on  the  benches  opposite,  he 
almost  hoped  that  he  would  be  found  on 
the  ministerial  side  of  the  House.  He  be- 
lieved that  that  hon.  gentleman  sat  for 
Bishop's  Castle.  He  was  aware  of  the  ex- 
cellence of  that  hon.  gentleman  in  the 
Quarter- Master's  department;  but,  with 
the  vast  respect  which  he  felt  for  his  great 
talents,  he  wished  to  see  them  confined  to 
that  department.  The  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Dawson)  might  take  a  lesson  from 
that  hon.  member.  Let  him  be  consulted. 
He  would  say,  "  Oh  I  you  won't  divide, 
won't  you ;  but  111  make  you  divide,  just 
to  expose  your  weakness." — ^The  question 
of  parliamentary  reform  was  one  of  those 
cited,  upon  which  he  and  his  hon.  friends 
were  said  to  be  at  variance  with  the  go- 
vernment Upon  that  question,  the  party 
to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong  was 
divided  .  by  two  opinions — one  portion 
standing  in  direct  opposition  to  all  reform-, 
the  other  holding  for  moderate,  or,  as  old 
major  Cartwright  used  to  call  it,  mock- 
reform.  He  differed  from  this  opinion  of 
the  major ;  and  differed  from  those  who 
were  opposed  to  reform  in  any  degree.  To 
call  that  a  question  upon  which  they  were 
bound  to  remain  opposed  to  the  present 
system  of  government,  or  for  his  friends  to 
have  considered  it  such,  when  upon  all 
other  great  questions  of  policy — ^passing 
by  those  very  great  ones  concerning 
Gothic  windows,  lamp^'posts,  and  some 
others  of  no  less  importance  which  had  been 
cited — it  was  only  one  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  stood  pledged — and  as  he 
feared,  irreversibly  pledged — to  stand  back 
and  hold  out  upon  th,at  question  from  a 
government  whose  measures  they  approved; 
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and  had  for  some  time  approved,  woald 
have  been  neither  sense  nor  jnsdce  :    it 
would  have  been  folly  and   injustice  to 
themselves,  and  dishonesty  to  the  country 
[cheers].    The  causes  of  uieir  union  were 
to  be  found  in  the  alteration  of  the  gteat 
features  of  administration,  after  the  death  of 
lord  Londonderry,  and  the  liberal,  manlT» 
and  truly  English  feeling  displaved  by  hia 
successor  in  &e  foreign  policy  of  the  coun- 
try— in  the  equally  sound  pnnciples  which 
guided  him  in  that  almost  equally  grand 
question  jof  South  America — in  the  Hberal 
and  moderate  views  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  as  to  the  regulations  of  oor 
shipping  and  commerce,  and  the  currency, 
as  connected  with,  and  deeply  effecting, 
the  interests  of  both.     These  were   the 
three  ties  which  united  them,  and  upon 
which  the  country  and  her  policy  had  de* 
rived  the  highest  advantages,  since  tiie 
demise  of  the  marquis  of  Londonderry. 
Was  his  declaration  of  approving  these 
meatores  true?    He   had  himself  pro* 
pounded  them.    As  early  as  1812,  he  had 
pleaded  for  them,  and  to  a  certain  degree 
defeated  the  opponents  of  them.     He  had, 
on  behalf  of  them,  renewed  his  opposition 
to  the  old  illiberal  government,  when  re^ 
turned  to  that  House  in  1816.    He  fought 
that  whole  session   against  lord  CasUe- 
reagh  for  them.    He  propounded  them 
again  in  a  more  formidable  way  in  1817, 
and  divided  the  House  upon  them.    Was 
his  distrust  of  the  Holy  Alliance   first 
awakened    by  the  now  vacant  places! 
Why,    that  alliance  was    but    ^*in   the 
gristle,"    when    he  had  endeavoured  to 
rouse  the  opposition  of  parliament  toiL 
He  had  argued  against  it,   a»  a  system 
weak  and  inexpedient,  anv  participation  in 
which wouldbedishonourable  to  the  coantry, 
and  mischievous  to  her  liberties.     For  that 
he  had  been  called  a  fanatic — ^a  misguided 
promoter  of  political  disturbance.     What 
objection,  it  was  said,  ought  he  to  have  to 
the  most  harmless  of  all  princely  arrange- 
ments?   What  could  be  less  distmttAil 
than  this  scheme  of  politics,  which,  Uke  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed,  being  sown  in  doe 
season,  was  to  spring  up  and  overshadow 
Europe — so  that  no  glimmering  of  the 
light  of  liberty  should  break  in  to  disturb 
the  repose   of  tyranny.    He   had  been 
called  a  seer  of  sights,  and  a  dreamer  of 
dreams,  for  opposing  this  notion.    Ihese 
were  the  very  words  applied  to  him  by  lord 
Castlereagh.    Nothing  so  harmless,  ac* 
OQrdiog  to  the  tnsuspecttng  mind  of  lord 
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Ctttkreagb,  as  this  union  of  the  Russien^ 
Austrian,  and  Prussian  powers,  with 
our  own  lor  the  achievement  of  this 
beneficent  purpose.  He  had  persisted  in 
the  opposite  opinion.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Canning),  he  believed, 
was  not  in  the  House,  at  the  time :  he  was 
abroad  upon  foreign  busmess.  The  de- 
mise of  lord  Londonderry  made  way  for 
him.  He  .entered  office,  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  act  upon  those  principles 
which  he  (Mr.  Brougham)  had  moved  the 
House  upon  in  1817,  and  which  he  had 
defended  in  1822.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  successfully  established  a  sys- 
tem of  liberal  and  manly  foreign  policy. 
Upon  these  grounds  and  principles  he 
had  given  him  his  best  assistance.  Guided 
by  these  principles,  and  founding  his  mea- 
sures on  such  grounds,  in  the  course  of 
his  administration  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man should  have  from  him  that  wmch  he 
bad  a-  right,  m  point  of  consistency,  to 
demand — a  cordial,  zq^Ious,  and  dismter- 
csted,  support. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  he  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  not  without  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  persuade  the  House  to  replace  his 
hon.  friend  in  that  priority,  to  which,  by 
the  invariable  practice  of  the  House,  he 
was  entitled.  He  would  take  leave  to 
suggeist  to  the  hon.  gentleman  who  moved 
thu  amendment,  that  proceedings  so  ir- 
regpular  brought  with  them  generally  their 
own  cure,  from  the  disgust  which  they 
never  failed  to  excite  [loud  cheers].  The 
trick  was  too  bare;  and  if  he  thought 
himself  justified  in  adopting  such  means, 
he  must  not  be  surprised,  nor  would  he 
have  any  right  to  complain,  if  upon'^a  di- 
vision, he  found  the.  House  declaring  its 
sense  of  such  proceedings,  in  an  uncere- 
monious and  expressive  manner.  Not 
onl]r  was  pri<^ity  due,  by  lone  and  unde* 
viating  practice,  to  his  hon.  friend ;  but, 
although  the  interpolated  topics  were 
perhaps  more  interesting,  he  must  remmd 
the  House,  that  there  were  large  interests 
at  stake  upon  the  decision  of  the  subject 
fixed  for  discussion  this  evening,  which 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  risked,  and  which 
would  not  fairly  admit  of  postponement. 
He  could  assure.the  hon.  gentleman,  how- 
ever, that  he  felt  towards  him  no  personal 
malice.  He  was  too  old  a  stager  not  to 
be  able  to  bear  this  attack  without  resent- 
ment. He  had,  indeed,  had  to  endure 
the  assaults  of  those  benches  when  filled 
by  other  persons,  of  a  quality  which  he 


was  not  likely  soon  again  to  experience 
[laughter].  He  could  assure  the  hon. 
gentleman  that  none  of  these  little  tricks 
would  be  able  to  drive  him  froni  his  reso- 
lution of  meeting  them  when  properly 
brought  foward,  and  disdaining  them 
when  brought  forward  improperly.  In 
one  thing  the  hon.  gentleman  had  accused 
him  of  l^in^  mistaken :  namely,  the  as- 
sertion which  he  had  made  in  the  House 
on  a  former  evening  of  six  resignations. 
He  had  not  his  papers  with  him  at  the 
time,  but  with  leave  from  the  House  he 
would  refer  to  them  now.  It  was  on  the 
night  of  the  1 1th  of  April  that  he  received 
the  resignation  of  lord  Westmorland  :  of 
the  resignation  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Peel)  he  was  aware  some  days 
before.  He  received  the  resignation  of 
the  duke  of  Wellington  on  the  12th,  at 
half-past  ten  a.  m.  Lord  Bexley  sent  in 
his  shortly  ailer.  With  these,  and  the 
verbal  resignation  of  Mr.  Peel,  he  went 
to  St.  James's.  Those  of  lord  Eldon  tod 
lord  Bathurst  arrived  during  his  absence, 
and  did  not  reach  him  UU  he  was  in  the 
Idng^s  closet,  having  been  sent  after  him, 
according  to  his  directions  in  case  of  their 
arrival.  He  would  state  further,  that,  so 
far  were  they  from  anticipating  the  resign- 
ation of  lord  Eldon,  that  the  king  and 
himself  were  each  under  the  delusion  that 
there  were  the  best  reasons  to  expect  the 
support  of  his  services  in  the  new  arrange- 
ments. This  was  the  exact  state  of  the 
affair;  and,  upon  his  honour,  he  assured 
the  House,  that  when  he  spoke  of  the 
coincidence  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  mentioned  it,  he  intended  no  sneer. 
It  was  bare  justice  to  lord  Eldon  to  say, 
that  his  conduct  was  that  of  a  man  of  the 
highest  feelings  of  honour,  and  that  through- 
out it  had  been  above  all  exception.  He 
had  received  no  hint  of  the  purpose  of  the 
hon.  gentleman;  and  even  now  he  could 
not  imagine  how  the  production  of  the 
patent  for  appointing  the  judge-advocate, 
and  laying  it  on  the  table,  could  have  the 
effect  of  satisfying  his  anxiety,  unless  it 
were,  upon  the  old  Cambridge  principle, 
by  taking  the  masts  and  guns  of  the  ship 
and  dividing  by  the  men,  you  can  get  at 
the  name  of  the  captain  [a  laugh]. 

Captain  Dundas  complained  of  the 
harsh  treatment  of  his  noble  rela- 
tive by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman. 
He  assured  that  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, that  his  noble  relative  cared  neither 
for  his  friendship  nor  his  enmity. 
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.  Mr,  Srmuiham  appealed  to  the  Home, 
'wbedier  he  had  Bpoken  of  lord  Melville 
otherwise  than  in  tne  most  good-hamonred 
wi^.  He  assured  the  gallant  member, 
that  he  was  mistaken  if  he  attributed  to 
him  any  ill  feeling  towards  that  nobleman. 
As  to  the  sentiments  of  lord  Mdville  to- 
wards himy  he  could  only  say,  that  he 
should  be  very  glad  of  his  lordship's 
friendship,  and  that  he  believed  he  had 
not  his  enmity,  and  that  he  did  notexpoct 
to  enjoy  either.  He  was  so  far  from  feel- 
ing enmity  to  lord  Melville,  diat  he  heartily 
wished  to  see  him  back  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Peel  said : — I  admit  that  it  would 
be  more  regular  to  pass  to  the  question 
to  which  I  expected  this  evening  would  be 
devoted ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  am  very 
fur  from  being  satisfied  with  the  explana- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  as 
to  the  principles  upon  which  the  present 
coalition  has  taken  place ;  and  yet  a  proper 
exj^anation  of  those  principles  involves 
questions  of  the  greatest  impoitance,  and 
upon  the  explanation  given  would  depend 
the  degree  of  confidence  which  could  be 
properly  placed  in  the  present  administm- 
tion.     in  commenting  on  the  conduct  of 
the  gentlemen  who  now  sit  on  the  opposi- 
tion boich,  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
lias  adopted  the  same  tone  of  sarcastic 
femark,  which  characterised  his  speeches 
when  he  himself  sat  on  that  side  of  the 
House.    He  has  congratnlated  the  opposi- 
tion on  the  new  tone  of  asperity  which  it 
has  acquired ;  but  I  must  also  ccmgretulate 
the  hem.  and  learned  gentleman  on  the 
promptitude  and  fitoility  which  he  has  dis- 
plays in  em^doying  tlmt  tone  of  sarcasm 
m  favour  of  the  ministry,  which  he  so 
lately  employed  against  *them — at  least 
against  the  head  of  the  pesent  ministry. 
I  cannot  help  congratnlatmg  the  hon.  aiiHd 
learned  gentlonan  on  die  facility  with 
which  he  has  &Uen  into  the  cant  by  whidb, 
as  he  himself  used  to  ny,  the  supporters 
of  the  old  administration  were  so  much 
tainted.    But  it  is  a  very  grave  question, 
whether  these  gentlemenhadnotabandoned 
their  principles  in  the  short  space  of  a 
week,  and  the  subject  ought  to  be  treated 
with  another  temper.    I  need  not  say  that 
I  feel  no  personal  aniuKwity  against  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman.    1  never  did 
entertain  any  such  feeling  towards  him, 
nor  do  I  now.    But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
.our  political  diierencea  are  as  wide  as 
ever,  if  not  wider;  ibr  be  certainly  has  not 
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at  yet  been  aUa  to  give  me  a  fuUj 
tory,  and  dear  explanation  of  the  princU 
fdes  upon  which  he  has  oontribiitod  to 
form,  and  has  jomed  this  coalition  |  wad 
yet  a  full,  clear,  and  satts&ctory  acoomt 
of  these  matters  ii,  as  every  one  asnet  see, 
absolutely  necessary,  before  any  one  can 
venture  to  refNMe  confidence  in  ihe  admi- 
nistration, as  atpresent  constituted.  Whn^ 
for  example,  is  to  be  done  with  the  qnes* 
tton  of  parliamentary  reform  ?    Is  it  to  be 
brought  forward  in  any  specific  fonn,  and 
supported  by  the  new  friends  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  or  is  it  to  be  postponed  until  ill 
those  shades  of  oj^inion  can  be  blended  of 
which  I  have  this  evenmg  heard,  fcr  die 
first  time?    That  question  certainly  was 
with  those  hon.  gentlemen  a  oommon  bond 
of  CQimection :  I  do  not  say  uniting  eieryr 
man  in  its  support,  but  undoubtedly  Uk- 
eluding  80  many  of  them,  that  from  it  n 
great    pariiamentary   party   took    their 
colour,  and  derived  their  name.    I  should 
have  thought  that^  no  government  that 
hoped  for   the   support   of  parliament, 
would  have  countenanced  so  essential  a 
change  in  the  constitution  of  this  House 
as  the  party  to  which  I  allude  calls  for. 
If  these  opinions  be  not  countenanced  by 
the  new  government,  on  what  principles 
then,  I  ask  again,  is  die  question  of  unta« 
mentary  reform  to  be  discussed  ?    C  it  to 
be  left  as  the  Catholic  question  is?    1  do 
not  say  this  reproachfully,  for  I  know  I 
concurred  myself  in  the  arrangement,  widi 
respect  to  that  question ;  but  I  ask,  wili  it 
be  suffered  to  remain  still  ?    These  ques- 
tions must  produce  the  elements  of  discoid 
in  the  new  administration,  unless,  indeed, 
I  anr  to  gather,  from  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  has  said,  that  parlia- 
mentary reform  is  also  to  be  made  an  open 
question ;  diongh  truly  he  was  not  very 
explicit  in  his  statement.  These,  however, 
are  points  of  the  utmost  imnortanoe.    I 
have  listened  attentively  to  tlie  speedi  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  geedeman,  but  the 
satisfaction  I  derived  firom  theexplanations 
he  gave,  was  so  far  from  being  complete, 
tliat  it  has,  I  confess,  only  increased  my 
anxiety  to  hear  something  more  of  tlie 
oooditKms  on  which  he  has  agreed  to  mp^ 
port  the  new  government.    When  I  bear 
It  stated,  as  one  of  the  grounds  ef  thk 
union,  that  his  majesty  was  abandcmed  liy 
his  former  servants,  and  that  his  very  pie- 
rogadve  was  so  put  in  jeopardy  by  tneir 
secession,  that  my  right  hon.  mend  had 
no  alternative  but  to  qpply  to  his  poKdcnl 
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^•ifgumttitf  I  admk  it  to  be  stricdy  true, 
tket  ^n  that  gvomid  the  eoaiition  vaa 
farnio<  thtitodaef;  nay,  iu  lole  object, 
WBM  mngiag  everf  aiiboidiiiate  point,  to 
Beintain  m  {Mrevogatm  of  the  Gtowq, 
why,  then,  I  adc,  if  that  be  the  ground,  k 
kiiotdeclaiedee  atonce?  Wbydo^ey 
BOt  ttvow  ^lat  to  be  the  leal  leaaon  ?  Why 
do  they  not  aaj  that  they  will  forget  the 
Cathoiic  qnestwn  and  parliamentary  re» 
form — thatihcy  find  thepreioeative  of  ^e 
Crown  in  danger,  and  haveniaoed  forward 
to  defieod  it?  Why  do  they  allow  the 
first  pJaoea in  theatale  tocontinne  unfilled, 
Vke  empty  bosea  waiting  for  tfaoee  who 
have en^;aged  diem?  l^y,  I  aak, again 
and  agam,  do  they  not  come  down  to  thia 
Hooae,  and  tell  %m  frankly,  what  are  the 
principlea  on  which  they  have  entered  into 
thia  eoaiition?  Hieir  condnct,  8ir,  I 
repeat,  it  not  aatisfoctory.  It  ia  not  suited 
to  the  fair  dealing  and  manliness  in  whidi 
tUs  coantr^  delists.  It  does  not  accord 
with  die  pttaciples  of  the  constttation  for 
one  pazty  to  unite  with  another,  on  condi* 
tion'that  then  shoold  be  a  period  of  pro- 
bation^ in  order  that  they  may  determine 
whether  their  principles  of  action  will  agree 
or  not*  If  it  be  a  union  of  parties,  why  is 
it  not  so  publicly  proclaimed  ?  Why  is 
not  the  emergency  declared  that  has 
rendered  this  step  requisite?  If  difficulties 
have  arisen,  which  strong  and  firm  -minds 
are  wonted  to  encounter,  why  are  the 
public  offices  filled  with  merely  fugacious 
ministers  ?  In  two  months — ^the  probable 
iwriod  when  the  intended  arrangements 
will  be  completed — ^the  dangers  of  the  time 
frill  ha^e  passed  away,  and  with  them  the 
aeoessit^  tor  this  junction  will  have  ceased, 
if  it  be  lounded  on  the  maintenance  of  the 
faeiogative  of  the  Crown.  I  am  anxious 
to  see  the  character  of  party  men,  and  of 
the  great  parties  in  this  country,  upheld. 
I  should  not  be  glad,  certainly,  to  see  the 
great  Whig  party  in  office.  They  ought, 
1  think,  to  be  excluded  from  power ;  but  I 
ahoold  be  sorry  to  see  their  character,  as 
m  party,  lowered  and  di^raced.  But  it 
erili  be  tarnished,  if  the  principles  are  not 
made  known,  on  which  the  union  has  been 
eSscted ;  and  unless  a  satisfactorjr  expla^ 
•Batbn  of  the  reasons  why  that  union  has 
jbsen  delayed  be  given,  I  apprehend  that 
the  ehanoter  of  this  party  will  not,  for  the 
Ature,  stand  very  high  with  Uie  public. 
i  aak  again  why  is  Ms  delay  ?  Is  it  that 
there  are  on  the  Notice-book  some  ineon* 


venient  entries,  which  the  members  of  diat 
party  know  not  how  well  toevade or  erase ? 
What,  for  example,  will  they  do  with  the 
notice  of  the  member  for  Bandon  (krd  J. 
Russell),  for  theicpeaiof  the  Test  and 
CoqporatioQ  acts  ?  This  is  another  impor* 
tent  question,  iriiich  I  sospsct  will  display 
the  material  difierence  that  exists  between 
the  opinions  of  those  right  hon.  gentlemen, 
whom  I  had  lately  the  honour  to  have  for 
collei^ues,  and  their  new  allies.  If,  after 
die  noble  lord  has  consulted  wiUi  the 
kadeia  of  the  Protestant  dissenters,  -he 
should  be  pr^mred  te  move  for  an^  further 
concessions  in  their  favour,  I  me  him 
notice  that  I  intend  to  impose  him,  and 
that  I  will  always  do  so,  whether  in  or  out 
ef  power.  That,  iudeed,  is  a  circumstance 
of  little  weight  or  consideration  to  me. 
The  most  cursory  view  of  my  past  career 
will  shew,  that  I  have  been  actuated  by  no 
ardent  derireof  office.  When  I  haveaocepted 
it,  it  has  always  been  a  personal  sacrifice  to 
me.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I 
oan  say  truly  that  1  care  not  whether  I 
return  or  not  I  feel  grateful  for  the 
confidence  of  the  Crown ;  bat  I  am,  thank 
God,  independent  of  it.  My  prinoi^es 
are  not  changeable  with  my  position.  I 
will  adhere  to  them,  through  good  report 
and  through  evil  report.  It  is  with  these 
sentiments,  that  I  now  say,  that  the  points 
to  which  I  have  referred-^parliamentary 
reform,  and  the  motion  entered  on  the 
Notice-book,  for  the  repeal  of  the^Test  and 
Corporatkm  acts -~  and,  still  more,  the 
Catholic  question,  have  not  been  explain- 
ed satisfactorily.  I  will  not  deny  that  I 
observed  myself  that,  latterly,  there  was 
between  my  late  odUeagues  and  the  hon. 
gentlemen  who  have  now  joined  them,  on 
many  subjects,  a  close  and  cordial  alliance. 
But  I  do  protest,  that  if  I  had  been  told, 
only  the  day  before  the  recess,  that  the 
hon.  baronet,  the  member  for  Westminster, 
would  have  offi»ed  hiaiself  to  the  notice 
of  this  Houre  the  first  night  after  the  ad- 
joomment,  in  order  to  give  his  active  sup- 
port  to  a  government,  still  divided  on  the 
Calliolic  question— if,  after  what  I  have 
heard  the  memben  for  Calne  and  for 
Knaresborough  say  in  this  House,  im- 
puting all  the  evils  of  Ireland  to  the  exist- 
ence of  divided  councils  m  the  government 
of  the  country,  which,  they  contended, 
prevented  any  fon  or  conristent  course  of 
policy  from  being  pursued ; — if  I  had  been 
told,  that  BOW,  or  a  few  months  hence 
even,  they  wouU  be  prepared  to  give  thier 
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sanction  to  the  support  of  an  administra- 
tion still  divided  on  the  Catholic  question,  , 
I  conld  not  have  believed  it  possible.     On 
the  necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  that  , 
ifystem  of  a  divided  government,  the  reso- 
lution of  the  hon.  baronet  for  the  relief  of 
the    Catholics   was    founded.     Let   the  j 
House  now  look  at  the    sincerity  with  i 
which  these  principles  had  been  acted  | 
upon.    In  the  new  administration,  it  is 
true,  there  is  no  difference  between  the 
Home  and  Foreign  Secretaries  of  State : 
but  we  have  a  prime  minister  and  a  lord 
chancellor  opposed  to  each  other,  and 
yery  recently,  in  almost  personal  conflict 
on  this  very  question.     Hitherto,  we  have 
had  the  two  law  oificei-s  of  this  coun- 
try united  in  opinion.    The  present  ad- 
mmistration  has  been  the  first  to  disturb 
this  agreement,  and,  by  transferring  the 
chief  office  to  an  advocate  of  the  Catholic 
claims,  to  create  a  disunion  where  before 
it  never  existed.      Should  his  majesty's 
Attorney  and   Solicitor-general  be  now 
called  on  to  advise  the  Crown  on  any 
measure  touching  the  Catholic  Association, 
suppose  it  should  continue,   in  what  a 
situation  will  they  be  placed?     It  is  a 
fact—one  of  the  curious  events  of  the  day 
— that  these  two  learned  gentlemen  have 
both  presented  themselves  as  candidates 
to  represent  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
professing  to  differ  essentially  from  each 
other  on  this  question,  and  founding  their 
claims  to  support  respectively  on  that  very 
difference.     These  circumstances  are  so 
strange—  so  extraordinary — that  it  is  not  by 
the  sarcasms  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man that  the  public  can  be  reconciled 
to  them.    But,  above  all,  when  I  recollect 
the  motion  brought  forward  a  few  weeks 
ago  by  the  hon.  member  for  Armagh  (Mr. 
Brownlow),  from  the  very  place  where  I 
am  now  standing — ^which  motion,  deeply 
affecting  the  official  character  of  lord 
Manners,   was  supported   by  the   hon. 
member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  S.  Rice),  who 
took  the  opportunity  of  repeating  his  con- 
viction, that  "  all  the  evils  of  Ireland  were 
attendant  upon  that  absurd  state  of  things 
in  which  a  Protestant  lord  chancellor  was 
conioined  with  a  Catholic  lord  lieutenant 
in  the  government  of  that  country,"  how 
shall  I  now  express  my  surprise,  when  I 
hear,  that  the  first  act  of  the  new  admi- 
nistration has  been,  to  prevail  on  the  lord 
chancellor  of  Ireland  to  revoke  his  known 
intention  of  retiring  from  office.     With 
these  facts  before  me,  I  say  that  the  union 
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of  the  Whigs  with  the  new  administtatioit 
is  an  extraordinary  coincidence.     This  m 
not  an  occasion  on  which  I  can  be  ex- 
pected to  give  expression  more  folly  4o 
my  opinions ;  but  as  my  votes  on  mny 
questions  that  will  come  before  me  must 
depend  on  the  degree  of  confidence   I 
possess  in  the  administration,  I  feel  en- 
titled to  call  upon  them  to  state^  what  aie 
the  conditions  on  which  it  has  been  form*- 
ed,  particularly  with  regard  to  parUamen- 
tary  reform  and  the  Established  church. 
I  see  that  the  hon.  member  for  Montrose 
yesterday  postponed  his  motion  respecting 
the  church  of  Ireland,  avowing  as.his  rea- 
son for  so  doing,  that  he  had  full  confi- 
dence in  the  intentions  of  the  new  mini»* 
try,  though  I  believe,  frcHn  the  .bottom  o€ 
my  heart,  that  he  will  find  he  is  mistaken 
in  his  expectation  of  support  from  my 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning),  who^  1 
believe,  will  manfully  defend  l^e  church 
against  all  his  attacks.    But  when  I  beer 
the  hon.  member  for  Montrose  publicly 
state  such  a  reason  for  postponmg  his 
motion,  I  must  pause  berore  I  giveajw 
vote  of  mere  confidence  to  the  present  adU 
mini^tration,  ^until  I  know  what  are  the 
principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  as  to 
parliamentary  reform  and  the  other  great 
questions  of  importance;  whether  they 
are  to  be  open,  hke  the  Catholic  questboy 
to  free  discussion  by  every  member  of 
adminhtration,  or  whether  Uiose  who  are 
called  by  the  name  of  Whigs  are  prepaied 
to  oppose  them  when  they  may  be  bioug)it 
forward  ?    [loud  cheers.] 

Sir  F,  Burdett  instantly  rose  to  address 
the  House,  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  Brougham^  who  wished  to  ei^lain 
a  passage  in  his  speech,  which  had  been 
misunderstood  by  the  rieht  hon.  ^neoitle- 
man ;  who  had  supposed  him  to  mipate 
the  quality  of  factiousness  to  the  mate 
common  act  of  asking  questions  calculated 
to  annoy  the  government    Now,  in  fact, 
he  had  said  nothing  that  warranted  that 
construction.    He  did  not  represent  that 
practice  as  indicative  of  faction ;  but  he 
had  said,  that  it  did  look  something  like 
faction,  that  when  one  hon.  gentleman 
had  opened  a  motion,  another  should  in- 
terpose with  another  motion  and  debalfi.  • 
Sir   F.    Burdett    then    proceeded*^* 
Though,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  gentkanan  hie 
not  attempted  to  answer  any  one  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend's  arguments,  he 
has  thought  fit  to  bring  forward  a  Tanely 
of  insinuations  and  personal  allusioni^  vaa 
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gromidieflt  chatges  of  inconsistency  and 
want  of  prinGipie,  neither  to  be  maintained 
bj  reason  or  justice,  nor  in  any  degree 
warranted  or  called  for  by  the  occasion. 
1  must  confess,  that  the  evident  soreness 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  shows — ^not- 
withstanding   the    apparently   ftur    and 
genend  professions  wnich  he  has  in  this 
place  made,  and  in  which  he  has  denied 
that  he  participates  in  the  bitter  feelings 
of  some  of  those  who  axe  opposed  to  the 
government — ^that  he  is  nevertheless  ino- 
colated  with  the  virulence  of  the  same 
spirit ;  or  he  would  not  so  suddenly  have 
fbrffotten  the  manly  line  of  conduct  within 
which  he  has,  up  to  this  time,  confined 
himself.    I  did  not  think  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  called  on  for  any  justi- 
fication at  all.    If,  on  one  consideration, 
he  felt  bound  to  resign  his  situation,  I 
know  of  no  constitutional  principle  that 
could  be  injured  by  his  so  doing.     He 
has,  therefore,  only  succeeded  in  proving 
wAuit  nobody  disputed,  and  in  defending 
himself  from  accusations  which  nobody 
bad  made  against  him.    But,  while  he 
now  loses  that  view  of  his  position,  and 
converts  into  an  attack  on  tne  conduct  of 
others  what  was,  in  the  first  instance,  only 
a  justification  of  himself,  he  must  be  made 
lo  feel  how  that  attack  recoils  upon  its 
aathor.    In  reply,  I  will  tell  him,'<  that 
overjf  word  he  uttered,  the  other  evening, 
in  his  own  defence  was  a  complete  justifi- 
catioii  of  all  those  who  have  acted  with 
me  on  the  present  occasion ;  for,  either  he 
had  no  reason  to  withdraw  from  Uie  ad- 
nrinistratiop,  or  we  had  ample  reason  to 
give  our  support  to  it  [hear,  hear !].    I  will 
allow  him  uie  fuU  benefit  of  his  principles ; 
and  on  precisely  the  same  ground,  though 
with  an  opposite  view,  I  have  stood,  in 
nmintaining,  defending,  and  promoting  my 
own.   The  rig^t  hon.  gentleman  has  talked 
a  great  deal  about  Whigs  and  Tories.    I 
am  nmther  one  nor  the  other.    In  fact, 
the  terms  have  now  no  meaning.    They 
ana  no  longer  applicable  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country.     Though  they 
might  be  sometimes  convenient  to  mdicate 
the  distinction  of  opposite  parties,  it  would 
be  well  if,  for  the  sake  of  clearness  and 
preciswn,  the  use  of  them  were  discon- 
tinued.   The  right  hon.  gentleman,  I  be- 
.lieve,  does  not  reckon  himself  a  Whig ;  he 
-aspires  to  the  higher  honour  of  being  ac- 
counted a  Tory.    For  my  part,  I  ckss 
myself  simply  as  an  Ei^lish  sabj^  ready 
•ataUtimeato  nuintain  the  principles  of 
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the.  constitution,  and  happy  in  an  oppor- 
tunity to  shew  that  the  profesttons  which 
I  made,  under  other  circumstances,  I  am 
now  prepared  to  fulfil.    I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  support  the  Crown  in  the  Just  exercise 
of  its  prerogative,  against  any  mctious  band 
who  may,  by  any  concerted  design,  thmk 
to  put  it  in  a  dilemma,  and  compel  it  again 
to  accept  their  services.    The  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  has  been  exercised  in  the 
present  case,  according  to  my  opinion,  in 
a  most  fortunate  manner  for  the  country. 
It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  ititroduced 
any  hostility  of  feeling  into  this  debate,  or 
to  invite  any  expression  of  aneer,  still  less 
of  animosity.    I  did  hope,  that  with  the 
candour  which  he  has  always  professed, 
and  with  that  discretion  whicn  has  usually 
attended  him,   but  from  which  he  has 
egregiously  departed  on  this  occasion,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  have  dealt 
out  insinuations  respecting  the  conduct  of 
others,  which  he  must  have  foreseen  would 
be  repelled  with  equal  warmth.    I  tell  him 
again,  that  as  far  as  they  are  intended  to 
apply  to  me,  they  have  not  the  slightest 
foundation  in  reason  or  justice,     what 
object  of  private  interest  can  I  have  b 
view  ?    Who,  give  me  leave  to  ask,  can 
impute  any  sinister  design  to  me?    The 
rig^t  hon.  gentleman,  notwithstanding  all 
his  profess^  cheerfulness  in  retiring  nom 
office,  would,  however,  appear,  from  what 
he  has  said  on  the  former  and  present 
occasions,  and  considering  what  his  hon. 
friend,  the  late  under  Secretary  opposite, 
has  done  this  evening,  to  have  witndrawn 
as  reluctantly  from  office  as  if  he  were 
leaving  the  **  Warm  precincts  of  the  cheer- 
ful day."  If  the  course  pursued  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  not  absolutely  irre- 
gular, it  was  undoubtedly  not  fair ;  and 
particalariy  unfair,  when  he  set  out  by  a 
promise  to  adhere  to  the  question  before 
the  House,  and  not  to  enter  upon  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  topics  on  which  subseouendy 
he  had  exclusively  expatiated  [hear,  hear!]. 
This  conduct  certainly  seems  to  be  some- 
thing like  casting  "  a  longing,  lingering, 
look  behind"  [cheers].     The  right  hon. 
gendeman  best  knows  his  own  motives; 
and  he  has  stated  positively,  that  he  and 
his  late  colleagues  retired  together,  without 
any  previous  concert    The  fact,  no  doubt, 
thmfore,  was  so;  but  if  there  was  no 
actual  concert,  there  unquestionably  was  a 
kind  of  sympaUietic  concert  [laushter,  and 
cries  of  "No,  no"].    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  founded  several  of  his  in- 
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on  whftl  he  calls  ''eztEiu>rdinaTy 
coincidences.''  Now,  I  camot  help  le- 
marking,  BotwithstasdiAg;  the  dednratMiis 
of  the  rig^t  hon.  gentiemaii^  that  theie  wae 
an  extraordinary  conenrience  a£  resigna* 
tionSy  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  Whe- 
ther it  was  intended  to  intimidate  the  king, 
to  put  him  in  a  dilemma^  as  I  aaid  before, 
which  wOttld  compel  him  again  to  call 
back  the  retiring  ministers,  I  cannot  posi- 
tively declare ;  but  that  certainly  would  be 
my  opinion,  if  it  were  not  for  the  direct 
decUuntion  of  the  right  hon.  gendeman  to 
the  contrary.  When  I  look  at  all  the 
circunwtances  of  these  resigoations,  I  can- 
not avoid  suspecting  that  they  originated 
in  an  attempt  anjusuy  to  fetter  the  exercise 
of  the  ptero^tives  of  the  down.  If,  I 
repeat,  the  right  hon.  gentlensan  had  not 
asserted  die  revenet  and  I  was  guided  only 
by  the  apparent  fiKSts  of  the  case^  that 
Would  be  the  natural  and  inevitable  con- 
clusion at  which  I  should  arrive  [hear, 
hear !}.:  One  principal  ground  on  which 
I  give  my  support  to  the  piesei^  adminis- 
tration is,  because  it  does  practicaUy,  and 
in  effect,  uphold  At  king  in  tlie  juat 
exercise  of  his  prerogative.  That  is  my 
justification  on  that  pomt.  But  I  will  teli 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  further,  tlut, 
imtting  aside  all  the  gieat  questions  whidi 
he  is  so  singularly  anxious  to  bring  under 
discussion,  including  among  the  rest  that 
of  parliamentary  reform,  I  see  sufficient 
reason  to  support  this  administration 
{cheers].  The  rig^t  hon.  gentleman  seems 
never  to  have  known  that  there  was  a 
•chtsm  on  the  subject  of  Reform.  It  is 
Aews  to  him  tiiat  there  were  ever  shades 
of  opinion  upon  it.  He  was  not  aware,  it 
appears,  that  there  were  as  many  different 
views  of  the  general  measure,  as  there  have 
alwa^w  been  of  compidieaBive  potitical 
questioos.  Some  are  for  confining  it 
within  narrow  limiiB ;  others  lor  extending 
it  to  the  widest  I  am  ready  to  vote  for 
any  measure  of  reform.  By  supporting 
•the  present  government,  I  do  not  i^andon 
.or  aacrifice  one  iota  of  my  principles  as  a 
friend  of  {Nurliameatary  reform,  or  any 
other  question  on  whidi  I  may  deem  it 
£tting  and  pmdent  to  deliver  my  seais- 
ments.  As  a  man  of  common  sense,  I  mast 
Irish  to  achieve  some  jHWOtical  good  in  my 
'time.  If  I  cannot  do  all  I  wonld,  I  am 
beoady  without  waitiag  till  meve  extensive 
insws  may  be  adopted,  to  pvomoteall  the 
1^  which  the  cjpportunity  of  flie  pase- 
•mg  momentflftrs  me  [hear,  haarl].    If 


Ican,by  my  feeUe  eflbrts,  gaintheslighteat 
chanoeof  advancing,  in  toe  least  degvee, 
the  paUic  welfare,  I  receive  all  tha  satia-* 
ftctma  that  can  be  afibrded.    The  rigji^ 
hon.  gentleman  will  taunt  me  in  vain  witia 
a  derdiction  of  principle,  while  he  fiiid» 
me  thus  engaged.    If  I  can  seixe  aad 
secure  any  go<d  for  the  country,  I  wiQ 
grasp  it    I  have  dedicated  my  lue  to  this 
pursuit,  and  I  shall  be  too  luqppy  if  I  Uve 
to  be  successful  [dieers].    The  right  boa. 
gentleman  has,  uafortunatdy  for  hiif^f^f^ 
also  attacked  my  hon.  and  learned  £ri«id. 
In  thb  respect,  he  only  followed  die  ex- 
ample of  his  ficiend,  the  late  Under  Secie* 
tary.    Indeed,  they  go  in  couplM;  ibey 
hunt  together.    The  differanoe  betaaea 
them  b  only  in  the  degree  of  exprassion^ 
not  in   the  principle  of  modoation  or 
wisdom,  but  simply  in  words  and  temper. 
My  hon.  and  learned  friend  wdl  said^ 
that  the  laCe  Uader  Secretary's  language 
was  aa  honest  exposure  of  his  sentimeals. 
It  was  the  honestv  of  angeiv  of  passkm^  of 
uncontrolled   feeling,    anmitig^ted,  ua^ 
modified  either  by  maaon  or  sound  dis- 
cretion [cheers  and  laughter},  i  feel  grata* 
fttl  to  the  rig^t  hon.  gentlemaa  for  Inving 
assumed  the  same  tone.    I  can  aowspaak 
of  them  together.    He  has  dmie  a  gm^ 
servsee  to  t£a  new  ministry  as  wall  as  tm 
me.    My  hon.  and  learned  friend,  who 
stands  in  the   meet  extraordinary  and 
honourable  predicament,  hasbeen  attacked. 
But,  never  was  there  a  pufalk  wum  wha 
occupied  80  conspicuous  a  atatieay  which 
he  readers  stiU  more  conspieooaa  by  the 
perpetual  exertion  of  his  annvaUed  abilitiea 
for  the  public  good.    He,in  order  to  raise 
no  obstade  to  what  he  ^inka  aa  advan- 
tageous arrangement  forthe  country,  loeBs 
all  coasidentbaof  himself  in  thepiUic 
benefit    Though  qualified  to  eomssaad 
as  a  general,  sacrificing  all  pride,  aad 
prejudice,    he  senpes  as  a  aoldier  in  the 
ranks.    The  saying  of  a  great  conapirator 
in  a  bad  cause  he  has  exemplified  in  the 
best    He  is  an  instance  how  a  statasmaa 
may  be  suspected  and  calumniatftd,tfaoug^ 
aetmg  from  motives  of  thcparast  patrinriam 
l^cfaeem].    The  oonmqnest  oonsidesatioBa, 
if  Botof  candour,  at  least  of  justice,  abould 
have  mdnoed  the  ri^t  hon.  gendenaa  to 
have  avoided  the  course  on  which  he  has 
this  evening  altered.    Like  my  hon.  and 
Janraed  friend,  1  hava  —  I  can  have  -— 
nothing  to  hope,  to  fear^  or  to  expect, 
from  ttNS  government    I  can  hava  no 
view  .of  persooal  advantage.     Siera  m 


683 


A^p!P%  iMefH. 


Hat  S,  1897. 


534 


i 
I 
s 


baiAf  any  aacrttee  I  woaM  not  maka  to 
lemove  the  obstnictiOna  that  impedo  the 
piogreaa  of  my  prinoiples.  It  is  no  amall 
good  to  have  removed  from  the  kingfs 
councils  that  narrow-minded,  bigoted  part 
of  the  late  administration,  who,  perhaps, 
two  hundred  yean  back  would  have  been 
highly  esteemed,  but  who  are  in  nowise 
adapted  to  the  century  in  which  we  live. 
Their  resignation  leaves  us  nothing  to 
regret,  but  a  great  deal  to  rejoice  at 
For  a  long  time  they  have  weighed  heavily 
on  the  best  interests  of  the  people ;  while 
thi^  clogged  the  superior  intellect  of  their 
colleagues,  and  prevented  their  advance, 
in  conformity  with  the  advance  of  public 
opinioo.  Thank  Ood,  the  incubus  is 
removed  — the  administration  is  now 
(mrged  of  that  dross.  His  present  situa- 
tion m^  raise  important  re^tions  in  tJie 
mind  of  the  king  himself.  When  he  sees 
how  be  is  supported  by  the  people  against 
the  faction  that  sought  to  enthral  him,  he 
will  perceive  how  much  safer  and  more 
secure,  as  well  as  more  honoumble  and 
rlorious,  it  is  for  a  kin^  of  England  to 
have  his  power  founded  in  the  hearts  of 
his  people,  rather  than  have  its  basis 
comixMed  of  factious  ambition  Qoud  cheers, 
and  cries  of  *^  Order  **].  I  cannot  refrain 
from  noticing  some  phrases  which  are 
reported  to  have  come  out  of  the  moutbs 
of  those  who  have  latelj  done  the  public 
the  very  great  favour  to  resign  their  offices 
[a  laugh  J.  These  phrases  are  so  singular 
and  eitraordinary,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  pass  them  by  wholly  without  comment. 
Tlie  parties  to  whom  I  allude  have  found 
out,  that  that  portion  of  the  press,  which 
is  mfluenced  by  the  administration  of  the 
day,  is  a  foul  and  calumniotis  press 
{hear,  hear  t\.  It  is  now  heaping  abuse  on 
them  whom  itiong  basely  flattered.  But 
while  it  only  operated  against  their  oppo- 
nents, not  a  word  of  complaint  was  ever 
beard  to  pass  their  lips.  As  to  the  right 
bon.  eentleman  who  nas,  on  this  occasion, 
tboujpbt  it  necessary  to  secede  from  the 
BdministrBtion,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  his 
language  has  been,  on  all  occasions,  dis- 
tinguished b^  a  candour  and  a  sincerity 
"which  leaves  himfipee  from  all  reproach  upon 
Ihis  sulnect— «t  candour  and  a  manliness, 
which  those  who  call  themselves  of  the 
eame  paity  have,  happily,  I  would  say, 
for  the  country,  not  had  die  discretion — 
I  might  almost  add  the  decency  —  to 
imitate.  But  what,  I  might  ask,  can  satisfy 
'the  malice  of  disappointed   aiid>itson? 


What  language  can  exnress  the  fedings, 
the  fury,  w  narrow-minaed  bigotry,  or  of 
the  virulence  of  foction?  For  I  would 
say,  without  fear  of  contradiction  from 
any  member  upon  either  side,  that,  during 
the  whole  of  ^e  time  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  there  never 
has  existed  a  more  factious  Opposition 
than  d&at  which  we  now  see  arrayed  against 
the  government  [Mr.  Peel  was  here  ob« 
serv^  to  laugh]  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man laughs,  and  thinks,  I  dare  say,  that  I 
am  stating  a  most  monstrous  proposition, 
and  thinks,  perhaps,  that  he  coiud  statn 
some  things  which  would  prove  those  who 
formerly  occupied  that  station  to  be 
entitled  to  an  appellation  of  quite  as 
much  discredit.  I  challenge  him,  however, 
to  show  a  single  act  of  that  Opposition 
which  was  not,  as  far  as  related  to  the  late 
government,  in  this  House,  perfectly  dis- 
interested. I  defy  him  to  snow  that  any 
party  in  this  House  ever  acted  upon  prin- 
ciples more  purely  disinterested  towards 
any  government,  than  those  who  lately 
occupied  that  situation.  That  Opposi^n 
supported  the  government  in  its  attempt  to 
introduce  Jkhose  liberal  principles  of  policy 
throughout,  for  whichit  has  received  somuch 
credit  in  the  country.  It  upheld  it  with 
that  House  and  with  the  country,  when  it 
was  in  danger  of  being  dragged  back  in 
its  course,  by  that  weight  from  whidi  it  is 
now  iiappily  (reed,  and  prevented  it  from 
standmg  ill  with  the  country,  from  its 
being  connected  with  those  who  were  hostile 
to  the  progress  of  all  national  improvement, 
and  whose  separatk>n  from  that  govern- 
ment, I  may  say,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, has,  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of 
diis  country,  and  of  lreland,freed  it  from  a 
weigfat'which  retarded  its  advance,  which 
pressed  down  its  energies,  and  frustrated 
Its  bMt  endeavours  for  the  advantage  of 
mankind  [cheera].  My  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Canning)  has  been  accused,  among 
other  things,  of  an  overweening  ambition. 
That  accusation,  even  if  true,  is  not  of 
any  account  at  aU ;  but  he  has  been  accused 
also  of  having  abused  the  rights  and  the 
privileges  which  his  high  situation  afibrded 
nim,  of  injuring  the  reputation  of  hia 
colleagues,  and  of  fortively  and  basely 
pouring  a  'Meprous  distilment*^  into  iM 
ears  of  the  king.  No  man,  however,  of 
common  candour  or  common  honesty,  who 
had  listened  to  the  plain  and  manly  state* 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  could 
^ve  crodit  to  wich  an  accusatkm.    If  to 
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fulfil  die  alightest  wishes  of  his  sovereign  i 
with  respect  to  the  construction  of  his 
government,  to  give  immediate  obedience 
to  his  commands,  and  to  offer  his  honest 
advice  with  regard  to  the  course  which 
prudence  required  him  to  adopt,  be  to  be- 
tray the  interest  of  his  colleagues,  ^hen  the 
accusation  may  be  true ;  but  I  can  hardly 
think  there  are  many  men  in  this  House  who 
consider  the  application  of  such  an  expres- 
sion to  the  rignt  hon.  gentleman's  conduct 
on  this  occasion  to  be  in  the  slightest  degree 
justifiable.  [Mr.  Peel  here  observed,  that 
he  had  used  no  such  language,  nor  made 
any  such  observation.]  I  am  not  now  al- 
luding to  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  I 
did  not  say  that  he  had  done  so ;  but  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  always  seems  to 
think  that  he  only  is  spoken  of— that  he 
only  is  the  person  against  whom  the  obser- 
vations upon  these  transactions  can  be 
addressed.  The  right  hon.  gentleman, 
with  all  the  modesty  of  his  character,  did 
not,  when  he  had  occasion  to  address  his 
statement  to  the  House,  forget  to  mention 
his  services.  But  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man ought  to  recollect,  Uiat  there  may  be 
something  else  worth  noticing ;  and  he 
ought  to  feel,  that  when  I  speak  of  such 
things  as  these,  I  cannot  allude  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  but  to  the  squad 
[cheers].  If  some  individuals  make  charges 
utterly  unfair,  and  grossly  false  and  un- 
founded, I  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to 
them,  without  being  supposed  to  reflect 
upon  him;  while  I  say,  at  the  same  time, 
that  those  charges,  and  the  violence  and 
acerbity  of  feeling  they  display,  afford  the 
highest  gratification  to  me,  as  displaying 
a  strong  confirmation  of  the  propriety  of 
their  exclusion,  and  of  the  justice  of  those 
measures  which  have  been  adopted.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  has  asked,  however, 
upon  what  principles  the  government  now 
means  to  proceed  upon  certain  questions 
of  policy  ?  Among  others,  he  has  men- 
tioned the  state  of  Uie  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  ?  Does  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
then,  not  know  that  principle?  Is  there 
no  principle  resolved  upon  with  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  is  acquainted  ?  And 
if,  then,  there  is  no  principle,  why  did  he 
quit  office  ?  If  there  was  no  principle  to 
be  aciopted  upon  Catholic  emancipation, 
why  did  he,  upon  the  ground  of  that  ques- 
ti(^,  desert  tne  king?  The  right  hon. 
gentleman,  in  that  case,  is  embarked  in 
the  same  boat  with  me.  He  is  equally 
with  me  engaged  to  support  the  govern- 
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ment ;  or  if  not,  his  question  is  a  two- 
edged  sword  which  wounds  only  himself, 
or,  at  least,  the  sharp  edge  is  applied  to 
him — ^the  blunt  can  only  be  turned  upon. 
me.  He  has  not  been  justified  in  aban- 
doning his  colleagues  in  office,  and  with- 
drawing his  support  from  the  government, 
if  I  am  not  justified,  under  the  circum- 
stances, of  affording  that  government  all 
the  support  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  be- 
stow [hear,  hear!]. — There  is  another 
point  connected  with  the  question  of  Ca- 
tholic emancipation,  to  which  I  wish  to 
advert.  It  is  not  by  the  exertion  of  party 
spirit,  however  powerful,  that  such  great 
measures  are  to  be  rendered  successful. 
The  emancipation  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
must  depend  upon  the  progress  o(  know- 
ledge. It  must  advance  with  the  advance 
of  mmd,  and  the  diffusion  of  better  and 
more  liberal  feelings.  These  are  the  only 
means  by  which  I  ever  thought  the  ques- 
tion could  be  supported  in  this  country ; 
and  I  may  say  now,  that  it  was  never  said 
by  me,  or  bj  any  other  gentleman  who  ad- 
vocated their  cause,  that  we  were  prepared 
to  raise  the  standard  of  rebellion  in  this 
country,  unless  we  obtained  our  object 
[hear,  heart].  We  have  worked,  as  we 
must  still  continue  to  labour,  by  argument, 
and  endeavour  to  still  the  fears  of  the 
timid,  and  obviate  the  objections  of  the 
conscientiously  hostile.  We  have  endea* 
voured  to  proceed  in  our  course  with  the 
same  caution  which  I  trust  still  to  see  dis- 
played ;  and  I  cannot  doubt,  by  a  union 
of  wisdom,  of  prudence,  and  of  tempe- 
rance, with  that  caution  which  ought  never 
to  be  abandoned,  we  shall  ultimately  tri- 
umph. Let  us  not,  however,  allow  our 
efforts  to  be  counteracted  by  the  sugges- 
tions of  our  adversaries ;  nor  suffer  our- 
selves to  be  taunted  into  a  course  of  folly 
by  those  who  know  that  precipitation 
would  be  destruction.  I  think  great  good 
has  resulted  to  the  country  from  the  seces- 
sion of  those  who  were  opposed  to  us — 
always  excepting  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
inan,  to  whose  merit  I  would  do  every  jus- 
tice. It  has  been  said,  that  a  provid^ce 
had  befallen  this  House :  I  think  that  a 
providence  has  befallen  the  country  also,  in 
the  loss  jof  part  of  the  administration. 
But  whatever  part  of  it  have  been  knocked 
out,  the  brains  of  it,  at  least,  are  safe  (a 
laugh];  and  having  preserved, the  intiu- 
lectual  part,  I  hope  it  will  work  good  to 
the  countrv,  and  promote  those  great  mea- 
sures on  wluch  the  welfare  and  happioMS 


537  Skipping  iMiresh 

of  the  people  depend.  With  respect  to 
Ireland,  I  nave  been  told  this  Tery  day, 
from  an  authority  npon  which  I  can  de- 
pend, thatthat  country  begins  already  to  feel 
the  influence  of  the  beneficial  change  in 
the  government,  and  to  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  tranquillity.  I  hear  that  the  Catholic 
Association,  so  long  considered  formidable 
to  the  government,  and  destructive  of  the 
peace  of  the  empire,  no  sooner  saw  hopes 
neld  out  to  them  of  a  fair  consideration  of 
their  claims,  and  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
justice  being  done  to  their  representations, 
than  they  seized  the 'opportunity  to  give  a 
f>roof  of  their  confidence  in  the  govern- 
ment. They  felt  that  the  reign  of  narrow- 
minded  bigotry— of  that  intolerant  oppo-< 
•ition  which  would,  from  the  most  inde- 
fensible feeling,  shut  out  the  dawn  of  hope 
— was  at  an  end.  They  felt  that  the  lignt 
of  hope  was  breaking  in  upon  the  darkness 
of  their  political  degradation,  and  that  they 
must  participate  in  common  with  their  fel- 
low-subjects in  measures  of  general  im- 
provement. The  right  hon.  gentleman 
lias  taken  his  stand  upon  a  spot  from 
which  he  cannot  recede.  But  the  mind 
of  England  is  not  chained  to  any  party- 
prejudice  ;  it  is  not,  as  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  his  coadjutors  have  declared 
they  must  be,  stationary.  It  is  open  to 
argument ;  it  is  free  to  conviction  ;  and  it 
knows  how  to  appreciate  the  effects^  of 
those  enlightenea  principles  of  policy 
which  I  have  always  advocated,  and  am 
now  here  to  support  and  to  defend.  And, 
however  satisfactory  the  reasons  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  may  be  to  himself, 
and  to  those  who  participate  in  his  preju- 
dices, they  will  not  be  equally  satisfactory 
to  the  country.  Convinced  that  the  time 
must  come  when  the  force  of  argument 
must  be  felt,  and  satisfied  that  we  cannot 
go  back,  although  I  would  not  now  shrink 
from  advocating  the  cause  to  which  I  have 
pledged  myself,  and  declaring  my  con- 
tinued conviction  of  the  propriety  of  con- 
cession, to  the  fullest  extent  I  have  ever 
maintained  it;  yet,  convinced,  I  repeat, 
that  there  is  no  standing  still — ^that  the 
intellect  of  the  English  people  must  go 
onward — that  it  cannot  go  back — I  feel 
satisfied  to  trust  to  iu  effect,  for  the  ulti- 
mate accomplishment  of  that  object  which 
I  have  ever  most  earnestly  desired  [cheers]. 
Sir  Edward  Knatchbull  complained  of 
the  language  which  had  been  used  to  the 
rigbt  hon.  gentleman  and  his  friends,  as 
wboUy  unjustifiable,  either  from  their  con- 
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duct  or  expressions.  Nothing  was,  in 
opinion,  more  natural,  nothing  more  rea- 
sonable, than  that  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  late  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, should  feel  anxious  to  know  upon 
what  principles  the  government  was  in 
future  tfibe  conducted,  and  who  were  die 
men  to  whom  the  realizing  of  those  princi- 
ples was  to  be  intrusted.  He  did  not  deny 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  pos- 
sessed great  talent,  and  great  eloquence ; 
but  he  recollected  very  well,  that  a  right 
hon.  member(Mr.  Tiemey),  now  sitting  on  a 
different  side  of  the  House,  declared  but  a 
very  few  weeks  ago,  when  seeking  to  know 
the  steps  taken  in  the  formation  of  this 
very  administration,  that^  although  he  had 
heard  a  great  deal  about  measures,  and 
not  men,  he  had  always  considered!  the 
expression  as  not  very  alien  from  nonsense* 
Now,  that  was  precisely  what  his  right 
hon.  friend  desired  to  know.  He  wished 
the  riffht  hon.  gentleman  to  say,  who 
were  the  men  who  were  to  propose  and 
carry  into  effisct  the  measures.  That  was 
what  he  wished  to  know  himself ;  not  from 
any  object  of  ociose  curiosity,  but  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents  and  the 
country.  After  some  high  compliments  to 
the  manliness  of  character,  and  distinct- 
ness of  expression  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Peel),  ^and  an  expression  of 
his  deep  regret  that  he  did  not  form  a 
part  of  the  government,  the  hon.  baronet 
observed,  that  no  man  was  fit  to  preside 
over  a  divided  cabinet,  but  a  man  of  the 
high  character,  profound  judgment,  and 
exalted  rank  of  lord  Liverpool.  It  had 
been  his  fate  to  differ  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  now  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment upon  a  very  vital  question.  If  that 
question  had  been  carried  in  that  House, 
he,  for  one,  protesting  against  its  princi- 
ples, and  deploring  the  consequences 
likely  to  result  to  the  country,  would  have 
felt  It  to  be  his  duty  to  bow  with  submission 
to  the  decrees  of  parliament ;  but,  as  the 
opinion  of  the  House  had  been  most  de- 
cidedly expressed  against  the  entertaining 
such  a  proposition,  he  felt  it  more  impera- 
tive npon  him  to  require  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  some  intimation  of  the 
nature  of  the  principles  upon  which  the 
government  was  in  future  to  proceed.  Then 
came  the  question  of  what  confidence  was 
to  be  reposed  in  a  minister?  E^9%ry 
thing,  it  was  known,  in  this  country, 
turned  upon  confidence;  and  it  was 
thereftire  a  matter  of  the  last  importance, 
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tkAt  Che  penon  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
gOTemment  ■hould  openly  avow  the  prin^^ 
ciplee  upon  which  he  intended  to  proceed. 
-*-Ilie  hon»  baronet  then  animadverted 
with  Bome  etvertty  upon  the  topics  ad* 
vanced  by  the  hon.  baronet,  the  member 
&r  Westminster,  and  declared  diat  it  was 
altogether  tmposaible  for  him»  or  any  other 
pemon  who  had  been  m  the  habit  of  sup* 
porting  his  majesty's  govemtaent,  to  con« 
tinuehis  confidence  to  an  administration 
formed  of  such  a  strange  miaeture  of  ele- 
ments. Could  any  thing  be  so  irrecon* 
cilable  with  all  the  notions  entertained  of 
an  efficient  eovemmenty  as  the  fact,  that 
when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  asked 
to  explain  the  principles  of  his  govern^ 
ment,  that  explanation  came,  not  ftomthe 
minister  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
but  from  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
the  member  for  Winchelsea.  It  had  been 
said,  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
would  be  able  to  give  a  more  active,  libe- 
ral, and  efficient  support  to  the  govern- 
ment by  not  taking  office.  That  his  sup* 
port  was  efficient,  every  one  who  knew  his 
great  abilities  must  allow,  and  that  it  was 
liberal  as  yet,  he  was  prepared  to  admit ; 
but  he  preferred  knowmg  the  exact  con* 
dition  in  which  that  hon.  and  learned  gen* 
tleman  and  his  friends  were  placed;  for, 
so  long  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ab- 
stained from  entering  into  an  explanation 
of  the  principles  upon  which  he  was  to 
conduct  his  administration— 40  long  as  he 
avoided  naming  clearly  the  persons  of 
whom  it  was  composed***80  ]ong  must  the 
confidence  of  the  House  and  of  the  coun- 
try be  withheld.  [The  hon.  baronet  was 
vehementiy  cheered  by  Mr.  Peel  and 
others,  during  the  whole  of  these  observa* 
tions.] 

Mr.  Canning  said : — I  hope  the  House 
will  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  the  very  didactic  speech  of  the  hon. 
baronet  who  has  just  ntvoured  the  House 
with  his  opinions,  and  in  explanation  of 
my  observation  unon  a  former  occasion. 
The  speech  of  the  hon.  baronet  refers 
principally  to  the  reception  which  I  have 
given  to  a  question  addressed  to  me  in 
the  commencement  of  this  debate.  I  do 
not  object  to  that  question  itself,  upon 
any  considerations  connected  with  ita  ob» 
ject ;  but  I  must  take  leave  to  say,  that 
1  have  never  known,  in  the  whole  of  my 
parliamentary  experience,  those  rules 
which  courtesy  permits,  and  which  oon- 
VAKaea  has  sanctkMied,  to  baia  been 
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▼tolated  to  so  great  a  degree  by  any  meni'^ 
ber  of  this  House  fcbAers].    Upon  the 
understaading  that  the  answer  is  to  be  a 
mere  matter  of  courtesy,  it  sometimes  does 
happen,  that  a  member,  without  any  ptie* 
Tious  notice,   asks  leave  to  put  a  brief 
question  to  the  minister,  upon  a  sulgect 
of  pressing  importance.     Such  I  have, 
speaking  from  my  own  iwxdlcotioa  and 
experience,  always  understood  to  be  the 
course;  bat  I  never,   I  repeat,  recollect 
any  instance  of  a  question  witiiout  notice 
being  accompanied  by  a  speech  such  as 
we  have  this  n^t  *heard  from  the  hon« 
member  opposite.    This  was  my  impfBs*> 
sion,  and  I  have  since  consulted  otfaow^ 
who  declare  it  to  be  eoriect    That  any 
hon.  member,  tinder  the  prsttnce  of  ask* 
ing  a  question,  should  sens  theoppoita«> 
nity  of  Introducing  a  motion,  and  tliat 
motion  too  thrust  forward  in  the  middle 
of  another  motion  of  great  and  almost 
paramount  importance,  me  bastness  of  the 
evening,  and  the  discussion  uponwhiek 
the  House  was  most  anxiously  awaiting, 
is,  I  repeat,  a  circumstance  altogether  nn«> 

?recedented  in  the  annals  of  pariiament; 
'0  that  question  thus  put  to  me,  and 
under  these  cireumstaaees,  I  applied  my 
observation,  when  I  said,  that  the  attempt 
was  only  calculated  to  excite  disgust.. 
There  is  a  consequence,  too,  resi&n^ 
firom  it,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  does 
not  foresee ;  and  that  is,  that  no  minister^ 
if  such  a  course  is  pursued,  will  feel  him*- 
self  bound  to  answer  such  questions  stall. 
The  hon.  member  made  it  a  matter  of 
complaint  against  me,  and  as  a  reason  for 
his  conduct,  that  I  was  not  in  my  place 
at  the  time  he  expected,  and  when  be 
wished  his  question  to  be  answered^  Buty 
did  not  the  hon.  gentlemaa  recollect  it 
was  usual,  in  such  eases,  to  have  ^le 
courtesy  to  give  some  notice  of  a  member's 
intention?  If  he  had  given  me tiie slightest 
mtimation  that  he  intended  to  put  any 
question  to  me,  it  certainly  should  have 
brought  me  down  instantly  to  give  a  m^ 
ply ;  but,  even  tiien  I  might  have  Mt  net 
a  little  surprised  at  the  course  pursued  fay 
the  hon.  member^— a  courre  so  absaid  and 
so  inconvenient,  that  any  one  must  see  it 
could  not  for  a  moment  be  lolenAed.  f 
rejoioe.  Sir,  however,  that  tiie  standaid  of 
opposition  is  at  length  raised  in  this  House, 
ouch  an  act  is  to  me  w<Nrth  a*  thousand 
professions  of  qualified  neutrality,  bi 
whatever  mind  the  felmg  of*  hostility 
luiksy  let  it  coBse  boldly  foitt,  and  boMLy 


641  ^H'^^Pf^V  ^^^f^* 

will  I  meat  it  [dnen].  At  ihtm  ham 
been  DM  or  two  questions  asked  me,  I 
trast  the  House  will  extend  its  indnlgenoe 
to  me,  while  I  briefly  entwer  them.  I  am 
asked,  what  I  mean  to  do  on  the  subject 
of  pailiamentaiy  reform?  Why,  I  say  to 
oppose  it — to  oppose  it  to  the  end  of  my 
file  in  this  House,  under  whattver  shape 
it  may  appear  [cheem].  I  am  asked,  what 
I  btend  to  do  on  the  subject  of  the  Teat 
net,  I  say,  to  oppose  it  [cheon]*  It  haa 
80  happensd,  tlmt  the  Tsst  act  is  one  of 
the  sut^ecta  upon  which  it  has  neter  yet 
been'my  lot  to  prononnce  an  opinion  in 
this  House.  Bat  yet  I  hate  an  opinion 
upon  it,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  dedare 
it  Ithmk  that  the  exertions  of  the  legis- 
lature ought  to  be  directed  to  the  redress 
of  nrsctiod  and  not  tbeorstical  erierances ; 
anu  that  inasmuch  as  any  meddling  with 
the  Test  act  might  go  to  prqudice  that 
psat  question,  the  aoceess  of  which  I 
ha? e  moat  truly  at  heart,  therefore  I  will 
oppose  it  [cheen]*  I  hope  I  have  spoken 
out.  I  hope  I  have  maoe  myself  dearly 
understood.  As  to  the  charge  brought 
against  us  by  the  hon.  baronet  who  spoke 
last,  that  the  govemment,  when  called 
upon  to  give  an  answer  upon  the  subject 
of  its  composition  and  its  policy,  left  die 
answer  to  those  who  had  no  apparent  in* 
terest  in  or  connection  with  the  question. 
I  deny  the  charge.  I  say,  without  hasi- 
tation,  that  the  accusation  is  untrue.  The 
whole  of  the  qieech  was  addressed,  notto 
the  government,  but  to  those  members 
who  supported  the  government,  and  they 
have  assigned  their  reasons  through  the 
moutha  of  the  hoik  members  for  Win- 
Chelsea  and  Westminster.  I  never  will 
shrink  from  explanation  or  defence,  either 
to  the  hostility  of  the  open  and  manly  foe, 
or  to  the  not  less  dangerous  insinuations 
of  the  disavowed  opponent  [kmd  cheers]]. 
8ir  £.  KnaieMmUf  in  explanation,  said, 
he  thought  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman,  be- 
fore he  asserted  die  accusation  to  be  nn* 
true»  might  as  well  have  examined  whether 
any  such  aoevation  had  been  made.  What 
he  had  said  was,  that  government,  vdien 
called  upon  to  explam,  cud  not  give  any  ev* 
planation.  But  he  never  saU,  that  the 
nght  hon.  gentleman  had  referred  his  ex* 
plaoatfon  to  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Winohelsea,  or  to  any  odier  hon. 
member;  for  he  did  not  bebeve  that  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  condescend 
to  leave  to  anyone  to  do  that  for  him 
iriiich  he  was  so  capable  of  doing  himself. 
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Mr.  Cmmmgc^TkA  hon.  baionet*s  ex« 
planation  makes  the  case  worse  than  it 
was.  He  mistakes^  or  seema  to  mistaka 
me,  when  he  supposes  that  I  waa  denying 
that  I  had  not  answered  the  qtiestio» 
when  called  upon.  My  defence  begina 
earlier.  1  say  not,  that  I  did  not  answer, 
but  that  I  was  not  called  upon ;  and  I 
appeal  to  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Peel), 
whether  his  observations  were  not  addresa* 
ed  to  those  memben  who  supported  go- 
vernment, and  not  to  the  government 
itself.  The  propoution  is,  therefore,  ad 
imndiaM  in  the  highest  degree  [cries  of 
''  No,  no"].  I  say  it  is.  The  charge  ia 
this,  and  die  hon.  baronet  has  repeatftl  it; 
he  says,  government  vrere  cailea  upon  for 
explanation.  Fiert,  he  says  I  dedmed  to 
make  any  answer ;  and  by  his  second  in* 
dictment,  he  charges,  not  that  I  refosed  to 
answer,  but  let  others  take  it  out  of  my 
mouth.  But  I  deny  the  charge  altogether. 
I  again  appeal  to  my  right  hon.  friend, 
whether  tne  whole  of  his  speech  was  not 
directed  against  those  who  supported  go-* 
veniment,  and  to  that  roeech  ne  had  re« 
ceived  an  answer  frran  tnose  gendemcn. 
Another  and  a  condusive  reason  which  I 
have  for  thinking  it  was  so,  is  this ;  that 
from  the  knowledge  which  1  have  of  my 
right  hon.  friend's  conduct,  I  am  sure  he 
(whatover  othere  may  do)  has  too  much 
conrtssy  and  justfee  to  make  a  charge 
which  be  knows  I  am,  by  the  rules  of  the 
Hqnse,  precluded  from  answering,  as  I 
had  spoken  before.  I  have  no  limitation 
m  saying,  diat  there  has  been  nothing  like 
vrilftti  misreprssentation  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  baronet.  Whatever  mistake  he  may 
have  been  betreyed  into  is  referable, 
solely,  no  doubt,  to  the  heat  of  debate ; 
and,  as  to  any  personal  feeling,  which  he 
may  have  attributed  to  me,  I  can  assure 
him,  that  I  bear  anger  on  these  occasions, 
''  as  the  flint  bears  fire.'' 

Mr.  Pe$l  bore  testimony  to  the  cor« 
rsctoesa  with  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  stated  the  effect  of  hie  allusions. 
While,  however,  he  aoknowledged  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  set  his  hon. 
friend  right  in  this  respect,  he  must  con« 
tond,  that  he  had  a  foir  right  to  ask  those 
who  had  aocepted  office,  under  the  new 

B>veniineat,  why  they  had  so  taken  office  f 
e  tkouffht,  however,  that,  throughout  his 
£ech,  he  had  most  particulariy  implied, 
t  he  waa  satisfied  his  right  hon.  friead 
btended  to  adhere  to  his  pfinctples ;  and, 
acting  upon  hia  own  viewa  of  the  mtereata 
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of  the  efltftblished  churchy  he  ttill  consi- 
dered, that  he  was  justified  in  demanding 
of  those  who  had  taken  office,  on  what 
principles  they  had  joined  his  right  hon. 
friend  ?  In  conclusion,  he  could  not  help 
saying,  that  he  looked  upon  the  animad- 
Tersions  of  the  hon.  baronet,  the  member 
for  Westminster,  as  totally  uncalled  for. 

Lord.  John  Russell  S9id,  he  had  felt  con- 
siderable surprise  at  the  irregularity  which 
the  late  right  hon.  Home  Secretary  had 
committed,  in  at  first  saying,  that  he  was 
about  to  speak  on  the  propriety  of  the 
House  proceeding  with  the  motion  of  the 
gallant  general,  and  then  going  into  certain 
charges,  at  great  length,  against  those  who 
had  acceptid  office  under  the  new  govern- 
ment, and  giving  his  own  reasons  for  re- 
fusing to  do  so.  Now,  as  he  did  not  mean 
to  accept  office  himself  under  it,  he  might, 
peihaps,  the  more  readily  be  allowed  to 
make  a  few  observations  on  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  had  said, 
among  other  things,  that  he  supposed,  if 
there  was  any  principle  of  union  which 
bound  together  the  parties  comprising  the 
present  administration,  it  was  the  wish  that 
there  should  be  some  change  effected  in 
the  constitution  of  parliament.  He  was 
astonished  at  this  remark  ;  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  might  have  remembered 
to  have  heard  the  right  hon.  member  for 
Knaresborough,  (Mr.  Tiemey)  but  a  very 
few  sessions  ago,  declare  his  conviction, 
and  from  the  opposition  side  of  the  Hoiye, 
that  p$urliamentary  reform  never  could  be 
a  party  question  in  this  country.  It  might 
be  allowed  him  also  to  state  a  fact,  which 
he  had,  perhaps,  better  reason  to  be  in- 
formed of  than  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
and  that  corroborated  this  view  of  the  case. 
He  himself,  some  few  years  since,  had  ex- 
pressed his  wish,  that  the  whole  of  the 
party  with  which  he  usually  voted  should 
unite  to  promote  the  cause  of  parliamentary 
reform;  but  it  then  appeared,  not  only 
that  most  of  the  leaders  of  that  party  were 
desirous  that  it  should  not  be  made  a  party 
question,  but  that  the  Whig  party,  if  they 
should  come  in  as  a  party,  would  be  op- 
p06e4  to  it,  pr  to  any  other  measure  hav- 
mg  parliamentary  reform  for  its  object. 
This  fact  he  mentioned,  to  shew  that  it 
could  not  be  justly  imputed  as  a  crime  to 
any  person,  with  whom  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  voting,  to  have  taken  office  on  the 
present  occasion,  without  havine  stipulated 
that  parliamentary  reform  should  be  made 
a  party  question.     But,  perhaps,  the  right 
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hon.  gentleman  expected  that  he  (Lord  J« 
Russdl)  should  introduce  that  question 
again  to  the  House.  It  happened  unforta^ 
nately,  however,  that  the  very  last  time  lie 
had  mentioned  the  question,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  session,  he  had  declared  that  that 
would  be  the  last  occasion  of  his  doing  ao. 
And  why  had  he  made  that  declaraUon  T 
Because  he  had  found  a  great  lukewann- 
ness  on  the  subject  throughout  the  coun- 
try. And  that  growing  lukewarmness  he 
believed  to  be  attributable  to  the  improve* 
ment  which  had  taken  place  in  the  man* 
ner  of  conducting  the  government  Whe- 
ther the  people  of  this  kingdom  were  riglit 
or  wrong  in  allowing  themselves  to  become 
indifferent  upon  such  a  cause,  it  was  not 
now  for  him  to  examine ;  but  he  did  be- 
lieve, that  as  long  as  they  saw  the  general 
affairs  of  die  country  well  conducted,  and 
actuated  by  a  sTpmi  of  improvement,  they 
would  not  look  too  narrowly  into  the  con- 
stitution of  that  House  of  parliament.  At 
all  events,  such  lukewarmness  did  at  present 
prevail;  and  he  had,  therefore,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  up  the  course  he  had  pursued 
formerly,  of  annually  bringing  this  topic 
under  the  consideration  of  Parliament. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  would  give  him 
leave  to  say,  on  the  other  hand,  that  if 
anv  one  thing  more  than  another  could  be 
calculated  to  produce  parliamentary  refonn, 
in  a  few  years,  it  would  be  the  placing  the 
hon.  |;entleman  who  commenced  this  de- 
bate m  one  of  the  highest  situations  of 
the  government;  for,  in  that  case,  and  un- 
der such  political  principles,  Irelfloid  would 
be  so  afflicted  with  contending  factions, 
and  all  their  trains  of  insurrections  and 
political  misery,  that  her  dreadful  state 
would  furnish  an  irresistible  argument  for 
the  necessity  of  parliamentary  reform.  He 
too  sincerely  loved  his  country  to  dettie 
to  see  parliamentary  reform  effected  at 
such  a  price.  Then,  again,  as  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  near  him  (Mr.  Can- 
ning), after  seeing  him  for  so  many  years 
back«i  by  those  who  had  now  deserted  him, 
and  his  progress  fettered  and  his  powers 
dogged,  on  too  many  occasionB,  by  the 
views  of  some  among  those  with  whom  ha 
had  co-operated,  he  was,  also,  too  happy 
to  find  that  right  hon.  gentleman  no  lonffer 
so  restrained,  but  at  the  head  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  to  wish  to  moot  agabst 
him  the  necessity  of  parliamentary  r^orm^ 
under  circumstances  like  the  present. 

Mr.  G.  Dawson^  in  reply,  began  by  de- 
claring that  he  should  not  divide*  the 
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House  upon  his  motrbn.  But  he  mast 
observe,  thtit  a  question  having  been  by 
him  addressed  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  that  right  non.  gentleman 
bad  got  up,  and  in  a  manner  very  unconr- 
tsons — and,  as  he  thought,  very  unparlia- 
mentary— had  answered  him.  Of  the  con- 
ciseness of  that  answer,  he  had  nothing  to 
complain ;  but  undoubtedly  it  would  have 
been  much  more  satisfactory  to  the  country 
at  large,  had  the  right  hon.  gentleman  con- 
descended to  reply  more  fufiy.  Upon  the 
points  to  which  his  question  referred,  he 
had  thought  he  was  justified,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  and  in  the  discharge  of 
ins  duty,  in  seeking  for  information.  Har- 
vfttg  obtained  that  mformation  substantial- 
ly he  flhould  not  dfride  the  House  on  his 
motion  [cries  of  *'  divide**] .  No,  he  would 
not  divide,  but  other  hon.  gentlemen,  who 
dtorited  to  do  so,  might.  Before  he  sat 
d6#n,  he  must  takejjthe  liberty  of  observing, 
that  the  Rouse  had  little  reason  to  con- 
gratulate itself  upon  the  mode  in  which 
One  of  its  members,  who  had  so  risen  in 
his  place  for  the  purpose  of  propounding 
ft  question  had  been  treated.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  ought  to  recollect,  that  for 
five  vears  he  had  served  with  him,  and 
votea  with  him  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House;  that,  for  five  years,  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  never  met  with  an  uncour- 
teousexpressionfVomhim;  that  he  had  never 
refused  to  that  right  hon.  gentleman  the 
tribute  of  admiration  so  justly  due  to  his 
extraordinary  talents.  All  thisthe  right  hon. 
gentleman  should  have  recollected  before 
he  adopted  the  sort  of  manner  he  had  that 
evening  assumed  in  answering  his  question. 
In  introducing  the  present  motion,  he  had 
carefdly  abstained  from  all  allusions,  ex- 
cept to  state  his  opinion  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  non.  gentleman  had  at- 
tained to  his  present  distinguished  station. 
He  must,  however,  take  leave  to  say,  that 
had  he  thought  proper  to  go  into  all  the 
details  which  had  been  elsewhere  alluded 
to,  he  might  have  recollected  some  pas- 
sages VOL  Uie  past  life  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  which  would  justify,  in  his  own 
mind,  some  suspicions  of  that  right  hon. 
gentleman,  as  a  political  character — some 
suspicions  touching  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  got  hn  present  office.  But  he 
had  done  no  such  thing ;  he  had  carefolly 
abstained  from  every  sudi  allusion  After 
what  had  passed,  however,  he  must  observe, 
ttat  if  .that  right  hon.  gendeman  looked 
back  upon  his  experiences  in  past  days,  Us 


reflections  on  what  had  taken  place  ih 
those  days  could  be  of  no  gratifying  de- 
scription. The  right  hon.  gentieman  had 
thought  proper  to  say,  that  his  motion  had 
been  received  with  disgust  by  the  House, 
Now,  the  proposition  had  not  been  receiv- 
ed with  disgust  by  the  House.  That  such 
a  feeling  had  been  excited  in  the  House, 
he  unequivocally  denied  ;  although  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  certainly  en- 
deavoured to  treat  it  with  disdain,  as  far  as 
he  was  personally  concerned.  Whatever 
imputations  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
might,  however,  have  thought  proper  to 
indulge  in,  he  trusted  that  his  character, 
both  as  a  member  of  Parliament  and  as  a 
former  member  of  his  majesty's  government, 
was  sufficient  to  repel  them ;  and  he  did 
so  now  in  the  same  terms,  and  with  the 
same  disdain,  that  the  right  hon.  gentie- 
man had  himself  evinced. 

Sir  O.  TTarrender  expressed  his  surprise 
at  such  a  discussion  having  arisen  out  of 
a  question,  and  a  reply,  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  seemed,  how- 
ever, to  think  of  so  stinging  a  charac- 
ter. At  first,  he  had  expected  that  there, 
would  be  a  degree  of  neutrality,  as  be- 
tween the  contending  parties,  in  respect 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  question :  ana  he 
was  the  more  sorry  that  that  neutrality 
had  not  been  observed,  because  he  could 
feelingly  declare,  that  the  absence  of  it 
had  very  nearly  lost  him  his  election.  On 
the  present  occasion,  he  must  say,  that  as 
fair  and  honest  a  factious  course  had  been 
pursued  by  the  gentiemen  oppoa/ed  to  the 
government,  as  it  had  ever  been  his  fortune 
to  witness.  The  right  hon.  s;entieman,  late 
the  Home  Secretary — for  whom  he  had  the 
highest  respect — in  the  first  place,  had 
deprecated  the  going  into  a  discussion, 
wmch  would  prevent  the  House  from  fully 
entering  into  the  motion  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  general,  and  then  went  on,  to  his 
great  surprise,  into  almost  every  irrelevant 
topic  which  could  be  suggested.  Seriously, 
he  must  thank  the  gentiemen  who  had  taken 
so  active  a  part  in  fomenting  this  discus- 
sion :  because  it  enabled  him  to  perceive 
what  was  the  course  of  opposition  which 
they  were  attempting  to  pursue  in  regard 
to  the  right  hon.  gentieman.  To  that 
right  hon.  gentleman,  he,  for  one,  should 
tender — a  most  inefficient  it  might.  be» 
but  certainly  a  most  cordial  and  .aealous, 
support.  He  was  afraid  he  had  been  but 
.  an  idle  member  of  parliament ;  but  he  had 
had  experience  enough,  as  a  member,  to 
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appreciate  the  very  unfair  sort  of  attempt 
which  was  making,  to  surround  the  posi- 
tion of  that  right  hon.  gentleman  witn  all 
sorts  of  difficulties,  bv  agitating  the  Ca- 
tholic question.  To  that  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  the  government  connected 
with  him,  he  should  give  his  most  zealous 
aid. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Shipping  Interest.]  General  Gas- 
coyne  then  ol^served,  that  if  he  were  now 
to  bring  forward  his  motion,  the  House 
might  divide  upon  it;  and  he  therefore 
thought  it  would  be  adviseable  not  to 
carry  it  further  at  present.  He  appealed 
to  his  right  hon.  colleague  to  say  whether 
or  no  the  question  should  not  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  give  a  decided  answer  to  his 
gallant  friend,  as  to  whether  his  motion 
should  be  prised  at  present,  or  deferred 
to  a  future  opportunity.  The  judgment 
of  his  gallant  friend  must  decide  the  ques- 
tion. This  much,  however,  he  would 
offer  his  gallant  friend  by  way  of  advice : 
If  he  considered  the  present  occasion  a 
fit  opportunity  for  pressmg  the  question  to 
a  division,  there  was  no  reason  why  he 
should  not  do  so. 

Mr.  Heathcote  hoped  that  further  time 
would  be  allowed  before  the  discussion  of 
this  important  (question  would  again  be 
argued.  One  thing  was  certain ;  namely, 
that  whQe  the  question  relative  to  the 
formation  of  his  majesty's  government  was 
open  to  the  observations  of  hon.  members, 
neither  this  question,  nor  any  other  un- 
connected with  tne  one  at  issue,  would 
have  the  least  chance  of  being  fairly  and 
dispassionately  handled.  Suppose  the 
question  were  fixed  for  to-morrow,  might 
not  the  member  for  Deny  again  come 
down,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  discussion 
bring  forward  some  motion  similar  to  that 
with  which  he  had  favoured  the  House 
to-night  ?  There  never  was  a  time  when 
the  spirit  of  party  was  so  high  as  at  pre- 
sent; and  he  might  truly  add,^tibere  never 
was  a  question  brought  before  the  House 
which  required  more  temperance  and  less 
of  party  feeling  than  that  which  the  hon. 
ana  gallant  general  proposed  to  bring  for- 
ward. .  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded, 
by  moving,  that  this  questicm  be  now 
adjourned. 

The  motion  was  postponed  till  Monday. 


New  AimumtraUon, 

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Friday^  May  4. 

New  Administration.]    The  Earl  of 
WinchUua  said,  he  would  lake  that  oppor* 
tunity  of  asking,  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  any  noble  bids  opposite,  some  of 
whom  had  recently  occupied  the  places 
they  held  in  that  House,  to  bring  forward 
any  motion  on  the  three  great  constitutional 
questions  which  had  been  supported  ably 
and  strenuously,  and,  he  might  add,  vrita 
fiimness  and  consistency,  by  some  noble 
lords  opposite.    The  questions  he  alluded 
to  were,  parliamentary  reform,  lUwlitioa  of 
sinecure  places,  and  the  repeal  of  the  Teat^ 
act.    If  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  any  nob|e  lord  opposite  to  bring  ibrwanl 
any  of  the  questions  during  the  present 
session,  he  should  think  it  his  duty,  under 
the  existing  state  of  affairs,  and  particnlaxly 
when  he  saw  the  most  extraordinary  coa* 
dition  of  his  majesty's  government,  com- 
posed of  two  different  parties,  one  of  which 
had  always  constitutionalW  supported  the 
questions  he  had  alluded  to,  while  the 
other  had  alwaya  opposed  them ;  to  brio^ 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament  those 
questions,  which  would  put  to  the  test  the 
principles  of  the  present  administration, 
lie  therefore  proposed,  on  the  11th  of 
June,  to  bring  forward  a  motion,  for  the 
House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
nation.    He  did  not  think  he  was  called 
upon  to  state  the  grounds  for  making  this 
motion,  further  than  what  he  had  done; 
but  he  thoueht  noble  lords  must  agree  with 
him  in  thimung,  that  either  there  was  aa 
abandonment  of  principles  on  the  part  of 
the  noble  lords  opposite,  or  that  there  was 
some  private  cause,  which  was  calculated 
to  influence  their  public  opinion,  and  pro^ 
duce  unanimity  among   them.    One  of 
these  two  positions  must  be  conceded  to 
him ;  and  ne  thought  it  necessary,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  national  and  political 
character  of  the  country,  to  bnng  the 
question  to  a  decided  issue. 

The  Marquis  of  Lnmdonderry  said,  that 
it  might  be  convenient  to  consider  directly 
what  was  the  real  state  of  die  government 
as  it  stood  at  present ;  for  there  were  re- 
ports going  abroad  that  some  of  the  officea 
of  the  new  government  were  only  pio^ 
visionally  filled  up. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  said,  that,  as 
there  was  no  motion  before  Uie  House,  the 
course  pursued  by  the  noble  marqais  waa 
quite  irregular. 
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The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  nid,  tliere  was 
a  motion  before  the  House.  That  motion 
irasy  that  the  House  be  summoned. 

llie  Marquis  of  Lomknderry  ssJd,  that 
if  he  had  been  out  of  order,  the  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack  was  there  to  correct 
him ;  but  if  it  weve  supposed  that  he  would 
be  put  down  by  any  noble  lord,  for  broadly 
stating  his  opinion  on  any  subject,  he  could 
tell  that  noble  lord,  that  he  was  addressing 
himself  to  a  man  of  very  diflferent  character 
and  spirit  from  what  ne  expected.    The 
extreme  haste  in  which  the  noble  lord 
opposite  rose  to  interrupt  him,  proved  that 
mat  he  was  about  to  say  would  not  be 
very  agreeable  for  him  to  hear.    He  was 
confident  that  he  must  fed  a  little  awk- 
ward.   He  had  heard  reports,  that  it  was 
not  certain  whether  some  of  the  noble  lords 
who  now  occupied  places  in  the  cabinet 
were  ultimately  to  retain  them.    Being  of 
that  opinion  himself,  he  should  like  for  a 
little  elucidation  upon  the  subject    He 
liad  heard  that  the  noble  lord  who  was 
-Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiurs,  and  the  right 
hon.  |;entleman  who  at  present  filled  the 
•ituatton  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Dqiartment,  were  not  permanently 
io  remain  in  those  offices ;  that  they  only 
lield  them  provisionally,  until  other  noble 
lords  might  find  it  convenient  to  launch 
into  ofltee.    Those  noble  kxds  waited^  a 
short  time  to  see  to  what  issue  the  govern* 
ment  might  come.   Was  he  to  understand, 
4iat  those  noble  lords  who  had  gone  over 
to  the  other  side  of  the  House  were  deter- 
mmed  to  retain  their  new  oflkes ;  or  dki 
they  look  upon  those  offices  as  only  pro- 
▼iskmally  held?     This  question  was  one 
of  so  much  importance,  that  it  was  highly 
necessary  to  come  to  a  right  understanding 
upon  it.    When  he  looked  at  the  building 
wnich  had   been  erects,    he  found   it 
divested  of  all  its  main  ptUars,  and  that  it 
was  composed  now  of  a  sort  of  rubbish. 
The  artincer  had  certainly  been  dexterous 
in  formmg  the  building ;  be  he  questioned 
vrith  its  durability.    CoM  he  have  found 
out  such  a  mass  of  rubbish  in  any  other 
quarter,  formed  as  it  were  by  the  two 
parties.    The  artificer  had  maide  a  dex- 
terous endeavour  to  un-Whig  a  part  of  the 
Whigs,  and  un-Tory  a  part  of  the  Tories. 
In  such  a  situation  was  the  government 
«ow   placed.     Good  Qodt   who  could 
without  pain  look  back  for  twenty  years, 
and  now  see  the  country  in  such  a  state, 
^hat  if  one  went  along  the  streets  he  heard 
efery  man  s»yhig-^'*  Gk)od  God|  what  will 


become  of  this?^  Was  the  first  loid  of 
the  Treasury  peinianently  resolved  to 
attach  himself  to  that  party,  and  those 
political  persons,  to  whom,  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  he  had  been  opposed  ?  Was 
he  disposed  to  take  them  into  his  councils  ? 
He  should  like  to  know  whether  the  ap- 

Gintments  of  the  government  were  real, 
fore  the  great  question  came  on,  to  bring 
forward  which  a  noUe  earl  had  wisely  given 
notice ;  and  he  should  like  to  learn  also, 
whether  it  was  thought  that  a  government 
could  carry  on  the  business  of  this  coun- 
try with  only  a  provisional  arrangement? 
There  was  one  point  more  which  his  feel- 
ings induced  him  to  touch  upon.  That 
his  noble  fnend,  who  had  been  lately 
elevated  to  the  peerage,  and  who  had  in 
early  life  walked  hand-m-hand  together 
with  him,  under  an  individual  who  had 
carried  the  glories  of  this  country  to  a 
higher  pitch  than  any  other  minister; — 
that  that  noble  lord  should  at  this  moment 
find  those  individuals,  to  whom  he  had 
been  o[^x>8ed  for  the  last  twenty  years,  now 
sujqporting  the  government,  and  quiedy 
contemplate  such  a  state  of  things,  he 
could  not  understand.  He  was  consistent 
in  the  view  which  he  took  of  this  subject; 
and  though  he  might  be  told,  that  it  was 
not  right  to  state  these  things,  yet  his 
feelings  were  too  strong  to  allow  him  to 
be  silent.  He  did  not  attempt  to  take  a 
part  in  public  affairs ;  but  the  present  state 
of  things  was  so  peculiar  as  to  force  him 
to  state  his  sentiments.  In  the  new  ar- 
rangement, some  noble  lords  had  been 
elevated  to  that  House;  but  they  mvat 
not  come  there  to  lord  it  over  the  House, 
or  to  put  dofm  any  of  their  lordships  when 
speaking  his  sentiments. 

Lord  Ooderieh  said,  he  thought  he 
should  be  wanting  in  respect  to  their  lord- 
ships, among  whom  he  had  been  so  re- 
cently introduced,  if  he  abstained  from 
making  a  few  observations,  in  conseouence 
of  what  had  fallen  from  his  noble  triend ; 
for  so  he  thought  he  must  still  call  him, 
although  he  had  been  pleased  to  designate 
him  as  part  of  the  rubbish  of  which  the 
government  was  formed.  But  if  that  go- 
vernment was  composed  of  rubbish,  still 
he  would  not  consent  to  be  beaten  in  de- 
tail bj  discussing  incidentally,  any  subject 
that  might  be  introduced ;  especially  wheta 
a  noUe  earl  was  prepared  to  open  a  strong 
battery  upon  the  building,  which  was  to 
blow  all  the  rubbish  away.  Let  that  be 
done.    He  asked  no  better;  and  he  cared 
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sot  one  tUaw  for  tb^  conaequences.  The 
only  cfrcumstance  which  placed  him  in  the 
gitoation  he  now  held,  and  the  only  cir- 
cumstance  which  made  him  a  member  of 
that  House  was,  an  anxioos  deeiire  on  his 
part  to  prevent  that  ter^  dissohition  of  the 

foveitimenty  with  a  wish  tO  cause  which 
e  had  been  reproached ;  for,  if  he  had  not 
yielded— *he  would  not  go  into  details— 
to  the  most  earnest  representations  not  to 
{M'esa  his  anxiety  to  rdiei^e  himself  from 
office  at  a  ttmewhen^  if  he  had  pressed  his 
desire,  it  would  hav^  endangered  the  ex- 
ktenoe  of  government-*-  if  he  had  not 

C elded  to  those  representations,  he  should 
ifore  now  have  taxen  leave  of  public  life. 
He  therefore  asked  for  a  fair  field  and  no 
,  ferour,  and  would  abide  by  the  result 

The  Marquis  of  Lonciondarry  did  not 
m^an  to  apply  the  tens  rubbish  to  the 
noble  lord.  He  had  formed  part  of  the 
old  administration ;  and  he  meant  to  apply 
the  term  to  those  only  who  had  newly 
come  in. 

The  Marquis  of  AngUsea  observed,  that 
he  was,  in  consequence  of  that  ^lanatioo, 
designated  as  part  of  the  rubbisn.  After 
the  plain  explanation  he  had  given  of  the 
motives  which  induced  him  to  accept  the 
situation  which  he  filled,  he  should  not 
trouble  the  House  with  uiy  further  ob- 
servations. 

Lord  King  stated,  that  aUusion  having 
been  made  to  a  building,  he  would  give  an 
explanation  of  the  word  rubbish.  Any  per- 
son who  was  practically  acquaintedf  with 
building  houses  must  know,  that  what  was 
.sent  awav  fixwn  the  building  was  the  rtt1>- 
.bish.  The  noble  marquis  seoned  to  have 
a  mist  before  his  eyes  when^he  wished  to 
see  an  end  of  the  present  government. 
The  noble  manjuis  thought  that  it  could  not 
stand ;  but  he  was  convinced  that  it  would 
stand,  in  spite  of  all  the  dTorts  that  might 
be  made  to  the  contrary.  Hie  noble  mar- 
quis had  stated,  diat  the  architect  found 
great  difficulty  in  making  a  foundation; 
but  he  thought  that  the  present  building, 
with  the  scaffolding  before  it,  was  much 
more  ornamental  and  more  useful  than  the 
old  building.  As  the  noble  marquis  was 
a  general,  he  would  remind  him  of  the 
answer  given  by  a  French  general  to  a 
German  officer,  who,  after  drawing  oat 
bis  battalions,  oflered  to  fight  the  French- 
man.  The  French  general  said,  that  it 
was  his  plan  never  to  fight  but  when  it 
pleased  himself;  so  that  the  noble  lord 
i^««d  not  fcel  swposed^  if  those  persons 


I  whom  he  had  been  tAdxessaag  should  act 
_  directly  contrary  to  his  advice. 

The  Marquis  of  Salubury  said,  tliat  the 
present  subject  had  been  btou^t  on  by 
the  intemperanoa  of  one  of  tm  cabinet 
ministers.    He  had  thongbt  that anoUe 
lord,  long  practised  in  lliat  House,  wonU 
not  have  interfered  to  put  down  a  noble 
lord  not  in  the  habit  of  addrauiBg  the 
House.    With  respect  to  what  had&DeB 
from  hisnoUefioeiMl,  he  had  no  doubt  bm 
that  some  part  of  the  present  cabmet  hdd 
their  offices  only  provisbnatty^    He  un^ 
derstood  that  the  noble  hxd  at  the  head 
of  the  Foreign  Department  heU  his  atnmf^ 
tion  only  provisionally.    He  was  greatijr 
surprised  that  his  noble  ftisad  should  hacve 
taken  place.    Indeed,  they  all  seemed  to 
feel  an  anxraus  desire  to  retain  plaoaal  the 
expense  of  political  coD^stency.    He  be- 
lieved that  the  hon.  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  government  had,  from  h»  kve 
of  office,  placed  himself  in  a  dikmrna-Aaai 
which  he  would  not  easily  extricate  hia^ 
self.    He  was  under  the  necessity  of  briagw 
ing  forward  that  measure,  of  which  he 
had  so  long  been  the  distinguished  and 
violent  advocate,  or  else  he  was  deceiving 
the  country.  Ambition  was  his  ruling  prin- 
ciple.   His  ambition  had  deprived  the  go- 
vernment of  those  illustrious  men,  who  bed 
so  long  conducted  public  afiatrs  to  their 
own  credit,  |md  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
country. 

The  Earl  of  Hammhu  hardly  thought 
it  necessary  to  say  a  single  word  upee  Us 
interruption  of  the  noUe  marquis.  He  had 
conceived  that  the  questk>n  had  bea»  pal 
and  carried ;  and  under  that  impifsninn, 
he  had  interrupted  the  noble  maiquia. 
He  believed  every  one  would  adumr** 
ledge  it  to  be  impossible  for  him  ta  iiH 
teifere  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any 
noble  lord  from  stating  his  views  and  sea* 
timents,  whether  they  might  be  mora  or 
lesa  pleasant  to  him.  He  was  hqipy  ti>si 
the  noUe  lord  opposite  had  given  nolida  ef 
his  motion,  and  that  their loRkhipl  waie 
to  have  a  full  and  conlpleledisoassioe;  Cmt 
he  did  not  like  to  take  up  detached  patts 
of  a  subject  Though  he  was  there  in  kit 
phce,  he  was  not  there  by  his  own  widi. 
On  the  contrary,  his  vrish  would  bate 
been,  at  the  period  of  life  wheahia  Acui- 
ties for  official!  duty  might  be  supposed  te 
be  diminishing,  to  withdraw  himself  fttMa 
the  public  service :  but  he  had  not  hesitated 
an  instant  aa  to  the  line  of  conduct  vriricb 
he  had  to  pursue.    The  reasona  whiobisk* 


4«cei  Ua  to  tdeD  lli^  «o«fse  1m  had  fbU 
lowed,  tliera  ivoold  be  a  fatiueopDortnnity 
loeadaia:  but  in  the  neaatime  ne  would 
sa^toat  if  a  man  oonld  practically  do  any 
thing  wUcfa  weald  lead,  moie  or  kas  di«- 
aectly,  to  procme  that  object,  the  attain- 
aaent  of  whidi  wai  the  most  to  be  desired 
of  any  oljeot  in  the  whole  political  hemi- 
wfhem^  these  wai  no  sacrifice  of  feeling,  no 
■acrifice  ef  peiaonal  mwt,  ndudi  a  man 
was  not  boimd  to  make.  No  greater  sa* 
enfice  could  have  been  made  on  his  part, 
■eveved  as  he  was  from  his  political  and 
pecsonal  friends.  He  was  gneved  that  he 
wasao  longer  sitting  beside  diem ;  butthat 
was  not  the  only  sacrifice  he  had  made ; 
and '  there  was  nothing  which  he  would 
not  willingly  sacrifice,  rather  than  take 
away  the  smallest  gram  or  atom  of  his 
weight  from  that  scflSe  which  he  wished  to 
preponderate. 

The  Earl  of  WmehilMa  withdraw  h» 
motbn,  and  said  that  he  would,  on  Mon- 
day, ^  the  day  when  he  would  call  their 
lovdshipa'  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
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New  Adxivistratiov.]  On  the  mo- 
tiQii,  that  the  Committee  of  Supfdy  be  post* 
poned  tUl  Monday, 

Sir  T.  Lethbridgt  said,  that  he  should 
oppose  the  going  into  a  committee  of  sup- 
ply on  that  daTf  ^  ^  opinions  which  he 
entertained  of  the  title  of  the  New  Ad- 
ministsation  to  the  confidence  of  the  conn* 

Swere  such  as  would  render  it  impossi- 
for  him  to  acquiesce  in  any  grant  which 
midit  be  proposed.  The  observations 
which  he  was  aoout  to  make  would  hardly 
be  agmeable  to  the  hon.  gandeman  on  the 
other  side;  and  some  which  he  had  in-i 
tended  to  make  he  should  be  compelled  to 
postpone,  in  consequence  of  not  seenig  the 
first  liMdoftheTreasary  in  his  places  but, 
for  those  remarks  which  he  had  to  oflBsr, 
he  belie?ed  the  present  was  a  perfectly 
fit  and  competent  time.  He  did  not  mean 
to  far  that,  in  consequence  of  what  he  had 
to  o£BHr,  the  House  misht  feel  itself  bound 
to  stop  all  supplies  to  hism^esty's  govem- 
mentp  but  ^1  he  thought,  that  both 
the  House  Ind  the  country  should  look 
with  jealousy  to  the  measures  of  the  pre- 
sent crisis.  Report  saki,  that  a  part  of 
the  existing  govemment  was  merely  pro- 
Tism^;  if  so,  the  state  of  things  was  one 


of  die  most  miprecedented  and  unoon^ 
stitutional  of  which  he  had  efer  heard.  It 
was  true  that  no  direct  question  had  been 
put  upon  this  subject;  and  perhaps  if 
such  a  question  were  put,  it  would  meet 
onl^  with  the  same  description  of  answer 
which  had  been  given  to  the  questions  of 
last  night  by  the  first  minister  of  the 
Crown.  He  confessed  that  he  had  been 
shocked  to  hear  such  an  answer  as  that  to 
which  he  alluded,  given  from  such  a  place* 
As  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  not  pra« 
sent,  hewas  precluded  from  observingupoa 
it;  but  he  hoped  tohave  an  opportunity  of 
noticing  it  when  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  in  his  place.  It  had  been  the  custom 
fer  questions  to  be  asked  from  the  oi^ 
position  side  of  the  House,  and  not  to  be 
attswered-*His  they  had  been  last  night-- 
by  a  single  sentence  from  the  richt  hon. 
gentleman,  whkh  his  best  friends  could 
hardly  hare  heard  with  stttisfaetion,  and 
which,  on  all  other  persons,  had  made  an 
impression  which  woidd  not  easily  be 
eiased.  Now,he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  eiisting  govemment  was  provisional ; 
fixr  if  it  was  provisional,  what  confidence 
could  theoountry  place  in  it^  Thelastplaoe 
inwhichhehad  ever  exited  to  findhimself 
was,  opposing  his  majesty's  goTerument ; 
but  being  there,  he  wcnild  do  that  which 
he  conceived  to  be  his  duty.  He  would 
do  thb  in  spite  of  the  taunts,  and  the 
tirade  of  ridicule,  and,  he  might  almost 
say,  of  the  load  of  insult,  which  was  at« 
tempted  to  be  fastened  upon  all  those  who 
questioned  the  propriety  of  the  recent  mea- 
sures. He,  for  one,  would  not  be  so  put 
down.  He  stood  tiiere  as  a  representative 
of  the  Commons  of  England,  and  he  would 
execute  the  trust  committed  to  him  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  And  he  confessed  that 
when  he  had  heud,  on  the  libt  night,  the 
first  mbister^s  declaration  of  his  intentions 
and  opinions  upon  many  important  po- 
litical (|uestions,  and  compared  those  views 
and  opmions  with  the  known  teneta  of  the 
hon.  gentlemen  who  sat  around  him,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  any  principle  upon 
whkh  their  coalition  cotdd  be  defended. 
What  confidence  could  the  House  or  the 
country  place  in  a  nunistry  made  up  of 
such  materials?  What  confidence couU 
the  people  of  Irehnd  have  in  the^  con- 
duct of  diose  persons,  who,  having  a 
hundred  times  protested  agwnst  the 
tiiought  of  takmg  office,  or  smorting 

rimment,  unless  upon  the  conaMioD  of 
Catholic  daims  bemg  graated,  had 


$55      HOUSETOP  COMMONS, 

Bpw  rolunteer6d  th^ir  aid  to  an  administra- 
tiooy  by  which  those  daims  were  not  to  be 
made  even  a  cabinet  question  ? — ^The  hon. 
baronet  then  proceeded  to  defend  the  late 
ministers  from  the  charee  of  cabal,— an 
accusation  which   had  nowerer   already 
been    triumphantly   refuted   in    another 
place.    The  duke  of  Wellington,  too,  had 
been  charged  with  assisting  in  the  cabal, 
as  it  was  called,  of  the  resigning  ministera ; 
but  his  grace  had  come  out  mm  it  with 
unimpeached  honour.    He  had  justified 
himself  in  a  fair,  open,  plain,  and  manly 
«way  ;  and  the  only  effect  of  the  calumny 
would  be  more  deeply  to  rivet  him  in  the 
affections  of  the  country;  which  would 
thenceforth  look  up  to  him  with  a  still 
greater  confidence.    He  was  glad,  there- 
fore,  that  the  charge  had  been  made.    He 
regititted  the  secession  of  the  late  ministeni, 
yet  one  goodxesulted  from  it;  namely, that 
It  would  be  known  where  men  of  finnness 
and  consistency,  in  whom  the  country 
could  confide,  were  to  be  found.    For  his 
own  part,  he  approved  of  those  who  would 
abide  by  their  principles,  without  suffering 
themselves  to  be  overcome  by  the  tempta- 
tion of  place  and  power  to  desert  those 
principles  for  office,  however  great  and 
valuable  the  advantages.    He  was  aware 
that,  constitutionally  speaking,  the  lung 
had  a  right  to  fix  on  any  man  whom  he 
chose  to  prefer  for  his  first  minister ;  but 
it  was  plain  that  the  Crown  and  tlie  coun- 
try might  be  left  in  a  dilemma,  if  his 
mmisters  should  leave  it  in  doubt,  what 
principles  were  to  euide  the  government, 
what  if,  in  either  Bouse  of  parliament — 
[The  hon.  baronet  was  interrupted  by  a 
slight  murmur  with  mirthful   symptoms 
which  gradually  passed  round  the  benches, 
without  any  cause  perceptible  in  the  gallery, 
until  Mr.  Brougham  was  'seen  moving 
up  by  the  Speaker's  chair  to  take  his  seat.] 
Tnat  was  one  among  many  other  reasons 
why  he  could  not  place  confidence  in  the 
present  government  [a  laueh].,    He  was 
not  aware  of  the  cause  of  uie  merriment 
which  had  just  now  taken  place,  but  he 
found  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  en- 
trance of  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
who  was  certainly  a  great  actor ;  not  at  all 
new  on  their  boards,  though  new  in  that 
seat.    He  h^d  been  told  uie  odier  nig^t 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman — ^he 
wished  tobe  allowed  to  call  hnn  his  friend — 
he  hope4  that  they  might  be  friends.    [Mr. 
Brougham  signified  his  assent]     Inero 
was  no  man  whose  assistance  he  would  be 
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nioie'anxkms  to  get  if  be  had  a  cause  to 
try  in  the  courts  below.    Of  tbat  opinoa 
he  had  given  proofs,  and  there  was  no 
man  whose  opposition  he  would  more  de- 
precate in  tliat  House ;  and  he  would  taj 
why :  the^hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
got  such  an  uncommon  way  ^nth  him  of 
turning  every  thing  into  such  a  pleasant 
course  of  ridicule,  that  he  had  never  ex- 
perienced any  thing  like  it  from  his  boy- 
hood down  to  that  (jL^y.    He  diaHenged 
any  one,  whether  from  die  history  and  pro- 
ceedings of  that  House  or  of  any  other 
Elace,  to  name  his  fellow.    For  his  part, 
ewas  only  a  plain  country  gentleman  ; 
but  though  he  was  not  able  to  speak  well, 
he  had  the  courage  to  do  his  doty.    Cer- 
tainly, if  there  was  any  thing  which  he  de- 
tested doing,  it  was  speaking.   But  not  all 
the  splendid  ridicule  used  in  castigating 
him — ^not  all  the  insults  which  might  be 
shown  him — indeed  he  had  received  no 
insult  from  any  body,  although  he  had  seen 
it  thrown  about,  lustily  upon  others.    He 
wished  this  to  be  understood— to  insult  he 
would  not  submit :  to  ridicule  he  supposed 
he  must  bend.    He  hoped  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  would  be  as  sparing  of 
him  as  possible  on  this  occasion.    But, 
whether  he  would  be  so  or  not,  he  would 
do   his   best  in  stemming  that  torrent 
which    he  thought  threatened  mischief, 
and  ultimate  ruin  to  the  country ;  however 
feeble  might  be  the  support  which  his 
opinions  received.    But,  what  did  he  say  ? 
Feeble  support !    No  such  thing.    There 
would  be  soon  support  strong  enough. 
There  would  soon  be  others  to  take  those 

E laces  which  he  and  his  friends,  he  felt  for 
isown  part,  had  too  rashly  taken  up.  Th^ 
voice  would  be  heard,  because  it  would 
come  from  breasts  which  were  troe  to 
principles.  Those  (the  Opposition)  benches 
^ould  shortly  be  filled  oy  men  of  con- 
sistency and  honesty ;  who  would  support 
the  cause  with  talent  and  ability  answer- 
able to  this  great  occasion.    He  was  sorry 
not  to  have  had  the  attendance  of  the 
right  hon.  first  lord  of  the  Tteasuir.    But 
though  not  now  present,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  be  there  on  other  oe- 
casions,  when  the  House  would  have  full 
opportunity  of  discussing  grievanoea.    The 
motion  before  the  House  wm  for  fimiK 
another  day  for  the  motioirof  panting 
supplies.    He  saw  no  reason  for  fivng 
another  day  for  that  motion.    It  was  im- 
possible for  the  House  to  have  confidence 
m  the  new  government,  and  euUiaif  not 
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sQch  coafideBoe  u  to  Tote  it  any  sappllet; 
ao  tlMt  there  could  be  no  occasion  for 
fijring  another  day.  He  was  for  determin- 
ing the  point  now.  He  knew  that  this 
ooone  was  open  to  objection,  and  that 
there  was  something  of  an  inridious  ap- 
pearance in  his  adopting  it.  But  still  he 
mi  himself  justified  in  doing  so ;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  House,  if  it  were  angry 
with  him,  would  take  no  other  mode  of 
eiqpreasing  it,  than  by  showing  him  good 
and  sufficient  reasons  that  it  was  not  fit 
now  to  be  pursued.  One  word  on  some  of 
the  terms  which  had  been  applied  to  him 
and  his  friends  in  the  discussion  of  last 
eveninf^.  lliey  had  been  called  a  factious 
opposition.  He  would  be  candid  enough 
to  admit,  that  he  did  not  approve  of  the 
course  taken  by  the  late  urcer  Secretary. 
He  had  not  been  consulted  upon  it  be- 
forehand, or  he  would  have  dissuaded  his 
faon.  friend  from  adopting  it.  He  had 
shown  that  he  did  not  approve  of  it,  be- 
cause he  had  not  said  a  word  in  support 
of  it ;  he  believed  that  he  had  given  a  hW 
cheers,  occasioned  by  the  remarks  which 
were  made  in  the  course  of  the  discussbn. 
But  now,  as  to  the  word  faction,  it  was  a 
word  ea^y  expressed,  and  had  a  tremen- 
dous effect  when  expressed  from  the  lips 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman.  But 
he  was  now  onlv  following  their  own  ad- 
vice. Had  not  the  ri^t  hon.  member  for 
Knaresborough  expressly  told  the  right 
hoD.  fgentleman,  that  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  vote  a  shilling,  until  the  adminis- 
tration should  be  settted  ?  But  there  was 
ao  administration  settled.  Would  they 
call  that  a  settled  administration,  where 
half  the  places  were  to  be  filled  up  ?  And 
then,  what  rieht  had  the  hon/and  learned 
gentleman  behind  them  to  give  them  his 
support  without  taking  office  ?  Whj,  he 
was  dishonest  to  his  own  cause  in  refusing 
to  take  office.  He  ought  to  have  refused 
lo  support  them,  unless  he  was  put  into 
the  best  office  under  the  Crown.  He  was 
depriving  the  country  of  the  use  of  his 
abilities  in  acting  as  he  had  done.  He 
had  no  more  right  to  be  sitting  where  he 
was  than  he  (sir  T.  Lethbridge)  had  to  be 
sitting  on  the  oppositk>n  baches.  He 
ought  to  come  down  three  steps.  ^^Jf 
he  was  the  first  spokesman  they  had.  Of 
all  the  men  he  ever  heard,  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had,  in  the  greatest 
perfection,  the  talent  of  ridicule.  He 
could  make  the  best  arguments  of  those 
he  opposed  go  for  nObing.    He  hoped 


the  hon.  and  learned  flientleman  would  not 
do  so  with  him  to-night.    He  hoped,  for 
this  once,  he  would  allow  what  had  been 
said  to  have  its  full,  weig^t^    After  the 
speech  which  he   had   made,   he  really 
thought  that  he  was  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration from  the  Hou^.      The  hon. 
tmronet,  the  member  for  Westminster,  had 
said,  that  he  was  neither  Whig  *nor  Tory 
and  that  there  were  no  such  distinctions. 
He  would  not  talk  of  it,  if  the  House  did 
not  like  those  terms;  but  as  he  understood 
it,  there  were  two  difii^ent  parties,  in  the 
country  professing  opposite  principles,  and 
he  thougnt  it  us^l  for  the  country.    The 
people  knew  where  to  find  them  when  they 
were  wanted.    He  admitted  that  that  hon. 
baronet  had  taken  a  most^honourable  si- 
tuation on  the  benches  opposite,  provided 
that  there  was  no  compromise.    If  there 
was  any  compromise,  then  he  must  declare 
his  opposition  to  the  course  taken  by  the 
hon.  baronet.    He  felt  that  he  had  a  great 
duty  to  perform  towards  hu  country,  and 
he  would  go  through  with  it.    The  coun- 
try lodced  up  to  uie  hon.  baronet.    His 
high  station,  his  aristocratic  birth,  his  long 
line  of  honourable  aaoeston,  and  his  own 
qualities,  gave  him  a  great  weight ;  but 
what  must  they  think  of  his  ccMdition  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  ?    It  was  plain 
from  Sie  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  he  was  as  much  a  Tory  as  ever. 
Did  he  not  still  promise  to  oppose  parlia- 
mentary reform.    Did  he  not  say  that  he 
would  oppose  the  repeal  of  the  test  and 
corporation  acts  ?    Why,  there  was  not  a 
Whig  who  heard   him,    but  must   have 
shrunk  at  hearing  him,  and  have  said  with- 
in himself— •''  Egad  1  diis  is  not  the  man 
forme."  There  was  not  a  more  able  man  in 
that  House  than  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
no  man  could  be  better  acquainted  with 
parliamentary  tactics :   no  man  ever  had 
shown   greater   force   of   persuasion    or 
power  of  language.     He  objected,  how- 
ever, to  the  paring  down  of  those  princi- 
ples which  had  supported  the    country, 
and  to  the  tacking  to  the  opposite  sides  of 
the  House,  m  hopes  of  pffice.    It  looked 
liiae  that   greediness  for  the  loaves  and 
fishes,  of  which  they  had  heard  so  much 
talk.    There  were  a  number  of  offices  still 
kq>t  open.    What  could  that  be  for? 
Were  they  kept  as  baiU  to  catch  others  ? 
Why  were  they  not  filled  ?    Perhaps  the 
intention  was,  Uiat  they  should  go  back  ta 
their  constituentsi     It  might  be  that,  in 
case  of  apposing   government  with   too 
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iQueh  suooeasy  tbey  would  ^^>^>w^»-^  ..^r^  i 
liament.  He  hoped  he  should  alwav«.be 
ready  to  face  his  coBStitiient3 ;  aod  >tbe 
only  way  to  enjoy  that  readiness  was^  to 
act  always  on  sound,  detennined,  avowed, 
principles.  The  moment  they  went  to 
.pare  down  and  qualify  .principles,  the 
House  ought  to  n^e  a  stand.  What  a 
thing  it  was  for  the  public  to  see  five  or 
^ix  good  fat  offices  not  disposed  of! 
<'  Who  isthis  for  V  and ''  who\  to  have 
that?"  was  the  general  question.  His 
answer  was,  that  he  did  not  know ;  but 
he  supposed  those  who  would  do  the  most 
for  them.  And  then  the  people  would  be 
told,  by  way  of  explaining,  '*  all  the  great 
questions  are  again  to  be  hung  up,  the 
notices  in  the  I&d-book  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  stood  for  discussion,  are 
half  struck  out,  and  all  the  restjpoetponed.'' 
No  one,  mean  time,  could  tdf  them  why. 
This  ought  not  to  be,  and  therefore  money 
pughtnot  now  to  be  voted ;  and  thia  brought 
him  back  to  the  point  from  which  he  set  out. 
JViinisten  were  not  in  a  condition  in  which 
they  had  a  right  to  ask  for  supplies.  Let 
the  offices  be  first  fiUed,  that  they  might 
pee  in  whom  they  had  to  trust  He  op- 
posed administration  for  paring  down  prin- 
ciples :  and  he  would  oppose  any  admi- 
nistration which  would  hang  up  the  great 
questions  upon  which  the  country  wished 
lor  decision.  He  had  a  great  duty  to  per- 
form; and  he  had,  to  the  best  of  his  abi- 
lity, ptfformed  it. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  he  would  not  have 
risen  but  for  the  circumstance,  that  during 
the  very  entertaining  speech  of  the  hon. 
baronet  the  benches  had  become  gradually 
full.  And  he  now  rose  to  inform  those 
hon.  gentlemen  what  was  the  real  question 
upon  which  so  extraordinary  a  speech  had 
been  delivered,  it  was  not  the  question 
of  granting  supplies,  nor  of  going  into  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  resolving  to 
grant  them ;  but  it  was,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  proposed  to  postpone  to 
another  day  the  motion  which  stood  for 
this ;  upon  the  discussion  of  which  motion, 
the  hon.  baronet  might  have  had  the  vary 
opportunity  which,  according  to  the  tenor 
erf  his  speech,  he  desired*  The  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  alluded  to  the  probability  of 
calling  a  new  parliament.  Certainly,  his 
motion  might  have  the  effect  of  placing 
the  government  in  a  disagreeable  situation ; 
for  if  there  were  no  supplies,  and  the 
House  should  prevent  itself  from  going  into 
a  coounittee,  whidt  would  be  ttie  neoes- 


^  effect  of  not  poUpmPg  tiui  laotioo 
to  a  day  fizad^  th»  government  mifjkt  fiisd 
it  necessary  to  take  some  other  stqw.to 
elude  the  difficulty.    As  to  the  argnmeiite, 
he  would  be  aahamedtp  detain  the  Hoiwe 
one  minute  upon  them.    They  w«n  the 
fragments  of  a  speech,  which  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet ought  to  have  made  three  wecJcs  ago. 
It  was  bard  th^t  ministers  ahoold  be  op- 
posed for  no  other  reason  than  that  Ifaey 
were  supported  by  some  gentlemen  «^o 
thought  better  of  the  present  govemmcftt 
than  of  that  which  the  hon.  ba^Ooet  &• 
voured.      He   entreated  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  behind  Urn  not  todraw 
that   ev^ng   upon  those  inexhaoslftle 
stores  of  wit  and  ridicide  which  he  had 
at  his  command,  according  to  the  alarmed 
epprehension  of  the  hon.  baronet,  but  to 
aostain  for  once ;  especially  as  the  Howe 
had  enjoyed  enough  of  the  ridicqloaa  for 
one  occasion  [cheers,  and  a  laugh]. 

Mr.  W.  Peel  was  sorry  to  detain  the 
House  by  stating  some  reasons  differing 
from  those  of  his  right  hon.  relative  for 
resigning  his  employment.  Independent 
of  the  feeling  which  they  had  in  common 
upon  the  Catholic  question,  he  aaw  no 
reason  for  confiding  in  the  government  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  His  confidence 
was  placed  in  Uie  ministem  who  had  re- 
signed, not  in  those  who  retained  office. 
He  admired  the  talents  of  the  rigiht  hon. 
gentleman,  and  he  had  no  fear,  while  he 
was  assisted  by  the  cooler  heads  and  moie 
regulated  minds  of  the  minisleis  who  had 
now  left  him ;  but,  when  he  saw  him  sur- 
rounded by  a  crowd  of  visionary  theorists^ 
of  political  economists,  and  the  profassoii 
of  what  were  called  the  liberal  piinciplea  of 
the  present  day,  he  could  not  look  without 
alarm  at  the  <bngers  to  which  the  cewalry 
was  exposed;  nor  view  without  appidien- 
sion  the  perils  into  which  it  might  be  poe^ 
cipitated.  He  did  not  think  that  there 
ever  was  a  greater  delutf  on  attempted  on 
the  coimtry  than  the  formation  of  the  pre- 
sent cabinet.  Six  out  of  the  eleven  pemoBS, 
he  would  venture  to  sav,  would  not  hold 
their  situations  long.  If  they  were  really 
jomed  by  the  noble  lords  whose  infloenoe 
thev  boasted,  why  did  not  digoe  nobfe 
lords  job  them  in  an  unequivocal  raannw  ? 
It  might  suit  the  views  of  those  aoble 
lords ;  but  how  would  it  suit  the  country  'i 
Were  the  affiiira  of  the  Foreign  and  HoiBe 
Offices  fit  objects  to  be  trifled  with  ?  Vm 
was  not  the  way  that  the  country  ought  U> 
be  governed.    He  was  of  opinion,  tbt  the 
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Q^mnaktai  pen  po  «iifficitet«6cittriiyi<M 
Ibe  BratetUiit  ettabliahment*  Tlie  ap- 
foiutmeal  of  the  first  Lonl  of  tiMiTreasiuy 
MK3tiMd  his  approheogioas.  He  did  not 
know  how  the  cooUtioii  was  effiacted ;  but 
he  thought  that  there  muit  he  a  eacrifioe 
on  one  aide  or  on  the  other.  The  greater 
the  aaci^ee  the  greater  the  compliment  to 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Indeed,  the 
right  ben.  gentleman  eeemed  to  be  fortu- 
nate in  the  readiness  of  hie  ftienda  to  make 
sacrifices.  An  hon.  bsronet  ga?e  the  House 
to  understand  last  eTenin^»  that  he  was 
ready  eten  to  sacrifice  his  dmner  [a  laugh]. 
He  bad  not  actually  used  the  woid  dinner; 
but  from  the  tone  and  manner,  and  the 
time  of  the  evening,  it  was  easily  inferred 
Aat  dinner  was  uppermost  in  his  thoughts. 
In  conclusion,  be  repeated]  his  coniriction, 
that  the  new  government  was  so  defective 
that  it  would  not  satis^  the  oountiy. 

Sir  O.  Worrmider  smd,  that  he  had  not 
been  much  misuudecstood  by  bis  hon. 
friend  and  colleague.  He  was  quite  ready 
to  give  his  support  to  the  new  admmistra- 
tion,  and  he  intended  to  eive  up  dinner  and 
all  other  amusements  which  would  inter- 
fere with  that  object.  On  this  account  he 
must  postpone  the  agseeable  sotfety  and 
comfortable  entertainments  which  he  had 
Jiad  the  honour  to  enioy  in  company  with 
bis  boo.  eoUeague,  tin  the  end  of  the  ses* 
aion.  They  wmild  each  recover  their  good 
humour,  and  would  meet  over  a  good 
.  dinner  with  renewed  satisfaction.  At  pre- 
sent, there  seemed  to  be  a  little  too  much 
soreness  anumg  some  members  of  Ae 
House  fi>r  the  loss  of  places  [cheers]  to 
allow  them  fully  to  enjoy  themselves. 
But,  after  the  session  be  trusted  that  their 
oonvivial  parties  would  be  renewed  with 
mutual  satisfaction. 

Lord  CkiMikreagh  com|dimented  the 
hon.  baronet  on  that  sound  display  of  truly 
Eng^  feeling  which  the  House  had  wit- 
nesssd.  He  would  tell  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite,  that  he  sat  theie  as  an  inde- 
pendent member ;  aye,  as  independent  as 
they  were  when  sitting  on  that  side.  He 
hoped  more  independent,  as  be  would  com- 
promise no  jprinciple  to  get  over  to  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  He  could  not 
lecoocile  it  to  that  duty  which  he  owed  to 
his  constituents,  to  give  any  support  what- 
enrer  to  such  an  administration  as  the  pre- 
i^ut.  On  one  occasion,  however,  &ey 
should  have  no  cause  to  doubt  his  cordial 
co-operatmn :  he  alluded  to  the  Catholic 
«|uMiou,  which  he  hoped  the  ministeis 
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would  put  upon  a  proper  footing  for  tha 
sake  of  Ireland.  The  fate  of  that  country  ai 
least  ought  not  to  be  tampered  with  by 
the  intrigues,  or  private  purposes,  of  party* 
She  oupit  to  know  how  she  was  to  bo 
treated,  and  what  she  had  to  einect  fiom 
a  government  professing  to  be  tavourabin 
to  her  dearest  mterests.  He  had  been  only 
a  short  time  in  that  House ;  but  be  oon* 
fessed'that,  had  he  been  an  ei^perieneel 
membtf  ,  the  appearance  of  things  would 
have  given  him  cause  to  tremble.  Sudi  a 
manifastation  of  detailed  artifice,  and  even 
trickery,  had  never  before  been  exhibited. 
This  bttng  the  case,  be  wished  to  know  on 
what  fioundatmn  the  government  of  the 
country  stood  ?  What  did  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  mean  to  do  with  that  great  ques* 
tion,  to  which  he  had  so  lon^  given  a  sup-> 
port,  the  sioeeritY  of  which  could  not  be 
doubted,  and  with  an  eloquence  which  did 
honour  to  his  talents  t  Let  the  tight  hon. 
gentleman  beware  how  he  tampered  with 
public  opinion.  He  stood  upon  the 
brink  of  an  abyss,  and  ong^t  to  bewaro 
how  he  precipitated  himself  into  it.  Until 
he  understood  the  real  position  of  the 

S>vemment,he  could  afford  itnooonfidence. 
e  said  this  vrith  no  hostile  feeling ;  but 
because  he  was  bound,  as  an  indefiendent 
man,  to  do  justice  to  his  constituents.  Ho 
had  been  returned  by  them  in  the  most  in- 
dependent manner ;  and  he  owed  them  a 
similar  confidence :  be  had  not  even  been 
pledeed  to  support  the  late  government, 
much  less  one  constituted  like  the  present, 
which  should  receive  firom  him  the  most 
undisguised,  unqualified,  unoenpromising» 
opposition. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Mcndcoff  May  7. 

Catholic  Em  AKciVATiov.] Hie  Bishop 
of  Chester  rose  to  present  a  Petition  to 
their  lordships  from  the  city  of  Chester, 
against  granting  any  further  concesskma 
to  the  CaUidics ;  and  in  presenting  it  he 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  say  a  sinrle 
word.  He  had  not,  on  any  occasion,  felt 
uuy  great  anxiety  to  vindicate  himself  from 
reports  i  but,  on  the  present  occasion,  it 
had  been  said  publicly,  that  he  had  been 
the  instigator  of  the  present  petition,  and 
he  must  therefore  distinctlT  and  solemnly 
assure  their  lordships,  that  he  hadnot  heard* 
of  the  petition  until  he  bad  received  it  to 
present  to  their  lordships.     Though  he 
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miglity  on  sevand  occasions,  have  stated 
what  his  own  opinion  was,  and  migbt  have 
referred  to  the  popolar  opinions,  he  never 
had,  since  he  had  sat  in  the  House,  nor 
when  the  subject  to  whi<^  the  petition  re- 
fened  was  under  discussion  in  parliament, 
been  the  insti^tor  of  a  single  petition. 

Earl  Groivemnr  said,  he  had  been  re- 
c^uested  to  support  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion. It,  however,  comd  never  be  sup- 
posed that  he  approved  of  its  prayer.  He 
was  not  surprised  at  his  rig;'ht  rev.  friend 
dischiming  all  connexion  with  the  gettiug- 
up  of  that  petition,  alter  it  had  been  un- 
justly reported  that  it  had  been  prepared 
under  his  authority.  He  was  also  readily 
disposed  to  be  satisfied  with  that  disdaimor, 
for  he  knew  that  the  people  of  Chester  had 
such  a  horror  of  Popery,  that  it  had  m- 
duced  them  to  send  up  a  second  petition 
to  their  lordships,  durmg  the  present  ses- 
sion, against  Catholic  emancipation.  He 
bdieved  there  was  no  place  in  England 
where  the  h<Mrrtm  of  Popery  pressed  tiiem- 
sdves  on  the  minds  of  men,  women,  and 
diildren,  in  so  great  a  degree  as  in  Chester. 
Though  he  did  not  expect  any  rapid  pro- 
gress towards  the  change  of  that  feehng, 
yet  he  did  expect  that,  ultimately,  a  change 
would  take  place ;  for  some  friends  of  his 
residiog  in  Chester,  had  lately  assured 
him,  that  they  began  to  entertain  a  differ- 
ent  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  claims  to  that  which  they  had 
formerly  held. 

The  Duke  of  Suaex  said,  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  petition  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
ject. It  came  from  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  the  province  of  Connaugfat,  pra3ring  to 
be  relieved  from  those  peinlties  under 
which  they  laboured,  and  to  participate  in 
those  civil  rights  from  which  they  were  now 
excluded.  In  presenting  this  petition,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  say  a  few  words,  in 
the  fint  instance,  to  support  the  prayer  of 
die  petition;  and  likewise  to  sUte  the 
reasons  which  had  prevented  him  frwn 
presenting  the  petition  sooner.  When  this 

Eition  was  first  handed  to  him,  he  had 
n  prevented  from  attending  to  his  duties 
in  that  House,  on  account  of  being  engaged 
upon  their  lordships'  committees;  and 
afterwards  an  event  had  taken  ptece,  which 
caused  him  to  delay  still  longer  presenting 
the  petition.  But,  seeinc  that  so  great  a 
nuinber  of  petitions  agamst  the  Catholic 
claims  had  been  presented  to  their  lord- 
ships, he  thought  he  should  be  acting  un- 
jusUy  towards  the  individuals  who  had 
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placed  the  petition  in  his  hands,  if  he 
layed  any  longer  to  present  it  Thesul^ect 
was  one  whidihad  occupied  his  senous 
attention,  and  he  humbly  stated  diat  his 
opinion  was  totally  unaltmd ;  bot  at  the 
same  time  he  must  be  permitted  to  observe, 
that  the  question  was  one  of  extreme  ddi* 
cacy  and  importance,  upon  which  it  wae 
requisite  to  go  with  the  feelings  of  the 
country.    It  was  highly  necessary' not  U> 
urge  forward  this  question  with  violence, 
or  Dffend  the  public  mind  by  haste.     The 
question  was  one  which  required  time,  and 
ought  not  to  be  hurried.    He  never  con- 
sidered, that  the  sul:9ect  should  be  forced 
unwillingly  on  the  country,  and  still  leas 
that  it  should  be  got  rid  of  by  damonr. 
The  question  of  ue  Catholic  claims  had 
never  been  considered  as  a  party  questioa  : 
it  had  been  left  open  to  every  one  to  vole 
as  he  pleased.     With  that  view  of  the 
subject  he  had  always  voted,  and  with  that 
view  of  the  subject  only  he  should  always 
vote ;  but  if  the  question  was  to  be  made 
the  standard  of  a  party,  he  would  not  give 
to  it  the  aid  of  his  voice. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 


NewAdmikistratioh.]  The  Marquis 

of  Londcmderry^  in  ri«ngto  move  for  some 

information,  in  addition  to  that  moved  for 

by  his  noble  friend  a  few  davs  before, 

which  would  enable  their  kMrdshipsto  form 

a  correct  estimate  of  the  state  of  the 

Foreign  Office,  spoke  to  the  following 

efiect: — If  the  noble  lords  opposite  vriU 

get  up  and  state,  that  the  present  adoiinis- 

tration  is  constituted  as  it  is  to  remain — 

that  it  is  not,  in  the  view  of  the  noble  lords 

opposite,  merely  provisional — then  I  will 

not  persevere  in  pressing  this  subject  oe 

your  lordships,  or  move  for  those  papeis 

which  I  now  mean  to  ask  for.    But,  unless 

they  make  such  a  declaration,  I  shall  feel 

it  my  duty,  not  onl^  now,  but  at  every 

subsequent  opportunity,  to  ask  for  snch 

information  as  will  enable  us  to  see  vriiat  is 

the  slate  of  the  offices  held  by  the  noble 

lords  on  the  other  side.    My  noble  frirad 

said,  the  other  night,  he  wished  for  a  £ur 

field  and  no  favour;  and  my  noUe  friend 

will  do  me  the  justice  to  bdieve,  that  I  am 

not  a  man  who  wants  any  thing  but  a  fair 

fight.    I  think  I  have  served  my  oouatiy 

svufficiently  long  to  entitle  me  to  try  s 

little  to  find  out  what  is  going  on,  and  I 

shall  bring  forward  motions  until  I  see  in 

what  state  the  |;ovemment  stands.     Its 

present  posit  on  is  quite  a  new  one*    Is  it 
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enlya'pNMrhkmBl  government?  Are  not 
many  of  the  noble  loxds  whom  I  now  see 
merely  the  shadows  of  office  ?  I  have 
lead  bf  a  shadowless  man ;  bat,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  many  shadows.  I  mean  to 
move  for  a  retain  which  wfll  elucidate  the 
present  situation  of  the  Foreign  Office, 
and  what  it  was  when  it  was  h^  by  my 
most  lamented  brother.  It  was  said,  that, 
in  this  department,  the  ezpenditnre  has 
been  muoh  incmsed  since  tnen.  I  believe 
also,  as  it  is  stated,  that  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasurr  has  taken  care  of  himself, 
and  that  he  nas  made  sure  of  being  pro- 
Tided  for — that  he  has  actually  received  a 
rnsion  of  3,000/.  a-year  for  bis  services, 
want  to  ascertain  exactly  what  is  the 
situation  df  the  Foreign  Office ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  shall  move  for  the  Returns  I  shall 
mention.  If,  however,  the  noble  lords 
opposite  will  say  the  government  is  not 
provisional,  I  will  not  press  the  motion. 
But,  until  the  point  is  ascertained,  I  will 
Gontmually  ana  repeEitedly  call  on  the 
House,  till  the  end  of  tfie  session,  to  as- 
certain this  point.  It  is  said  tiiat  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment is  provisional,  and  that  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  to  return  to  the 
Foreign  Office ;  seeing  that  the  patronage 
and  appointments  are  so  great.  This  is 
only  a  report,  but  I  believe  the  report  may 
be  true.  I  am  told  that,  in  a  short  time, 
the  Secreta^  of  War  is  to  take  the  office 
of  Chancellor  of  the  Bzchequer ;  and  that 
the  First  Lordof  the  Treasury  is  to  unite  in 
himself  that  office  with  the  office  of 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs.  When  I 
bear  these  things  stated,  I  wish  to  know 
the  grounds  of  this  desire,  on  his  part,  to 
return;  and  therefore  it  is,  that  I  shall 
move  for  some  Returns  to  show  the  eitent 
of  the  establishment  I  see  a  change  in 
all  the  offices  of  the  country,  from  that 
state  in  which  the  wisdom  of  our  anceston 
had  settled  them.  I  see  a  change  in 
those  established  systems  which  the  great- 
est statesmen  and  the  wisest  men  of  this 
country  have  approved  of.  They  are  ail 
of  a  swldea  overturned,  and  new  arrange- 
ments made.  We  have  a  new  administra- 
tion, in  form  as  well  as  in  men.  Of  the 
navY  I  speak  with  humility,  for  I  know 
nothing  of  it ;  but  of  the  army  I  know 
more ;-  and  the  army  is  now  to  be  so  re- 
gulalpd,  that  the  whole  patronage  is  to 
be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  ministers. 
It  has  always  been  customary  for  some 


person  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  Ae 
army,  who  knows  how  to  select  the  officers, 
and  who  can  give  officers  of  merit  that 
promotion  which  their  character  deserves ; 
but  the  army  is  now  to  be  ei^tirely  Ttt;u- 
lated  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Tlie  met 
is,  that  difficulties  are  every  where  'met 
with,  because  nobody  knows  whether  he  is 
to  remain  m  office  or  not.  I  declare  to 
my  noble  friend  (lord  Ooderich) — to  whom, 
privately,  nobody  bears  more  afiection  than 
I  do— that  I  am  sorry  to  see  him  numbering 
in  his  ranks  those  noble  lords  who  have 
long  been  the  champions  of  reform.  He 
has  united  hhnself  with  a  democracy,  who 
have  always  been  acting  as  if  they  were 
aiming  at  a  Revolution;  I  speak  my 
opinion  freely  of  the  situation  of  the 
country ;  and  this  is  also,  I  believe,  the 
opinion  of  every  rational  man.  I  give 
notice,  my  lords,  that  I  will  seize  every 
opportunity  of  endeavouring  to  find  out  on 
what  ground  the  government  stands.  I 
am  but  a  humble  individual  to  undertake 
such  a  task ;  but  I  do  it  conscientiooslT. 
I  have  no  feeling  but  that  of  duty.  I  should 
not  certainly  have  quitted  my  usual  course, 
and  havepressed  myself  on  jour  lordships' 
attention,  if  I  did  not  thmk  it  was  my 
duty.  It  becomes  a  man  of  spirit  to  declare 
his  opinions,  and  I  declare  ^t  the  present 
administration  is  the  most  contemptible  in 


the  whole  range  of  history.  I  speak  with 
submission,  am  mean  nothing  personal  to 
the  individuals.  I  speak  not  of  noble  lords 
individually ;  but  to  the  administration  as 
a  whole.  Uut  I  must  call  this  the  most 
triffing  and  mean  arrangement  I  ever  heard 
of;  and  this  stops  for  short,  I  believe,  of 
tiie  general  opinion  of  the  country.  When 
I  see  the  ncAne  lords  now  sittin|^  opposite, 
place  themselves  lender  the  direction  of 
my  noble  friend,  to  carry  into  effisct  some 
little  arrangements,  to  get  over  the  business 
for  a  diort  p^iod,  and  that  then  the  par- 
liament,  as  it  is  sud,  at  least  the  House  of 
Ck>mmons,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  right  about 
— so  I  understand  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  has  stated  elsewhere — I 
ask,  are  we  to  go  through  the  sessioQ  with 
one  hand  tied,  and  not  know  who  are  to 
be  ministers  and  how  we  are  to  be  governed  ? 
There  aresome  mat  names  in  our  historr, 
such  as  PiU  and  Fox.  WouM  they,  I  ask, 
have  submitted  to  such  a  system  as  this? 
WouU  they  have  consented  to  make  a 
part  of  a  provisional  government?  IfAe 
.  noble  lords  opposite  will  stand  up,  and 
I  say  this  is  not  the  casci  I  will  waive  my 
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puTpoiBt  and  will  not  move  for  the  papem 
which  I  propose  to  have  laid  before  your 
lordships.  If  not,  I  declare^  that  day  after 
day«  I  will  show  up  the  driyelling;,  the  con- 
tjBmptible  position^  in  which  the  public 
men  of  our  time  are  placed.  There  are 
some  other  points  into  which  I  will  enter. 
I  will  state  to  your  lordships  some  of  the 
reports  in.  circulation.  I  am  entitled  to 
do  this,  though  I  am  not  able  to  prove 
vthem  to  the  House.  With  respect  to  these 
reports,  they  do  no  credit  to  the  noble 
marquis  on  the  opposite  side ;  and  ^e  and 
other  noble  lords  would  find  nothing  so 
^asy  as  to  contradict  them.  In  stating 
them,  pjerhaps  I  may  be  accused  of 
indiscretion ;  and  I  know  that  I  run  a  great 
nfk  that  what  I  state  mav  not  be  true.  I 
will  not  go  into  the  details  of  all  ihis  pro- 
visional arrangement,  but  I  will  state  in 
what  manner  it  was  made.  Your  lord- 
ships may  perhaps  attempt  to  anest  my. 
progress,  and  perhaps  I  may  be  written 
down  by  a  vile  and  a  venal  press  [hear, 
hear!].  I  know  that  I  Aall  be  assailed 
by  ridicule,  on  every  succeeding  da^;  but 
that  shall  not  stop  me  from  pursuing  my 
course.  I  know,  and  your  lordships  all 
feel,  how  disagreeable  it  is  to  be  so  assailed ; 
but  I  will  not  be  stopped,  whether  the 
attempt  be  made  to  arrest  me  in  this 
Bouse,  or  to  beat  me  down  by  a  venal  press ; 
because  I  will  tell  both,  that  all  their 
ridicule  passes  by  me  "^  the  idle 
^nd,  which  I  regard  not"  It  is  re- 
ported-^-and  if  I  state  it,  I  may  perbapa 
mdu^e  Qoble  lords  here,  and  right  hon. 
gentlemen  in  another  place,  distinctly 
to  deny  it-*it  is  reported,  I  say,  that  jba 
eminent  barrister,  a  member  of  the  other 
House,  did  make  certain  overtures  respect* 
ing  himself  and  his  party,  and  respecting 
a  noble  marquis  and  his  party,  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  [hear,  hear  1].  I  hog 
leave  toatate,  that  I  give  this  on  no  author- 
ity; it  is  only  a  rumour.  But,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  overtures  came,  they 
were  received  and  put  into  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  pockets.  He  held  no  oon- 
eohation  as  to  these  overtures,  and  had  not 
made  acquainted  his  colleagaes  with  their 
nature.  He  pocketed  them.  I^me  time  after- 
wards, the  First  L(»rd  of  the  Treasury  went 
to  Windsor,  and  while  there  a  certain  use 
was  made  of  these  overtures,  and  that 
brottght  abo^Lt  the  conneotiqn,  into  the 
partioulara  of  which  I  will  not  enter  fur* 
ther.  Th#  result  is  there  to  shaw  what 
^^  Pl«eei  and  to  aba.w  what  wera  the 
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'  Qonsequences  d  the  learned  ailvpeate'» 
overtures,  and  the  noble  marque's  ad- 
herence to  them.  I  will  also  state  to  the 
House  what  has  be«n  said  of  the  manner 
in  which  his  colleagues  were  .treated  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  They  were 
kept  entirdy  ignorant  of  the  whole  pio^ 
ceeding  until  ten  days  afterwards^— entirely 
ignorant  of  the  use  made  of  these  overtures 
at  Windsor.  There  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  talk  about  cabal,  by  which  the  present 
adminislration  has  been  formed ;  tnongh^ 
if  the  report  be  true,  there  ia  another  word 
which  woiujd  be  more  appropriate  than 
cabal.  I  should  call  it  an  intrigue.  If 
the  overtures  were  concealed  ten  davn 
after  the  negotiations  were  dosed  with  the 
other  party,  there  has  been  nothing  beibre 
like  it  in  our  history,  if  I  except  some  pro* 
ceedings  in  the  year  1809.  How  thin 
came  to  be  known  I  am  not  acquainted,  bot 
secrets  will  eonie  out ;  and  tl^e  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasuiy  found  it  necessary  to  tell 
one  ojr  ynore  of  his  colleagues,  the  8cae- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
for  example ;  when  that  gentleman  asked 
him  what  was  the  date  df  the  overtures* 
and  then  exclaimed,  "  Good  God  I  Is  it 
possible,  that  you  can  have  had  them  ia 
yoor  pocket  a  whole  fortn^ht,  and  not 
have  communicated  them  to  any  of  yonr 
colleagues.?''  Are  these  things  true,  1 
ask,  or  are  they  not  t  Will  the  noUe  mar^ 
quia  rtand  up  and  say  that  no  overtuiieB 
were  ever  made  t  Will  the  Finit  Lord  of 
the  Xreasury  deny  what  is  loudly  pro- 
claimed I  I  dedare  I  have  no  informatioo 
[loud  cries  of  hoar,  heart].  Noble  lords 
cry  ''  hear!''  but  though  I  liare  no  parti* 
cular  information^  these  things  are  reported 
in  public;  and  let  those  to  whom  they  ap* 
ply  deny  them,  and  I  shall  b^  the  firil  to 
throwmyself  on  the  indulgence  of  your  lord* 
ships.  Let  those  J  have  named  say  the  re* 
ports  are  incorrect,  and  I  shall  be  the  first, 
not  only  to  acknowledge  my  error,  but  to  re* 
quest  the  indulgence  of  your  loidriiips,  and 
humbly  to  ask  pardon.  Nothing  is  more 
easy  than  to  d^y  such  assertions ;  and  if 
they  be  denied,  f  shall  not  follow  up  this 
motion.  If  this  provisional  government 
continnea,  I  shall  reel  it  my  rig^t,  and  my 
duty,  to  assail  them  in  every  possible  man* 
ner,  until  the  real  state  of  the  circwAr 
stances  are  known ;  and  J  hope,  before 
long,  to  hear  the  truth  acknowle^god* 
and  to  sea  aome  ansin^ement  niadjs  Jbr  a 
peraunent  administration*  The  present 
one  caimot  leoeifaany  support^  oomposad 
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M  it  11  of  Whigi  and  Tories.  I  dochre  to 
God  that  the  noble  marauis  is  in  a  potitioa 
in  which  I  shoold  not  hke  to  stand.  He 
is  like  a  fish  in  the  water — propelled  by 
his  tail.  The  tail  ef  his  party  has  forced 
him  into  office.  He  has  left  the  great  post 
he  occupied,  on  the  side  of  the  House 
whence  be  dealt  forth  the  thunder  of  his 
doquence,  and  he  has  walked  over  to  the 
other  side,  and  placed  himself  under  the 
dircMBtion  of  my  noble  friend.  '  1  have  a 
Bleat  respect  ror  my  noble  friend.  We 
nave  knovn  each  other  kmp,  and  we  re- 
tpect  and  love  each  odier ;  but  I  must 
confess,  that  I  think  hiin  not  at  all  to  be 
compared  to  that  noble  marquis,  whom  we 
have  all  heard  with  respect  and  admira- 
tion ;  not  at  all  to  be  compared,  I  say,  to 
lord  Lansdown  [Order,  ortor  !]^not  at  all 
to  be  compared  to  another  noble  lord,  who 
has  notwithstanding  descended  from  his 
Ugh  pinnacle,  and  now  condescends  to 
serve  en  second  under  my  noble  friend. 
This  is  my  general  opinion,  and  I  have 
thonpiht  proper  to  state  it;  because,  on  all 
frabhc  occasions,  one  feeling  in  me  is  pa- 
ramoont  to  all  othere—Uie  feeling  that  I 
QOf^t  to  do  my  duty.  I  have  acted  on 
this  feeling  in  every  situation,  and  will  act 
on  it  while  God  pleases  to  prolong  my  life. 
1  acted  on  it  for  twenty  years  while  I  was  a 
soldier;  and  I  now  fed  it  more  necessary 
than  ever  to  do  so.  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
honest  man  to' stand  up  in  his  pkoe  and 
speak  his  opinions,  when  the  acwmiinable 
and  ungrateful  press  of  the  countrr  is 
showering  its  abuse  on  the  illustrious  duke 
who  saved  the  country,  and  secured  for  it 
its  present  glory;  when  it  is  made  the  in- 
strument for  paralysing  the  public  mind, 
and  neutralising  all  parties,  spreading 
abroad  vile  and  abombable  principles,  and 
runnmg  down  the  greatest  man  of  our 
time;  when  this  is  the  case,  it  is  not  pos- 
sible that  he  should  not  recall  to  Uie  re- 
eoUectioa  of  the  country  those  periods 
when  the  late  administration  held  the 
reigns  of  government ;  and  it  was  iropossi- 
Ue  but  that  that  admiaistration  woidd  shine, 
in  tiie  records  of  history,  to  the  present,  like 
tlie  sun  to  darkness.— The  m&le  marquis 
concluded  by  moving ;  1st,  for  a  Return 
of  all  appointmeirts  made  by  the  Secretary 
for  Foreijpi  Aflairs,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  since  January  1st,  1822,  specify- 
ing the  Nature  of  the  Office,  the  Salary, 
^e  Nime  of  the  Persons  appointed,  as 
well  as  the  Sahvies  of  all  Ministers,  Con- 
•tthi,  Secretaries^  and  other  Offieere  ap* 


pcMnted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Afiairs,  and  distinguishing  the  Total 
Expenditure  of  the  Foreign  Office ;  i2nd, 
for  a  Return  of  all  the  Extraordinary  Ex- 
penses  of  the  Foreign  Department  since 
1822 ;  3ni,  an  Accoufat  of  all  the  New 
Appointments  made  by  the  Foreign  Office 
since  November,  1822,  to  the  present  time, 
stating  the  cause  why  the  Appointment, 
was  made;  4th,  for  a  Return  of  the 
Names  of  all  Persons  under  the  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Fo^ign  Office,  bom  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  lowest  Officer, 
who  have  retired  from  office  with  Pen- 
sions and  Allowances,  since  September, 
1822,  up  to  the  present  time,  distinguiidi- 
ing  for  what  Services  the  Pension  has 
been  granted,  and  under  what  Authority; 
stating  also,  if  the  Grant  has  been  made 
with  the  authority  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury.  The  last  Return,  the  noble  mar« 
quia  explained,  included  ambassadors  and 
other  diplomatio  characters.  He  had 
himself  had  the  honour  to  fill  a  situation 
of  this  kind,  and  he  wished  to  Imow  if  the 
noble  lords  who  had  held  these  situatkms 
had  received,  or  ought  to  receive,  pen- 
sions? He  had  served  eleven  years,  and 
was  not  one  of  those  who  had  obtahied  a 
pension. 

Lord  Dudley  and  Ward  replied  to  the 
noble  marquis,  but  parts  of  his  sentences 
weire  inaudible  bek>w  the  bar.  We  under- 
stood his  lordAip  to  sliy,  Uiat  their  k»id^ 
ships  would  not  expect  him  to  follow  the 
noble  marquis  through  the  vast  variety  of 
topics  which  he  alluded  to,  and  which 
it  would  have  been  much  better  had  he 
omitted  altogether,  or  at  least  deferred 
them  until  the  day  when  the  motion  of 
which  his  noble  friend  had  given  notice 
should  come  on.  As  the  nd)le  marquis 
had  thought  proper  to  allude  to  him,  he 
should  beg  leave  to  trouble  their  lordbhips 
with  a  few  words.  He  should  not  go  into 
$dl  the  charges  of  the  noble  marquis,  but 
should  confine  himself  to  that  one  which 
related  to  his  acceptance  of  the  office  he  had 
now  the  honour  to  hold. — I  accepted  it 
(said  his  lordship)  because  I  was  convinced, 
by  the  opinions  of  those  whom  I  respect, 
that  by  so  doing  I  might  humbly  ana  ho- 
nourably serve  lus  majesty  at  a  time  when 
the  services  of  his  subjects  were  more  espe- 
cially required;  How  long  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  the  office  which  I  now  oocu* 
py,  depends  on  bis  majesty,  and  on  my 
conriction  that  I  can  serve  him  usefully 
EdieisrB]^    But,  be  that^OBtmuance-Ionger 
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Appeals.  Tbh  aiTAQgetnent  woald  give 
him  four  days  for  the  court  of  Chancery — 
a  period  vmich,  he  trusted,  would  t« 
found  sufficient  to  keep  down  the  busi- 
ness of  that  court.  He  must  say,  that  it 
would  not  have  been  just  towuds  hhnsetf 
to  launch  him  at  once  into  the  hearing  of 
all  the  Appeals  now  before  the  House,  and 
to  require  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  dis- 
pose of  aU  the  business  now  in  arrear  in 
&e  court  of  Chancery.  If  their  lordships 
would  grant  him  the  indulgence  which, 
hie  thoudit,  he  might  in  justice  require, 
he  would  pledge  himself,  before  the  next 
session,  to  perfect  a  plan,  with  reference 
to  the  business  of  his  coart,  that  should 
secure  its  performance  regularly,  faith- 
fully, and' accurately  [hear,  hear!].  The 
arrangement  now  proposed  was  merely 
temporary;  and,  notwithstanding  what 
had  been  said  about  lord  Lrverpoof  s  ad- 
ministration, he  might  obsenre,  that  it  had 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  that 
noble  ean^s  approbation. 

The  Earl  of  Ltaaierdale  did  not  object 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  business  itselfJI 
and  did  not  wish  to  throw  the  heavy  duties 
of  the  court  of  Chancery  and  of  this  House 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  lord  Chancellor; 
but  his  objection  was,  that  whoever  might 
be  appointed  to  take  part  in  the  perform- 
ance of  those  duties  sbould  be  enabled  to 
do  so  as  a  member  of  that  House.  He 
was  sure  there  was  none  more  capable,  in 
every  respect,  than  the  learned  individual 
whose  commissian  had  been  now  read ; 
but  he  objected  to  the  anomaly  of  appoint- 
ing^ an  individual  to  try  appeal  cases  there 
— an  employment  of  the  highest  confidence 
— ^when  that  individual,  after  having  formed 
his  judgment,  must  propose  it  to  a  peer 
before  it  could  be  received  by  the  House. 

Lord  HoUand  said,  that,  as  a  member  of 
that  House,  he  must  object  to  noble 
lordf  using  expressions,  which  seemed  to 
eoni^  the  idea,  that  the  learned  law  lord^ 
sat  in  that  House  to  try  and  decide  ap- 
peals. The  riefat  to  try  and  decide  ap- 
peals was  not  limited  to  any  one  none 
lord,  or  to  any  particular  peers  in  pre- 
ference to  the  rest ;  but  resided  in  every 
member  of  that  House  equally.  They 
were  all  '^ peers;"  and  that  one  word 
showed  that  they  were  all  equal.  It  was 
the  duty  of  every  man  in  that  House,  as  a 
lord  of  Parliamenti  to  sit  and  insist  in  the 
hearing  of  appeals.  If  the  deputr  Speaker 
OTthelord  Keeper  was,  as  by  the  consti- 
tution of  that  House  he  might  be,  a  com- 
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moner,  sfaoiiM  the  khig  choose  to  M^dfibt 
such  a  person  to  that  oflice,  he  woald  only 
sit  there  to  assist  the  House,  and  he  wonld 
be  bound  to  giye  the  House  such  oprnkms 
as  the  House  might  exact  froashitt.    That 
there  had  been  a  change  m  tbeeooslita- 
tion  of  that  House,  with  regaid  (o  die 
hearing  of  appeids,  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge; but  it  WS0  a  change  eActed 
by  no  o&er  power  than  a  majority  of  th«t 
House,  and  not  only  so,  but  at  Ae  express 
recommendatioa  of  the  noble  earl.    Whea 
that  alteration  was  first  intredueed  to  the 
House,  he  (lord  H.)  had  warned  them  of 
the  inconvenience  of  it ;  as  it  seemed  to 
him  it  would  introduce  Uie  pracfiee  of  de^ 
ciding  Appeatls  by  some  individoal  mem- 
bers, and  not  by  the  whole  Rouse.    Tbe 
lord  Keeper,  the  Speaker,  and  the  depntj 
Speaker  of  that  House  aiight  be  com* 
moners,  and  they  would  then  onlvgive 
their  assistance  to  the  Houii^  not  to  aeeide 
the  Appeals  brought  before  them.    Even 
the  lord  ChanceHor  himself,   though  a 
peer,  did  not  possess  any  additk»ial  power, 
as  lord  Chancellor,  in  the  decision  of  soh 
peals ;  and  when  he  spoke  upon*  any  am^ 
ject  under  discussion,  he  was  obliged  to 
quit  i^is  seat,  and  to  speak  only  as  a  peer, 
though  he  took,  at  the  head  of  the  duke's 
bench,  that  high  rank  to  which  he  was 
entitled  by  the  dignity  of  his  eflice.     If 
the  deputy  Speaker  was  Mtting,  and  tfie 
lord  Uhancellor  came  in,  he  must  also 
take  that  seat  as  the  first  peer  in  rank. 
These  were  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  he 
was  sony  that  they  seemed  to  Imve  been 
forgotten.    It  was  not  because  they  bad 
the  satisfaction  of  bavins  some  leaned 
law  lords  among;  them,  diat  expresMonit 
were  to  be  used,  calculated  to  mislead  the 
people,  and  to  make  them  imagme  that 
those  learned  lords,  and  not  the  whole 
House,  sat  to  decide  appeals. 
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CATRotic  Emakcipatiok  —  Wxw 
Abmikistratiok.]  Mr.  AT.  FlizgeriM 
begged  leaveto  withdrew  his  notice  of  mo^ 
tion  which  stood  for  to-monow,  fbr'^te- 
commendiag  that  the  House  of  Coramoos 
diall  take  sndi  course  as  may  be  beat 
calcukted  to  realise  the  policy  in  which 
the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Irehnd 
was  recommended  to  the  Lmslatuiasof 
both'"- '~^r  -^ 
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The  Sjp&aker  asked,  to  what  day  the 
right  hon.  member  meant  to  postpone  it  ? 

Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald  replied,    that  he 
meant  to  withdraw  the  notice  altogether. 

The  Marquis  of  Chandoi  begged  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  Sie  declara- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  member  when  he 
originally  gave  the  notice  in  question, 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessaij  that  some 
measure  should  be  adopted  mimediately 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tranquillity 
to  Ireland.  Having  changed  his  seat, 
with  his  seat,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  changed  his  opinions ;  but 
perhaps  it  might  be  as  well  if  he  would  as- 
sign his  reasons  for  withdrawing  a  notice 
given  under  the  circumstances  just  men- 
tioned. It  seemed,  that  now  certain  ho- 
nourable members  had  gone  over  to  the 
other  side,  they  were  not  allowed  the  same 
free  exercise  of  their  judgments  which 
they  formerly  possessed ;  and  he  was  In- 
clined to  think,  that  Uiis  vras  the  true 
cause  why  the  notice  was  not  merely  post- 
Ironed,  but  entirely  abandoned.  He  hoped 
that  other  gentlemen  would  not  desert 
their  princifNes  as  well  as  the  side  of  the 
House  they  had  formeriy  favoured  with 
their  presence,  and  thus  teach  the  country, 
which  once  admired  the  character  of  ah 
English  Whig,  to  look  upon  it  as  disgraced 
and  degraded. 

Mr.  M,  Fitzgerald  said,  he  should  be 
most  anxious,  if  the  forms  of  the  House 
permitted  him,  to  offer  some  remarks  upon 
vrhat  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord.  He 
presumed  that  in  bringing  forward  his  mo- 
tion, or  in  abandonmg  it,  he  was  at  liberty 
to  exercise  his  own  discretion,  and  was  re- 
qionsible  to  no  person.  If,  however,  he 
was  less  responsible  to  any  persons  than  to 
others,  it  was  to  the  deciaed  and  unquali- 
fied enemies  of  the  claims  of  those,  for 
whose  interest  he  professed  to  act. 

Sir  T.  Lethhridge  rose  to  order.  The 
right  hon.  member,  he  said,  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  withdraw  his  motion  with- 
out giving  any  explanation  of  his  motives 
for  dfoine  so.  There  was  now  no  question 
before  the  House,  and  any  further  con-r 
versation  would  be  irregular. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
member  was  unquestionably  out  of  order ; 
but  he  ought  to  have  caUed  the  noble 
lord  to  order  in  the  first  iAstance.  His 
attention,  however,  was  occupied  at  the 
time,  by  some  questiens  proposed  by  mem- 
bars  near  the  chair,  and  he  did  not  hear 
what  was  passing.  The  flouse,  perhaps, 
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would  permit  him  to  express  his  regret 
that  the  hon.  baronet  had  not  detected  the 
disorderly  proceeding,  until  one  side  had 
been  heard.  He  had  to  entreat,  that,  if 
he  was  expected  strictly  and  rigidly  to 
carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  the 
House,  gentlemen  would  not  be  offended 
if  he  refused  his  attention  to  those  who 
beset  him  with  questions,  whibt  business 
was  going  forward.  ' 

Lord  Belgrave  presented  a  petition  from  ^ 
Chester,  against  the  Catholic  claims.  The 
noble  lord  observed,  that  the  granting  of 
emancipation  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  the 
most  effectual  means  of  diminishing  the 
influence  of  the  Pope  in  this  empire ;  but 
he  hoped  that  ministers  would  not  bring 
the  question  forward,  until  the  time  was 
favourable  for  its  discussion. 

Sir  H.  Hardinge, — I  rise  to  take  this  oc- 
casion of  remarking  on  what  occurred  a 
few  minutes  ago.  I  perceive  that  the  Ca« 
tholic  question  is  to  be  sacrificed  to  a  poli- 
tical object.  We  have  recently  had  re- 
peated instances  of  the  abandonment  of 
motions  relating  to  Ireland,  of  which  notice 
had  been  given  by  hon.  members,  who  used 
to  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House.  They 
have  been  postponed  sine  die ;  so  that  Ca- 
tholic emancipation  is  not,  as  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet (sir  Francis  Burdett)  observed,  the 
sine  qua  non  question,  but  the  sine  die  ques- 
tion ;  for  now  we  find  it  is  never  to  be 
brought  forward .  I  have  always  voted  for 
the  Catholic  claims,  and  I  always  shall  vote 
for  them ;  but  I  must  almost  despair  of  an 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  if  I  find  the  warmest 
friends  of  the  measure  in  March  declaring, 
that  nothing  but  repeated  discussion  can 
procure  success,  and  in  May  that  success 
depends  upon  its  not  being  discussed  at 
all.  This  IS  a  contradiction  I  do  not  know 
how  to  reconcile ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  to 
hear  any  hon.  gentleman  make  the  attempt. 
On  the  6th  March — the  very  last  occasion 
on  which  the  claims  were  discussed — I 
heard  the  right  hon;  gentleman,  not  now 
in  his  place,  state,  that  if  there  was  a 
chance  of  success  for  the  Catholics,  it 
was  to  be  obtained  by  repeated  discussion 
only.  Now,  we  hear  nothing  but  of  a 
perfect  abandonment  of  the  Catholics  and 
their  just  rights ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  ask, 
what  has  happened  between  Manch  and 
May  to  produce  this  strange  and  sudden 
alteration  ?  Net  two  months  ago,  one  of 
the  present  ministers  of  the  Crown  asserted, 
that  the  Irish  people  were  kept' in  a  state 
of  persecution  and  oppression ;  and  is  it 
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.£t,  let  me  ask,  that  he,  after  nieh  a  de- 
claration, ^KHdd  refuse  to  bring  f orwaid  a 
motion  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish  people 
iron  such  a  conditioA  ^  What  has  passed 
4o-night  is  virtually  a  complete  abandon* 
ment  of  their  claims*  Why  hon.  members 
mho  formerly  opposed  the  right  koa.  gen* 
tleman  shoald  sow  attach  themselves  to 
his  fortunes,  God  only  knows ;  but  the 
fact  is  so.  They  ha][^n  to  agree  with 
die  right  hop.  gentleman  on  one  question, 
mad  on  only  one — Emancipation;  they 
disagree  widh  him  on  every  other,  and 
especially  upon  padiameatary  reform ;  and 
yet  they  join  him  with  as  much  eagerness, 
as  if  there  were  not  a  single  point  of  differ- 
ence between  them.  1  now  see  an  hon. 
gentleman  enter  the  House,  who  ha^  been 
spoken  of  publicly  as  the  future  judge-ad- 
•▼ocate ;  and  1  assert  of  him,  that  for  eleven 

J  rears  he  has  been  constantly  opposing  a 
ine  of  policy  which  he  now  comes  to  sup- 
port.    It  is  impossible  ttiat  such  a  state  of 
things  shoukl  fo&  permanent,  and  it  is  said, 
that  the  present  gov^ameat  is  only  pro- 
Tisional ;  but,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  pro- 
visional, .  it  is  quite  -evident,  that  for  some 
purpose,  of  which  we  are  not  informed,  the 
eause  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  to  be 
abandoned.     In  good  faith,  in  common 
consistency,  in  common  decency,  I  call 
upon  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  bring 
forward  this  question,    l^eir  own  charac- 
ter, their  character  in  the  country,  requires 
that  they  should  ei{4aia  their  motives.    I 
know  that  no  hon.  member  need  answer 
the  question,  if  he  does  not  choose  it ;  but 
if  he  at  all  wishes  to  stand  well  with  the 
people  at  large,  he  must  answer  it,  and 
must  answer  it  satisfactorily;   lor  their 
good  sense  will  not  be  put  off  with  idle 
excuses.     There  is  som^ing  suspicions, 
something  monatrous,  in  this  union ;  and 
it  ought  to  be  explained  for  die  sake  of 
consistency,  and  not  because  I  or  any 
•dier  member  ask  the  question.     I  just 
perceive  the  hon.  and  learned  member  for 
Winchebea  (Mr.  Brougham)  entering  the 
House ;  and  what  did  he  state  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  CathoUc  claims  ?    On  the  firat 
occasion  when  it  was  mooted  in  this  House, 
after  the  right  hon.  gentleman  came  into 
office,  he  declared,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  been  guilty  of  a  monstioui 

Siece  of  political  teigiversatioo  and  truck- 
ng,  in  dtiet  to  obtain  his  obiect«  This 
was  in  the  year  1833 ;  and  the  raply  of 
tha  right  hon.  gentleman  was  most  ener- 
gelk.    I  do  not  wiah  to  vepeat  the  words 
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I  vsed,  and  to  revtre  un^Aeasaat  fadings  and 
I  agitation ;  but  the  statement  of  the  liiio. 
!  and  learned  gentleman  was,  that  the  right 
;  hon.  gentleman,  now  liis  right  hon.  hiem4, 
'  had  given  a  monstrous  specimen  of  trmck- 
I  ling  to  get  into  olBoe.     He  at  that 
I  blamed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for 
'  cepting  office  upon  such  t^nns ;  yet 
he  has  done  exactly  the  same  thing  hinmfilf  . 
I  He  has  made  some  stipulation  or  oAmt, 
that   the  Catholic  claims  shall  not    be 
brought  forward;  because  it  seems  it  is 
not  found  so  casj  to  ovevoome  the  diffieultj 
of  the  Coronation  Oath.    Fonaeriy,  tke 
Catholie  claims  were  to  be  obtained  hy 
repeated  discussions;  and  now,  hecaose 
they  are  found  objectioacMe  in  a  ceitaiaL 
qaaiter,  they  are  never  to  be  discossed  nit 
all.     I  believe  &e  right  hon.  geodemam 
has  found  this  out,  awi  that  he  Vias  bow 
pledged  himself  to  a  particatar  line  of 
policy.    I  say,  then,  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics have  been  sacrificed  to  the  desire 
of  office,  and  that  enough  has  already  beea 
done  to  alann  the  Protestants  and  to  d^ 
oetve  the  Catholics  [cheers]. 

Mr.  ilf.  FitMerM.—lht  House  wiH 
perceive,  that  I  lent  myself  uawillingij  to 
the  interruption  of  the  vegalar  course  of 
ita  proceedings.     If  any  hon.  gentleman 
had  asked  me,  in  courtesy,  out  of  the 
House,  on  what  grounds  I  abandoned  my 
BX)tio«,  I  should  have  told  him,  with  the 
atmost  {Measure ;  and  I  hare  now  no  ob- 
jection to  state  them  in  a  few  words.     My 
reason  for  withdrawing  my  motion  on  die 
measures  expected  to  arise  out  of  the  unioa 
with  Ireland  (which  motion  I  avow  was  in- 
tended to  comprriiend  the  whole  Catholic 
question)  was  eiroplv  this — because  I  con- 
sider it  would  be  injurious  to  the  Catholic 
cause  to  bring  it  forward.     That  t  hold  to 
be  a  suffici^it  motive ;  and  if  I  wanted  any 
confirmation  of  its  sufficiency,  I  find  it  in 
the  approbation  of  the  Catholic  body.    At 
the  largest  aggregate  meeting,  represeatiog 
the  feeling  of  the  Catholic  nobility,  cleigy. 
gentry,  and  the  publie,  perhaps  cter  bdd, 
there  was  found  only  one  indivklaal  la 
ebyect  to  the  proposition,  diat  the  disena* 
sion  of  the  claims  should,  for  the  present, 
be  avokled.    That  is  my  justificatk>n,  and 
an  imperative  consideration  with  me,  why 
I  sh(mki  not  bring  on  my  motkm.    TImA 
decision  I  consider  oompletely  controSiiip 
my  opinion  upon  the  suWect ;  and  no  p«^ 
son  professing  seal  hi  the  canse  eaa,  m 
oommoa  sense,  desire  at  this  moment  to 
paam  It  forwaid.    I  leave  i^  than,  for 
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^ho'profett  firienclAhip  for  the  cause,  and 
who  arraign  the  inconsistency  of  others, 
to  aceount  for  their  own  consistency,  in 
placing  themselves  in  the  ranks  or  its 
implacable  enemies.  Is  it  supposed  that 
there  is  any  mystery  or  collusion  on  our 
part?  We  avow  our  feelings  upon  the 
subiect  most  openly  and  unreservedly  : 
and,  were  it  not  an  unreasonable  inter« 
niption  of  public  business,  I  should  not 
liesitate  to  state  them  at  greater  length. 
•It  strikes  me,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
ungenerous  or  injurious,  than  now  to  bring 
on  a  premature  discussion ;  and,  in  giving 
this  opinion,  I  speak  the  general  sentiments 
of  the  Catholic  body.  Although  such 
would  be  my  answer,  if  required  in  courtesy, 
I  deny  the  right  of  the  noble  lord,  or  any 
ether  man,  whether  sitting  on  this  side  of 
the  House  or  on  that,  to  require  me  pub- 
licly to  give  the  explanation.  I  deny  it 
on  parliamentary  grounds ;  and  if  he  pre- 
sume to  question  my  motives,  give  me 
leave  to  say  that  I  deny  it  on  other  grounds. 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  I  have 
not  just  as  good  a  right  to  ask  the  noble 
lord  why  he  has  placed  himself  on  that 
aide  of  the  House,  as  he  has  to  demand 
of  me  why  I  sit  on  this  ?  Why  does  he 
range  himself  with  the  Opposition  of  that 
government  which  he  formerly  so  strenu- 
ously supported  ?  Let  me  tell  the  noble 
lord,  that  I  stand  here,  because  I  wish  to 
lend  my  support  to  that  party  which  is 
most  adverse  to  the  sentiments  he  expresses. 
I  cannot  conceive  a  more  imperious  public 
duty,  than  to  resist  that  cabal  to  which 
the  noble  lord  belongs.  I  stand  here, 
further,  to  give  my  humble  aid  to  an  ad- 
ministration which,  however  embarrassed 
by  faction,  I  do  believe,'  contemplates  the 

rmeral  welfare  of  the  empire.  Above  all, 
give  it  my  support,  because  I  feel  con- 
vinced, that  its  real  object  is,  to  promote 
the  happiness  of  my  own  country — the 
dearest  object  of  my  affection,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  oe  mean  and  con- 
temptible, by  pursuing  a  middle  course, 
to  withhold  aupport  mm  those  who,  in 
times  of  difficuky,  undertake  the  arduous 
«ituatk>n  of  ministers  of  the  Crown.  I 
object  to  the  extremely  modem  course  of 
perverting  every  question  into  an  attadc 
upon  minitters ;  and  I  think  it  ought  never 
to  be  permitted  without  an  attempt  to 
repel  it.  As  fiir  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
chaUenge  any  man  to  impute  improper 
i&ottves  to  my  conduct  during  the  twenty 
yean  I  have  been  in  public  life ;  and  I 


repel  any  insinuation  that  may  be  thrown 
out  against  it,  either  by  the  noble  lord  or 
others,  be  they  who  they  may. 

Lord  Hotham  said,  he  haa  never  given 
a  vote  on  the  Catholic  claims,  or  on  any 
other  question,  as  a  mere  party  question ; 
but  he  rose  now,  to  declare,  that,  after  all 
he  had  heard  and  witnessed  in  that  House, 
since  the  change  which  had  been  effected 
in  the  government,  he  had  fully  made  up 
his  mind  to  give  his  support  to  those 
gentlemen  who  had  lately  been  called  to 
office  by  his  majesty.    He  felt  unfeigned 
respect,  at  the  same  time,  for  those  mem- 
bers of  the  late  administration  who  had 
gone  out,  and  regretted,  that  in  any  allu- 
sions to  them  the  word  conspiracy,  how 
casually  soever,  or  with  whatever  qualifica- 
tions, had  been  made  use  of.     But,  would 
any  body  who  observed  the  course  which 
the  business  of  tendering  in  their  resigna- 
tions had  taken  get  up  in  his  place  and 
say,  that  there  had  not  been,  at  least,  a 
previous  tacit  understanding  between  those 
noble  persons,  as  to  the  conduct  which 
should  be  adopted  by  them  on  a  recent 
occasion?  Could  any  plain,  straightforward 
man  really  doubt  that,  between  the  period 
of  thatcalamity  which  deprived  the  country 
of  the  services  of  lord  Liverpool,  and  the 
period  of  their  finally  retiring  from  office, 
those  distinguished  individuals  had  acted 
together,  and  in  concert ;  and  that  their 
ultimate  object  all  along  had  been,  if  not 
to  compel  his  majesty  to  revoke  the  nomi- 
nati<>a  he  had  made  of  a  prime  minister, 
yet  to  deprive  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
of  all    the    most   essential   elements,   if 
possible,  of  the  new  government,  which  he 
was  instructed  to  organize  ?     In  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  whose  secession  from  office 
was  so  much  a  subject  of  regret  on  all  sides 
of  the  House — ^the  late  Home  Secretary — 
he,  for  one,  had  ^eat  confidence ;  but,  83 
a  person  qualified  to  fill  the  eminent  post 
of^head  of  the  administration,  he  had  still 
more  confidence  in  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite.     He  would  only  add,  that 
that  confidence  had  been  much  increased 
by  seeing  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  the  support  of  several  hon.  and  very 
eminent  individuals,  who  in  times  gone  by, 
had  fought  in  the  good  old  cause  of  public 
liberty,  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
voting  from  the  opposition  benches.    He 
saw  nothing  incongruous  in  this,  at  such  a 
time  as  the  present,  when  party  differences 
had  been  almost  extinguished ;  and  it  was 
surely  highly  conducive  to  the  best  inter- 
U  2 
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hon.  gentleman,  now  kii  rigbt  kon. 
liad  given  a  monstKNU  speounea  of  tmck- 
liog  to  g€it  into  office.     He  «l  Aai 
blamed  the  rigbt  hon.  gentleman  for 


4fit,  let  me  ask,  that  lie,  after  rach  a  de-  :  used*  and  to  revtre  na^loasBat  feciinga  and 
•«laration,  should  refuse  to  bring  forward  a  |  agitation ;  but  the  gtaUwcot  of  the  liQai. 
motion  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish  people  i  and  learned  gentleinan  vas,  that  the  right 
irom  such  a  condition  ?    What  has  passed 
te-night  is  virtually  a  comj^ete  abandon- 
ment of  their  claims.    Why  hon.  members 
arho  formerly  opposed  the  right  kon.  gen- 
tleman ahoald  now  attach  themsdves  to  !  ^epting  office  upon  such  t^noa ;  yat 
ius  fortunes,  Clod  only  knows;  but  the   he  has  done  exacdy  the  same  thing  famMelf. 
fact  is  so.    They  happen  to  agree  with  I  He  has  made  some  afipulation  or  ottMr, 
die  right  hon.  gentleman  on  one  question,    that   the  Catholic  chums  shall  ixA    be 
and  on  only  one — Emancipation;   they 
disagree  vilii  him  on  every  other,  and 

especially  upon  parliamentary  reform ;  and   of  the  Covonatk>n  Oath.     Fonnerij,  tke 
yet  they  iom  him  with  as  much  eagerness,    Catholie  claims  were  to  be  obfesinod  by 


brought  forward;  because  it  eeena  it  is 
not  found  so  easy  to  ovevcome  tke  difieulty 


as  if  there  were  not  a  gingle  point  of  differ- 
enoe  between  diem.  1  now  see  an  hon. 
gentleman  enter  the  House,  who  baa  been 
spoken  of  publicly  as  the  future  judge-ad- 
•vocate ;  and  1  assert  of  him,  that  for  eleven 

J  rears  he  has  been  constantly  opposing  a 
ine  of  policy  which  he  now  comes  to  sup-  \ 
port.     It  is  impossiUe  tliat  such  a  state  of 
things  should  be  permanent,  and  it  is  said, 
tiiat  ^  present  government  is  only  pro- 
Tisional ;  but,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  pro- 
visional, it  is  quite  evident,  that  for  some 
purpose,  of  which  we  are  not  informed,  the 
cause  of  the  Roman  Catholics  is  to  be 
abandoned.     In  good  faith,  in  common 
consistency,  in  common  decency,  I  call 
upon  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  bring 
forward  this  question.    Their  own  charac- 
ter, their  character  in  the  country,  requires 
that  they  should  explain  their  motives.    I 
know  that  no  hon.  member  need  answer 
the  question,  if  he  does  not  choose  it ;  but 
if  he  at  all  wishes  to  stand  well  with  the 
people  at  large,  he  must  answer  it,  and 
must  answer  it  satisfactorily;   for  their 
good  sense  will  not  be  put  off  witk  idle 
excuses.     There  is  something  suspicions, 
something  monstrous,  in  this  union  ;  and 
it  ought  to  be  explained  for  the  sake  of 
consistency,  and  not  because  I  or  any 
other  member  ask  the  question.     I  just 
perceive  the  hon.  and  learned  member  for 
Wincheisea  (Mr.  Brougham)  entering  the 
House ;  and  what  did  he  state  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Catholic  claims  ?    On  the  iii^ 
occasion  when  it  was  mooted  in  this  House, 
after  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman  eame  into 
office,  he  declared,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  been  gntlly  of  a  monstrous 

giece  of  political  tergiversation  and  truck- 
ng,  in  order  to  obtain  his  object.  This 
was  in  the  year  1823 ;  and  the  leply  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  moat  ener- 
gfi^*    1 4o  not  widi  to  vepeat  Ike  wordf 


repeated  discussions;  and  now,  hecanse 
they  are  found  objectionahle  in  a  ceitaiat 
quarter,  they  are  never  to  be  diKossed  aUt 
all.  I  believe  &e  right  hon.  gendemam 
has  found  this  out,  and  that  he  has  wow 
pledged  himself  to  a  particotar  line  of 
policy.  I  say,  then,  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics have  been  sacrificed  to  tke  desire 
of  office,  and  that  enough  has  already  bee& 
done  to  alarm  the  Protestants  and  to  de- 
ceive the  Catholics  [cheers]. 

Mr.  M.  FitMerald.^Tha  House  wiH 
perceive,  that  I  lent  myself  uawiflingly  to 
the  interruption  of  the  leguJar  course  of 
its  proceedrags.     If  any  hon.  gentleman 
had  asked  me,  in  courtes^f,  out  of  tite 
House,  on  what  grounds  I  abandoned  my 
motion,  I  should  have  told  kkn,  with  the 
utaaost  pleasure ;  and  I  hajre  now  no  ob- 
jection to  state  them  in  a  few  words.     My 
reason  for  withdrawing  my  asotion  on  the 
measures  expected  to  arise  out  of  the  union 
with  Ireland  (which  motion  I  avow  was  io- 
teaded  to  ccnaprehend  the  whole  CMiiolIc 
question)  was  simply  this — because  I  co«- 
tkler  it  woukl  be  mjurious  to  the  Catholic 
cause  to  bring  it  forward.     That  I  hold  to 
be  a  sufficient  motive ;  and  if  I  wanted  any 
confirmation  of  its  sufficiency,  I  find  it  m 
^  approbation  of  the  Catholic  body.     At 
the  lai^;est  aggregate  meeting,  representing 
the  feeling  of  the  Catholic  nobdity,  cleicy^ 
gentry,  and  the  nubiic,  perhaps  ever  hM^ 
there  was  found  only  one  indivkind  to 
ebjoct  to  the  proposition,  diat  the  diaeus- 
sion  of  the  claims  should,  for  the  present, 
be  avoided.    That  is  my  justtficaiMn,  and 
an  iAiperative  consideratian  with  me,  wliy 
I  should  not  bring  on  my  motkm.    IWi 
deeisiM  I  consider  oompietcly  contiolitt|f 
my  opinfon  upon  Ae  sumect ;  and  no  far* 
son  professing  aeal  hi  ue  came  eaB»  m 
common  sense,  desire  at  this  moment  tn 
pram  fit  forwaid.    I  leata  i^  then,  to 
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"Who' profess  friendship  for  the  cause,  and 
irho  arraign  the  inconsistency  of  others, 
to  account  for  their  own  consistency,  in 
placing  themselves  in  the  ranks  of  its 
implacable  enemies.  Is  it  supposed  that 
there  is  any  mystery  or  collusion  on  our 
part?  We  avow  our  feelings  upon  the 
subject  most  openly  and  unreservedly  : 
ana,  were  it  not  an  unreasonable  inter* 
ruption  of  public  business,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  state  them  at  greater  length. 
^t  strikes  me,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
ungenerous  or  injurious,  than  now  to  bring 
en  a  premature  discussion ;  and,  in  giving 
this  opinion,  I  speak  the  general  sentiments 
of  the  Cathohc  body.  Although  such 
irould  be  my  answer,  if  required  in  courtesy, 
I  deny  the  right  of  the  noble  lord,  or  any 
ether  man,  whether  sitting  on  this  side  of 
the  House  or  on  that,  to  require  me  pub- 
licly to  give  the  explanation.  I  deny  it 
on  parliamentary  grounds ;  and  if  he  pre- 
sume to  question  my  motives,  give  me 
leave  to  say  that  I  deny  it  on  other  grounds. 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  I  have 
not  just  as  good  a  right  to  ask  the  noble 
lord  why  he  has  placed  himself  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  as  he  has  to  demand 
of  me  why  I  sit  on  this?  Why  does  he 
range  himself  with  the  Opposition  of  that 
government  which  he  formerly  so  strenu- 
ously supported  ?  Let  me  tell  the  noble 
lord,  that  I  stand  here,  because  I  wish  to 
lend  my  support  to  that  party  which  is 
most  adverse  to  the  sentiments  he  expresses. 
I  cannot  conceive  a  more  imperious  public 
duty,  than  to  resist  that  cabal  to  which 
the  noble  lord  belongs.  I  stand  here, 
further,  to  give  my  humble  aid  to  an  ad- 
ministration which,  however  embarrassed 
by  faction,  I  do  believe,'  contemplates  the 

rmeral  welfare  of  the  empire.  Above  all, 
give  it  my  support,  because  I  feel  con- 
vinced, that  its  real  object  is,  to  promote 
the  happiness  of  my  own  country — the 
dearest  object  of  my  afiection.  In  my 
opinion,  it  would  oe  mean  and  con- 
temptible, by  pursuing  a  middle  course, 
to  withhold  support  from  those  who,  in 
times  of  difficulty,  undertake  Uie  arduous 
situation  of  ministers  of  the  Crown.  I 
object  to  the  extremely  modem  course  of 
pervertmg  every  question  into  an  attack 
upon  ministers ;  and  I  think  it  ought  never 
to  be  permitted  without  an  attempt  to 
repel  it.  As  fiir  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
challenge  any  man  to  impute  improper 
inotives  to  my  conduct  during  the  twenty 
yetrs  I  bave  been  in  public  life ;  and  I 


repel  any  insinuation  that  may  be  thrown 
out  against  it,  either  by  the  noble  lord  or 
others,  be  they  who  they  may. 

Lord  Hotham  said,  he  had  never  given 
a  vote  on  the  Catholic  cliums,  or  on  any 
other  question,  as  a  mere  party  question  ; 
but  he  rose  now,  to  declare,  that,  after  all 
he  had  heard  and  witnessed  in  that  House, 
since  the  change  which  had  been  effected 
in  the  government,  he  had  fully  made  up 
his  mind  to  give  his  support  to  those 
gentlemen  who  had  lately  been  called  to 
office  by  his  majesty.    He  felt  unfeigned 
respect,  at  the  same  time,  for  those  mem- 
bers of  the  late  administration  who  had 
gone  out,  and  regretted,  that  in  any  allu- 
sions to  them  the  word  conspiracy,  how 
casually  soever,  or  with  whatever  qualifica- 
tions, had  been  made  use  of.     But,  would 
any  body  who  observed  the  course  which 
the  business  of  tendering  in  their  resigna- 
tions had  taken  get  up  in  his  place  and 
say,  that  there  had  not  been,  at  least,  a 
previous  tacit  understanding  between  those 
noble  persons,  as  to  the  conduct  which 
should  be  adopted  by  them  on  a  recent 
occasion  ?  Could  any  plain,  straightforward 
man  really  doubt  that,  between  the  period 
of  thatcalamity  which  deprived  the  country 
of  the  services  of  lord  Liverpool,  and  the 
period  of  their  finally  retiring  from  office, 
those  distinguished  individuals  had  acted 
together,  and  in  concert ;  and  that  their 
ultimate  object  all  along  had  been,  if  not 
to  compel  his  majesty  to  revoke  the  nomi- 
na^ioa  he  had  made  of  a  prime  minister, 
yet  to  deprive  that  right  non.  gentleman 
of  all    the    most   essential   elements,  if 
possible,  of  the  new  government,  which  he 
was  instructed  to  organize  ?     In  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  whose  secession  from  office 
was  so  much  a  subject  of  regret  on  all  sides 
of  the  House — ^the  late  Home  Secretary — 
he,  for  one,  had  great  confidence;  but,  a3 
a  person  qualified  to  fill  the  eminent  post 
ofnead  of  the  administration,  he  had  still 
more  confidence  in  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite.     He  would  only  add,  that 
that  confidence  had  been  much  increased 
by  seeing  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  the  support  of  several  hon.  and  very 
eminent  individuals,  who  in  times  gone  by, 
had  fought  in  the  good  old  cause  of  public 
liberty,  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
voting  from  the  opposition  benches.    He 
saw  nothing  incongruous  in  this,  at  such  a 
time  as  the  present,  when  party  differences 
had  been  almost  extinguished ;  and  it  was 
surely  highly  conducive  to  the  best  inter- 
U2 
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ests  of  the  country^  more  especially  in  iU 
present  situation,  that  the  ablest  men  in 
that  House  should  work  together  for  its 
welfare.  With  respect  to  the  Catholics, 
it  was  better  to  let  the  subject  alone,  until 
they  themselves  should  mink  proper  to 
come  forward  in  their  own  course ;  and 
upon  that,  and  upon  every  other  occasion, 
he  was  persuaded  that  it  would  appear 
that  none  of  the  advocates  of  liberty  nad 
abandoned  their  principles. 

Lord  Altkorp  said : — I  feel,  Sir,  that  I 
should  not  be  doing  my  duty,  if  1  did  not 
rise  on  this  occasion,  to  express  my 
opinions  on  the  mattlers  which  have  been 
so  much  alluded  to  in  the,  discussion. 
When  I  first  saw  the  list  of  the  gentle- 
men, of  whom  his  majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  form  his  new  government,  I 
confess  it  was  my  wish,  as  it  was  certainly 
my  expectation,  that  I  might  be  able, 
generally,  to  support  them.  That  wish, 
and  that  expectation,  have  been  very  much 
increased  and  fortified,  by  the  discussions 
that  have  subsequently  taken  place  in 
parliament.  Some  doubts  might,  in  the 
first  instance,  have  suggested  themselves 
to  my  mind,  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
junction  which  has  been  effected  between 
the  new  government  and  some  of  the  hon. 
friends  with  whom  I  have  usually  voted ; 
but  those  doubts,  I  am  bound  to  declare, 
are  entirely  removed.  Indeed,  Sir,  it  is 
impossible  for  us  not  to  see,  that  the  time 
is  now  arrived,  in  which  we  must  choose 
between  a  government  actuated  by  liberal 
and  enlightened  principles,  and  one  of 
Toryism  in  its  most  odious  forms.  Beyond 
all  aoubt,  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  has  been  placed  at  the  head  of  this 
^vemment,  I  differ  widely  on  two  most 
important  questions ;  namely,  Parliament- 
ary Reform,and  the  repeal  of  the  Test  acts. 
I  regret  to  find  that  here  is  an  administra- 
tion with  which,  upon  these  topics,  I  shall 
not  agree;  but  I  should  be  worse  than  a 
madman  if,  on  that  account,  I  should 
either  refuse  to  go  along  with,  or  vote  for 
the  dismissal  of,  a  government,  which,  on 
so  many  other  subjects  I  may  concur  with, 
and  which  it  is  obvious  we  could  not  re* 
place.  Other  grounds,  I  know  there  are, 
upon  which  I  must  anticipate  that  we 
shall  not,  in  some  points,  coincide;  for 
example,  the  Catholic  question.  I  think 
that  that  ought  to  be  brought  forward  as  a 
cabinet  measure,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  so 
introduced,  in  consequence  of  its  vast  im- 
portance ;  and  also  from  the  conviction  ] 
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that  it  can  never  be  brought  forward  ao 
effectually,  as  in  that  shape.  But  beia 
again,  if  I  were  to  vote  against  the  gentle- 
men  opposite,  because  they  decline  to 
discuss  tnis  as  a  cabinet  measure,  I  should 
be  only  displacing  them,  in  order  to  bring- 
others  into  power,  who  would  make  it,  in 
truth,  a  government  question,  but  only  in 
so  far  as  might  regard  their  determination 
never  to  concede  it  [hear.]  It  is  upon 
these  grounds  that  I  shall  give  to  the 
government  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
generally,  my  most  decided  support 

Mr.  A.  Colbome  was  anxious  to  declare 
how  entirely  he  acquiesced  in  all  the  ob- 
servations of  his  noble  friend.  Ho  doubt, 
in  the  arrangements  which  had  been  re- 
cently made,  there  were  some  thinp  which 
required  explanation,  and  which  it  would 
have  been  more  satisfactory  to  the  public 
to  have  found  no  mention  of  at  all.  No 
doubt,  too,  if  the  thing  was  to  be  done, 
"  it  were  well  it  were  done  quickly."  But, 
after  all  deductions  made,  and  after  all 
that  had  been  said  to  the  disparagement 
of  the  new  government,  he  must  acknow- 
ledge, that  most  of  the  individuals  com- 
posing it  possessed  his  entire  confidence ; 
and  this,  his  favourable  impression  of 
them,  had  been  much  strengthened  by  the 
tone  and  tenor  of  recent  debates.  He  had 
no  blame  to  impute  to  those  members  of 
the  late  government  who  had  resigned 
their  situations.  He  did  not  care  with 
what  motives  they  had  taken  that  step :  he 
had  no  doubt  their  reasons  were  very 
sufficient  ones;  and,  at  any  rate,  the 
House  should  recollect  that  they  hsnl 
resigned,  and  were  not  turned  out  A 
word  before  he  sat  down,  as  to  some 
charges  that  he  had  heard  from  the  other 
side  against  the  Whigs;  as  if  the  Whigi 
had  given  their  assistance  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  from  a  desire  of  office.  He, 
himself,  could  not  be  supposed  to  have  any 
object  of  that  kind  in  view ;  and  he  most 
contend,  that,  for  many  years  past,  the 
Whigs  had  acted  in  the  fairest  and  most 
honourable  manner,  in  the  disinterested 
assbtance  which  they  had  occasionally 
rendered  to  ministers.  In  the  present 
instance,  they  had  given  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  a  very  handsome  and  disinter- 
ested supoort.  In  conclusion,  he  must 
be  allowed  to  express  his  regret  at  the 
tone  which  had  pervaded  some  of  their 
discussions  lately.  There  was  a  sort  of 
irritation  in  them,  that  he  was  truly  sorry 
to  observe*    Whether  this  arose  from  a 
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want  of  temper,  or  Irom  repentance  on  the 
part  of  particular  individuals,  he  did  not 
know ;  but  he  must  say,  that  if  it  proceeded 
ftom  their  repentance,  or  from  any  desire 
to  get  back  to  the  position  they  had 
quitted,  those  individuals  were  taking  the 
surest  course  to  defeat  their  own  purpose. 
Lord  Nugent  said,  he  was  not  anxious 
to  prolong  ttke  debate ;  but  wished  to  be 
allowed  to  answer  for  himself,  upon  some 
points  which,  for  the  party  to  which  he 
Delonged,  collectively,  had  been  answered 
before.  Having  during  the  whole  of  his 
pariiamentary  life,  until  lately,  been  in 
opposition,  he  would  explain  the  causes 
which  now  led  to  his  being  seen  in  a 
contrary  situation.  His  opinions  upon 
the  Catholic  question,  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  repeat ;  but  he  was  not  ashamed 
to  declare,  that  in  conformity  with  those 
opinions,  he  had  once  thought  he  never 
eould  give  his  support  to  an  administra- 
tion divided  upon  that  question.  He  had, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
change,  looked  to  the  formation  of  the  new 
cabinet,  and  had  hoped  to  see  it  formed 
united  upon  that  question  ;  but  he  found 
that  he  looked  for  such  a  cabinet  in  vain. 
So  late,  even,  as  on  last  Tuesday  night, 
he  had  intended  in  fact,  in  consequence  of 
what  had  occurred,  to  change  his  seat  in 
that  House;  but  when  he  heard  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  member  for  the 
university,  that  speech  had  shown  him  his 
mistake,  and  pointed  out  to  him  the  line 
of  his  duty.  That  speech  disclosed  to 
him  clearly  what  the  policy  of  the  new 
administration  might  be  expected  to  be : 
that  its  support  might  be  considered  as 
decided  to  that  great  question  of  Catholic 
emancipation,  which,  in  the  emphatic 
words  of  his  right  hon.  friend  near  him, 
he  felt  to  be  a  measure  **  wise  in  the  name 
of  policy,  and  just  in  the  name  of  God.** 
He  felt  that  if  the  present  administration 
was  destroyed,  a  party  would  be  forced 
upon  the  country  in  its  stead,  which  was 
systematically  opposed  to  Catholic  eman- 
cipation, and  to  every  other  principle  of 
liberal  policy  which  was  calculated  to  re- 
dound to  our  advantage,  or  to  our  honour 
as  a  nation.  Under  such  circumstances, 
and  with  such  a  choice,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  hesitate.  The  hon.  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  beaches,  if  they  (questioned 
this  feelmg,  not  only  did  injustice  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  acted  with  him,  but 
betrayed  a  want  of  knowledge  of  them- 
selves.   They  asked,  what  could  be  the 


bond  of  union  between  the  right  hon. 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  parlia- 
mentary reformers?  The  answer  was — 
that  if  they  wanted  that  bond  of  union, 
they  might  find  it  in  themselves.  It  was 
the  hon.  gentlemen  themselves  who  formed 
that  substantive  and  very  sufficient  bond 
of  union,  which  had  fixed  him  and  his 
hon.  friends  to  act  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  The  Whigs  had  been  twitted 
with  the  opinions  of  the  government  which 
they  supported  upon  the  parliamentary 
reform  question,  and  upon  the  repeal  of 
the  Test  act ;  the  last  of  which  questions 
he  regretted  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposed.  When  those  questions  were 
brought  on,  the  House  would  find,  that 
neither  his  opinions  nor  his  conduct  upon 
them  would  be  qualified  or  changed.  He 
should,  as  he  had  always  done,  give  them 
his  warmest  support  In  the  mean  time, 
the  friends  of  the  Catholic  question — ^the 
greatest  question,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
which  was  undecided  in  the  country — had 
every  interest  in  supporting  the  present 
administration;  and  they  were  indebted 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  it,  no  less  for  the  firmness  of  purpose 
than  for  the  loftiness  of  mind,  which  he 
had  displayed  in  its  support.  He  would 
trouble  the  House  no  further  than  by 
declaring,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
should  have  his  support,  as  long — ^to  adopt 
his  own  words,  on  a  preceding  evening — 
as  he  continued  to  deserve  it. 

Mr.  Maherly  said,  he  had  come  down, 
on  Thursday  last,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
deavouring, as  soon  as  he  could,  to  avoid 
those  storms  which  he  saw,  from  the  spirit 
of  the  times,  were  likely  to  arise.  Having 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  financial 
measures  of  that  House,  he  perceived, 
when  the  government  was  re-modelled, 
that  it  might  be  put  to  him,  why,  on  their 
Notice-book,  he  had  no  motions  outstand- 
ing, on  a  variety  of  those  subjects,  the 
discussion  of  which  he  had  always  thought 
so  important  to  the  country  ?  The  expla- 
nation which  he  felt  bound  to  give,  after 
the  taunts  of  a  noble  lord— after  what 
had  been  said  by  a  gaUant  officer — and 
notwithstanding  the  recommendatioa  of 
another  hon.  member — ^he  should  now 
enter  into ;  lest  it  should  be  imagined  that 
he  was  designated,  as  the  hon.  member 
who  had  wilfully  sacrificed  his  principles. 
That  any  hon.  gentleman  had  wilfully 
sacrificed  his  principles,  was  an  accusation 
which  no  difference  of  political  opmioos 
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could  ha?e  indaced  him  to  prefer  against 
any  member  of  that  House ;  but  it  was  a 

3 roach  which  should  not  attach  to  him- 
\   for  the  honourable  individttals    to 
whom  he  had  alluded  should  hear  the 
course  that  he  had  pursued.     He  had,  on 
different  occasions,    brought    under   the 
consideration  of  the  House  the  repeal  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  of  the  Dead  Weight 
act,  and  a  requisition  for  a  committee  to 
examine  into  the  Financiaf  State  of  the 
Country.    He  considered  that  these  mea- 
sures were  equally  necessary  now;   and, 
notwithstanding    any    imputations    that 
might  be  cast  upon  him,  they  were  mea- 
sures which  he  ^ouM  continue  manfully 
to  stand  up  in  his  place  and  advocate. 
He  thought  the  noble  lord  had  now  an 
answer  to  his  charges,  as  far  as  these 
measures  were  concerned ;  and,  from  this 
unqualified  statement  of   his   continued 
adherence  to  them,  he  expected  he  should 
not  be  again  accused  of  having  sacrificed 
his  principles.     But  he  would  not  have  it 
supposed  that,  unless  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman should  meet  his  views  on  ^ese 
questions,  his  own  sentiments  would  suffer 
any  alteration.     If  he  might  venture  to 
ask  so-  much  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
or  rather  to  urge  it  upon  him  as  a  suggest- 
ion, for  he  did  not  look  for  an  answer  lo 
the  proposition — he  would  recommend  to 
him,  most  strongly,  to  grant  a  committee, 
early  in  the  next  session,  to  inquire  into 
the  financial  situation   of   the    country. 
Still,  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  notions 
should  coincide  with  his  on  these  matters, 
he  would  suspend  the  whole    of  these 
measures  for  the  present,  because  he  would 
not  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  exist- 
ing government.     If  the  right  hon.  gcAtle- 
man  would,  next  year,  grant  a  committee 
for  taking  all  these  subjects  into  consider- 
ation, he  would  carry  him  (Mr.  M.)  most 
completely  with  him  on  all  financial  mat- 
ters.    And  if  from  that  committee  hon. 
gentlemen  should  come  out  with  different 
impressions  on  these  questions  from  those 
which  he  anticipated  they  would  entertam, 
he  himself  must  be  bound,  in  justice  and 
honour,  to  acquiesce  in  their  decision. 
He  repeated,  that  he  did  not  now  ask  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  for  an  answer ;  but 
he  felt  satisfied,  that  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  adopt  this  recommenda- 
tion, be  would  unite  in  his  views  a  number 
of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
He  was  sure  that  the  appointment  of  such 
a  coouQsittee  would  be  »  meaauie  vriuck 


CailMMC  AMMctjMffon— 


they  wbttld  oontemplalft  with  tb#  gwnlaat 
satisfaction ;  and  ttom  which  the  oMotry 
at  lange  would  derive  the  greatest  beaafic. 
In  the  eyes  of  the  oounlvy,  thia  wottld 
completely  establish  the  govenoient*    It 
would  be  seen  that  it  pvoceeded  im  the 
most  liberal  and  intelligent  ^Mrk,  mod  tfattk 
it  was  composed  of  elements  so  v^  com- 
bined, that  their  operation  could  not  bathe 
beneficial  to  the  state.    With  legaid  todia 
measures  which  might  be  hereafter  pio- 
posed  by  the  right  hon^  gendeman,  when* 
ever  he  brou^t  forward  such  asshoidfl 
appear  to  him  just  and  proper,  he  shookk 
have  his  cordial  support.    If  any  of  the 
measures  of  the  new  govemmeDt  shooid 
appear  to  him  to  be  of  a  diffBrentchaiaolev, 
he  trusted  that  he  possessed  sufficieat  m- 
dependenoe  as  strenuously  to  oppose  tbeei. 
— He  bqgged  to  add  a  few  words  on  two 
very  important  subjects.      If  any  hoQ» 
gentleman  thought  proper  to  bring  forwaid 
the  question  of  Pariiamentary  IMonn,  he 
would    support   him.      If  any   member 
should  propose  the  repeal  of  the  Test  acta» 
he  would  also  support  him.    But,  if  those 
questions  should  appear  to  be  propounded 
for  the  puipose  of  embarraaing  the  oper^* 
tiotts  of  the  government,  or  of  sowing 
discord  in  the  countiv,  he  would,  without 
hesitation,  vote  for  the  previous  qtettkmi 
or,  -if  necessary,  even  meet  diem  by  li 
direct  negative.    And  this  he  would  do^ 
because  he  thought  that  the  piesent  admi- 
nistration comfMrised  such  elements  at  had 
hanMy  ever  before  belonged  to  a  govern- 
ment in  this  country.     Itcombined  almost 
I  all  the  talent  in  the  kingdom ;  that  was  to 
I  say,  all  that  was  left  of  the  old  mtnistr^ 
;  and  all  that  was  acquired  in  the  new  mens* 
!  here.     It  moreover  combined  aH  the  die-, 
cretion  tjnit  was  left  of  the  former  gofewH* 
ment ;  and  discretion  was  a  considerstiont 
next  in  importance  to  talent  alone.    For 
his  own  part,  he  foimd  himself  placed  in 
this  dilemma — was  he  to  ioin  those  gondii 
men  or  not  ?    If  not,  with  whom  was  be 
to  combine?     He  was  scarcely  like  H^ 
meet  with  more  liberality,  and  certain  at 
not  finding  more  talent,  in  their  oppoaenlBL 
With  regard  to  the  psesent  govcranwel^ 
the  opposition  to  it  seemed  to  him  a  Im>* 
tioos  oppositkm.    An  hon.  baiooet,  on  n 
former  evening,  had  said,  in  ao  many 
words,  "  I  will  not  allow  yon  to  poatpoee 
your  committee  a  single  &y ;  I  witt  w(ttp 
all  your  supplies.''    Now,  it  was  a  cerioee 
fact,  that  this  was  the  very  member  wiio^ 
on  one  occasion,  ^en  he  (Mr.  M.)  ~ 
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Viaralf  propoMd,  belbfcr  die  comiBittee 
aboiila  «t,  ual  the  House  Bboiilcl  consider 
tboM  mePBHifm  to  wkiek  he  had  akeady 
aUudbdy  had  anviveied,  '*  No^  you  ure 
wrong ;  do  nol  stop  a  aogle  di^ ;  the 
pHhUc  serviee  sv^ecs  by  your  pioposed 
postpooementy  honreiper  short  it  may  be ; 
aad,  whatever  estismiw  are  put  i^n  the 
taUe»  imaediftlely  ?ote."  Hsnrng  the 
choicOy  then^  between  (he  pieseat  govern- 
KMBt  and  their  opponents^  he  should  un- 
doubtedly exercise  ilf  by  giviag  to  the 
right  hon.  gentlemaB  his  entire  conddeaee 
mi  support,  in  all  the  measures  (K>  whkh 
he  did  net  feel  in  principle  opposed* 

Mr.  CeitiMft^  Mud :— Altbfoagh  it  was 
certainly  sav  determination  not  to  be  pro- 
Toked  to  take  any  part  in  this  diseussioBi 
arising  out  of  extraneous  matters^  I  am 
yety  not  acovoked  inde^  but  induced  by 
the  speech  of  the  hen.  member  for  Abing- 
don to  address  a  few  words  to  the  House  ; 
more  particularly  as  the  attention  of  the 
House  has  been  a  seccmd  time  diverted 
from  the  business  before  it,  by  the  speech 
of  my  noble  friead»  as  I  hope  i  maiy  still 
call  him.  I  an  pieced,  fdao,  with  the 
opportunity  of  answering  the  hoo.  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  and  answering  him 
o»  what  he  is  courteously  pleased  to  say, 
he  does  not  put  to  me  as  a  cjuestioo^  but 
as  a  recommendation  only,  aixi  in  respect 
to  which  the  House,  I  thinJc,  may  probably 
be  glad  to  hear  me  state  my  present  in- 
teatione.  Now,  Sk,  it  is  uodoubtedly  my 
intention  to  propose,  early  in  the  next  ses- 
sioo,  a  committee  of  Finance,  similar  to 
those  which  were  appointed  three  several 
tiaaes  during  Mr.  Pitt's  administration; 
aA^r  hns  m  1807,  during  Mr.  Perceval's 
gcrvemment;  and  again  in  1817,  on  the 
motion  of  Lord  Bexley.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  propose  such  a  committee,  and  to 
submit  to  its  conMeiatmn  the  whole  state 
of  our  revenue*  I  ought  in  justice  to  add, 
thatt  it  was-  fully  the  iatealion,  during  the 
last  session  of  my  right  hon.  and  now  my 
noble  fiiead(ViaQOuat  Goderich)  to  lay  be* 
Ibie  this  Uoiitfo  such  a  proposition ;  and 
that  intention  would  have  been  executed, 
had  net  public  events  taken  so  extraordi- 
•asy  a  course,  as  to  drive  him,  at  that 
time,  flom  hie  purpose ;  and^  had  not  the 
state  of  the  country  been  subsequently 
snch  as.  to  pmelttde.  any  immediate  ex- 
pertatioa  of  briagiag  such  a  measure  to 
a  aiiM€«sftti  issue.  I  am  the  rather  glad 
thai  that!  meoausB  was  |^ipooed,  because, 
Hitbaiit  desiringp  by  this  statement,  impro* 
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perly  ta  raise  the  hopes  of  the  owmtry,.  I 
do  feel  justified  in  saying,  that  its  con- 
ditk)n  is  gnduallv,  sloirty»  bat  perceptibly, 
imprcyving.  Under  these  eircamstancei, 
wlmtever  may  be  the  ultimate  disposittos 
of  this  House,  after  we  have  looked  ous 
financial  situation  fiiUy  in  the  face,  and 
after  fhia  ooramktee  shul  have  brought  ite 
labours  to  a  close,  i  shall  best  disdiarga 
my  duty,  and  best  consult  the  interests  ol 
the  oowitry,  by  keeping  M  things  thia 
year  as-  quiet  and  as  ondisluTbed  as  possi-* 
ble ;  by  avoiding  all  resort  to  extraordinary 
meaaares,  and  by  shunning  every  thing* 
which  would  promote  agitation,  or  excite 
speculatk>n  of  any  kind  in  the  eommnoity* 
Baviig  stated  thus  much,  in  the  hope  that 
it  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  House^ 
I  shall,  in  the  next  place,  propose  to  pea* 
eeed  on  Friday,  in  commits,  with  Uie 
votes  of  supply ;  and  I  have  to  state  to  the 
House,  that,  unless  any  accklental  cause 
should  arise  to  ]^vent  me,  it  is  my  pre- 
sent intention  to  submit  to  the  House  my 
financial  statement  for  the  year,  before  the 
Whitsun-holidays.  I  shall  proceed  with 
the  votes  in  the  committee  of  supj^y,  neat 
Friday  evening,  and  then  will  be  the  le- 
gitimate opportunity  for  all  those  who  hove 
made  up  tneir  minds  to  evince  their  loyalty 
to  their  king,  and  their  anadety  for  the  in- 
tsrests  of  d^ir  country,  by  postponing  the 
supplies — to  proceed  with  their  opposition 
[cheers].  I  should  hope.  Sir,  that  this 
will  be  the  last  of  these  extraordinary  de- 
bates, and  that  the  House  seeing  that  an 
hon..  and  gallant  officer  has  a  motion  be- 
fore it,  relative  to  the  shipping  interest, 
and  that  so  many  gentlemen  connected 
with  that  interest  are  waiting  at  its  doors, 
it  will;  at  least,  condescend  to  hear  them 
[cheers]. 

Lord  M/ton  said,  that  notwithstanding, 
the  intimation  with  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  so  properly  concluded  his 
speech,  he  trusted  that  the  House,  and 
that  ri^t  hon.  gentleman,  would  allow 
him  to  detain  them  for  a  few  moments, 
in  order  that  he  aught  express  his 
heartfelt  satisfaction  at  what  he  had 
just  heard  fall  from  htm.  He  was  very 
sure  that  the  country  was  in  a  state  which, 
loudly  demanded  that  the  whole  of  its  fi- 
nancial concerns  should  be  submitted  to 
a  committee;  for  unless  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment, in  that  committee  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  intended  to  propose  in  the 
course  of  the  next  session,  should  be  able 
to  organize  such  arrangements  as  should 
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make  our  expenditare  more  commensurate 
with  our  revenue,  or  our  revenue  with  our 
expenditure,  than  was  at  present  the  case, 
all  the  distresses  and  calamities  which  had 
weighed  on  this  country  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  would  not  only  not  be  redressed, 
but  would  be  grievously  aggravated.  What 
had  fallen  from  the  head  of  his  majesty's 
Kovemment  that  night,  and  from  his  noble 
niend  (lord  Althorp)  in  respect  to  that  go- 
vernment, was  so  satisfactory  in  the  one 
case,  and  so  entirely  expressed  all  that  he 
felt  in  the  other,  that  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  add  one  word  more,  except  to 
express  his  confidence  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
support  the  present  government,  and  hoped 
that  their  measures  would  be  such  as  to 
enable  him  conscientiously  to  support  them. 
This  much  he  thought  it  desirable  for  him 
to  state,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  capital  of  the  kingdom. 

Sir  H,  Hardinge  said,  he  did-not  under- 
stand the  mysterious  and  shuffling  manner 
in  which  the  Catholic  question  was  at- 
tempted to  be  smothered. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Consolidation  of  the  Criminal 
Law.]     Mr.  Peel  adverted  to  what  he  had 
stated  on  a  former  evening,  that  he  would 
po8tpo^e,  from  that  day,  the  notices  which 
stood  relative  to  the  bills  for  Consolidating 
the  Criminal  Law,  in  order  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  the  gallant  general  opposite 
to  bring  forward  a  question  immediately 
interesting  to  the  Shipping  concerns  of  the 
country.     He  was  now  ready  to  do  as  he 
had  promised.     He  had  informed  his  right 
hon.  friend,  who  had  succeeded  him  in  the 
Home  Department,  that  he  was  perfectly 
willing  to  take  any  course  with  those  bills 
that  might  be  consistent  with  his  wishes. 
He  had  told  him,  that  he  would  either 
continue  the  management  of  them  through 
their  remaining  stages  in  that  House ;  or, 
if  his  right  hon.  friend  chose  to  take  that 
duty  on  himself,  he  would  give  him  every 
assistance  in  his  power.    His  right  hon. 
friend  thought  that,  a»  he  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
been  occupied  several  months  in  preparing 
the  clauses,  it  would  accord  better  with 
the  public  interest,  as  it  would  probably 
meet  the  general  concurrence  of  the  House, 
if  he  continued  to  superintend  the  bills. 
He  assured  the  House,  that  he  would  un- 
dertake with  the  greatest  pleasure,  both 


now  and  at  any  future  period,  that,  or  any 
other  task,  having  for  its  object  the  aiot- 
plification  and  consolidation  of  the  crimi- 
nal code,  and  the  mitigation  of  severity  in 
the   administration   of  the  law.     Every 
exertion  he  could  render  for  that  purpoae 
would  be  given  with  the  same  devotiDa 
as    if  he  had   remained  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  the  Home  Departoient. 
He  shoukl  not  name  a  distant  day  for  re^ 
suming  the  progress  of  those  bills,  but  one 
sufficiently  distant  to  enable  him  to  have 
the  services,  not  only  of  his  right  hoD. 
friend,  but  of  the  Attorney  and  SoUcitor 
general.    He  could  not  avoid  adding  the 
expression  of  the  gratification  he  feit  at 
having  received  from  a  noble  and  learned 
lord  (Tenterden)— at  whose  elevation  to, 
the  peerage  he  cordially  rejoiced,  and  who 
had  contributed  so  materially  to  his  asoiist- 
ance  in  framing  these  bills — a  declaration, 
t*hat,  if  it  pleased  the  House  to  send  those 
bills  to  the  House  of  Lords,  he  would  wil- 
lingly take  charge  of  them  there. — ^The 
right  hon.  gentleman  finally  named  Mon- 
day, the  21st,   as  the  day  to  which  he 
would  postpone  the  orders  standing  for 
that  evening. 

Shipping  Interest  or  the  Covir- 
TRT.]      General  Gascayne^  on  rising  to 
bring  forward  his  motion  for  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  Shipptng* 
Interest,  obsjerved,  that  a  subject  of  mote 
importance  could  not  engage  the  attention 
of  parliament.     He  was  aware  of  the 
feverish  state  of  the  times ;  but  he  denied 
that  this  question  had  any  oonnectioii 
with  the  political  events  of  tne  dav ;  and 
those  who  considered  the  period  when  he 
first  gave  notice  of  the  motion  woold,  he 
was  sure,  acquit  him  of  any  intentkm  of 
inflaming  the  heated   spirit  of  partiea. 
The  petition  which  he  had  presented  on 
this  subject,  from  Liverpool,  was  sigiied 
by  a  numerous  body  of  respectaUe  ship« 
owners ;  two  hundred  of  the  princinal  con- 
stituents and  supporters  of  his  rignt  hoe. 
colleagues,     [liie  noise  which  prevailed 
in  the  House,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  eallant  general's  speech,  at  this  time 
nearly  rendered  him  inaudible.]    He  was 
aware  that  he  had,  personally,  no  right  to 
claim  the  attention  of  the  House ;  bat  he 
trusted  they  would  hear  what  he  had  to 
say,  in  consideration  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject    He  had  the  greatest  admi* 
ration  of  the  talents  of  his  right  hon.  col- 
league, and  on  any  other  sulject  woeld 
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nol  presame  to  contend  with  bim.  But, 
so  decided  was  the  conviction  of  the  ship- 
ping mterest,  that  there  was  not  one  port^ 
Rom  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other, 
that  had  not  represented  the  grievances  it 
was  suffering.  He  feared,  however,  that 
his  right  hon.  colleague  was  so  identified 
with  his  principles,  that  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  he  would  or  could  separate  him- 
self from  them ;  yet,  in  any  observations 
he  might  make,  he  had  no  intention  of 
applying  any  thing  he  might  say  person- 
ally to  his  right  hon.  colleague.  The 
House  would  remember,  that  a  few  years 
ago  some  material  alterations  were  made 
in  the  Navigation  laws.  The  maxims 
which  had  been  venerated  for  centuries  by 
our  ancestors,  and  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation,  had  been  not 
only  questioned  but  subverted.  When  the 
Navigation  laws  were  passed,  England  and 
the  t&fferent  ports  of  the  continent  were 
on  a  par  as  to  their  situation  in  respect 
of  money.  This  country  had  then  no 
great  funded  debt — ^no  heavy  taxation ; 
and  if  its  condition  were  minutely  ex- 
amined, it  would  be  found  to  have  been 
as  poor,  if  not  poorer,  than  the  rival 
natipns  with  which  it  had  to  compete  in 
commerce.  The  Navigation  laws  were 
enacted  to  promote  the  navy  of  thb 
country ;  and  they  had  fully  succeeded  in 
their  object.  How  it  could  be  thought 
that,  with  a  heavy  debt,  we  could  bear 
the  repeal  of  those  laws,  and  enter  into 
Iree  and  open  competition  with  other 
states,  he  could  not  understand ;  and  that 
was  one  of  the  objects  he  had  in  moving 
for  this  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  dis- 
tress that  existed  among  the  shipping  in- 
terest; however  different  might  be  the 
opinions,  as  to  the  causes,  extent,  and 
remedies  of  that  distress.  On  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Board  of  Trade  itself,  the 
existence  of  the  distress  was  an  unquest- 
ionable fact.  Let  the  House  now  look  to 
the  character  and  importance  of  the  ship- 
ping interest.  The  capitel  embarked  m 
navigation  amounted  nearly  to  seven  mil- 
lions in  shipping  alone ;  that  was  to  say, 
in  tonnage.  This  estimate  was  founded 
on  a  calculation  of  8/.  per  ton.  There 
was,  besides,  a  vast  property  closely  con- 
nected with  the  value  of  the  shipping. 
He  might  safely  state  the  whole  at  not 
less  than  thirty  millions.  If  he  were 
allowed  a  committee,  he  would  prove, 
beyond  all  doubt,  that  this  proper^  had 


undergone  a  depreciation  of  twenty-five 
per  cent.  There  was  a  loss  to  the  country 
of  upwards  of  seven  millions.  When  the 
alterations  in  the  Navigation  laws  were 
proposed,  the  gentlemen  who  then  consti- 
tuted the  Opposition,  and  who  were  once 
styled  ''  His  Majesty's  Opposition,''  as 
they  might  now,  with  great  proprie^,  be 
called  "  The  King^s  Own"  [a  laugh]— those 
gentlemen  encouraged,  as  far  as  possible, 
those  theories  to  which  he  ascnbed  the 
injuries  done  to  the  shipping  trade.  The 
approbation  of  those  theories  was  not  con- 
fined to  them  alone ;  it  was  shared  by  the 
cabinet,  by  this  House,  and  by  the  com- 
munity at  large.  Those  who  were  affected 
by  the  changes  petitioned  parliament ;  but 
their  complaints  were  not  listened  to,  and 
they  were  stigmatised  as  obstinate  and 
prejudiced  in  defence  of  imaginary  inter- 
ests. Their  prayers  were  almost  rejected 
by  acclamation.  Thej  complained  also 
to  that  Board  from  which  these  measures 
had  originated,  and  to  which,  after  appeal- 
ing in  vain  to  that  House,  they  ought  to 
have  looked  for  redress.  He  believed  that 
six  months  had  never  elapsed  without  his 
right  hon.  colleague  being  assailed,  either 
by  the  ship-owners  of  the  out-ports,  or 
those  of  London,  to  remove  and  remedy 
their  evils.  Every  session  a  considerable 
number  of  petitions  had  been  presented ; 
but  they  were  left  unheeded.  He  was 
sure,  that  if  he  were  to  read  one  of  these 
able  memorials  of  the  ship-owners  of 
London,  he  should  do  more  to  further 
their  interests  than  by  any  thing  he  could 
himself  say.  But  he  would  not  trouble 
the  House  with  them,  as  they  were  too 
long  for  reading  in  that  place;  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  not  separate 
without  granting  the  committee ;  and,  in 
that  case,  they  would  have  all  these  docu- 
ments before  them. 

His  chief  objection  was  to  the  Reci- 
procity act ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that 
that  might  be  amended  so  as  greatlyto 
mitigate  the  evils  it  had  produced.  The 
Reciprocity  act  was  falsely  so  called.  It 
was  impossible  there  could  be  any  reci- 
procity, on  those  terms,  in  our  shipping 
trade  with  foreigners.  It  was  impcwsible 
we  could  gain  any  advantages  equal  to 
those  we  had  abandoned.  [The  gallant 
general  then  read  some  passages  nom  a 
speech  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  last  session.]  Now,  he  maintained 
that  the  measures  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man were  unjustifiable  on  his  own  shownig. 
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In  the  case  of  Prusauit  the  new  duties 
were  levied,  not  on  the  goods,  but,  in  a 
more  hostile  manner,  on  the  shippiDg. 
The  conseqoence  of  the  yieldiqg  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  that  instance  was,, 
that  he  was  assailed  with  representations 
from  other  quarters.  He  maintained, 
that,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
these  negotiations,  the  British  ship-owners 
had  never  ceased  to  warn  his  msuesty's 
government  what  ill  efibcts  would  follow. 
Their  condition  now  was  more  ruinous 
than  that  of  the  Prussian  ship-owners  be- 
fora  the  concessions  made  to  them.  How 
far  superior  to  this  would  have  been  the 
policy  of  holding  out  against  them !  The 
necessity  of  fincung  a  vent  for  their  goods 
in  this  country  would  soon  have  compelled 
them  to  have  ceded  these  points;  and 
meanwhile,  we  could  have  been  supplied 
from  odior  quarters  of  the  world.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  contended*  that 
he  was  justified  by  the  iBquiry  that  had 
tsJcen  pla<»  before  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Trade ;  who,  he  had  alleged,  had 
recommended  these  measures.  [The  gal- 
lant general  then  read  several  passages 
from  the  Report  of  this  Committee, 
which,  be  asserted,  contradicted  the  prin^ 
ciples  on  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  proceeded,  and  were  essentially  at 
variance  with  bis  whole  systen.^  He 
would  not  read  the  Rofort  tbcough,  6a 
account  of  its  length,  but  he  h^tated 
not  to  say^  thai  there  was  not  a  line,  nor 
a  syllable,  iu  it,i  thair  would  justify  the 
Reciprocity  act*  much  less  the  pennanence 
that  had  smce  been  given  to  it.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  lapse  of  time,  and  the 
change  in  the  eommercial  relations  of 
the  country,  might  have  rendered  some 
idteration  necessary;  but  he  thoi^ht  it 
could  be  clearly  proved  in  a  committee, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  sweep- 
ing alterations  carried  into  effect  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  suggestions;  and 
carried  into  effect,  too,  without  any  re- 
quest on  the  part  of  those  countries  which 
were  now  so  largely  benefitted.  Prussia 
had  not  required  this  country  to  make 
any  alteration  in  her  navigation  system; 
but  yet  she  had  been  benefitted  to  an  im- 
mense extent  by  the  alteration.  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Norway  were  all  following 
in  the  sameooarse ;  and,  hehad  no  doubt, 
would  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages 
of  their  situation  at  the  expense  of  the 
trade  of  thie  eountxyu 
Be  WQuU  ask  t^n^t  hon.  gentleman 
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if  there  was  nothing  in  the  state  of  the 
country,  with  regard  to  any  other  natioii^ 
which  ought  to  have  induced  him  to  pause  ? 
Was  there  nothing  resulting  from  the 
Treaty  concluded  with  America  which 
ought  to  have  led  him  to  weigh  the  con- 
sequences of  such  concession  ?  Let  the 
House  look  at  the  effect  of  that  treaty  upoa 
British  shipping.  In  the  year  1815  there 
had  been  an  improvement  in  the  number  of 
ships  and  tonnage  belonging  to  Great 
Britain  engaged  in  the  American  Trade. 
In  the  year  1816,  when  the  treaty  was 
concluded,  the  Americans  had  ninety-one 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fourteen  tons 
of  shipping  engaged  in  the  trade  with 
England^  wliile  Great  Britain  had  forty^ 
five  thousand,  one  hundred  and  forty  tons 
employed  in  the  trade  with  America.  Now 
let  the  House  look  how  the  treaty  had 
worked  during  the  short  period  of  ten 
years.  In  uat  time  the  tonnage  of 
American  ships,  engaged  ift  trade  with 
this  country,  nad<  increased  to  one  hua^ 
dred  and  eighty-one  thousand,  and  thirty* 
three  tons,  while  the  tonnage  of  the  ships 
of  Great  Britain  had  dwindled  down  to 
thirty-seven  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-nine.  The  Americans  hady  therefore, 
been  put  in  possession  of  four-fifths  of  the 
carrying 'traoe  of  this  country;  and  he 
would  ask,  on  what  principle  had  such 
a  boon  been  conceded  to  them?  It  was 
admitted  on  all  hands,  and  he  believed  the 
ri^t  hon*  gentleman  could  not  deny  it, 
that  the  cost  of  building  and  fitting  upy 
and  navigating  an  American  ship,  was 
nearly  the  same  as  that  of  an  £ng}ishl  He 
believed,  indeed,  that  the  difference,  as-fae 
could  prove  in  the  committee,  was  a  mere 
trifle.  On  what  principle,  then,  he  askad» 
was  such  a  boon  m  the  carrying  trade  ooa« 
ceded  to  America  ?  But  if  there  was  little 
reason  for  such  a  course  with  regard  le 
America,  how  much  less  was  there  to  coo?- 
elude  similar  treaties  with  those  noctheni 
powers,  where  a  vessel  could  be  buiit  at 
an  expence  of  8/.  a  ton,  while  no  English 
vessel  of  the  same  size  could  be  built  at  an 
expence  of  less  than  %Sl.  a  ton  ?  That,  to 
be  sure,  was  the  London  price,  and  in- 
cluded the  cqst  of  the  India  vessels  [Mr. 
Hudiisson  here  made  an  obeervatkm  aeross 
the  taUe]^  Well,  then,  continued  the 
ipallant  general,  taking  the  coasting  priosi 
It  may  be  very  wejl  allowed,  that  the  dif- 
ference between  ^tish  and  Prussien 
vessels  in  the  cost  of  building*  ia  aa  18^  to 
8/.    That  waanot  a  atatemeni  upon  ooa* 
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JQCture,  oriipom  heanay.  No :  extntoidintry 
as  it  might  appear,  it  was  actually  founded 
upon  papers  at  that  moment  on  &e  table  of 
the  Hoose^  In  these  papers  it  was  stated, 
that  the  price  of  ship*building  in  London 
was  28/.  or  from  that  to  26i  a  ton ;  bat 
that  price  was  so  extravagant  and  exorbi- 
tant, that  he  would  leave  it  out  of  Am 
question.  Taking  again,  therefore,  ^ 
inland  or  country  price  of  18/.  a  ton^-^let 
the  House  mark  the  relative  difference  of 
the  prices  in  diose  various  notfthem  eoun* 
tries,  placed  by  the  late  treaties  in  a  situa- 
tion to  contend  widi  this  country  upon 
terms  of  perfect  equality.  In  Prussia, 
it  appeared  that  the  cost  of  building  a  ship 
was  8/.  8f.  a  ton;  in  France,  11/.;  m 
Sweden,  6/.  I5j. ;  in  Holland,  10/. ;  in 
Denmark,  d/.  10s. ;  and  in  Russia,  only 
4/.  155. 

But  it  was  not  the  cost  of  building  only 
which  made  a  British  ship  so  expensive  to 
the  owner.     The  wages  of   those  who 
navigated  them  was  nearly  double   the 
amount  of  that  paid  to  foreigners.      A 
master,  lor  instance,  received  ten  guineas  a 
month  lor  twelve  months ;  a  carpenter  four 
guineas ;  and  a  seaman,  2/.  IO9.     Now,  in 
a  Prussian  ship,  of  the  same  size  and  ton- 
nage, and  carrving  precisely  the  same 
numberof  men,  the  master  received  for  four 
voyages,  one  hundred  guineas  a  voyage  of 
twelve  months ;  the  mate,  two  guineas  a 
month  for  the  same  period;  and  the  seamen 
2ds. ;  80"  that  the  British  ship  might  be 
said,  on  a  calculation,  to  be  navigated  at 
a  difference  of  660/.  to  389/. ;  the  differ- 
ence being  if  not  quite  one  half,  ait  least 
equal  to  forty  per  cent,  in  favour  of  the 
foreigner.    It  might  be  said,  there  was 
some  difference  in  the  cost  of  insurance, 
but  he  denied  it;  for,  akhough  the  in- 
eufance  might  be  less  m  this  country,  the 
difference  was  fully  compensated  to  the 
foreigner  by  the  value  of  the  vessel  he  has 
to  insure  being  only  half  of  the  value  to  be 
insured  by  the  British  ship-owner.    There 
was  before  the  House  at  that  moment  a 
certificate  from  the  principal  brokers  in 
England,  declaring  that  there  was  not  one 
advantage  'alleged  to  be  possessed  by  a 
British   vessel,    which  waa   not  equally 
possessed  by  the  ships  of  foreigners.  These 
pffokers  who  were  in  the  habit  of  charter- 
ing vessels,  declared  Any  were  able  to 
state  fro^  experience,  that  foreign  vessds 
make  aa  many  voyages,  and  wiA  quite  as 
ttuch  despatch,  and  secwity,  whOe  in 
hnrboui,  as  Che  ftttkh  shipa  theaselm. 


Another  consequence  df  the  allemtion 
of  the  system  of  this  country  was,  that 
foreigners  had  very  much  improved  their 
vessels  since  they  had  ^igrossed  so  mudk 
of  the  trade  of  wis  country ;  they  even 
entered   into  a  bond  to   perform   dieir 
voyages   in    a   certain    time,  wind  and 
weather  permitting.  Possessing  thus  every 
advantage  in  their  own  country  trade,  diey 
injured  liie  shifting  of  this  country  iri 
another  way ;  they  were,  from  the  cheap- 
ness of  their  outfittiug  and  cost,  enabled 
to  go  up  the  Mediteiranean,  as  the  treaty 
permitted  them,  with  only  half  a  freight, 
while  our  British  ships  could  not  venture 
on  the  same  voyage  unless  fully  laden.  The 
Prussian,  or  foreigner,  however,  could  even 
do  that  at -a  profit ;  while,  if  a  British  ship 
was  to  attempt  such  a  speculation,  it  musl 
be  at  a  dead  loss.    These  were  a  few  of 
the  circumstances  which  accounted  for  the 
fact,  that  tiie  pcMts  of  this  country  were 
filled  with  the  ship  of  foreigners,  while 
those  of  the  mercnanta  of  Great  Britain 
were  rotting  in  their  harbours.    In  tiie 
port  of  Liverpool,  with  which  he  was  mene 
immediately    connected,   there    were  at 
least  ten  foreign  ships  for  one  British.  He 
would  take  that  port,  for  die  pnrpeoe  of 
illustrating  the  consequences  which  had 
resulted  from  the  Reciprocity  system,  and 
beg  of  the  House  to  look  for  an  instance  to 
the  returns  at  one  period  and  at  another. 
He  did  not  mean  to  include  in  his  com- 
parison  the    ships  which  entered  from 
America ;  because,  as  three  parts  of  all  the 
trade  with  America  were  carried  on  through 
the  port  of  liverpool,  he  thought  the  add- 
ing the  returns  of  the  American  tmde 
might  not  in  that  port  allow  of  a  fair  com- 
parison.    He  would  therefore  take  the 
northern  powers  only,  and  first  Prussia.  In 
the  year  1822,  the  first  year  of  the  Recipro- 
city system,  there  entered  thatport  seventy- 
seven  Prussian  ships  from  Prussia,  hav- 
ing a  tonnage  of  seventy-seven  thousand, 
three  hundred  and  forty  tons;  of  British 
ships  from  Prussia,  in  tnat  year,  not  one. 
From  Sweden  there  came,  in  the  same 
year,  twenty-four  ships ;  of  British,  from 
Sweden,  none.      From    Norway,    there 
entered  four  ships ;  Briti^  from  Norway, 
one.    He  would  pass  over  the  year  1823, 
which  presented  neariy  the  same  Ksult, 
and  look  at  the  year  1824,  when  there  en* 
tend  the  port  of  Liverpool,  from  Prussia, 
ninety-nine  ships;  British,  none.    From 
Sweden,  thirty-eig^tshipe;  British,  none. 
And  from  Norway,  fi^;   British,  cue. 
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While  the  carrying  trade  of  this  country 
was  thus  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  ex- 
ports, those  exports  were  diminishing  every 
hour.  The  whole  of  them  he  believed 
did  not  amount  to  one  million.  So  that, 
for  the  paltry  amount  of  a  million  of  ex- 
ports, the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
thought  it  wise  policy  to  give  away  the 
carrying  trade  of  England.  In  taking  away 
the  prohibitory  duties,  for  the  purpose  of 
more  effectually  securing  the  object  of  this 
country,  it  was  necessary  to  relieve 
foreigners  from  the  Light  and  Harbour 
duties.  In  consequence  of  that  repeal, 
however,  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the 
amount  of  those  duties  to  be  made  good  to 
the  Trinity  House ;  and  the  country  had 
therefore  to  pay  70,000/.,  besides  the  ruin 
of  its  shippmg,  in  order  to  secure  that 
paltry  million  of  exports. 

The  gallant  general  then  observed,  that 
he  would  trouble  the  House  with  but  one 
other  statement  on  the  subject  of  the  Baltic 
T^de,  in  order  to  shew  the  workings  of 
this  Reciprocity  system.     In  1822,  there 
entered  tne  ports  of  Great  Britain  two 
hundred  and  twenty-one  British  ships  from 
the  Baltic,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
foreign.  In  1823,  the  year  after  the  repeal 
of  the  laws,  there  were  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  British,  and  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  foreign.  In  1824,  there  came  from 
the  Baltic  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
British,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
foreign  ;  and  in  1825,  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  British,  and  four  hundred  and 
ninety-four  foreign :   the  tonnage  of  the 
British  being  two  hundred  and  nine  thou- 
sand, and  that  of  the  foreign  three  hundred 
and  fifty  two  thousand  tons.   But,  was 
further  evidence  wanted,  he  would  ask,  to 
prove  that  the  northern  powers  could  build 
cheaper  than  we  could,  than  the  fact  of 
their  having  so  far  succeeded  in  driving 
British  vessels  from  the  seas?     The  state 
of  the  Baltic   trade  sufficiently  showed 
what  he  asserted  to  be  correct     By  the 
returns  before  them,  they  would  find,  that 
the  Prussian  shipping  had  trebled  in  that 
trade,  whilst  ours  had,  for  years  past,  been 
sensibly  diminishing.  By  the  last  accounts 
he  had  been  able  to  ol>tain,  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  in  1826,  there  was  a  diminution 
of  British  shipping  to  the  amount  of  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  vessels. 
He  dared  to  say,  that  the  right  hon.  eentle- 
man  would  tell  diem,  that  a  similar  ralling- 
off  had  taken  place  in  the  shipping  of  other 
nations.    He  would  not  attempt  to  deny 


that  the  vessels  of  other  countries  had 
diminished  last  year ;  but  nothing  nearly 
in  the  same  proportion  as  had  the  British  . 
The  Swedes  had  fallen  off  thirty-nine  ves— 
sels,  and  the  Prussians  three  hundred  and 
ninety-one.    This  statement  could  not  be 
denied ;  for  it  was  drawn  from  documents 
laid  before  the  House  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman himself ;  and  although  he  could  not 
state  what  he  had  to  say  widi  the  clearness 
and  precision  he  desired,  he  trusted  the 
House  would  not  on  that  account,  overlook 
the  real  importance  of  the  subject  which 
he,  in  so  incompetent  a  manner,  had  at- 
tempted to  bring  before  them. 

But,  he  begged  to  say  one  word  more 
relative  to  the  comparative  cheapness  with 
which  the  vessels  of  foreign  countries  could 
be  built]and  navigated.  It  being  established, 
that  foreigners  could  saQ  their  ships  forty 
per  cent  cheaper  than  we  could,  it  must  of 
necessity  follow,  that  we  could  enter  into 
no  manner  of  competition  with  them,  if  the 
vessels  of  both  were  placed  upon  an  equal 
footing.     The  decline  of  our  commercial 
marine  of  late  showed  that  to  be  the  case ; 
and  he  had  no  doubt,  that,  if  the  present 
system  was  persevered  in,  the  destruction 
of  British  shipping  must  ensue.     What 
advantage  did  we  gain  by  such  a  sacrifice  ? 
If  we  were  to  be  considered  as  a  nation  of 
shopkeepers  merely,  we  should  certainly 
have  it  said,  that  we  had  the  advantage  of 
having  our  goods  carried  to  market  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  our  own  ships  could  do 
it.  But  he  was  ready  to  contend,  that  that 
was  not  the  only  light  in  which  the  question 
was  to  be  regarded ;  so  constructed  a  view 
was  unworthy  of  a  British  minister.     The 
rig^t  hon.  gentleman,  he  had  no  doobt, 
would  refer  to  the  returns  before  them,  to 
shew  that  the  quantity  of  registered  ton- 
nage was  increased  rather  than  diminish- 
ed ;  but  that,  he  would  tell  him,  was  of  no 
avail.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  must 
shew  that  the  shipping  was  not  only  em- 
ployed, but  that  it  was  employed  at  a  profit. 
If  he  could  not  shew  that,  all  his  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  increase  of  the  re- 
gister tonnage  would  go  for  nothing.  NoWf 
he  was  prepared  to  prove,  that,  so  far  from 
ships  being  employed  at  a  profit  to  the 
owners,  it  was  at  a  dead  loss.     There  was 
a  book,  which  was  not  before  the  House, 
but  which  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  in  a  committee,  showing  that  all 
the  principal  ships  of  the  port  of  London 
were  deeply  mortgaged ;  and  that  they  had 
not,  in  consequence,  yielded  their  .owners 
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any  thing  like,  a  return  upon  their  capital. 
The  ruin  which  was  thus  m  progress  would 
be  better  imagined,  when  they  remembered 
the  perishable  nature  of  that  species  of 
property;  that  vesselsy  upon  an  arerage, 
did  not  last  for  more  than  from  ten  to 
fifteen  years.  It  was  ridiculous  to  talk  of 
employment,  if  it  did  not  yield  profit. 

Our  colonial  possessions,  if  properly 
managed,  would  always  maintain  a  certain 
portion  of  shipping ;  but  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  the  measures  pursued,  with  regard  to 
our  islands  iu  the  West  Indies,  would  have 
as   ruinous  an  effect  upon  the  shipping 
that  was  employed  in  conveying  colonisd 
produce  from  this  country  to  the  continent, 
as  it  had  upon  that  carrying  on  the  direct 
trade  with  the  northern  powers  to  which  he 
had  already  alluded.  He  might  be  referred 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  the  docu- 
ments, to  see  the  number  of  ships  sailed 
out  from  this  country,  belonging  to  Great 
Britain,  compared  with  those  belonging  to 
other  countnes.    He  looked,  then,  to  the 
**  comparative  statement  of   British  and 
foreign  tonnage  cleared  outwards  from  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  distinguishing  the 
aevera)  countries,  for  the  year  ending  5th 
January,  1 827 ;''  and  what  did  he  find 
there?    He  found  the  number  of  tons 
cleared  outwards  for  the  British  northern 
colonies  to  be  three  hundred  and  thirty  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  that 
all  of  British  shipping.  There  was  another 
item,  which  gave  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
aix  thousand  one  hundred  and  nine  as  the 
number  of  tons  cleared  outward  for  our 
West-India  islands.    This  he  complained 
of  as  being  any  thing  but  a  fair  statement. 
The  coasting  trade  might  as  well  have  been 
included  in  ''  the  comparative  statement," 
as  these  colonial  items ;  for  foreigners  had 
just  as  much  competition  with  us  in  one  as 
m  the  other.  If  the  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  thousand,  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  tons,  of  which  these  items  consisted, 
were  included,  it  would  reduce  our  su- 
periority, as  it  appeared  in  the  return,  from 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  tons  to  four 
hundred  and  eleven  Uiousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  twentv-nine ;  the  total  m  British 
tonna^,  cleared  outwards,  being  stated  at 
one  million,  six  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand, three  hundred   and   ninety-three, 
whilst  that  of  the  foreign  was  put  down  at 
six  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  six  only.      This  comparative 
statement  was  evidently,  then,  unfair;    as 


every  body  must  see  that  the  shipping 
trading  to  the  colonies  ought  to  havebc^n 
excluded. 

But,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  should  be 
told,  that  a  superabundance  of  shipping 
had  been  built,  and  that  it  was  the  fault  of 
his  clientB,  if  they  had  been  injured  by 
excess  of  building.  But  if  there  had  been 
an  excess  of  building  in  late  years,  there 
would  also  have  been  an  excess  of  tonnage : 
yet  the  fact  was,  as  appeared  by  the  returns 
before  them,  that  the  years  1816,  17,  18, 
19,  20,  and  21,  were  years  of  greater  ton- 
nage than  any  since  that  peric^.  We  now 
actually  registered  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thousand,  two  hundred  and  ninety-six 
tons  more  than  we  did  ten  years  ago.  The 
speculations  of  1826  could  not,  therefore, 
aJOfect  the  question  at  all ;  although  he  raiist 
say,  that  that  speculation  had  been  very 
much  encouraged  in  that  House,  and,  as 
far  as  responsibility  could  go,  his  majesty's 
ministers  were  more  liable  to  be  called  to 
account  than  his  clients.  His  majesty's 
ministers  encouraged  these  speculations, 
by  the  manner  in  which  they  talked  of 
them,  as  being  indicative  of  permanent 
prosperity.  Did  they  not  all  remember 
how  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
talked  to  them  of  the  mighty  things  that 
were  to  be  done  with  his  surpluses  ? — so 
many  hundred  thousands  to  these  churches, 
so  many  to  that  palace,  and  so^  many  to 
this,  that  it  was  evident  he  expected  them 
to  keep  flowing  in  upon  him  in  a  manner* 
which  would  make  it  difficult  for  him  to 
find  employment  for  them.  He  did  not 
recall  this  circumstance  as  a  reprehension, 
but  merely  that  it  might  not  be  thrown  in 
the  teeth  of  his  clients,  that  the  distress 
they  felt  arose  from  their  own  speculation. 
The  fact  was,  that  there  was  a  aemand  for 
shipping,  and  it  was  supplied.  Those 
whose  cause  he  advocated  were  not  aware, 
any  more  than  the  ministers,  that  the 
demand  was  only  temporary.  The  whole 
nation  was  deceived  :  every  body  thought 
the  commencement  of  a  state  of  unexam- 
pled prosperity  was  at  hand.  It  had,  how- 
ever, turned  out  otherwise,  and  he  could 
assure  the  House,  that  he  knew  of  several 
instances  occurring  of  late,  in  which  ships 
built  in  1825,  for  15,000/.  were  lately  sold 
at  Liverpool  for  6,000/.  There  were  many 
instances  of  this  occurring;  and  he  was 
confident  that,  upon  an  average,  every  ship 
that  had  been  sold  since  1825  was  at  a 
loss  of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  per 
cent. 
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W«0  thaie  the  least  iiope  &&t  tiiis  stale 
fii  thtogs  would  bo  mended  ?    The  Corn- 
trade,  which  the  new  bill,  if  it  passed,  had 
beenmlliidfid  to  as  likel j  to  have  an  ^ect 
tiooa  ihe  skipping,  would  not,  as  it  appear- 
edto  him,  make  a  difference  of  five  thou- 
sand tons  in  British  shipping ;   as  every 
^min,  in  all  probability,  would  be  brought 
in  lihe  vessels  of  the  country  from  whence 
the  com  was  brought.     The  ^ritidi  ship^ 
owners  could  never  expect  to  be  employ^, 
except  when  freight  ro5«  to  an  extraor- 
dinary height  bv  the  foreigneni  not  being 
mble  to  supply  tlie  demaiui.    He  should, 
in  all  probability,  be  told,  that  this  question 
liad  been  brought  prematurely  forward; 
that  the  shipowners  ought  to  have  waited 
a  sufficient  time,  to  give  the  experiment  a 
fsir  trial ;  and  that  dien  the  'result  would 
appear  to  be  favourable  to  them.    But  he 
would  put  it  to  hon.  gentlemen,  whether 
it  was  possible  for  persons  situated  as  his 
elieats  were,  to  wait  longer  than  they  had 
done?     They  daily  saw  their  property 
wasting  away,  and  were  in  expectation  of 
seeing  the  whole  vanish  from  their  grasp. 
Qould  they  act  otherwise  than  they  had 
done?    He  hesitated  not   to  say,  that 
between  the  presenting  of  the  petition  and 
the  present  time,  there  had  been  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  value  of  thf  ir  property,  of  from 
five  to  ten  per  oent.     Were  the^r  to  wait 
another  year,  he  was  confident  it  would 
involve  their  total  rain.    He  regretted  that 
he  could  not  so  dearly  express  himself,  as 
to  convey  his  ^feelings  to  the  House  in  the 
manner  he  desired;    but,  he  trusted  they 
would  rather  look  to  the  real  importance 
of  the  question,  than  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  stated  it.    There  was  not  the 
least  necessity  to  give  to  Prussia  this  ten 
years'  trade.    Before  it  was  done,  why  was 
not  the  effect  of  similar  concessions  to 
America  k)oked  at  ?    But  he  should  deny 
that  they  ever  did  grantthem  to  America. 
There  wias  a  kind  of  traffic  allowed  to 
America  between  our  colonies  and  her; 
but  that  was  now  put  an  end  to,  and  he 
hoped  the  privilege  would  not  again  be 
granted* 

If  a  naval  annameuEt  became  necessarv, 
the  right  hon«  gentleman  would  not  only 
find  a  lUminutwn  of  the  trade,  but  of  the 
sailois.  The  number  of  men  employed  in 
I8I69  ^'^'U  ^'^^  diminished  by  elevsn 
thousand.  This  i^ipeaied  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  own  statements,  and 
must  of  course  be  .depended  upon.  But 
the  diminution  that  was  still  going  on 


even  mors  alaanning  than  that  which  the 
documents  had  i^ewed.    To  judge  Ais 
part  of  the  subject  corxeotly,  they  must 
not  look  at  the  number  of  registered  vessels, 
as  it  by  no  means  foHowed  that  they  all 
employed  men.     Another  very  alarmin|^ 
frust  was,  the  manner  in  which  the  buiiding 
trade  was  vapidly  deserting  us.    Nearly 
one  third  of  our  shipping  was  now  built  in 
Canada.    A  very  short  statement  would 
show  the  progressive  decrease  of  building 
in  this  country.  In  1 825  there  were  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  vessels  built  in  Canada, 
and  nine  handred  in  England.    In  1826 
there  was  four  hundred  all  but  seven  built  in 
Canada,  whilst  in  England  there  was  only 
four  hundred  and  forty-five.    That  wa» 
the  amount  of  the  violent  speculation  which 
had  been  entered  into.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  ascertain  what  number  of  ships  were 
actually  building  in  England;  and,  from 
the  best  infomation    he  could  procure 
from  diose  interested,  and  likely  to  know, 
it  appeared  that   there  were   only  one 
hunared  and  seventeen  dhips  building  m 
all  the  docks  of  this  coun^,   and  that, 
out  of  these,  twenty  alone  vrere  from  order, 
the  rest  being  built  for  speculation.     It 
might  be  asked,  why  were  they  built  if 
employment  could  not  be  procured  ?     He 
must  remind  the  House,  that  many  ship- 
builders had  great  numbers  of  apprentices 
and  others,  whom  they  were  obliged  to 
keep  at  work,  and  that  they  were  obliged 
also  to  use  up  their  timber ;  and,  when 
they  came  to  consider,  that  eight  hundred 
out  of  the  twenty-four  thousand  ships, 
which  composed  their  commercial  navy, 
were  rendered  every  year  unfit  for  service, 
they   would  see  how  rapid  must  be  the 
decrease,  when  that   number  was  to  be 
replaced  by  only  one  hundred  and  seven- 
teen.   There  ought  to  have  been  as  great 
an  increase  of  the  shipping  as  there  had 
been  of  the  wealth  and  population  of  the 
countiy.    He  spoke  not  of  the  prosperity 
tyf  one  narticular  year,  but  generally :  he 
repeated,  the  tonnage  ought  to  have  iur 
creased  1  in  a  corresponding  degree    with 
the  wealUi  and  population  of  the  country. 
It  had  not  done  so.    The  diminution  of 
the  employment  of  shipping  was  proved 
by  aao&er  fact.    He  learned,  from  Hull, 
and  other  plaoes,  that  the  sailors,  in  great 
numbers,  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
parish    relief,  although  able  and  willing 
to  work,  if  it  were  possible  for  them  to  find 
employment.     If  he  m^t  judge,  from 
^e  manner  in  which  our  sfaippmg  were 
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ieaviop  <Nir  ^ras,  for  Americft,  they 
would  800B  oee  oar  <lo€kB  eiapty  of  vhlpB, 
of  Briliiii  ihips  eft  leait.  Some  seemed  to 
liiinky.thflt  itroaiMered  not,  ivbetber  ^y 
irere  filled  witk  foreign  or  Englieh  veasek — 
Imt  he  wa3  not  one  of  these---^eir  arsenals 
deserted,  And  ^eir  whole  marine  extia- 
^ished. — Eren,  witihntiiiee  months,  they 
would  see  the  decrease  becoming  more 
apparent.  Besides  llie  arguments  he  had 
urged  agamst  the  alterations,  he  thought 
that,  haring  lieen  made,  foreigners  ought, 
at  least,  to  have  home  part  of  the  expense 
attending  them.  Had  a  cdoniri  duty 
been  laid  on  the  produce  they  carried 
away,  it  would  have  been  sufficient;  but, 
as  k  was,  our  Islands  in  the  West  Indies 
were  of  very  little  advantage  to  us  as 
colonies.  The  resok  of  this  experiment 
liad  aheady  been  sufficiently  hnurious  to 
British  trade ;  but  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
aay ,  that  it  would  be  idtimately  the  ruin  of 
ft.  k  would  have  been  but  fair,  had  a 
eoflEunittee  of  inquify  been  granted,  previous 
to  these  coDcession8,when  vieir  policy  might 
have  been  discussed.  Certainly  there  could 
be  no  reason  to  refuse  an  inquiry  now,  when 
such  great  interests  were  at  stake.  The 
trade  report,  to  which  he  had  alluded  in 
the  early  part  of  his  address,  had  recom- 
mended cauUon  and  deliberation ;  but, 
whether  a  due  degree  of  either  had  been 
praettsed,  it  was  for  the  House  to  judge. 
The  merchants  of  Liverpool  had  expres^ 
fheir  approbation  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's prooeedings  in  a  very  handsome 
manaer ;  but  it  must  be  remembered,  diat 
they  were  not  ship-owners,  and  did  not, 
therefore,  suffer  so  much  as  that  class  by 
the  alterations  that  had  been  made.  It 
was  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  part  ship- 
owners, perhaps;  but,  paining  in  the 
former  capacity  what  they  K>st  in  the  latter, 
the  changes  did  not  affect  them.  It  was 
impossible  for  him,  in  the  course  of  one 
eveniog^s  debate,  to  urge  all  the  arguments 
that  might  be  adduced  in  support  of  his 
cause ;  but,  were  the  committee  he  prayed 
for  granted,  he  would  there  explain  every 
detail  in  full.  The  inquiry  couid  not  then 
be  refused,  without  laying  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  open  to  the  charge  of  being 
afraid  of  the  result.  He  should  not  so 
much  have  objected  to  an  experiment 
of  two  or  three  years,  but  to  make  treaties 
to  last  for  ten  years — ^to  abolnh  the  Navi- 
gtttion-laws,  and  all  without  a  trial,  was  as 
unfair  to  his  clients  as  could  be  imagined. 
But,  they  were  to  look  at  the  questioB 


in  another  light  W«re  they  treading 
upon  safe  ground?  Were  they  not  iitt« 
demrining  the  s^ety  of  the  country,  hj 
exposing  theirnaval power vrhidi  ensurel 
Chat  safety,  to  extinction?  ff  there  was 
any  class  more  entitled  to  consideration 
than  anoAer,  it  was  the  sbip-owners* 
Their  interests  were  not  to  be  put  aside 
by  the  mistified  figures  of  the  ngfat  hon. 
gentleman.  Last  year  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  terminated  a  speech,  in  which 
he  defended  his  measures,  by  moving  fbr 
numbers  of  papers ;  but,  from  what  he  had 
been  able  to  learn,  but  few  of  them  had 
been  returned.  The  exports  of  1826  were 
not  there ;  at  least  they  only  came  up 
to  October  instead  of  January.  They 
might  be  told,  that  these  measures  would 
tend  to  the  ultimate  good  of  the  ship* 
owners  ;  but  there  was  not  a  practical 
man,  who  had  the  least  coimection  with 
shipping,  who  would  not  contradict  that 
statement.  Was  it  to  be  supposed,  that 
the  complaints  of  all  the  neUttons  thttthad 
been  presented  on  this  subject,  were  with- 
out foundation  ?  Had  not  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  been  told  by  his  constituents 
when  he  was  last  among  them,  they  were 
all  going  to  ruin  ?  His  being  returned 
their  member  might  be  supposed  to  indi- 
cate that  they  hdd  the  same  opinions  as 
himself;  but  the  fisict  was,  that  they  re- 
spected his  talents,  but  believed  him  to 
have  taken  up  some  erroneous  opinions, 
which  they  hoped  he  would  abandon, 
when  he  saw  their  ill  effects.  But  they 
would  never  be  satisfied  until  the  inquiry 
they  prayed  for  was  granted.  If  the 
investigation  were  not  granted,  they  wouM 
think  diat  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
afraid  of  the  result.  The  gallant  general 
concluded  by  urging,  that  this  was  no 
party  Question,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sideiej  by  itself,  widiout  any  reference  to 
the  side  of  the  House  from  whence  it  came. 
He  then  moved,  ^*  That  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed,  to  inquire  intotho 
present  distressed  state  of  ^e  British 
Commercid  Shipping  Interest." 

Mr.  Lidddl^  m  seconding  the  motion  of 
his  gallant  friend,  hoped  that  the  petition 
of  one  of  ^e  greatest  commercial  towns  in 
the  world  would  not  be  opposed  by  his 
majest/s  government.  He  had  been  long 
aware  of  &e  fistress  and  sufferings  of  the 
shippmg  interest ;  and,  feeling  the  deepest 
commiseration  for  their  situation,  he  was 
determined  to  lend  his  feeble  aid  in  en* 
deafoarbg  to  procure  ibr  the  petitkmeri 
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that  inqairy  which  they  sought.  Before 
he  entered  more  fully  into  the  subject,  he 
had  one  or  two  observations  to  offer,  which 
the  present  occaaion  and  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances which  had  lately  taken  place 
seemed  to  call  for.  Feeling  every  dis- 
position to  support  the  present  adminis- 
tration— and  he  should  do  so  on  principle 
— ^he  owned  he  felt  considerable  pain  in 
seconding  the  present  motion,  because  that 
motion  involved  the  first  great  question 
which  was  brought  forward  in  that  House 
under  the  new  administration,  at  the  head 
of  which  was  that  enlightened  statesman, 
who  for  years  had  succeeded  in  securing 
his  confidence  and  that  of  the  public.  In 
his  defence,  if  defence  it  could  be  called, 
where  there  was  no  accusation,  or  rather, 
he  should  say,  in  the  explanation  of  his 
conduct  with  which  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  favoured  the  House,  Uiere  was 
something  so  satisfactory,  so  candid,  so 
dignified  and  so  patriotic,  that  it  must  have 
brought  conviction,  even  to  those  who 
were  unwilling  to  be  convmced.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  should  support, 
from  choice  and  conviction,  the  present 
administration.  At  the  same  time,  his 
duty  told  him,  that  the  question  which 
was  now  before  the  House  was  one  which 
he  was  also  bound  to  support.  He  denied 
that  it  was  a  party  question.  It  was  one 
which  was  open  to  every  individual  to  dis- 
cuss, and  on  which  to  express  an  honest 
and  open  opinion.  Having  seen  a  number 
of  individuals,  who  before  the  passing  of 
those  acts  were  m  prosperous  circumstan- 
ces, but  were  now  men  with  broken  trade 
and  fallen  fortunes,  he  trusted  he  should 
be  excused,  if  he  supported  a  motion  which 
had  for  its  object  the  consideration  of 
some  means  by  which  they  might  be  re- 
lieved. 

There  were  two  points  in  this  question  to 
which  he  had  to  du^t  the  attention  of  the 
House.  The  first  was,  to  establish  the 
claim  of  the  shipping  interest  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House ;  and  the  next,  to 
meet  the  great  talent  which  he  knew  the 
right  hon.  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
IVade  would  bring  to  bear  on  the  subject 
He  did  trust,  however,  that  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  himself  would  see  the  fairness 
of  the  course  he  was  now  taking ;  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had,  in  the  course  of 
his  celebrated  exposi  on  this  subject, 
about  twelve  months  ago,  observed,  that 
if  any  hon.  member  should  have  cause  to 
differ  from  the  course  then  pursued,  it 


wodd  be  open  to  him  to  point  out  his  ob- 
jection by  a  specific  motion*  It  was  not  de- 
nied, that  the  great  body  of  ship-owners 
had  viewed  the  measures  than  adopted 
with  a  jealous  eye ;  anticipating  that  they 
would,  in  the  result,  prove  greauy  injuriou* 
to  their  interests.     It  was  true,  that  the 
body  generally  did  not  at  that  time  peti- 
tion against  those  measures,    but    they 
were  not  allowed  to  go  altogether  without 
remonstrance.    This  would  be  seen  by  a 
few  extracts  from  the  petition  of  the  ship- 
owners of  North  Shields,  which  he  would 
read    to    the    House    [Here    the    hon. 
member  read  the  extract;  which  pointed 
out  the  advantages  which  must  result  to 
foreigners,  and  the  injury  to  British  ship* 
owners,  from  the  then  proposed  alterations]. 

The  apprehensions  then  entertained 
were,  he  would  contend,  since  fully  borne 
out  by  the  result  He  would  not  say  that 
the  consequences  which  had  taken  plaoe 
could  be  proved  to  demonstration  to  be  the 
result  of  the  causes,  which  were  then  sup- 
posed ;  but  he  thought  it  was  going  hr  m 
the  proof  to  be  able  to  show,  that  since 
then  the  amount  of  foreign  shippbg  had 
increased,  while  British  shipping  had  de* 
clined  in  the  same  proportion. 

With  this  view,  he  would  begtocaU  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  comparative 
state  of  the  commercial  marine  1816,  and 
at  the  present  time :  and  he  wished  to 
be  understood,  that  he  spoke  of  the  amount 
of  tonnage.  In  the  year  1816,  the  amount 
of  tonnage  belonging  to  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  was  2,783,949.  In  1826^ 
it  was  2,635,653,being  a  decrease  since  the 
time  of  thewar,  of  148,296  tons,  whikthere 
was,  in  the  same  time,  a  decrease  of  from 
11,000  to  12,000  seamen.  Now,  con- 
sidering the  situation  which  we  occupied 
during  the  great  part  of  the  war,  as  the 
carriers  of  the  greatest  portion  of  the  trade 
of  Europe,  which  we  did  not  hold  at  pre* 
sent,  it  might  be  to  some  a  matter  of  sur* 
prise,  that  our  commercial  marine  should 
still  stand  so  high  as  it  did  :  but  then  it 
should  be  recollected,  that  there  had 
been,  since  the  war,  an  imm^ise  increase 
in  our  imports  and  exports ;  and  by  these 
the  extent  of  our  foreign  trade  could  be 
justly  estimated.  In  1816,  sixty  miUiane 
of  pounds  of  cotton  had  been  imported 
into  this  country ;  but  in  1826,  the  amount 
had  increased  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  That  a  correspondiBg 
increase  had  not  taken  place  in  our  tonnage 
was  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  void  hatinc 
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bMD  SDmI  up  by  ftraipiariy  who  oould 
iibrd  to  fiiniisk  freight  at  a  lower  rate 
thaii  Britiah  ahip«owiiert  ooold.  It  wat 
ftom  the  BaMc  that  the  eompetitioA  had 
arieen.  H«  regretted  the  necestity  of 
Imibhng  the  Hoose  at  auch  great  length, 
hut  befdt  it  to  be  indispensafan.  He  held  in 
hia  band  two  tables  which  had  been  most 
aocinateW  prepared  from  parUamentary  pa- 
pars,  aad  in  which  it  appealed,  that  the 
amoaat  of  fimagn  tonnage  entered  inwards 
in  the  porti  of  the  United  Kingdom  from 
jDemnark,  Sweden,  Norway,  and  Pmssia, 
waa  as  ibtfows^— In  1821,  91,457  tons; 
in  1832,  132,251 ;  in  1823,202,000;  in 
1624,  322,816;  and  in  1825,  396,843 
tons  [Mr,  Hnskisson  asked,  what  the 
amount  was  in  1826  f].  Ha  had  not^  re- 
ttmd  an  account  of  Uie  amount  entered 
inwards  for  the  year  1826 ;  but  the  amount 
ekared  outwards  was  207,861  tons.  If 
the  cKcesses  of  the  foreign  tonnage,  cleai^d 
outward,  oter  the  Britsh,  were  looked  at, 
it  would  appear  that,  in  1821,  the  excess 
was  23,911  tons;  m  1822,  40,420  tons; 
in  1823,  86,720  tons;  in  1825,  127,318 
tons;  and  in  1826,  153,723  tons.  Iliis 
ha  considered  a  very  strong  case. 

He  was  aware  it  might  be  said  that, 
wfaetiMr  the  changes  which  had  been 
Bsade  in  our  commercial  sytem  had  or  had 
not  taken  place,  the  result  would  htt«« 
bean  the  saase.  But,  surely,  it  wail  a  very 
angular  ploceeding,  at  the  moment  when 
onr  trade  wanted  more  nrotection,  to  de- 
prive it  of  the  little  whicn  it  enjoyed.  Let 
the  accounts  of  shtpft  building  in  the  seve* 
lal  ports  be  MEamined,  and  the  depreeiatron 
would  be  distinctlv  manifest — adepreciation 
oceasioaed  by  the  competition  of  other 
countries,  who,  tt  was  universally  admitted, 
oould  build  and  equip  ships  at  a  lower  rate 
than  we  cookl.  ifie  excitement  which 
had  occurred  in  1825  had  ito  effect  on 
the  returns  for  1826 ;  a  part  of  which  con- 
iialed  of  contracts  made  in  the  preceding 
fear.  It  appeared,  that  in  1 823  the  nam- 
bar  of  sbijM  building  in  the  different  yards 
of  the  kia^dom  was  3,700;  in  1824, 
6,000;  in  1825,  6,213;  and  in  1826, 
d^213.  At  the  present  time,  there  was  not 
a  single  ship  building,  or  contracted  for, 
in  ports  in  which  formerly  numerous  ves* 
•eia  were  bidlt.  At  Chepstow,  where  for- 
merly many  vessels  were  built,  not  one 
afus  now  building.  At  HvU,  no  ship  had 
been  contracted  for;  and  only  one  was 
Wilding,  in  order  to  rive  employment  to 
thMien  i»lhe  yiuiiis.  AlltheaoooutitalrQm 
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the  North  were  of  the  most  desponding 
description  {  and  he  was  sure  that  such  ho* 
nourable  gentlemen  as  were  conneeted  with 
that  part  of  the  Island  woukl  bear  him  out 
in  the  assertion ;  and  he  understood  that  it 
was  the  same  at  Yarmouth,  te. 
*  What  was  the  meaning  of  all  this? 
However  mgeaiously  the  new  commercial 
system  migfa^be  defended,  was  it  not  evi- 
Mnt,  that  it  operated  injuriously  on  the 
trade  of  the  country  ?  The  whole  trade  of 
the  country,  and  more  especially  the  ship* 
pinginterest,  was  suffering  distress,  and  de- 
pression. The  table  was  covered  with  the 
comphdnts  of  petitioners  on  the  subject. 
Were  they  to  ck>se  diek  ears  and  under- 
stsndings  against  those  complaints;  or 
ooght  Uiey  not  rather  to  deliberate  tem- 
perately on  the  best  mode  of  remedying 
the  grievance  ?  The  political  situation  of 
this  country  was  so  different  from  that  of 
every  otimr,  that  no  real  reciprocity  in 
commercial  matters  could  be  established-; 
and  every  bonus  which  we  gave  to  foreign 
commerce  was  a  sheer  and  uncompensated 
loss  to  our  own. 

But  what  remedv  was  it  practicable  to 
apply  to  the  evil  ?  His  gallant  friend  had 
aReaidy  alluded  to  the  report  of  the  par- 
liamentary committee  of  1825,  which  cer- 
tainly afforded  a  fair  ground  for  hope,  that 
if  the  new  arrangements  proved  injurious^ 
they  might  be  modified.  Complaints 
wete,  at  thai  period,  made  of  the  tendency 
of  diose  arrangements.  Among  others,  a 
very  sensible  and  energetic  remonstrance 
against  them  had  been  sent  from  North 
Shields.  For  himself,  he  confessed  that 
he  was  not  altogether  without  hope,  that 
some  means  mi^t  be  devised  of  diminish- 
ing, if  not  entirely  removing,  the  grievance. 
He  was  persuaded  that  to  our  colonies  we 
must  look  for  the  means  of  giving  a  new 
impulse  to  our  shipping  interest.  If  his 
majesty's  government  remained  firm  in 
their  interdiction  of  American  trade,  he 
perauaded  that  the  trade  with  the 
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month  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  with  the 
West  Indies,  would  prove  most  beneficiaL 
Oth^  advantageous  measures  might  be 
lAlopted.  Some  of  the  duty  on  North 
Ametkan  timber mightberepe^ed.  Some 
mbdification  might  be  mtroduced  in  the 
bonding  system.  The  duties  on  deals 
might  be  equalised,  as  recommended  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Loids,  in  1 825.  A  return  had  been 
made  of  the  amount  of  duty  paid-  on  Ame- 
rican timber  within  the  last  ten  jears-: 
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and  from  that  it  was  endeavoured  to  be 
showD,  that  we  might  have  obtained  ai 
much  higher  duty,  if  the  same  quantitv  of 
timber  were  imported  from  the  Baltic, 
and  that  the  diffeieBce  was  the  amount  of 
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Mr.  Paulett  Thompson  said/ that,  in  ris- 
ing to  oppose  the  motion  of  the  gallant 
genend,  he  fdt  the  gieateat  apprebenaioia 
lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  he  did  aor 
from  any  fear  or  any  doubt  of  what  the  re- 
protection  pven  to  American  timber.    But  I  suit  of  the  labours  of  a  Committee  on  the 
11  should  be  recollected,  that,  if  the  duty  |  subject  of  Shipping  would  be.    On  the 

contrary,  he  felt  cerkiuB  that,  as  nothing 
but  truth  could  be  elicited  by  such  an  ii^ 
quirv,  the  cause  to  whieh  he  was  attai^ied, 
the  liberal  principles  of  policy,  as  apptied 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  the  shipping 
of  this  country,  would  only  be  made  more 
manifest,  and  be  more  tlum  before  con^ 
firmed.    On  this  account  he  should  re- 
joice at  the  establishment  of  a  committee  ; 
because  he  .felt  that  the  principle  of  the 
right  hon.   gentleman  would   oome  out 
lighter  than  before,   after  having  passed 
the  ocdeal  of  inquiry.    Still  he  was  Donad 
to  oppose  the  motion  for  two  reasons,'  be-* 
cause  he  conceived  that  two  evib  'might 
result  from  its  bemg  granted :  one,  mt 
it  might  be  construed  into  something  like 
a  doubt,  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment, of  the  expediency  of  the  pi^ci* 
pie:  the  other,  that  it  would  necessarSf 
raise  delusive  hopes  in  the  minds  of  the 
ship-owners  and  tneir  friends..   Tbers  warn 
yet  another  reason  which  induced  him  le 
oppose  it — that  he  did  not  think  a  dom- 
mittee  should  be  granted  on  any  sabject* 
unless  a  sufficient  case  could  be  made  out; 
and  certainly,  in  his  opinion,  the  gallaat 
officer  had  failed  entirely  in  doing  so. 
He  thought  he  should  be  able  to  shew  to 
the  House,  that  the  hon.  gentlemeii  who 
had  supported  the  motion  were  equalij^oa* 
fortunate  in  their  facts  and  their  conehi^ 
sions.    He  did  not  accuse  them  of  haviv 
wilfully  made  mis-statements;  all  they  had 
done  was  to  believe  a  little  too  impucitly 
what  had  been  stated  to  them  by  othen. 
And,  certainly,  there  was  nothing  in  Cheir 
credulity  which  astonished  him  so  much 
as  the  extraordinary — he  might  .afawm 
call  it  unblushing — effrontery  with  wJuck 
they  were  supplied  with  those  distorted 
statements,  by  those  who  must  have  knowtt 
how  much  they  were  so.  .  The  same  hands 
which  had  supplied  the  gallant  general 
had  supplied  the  documents  whidi  were 
upon  their  table ;  and  he  should  proceed 
to  shew  in  what  manner  these  statenteta 
had  been  compiled. 

And  first,  with  regard  to  the  case  of 
distress,  the  onl^  part  of  the  galknl  g^ne* 
ral's  statement  in  which  he  could  at  all 
agree,  and  m  that.fae  onjly  partially  i^om* 


were  not  thus  low,    the  same  quantity 
would  not  be  imported.    It  was  now  im- 
ported in  such  quantities,  that  some  of  it 
was  cut  up  ier  fire-wood ;  which  in  itself  was 
an  advantage  to  the  poor  of  the  country.  * 
The  hon.  member  then  proceeded  to  con- 
tend, that  the  colcmial  trade  was  that 
which  ou^  to  be  particularly  encouraged 
by  the  country  ;  as,  besides  the  employ- 
ment it  gave  to  the  capital  of  the  British 
ship-owner,  it  was  one  of  the  best  nurseries 
ibr  our  seamen.    If  he  were  called  upon 
to  support  his  argument  of  the  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  the  cultivation  of  our 
trade  with  the  colonies,  he  wpuld  refer  to 
the  very  able  work,  published  twenty  years 
ago,  by  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
Tffhose  extraordinary  abilities  enabled  him 
to  master  every  subject  to. which  he  ap- 
plied himself    [The  hon.    member  here 
feed    an    extract  from  Mr^  Brougham's 
"  Colonud    Policy,"    enforcing    the    im- 
portance of  cherishing  our  trade  with  the 
colonies,  as  the  means  of  enriching  and  a|;- 

Sandizing  the  mother-country].     Such, 
e  hon.  member  said,  appeared  to  him  to- 
be  the  only  means  of  restoring  our  com- 
mercial marine  to  vigour  and  employment. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  show  the  great  in- 
crease ot  foreign  shipping  in  some,  parts  of 
our  trade ;  but  there  were  other  p^rts  on 
irhich  he  had  not  glanced.    He  under- 
stood, however,  that  the  trade  to  the  Me- 
4iterranean  and  to  the  colonies,  and  the 
fisheries,  were  as  much  depressed  as  the 
branches  of  trade  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
He  might  be  accused  of  opposing  himself 
to  an  eiilarged  and  liberal  system  of  com- 
mercialpolicy :  such  was  not  his  inten- 
tion.   Hie  only  begged  the  House,  with 
great  deference,  to  recollect,  in  the  midst 
pf  all  this  effort  to  introduce  liberal  feel- 
ing, that  there  was  one  central  spot.  Great 
Britain,   whence   blessings  emanated  to 
eveiT  part  of  the  globe ;  and  that  if,  by 
too  hasty  a  progress  in  liberality,  her  in- 
terests were  to  suffer,  her  energies  to  be 
impaired,  or  her  maritime  power  to  give 
wa^,  it  was  not  herself  alone  but  the  whole 
universe  that  would  have  to  deplore  the 
calamity.    On  these  grounds  he  relt  it  his 
duty  to  second  the  motion. 


613 


5%^^pptfisf  Interett  of  the  Country. 


May  7,  1827. 


614 


cided:  but  the  bare  instance  of  distress 
was  not  sufficient  to  institute  a  claim  for  a 
committee;  especially  when  the  cause  of 
that  distress  was  obvious.  -He  agreed  in 
the  existence  of  distress  amongst  me  shipr 
owners ;  but  he  would  ask  the  gallant  ^- 
neral,  in  what  class  of  men,  in  what  Ime 
in  which  capital  was  employed,  did  dis- 
tress not  exist  at  present  ?  Did  it  exist 
solely  amongst  the  ship-owners?  Was 
not  me  manufacturer  of  cotton,  of  wool — 
the  merchant  whose  capital  had  been  in- 
vested in  iron,  in  any  other  goods  what- 
erer,  labouring  under  distress  ?  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  talked  of  a  depreciation  to 
die  amount  of  6ve  and  twenty  or  thirty 
per  cent  in  shipping.  Let  him  run  his 
eye  over  the  general  price  current,  and  he 
would  find  that,  in  many  other  depart- 
ments of  our  trade,  there  had  been  a  fall 
of  aboTe  five  and  twenty  per  cent.  He 
might,  perhaps,  be  told,  that  the  distress 
in  those  classes  was  becoming  daily  less, 
whilst  that  of  the  ship-ownera  was  increas- 
ing :  this  be  denied ;  but  if  it  was  so,  it 
was  easily  to  be  accounted  for.  In  those 
businesses,  such  as  ship-building,  where 
capital  expended  cannot  be  withdrawn  and 
transferrea,  except  by  an  almost  certain 
sacrifice,  it  was  natural  that  the  distress 
would  last  longer  than  in  others  not  in 
that  situation.  But  th|;Cause  of  the  dis- 
tress in  the  shipping  was  the  same  with 
that  in  other  lines  of  business — the  over- 
speculation  and  over-trading.  The  papers 
on  the  table  shewedwhat  were  the  Returns 
of  ships  built  in  the  British  empire  during 
the  last  few  yeari  :— 


1819 
1820 
182! 
1822 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  • 


Tom. 

85,000 
143,000 
204,000 
178,000 


Toos. 
111,000    1823 

84,000    1824 

74,000    1825 

67,000  1826 
Here  was,  in  1825,  an  increase  of  nearly 
two  hundred  per  cent  on  1823,  and  in 
1826  of  one  hundred*per  cent  Was  it, 
then,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  there  should 
be  difficulty  now  in  employing  all  this  in- 
crease of  shipping,  when,  owing  to  the 
over-speculation  in  other  branches  of  trade, 
^e  amount  of  goods  to  be  transported  had 
likewise  fallen  off? 

'  But  we  were  told  by  the  gallant  gene- 
ral, and  by  his  supporters,  in  their  corre- 
spondence'with  the  Board  of  Trade,  that 
me  distress  was  now  owing  to  the  compe- 
lilion  of  foreigners.  And  how  do  they 
stteropt  to  prove  thb  ?  Not  by  a  reference 
to  the  amount  of  respective  shipping  em* 


ployed ;  not  by  shewing  that  a  decrease 
nad  taken  place  in  the  amount  of  British 
shipping,  because,  as  he  should  presently 
shew,  they  could  not ;  but  by  a  reference 
to  statements  of  the  cost,  time  of  sailing, 
comparative  durability  of  foreign  ships,  in 
which  it  was  easy  to  impose  upon  the  cre- 
dulity of  those  who  were  not  well  versed  in 
the  subject.  These  attempts  were  so  open 
and  so  barefaced,  that  they  deserved  to  be 
exposed;  and  he  should  certainly  do  so. 
First,  with  reeard  to  the  cost  of  building : 
the  parties  lert  out  of  their  calculation  al- 
together the  difference  of  the  admeasure- 
ment, owing  to  the  registry  regulations  of 
this  country.  The  foreigpi  ship  was  built 
at  so  much  **  per  ton  burthen,"  the  English 
vessel  at  so  much  "  per  ton  register,"  and 
the  British  vessel  so  built,  carried  one 
third  to  one  half  more  tonnage  burthen 
than  her  registry  admeasurement.  This 
the  ship-owners  attempted  to  meet  by  a 
declaration,  that  **  the  capaci^  of  ships 
built  abroad  was  ec|ual  to  that  of  English." 
This  was  a  most  miserable  quibble.  Now, 
taking  the  proportionate  rate  of  capacity, 
it  appeared  from  the  best  returns  which 
could  be  obtained,  that  the  cost  of  building 
was,  during  the  last  six  or  seven  months, 
as  follows  per  ton,  British  register: — In 
London,  20/.;  in  Hull,  17/.;  in  New- 
castle, 16/.  to  17/. ;  if  wood  sheathed, 
12/.  to  15/. ;  in  Norway,  fit  only  for  tim- 
ber, 10/.;  in  the  Baltic,  12/.  to  13/ :  if  fit 
only  for  timber,  9/.  to  10/. ;  in  Holland, 
France,  and  Hamburgh,  13/.  to  16/.;  if 
coppered,  18/.  to  20/.  Undoubtedly, 
there  was  here  a  difference  in  the  cost 
price ;  but  this  was  more  than  accounted 
for  by  the  comparative  durability,  the  time 
they  each  commenced  the  voyage,  and  the 
diftrenoe  of  the  number  of  men.  . 

An  attempt,  and  a  most  unworthy  at- 
tempt, had  been  made  by  the  bodv  of 
ship-owners,  to  shew  that  in  no  one  of  these 
particulars  did  the  British  ship  enjoy  an 
advantage.  First,  to  prove  that  the  dura- 
bility was  not  greater,  they  had  given  what 
appeared,  to  any  one  not  conversant  with 
the  subject,  a  fair  comparative  statement, 
taken  from  Lloyd's  books.  Now,  what 
was  the  truth  of  this  ?  Why,  it  was  the 
most  unfair  that  could  be,  and  shewed  any- 
thing but  the  truth.  British  ships  were 
registered  at  Lloyd's  the  moment  they 
were  off  the  stocks ;  and  if  any  accident 
happened  to  them,  they  were  instantly 
efiaced.  A  foreign  ship  was  only  regis- 
tered when  the  came  mto  thia  country, 
X2 
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and  no  account  was  taken  of  accidents 
which  might  have  happened  to  her,  so  that 
very  probably  half  the  foreign  ships  selected 
by  the  ship-owners  as  a  proof  of  their  lon- 
gevity might  have  ceased  to  exist  alto- 
gether. Secondly,  with  regard  to  the 
time.  A  certificate  was  given  by  two 
brokers  on  this  subject;  but  it  was  not 
the  better  for  that. — He  would  appeal  to 
any  man — any  member  in  the  House, 
who,  like  himself,  was  in  the  habit  of  em- 
ploying shipping — ^whether  the  foreigners 
were  not,  proverbially,  dilatory  in  their 
voyages  ?  Lastly,  with  regard  to  the  dif- 
ference of  the  number  of  men.^  Here  a 
statement  in  figures  was  given,  in  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  have  erred  unknow- 
ingly ;  but  here  these  gentlemen  actually 
went  .against  their  own  figures ;  and,  after 
giving  us  a  calculation,  which  shewed  that 
there  are  five  men  employed  to  every  hun- 
dred tons  of  British  shipping,  and  six  to 
every  hundred  tons  foreign,  actually  told 
US  that  there  were  only  four  to  every  hun- 
dred tons  foreign.  But  these  were  mere 
matters  of  calculation ;  it  remained  now 
to  see,  whether  what  the  ship-owners  said 
ought  to  have  occurred,  had  really  oc- 
curred ;  and  whether  we  were  undersailed 
by  foreign  ships,  as  according  to  their  cal- 
culations we  ought  to  be.  The  House  had 
already  heard  the  immense  increase  of 
British  ship-building  in  1824,  1825,  and 
1826,  since  the  Reciprocity  acts  had  come 
into  force.  Now,  what  was  the  statement 
as  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  of  the 
British  and  foreign  tonnage  entered  in- 
wards in  those  years  ? 


British. 

1818  ,      2,467,779  tons 

1820  .     .  2,270,400 

1822  .      2,390,238 

1824  '.     .  2,364,249 

1S25  .      2,786,844 

1826  .     .  2,478,047 


Forei^. 

704,511 
•   408,401 

419,694 
.   694,880 

892,601 
.  643,922 


From  this  account,*strangeto  say,  it  did 
not  appear  that  foreign  shipping  had  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  ours  since  the 
alteration  in  the  law,  although  he  certainly 
expected  it  would ;  but  this  was  only  a 
further  argomeot  against  the  assertion  of 
our  being  undersailed. — He  would  now 
turn  to  the  state  of  the  Baltic  trade.  What 
was  the  return  of  the  number  of  ships, 
British  and  foreign,  that  had  passed  the 
Sound  ? 

British*  Forein* 

1821       .     ,    2,819       .     .    6,358 
1^«2    .     .       3,097     .    .      5^86 


1823  •     .     3,016       .    •    6,187 

1824  .     .       3,540    .    •       6,978 

1825  ..    5,186       .     .     7,974 

1826  .     .       3,730     .     .       7,335 
Comparing  1826  with  1824  and  pieced* 

ing  years,  it  did  not  appear  that  we  bail 
lost  any  thing  of  our  relative  proportkm*. 
It  did  not  then,  in  fact,  appear  that  we 
were  undersailed  by  foreigners.  If  it  woe 
true  that  it  were  so,  why  did  they  not 
obtain  all  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world  T 
How  happened  it  that  British  shipping 
retained  so  large  a  share  of  it  ?  He  wovki 
appeal  to  any  merchant,  whether  he  did 
not  always  find  it  to  his  advantage  to  gtre 
the  preference  in  a  neutral  port  to  a 
British  ship  ?  A  statement  had  been  made 
in  1823,  by  the  ship-ovmers,  that  in  tliat 
year,  out  of  two  hundred  and  eight  veaiels 
arrived  at  Hambu^h  between  the  I  si 
January  and  1st  June,  only  twelve  we^ 
British — that  was  before  the  alteration  in 
the  law.  What  was  the  case  in  1826  ? 
By  a  return  he  held  in  his  hand,  oat  of 
eight  hundred  and  two  vessels,  seven  Ka»* 
dred  were  British  ?  Did  this  look  as  if  tke 
carrying  trade  was  lost  to  us  ? 

He  had  said  thus  much,  to  show  the 
fallacy  of  the  statements  of  the  ship- 
owners. But,  for  a  moment  admitlio^ 
them  to  be  correct,  he  would  ask  the 
gallant  g^eral  what  he  proposed  doing  ? 
Re-enact  the  Navigation-laws  \  Was  that 
his  remedy  ?  And  what  must  follow  ?  Of 
course  retaliation  by  those  powers  which 
would  be  attacked  by  our  doing  so.  And* 
supposing  that  such  barbarous  measures 
were  actually  commenced  in  this  war  of 
prohibition,  which  would,  of  coarse,  be 
carried  to  the  extreme  length  by  boCh 
parties,  who  were  likely  to  be  the  greatest 
losers — this  country,  which  possessed  an 
immense  commercial  marine,  and  had  such 
an  enormous  capital  employed  in  diipping; 
or  that  country,  whose  marine  was  yet 
scarcely  formed  ;  whose  extent  of  capnal 
employed  in  this  branch  was  very  tnfling  ? 

He  had  now  shewn  that  ithe  eslhijit 
general,  and  those  who  supported  him, 
were  wrong,  as  far  as  their  own  inleiert 
and  the  interest  of  the  shipping  itself  wem 
concerned,  in  their  exclamations  agsintt 
the  Reciprocity  acts.  But  he  now  turned 
to  the  wider  field — the  general  interesU  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  of  conuDerce 
generally.  When  the  ship-owners  talked 
of  sacrificing  the  trade  with  Prussia^  s» 
being  of  littk  moment,  w^re  they  swim 
what  that  trade  was?    Did  th^  know 
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^at  the  amount  oi  British  goods  exported 
to  that  country  was  ?  Was  it  a  question 
bf  a  few  thousands  ?  In  1823,  according 
to  the  account  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  the  imports  into  Prussia,  of  British 
produce,  amounted  to  7,465,000/.  And 
^aa  this  immense  amount  to  be  sacrificed 
—40  what  too?  To  a  supposed  good, 
Which  the  very  parties  interested  could  not 
shew  to  be  one.  And,  did  the  country 
|>ay  no  tax  for  the  ship-owners  already  *? 
Wbat  was  the  difference  between  the 
amount  of  duty  on  Canada  and  Baltic 
timber  ?  For  whose  supposed  interest  was 
that  ?  and  what  was  the  amount  ?  By  the  re- 
turns laid  on  the  table,  it  appeared,  that  the 
difference  between  the  duty  which  waslevied 
on  Canada  timber,  and  that  which  would 
kave  been  levied  on  Baltic,  was;  in  1824, 
1,226,000/.;  in  1826,  1,409,079/.;  in 
1 826,  1 ,27 8,69  i /.  This  was  a  tax  on  the 
eountry  for  the  benefit  of  that  class.  He 
was  far,  however,  from  opposing  the  rea- 
ionabie  demands  of  that  class,  when  those 
demands  could  be  complied  with,  compa- 
tibly with  the  general  interests  of  the  mass 
of  the  nation.  The  duties  on  hemp,  on 
Unens,  on  iron,  on  copper,  might  be  further 
reduced.  That  was  a  just  claim,  and  such 
a  one  he  would  support. 

This  was  not  the  time  for  entering  into 
^e  question  of  the  Navigation-laws ;  but 
if  he  were  inclined  to  do  so,  and  to  state 
his  opinion  of  their  having  been,  from  the 
beginning,  prejudicial  instead  of  advan- 
tageous to  oritish  commerce,  and  even  to 
British  shipping,  he  might  do  so,  and 
fortify  his  opinion,  by  quoting  that  of  the 
most  illustrious  persons,  all  of  them  con- 
temporaries of  the  introduction  of  the 
aystem — sir  Roger  Coote,  sir  Josiah  Child, 
and  after  them,  sir  Matthew  Dukes,  who 
expressly  recorded  their  opinion  of  those 
knrs  as  unfavourable  to  this  country. 

He  had,  he  now  thought,  sufficiently 
answered  the  gallant  general  and  the  hon. 
member  for  Northwnberland.  He  must 
apologise  to  the  House  for  having  tres- 
passed upon  their  attention  at  such  length. 
Nothing  but  the  importance  of  the  subject 
could  have  induced  him  to  do  so  ;  but  he 
considered  the  present  attack  as  not  merely 
one  upon  the  principle  of  the  alteration  of 
the  Navigation-laws,  but  as  one  on  the 
pnnciple  of  free  trade  generally ;  and  he 
<50Qceived  that  on  such  an  occasion,  when 
an  attempt  was  made — if  he  might  borrow 
from  the  eloquence  of  the  right  hon,  gen- 
tlemaii  opposite — to  "  arrest  the  march*  of  i 


human  improvement  and  beat  back  the 
tide  of  civilization,"  it  behoved  every 
honourable  and  independent  man  in  that 
House,  more  especially  if  connected  by 
circumstances  with  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  to  stand  forward  to  oppose  it. 
He  should  never  be  found  wanting,  he 
hoped,  on  such  an  occasion  ;  and,  however 
feeble  he  was  aware  was  his  voice,  however 
little,  worth  his  support,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  should  have  all  be  could  do. 
But  more  than  that,  he  would  venture  to 
say,  that  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  only 
persevered  in  his  course — ^if  he  only  per- 
sisted in  his  liberal  policy,  the  voice  of  th* 
country  would  be  with  him :  his  country's 
applause  would  be  his  meed ;  and  he 
would  assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
that  *<  Nee  quidquid  habet  fortuna  txit 
maius  quatn  ut  possis,  nee  natura  tua 
melius  quam  ut  velis  servare  quam  pluri* 
mus."  The  hon.  gentleman  sat  dowri 
amidst  loud  applause  from  both  sides  of 
the  House. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  said,  that  in  endea- 
vouring, as  a  British  admiral,  to  defend  the 
interests  of  British  commerce,  he  trusted 
he  should  meet  with  as  much  patient  at- 
tention to  the  two  or  ^ree  brief  observa- 
tions which  he  had  to  offer  on  this  qiles* 
tion,  as  he  had  frequently  met  from  the 
House,  on  former  occasions  when  he  had 
risen  to  address  it*.     The  present  motionr 
involved  matters  of  the  deepest  interest  to 
this  great  island  ;  surrounded  as  it  was  by 
waters  which  conveyed  its  commerce  to 
every  corner  of  the  habitable  globe.  With- 
out being  at  all  a  party  man,  he  must  beg 
leave  to  doubt  the  able  and  elaborate  speech 
of  the  young  member  who  had  just  sat 
down.      That  hon.  member  came  from  a 
quarter,  which  made  him  suspect  the  argu- 
ment he  used.      He  was  connected  with 
those  northern  houses  which  were  enabled 
to  sail  ships  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than 
the  rest  of  the  country  could  do.    When 
he  perceived  the  brooms  at  the  head  [a 
laugh],  not  of  that  House,  but  of  ships-^ 
when  he  saw  seamen  walking  about  our 
ports  with  their  hands  in  their  pockets, 
and  nothing  at  all  to  do — when  he  knew 
that  it  was  the  fashion  for  brokers  to  be 
ranging  through  our  docks  recommending 
an  amiable  Prussian  to  one  customer,  a  fine 
Russian  to  another,  and  a  sweet  Swede  to* 
a  third,  he  doubted  that  the  doctrines  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  below  him,  though 
beautiful  m  theory,  were  by  no  meaVis 
reducible,  with  safety,  to  practice.    The 
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ca^e  appeared  to  him  to  lie  in  a  nut-shell. 
He  should  therefore  vote  in  support  of  the 
gallant  general's  motion  for  a  committee, 
and  should  feel  that  in  doing  so,  he  was 
taking  the  most  effectual  measures  to  sup- 

e^rt  tbe  honour  and  welfare  of  thecountry. 
e  trusted  that  the  House,  notwithstand- 
ing the  speech  which  it  might  hear  thatnight 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  would  not 
be  led  away  by  words  which  were  calculated 
to  make  '^  the  worse  appear  the  better 
reason,"  but  would  confine  itself  to  prac- 
tical facts,  and  discard  theoretical  argu- 
ments. For  his  own  part,  he  was  satisfied 
of  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee 
to  ascertain  whether  tne  abridgment  of  the 
Navigation-laws — which,  if  it  had  been 
propped  thirty  years  ago,  would  have  been 
deemed  a  qualification  for  the  proposer's 
admission  into  Bedlam — ^had  or  had  not 
proved  injurious  to  the  commercial  marine 
of  the  country  ? 

Mr.  Huskissan  rose,  and  spoke,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows  :* — 

I  do  not  regret.  Sir,  that,  by  giving  way 
to  the  gallant  admiral,  I  afforded  him  an 
opportunity  of  cautioning  the  House  not 
to  be  misled  by  '  arguments  calculated  to 
make  "  the  worse  appear  the  better  cause." 
The  House  will  know  how  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  the  gallant  admiral's  advice, 
and  to  apply  it  to  the  speech  with  which 
he  has  just  favoured  us. 

Before  I  proceed  to  those  observations 
which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  make  on 
the  motion  of  my  honourable  colleague, 
the  House,  I  trust,  will  allow  me  to  offer 
my  unfeigned  acknowledgments  for  their 
kind  consideration  towards  me,  in  having, 
more  than  once»  postponed  the  discussion 
of  this  important  question  before  the  Easter 
recess,  when  I  was  unavoidably  absent 
from  their  debates.  Those  who  have  wit- 
nessed my  conduct  in  former  parliaments 
will  give  me  credit  when  I  say,  that  I 
always  feel  deep  regret,  if,  from  anv  cause, 
I  am  prevented  attending  my  public  duty 
in  this  place.  My  regret  has,  in  the  pre- 
sent instance,  been  greatly  increased,  by 
the  consideration,  that  this  House  was 
occupied  before  the  recess,  with  another 
Tery  important  question— I  mean  the 
Corn-laws ;  in  the  course  of  the  discussions 
upon  which,  frequent  reference  was  made 
to  the  opinions  which  I  had  professed,  and 


^  From  the  original  edition,  printed  for 
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to  the  part  which  I  had  taken  onfonnen 
sions  upon  that  subject. 

Neither  of  that  lefereooe,  nor  of  any 
animadversions  which  may  have  accom- 
panied it,  have  I  a  disposition  or  a  right 
to  complain.  I  admit  that»  in  thus  re- 
ferring to  my  conduct  and  opinions, 
honourable  members  have  done  no  more 
than  they  were  called  upon  to  do  by  their 
own  sense  of  public  duty.  They  were  the 
less  called  upon  to  be  scrupulous  in  this 
respect,  as  they  were  aware  that,  at  some 
future  time,  an  opportunity  would,  in  all 
probability,  be  afforded  me,  of  defending 
myself,  if  necessary,  against  any  imputa- 
tions which  might  be  cast  upon  me,  and  of 
makmgthat  defence,  in  the  presence  of 
those  ij  whom  my  conduct  had  been  ar- 
raigned, and  before  dve  same  tribunal  by 
which  the  charge  had  been  heard. 

Whilst  I  feel,  therefore — as  I  stncerel j 
do  feel — nothing  but  thankfulness  for  the 
consideration  with  which  I  have  been 
treated  during  my  absence,  by  all  parties 
in  this  House,  I  must  say,  that  I  cannot 
but  take  a  very  different  view  of  an  attack^ 
altogether  unprovoked,  which  was  made 
in  another  place,  upon  my  public  character 
and  conduct,  at  a  moment  wben  I  was 
wholly  disabled  by  illuess,  from  taking  any 
notice  of  that  unwarrantable  proceeding  : 
— ^in  a  place,  too,  where,  neither  in  sickness 
nor  in  health,  neither  now,  nor  at  any  time 
hereafter,  can  I  be  permitted  to  meet,  face 
to  face,  the  individual  making  that  unjust 
attack,  or  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
repelling  it  before  the  assembly  to  which  it 
was  adoressed.  It  may  have  suited  the 
taste,  it  may  have  been  congenial  to  the 
feelings,  of  that  individual,  to  representme, 
under  these  circumstances,  as  a  "wild 
theorist,  ready  at  all  times  to  attempt  eny 
experiment,  no  matter  how  hazardous.**  It 
may  have  been  deemed  justifiable  by  that 
individual,  to  charge  me  with  having  palm- 
ed measures  upon  the  House  and  upon  the 
country,  under  false  pretences.  It  maj 
have  been 

Mr.  Cressett  Pelham  rose  to  order.  He 
observed,  that  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
was  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as  he  was 
alluding  to  expressions  which  had  been 
used  in  debate,  in  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament 

Mr.  Huikisson. — If  an  allegatk>n— 4Ui 
unjust  and  unfounded  allegation — ^be  made 
against  me,  I  must  answer  it  when  I  can* 
If  my  character  is  attacked  and  calomni- 
ated  in  another  place,  in  which  I  cannoi 
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be  heaidt  I  must  ayail  myself  of  the  op- 

r>rtuDity  of  defending  it  in  a  place  where 
can  be  heard.  It  has.beeu  asserted  of 
me,*  in  a  place  to  which  I  allude,  that  I 
haye  palmed  upon  the  House  and  the 
country  measures  of  great  public  import* 
ance,  under  false  pretences,  and  that  I 
have  been  guilty — neither  more  nor  less— 
of  a  gross  political  fraud. 

It  is  an  old  observation,  and  not  the 
less  true  because  it  is  old,  that  those  who 
are  the  most  ready  to  indulge  in  tortuous 
courses  themselves  are  usually  the  most 
xeady  to  charge  that  species  of  conduct 
upon  others.  An  indignant  denial  is  all 
the  answer  which  I  can  give  at  present  to 
the  accusation  brought  ^;ainst  me.  Were 
I  to  enter  into  particulars,  I  fear  I  should 
depart  too  widely  from  the  question  which 
is  at  present  before  us ;  but  this  I  will  say, 
I  have  now,  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House, 
during  the  whole  of  which  period,  do:ini  to 
the  present  hour,  I  have  always  acted 
under  a  sense  of  Uiat  moral  responsibility 
to  public  opinion  and  the  judgment  of  mv 
country,  to  which  every  man,  be  his  rank 
or  station  what  it  may,  is  liable,  for  the 
part  which  he  takes  in  the  votes  and  pror 
ceedjngs  of  parliament.  That  moral  re- 
sponsibility which,  in  fact,  constitutes 
public  character,  1  am  not  afraid  to  en- 
(Counter.  I  am  equally  ready  to  meet  the 
more  direct  responsibility  which  attaches 
Ito  me  as  a  mmister  of  the  Crown,  not 
only  for  the  measures  which  I  have  brought 
forward  in  this  House  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty's  govemmetit,  but  also  for  every 
other  measure  in  which  I  have  concurred 
ainoe  I  have  had  the  honour  of  serving  his 
majesty  in  that  capacity.  I  make  this 
declaration  without  the  slightest  reserve, 
^d  I  trust  without  any  unbecoming  arro* 
gance.  Further  it  would  be  improper  to 
speak  of  myself.  But,  with  regard  to  the 
individual  who  has  thus  attacked  me,  with- 
X)ut  the  slightest  provocation  on  my  part, 
I  must  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  1  nave 
been  an  atteptive  observer  of  his  public 
career  for  the  last  five-and-thir^  years. 
I  have  done  more.  I  have  read  ail  the 
multifarious  works  whic,h  he  has  published 
4unng  that  .period,  whether  on  general 

elitics,  political  economy,  or  political  phi* 
iophy---aU  the  theoretical  lucubrations 
.with  which  he  has  enlightened  the  worB, 
xlown  even  to  hb  last  "  Chart  of  the  Com 
Laws."  I  have  read  them  all;  and,  ia 
Mtjing  this,  I  am  aware,  that  I.have  exe- 


cuted a  task,  of  which  verv  few  men  be-* 
sides  myself  can  boast.  The  conclusion 
to  which  I  have  come — a  conclusion  not 
of  yestexday  but  now  of  some  years  stand- 
ing— is  that,  among  the  many  mercies 
which  have  been  .vouchsafed  to  this  coun- 
try, since  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war  in  1792,  there  are  few  for 
which  she  ought  to  be  more  thankful, 
than  for  those  fortunate  occurrences 
which,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  have 
disappointed  the  aspiring  ambition  of  that 
individual — occurrences  which  have  hi- 
therto prevented  his  being  placed  in  any 
station  of  power,  in  which  he  might  have 
been  enaued  to  inflict  the  application  of 
his  own  extravagant  theories--«iid  theories 
more  extravagant  were  certainly  never 
conceived  by  man— either  upon  the  people 
of  Uiis  country  or  upon  tnat  far  more 
numerous,  but  more  helpless,  population, 
which  b  placed  under  our  protection  ia 
another  quarter  of  the  world.  Having 
awaped  so  long,  I  trust  there  is  now  no 
risk,  that  any  part  of  the .  British  empire 
will  ever  fall  under  such  a  visitation. 

To  come,  Sir,  to  the  question  more  im- 
mediately under  discussion,  6rst  begging 
pardon  of  the  House  for  this  digression, 
upon  matters  principally  personal  to  my- 
self. I  rejoice  most  sincerely,  that  the 
gallant  general,  my  honourable  colleague, 
has  brought  forward  his  present  motion : 
not  only  because  it  afibrosme  an  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  my  own  conduct,  but 
because  it  has  given  to  the  hon.  member 
for  Northumberland  (Mr.  Liddell),  an  oc- 
casion for  a  display  of  the  clear  and  able 
manner  in  whicn  he  can  state  his  views  on 
an  extended  and  intricate  subject,  and  of 
talents  for  business  which  cannot  M  of 
being  duly  appreciated  by  the  important , 
county  which  ne  represents.  It  has  also 
afforded  to  the  hon.  member  for  Dover 
(Mr.  Poulett  Thompson),  an  opportunity 
of  manifesting  an  extraordinary  d^;ree  of 
acttteness  andknowled^,  in  respect  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  <^  the  country, 
and  of  stating  his  information  in  a  manner 
which  must,  I  am  sure,  have  made  the 
most  favourable  impression  npon  the 
House. 

Among  the  many  extraordinaiy  state* 
ments  raich  fell  from  my  gallant  col- 
league, there  was  none  whicn  I  heard  with 
more  surprise  than  his  remark,  that,  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  the  table  of  this 
House  has  been  overwhelmed  with  peti* 
tions  from  the  ship-owners  of  all  the  ports 
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of  Oveat  Briffuo,   complainix^  of  their 
distressed  condition ;  and  that  his  majesty's 
government  had  never  condescended  to 
pay  to  them  the  slightest  attention.    Now, 
vhat  is  the  real  state  of  the  case  ?    In  the 
oourse  of  the  last  session,  but  not  till  the 
last  session,  some  petitions  were  presented 
to  the  House  on  tnis  subject.    And  what 
became  of  them  ?    The  hon.  members  who 
presented  these  petitions,  contented  them- 
selves with  moving,  that  they  shouid  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  fhe  House,  and  be 
printed.      These  formalities   fulfilled  by 
titose  immediately  intrusted    with  these 
petitions,  they  would  have  been  forgotten, 
if  I  had  not  felt  it  my  duty  minutely  to 
investigate  the    allegation  contained    in 
them,  **  that  the  shipping,  and  carrying- 
trade  of  the  country  were  in  a  rapid  state 
of  decay."    Having  satisfied  myself  that 
the  allegation  was  nufonnded,  it  became 
asy  furSier  duty  to  endeavour  to  dispel 
anv  unfavourable  impression,  whivh  it  was 
calculated  to  make  upon  the  public  mind. 
W^h  that  view,  I  did,  uncalled  for,  bring 
forward  an  exposition  of  what  I  knew  to 
be  the  real  Bitua,tioii  of  the  commereial^ 
marine  of  the  kingdom.     I  made  that 
atatement  for  the  pui'pose  of  removing  any 
appiehensions,  needlessly  hoX  induslriouslj 
excite,  with  respect  to  an  inteiest  so 
nearly  connected  with  the  honour  and  the 
safety  of  the  empire.    In  submitting  that 
atatement  to  the  House,  about  a  twelve- 
ilionth  ago,  I  availed  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity which  it  afforded  me,  of  explicitly 
declaring  the  principles  which  I  entertam 
on  the  subject  of  our  Kavigatk>a-)aws ; 
of  explaining  and  vindicating  the  measures 
which  had  been  adopted  by  his  majesty's 
government,  in  reference  to  those  laws;  of 
bringing  fully  and  fairly  befoie  the  coun- 
try the  present  state  of  our  commerce  and 
marine ;  the  great  increase  in  their  amount 
ainee  the  year  1702 ;  and  of  comparing 
our  present  means  of  sustaining  and  man- 
ning our  military  marine  with  Uiose  which 
ve  could  command  at  former  periods ;  as 
well  as  with  the  means  possessed,  both 
BOW  and  at  former  periods,  by  the  powers 
which  hi|ve  been,  and  may  again  be,  op^- 
posed  to  us  in  maritime  warfare. 
'  This  statement,  which  I  submitted  to 
Ae  last  parliament,  is  now  beibre  the  pub- 
lic, and  in  a  shape,  1  am  readv  to  allow, 
which  entitles  any  gentleman  who  may  do 
me  the  honour  to  refer  to  it,  to  hold  me 
lesponalble  for  iu  contents.    It  has  been 
*«da  tiM  gfoandi  te  pratett,  of  so  many 


mjtrapresentatioM  out  of  doees,  that  i  feel 
thankful  for  thia  Ojpportanity  of  settiB^ 
myself  right,  and,  wnat  is  of  ftur  more  con* 
sequence  than  any  personal  eonsideimtiony 
of  setting  the  government,  imd  the  late 
parliament  ri^t,  in  the  judgment  of  Ike 
country,  upon  this  important  subject.    If 
the  House  will  favour  me  with  a  patieot 
hearing,  and  my  own  physical  powen  will 
permit,  I  trust  that,  before  I  sit  down,  [ 
shall  be  able  to  expose  those  misrepea* 
sentations ;  and,  if  1  succeed  in  that  ob- 
ject, I  shall  feel  equally  confident  of  re- 
lieving myself  from  the  calomBies  whieh, 
with  no  sparing  hand,  have  been  heaped 
upon  me  personally,  m  the  course  of  the 
last  yestf.    Let  not  &e  hireling  authors  ef 
those  calumnies  suppose  that  I  am  aboi^t 
to  retort  upon  them,  the  low  and  virigar 
abuse  which  they  htive  attempted  ia  east 
upon  me.     The  only  punishment  which 
they  shall  receive  at  my  hands  ia,  to  show 
them,  that  their  venom  has  fallen  innoes- 
ous  upon  me ;  that  I  am  not  mfected  hr 
it  i  and  that,  however  unjustly  attacked, 
I  feel  too  much  respect  for  this  Hoaae, 
and,  I  might  add,  too  much  adf-respeet — 
to  resort  to  such  base  engines  in  my  de- 
fence. 

But,  if  I  abstain  from  ootidDg  pensooal 
abuse  and  mal^ant  insinuations,  I  can* 
not  extend  the  same  degree  of  forbearance 
to  the  arguments,  the  mts-slateroenta,  the 
so|>hisms,  and,  I  must  add,  the  fhlsehooda, 
which  have  been  brought  forwaxd,  I  will 
not  say  by  the  ship-owners,  but  by  their 
advocates,  in  the  present  controveny. 
Cven  with  respect  to  the  ship-owneiv  them- 
selves, although  great  allowanoe  is  to  be 
made  for  the  irritation  of  men  suffering 
under  pressure  and  difficulties,  I  can-> 
not  consent  to  flatter  their  feelings,  and  to 
porehase  their  good-will,  at  the  expense 
of  compromising  the  claims  of  truth,  and 
the  permanent  interests  of  the  countcy . 

I  am  nol^  unaware.  Sir,  of  all  the  dis- 
advantages under  whk:h  I  approach  ^ 
discussion  of  this  great  question.  Many 
honourable  gentlemen  may  think  it  neoes- 
eary — and  for  this  I  do  not  blame  them — 
to  yield  to  the  solicitations  of  their  con* 
stituents.  1  am  not  ignorant  that,  even 
amongst  those  gentlemen  who  have  ao 
constituents  immediately  connected  wUk 
the  shipping  interest,  an  active  canvas  has 
lieen  carried  on,  and  that  ex  porle  state- 
ments have  been  indnstriouslv  laid  befere 
them  by  the  delegates  from  doe  oat*povtf, 
with  a  view  to  inHuenca  Iheiv  jndjiieat^ 
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«iid  to  ieenre  their  rotes  on  the  pretent  |  of  reaaoning  quite  peculiar  to  themselves, 

and  which  I  know  not  how  to  designate, 
unless  I  describe  it  as  resembling  that 
philosophy  which  prevailed  during  the 
middle  ages.  To  reason  from  facts,  ob- 
servation, and  experience — to  draw  con- 
clusions from  what  is  passing  before  them — '- 
is  a  system  not  yet  adopted  by  those  who 
claim  to  be  exclusively  practical  men.  In 
their  method  of  induction,  indeed,  facta 
are  precisely  what  they  are  most  disposed  to 
overlook.  Thus  far,  at  least,  their  wisdom 
is  in  accordance  with  the  wisdom  of  their 
ancestors,  the  philosophers  of  those  mid- 
dle ages,  who,  setting  their  faces  against 
all  improvements  denied  all  fiicts  which 
they  could  not  reconcile  to  their  own  pre- 
conceived doctrines.  Of  this  philosophy 
we  had  something  like  a  sample  last  year» 
in  the  question  of  the  silk-trade.  All 
that  was  thought  necessary,  on  the  part  of 
the  advocates  of  prohibition,  was  to  as- 
sume, as  incotitrovertible,  that  the  silk 
manufacture  of  this  country  would,  ne- 
cessarily, be  altogether  ruined,  root  and 
branch,  by  the  then  pending  change  in  the 
law.  Here  was  the  theory  of  practicsJ  men. 
That  theory  once  admitted,  the  inferences 
were  not  diiBcult  to  draw.  Those  in- 
ferences were  stated  as  so  many  undenia- 
ble facts  —  the  total  annihilation  of  a 
capital  amounting  to  many  millions  ster- 
ling— ^five  hundred  thousand  industrious 
people,  women  and  children,  deprived  of 
all  means  of  subsistence — and  I  know 
not  how  many  other  horrible  consequences ; 
all  so  much  taken  for  granted,  that  I  was 
pointed  out  as  a  ''  cdd-hearted,  callous 


question :— a  question  upon  which  it  is 
the  >DO^  ^^7  ^  excite  alarm,  iirom  its 
being  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
fliiaritime  power  of  the  country.  When 
this  paramount  interest  is  represented  to 
be  in  jeopardy,  it  is  natural  that  hon. 
members  should  listen  with  attention  to 
,  those  who,  in  pointing  out  the  supposed 
danger,  are  ready,  at  the  same  time,  to 
suggest  the  course  by  whidi  it  may  be 
averted. 

I  know,  likewise,  what  active  and  in- 
cessant efforts  have  been  made  to  influence 
the  feelings,  if  not  the  votes,  of  all  who 
entertain  opinions,  in  any  degree,  or  upon 
any  particular  point — the  Corn-laws,  for 
instance — at  variance  with  the  general 
principles  of  our  domestic  and  commercial 
policy ;  to  array  those  feelings  under  the 
popular  banner  of  the  Shipping  Interest, 
and  to  enlist  the  most  laudable  impulse  of 
national  pride  and  maritime  glory,  on  the 
aide  of  that  general  struggle  which  is  now 
<sarried  on,  in  certain  quarters,  against 
«ivery  attempt  at  improvement. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  considera- 
tioBB,  and  making  every  allowance  for 
those  hon.  members  who  are,  in  a  manner, 
obliged  to  vote  iu  favour  of  the  gallant 
general's  motion,  in  deference  to  the  wishes 
^  their  constituents  (conduct,  for  which, 
be  it  remembered,  T  am  far  from  imputing 
any  blame),  I  still  feel  it  to  be  my  bounden 
duty,  however  much  these  circumstances 
may  tell  upon  the  division,  to  state  fully 
and  fearlessly,  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
stand,  trusting  that  the  great  majority  of 


this  House  do  not  come  to  the  discussion  metaphysician,"  who,  worse  than  the 
of  this  important  question,  as  members  |  Devil,  could  contemplate  unmoved  the 
are  sometimes  said  to  attend  upon  a  private  certainty  of  so  much  wretchedness  and 
bill;  that  their  votes  are  not  pledged  to   distress. 

some  petty  an^  local  interest ;  that  they  In  spite  of  this  frightful  denunciation, 
are  not  fk)cking  here  to-night,  for  the  pur-  the  House  resolved  to  abide  the  result  of 
pose  of  redeeming  any  such  pledges  given  the  alteration,  which  was  then  about  to 
out  of  doors;  but  fbr  that  of  pronouncing  '  take  effect,  in  respect  to  the  silk-trade  of 
an  impartial  judgment,  after  hearing  both  '  this  country.  The  new  law  came  into 
■ides  of  the  question  now  under  consi-  '  operation  last  July,  at  a  period  of  peculiar 
deration.  |  pressure  and  difficulty,  m  every  branch  of 

'  Now,  I  feel  myself,  at  the  very  outset,  *  our  manufactures.  Yet,  nevertheless,  I 
I  own,  rather  at  a  loss  bow  to  deal  with  ,  have  now  the  satisfiiction  of  stating,  that 
that  question — a  difficulty  not  created  by  '  there  is  no  one  extensive  manufacture 
any  thing  which  I  have  heard  for  the  first  which  has  suffered  so  little  from  the  di«- 
time  this  evening,  but  arising  out  of  the  tress  of  the  times,  as  that  of  which  the 
statements  and  arguments  resorted  to  by  total  ruin  and  annihilation  had  been  so 
(hose  who  have  had  the  management  of ! confidently  foretold.  Nay,  more;-  I  am 
the  question  out  of  doors.  These  parties  enabled  to  add,  Uiat  the  result  of  a  free 
—I  mean  the  ship-owners  and  their  ad-  |  competition  has  been  this — ^that  more  real 
^iwataa— appear  to  me  to  employ  a  mode '  improvement  has  been  made  in  die  silk- 
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niftDttfcustuire  of^this  country,  within  the 
last  twelvemonth,  than  had  been  made  for 
half  a  century  before.  I  assert  this,  on 
the  authority  of  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves ;  and  I  say,  that  at  this  moment, 
those  manufacturers  are  not  only  fearless 
of  the  rivalry  of  France  in  foreign  markets, 
but,  in  some  articles,  are  able  to  undersell 
the  French  manufacturer  even  in  his  own 
market :  and,  so  little  do  they  dread  the 
competition  of  Bandana  handkerchiefs, 
against  which  no  rate  of  duty,  however 
high,  we  were  assured,  could  afford  pro- 
tection, that  silk  handkerchiefs  are  now 
actually  weaving  in  England,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  sent  out  to  the  Indian 
market 

But,  Sir,  the  ship-owners  go  even  a 
stage  further  than  the  silk  manufacturers. 
They  are  not  content  to  assume  what  will 
be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  measures 
adopted  by  government  for  the  regulation 
of  our  Navigation  system ;  they  positively 
assert  that  those  results  have  already  taken 
place.  They  maintain,  that  the  shipping 
mterest  of  this  country  is  at  the  present 
moment,  in  a  state  of  rapid  decay.  This 
is  the  burthen  of  all  the  petitions  which 
Ijiave  been  presented  on  tnis  subject.  I 
have  been  at  the  pains  of  reading  them  all ; 
and  there  is  not  one  which  does  not  pro- 
ceed upon  the  assumed  fact,  that  foreign 
shipping  resorting  to  our  ports  has  in- 
creased in  an  alarming  degree,  and  that 
the  shipping  of  this  country  has  decreased 
in  the  same  proportion.  From  this  as- 
sumption it  is  inierred — and,  if  the  pre- 
mises be  correct,  there  is  no  disputing  the 
conclusion — ^that  tlie  shipping  of  other 
states  will,  ere  long,  supersede  our  own 
shipping  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
country. 

Now,  upon  this  point  rests  the  whole 
question  between  the  ship-owners  and  his 
majesty's  government.  We  are  at  issue 
upon  a  fact ;  and  that  issue  is  what  the 
House  is  called  upon  this  evening  to  try. 
If  the  fact  shall  be  established,  it  will 
then  be  our  duty  to  examine  how  far  the 
inferences  are  correct;  and,  if  they  are 
conaect,  to  lose  no  time  in  considering  of 
the  best  meansof  averting  from  the  country 
the  evils  involved  in  these  inferences.  But, 
if  the  pretended  fact  should  be  altogether 
unfounded — if  the  true  state  of  things 
should  turn  out  to  be  the  reverse  of  what 
iis  alleged  by  the  petitioners — surely  we 
may  dismiss  the  inference,  and  save  our- 
selves the  trouble  of  any  further  proceed- 
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ing.    Upon  the  shewing  of  the  petitionera 
themselves,  there  would  be  no  ground  for 
the  committee  proposed  by  the  gallant 
general ;  and  to  grant  it  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, would  only  tend  to  raise  «, 
doubt,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  upon  the 
disposition  to  persevere  in  our  present  sys- 
tem   of   commercial  policy : — a   system 
which,  his  majesty's  government  are  per- 
suaded   is   calculated    to    advance    the 
general  interests  of  the  country,  without 
creating  any  prejudice  to  the  separate  in- 
terests of  the  ship-owner. 

The  gallant  general  has  stated,  that  it 
is  not  his  fault  Uiat  this  question  was  not 
brought  forward  at  a  much  earlier  period 
of  the  session.  Jf  there  be  blame  any- 
where, I  am  afraid  I  am  the  principal 
cause  of  this  delay.  Bat  I  own  that,  for 
the  fair  discussion  of  the  question,  1  can- 
not regret  that  it  was  defened.  If  we  had 
gone  into  this  subject  previous  to  the  re- 
cess, we  could  not  have  had  before  us  the 
annual  accounts  of  tonnage  and  shipping; 
which  are  never  laid  upon  the  table  till 
the  25th  of  March.  Without  those  ac- 
counts, we  should  not  have  possessed  any 
authentic  means  of  examining  the  asser- 
tions, upon  the  validity  of  which  we  aie 
now  to  decide. 

I  will  not  afiBrm  of  the  petitioners,  wha 
have  complained  of  this  delay,  any  thing  so 
offensive  as  that  they  were  aware,  that  when 
these  accounts  should  be  produced,  they 
would  overturn  all  their  statements :  but 
I  will  say,  that  those  statements  have  beea 
made  at  random;  although  I  am  ready 
to  concede,  that  they  were  according  to 
the  best  of  the  belief  of  the  persons  who 
have  signed  these  petitions.  They  hare 
taken  the  all^^tions  upon  credit,  {iron 
those  who  have  had  the  task  of  what  ia 
called  *^  getting  up  the  petition,''  — 
a  practice,  I  am  afraid,  become  very 
common  of  late  years,  and  by  which  ifaa 
value  of  one  of  the  most  important  rig^ 
of  the  subject,  and  the  influence  of  peti«> 
tions  in  this  House,  have  been  rather  im- 
paired than  strengthened. 

The  truth  of  Uiis  observation,  I  own, 
has  been  somewhat  confirmed  to  me  by 
the  attention  which  I  have  found  it  my 
duty  to  give  to  the  allegations  in  the  peti- 
tions now  under  consideration — allegatioos 
which  have  surprised  me  not  a  litde. 
The  confidence,  not  to  say  the  credulity, 
of  the  petitioners  must,  indeed,  have  beat 
largely  drawn  upon ;  seeing  that,  of  their 
I  own  personal  knowledge,  it  was  scarcely 
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possible  for  them  not  to  hare  been  aware 
how  inconsiBtent  some  of  the  statements 
were  with  occurrences  which  came  under 
their  own  Immediate  observation.  In  the 
petition  from  Scarborough,  for  instance, 
which  I  take  because  it  is  the  first  which 
was  presented  this  session,  I  find  it  stated, 
to  the  great  regret  and  alarm  of  the  peti- 
tioners, that  there  has  been  a  great  increase 
in  the  entry  of  foreign  vessels,  and  particu- 
larly of  vessels  from  the  Baltic>  in  all  the  Bri- 
tish ports  during  the  last  year.  This,  Sir,  is 
the  grievance  complained  of  by  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  Scarborough,  on  the  16th  of 
February,  1827.  As  far  as  their  own  port 
is  concerned,  they  must  naturally  be  sup- 
posed to  be,  of  all  persons,  the  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  real  state  of  the  case. 
As  far  as  other  ports  are  concerned,  they 
were  probably  speaking  only  from  hearsay. 
Now,  by  referring  to  the  returns  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  I  find  that,  in  the  year  1825, 
there  entered  into  the  port  of  Scarborough 
nineteen  British  vesseb,  amounting  to 
2,451  tons,  and  seventeen  foreign  vessels, 
amounting  to  998  tons.  I  find  also  that, 
in  the  next  vear,  1826,  the  year  adverted 
to  by  the  inhabitants  of  Scarborough,  the 
year  in  which  the  foreign  shipping  has 
made  much  alarming  progress  towards 
superseding  the  shipping  of  this  country, 
there  entered  seventeen  British  vessels, 
amounting  to  2,349  tons,  and  only  two 
foreign,  amounting  to  149  tons.  So  much 
for  the  petition  from  Scarborough  t  And 
so  much  for  the  practical  information 
which  these  petitioners  have  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  question ! 

The  next  petition  1  shall  refer  to  is 
from  Greenock,  a  much  larger  port  than 
Scarborough.  The  petition  contains  the 
same  general  allegations,  and  complains 
more  particularly  of  the  loss  of  the  timber- 
trade  with  the  British  provinces  in  North 
America.  It  states,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  protection  afforded  to  foreign  ship- 
ping, so  decided  a  preference  is  given  to 
foreigners  in  the  timber-trade,  that  the 
petitioners  can  no  longer  compete  with 
them,  and  that  the  British  trade  toiSanada 
will  soon  be  wholly  destroyed.  How  far 
this  allegation  is  correct,  as  relates  to  this 
partk:ular  branch  of  trade,  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  notice  hereafter :  but,  as  the  pe- 
titioners also  proceed  upon  the  assumption, 
that  the  increase  of  foreign  shipping  has 
been  alarmingly  great  in  &e  last  year,  I 
will  show  the  House,  from  the  returns,  to 
^at  degree  of  credit  this  assumption  is 


entitled.  In  the  year  1825,  there  entered 
into  the  port  Of  Greenock  two  hundred  an^ 
one  British  vessels,  amounting  to  51,249 
tons;  and  twenty -one  foreign  vessels, 
amounting  to  6,229  tons.  In  the  year  1826, 
the  number  of  British  vessels  was  one  hun- 
dred aud  ninety-seven,  and  their  tonnage 
54,037  tons ;  while  the  number  of  foreign 
vessels  was  onl^  eight,  and  their  tonnage 
2,380  tons ;  bemg  an  absolute  increase  m 
the  British  tonnage,  accompanied  by  a 
very  great  decrease  in  the  tonnage  of  fo- 
reign vessels,  in  the  very  port  from  which 
the  petition  proceeded  1 

Were  I  to  go  on  to  other  ports  from 
which  petitions  have  been  presented,  I 
should,  in  most  instances,  have  to  exhibit 
similar  comparisons  from  similar  returns: 
But  this  course  is  unnecessary,  and  would 
occupy  too  much  of  the  time  and  attention 
of  the  House. 

There  is,  however,  one  more  petition  to 
which  I  will  briefly  refer,  because  it  at- 
tempts, by  exciting  the  prejudices  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community,  to  bring 
their  feelings  to  b^ar  upon  the  present 
question.  This  petition  comes  from  the 
artificers  and  lalwurers  connected  with 
the  port  of  London,  and  employed,  in 
various  departments,  about  the  shipping. 
They  state  that,  in  the  year  1826,  they 
were  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  haa 
plenty  of  employment ;  but  that,  in  the 
year  1826,  owing  to  the  great  influx  of 
foreign  shipping,  they  are,,  at  this  moment, 
destitute  of  employment,  and  in  a  state  of 
the  deepest  distress.  Now  how  stands 
the  fact  ?  I  find,  by  the  returns  to  which 
I  have  just  referred,,  that  in  the  year  1825,. 
the  foreign  vessels  entering  inwards  in  the 
port  of  London,  amounted  to  302,122. 
tons ;  and  that  in  the  last  year,  the  year 
1826,  they  amounted  only  to  215,254 
tons.  If,  then,  the  distress  of  these  peti- 
tioners be  occasioned  by  the  amount  oC 
foreign  shipping,  the  aggregate  of  that 
distress  ought,  as  a  matter  of  course,  tx> 
have  been  less,  by  nearly  one  third,  during 
the  last  year,  than  during  the  year  1825. 
Is  it  not  evident,  therefore,  that  the  effects, 
complained  of  must  have  arisen  out  of  some 
other  cause?  Yet,  Sir,  these  petitioners 
are  actually  <^  overwhelmed  with  dismay'' 
•;— I  use  their  own  words — at  the  increase 
of  foreign  shipping  in  1826;  and  to  that 
circumstance  they  attribute  all  their  pre- 
sent difficulties  I 

I  am  afraid  I  am  detaining  the  House 
^  too  long;  but,  as  it  is  with  assertions  of 
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pretended  facts  that  I  am  dealing,  it  ii 
neeeesary  for  me  to  exhibit  facts,  in  order 
to  show  how  entirely  groundless  are  the 
charges  which  have  been  brought  against 
me,  and  against  the  system  which  it  is  my 
duty  to  defend.     It  is  the  more  necessary, 
as  it  has  been  imputed  to  me,  that  I  was 
guilty  of  exaggeration  in  the  statement 
which  I  made  last  year,  and  that  I  at- 
tempted to  support  such  statement,  and 
to  deceive  the  public,  by  returns  purposely 
prepared  to  lead  to  false  conclusions.     I 
have  been  accused  of  the  "  pitiful  trick'' 
of  jumbling  together  the  foreign,  the  Irish, 
and  the  coasting  trade,  for  the  purpose 
of  concealing  that  there  had  been  a  great 
decrease  in  the  British  shipping  employed 
in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country.     1 
knew  the  falsehood  of  this  charge,  and  so, 
I  have  no  doubt,  did  those  by  whom  it 
was  made ;  but,  since  it  had  been  made 
publicly,  it  became  my  duty,  before  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject in  the  present  session,  to  call  for  re- 
turns, prepared  in  such  a  form  as  would 
remove  all  suspicion  that  I  had  attempted 
80  miserable  and  unworthy  a  delusion.     I 
celled,  theiiefbre,  for  the  return  which  I 
now  hold  in  my  hand,  showing  the  com- 
parative increase  of  British  shipping,  in 
what,  in  the  Custom-house  books,  as  kept 
op  to  the  year  1823,  was  considered  the 
foreign  traae  of  the  country.     Up  to  that 
year,  the  trade  with  Ireland  was  included 
under  that  head.    And  why  ?  Because,  by 
a  long-mistaken  policy — a  policy  which, 
happily  for  both  countries,  is  now  aban- 
doned— up  to  that  year,  we  treated  the 
trade  with  Ireland  as  a  foreign  trade,  sub- 
ject to  all  the  impediments  and  regulations 
imposed  on  the  intercourse  with  foreign 
countries.     Hierefore,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary, for  any  purpose  of  fair  comparison 
with  years  antecedent  to  1823,  to  mclude 
the  Irish  trade  under  the  head  of  foreign. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  comparison  so  made, 
fyr  each  year,  from  1814  to  1826,  both  in- 
clusive, shewing  the  total  tonnage  of  Bri- 
tisli  and  foreign  ships,  which  have  entered 
iBwanls  and  cleared  outwards  from  and  to 
all  parts  of  the  world.     And  what  is  the 
result? — that,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  year  1825  (and  although  the  trade 
of  die  year  1 826  was  necessarily  depressed, 
ID  consequence  of  the  excessive  and  wild 
speculations  of  the  preceding  year) — there 
appears  to  have  been  a  greater  amount  of 
9ntiA   shipptng  emptied    in  the  last, 
than  in  any  former  year  Mnce  1814. 


Here,  then,  is  my  first  proof  in  refute* 
tion  of  the  allegations  of  the  petitions: 
Let  hon.  gentlemen  cast  their  eyes  down 
the  column  of  this  return,  from  1814  to 
1826,  and  they  will  see,  ^at  there  is  no 
year,  1825  always  excepted,  which  stands 
so  high,  since  the  restoration  of  peace. 
The  amount  of  tonnage  of  British  veasds 
entered  inwards,  in  die  year  1826,  was 
2,478,047  tons.  In  the  year  1 814,  it  was 
1,846,670  tons;  shewing  an  increase  of 
more  than  600,000  tons. 

But,  inasmuch  as  our  iotercoune  with 
Ireland  is  now  separated  from  the  foreign 
trade,  and  consiaered,  as  it  ought  to  be 
considered,  a  part  of  the  coasting  trade,  • 
return  has  been  prepared,  from  1814  to 
1826,  both  inclusive,  in  which  the  tntde 
of  this  country  with  Ireland  is  omitted  for 
the  whole  of  that  period.  And  here  1 
find  the  comparison  at  least  as  favourable 
as  in  the  first  return.  The  tonnage  of 
British  vessels  entering  inwards  from  fo- 
reign ports,  in  1826,  considerably  exceeded 
the  tonnage  in  anyone  year  since  1814, 
with  the  excepdon  of  1825;  whilst  there 
are  not  fewer  than  four  vears  of  the  thir- 
teen (three  of  them  beu^e  any  treaty  of 
reciprocity  with  the  northern  poa^ers),  in 
which  the  foreign  tonnage  exceeded  that 
of  1826. 

Last  year,  in  addressing  the  House  on 
this  subject,  I  admitted  Uiat,  looking  t9 
the  excessive  over-trading  of  1825,  a  pro- 

g>rtionate  decrease  in  the  employment  of 
ritish  vessels  was  naturally  to  be  expected 
in  1 826.  As  the  first  of  these  years,  1 825, 
from  excessive  excitement,  could '  not, 
taken  by  itself,  be  considered  as  afibrdtng 
a  fair  estimate  for  the  future,  so  in  like 
manner,  I  stated  my  apprehensiott,  that 
the  latter  year,  1826,  from  the  natural 
consequence  of  preceding  excitement, 
would  exhibit  an  unusual  depressiba  in 
our  navigation.  This  apprehension,  as  the 
House  now  perceives,  has  fortunately  Bot 
been  realized.  What,  then,  becomes  of 
the  lamentadons  over  the  ruin  of  our  to^ 
reign  trade  ? — of  the  bold  assertien,  diat 
it  has  l^en  transferred  to  the  shipping  of 
other  countries  ? 

The  decrease  of  British  shipping  in  1 896, 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  was 
231,219  tons:  the  amount  of  tonnage  in 
1825  being  2,027,469  tons;  and  in  1826, 
1,796,250  tons.  The  foreign  shipping,  m 
the  same  period,  had  fallen  off  248,679 
tons:  the  amount  of  their  tonnage,  m 
1825,  being  892,601  tons,  and  in  fWS 
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only  643,923  tons.  Taking  the  ships 
entered  inwards  and  cleared  outwards,  the 
positive  decrease  in  the  British  was  less 
than  that  in  the  foreign  shipping  by  1 36,922 
tons.  If  we  compare  the  relative  decrease 
in  the  foreign  tonnage,  it  amounted  to  about 
two  sevenUis :  while  the  decrease  in  the 
British  tonnage  was  only  one  ninth. 

This  result  of  the  comparative  employ- 
ment of  British  and  foreign  shipping  m 
the  two  years  1825  and  1826 ;  the  first  a 
year  of  great  excitement,  and  the  second 
of  great  depression,  in  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  this  country,  is  the  best  answer 
to  the  theory,  so  dogmatically  laid  down 
by  the  practiced  men  and  their  advocates ; 
that  henceforward  it  was  only  at  intervals, 
**  short  and  far  between,"  during  some 
temporary  flush  of  trade,  for  which  foreign 
tonnage  might  not  be  inmiediately  ade^ 
quote,  that  British  shipping  would  be  able 
to  procure  freights  in  the  foreign  trade  of 
this  country.  This  was  the  explanation 
of  what  they  could  not  deny;  the  great 
demand,  and  the  extravagantly  high 
freights  paid  for  British  ships  in  1825.  It 
was  the  answer  of  these  theorists  to  the 
facts  stated  by  me  in  May  1826 ;  bat  what 
will  they  say  to  the  facts  of  May  1827? 
i  am  airaid  there  was  no  flush  of  foreign 
trade  in  1826  which  they  can  call  in  aid 
to  bolster  up  their  theory  of  last  year. 

This,  Sir,  is  my  first  answer  to  the  peti- 
tioners, as  to  the  increase  of  foreign  over 
British  shippiug  in  1826. 

It  has  been  objected  to  these  compari- 
sons that,  instead  of  selecting  pardcnlar 
▼ears,  I  ought  to  have  taken  averages, 
formed  upon  a  certain  number  of  years 
prior,  and  subsequent  to,  the  late  changes 
tn  our  Navigation-laws.  Those  who  have 
made  this  objection  do  not  scruple  to 
affirm,  that  these  averages  would  prove 
their  charges  against  me.  My  adversaries 
might  have  made  this  comparison  for 
themselves;  but,  as  they  prefer  dealing  in 
▼ague  assertions,  1  have  done  it  for  them. 
They  will  see  that  I  am  a  disciple  ready 
to  adopt  their  suggestions,  and  that,  by 
80  doing,  I  am  only  furnished  with  a  fur- 
ther proof  against  themselves.  I  have, 
th^fore,  taken  the  average ;  first,  for  a 
period  of  five  years,  subsequent  to  1814; 
secondly,  for  a  period  of  ten  years  from 
the  same  date;  thirdly,  for  the  last  three 
years,  during  which  the  changes  com- 
plained of  have  been  in  operation.  The 
VQiult  is  as  folbws.: — 


Tom. 


The  amooDt  of  tonnige  of 

British  and  Foreiga  ship- 

piDg  which  enterediDwaras 

in  the  port!  of  the  United 

Kingdom,  upon  an  average 

of  five  years,  from  1814  to 

1818, both iocltttive, was..  1,517,918  m,lM 
The  average  amount  for  ten 

years,  from  1814  to  1823, 

both  inclusive,  was I,6e7,94a    £38,069 

The  average  amount  for  three 

Sears,  from  1824  to  1826, 
oth  inclusive,  was 1,963,678    804,366 

The  amount  of  British  and 
Foreign  ships  entered  in- 
wards in  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  the 
year  1826,  was 1,950,630    694^16 

The  incraase  of  British  shipping,  therefore,  in 
1 826,  as  compared  with  the  first  average  of  five 
years,  is Tons  4d2,71t 

Ditto  of  Foreign 103,960 

Excess  of  British  increase  above  Foreign  328,75^ 

Increase  of  BHtash  ea  the  average  often 

years «..«   342,690 

Ditto  of  Foreign »•    155,054 

Excess  efBtfHsb  increase  abftve  ForelgQ  187,686 

Decrease  of  British  on  the  averags  of 

three  years  ••     13,048 

Decrease  of  Foreign  on  ditto 110,2^ 


Eixoest  of  decrease  of  Foreign  above 
BriOsh 97,202 

I  have  only  to  thank  iny  opponents  for 
having  forced  me  to  this  mode  of  compar*' 
ing  the  past  growth,with  the  present  decay, 
of  onr  foreign  carrying  trade,  and  I  now 
leave  it  in  ^eir  hands,  that  they,  in  their 
turn  may  reconcile  it,  as  they  can,  witk 
their  assertion  that,  since  the  peace,  the 
increase  of  foreign,  when  compared  witb 
British  tonnage,  has  been  in  the  propor-^  - 
tion  of  fonr  to  one.  I  may  be  tola,  how- 
ever, and,  if  I  stop  here,  I  have  no  doabt 
I  shall  be  told,  ''All  this  is  very  true; 
but,  if  from  this  comparison  were  exdaded- 
the  British  tonnage  which  is  engaged  in 
carrying  on  the  trade  between  this  country 
and  our  own  colonies,  the  result  would  be 
found  widely  different.  As  foreign  com* 
petition  is  not  allowed  in  this  trade,  the 
vesseh  employed  in  it  ongfat,  in  fairoest, 
to  be  exehided  from  tlm  compansoB.^' 
My  answer  is  shortly  this. 

I  am  peifectly  wiUing  to  abide  the  issue 
of  the  present  question,  tried  by  a  refer-> 
eAce  to  this  test,  new  and  unfair  as  I  held 
it  to  be,  in  an  inquiry  of  this  natare* 

I~  That  it  may  be  strictly  applied,  I  hav\» 
oaUed  for  the  foUosiiiig  retone:-*. 
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'  First. — An  account  showing  the  total 
tonilage  of  British  and  Foreign  ships 
which  have  entered  inwards  and  cleared 
outwards  from  and  to  all  foreign  countries 
in  each  year,  from  1814  to  1826,  both  in- 
clusive, excluding  the  British  colonies  and 
{>osse8sions  in  all  parts  of  the  world  out  of 
Europe. 

Secondly .'^A  return  of  the  number  of 
British  and  Foreign  ships,  and  of  the  total 
amount  of  the  respective  tonnage,  which 
Entered  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  out  of  Europe 
^exclusive  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  ex- 
clusive of  the  British  ships  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's colonies  and  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica), between  the  years  1814  and  1826, 
both  inclusive. 

Thirdly. — A  return  of  the  total  number 
of  loads  of  timber  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom  in  each  year,  from  the  year  1784, 
from  the  British  provinces  in  North  Ame- 
rica, and  from  the  Baltic  respectively;  dis- 
tinguishing the  quanti^  imported  in  Bri- 
tish from  that  imported  m  Foreign  ships : — 
also,  a  return  of  the  total  number  of  loads 
of  timber  imported  Into  Great  Britain  in 
each  year,  from  the  year  1784,  from  the 
Britisn  provinces  in  North  America,  and 
from  the  Baltic  respectively ;  distinguish- 
ffng  the  quantity  imported  in  British  from 
that  imported  in  Foreign  ships : — ^also,  a 
vetum  of  the  total  niimber  of  loads  of  tim- 
ber imported  into  Ireland  in  each  year, 
firom  1784  to  1826,  inclusiye,  from  the 
British  provinces  in  North  America  and 
from  the  Baltic  respectively ;  distinguish- 
ing the  quantity  imported  in  British  from 
Ihat  imported  in  Foreign  ships : — and  also, 
mn  account  of  duties  levied  upon  timber, 
4eal8,  and  other  articles  of  wood,  imported 
^om.  North  America  in  each  of  the  last 
three  years ;  and  of  what  would  have  been 
paid  upon  the  same  articles  had  they  been 
imported  from  the  Baltic. 

Fourthly. — A  return  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  of  the  total  number  of  British 
ahips,  together  with  the  total  amount  of 
their  tonnage,  which  entered  inwards  and 
eleared  outwards  from  and  to  his  majesty's 
colonies  and  plantations  in  the  West  In- 
dies, and  on  the  continent  of  America 
south  of  the  35th  degree  of  latitude,  from 
the  ^ear  1814  to  the  year  1826,  both  in- 
clusive, distingtuBhing  each  year. 

Fifthly.— A  liLe  retuxn  from  his  majesty's 
<x>lonies  and  plantations  in  America,  north 
<»f  the  35th  <kgxee  of  latitade. 

Sixthly.^A  like  retani  firom  the  pos- 


sessibns  of  his  majesty,  or  of  th^  East 
India  Company,  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  including  New  South 
Wales  and  Van  Dieman's  Land. 

Seventhly. — A  like  return  from  any  pos- 
sessions, settlements,  or  territories,  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa,  including  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Eighthly. — A  return  of  the  number  of 
vessels,  with  the  amount  of  their  tonnage, 
which  cleared  out  from  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  Deep-Sea  Fishery,  to  any 
part  of  the  world,  between  the  years  1814 
and  1826,  both  inclusive,  disdnguisbing 
each  year. 

Ninthly. — An  account  of  the  tonnage  of 
vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
which  have  entered  at,  or  cleared  out  from, 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  year 
1823  to  the  year  1826,  both  inclusive. 

From  this  last  return,  to  which  I  shaQ 
presently  have  occasion  to  refer,  hon.  gen- 
tlemen will  see,  whether  I  can  justly  be 
charged  with  having  *<  jumbled  the  fo- 
reign with  the  coasting  trade,  for  the  un- 
worthy purpose  attributed  to  me.  I  shall 
first  advert  to  the  other  documents,  which 
embrace  what,  in  the  strictest  sense,  may 
be  termed  the  Foreign  trade  of  the  country. 

By  the  return  which  I  now  hold  in  my 
hand,  and  which,  I  am  sure,  will  afford^ 
my  ^dlant  colleague  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion, I  find  the  total  tonnage  of  British 
vessels  which  have  entered  inwards  tod 
cleared  outwards  from  and  to  all  foreign 
countries,  in  the  year  1826,  excluding  the 
British  colonies  and  possessions  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  out  of  Europe,  exceeded  chat 
of  any  former  year  since  1814 — always, 
with  the  exception  of  the  extravagant  year 
1825.  There  is  not  a  single  year  besides^ 
which  is  not  below  1826.  This  is  one 
evidence,  trulv,  of  the  total  ruin  that  bas 
befallen  our  foreign  trade  I  In  the  jear 
1814,  the  amount  of  British  tonnage  was 
six  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  m 
hundred  and  ninety-one  tons.  On  the 
average  of  the  twelve  years,  including  the 
year  1825,  it  was  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
nve  thousand  three  tiundred  and  seventy- 
seven  tons;  and  in  the  last  year,  it 
amounted  to  nine  hundred  and  thoty-foar 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one 
tons. 

In  the  tonnage  of  foreign  ships  entering 
our  ports  during  the  same  pcmd,  there 
has  also  been  an  increase.  But  there  aie 
no  less  than  three  years,  antecedent  to  tto 
Reciprocity  system,  during  which  the  Um- 
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nage  of  foreign  vesaeb  exceeded  the  ton- 
nage of  last  year* 

But  is  there  in  this  increase  of  foreign 
shipping  any'  just  ground  for  regret  or 
alarm  ?  If,  in  a  time  of  peaccj  we  are  in- 
creasing our  trade  in  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion than  our  rivals,  are  we,  forsooth, 
to  allow  ourselves  to  be  carried  away  by  a 
miserable  feeling  of  jealousy,  and  to  resort 
to  prohibitory  or  hostile  measure,  merely 
because  some  augmentation  may  have 
taken  place,  simultaneously,  in  the  trade 
of  the  neighbouring  coontries  of  Europe  ? 
I  have  looked  into  this  subject  with  great 
attention,  and  have  carefully  sifted  it  to 
the  bottom.  I  have  been  induced  to  do 
so,  because  1  fdt,  that  not  only  my  own 
reputation,  as  a  public  man,  was  at  stake, 
but — ^what  is  of  mr  more  consequence  than 
the  reputation  of  any  man — ^that  the 
welfare  and  safety  of  the  country  were  in- 
volved in  the  mamtenance  of  our  commer- 
cial marine. 

Of  what  description  of  vessels  does  the 
(louse  suppose  a  great  proportion  of  this 
increase  in  the  amount  of  foreign  tonnage 
to  consist  ?  One-fourth  of  them  is  under 
fifty  tons  burthen ;  and  the  whole,  upon  an 
average,  faUs  short  of  one  hundrea  tons 
each.  They  are  chiefiy  employed,  in  car- 
rying on  the  daily  intercourse  from  the 
opposite  coast  of  France,  the  Nether- 
laxuls,  and  other  adjacent  ports,  with  this 
country.  This  mighty  commerciid  marine 
may  be  seen  at  Dover,  Ramsgate,  South- 
ampton, Rochester,  and  theother  sea-ports, 
from  Plymouth  to  Hull,  bringing,  beskles 
passengers  (for  idl  the  passage  and  steam 
yesseb  are  included  in  this  return),  eggs, 
butter,  v^taUes,  poultry,  fish,  fruit,  and 
other  trifling  artides  which  find  a  market 
in  our  sea-ports,  and  many  of  which  are 
sent  from  thence  to  the  markets  of  the 
metropolis.  Such  is  the  diaracter  of  about 
one  fourth  of  the  tonnage  which  helps  to 
swell  the  numerical  return  of  foreign  ships, 
which  threaten  to  overwhelm  the  com- 
mercial marine  of  this  country!  Many 
of  them  come  with  one  tide,  and  return 
with  the  next  Is  this  the  nursery  for 
foreign  seamen,  which  is  to  didodge  us 
from  our  rank  among  the  maritime  powers 
of  the  world  ?  Axe  the  men  trained  up  in 
this  school  to  be  for  a  moment  put  in 
comparison  with  those  who  navigate  our 
•hips  to  the  remotest  extremity  of  the 
globe  ?  As  well  mig^t  you  compare  the 
ettablishnient  of  a  stage  coach  plying  be- 
tvfeen  Paddington  and  the  Bank,  with  that 
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of  the  mail  between  Edinburgh  and  Lonr 
don.  But  if  this  petty  traffic  is  of  little 
value  to  the  marine  of  the  countries  from' 
which  it  is  carried  on,  and  if  it  ought  to 
be  quite  as  little  an  object  of  jealousy  to 
this  country,  let  it  not  be  supposed,  that 
it  is  not  a  source  of  considerable  comfort 
and  accommodation  to  a  great  part  of  our 
population.  Gentlemen,  I  am  convinced, 
have  no  notion  to  what  an  extent' this 
daily  interchange  with  our  neighbours  is 
carried.  I  will  only  specify  one  article. 
The  House  will  be  astonished  to  hear  that, 
during  the  last  year,  the  number  of  foreign 
eggs  imported  into  Great  Britain  was 
sixty-four  millions,  five  hundred  and  three 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ninety ;  the 
duty  upon  which  amounted  to  22/116/. 
38.*  3d. 

There  is,  Sir,  one  other  article  on 
which  I  wish  to  remark,  as  accounting  for 
the  employment  of  a  considerable  amount 
of  small  foreign  shipping.  During  my 
unavoidaUe  absence  trom  this  House,  my 
right  hon.  friend,  the  vice  president  pf  the 
Bioard  of  Trade,  adverted,  in  one  of  the 
discussions  on  the  Corn-bill,  to  the  quan- 
tity of  foreign  bones  imported  into  thiv 
country,  for  tiie  purpose  of  manure.  Thef 
value  of  this  article  yeariy  imported  from 
the  coast  between  the  Scheldt  and  the  Eider 
exceeds  100,000/.  It  is  collected  from  aH 
the  ports  and  creeks  of  that  line  of  coast. 
Will  the  ship-owners  pretend,  that  ther 
feel  any  alarm  at  this  trade,  in  which 
nearly  lortj  thousand  tons  of  eliipping  are 
employed?  Would  they  have  a  British* 
merchant  ship  sent  to  Hamburgh  to  lay^ 
along  side  the  wharf,  waiting  to  collect  e 
bushel  of  bones  here,  and  a  bushel  there,' 
until  she  was  able  to  complete  a  cargo  of 
manure  ?  This  manure  must  be  a  ^ua-' 
ble  article  to  our  agriculturists,  otherwise 
they  would  not  lay  out  their  money  upon' 
old  bones.  It  constitutes  a  new  branch 
of  trade  which  can  only  exist  br  low 
freights,  and  by  being  managed  with  the 
strictest  economy.  With  a  system  of  dis- 
criminating and  retaliatory  duties,  this 
traffic,  like  many  others,  would  not  be 
transferred  to  British  shipping,  but  would 
be  annihilated  altogetiier.  Vt'hy  have  I 
referred  to  it  particularly  on  this  occasion? 
It  is  to  shew,  that  if  new  branches  of  trade 
are  ^rineing  up  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  discriminating  duties,  such 
trade,  even  if  carried  on  principally  in 
foreign  bottoms,  must  nevertheless  be  in- 
cidentally productive  of  advantage  to  the 
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general  intareats,  as  well  as  to  the  shippmg, 
of  the  countiy.  By  an  advance  of  between 
one  and  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  ex- 
pended on  this  manure,  is  it  too  much  to 
S resume  that  five  hundred  thousand  ad- 
itional  quarters  of  com  are  produced  ? 
This  com  must  be  sent  to  market ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a  great  part  of  it  finds 
its  way,  by  sea,  to  London,   and  other 

Seat  towns ;  and  thus  our  coasting  trade, 
e  most  beneficial,  as  well  as  the  most 
extensive,  nursery  for  seamen,  is  increased. 
I  now  proceed  to  that  part  of  the  subject 
which  relates  to  the  trade  with  all  parts 
of  the  world,  strictly  foreign,  out  of  Eu- 
rope. In  the  year  1814,  the  amount  of 
British  tonnage  employed  in  this  trade  was 
four  hundred  and  sixty*fiye  thousand,  eight 
hundred  and  nine  tons.  In  the  year.18'16, 
its.  amount  was  five  hundred  land  three 
thousand,  and  twenty  four  tons ;  exceed- 
ing the  tonnage  of  any  one  year,  since 
1814,  except  1818:  whilst,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  United  States  o^  America, 
there  has  been  no  increase  at  all  in  the 
amount  of  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  trad- 
ing between  this  country  and  ports  out  of 
Europe.  And  even  allowing  for  the  in- 
crease of  American  shipping,  there  are 
seven  years  out  of  the  thirteen,,  from  1814 
to  1826,  in  which  the  amount  of  foreign 
shipping  entering  the  ports  of  this  country, 
from  places  out  of  EuMpe,  was  greater 
than  in  the  jear  1826. 
.  I  now  come  to  that  portion  of  our  foreign 
Uade  which  is  more  immediately  under  our 
qiwn  control:  I  mean  the  trade  to  the 
Golonies.  And  here  a  heavy  charge  has 
been  madje  against  me,  by  my  gallant 
colleague, — that  I  have  gratuitously,  un- 
wisely, and  unnecessarily,  opened  to  the 
competition  of  the  shipping  of  other  coun- 
tries this  trade,  which  had  previously  been 
exclusively  our  own.  I  admit  that  the 
tvade  of  the  colonies  has  been  thrown  open ; 
but  1  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating  to  the 
House,  that  we  had  not  thereby,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  injured  pur  ovnn  trade,  or 
4ecreased  the  amount  of  British  shifting 
to  which  it  affords  employment. 

I  will  first  take  the  trade  with  the  West 
Indies.  In  the  latt  year  the  amount  of 
British  shipping  engaged  in  that  trade 
was  greater  than  it  had  been  in  any  year 
subsequent  to  the  peace,  excepting  1814 
1^  1815;  during  which  years  we  stiU 
isetained  several  colonies  which  have  since 
been  restored  to  the  powers,  from  which 
they  had  been  taken  auring  the  war.    In 
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this  branch  of  trade,  therefore,  the  sUp^ 
ping  of  this  country  has  suAred  no 
diminution. 

Next  comes  the  trade  with  our  Nortli 
American  colonies.     I  hardly  know  m 
what  terms  to  descr3>e  its  gprowth.    It  has 
increased  in  a  proportion  that  may  truly 
be  called  gigsntic.    Instead  of  the  ton^' 
nage  employed  in  it  amounting,  as  it  dicf ' 
in  1814,  to  eighty-eight  thousand,  two- 
hundred  and  forty-seven  tons,  in  the  year 
1826  it  had  inomKd  to  four  hundred  and 
seventy-two  thousaind,  five  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  tons.    This  trade,  therefore^ 
has  been  more  than  quintupled  in  twelve 
yearsi  and  exceeds  in  the  last  any  Ibrmer 
year,  1825  excepted,  the  tonnage  of  which 
was  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thons^ 
sand,  eight  hundred  and  iorty-four  Uma. 

In  the  trade  to  the  Briti^  fomtmnotm 
in  the  East-Indies ,  as  well  as  in  that  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  there  has  been  a  oonnder- 
able  increase  since  the  restoration  of  peace. 
Indeed,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  a  single 
branch  of  our  trade,  foreign  or  domestic, 
in  which  there  has  not  been  more  or  less 
of  augmentation,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Deep-Sea  Fishery,  in  which  diere  appears 
a  trifling  diminutioo.  This  dhninutjon  is, 
however,  in  my  mind,  easOy  and  8$tm» 
factorily  to  be  accounted  for.  It  mutt 
be  tecoUected  that,  during  the  war,  we 
had  nearly  the  exclusive  potsessum  of  thie 
fishery,  and  supplied  all  the  other  nations  of 
Europe  with  oil.  Since  the  peace,  several 
of  those  nations  have  prohibited  the  im- 
portation offish  oil.  It  was  not,  thereft>ne, 
to  be  expected,  that  we  could  contintie  to 
employ  our  shipping  in  that  trade  so  ex* 
tensively  as  heretofore.  Besides,  there  is 
Another  circumstance,  as  connected  with 
this  subject,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  ; 
namely,  that  the  demand  for  oil  has  been 
considerably  diminished,  in  consequence 
of  the  new  mode  of  lighting  cities  and 
town!  with  gas,  adopted  throogfaont  thie 
country. 

With  regard  to  the  separate  trade  of 
Ireland,  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  find« 
that  there  has  been  a  considenble  increase 
in  her  intercourse  with  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  partioularly  with  the*  Baltic^ 
and  the  British  provinces  in  North 
America.  I  rejoice  exceedingly  althM  im* 
provement.  I  nail  the  great  incresie  in  the 
consumption  of  timb^  in  Ireland ;  not 
only  as  it  regards  the  general  intereets 
of  our  maritime  relations,  bat  as  crsatine 
a  strong  presumption,  that  an  incrteara 
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inoportiaD  of  the  population  of  that  coun- 
try possess  the  means  of  improving  their 
habitations,  and  of  affording  themselves 
4hos6  comforts  and  enjoyments,  to  which 
the  use  of  timber  is,  in  a  great  degree,  con- 
ducive. 

I  have  now,  I  think,  shewn  in  detail 
the  part  which  British  shipping  enjoys  in 
«verjr  branch  of  our  trade,  and  proved  that, 
in  the  participation  with  foreign  states,  our 
aggregate  share  has  been  increased,  instead 
of  diminished,  since  the  change  in  our 
Navigation-laws. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  refer  very 
shortly,  but  more  specifically,  to  the 
timber-trade  with  the  Baltic ;  because, 
ujpoB  the  misrepresentations  industriously 
circulated  with  regard  to  this  trade,  the 
ahip-owners  have  endeavoured  to  bolster 
up  their  case.  That  part  of  their  case,  like 
every  other,  I  am  prepared  to  meet  by 
hctu  I  have  caUed  for  a  return  of  the 
state  of  this  trade  for  every  year  since  the 
year  1784:  and  if  any  one  piece  of  evi- 
dence can  be  more  conclusive  than  another 
•of  the  rapid  growth  of  wealth,  and  of  the 
general  power  of  consumption,  in  this 
coimtry,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  compari- 
son of  the  quantity  of  timber  which  wc 
now  import  with  tlie  quantity  imported  in 
(he  year  1874.  In  that  year,  we  received 
from  the  British  provinces  m  North  America 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  loads  of 
tinter,  and  from  the  Baltic  one  hundred 
and  five  thousand,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  loads.  In  the  year  1825,  the 
quantity  imported  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces in  North  America  was  four  hunared 
and  seven  thousand,  and  twenty  loads, 
instead  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
loads;  and  from  the  Baltic  two  hundred 
and  sevens-two  thousand,  seven  hundred 
•and  sixty-four  loads,  instead  of  one  hun- 
dred and  five  thousand,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  loads.  So  that  the  increase 
from  British  North  America  in  forty  years 
has  not  been  ten-fold,  or  fifty-fold,  or  a 
hundrei-fold,  but  almost  a  thousand-fold, 
.whilst,  instead  of  there  being  any  propor- 
tionate decrease .  in  the  supply  from  the 
Baltic,  that  also  has  been  increasing. 
£veiy  one  knows  that  the  #hole  importa- 
tion from  Canada  is  exclusively  confined 
to  British  vessels ;  so  that,  even  if  we  did 
not  receive  a  sin^e  plank  from  the  Baltic 
in  British  shipping,  the  Canada  trade 
alone  would  afford  a  substitute  for  emj^oy- 
ment  of  that  shipping,  to  a  greater  amount 
ihan  it  ever  possessed  in  the  Baltic  trade.  , 
VOL.xm 


This  new  and  extensive  opening  for  the 
employment  of  our  secoiui-class  ships 
would  not  leave  the  owners  of  them  with- 
out resource,  even  if  their  most  exag- 
gerated prediction — "  that,  in  a  fpw  years, 
they  shall  be  wholly  driven  out  of  the 
timber-trade,  with  tne  Baltic,"  should  be 
realized.  I  do  not  share  in  this  appre- 
hension, for  a  reason  to  which  I  now  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  House,  and  es- 
pecially of  the  honourable  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  present  motion. 

I  have  applied  to  the  timber-trade  with 
the  Baltic  that  same  test  which,  taunted 
to  it  by  my  opponents,  I  had  applied  to 
the  other  branches  of  our  trade.  I  have 
taken  the  respective  averages  of  five  years, 
we  ten  years,  and  of  the  last  three  years ; 
I  have  compared  these  several  averages 
with  the  year  1826.  The  following  is  Uie 
result : — 

In  BrttU  Id  Foralp 
Shlpf^        8Up>* 

The  avemge  Nunber  of  loads 

of  timber  iooported  from  the 

Baltic  for  five  years  from 

1814  to  1818,  both  inclusive, 

J'^ 49,«26     61,803 

The  average  Number  for  ten 

vears,  £rooi  1814  to  189^ 

both  inclusive,  was 54,190      58,IMM 

The  average  number  for  three 

vears,  from  1834  to  18S6, 

botii  incluBlve  wai 100,487    118,482 

The  quantity  imported  in  1886, 

««    87,576     68,501 

If  this  result  shall  prove  as  satisfactory 
to  those  who  were  the  first  to  call  for  it,  as 
it  is  to  myself,  who  have  yielded  to  their 
call,  both  sides  will  be  equally  gratified.  In 
this  case,  as  in  the  former  instance,  I  have 
takesi  the  averages  between  1814  and  1 826. 
In  all  three,  the  foreign  tonnage  employed 
in  this  trade  exceeds  that  of  this  country. 
Let  the  House  compare  these  averages 
with  the  year  1826,  in  which  the  proper^ 
tion  of  British  to  the  foreign  shipping  ia 
nearly  as  four  to  three,  and  then  let  then 
say,  whethekr  this  comparison  warmnts  the 
as8ertion,that  we  have  been  deprived  of  our 
fair  share  of  this  trade  by  the  redprocity 
system,  or  justifies  the  petitioners  in  ap- 
pealing as  they  do,  to  the  experience  oi^ 
the  last  year,  aa  furnishing  the  proof  of 
that  assertion. 

I  had  nearly  forgotten  one  most  materia 
part  of  the  present  sul:ject :  I  mean  the 
coasting  trade;  which,  like  the  colonial, 
we  are  enabled  to  keep  entirely  to  our- 
selves. It  was  by  **  jumbling  up  *  this 
wiUi  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country,  that 
I  was  enabled,  according  to  certain  sapient 
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gentlemen,  to  boast  last  year  of  an  ag- 
gregate of  British  shipping,  entered  in- 
wards, amounting  to  upwaras  of  two  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  thousand  tons ;  I  will 
now  tell  these  gentlemen  what  has  been 
the  amount  of  shipping  entered  inwards  in 
the  coasting  trade  alone,  for  the  last  four 
yean. 

In  the  year  I8S3  it  was  7,899,603  tons. 

Do......  1884 8,101,337 

Do 1825  ....••...  8,300,756 

Do 1826 8,368,812 

Such  is  the  amount  of  our  coasting 
trade-^'-a  trade  surpassing  all  others,  for 
the  formation  of  brave  and  hardy  seamen. 
It  is  a  trade,  too,  with  which  the  policy 
of  Foreign  States  can  in  no  way  interfere ; 
but  which  must  increase  with  the  growth 
of  the  manuiactures,  the  agriculture,  the 
wealth,  and  the  population  of  the  country. 

Let  the  House  compare  the  total  amount 
of  this  trade  with  that  portion  of  our  in- 
tercourse with  the  continent  of  Europe 
which  is  carried  on  in  foreign  shipping. 
The  latter  is  about  five  hundred  thousand 
.lon»— the  former  upwards  of  eight  millions. 
Again,  let  them  compare  the  nature  of 
these  two  trades,  as  schools  for  the  forma- 
tion oi  experienced  and  danger-defyine 
aeameur  The  trade  from  Norway,  and 
fiom  the  Baltic  (at  least  as  far  as  foreign 
ships  are  concerned)  is]  a  fine-weather 
navigation,  carried  on  during  the  summer 
months.  The  greatest  part  of  the  inter- 
course with  the  Elbe  ana  the  Weser  is  of 
the  same  character.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
the  remainder  is  from  the  ports  of  Hol- 
Ifldid,  or  those  of  France  wiUiin  the  chan- 
nel. When  we  talk  of  trade  as  the 
ftursery  of  seamen,  and  the  foundation  of 
naval  power,  will  any  man  place  in  the 
same  scales  any  part  of  th»  navigation 
with  that  which,  at  all  seasons,  and  in  all 
weather,  is  carried  on  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  round  the  coasts 
of  both  these  islands?  Yet  it  b  this 
oarrying^trade,  comparatively  insignificant 
in  amount,  and  of  no  importance  in  any 
other  respect^  divided  between  six  or  seven 
diflfeient  states  m  Europe,  some  of  diem 
not  possessing,  or  likely  ever  to  possess,  a 
single  ship  of  war,  that  is  to  undennine 
tnA  destroy  the  maritime  greatness  of  this 
country  !  It  is  to  avert  this  danger,  that 
we  are  ealled  upon  to  persevere  in  restric* 
lions  which,  if  retaliated  (as  we  know 
wouH  be  the  case),  would  be  ruinous  to 
the  interests  of  our  manufacturers  and 
mar  commerce — and  to  punish  that  re- 


taliation, if  persisted  in,  by  resort 
to  the  extremity  of  war  1 

There  is  another  speculative  grieTBnce 
much  dwelt  upon  in  we  petitiona  now  be- 
fore the  House :— The  act  passed  in  the 
year  1825,  by  which  the  ports  of  our  ec^ 
Iniies  were  opened,  on  certain  conditions^ 
and  within  specified  limits,  to  ttie  shipping 
and  trade  of  all  friendly  natioiUL     For 
having  introduced  this  act,  I  have  beess 
greatly  blamed  by  the  shipjung  inteieia, 
and  other  parties  who  have  joined  in  their 
clamour.    Having,  at  the  time,  fully  ex- 
plained to  the  House  the  gsoundson  whkh 
I  submitted  this  measure  to  pariiament^  I 
will  not  now  revert  to  them  at  any  lei^ftii. 
It  is  enou^  for  me  that,  in  so  ar  as  it 
affects  the  British  posiessioas   on    the 
continent  of  North  America,  this 
tion  of  our  ancient  colonial  system 
recommended,  not  only  on  sound  eomme^ 
cial  principles,  but  by  views  of  a  higher 
nature,  by  the  lesions  of  experience^  and 
by  considerations  of  politicu  expedkscj. 
The  change  has  been  highly  grarifyiag  to 
his  majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  these  pro- 
vinces.   It  cannot  fail  to  contribute  to 
the  more  rapid  growth  of  their  prosperity ; 
and  no  proof  has  been  offered,  none  can 
be  adduced,  that  it  has  in  the  snaUeat 
degree,  injured  any  British  intetesL    It  is 
impossible  that  it  shoald ;  it  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  things,  that  whatever  t^da  so 
increase  the  wealth  and  popolatioa  of 
these  valuable  provinces,  should  not,  at 
the  same  time,  conduce  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  mother  oountrv,  so  lopg 
as  tney  continue  a  part  of  the  British 
empire. 

It  is  bv  liberal  treatment,  and  by 
mitting  the  inhabitants  of  this 
territory,  as  much  as  possible,  into  a  pax* 
ticipation  of  all  the  benefits  of  o«r  own 
navigation  and  commerce;  and  not  by 
treatmg  them  as  we  might  a  small  saf^ 
island,  interdicted  from  all  interooaxse 
with  other  countries,  that  we  may  expect 
to  insure  their  attachment,  and  to  main- 
tarn  them  in  a  state  of  colonial  oonnexioD, 
alike  beneficial  bodi  to  us  and  to  thoa- 
selves. 

It  may  be*said,  however,  "whatewr 
good  reasons  there  may  be  fnr  these  mea- 
sures of  indulgence  to  Aritidi  North 
America,  why  extend  them  to  oar  sugar 
eolonies  in  the  West  Indies  ?  SmtAj  to 
diem  you  may  prescribe  any  conditiotts 
however  exclusive,  which  the  inteiesti  of 
the  parent  state  may  require.    Thsy  can* 
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not  belp  tbeoMdiret,  however  rigid  the  i 
rales  of  monopoly  or  dependence  under 
wMeh  you  m«j  place  them ;  and  to  open 
their  portly  ther^ore,  to  the  ships  of  other 
Buiopean  nations  was,  on  your  part,  a 
wanton  and  gratuitous  injury  done  to  the 
Aipping  inlerest  of  this  country."  Ad« 
mitting  thai  we  possess  the  power  which 
this  argument  assumesi  and  without  stop- 
Mg  to  inquire  how  far,  because  one  party 
IS  wetkf  and  another  strong,  it  is  just  to 
eaercise  sueh  a  power,  if  to  the  injury  of 
the  former,  I  maintain  that,  for  the  pro- 
tection and  security  of  British  property  in 
the  West-Indiet,  for  the  sake  of  the  com- 
acroial  interests  of  this  country,  and  in 
•triet  Aiftheranoe  of  the  true  principles  of 
our  NaTigation^laws,  as  those  principles 
wsrs  understood  and  acted  upon  by  our 
,  caeestOTS,  the  government  of  tnis  country 
was  called  upon,  under  the  present  cir- 
OHBstances  of  the  world,  to  allow  the 
nstions  of  the  north  of  Europe,  subject  to 
Ibo  conditions  laid  down  m  the  act  of 
parliament,  to  trade  directly  with  our 
sugar  colonies. 

It  is  well  known  that,  ever  since  the 
separation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  West  Indies  have  drawn  from  that 
country  their  principal  supplies  of  lumber, 
flour,  biscuit,  and  other  articles  of  which 
they  stand  in  need.  At  first,  this  inters 
coarse  was  carried  on  under  orders  in 
council,  and  was  confined  to  British  ship^ 

Singi.  But  the  government  of  the  United 
tates,  by  degrees,  imposed  upon  the 
British  ahips  engaged  in  this  trade  such 
flvstrictions,  that^  of  late  years,  they  have 
been  nearly  eiccluded  from  it,  and  bv  far 
the  greatest  proportion  of  it  has  oeen 
trsasterred  to  American  vessels.    Yet,  so 


vious  ones  why  it  should  not  be  persevered 
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iry  are  supplies  of  this  description 
to  our  West-India  colonies,  that,  in  the 
-year  1822,  an  act  of  pariiament  was 
passed,  Iwalising  the  intercourse  in 
AmeriuA  ships ;  which,  till  then,  had  been 
-caffried  on  by  connivance,  or  under  the 
sftflmnoe  of  temporary  ordeis  in  council. 
The  principle  being  thus  established, 
diat  our  West-India  colonies  were  to  be 
at  liberty  to  draw  their  necessary  supplies 
ikom  foreign  states  and  in  foreign  uiip- 
ping,  the  questions  natun^ly  arose :— Why 
are  the  United  States  to  be  exclusively 
isvoured  b  this  respect?  Why  are  the 
elites  of  Europe  to  be  shut  out  from  at- 
tempting a  competition  in  furnishing  the 
•like  articles  ?  There  appeared  to  me  no 
nason  for  this  exclusion^  and  many  ob- 


In  the  first  place,  it  was  reported  from 
all  our  colonies,  that  the  United  States, 
instead  of  taking,  in  return  for  their  pro^- 
duce,  rum,  molasses,  and  other  products 
of  our  islands,  had  ceased  to  afford  this 
relief  to  the  planters ;  and  that  specie,  or 
bills  upon  England,  were,  of  late  years, 
the  only  terms  of  payment  upon  which 
American  cargoes  could  be  procured. 
Upon  this  ground  alone,  would  it  not  have 
been  worth  while  to  try  whether  other 
countries  dealing  in  the  like  cargoeir, 
would  not  be  satisfied  to  take  in  payment 
a  part  of  the  surplus  produce  of  our  colo- 
nies ?  And,  at  any  rate,  where  could  be 
the  mischief  of  such  an  experiment  ? 

In  the  second  place,  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  supplies  from  the  United  States,  as 
I  have  aWeady  observed,  were  conveyed 
in  American  vessels.  By  an  authentic 
account  published  in  the  United  States, 
it  appears  that,  in  the  year  1825,  this 
trade  gave  employment  to  one  hundred 
and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  four 
tons  of  American  shipping — an  amount 
not  much  short  of  one  htdf  of  the  total 
tonnage  engaged  in  the  trade  between 
this  country  and  our  West-India  colonies. 
And  here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe 
that,  by  this  same  account,  it  appears, 
that  the  whole  American  tonnage  treding 
to  the  West  Indies  (where  the  United 
States  do  not  possess  a  single  colony)  ex^ 
ceeds  the  whole  tonnage  employed  by  this 
country  in  that  trade — not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  four  hun^ 
dred  and  eighty-one  tons  of  American 
shipping  being  employed  in  the  trade  of 
Cuba  alone.  Now,  1  have  always  undef- 
stood  that  the  primary  object  of  the  Ntf- 
vigation-lawB  being  to  maintain  ibr  our- 
selves a  great  commercial  marine,  the 
next  great  principle  of  those  laws  was,  tb 
prevent  too  great  a  share  of  the  foreign 
carrying-trade  being  engrossed  by  any 
one  particular  country.  Was  it,  then,  a 
subversion  of  our  Navigation  system  to 
Invite  such  powers  as  Prussia,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  the  Hans  Towns,  &c.  to  partici- 
pate with  the  United  States  in  the  trade 
which  we  had  permitted  to  the  bitter  with 
our  sugar  colonies?  Which  of  those 
powers  is  aspiring  to  raise  a  commerciU 
marine,  to  preponderate  over  that  of  Great 
Britain  ?  Which  of  those  states  is,  year 
after  year,  augmenting  its  mHitsry  marine, 
by  building  ships  of  war  of  the  brgekt 
Y2 
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daw?  Which  of  those  powers  possesses 
m  fonoidable  navy,  and  is  looking  forward 
to  the  time  when  it  expects  to  wrest  from 
this  country  its  sway  upon  the  ocean  ? 

In  the  third  place,  was  it  prudent  that 
the  supply  of  our  West-India  colonies,  in 
aortides  of  first  necessity,  should  depend 
upon  the  good-will  of  any  one  power,  and 
that  they  should  be  exposed  to  the  risk  of 
all  the  inconvenience  which  a  sudden  in- 
terruption of  that  supply  might  bring  upon 
them? 

These  considerations  were  surely  suffi- 
cient to  induce  his  majesty's  gOTemment 
to  extend  to  other  powers,  the  same  facility 
of  trading  with  our  sugar  colonies  which 
had  been  grants  to  U»e  United  States. 
In  doing  so,  it  became  our  duty  to  leviae 
the  whole  system  of  that  trade.  It  ap- 
peared to  us,  for  reasons  which  I  hare 
stated  on  a  former  occasion,  that,  without 
prejudice  to  any  British  interests,  the 
colonies  would  he  relieved  and  benefited 
by  affording  a  greater  latitude  to  the 
trade  between  them  and  foreign  states. 
To  this  trade  we  annexed  conditions,  alike 
for  the  United  States  and  for  all  other 
countries.^  The  United  States  did  not 
think  proper  to  comply  wiUi  these  con- 
ditions ;  and  all  intercourse  betweea  them 
and  the  colonies  has,  in  consequence, 
ceased.  This  was  their  choice  in  declin- 
inp;  our  terms ;  but,  since  they  were  de- 
chned,  I  cannot  say  that,  with  a  view  to 
the  interests  of  our  navigation,  I  regret 
the  course  which  the  policy  of  the 
American  government  has  forced  us  to 
adopt.  It  is  with  no  unfriendly  feeling 
towards  the  United  States,  that  I  make 
this  statement  There  is  nothing  in  what 
has  occurred  which  ought  to  give  rise  to 
such  feelings  on  either  side.  They  mi^t 
have  enjoyed,  like  others,  the  boon  which 
we  tendered  ec^ually  to  all,  when  we  open- 
ed the  trade  with  our  colonies.  We  have 
no  right  to  complain  that  they  adhered  to 
terms  incompatible  with  the  conditions  on 
which  we  tendered  that  boon ;  neither  can 
they  complain,  having  made  their  option 
to  decline  our  conditions,  that  the  boon  is 
withheld  from  them,  and  granted  to  other 
nations,  by  which  those  conditions  were 
accepted. 

** But,"  say  the  ship-owners,  "you have 
done  ri^ht  in  shutting  out  the  shipping  of 
the  United  Statei  from  this  trade.  It  is 
not  of  the  order  in  council,  issued  for  that 
purpose,  that  we  complain.  Our  grievance 
IS,  that  the  interdiction  is  not  equally  ex- 


tended to  the  shipi^ng  of  all  other  ccmsx^ 
tries.''  Do  these  gpenUemen  leo^ect,  thmt 
this  would  be  placing  our  sugar  ooloaies 
under  a  more  severe  system  of  exdaaioiiy 
than  has  been  ap|>lied  to  them  at  any 
period  since  the  independence  of  the 
United  States : — a  system  which,  in  spile 
of  the  wishes  and  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment, after  the  close  of  the  first  Amezicais 
war,  it  was  found  impossible  toenibroe. 
To  enforce  such  restrictions  now,  wovld 
be  to  expose  the  Bridsh  sugar  colonies  la 
the  greatest  distress.  It  is  vain  to  ooi^ 
tend  that,  because  we  giant  to  them  a 
monopoly  of  the  Britidi  market  for  their 
staple  oroductions,  the?  ought  in  letam  u> 
draw  all  the  articles  of  which  they  stead 
in  need,  exclusively  (torn  this  country. 
The  monopoly  granted  U>  the  West-Iadm 
planter  is  of  little  or  no  advantage  to  kim. 
By  conquests  made  during  the  last  war, 
by  cessions  obtained  at  the  last  peace,  yoo 
have  extended  your  sugar  colonies  in  socfa 
a  degree,  that  the  quantity  which  they 
now  send  to  this  country  exceeds  by  sixty 
thousand  <  hogsheads  (about  one*fifth  of 
the  whole  sttppl}^),  the  consamptioB  off 
thi^  country.  This  excess  mast  be  sold 
in  the  general  market  of  Earopa  The 
price  which  it  will  conunuid  in  that  aiar-> 
ket,  it  is  obvious,  must  ber^g;ulated  by  tha 
rate  at  which  other  sugars  of  like  qiiuality 
(those  of  Brasil,  Cuba,  and  the  East* 
Indies)  can  be  afforded  in  the  same  auow 
ket  It  is  equally  obvious,- thai  the  price 
of  this  excess  must  determine  the  price  of 
the  other  four  fifths  oonsmned  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  mooopoty,  thero- 
fore,  affords  little,  if  any,  substantial  ad- 
vantage to  those  upon  whom  U  m  con- 
ferred. They  must  be  able  to  produce 
sugar  in  competition  with  the  fimga 
grower. 

But,  if  they  are  exposed  to  this  competi- 
tion, the  House  will  at  once  perceive,  that 
it  becomes  necessary  to  efibrd  them  every 
reasonable  facility  in  procuring  at  moder* 
ate  charges,  those  articles  immediatd^ 
necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  thcff 
estates,  which  this  country  cannot  sappiy 
with  sufficient  regularity,  and  except  at 
prices  greatly  exceeding  those^wUch  aie 
paid  for  the  like  artkles  in  other  comitries^ 
their  rivak  in  the  growth  of  sugar*  It  ia 
the  duty  of  the  government  to  endeavour 
to  i^ulate  and  balance  the  conditioBS  of 
this  foreign  supply,  cm  the  one  hand,  wkh 
a  reference  to  this  last  consideratM  (in 
which  is  ioTolyed  the  weU-beiag  ef  o«r 
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cohmies);  and  on  the  other,  to  the  inter- 
eiU  of  our  own  navigation.  It  is  on  this 
joint  firincipley  that  the  law  of  1825  was 
firamed  ana  submitted  to  parliament.  I 
have  already  shown  that«  since  the  passing 
of  that  law,  there  has  been  an  increase, 
instead  of  a  decrease,  in  the  British  ship- 
ping trading  to  our  sugar  colonies.  Of 
the  law,  as  &r  as  it  has  hitherto  operated, 
the  ship-owner,  therefore,  has  no  right  to 
oomplam ;  and  it  cannot,  I  think,  be  de- 
nied by  any  reflecting  man,  that,  in  the 
psesent  state  of  our  colonies,  we  could  not 
adopt  towards  them  a  more  exclusive  sys- 
tem of  commercial  policy,  without  the 
greatest  risk  of  aggravating  their  present 
difficulties ;  and  diat  to  aggravate  those 
difficulties,  and  to  involve  the  planters 
in  ruin,  is  not  the  best  mode  of  perma- 
nently protecting  and  upholding  the 
shitming  interest  of  this  country. 

If  these  considerations  cannot  be  lost 
sight  of  in  reference  to  our  sug^  colonies, 
liiey  apply  still  more  forcibly,  to  New- 
Imuidland.  The  indulgence  of  trade 
granted  to  that  settlement  has  been  de- 
nounced, in  the  most  severe  terms,  as 
amonntmg  almost  to  criminality  on  the 
part  of  Uie  government.  What  is  the 
real  state  of  the  case  ?  The  value  of  this 
settlement,  it  is  well  known,  is  derived 
altogether  firom  the  fishery.  The  right  of 
fishing  on  the  coasts,  of  that  island,  and 
m  the  adjacent  waters,  is  shared  with  us 
both  by  France  and  the  United  States. 
Now,  a  very  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
produce  of  the  British  fisheiy  is  consumed 
in  this  country.  It  is  principally  sold  in 
foreign  markets,  where  we  have  to  en- 
counter the  competition  of  the  Americans 
and  the  French,  but  more  especially  of 
the  former.  Our  only  chance  of  sustain- 
ing that  competition,  it  has  been  found  by 
recent  experience,  depends  upon  our 
giving  every  facility  for  supplying  all  the 
wants  of  our  own  fishermen  upon  the 
cheapest  terms.  It  is  upon  this  principle 
that  we  have  allowed  a  free  trade,  without 
duty,  to  Newfoundland.  We  had  to  make 
our  choice  between  this  sacrifice,  and  the 
loss  of  the  fishery.  By  the  alternative 
which  parliament  has  adopted,  some  in- 
jury, it  cannot  be  denied,  is  sustained  by 
those  trades  which  heretofore  had  the  ex- 
clusive supply  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery 
with  aitkles  of  British  produce.  These 
articles  are  now  fumiriied  from  the  cheaper 
narkets  of  the  continent  This  will  be 
nuMifest  from  the  rotum  which  I  hold  in 


my  hand,  of  the  goods  exported  from 
Hamburgh  to  Newfoundland,  in  the  first 
six  months  of  the  last  year,  consisting  of 
flour,  biscuit,  salt  provisions,  iic.  But 
then  this  export  took  place  in  British 
ships,  amounting  to  five  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty-six  tons,  which  were 
despatched  from  this  ^^mtry  to  Ham- 
bui^  for  t£at  purpose.  This  export, 
therefore,  was  of  no  injury  to  our  shipping. 
That  the  Newfoundland  fishery  is  one  of 
its  best  means  of  encouragement  is,  I  be- 
lieve, generally  allowed;  and  with  this 
understanding,  I  think  I  have  now  said 
enough  to  prove,  that  the  relaxation  of 
our  Navigation-laws,  in  the  instance  of 
NewfoundUmd,  was  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  fishery,  and  was  made, 
consequently,  in  furtherance  of  the  ship- 
ping mterest,  however  much  at  variance 
with  the  rigid  regulations  and  prohibitions 
of  our  ancient  navigation  and  colonial 
system. 

Another  charge  which  has  been  adduced 
against  me  by  ue  shipping  interest  is,  the 
having  opened  the  ports  of  British  India 
to  foreign  ships.  This  charge  b  almost 
too  ridiculous  to  be  noticed.  Do  those 
who  make  it  consider  the  East  Indies  as 
they  would  some  small  insular  colony, 
from  which  they  could  exclude  aU  the 
rest  of  the  world?  Do  they  forget  that 
other  European  nations  have  setUements 
on  that  continent,  some  of  those  settle- 
ments situated  even  on  the  shores  of  the 
Ganges  itself?  To  have  brought  forward 
such  a  charge,  only  proves  the  monopo- 
lizing spirit,  as  well  as  the  gross  ignorance, 
of  Uiose  by  whom  it  has  been  made. 
This  permission  to  foreign  states  to  trade 
with  British  India,  instead  of  bemg  one  of 
the  rash  innovations  of  the  present  day, 
has  existed,  I  believe,  at  all  times,  but 
certainly  ever  since  the  year  1797,  when 
it  was  specifiodly  provided  for  and  regu- 
lated by  an  act  of  the  37&  of  the  late 
king,  with  a  simple  reference  to  which 
I  shall  at  once  oismiss  this  part  of  the 
subject. 

When  it  is  recollected,  that  the  tonnam 
of  our  mercantile  marine  was  neany 
donUed  in  the  course  of  the  last  war ; 
that  during  a  ereat  part  of  that  war,  but 
especially  m  the  latter  years  of  it,  there 
was  the  greatest  excitement  to  ship- 
buiMing ;  that  whilst  the  profits  of  freight 
were  very  high,  little  regard  was  paid  to 
economy  in  the  construction  and  repair 
of  ships;  and  that  upon  the  unexpected 
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cessation  of  the  war,  between  three  and 
four  hundred  thousand  tons  were  dis- 
chained  from  the  public  service;  it  can- 
not be  matter  of  surprise,  that  we  had 
more  merchant  ships  than  could  find  pro- 
fitable employment,  under  all  the  changes 
in  our  situation  produced  by  the  restora- 
tion of  peace.  It  must  also  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  our  merchant  ships  were,  fnHn 
that  time,  no  longer  subject  to  the  re- 
straints and  delays  of  convoy ;  and  that 
other  nations,  of  which  the  navigation 
had  been  altogether  suspended  b^  the 
war,  not  only  resumed  their  former  share 
in  the  commerce  of  the  world,  but  began 
to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  in- 
crease and  promote  their  shipping.  The 
wonder  is,  not  that  the  profits  of  ship- 
owners have  been  diminished  with  the 
diminution  of  demand,  but  that,  under  all 
these  circumstances,  this  country  has  been 
able  to  maintain,  up  to  the  present  time, 
its  mercantile  tonnage,  at  an  amount  so 
lery  little  below  that  at  which  it  stood  at 
the  close  of  the  war.  That  this  is  a  fact 
cannot  be  denied.  In  my  opinion,  there 
would  have  been  a  much  greater  fallmg- 
offin  our  tonnage,  and  a  much  greater 
degree  of  distress  among  ship-owners,  if 
those  alterations  had  not  been  made  in 
our  commercial  policy,  of  which  they 
short'Sightedly  complain;  and  it  would 
have  been  better  for  their  relief,  if  they 
had  been  adopted,  at  an  earlier  period 
after  the  restoration  of  peace.  So  far 
from  their  being  innovations,  rash  and 
uncalled-for,  I  maintain,  that  they  are 
either  the  necessary  adaptation  of  our 
ancient  principles  to  the  new  circum- 
stances of  the  world;  or  teal  and  sub- 
atantive  improvements,  such  as  would 
have  been  made  twenty  years  sooner,  but 
for  the  general  subversion  and  confusion 
which  grew  out  of  the  French  war.  They 
are  only  the^fbllowing  up  of  those  princi- 
ples of  good-will  and  hberal  commercial 
policy  between  nations,  which  Mr.  Pitt 
mculoated,  and,  as  far  as  possible  acted 
upon,  from  1786,  till  he  was  forced  into 
war  by  the  progress  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution. With  the  restoration  of  peace  to 
the  world,  and  of  a  settled  order  of  things 
in  Europe,  it  was  fit,  and  for  the  interest 
of  this  country,  that  those  principles  and 
that  policy  should  revive.  That  they 
were  not  lost  sight  of  by  those'  who  had 
the  greatest  interest  to  see  them  adopted, 
I  mean  the  enlightened  merchants  and 
•bip-Qwners  of  this  country,  1  could  prove, 


by  abundant  refefenoes  to  their  {nooesd* 
ings,  in  1814,  1815,  and  1816.    1  thsdl 
content  myself  with  quoting    only 
important  document.    I  wish  those 
are  now  so  clamorous  against  the 
warehousing  system,  and  the  other  c1     _ 
in  our  navigation  and  commercial  policy, 
which   be(»me  necessary  to  cany  tisat 
system  into  effect,  would  only  read  tiie 
letter  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Tmde  by 
Mr.  Buckle,  so  early  as  the  1 3th  of  July 
1814.    Mr.  Buckle  was  then  chainnaa 
of  the  Brazil  Association  of  TVade:   be 
has  since  been  chairman  of  the  Ship- 
owners' Association.     The  letter  i»  too 
long  to  be  read  by  me  oa  the  preaeiit 
occasion ;  but  every  senteaceof  it  is  well 
worth  perusal.    Honourable  membeit  wiil 
find  it  annexed  to  the  first  repoct  of  the 
committee  on  Foreign  Trade,  made   m 
this  House  on  the  18th  of  July  1820. 
The  only  thing  to  be  regretted  is,  that 
the  ezceUent  suggestions  contained  in  this 
letter  were  not  sooner  adopted.     I  do  not 
mention  it  as  blame  to  any  one,  that  they 
were  not.    I  am  aware  of  the  prqudioen 
which,  in  many  branches  of  our  mana&c- 
tures  and  commerce,  stood  in  the  way  off 
the  warehousing  system.    As  fiu*  us  tbo 
manufacturers  and  merchants  were  can* 
cemed,  they  have  since  seen  their  error  s 
and,  owing  principally  to  the  exertumn 
and  perseverance  of  my  right  hon.  friead, 
who  with  so  much  ability  presKled  over 
the  committee  of  Foreign  Trade  in  this 
House  (Mr.  Wallace),  the  warehousing 
system,  and  most  of  the  other  inqprove- 
ments  growing  out  of  the  Iriwurs  of  that 
committee,  have  since  been  canied  into 
effect. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me,  on  this  occo* 
sion,  to  explain  nK»e  specificstty  ttie 
nature  of  these  improvementa.  TUa  duty 
has  been  so  ably  discharged  inthesevenu 
reports  made  by  the  committee,  und  by 
another  committee  whidi  sat  on  the  amo 
subject  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  I  shal 
merely  refer  to  the  reports  themaehrea,  not 
only  for  the  best  justification  ft  the  mea> 
sures  which  they  recommend,  but  as  en* 
titling  the  authors  of  those  repoits  to  tte 
approbation  and  gratitude  of  the  oouotiy* 
I  may,  however,  be  permitted  to  ofascms, 
that  to  criticize  these  impvovements  as  ao 
many  insulated  measures,  without  sefer* 
ence  to  their  bearings,  the  one  vapm  tho 
other,  as  parts  of  one  connected  syiteiB» 
is  a  most  unfair  mode  of  dealiuf  with 
those  reports.    For  uxampiuy  dn  hoa. 
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nsaiber  for  Northumberluid   has   toM 
jou  of  the  great  boon  which  has  been 
gratokoualv  granted  to  foreign  shipsi  by 
la«eriD£  the  Light  and  Harbour  dues  to 
Yhich  uey  were  liable,  and  of  the  expense 
which  has  been  incurred  out  of  the  public 
revenue  for  that  purpose*    But,  how  could 
we  expect  to  make  this  counUy  the  em- 
porium of  the  conunerce  of  the  world,  if 
these  heavy  exactions  were  to  be  levied 
fton  dl  foreign  yessels  visiting  our  ports ; 
especially  if  there  exist  other  eq^poria, 
equal,  or  nearly  equal,  in  conyenience 
(Antwerp  for  instance),  where  such  exor* 
bitantdues  are  not  demanded?    Indeed, 
I  am  sarprised  that  anv  gentleman,  who 
has  ever  looked  into  the  evidence  taken 
before   the   committee  on  this  subject, 
should  for  a  mommt  object  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  these  chaiges.    They  there  stand 
condemned  by  almost  every  merchant  and 
ihip>owner  examined,  on  grounds  more 
oogent  than  those  ii  mere  commercifld 
policy.    It  was  proved  that,    from  the 
dread  of  these  enormous  dues,   foreign 
ships,  sailing  along  our  coasts,  or  through 
the  Channd,  were  deterred,  even  when  in 
distress,  from  putting  into  a  British  port; 
tliat  shipwreck,  attended  not  only  with 
the  loss  of  propeity,  but  of  liyes,  was  fre- 
quently incurred  in  struggling  with  adverse 
^^eath^,  because  the  captams  of  foreign 
ships  were  foibidden  by  their  owners  to 
expose  them  to  the  ruinous  expense  con- 
tingent upon  seeking  shelter  from  a  storm, 
wiukin  the  inhospitable  limits  of  any  Eng- 
lish harbour.    Is  this  a  state  of  things, 
which,  for  the  honour  of  England,  any 
man  is  anxknis  to  see  revived?    If  there 
be  such  a  man,  let  him  read  the  evidence 
a  little  forther,  and  he  will  see  that,  upon 
the  most  selfish  calculation,  there  was 
■Kwe  lost  than  gained  by  this  repulsive 
^^Btem.    But,  as  it  stands  condemned  for 
its  inhumani^,  I  should  be  ashamed  of 
wpng  any  further  argument  against  it  in 
a  British  Houae  of  Commons. 

It  may,  however,  be  said,  that  the  dis- 
criminatmg  duties  upon  goods  imported 
in  foreign  ihips  rest  iqpon  a  different  foot- 
ing from  these  Light  and  Harbour  dues ; 
aM  that,  in  giving  up  the  latter,  there  dul 
not  exist  the  same  necenity  for  abrogating 
the  former,  under  what  is  called  tl^  Re- 
ciprocity system*  I  grant  that  the  n^ces- 
ai^  was  not  the  same ;  but  if  the  princi- 
pLs  be  admitted,  that  other  powers  have 
%  light  to  rettiUate  these  discriminatbji 
4«lM9  either  upon  British  goods,  or  Bn« 


tish  ships  visiting  their  ports;  if  the  fact 
cannot  be  denied,  that  some  of  these 
powers,  Prussia  in  particular,  had  actually 
exercised  this  right  of  retaliatkm,  and 
that  there  was  no  reason  to  expect  that 
she  would  desist  from  that  exercise,  or 
that  other  states  would  not  follow  her 
example,  then  I  say,  that  the  interests  of 
this  country  requireid  of  us  to  put  an  end 
to  this  system  of  commercial  hostility,  by 
acquiescing  in  an  arrangement  for  the 
mutual  abrogation,  on  both  sides,  of  these 
discriminatmg  duties. , 

As  I  haye  already,  more  than  once, 
both  oflficuJlVy  and  in  my  place  in  this 
House,  statea  the  principles  which  hava 
guided  his  majesU's  government  in  these 
transactions,  1  will  not  now  dwell  upoa 
them.    I  shall  content  myself  with  no- 
ticing one  or  two  mistakes  whkh  have 
been  most  preyalent  upon  the  subject* 
among  the  ship-owners  and  their  aavo* 
cates,  and  which  have  been  more  or  lese 
pressed  into  the  service  of  my  gallant 
friend  this  evening.    It  has  been  assumed, 
that  1  am  the  author  of  the  Reciprocity 
system,   and  that  Prussia  was  the  first 
power  with  which  we  stipulated  for  its 
adoption.    I  agree  with  those  who  have 
fallen  into  this  enor  that,   if  you  once 
consented  to  the  removal  of  the  discrimi* 
nating  duties  in  respect  to  one  power,  you 
could  not,  upon  principle,  refuse  it  to 
other  powers.    But  when  I  add,  that  we 
stipulated  for  this  removal;    first,   with 
Portugal  and  Brazil  in  1810;  secondly, 
with  the  United  States  of  America  m 
1815 ;  those  who  cast  all  the  blame  upon 
the  treaty  with  Prussia,  which  was  not 
entered  into  till  1824,  will  see  how  little 
I  had  to  do  with  creating  either  the  first 
or  second  precedent,  vmilst  they  admit 
that  one  was  sufiicient  to  take  away  all 
fair  ground  for  refusing  to  enter  into  a 
like  arrangement  with  all  other  powers. 
I  am  the  more  glad  to  haye  had  an  oppor- 
tuni^  of  recalling  to  the  recollection  of 
the  House  the  course  of  these  transac- 
tions, as  it  has  been  recently  observed,  in 
another  place,  by  one  nearly  allied  to  a 
late  noble  lord,  who  held  a  very  prominent 
situation  in  the  councils  and  aiplomacy 
of  this  country  from  1810  to  1822,  thaC 
during  his  administration,   the  shipping 
interest  was  protected  from  the  rumous 
innovations   which  have  since  been    so 
rashly   introduced  into   our  Navigation- 
laws,  and  our  reciprocity  treaties.    I  can 
only  say,  that  the  two  first  reciprocity 
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treaties  were  entered  into  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  noble  lord ;  that  all 
the  changes,  without  any  exception,  made 
in  our  Nayigation-laws,  in  furtherance  of 
the  reports  of  the  committee  on  Foreign 
Trade  (and  these  include  all  the  principal 
changes  which  haye  taken  place),  had  his 
entire  concurrence  and  support  in  this 
House,  as  they  had,  I  believe,  of  every 
other  member  of  the  cabinet  to  which 
that  noble  lord  belonged.  In  respect  to 
any  further  alterations  which  have  been 
mside,  either  in  the  laws  of  commerce  or 
of  navigation,  since  I  have  held  my  pre- 
sent office,  I  boldly  affirm,  that  I  am  not 
aware  of  there  being  any  difference  of 
opinion  between  my  colleagues  and  my- 
self respecting  them ;  and  of  this  I  am 
quite  certain,  that  they  were  cordially 
iipproved  of  by  my  noble  friend,  till  lately 
at  the  head  of  his  majesty's  councils. 
'  I  have  thought  this  explanation,  Sir, 
just  to  others,  as  well  as  due  to  myself. 
In  my  judgment,  all  the  measures  in  ques- 
'  Uon  were  called  for  by  the  circumstances 
of  the  times  in  which  we  live,  and  by  a 
due  regard  to  the  true  interests  of  the 
country.  But,  whatever  be  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  system  which  I  uphold,  I 
cfwe  it  to  truth  to  claim  in  it  no  more 
than  my  own  share.  That  share  consists 
in  having  followed,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  judgment,  the  path  which  I  found 
chalked  out  by  committees  of  parliament, 
and  by  other  and  more  able  men  than 
myself  who  had  preceded  me  in  the  ad- 
mmistration  of  the  commercial  concerns 
of  this  country. 

To  revert  to  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  with 
Prussia.  My  gallant  friend  has  talked 
of  it  as  a  gratuitous  concession  to  that 
power,  for  the  making  of  which  1  had,  on 
a  former  occasion  justified  myself  by  this 
childish  reason — ^that  without  it,  ''the 
Shipping  of  Prussia  would  have  been 
mined."  A  more  complete,  and,  let  me 
add,  foolish  perversion  of  any  argument 
never  was  attempted ;  and  I  am  only  sur- 
prised that  my  gallant  friend  shoula  haye 
condescended  to  borrow  it  from  the 
loiserable  scribblers  on  this  subject,  who 
have  not  scrupled  to  use  it  out  of  doors. 
Does  my  gallant  friend  mean  to  adopt 
tfieir  insinuation,  that  I  sacrificed  a  great 
British  interest  to  a  morbid  feeline  of 
compassion,  pr  —  what  some  of  those 
hirelings  would  fain  wish  to  have  under- 
stood— ^to  a  corrupt  sensibility  Cor  Prussian 
ship-owners  ?     Prussia  issued  her  edict 


imposing  discriminatmg  duties,  not  upon 
Bntish  shipping,  as  British,  but  alike  upon 
all  shipping  belonging  to  countries  whida 
levied    discriminating   duties    upon   tite 
ships  or  goods  of  Prussia.    Great  Britam 
was  not  even  specifically  adverted  to  xia 
the  edict — neither  was  it  commwikated 
to  us  at  all  bj  the  Prussian  government. 
The  communication  came  from  fmr  own 
minister  and  consuls,  accompanied  witia 
the  loud  complaints  of   our  mereluBls^ 
We  addressed  remonstrances  to  Pmanu 
Her  answer  was :   <*This  is  a  manicipml 
regulation  with  which  you  have  no  right 
to  interfere.    The  discriminating  duties  of 
other  countries  are  ruinous  to  our  shipping. 
In  the  port  of  Dantzig,  which  some  yesirs 
ago,  had  one  hundred  and  eight  large 
ships,  there  now  only  remain  fifty-five  oC 
smaller  dimensions.    We  have  folktwed 
your  example,  to  protect  this  Temamder 
from  ruin."    It  was  widi  a  reference  I9 
this  reply  that  1  stated,  there  was  00 
hope  of  procuring   the   repeal .  of  the 
Prussian  discriminating  duties,  so  loag  as 
we  persevered  in  our  cmn. 

This  reply  has  been  characterised  as  tiie 
"insolent  aictation  of  a  petty  Qerman 
prince,"  to  which  our  r^iader  should 
have  been  from  the  mouths  of  our  canaoo, 
rather  than  submit  to  the  cowardly  Mcii-> 
fice  of  any  of  our  commercial  moooipolieai. 
Those  who  hold  such  language,  mMt  r^ 
commend  such  expedients,  have  a  yerf 
different  notion  of  wnat  becomes  the  dignity 
and  honour  of  this  country  from  the 
feelings  which  I,  and,  I  trust,  those  whom 
I  am  now  addressing,  entertain  upon  this 
subject.  I  pass  over,  as  unworthy  of 
notice,  the  mdecorous  expveasioo  sppKed 
to  a  sovereign  in  alUance  with  thiseoon- 
try,  and  with  all  the  great  powers  of 
Europe.  But  I  hope  I  shall  never  bear 
any  share  in  the  councils  of  Englead, 
when  a  principle  shall  be  set  up,  that 
there  is  one  iiile  of  independenoe  and 
sovereignty  for  the  strong,  and  another 
for  the  weak;  when,  abusing  its  naval 
superiority,  England  shall  dami  for  her- 
self either  in  peace  or  war,  maritisDe 
rights  which  she  refuses  to  acknowledge 
in  other  states,  or  shaD,  under  any  ciicuBK 
stances,  either  neutral  or  belligerent,  ioi* 
pose  upon  others  obligations,  fromwhidi 
she  claims,  under  the  like  drcumstsnoes, 
to  be  herself  exempt  To  act  as  if  €here 
were  one  rule  of  international  law  fcrenr^ 
selves,  and  a  different  rule  for  other  states, 
would  be  not  only  monstroua  iDJ«(tioa» 
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bottheonfy  courae,  I  verily  believe,  by 
which  oar  maritime  power  could  be  brought 
into  jeopardy.  Such  a  pretension  would 
call  for  and  warrant  a  combination  of  all 
the  world  to  defeat  it ;  and  it  is  only  from 
•Qch  a  combination,  acting  together  in  a 
just  cause,  that  this  country  can  have  any 
thing  to  apprehend. 
The  same  parties  who  are  so  flippant  in 


Prussian  prohibitions  against,  and  high 
duties  upon,  British  merchandize.  What 
are  the  mcts  ?  First,  the  transit  duties  in 
Prussia  are  very  moderate,  not  exceeding 
one  half  per  cent :  secondly,  the  duties  on 
the  internal  consumption  of  British  goods 
are  what  we  should  consider  very  low — 
upon  most  articles  fluctuating  from  five  to 
ten  per  cent — ^upon   no   one  article,    I 


fecommenfting   retaliation    and    violenccL  believe,  exceeding  fifteen  percent:  and. 


against  Prussia,  tell  us,  that  our  commerce 
would  sustain  little  or  no  loss,  even  if  we 
were  to  interrupt  all  intercourse  with  that 
country — that  the  whole  annual  consump- 
tion of  British  produce  and  manufactures 
in  the  dominions  of  Prussia  does  not  ex- 
ceed 400,000^. ;  and  that,  owing  to  pro- 
hibitions and  high  duties  upon  our  goods, 
even  that  paltiy  amount  is  diminishing 
•very  year.  All  this  st&tement  is  founded 
cither  in  wilful  misrepresentation,  or  the 
Biost  gross  ignorance.  Within  Uiese  few 
days  there  has  been  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  House  a  document,  snowing  that  the 
vahie  of  British  goods  which  entered  the 
Prussian  dominions  in  1823,  instead  of 
being  400^000/.,  was  upwards  of  seven 
millions  sterling.  This  account,  it  is  true, 
h  formed  upon  the  price  of  the  goods  at 
their  entrance  into  Prussia ;  and  is  there- 
foie,  necessarily  higher  than  their  de- 
clared value  upon  exportation  from  thb 
country,  by  the  expenses  of  freights,  car- 
riage, insurance,  mercantile  profit,  Ac. 
But  the  quantity,  as  well  as  the  value  of 
the  goods,  is  given  in  the  return,  and  upon 
those  quantities  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  the 
English  valuation ;  which,  after  inquiry,  I 
am  warranted  in  stating  would  have  been  at 
least  five  millions  for  that  yfear.  The  reason 
of  this  great  diffinence  between  the  actual 
entries  of  British  goods  at  the  Prussian 
Custom-houses,  and  the  declared  export 
Iran  this  country  direct  to  the  ports  of 
Prussia  in  the  Baltic,  is  so  fully  explained 
in  the  Prussian  document  to  which  I  have 
lefencd,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
dwell  upon  it  at  present.  But  I  cannot 
help  observing  that,  from  the  geographical 
position  of  tine  Prussian  territories,  this 
power,  in  a  great  degree,  commands  the 
navigation  of  the  Vistula,  the  Niemen,  the 
Oder,  the  Elbe,  the  Weser,  and  the 
Rhme— that  is,  of  all  the  great  water 
communications  by  which  the  productions 
brought  by  sea  are  distrilAited  over 
Oermany,  and  through  most  of  the  central 
•od  eastern  states  of  Europe. 
^   But  then.   Sir,    we  are  told  of  the 


thirdly,  there  is  not,  in  the  whole  Prussian 
Tarifi,  a  single  prohibition.  I  trust  that 
the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  be  able 
to  say  as  much  for  the  Tariff  of  this 
country.  Then,  Sir,  to  crown  the  whole, 
it  appears  by  another  document,  laid  upon 
the  table  within  these  few  days,  that, 
even  in  the  last  year,  the  tonnage  of  the 
British  vessels  which  sailed  m>m  the 
ports  of  Prussia  was  equal  to  much  more 
than  a  moiety  of  the  whole  shipping  of 
Prussia  which  sailed  from  those  same 
ports — and  yet,  in  the  madness  of  the 
spirit  of  monopoly,  we  are  called  upon  to 
eo  to  war,  because  we  have  not  the  other 
half,  and  to  forego  the  benefits  of  acommerce 
such  as  that  which  I  have  now  described  I 
The  population  of  Prussia,  in  its  turn,  is 
crying  out  for  monopolies,  and  prohibitions 
against  the  manuliBu^tures  and  produce  of 
this  country.  The  government,  as  we 
well  know,  has  been  beset  by  these 
clamours  fbr  many  years ;  and  if  it  haa 
not  yielded,  it  is,  I  am  convinced,  because 
it  has  been  expecting  (and,  as  our  recent 
policy  has  proved,  not  in  vain)  rather  a 
gradual  relaxation,  than  the  addition  of 
fresh  restrictions,  in  our  commercial 
system.  Let  the  advice  of  the  ship- 
owners be  followed,  and  our  commerce 
would  not  be  long  without  feeling  the 
baneful  result. 

I  think  I  have  proved,  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  contradiction,  that,  if  our  ship- 
owners be  in  a  state  of  distress,  it  is  not  a 
diminution  of  employment  which  has 
brought  them  into  difiiculty.  It  may  be,, 
and  probably  is,  that  there  has  been  over- 
builoing  in  shipping,  as  there  has  been 
over-trading  in  so  many  other  branches  of 
our  national  industry.  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  a  greater  diminution  in  the  present 
money-value  of  shipping  property,  com- 
pared with  its  money-value  in  1825,  than 
there  is,  measured  by  the  same  standard, 
in  all  the  fixed  capitals  vested  in  our  manu- 
factures— ^than  there  is  in  the  raw  materials 
consumed,  or  in  the  goods  created,  by 
Jho9e   manufactures — than  there  is   ia 
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bouses  and  buildings  of  every  description 
—than  there  is  in  the  wages  of  the  manu* 
facturing  labourers,  taken  upon  an  average 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Among  those 
artisans  whose  labour  is  their  only  capital, 
recollect  the  ^case  of  the  hand-loom 
weavers.  They  tell  you,  not  that  the 
profits  of  employment  are  diminished,  but 
that  they  are  thrown  out  of  employment 
altogether,  in  consequence  of  inventions 
whidi  they  could  not  foresee  when  they 
were  brought  up  to  this  mode  of  gaining 
a  livelihood.  To  those  who  are  thus  left 
destitute  and  without  employment,  by  no 
fault  of  their  own,  you  refuse  a  committee 
— and  will  you  give  it  to  those  who  com- 
plain not  of  want  of  employment,  but  onW 
that  their  employment  from  causes  which 
you  cannot  control,  is  comparatively^  un* 

i>rofitable7  When  I  say  comparatively, 
et  it  be  recollected,  that  it  has  been  stat^ 
in  this  House  that,  in  1825,  the  profits  of 
the  ship-owners,  particularly  in  the  Baltic 
trade,  were  very  large;  and  that  they,  at 
least,  had  the  good  fortune  to  realize  those 
profits,  whilst  the  extravagant  ventures 
which  so  much  raised  freights,  have,  in 
almost  every  instance,  left  nothing  but 
heavy  loss  or  total  ruin  to  those  who 
incautiously  embarked  in  them. 

As  the  course  of  my  areument  has  led 
me  to  advert  to  the  suffenng  and  stagna- 
tion which  have  now  existed  for  so  many 
months  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  it 
will  not  be  irrelevant  to  the  immediate 
subject  of  our  consideration,  if  I  implore 
this  House  to  be  cautious  how  it  listens 
to  any  suggestion,  the  effect  of  which 
might  be  to  raise  the  cost  of  the  raw 
materials  employed  in  our  principal  manu- 
factures. Let  them  recollect,  that  Eng^d 
is  no  longer  the  only  country  in  Europe, 
in  which  the  capitals  embarked  in  great 
manufacturing  establishments  are  con- 
sidered U>  be  secure-^no  longer  the  only 
country  in  which  commerce  and  industry 
are  respected,  and  even  honoured  by  the 
pvemment— that  France,  which,  in  1817, 
imported  only  sixty  thousand  bags  of 
cotton,  had  an  import  of  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  thousand  m  1826 — that  a  formid- 
able rival  to  our  cotton  manu&cture  has 
recently  sprung  up  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  which  already  boasts  of  con- 
suming nearly  one  fourth  of  the  cotton 
grown  in  those  states  and  that,  whilst 
our  manufacture  <rf  this  article  is  exposed 
to  the  growing  competition  of  Franca  and 
America,  it  is  with  great  difficidty  thai  w^ 


are  enabled  to  keep  our  ground  raaiisat 
the  hardware,  the  woollens,  and  tbe 
linens  of  the  Netherlands  and  Germaay, 
in  the  general  markets  of  the  world. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impiessed 
upon  our  minds,  that,  whatever  increaniQs 
the  agriculture,  the  trade,  or  the  manu- 
factures of  the  country,  must  eventually 
afford  increased  employment  to  oar 
shipping;  whatever  impairs  or  destroym 
\hose  great  interests,  all  connected,  and 
dependent  as  they  are,  each  upon  tlie 
other,  must,  at  no  distant  period,  and  1^ 
no  doubtful  consequences,  undennine  and 
weaken  our  commercial  marine. 

I  could  wish  these  truths  to  be  serioasly 
considered,  not  by  the  ship-owaeis  aJaiie» 
but  by  others  who  are  eoually  disposed  lo 
find  tault  with  that  enlarged  syitem  of 
commercial  policy  which,  reoommendad. 
from  the  Throne,  has  of  late  years  beea 
steadily  persevered  in  by  parliament. 
There  are,  I  know,  gentfemen  in  this 
House,  who  condemn  that  policy ;  bat  I 
have  never  had  the  good  fortune  to  hear 
from  them  any  better  argument,  or  any 
stronger  objection^  than  is  to  be  gathered 
from  their  authoritative  dedaratioii — ' 
''  that  they  are  decidedly  against  Fret 
TradeJ*  I  wish  that  some  of  theae 
honourable  members  —  the  hon.  baronea 
from  Kent — the  hon.  baronet  from  Somer- 
setshire—or the  hon.  baronet  bom  Suffolk^ 
for  instance,  all  of  whom  must  have 
thoroughly  considered  this  whole  qeeatioiiy 
before  they  pronounced  their  judgments 
against  it — ^would  have  the  goodness  to  tell 
us  what  they  understand  by  **  Frw  Tratk." 
I  think  myself  entitled  to  make  this  daim 
on  their  courtesy,  if  not  on  my  ova  pail* 
at  least  on  the  part  of  the  Hovse;  be* 
cause  I  have  distinctly  stated  U>  theia 
honourable  members,  over  and  over  aguii, 
the  object,  the  drift,  and  the  limits^  oil  Ihtt 
plan,  upon  which  his  majesty*s  gov«B* 
ment  is  acting,  in  respect  to  all  maden 
connected  wim  our  national  industry  aad 
trade.  These  honourable  mtmbera  aaaat 
be  aware,  that  much  valuable  time  is  oftaa 
lost  in  useless  discussions,  from  want  of 
preliminary  explanation.  Let  them ,  dMa» 
give  us  their  definition  of  ''  Free  Tratk,"^ 
to  which  they  object,  and  teU  us  hk^ 
what  is  the  opposite  pdicy— csU  it 
*'f0iier€d  Trade/*  or  what  they  uhasfi 
which  they  recommend.  Are  thof  d»* 
sirous  U>  limit  trade  and  industry,  a* 
formerly,  to  Guilds  and  Cocpgntionsf 
Dq  they  wish  them  tQ  be  donfined  Ia 
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cburtend  companies  and  monofMiliea  ? 
Are  thej  anxious  to  restore  some  thousand 
or  fifteen  hundred  kws  of  absurd  regula- 
tion and  yezatious  inlerferencey  which 
ha?e  been  repealed?  Is  it  their  object, 
that  the  most  experienced  merchant  should 
again  be  driven  to  the  necessity,  in  con- 
ducting his  ordinary  business,  o£  having  a 
lawyer  always  at  his  side,  to  construe 
tiiose  confused  and  discordant  statutes— 
that,  escaoing  the  penalty  of  one  law,  he 
should  fail  under  that  of  anodier,  im- 
posing conditions  incompatible,  or  con* 
tradictory ,  with  the  ^rst ;  and  that  it  should 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  revenue 
officer,  either  to  punish  these  contradic- 
tions of  the  law,  or  to  oveilook  them  ? 
in  short,  let  them  point  out  what  it  is 
that  has  been  abolished,  which  they  would 
restore— what  it  is  that  is  now  permitted 
to  be  done,  which  they  would  no  longer 
permit-^and  what  (if  any  thmg)  not  now 
permitted,  they  would  permit  to  be  done. 
'  An  explanation  on  these  points  might 
bring  us  to  a  better  nnderstandmg ;  and, 
at  any  rate,  if  the  three  honourable 
baronets,  wIk>  are  so  conspicuously  op- 
posed to  free  trade,  would  mvour  us  with 
that  explanation,  coming  from  such  quar- 
ten,  it  might,  by  throwing  new  light  upon 
the  subject,  tend  to  enliven  a  very  dry 
debate. 

.  But,  whether  these  honourable  members 
condescend,  or  decline,  to  answer  these 
questions,  I  do  entreat  of  them,  and  of 
others  who  may  be  co-operating  with  them, 
not  to  entertam  the  visionary  expectation, 
that  improvement,  either  in  the  civil  or  the 
oonunercial  policy  of  the  state,  can  be 
arrested  by  their  efforts.  This  country 
cannot  stand  still,  whilst  others  are  ad- 
vancing in  soienoe,  in  industry,  in  every 
thing  which  contributes  to  increase  the 
power  of  empires,  and  to  multiply  the 
means  of  comfort  and  enjoyment  to  civilised 
i0an.  This  country  cannot  stand  still,  so 
long  as  there  exists  a  firee  press  out  of 
doors  to  collect  and  embody,  and  a  free 
djseussion  in  parliament  to  guide  and 
direct,  the  influence  of  public  opinion. 
.  When  I  speak  of  improvement,  1  mean 
that  tempente  and  gradual  melioration 
which,  in  every  complicated  and  kmg- 
eettled  state  of  society,  is  the  best  pre* 
aerfative  and  guarantee  against  rash  and 
dangerous  innovation.  To  improvement 
of  uat  descriptkm  it  is  the  duty  of  each 
of  us  to  contribute  to  the  utmost  of  his 
pswer.    It  is  by  acting  steadily  upon 


principle,  that  we  shall  maintain  the  lofty 
position  which  we  now  hold  in  the  civilized 
world.  That  position,  with  all  the  fame 
and  influence  which  justly  belong  to  it, 
England  has  acquired  by  having  hitherto 
taken  the  lead  in  this  noble  career  of 
usefulness  and  distinction.  In  that  career 
we  must  go  forward,  impelled  by  the  re- 
trospect of  past  associations,  by  a  just 
sense  of  our  present  greatness,  and  by  n 
due  regard  to  the  obligations  which  both 
the  past  and  the  present  impose  upon  us, 
towards  those  by  whom  we  are  to  be  sue* 
ceeded.  If  there  be  any  man,  either  in 
this  House,  or  in  this  countrv,  insensible 
to  these  hig^r  claims  of  pubuc  duty,  and 
to  be  mov^  only  1^  sordid  considerations, 
even  to  that  man  I  would  say  that,  upon 
the  most  selfish  calculation,  En|;land 
cannot  aflbrd  to  be  in  arrear  of  any  other 
nation  in  the  progress  of  useful  improve- 
ment.—On  the  ground,  that  no  case  haa 
been  made  out  for  granting  a  committee, 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  against  the  present  motion. 

Lord  MUtcn  said,  he  could  not  add  to 
the  detail  of  those  important  facts  which 
had  been  so  ably  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  bad  just  resumed  his  seat ; 
but  his  opinion  was  nevertheless  most  de- 
cidedly formed,  and  he  trusted  the  House 
would  not  concede  the  motion  to  the 
gallant  general.  He  thought  die  object, 
or  as  he  might  say,  the  animui^  and  m- 
tention  of  the  motion  was,  to  do  away  with 
that  system  of  liberal  commercial  policy, 
for  the  mtroduction  of  which  the  country 
had  reason  to  be  grateful.  England  must 
go  backward  or  forward ;  and,  as  it  seemed 
to  him,  she  could  only  avoid  the  former 
alternative,  by  adopting  those  sound  prin- 
ciples of  commercial  policy  which  did  not 
expose  her  to  any  sudden  or  disastrous 
change^  and  which  might  always  be  kept 
in  operation.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  opponents  of  the  right  hon.  gentJeman 
ou^t  to  be  gmtefiil  that  the  proposed 
committee  would  not  be  granted  them;' 
for,  after  the  statement  t^  had  heard, 
they  must  be  convinced,  that  they  could 
not  go  into  an  mv«stigatkm,  without  hav- 
ing it  proved  to  demonstration  that  they* 
were  in  error.  The  losses  they  complained 
of  having  sufiered  this  year  seemed  to  him 
onlv  a  consequence  m  the  general  de- 
cadence, and  part  and  nareel  of  that  dis- 
tress iHiich  had  pemraed  every  class  m 
the  country.  He  thoaf^t,  that  if  the 
ooeunittoe  wen  granted,  it  would  only  go 
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to  unsettle  men's  minds  upon  a  question, 
in  which  their  immediate  interests  appeared 
to  him  to  be  bound  up  with  the  present 
system.  He  himself  had  many  doubts, 
whether  the  Navigation-laws  had  ever  pro- 
duced that  benefit  which  some  seemed 
inclined  to  attribute  to  them  ;  but  which 
he  thought  arose  more  from  our  geographical 
situation,  than  from  any  effect  of  acts  of 
parliament.  In  fact,  the  sea  was  the 
proper  element  of  this  country;  and  if 
unfettered  by  commercial  restrictions,  she 
must  always  be  great.  Restrictive  acts  of 
parliament  only  tended  to  limit  the  exercise 
of  her  natural  power.  He  was  strongly 
opposed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Peel  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation  of  the  vote  which  he  should 
give  upon  this  question.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  proposition  of  the  gallant  general. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  acquiesce  in 
granting  that  committee,  if  it  was  meant 
by  the  means  of  the  committee  to  pro- 
nounce the  condenmation  of  a  system  to 
which  he  stood  pledged.  If  this  motion 
had  been  discussed  a  month  since,  at  the 
time  that  notice  of  it  was  first  given,  he 
should  have  voted  against  it  as  one  of  the 
ministry ;  and  the  change  of  his  situation 
had  not  changed  his  opinions.  But  he 
should  rest  his  vote  on  other  grounds  than 
those  of  consistency.  He  Uionght  that 
no  case  had  been  made  out  which  required 
investigation ;  and  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  at  this  moment 
would  be  in  itself  a  great  practical  incon- 
venience, without  producing  any  practical 
benefit  There  were  already  sufficient 
documents  before  the  House,  to  enable 
them  to  form  a  more  satisfactory  judgment 
than  could  be  formed  by  any  private 
examination  of  individuals  interested,  or 
who  believed  themselves  interested,  in  the 
question.  Although  he  felt  bound  to 
admit  the  existence  of  the  distress  of  the 
ahipprng  interest,  yet  he  must  say,  that 
be  thought  it  arose  from  the  same  causes 
svhich  had  produced  distress  in  the  other 
branches  of  the  manufacturiog  and  com- 
mercial classes.  In  the  years  1824  and 
1825,  a  great  number  of  ships  had  been 
built,  in  the  spirit  of  that  speculation 
which  then  universally  pervaded  the  coun- 
try ;  and  the  prooortipn  built  then  so 
greatly  exceeded  the  demand,  that  the 
necessary  consequence  was  a  langour  in 
the  trade  in  the  course  of  the  following 
year.  A  full  examination  of  the  papers 
to  which  ti^ference  had  been  made,  had 


satisfied  him,  that  every  necessary  tnforma* 
tion  was  in  the  possession  of  the  House  t 
and  that  feeling,  combined  with  the  &ct, 
that  a  month  ago  he  should  have  resisteci 
this  motion,  made  him  concur  with  him 
right  hon.  friend  in  giving  a  decided 
n^ative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Curwen  said,  that  he  had  pledged 
himself  to  support  the  motion  for  this  ooa- 
mittee,  and  he  should  therefore  do  so,  i£ 
it  was  pressed  to  a  division ;  although  he 
must  confess  that  it  was  utteriy  out  of  h» 
power  to  controvert  any  one  fact  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite.     He 
was  convinced,  too,  that  if  a  committee  was 
granted,  its  members  must  feel  the  same 
conviction  as  that  to  which  bis  mind  bad 
now  arrived.    But,  if  the  gallant  general 
would  persist  in  dividing  the  House,  he 
must  in  conformity  with  his  pledge,  top- 
port  the  motion,   although  it  would  be 
against    his   own    opinion  [hear  I   and 
a  la^gh]. 

Mr.  Ellisoni  as  the  representative  of  e 
conunercial  body,  must  support  this  mo- 
tion. If  he  could  flatter  himself,  that  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  produce  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
ppenecally  that  impressicm  which  it  had  done 
m  that  House,  and  in  his  own  judgmenr, 
he  should  vote  against  the  committee; 
but  he  knew  they  wanted  an  investigation » 
and  in  deference  to  their  wish,  he  should 
support  the  motion. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  had  come  down  to 
that  House  with  a  strong  impression  of 
the  great  importance  of  am>rding  full  pro- 
tection to  the  interests  of  the  British  ship- 
owners, even  as  disconnected  from  any 
other  class  of  men  in  the  country.  Ibeie 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  diiciess  they 
had  sufiered  was  extreme.  Whether  what 
they  oroposed  was  capaUe  of  affivrding  a 
remedy  to  that  distress,  or  whether  it  was 
to  be  properly  assigned  to  the  cause  which 
they  supposed,  were  questions  that  he  did 
not  now  intend  to  discuss.  The  fact  that 
they  did  suffer  distress  was  enough  to  make 
him  wish  to  vote  for  a  measure  to  which 
they  looked  for  a  degree  of  rdief.  He 
must,  however,  say,  that  he  did  not  think 
a  case  had  been  made  out;  and  he  was 
aware,  that  even  if  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, they  must  be  governed  by  the 
same  proof  which  was  now  in  the  posses 
sion  of  the  House;  since  th^  oonid 
only  look  to  papers,  and  could  not  be 
guided  by  the  speculative  opinions  of  in- 
dividuals.   If  they  antidpatad  evilaftom 
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the  tyrtem  mnr  in  opei^tioii,  they  cer- 
tainiy  ottght  not  to  call  upon  the  HoQse 
to  act  merely  on  their  anticipations;  hat 
ought  to  wait  till  experience  had  in  some 
measure  justified  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  diough  he  did  not  think  the  ship* 
owners  had  estahlished  a  case,  yet  his  an- 
ticipations of  the  success  of  the  present 
2 stem  were  not  as  sanguine  as  toose  of 
e  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  confessed, 
that  uiough  in  the  nepers  now  laid  before 
parliament  there  dia  not  appear  any  well- 
rounded  ground  of  complaint,  yet  he  could 
not  see  how,  on  a  system  of  perfect  reci- 
procity, we  could  continue  carriers  for 
other  nations.  He  did  not  go  upon  expe- 
riments in  one  quarter  or  another  quarter ; 
but  it  seemed  to  him  impossible  for  one 
nation  to  compete  with  another  in  the 
carrying-trade,  or  to  enjoy  it  in  concur- 
rence, when  every  artick  rektine  to  the 
ship  was,  in  the  latter,  at  half  uie  price 
which  was  paid  in  Uie  former.  He  had 
his  doubts  upon  this  subject ;  but  still  he 
would  not.  act  on  the  representation  of  the 
ship-owners  alone,  but  would  wait  for  facts. 
As  to  the  general  princioles  stated  by  the 
light  hon.  gentleman,  he  begged  to  ex- 
press his  entire  concurrence  with  them ; 
and,  when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  com- 
plained of  having  been  unfairiy  attacked 
and  abused,  he  must  say,  that  he  thought 
the  complaint  could  not  refer  to  the  ship- 
owners of  London,  who  were,  oertainfy, 
too  intdligent  not  to  be  aware  of  the  ob- 
ligations they  owed  him. 

General  Ooicayne  said,  that  seeing  the 
feeling  of  the  House,  and  understanding 
that  the  session  was  not  likely  to  last  long 
•enough  to  enable  the  committee  to  do  any 
practical  good  if  it  were  appomted,  he 
should,  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
draw his  motion. 


HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 
Ihtesday,  May  8. 

Cork  Laws.]  The  Eari  of  Mahnet- 
bury  seemg  his  noble  friend,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  afiairs,  in  his  place, 
would  take  that  opportunity  of  submitting 
to  their  lordships  consideration,  a  motion 
to  which  he  did  not  anticipate  the  least 
oljection.  His  object  was,  to  obtain  in- 
fimnation  upon  a  very  important  subject, 
and  he  was  anxious  to  move  for  the  pro- 
duction of  certain  papers.  He  had  dis- 
cerned that  a  certain  correspondence,  to 
which  it  would  be.  in  the  recollection  of 


their  lofdphips,  a  noble  earl  (Liverpool) 
had  referred  last  year,  when  speaking  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Com-trade,  was  not  in 
the  possession  of  their  lordships.     This, 
he  conceived,  would  in  itself  be  sufficient 
to  justify  him  in  asking  for  these  papers, 
but,  in  addition,  he  would  read  an  extract 
from  Mr.  Jacobs's  report.    The  noble  lord 
then  read  the  extract,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows :— ''  The  representation  of  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  the  agricultural  inhabitants 
of  the  eastern  part  of  the  Prussian  domi- 
nions, which  has  been  here  given,  receives 
confirmation  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
Landshaft,  or  assembly  of  the  provision 
states  of   Prussia,   in  their  last  session. 
The  address  of  the  Assembly  has  not  been 
made  public,    but  is  said  to  have  been 
framed  in  very  melancholy  strains,  and  to 
have  urged  the  king  to  take  some  measures 
of  a  decided  nature,  respecting  the  intro- 
duction of  British  goods ;  in  order  to  in- 
duce our  government  to  make  some  alter- 
ation in  the  Corn-laws.    Whatever  may 
have  been  the  representation  of  the  states, 
the  reply  of  the  king,  which  has  been  pub- 
lished, gives  an  air  of  probability  to  the  ru« 
mours,  that  it  had  an  object,  in  some  degree 
of  thitf  kind.    With  regard  to  the  prayer  for 
an  intercession  with  the  En^^lish  govern- 
ment, to  repeal  the  Corn-bill,  his  majesty  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that,  to  improve  ihe  inter- 
course between  the  two  nations,  a  change 
will  take  place  in  the  English  Corn-laws.'* 
The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  state, 
that  a  correspondence  had  subsequently 
taken  place,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Corn- 
laws,  between  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Afiairs  and  the  court  of  Berlin,  which,  as 
an  Englishman,  he  could  not  help  saying, 
he  looked  upon  as  highly  improper.    He 
had  not,  however,  the  least  intention  of  in- 
sinuating that  proper  answers  had  not  been 
given  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Foreign  Department.    As 
he  was  upon  his  legs,  there  was  one  im- 
portant circumstance  to  which  he  would 
refer.'    It  had  been  stated,  that  British 
and  Irish  manufactures  were  exported  in 
large  quantities,  to  the  various  ports  of 
Prussia.    He  had  mfule  it  his  business  to 
look  over  the  accounts  upon  the  subject, 
that  had  been  laid  upon  their  lordships' 
,  table,  and  he  would  read  to  them  one  or 
two  items.    In  1815,  Uie  value  of  British 
and  Irish    goods   exported   to  Prussia, 
amounted  to    830,399/.      In    1826,   it 
amounted  only  to  157,127/.  so  that  there 
was  a  reduction  of  four  fifths.    It  was  evi- 


667      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS^       Vote  of  Thai^  to  At  Army  in  India. 


dent,  Uierefore,  that  some  regulation  had 
taken  place  which  produced  that  reduc- 
tion, or  else,  that  some  cause  had  operated, 
of  which  they  were  at  that  time  ignorant. 
It  might  be  said,  perhaps,  that  this  reduc- 
tion had  been  occasioned  by  the  Corn- 
laws,  and  in  consequence  of  our  not  ad- 
mitting foreign  com.  But  the  returns  in- 
cluded the  average  value  of  British  and 
Irish  manufactures  exported,  and  the 
average  quantities  of  foreign  com  im- 
ported,  since  the  year  1815.  For  the 
wt  three  years,  the  average  value  of 
British  and  Irish  manufactures  export- 
ed was  126,000/.  while  the  average  quan- 
tity of  foreign  grain  imported  amount- 
ed to  257,000  quarters.  For  the  three 
years  immediately  preceding  the  three  last, 
the  average  value  of  Bntish  and  Irish 
manufactures  exported,  was  217, 000^ 
while  the  average  quantity  of  foreign  com 
imported,  amounted  only  to  26,000  quar- 
ters. From  this  it  appeared  clearly,  that 
in  those  three  years  in  which  the  quan- 
tity of  foreign  com  imported  was  the 
least,  the  average  value  of  British  manu- 
factures exported  vas  the  greatest,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  reduction  in  the  latter 
was  not  occasioned  by  the  operation  of 
4]ie  Com-laws.  He  considered  the  sub- 
ject as  one  of  g:reat  nnportance,  tokA  the 
move  so,  because  it  had  been  stated, 
tiiat  British  manufactures  were  still  ex- 
ported to  the  eastern  parts  of  Prassia,  to 
a  very  large  amount.  He  contended  that 
this  was  not  the  case;  although  he  ao- 
^owledged  that  there  were,  and  ever 
must  be,  he  should  think,  large  exporta- 
tions  to  the  Elbe  and  Weser,  ana  the 
western  part  of  the  king  of  Prussia's  do- 
joinions.  He  then  moved,  for  a  copy  of 
^he  correspondence  between  his  majestv's 
government  and  the  ccftirt  of  Berhn, 
during  the  years  1825  and  1826,  upon  the 
sttbject  of  the  Com-bill.— Ordered. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  May  8. 

Vote  ot  Thakks  to  tsb  Ammr  iv 
IvDiA.]  Mc  ITyan,  in  rising  to  move  the 
thanks  of  the  House  to  the  Britisfa  Army 
in  India,  far  their  services  in  the  late 
war,  said,  he  felt  no  small  satis&ction, 
after  the  recent  discordant  discussbns,  in 
bringing  forward  a  qaestion,  on  which  he 
anticipated  no  diffisrence  of  opinion.  The 
House  had  no  duty  more  pleasing  than 
that  of  aclmowledgi&g  the  merits,  and  re- 


warding the  services,  of  tlie  puUic  wtw^ 
ants ;  but  it  ought,  however,  to  be  caieliii 
and  attentive  in  the  distribution  of  rewards, 
so  as  not  to  confer  them  where  they  were 
undeserved.  His  object  on  that  ooeanots 
would  be,  to  conciliate  and  unite  all  partieft 
in  support  of  the  vote  of  thanks  wlii<^ 
he  intended  to  propose;  seeing  that  the 
value  of  the  vote  would  mainly  consist  ia 
the  unanimous  feeling  of  approbatioa 
with  which  it  was  carried.  For  this  reason, 
he  should  omit  any  particitlar  commends* 
tion  of  the  political  management  of  tiie 
war,  as  ^at  was  a  part  of  the  subject  em 
which  gentlemen  held  various  opbioas ; 
not,  however,  that  he  would  not  coatm^dp 
that  much  praise  was  due  to  the  gopsmor* 
genenJ  for  the  perseverance,  constaiMy^ 
and  judgment,  with  whidi  he  had  proae«> 
cuted  the  war.  But,  on  the  present  oeca^ 
sion,  he  should  confine  his  observationa  to 
military  matters,  putting  aside  those  politi- 
cal topics  which  might  tend  to  excite  a 
difference  of  feeling.  There  had  been 
several  cases  before  Uie  present,  m  whidi 
votes  of  thanks  were  given, to  the  gove>aot> 
generals  of  India,  for  their  conduct  of  the 
warlike  operations ;  for  instance,  to  loi4 
Minto,  when  in  hiscapaeity  of  commander- 
in-ehief;  and  to  the  marquis  Wellesiejr,  at 
captaitt-general  of  the  forces,  when  he  eon* 
tribnted,  by  his  peisoaiA  managenent  of 
tte  miiitaTy  operatkms,  to  carry  his  own 
plans  into  execution.  But  the  present 
difiered  from  those,  as  thas  vote  winM  be 
confined  to  those  who  executed  the  operas 
tions  of  die  war,  and  not  to  those  who 
planned  them.  That  army,  while  it  eqaalM 
in  gaUantry  any  former  body  of  men  that 
ever  took  the  field  in  India,  had  also  over* 
come  all  the  diffioulties  arisiag  iroai  a 
inarch  through  a  oomtry  not  pitvioasly 
explored,  and  in  the  season  of  die  p«o& 
cal  rains.  These  sufferings  they  had  sur- 
mounted with  the  greatest  constancy  and 
courage.  In  this  war,  which  lasted  two 
years,  it  was  but  just  to  state,  that,  with 
all  this  braivery  of  theland  focces,  it  wooid 
have  been  impossiUe  to  succeed,  had  not 
their  movements  on  the  banks  of  ifas 
rivers  been  seconded  by  the  active,  and 
valuable  eocertions  of  the  flotiiku  In  thm 
department,  too,  much  assistance  had 
derived  from  the  employment  of  e 
then  for  the  first  time  introduced  into 
-^team.  Thesteam  vessel  had  been  ^very 
useful,  not  merely  in  carrying  on  comsnn* 
nications  with  despatch,  but  in  overooning 
formidable  jeaistance.     He  wonU   nm 
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occupy  the  time  of  the  Hoo8e>  by  detwliiif 
the  aeyentl  meritorious  services  of  the  many 
gallant  officers  who  had  distinguished 
themseWes — ^as  sir  Archibald  Campbell^ 
who  commanded  the  army  before  Prome; 

feperal  Cotton,  and  others.  He  could  not, 
owever,  omit  one  particular  merit  of  sir 
Archibald  Campbell;  namely,  the  spirit  of 
moderation  with  which  he  had  checked 
the  advance  of  his  army,  when  within  four 
days  march  of  the  enemy's  capital,  and  the 
readiness  with  which  the  men  yielded  to 
his  command,  at  a  time  when  they  might 
be  said  to  hs^e  the  city  in  their  hamls, 
and  were  glowing  with  the  expectation  of 
those  pecuniaiy  advantages  tnat  arise  to 
coldiers  from  the  forcible  possession  of  an 
enemy's  city.  Sir  Archibald,  however, 
feeling  that  ne  had  a  higher  duty  than  that 
of  satisfying  the  personal  interest  of  his 
aoldiers,  and  his  own,  thought  it  more  just 
and  wise  to  effect  a  conclusion  of  the  war, 
on  almost  any  terms  that  the  enemy  would 
accept,  than  to  proceed  to  such  a  melan- 
choly extremibr- — It  would  be  his  duty  to 
move  the  thanu  of  the  House  to  another 
body  of  troops  engaged  elsewhere,  namely, 
lord  Combermere,  and  the  forces  under 
his  command,  employed  against  the 
fortress  of  Bhurtpore.  ^d  here  he  should 
lemaik,  that  much  praise  was  due  to  the 
oonducton  of  the  operations,  for  the  ac- 
tivity and  foresight  with  which  they  had 
tirought  together  such  an  amount  of  force 
as  rendered  the  captnra  of  the  place 
inevitable.  That  fortress  vras  the  only  one 
which  had  formerly  withstood  the  British 
arms,  lord  Lake  having  been  repulsed 
fiom  it  about  twenty  years  ago.  This 
cifcumstanoe  had  given  rise  to  a  supersti- 
tious idea  in  the  minds  of  the  natives,  ^t 
its  vKNrks  were  impregnable,  and  incapable 
of  being  taken  by  European  anns.  This 
lenderra  the  capture  of  it  a  matter  of  great 
importance.  In  fact,  nothing  could  be 
more  necessary  to  the  honour  and  the 
aecurity  of  the  British  arms,  and  the  British 
empire,  in  India,  than  the  precaution  of 
makingno  attack  on  that  fortress  that  would 
not  be  attended  with  certain  success.  The 
thanks  of  the  House  were  due,  therefore, 
to  sir  Edward  Paget,  the  conmander-in- 
diief,  for  the  leal  and  diligence  with  which 
he  ecrilected  together,  for  that  object,  a 
larger  force  and  more  powerful  means  of 
assault,  than  had  ever  been  assembled 
iigainst  it ;  and  for  the  judicious  prompti- 
tude with  which  he  intrusted  the  command 
of  that  force,  and  the  conduct  of  the  enter- 


prise, to  lord  Combermere,  an  ofllcer  w^ 
worthy  to  succeed  him  in  the  chief  com^ 
mand.  Lord  Combermere  having  received 
the  appointment,  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  proceeded  with  all  speed,  and  at 
much  personal  inconvenience  and  hazard, 
to  take  the  command  of  the  troops ;  an^ 
to  his  lordship's  seal,  energy,  talent,  and 
personal  bravery,  were  to  be  ascribed  much 
of  the  success  of  that  gkmous  enterprise. 
Nor  would  it  be  just  on  this  occasion,  to 
pass  over  the  merits  of  the  native  troops; 
particularly  the  readiness  with  whidi  thA 
Madras  sepoys  volunteered  their  services, 
and  the  chemui  fidelity  with  which  they 
marched  to  the  scene  of  hostilities,  never 
losing  a  single  man  by  desertion  in  the 
course  of  a  long  and  laoorious  march.  Of 
dits  merit,  much,  undoubtedly,  was  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  excellent  arrangements  of 
tiieir  commander,  sir  Thmnas  Mooro>  the 
governor  of  Madras.  As  the  details  of  the 
campaigns  were  already  before  the  House, 
he  would  not  trouble  it  by  a  particular 
detail  of  the  many  instances  of  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  displayed  by  the  troops^ 
but  would  move,  '*  That  the  thuks  of  the 
House  be  given  to  general  lord  Comber^ 
mere,  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  in 
India,  for  his  able  and  meritorious  conduct 
in  command  of  the  forces  employedagainsfc 
Bhurtpore,  and  for  the  ability,  judgment^ 
and  courage  with  which  he  planned  and 
directed  the  assault  of  that  fortress ;  th^ 
success  of  which  brilliant  achievement  hat 
highly  contributed  to  the  honour  of  die 
British  army,  and  the  permanent  tran- 
quillity of  our  possessions  in  the  East." 

Mr.  Hume  seconded  the  motion,  and 
said,  he  was  happy  to  be  able  consden* 
tiously  to  do  so.  Indeed,  in  his  opinion^ 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  much  under^ 
rated  the  merits  of  the  army  and  navy, 
particulari^  of  the  troops  whidi  had  been 
employed  m  the  Burmese  war.  No  armj 
haa  ever  been  in  a  situation  more  arduous^ 
or  one  more  calculated  to  appal  brave  men. 
Brave  troops  would  face  cannon  with  care^ 
lessness  and  alacrity ;  but  it  was  a  mudi 
more  trying  eft>rt  to  encounter  widi  reso- 
lution the  attacks  of  disease  and  privation ; 
and  the  extent  to  which  the  troops  had  to 
display  this  latter  species  of  courage,  might 
be  estimated  from  one  instance,  m  which, 
out  of  a  regiment  of  nine  hundred  metf, 
only  fifty,  m  the  course  of  a  few  months, 
were  able  to  do  duty.  He  was  particularly 
happy  at  the  course  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  taken,  for  he  could  not 


761      HOUSE  OP  COMMONS,  .     Vote  of  Thankt  to  the  Amof  in,  India.        672 


have  conscientipusly  voted  in  favour  of  the 
justice  of  the  Burmese  war,  or  of  the  go- 
vernment which  had  planned  and  under- 
taken them.  He  must  enter  his  caveat 
against  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
said  about  the  merits  of  the  government, 
to  which  he  could  allow  no  credit,  although 
he  was  well  pleaded  that  those  who  had  so 
well  done  their  duty  in  the  execution  of 
the  operations  assigned  to  them,  should 
ireceive  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  House. 
He  wished  to  know,  however,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  troops  at  Arraeant  Those  troops, 
although  not  actually  engaged,  had  suffer- 
ed, with  utmost  braverv,  under  the  diseases 
occasioned  by  the  pestilential  climate ;  and 
a  question  might  yet  arise,  as  to  the  cause 
of  their  being  placed  in  such  a  situation^ 
As  these  troops  were  separated  from  the 
Burmese  army  by  a  ridge  of  mountains,  so 
high,  that  the  two  armies  could  have  no 
€ommuiucation  with  each  other,  the  Ar- 
jacan  troops  ought  to  be  separately  noticed. 
The  services  of  the  navy  had  been  particu- 
larly meritorious  and  useful,  for  without 
them  the  land  troops  could  not  possibly 
have  carried  on  their  operations ;  and  he 
was  the  more  anxious  to  do  justice  to  the 
aavy,  aa  in  the  account  of  a  general 
military  officer  (major  Snodgrass),  high  in 
the  confidence  of  the  commander,  these 
aervices  of  the  navy  had  been  passed  over 
with  the  most  unjust  silence ;  when,  even 
in  the  despatches  of  general  Campbell,  they 
had  b^n  noticed  with  high  approbation. 
General  Campbell  deserved  thanks  for 
having  brought  the  war  to  a  conclusion  in 
any  way ;  and  it  was  certainly  a  very  proper 
moderation  in  him,  when  he  was,  widi  only 
two  thousand  men,  within  four  days'  march 
of  a. capital,  where  he  would  have  found 
the  enemy's  troops  fifty  to  one  at  least,  to 
check  his  army,  instead  of  marching  the 
iroops  forward  where  they  would  have 
found  no  plunder,  but  most  probably 
destruction.  When  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man talked  of  the  invaluable  services  of  the 
steam-boats,  what  did  he  think  of  those 
who  planned  the  expedition,  with  a  view 
to  land  troops  in  a  country  of  which  they 
knew  nothing?  With  respect  to  Bhurt- 
pore,  he  recollected  that  lord  Lake  had 
been  repulsed  four  times  before  it ;  and  he 
thought  that  lord  Combennere  deserved 
the  greatest  credit,  since  he  had  so  far 
restored  the  character  of  the  British  army 
— a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
India. 


Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  the  officer  who 
had  commanded  the  Arracan  troc^  was 
dead,  and  there  was  no  other  who  could 
be  particularly  mentioned ;  but  the  thaimy^ 
of  the  House  would  be  conveyed  to  the  Ax^ 
racan  troops,  aa  part  of  the  Burmese  aimy . 

Sir  /.  YorJie  was  glad  that  the  cause  of 
the  army  and  navy  had  been  kept  separate 
from  that  of  the  government,  and  he 
thought  that  captain  Chad  ought  to  be 
specially  mentioned  in  the  vote  of  thanks  ; 
as  he  had  been  one  of  the  principal  means 
of  conducting  the  troops  along  the  road  to 
the  very  heart  of  the  Burmese  empire.  The 
navy  had  well  deserved  the  thanks  of  the 
House,  and  he  was  astonished  how  anj  one 
who  knew  anything  of  the  matter  could 
have  written  an  account  of  (he  operatioiis 
without  doing  them  justice. 

Sir  John  Bridges  said,  thai  profes- 
sionally as  well  as  privately  acquainted  at 
he  was  with  the  brave  commander,  whose 
heroic  deeds,  together  with  those  of  his 
gaUant  companions  in  anns,  were  the  sub- 
ject of  conununication  to  ihe  House  that 
night,  the  fjpw  words  he  should  say  upon 
this  occasion  were  dictated  more  by  aa  is* 
dulgence  of  private  feeling,  than  by  any 
necessity  that  existed  of  oJliog  forth  doe 
attention  (if  any  thing  that  feJl  fiom  him 
co^ild,  in  any  degree,  ha?e  that  effect) 
to  a  just  appreciation  of  the  splendid 
achievement  now  laid  before  them.  Hap- 
pily, the  feeling  and  generosity  of  Eng- 
land never  had  wanted,  nor  ever  wouki 
want  a  stimulus  to  acknowledge  distin- 
guished services,  aiid  to  reward  deserved 
merit  In  a  country  peculiarly  obnoxious 
to  European  constitutions,  the  war  in  the 
Burmese  empire  had,  by  the  great  talenls 
of  our  commanders,  both  by  sea  and  land, 
and  the  valour  of  our  troops^^a  handful  of 
brave  warriors,  opposed  to  legions  of  na* 
tive  soldiers,  at  least  ten  to  one  against 
them — been  triumphantly  tenx)inated  by  a 
glorious  victory ;  and  still  mote,  this  vic- 
tory over  the  enemy  had  been  accompa- 
niea  with  a  victorv  over  themselves,  the 
moral  efiects  of  wnich  were  of  no  meaa 
consideration.  Our  gallant  troops,  pasang 
through  an  invaded  country,  bad  evetj- 
where,  and  upon  every  occasion^  refrained 
from  pillage,  and  protected  the  vaaqottlied^ 
True  soldiers,  they  had  felt  and  ven6ed  the 
maxim — ''Parcere  subjectis,  et  debeUare 
superbos."  Such  was  the  fruit  of  Btiliak 
discipline  grafted  on  native  oourase;  and 
which  was  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the 
admirable  regulations  established  by  the 
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late  illustrious  everrto-be-lamented  cpm- 
m^nder-in-chief.  '  To  a  soldier,  his  best 
reward  was  bis  country's  approbation. 
Tbis  army  bad  done  its  auty,  and  it  now 
behoved  that  House  to  do  theirs ;  and,  in 
doing  BO,  he  felt  confident  that  it  would 
mark,  by  a  loud  expression  of  approbation, 
the  sense  it  entertained  of  their  brilliant 
services,  and  that  it  would  humbly  recom- 
mend to  the  fountain  of  honour  which 
was  prompt  to  reward  merit,  and  to  the 
fountain  of  riches — the  East  India  Com- 
pany, whose  territories  had  been  not  only 
protected  but  extended,  and  whose  coffers 
nad  been  filled — such  acknowledgments 
as  they  should  feel  were  justly  due  to  that 
eminent  commander,  wnose  innate  cou- 
rage, consummate  skill,  and  ardent  devo- 
tion to  the  service  of  his  kmg  and  country, 
were  not  to  be  surpassed ;  and  to  those 
valiant  troops  who,  heroically  fighting  un- 
der him,  had  successfully  brought  this  con- 
test to  a  glorious  issue,  and  procured  peace 
to '  that  part  of  India.  He  would  no 
longer  take  up  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  he  should  consider  himself  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  duty,  if  he  sat  down  without 
expressing  his  araent  hope,  that  this  great 
victoiy,  which  was  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  warfare,  and  would  be  handed 
down  to  posterity  as  such  in  the  pages  of 
history,  would  m  justice  be  followed  up 
by  a  grant  from  the  East  India  Company 
of  the  crore  of  rupees  paid  by  the  king  of 
Ava,  as  the  price  of  his  capital  being 
spared,  to  the  gallant  force  under  the 
command  of  sir  Archibald  Campbell,  as  a 
remuneration  for  service  began,  continued, 
and  ended,  with  matchless  glory  to  them- 
selves, and  endless  benefit  to  the  East  In- 
dia empire. 

General  Orosvenar  said,  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  performed  a  gratifying  task  to 
himself  and  the  House,  and  he  would 
add,  the  country  at  large,  by  his  proposal 
of  thanks  to  the  oflicers  and  troops  who 
had  so  nobly  sustained  the  honour  of  our 
arms  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  globe,  and 
who  by  their  valour  and  reputation  have 
consolidated  our  oriental  possessions,  and 
raised  the  name  of  the  British  empire  to 
the  highest  pinnacle  of  glory.  To  sur 
Archi^ld  Campbell  and  to  general  Cot- 
ton, and  lord  Combermere,  too  much  praise 
could  not  be  given;  and  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  their  command  the  ut- 
most stretch  of  our  admiration  was  due  to 
their  valour  and  perseverance.  But,  though 
coming  tardily,  as  the  thanks  seemingly 
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did,  the  brilliancy  of  the.  various  features 
of  tfiewar  was  not  dulled  on  our  memories, 
nor  ever  could  lose  its  lustre  in  the  hearts 
and  memories  of  their  grateful  countrymen. 
Happy  was  it  for  this  great  empire  to  re- 
flect that,  come  what  may,  we  had  a  rising 
description  of  officers,  educated  in  the  best 
school,  and  und^r  the  great  captain  of 
the  field  of  Waterloo;  so  that  England 
would  know  how  to  make  herself  respected 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe;  and  he 
would  say,  might  the  illustrious  warrior, 
who  had  unhappily  for  the  army  and  the 
country,  laid  down  liis  truncheon,  quickly 
resume  that  station,  which  he  was  so  emi- 
nently entitled  to  fill.  Might  some  of  oar 
counsellors  step  forth,  and  with  the  honey 
of  their  lips,  sweeten  the  unlucky  dif- 
ferences, that  accident,  more  than  design, 
seemed  to  have  given  rise  to.  And,  highly 
sensible  must  the  nation  be  of  the  remied 
delicacy  of  the  conveyed  compliment  of 
our  gracious  monarch  to  the  illustrious 
duke  when  his  majesty  named  no  subject 
to  succeed  to  the  station  of  cominander-in- 
chief,  but  executed  the  office  in  his  own 
Royal  person.  The  motion  was  agreed  to, 
nem,  con. 

Mr.  Wynn,  in  rising  to  move  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  those  general  officers  who  had 
so  gallantly  seconded  the  efforts  of  the 
commander-in-chief  in  the  reduction  of 
that  important  fortress,  and  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  other  objects  of  the  go- 
vernment, observed,  that  he  could  have 
wished  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Hume) 
had  abstained  on  this  occasion  from  any 
attacks  upon  the  government  of  India. 
That  government  had,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  late  contest,  done  every  thing  which 
ttke  most  active  and  efficient  govern- 
ment possibly  could  do  in  support  of 
the  forces  employed.  They  had  provided 
steam-boats;  they  had  expended  large 
sums  upon  the  material  of  the  army; 
and  had  neglected  no  means  of  contri- 
buting to  the  wants,  or  adding  to  the 
comforts,  of  those  employed  in  their  ser- 
vice. The  reason  why  sir  Archibald  Camp- 
bell advanced  up  the  country  towards 
the  capital  with  an  army  of  only  two  thou- 
sand men  was,  that  he  conceived  that 
number  to  be  quite  sufficient  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  objects  in  view  in  the 
then  exhausted  state  of  the  army  of  die 
king  of  Ava.  Another  reason  which  in- 
fluenced him  was,  that  a  larger  number  of 
men  would  have  rendered  it  necessary  for 
him  to  provide  more  supplies,  and  there^ 
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fore  very  much  impeded  his  advance. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
moving,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be 
given  to  majors-general  sir  T.  Reynell, 
sir  J.  Nicolls,  sir  S.  Wittingham,  sir  I.  F. 
Adams,  and  the  officers,  both  European 
and  native,  attached  to  the  army  sent 
against  Bhurtpore.  He  was  certain  that  a 
vote  of  thanks  had  never  been  passed  for 
any  individuals  who  deserved  it  more  than 
the  gallant  officers  he  had  named.  Most 
of  mem  had,  in  person,  headed  the  dif- 
ferent storming  parties  who  ultimately 
took  the  fortress  of  Bhurtpjore,  with  the 
greatest  coolness  and  intrepidity.  To  ex- 
tol those  who  had  fallen  on  that  memora- 
ble day  would  be  needless;  but  he  need 
hardly  say,  that  their  merits  were  as  great 
as  those  of  the  officers  whose  names  he  had 
mentioned. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to  nem. 
can.  As  were  also  resolutions,  ''that  the 
thanks  of  the  House  be  given  to  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  em- 
ployed against  Bhurtpore,  for  their  gallant 
behaviour  in  the  taking  of  that  place — ^to 
major-general  sir  Archibald  Campbell,  for 
the  ability  and  valour  displayed  by  him  in 
his  late  operations  against  Ava — ^to  briga- 
dier-generals William  M'Bean,  sir  Wil- 
loughby  Cotton,  and  Michael  M'Creagh, 
for  their  indefatigable  exertions  in  Uie 
expedition  against  Ava — ^to  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  the  army 
employed  against  Ava» 

Electioks  Reoulatioh  Bill.]  Lord 
Althorp  saidj^it  would  be  recollected  that, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  session,  he  had 
given  notice  of  three  different  motions 
which  he  intended  to  bring  forward ;  one 
of  them  he  had  framed  upon  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  noble  friend  of  his ;  the  other 
two  he  had  some  time  since  originated. 
The  object  of  these  motions,  generally, 
was  to  diminish  the  expense  of  elections. 
In  the  first  instance,  he  had  moved  for  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  modes  to 
be  adopted  for  diminishing  the  expenses 
of  County  Elections.  Tne  House  was 
kind  enough  to  grant  that  committee, 
whieh  had  now  been  sitting  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  and  would,  he  believed, 
soon  report.  The  other  proposition,  and 
which,  up  to  this  time,  he  had  been  un- 
avoidably prevented  from  bringing  forward 
in  a  more  complete  shape,  was  one  for 
diminishing  the  expenses  of  all  elections 
generally,  but  principally  those  of  elections 
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for  boroughs.    He  did  not  mean  to  may 
that  the  bill  he  now  mtended  to  barmg^  in 
went  to  more  than  one  class  of  the  erds 
which  it  was  his  object  to  remedy;  hnt  it 
seemed  to  him  better  that    the  Hoiue 
should  apply  themselves  to  the  redrcflB  of 
those  evils  wer  this  manner,  one  by  one, 
and  step  by  step ;  for  that  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding would  enable  them  to  undeistaBd 
the  position  in  which  they  were  tJiwced 
with  respect  to  these  objects.    As  he  did 
not  apprehend  that  any  objection  woold 
be  made  to  the  bill  he  would  now  mote 
for  leave  to  brmg  in,  he  would  not  troubie 
the  House  with  anv  arguments  in  support 
of  it.    But  it  might  he  necessary  ibr  turn 
to  explam  what  the  grievances  were    to 
which  the  bill  was  meant  to  apply,  end  by 
what  means  those  grievanoes  were  to  be 
remedied.    Hon.  gentlemen  were  ttwnre, 
that  many  acts  of  pariiament  had  pniaed 
for  the  prevention  of  direct  bribery  at 
elections ;  but  the  effect  of  those  acts  wis 
evaded  in  very  many  different  ways.     One 
of  these  methods  was,  by  candidates  em- 
ploying a  large  number  of  voters  in  dif- 
ferent places,  and  paying  them  for  me- 
tended  services,  in  omer  to  secure  their 
votes.    And,  so  completely  was  this  the 
fact,  that  different  prices  were  paid  to 
those  who  gave  the  candidate,  in  wiioae 
interest  they  were,  plumpeis,  from,  those 
who  gave  htm  half,  or  split,  votes.     Hie 
plumpers  were  paid  for  at  a  doobk  nte, 
as   compared  with  the  half  votes.      In 
desiring  to  relieve  elections  from  this  sort 
of  chafes,  he  was  not  applying  himself  ft> 
the  case  of  those  who  were  c^el  **  ejection 
agents*'  only ;  for,  to  do  so,  would  be  to 
push  the  principle  he  was  desooos  of  car- 
rying into  execution  to  a  very  naaU  ex- 
tent.   He  meant  to  extend  it  to  a  great 
number  of  other  individuals,  being  volets, 
who  were  very  commonly  employed  on 
such  occasions,  under  a  variety  of  deno- 
minations, as  messengers,  flagmen,  nn- 
ners,  and  musicians;  musicians,  by-ths- 
bye,  who  had  never   played  upon  wy 
musical  instrument  in  the  whole  cooae 
of  their  lives.    It  was  with  a  view  to  pie- 
vent  this  species  of  general  bribeiy  as 
effectually  as  possible,  that  he  now  called 
upon  the  House  for  leave  to  intiodnce  the 
bill  he  spoke  of.    By  that  bill  he  M  not 
propose  to  inflict  positive  penalties  upon 
any  parties.    Such  penalties,  under  such 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  was  not  de- 
sirable to  create;  nor  was  it  any  more  his 
wish  to  punish  the  persons  so  oateasibiy 
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iployad  in  sucb  capacities,  thao  it  was 
to  puiusli  those  who  might  pretend  thus 
to  employ  them. .  But  he  wanted  to  take 
away  the  temptation  from  the  candidate 
Co  OTer  such  inducements  to  the  voter, 
-and  firom  the  voter  to  accept  them,  by 
jendering  the  vote  of  any  elector  so  em- 
ployed useless  and  invalid,  at  the  elecMon 
of  the  candidate  employing  him.  He 
might  mention  many  instances  in  which 
the  effect  of  such  employment  was  equiva- 
leat  to  the  most  direct  bribery;  as  m 
cases  where  a  candidate,  pending  the 
election,  had  paid  the  barber  who  shaved 
him  one  or  two  guineas  for  his  trouble, 
the  barber  being  one  of  his  constituents. 
The  means  by  which  he  proposed  to  pre- 
y&A  these  practices  for  the  future,  were— 
to  enact,  tnat  any  person  so  emploved,  or 
nid»  by  a  candidate,  or  others  in  bis  be- 
half (aoopting,  in  this  respect,  the  very 
words  of  the  act  against  bribery),  should 
not  be  allowed  to  vote  at  the  election  of 
the  candidate,  by,  or  for  whom,  he  may 
havebeeo,  at  such  times,  employed.  From 
the  nature  of  this  proposition,  it  would  be 
eeen»  that  he  did  not  wish  to  disfranchise 
the  parties.  But  its  effect  would  be,  not 
to  prevent  candidates  from  employing  any 
description  of  persons  whose  services,  in 
their  respective  capacities,  might  be  really 
of  use  to  them;  but,  to  prevent  them 
firom  availing  themselves  of  their  purchased 
votes,  under  the  mere  pretence  of  empl<^- 
ing  them.  In  coi^uston,  he  moved  ror 
leave  **  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  cor- 
rupt practices  at  Elections  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  and  for  diminishing 
the  expense  of  such  Elections.'' 

Mr.  Wynn  observed,  that  the  case  men- 
tioned by  the  noble  lord,  of  the  pretended 
musician-voters,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
person  so  exorbitantly  paid  for  shaving 
the  candidate's  chin,  came  clearly  within 
the  rule  and  scope  of  the  old  Bribery  acta. 
Still,  there  were  so  many  considerations 
attaching  to  this  sulgect,  which  might  be 
gone  into  with  advantage,  on  the  intro-^ 
cuction  of  the  bill  propoMd,  that  he  would 
oertainh  support  tne  motion. 

Sir  C.  BurreU  hoped,  that  the  operation 
of  the  bill  was  aot  meant  to  exctude  aU 
penons  employed  and  paid  by  candidates 
tor  their  services  at  elections.  It  would 
be  haid,  indeed,  if  its  eflbct  diould  be  to 
disfranchise  so  generally  respectable  a 
body  of  men,  for  instance,  as  election 
•gcnte:  iHiose  services  were  nsoaUy  very 
nIaaUe  to  the  candidate,  and  many  other 


meritorious  penons,  whose  exertions  might 
be  perfectly  unimpeachable,  though  paid 
for. 

Mr.  Brougham  felt  himself  under  obli- 
gation to  his  noble  friend,  for  this  en^ 
deavour  to  put  a  stop  to  the  grea^  and, 
as  his  late  election  experience  proved  be- 
yond all  doubt,  the  growing  evil  of  election 
expenses.  Well,  towever,  as  he  wished 
the  meiasure,  if  he  thought  it  was  fairiy 
open  to  thoie  objections  which  had  been 
stated  to  it  by  an  hon.  baronet,  or  that  it 
would  at  all  abridfle  the  elective  franchise, 
he  should  beibe  last  man  to  support  it. 
But  he  could  not  regard  it  in  the  same 
light  as  the  hon.  baronet  viewed  it  If  he 
was  to  rule,  that  any  person  exercising  any 
certain  trade,  profession,  or  employment, 
was  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote  at  any 
election,  which  certain  trade  or  occapar 
tion  such  person  used  generally,  habitually, 
and  independently  of  the  election,  and 
that  such  person  miffht  have  voted  if  he 
had  not  been  so  employed,  that  would  be 
undoubtedly  a  disfranchisement.  But 
what  his  noble  friend's  bill  said  was  this 
— ^tothe  barber,  suppose,  who  had  been 
alluded  to—''  if  yon  axercise  the  trade  of 
a  barber  general^,  habitually,  and  inde* 
pendently  of  this  election,  such  employ- 
ment shall  be  no  bar  to  your  voting ;  but 
if,  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  yon 
shall  shave  the  candidate's  chin,  and  re- 
ceive fifty  guineas  for  it,  then  do  I  hold 
you  guilty,  not  of  shaving,  but  of  bribery." 
But,  bad  and  imperfect  as  the  present  law 
was,  it  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  require  a 
declaratorv  clause  to  explain  that  such  a 
case  as  tnis  came  within  ite  opcvation. 
Nor  did  he  believe,  notwfihstandinjp  all 
that  he  had  seen  and  heard  of  committees 
lately — and  he  had  heard  accounte  of 
these  committees  which  he  should  have 
had  great  difficulty  in  believing,  if  he  had 
not  had  them  from  undoubted  authority^ 
that  any  committee  appointed  under  the 
GrenviUe  act,  could  entertain  a  doubt  as 
to  such  cases.  It  was  very  true,  therefine, 
that  the  law  as  to  such  cases  was  suffi- 
ciently explicit;  but  others  had  been 
stated  by  his  noUe  friend,  in  principle  the 
same,  though  periiaps  not  so  obviously 
so;  and,  as  it  might  be  doubtful  whether 
thqr  vtte  reachaue  by  the  present  law, 
it  was,  at  the  least,  safer  to  adopt  this 
more  comprehensive  bill,  by  which  all 
persons  employed  at  elections,  such  as 
musicians,  bearers  of  flags,  and  all  permns 
who  fiUcd  such  like  important  and  reqpon- 
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■ible  offices,  and  whose  senrices  every  one 
knew  were  overpaid,  should  be  disqualified 
from  voting  at  that  election.    Every  een* 
tleman  knew  the  heavy  expenses  which 
^*andidate8  were  subjected  to,  in  paying 
agents,  not  only  for  their  professional  as- 
sistance, but  by  way  of  enlisting  in  their 
cause  the  electioneering  influence  of  those 
persons,  and  of  securing  their  votes.     He 
bad  no  objection  to  candidates  employing 
auch  agents  at  elections :  they  might  give 
them  ten    guineas   a-day  if  they  were 
foolish  enough  to  do  so,  but  let  it  be  to 
them  as  canvassers,  and  much  good  might 
their  services  do  these  gentlemen;    but 
let  thenf  not,  under  such  a  colour,  buy  up 
an  elector's  vote.    By  law,  and  by  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  every  elector 
ought  to  tender  his  vote  for  the  candidate 
whom  he  thought  the  most  fit  to  repre- 
sent the  particular  county  or  borough  in 
parliament;  but,  in  consequence  of  this 
mfluence,  he  tendered  it  as  the  hired  and 
paid  agent  of  the  candidate.    Could  it, 
then,  be  called  disfranchisement,  when 
agents  wer^  told,  that,  because  of  the 
retainer  which  they  had  received  from  any 
particular  candidate,    they  were  placed 
under  a  temporary  restraint  as  to  voting? 
For  they  were  supposed  to  be  incapable 
of  disinterestedly  discharging  the  duty  of 
a  judge--es  an  elector  ought  to  be^of 
the  merits  of  the  party  soliciting   their 
suffrages.     For  these  reasons  he  wished 
success  to  this  measure ;  but  he  wished  it 
had  been  carried   furdier.      His   noble 
friend  had  addressed  his  attention  to  the 
defects  of  the  law,  as  it  affected  the  pro- 
ceedings in  elections  out  of  doors ;    but 
he  would  recommend  his  noble  friend  to 
extend  his  measure  to  that  acknowledged 
evil — the  growing  misdirection  of  Election 
Committees  in  that  House.     He  had  beard 
so  much  of  the  abuses  to  which  he  had 
referred,  that  he  was  greatly  disposed  to 
move  for  the  minutes  of  some  of  the  com- 
mittees which  had  sat  on  the  late  elections. 
This  was  the  first  occasion  that  had  pre- 
sented itself  for  the  expression  of  his  sen- 
timents on  those  ciring  outrages,  not  only 
on  all  legal  principles,  and  on  all  justice, 
but  on  all  common  honesty  and  common 
sense,  which  he  had  heard  of  with  asto- 
nishment, and  at  first  with  g^reat  incie- 
dulity.    He  alluded  to  the  conduct  of  the 
committees  up  stairs.    One  suggestion  he 
would  throw  out  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Election  laws.    According  to  the  present 
practice,  two  nominees  were  appomted; 
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wherem,  he  thou|;ht,  Ulj  miidi  of  tlie 
evil.     One  committee^  thus  cooslituted, 

had  recently  decided  in  this  way  : — tlxej 
would  not  allow  that  A  had  treatad  B, 
though  it  was  offered  to  be  proved  tbat 
A  had  given  a  commission  to  another  ta 
bribe  B.      There  were   other   instances 
equally  scandalous :  and  sure  he  was,  k 
was  high  time  to  revise  this  constitutiooal 
tribund  for  trying    contested    electkuiffw 
One  case  he  would  also  mention,  m  wfaicK 
a  committee  had  decided,  that  one  boro«gk 
could  not  have  another  borough  conttined 
within  it,  because  there  was  a  rig^t    of 
common  over  it.  There  were  no  two  lawyers 
in  Westminster-hall  who  would  have  hesi- 
tated one  moment  in  coming  to  adeciajon  ; 
but  which  the  committee  did  not,  imtxl 
after  they  had  entailed  grievous  expenses 
on  the  parties,  and  after  seven  or  eig\it 
days  discussion.    He  wished  success  Is 
every  measure  which  tended  to  purify  elec- 
tions of  the  enormous  expense  attendii^ 
them;  both  as  reearded  candidates  at  the 
poll,  and  those  whose  election  was  ques- 
tioned after  their  return.    This  cosld  be 
accomplished  only  by  a  tribunal  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  court  of  justice.    He  was  a  mo- 
derate reformer-— one  of  those  who,  on  ac- 
count of  their  moderation,  had  been  called 
mock  reformers.    His  object  was  practi- 
cal reform ;  and,  so  cautious  was  he  in  the 
advances  he  made,  that  he  would  not  UA 
one  foot  from  the  ground,  until  he  ftmnd 
that  the  other  was  firmly  planted.     He 
knew  that  in  advancing,  he  had  to  walk 
beside  aprecipice  ;  and,  therefore,  he  would 
move  with  care  along  the  devious  path. 
When  daylight  broke  upon  him,  he  n^ht 
proceed  more  boldly ;  but  he  fbund  him- 
self, at  the  beginning  of  his  jooney,  sur- 
rounded with  darkness  and  danger.    He 
might  again  be  charged  with  being  a  mock 
reformer ;  but  he  would  adhere  to  thoe 
principles,  and  support  his  noble  friead  ia 
nis  partial  and  moKierate,  but  at  the  same 
time,  real,  substantial,  and  useful,  refbnn 
of  the  law  of  election.    There  were'  two 
measures  which  he  should  like  to  have  in- 
grafted on  this  bill.    One  waa  the  abo* 
iition  of  the  nominees.    These  appoint- 
ments were,  in  every  case,  a  deep  mockeij 
of  justice,  and  serious  injury  to  the  par- 
ties, and  he  might  add,  to  the  nominees 
themselves — ^for   no   situation    coold  be 
more  painful,  perplexing,  and  anomalous 
than  theirs.    They  were  sworn  to  do  jus- 
tice equally,  yet  called  at  the  will  of  the 
parties  lo  be  their  representatives.     Om 
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the  one  hand,  they  were  bound  by  their 
oath  to  act  impartially ;  on  the  other, 
they  were  under  the  not  less  solemn  obli- 
gation of  honour  to  maintain  and  defend 
the  interests  of  their  friends.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  nominees  always 
went  into  the  committee  greatly  to  their 
own  discontent,  if  they  were  conscientious 
pNersons ;  and  greatly  to  that  of  the  oppo- 
site party,  if  they  were  of  a  different  cna- 
racter.  On  one  side,  they  were  perhaps 
charged  with  not  having  done  enough  for 
their  friend ;  and  on  the  other,  they  were 
accused  of  having  violated  their  duty, 
which  was,  to  judge  with  perfect  impar- 
tiality between  the  parties.  He  recom- 
meaatd  that,  instead  of  appointing  these 
nominees,  both  parties  should  unite  in 
naming  a  chairman  to  the  committee,  who 
would  act  as  referee  on  all  disputed  points. 
By  this  course,  most  probably,  an  expe- 
rienced, steady,  and  just  man,  would  be 
appointed  chairman,  and  the  same  justice 
would  be  done  in  these  cases  as  between 
parties  who  submitted  to  the  award  of 
an  arbitrator.  A  change  also,  he  thought, 
should  take  place  in  striking  the  list  of  the 
oommittee.  Instead  of  takmg,  in  the  first 
instance,  forty-eight  names  to  be  reduced 
by  the  parties  to  thirteen,  he  would  rather 
they  should  take  the  first  twelve  that  were 
drawn,  without  any  striking  at  all;  or 
they  might  draw  out  eighteen,  and  strike 
out  only  two  or  three  each ;  as,  by  possi- 
bility, a  relative  or  friend  having  the  same 
interest  might  be  among  the  original  num- 
ber. Even  if  one  objectionable  name  re- 
mained, after  the  peremptory  challenge, 
it  would,  upon  the  whole,  be  better  than 
pursuing  the  practice  which  was  expres- 
sively termed  striking  out  the  brains  of  the 
committee.  Under  the  existing  system, 
the  parties  sought  for  a  chance  of  honesty, 
by  abandoning  all  chance  of  ability.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  concluded 
with  repeating  his  conviction,  that  the  ex- 
penses of  elections  ought  to  be  reduced  to 
the  l6west  practicable  amount. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  recommended  the  in- 
sertion of  a  clause,  to  declare  giving 
cockades  and  ribbons  an  act  of  bribery. 
These. favours,  as  they  were  called,  formed 
a  laige  item  in  the  candidates  expenses, 
and  answered  no  other  purpose  than  that 
of  giving  greater  ▼jgour  to  the  display  of 
party  opposition.  "Hie  practice  had  been 
proscribed  by  the  law  of  Ireland  since 
1796,  and  it  would  be  a  commendable 
altecaUon  in  the  election  law  of  thb  country. 


Lord  Althorp,  in  reply,  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  inteoduce  any  clauses  which 
would  lessen  the  expenses  of  elections; 
but  he  was  afraid  of  hazarding  the  success 
of  the  bill  itself,  by  tacking  upon  it  sug* 
gestions  which  might  not  l^  generally  ap- 
proved of. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  he  had,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  given  notice  of  a  bill 
for  next  session,  which  would  consolidate 
all  the  election  law.  That  bill  was  post- 
poned, only  because  he  wished  to  let  the 
committees  dispose  of  the  cases  arising 
out  of  the  general  election ;  as  by  these 
results  many  useful  hints  might  be  fur- 
nished. He  was  willing  either  to  go  on 
with  the  bill,  if  such  was  the  pleasure  of 
the  House,  or  to  hand  it  over  to  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend.  If  he  was  to  give  an 
opinion,  he  should  say  that  this  question 
would  be  better  discussed  by  being  treated 
extensively,  than  by  piecemeal. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  said,  he  had  been 
present  at  almost  every  ballot  that  had 
taken  place  this  session,  yet  he  had  not 
been  elected  a  nominee  upon  any  commit- 
tee, with  the  exception  of  one ;  and  that 
he  had  not  known  the  gentleman  who  had 
asked  him  to  be  his  nominee  upon  that 
occasion.  However,  he  had  succeeded  in 
securing  that  gentleman's  return  to  par- 
liament. He  approved  of  retaining  nomi- 
nees, as  without  them  he  did  not  think  the 
interests  of  petitioning  parties  would  be 
protected. 

Mr.  JET.  Twisi  said,  that  as  committees 
were  at  present  constituted,  they  acted  like 
juries,  without  the  superintendence  of 
juidicial  authority ;  and  perhaps  such  an 
authority  could  not  be  introduced  without 
introducing  also  a  power  that  might  inter* 
fere  with  the  power  of  that  House,  which 
would,  perhaps,  be  productive  of  greater 
inconvenience  than  even  the  present  sys- 
tem. He  thought  that  considerable  im- 
provement would  be  effected,  by  establish- 
mg  some  mode  of  determining  the  validity 
of  questionable  votes  on  the  spot  on  whic^ 
they  were  taken,  and  not  of  having  re- 
course to  the  scrutiny  before  the  commit- 
tee, as  at  present,  where  much  greater  dif- 
ficulty lay  in  the  way  of  duly  ascertaining 
and  determining  them. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

■ 

Borough  of  Pevrtk.]  Mr.  Legk" 
Keck  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  submit  a 
motion  to  the  House,  founded  on  the  late 
proceedings  in  the  borough  of  J^enryn. 
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The  hon.  ^ntlemaD,  after  stating  various 
instances  of  gross  bribery  and  corraptiou 
practised  in  this  borough  on  former  occa- 
sions, adverted  to  the  year  1819,  when  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  elective  franchise 
In  that  borough.  The  committee  framed 
certain  resolutions  on  the  evidence  which 
was  then  before  them ;  and  he  meant  to 
found  the  motion  with  which  )ie  intended 
to  conclude  on  those  resolutions. — ^The 
hon.  gentleman  then  went  into  a  minute 
detail  of  the  circumstances  attending  the 
late  election  in  the  borough  of  Penryn. 
On  the  Monday  preceding  the  election^  so 
careful  were  the  candidates  to  disclaim 
Uny  notion  of  using  any  other  than  con- 
stitutional means  to  forward  their  respective 
interests,  that  they  actuaUy  procured  the 
town-crier  to  proclaim  in  the  market-place, 
that  the  practice  previously  resorted  to  of 
making  the  electors  "  comfortable"  would, 
on  that  occasion,  be  discontinued  [a  laugh]. 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  voters  were 
very  tardy  in  coming  in  to  vote;  but 
foeans  having  been  taken  to  make  them 
**  comfortable,"  they  came  forward  on 
Wednesday  in  great  numbers.  The  hon. 
member  then  referred  to  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  committee  appointed  to  try  the 
late  election,  which  furnished,  he  said, 
the  most  incontestable  proof  of  the  grossest 
briberv  and  corruption.  Having  sat  on 
several  election  committees,  and  having 
once  presided  at  a  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  abuses  practised  in  this 
borough,  and  signed  a  report,  stating  that 
the  charges  of  corruption  and  bribery  were 
fully  proved,  he  should  ill-dischaige  the 
duty  which  he  owed  to  the  House  and  the 
country,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  do 
justice  to  the  respectable  portion  of  the 
Penryn  electors.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
of  the  necessity  of  interfering  to  put  a 
check  to  these  disgraceful  practices  with 
respect  to  the  borough  of  Penryn.  It  was 
impossible  not  to  come  to  such  a  conclu- 
sion, if  the  House  would  pay  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  evidence  taken  betore  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  the  last  election, 
from  parts  of  which  he  had  just  read  ex- 
tracts.— He  should  now  state  the  mildest 
plan  which  he  could  suggest  to  remedy  so 
great  an  evil.  He  proposed  to  limit  the 
right  of  voting  in  the  borough  of  Penryn 
to  the  actual  possessors  of  land  within  the 
borpugh ;  ana  then  he  proposed,  that  the 
elective  franchise  should  be  extended  to 
the  two  hundreds  in  the  immediate  neieh- 


bourhood  of  Penryn.  He  wae  weO  awara 
that  in  endeavouring  to  cany  this  proposal 
into  effect  he  would  be  met  by  tiie  most 
decided  opposition  by  those  whose  interest 
it  was,  to  uphold  the  present  system.  Upon 
inquiry,  however,  he  had  ascertained,  that 
the  actual  number  of  freeholders  in  the 
borough  amounted  to  no  more  than  eighty- 
five.  Now,  if  to  these  eighty-five  vote» 
were  added  one  thousand  five  hundr^ 
from  the  neighbouring  hundreds,  the  o^ect 
of  the  friends  of  reform  would  be  accom* 
plished,  and  the  abuses  which  he  had  that 
night  exposed  would  exist  no  longer.  In 
thes^two  hundreds  there  were  two  U>roag^ 
represented  already,  and  two  towns,  namelr 
Penzance  and  Falmouth,  neither  of  whidn 
was  represented.  It  might,  perhaps,  be 
desirable  to  transfer  the  elective  franchise 
to  either  of  these  towns,  or  perhaps,  ac- 
cording to  the  wish  of  the  noble  lord  (John 
Russell),  it  would  be  desirable  to  transfer 
the  elective  franchise  to  some  place  alto- 
gether unconnected  with  the  borough  of 
Penryn.  He  was  aware  that  the  town  of 
Leeds  was  mentioned  as  a  fit  place  to  which 
to  transfer  the  elective  franchise  of  Penryn^ 
in  case  the  House  should  agree  to  ais- 
franchise  tiiat  borough.  He  was  told, 
however,  that  the  proposal  was  not  well 
received  by  the  inhabitants  of  Leeds,  and 
that  in  fact  they  were  averse  to  such  a 
measure.  He  was  induced,  however,  to 
beUeve,  according  to  the  prcmosal  of  the 
noble  lord,  that  the  transfer  of  the  elective 
franchise  of  Penryn  might  with  advantage 
be  made  to  the  town  of  Manchester.  There 
was,  however,  a  strong  division  of  opinion^ 
as  to  the  terms  on  which  it  would  be  ac- 
cepted. That  division  arose  from  the 
difference  in  the  amount  of  rate  on  which 
some  parties  wished  the  franchise  to  de- 
pend. But,  whatever  difference  might 
exist  on  that  point,  he  thought  that,  after 
the  experience  thev  had  had  of  the  transfer 
of  the  franchise  m  another  instance,  it 
would  be  a  better  course  to  extend  it  to 
the  next  district  rather  than  transfer  iL 
With  this  view  he  would  submit  certain 
resolutions,  which  should  serve  as  the  basis 
of  a  bill  for  the  more  effectually  preventing 
bribery  and  corruption  in  Penryn.  He 
would  not,  however,  let  the  matter  rest 
with  the  bill,  but  would  follow  up  the 
preopdents  which  he  found  on  the  Journals ; 
and  would  move,  that  the  Attomey-^neral 
be  directed  to  prosecnte  certain  inoividnalSy 
against  whom  cases  of  bribery  had  been 
made  out  before  the  committee.    He  fell 
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it  hit  duty  lo  adopt  this  course,  asd  having 
taken  the  subject  up  ia  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duty,  he  would  not  be  easily 
diiffn  from  it  He  would  propose  what 
appeared  to  hin^  to  be  an  effectual  remedy ; 
but  if  the  House,  acting  on  the  suggestion 
of  the  noble  lord,  should  agree  to  transfer 
the  elective  franchise  to  some  large  town, 
he  of  course  would  submit,  but  the  con- 
sequence must  rest  with  those  who  sup- 
ported that  view  of  the  case.  The  hon. 
member  concluded  by  moving — 1,  "That 
it  appears  to  this  House,  that  the  most 
notorious  briberv  and  corruption  were 
practised  at  the  last  election  of  members 
to  serve  19  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Peniynii^d  that  such  practices  were  not 
new  or  casual  in  that  borough,  the  atten- 
tion of  ibe  House  having  been  called  to 
aimilac  practices  in  the  jaar  1807  and  m 
the  year  1819.— 2..  That  the  said  bribery 
and  corru|ptioQ  deserved  the  most  serious 
consideration  of  parliament. — 3.  That  leave 
be  given  to  brin^  in  a  bUl  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption in  that  borough ;  and  4.  That  the 
Attorney-general  be  directed  to  prosecute 
John  Stanbttiy,  and  otheis,  against  whom 
cases  of  bribery  had  been  made  out" 

Sir  C.  Bwrrell  rose  to  second  the  reso- 
lutions. The  House,  he  observed,  was 
bound,  when  a  clear  case  of  bribery  was 
made  out,  to  take  the  most  effectual 
method  for  its  prevention  in  future.  In 
the  present  instance,  a  case  had,  he  con- 
ceived, been  made  out,  on  which  the 
House  were  bound  to  act.  This  was  their 
duty  in  the  first  instance.  The  second 
Question ;  namely,  to  whom  the  franchise 
snould  be  transferred  or  extended,  was  not 
of  so  much  importance.  He  did  not  see 
any  objection  to  the  plan  of  his  hon.  friend 
in  this  respect ;  for  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  preventing  future  attempts  at  bribery, 
by  extending  the  franchise  amongst  one 
thousand  five  hundred  or  two  thousand 
electors.  But  though  this  was  not  objec- 
tionable in  itself,  still  he  thought  it  a 
comparatively  better  mode  to  eive  the 
fianchise  to  some  large  town  which  was 
not  at  present  represented.  They  had  seen 
the  inconvenience  of  transferring  the  ehsc- 
tave  franchise  to  a  larf;e  county  such  as 
Toik.  At  the  last  election,  one  gentleman, 
who  was  decidedly  a  favourite  with  the 
peq[iley  withdrew  lumself  from  the  canvass, 
wcaose  a  contest  would  have  the  effect  of 
ntining  his  fortune;  and,  on  one  occa- 
>iony  it  had  cost  the  returned  candidates 


100,000/.  each.  This  transfer,  then,  was 
of  no  advantage  to  the  county.  It  did 
not  enable  them  to  have  a  man  whom  they 
would  choose;  for  it  could  be  contested 
only  by  men  of  large  capital,  without  re- 
ference to  whether  dbey  were  men  of  large 
or  small  capacity.  He  did  not  mean  to 
find  any  fault,  m  this  respect,  with  the 
present  members  for  that  county ;  but  the 
fact  was,  that  the  system  gave  the  pre- 
ponderance in  elections  to  men  of  large 
capital,  without  any  reference  whatever  to 
their  talent  or  fitness  for  the  situation. 

Mr.  DoMid  Barclay  said,  that  as  this 
was  the  first  time  he  had  had  the  honour 
of  addressmg  that  House,  he  claimed  their 
indulgence  while  he  offered  a  few  remarks 
on  the  motion  before  them.  In  the  outset 
he  would  olMcrve,  that  he  was  not  opjposed 
to  the  principle  of  the  House  interfering 
to  punish  cases  of  bribery,  where  they  were 
satisfactorily  made  out ;  but  he  could  OQt 
assent  to  the  sweeping  proposition,  that 
because  bribery  had  been  established  in 
the  case  of  the  few,  its  punishment  should 
be  extended  to  the  many.  An  hon.  mem- 
ber had  stated,  that  one  candidate  had 
withdrawn  at  the  last  election  for  Penryn, 
being  unwiline  to  sanction  the  practices 
of  bribery  and  corruption,  by  which  only 
success  could  be  ensured ;  and  the  infer* 
ence  sought  to  be  drawn  from  that  was, 
that  the  two  candidates  who  were  returned 
had  sanctioned  those  practices.  For  him- 
self, as  one  of  those  members,  he  must 
beg  most  positively  to  deny  the  justice  of 
such  inference.  He  had  canvassed  and 
been  returned;  but  he  declared  most 
solemnly — and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
give  credit  to  the  declaration — that  he 
had  not  directly  or  indirectly  given  any 
bribe,  or  held  out  any  promise  of  a  bribe  at 
any  future  period.  The  grounds  on  which 
Mr.  GrenfeU  had  retired  from  the  contest 
were,  that  he  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  independent  electors  of  the  borough, 
and  had  ceased  to  be  popular  amongst 
them.  It  was,  therefore,  unfair  to  assume 
bribery  on  the  part  of  the  other  candidates 
from  the  fact  that  one  had  retired.  He 
trusted,  then,  that  on  such  grounds  the 
House  would  not  consent  to  deprive  five 
hundred  electors  of  those  righti  which 
their  ancestors  had  held  for  centuries. 
€uch  a  course  was  called  for,  or  justifiable 
only  in  cases  of  notorious  corruption,  which 
did  not  exist  in  the  instance  before  the 
House.  The  charges  brought  by  the  hon. 
member  were,  he  contended,  too  general 
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And  indistinct  to  warrant  the  resolutions 
which  he  had  moved.  They  had  heard  of 
bribes  to  the  amount  of  1,300/.  being 
given  in  one  instance,  and  of  275/.  in  the 
dther ;  but  they  had  not  been  told  of  the 
great  number  of  electors  who,  it  was 
alleged,  had  disgraced  themselves  by  a 
bril^.  This  sum  of  1,300/.  rested  on  the 
evidence  of  a  man  named  Pitt,  who,  in  the 
course  of  his  examination,  admitted  that 
he  himself  had  been  guilty  of  the  grossest 
profligacy,  and  to  so  great  an  extent,  that 
the  general  opinion  of  the  conunittee  was, 
that  there  was  no  foundation  whatever  for 
the  charge  of  the  division  of  1 ,300/.  among 
the  electors.  Then  as  to  the  sum  of  275/., 
it  rested  on  no  better  authority ;  as  there 
were  most  respectable  individuals  who 
were  ready  to  prove,  that  theJtacties  who 
5>oke  to^iat^ii^ttiflBtance  were perjuredT 
But^ypp^e  that  could  not  be  done,  and  that 
.ihe  fact  of  the  275/.  could  not  be  denied, 
what  did  it  prove  against  the  great  mass 
of  the  electors  ?  Was  it  shown  how  it 
was  divided,  or  that  it  went  amongst  the 
whole,  or  only  amongst  a  few  ?  Nothing 
of  this  kind  was  attempted  to  be  shown. 
The  sum  of  275/.  would,  at  10/.  a-head, 
afford  a  bribe  to  twenty-seven  electors  and 
a  half;  and  now,  admitting  for  an  instant, 
for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  that 
number  of  persons  had  been  bribed,  was 
that  a  fair  cause  for  disfranchising  five 
hundred  electors? — Let  the  House  look  at 
the  cases  in  which  parliament  had,  on 
former  occasions  proceeded  to  disfranchise 
boroughs,  and  they  would  see  that,  in  the 
last  four,  and  most  important,  instances, 
there  was  not  one  in  which  the  circum- 
stances bore  any  analogy  to  those  of 
Penryn.  The  cases  of  Aylesbury,  Cricklade, 
Shoreham,  and  Qrampound,were  allof  them 
cases  of  gross  bribery.  In  the  Aylesbury 
case  it  was  proved,  that  the  electors  met  the 
candidates  ;  that  there  was  a  bowl  of  punch 
at  one  end  of  the  table  and  a  bowl  of 
gumeas  at  the  other,  and  die  electors 
received  their  punch  and  their  gold  at  the 
same  time.  Of  the  three  hundred  electors 
in  the  borough  it  was  proved  that  two 
hundred  had  been  thus  bribed.  In  the 
borough  of  Cricklade,  it  was  proved  that 
more  than  half  the  electors  had  been 
bribed.  The  case  of  Shoreham  was  still 
stion|;er.  There  a  society  was  formed 
called  the  ^  Christian  Society,"  to  which 
electors  only  were  admitteil.  It  was 
assembled  by  the  hoisting  of  a  flag.  When 
they  met,  their  proceedings  were  secret. 
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Each  man  was  sworn  to  secrecy,  tnd' 
entered  into  a  bond  of  500/.  to  preserre 
the  laws  of  the  Society.  The  attkim  of 
the  electors  were  managed  by  a  committee, 
which  was  authorized  to  make  the  best 
bargain  they  could  with  the  candidates. 
Here  was  a  case  where  the  disfranchisement 
of  the  borough  was  called  for;  but  was 
there,  he  would  ask,  any  analogy  between 
the  case  of  Penryn  and  this  or  any  of  the 
others  he  had  mentioned  ?  But  for  such 
practices,  corrupt  as  they  were,  Shoreham 
was  not  disfranchised.  The  only  change 
was,  the  extension  of  the  franchise  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  rape  of  Bram- 
ber.  In  the  case  of  Grampou^  'liwty- 
seven,  out  of  sixty  or  seventjiplectors 
were  proved  to  have  been  bribed*  Some 
of  them  took  bribes  of  35/.,  some  of 
53r.T  one  of  14ft/.;  and  the  may6r  -feot 
306/.  Besides  this,  a  paper  was  pnAiuced 
to  the  committee,  which  wiaru  kmifof  bill 
of  parcels  of  the  borough.  In  that  hiU, 
the  members  were  debited  for  8,400/., 
the  price  of  the  two  seats,  and  credit 
given  them  for  half  that  sum  which  had 
been  received.  Forthb,  Grampound  was 
disfranchised;  but  had  he  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  parliament  on  that  oc- 
casion, he  would  have  objected  to  the 
disfranchisement,  though  he  would  not 
have  opposed  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise to  the  neighbouring  hundred. — ^The 
House  ought  to  be  cautious  how  they 
interfered  to  remove  the  franchise  from 
independent  boroughs  [hear,  and  a  laugh.] 
By  independent  boroughs  he  meant  those 
in  which  noblemen  and  gentlemen  did  not 
actually  appoint  the  members ;  which  was 
well  known  to  be  the  fact  in  several  in- 
stances [hear,  hear.]  In  defending  a  place 
so  notorious  as  Penryn,  he  wished  to  state 
his  own  opinions,  lest  it  should  be  thought 
that  he  was  the  advocate  of  the  practices 
which  were  said  to  exist.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  give  him  credit  for  what  he 
had  said — ^that  he  was  perfectly  innocent 
of  any  attempt  at  bribery.  If  be  had  been 
guilty,  why  was  he  not  included  in  the 
petition  ?  The  borough  of  Penryn,  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  was  par- 
ticularly unfortunate.  It  had  fallen  more 
than  once  under  the  notice  of  the  House ; 
and  by  this  misfortune  had  acquired  a 
notoriety  which  it  would  be  impossible  for' 
him  to  dissipate  by  any  thing  that  he  could 
offer.  But,  he  must  say,  that  there  were 
many  boroughs  more  corrupt  than  Penr3rn. 
If,  however,  the  hon.  mover  was  ta  be- 
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bdievcd)  it  was  one  mass  of  coiruptioD/ 
liiKi  like  -the  dty  mentioned  in  sacred 
history,  ten  good  men  could  not  be  found 
in  it.  There  were,  howeTer,  in  that 
bdirough,  men  as  honourable,  and  as  much 
opposed  to  bribery,  as  any  which  could 
be  found  in  any  borough  in  England. 
There  were  a  most  respectable  resident 
magistracy,  as  incapable  of  receiving  bribes 
n  any  member  of  that  House.  The  su- 
perior classes  consisted  of  officers  of  the 
ttavy,  who  were  above  taking  any  pecuniary 
bribes ;  and,  if  the  representation  were  in 
^e  opposition,  it  was  obvious  that  he 
eouJd  not  inAuence  them  by  the  gov^n- 
ment  patronage.  To  these  were  joined 
many  retired  merchants,  •  of  wealw  and 
Hfespectability.  The  second  class  consisted 
of  a  rank  of  shopkeepers  who  would 
think  it  an  insult  to  oflfer  them  a  bribe. 
There  was  another  class  of  persons  in  the 
borough,  who  were  very  numerous.  He 
alluded  to  the  labouring  poor.  This  was 
the  class  upon  which  those  who  wished  to 
corrupt  could  practise  their  contrivances. 
But,  why  should  the  House  vent  their  in- 
dignation, or  confine  their  punishment,  to 
the  poor,  who  accepted  the  offers  of 
rich  candidates  or  members?  For  his 
part,  he  thought  the  corrupters  by  far  more 
to  be  reprehended  than  those  whom  they 
corrupted.  They  were  by  far  more  deeply 
imbued  in  guilt — ^they  had  less  to  plead  in 
excuse — ^their  offence  was  of  more  fatal 
consequences  to  the  country ;  and  yet  they 
revelled  in  impunity,  and  triumphed  in 
their  practices.  Of  the  lower  classes,  many 
were  in  a  state  of  great  poverty.  Irresist- 
ible temptations  were  offered  to  them  ;  and 
was  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  some  had 
Idlen?  Although  he  acknowledged  this 
laet,  he  maintained,  that  those  who  had 
accepted  bribes  were  not  in  such  a  pro- 
portion to  the  general  bod^  of  the  electors, 
as  to  justify  the  House  m  depriving  the 
whole  borough  of  its  privileges.  Even 
in  the  lower  classes,  to  which  he  imme- 
diately alluded,  there  were  examples  of  in- 
tegrity, of  fidelity  to  promises,  and  of  pub- 
lic pnnciple,  which  did  honour  to  human 
nature.  Large  sums  had  been  offered  to 
a  poor  shipwright  for  the  vote  which  he 
had  promised,  to  another  candidate.  This 
man  had  answered,  '*  You  may  chop  my 
head  off  upon  that  block,  but  1  will  never 
forfeit  my  word."  He  must  say,  then,  that 
the*  electors  of  Penryn  had  been  gprossly 
calumniated  in  the  speech  which  had  been 
JMldressed  to  the  House  that  evening.    He 


was  convinced  thiat  those  electors  were  not 
less  virtuous  than  the  electors  of  other' 
boroughs  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
He  had  sat  on  one  dection  committee — 
the  East  Retford — and  that  committee  was 
made  sensible  of  the  fact,  that  corruption 
existed  there  to  a  very  great  extent.  It 
appeared  £rpm  the  evidence,  that  the  prac** 
tice  of  receiving  bribes  in  that  borougn  was 
notorious.  Therefore,  he  contended,  that 
the  borough  of  East  Retford  was  a  thou- 
sand times  more  deserving  of  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  House,  than  that  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent.  It  seemed 
to  him,  that- no  case  whatever  had  been 
made  out,  which  called  on  the  House  to 
disfranchise  the  borough  of  Penryn ;  and 
therefore  the.  proposition  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Leicester  could  not,  with  justice,  be 
carried  into  eflfect.  The  intention  of  a 
noble  lord  (J.  Russell),  and  of  which  he 
had  given  notice  some  time  ago,  was  not 
only  to  recommend  the  disfranchisement 
of  Fenryn,  as  was  proposed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Leicester,  but  to  transfer  the 
elective  franchise  to  some  laxgetowninthe 
north  of  England.  This  experiment  had 
already  been  tried  with  respect  to  one  laige 
district,  and  the  effect  had  been  any  thing 
but  advantageous.  He  did  not  mean  to 
touch  on  the  delicate  subject  of  parlia- 
mentary reform ;  but  he  certainly  would 
view,  with  great  jealousy,  the  interference 
of  that  House  with  the  privileges  of  those 
boroughs  which  were  open,  or  independent. 
He  alluded  to  boroughs  where  the  people 
voted  as  they  pleased,  and  were  not  under 
the  influence  of  the  aristocracy.  Of  the 
six  hundred  and  fifty  eight  members  of 
which  that  House  was  composed,  only  one 
hundred  and  seventy-one  were  returned  for 
boroughs  by  the  people;  and  the  House 
ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  in  trans- 
ferring to  other  places,  the  privileges  of 
any  part  of  that  body  by  whom  those  one 
hunored  and  seventy-one  members  were 
now  elected.  At  all  events,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  induced  to  foUow  the 
plan  of  the  noble  lord  to  transfer  the  right 
of  voting  altogether,  from  Pemyp  to  some 
distant  part  of  the  country.  This  was  due 
to  his  constituents,  who  were  not  that 
profligate  and  corrupt  body  of  men  they 
had  l^n  represented  to  be.  Most  of  them 
were  individuals  of  very  great  respect- 
ability ;  and  if  any  corruption  prevailed,  it 
must  be  amongst  a  very  small  number  of 
persons,  of  the  lowest  and  most  miserable 
description^ 


Ml      HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 

Iiord  MtUm  confessed,  that  the  m>- 
poftitioa  which  the  hoB.  member  for  Lei- 
cester had  made  to  the  House,  involved  a 
question  of  considerable  difficulty.  The 
hoiu  gentleman  who  had  inst  concluded 
had  nrade  out  a  very  considerable  case,  in 
answer  to  that  which  was  brought  against 
the  Borough.  At  the  same  time,  he  would 
not  say  that  the  charges  against  Penryn 
did  not  deserve  a  further  investigation. 
Pediaps,  the  best  mode  of  investigation 
might  be  in  the  committee  upon  the  bill 
moved  by  the  hon.  member  for  Leicester- 
shiiew  He,  however,  was  inclined  to  vote 
for  proceedings  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 
Wita  reference  to  the  question  of  Farlia*- 
mentary  refcnm,  it  did  appear  to  him,  that 
one  of  the  most  valuable  parts  of  the  con- 
atitution  of  that  House  was,  the  great 
variety  of  persons  who  were  intrusted  with 
the  elective  franchise.  In  any  bills  for  the 
disfranchisement  of  boroughs,  great  atten- 
tiou  ought  to  be  paid,  not  to  disturb  the 
balance  which  had  hitherto  existed  between 
the  diffisrent  classes  of  constituents.  Half 
a  century  ago,  the  case  of  Shoreham  had 
been  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
parliament;  and  at  that  time,  when  reforms 
were  new,  nothing  was  more  natural,  no- 
thing more  easy,  than  to  extend  the  elec- 
tive franchise  to  freeholders  in  the  vicinity. 
What  had  been  done  in  the  cases  of  Shore- 
ham,  Cricklade,  and  Aylesbury,  might  not 
go  far  to  disturb  the  balance  which  he 
wished  to  see  maintained  in  the  represen- 
tation. But  if,  in  every  instance  that  oc- 
curred, the  House  was  to  follow  the  same 
plan,  it  would  make  a  great  inroad  into 
that  relation  of  the  different  classes  of  re- 
presentatives that  had  been  established, 
in  this  point,  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
hon.  member  who  had  last  spoken.,  In  all 
reforms,  it  was  necessary  not  to  transfer 
any  portion  of  the  elective  franchise  from 
the  middle  to  the  higher  classes.  It  was 
riso  necessary  not  to  destroy  the  propor- 
tion between  the  commercial  and  the 
landed  electors.  If,  ultimately,  a  sufficient 
ease  were  made  out  against  Penryn,  he 
would  vote  for  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Leicestershire ;  neverthe- 
less, of  all  plans  for  the  improvement  of 
the  representation,  it  was  almost  the  last 
he  diould  wish  to  follow.  He  had  before 
olgecte^y  and  he  still  objected,  to  giving 
to  the  Gonnty  of  York  the  forfeited 
franchise  of  Grampound ;  because  he  did 
not  think  it  right  that  tfau&t  county  should 
eidttsively  possess  a  dooble  chim  to  ra* 


presentation  bewid  the  other,  counties. 
If  he  rightly  undostood  the  hon.  member 
for  Leioeatecshire,  his  object  was  to  deprive. 
the  inhabitants  of  Penryn,  who  paid  scot 
and  lot,  of  their  elective  franchise,  and  to 
extcQd  it  to  the  two  neighbouring  hun- 
dreds. Now,  if  it  was  at  all  desirable  to 
increase  the  basis  of  representation  in  that 
House,  bethought  that  noworae  course, 
than  that  at  present  proposed  ooukl  be 
adopted ;  indeed,  he  thought  it  would  have 
precisely  the  contrary  effect.  The  course 
now  proposed  to  be  adopted  would  disfran- 
chise Penryn,  and  extend  to  certain  other 
parties  a  right  of  voting^,  in  addition  to. 
that  which  they  alr^dy  possessed  as 
county  electors.  Of  all  the  reforms  of 
which  he  had  ever  heard,  this  appeared  ta 
him  to  be  the  worst.  If  tfaer  should  de- 
termine to  deprive  Penryn  of  the  elective 
franchise,  were  there  not,  he  asked,  <^er 
and  better  modes  of  transferring  it?  If 
they  should .  decide  to  disfranchise  that 
borough,  what,  he  would  ask,  had  the  two 
adjoining  hundreds  to  do  with  it ;  or  what 
claim  hi^  they  anymore  than  Manchester 
or  Birmingham,  or  any  other  great  town  ?. 
The  noble  lord,  afler  alluding  to  what  had 
taken  place  with  respect  to  the  borough  of 
Helstone,  which  had  been  disfranchised 
because  of  corrupt  practices,  went  on  to 
state,  that,  in  his  view  of  the  question,  the 
right  of  voting,  if  taken  from  Penryn,. 
ought  to  be  vested  in  some  large  bodies  of 
men  to  be  found  in  that  district*  This,  he 
said,  upon  the  ground  of  the  old  rights  and 
acts  of  the  constitution,  to  which  he  wished 
as  far  as  possible  to  adhere.  If  it  should 
be  found  that  corruption  had  been  so 
general  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  folbw 
this  course,  then  he  hoped  the  elective 
franchise  would  be  transferred  to  some 
large,  wealthy,  and  populous,  place,  not  at 
present  represented. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  said,  he  felt 
the  same  objection  as  the  noble  lord  to 
giring  additional  votes  to  men  who  already 
enjoyed  the  elective  franchise,  while  large 
bodies  of  men  were  without  that  privilege* 
When  the  corruption  in  the  borou^  of 
Grampound  was  proved,  he  had  thought 
that  the  right  of  election  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  Leeds,  Manchester,  or  Birming- 
ham, rather  than  to  the  county  of  York. 
In  conformity  with  that  feeling,  he  hoped 
that  on  the  present  occasion,  the  elective 
franchise  would  not  be  transferred  to  places 
which  now  possessed  that  privilege,  but  to 
places  situated  like  those  to.whidi  he  hil 
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tlladed.  He  begged  leave  to  msk,  whether 
this  was  not  a  fit  and  proper  time  for 
making  an  experiment  of  this  nature  ?  He 
knew  not  how  they  could  aacertatn*  the 
manner  in  which  such  a  plan  was  likely  to 
operate,  unless  the  expenment  were  fairly 
tried.  It  had  been  said,  that  corruption 
would  flourish  in  those  great  towns.  He, 
howcTer,  was  of  a  contrary  opinion.  All 
experience  proved,  tfaatoomiption  flonrish- 
ed  moat  in  those  little  boroughs.  Some 
hon.  members  asked  for  proofs,  when  it  was 
weU  known  that  boroughs  had  their  books 
and  their  agents,  and  uat  the  price'of  ad-^ 
mission  to  any  candidate,  no  matter  whom, 
was  regulated  by  circumstances.  If  the 
number  of  voters  were  few,  then  the  price 
was  high  ;  if  the  number  of  voters  were 
many,  then  the  price  was  low.  Tliere 
were  the  regular  aooonnts  of  the  buyers  and 
the  sellers  in  themaricet;  and  the  bargains 
were  made  in  the  usual  way  of  business. 
The  thing  was  notorious.  He  himself 
knew  a  borough-agent,  who  often  had 
fifteen  or  twenty  candidates  for  boroughs, 
or  their  agents,  at  his  taUe.  There  was 
one  person  in  the  city,  who  must  be  well 
known  to  the  leading  members  of  that 
House-^be  meant  Mr.  Oldfield — ^who  fre* 
qnently  entertained  more  than  twenty 
attorneys,  each  of  whom  introduced  some 
stranger  for  the  representation  of  a  borough 
in  Cornwall.  Tne  prices  varied  from 
3,000/.  to  5,000/.  for  a  seat ;  and  even  the 
price  of  a  seat  for  a  session  was  regularly 
fixed.  During  the  war  the  price  of  a  seat 
was  from  4,000/.  to  5,000/.;  but,  since 
the  peace,  that  price  had  rather  declined. 
It  was  radier  an  extraordinary  thing,  when 
it  was  known  that  money  was  given,  that 
nobody  could  be  pointed  out  as  the  person 
who  gave  it  This  reminded  him  of  a  cir- 
cumstance which  had  not  very  lone  since 
occurred.  A  general  ofiicer  had  been 
robbed,  and  after  a  little  time  the  robber 
was  taken  up,  tried,  and  convicted.  He 
was  asked,  ifliehad  committed  the  robbery : 
he  replied  that  he  had :  he  was  asked  if 
he  had  any  accomplices,  he  said  he  had  ; 
he  was  asked  to  name  them,  but  he 
declined,  and  said  to  his  former  master, 
**  Sir,  you  are  a  man  of  honour,  and  would 
scorn  to  betray  a  friend.  I,  too,amaman 
of  honour;  and  if  my  life  could  be  saved 
by  the  disclosure  you  wish  me  to  make,  I 
should  still  persist  in  refosmg  to  make  it." 
Now,  this  was  precihely  the  case  with 
ttcpect  to  the  borough-agents  and  borough* 
^wers :  they  man^ped  tlMurbuiiiieis  upon 


'^^  honoQiable  **  principles,  nA  often  left  to 
a  future  day  the  payment  of  the  acoount. 
This  corruption  was  always  found  to  exist 
in  small  boroughs.  For  himself,  he  wae 
sent  to  that  House  by  four  thousand  five 
hundred  electoia  of  the  city  of  London, 
without  one  single  forthing  expois^  and 
he  had  even  received  from  those  who  re* 
turned  him  a  sum  of  two  shillings,  to  pay 
his  expenses  upon  tdcing  the  oe&s  and  hia 
seat.  He  mentioned  this  fact  with  a  view 
to  shew,  that  the  greater  the  number  of 
electors,  the  greater  was  likriy  to  be  the 
puri^  of  election.  He  thought  that,  if  the 
elective  franchise  was  to  be  taken  from  a 
borough  because  of  corruption,  it  ought  to 
be  extended  to  large  tmdmg  and  commer- 
cial towns,  instead  of  l^mg  given  to 
comities  already  represented.  It  had  been 
said,  in  that  House,  as  well  as  in  other' 
quarters,  that  the  lower  orders  had  no  dis- 
crimination— ^that  they  possessed  no  in- 
terest ;  for  himself  he  would  say,  that  they 
possessed  'interest  and  discriminatfon 
enough  to  guide  them  in  tiie  dioice  of  men 
of  honour  and  independent  spirit  to  re- 
present them  in  parliament.  He  would 
rather  allow  things  to  remaiaas  they  were, 
than  adopt  the  course  proposed  by  the 
hon.  member.  He  thought  the  elective 
franchise  ought,  in  this  instance,  to  be 
extended  either  to  Manchester,  Leeds,  or 
Bhrmingfaam;  and,  if  no  other  hon.  member 
rose  for  the  purpose,  he  should  propose  that 
it  be  extended  to  Manchester. 

Lord  John  RuaeU  said,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  trouble  the  House  at  any 
length  in  expressing  his  opinions  upon  the 
question  under  discussion.  He  agreed 
almost  entirely  with  his  noble  friend  upon 
the  subject.  But  he  felt,  after  the  reports 
of  1807,  1819,  and  of  last  year,  to  which 
he  would  add  Uie  present  report,  that  there 
was  sufficient  evidence  upon  which  to 
bring  in  the  bill  proposea  by  the  hon. 
member;  and  when  that  bill  went  into  a 
committee  it  would  be  proper  to  inquire 
whether  die  electors  of  Pen^  had  been 
partially  or  generally  corrupt,  and  to  de- 
cide upon  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken 
for  the  prevention  or  punishment  of  sudi 
practices.  An  hon.  member  (Bfrs  D. 
Barclay)  had  distinctly  stated,  that  he  had 
not,  by  himself,  or  nis  agents,  oflered  a 
bribe  in  the  borough.  That  hon.  member 
should  recollect,  that  the  charge  was  not 
against  him,  but  against  the  other  member 
QSx,  Manning),  who  had  not  thought 
proper  to  fov«ar  the  House  with  a  mgi» 
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observation  apon  the  subject  As  far  as 
bis  own  opinions  were  concerned,  he  con- 
fessed that  he  should  like  to  reject  the 
remedy  proposed,  and  at  once  transfer  the 
elective  franchise  to  Manchester.  He  had 
made  inquiries  in  Manchester  upon  this 
subject,  and  he  found  that  the  inhabitants 
c<»£urred  in  a  general  wish  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  parliament.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  opinion,  however,  he  was  anxious 
that  the  hon.  member  should  bring  in  his 
bill ;  and,  if  an  alteration  was  found  ne- 
cessary, to  give  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee to  that  effect  He  would  just  refer 
t9  the  Grampound  case.  The  transfer  of 
the  elective  franchise,  in  that  case,  to 
York  was  at  the  instance  of  lord  Liverpool. 
When  the  bill  was  introduced  into  this 
House,  it  was  proposed  to  transfer  it  not 
to  York,  but  to  Leieds ;  and  it  might  be 
remembeied  that  on  a  proposal  to  give  it 
to  Yozk,  the  motion  was  reacted  by  a 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
to  sixty,  after  an  able  speech  of  a  noble 
friend  of  his,  who  now  filled  the  post  of 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  The 
hon.  member  proposed  to  transfer  the 
right  of  voting  from  the  electors  of  Penryn 
in  this  manner — of  four-hundred  or  five- 
hundred  electors,  he  left  only  eighty ;  but 
he  had  no  evidence  to  show  that  those 
eighty  were  pure  men,  and  that  all  the 
three  hundred  or  four  hundred  were  cor- 
rupt The  hon.  member  assumed  thb 
arbitrarily.  With  respect  to  the  plan  of 
the  hon.  member,  if  no  great  trading  place 
oottld  be  found  in  the  country  which  was 
not  represented,  it  might  be  very  proper  to 
give  to  Penryn  the  double  elective  franchise 
proposed ;  but  this  was  not  the  fact  Since 
the  year  17^0,  great  towns  had  sprung  up, 
and  presented  the  means  of  a  remedy  for 
the  evil. 

Mr.  Manning  said,  that  after  the  per- 
sonal allusion  which  had  been  made  to  him, 
be  could  not  avoid  throwing  himself  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  he  said 
a  few  words  in  defence  of  his  conduct.  He 
might,  and,  probably,  should  have  re- 
mained silent,  but  for  the  observations  of 
the  noble  lord.  He  could  assure  that 
nobl^  lord  and  the  House,  that  his  silence 
had  not  proceeded  firom  any  desire  to 
Imp  from  the  knowledge  of  the  House  any 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction. 
His  hon.  colleague,  who  had  already 
spoken,  had  decbmd  that  he  had,  neither 
by  himself  nor  his  agents,  been  guilty  of 
l|ribery  to  tl«  eledprs.    Ha  also  <)0uld 
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make  exactly  the  same  ataitement'.  He 
should  hardly  have  thought  that  state- 
ment necessary,  after  &e  Resolutions 
which  the  committee  upon  the  Penryn 
election  had  passed.  He  begged  now  to 
refer  the  House  to  one  of  those  resolutions, 
in  which  the  committee  had  declared,  that 
it  did  not  appear  to  them  that  Mr.  Man- 
ning had  been  at  all  concerned  in  such 
bribery  and  corruption.  With  such  a- 
testimony  in  his  favour,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  sit  still  after  the  persoiml  allu- 
sioo  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the* 
noble  lord.  He  begged  now  to  say  a- 
word  or  two  upon  the  subject  itself.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  proposition  for  dis- 
franchising the  borough,  and  bore  tes- 
timony to  the  high  character  which  some- 
of  the  electors  maintained.  There  were,- 
periiaps,  five  or  six  hundred  voters,  and 
many  of  them  were  persons  who  had  re- 
tired from  the  army  and  navy,  and  who 
were  above  the  charge  of  bemg  bribed. 
He  thought  the  evidence  on  which  the 
present  proposition  was  founded  was  very 
unsatisfactory;  and  that  no  ulterior  measure* 
ought  to  be  adopted  upon  it.  As  a  proof 
of  it^  he  referred  to  the  evidence  of  the 
cook-maid,  who  had  been  examined  upon 
the  question  of  bribery,  and  who,  though 
one  of  the  witnesses  upon  whose  testimony 
the  charge  was  supported,  had  not  been 
able  to  say  whether  the  bribe  was  paid  in 
notes  or  in  sovereigns,  or  wh^t  was  its 
amount.  Upon  such  evidence  as  that,  he 
thought  the  House  could  place  very  little, 
if  any,  reliance. 

Colonel  Davies  said,  that  he  was  happy 
to  have  heard  from  the  hon.  member,  the 
decision  of  the  committee,  as  he  had  him- 
self the  greatest  respect  for  that  hon.* 
member.  Still,  however,  he  could  not 
avoid  believing,  that  though  that  hon. 
member  might  be  free  from  the  imputation 
of  having  offered  bribes,  yet  tnat  the 
place  itself  was  the  most  corrupt  that  could 
be  imagined.  He  should  support  the 
transfer  of  the  franchise  from  renryn  to 
Manchester ;  but  he  trusted  that  when  the 
transfer  was  made,  care  would  be  taken  to 
put  it  into  good  hands  there.  He  believed 
that  corruption  existed  in  all  places,  popu-^ 
lousor  not;  and  that  the  only  difference 
was,  that  in  a  close  bordugh  the  voter  re- 
ceived twenty  guineas  and  kept  his  word^ 
while  in  a  more  populous  place,  where  the 
franchise  was  ftuther  extended,  he  received 
a  smaller  sum  from  each  of  the 
and  deceive  th^m.  all  in  torn. 
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Mr*  ITyim  thought,  that  the  case  of  the 
.penrvn  election  particularly  required  fur- 
rier mvettigation,  before  any  decisive  steps 
'vere  taken  upon  the  nuitter.  He  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  coune  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  adopt.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
there  had  been  gross  and  notorious  cor- 
ruption in  the  borough ;  but  to  what  extent 
'that  corruption  existed  it  waa  impossible 
to  say.  He  could  not  determine,  upon 
the  evidence  already  before  the  House, 
whether  that  corruption  affected  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  yoters,  as  to  justify  the 
remedy  of  disfranchuement.  If  it  should 
ultimately  appear,  that  a  large  and  material 
part  of  the  voters  had  not  participated  in 
the  corruption,  it  would  be  grossly  unjust 
to  disfranchise  the  innocent  majority,  for 
the  act  of  the  guilty  minority.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  corruption  had  been 
•  universal,  or  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  voters  had  participated  in  it,  he  must 
say  that  disfranchisement  .was  the  best 
and  most  fitting  punishment  that  could 
•follow  thdr  offences.  At  all  events, let  the 
questions  he  had  now  stated  be  decided  as 
they  might,  he  was  opposed  to  granting 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  member  for  If  ices- 
tersbire  upon  the  evidence  now  before  the 
House.  If  the  borough  of  Penryn  should 
ultimately  be  disfranchised,  he  did  not  see 
any  strong  objection  to  transferring  it  to 
Manchester ;  but,  he  thought  that,.peiiiaps, 
the  best  course  would  be  to  let  those  who 
were  not  convicted  of  having  participated 
in  the  corruption  of  the  borough  retain  the 
votes  they  now  possessed.  At  present,  he 
did  not  tiiink  the  evidence  before  the  House 
would  justify  them  in  disfranchising  the 
borough ;  and  he  thought  the  best  mode 
of  ascertaining  who  were  the  persons  that 
had  been  guilty,  would  be  for  the  House 
to  direct  the  Attorney-general  to  prosecute 
those  who  now  appeared  to  be  inculpated, 
pending  mj  inquiry  the  House  might 
think  fit  to  institute,  with  a  view  to  any 
ulterior  measures.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man concluded  with  expressing  his  wish  for 
further  information  upon  the  subject. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  he  waa  in  favour  of 
the  transfer  of  the  elective  franchise  from 
.Penryn  to  Manchester,  and  was  happy  to 
find  that  the  proposal  to  give  representa- 
tives to  that  large  and  important  town 
was  well  received  by  the  inhabitants.  He 
read  a  letter  he  had  lately  received  from 
Manchester  upon  this,  subject,  in  which 
the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  that 
place  were  stated  to  be  in  favour  of  the 
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measuie;  and  the  only,  question  ^u^ 
seemed  to  be  anxious  upon  was,  as  to  the 
qualifications,  of  the  voters.  They  w»e 
particularly  desirous  of  obtaining  repre- 
sentatives for.  the  town,  and  they  adced 
from  his  lordship  further  information  upon 
the  subject ;  as  they  heard  that  Mr.  L^far 
Keck  intended  to  move  that  the  elective 
franchise  should  be  transferred  from  the 
hundred  of  Penryn.  He  certainly  must 
say,  that  he  did  not  think  the  report  now 
on  the  table  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
proposed  proceeding ;  although  he  could 
not  say,  that,  after  what  had  occurred 
on  previous  occasions,  it  was  possible  to 
believe  that  the  great  majority  of  the  in^ 
habitants  of  Penryn  were  pure.  The  pm^ 
sent  proposition  seemed  .merely  to  be,  to 
take  the  elective  franchise  from  those  who 
were  acknowledged  to  be  guilty,  and  to 
leave  it  still  in  the  possession  of  those  who 
might  be  guilty,  but  who  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  voting,  perhaps,  in  more  places 
than  one,  for  the  election  of  members* 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he 
fully  concurred  in  the  recommendation  of 
the  rig^t  hon.  ^tleman,  that  a  prosecu- 
tion should  be  mstituted  by  the  Attomey- 
goieral  against  some  of  the  voters,  for 
bribery  and  corruption.  He  wished  that, 
in  this  instance,  the  House  should  follow 
the  course  which  they  had  adopted  in  the 
case  of,  the  Orampound  election,  where 
the  House  had  first  decided  that. the 
borough  should  be  disfranchised,  before 
they  entered  into  the  discussion  to  which 
place  that  franchise  should  be  transferred. 
Mr.  Canning  said,  he  wished  to  ofier  a 
few  words  upon  this  subject,  and  to  state 
the  reasons  on  which  he  was  prepared  to 
accede  to  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  prevent  corruption  in  the 
borough  of  Penryn.  The  noble  lord  who 
had  just  spoken  was  mistaken,  if  he  sup- 
posed the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  transfer 
the  franchise  to  another  pbce;  for,  ac- 
cording .  to  the  words  of  it,  it  was  merdy 
to  prevent  bribery  and  corruption  at 
Penryn.  That  was  the  pomt  to  be  judged^ 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  enough  appeared 
on  the  face  of  the  report  now  before  the 
House,  to  justify  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  proposed.  But,  though  he  went 
thus  far,  he  could  not  say  that  enough 
had  appeared  to  justify  the  House  in  takmg 
any  ulterior  measures.  He  thought  that 
the  hon.  members  for  the  borough  ought 
to  be  ^owed,  before  any  final  decision 
was  .taken,  to  show  tiiat  they  had.  not 
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htm  c^Dgagiftd  in  the  work  of  bribery  and 
ooiTuptbii,  or  that  it  was  not  so  general 
aa  it  was  now  supposed.    He  thou^t  the 
House  oiigbt  not  only  to  bave  the  report 
irhich  was  now  befoie  them,  butooghtto 
iw  supplied  with  other  information,  before 
they  proceeded  further ;  and  he  certainly 
ahoula  require  additioneJ  information,  be- 
fore he  formed  any  decisive  opinion  on 
the  subject.    Witfiout  now  expressing  any 
c^nion  as  to  the  propriety  of  tiie  Uansftur 
or  the  franchise,  ne  should  observe,  that 
he  thought  it  improper  at  present  to  mix 
up,  in  this  stage  4>f  the  discussion,  any 
•disrate  as  to  the  place  to  which  the  fran- 
chise should  be  transferred,  and  still  less 
as  to  the  terms  on  which  that  transfer 
should  be  made.    It  was  their  duty  sow 
to  Judge  whether  bribery  and  corruption 
bad  taken  place  at  the  borough,  and  it 
ifas  Impossible  batmen  should  goes  they 
-ought  to  the  judgment  of  a  criminal,  when 
diey  had  alrrady  cast  lots  for  his  clothes. 
In  like  manner,  he  thought  the  House 
could  hardly  go  properly  to  the  question, 
whether  the  borough  should  be  disfran- 
chised, when  they  had  already  determined 
to  what  town  its  nanchise  should  be  trans- 
ferred*   The  question  now  was,  whether 
there  was  at  present  sufficient  to  justify 
"tile  House  in  admitting  the  biU.    To  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  he  gave  his  hearty 
consent;  but  he  thought  he  ought  to  re- 
lerve  his  opinion  on  any  ulterior  question 
for  the  furmer  prog;re88  of  the  discussion. 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  fiutherinvestigation 
was  necessary,  and  he  thouf^  some  mea- 
sure ought  to  be  adopted;  although  he 
was  not  favourable  to  that  swelling  and 
overwhelming  reform,  which  was  to  cure 
the  great  blots  of  the  House,  while  it 
passed  Ih^,  with  closed  eyes,  the  mmor 
•defects  of  the  present  syston. 

Ix>rd  AUfwrp  observed  upon  the  diffi- 
culties of  proving  corruption  m  the  agents, 
00  as  to  a&ct  the  candidates.  When  the 
House  went  into  evidence  upon  this  sub- 
ject, he  was  certain  that  a  svstem  of  great 
and  gross  conruptioa  would  be  proved. 
He  was  not  inclined  to  charge  the  hon. 
member  for  Penryn  with  having  been  guilty 
«f  the  bribery ;  but,  though  he  telt  that 
doubt  with  regard  to  the  boo.  member,  he 
was  convmeea  that  such  corruption  did 
Uke  place,  and  that,  if  it  was  not  prac- 
tised hy  the  candidates  themsdves,  it  was 
by  their  imprudent  friends  and  agents,  or. 
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at  least,  by  those  who  acted  on  their  be- 
half.   Re  had  no  doubt  the  existence 
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the  corrwpri^njrt  this  initance  Would  be 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  body, 
if  further  evidence  was  gone  into. 

Mr.  J^nmsrAam  thought,  ikut^Lprimdfaeie 
case  had  b^n  fully  made  out  for  the  House 
to  proceed  upon ;  but  he  did  not  ^ink  that 
enough  had  been  shown,  as  yet,  to  justify 
a  disfzanx^isement  of  the  boiovgh.  As 
for  the  nature  of  the  transfer  of  the  elective 
franchise— if  it  turned  out  to  be  necessary 
that  any  transfer  should  be  made — ^that 
was  a  point  updn  which,  he  apprehended, 
there  could  not  be  a  moment's  doubt.  Iht 
only  proper  transfer  would  be,  not  to 
Penryn  in  part,  and  to  the  hundreds  ad- 
joining in  part,  which  urould  be  giving  part 
of  the  franchise  back  to  the  veiy  people 
who  had  abused  it,  and  the  rest  to  another 
set  of  people  who  held  their  right  of  voting, 
which  they  had  already,  by  die  most  ob- 
jectionable tenure  in  the  country,  but  to 
some  one  of  those  large  and  populous 
towns,  which,  by  their  wealth  ana  import- 
ance, were  entiUed  to  a  more  distinct  and 
particular  representation  than  they  at  pre- 
sent possessed ;  and  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  he  thought  the  fittest 
course  that  could  be  taken  would  be  to 
transfer  it  to  Manchester.  He  agreed^ 
that  in  that  which  appeared  to  be  proved 
against  the  borough  of  Penryn,  there  waa 
nothing  which  affected  the  hon.  Bank 
director.  He  agreed,  that  that  hon. 
member  was  not  to  be  fixed  with  the 
conduct  of  those  persons  who  had  acted 
onihis  behalf  and  for  his  interest.  But 
he  confessed,  that  he  had  heard  with  some 
suspicion  the  statement  of  the  hon.  mem*> 
hers  colleague,  that  neither  directly  or 
indirectly  had  he  taken  any  part  in,  or 
known  of,  or  suspected— and  tiiis,  too,  he 
spoke  without  the  slightest  mental  resei^ 
vation — any  of  the  measures  which  had 
been  taken  in  the  borough  of  Penryn  on 
his  behalf.  Now  he  (Mr.  Brougham)  be- 
lieved this.  He  believed  it— 4iot  beouue 
it  was  in  the  slightest  degree  probiAile,  but 
because  the  hon.  gentleman  stated  i^^ 
stated  it  without  mental  reservation,  too— 
and,  therefore,  it  was  impossible  fbr  him 
to  doubt  it*  But,  as  the  hon.  member 
knew  nothing  of  all  that  had  been  done, 
could  any  body  explain  how  it  hi^j^pened 
that  a  certain  Mr.  Stanbury  was  m  gaol 
at  the  present  moment?  Mr.  Stsnbory 
had  been  summoned  by  the  coomittee  to 
tell  what  he  knew  about  this  affair,  of 
which  nobody  else  knew  any  thing;  and 
instead  of  coming  forward  to  iUuininala 
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*thd  committee^  he  had  jl>icondedy  and 
had  b(ton  committed  for  contempt.  It 
was  no  mistake;  although  something  to 
that  efiect  had  been  hinted :  because,  if  it 
was  a  mistake,  Mr.  Stanbury  might  peti- 
tion die  House,  give  his  evidence,  and  be 
let  out.  But  Mr.  Stanbury  did  not  at- 
tempt to  do  that :  and  altogether,  pe^aps, 
it  was  not  so  yery  extraordinary  that  he 
'should  have  a  fancy  to  pass  the  summer 
in  gaol;  for  the  House  would  find  that 
he  was  altogether  a  very  odd  fellow.  He 
went  to  Penryn,  it  appeared,  for  no  pur- 
pose but  to  see  the  amusements  of  an 
election ;  and  he  gave  away,  for  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  tiie  hon.  member  (Mr. 
Barclay),  of  whom  he  knew  nothing,  re- 
present that  place,  as  much  as  1,300/.  in 
the. morning;  and  this  could  not  have 
been  all  that  he  had  given  away ;  because 
the  hon.  member  did  not  sit  there  as  mem- 
ber for  Penryn  for  1,300/.  The  price  of 
borouehs  was  known  too  well  for  any  body 
to  believe  that;  and,  at  the  time  when 
Mr.  Stanbury  gave  those  ^ums  away,  he 
knew  that,  besides  parting  with  the  money* 
he  was  running  a  chance  of  getting  into 
what  was  call^,  in  Penryn,  a  ''misfor- 
tune," and  what  was  called,  in  the  court 
of  KingVbench,  a  misdemeanour;  and 
Mr.  Stanbury  did  all  this,  and  moreover 
chose  to  lie  and  rot  in  gaol,  rather  than 
say  a  word  about  it,  purely  to  secure  the 
election  of  the  hon.  member  for  Penryn ; 
he  not  being  at  all  employed  as  the  hon. 
member's  agent,  nor  in  any  way  indemni- 
fied by  or  connected  with  him!  [hear, 
'hear].  Now,  he  hoped  that  the  entire 
veracity  of  all  this  statement  would  be  as 
clear  out  of  the  walls  of  that  House  as  it 
was  within  them.  H  is  mode  of  reconciling 
the  apparent  difficulty  was  a  plain,  and, 
he  trusted,  not  an  illiberal  one.  It  was 
this : — He  supposed  that  an  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  could  swear,  without  mental 
reservation,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  par- 
ticular acts,  done  obviously  for  the  further* 
auce  of  his  intevest,  must  have  made  a 
provision  for  future  ignorance,  by  employ- 
ing an  agent  generafiy,  and  shutting  his 
eyes  to  all  the  steps  or  measures  which 
that  agent  might  find  it  necessary  to  take. 
Because  the  fact  was,  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  no  property  or  connexion  in  Penrm 
fexpressions  of  dissent].  Well,  if  tne 
non.  gentleman  had  an  overpowering  pro- 
perty and  influence  in  Penryn,  it  was 
anotner  matter ;  but  still  the  hon.  member 
^aust  admit  that  Mr.  Stanbury  was  a  very 


odd  man?  Beoause,  that  he  dkl  really 
pay  the  1,300/.,  and  other  large  sums  of 
money  in  Penrvn,  the  House  would  see. 
And  who  the  deuce  could  have  paid  him 
again  ?  for  nothing  could  be  more  certain 
than  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not. 
Where  could  these  sums  have  come  from  ? 
What  a  man  of  means,  as  well  as  bounti* 
ful  disposition,  and  particular  desire  to  see 
the  hon.  gentleman  member  for  Penryn, 
was  Mr.  Stanbury  I  And  what  was  still 
more  extraordinary — and  even  as  extra- 
ordinary as  his  fancy  for  lying  in  prison . 
all  the  summer — ^his  good  offices  were  not 
confined  to  giving  away  large  sums  of 
money  to  secure  ue  election  of  the  hon. 

?5ndeman  opposite  for  the  borough  of 
enryn,  but  he  appeared,  just  at  that 
same  time,  to  have  been  disposing  of  his 
wealth,  vrith  equal  liberality,  in  two  or 
three  other  places :  it  was  very  odd,  too, 
that  they  were  boroughs  in  uie  county. 
The  hon.  and  learned  member,  after  re- 
peating his  belief  that  hon.  gentlemen 
who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  get  all  this 
done  for  them,  and  yet  were  able  to  swear, 
without  mental  reservation,  that  they  knew 
nothing  of  the  means  by  which  it  was 
accomplished,  could  only  place  themselves 
in  that  lucky  position,  by  choosing  an 
agent,  and  taking  care  to  avoid  seeing  any 
thing  of  his  operations,  concluded  by 
stating,  that  he  thought  the  case  of 
Penryn  merited  a  candid  and  impartial, 
but  a  most  rigorous  inquiry. 

Mr.  Charles  Barchof  felt  himself  com- 
pelled to  address  afew  words  to  the  House, 
lest  the  talent  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  who  had  just  sat  down,  for  ridi- 
cule, should  lead  hon.  members  to  a  wrong 
conclusion.  The  hon.  and  learned  mem- 
ber had  stated — ^that  the  hon.  member  for 
Penryn,  his  relative,  had  no  property  or 
influence  in  Penryn.  This  was  direcdy 
the  reverse  of  the  fact;  for  his  hon.  rela- 
tive had  been  introduced  there  by  persons 
of  the  highest  influence,  and  had  gone 
down  to  offer  himself  upon  their  assurance, 
that  he  might  come  in  upon  the  most 
honourable  terms.  With  respect  to  tiie 
observations  about  Mr.  Stanbury,  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  had  only  looked 
at  the  evidence  before  the  House,  he  would 
have  seen,  that  to  the  case  of  his  hon. 
relative  they  were  entirely  inapplicable. 
He  would  have  found  there,  that  the 
1,300/.  which  he  stated  to  have  been  paid 
by  Mr.  Stanbury,  had  been  paid  for  pur- 
poses and  objects  quite  distinct  &om  his 
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hon.  rehtire's  election.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber, after  asserting,  he  begged  to  say,  in 
the  plainest  terms,  that  Mr.  Stanbury  was 
no  agent,  nor  had  been,  of  his  hon.  rela- 
tive, sat  down  by  declaring  that  that  hon. 
gentleman  had  been  returned  as  fairly  to 
the  house  as  any  member  who  sat  in  it. 

Mr.  Bnmgham  said,  he  had  certainly 
laboured  under  a  mistake,  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  at  once  admitting  it.  He 
had  supposed  Mr.  Stanbury  and  Mr. 
Sowell  to  have  been  general  agents  for  the 
hon.  sitting  member  for  Penryn;  but  it 
turned  out  that  they  had  been  agents  for 
the  member  who  had  petitioned. 

Mr.  Legh-Keck,  in  reply,  moved,  that 
the  Report  of  the  Committees  on  the 
Penryn  elections  of  1807  and  1819  be 
read,  and  the  Resolutions  of  the  House 
tjiereon.  They  were  accordingly  read  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  House. 

The  Resolutions  were  then  put  and  agreed 
to,  with  the  exception  of  that  directing 
the  Attorney-general  to  prosecute  Joseph 
and  Richard  Sowell,  John  Stanbury,  and 
others,  which  was  postponed  until  further 
evidence  should  be  produced.  The  Re- 
ports of  the  Committees  upon  the  elections 
at  Penryn  in  1807  and  1819  were  then 
ordered  to  be  reprinted ;  and  Mr.  Legh- 
Keck  and  sir  Charles  Burrell  appointed 
to  prepare  the  bill  for  the  prevention  of 
bribery  and  corruption  in  the  boroii^h  of 
Penryn. 
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Wednesday y  May  9. 

Transubstaktiation — ^Petition  of 
Gbneral  Thornton.]  Mr.  Hudson  Our- 
ney  presented  a  petition  from  lieutenant- 
general  William  Thornton,  formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  the  borough  of  New 
Woodstock,  referring  to  a  proposition 
brought  forward  by  the  petitioner,  in  the 
yeara  1817  and  1818,  for  a  Committee  to 
consider  of  the  propriety  of  dispensing  with 
the  Declaration  against  Transubstantiation, 
which  asserts  the  worship  of  the  Church  of 
Rome  to  be  idolatrous ;  urging  that  the 
oaths  of  supremacy,  allegiance,  and  ab- 
juration are  sufficient  security  to  Church 
and  State,  against  the  influence  of  the  Pope 
and  the  diurch  of  Rome ;  and  praying,  as 
a  Protestant  measure,  that  a  law  should 
be  passed,  to  dispense,  in  future  with  such 
Declaration, — Mr.  Gumey  said,  that  he 
considered  that  the  general's  motion  in  a 
former  parliament,  bad  not  received  die 


attention  it  merited :  and  though  this  was, 
probably,  not  exactly  the  conjunctuie  in 
which  It  might  be  most  advantageously 
brought  forward,  he  waa  convinced  that 
some  alteration  in  the  wording  of  these 
oaths  would  be  no  diminution  of  any  se- 
curity they  might  be  supposed  to  afford, 
and  would  be  getting  rid  of  the  great  prac- 
tical evil  of  rendering  it  almost  impossible 
for  any  one  having  Catholic  connections  to 
conform  to  the  Establishment,  however 
desirous  of  doin^  so. 

Ordered  to  he  on  the  table,  and  to  he 
printed. 

Sussex  Election  Bill.]  Mr.  Cwr- 
teis  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Sus- 
sex Election  bill,  and  strongly  recommended 
the  taking  of  the  poll  at  Lewes. 

Mr.  HiLskisson  opposed  the  second  rea- 
ding of  the  bill,  and  rested  his  oppositioa 
to  £e  measure  on  two  grounds : — ^The  first, 
on  the  ground  of  general  principle,  and 
the  second,  because  he  was  a  freenolder.of 
the  western  part  of  Sussex.  It  was  cer- 
tainly extraordinary,  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber should  bring  forward  this  bill,  whib 
the  committee,  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  some  measure  to  diminish 
the  expenses  at  county  elections,  was  sit- 
ting. In  the  course  of  the  session,  the 
House  might  expect  to  receive  a  valuab^ 
report,  suggesting  various  modes  for  tsdciog^ 
the  poll  at  county  elections  with  the  least 
possible  expense.  A  noble  lord  (J.  Rus- 
sell) had  suggested  the  taking  of  the  pcJl 
in  several  places  in  a  county  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  freeholders ;  but  the  hon. 
member  who  brought  in  this  bill  would  re- 
move the  election  from  one  part  of  the 
county  to  another.  Now,  it  was  not  the 
ordinary  way  of  proceeding,  for  this  House 
to  remove,  without  some  misconduct, 
some  breach,  or  injury  committed,  those 
rights  which  had  been  enjoyed  for  time  im- 
memorial. It  had  not  been  stated,  that 
Chichester  had  forfeited  this  franchise  by 
any  misconduct.  No  pnjceeding  had  taken 
place  in  that  city  which  could  call  for  the 
deprivation  of  that  distinction  which  it  had 
enjojed  ever  since  it  returned  members  tD 
parhament.  On  the  same  principle  it 
might  be  said,  that  Cornwall  returned  too 
many  members  to  parliameet,  and  similar 
measures  might  be  proposed  to  remove  them. 
If  the  House  were  to  sanction  this  measure, 
they  would  have  to  introduce  it  into  all  the 
counties  of  England.  If  the  hon.  member 
would  propose  that  the  poll  should  be  taken 
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veveft  tUQfs  at  Chichester,  and  leyen  at 
Lewesy  as  an  accommodation  to  the  free- 
kolden,  he  woald  make  no  objection ;  but 
his  great  objection  was,  to  make  the  taking 
of  the  poll  permanent  at  Lewes,  and  to 
hold  the  election  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  only.  He  would  move,  that  the 
bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

•  Lord  G.  Lemiox  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. The  noble  lord  complained  of  the 
hon.  member  who  brought  in  the  bill  for 
kaTiDg  written  letters  during  the  late  elec- 
tion, to  the  mayor  of  Chichester,  in  which 
that  hon.  member  complains  to  the  mayor, 
that  his  person  was  in  danger  from  the  mob, 
and  thRatteed  to  bring  him  to  the  bar  of 
the  liaiiae  in  consequence.  The  hem. 
Mtmhu  had  also  written  to  the  Secretary 
of  BtiAe  for  the  Home  Department,  com- 
^ttingthat,  "  he  could  not  take  the  polls 
m  safety,  and  that  his  freeholders  were 
kept  hOiCk"  Now,  he  (lord  Q.  Lenox)  had 
been  on  the  hustings  during  the  whole  of 
ike  election,  and  he  could  safely  say  that  no 
fiot  or  disorder  occurred.  He  hoped  the 
House  would,  not  gratify  the  freeholders  of 
the  east,  at  the  expense  of  those  of  the 
west. 

-  Sir  /.  Sheify  supported  the  bill.  He 
was  the  advocate  for  a  gradual  and  limit- 
ed reform  in  parliament ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  best  chance  of  obtaining  that  tc- 
formwastolet  all,  the  voters  have  thebenefit 
of  the  elective  franchise ;  which,  when  the 
election  was  held  at  Chichester,  they  had 
not 

Mr.  W.  Burrell  thought  the  election 
ought  to  be  held  at  Lewes  for  the  western 
part  of  the  county,  and  at  Chichester  for 
the  eastern  division. 

•  Mr.  Daviea  Oilbert  said,  that  a  com- 
mittee was  sitting  up  stairs,  which  would 
render  unnecessaxy  this  bill  of  his  hon. 
friend.  He  thererore  advised  him  to  with- 
draw it. 

Sir  C  Burrell  protested  against  the 
hon.  gentleman  legislating  for  Sussex,  on  a 
principle  different  from  that  acted  on,  with 
regard  to  any  other  county. 

Mr.  C.  Pelham  said,  that  local  interests 
were  better  attended  to  under  the  pre- 
sent system  than  they  virould  be  under  the 
prbpeaed  change. 

Mr.  Curieis  said,  he  should  take  the  ad- 
vice of  hon.  gentlemen  and  withdraw  his 
bill. 

•  The  bill  was  then,  with  the  leave  of  the 
House,  withdrawn. 
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Afvatiis  ovPoKTuoAt.]  LofiEUen^ 
borough  said,  he  had  acquainted  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  foreign  department 
of  his  intention  of  putting  a  question  to  him, 
and  he  would  take  the  present  opportunity 
of  doing  so.  It  would  be  recollected  by 
their  loniships,  that  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember last  a  message  was  brought  down 
to  that  House,  in  consequence  of  a  com-* 
munication  to  his  majesty,  from  her  royal 
hishness  the  princess  Regent  of  Portugal, 
calling  for  the  assistance  of  British  troops, 
bv  virtue  of  a  treaty  which  was  in  force. 
Tiiese  troops,  their  lordships  knew,  were 
sent.  At  that  time,  it  was  perfectly  im- 
bossible  that  any  papers  should  be  laid  be- 
fore their  lordshifo'  House;  because  it  wa» 
necessary  that  the  troops  should  be  sent 
immediately,  and  there  was  no  time  for 
their  lordships  to  consider  the  gfounds  upon 
which  the  assistance  was  asked.  It  was, 
however,  communicated  to  the  House  by 
his  majesty's  ministers,  that  they  had. as- 
certained that  there  were  just  grounds  by 
the  treaty,  for  the  troops  being  sent.  He 
therefore  held  it  to  be  admitted  by  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  that  it  was  not  suffi-* 
cient  reason  for  inducing  parliament  to  the 
performance  of  that  treaty, .  merely  be- 
cause such  performance  should  be  called 
for  by  Portugal,  but  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
should  have  ascertained  the  justness  of 
such  application.  Since  that  period  no 
information  had  been  communicated  to  the 
House.  That  circumstance  he  attributed 
to  the  disoirganized  state  of  the  govern-' 
ment,  and  not  to  any  intention  of  with- 
holding information  on  the  subject.  How- 
ever, the  present  state  of  things  in  Portu- 
^  was  most  materially  different  from  that 
m  which  it  was  when  troops  were  sent  to 
that  country.  The  casus  foederis  might 
have  existed  at  that  time ;  but  non  constat^ 
that  it  existed  at  present  The  state  of 
things  in  that  country  was  changed,  -be- 
cause that  armed  rebellious  force  which 
came  from  Spain  had  been  driven  beyond 
the  frontier,  and  was  now  no  more,  but, 
though  such  a  state  of  affairs  existed  no 
longer,  he  had  lately  heard  that  one  of  the 
most  important  garrisons  in  the  country 
had  revolted,  and  one  of  the  trustiest  regi- 
ments broken  out  into  mutiny.  The  state 
of  Lisbon,  too,  was  such  as  called  for  the 
return  of  the  British  troops  to  the  capital. 

2A 
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•irtfwstaacc,  if  tl^ir  lordships  jmrt^  tfcey  wi^t  be,  lo  libemta  the  king 

^i0  ^inforwa^tion  i«coived  in  this  from  the  awful  and  tvemendous  potition  in 

.  #^  *^c  f  muossible  for  an?  person   which  he  V8^  placed,  and  to  overthrew  the 


ftc;2^t<?  *^  impossible  for  any  person 
ti«*^,  *^Ate  the  existence  of  the  Bntwh 
<^*^w«««S^pI  ^thout  alvposing  that 
t^  ia  «r^  caUed  uponrr-withont  sup* 
*S!fm«**  /di/flf  must  be  fonsedrrto  in- 
?2i«  **^  oSs  altogether  of  a  civtt  and 
C^  i»  ^tiire.  ^^otder  theae  ciieam- 
S^^'iT^^  it  to  be  hia  duty  to  call 

upc^  1^  ^yiiether  it  was  the  mtenlion  of 
^hefi^^^^W  lay^Po*  the  table  any  in- 
go«<!^^  to  the  late  and  pseaenit  st^te 
6>r«5^io  PortugaL 

a^^*^^?^>«fi&y  repliedi  diat  it  wasnot  the 
^  t  in^oi^^^  ^  govemmept  to  lav  any 
^  before  parliament  on  the  aubject. 
*  ft  respecting  the  withdoaiwal  of 
^^      troK^  was  one  of  great  fan- 
^^^i^ce^  and  wa^  connected  with  negotia-. 
g^& which. were 8^ pendmg,  andwhichi 
^ei^  not  in  a  state  to  be  takl  befose  the 

Lord  EHenboifoiugk  washed  to  be  in- 
iDaned  wkether  the  negotiations  now; 
pending  were  carrying  on  with  Poctuigal  or* 
with  any  other  power. 

Lord  JBfudbof  said,  he  must  dnr^me  asr 
swenng  the  ijueitioii. 

NsW        A^MUEISBUATIOK  -rs  C^OBJP 

ItAWs.]  The  Duke  of  ^finooottie.  presented 
a  Petition  agamst  any  alteration  in  the 
ComrlawB.  He  said,  tiiat  he  should  have 
thought  it  hia  duty  to  oppose  die  proposed 
bill  sespecting  the  Com-lawa,  even  if  the 
noble  author  of  it  had  continued  ta  ibna 
parfeof  tibe  kte  government  But,  if  he 
should  have  thought  it  hb  duty,  to  have 
done  so  under  those  circumstanoea,  whea 
the  honourable  persona  who  had  been 
driven  out  of  hia  majesty'a  aqveaunent 
were  in  a  situation  to  ceunsd  their  col- 
league, he  should  think  it  now.  to  be  hia 
duty  more  particufauly  to  oppose  the  bill, 
whea  those  checks  and  safeguards  were 
takea  away.  He  shouU  theieCore  oppoea 
the  present  bill.;  and  he  did  think  that  it 
wae  the  duty  of  every  honest  man — the 
dttty  of  everjF  friend  to.  hia  country— to 
stand  fi)cwam  and  lead  hia  aid  to  dia- 
possesa  of*  power  one  who— rperfaapa  he 
might  be  usmg  a  harsh  tenn,  biit  he  knew 
of  no  other  which  would  coavey  hiamean- 
ingV  and  he  applied  it  ia  a  political  sense 
^-waa  the  moat  profligate  minister  that 
had  ever  been  placed  ui  power.  He  call* 
ed  upon,  alk  tboifMi  penona.  oC  wfaatevev 


coalitioa  which  he  believed  to  be  the  most 
dangesoua  and  the  mostunpripoipled,  that 
had  ever  entered  into  the  head  oi  a  states- 
man to.  project  He  had  thou^t  it  hi» 
duty  tosay  Aese  flsw  words  to  «>ffquaiat  their 
lordships  with  his  opinion.  He  was  afraid 
he  had  net  clearly  enough  expreued  hhn- 
aelf ;  but  he  was  sum  that  it  waa  the  senti*' 
menta  of  every  nun  throughoutl^  country, 
from  John  O'Qroat'a  House  to  the  I^ad^s* 
end. 

Lord  flf^oAom  presented  a  Petitbn  ftem 
Newport  Pagnell  against  the  Com-pbilt 
He  snould  move  to-morrow,  that  the  peti- 
tkm  be  taken  into  consideiaition,  in  ordca 
to  afibrd  the  petirionem  an.  opportunity  oi 
bemg  heard  at  their  loidshipa  ear. 

l^e  Bad  of  DaWtn^loii  said,  tiiat  aftev 
the  eloquent  speech  which  had  been  made 
upon  the  presentation  of  one  of  thepeti^ 
tiena  against  any  aheietion  in  Aa  Com- 
laws,  that  had  wen  laid  upon  tlieit  lord* 
shipa'  teble  that  day,  he  fielt  himsell  ceUn 
ed  upontosava  fiew words.  WiA  va« 
apect  to  an  alteration  in  the  ComJawa, 
he  had  long  formed  his  opmion  upon,  the 
subject  He  had,  lynrever,  thought  it 
necessary  to  inquire  of  some  praotioal^ 
flunsen,  what  were  Acir  optniena;  and  ke 
waa  happy  to  find  that  they  conespondeA 
witk  hia  own.  He  thpught  that  the 
bitt  was  %  desirable,  he  would  not  say 
a  perfect  one;  but  he  believed  it  to  be 
better  than  any  that  had  been  yet  pro^ 
posed;  and  he  would,  therefore,  give  it  his 
support,  without  deoidiag  upon  it  as  a  per^ 
manent  measure.  In  admting  to  the 
bill,  he  could  not  avoid  saying,  that  ha 
feh  astonished  and  surprised,  at  the  course 
whiohhadbeea  taken  by  noble  kudaupow 
the  opposite beoohesii  He  ve^relteddeeply^ 
tOi  see  their  audden  and  vmlent  opposi* 
tion  to  his  majesty's  government;  whidi 
had  ariMu,  as  he  ooooemd,  from  oneof 
two.causea-— either  fnHn  adesise,  upoa  the 
port  of  some  noble  lorda,  to  retiwn  tO) 
office  and  to  phice»  or  from  a  desisa  to 
dictate  to  die  sovereign  in  the  appointment 
of  a  minister.  He,  ror  one,  thought  that 
both,  causes  were  objectioiiable.  k  had 
been  observed  by  a  noble  earl  upon  tiiq 
opposite  benches,  that  he  couM  perceive 
aa  approximation  between  thelata  gowem-f 
ment  and  the  late  opposition ;  and  he  wae 
ready  to  admit  that*  when  he  sat  at  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  he  bad,  in  most 


70B 


JnN#  Aw^HmttnUio^r'^ChTH  lMt$s» 


Mat  10,  1897. 


710 


Uppiwrtd'of  the  meMrtea  which  that 
govwQioent  puitoed.    Ileecmld  appeal  to 
a*  mM$  earl  iv4k>  had  lately  sat  apon  the 
ipaoteck ;  and  he  felt  asauted  that  noUe 
earf  worid  actoiowtedge,  that  he  had  stated 
tte  Mme  thmf  upon  hia  legs  last  session. 
He  saw  ao  tieasoii  wh^  he  should  alter  the 
oourae  which  he  had  then  paisaed.    He 
bhd  hut  little  petaaiud  knowledge  of  the 
ii|^  hott«  gentlMAtti  at  the  head  of  the 
eKiMittg  goimtnk!^  biChe  wiAof  opiniooiy 
that  hia  name  had  h«M  made  use  of  befoie 
thev  kidrftojp  enfhai  Aight,  in  an  mii- 
emMotm  nd  unparlkHttentayy  manner. 
Ha  assoMd  their  kynhhi^y  he  did  not 
alMut  tiive  m  the  chwnoion  of  the  new 
govefBOMBC,  whieh  needea  not  so  feMean 
afbactor;  b«ithe  stood  theto  to  vindicate 
htmstf  fo>  eonkteg  over  to  the  place  which 
Be  thten  edevpied.    He  conceived  that  the 
iMit  boa.  Ottoman  at  the  bead  of  the 
adauinialraiilon,  acted  npon  the  priiiciphss 
wMidi  he  had  himself  maintamed  for  a 
peiiod  of  five  and  thirty  ye«n.   He  looked* 
uptm  that  right  hob.  gentleman  as  a  fnend- 
t»  civil  mid  leUgkHifr  liberty ;-  and  from 
what  ha*  hmi  aeeii'  of  his  cohdnct  when* 
PdMgn  SMaMMnf,  he  was  disposed  to 
thmk  that  he  had  proved'  himself  a  con- 
aammmi  statssman,  and  one  admirably 
catooiateA   tfo    direct   our  foreign   and' 
dbmpslir  poMoy.'    Thete  weie  other  reap- 
aami  alav,  which  hid  induced  hhn  to  ap* 
mnve  of  die  right  hon.  gendeman's  con* 
ddct.     Re  eoosideied,  that  the  present 
oppoiilioo  to  aovemment  was  intemperate, 
and  in  aoMe  c^gree- unfair;  commenced  as 
it  was  bcdbre  the  present  ministers  had 
taken  tlfeiip  pkces  in  parfiltmenty  and  while 
same  plaoes  stSt  remained  vacant    He 
oaneeived  tha^  such  a  course  was  not  a 
pcoper  wi^  to  soppoit  an  opposition ;  and 
Hiait  its  object  couid  only  be  to  embarrass 
the  govemment.  If  the  government  riiouid 
not  pursiie  those  measures,  which  he  was 
finnly  conrinced  they  would,  he  did  not 
think  that  he  vras- bound  to  support  them. 
Bot  he  would  say^  and  maintttn,  that  upon 
the  principles  which  he  had  always  enter- 
tamd,  and  upon  tlkie  principles  on  which 
g^Mument  would  now  act — upon  diese 
MJueipIes  he  was  bound  to  state,  before 
Ifis  God,  beftie  his  country,  and  before 
thsir  lofdships,  that  he  firmly  believed  that 
if  the  gevefnment  obtained  that  assbtance 
whieb  lie  hoped  it  would,  it  would  be  one 
of  the  firmest  administrations  which  had 
^verrnied  over  the  country.  Heapoiogtzed 
t^  their  lordships  ier  having  taken  up  so 


mttch  of  theh  time,  but  he  thought  it  doe 
to  himself  to  explain  the  motives  which  in- 
dt»eed  him  to  support  the  present  govern- 
ment ;  and  all  he  wished  to  say  Was,  that, 
until  he  saw  the  government  acting  in  a 
different  msknnter  from  what  he  expected, 
he  should  give  it  his  best  ahd  most  strenu- 
ous support. 

The  Eari  of  Haretoood  said,  he  felt 
great  diffidence  in  addre^ing  their  lord- 
ships. He  had  only  come  very  recently 
into  the  House,  and  had  not  been  present 
at  the  coiAmencement  of  the  diiBcassion. 
He  had  only  beard  a  very  warm  eulogium 
upon  the  existing  government ;  and  really, ' 
unless  he  had  b^n  absohitelV  provoked  to  • 
s^  something,  he  would  not  have  trespass- 
ed upon  their  lordships'  attention.  But 
when'  he  heard  any  diing  like  blame  or  op- 
probrium imputed  and  attached  to  tbose 
who  were  not  supporters  of  the  exadng 
government,  he  felt  called  upon  to  stand 
forth,  and  vindicate  himself  from  any 
charge  of  unfair  or  factious  opposition. 
He  trusted  that  he  might,  in  confidence, 
appeal  to  die  whole  coune  and  tenor  of  his 
life,  in  answer  to  such  a  char^.  But  he 
confessed  that  there  weie  circumstances 
connected  with  the  new  administration 
which  heconsidered  strange;  and  he  trusted, 
that,  if  he  asked  a  qaestion,  his  not  having 
given  notice  of  his  intention  so  to  do, 
would  not  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  want  of 
courtesy.  He  felt,  however,  tbiat  there 
was  a  necessity  for  bis  apologising  for  thus 
hastily  putting  the  description  of  question 
which  he  proposed  to  put.  He  was  igno- 
rant of  what  the  existing  administration 
was  formed ;  and  he  held,  that  parliament 
and  the  country  had  a  right  to  know,  in 
what  hands  the  business  of  the  nation  had 
been  placed,  and'  by  whom  it  was  to  be 
transacted.  Circumstances  of  a  very  ex- 
traoidinary  nature  had  recently  taken 
place.  Several  noble  lords  who  had  been 
high  in  the  confidence  of  his  majesty,  had 
suddtely  resigned,  and  tihe  Houses  of  par- 
liament, and  the  country  in  general,  con- 
ceived that  they  were  entitled  to  aii  ex- 
planaBon  of  the  causes  which  had  induced 
those  nobre  lords  to  resign';  and,  accord- 
ingly thejr  had,  separately,  ^ven  explana- 
tions, which  had  o^n,  he  believed,  con- 
sidered satisfactory.  On  the  other  hand, 
with  respect  to  the  new  administration, 
!  thfere  were  circumstances,  unusual,  if  not 
;  unprecedented.  It  was  the  general  and 
J  uncDspnted  belief,  that  the  govemmetit  was 
not  tiben,  what  it  was  intended  to  be  at  a 
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ftttttre  period.    If  any  mystery  did  exist 
With  respect  to  the  formatioaof  the  govern- 
ttent — apd  of  the  fact  of  its  existeace  he 
believed  there  could  not  be  a  doubt — ^he 
considered  that  the  public  and  the  par- 
liament were  as  fully  entitled  to  call  upon 
the    members  of  the  Cabinet  for   ex- 
planation, as  upon  the  noble  lords  who 
Lad  retired  from  the  government ;  and  that 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet  were  equally 
bound  to  give  it.    He  did  not  stand  there 
to  ask  questions  from  any  factious  mo- 
tive.   He  was  acting  individually,  and  for 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.    He  thought  it  was  es- 
sential for  it  to  know,  what  was  the  real 
state  of  the  question.    If  he  asked,  whe- 
ther the  great  offices  of  state  were  filled, 
he  was  aware  that  the  answer  would  be, 
tliat  they  were  filled ;  and,  in  a  certain 
sense,  of  course  they  were  so.    But  he  I 
would  ask,  if  those  offices  were  filled  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  be  per- 
manently occupied  ?     He  thought   the 
country  had  a  right  to  explanation  upon 
this  pout.    How  did  their  lordships  know 
that  the  most  important  interests  of  the 
country  might  not  be  compromised,  or  be 
placed  at  stake,  in  consequence  of  the  pro- 
posed alterations  ?    The  government,  as  at 
present  constituted,  was  composed  of  mem- 
Ders  who  had  heretofore  actea  in  opposition 
to  each  other — who  differed  in  the  most  ma- 
terial questions  with  the  late  administration ; 
those  differences  were  knoim  to  exist ;  and 
it  was  not  easv  to  believe  that  they  were 
quite  reconcilea ;  but  if  that  was  the  case, 
let  it  be  declared.    He  did  not  want « to 
press  unnecessarily  for  any  disclosures; 
out  he  considered  that  matters  of  such  im- 
portance should  not  be  withheld.    In  what 
situation  would  the  country  stand,  if  that 
information  was  not  immediately  afforded  ? 
It  was  very  possible  the  business  of  par- 
liament might  be  got  through  very  shortly ; 
they  were  given  to  understand,  that  no 
discussion  would  take  place  on  subjects 
that  had,  in  former  sessions,  occupied  a 
considerable  period;  aiid  that  other  im- 
portant questions  would  not  be  brought 
forward.     And,  if  no  explanation  took 
place,  in  what  a  state  would  they  be,  if 
a  prorogation  should  prevent  their  form- 
ing an   opinion   on    one    of  the    most 
iihpoTtant    points   which    could    occupy 
their  attention  ?    Were  they  to  remain  in 
that  state  until  they  were  called  together 
again  ?      He  had  mentioned  these  cir- 
cumstances as  they  had  arisen  in  his  mind : 


he  had  not  mentioned  the  subject  to  a 
single  individual ;  he  did  not  belong  to  any 
party,  nor  would  he  lend  himself  to  any 
party  with  a  view  to  injure  or  inflict  in- 
justice on  anyone.  He  called  on  thenoUe 
earl  to  state  those  facts  to  the  House, 
not  from  any  motives  of  idle  cunosity,  but 
on  behalf  of  the  country. 

Viscount  Gaderich  said :— My  lords,  I 
do  not  mean  to  impute  any  want  of  cour^ 
tesy  to  the  noble  earl  for  uie  quesUons  he 
has  asked ;  nor  do  I  complain  of  the  doubts 
which  he  has  so  frankly  and  distinctly  ex- 
pressed, with  respect  to  the  present  posi- 
tion of  the  government    But  I  wisn  to 
observe  to  the  noble  earl^  that  he  has  not 
accurately  stated  the  circumstances  under 
which  my  noble  friend  arose  to  address 
your  lor^hips.    If  the  noble  eail  had  ar- 
rived in  this  House  at  an,  earlier  period  oC 
the  evening,  he  would  have  heard  a  noble 
duke  upon  the  opposite  benches  declare^ 
in  the  most  unequivocal  terms,  not  only 
his  total  want  of  confidence  in  the  admi- 
nistration, but  his  most  unqualified  repro- 
bation of  the  indiridual  whom   it  has 
pleased  his  majesty  to  place  at  its  head. 
And  then,  my  lords,  I  should  suppose  the 
noble  earl  would  not  conceive  it  unnatural, 
that  any  noble  lord,  who  believed  that  he 
was  justified  in  giving  his  confidence  to  the 
government,  should  rise  in  his  place,  an<l 
express  that  confidence  to  your  lordships 
and  the  country.    I  lament,  as  sincerely  as 
any  man  can  do,  that  these  discussions 
should  be  thus,  day  after  day,  brought  for- 
ward, in  an  indirect  and  irregular  manlier  ; 
but  I  do  think  that  if  noble  lords  refuse 
to  bestow  their  confidence  upon  the  go^ 
vemment,  the  plain  and  manly  course  for 
them  to  ijpllow,  consistently  with  their  owa 
fair  fame,  and  the  principles  which  they 
profess,  would  be,  to  call  openly  and  re- 
gularly upoil   the  House   to  express  its 
sentiments.     And  it  was,  therefore,  my 
lords,  that  I  hailed  with  pleasure  the  dis- 
tinct and  constitutional  motion  of  a  noble 
earl  (Winchilsea) ;  because  it  would  ena- 
ble us  to  come  jforward  to  your  lordships 
with  a  distinct  explanation,   and  to  sud- 
mit  it  to  the  test   of  your  approbation* 
And  I  must  say,  my  lords,  that  I  am.no 
less  grieved  than  surprised  to  find,  that 
the  noble  earl  has  not  yet  mentioned  adaT 
on  which  he  will  bring  that  motion  forwaro* 
If  noble  lords  will  withhold  their  confi- 
dence from  the  government  because  thejf 
choose  to  assume  that  that  govemmeiit  is 
formed  in  a  particular  way,  I  ask  those 
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noble  lotds,  fn  justice  to  us,  and  in  justice  i 
to  themselves,  and  to  the  consistency  of ' 
dieir  own  principles,  to  bring  the  question  ! 
fairiy  to  the  test.  And  then,  my  lords,  if 
we  are  not  able  to  satisfy  the  House  and 
the  country,  that  they  should  repose  their 
confidence  in  us,  and  that  we  are  fully  dis- 
posed to  use  our  best  endeavours  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  country,  in  tnose 
situsCtions  in  which  we  have  been  placed, 
kad  for  the  exercise  of  which  we  are  re- 
tponsible  to  our  king  and  to  our  country, 
you  will  tell  us  so,  and  we  will  bow  to  that 
decision.  But  it  is  not  fair  that  we  should 
be  thus  attacked  day  after  day,  by  inter- 
locutory questions,  which  can  lead  to  no 
satisfactory  result.  All  we  want  is  a  fair 
opportunity  of  entering  into  a  full  expla- 
liation  of  our  views  and  intentions ;  and, 
from  what  I  know  of  the  high  and  generous 
feelings  of  my  right  hon.  friend  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury,  his  great  anxiety 
would  be  to  have  that  opportunity  afforded 
«is,  so  that  we  might  be  no  longer  baited, 
day  after  day,  without  having  it  in  our 
power  to  shew,  by  distinct  proofs  whether 
we  be  or  be  not,  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  your  lordships,  and  of  the  country. 
'  The  Marquis  of  SaXithnry  said,  it  was 
rather  too  much  to  call  upon  noble  lords 
on  his  side  of  the  House,  to  bestow  their 
confidence  upon  an  administration  which 
had  not,  as  yet,  performed  any  act.  He 
had,  however,  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
that  he  should  look  with  the  utmost  suspi- 
cion upon  every  act  of  an  administration 
constituted  as  the  present  government  was. 
Some  of  the  noble  lords  who  were  in  that 
administration,  had  positively  stated  their 
wish  to  be  out  of  office ;  others  declared 
that  Uiey  had  joined  it  for  the  purpose  of 
furthering  a  question  which  was  not  to  be  at 
all  brou^t  forward,  at  least  as  a  cabinet 
question.  Others,  again,  had  remained  in 
office,  asthebestmeansof  securin^aProtes- 
tant  parliament  to  a  Piotestantkmg ;  and 
allthese  wereumtedwithabodyof  menwho 
bad  pievioosW  opposed  almost  every  mea- 
sure they  had  brought  forward.  He  saw 
these  thmgs  with  suspicion ;  and  they  in- 
dicated, he  thought,  a  change  in  the  prin- 
ciples, or  in  the  policy,  of  those  who  re- 
mained in  office.  It  was  far  from  his  wish 
to  have  addressed  these  observations  to 
their  lonUilps  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
noble  eari  wlio  had  caused  the  debate  fno, 
no !].  He  left  it  to  the  judgment  of  their 
Icffddijps,  whether  any  thing  said  by  hb 
^do4>raie  House  couU  jusufy  the  appU- 


cation  of  such  words  as  **  factk)us"  to  the 
Opposition.  Not  having  had  as  yet  the 
advantage  of  deciding  on  any  one  act  of 
the  government,  they  could  not  be  taxed 
with  being  a  faction.  He  distrusted  the 
minister  at  the  head  of  the  government; 
but  he  could  not,  on  that  account,  be  ac<^ 
cused  of  forming  a  factious  Opposition. 
He  could  assure  the  noble  earl,  that  it  was 
by  no  means  his  wish  to  suspect  the  mo- 
tives of  any  administration  which  had  re- 
ceived the  approbation  of  his  majesty.  In 
the  king  he  placed  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence ;  and  he  was  convinced  that,  if  his 
majesty  discovered  that  measures  were 
adopted  under  the  mask  only,  and  not  in 
the  spirit,  of  the  earl  of  Liverpool's  govern- 
ment, he  would  at  once  call  on  the  couti- 
try  to  rid  him  of  such  an  administration. 
And  if  it  was  not  for  diat  confidence  which 
the  country  placed  in  his  migest]^,  and  the 
conviction  they  entertained  of  his  firmness 
pond  cries  of  "  order"]— 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  rose  to  order. 
He  did  not  think  that  this  sort  of  conver- 
sation ought  any  longer  to  be  contmued. 
It  was  irrc«;ular  to  dlude  to  die  private 
opinion  of  his  majesty,  although  tne  acts 
of  his  majesty's  ministers  were  legitimate 
ground  for  observation. 

The  Marquis  ot  Salisbury  resumed ;  and 
after  some  further  observations  on  the 
course  which  he  anticipated,  concluded  bf 
stating,  that,  he  was  well  aware  that  such 
discussions  tended  to  no  good;  but  he 
could  not  submit  to  such  imputations  be- 
ing cast  upon  his  noble  friendls. 

The  Earl  of  DarltngUm^  in  explanation, 
denied  that  he  had  used  the  word ''^fao- 
tious,*'  as  applied  to  the  Opposition  of  the 
noble  lords  on  the  other  nde  of  the  House; 
thoueh,  if  he  had  done  so,  he  could  not 
but  think  he  should  have  been  justified, 
when  he  recoUected  that  a  nobU  duke, 
forming  one  of  Ae  Opposition,  had  used 
a  term  so  strong  as  that  of  **  profligate  mi- 
nister." 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  hedid  not 
hnow  why  any  noble  lord  was  not.  at  li^ 
beity  to  allude,  and  could  not,  \n  the 
forms  of  that  House,  regularly  allude,  to 
the  transaction,  for  attempting  to  speak 
of  which  his  noble  friend  had  been  called 
to  order.  If  his  majesty  had  thought  fit 
to  make  any  statement,  with  a  view  to 
tranquillise  the  country,  any  noble  lord 
was  at  liberty  to  ask  what  it  was ;  and  if  his 
majesty  had  done  so,  he  must  have  done  it 
on  the  adviee  of  his  ministcis,  for  in  that 
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Ho¥S^t)o  net  fii  bis  majesty  wa9  k«iOwo, 
but  fM  an  aQt  ludviBed  by.bte  mioiBters,  aod 
for  which  they  were  responsible.  There 
were  noUe  Iprds  nearhifD,  vfao,  taking, 
tb^  cue  from  their  former  cooductj  would 
.have  admowledged  their  respouaibility ; 
but  thpy  had  resigned  before  the  act  to 
.which  fulttsion  had  been  mads  was  per- 
formed; and  there  were  others  present, 
who  then  held  office,  and  who  had  not  re- 
-signed  since ;  and  he  repeated*  that  those 
.who  remained  in  office  wen  req>onsible 
for  the  acts  of  the  govemment  while  they 
.contii^ued  there.  He  had  only  addressed 
-these  observatioM  to  their  loroshipsy  be- 
cause  be  foresaw  much  ineonvenience  if 
the  right  of  aUuding  to  these  matters  wae 
not  regulated. 

.  The  Earl  of  Falmauik  said,  that  the 
noble  eari  opposite  bad  accused  the  oppo- 
sition with  being  influenced  by  a  wisn  to 
.dictate  to  the  king,  or  by  a  lore  of  plaoe. 
The  first  he  utterly  disclaimed ;  professing, 
.as  he  did,  to  be  as  loyal  a  subject  as  any 
in  the  kingdom :  neither  was  he  influenced 
by  a  InFe  of  place,  for  he  had  never  sought 
to  obtain  it  He  did  not  think,  therefore, 
that  the  noble  earl  was  justified  'm  attrir 
buting  these  motives  to  noble  lords  who 
disapproved  of  the  government  He  did 
not  pomplain  that  the  noble  earl  gave  his 
support  to  the  government  All  he  claimed 
for  himself  vras,  that  the  noble  earl  would 
not  interfere  with  its  opponeuts,  and  attrir 
bute  the  views  they  took  of  ^  adminis^ 
tration  to  impropei  motives.  He  had  a 
right,  as  well  as  the  noble  earl,  to  give  his 
.support  to  whopBsoever  he  pleased ;  and  he 
owned  that  he  could  not  support  any 
adn^inistration  in  which  he  did  not  place 
confidence*  There  were  many  accounts 
on  which  he  was  grieved  to  say  he  had  no 
.confidence  in  the  present  administration. 
Looking  at  the  means  and  powers  it  poa- 
sessed,  he  did  not  intend  to  say  that  it 
would  not  be  capable  of  servmg  the 
country,  but  he  must  repeat,  that  be  had 
no  confidence  in  it.  Holding  those  opi- 
nions, he  could  not  avoid  stating  them 
openly,  fairly,  and  be  hoped  in  no  unpar- 
liamentary language. 

Lord  EUsnborauph  said,  that  the  noUe 
ead,  who  had  mamfested  so  much  surprise 
at  the  existence  of  the  present  opposition 
to  the  new  admiuistration,  must  albw  an 
eoual  degree  of  surprise  to  be  felt  by  those 
who  witnessed  his  support  of  it,  and  who 
could  not  give  it  their  confidence.  That 
noble  ead's  support  of  the  adminislntiMi 


was  the  more  remarkable  at  the  pi ^ 

moment,  as  he  now  stated  that  toe  opi» 
ni6ns  upon  which  the  government  acted, 
were  those  which  he  himself  bad  enter- 
tained for  the  laH  thiity-five  yeais.  If 
this  was  the  fact,  it  was  rather  extraoidi^ 
nary  that  now,  in  tbe  eleventh,  or  mora 
prc^rly  ^leaking,  in  tbe  thirty-fifOi  hour, 
the  noble  earl,  for  the  first  time,  thought 
of  giving  them  his  support  That  At 
noble  earl's  present  support,  ihcn^ 
delayed  so  long,  was  not  perfectly  disin- 
terested, far  was  it  from  him  to  presume; 
but  he  was  a  little  too  early  in  showing  bb 
disinterestedness.  It  was  well  known  now 
that  the  present  soveoiment  was  merdj 
proviskmsl.  As  fSaces  were  not  yet  filled 
up— its  good  things  were  not  yet  given 
away,  and  some  time  must  be  suffeied  to 
elapse,  before  any  opinion  eould  be  formed 
as  to  the  inducement  of  those  who  sop- 
ported  the  administration.  The  lome 
eail  Imd  charged  those  who  opposed  the 
new  government,  with  being  actuated 
eithn  by  a  love  of  phoe  or  a  dispositifltt 
to  dictate  to  his  mqesty.  As  to  the  first 
of  these  chaiges,  lie  Imd  always  under*- 
stood,  that  those  were  nearest  place  who 
were  to  be  found  in  support  of,  fmd  not  m 
opposition  to,  the  government.  But,  if  the 
cnarge  was  to  be  maintained  at  all,  whk^ 
he  denied,  surely  it  was  least  of  aU  to  ha 
maintained  against  those  who  had  rt«> 
signed  places,  which  they  had  held  for 
years,  and  whose  resignations  had  been 
commented  upon  in  no  very  delicate 
language  out  of  doors.  As  to  the  other 
chvge,  that  of  a  disposition  to  diotats  to 
his  majesty,  he  merely  wished  to  say,  that 
it  was  his  majes^'s  undoubted  prerogative 
to  choose  what  mmistsrs  he  might  pkase ; 
but  he  would  also  assert,  that  it  was  the 
undoubted  privilege  of  parliament  to  ex* 
press  the  opinions  they  might  entertaia 
upon  the  ministen  he  had  chosen.  Now, 
wnat  were  those  ministers?  What  was 
the  line  of  conduct  they  had  agreed  to 
adopt  ?  The  only  matter  in  which  their 
opinions  seemed  to  be  uniform  was,  aa  to 
the  propriety  of  being  quito  tscitttn. 
They  would  not  say  any  tbii^  upon  anj 
subject.  They  would  not  even  tell  their 
kntthips-— what  was  as  notorious  as  the 
sun  at  noonday — that  thay  only  held 
their  places  provisionally.  Under  theaa 
cisoumstances,  what  opinaoii  could  ho 
formed  of  a  govfrnmeot,  when  it  was  not 
known  in  what  state  it  was?  Tbe  quae* 
tion  which  haitt  been  put  by  his  aoUo 
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firiaod  to  the  gofernmeixt  was  objected  to, 
as  it  seemed  to  kim,  very  improperly ;  for 
ke  was  of  opinion,  that  that  question  was 
but  a  preliminary  step  to  the  motion  of 
which  notice  had  been  formerly  givto. 
But  what  was  the  course  now  adopted? 
Why,  that  of  preventing  discussion  upon 
the  question  of  die  administration,  bj 
deprivine  parliament  of  the  priTilegfe  whicn 
they  uncbubtedly  ponessed ;  namely,  that 
ef  expressing  their  opinion  upon  those  who 
composed  the  ministry.  Tne  places  that 
were  not  now  disposed  of  were  to  be  filled 
up  when  the  busmess  of  the  session  was  at 
an  end,  and  when  the  parliament  had 
separated,  or  was  about  to  separate.  The 
desd  was  to  be  done  in  the  dark.  Thd 
good  things  were  to  be  disposed  of,  when 
there  could  be  no  more  questions  abbut 
the  matter.  It  might  be  very  convenient 
for  ministers  to  drop  all  notices  of  tnetion 
— to  give  a  silent  vote  on  all  questions 
proposed  to  them,  and  theft  to  separate. 
But  if  they  did  so,  one  whole  year  would 
foe  K)st  to  the  pubKc  service.  That  cirarse 
might  be  rery  cbnvenient  to  n&inlsters,  but 
it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  to  the 
public  As  to  the  conduct  of  those  who 
aad  gone  over  to  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  be  repeated,  that  they  must  vrait 
before  a  final  opinion  could  be  pronounced 
upon  them.  It  would  remain  for  time  to 
shew  whether  this  coalition  was  a  coalition, 
or  whether  it  was  merely  an  accession ;  or, 
in  other  words,  a  case  in  which  men  who 
had  long  supported  certain  principles, 
acceded  to  a  government,  at  the  heiui  of 
iHitch  was  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  who 
had  long  been  advocating  principles  ex- 
actly opposite.  He  had  imagined,  that 
there  was  a  difference  between  the  prinei- 

?les  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  those  of  Mr.  Pox. 
*hat  difference,  however,  was  now  tbo- 
gotten;  or  perhaps  he  was  mistaiken  in 
supposing  tint  it  had  ever  existed ;  per- 
haps there  had  been  no  real  disthiction 
between  theai>  and  nothing  but  un&vour- 
Me  circumstances  had  so  long  prdventM 
their  reflective  advocates  from  rushing 
into  each  other's  anas.  Hew  that  might 
be,  he  would  not  stay  to  inquire ;  but  he 
did  say,  that  their  lordships  must  Wait, 
before  they  gave  their  confidence  to  this 
government,  until  they  should  know 
whether  this  accession  had  arisen  out  of  a 
sense  of  public  doty-^whethet  it  had  been 
acoDttipanSed  by  perfect  disinterestednte 
-^whether  it  was  si  sacrifiee  of  private 
'fcding  to  the  public  beneflt-Msr  whethei  I 


it  was  a  vulgar  case  of  williug  {toStical 
seduction,  only  carried  on  with  a  littte 
more  tiian  orainary  regard  to  the  outer 
forms  of  decency. 

Earl  Spencer  said,  he  could  not  be  iitent 
after  sucn  an  attack  ak  that  which  their 
lordships  had  just  heard;  espeeidly  Wheh 
he  told  them,  that  it  was  his  intention  t6 
support  the  govetnment.  He  did  not 
know  how  the  noUe  lord  who  snoke  last 
could  think  of  complainmg  of  the  language 
used  towards  the  present  Opposition  by 
thcsupportets  of  the  administrtition,  when 
he  recollected^  that  it  was  only  a  few  dayl 
since  that  noble  lord  had  nfanself  put 
forth  a  dedaiAtion,  in  the  vtery  strongest 
language^  thai  he  would  offer  nothing  but 
kn  uncomjyromismg  resistance  to  the 
present  gevemnent.  That  noble  lolrd  had 
spokto  of  the  administration  vdw  exiting; 
as  only  provisional.  Whether  the  nobli 
lord  was  well  infbntied^  or  not  tt  all  in- 
formed, upon  that  silbject^  it  was  tiot  foir 
him  to  say;  but  he  must  observb,  that 
Unless  that  noble  lord  was  conecUy  in- 
formed, it  did  not  become  hihi  to  us6 
such  expresskms ;  for  metu  mmolirsi  ot 
newst>aper  reports,  were  not  fit  subjects  to 
be  introduced  to  their  lofdshipsi  R6 
should  not  inteHere  with  the  cbnduct  tjf 
noble  lords  who  opposed  the  adtninistratiou. 
He  would  give  them  that  credit^  which,  1^ 
the  bye,  £ey  did  not  seem  indhfed  io 
allow  him ;  and  would  suppose  that  they 
acted  from  very  proper  tnotivA.  Th^ 
n^le  loid  opposite  elanned  the  right  df 
placing  his  confidence  wherd  he  might 
think  fit.  That  ri^ht  he  was  willing  t6 
concede  to  the  noble  lord ;  bilt  then,  at 
the  same  titoe,  he  claimed  for  himself  aii 
equal  right  to  place  his  confidence  wb^i<b 
it  might  seem  bMt  to  him  to  lepofee  H. 
Withmit  wishing  to  prolong  this  conversa- 
tion— he  wouk}  not  stay  to  inquire  iMw  it 
had  arislfki-^it  ihd  his  wish  to  give  their 
lordships  a  short  view  of  the  grouhdH  oh 
which  ne  was  prepared  to  say,  that  h^ 
should  support  the  preseint  government  tfs 
lonff  as  they  acted  up  td  the  liberal  prhi- 
dpKS  whicn  they  no#  avowed.  To  hoble 
lords  who  pretended  an  ignorance^  of 
those  opinions,  he  would  put  the  question, 
where  nad  they  Hired  daring  the  last  few 
years?  Many  of  them,  especially  thoto 
who  now  supfKirted  the  adniinistratiott, 
had  a|yproved  of  a  number  of  the  miBasures 
of  the  late  govemmeikt.  Frdm  some  of 
tfiois  measures  ^ey — and  he  am\>ng  the 
sumber-^bad  expreised  their  dissettC  In 
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one  iDStance,  especially^  he  had  di£fered  | 
from  the  late  government.     He  meant  in 
the  support  he  had  given  to  a  measure 
to  which  that  administration  was  opposed, 
but  which  he  then  and  still  considered  as 
one  of  paramount  importance;   namely, 
the  measure  for  the  relief  of  the  Catholics 
from  the   disabilities  under  which  they 
laboured.     He  had  said  then,  and  he  now 
repeated  it,  that  the  peace  of  the  empire 
could  not  be  secured,  until  that  question 
was  satisfactorily  decided.    After  having 
expressed  that  opinion,  would  the  noble 
lord  opposite  charge  him  with  inconsistency, 
when  he  said,  that  as  soon  as  he  saw  the 
councils  of  the  king — and  he  used  the  ex- 
pression with  ail  respect  for  those  who 
were  the  subject  of  the  remark— deserted 
by  a  large  portion  of  those  who  had  pre- 
viously constituted  the  government,  he 
asked  who  were  to  succeed  to  their  places ; 
and  on  learning  that  those  who  were  to 
form  the  administration  were  those  who 
held  the  same  opinions  upon  that  para- 
moutit  question  which  he  espoused,  he  felt 
inclined  to  give  them  his  support.    The 
present  administration   was  said    to    be 
formed  upon  the  principle  of  lord  Liver- 
poors  government.     He  was  not  exactly 
sure  what  that  meant.     The  government 
of  the  noble  earl  was  founded  upon  ^  the 
principle  of  a  divided  administration.    On 
that  principle  other  noble  lords  might  put 
what,  construction  they  pleased ;  but  to 
him  it  did  not  appear  a  very  advantageous 
mode  of  forming  a  government.  He  thought 
so  during  the  existence  of  that  noble  earl's 
administration,  and  he  was  of  the  same 
opinion  at  this  moment     But  the  division 
then  was  especially  objectionable  to  him ; 
and  he  called  upon  those  who  considered 
the  two  administrations  as  the  same,  and 
who  might  charge  him  with  inconsistency 
in  supporting  that  which  now  existed,  to 
look  at  the  difference  between  them,  and 
then  to  say,  whether  such  a  charge  could 
be  suppprted.    In  the  administration  of 
which  the  earl  of  Liverpool  was  the  head,  it 
was  well  known  that  the  majority  were  hos- 
tile to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics ;  and  die 
noble  earl  himself  expressly  declared,  that 
he  would  not  concede  those  claims.  Now, 
when  he  thought  that  those  claims  ought  to 
be  gpranted,  was  it  not  natural  for  him  to  be 
opposed  to  a  government  acting  on  pre- 
cisely the  opposite  principle  ?    What  was 
the  case  at  present  f    The  change,  in  that 
leapect,  had  been  complete ;  for  that  part 
of  th«  latt  admiiustration  whp  had  bttn 


friendly  to  the  proposed  conceasions  wera 
the  majority  of  the  present  government,  at 
the  head  of  which  was. the  right  hon.  gen-* 
tleman,  who  had  long  been  the  persevering 
and  eloquent  aiivocate  of  those  claims.     If 
perseverance  in  the  endeavour  to  obtain 
what  he  thought  justice  required  to  be 
granted  was  worthy  of  confidence,  then 
Uiat  right  hon.  gentleman  had  a  full  claim 
to  his  confidence ;  and  he  felt  that  he  de- 
serted none  of  his  principles,  and  that  he 
was  justified  in  the  fullest  degree,  in  af- 
fording his  support  to  the  government,  so 
long  as   it  was  inclined  to  adopt  those 
measures  which  he  thought  advantageous 
to  the  country.    All  the  vulgar  imputa- 
tions of  sordid  motives,  and  of  profligate 
conduct,  seemed  to  him  highly  improper; 
and  he  positively  disclaimed  their  applica- 
tion to  nimself.    He  made  no  accusations 
against  those  whp  had  retired  from  the  go- 
vernment.   They  had  a  right  to  retire^ 
if  they  could  not  place  confidence  in  it* 
He  did  not  know  what  was  the  occasion 
on  which  it  had  fallen  under  their  censure ; 
but  if  it  had,  they  certainly  had  a  right  to 
mark  their  unfieivourable  opinion  of  it  by 
quitting  it.     He  would  not  speak  of  any 
concert  between  those  who  had  so  quitted 
the  administration,  nor  of  their  motives. 
He  was  willing  to  believe  that  they  had 
quitted  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they 
could  not  place  confidence  in  it.     Why 
they  could  not  place  confidence  in  it  he 
was  equally  unable  to  say ;  but,  while  the. 
right  hon.  gentleman  now  at  its  head  was 
in  favour  of  those  measures  of  which  he 
himself  entertained  a  favourable  opinion, 
he  should  give  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
his  support ;  and  he  trusted  he  might  do 
so,  witnout  incurring  the  reproach  of  de- 
serting those  principles  wnich  he  had 
hitherto  professed. 

Earl  Grey  rose  and  8aid:-^It  is. not 
possible  for  me,  my  lords,  to  abstain  boat 
saying  a  few  words  upon  this  occasion, 
because  I  assure  your  lordships,  with  the 
utmost  sincerity,  that  nothing  can  beao 
truly  painful  to  me,  as  to  find  myself  in  a 
situation  in  which  I  must  explain  those 
differences  of  opinion  that  have  separated 
me  from  those  noble  friends,  with  whom  I 
have  acted  throughout  the  whole  of  my 

r>litical  life,  and  for  whom,  at.this  moment^ 
entertain  the  most  sinoera  and  ardent  af- 
fection. Before,  however,  I  say  one  word 
about  those  differences,  I  must  distinctly 
disclaim  any  participation  in  the  opinioB, 
that  there  is  the  aligbteat  neeeaaity  for  laa 
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to  wait  the  progress  of  time,  in  ordet  to  be 
fully  convinced  of  the  purity  of  their  mo- 
tives, and  the  honesty  of  the  intentions, 
which  have  induced  my  noble  friends  to 
adopt  the  course  which  they  have  thought 
proper  to  pursue.  On  whatever  reasons 
they  may  have  founded  their  conduct, 
and  whether  Uiose  reasons  may  appear 
satisfactory  to  me  or  not,  I  am  certain — 
as  certain  as  I  am  of  my  own  existence — 
that  in  taking  their  places  on  that  side  of 
the  House — to  which  I  regret  I  cannot  ac- 
company them — nothing  but  the  most  per- 
fect disinterestedness,  the  most  sincere 
conviction  that  what  they  did  was  an  act 
of  paramount  duty,  can  have  influenced 
their  conduct  [hear,  hear!].  To  differ 
from  such  men,  at  all  times,  but  especially 
on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present,  and 
with  such  a  conviction  as  1  entertain  of 
the  purity  of  their  motives,  must  be  painful 
in  the  extreme ;  and  the  pain  occasioned 
by  that  difference  is  such,  that  the  agita- 
tion which  1  feel  at  this  moment  almost 
deprives  me  of  the  power  of  addressing 
your  lordships.  I  sit  here  now.  I  have 
sat  here  for  twenty  years,  with  at  least  but 
one  exception.  I  have  not  forfeited  mv 
right. to  retain  the  seat;  but,  although 
ruiked  among  those  who  occupy  the  Oppo- 
sition benches^  I  beg  not  to  be  class^  as 
one  of  those  who  are  now  forming  an  oppo- 
aition  to  his  majesty's  government.  I  am 
sure  the  noble  earl  who  opened  this  debate 
will  not  attribute  to  me  any  factious,  or  in- 
terested motives  for  my  conduct  I  dis- 
claim all  opposition  to  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment. 1  do  not  remain  here  with  any 
determination  of  that  sort,  but  because  I 
cannot  see,  in  the  principles  on  which  that 
government  is  constructed,  any  grounds 
for  that  confidence  which  it  is  necessary  I 
should  feel  in  it,  before  I  can  give  any 
pledge,  or  promise,  of  my  support  of  its 
measures.  Something  has  been  said  of 
an  attempt  to  dictate  to  his  majesty  in  the 
exercise  of  his  royal  prerogative. 

My. noble  friend,  who  advanced  that 
chaige,  has  said  many  thmgs  which  Lwas 
surprised  to  hear.  It  certainly  is  the  un- 
disputed and  indisputable  right  of  the  king 
to  choose  what  ministers,  he  pleases ;  but, 
over  the  exercise  of  that  undisputed  right, 
there  did  exist  a  control,  as  there  does 
over  other  acts  of  the  rojal  prerogative,  and 
that  control  is  vested  w  the  parliament; 
so  that,  if  the  parliament  does  not  feel 
that  the  ministers  of  the  king's  choice  are 
MKh  as  desenre  their  oonfidence,  they  are 


exercising  only,  on  their  part,  that  right 
which,  in  the  best  times,  and  by  the  most 
wise  and  most  virtuous  statesmen,  has 
been  frequently  acknowledged — ^the  right 
of  remonstrating  with  his  majesty  on  that 
choice,  which  appears  to  them  prejudicial 
to  the  country.  Although,  therefore,  the 
choice  of  ministers  is  an  absolute  and  un- 
disputed prerogative  of  the  Crown,  yet  it  is 
not  beyond  control ;  and  in  upholding  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  let  us  not  for- 
get, my  lords,  what  are  the  privileges  of 
the  people ;  and  that,  if  it  is  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  to  appoint  the  ministers, 
it  is  equally  the  privilege  of  the  people  to  ex- 
press their  disapproval  of  that  appoint- 
ment. For  these  reasons,  I  think  that 
those  who  have  declined  to  enter  into  the 
service  of  an  administration  of  which  they 
disapprove,  have  beenr  perfectly  justified  in 
their  conduct ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  a  rule 
so  clear  and  so  sacred,  that  I  think  they 
have  only  been  wrong  in  entering  into  any 
explanation  respecting  it  [cheers].  I  am 
glad  to  find,  from  these  marks  of  approba- 
tion, that  what  I  have  stated  is  assented 
to. — ^Then,  what  are  the  objections  enter- 
tained by  persons  who  might  fill  the  vacant 
offices  of  the  government,  but  who  have 
declined  to  do  so  7  There  may,  my  lords, 
be  many  objections.  I  have  heard  a  great 
deal  said  upon  this  subject,  which  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  precisely  understand.  I  have 
heard  of  objections  arising  from  persona), 
meaning  thereby  unjustifiable,  feelings* 
I  do  not  think  that  meaning  ought,  in  all 
cases,  to  be  affixed  to  the  word.  When  I 
am  odled  on  to  enter  into  the  service  of 
an  administration,  I  am  called  on  deeply 
to  commit  my  character  and  my  honour 
in  the  measures  of  that  government  of 
which  I  am  to  form  a  part;  and,  if  I  see 
that  the  person  who  influences  and  directa 
the  administration  is  one  to  whom  I  cannot 
safely  commit  myself,  I  am  bound  to  de- 
cline engaging  in  the  service ;  as  I  do  not 
feel  that  security  for  mv  honour  and  cha* 
racter  which  a  full  confidence  in  the  head 
of  the  administration  alone  can  give  mc 
In  that  sense  of  the  word,  a  personal  ob- 
jection may  be  the  soundest  and  the  best 
objection  Uiat  can  be  entertained,  and  to 
claim  the  right  of  questiorfng  any  one 
upon  such  objections  is,  in  my  idea,  a 
most  improper,  and,  I  will  add,  most  un- 
constitutional dogma. 

I  have  said  thus  much  on  this  point,, 
without  any  intention  of  defendiug  the  one 
or  the  other,  but  to  place  the  questioa 
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upon  MMtitMfentl  grou&dty  vltA  to  con-' 
iMid  ibr  th«  rieiit  which  ever/  than  ought 
lopotBessoverhitow&actioDt;  toattampt 
toatpfive  him  of  which  would  be  most  un^ 
eoftfidtutiooal  and  unjust.  And  now  I 
leuTft  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  return 
to  tha-obserrations  of  my  noble  fHend  op* 
posito.  i  again  declafey  that  I  fontt  no 
part  of  a  factious  Oppo^tion;  indeed,  I 
fonn  no  part  of  an  Opposition  at  all.  On 
the  contrary^  if  there  be  any  persons  in 
this  House  to  whom  my  principles  are 
more  decidedly  opposed  than  to  any  other, 
Ihey  ate  those  wnom  I  ha^  lately  heard 
profMag  themsdves  to  be  the  Opposition 
to  the  govemmetit.  Not  ouly  do  my  prin" 
dples  prevent  me  fttMn  wiehizig  to  ao  any 
thmg,  but  they  will  iaduce  me  not  to  do 
lanythtngi  that  may  promote  thdr  return 
to  power.  Having  said  this,  If  I  am  asked, 
whjr  I  do  Aot  support  die  present  adminis- 
tration, I  must  answer,  by  repeating  what 
I  set  out  with  saying-^that  I  cannot  see 
In  its  composition  those  grounds  of  confix 
lienoe,  that  would  entitle  m€  tt>  give  them 
^consistently  and  consoi^tiously  a  formal 
pledge  and  promise  of  support.  I  have 
beard  that  this  administration  is  likely  to 
promote  the  accomplishment  of  that  great 
4)Uestion,  which,  like  my  noble  friend  who 
spoke  last,  I  consider  to  be  one  of  para^ 
mount  importance ;  and  the  full  and  decisiye, 
and  satisfactory  settlement  of  which,  I  be- 
Itere,  with  him,  to  'be  necessary  to  the 

rMice  and  security  of  the  empire.  When 
say  thus  much,  let  me  not  be  supposed 
to  assert,  that  the  granting^  of  this  matter 
is  alone  sufficient  to  accomplish  eyery  thing 
that  is  necessary  to  the  tranquillity  and 
welfhre  of  Ireland.  Far  from  it  Alone, 
I  believe  it  would  produce  little  good. 
There  are  many  measures  which  must  be 
carried  into  e£(ect,  before  we  can  hope  to 
remoye  the  evils,  and  to  remedy  the  op- 
pressions, under  which  that  country  has 
long  groaned;  but,  without  this  leading 
measure,  it  is  my  firm  belief,  that  all  others 
must  be  inefiectual ;  and  that,  until  this 
•grSat  question  be  carried,  all  attempts  to 
ameliorate  her  condition,  or  to  improve 
her  character,  must  be  worse  than  useless. 
To  those,  then,  who  are  opposed  to  the 
granting  of  fliat  measure,  I  am  strenuously 
and  systematically  opposed,  and  fo  those 
who  support  that  measure,  I  give  my  firm 
and  cordial  support. 

But,  one  Of  the  grounds  on  which  I  re- 
fuse my  confidence  to  the  present  adml- 
nntratiott  is  this^I  do  not  see  in.  that 


administiation^-I  do  not  see  in  the  per^ 
sons  who  compose  it,  or  in  the  prmciplea 
on  which  it  is  understood  to  be  formed — 
any  thing  to  justify  me  in  supposing^  that 
this  question  will  adyance  one  step,  in 
consequence  of  the  change  to  which  they 
owe  their  places.  Is  it  not  true,  I  wiU 
ask,  that  they  haye  entered  into  an  en* 
gagement  with  his  raajesty-'^let  not  the 
House  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  that  I  am 
about  to  enter  on  fcMbldden  giouud,  or  to 
touch  upon  a  topic  which  the  rttfes  of 
parliament  exclude  from  its  discussions*-* 
that  they  haye  entered  into  mi  engage^ 
ment  with  his  majestV)  as  to  certain  dis^ 
tinct  principles  on  which  the  adminastrli* 
tion  has  been  composed  ?  We  heaid  at 
first  that  thb  administmtion  was  to  be 
formed  upon  a  i^nciple  similar  to  that  of 
which  the  earl  of  Liverpool  was  the  head. 
My  noble  friend  who  spoke  last  has  stated 
his  ignorance  of  what  that  principle  means. 
But  it  is  not  so  with  me— I  did,  and  t  do. 
Understand  its  meaning }  and  it  is  this  t 
the  exclusion  of  the  Catholic  question,  as 
a  measure  of  government.  To  that  prin- 
oiple  I  haye  always  been,  and  always  shall 
be,  st^ily  opposed.  And  I  now  ask  of 
the  noble  lords  opposite  to  answer  m% 
aye  or  no,  is  that  question,  or  is  not  that 
question,  to  be  proposed  to  parliament  by 
them  7  We  are  told,  it  is  true^  that  any 
indiyidual  of  the  gOremment  may,  if  he 
pleases,  propose  it ;  but  this  is  a  pririleee, 
and  not  only  a  privilege,  bat  a  right, 
which  was  never  denied  to  any  member  of 
lord  Liverpool's  administration^  or  of  any 
administration  that  oyer  existed.  Task, 
then,  of  the  noble  lords  opposite,  or  of 
anyone  of  them,  to  answer  me,  aye  or  no, 
has  or  has  not  an  engagement  been  en* 
teredtoto,  not  to  bring  forward  the  Ca- 
tholic question  as  a  measure  of  govern- 
ment ?  If  such  an  engagement  have  been 
made,  that  at  once  settks  my  mind ;  be- 
cause it  is  a  principle  which  I  haye  always 
opposed.  It  is  nothing  less  than  that 
which,  in  1807, 1  rejected ;  and  to  which 
noihmg  shall  ever  induce  me  to  agree — 
to  which  nothing  can  ever  reconcue  me, 
either  as  a  citizen  of  a  free  state,  or  as  it 
regards  the  oath  which  I  have  solemnly 
taken  to  the  king,  to  giye  him  the  best 
advice  I  am  capable  of  giying,  as  a  privy 
councillor.  If  this,  then,  be  the  principle 
in  which  the  new  mtnistry  are  agreed,  that 
alone  Will  preyent  my  pledgingf  myself  to 
their  support;  although  I  will  support,  fo 
the  utmost  <^  my  abilities,  an^  measwm 
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which  lends,  either  directly  nrtndirecdy; 
Id  the  gnmtiiig  of  this  gveat  question^ 
iriiich  I  consklar  as  more  important  than 
any  odier. 

but  there  it  another  consideration  which 
would  lead  me  to  the  same  conckision, 
B&d  prevent  my  giving  to  the  new  admi* 
nistradon  my  suppiort ;  I  mean,  the  prin- 
ciple of  divitton  in  the  cabinet  That  di- 
vision may  not,  it  is  true,  be  as  equal 
«lg^nsl  tlie  Catholics  as  it  was  in  the  ad- 
ninistraftion  of  lord  Liverpool ;  bnt  If  it 
he  mote  anequal,  when  I  see  the  highest 
law  avthority  in  the  land,  who  is  notori- 
OQsiy  adverse  to  the  measure  which  I  ad- 
lypcltte— end  when  i  know  ^at  his  extent 
aive  patronage  will  be  employed  to  gain 
opposers  to  that  neasute-^I  find  it  im- 
possible to  give  any  pledge,  to  become  the 
general  supporter  of  aft  adminisHation  so 
constructed.  We  are  UM  that  all  the 
other  gnat  ofices  of  the  Crown  are  filled 
by  tfme  who  support  thiB  great  question. 
rot  the  proof  of  this  asseition  I  must  be 
ttllowed  to  say,  ire  must  yet  wait;  for 
aufiBdent  evidence  of  it  we  do  not  at  pre- 
sent possess.  I  knew  tiiat  the  first  nu- 
iiiiter  of  the  Crown,  who  must,  of  neces- 
sity, possess  great  political,  great  civil, 
and  great  ecclesiastical  patronage—which 
patronage,  if  employed  to  bring  about  this 
most  dMirable  end,  will  naturally  have 
considerable  effect — is  the  advocate  of 
this  important  measure.  And,  so  ht,  the 
change  that  has  taken  place,  I  consider 
an  advantageous  change.    But,  if  I  see  a 

E*nct|4e  employed  to  check  and  conteol 
power,  I  must  be  allowed  to  wait  ibr 
evidence  before  I  can  proceed  $  to  perceive 
soihe  facts,  which  will  prove  something 
more  than  assertions.  Is  there,  then,  such 
Un  engagement  as  that  to  which  I  have 
referred  T  Will  the  noble  lords  otmosite, 
or  will  tiiey  not,  contradict  it?  If  it  be 
not  contradicted,  let  us  see  how  the  right 
hon.  gendeman  at  the  head  of  his  majesty's 

Svemmeut  will  stand .  He  wUl  not  bring 
It  measure  forward — ^but  he  will  employ 
all  his  abilities,  and  all  his  extensive 
patronage,  to  (brward  it;  and  he  will  do 
that  in  one  way  which  he  will  not  do  in 
another.  I  have  heard  talk  of  conspira- 
cies upon  this  occasion ;  but,  if  this  be 
the  way  in  which  this  great  questkm  is  to 
be  canned,  what  name,  I  udc  you,  does  it 
deserve  ?  I,  therefore,  my  lords,  find  my- 
self placed  in  a  situation,  which  makes  it 
quite  impossible  fbr  me,  feeline  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  rseoUectiog  what  I  did  i»  the 


year  1807,  feoolleetmg  what  I  «d  in  the 
year  1S09,  and  leosdlecting  what  I  wrote 
and  what  I  signed  in  the  yea?  1812-^1 
say,  which  makes  it  quite  nnposs&le  for 
me,  without  violating  evenr  pledge  aoid 
promise  I  have  given,  witnoat  breakjng 
every  undertaking  I  have  made,  without 
being  guilty  of  the  greatest  inoonsisteBcy 
—to  join  m  a  general  declaration  of  sup* 
port  to  an  adminisUation  such  as  tM 
which  is  at  present  f<H«ed. 

But,  there  is  another  question  to  whiA 
allusion  has  been  made  by  my^  noble 
^end;  I  mean,  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  country.  And  here  I  must  observe, 
that  I  know  not  how  it  has  hamened,  thai 
a  sort  of  contrast  has  been  hela  up  before 
the  public,  between  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  now  at  tlie  head  of 
hu  majesty's  government,  and  that  of  the 
individuals  wiUi  whom  he  was  recently 
assodatBd--his  former  coUeagocs  in  the 
administration.  On  this  subject,  I  must 
declare,  that  it  will  be  neeessary  for  me  to 
know  that  the  salutary  measures,  referring 
to  this  subjectp  were  carried  b^  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  not  only  without  the 
assistance,  but  m  spite  of  the  effiirts,  of 
those  individuals,  before  I  can  consent  to 
allow  him  the  exclusive  merit  belonging 
to  them.  I  am  sure  that  he  has  not  him- 
self led  to  the  holding  up  of  this  contrast : 
I  am  sure  that  it  has  been  owing  to  the 
indiscretion  of  his  friends.  For,  if  I  could 
believe  him  guilty  of  such  conduct,  that 
would  be,  indeed,  one  great  reason,  why 
I  should  refuse  him  my  support,  and  with- 
hold iirom  him  my  confiaence.  Let  us, 
my  lords^  for  a  moment  see,  what  has  been 
the  history  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
career.  The  right  hon.  eentleman  quitted 
office  in  1809;  upon  what  grounds  it  is 
not  at  this  moment  for  me  to  say.  He 
returned  partially  to  office  in  1814;  and 
soon  after  he  became  president  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  in  which  office  he  con- 
tinued until  1820;  when  he  i^n  left 
office,  declining  to  take  any  part  against 
the  late  queen.  Now,  during  the  wh<^ 
course  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  pub- 
lie  career,  there  is  not  any  man  who  has 
less  appn>ved  of  his  conduct  than  mvself ; 
and  I  Aerefore  ask,  whether  I  could  with 
honour— whether  I  could,  without  a  sacri- 
fice of  personal  feeling  and  of  personal 
character — eive  my  support  to  the  admi- 
ntstration  of  tiie  right  hon.  gentleman? 
I  thought  then,  and  I  think  stiU,  that  the 
fight  lMm»  gentleman  deserved  no  esehi* 
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sm  praise  for  any  liberal  act  of  the  late 
BdmiDistration.  Was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  his  colleagues  would  have  allowed 
themselves  to  be  dragged  into  any  mea- 
sure proposed  by  him,  in  which  they  them- 
selves did  not  perfjectly  concur  ? 

Things  went  on  in  this  way  for  a  time, 
and  then  some  alterations  were  made ;  but 
it  will  be  found,  upon  inquiry  into  the 
history  of  the  country,  that  they  arose 
more  from  the  change  of  time  and  circum- 
stances, than  from  any  exertion  or  support 
on  the  part -of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
^^^First  let  me  take  South  America.  I  was 
on^f  those  who  recommended  and  ap- 
proved of  the  recognition  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  that  country;  and  if  any  blame 
existed  on  the  subject,  it  was  that  the 
recognition  of  that  independence  had  been 
too  long  delayed.  But,  if  the  policy  of 
that  measure  was  to  be  learnt  from  a 
speech  published  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man ;  and,  if  we  are  to«  judge  from  his 
statement  the  reasons  which  dictated  it, 
then  I  say,  that  that  right  hon.  gentleman's 
speech  is  deserving  of  the  greatest. repre- 
hension. I  say  this,  because  I  find. that 
he  connives  at  the  invasion  of  Spain  by 
Prance — and  why? — Because  he  looked 
elsewhere  for  a  security  against  the  effects 
of  that  invasion.  Ana  where  did  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  look  ?  He  looked  to  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  to  this  country,  from 
the  separation  of  South  America  from 
Spain.  In  that  speech  the  right  hon^ 
gentleman  stated,  '*  that  he  had  called  the 
New  Wo;ld  into  existence,  in  order  to 
defeat  the  policy  of  France,  with  respect 
to  Spain."  From  this  it  appears,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman — ^looking  only 
to  some  beneficial  .commercial  intercourse 
between  this  country  and  South  America, 
was  ready  to  set  aside  every  feeling  of 
national  right  and  national  independence, 
la  that  speech  of  the  ri^hthon.  gentleman, 
there  was  much  to  inspire  me  with  respect ; 
l)ut  I  must  sa^,  that  there  was  also  in  it 
«nuch  to  inspue  me  with  a  very  different 
feeling.  In  the  first  place,  I  deny  the 
soundness  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
policy ;  because  I  do  not  think  the  danger 
to  this  country  less,  though  the  colonies 
"were  so  separated;  nor  is  it  true  that  it 
was  the  union  of  the  Indies  which  made 
4IS  so  jealous  of  the  connection  between 
France  and  Spain.  Our  jealousy  was  not 
founded  on  European  prmciples,  but  on 
ihe  military  positkm  of  Spain,  and  the 
-eoBsequent  dlanger  to  IreUmdj.  if  Sfain 


phould  be  in  the  occupation  of  France; 
The  danger,  then,  was  not  from  Spain  and 
the  Indies,  but  from  Spain  alone.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  took  to  himself  all 
the  credit  of  having  called  the  colonies  of 
South  America  "into  existence."  But^ 
how  stands  the  fact  ?  Why,  we  find  that 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence 
of  South  America  did  not  take  place  until 
two  years  after  the  late  occupation  of 
Spain  by  the  French*— until  after  the  per^- 
petration  of  an  act,  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government,  which  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  pronounce  more  base  and  oppres- 
sive than  any  committed  even  by  Napoleon 
himself.  Tne  occupation  of  Spain  took 
place  in  1823,  and  the  South  American 
States  were  not  acknowledged  by  this 
country  to  be  independent  until  1825. 
And  then,  my  lords,  I  say,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  assertion,  "that  he 
called  those  colonies  into  existence,"  was 
an  idle  and  an  empty  boast  [cheers  from 
the  Opposition  benches].  They  were  called 
into  existence  by  their  own  exertions—^ 
they  were  called  into  existence  by  the 
example  of  the  United  States  of  America— 
they  were  called  and  nurtured  into  existence 
by  the  united  wishes  and  encouragement 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  The  people 
of  those  colonies  had  so  far  advancea  their 
own  cause,  that  it  was  impossible  their 
final  independence  could  be  much  longer 
delayed. 

Having  said  so  much  as  to  my  own 
opinions  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  now 
take  leave  to  call  your  lordships'  attention 
to  what  the  right  hon.  gentlesnan  says 
himself  upon  this  occasion.  "  If,"  says 
he,  f*  I  allowed  France  to  occupy  Spain, 
was  it  necessary  that  we  should  blockade 
Cadiz?  I  say  no^  I  looked  another 
way  for  compensation ;  I  looked  to  another 
hemisphere;  and,  if  France  occupied  Spain, 
I  resolved  that  it  should  not  be  Spain 
with  the  Indies.  I  called  the  New  World 
into  existence,  to  redress  the  balance  of 
the  Old"  [cheers  from  the  Opposition]* 
Could  any  thing  be  more  idle  than  this 
empty  boast  I  Let  us  now  see  what  was 
the  language  held  by  the  right  hon.  gen-* 
tleman  to  the  Spanish  minister  upon  this 
very  question.  He  observes  to  that  gen- 
tleman, in  his  note  of  the  25th  March, 
1825,  ^'  Hie  separation  of  the  Colonies  in 
the  New  World  firom  Spain  is  neither  our 
work  nor  our  wishes.  Events  have  occurred 
in  which  Great  Britain  took  no  part>  but 
which  caused  theeepanitiDn  of  Spain  from 
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hjor  Colonieg    a  leparation  which  might 
have  been  pievented,  had  oar  advice  been 
taken  in  time/'    And  yet  this  was  the  man 
who  had  "called  the  New  World  into 
creation  ;**  and  observed,  that,  although  he 
had  allowed  France  quietly  to  occupy  the 
Spanish  territories,  it  mtist  not  be  with 
the  possession  of  South  America.      In 
•sno&er  part  of  this  despatch,  and  a  very 
long  despatch  it  was,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
ipan  says,  "The  undersigned  has  it  in 
command  from  the  King,   to  offer  his 
Majesty's  kind  offices,  for  the  purpose  of 
briM  about  an  amicable  a^lgem«nt 
between  the  King  of  Spain,  and  those 
Colonies  which  have  separated  from  him." 
Now,  after  all  these  statements  on  the 
one  side  and  on  the  other,  I  ask  your  lord- 
ships whether  I  can  fairly  place- any  con- 
fidence, either  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
or  in  the  government  he  has  brought  to- 
gether?    My  doubts  are  not  of  recent 
occurrence ;  but  still  I  must  say,  that  a 
lingular  coincidence  of  opinion  with  me 
has  arisen  even  this  verf  day.    Before  this 
debate  began,  a  question  was  put  to  my 
noble  friend,  the  Secretary  for  Foceign 
Affairs — ^wh^er  he  holds  his  office  pro- 
wionally  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  but  no  one 
is  better  qualified  to  hold  it  permanently, 
fior  the  inteiests  of  the  country-— ^respect- 
ing the  present  stale  of  the  army  in  Por- 
tugal, which  shows  the  difficulty  in  which 
that  small  anny  is  placed.    And,  while  I 
am  upon  the  present  subject,  I  must  state, 
that,  with  respect  to  the  British  troops  in 
that  country,  the  last  accounts  received  go 
to  prove,  tnat  all  our  measures  were  too 
t^y ;  and  that,  if  the  proper  course. had 
been  sooner  adopted,  there  would  have 
been  a  much  better  chance  of  its  being 
effectual.    I  must  confess  that  I  thought 
so  at  the  time  that  this  course  was  adopted ; 
and,  had  I  been  present,  I  should  not 
have  gone  the  lengths  which  some  of  my 
noble  friends  did,  in  giving  it  their  ap- 
proval.   At  the  same  time  I  will  also  say, 
that,  with  respect  to  the  influence  which 
such  a  proceeding  would  have  upon  the 
whole  of  the  Peninsula,  I  would  most  un- 
doubtedly have  supported  it,  had  it  been 
done  at  a  period  when  it  would  be  justified 
by  sound  policy  and  by  a  prospect  of  suc- 
ce8»--ra  consideration   which  should  be 
always  held  in  view  by  sound  statesmen. 
But,  feeling  that  we  are  embarrassed  by 
having  at  this  time  adopted  such  a  course, 
^d  that  we  are  likely  to  be  more  so,    I 
must  recur  to  those  measuiea  of  policy 


adopted  by  the  right  hcfn.  gentlemaii  in 
his  declaration  to    the    government   of 
France,  ''that,  come  what  would,  Eng- 
land would  not  interfere  with  the  invasion 
of  Spain,  although  such  a  proceeding  must 
be  considered  a  gross  infraction  of  the  rights 
of  nations."    And  is  it  not  well  known — 
and  I  say  this,  as  every  man  in  the  country 
is  now  informed  on  the  subject — that  one 
word  from  our  government,  on  the  prin* 
ciple  of  preventing  the  invasion  of  Spain 
by  France-^that  principle  which  induced 
this  country  to  oppose  the  views  of  Louis 
the  14th,  and  which  caused  our  resistance 
to  the  aggression  of  Napoleon— is  it  not,  I 
say,  well  known,  that  one- word,  resolutely 
spoken,  would  have  prevented  the  last 
invasion  of  the  French ;  which  was  as  bad, 
a&d  ^  as  unprincipled,  as  either  of  the 
former  ?  Taking  these  things  into  my  con- 
sideration— ^viewing,  as  I  do,  the  conduct 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  pur- 
sued,  both  with  respect  to  Spain    and 
Portugal — ^I  must  confess  that  I  feel  no 
ground  for  confidence  in  his  counsels ;  and 
further,  that  1  think  them  very  doubtful. 
Again,  upon  the  general  foreign  policy  of 
the  country,  I  fed  called  upon  to  state^ 
that  I  place  no  confidence  in  the  ridit 
hon.    gentleman's    administration.      Let 
those  who  difier  from  me  upon  this  pcMnt, 
show  me  a  single .  act  calculated  to  secoie 
my  confidence  upon  this  subject. 

But  it  has  been  said,  and  much  stress 
has  been  laid  upon  it  by  a  noble  friend  of 
mine,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  is  the 
friend  of  civil  and  rolieious  liberty.  That 
he  is  so  far  a  friend  of  religious  uberty  aa 
to  be  the  strenuous  supporter  of  Catholic 
emancipation,  I  am  ready  to  admit.  Thathe 
means  to  do  every  thing  m  his  power  in  sup- 
portof  it,  lalsoagree ;- but, giving  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  credit  for  this  disposition, 
I.  must  say,  that  in  what  he  has  done  in  the 
construction  of  the  administration  which 
he  is  now  forming,  he  has  done  more  to 
injury  that  question,  than  has  been  done 
for  a  long  time  by  any  individual.  If  he 
means  to  serve  that  measure,  the  course  he 
has  taken  is,  in  my-  opinion,  altogether 
a  wrong  one.  But,  leaving  that  for  a  mo- 
ment, there  are  other  tests  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  question,  whether  or  not  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  is  a  friend  to  teli- 
gious  liberty.  If  I  could  place  reliance  on 
the  public  reports  of  what  has  occurred  in 
another  place — and  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
th^ir  accuracy — ^the  right  hon.  gentleman 
has  proclaimed  hb  opposition  to  the  repaid 
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ofthtfltetMl.  Ott  what  principle  of  re* 
liffou^  Ubertjr  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
can  oppose  the  repeal  of  those  iisdess  and 
yery  annoymg  acts,  I  am  at  a  bss  to 
know ;  slill  less  ean  I  andersland  the  prin- 
ciple— if  pnaciple  it  be — if  this  opposition 
is  givea  with  the  yiew  of  promotmg  the 
CaSiotic  qvestioB.  In  what  waj-the  eon^ 
tiniMuiee  of  an  injustlca  to  one  sect,  can  be 
supposed  to<  aocdesale  the  removal  of  an 
injfuj  from  another,  I  am  unable  to  guess; 
unlesSy  indeed  and  if  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tfeman  acta  with  this  view,  I  am  sure  he 
win  find  hiwsctf  disappointed^tt  is  by 
ooniimiing  the  evila  which  the  Dissenters 
complain  of^  to  induce  them  to  make  eom- 
moa^ctuse  with  the  Catholics,  te  the  re* 
meival  of  vdigious  disabilities  in*  genend. 

So  mudi  for  leligiom  liberty  I  I  wiH 
new  say  a  word  as  to  Ae  right  hon.  gen^ 
tloMttJa  alleged  advocacy  of  crril  lH)tft^ ; 
and  t  must  own,  that  I  licuve- hoard  the  ob- 
chinition  with  miprisa,  if  not  with'  aato- 
nishment*  When  andwkere  has-dieyight 
hon.  gentleman  so  showtf  himself?  If  my 
reoeUactieii  of  the  events  of  the  hst  thirty 
yean  do  not  (hit  me,  it  wiU  be  found,  that 
there  has  not  been  an  ineasien  of  civil  li*- 
berty  during  that  time,  of  wbich  the  Tight 
hon*  gendMnaa  has  not  beem  the  promi* 
neat  supporter.  I<  will  notdwelton  hielmown 
(^position  ta  parliomenCarT  uiflMrm,  on  tile 
ground,  of.  whiob  some  of  my  noble  and 
half.  Mends  have  been  accused  fbr  giving 
their  support  to  the  new  administratbnr 
foi  that  IS  not  a  questioii  to  which  they 
are  pledged,  nor  on  which'^the  party  to 
vdiidi  they  belong  are  agned.  A^  to  the 
noble*  marquis*  (Lansdown),  ia  wbom  I  am 
disposed  to-  place  every  oenfidemse,  I  do 
not  feooUect  to  haive.  heard  him- ever  advo«> 
cale  that  measoiuifci  hisplaoe  in  parlia- 
ment; but  I  believe  that,  it  the  noble  mar- 
qnis  bea  reibimer,  he  is  the-  most  mode- 
rate of  all  moderate  refonnem  "nieques- 
tion  of  pariiamentmry  reftNWi  is  not,  I  ad^ 
mit,  saunifotmiy  supported,  nor  hasat  at 
piesentthe  public  opmion  so-  strongly  in 
itft  favour,  as  that  it  shouM  be  made  a  Mne 

B«  non  in.  ftmaing  an  adjniaistration. 

eie  was  a  time  when  the  expression  of 
my  opinion  in  ftivour  of  lefoiu  exposed  me 
te  obloquvv  But  I  still,  adhere  to  the  opi- 
nion wiiicli  I  always  entertained  on  this 
subject.  I  have  always  maintained,  that 
reibfm  ought  to  keep  pace  with  the 
match  of  &man  intellect*— that  its  pro- 
giemiuu  should  be  gradual ;  and  timugh, 
at  one  ttmoi  the idveefM^oTnob qiinioBs 


The 


might  have,been  desigimted  ae  traAoiooa, 
yet  it  is  a  consolation  to  me  to  find,  diat 
many  of  those  who  were  most  opposed  to 
me  eathis  subject  are  now  adoptmg  the 
same  course  on  many  important  questions^ 
It  ie  noty  then,  my  lords,  I  repeat  it, 
because  of  doe  right  hon.  geatibman's  op- 
position to  padiiameotary  relbnn,  that  I 
object  to  him  as  one  opposed  to  civil 
liborTf .    But  r  caanot  conceal  hauL  mj" 
self  tike  foct,  diat,  within  the  last  few  yeam^' 
▼cry  many  laws  Imve  been  passed  hostile* 
to  that  libect^;  and  to  each  and  everyone 
of  these  tiie  ri^t  hon.  geatleaatti  has  given 
his  efficient  support  ^  umI,  unlesethe  right 
hon.  gentleman  can  vstiace  his  steps,  oo«-' 
less^li^  can  eiase  some  of  them  which  still 
remain  on  the  Statute-book,  I  can  have  ne> 
confidence  in  him,  as  the  friend  of  clvtl- 
liberty.    These  is  nothing  mere  eavf  than' 
to  bring  the  opinions  of  the  right  hon*  gen^* 
tbma»ou  thiesufcgect  to  the  test    Tlien 
isnow  existing  on  the  Statute-book  one  of 
those  invasions^  of  civil  liberty  to  which  I 
Imm  alhided.    It  is  1ha«  whid»  miAss  the- 
second  oowvietien  for  a.  pohtical  lihelf  sub* 
ject  ttr  a  sentence  of  transportation— *tlie^ 
mos4r  flagrant  ^riolaiien  of  the  Ubertj^  of  the- 
pren  which  has  been  attempted  in  modern^ 
timeOi     Now,  thisis »  matter capiri^le  of 
instant  proof;    Let  my^noUe  fHeodi(the 
mavquieof  Lansdown>.enly  bring  forwaid 
»  melfon  ibr  the  repeal  of  thisact^  and  he* 
will  find  in^me  a  rnady  end  zealoue  sep- 
portss;-  but  I  fear  that  he  will,  atthesame 
time^  find  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman  an 
abfe*  and  zeatous  opponent;    It  is  on  these 
grounds  tlmt  I  feel  myself  bound  to  de^. 
dare,  that  I  have  no  eonfidence  in  the- 
admioiMMtion  of  the  right  hon.  gentle^ 
man*    The  sentimenta  I  now  utter  are  my 
own*    I  speak  oal^for  myself;  for  I  re« 
gret  to  say,  that  t  am  new  almost  wtth^ 
out  political  connections  of  any  kind*    I 
own  that*  l  feel  same  distrust  of  my  own 
judgment  in  finding  myself  opposed  t6 
some  of  my  noUe  and  lien,  friendsi  with 
whom  I  have  hitherto^  eoncuned  dniug 
thewhdeofmylife;  but,  if  it  beaconso- 
latiott'to  me  to  knosr,  diat  diere  aie  some 
whom  I  highlf  value^  who  still  conthiueto' 
think>  as.  I  de,  it  doe»not  diminish  my  le^ 
gvet  at  beinp  compellM  to  dissent  ftom  e» 
many  with  whom  I  formerly  acted,  and 
whom  I  still' continue  so  highqr  to  leopect* 
I  now  feel  myself  almost  a  solitary  mdi- 
viduaL    Nothing*can  be  further  m«a  vof 
iatentiott  than  a<  union- with-  the  party  in> 
on»oiitiott  to  goveroBMbt;  fer,-  fiom  tha^ 
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party,  Mi  ittosi  questions,  I  diSet  as  widely 
as  the  poles  are  asunder.  Neither  can  I 
jom  those  who  support  the  administration ; 
IB  the  eoBStrmction  of  which,  as  an  admb* 
nistration«  I  have  no  confidence.  The  only 
course  left  to  me  is  to  adhere  to  those 
principles  which  I  have  professed  through- 
out  Im;  and*  when  I  find  that  the  mea^ 
■urea  of  government  accord  with  thoK 
principles,  they  shail  have  my  support. 
When  they  introduce  matters  repugnant, 
in  my  opinion,  to  those  prindples,  I  will 
oppose  them :  but  I  depmcate  the  idea  of 
joining  the  standard  of  a  party,  as  a  party 
opposed  to  government.  Those  who  have 
done  me  Uie  honour  to  attach  aaiy  import- 
ance to  mjQfijuooB  are  aware,  diat  I  have, 
for  seme  years,  been  withdrawing  myself 
moie  and  more  from  a  diiect  interference 
in  tiie  politica  of  the  country.  Aa  long, 
however,  as  1  do  remain,  I  am  aaxieiiB  to 
keep  in  that  situation,  in  which  1  can  do 
iriiat  I  consider  the  most  good.  To  take 
a  mora  aothsa  part  in  paUk:  bnsineaB,  ie 
qnite  out  of  my  intentknt.  *''Non  eedem 
G^las,  noo  mens.''  With  the  noble  maN 
quis  I  ooacuv  ia  most  qaestkma;  aaA  to 
aim  I  wiU^  on  every  oceaskm,  gxae  my  sup- 
port, wfaese  I  conscientiously  caa ;  b«^  at 
the  same  time,  I  must  dedme,  Aat  I  wflt 
never  shrink  torn  opposing  any,  and  every 
measure  wbksK  I  cannol  honestly  and  con- 
sistently approve.  I  shall  not,  however, 
again  embaric  upon  the  troubled  sea  of  poli> 
tics,  upon  which,  attmy  life,  till  noat,  I  nave 
navigated  — *  Ood  knows,  with  how  litde* 
success ;  but,  at  Ae  same  time,  with  the 
consolation  ef  knowing  diat  I  havadone  so 
with  an  honest  and  approving  coucienee. 
— The  noble  eeri  sat  down  amidst  toad 
cheers. 

The  petition  waa  ordesed  to  lie  es  the 
tables 
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Qawu  Laws  Awswdkivt  BrLL.]  On 
the  moimn  Ant  taking  the  report  of  dus. 
bill  mto  ibitherconsiSeration, 

The  Earl  of  Jfa/Ms6Mrw  said,  liiaft  Us 
fteKnge  with  respect  to  tins  biU  were  veij 
stvoog,  that  he  wished  to  ^einte  his  senti- 
ments to  their  kndshipe.  He  was  aware, 
that  a  strong  feeling  prerailed  against  the 
prssent  system,  opr  aecount  of  its  being 
si^>posed  that  itpromoled  the  memasaof 
ovime.  Admitting  that  there  was  an  m^ 
cieas9.ui  the  number,  of  crimes,  hatboagbt; 


that  increase  kfose  from'  other  ekcam* 
stances  mther  than  the  Qame-laws.  A 
noUe  frienii  of  his,  not  then  in  his  niaee, 
had  takmi  the  same  view,  and  he  shoukl 
beg  leave  to  elucidate  it  by  some  letuna 
wUch  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 
Those  retuma  related  to  crimes  generally ; 
and  some  of  the  ooavictkma  went  as  fiw 
bad^  as  1810.  The  account,  however^  of 
the  number  of  convictuNis  under  tha  Qame- 
lawaonly  went  back  to  1817.  Ha  eoaU 
only  compare  the  wnmber  of  cenvktSons, 
thersftue,  under  these  lagra,  since  thiayser. 
In  1817,  the  nundiet  of  convielians  under 
the  Qame4aws  waa  one  hnadnd  and 
twenty^essen  7  and  ia  1826,  the  naaibss 
was  one  hundssd  and  twenty-^ght.  There 
was,  thei;elbee,  in  these  ten  years  only  a 
difinenee  of  onOb  Ha  was  awut  tiuit  a 
number  of  caavictions  nadei  the  Game- 
Uws  were  summary  t  bnt  he  thought  theis 
loidshipe  might  dedaee  from  the  eeasde*- 
tiona  atthaassiaeaihe  nnaiber  of  wammmf 
coawslisas ;  aadtiiesewas^  themfore,  no 
reason  te  believis,  tfialtbe  ktlerhad  m- 
cieesed  more  than  the  fassaer*  But,  if 
these,  was  no  moease  of  crimes  under  tha^ 
Game*laws^  theretwaean  ineseaaa  of  erimsa 
under  other  lawa^  and  if  other  IsRsa  wove 
the  eauseoil  mm  incnasaof  erisM^  those 
other  iBw»  must  hear  the  Uama  for  the  mu 
crease  under  them.  Aa  te  honw  sfeliag, 
fBit  exan^le,  it  had  incieaBed  very  aniek 
In  that  parrt  of  the  eoantry  where  b*  lised, 
horse-stealing  had  inaraasedsamneh,  that 
this  qpeciea  of  piopeity  could  haidiy  be 
secured.  Ih  1810,  due  number  of  convie- 
tions  ihr  horse«elsaling  was  fif^«ght; 
while  in  1826,  tlie  nupsber  was  one  handled 
and  twenty.  Thus,  while  the  convietiaaa 
under  the  Game-laws  had  increased^by  oaiy 
one,  theconvictsons  for  horse-stealing  had 
move  than  doubled.--*The  crime  of  sunpla 
lareeny  approximated  ^ery  much  ta>  the 
crimes  under  the  Game-laws;  and  he 
would  nest  call  their  lorddiips*  attentHNs 
to  the  oonvictbns  for  larceny.  In  1810, 
the  oonvictiona  fov  simple  larceny  w«a 
two  thousand  two  bandied  andsiity-nine; 
but  m  1826,  they  were  eight  dioosand  and 
eig^tyMme;  so  that,  in  diia  case,  the  i»- 
crease  had  been qaadrapled.  Hewaajae- 
tifted,  ftomlfaese  documents,  in  supnosaig, 
that  there  were  other  causes  at  work,  pro- 
moting' the  iaonease  of'  Crimea  than,  the 
Game-laws;  and  one  or  two  he  would 
briefly  mention  to  their  lordships.  A-gieat 
past  of  die  increase  of  crime  was  owhigv 
he  thought,  taihe  dlstiesseAstals  ef  our 
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peasantry,  and  tlie  want  of  employment. 
In  Wiltshire,  the  indmdoals  who  had  of 
late  heen  committed  were  of  a  different 
description  from  those  committed  formerly. 
They  were  young,  industrious,  healthy 
men,  who  were  in  distress  and  in  want  of 
employment.  Thev  had  been  reduced  to 
work  on  the  roads  for  half  a  crown  a  week ; 
and,  was  it  extraordinary,  that  men  in  that 
reduced  state  should  have  recourse  to  unlaw- 
fiid  measures,  to  obtain  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence ?  He  wiais  borne  out  also  by  another 
return,  in  thinking  that  the  Game-laws 
had  not  caused  an  increase  of  crime.  He 
had  obtained  a  return  from  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  in  which  game  was  very  extensively 
preserved,  which  would  illustrate  his  opi- 
nion. This  return  was  from  the  governor 
of  Bury  gaol.  He  found  that  the  commit* 
ments  m  1817  were  twelve,  and  in  that  year 
the  price  of  wheat  was  94«.  per  quarter ; 
the  next  year,  the  number  of  commitments 
was  eighteen,  and  the  price  of  wheat  83s. 
In  1822,  the  number  of  commitments  had 
increased  from  twelve,  in  1817,  to  seventy- 
eight ;  in  and  durmg  the  intervenin|;  period, 
the  price  of  wheat  had  been  fallmg  from 
d4f.  to  4ds.  per  quarter.  He  did  not 
mean  to  assert,  that  the  low  price  of  wheat 
caused  the  increase  of  crime ;  but  there 
was  some  analogy  and  some  connection 
between  them;  and  there  was  something 
in  this  connection  whidi  made  him  be- 
lieve, that  the  low  price  led  to  want  of 
employment^  and  both  together  led  to  the 
increase  of  crimes.  Another  circumstance 
which  he  thought  had  led  to  the  increase 
of  crime,  was  the  mcreased  consumption 
of  spirits  in  the  country.  During  the  last 
three  or  four  years,  there  had  been  several 
atrocious  crimes  committed,  and  most  of 
those  crimes  had  been  committed  under 
the  influence  of  intoxication.  But  he  did 
not  rest  this  part  of  his  statement  on  these 
drcumstances.  There  was  a  public  docu- 
ment which  proved  the  increase  of  the 
consumption  of  spirits.  In  1824,  the 
consumption  of  British  spirits  was  fifteen 
millions  of  gallons;  in  1826,  the  con- 
sumption was  twenty  millions  of  gallons. 
This  was  an  increase  of  one  fourth ;  which 
was,  he  thought,  enormous.  But  this  in- 
creased consumption  was  not  ronfined  to 
British  spirits.  Great  inducements  had 
been  held  out  to  consume  rum ;  and  great 
advantages  had  been  conferred  on  the 
owners  of  rum.  What  was  the  result? 
Why,  the  consumption  of  rum  had  in- 
crestsed  in  die  proportion  of  fire  to  eight 
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This  increased  consumption  of  spirits  was^ 
he  thought,  one  cause  for  the  iaciease  of 
crime.  But,  whether  this  was  the  case  or 
not,  it  was  clear,  from  the  returns,  that 
the  increase  of  crime  was  not  occasioned 
by  the  Game-laws. — He  would  mention 
another  circumstance,  which  was  curious, 
as  shewing  that  theory  and  practice  did 
not  always  agree.  There  had  been  a  great 
increase  tn  the  number  of  juvenile  offenders ; 
when  it  was  expected,  that  the  extensive 
education  now  adopted  would  improve  the 
rising  generation.  In  fact,  however,  the 
rising  generation  were  more  immoral  and 
more  vicious  than  preceding  generations. 
By  Mr.  Capper's  Report,  in  1824,  it  ap- 
peared, that  out  of  four  thousand  prisoners,; 
more  than  one  third  were  under  twenty, 
years  of  i^.  There  was,  he  believed^  a 
great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  causea 
of  the  increase  of  crime;  and  the  latter 
statement  was  to  him  a  proof  that  these 
causes  were  not  yet  well  ascertained. — 
With  respect  to  the  bill  before  their  lord- 
ships, he  niust  say,  he  was  at  all  times 
loth  to  make  a  total  change  in  any  system, 
though  he  was  quite  willing  to  look  at  the 
evib  caused  by  any  system,  and  willing  to 
lessen  them.  He  thought  he  had  good 
ground  for  opposing  this  bill.  If  these, 
laws  were,  as  tney  were  denominated,  op*, 
pressive  and  unjust,  it  was  impossible,  he. 
thou^t,  that  they  should  have  been  so 
long  suffered  to  exist.  When  he  reraem- 
bered  the  number  of  great  men  who  had 
presided  over  the  destinies  of  the  country, 
and  who  had  resisted  every  kind  of  op~ 
pression,  he  could  not  believe  that  wj* 
would  have  allowed  a  single  law,  much 
more  a  whole  system  of  laws  which  were 
unjust  and  oppressive,  to  remain  on  the* 
Statute-book;  To  the  bill  itself  he  had 
a  great  many  objections.  It  might  be 
desirable  to  legalize  the  sale  of  game ;  but 
when  their, lordships  came  to  carry  this 
desire  into  execution,  they  found  it  sur^ 
rounded  with  difficulties.  He  considered 
the  bill  likely  to  increase  preserves  of 
game ;  at  present  it  was  preserving  game 
which  made  the  Game-laws  at  all  produc- 
tive of  crime,  and  this  bill  would  mcrease 
this  evil.  At  present,  no  persons  preserved 
game  but  gentlemen  of  large  landed  pro* 
perty ;  but,  if  this  bill  pass^,  tenanU  and 
yeomen  would  become  preserven  of  game, 
and  the  evils  would  be  infinitely  increased* 
The  noble  lord  who  introduced  the  bid, 
seemed  to  think  only  of  large,  well-defended 
estates ;  but,  in  many  parts  of  the  cduntry. 
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ty  Wtti  much  rabdrricfed  ami  inter* 
mixed,  and  tti  such  cA^s  the  bill  would 
«dd  mudf  to  the  difficaltibs  and  evils  that 
eilsted  under  the  present'  lanvs.  Gentle* 
dien  now  went  out  shootings  by  sofferanee, 
<m  the  property  of  these  small  farmers, 
«nd  gate  them  a  brace  or  two  of  partridges, 
and  both  parties  were  satisfied.  But,  if 
fiih  bill  passed,  the  whole  would  be  reduced 
to  ar  question  of  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence  t  every  man  would  be  anxious  to 
make  what  he  could  by  game ;  it  was  a 
new  species  of  property  created  by  this 
law,  and  atttrt  would  be  no  more  shooting 
on  suffennce.  The  bill  would  be  of  no 
benefitto  any  body,  except  a  class  of  men — 
who  were  very  respectable  in  their -way — 
he  meant  country  attomies.  With  respect 
tn  the  inducements  which  the    present 

Sstem  held  out  for  gentlemen  to  reside  on 
eit  estates,  he  thought  they  ought  to  be 
eneouraged,  by  such  inducements,  to  re^e 
in  the  country^  He  confessed  that  he 
was  Mtached  to  old  customs,  and  might, 
pethaps,  be  called  bigotted ;  but  he  would 
much  rather  legislate  strongly,  and  would 
not  mind  making  a  harsh  law,  if  by  it  he 
<5ould  secure  the  residence  of  ^at  valuable 
dass  of  persons,  the  country  gentlemen, 
<Mi  their  property*  It  was  too  much  to 
condenm  them  to  the  solitude  of  the  coun- 
try, and  deprive  them  of  ali  pleasure  while 
remaining  there.  The  physical  character 
of  our  gentlemen  was,  he  fliought,  con- 
cerned in  this  bHI.  The  officers  for  our 
army  were  obtaraed  from  this  class ;  and 
lie  was  sure  that  young  men  who  went  out 
Aooting  and  hunting,  who  were  exposed 
m  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  who  rode  every 
day  twelve  or  fourteen  hours,  would  make 
better  officers  than  those  who  spent  their 
time  loungin?  in  the  streets,  or  sauntering 
dunng  the  day  from  one  <^b-hottse  to 
another,  and  passing  their  nights  where 
they  ought  not  to  be  passed. — ^He  objected, 
therefore,  to  the  wora  **  politic*  introduced 
into  the  bill ;  for  he  did  not  think  the 
jmpDsed  altention  politic  by  any  means. 
The  character  of  our  country  gentlemen 
itat  of  great  importance.  Perliaps  he 
ought  to  allude  to  the  Cbeb  which  had 
lately  been  directed  against  the  country 
gentlemen.  For  two  years,  a  system  of 
Bieli  had  been  directed  against  them, 
which  might  be  traced  from  the  daily  press, 

S^  to  wonu  which  were  the  production  of 
e  |;reatest  talents  in  Uie  country.    There 
was  a  regular  system  to  run  down  country 
gentlemen;  and  it  pervaded  aH  classes. 
VOL.  XVII. 


Ton  cbald  not  go  into  the  city  biit  yoa 
heard*  the  lord  mayor  pronounce  a  coal- 
demnaAion  of  the  Oame-laws;  while  hit 
loirlshtp  committed  the  fisherman  to  gaol^ 
who  employed  nets  of  an  improper  sizev 
and  cfostfoyed  the  whits  bait  that  was  to 
foast  his  lordship  and  his  brethren  in  theit' 
•olemur  excursions  down  the  river.  He 
objected  also  to  the  bill,  as  making  the 
cnme  of  trespass  more  difiicult  to  he  de- 
fined. The  biH  spoke  throughout  of  game, 
and  iM  its  clauses  applied  to  game ;  but 
be  would  arit,  what  was  to  be  done  when 
a  man  trespassed  on  the  land  of  another, 
and  shot  snipes  and  woodcocks  ?  He 
was  not  himself  a  sportsman,  and  therefor^ 
spoke  disifiteiestediy ;  but  he  thought  the 
mM  would  put  an  end  to  fox-hunting. 
Preferring  the  present  system  to  that  whidi 
was  iMt>posed,  he  would  move,  **  that  the 
Report  be  taken  into  consideration  this 
day  three  months." 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  opposed  the  bill, 
and  observed,  that  some  laws  were  repre- 
sented as  oppressive  and  unjust,  which, 
in  reality,  were  not  neariy  so  much  so,  aS 
those  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  amend 
^em.  Many  noble  loras  were  in  the 
habit  of  describing  the  better  sport  afibrded 
by  the  pursuit  of  game  in  their  younger 
days,  than  at  present ;  and  among  theatf, 
he  believed,  be  tin|ht  enumerate  the  nobl^ 
and  learned  loid  (BIdon)  who  lately  occu« 
pied  the  woolsack,  tt  was  not  by  the 
enactment  of  measures  like  the  presents 
that  snorting  could  be  irapr<yred.  He  was 
for  aohering  to  those  institutions  which 
had  stood  the  tei/t  of  time,  and  were  found 
beneficial  in  their  efiieets.  Noble  k>rds 
might  desire  to  dig  a  pit,  and  shorel  into 
it  the  fruits  of  hy-gone  experience ;  but 
he  would  vote  for  keeping  a  little  experi- 
ence above  ground,  and  was  for  throwing 
the  present  bill  out  of  their  lotdship^ 
House^-or,  if  by  no  other  opening,  o«t  of 
the  window.  He  would  Ao  so,  because 
he  felt  convinced  that,  so  far  from  efiecfting 
a  decrease  in  crime,  it  would  go  far  to 
complete  the  demoralization  of  the  coun^ 
try,  as  k  regarded  the  conduct  of  the  lo%er 
classes  of  the  agricultural  population. 

The  Eari  of  Eidon  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  this  subject,  the  more  espe- 
cially as,  in  the  days  of  his  youth,  he  had 
been,  probably  as  great  a  poacher  as  any 
other  person  upon  the  lands  of  the  noble 
lord  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  and 
to  whom  this  was,  perhaps,  the  best  mo- 
ment to  ofier  an  apology    [a  laugh].    He 
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thought  he  should  hardly  be  performing 
his  duty,  if  he  permitted  this  bill  to  pass 
through  the  House  without  pointing  put 
some  objections  which  he  had  to  the 
clauses  in  a  legal  point  of  view.  Some 
of  those  clauses  were  so  worded,  that,  if 
they  were  not  amended,  they  would  be 
productive  of  infinite  mischief.  One  of 
the  clauses  to  which  he  objected  was  that 
which  regarded  the  tipprehension  of 
poachers ;  and  when  their  lordships  recol- 
lected how  very  little  would  reduce  the 
crime  of  murder  to  that  of  mandaughter, 
he  thought  they  ought  to  pay  some  atten* 
tion  to  this  matter.  It  seemed  to  him, 
that,  as  the  bill  was  now  framed,  it  was 
calculated  rather  to  increase  crime  than 
to  prevent  it ;  while  the  assembling  of  game 
in  large  quantities  within  small  limits,  it 
did  not  pretend  to  touch.  He  hoped  long 
to  enjoy  the  old  mode  of  sporting,  but  if 
their  lordships  did  nothing  to  prevent  the 
present  practice  of  battue  shooting,  he 
should  be  disappointed  in  hb  hope ;  and 
they  would  do  nothing  to  diminish  the 
amount  of  crime.  The  wording  of  the 
clauses  he  objected  to  might  be  amended, 
but  he  certainly  should  oppose  the  bill  in 
any  manner  in  which  it  might  be  altered, 
unless  it  went  to  destroy  that  kind  of 
sporting  to  which  he  had  alluded.  His 
lordship  then  alluded  to  an  opinion  very 
prevalent,  that  those  who  started  game  on 
their  own  land  mig^t  pursue  it  upon  the 
land  of  another,  thou^  they  were  not  at 
liberty  to  start  it  there.  Of  thisopmion 
he  had  once  experienced  an  instance.  He 
had  gone  out  shooting  upon  his  poney ; 
and,  when  he  had  been  out  some  time,  he 
heard  a  shot  from  behind  a  hedge,  near 
which  he  had  gone  when  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  game.  As  the  field  from  whence  the 
shot  proceeded  was  in  his  manor,  or  re- 
putea  manor,  he  proceeded  thither,  and 
found  two  gentlemen,  each  att^ded  by  a 
servant.  He  inquired  of  those  gentlemen 
how  it  was  they  came  to  trespass  upon 
that  manor;  when  they  answered,  that 
they  were  no  trespassers,  as  they  had 
started  the  game  on  another  manor,  and 
pursued  it  were.  Upon  hearing  this,  he 
turned  lawyer,  and  told  them  they  had  no 
right  to  do  so ;  but  the  only  repiy  he  re- 
ceived was  a  desire  that  he  would  go  to  his 
master,  lord  Eldon,  and  inquire  about  that 
matter,  when  he  would  find  himself  mis- 
taken. He  acquainted  the  gentlemen 
with  the  fact,  that  he  was  himself  lord 
Eldon,  and  that  such  was  his  opinion  upon  | 


the  matter  ;*  and  he  added,  that,  aa  h» 
had  given  them  a  little  disagreeable  law,, 
he  would  then  give  them  an  agreeable- 
day's  shooting,  which  he  desired  them  to 
take  at  their  pleasure.    Now,  he  wished- 
to  know  in  what  sort  of  situation  he  should 
have  been,  had  he  attempted  to  do  that; 
which  this  bill  empowered  him.  to  do^ 
namely,  to  take  these  men  into  custody  ? 
When   men  met  men  armed,   as   they* 
generally  were  when  engaged  in  the  pur-* 
suit  of  game,  it  became  an  important 
inatter  clearly  to  settle,  in  what  way  the 
offending  party  should  be  dealt  with  ;  and 
by  so   domg  to  avoid  hearing  of  sucb, 
lamentable  cases  aa  had  occurrad  daring- 
the  last  assises ;  and  to  prevent  men  from 
being  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  muider^ 
before  they  well  knew  what  they  weie« 
about.     If  the  House  should  determitte. 
on  passing  the  bill,  he  had  no  objection  ta 
assist  in  amending  it ;  but  he  could  not, 
vote  for  it  himself. 

Lord  Dacre  said,  he  should  give  hta 
support  to  the  bill,  which  he. was  con* 
vinced  would  go  to  diminbh  the  amount- 
of  crime.  He  admixed  the  principle  of  it; ' 
which,  to  his  mind,  seemed  founded  ift 
perfect  justice — he  meant  that  principle 
which  gave  to  a  man  who  caught  game  on 
his  land  destroying  hisproperty  the  right 
to  kill  that  game.  Tnat  prmcipJe  ad* 
mitted  a  right  which  he  thought  bdonged 
as  strictly  to  the  poorest  cottager  in  the 
kingdom,  as  to  the  proudest  peer  in  that. 
House.  Some  noble  lords  haa  spoken  of 
the  present  laws,  as  if  they  did  not  increase 
the  amount  of  crime.  He  could  assure, 
the  House,  that  returns  did  exist,  which- 
proved,  beyond  all  question,  that  they  had. 
increased  the  amount  of  crime.  In  one  year, 
no  less  than  one  thousand  three  hundred 
persons  had  been  impriscmed  for  infractions 
of  the  Game-laws ;  and  among  them  were 
probably  men  who  were  thus  introduced 
for  the  first  time  to  crime  and  profligacy.. 
They  went  in  guilty  of  no  other  oronce 
than  that  of  poaching;  and  they  weie 
turned  out  or  gaol  accomplished  and 
decided  thieves.  The  problem  of  the  uiuw 
pi;eoedented  increase  of  crime  was  hardly 
to  be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way  than 
by  supposing  that  the  most  enterprising 
youth  among  the  peasantry,  induoed  by 
the  temptation  of  advantage,  and  not  re^ 
strained  by  the  belief  that  they  were  vio* 
lating  the  laws  of  property,  engaged  in. 
the  practice  of  poaching,  for  wUch  they, 
were  thrown  into  gaol,  mixed  with  the 
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WotPlot  fdons;  and,  when  turned  out, 
proved  to  have  been  aednoed  by  their  pro* 
njgnle  companiosB,  to  devote  their  ener- 
gies to  the  practice  of  crime.  NoW|  he 
waa  ootoviaoed  that,  if  this  bill  waa  passed, 
that  efiect  coohi  not  take  place ;  ibr  the 
peaaaDtnr  would  respect  tluit  property  in 
game,  which  they  fonnd  Tested  equally  in 
5u  tlM  owners  of  die  soil,  as  much  as  they 
lespected  the  property  of  fhrmers  in  the 
fowb  of  their  &im*yuds.  It  was  impose 
triUe,  in  the  present  state  of  society,  but 
that  the  vast  riches  of  personal  propeity 
would  command  the  luxuries  which  the 
present  law  sought  to  place  beyond  the 
leach  of  individMls  who  were  unqualified. 
He  uadeiatood  that  it  was  impossible  for 
a»y  man  to  carry  on  the  biuiness  of  a 
poulterer  in  London,  unless  he  consented 
to  transgress  the  laws  of  his  country  for 
the  aeccmimodation  of  his  customers,  by 
piocurittg  eame  for  them. 

The  Mn  of  Harrwoby  fully  concurred 
with  the  noble  lord  in  the  grounds  on 
which  the  present  bill  was  entitled  to  sup- 
pcHt.  The  returns  alluded  to,  proyed 
two  things ;  first,  the  comparative  increase 
of  crime  within  the  last  three  years ;  and 
secondly,  that  the  positive  amount  of 
crime  was  hardlj  to  be  accounted  for  on 
any  other  princ^e  than  that  of  the  ex- 
istence of  these  laws.    The  second  fact 

« 

was  fully  to  be  accounted  for,  on  the 
ground  stated  by  the  noUe  lord.  With 
regard  to  the  first,  he  had  carefully  ex- 
amined the  returns,  and  he  found  that,  in 
the  last  three  years,  there  had  been  im* 
prisimed  no  less  a  number  than  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred,  committed  solely  for 
o&nces  against  the  Game-laws.  Now, 
upon  looking  back  to  the  years  1810, 
1811,  and  1812,  the  number  only  amount- 
ed to  four  hundred  and  sixty.  The  in- 
crease, therefore,  had  been  nearly  tenfold 
within  die  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 
Great  as  noble  knis  might  think  was 
die  amount  of  increase  in  the  other 
Inaaches  of  crime,  he  might  defy  them  to 
prove  that  it  was  aa  great  as  in  this.  He 
thought  it  was  inmomible,  after  the  proof 
thus  obtained,  that  noble  fords  should 
hesitate  in  performing  a  moral  duty,  in 
doing  all  they  fiossibly  could  to  put  a 
atop  to  the  continuance  of  those  crimes 
which,  he  contended,  were  a  consequence 
of  the  present  system.  The  crimes  to 
whidi  he  alluded  were  only  crimes  by  the 
authority  of  law,  and  had  been  created 
for  the  indnigeace  cf  a  particolar  class 


of  persons.  They  were  crimes,  too,  that 
without  moral  turpitude  condemned  men 
to  a  prison  and  their  familieato  wretched-* 
ness ;  and  thus  burthened  the  parishes  of 
the  country  with  grievous  expenses. 

The  Earl  of  Faimouth  thondit  it  wouU 
be  very  easy  to  amend  the  bill,  as  to  the 
description  of  the  required  qualification; 
but  tmit  was  not  the  only  difficulty  he  felt* 
He  objected  to  the  bill  itself;  and  with 
respect  to  what  had  been  said  regarding 
the  right  of  aU  men  to  kill  game  found  on 
their  land,  he  thought  it  would  be  most 
dangerous  to  ackiMowledge  such  a  right; 
which  certainly  was  not  required  on  the 

Siind  of  compensation,  for  nobody  would 
y  that  it  was  always  afforded  to  the 
poor  occupier  of  land  by  the  wealthy  man, 
whose  game  had  injured,  the  others  pro- 
perty. He  thought  the  best  mode  of  pre* 
veutmg  the  evils  now  complained  of  would 
be^  to  give  to  the  present  possessors  of 
game  the  right  of  empowering  others  to 
sell  it. 

Earl  Orosvenor  was  of  opinion,  that 
this  bill  ought  to  nass  into  a  law,  and  that 
the  country  owed  infinite  obligations  to 
the  noble  lord  who  had  introduced  iL 
He  would  not  say  that  it  would  put  an  end 
to  the  evils  of  the  present  system ;  but  he 
believed  it  would,  and  he  should  therefore- 
support  it.  It  was  impossible  to  draw  up 
such  a  bill  without  faUing  into  technical 
errors,  and  the  wonder  was,  that  there 
were  so  few  in  the  present  bill. 

Lord  IFAamc^ijfe  acknowledged,  that  he 
was  not  certain  that  this  bill,  if  passed  into  a 
law,  would  put  an  end  to  poaching;  but 
he  believed  it  would  have  that  effect,  and 
the  want  of  certainty  in  this  respect,  did 
not  appear  to  him  to  be  an  objection  to  iu 
All  such  laws  were  matters  of  speculation, 
until  after  their  effects  had  been  tried. 
He  thought  it  woukl  be  utterly  impossible, 
wholly  to  do  away  with  poaching.  As  long 
as  game  was  to  be  found  there  would  be 
poaching,  in  die  same  way  that  as  long 
as  there  existed  property  there  would  be 
thieves ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  diminish  both  as  much  as  possible ; 
and  this,  he  believed,  might  be  effected 
with  regard  to  poaching,  if  the  House 
would  pass  this  bdl,  which  he  thought  to 
be  fouiided  upon  just  and  rational  grounds ; 
while  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the 
existing  laws  upon  that  subject  were  both 
oppressive  and  unjust.  The  technical  ob- 
jections to  die  bill  could  be  amended  in 
the  committee ;  and  it  was  strange,  that, ' 
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ftmong  til  the  objections  that  had  been 
brought  forward,  not  one  noble  lord  had 
thought  fit  to  declare  it  unnecessary,  by 
defending  the  present  stale  of  the  law. 
They  all  seemed  to  admit,  that  die  present 
laws  were  anomalous  and  absurd ;  and  to 
that  he  would  add,  that  they  were  oppres- 
siTOw  He  had  brought  in  this  bill  to  re- 
medy those  objections.  He  had  gone  to 
the  possession  of  land  as  the  fifcst  s^mdard 
of  qualification.  He  might  be  asked,  if 
every  man  who  possessed  a  small  quantity 
of  land  should  have  liberty  to  shoot  the 
game  found  upon  it,  and  his  answer  was  in 
the  affinnatiy^.  At  least,  such  would  be 
justice ;  but  the  limit  of  the  quaU6cation, 
in  the  extent  and  value  of  the  land  tliat 
was  to  give  thatliberty>  might  b^  discussed 
in  the  committee.  His  lonlship  remarked 
upon  the  absurdity  of  the  present  system, 
with  regard  to  convictions,  and  with  re* 
spect  to  the  safety  they  afforded  to  one 
man,  if  he  was  vnlling  to  inform  against 
another.  Such  laws  were  ridiculous  in 
tikemselves,  and  only  calculated  to  make 
mankind  unite  in  feeling  with  the  poacher, 
instead  of  being  ranged  against  him. 
He  wished  to  get  rid  of  such  absurdi- 
ties in  legislation.  He  admitted,  that 
some  parts  of  the  bill  might  require  recon- 
sideration ;  but  he  had  no  doubt,  with  ^e 
assistance  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
lately  on  the  woolsack,  and  that  of  the 
lord  chief  justice  of  the  Couit  of  KmgV 
bench,  whom  he  was  glad  to  see  amongst 
them,  all  the  technical  difficulties  could  be 
overcome,  and  the  qualification  could  be 
so  described  as  to  give  the  right  of  shoot- 
ing game  to  the  person  for  whom  he  in- 
tended it — the  owner  of  the  soil.  He 
would  merely  add,  that  those  who  were 
not  owners  of  land,  and  who  wished  to 
sell  game,  should  take  out  a  ceitifiGate  in 
the  same  manner  as  at  present. 

The  House  then  divided ;  when  there  ap- 
peared; in  fevour  of  lord  Malmesbur/s 
Amendment  30;  Against  it  29.  The  bill 
was  accordingly  thrown  out. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  May  11. 
New  Admikistratiok — ^Test  Act^- 
SupPLiEs.]  •  Mr*  Beaumont^  seeing  the 
Secretary  of  State,  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment in  his  place,  for  the  first  time,  wished 
to  ask  him  whether  he  considered  his  ap* 
pointment  only  provisional,  or  in  what 
light  he  viewed  his  nomination  to  the 
office  he  now  held  ? 


Mr.  SiwrgeB  Awnieicnbed^  that  he  hM 
the  office  of  Secietaryof  matelbr  the  Htam 
DepartiMnt  as  lon^  aa  it  pleased  his^  mtt^ 
jesty  to  retain  him  m  it. 

Mr.  Beaumont  expressed  hamrif  not*  at 
all  satiBfkd  at  this  renly,  and  slated,  that> 
m  consequence  of  it,  he  felt  hinmlf  bowmt 
to  bring  before  the  House'  a  moUmi  m- 
specttng  the  manner  in  %hich  the  offiee  of 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  and 
other  offioea  were  at  present  held. 

An  hon.  member  aslDed  lord  J.  Rnsssfr, 
whether  it  waa  his  intention  to  bringlbr^ 
ward  his.  motion  fbv  the  Repeal  of  the  TM 
and  Oorporatioo  ^cts 

Lord  «A  Rweteil  said^  he  wa»  perfiMtH 
seady  to  answer  the  qaestkm  which  had 
been  just  pot  to  him.  He  had  been  ^ 
plied  to,  by  many  of  those  respectable  per^ 
sons  who  were  aggrieved  by  the  Test  end 
Corpomtion  acta  to  bring  ftMrws^  a  mo^ 
tion  for  the  repeal  of  those  acts,  which  fae 
moat  willingly  undertook  to  do ;  and  gave 
notice  of  a  motion  accordingly.  He  had 
been  informed,  that,  since- Ik^  late  change 
in  the  administration,  many  of  the  leadbig 
men  among  them  were  consulting  whether 
it  might  not  prove  injasious  to  the  caused 
of  civil  and  retigmus  lH>erty  generally,  to 
urge  their  claims  at  this  present  moment.' 
He  had  taken  measures  to  ascertain  what 
were  their  real  sentiments-  on  that  heada 
As  yet  he  had  received  no  regular  answer^ 
but  he  understood  that  the  opmion  of  t!^ 
most  of  them  was,  that  their  ^ase  should 
be  feirly  stated  to  the  House,  and  the  pub^ 
lie ;  but  that,  as  to  the  time  when  it  shoukl 
be  brought  forward,  they  weie  desirous  to 
consult  those  who  were  friends  to  theif 
cause,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  senti-' 
ments  about  the  time  which  would  be 
best.  He  thought  these  sentiments  did 
them  the  highest  honour,  since  thev  there-* 
by  prefened  the  cause  of  general  liberty  txy 
any  partial  oomiderations.  For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  that,  even  wkh  refmncrf 
tx>  the  cause  of  general-  liberty,  civfi!  «id 
retigkms,  the  point  <mghtto  be  moved  on 
the  day  whioh  ne  had  fixed  Ibr  brings  it 
forward,  and  he  therefore  was  perfeiMfy 
willing  to  persevere  in  it  cm  his  o#tt  re^ 
^nsibility,  ahhengh  he  would  not  pro* 
oeed  without  their  consent.  Unless,  diere^ 
fore,  he  should  hear  from  them  a  decided' 
opinion  to  the  contrary,  he  would  btktg 
forward  his  motion  for  the  repeal  of  ^tkf 
Test  and  Corporetkm  acts,  on  the  7tli  of 
June  next 
li    Mr.  ifirn^ i»oved(  Ant  the  Hoose  re^ 
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0«  tlie  qapttioii,  Attt  the  Speaker  Irnrn 
Ihecbair, 

..  ^  JAmo^  LethMidge  md,  th^t  it  waa 
hk  MftfiOtion  to  detniii  the  Hoiue  with  only 
%  &w  wonk*  He  would  only  ask  the 
^bwcellor  of  the  Sxcheq1|^r  a  few  quea- 
|iona»  which  he  sight  aniwer  or  not,  at 
he,  pleaeed.  But*  if  answer  the  right  hon* 
Ifaitftlemao  ohoae  to  give,  he  trusted  that 
It  would  be  oouched  in  language  oon«* 
fbtmable  to  the  usata  of  former  ministeia 
W  auch  oecaaioBB.  He  trusted  that  he 
would  answer  in  su^h  a  tone  and  maaser 
Ha  hacasae  Ifee  miiuBtfers  of  the  Crown 
when  they  were  questioned  by  the  mem- 
bftt  of  that  Housei  who  felt  it  their  duty 
to  put  questions  to  those  miaislers  from 
time  to  tisse^  according  to  the  usage  of 
padiament*  He  had  quite  as  good  a  right 
to  put  questions  to  them,  as  t^  had,  to 

S*ve,  or  to  refuse  to  gtve^  answers  as  they 
ought  proper.  His  first  question  had 
been  anticipaled  by  the  hon.  member  who 
had  put  a  questien  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  far  (he  Home  Department,  relative 
t0  the  terms  and  eonditiois  on  which  he 
held  his  office.  The  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  Secretary,  if  he  undeistood  it  cor- 
rectly, wes»  generally,  th^t  he  held  the 
office  as  long  as  it  pleased  his  majesty  to 
letaiii  him  there.  It  was  true,  that  no  man 
could  hold  an  office  of  that  description  on 
any  other  tenns ;  but  still  it  was  eri* 
deot»  that  the  answer  was  by  no  means 
whftt  the  hon.  member  who  put  the  ques- 
tion expected.  It  was  certainly  of  the 
ipesatsst  consequence  that  some  such  mo- 
tion should  be  brought  forward;  considermg 
the  unpracedented  predicament  in  ti^ich 
those  ministers  stood,  who,  as  there  was 
teaaoa  to  nresunse,  held  their  officea  only 

K'laionelly,  That  question,  then,  haWng 
ahmady  put,  he  had  no  occasi(m  to 
aay  anything  fuifeher  lybont  it  Hisseisond 
question  was,  whether  the  office  of  Seeie* 
taiyof  Stalteforthe  ForeigD  Deputment 
was  held  tessporarily  or  piorisimkally,  or 
was  intended  to  hat  aa  long  as  that  of  the 
right  boa.  the  Ghaneellor  of  the  Exchequer 
hitnaelf,  or  the  administration  which  he  had 
Conned,  or  was  temiog.  If  the  office  was 
held  only  peoriaiaaaUy,  ift  waa  solely  a  cir- 
cuaastanoe  of  die  most  unptecedeaiad 
iMiure ;  and,  if  the  example  ahould  be 
Hajtaiad,  it  would  lead  to  a  complete  alter- 
alion  of  the  i^ole  cewna  of  ooadnoting 
tha.etaiia  ^  ywnrammt  in  this  eoimtry; 
Mwaa far  that  ntaontfaai  he  had  oi  a 


fbimer  occatfon,  objected  to  the  granting 
Of  the  supplies,  because  he  could  hare  np 
confidence  in  a  goveniment  thus  consti- 
tuted ;  and  when  he  had  also  suggested 
that  ^en  a  member  of  parliament  had  no 
cOtMence  in  the  administration,  his  best 
method  would  be  to  oppose  the  granting 
the  supplies.  He  had  resorted  to  that 
method  on  the  first  opportunity  that 
eccorred ;  but  bad  been  told  by  a  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  tiie  question  for  post* 
poaing  the  going  into  a  committee  of 
supply  wAs  not  the  legitimate  opportunity, 
but  that  the  matter  ou|ht  to  be  delayeid 
untfl  it  should  be  mored,  that  tiie  House 
should  go  iilo  a  committee  for  immediate- 
ly granting  a  supply  to  his  majesty.  The 
dumoellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  after- 
wards  said,  that  such  would  be  the  most 
convenient  time  for  those  who,  from  loy- 
alty to  his  msuesty,  wished  to  stop  the 
supplies,  to  make  a  motion  to  that  efiect. 
Now,  he  had  sdways  felt  the  warmest 
loyalty  to  his  majesty,  as  every  good  sub- 
let ought  to  do;  and  he  should  be  sOrry 
if  ha  could  be  thought  capable  of  taking 
any  course  which  might  have  the  least 
appearance  of  disloyalty.  But  a  meriiber 
c^  pertiament  had  a  right  to  object  to  the 
supplies;  without  being  liable  tP  eny  im- 
pirtatlon  of  disloyalty,  when  he  had  no 
confidence  in  the  exiaung  administratiDB ; 
and  this  course  had  been  followed,  not 
very  long  ago,  by  die  right  hon.  asember  for 
Knaiesl^rough,  who  had  felt  himseif  called 
upon  to  say,  that  he  would  not  vOte  for  the 
supplies,  because  there  was  no  minister 
then  in  existance,  to  whom  the  suppUaa 
could  be  properiy  trttsted.  He  therefore 
maintainea,  tnat  no  just  imputation  Could 
be  cast  on  his  loyalty  for  having  taken  the 
course  which  he  did;  and  he  would  now 
take  that  course,  if  he  had  any  chance  of 
bdageuppofted  by  the  House.  He  would 
do  this,  because — assamingthe  government 
eve#to  remam  as  it  appeared---he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  the  country  to  resist  a  oofldi- 
tion  to  extraordinary,  and,  he  was  slmest 
tempted  to  say,  ao  unconstitational,  as  that 
by  wluch  it  had  been  formed.  He  knew 
that  what  he  did  exposed  him  to  the 
attacks  of  the  vast  phahmx  of  talent  which 
w|W  marshaled  on  the  other  side;  but  he 
would  say,  that  the  alliance  between  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  the  hon.  tndiW- 
dualt  who  had  lotned  him,  was  contrary 
toeaery  piiDcipie  that  poWe  men  in  this 
eonntiy^had  been  accuatomed  to  held 
diear.  Thehop.  «MmberswhohadqutCled 
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they  existed  upon  ptrttcfllar  sabjeetii  Atif 
demanded  contradictioa  :  because,  if  tibi# 
treaty,  or  negotiation,  had  been  on  foot 


that  side  of  the  House  from  which  he  was 
speaking  had  made  a  sacrifice,  if  not  of 
their  honour,  at  least  of  their  political  prin- 
ciples ;  and  he  would,  and  did,  hold  them 
up  to  the  country,  as  men  devoid  of  that 
high  sentiment  of  faith  and  steadiness  which 
had  been  used  to  characterise,  in  England, 
such  persons  as  aspired  to  serve  his  majesty 
in  high  official  situations.  The  right  hon.  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  made  some 
disclosures  himself,  which  threw  consider- 
able light  upon  this  coalition;   and  the 
public  mind  was  becoming  disabused,  as 
to  the  blame  which  it  had  been  taught  to 
throw  upon  those  who  had  resisted  it.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  ma^e  a  speech, 
which  produced-^as  his  speeches  always 
must  produce — a  considerable  impression 
upon  the  House ;  but  there  were  members 
in  the  House,  notwithstanding  its  ingenuity, 
who  would  not  be  satisfied  with  it.    It 
might  be  that  he  (sir  T.  L.)  was  more  ob- 
stinate thwck  many  people,  but  he  was  one 
of  those.    The  eloquence  of  the  right  hon. 
gentl^nan  would  not  persuade  him,  that  a 
course  had  not  been  taken  in  the  form- 
ing of  the  present  admimstration,  which  it 
would  be  unpleasant  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, perhaps,  to  hear  described,  and 
equally  unpleasant  to  him  to  name.     In 
his  view,  the  whole  tbinghad  been  a  treaty 
for  place,  between  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man and  the  hon.  members  who  now  sat 
behind  him  ;  and  a  treaty,  if  he  was  not 
mistaken,  of  no  very  recent  date.    He  be- 
lieved that,  for  some  time  past,  an  under- 
standing had  existed,  that  a  time  was  ap- 
proaching when  the  hon.  members  who 
were  then  sitting  on  the  side  of  Opposition 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  office 
with  some  who  sat  on  the  other  side. 
Perhaps  he  might  be  asking  that  which  he 
had  no  right  to  ask ;  if  so,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  refuse  to  answer ;  but  he 
would  put  the  question  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  or  to  any  other  gentlemiA  on 
the  opposite  brach  who  was  competent  to 

five  nim  the  information,  whemer  there 
ad  or  had  not  been  a  treaty  in  existence, 
during  the  existence  of  the  late  ministry, 
between  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and 
those  who  were  called  the  l^eis  of  the 
Whigs,  for  their  coming  into  office,  or  sup- 
porting the  government  of  the  ri{^t  hon. 
gentleman,  whereon  he  might  be  able  to 
compose  one  ?  This  was  a  point  which, 
for  tne  honour  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
pught  to  be  cleared  up.  There  were  re- 
ports ^road;  and  he  thought  that,  where 


before  the  dissolution  of  the  old  govern^ 
ment,  then  what  became  of  the  difficulty 
in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
suddenly  been  placed?    If,  at  the  time 
when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  waited 
on  the  king  to  receive  his  commands  for 
the  forming  an   administration,  he  had 
an  offer  from  the  Whig  party  to  codesce 
with  him  in  his  pocketi  his  view  of  the 
value  of  the  government  would  be  more 
decided,  perhaps,  even  than  it  was.    The 
question  went  to  this  point — ^had  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  his  possession,  at  that 
time,  an  offer  which  he  neither  divulged  to 
his  thai  colleagues,  or  to  the  illustrious  in* 
dividual  who  was  intmstinff  him?    This 
was  certainly  a  question  troich  deserved 
an  answer ;  and,  eventuallv,  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  would  thank  him  for  havmg 
given  him  an  occasion  of  replving  to  it. 
The  right  hon.  g;endeman  had  described 
to  the  House  his  situati<m  in  the  king^s 
closet,  when  he  went  to  receive  his  ma- 
jesty's commands  for  the  forming  a  new 
administration,  and  the  difficulties  which 
the  resignation  of  his  colleagues  exposed 
him  to.     This,  too,  was  an  administration 
to  be  formed  upon  the  principles  of  that 
of  lord  Liverpool ;  but  what  became  of  the 
whole  affair,  if  it  appeared,  that,  before  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  presented  himself  to 
receive  those  commands,  he  had  an  ar- 
rangement which  rendered  it  impossible  for 
him  to  execute  them  ?    The  House  would 
not  forget  the  right  hon.  genUeman's  own 
account  of  the  interview  tiiat  he  had  witb 
his  sovereign ;  the  sudden  check  that,  from 
the  abdication  of  the  other  ministers,  he 
had  received,  and  the  rapid  com[4etion  of 
the  arrangement  that  followed ;  but,  he 
(sir  T.  L.)  disapproved  and  suspected  that 
haste,  and  believed  that  the  king  had  been 
hurried  into  an  alternative,  in  which  cir- 
cumstances did   not  justify  the  placing 
him.    But  the  king's  commands  hsd  been, 
that  tiie  right  hon.  gentieman  should  focm 
an  administration  upon  the  plan  and  prin- 
ciples of  that  of  lonl  Liverpool.  When  the 
fighthon.gentleman  became  primeminiitier, 
had  he  formed  such  an  administistion  t 
Not  at  all.     He  had  formed  one  of  a 
totally  contrary  spirit  and  chamcter.    He 
had  always  felt  inclined  to  sunport  tiie 
right  hon.  gentieman.    His  tslents  and 
principles,  in  many  points,  hadfhtrlyoom- 
mended  his  support.    But  that  disposition 
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WBs  now  OTer ;  when  he  law  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  coalescing  with  parties  who, 
Qpon  the  most  important  questions  that 
-eoold  affect  the  interests  of  the  empire, 
were,  or  had  been,  vitally  opposed  to  nim. 
The  questions  upon  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  his  colleagues  had  been  op- 
posed, were  endless.  What  would  be  the 
coune  when  any  of  them  came  on?  There 
was  but  one  public  question  upon  which 
ihej  had  been  agreed — ^Catholic  emanci- 
pation; and  what  had  been  done  with 
that?  The  very  moment  they  got  into 
power,  it  was  hang  up.  He  knew  that  it 
was  flnng  in  the  teeth  of  himself  and  those 
who  actS  with  him,  that  they — the  deter- 
mined enemies  of  the  Catholics — ^were 
guHmgthem,  as  it  was  called,  by  affecting 
to  speak  in  their  behalf.  It  was  true  that 
he  was  an  enemy  of  the  Catholics ;  but  if 
lie  was  a  detennined,  he  was  at  least  a 
lair  and  open  one.  If  there  was  any  gulling 
in  the  matter,  it  was  not  on  his  side.  He 
had  never  held  out  hopes  which  he  did  not 
mean  to  realize ;  but  if  the  question  was 
not  brought  forwrard  speedily,  every  mem- 
ber in  that  House  would  not  be  in  the  same 
situation.  The  fact  was,  that  the  nght 
hon.  gentleman,  and  hon.  gentlemen  who 
had  clamoured  so  loud  about  the  question 
when  they  were  out  of  office,  did  not  dare 
tonchitnowthat  they  were  in.  LettheHouse 
observe  whether  they  would  dare  to  bring 
it  forward,  in  its  fair  and  accustomed  shape. 
If  they  came  with  any  shift  or  proposal 
of  securities,  the  House  would  not  be  im- 
posed upon  by  such  a  device ;  in  fact,  they 
gave  np  the  question.  When  any  one  men- 
tioned securities  the  hon.  gentlemen  used  to 
faragh  and  say,  '*  Securities !  what  securities 
can  they  eive  you  V*  He  agreed  that  they 
coold  girf  no  Wities  ihft  weie  woi^ 
having ;  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
House  would  hear  nothmg  of  securities  as 
a  last  shift  now. — ^But  he  would  leave  the 
question  of  Catholic  emancipation-  upon 
which  the  new  ministry  was  agreed — and 
turn  to  those  upon  wnich  the^  not  only 
bad  difiered,  but  avowedly  differed  still. 
It  was  scarcely  three  nights  smce  the  right 
lion,  gentleman  had  decbuid,  tibat  he 
•faouM  resist  the  questions  or  parliamen- 
tary reform,  and  &e  repeal  of  the  Test 
act  What  could  those  who  sat  behind 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  think  of  that 
declaration  ?  If  he  were  asked,  then,  to 
give  his  confidence  to  an  adminntration  of 
Mch  heterogeneous  ingredients,  his  answer 
woald  lie,  t£at  be  could  not  consent  to  do 


so.      And  if  he  could  not  do  so,  who  was 
to  assume  the  right  of  abusing  him,  be- 
cause of  his  giving  vent  to  opinions  and 
feelings  which  he  honestly  entertained? 
He  would  say  again,  that  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  coalition  had  been 
formed  were  most  extraordinary  and  un- 
precedented.     He  could  only  account  for 
It  by  supposing  it  to  be  the  work  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  of  whose  persuasive 
eloquence,  and  tact,  and  talent  in  managing 
parties  in  that  House,  he  had  never,  in  the 
course  of  his  political  life,  seen  any  resem- 
blance.   To  use  the  expression  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Stafford,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  actually  succeeded  in  un-Torying 
Toryism,    and   un-Whigging  Whiggism. 
From  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  he  did  Uiink 
it  was  true,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  un-Toried  himself;   and  if  his  new 
friends  should  continue  to  act  with  him,  it 
was  quiteplain  they  must  un-Whig  them- 
selves,   llie  hon.  baronet,  the  member  for 
Westminster,  had  talked  with  composure 
of  doing  away  the  old  distinctions  of^ Whig 
and  Tory,  since  they  had,  as  he  declared, 
ceased  to  exist  otherwise  than  in  name.  So 
that  it  would  appear  as  if  they  wanted  to 
let  it  sink  into  chaos ;  never  tp  be  heard  of 
again.     If  he  had  any  quarrel  with  the 
new  anangements,  it  waa  because  of  this 
mixture  of  the  two  parties  whom  it  was  for 
the  welfare  of  the  country  to  have  dis- 
criminated.  And  again,  if  Whig  and  Tory 
were  at  liberty  to  combine,  what  was  to  be 
said  of  the  fnends  of  the  people  ?   Where 
was  that  hon.  baronet  sitting  now  ?  Behind 
the  Treasury  benches.      He  did  not  find 
fault  with  him  for  acting  as  he  had  done, 
since  he  had  stated  the  motives  of  his  con- 
duct, referring  them  to  principles  which 
must  always  conunand  respect.    But  what 
if  these  pnnciples  were  to  be  thrown  over- 
board, in  the  course  upon  which  the  new 
p;ovemment  might  steer?     He  would  say 
It  again,  that  Uiose  hon.  gentlemen  had 
taken  their  new  posts  too  hastily;  and  to 
that  hon.  baronet  he  would  say,  that  he 
hoped  he  might  not  have  reason  to  repent 
his  having  left  his  seat  on  the  Opposition 
benches.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
told  the  House,  that  he  would  not  go  at 
much  length  into  the  subject  of  the  finances. 
It  was  intended  to  make  a  very  short 
business  of  it    And  it  was  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Whigs  and  the  friends  of  the 
people,  that  they  had  beenleftfrom  eariy  in 
November  to  the  1 1th  day  of  May,  without 
one  jot  of  intelligence  upon  the  revenue  and 
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not  detain  the  Hqim  many  mioutes  ia 
answering  the  ^  two  questions  which  the 
Bod.  baronet  was    so   anxious    to  have 
solved ;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  would  try  to 
observe  that  courtesy  which  he  conceiTed 
to  be  due  to  the  hon.  baronet,  by  replying 
to  him  in  a  tone  and  manner,  whii£  he 
should  never  think  it  necessary  to  use  to- 
wards those  who  put  similar  questions 
with  a  feeling  merdy  hostile.    He  would 
distinguish    dearly    those    questions,    of 
which,  as  he  understood,  the  hon.  banmet 
had  given  the    customary  notice,   fron 
those  which  he  had  answered  on  a  former 
evening,  without  recdvinj:  any  such  notice. 
He  must   take  leave,  before  answering^ 
however,  to  enter  one  caution,  for  the  m* 
vice  of  the  hon.  baronet    His  speech,  so 
far  from  being  confined  to  the  questiont 
which  he  had  proposed,  had  laid    the 
foundation  of  a  wide  debate!     If  thif 
were  done  now  with  a  view  of  preventing 
him  from  apeakiog  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  which  should  arise  this  evening, 
he  hoped  he  might  not  be  considered  as 
exhausting  his  privilege.    He  would  now 
proceed  to  the  two  grains  of  question 
which  were  included  in  the  hon.  baronet's 
bushd  of  dedaratioD.    First,  as  to  the 
question  concerning  jLhe  formation  of  the 
ministry,  which  he  could  answer  plainly^ 
courteously,  but  he  feared  not  satisfac* 
torilj ;    because  the  same  question  had 
been  put  to  his  right  hon.  friend :  and,  as 
notice  had  been  given  of  a  motion  on  the 
subject  for  a  future  day,  he  would  not 
utter  one  word  upon  it.    The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Stafford  had  taken  a  more  manly 
course,  and  he  thanked  him  for  it :  it  was 
much  better  than  those  disgusting  modes 
[cheers] — he  used  the  word  advisedly — 
those  disgusting  tricks,  b^  which  it  was 
intended  to  get  rid  of  highly  impoitant 
questions.     He  reserved  himself  ibr  the 
opportunity  which  would  be  given  by  Ae 
motion  of  the  hon.  member  for  StafibnL 
Till  then,  neither  courtesy  nor  taunt  should 
extort  one  single  word  of  explanation  Ctom 
him  [cheers].    The  second,  and  most  im- 
portant question  was — '*  Did  any  negoliar 
tion  take  place  at,  or  diiring.  or  about  the 
time  of,  tn(f  dissolution,  or  re-constructioa 
of  the  administration,  between  him  and 
certain  persons,  whose  support  he  had  the 
happiness  to  enjov*"  Notwithstanding  th^ 
obiection  which  tne  hon.  baronet  &lt  the 
other  day  at  bearing   the  monosyllable 
^'  Yes"  Cor  an  answer,  he  now  hoped  that 
he  would  not  take  it  uociyiUy  if  his  segij 


the  finances.    The  late  Chancellor  of  the 
]^bequer,  too,  had  been  removed,  in  this 
new  hurly-burley,  from  the  place  where  he 
had  obtained  the  highest  credit,  and  tossed 
up  into  a  higher  place.  This  question  was  of 
Importance.  At  present  they  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter.     It  was  extraordmary  that 
a  motion  of  so  much  importance  should 
be  again  hunj  up. — The  chief  purpose 
which  he  had  m  nsing  yrsis  to  ask  ques- 
tions, with  the  statement  of  which  he  had 
set  out,  and  from  which  he  had  been  led 
into  a  larger  field  of  discussion  than  he 
had  anticipated.     He  hoped  that  the  right 
tion.  gentleman  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
stating  to  him,  whether  the  noble  viscount, 
now  hdding  the  high   and    responsible 
situation  of  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  held  it  as  a  permanent  measure  of 
the  new  government,  or  only  as  a  loeum 
tenens  of  another  noble  lord,  who  was,  ac- 
cording to  common  report,  to  take  that 
station.      Secondly,  whether. any  commu- 
cation  had  taken  place  between  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  and  those  other  gentlemen 
and  noblemen,  s^  to  the  accession  of  any 
pf  them  to  office,  on,  or  before,  or  near  to, 
the  period  of  the  dissolution  of  the  old  ad- 
ministration and  the  formation  of  the  new. 
tie  hoped  he  should  receive  the  answers 
to  these  questions  without  any  mixture  of 
ang^r,  or  of  any  thing  tending  to  insult ; 
far  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  there 
had  been  a  little  too  much  of  that  tendency 
shown  from  one  side  of  the  House.    As 
long  as  th^  conducted  their  proceedings 
in  a  manner  becoming  their  rank  as  English 
gentlemen,  and  while  they  preserved  temper 
and  good  humour  in  thdr  language,  things 
Vouldgo  well,  but  not  afterwards.     He 
would  give  up  no  jot  of  his  opinions, 
neither  would  he  enforce  them  with  rude- 
ness ;  and  he  did  hope  that  he  should  not 
experience  any  such  treatment,  merdy  ibr 
doing  that  which  he  felt  to  be  hb  duty. 
He  w;ould  not  divide  the  House  upon  the 
question  of  going  into    the   committee. 
That  had  not  been  at  any  time  his  inten- 
tion; but  he  invited  any  other  member 
who  might  see  reasons  for  doing  so,  to 
seize  upon    this  as  a  fit  opportunibf  to 
express  whatever  grievances  be  haa   to 
complain  of.    He  hoped  the  House  would 
forgive  him  for  the  time  which  he  had  taken 
up,  and  that  they  would  give  him  credit  for 
having  no  earthly  motive,  but  that  of  doing 
his  duty  as  a  faithful  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 
Mr.  Cowitn^f  promised  that  he  would 
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imit'<K^*'Eftila«gh).  fa^^juig  that,  be 
Mt  tbat  be  sbeold  mt  be  doing  jueUoe  to 
ftbeiVt  if  be  did  not  make  it  kuosm  that 
be  bed  leceited  en  intimatioB,  if  be  woeld 
take  ofioe,  that*  fron  a  certain  number  of 
peifoaa^  not  very  nameroQay  but  of  no  in* 
ooosidecaUe'Veighty  he  would  reeeive  ao 
entirely  diaiaterested  support  [cbeeie]. 
Mot  that  any  of  4bem  baigaiaed  lor  office : 
tbev  tendered*  aoconditionallyy  a  cardial 
and  dieinlereeted  astistMioe,  He  wouM 
be  doing  etJH  more  injtstioey  if  be  did  not 
•ddp  thf^,  driren  to  ttiaitSy  aa  be  eertainly 
bad  been^  a  qaetiion  bad  anaen  upon  the 
subject  of  aoeeasion  to^flke ;  which  quee* 
tieo  bad  been  raised  by  hivself,  and  not 
by  asy  of  those  geotJeoMfi..  This  was  his 
answer  to  the  second  qnesttoa.  The  boo. 
baronet  wondesed  how  he  conld  agree 
with  any  individuids  ef  a  party  with  whom 
be  had  never  agreed  npon  any  qneation 
except  the  Catholic  qnestson;  and  with 
wkcrn  be  differed  so  widely  «pon  the 
questkm  of  parliamentary  inform.  The 
£en.  baronet  bad  stated,  that,  for  twenty 
years  past,  up  to  tbe  time  of  the  present 
amngemeolB,  be  had  always  felt  towards 
bim  <Mr«  Canning)  the  greatest  respect 
end  the  gseatest  coofidenee.  Bat  then  it 
appealed,  that  he  bad^  duriog  tbe  whole 
oi  that  time,  diffiraed  quite  as  much  from 
tbe  hon.  baronet  on  bodi  those  questions* 
In  the  year  1822<»  when  iie  intioduced  the 
bill  for  emandpaling  Catbolic  peers,  the 
bon.  baronet  had  cautioned  the  House 
against  being  led  awav  by  what  be  was 
pJeased  to  call  bis  (mr.  Canning^s)  per- 
auaaive  powers  of  eloqaeooe ;  and  declared, 
that  be  bad  been  seduced  by  tbenS,  two 
nights  befoe,  to  vote  against  parliamentary 
nSogiBf  to  which  he  had  always  befors 
been  indined  [cheem].  ^Tbts  was  iht 
l^enoa  who  was  chosen^  in  tbe  cast  of 
parts  for  this  night's  ezbibitioov  to  object 
to  a  government  ^diich  bad  been  joined, 
mthoQt  any.views  of  interest,  by  a  few, 
thongh  very  iaapoitaat  persons;  becanse, 
iipon  one  of  ibose  tmo  questions,  some  of 
Ibcns  differed  fitom  bim  in  sentiments  I 
The  hon.  hannet  had  very  fully  disdiasged 
the  duty  which  be  bad  undertaken ;  and 
be  hoped  that  ha  also  bad  as  satssfoetorily 
te  the  House,  answered  tbe  hon.  baronet's 
two  questions.  As  to  tbe  first  of  them, 
or  as  to  any  partinaiaw  cnneeming  tbe 
present  or  the  fiituiie  asraagement  df  the 
cabinet,  be  prcfaned  tbe  course  taken  by 
4be  hon.  member  for  Stafford,  who  was 
flbQaa.tfaaaitificeof  *"ftt^F  binb  nuestions 


of  policy  \n  these  wsetehed  driblet  of 
discussion,  ibut  had  boldlv  proposed  to 
open  the  subject  to  the  deliberation  of  the 
House  in  due  form.  He  bad  no  doubt, 
that,  whenever  the  time  should  come,  ihe 
result  would  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
House,  «nd  a  full  vindicatioo  of  the 
government. 

^T.B^aumimi  disowned  any  aisociatjon 
with  any  other  person  .in  the  notice  which 
he  had  given* 

Sir  T,  LeikMdge  said,  that  the  rig^t 
hon.  geodeman  had  used  the  w0ids  ''east 
of  parts  for  tbe  exbibitk)n  of  the  eveniog  i** 
he  could  only  say,  thut  tfaere  was  ao  eofr- 
cert  between  himself  and  othvr  members 
as  to  what  be  had  been  doing. 

Mr,  JCufmmg  said,  he  meant  ao  offeaoe 
by  coupling  the  hon.  member  for  Staffimi 
with  the  boo.  baronet.  B)it»  since  it  was 
displessing.  be  would  take  care,  in  future, 
to  separate  them. 

The  Marquis  of  Tavistock  said,  that  the 
real  question  which  they  had  to  decide 
was,  should  tbev  give  a  patient  bearing 
and  fair  trial  to^he  admimstration  fomcd 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  ia  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  tbe  king?  For.  hie 
own  part*  he  had  no  indinstion  for  npwer, 
nor  had  he  talent  for  office.  In  the  per«> 
formanoe  of  his  duty  to  his  constitoeats, 
he  had  found  it  necessary  to  keep  as  much 
as  possible  aloof  from  political  connexions. 
It  had  been  his  anxious  wish,  in  the  late 
chan§^,  to  keep  out  of  tbe  way  of  the 
negotialiDas,  until  the  airangemcnts  were 
pi^ected;  reserving  to  himself,  under  any 
circumstaaoes,  full  power  to  adhere  to 
those  principles  which  it  had  been  the 
business  of  his  whole  life  to  defend. 
Long  as  he  bad  been  opposed  to  the  late 
government,  and  much  as  be  had  difiered 
from  the  rif^t  hon.  gentleman,  he  trusted 
that  be  never  should  be  led  to  oppose  him 
or  his  government,  ri^  or  wrong,  without 
reference  to  the  nature  of  their  measures. 
He  did  not  wish  to  unite  himself  to  either 
of  the  great  parties ;  but,  when  he  saw 
gentkaMn  so  premalnre  in  their  oppo* 
aition,  so  suddenly  pledging  themselves  to 
plans  of  hostility  and  embarrassniimt  so 
exelnsively  personal— be  had  almost  said 
so  rancorous,  to  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
— 40t  having  the  patience  to  wait  for 
meaamea,  nor  the  decency  to  abstain  fem 
throwing  dirt  on  one  who  wasy  for  so  long 
a  time,  their  leaikr — on  one  under  whom 
they  had  so  lately  served — when  be  saw, 
aBthnbon.||Mmber  forJBtaffoid  badwdl 
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said,  Toryigsi,  in  tts  moKt'  bideotii  sbape, 
raising  its  frightful  form  among  them — 
with  all  hJB  inclination  to  watch  vigtlantiy 
the  conduct  of  eveir  man  in  administra- 
tion,  and  much  as  he  was  moved  ba  the 
spirit  of  opposition,  of  which  he  could  not, 
even  now,  entirely  divest  himself—he 
should  be  wanting  in  public  duty,  if  be 
did  not  say,  that  though  he  could  not  give 
a  certain  promise  of  entire  support  to  the 
new  administration,  he  felt  decidedly  in- 
clined to  protest  against  the  measures 
which  had  been  taken  against  it,  by  the 
hon.  baronet,  and  the  two  right  hon. 
gentlemen  who  had  thought  fit  to  with- 
draw from  his  majesty's  eovemment 
During  the  whole  course  of  his  political 
life,  he  never  remembered  to  have  wit- 
nessed conduct  so  hard,  to  say  the  least 
cf  it,  as  that  which  had  been  pursued 
towards  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and 
those  who  had  thought  proper  to  act  with 
him.  He  strongly  objected  to  the  anxiety 
which  had  been  shown  to  perplex  the  right 
kon*  gentleman  at  the  outset  of  his  govern- 
ment— to  overthrow  him  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing attempt,  before  he  had  got  properly 
seated,  and  before  he  could  choose  his 
course;  and  it  strongly  inclined  him  to 
that  side  which  seemed  not  to  have  fair  play. 
He  was  certain  that  this  must  be  the  feel- 
ing of  all  who  were  not  smarting  from 
official  disappointment,  and  the  pangs  of 
mortified  ambition.  As  to  the  right  hon. 
member  for  Oxford,  he  did  not  by  any 
means  intend  to  class  him  with  the  other 
opponents  of  administration.  .  This  ex- 
pression of  his  sentiments,  the  opportu- 
nity of  doing  which  he  owed  to  their  kind- 
ness and  patient  attention,  he  thought  due 
to  his  constituents;  and  he  had  taken  this 
course,  with  the  view  of  making  it  known 
to  them.  Conceiving  that  the  administra- 
tion was  formed  on  principles  which  bid 
fairer  for  the  advantage  of  the  country 
than  that  which  preceded  it,  and  reserving 
to  himself  the  nght  of  opposing  it  only 
when  the  measures  of  government  should 
lead  him  to  think  otherwise,  he  would  so 
br  give  his  support  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  he  mu«t  have  ex- 
tremelv  misanderstood  the  noble  marquis, 
if  he  had  not  been  classed  with  the  two 
right  hon.  gentlemen  upon  whose  conduct 
the  noble  marquis  had  commented,  not  in 
a  very  moderate  manner,  accompanied 
with  personaiities  and  censure,  applied  to 
hv^  beeanse  of  his  separating  bipuidfi  in 


an  official  sense,  from  the  right  hon* 
gentleman ;  whom  yet  he  hoped  he  might 
call  his  right  hon.  friend.  It  was  not 
with  any  view  to  office  that  he  had  taken 
his  course  in  the  first  instance ;  nor  was 
it  on  account  of  his  regret  for  the  loss  of 
it  that  he  had  spoken  on  a  former  evening. 
So  far  from  his  acting  as  one  of  a  factious 
and  rancorous  Opposition,  he  had  come 
down  on  the  night  of  the  shipping  ques- 
tion, to  support  his  right  hon.  mend,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  T^ade.  He 
certainly  had  stated  that  which  he  lelt  to 
be  a  difficulty  in  the  fonnation  of  the  new 
ministry.  When  he  saw  many  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  nnifcmnly  opposed 
to  government,  abandoning,  as  it  seemed 
to  him,  their  principles,  and  taking  seats 
behind  his  right  hon.  friend,  and  about  to 
take  office  under  him,  he  did  say,  that  be 
most  refuse  his  confidence  until  he  knew 
of  whom  the  government  was  to  be  com- 
posed, and  what  were  the  measuies  which 
gave  a  cement  to  the  coalition.  He  ex- 
pected, naturally  enough  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, that  a  triumph  was  antici- 
pated on  the  two  great  questions  of  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation  and  Pariiamentary  Re- 
form. When  he  heard  the  r^ht  hon. 
gentleman  declare,  that  the  question  of 
Parliamentary  Reform  would  be  opposed  as 
before,  and  Uiat  he  would  not  support  the 
repeal  of  the  Test  act,  he  then  felt,  that 
those  questions,  so  far  from  being  in 
any  danger,  had  obtained,  by  the  accession 
of  their  supporters  to  a  government  pre- 
pared to  oppose  them,  a  most  signal 
triumph.  What  objection,  then,  could  he 
be  supposed  to  entertain  to  the  formation 
of  a  cabinet,  which  secured  the  triumph 
of  his  own  principles  ?  What  rancour  or 
personal  host^y  could  he,  who  had  never 
served  for  the  advantages  of  office,  tel 
for  the  accession  of  a  party  to  office,  upon 
terms  which  established  his  own  principks 
with  more  safety  than  ever  ?  What  pb- 
jection  could  he  have  to  a  plan  of  adminis- 
tration formed  on  the  principle  of  ex- 
cluding, by  those  who  bemre  did  not  agree 
upon  any  but  the  Catholic  question  7  He 
promised  his  most  zeabus  support  and 
assistance,  in  as  full  a  measure  as  he  had 
given  them,  to  any  inquiries  into  the 
ancient  institutions  of  the. country,  with 
a  view  to  their  amelioration  and  reform. 
He  had  not  adopted  those  plans  which 
he  had  broi^t  before  the  House  because 
he  was  in  office;  nor  was  be  dis{X)sed  to 
abandon  than  because  he  bad  quitted  iL 
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He  koped  he  had  explained  satisfactorfly  | 
the  leasons  of  the  coarse  which  he  had 
taken  on  a  former  erening.     He  admitted, 
that  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman  had  then 
explained  we  terms  of  the  coalition  in  a 
perfectly  satisfactory  manner.    He  would 
only  add  an  opinion  which  he  still  enter- 
tained, that  if  tneie  were  to  be  any  junction 
of  the  members  of  that  party  to  the  ad- 
ministration, it  was  but  fair  that  it  should 
ntonce  take  place,  that  the  House  and 
the  country  might  know  what  they  had  to 
expect.     He  was  never  more  surprised 
thao  to  find  himself,  as  th6  consequence 
of  that  speech,  classed,  by  the  noble  lord, 
as  one  of  a  factious  Opposition.    When 
he  first  <;ame  into  parliament,  his  right 
hon.  friend  did  indeed  form  a  part  of 
what  ^e  conceived,  with  pjeat  deference, 
to  be  a  factious  Opposition.     His  right 
lion,  friend  must  know  well,  from  his  ex- 
perience at  that  thne,  what   a  factious 
Opposition  really  was ;  of  what  value  was 
its  support ;  and  the  inconvenience  which 
vesulted  from  its  success.    He  denied  the 
fact,  and  utterlv  disclaimed  the  intention, 
of  giving  "^ny  tning  like  a  factious  Oppo- 
sition to  the  present  administration. 

The  Marqub  of  Taviitock  said,  that  if 
any  thing  which  he  had  said,  wasoflfensive 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  was  sorry 
for  having  spoken  it ;  nothing  could  be 
further  from  his  intention.  What  he 
wished  to  have  said  was,  that  he  was  sorry 
to  find  the  right  hon.  gentleman  descend 
from  that  hi^  station  which  he  occupied 
in  the  House,  to  join  an  Opposition,  headed 
by  the  hon.  baronet,  and  the  late  under  Se- 
cretary of  the  Home  Department.  It  ap- 
peared that  he  had  been  mistaken  in  the 
views  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  he 
was  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  havmg  him- 
self set  right  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Yatet  Peel  said,  that  if  any  one  ac- 
cused him  of  being  one  of  a  rancorous  and 
foctious  Opposition,  it  was  an  abominable 
falsehood. 

Mr.  Maberfy  explained  the  reasons  why 
he  had  postponed  his  financial  notices  for 
this  session,  -  because  he  placed  Uie  fullest 
confidence  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
promise  to  appoint  a  committee  of  finance 
nextsessioo,  to  enter  foUy  intoall  the  parts 
of  the  public  expaiditure.  To  suppose 
4hat  the  proposed  committee  would  not  be 
a  fair  one,  would  be  an  insult  to  the  go- 
^remment.  In  full  reliance  upon  this  pro- 
mise, he  should  not  oppose  any  of  this 
^eai^scptimates;  not  even  the  Penitentiary 


item,  towhiih  he  strongly  objected.  Re 
hoped,  however,  that  the  committee  would 
be  nominated  very  eariyin  the  next  session, 
so  as  to  report  before  uie  end  of  it,  and  he 
begged  leave  to  suggest  that,  during  the 
recess,  the  Treasury  would  appoint  addi- 
tional clerks  to  get  sul  the  necessary  papers 
ready  for  the  committee,  so  as  that  no 
pause  should  occur  in  their  labours. 

Sh  Joseph  Yorke  said,  it  might  be  neces- 
sary for  members  like  himself  to  state  on 
the  present  occasion  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  stood  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
sent government.  It  was  now  thirty-seven 
years  since  he  sat  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  Honse,  and  now  that  the  lion  and 
the  lamb  had  lain  down  together,  they 
ought,  in  the  language  of  their  pariia- 
mentary  prayer,  ''to  give  up  all  partial 
affections."  He  meant  to  have  risen  after 
his  amiable  and  excellent  friend  sir  Tho- 
mas Lethbridge.  Indeed  when  he  had 
heard  the  hon.  baronet,  he  thought,  for 
the  moment,  that  he  was  under  a  delusion 
as  to  his  identity,  and  that  the  clerk  of 
the  Grown  had  just  struck  out  the  hon. 
baronet's  name,  and  substituted  that  of  sir 
Francis  Wrongbead.  He  rose,  now, 
merely  for  the  puipose  of  stating,  that  the 
speecn  of  the  rignt  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Peel)  was  any  &ing  but  factious.  He 
thought  it  displayed  a  great  deal  of  manly 
sentiment,  coucfad  in  language  of  great 
perspicuity.  He  proposed  to  take  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  for  his  beacon 
upon  the  Catholic  question ;  and,  al- 
though he  intended  to  give  a  general 
support  to  his  majesty's  government,  he 
should  consider  himself  led  by  that  right 
hon.  gentleman,  as  long  as  the  cabinet 
continued  to  be  composed  of  men  who 
are  not  united  upon  the  subject,  and 
who  do  not  choose  to  come  forward 
and  say,  th^  proposed  to  make  the  carry- 
ing of  the  Catholic  question  a  measure  of 
administration.  As  long  as  the  question 
remained  in  that  state,  he  should  continue' 
to  follow  the  course  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, unless  the  government  came  for- 
ward and  declared  that  they  could  not 
govern  Ireland,  nor  insure  the  prosperity 
of  the  empire,  without  giving  emancipation 
to  the  Catholics. 

Lord  CUfton  said,  he  fek  that,  in  the 
present  crisis  of  afibirs,  every  public  man 
was  bound  to  express  his  opinions.  He 
had  given  the  subject  the  best  considem- 
tion  in  his  power ;  and,  after  mature  deli- 
beration, be-had  formed  an  opinion,  which 
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lie  thongjit  it  his  clut¥boiie||yr«nd  openly  | 
to  esqirew.  He  bad.  from  thffixst,  thought 
thai  the  goTerumeaty  aa  at  present  consti-* 
tatedf  was  not  such  as  was  likely  to  coqi- 
mand  the  confidence  of  the  people  or  the 
House*  That  opinion  he  had  formed  from 
reasons  of  his  own,  which  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  state.  While  he  held  that  opi- 
nion, nowever,  he  felt  equally  bound  to  I 
.declare*  that  he  preferred  that  government 
to  any  which  they  were  likely  to  obtain  by 
a  change,  and  that  therefore  he  was  deter- 
mined to  give  it  his  support.  He  was  the 
piore  induced  to  support  it,  from  having 
)iad  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  con- 
duct of  soine  of  those  who  were  lately 
inembers  of  Uie  administoation.  He  had 
seen  them  running  into  an  instantaneous 
Opposition,  not  to  ^e  measures  of  the 
new  government-— for  measures  none  had 
been  jet  proposed — ^but  into  an  avowed 
oppoiition  to  the  personal  characters  of 
tbe  yerj  man  who  had  been  recently  their 
ccdleague  in  office ;  and  that,  too,  in  such 
a  tone  and  manner  as  must  induce  all  ra- 
tional men  to  beware  of  connecting  them- 
jelves  with  them  as  a  party,  These  were 
some  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
support  the  present  government ;  and  he 
was  not  at  all  disposed  to  depart  from  that 
/course  from  any  thing  he  bad  heard  re- 
specting the  datholic  question;  for  be 
never  could  consent  to  allow,  that  men 
veie  to  be  goaded  into  the  adoption  of  any 
measure  by  the  taunts  of  their  adversa- 
ries, or  that  they  were  to  be  forced  to 
bring  forward  the  Question  merely  be- 
cause they  were  told  to  do  so  by  those 
who  acknowledged  themselves  to  be  its 
most  inveterate  enemies.  But,  above  all, 
he  must  reprobate  the  conduct  pf  those 
who,  although  the  avowed  friends  of  the 
Catholics,  do  not  disdain  to  make  this 
unwillingness  to  comply  wjtb  the  sugges- 
tions of  their  adversaries  one  of  the  rea- 
sons for  their  opposition  to  the  present 
IpovenoneaL 

Sir  /.  Sebright  said,  he  had  been  for 
itweaty  |ears  a  member  of  that  House, 
.and  dunng  that  time  it  could  never  be 
jsaid  of  bun  that  he  allied  himself  to  any 
pai^.  He  did  not  mean  to  disparage,  at 
the  same  time,  those  combioations  of 
.pnblic  men,  for  the  furtherance  of  what 
thej  thought  the  public  good,  which  went 
by  the  name  ^  party.  He  knew  that 
they  had  beea  eminently  useful  to  the 
.country  at  differeat  limes*  He<had, 
;theie^oie,  always  eiQ(^  indipeadentiy  on 


those  principles  wfafeh  h^beUev^  to  be 
most  nearly  connected  with  the  national 
benefit  It  was  in  a  spirit  similar  *to  that 
lirhich  guided  him  during  his  parliament* 
ary  iifie,  that  he  now  stated  his  determi- 
nation, in  duty  to  his  sovereign^  to  his 
oountiy  and  himself,  to  give  his  feeble^ 
but  his  decided  support  to  the  adminis« 
tration,  at  the  head  of  which,  be  rejoked 
to  sayj  was  the  right  boo.  gentleman  op- 
posite. Much  had  been  said  in  censure 
of  those  gentlemen  who  had  quitted  the 
Oppositk>n  side  of  the  House  to  join  the 
ranks  of  the  mipister.  He  would  not  at- 
tempt to  apologise  for  their  isooduct :  they 
were  fully  equad  to  the  task  of  answering 
for  themselves;  he  would,  however,  beg 
to  call  the  atteQtion  of  some  of  the  bon. 
gentlemen  near  him  to  this — that  both 
during  the  last  session  and  the  sessiou  be« 
fore  die  last,  many  of  die  measures  of 
goverament  had  received  the  support  both 
of  himself  and  the  gentlemen  who  usually 
qonstitutsd  the  Opposition.  To  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  he  believed  the 
country  was  much  indebted  for  the  recent 
change  in  its  policy ;  and  he  iMs  glad  to 
see  his  government  strengthened,  by  being 
pufged  of  its  greatest  incumbrance — he 
meant  of  its  narrow-minded  and  preju- 
diced portion.  He  rejoiced  at  the  retire- 
meat  of  men  who  would  have  provoked 
the  rebellion  of  five  millions  of  tn^r  fel- 
low suljects,  rather  than  concede  the 
Catholic  questkm.  In  the  place  of  such 
men  thero  was  now  a  cabinet,  not 
pledged  to  unite  in  support  of  that  mea- 
sure, but  possessing  a  maiority  in  its  fa- 
vour. He  looked  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman for  sustaining  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  the  oountry  by  his'  own  trans- 
ceadanl;  talents,  and  the  support  of  those 
who  surrounded  Urn.  He  respected  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Peel),  and  re- 
gretted the  loss  of  his  services  as  a  secre* 
taiy  of  state;  but  he  did  not  regret  him 
as  a  member  of  the  cabinet.  He  did  not 
think  that  a  man  h<Mittg  <»piiiious  which 
he  must  call  bigotted  was  fit  to  hold  the 
hdm  of  fltete  in  any  country,  Catholic  or 
Protestant.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
was,  perhapSp  only  fitted  to  manaoe  the 
estates  of  his  hoUness  the  pope;  for  the 
pr^udices  of  ihek  minds  seemed  to  be 
precisely  of  the  same  ^enat,  although 
these  was  some  diference  as  to  their  ap- 
pUeation.  His  M^esty  had  thoi^t  fit  to 
exereise  his  pserogaitiee  m  the  appotntp 
mcM  of  a  ministry,  and  the  onlif  ^eeefeion 
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to  be  diefermkiei  iff  ttftt  Heuse  waa^  1vlke»- 
ther  tiiey  would  support  tkose  who  were 
disposed  to  panue  a  Itberal  and  eti%ht- 
ened  poKcj,  or  go  back  again  to  the  con-* 
trol  of  that  miserable  remnant  which  had 
been  discajfded. 

Mr.  E,  Wodskou^  said,  that  in  the  pre>« 
sent  state  of  the  public  mind,  he  had  felt 
it  would  be  highly  satisfactory  lo  the  House, 
and  advantageous  to  ibe  country,  if  tl^e 
sulsgect  was  fairly  brought  forward  by  a 
motion  upon  the  state  6f  the  country.  He 
had  accordittghr  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
right  hon.  the  rresident  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  the  6th  of  May,  stating  that 
opinion,  and  he  had  receired  an  answer 
from  Somerset<-house,  which  he  would  read 
¥>  the  House.  **  My  dear  Sir,  when  we 
parted,  I  thiqk  we  were  agreed  that  a  great 
deal  of  good  might  resuH,  m  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  from  a  motion  upon 
the  state  of  the  nation,  and  that  ^e  sooner 
that  motbn  was  made  the  better;  but  you 
seemed  also  to-fhink  that  it  would  b!e  a 
great  deal  better  if  that  motion  came  from 
a  decided  opponent  of  the  gOTcmment, 
rather  thaiit  rrom  a  person  who  was*  an 
atowed  friend  " — 

Mr.  Lyttieton  entreated  his  hon.  ffiend, 
not  to  persist  m  reading  the  correspond- 
dence.  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  his. 
riffht  hon.  fHend  was  averse  to  the  exposure 
of  letters  which  were  intended  to  be 
private. 

Mr.  Huskisitm  begged  his  hon.  friend  to 
recollect  that  the  letter  he  held  in  his  hand 
was  marked  ''private.**  As  far  as  he 
recollected,  the  hon.  gentleman  requested 
the  letter  to  be  returned  to  him ;  but  he 
certainly  did  not  contemplate  the  possibility 
of  its  being  made  public. 

Mr.  Wodekouse  exclaimed,  "  There  sits 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  I  rose  to  vin- 
dicate my  character  from  the  foulest 
calumnies.  This  very  day  a  gentleman  I 
have  known  for  years,  both  at  Oxford,  and 
while  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House, 
declared  to  me,  that  there  was  no  end  to 
the  calumnies  propagated  against  me/' 

Mr.  P<n'tman  was  confident  diere  was  no 
gentleman  who  could,  foif  a  moment,  sup- 
pose the  character  of  his  hon.  friend  likely 
to  be  affected  by  anything  which  had  taken 
place  between  him  and  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Huskissori  did  not  thbk  the  hon. 
member  could  have  any  reason  to  fear 
calumny,  on  account  of  what  was  contained' 
in  the  notes.    He  objected  to  their  being 


made  public',  more  upoh  the  prindpfe  oC 
their  iMeing  pftvate,  than  from  anydisin- 
elinadon  to  tibo  exjposure  of  their  con- 
tents. 

Mr.  Wodehome  said,  he  would  dfl^onIj| 
one  word  more,  fh  did  not  rise  to  itLh^ 
stantiate  private  honour,  but  public  honom*. 
He  did  not  so  much  desire  to  vmdicate  his 
own  charactet„  as  to  defend  puMic  men, 
and  to  ophold  official  intepprity.  For  that 
purpose  alone  he  had  offerea  himself  to 
the  House. 

Upon  the  question,  that  the  Speaker  dd 
leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  Hume  saidj  that  the  right  hott. 
gentleman  opposite  must  see,  that  thi 
country  expected  of  him  a  change  of  prin- 
ciple in  financial  matters.  He  concnrkied 
perfectly  in  the  opiniona  which  the  hott. 
baronet  had  expressed  in  the  very  manly 
speech  which  ne  had  just  made,  and  he 
trusted  that  any  observations  which  might 
now  fedl  fh>m  him  would  not  lead  anV  hon. 
member  to  suppose  that  he  differed  from 
those  opinions.  This,  however,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  say,  that  the  country  expected 
rdief.  They  were  now  in  the  thirteenth 
year,  of  peace.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  the  nation  had  been  led  to  expect 
relief  year  after  year;  but  let  the  Hons^ 
reflect  how  those  thirteen  years  had  passed* 
away.  There  had  been  a  military  establish- 
ment, onlysuitabln  to  a  state,  of  actual 
warfare,  constantly  kept  up,  and  they  were, 
now  in  a  state  of  utter  bdnkmptcy.  In 
1821,  the  expenditure  was  bi^ought  within- 
the  income  of  the  government ;  and  he 
hoped  diat  the  same  would  be  done  this, 
year.  In  the  last  year,  the  House  had^ 
agreed  to  add  eight  and  a  half  millions  to 
the  unfunded  debt,  under  a  promise  that  a. 
similar  sum  should  be  taken  from  th6 
funded  debt.  Tliat  vote  he  should  nevet 
have  agreed  to,  had  it  not  been  from  the 
unparalleled  distresses  of  the  country,  and 
the  promises  of  relief  which  were  then  held' 
out.  The  House  might  not  generally  know, 
diat  no  relief  whatever  had  been  given  to 
the  country.  On  the  contrary,  the  expen- 
diture had  exceeded  the  revenue  by  four 
mUlions  and  a  half,  and  the  debt  of  the 
country  had  consequently  increased.  When 
the  business  relative  to  Portugal  was 
brought  forward,  he  had  implored  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  pause 
before  he  took  a  step  which,  throwing 
the  political  consequences  of  it  altogether 
aside,  Aost  entail  great  expense  upon  thd 
country.  And,  how  did  matters  now  stand? 
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Why,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  fbiur  mil- 
fions  and  a  half  last  year»  and  there 
would  be  a  similar  deficiency  this;  and 
yet  they  were  still  keeping  up  the  farce  of 
a  sinking  fund.    He  hoped  the  right  hon. 

gentleman  would  not  be  induced  to  defer 
is  intended  committeeof  finance  until  next 
year,  but  set  about  it  immediately.  "With 
respect  to  going  into  the  committee  of 
supply  nowy  he  thought  that  he  was  entitled 
to  ask  of  Ihe  right  hon.  gentleman  not  to 
proceed  to  it  until  he  hcd  first  redeemed 
the  pledge  riTen  by  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  not  to  ask  .for  any 
more  supplies,  until  he  had  brought  for- 
ward his  financial  statement  for  ti^e  year. 
If  he  thought  that  the  line  of  conduct 
which  he  was  now  pursuing  would  throw 
any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  right 
bon.  gentleman,  he  would  abandon  it.  He 
did  not  think  that  it  would ;  and  he  thought, 
that,  after  what  he  had  said,  he  was  justi- 
fied in  asking  how  far  ministers  coidd  make 
lip  the  deficiency  in  the  year*s  revenue; 
and  whether  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
poute  meant  to  take  any  immediate  means 
of  lessening  the  expenditure  of  the 
country? 

Mr.  Merries,  in  the  absence  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  would  not  undertake  to  enter 
into  any  explanation  of  the  topics  adverted 
to  by  the  hon.  member,  but  would  submit 
to  his  consideration,  and  to  that  of  the 
House,  that  although  such  an  intimation  as 
was  adverted  to  by  him  might  have  been 
given,  yet  that  some  circumstances  had 
since  vSken  place  which  would  justify  a 
postponement  beyond  the  period  at  which 
nis  noble  friend  had  expressed  his  inten- 
tion  of  bringing  the  budget  forward.  He 
knew  it  was  his  noble  friend's  intention  to 
have  brought  it  forward;  but  he  trusted 
the  circumstances  to  which  he  alluded 
would  satisfy  the  hon.  member  why  an 
altered  course  had  been  adopted.  The 
estimates  whidh  he  would  that  night  pro- 
pose would  bear  no  considerable  proportion 
to  the  general  financial  statement  which 
his  right  hon.  friend  would  bring  forward 
on  another  occasion :  after  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  member  for  Abingdon,  he' 
did  not  expect  that  any  opposition  would 
be  made  to  voting  the  Miscellaneous 
Estimates,  which  were  brought  down  to 
the  lowest  possible  standard. 

Mr.  Catnung^  who  had  just  entered 
the  House,  said,  that  if  he  did  not 
at  that  moment  enter  into  the  eq>lana- 
tion  which  the  honourable  member  re- 


quired, it  was  because  he  leserved  it  for  • 
niture  period,  when  he  should  be  able 
to  submit  the  financial  statement  in  a 
manner  more  satisfactory  to  the  House 
and  country  than  he  could  do  at  present) 
That  statement  he  hoped  to  make  on 
that  day  fortnight.  The  estimates  which 
would  be  previously,  proposed  in  the  Cooif* 
mittee  of  Supply  would  bear  noimmediattf 
reference  to  tnat  ge^aral  statement,  and 
would  be  only  such  as  were  indispensable 
to  the  public  service.  For  his  own  part^ 
he  was  desirous  that  the  House  should  be 
put  in  possession  of  the  annual  financial 
statement  as  early  as  possible.  It  should 
be  remembered,  however,  that  it  was  not 
customary  to  bring  forward  the  budget 
previously  to  voting  the  ways  and  meansu 

Colonel  Davies  thought,  that,  con- 
sidering the  arduous  duties  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  had  to  perform,  he 
was  entitled  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  but  at  the  same  time,  he  must  ap- 
prove of  the  course  which  his  hon.  friend 
was  pursuing,  in  requiring  every  possible 
reduction.  Government  ought  certainly 
to  bear  a  great  share  of  the  blame  for 
mis-spending  the  public  money ;  but  that 
House,  which  was  the  guardian  of  the 
public  purse,  was  more  culpable  in  wink-> 
mg  at  such  extravagance.  Millions  had 
been  voted  away  at  times  when,  if  the 
House  had  been  counted,  there  were  not 
sufficient  members  present  to  make  a^ 
House.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  seat  himself  upon  a  basis  from  which 
he  was  not  to  be  shaken,  in  the  hearts,  of 
the  people,  he  would  do  so  by  reducing  the 
expenditure  of  the  country,  and  make 
himself  the  most  popular  minister  that 
this  country  ever  had. 

Loid  Hotaiek  said,  that  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  promised^ 
that  the  House  should  not  be  called  to 
vote  any  more  supplies  until  the  general 
statement  had  been  brought  forward,  and 
it  was  upon  that  pledge  that  he  rested 
his  opinion.  It  could  not  be  denied  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  many 
difficulties  to  contend  with;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  did  not  see  why  these 
supplies  should  not  be  deferred  until  be 
had  brought  forward  his  general  state- 
ment. He  was  anxious  not  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  government,  but 
he  thought  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
expenditure,  until  the  means  by  which 
that  expenditure  was  to  be  met  had  been 
pointed   out;    and,   upon   that  ground^ 
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tlie  iii»*  fldembcr  for  MoBtroae  shonld 
haye  big  vote,  if  he  persevered  in  his  op* 
position. 

Lord  Milton  said,  that  when  he  gave  it 
afrhis  opioioD,  that  the  committee  should 
be  gone  into»  the  hon.  member  for  Mon- 
trose must  not  suppose  that  he  meant  to 
desert  him  in  his  endeavours  to  bring 
about  an  economical  reform.  Next  to 
Ireland,  he  thought  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  this  country  the  most  alarming  object 
thnt  presented  itself  to  the  consideration 
of  that  House.  He  could  not  see  without 
alarm  so  email  a  surplus  aa  one  million  over 
the  expenditure  oi  the  country. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  said,  he  was  sure 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  would 
feel  gratified  when  he  told  nim,  that  a 
laige  number  of  his  constituents  were  sa- 
tisfied with  his  government.  For  his  own 
part,  though  he  continued  in  his  former 
seat,  he  would  give  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man his  support  as  far  as  he  could  [cheers], 
in  spite  or  the  very  degrading  umguage 
vhica  had  been  used  towards  him  else- 
where. He  had  often  heard  severe  reflec- 
tions passed  upon  the  debates  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  London.  They  had  been 
called  a  set  of  men,  who  used  nothing  but 
vulgar  language.  But  he  must  say,  that 
he  never  heard  anything  elsewhere  which 
neariy  approached  the  language  to  which 
he  referred.  He  hoped  his  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Montrose,  with  whom  he 
bad  so  often  voted,  would  not  embarrass 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  drive  him  to 
a  oomer  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 
He  had  only  one  con^Uiint  to  make  against 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  that  was  for 
an  expression  into  which  he  had  been 
goadea.  He  hoped  that  whatever  he  might 
say  as  to  parliamentary  reform,  which  he 
had  always  opposed,  he  would  not  again 
get  up  in  hia  place  and  say.  that  he  would 
oppose  therepsal  of  the  Test  act  to  the  last 
hourofhisliferNo,nol].  Freouent allusions 
had  been  made  to  the  march  of  intellect. 
Now,  although  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
might  have  proceeded  on  this  march,  even 
to  the  very  pinnacle,  he  thought  the  time 
would  vet  come  whenhewould  think  that  the 
difficulties  under  which  so  many  thousand 
Dissenters  laboured  oug^t  to  be  removed. 
He  ahould  conclude  by  observing,  that  on 
aUoccaaiotts  where  the  measures  of  govem- 
meot  were  directed  to  the  public  good,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  might  be  sure  of  his 
sumiort 
.  SkBobirt  WU$on  rose  to  make  one  ol^ 


servatk>iM)n  wfaathad  fUlenikom  theworthy 
alderman.  To  those  who  knew  him,  he 
need  hardly  say,  that  he  was  a  friend  to 
civil  and  religions  liberty  in  the  most  com- 
prehensive sense  of  the  term.  He  there- 
fore blamed  the  Dissenters  for  not  having 
made  common  cause  with  their  Roman 
Catholic  fellow-subjects  in  petitioning  the 
legislature  for  a  repeal  of  those  acts ;  and 
for  that  reason  he,  for  one,  should  ioin 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  opposing  their 
repeal.  It  was  for  this  reason — because 
there  were  eighteen  millions  composing  the 
population  of  the  country,  eight  millions  of 
which  were  excluded  from  those  ridita 
which  the  other  ten  millions  enjoyed.  Now, 
if,  accoMing  to  the  worthy  alderman's 
view,  the  Test  act  ou|;ht  to  be  repealed 
with  reference  to  the  Dissenters,  that  class 
of  persons  would  unite  in  keeping  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  from  participating  in  the 
rights  which  were  conceded  to  themselves. 

Mr.  S,  Worthy  put  it  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen who  were  engaged  in  these  irrele- 
vant discussions,  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  beneficial  to  the  public  service,  that, 
the  House  should  at  once  proceed  to  busi- 
ness. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  Commit- 
tee; in  which  the  several  Miscellaneous 
Estimates  were  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 
Monday,  May  14. 

Vote  op  Thavks.  to  the  Army  in 
India.]  Lord  Ooderich,  in  pursuance  of 
the  notiee  which  he  had  given,  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  proposbg  to  their  lordships 
to  pass  a  Vote  of  Thanlut  to  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  England,  which  had  been  recently 
employed  in  the  eastern  hemisphere ;  and 
if  It  was  now  some  time  since  the  period 
when  their  lordships  used  to  be  called 
upon,  almost  annually,  to  testify  the  sense 
which  they  entertained  of  the  invaluable 
services  which  the  fleats  and  armies  of  his 
majesty  rendered  to  the  country,  it  was 
impossible  that  their  lordships  should  not 
recollect,  diat  the  very  infireqnency  of  these 
motions  resulted  from  the  peace,  which 
was  itself  the  result  of  the  unparalleled 
successes,  for  which  their  lordships  had  been 
called  upon  to  express  their  gratitude.  Hefelt 
it  to  be  impossible  for  him  to  discharge  the 
du^  whichhe  had  to-day  to  perform,of  pro- 
posing  to  their  lordships  to  thank  the  army 
m  India,  without  recollecting,  with  no  or- 
dinary dqpree  of  pride  and 


TiA^        HOUSB  6f  LOfRlJS,        Vhftq 

tlitte  ft  Wtdf^  Im,  at  t&e  tetuHfintidn  of 
that  watr,  to  be  Oto«  of  Aote  indhridfmls 
f^bo-vrefe-  elected  by  the  other  Rottoe  of 
Pilrliament  to  conrey  tbeit  thanks  to  a 
great  and  illiMtiiout  ^oke,  t^hom  they 
thoagfat  it  air  honour  to  tbenntelTes  to 
thane  fbr  th^  s^artrfces  which  he  had  ren- 
diered  to  his  eotintry;  and  he  was  per- 
Btnvdedy.  that  there  was  no  man  in  their 
liMpdships^  house,  or  in  the  country,  who 
would  jom  wi^h  him  with  greater  sincerity, 
in  asking  parliament  to  e^tpress.  their  sense 
of  th«  services  of  the  army  iti  India  than 
that  nobieduke  himself;  particularly  when 
be  recollected,  that  the  theati^  where  those 
services  were  performed  was  the  theatre 
where  the  illustrious  duke  first  unsheathed 
that  sword  which  had  flashed  so  many 
years  in  terror  to  the  enemies,  and  in  glory 
to  the  ftieadS)  of  this  country.  He  felt  it 
Ins  duty  to  make  these  prelimindry  obser- 
vations, as  an  act  of  justice  to  that  noble 
individual ;  and  he  should  now  proceed  to 
submit  to  ^eir  lordships  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  thought  they  were  called  upon 
to  pass  their  approbation ;  and  in  doing 
so  he  sfaoufa)  not  advert  to  any  of  those 
political  topics  connected  with  the  cause 
and  origin  of  the  war  against  the  Bnrmese, 
ot  the  attack  upon  the  fortress  of  Bhurt- 
pore.  It  was  manifestly  desirable  to  ab- 
atain  from  topics  which  had  a  tendency  to 
disturb  that;  ananlmiw  which  was  Biost  de- 
sirable in  cases  of  this  kiiMl,  and  which 
certainly  added  no  ordinary  ^ce  to  the 
thanks  of  parliament  The  cirdutniitanees 
which  led  to  the  operations  conducted  by 
sir  Archibald  Campbell  against  the  Bur- 
mese, originated  a  considerable  time  before 
the  government  of  India  feh  caHed  upon 
to  resort  to  actual  hostilities ;  and  it  was 
impossible  that  they  should  not  feel,  that 
they  were  about  to  undertake  operations 
of  no  ordinary  difficulty.  The  country 
was  entirely  unknown,  and  communication 
was  exceedingly  difficult.  The  only  mode 
f6r  our  troops  to  stflke  a  decisive  blow 
agaihst  the  eneoty,  and  capture  the  capi« 
tal,  was  by  availing  themselves  cT  the  course 
of  the  great  river  which  led  from  the  capital 
to  Raiigoon.  Although  the  nature  of  the 
enemy's  country  was  unknown,  this  cir- 
cumstance was  iperfectly  known-— that  the 
people  were  wanace  and  resolute  men,  w4m> 
nad  a  very  high  sense  of  their  own  import- 
ance, and  of  their  own  means.  It  was  im- 
possible, therefore,  that  the  operations  of 
oirr  troops  could  be  attended  with  imme^ 
diate  success,  in  a  country  where  great  / 
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IdiffieultiM^re  opposed  to  d^'ftumnieiM 
of  the  troops,  -mwever,  as'soon  as  a  hos^ 
tile  feeling  was  shown  on  the  part  of  thof 
Burmeae,  the  teiost  active  prepaiationa 
were  made  to  take  the  field.  And  it  wai^ 
impossible  for  language  to  eouTey  in  sufll** 
ciently  strong  terms  the  efforts  made  by 
sir  Thomas  Monro,  th^  head  of  the  govern 
ment  of  Madras ;  in  which  presidency  the 
main  body  of  ^e  ttoops  was  coHected,  who 
were  drawn  from  grOat  distances  with  the' 
utmost  rapidity.  Bat  die  merit  of  the 
praise  was  not  due  to  sir  Thomas  Monro 
alone,  who  brought  the  troops  together ;  for 
there  were  few  circumstances  under  whiclr 
the  native  tioopa  had  so  signalised  them- 
selves, and  their  conduct  gave  a  character 
to  that  portion  of  the  forces  of  the  East 
India  company,  which  was  beyond  aU 
praise,  and  which  was,  in  a  mflitary 
point  -of  view,  of  no  orditiary  inter* 
est ;  for  their  lordships  well  knew  the 
aversion  which  the  native  troops  felt 
to  operations  of  sach  a  kind;  oesides 
which,  a  superstitious  feeling  prevailed' 
among  them  with  respect  to  the  fortress  of 
Bhurtpore.  Most  of  the  native  troops  had* 
been  brought  from  distances  of  many' 
hundred  miles ;  some  from  a  distance  of  a' 
thousand  miles,  and  yet  there  were  no! 
more  than  two  individuals  who  had  not 
embarked  m^  their  corps.  The  first 
operations  of  the  artny  were  directed 
against  Kaiogoon ;  and,  tnough  the  enemy 
had  not  the  means  of  making  a  defence 
of  that  position,  yet  our  ttoops  found  it 
impossible  to  advance  a  single  step  vrith- 
out  opposition.  The  enemy  knew  the 
strength  of  his  own  country,  availed  him-' 
self  of  his  own  resourced,  and  kept  up  that 
desultory  warfare,  which  exposed  our  troops* 
to  every  privation,  and  made  the  effects  of 
climate  still  more  destructive.  The  skill 
which  the  enemy  displayed  in  the  defence 
of  his  country  manifested  no  ordinary 
degree  of  capacity,  bearing  on  defensive 
VTarfore.  Nothing,  however,  could  with- 
stand the  attack  of  our  ttoops.  Every 
inch  of  ground  was  contested,  step 
by  step,  in  personal  conflicts  betweetf 
man  and  man;  and  in  every  instance' 
oar  troops  vrere  successful,  and  Ae' 
result  was  the  entire  dtsoersion  of  A'e 
force  whtth  the  enemy  could  collect,  hhd 
hfs  ultimately  suing  for  t>eace.  Bat  he- 
ought  to  advert— indeed,  rtwotlld  be  gross: 
injustice  to  another  branch  of  the  service 
if  he  did  not  advert — to  the  advantageoni' 
co-operation  of  the  navd  force. 
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Hie  utbtsnce  of  wbich  it  would  have  been 
totally  impoMible  for  the  land  operations 
to  have  succeeded.  The  supplies  could 
never  have  been  carried  up,  out  for  the 
ftcHities  the  river  afforded ;  which  were 
not,  however,  without  countervailing  diffi* 
•cnhtes.  The  river  was  navigated  by  vessels 
of  the  enemy,  denominated  war-boats; 
and,  if  there  had  not  been  a  competent 
naval  force,  directed  by  that  en^:^  which 
Jiad  always  characterized  the  British  navy, 
that  naval  force  of  the  Burmese  would  have 
Tendered  unsuccessful  the  operations  of  the 
Iroope.  However  great  might  be  his 
opinion  of  the  services  of  the  army,  he 
was  bound  to  manifest  the  same  feeling 
with  respect  to  the  co-operations  of  the 
navy.  He  did  not  thmk  it  necessary  for 
him  to  trouble  their  lordships  by  going 
into  details,  or  by  mentioning,  m  par- 
ticular, the  names  of  individuus.  Those 
names  were  contained  in  the  motions ;  and 
would  find,  in  the  records  of  their  lordships' 
House,  a  testimony  which  was  far  beyond 
the  transitory  eulogtum  which  so  humble 
an'indivfdQai  as  himself  might  presume  to 
pass.  With  respect  to  the  fortress  of 
Bhurtpore,  those  persons  who  had  not 
applied  their  mincls  to  subjecte  of  this 
land,  might,  at  first  view,  think  -  it  not 
Reserving  the  attention  of  their  lord- 
ships, that  a  small  and  isolated  fortress 
should  have  been  captured  after  a  regular 
aiege  foA  assault :  but  there  were  some 
circumstances  connected  with  that  fortress, 
whicb  gave  it  no  ordinary  importance  in 
the  eyes  of  the  g*ovemment  of  India,  and 
the  successful  assaak  of  that  position  fully 
deserved  their  lordships'  thanks.  That 
Ibrtress  had  always  been  considered  in 
India  as  a  very  strong  place,  and  had, 
twenty  years  ago,  sucoessmllj  resisted  a 
vigorous  atteck  made  upon  it ;  and  the 
failure  of  that  attempt  nad  inspired  the 
native  with  such  a  conviction  of  its 
strength,  or  rather  suck  a  superstitious 
belief  that  it  was  invulnerable,  as  made  it 
acquire  in  their  eyes  the  greatest  import- 
ance, and  rendered  it  the  rallying  point 
of  every  person  hostile  to  the  Indian 
{(ovamment*  It  was  imponible  to  say 
iriuut  the  consequences  would  have  been, 
of  either  leaving  that  fortress  in  the  poa- 
acssioa  of  the  n^ah,  or  of  failing  in  the 
attempt  which  bad  bawwaade.  He  could 
say,  with  perfect  tnt A  and  justice,  that 
the  .prspaiations  made  to  ensure  the 
oeitaintf  of  success  were  only  equalled  by 
Ae  attack.  An  attack  was  flOAde  upon 
VOL.  XVII.  ' 


the  fortress  by  sir  Edward  Paget,  and 
afterwards  by  lord  Combermere,  when  the 
accumulated  number  of  troops  and  artillery 
made  success  infallible.  It  was  of  no  incon- 
siderable importance,  and  the  circum- 
stance was  a  strong  proof  of  the  judgment 
with  which  the  attack  was  planned,  that, 
when  every  thing  was  prepared,  and  the 
batteries  erected,  not  a  moment  was  lost 
in  giving  them  their  full  effect;  and,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  this  mighty,  and 
hitherto  oonsidered  impregnable,  fortress 
was  taken  by  assault,  though  defended  by 
the  greatest  vigour  and  bravery.  After 
the  loss  of  four  thousand  men,  the  enemy 
was  under  the  necessity  of  surrendering^ 
this  key-stone  of  Uieir  strength,  and  of 
yielding  up  a  fortress  of  the  greatest  im- 
portence  to  the  security  of  our  empire  in 
the  east.  He  was  afraid  he  had  detained 
their  brdships  too  long ;  but  he  hoped 
they  were  too  ready  to  do  justice  to  th6 
efforts  of  their  countrymen,  not  to  pardon  the 
weakness  of  his  eulogium.  He  now  begged 
leave  to  move,  "  That  the  thanks  of  the 
House  should  be  given  to  lord  Combermere, 
Commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  in  India, 
for  the  zeal  and  meritorious  conduct  he 
displayed  in  commanding  the  troops 
employed  in  the  attack  upon  Bhurtpore, 
ana  particularly  for  the  judgment  with 
which  he  planned  the  assault  upon  that 
fortress,  Uie  success  of  which  has  been 
highly  valuable  to  the  reputatio^i  of  the 
British  arms."  He  likewise  moved  votes 
of  thanks,  similar  to  those  passed  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday  last,  to 
the  different  officers  and  men,  and  to  the 
army  and  navy. 

Tne  Duke  of  WelUngton  said,  he  did 
not  mean  to  enter  into  the  details  which 
his  noble  friend  had  gone  into,  but  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  deemed  presumptuous 
in  nim  to  offer  a  few  words  on  the  occa- 
sion, particularly  when  their  lordships 
considered  the  relation  in  which  he  stood 
to  die  officers  and  troops  employ^  in 
India.  If  he  had  had  no  other  motive  for 
addressing  their  lordships,  he  should  have 
been  induced  to  do  so  W  the  kind  remarks 
of  his  noble  friend,  who  had  atteched  more 
merit  to  him  than  his  services  deserved. 
With  respect  to  Bhur^re,  his  noble 
firiend  had  accjuainted  their  lordships  with 
that  superstitious  notion  which  invested 
the  fortress  with  impregnability;  and  he 
had  also  informed  tneir  lordsnips  of  the 
attack  which  had  been  made  on  it  twenty 
yeaia  ago.  It  was  only  justice  to  the 
20 
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governor  of  hidia  to  observe,  that  be  had 
prepared  the  way  for  the  success  of  lord 
Combermere,  and  had  displayed  the 
greatest  anxiety,  that  means  sufficient  for 
die  purpose  should  be  placed  under  his 
command.  This,  justice  was  due  lo  the 
goven^or-general ;  but  he  must  also  say, 
fii^at  jao  time  was  lost  in  beginning  opera* 
lions.  His  noUe  friend,  lord  Combennere, 
had  lost  no  time  in  joining  the  army  on 
bis  arrival  in  India,  and  hM  traveUed  up* 
wards  of  a  thousand  miles  in  ten  days,  m 
order  that  he  mi^  begin  the  operations 
at;  a  proper  season.  He  had  commenced 
those  operations,  and  carried  than  on, 
with  that  vigour  and  acUvitv  which  ensured 
their  success ;  and  had  olosed  them  by  a 
military  feat  which  had  never  been  sur* 
passed  by  any  army  upon  any  occasion. 
With  respect  to  the  operations  in  Ava,  he 
must  say,  that  little  mora  was  known  of 
that  country  than  its  name.  The  Indian 
government  knevr  nothing  of  the  climate, 
nor  of  the  nature  of  the  government  or  the 
f^eople.  They  knew  nothing  respecting 
Its  military  force^  (or  of  any  of  those  cir^ 
eumstanoes  which  would  enable  a  man 
to  ibrm  a  plan  of  military  operations,  or 
found  any  notion  in  what  way  to  proceed 
to  carry  on  a  war.  The  ffovemment  knew 
nothing  of  the  topography  or  geography 
ofthecountiT.  Under  these  circumstances, 
sir  A.  Campbell  went  to  Rangoon  with  his 
army,  lut  the  commencement  of  the  rainy 
season;  and  it  was  not,  therefore,  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  the  operations  should 
have  excited  so  much  anxiety  and  donbts 
•8  to  their  termination.  The  aimy  fbimd 
that  every  animal  had  been  driven  out  of 
the  country ;  and  every  man  suffered  under 
great  privations,  in  consequence  ^  the 
want  of  provisions.  It  was  not  possible 
to  describe  the  nature  of  those  privations 
which  the  troops  had  suffered ;  and  which 
were  aggravated  by  the  climate  of  the 
country.  The  officers  and  troops  baud, 
however,  borne  all  these  privations,  and 
encountered  every  dfficultv,  with  the 
ipneatest  cheerfulness ;  and,  after  vanquish- 
ing a  numerous  enemy,  brought  the 
contest  to  an  end  honourable  to  this  conn* 
try,  by  that  which  he  hoped  would  be  a 
lasting  peace.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  concaved  there  never  had  been  an 
occasion  upon  which  their  lordships  had 
been  called  upon  to  express  their  approba* 
tion,.  when  it  was  better  deserved. 

The  Earl. of  Carlisle  thought,  after  the 
•atis&ctory  tesUmony  which  bad  just  been 


borne  to  the  servkes  of  tho^e*  troope 
whom  it  was  proposed  to  thank,  it  might 
be  deemed  presumptuQus  in  hii|i.to<«ttempt 
to  follow  up  that  testimony:  by .  any  ex- 
pression ot  his  sentiment^;*  bot|  having; 
formerly  held  a  situation,  hp^isisversubordir 
nate,  connected  with  the  aSiswr^C.India^ 
he  felt  anxious  to  offer  his  humble  4ribUt0 
of  applause  to  those  impoitant  'servieea 
rendered  by  die  capture  of  Bhurtpore^ 
the  conquest  of  which  would,  be  trusted, 
secure  permanent  peace  to  that  part  of  the 
British  empire.  But  if  their  lordships 
admired  the  gallantry  which  led  to  thsit 
conquest,  they  ought,  in  a  still  mater 
d^;m,  to  admire  the  cool  and  collected 
courage,  the  patient  and  enduring  spirit, 
which  animated  the  armv,  and  preserved 
its  energy,  until  the  time  tor  action  airived, 
when  ihey  pursued  a  new  en^my  iiiiia«e«r 
country,  hunted  bun  from  his  recesses,  and 
finally  dictated  the  terms  of  peace  at  m 
short  distance  fromhis  capital.  He  thought 
that  praise  was  due,  not  only  to  the 
militai^,  but  to  the  naval  force.  He  had 
no  wish  to  create  any  difierence  of  opinion  i 
but  be  could  have  wished,  that  the  name 
of  the  governor-general,  who  had  so  aUy 
made  every  preparatkm  for  the  war,  migfaSt 
have  been  inserted  in  the  thanks  of  the 
House.  He  perfectly  understood  the  dis- 
tinction drawn  by  bis  noUe  friend;  but  he 
regretted  that  the  noble  lord  who  presided 
over  the  government  m  India  had  been 
subject  to  unfounded  misrepresentations^ 
though  he  trusted  that  his  noble  friend 
would  answer  those  misrepresentatkmp 
satisfactorily  to  his  country,  by  two  exK 
pressive  words — ^Ava  and  Bhurtpore. 

The  Earl  of  Marley  thought  that,  coo^ 
jidering  the  patient  and  enduring  spirit  of 
the  army,  it  would  be  difficult  to  select  an 
occasion  upon  whkh  the  tribute  of  national 
gratitude  was  more  deserved.  Though  ha 
felt,  with  bb  noble  friend,  that  it  would 
not  be  strictly  within  the  usage  of  parlia- 
ment to  express,  in  a  separate  motieo, 
the  sense  they  entertained  of  the  ciini 
government  of  India,  still  he  thought  it 
would  be  an  act  of  gross  injustice,  if  he 
did  not  advert  to  the  firmness  and  wisdom 
of  those  councils  ^riiich  gave  energy  to  our 
armies.  The  votes  ofthanks  were  restricted 
to  the  operations  in  Ava  and  agatnat 
Bhur^re ;  but  it  did  not  appear  l:^  any 
thing  m  those  motions,  that  the  oiie  opeinH 
tion  was  not  subsequent  to  the  other,  and 
that  the  resources  of  the  one  were  not 
transfeiiied  to  the  odier.    Such»  howevtl^ 
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mot  the  case.  It  was  during  the  moai 
trying  period  of  the  operations  in  Aya,  that 
tCiM  .enterprise  against  BKurtpore  became 
uigent;  and  gpvemment  so  admirably 
.managed  their  resources,  that  they  were 
•enabled  to  equip  and  send  into  the  field  an 
army,  fully  adequate  to  the  purposes  for 
it  was  formed.    He  thought  great 


•praise  was  due  to  the  govemor-geneial  for 
lib  firmness  and  wisdom,  without  which 
the  capture  of  Bhurtpore  would  nerer  have 
teken  place.  Great  as  had  been  the  success 
Jigainst  Bhurtpore,  and  the  advantages 
.cterived  fiom  it,  that  noble  lord  was  as 
«low  to  claim  merit  for  those  advantages, 
as  he  was  before  ready  to  repel  those 
.chaiges  broii^t  against  him,  during  the 
^continuance  of  the  military  operations. 
Orievous  were  the  forebodings,  uid  griev- 
jous  the  complamts,  against  that  noble  lord 
during  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  It  was 
•now,  indeed,  generally  acknowledged,  that 
-at  the  time  tbatnoble  lord  arrived  in  Imlia, 
.the  question  of  going  to  war  with  Avawas 
no  longer  an  open  question ;  and  such  was 
the  determination  of  the  government  of 
Am  to  measure  .their  forces  with  us  in  the 
.field,  that  a  few  months  of  feverish  repose 
-were  the  most  that  could  be  expected. 

The  Earl. of  Harramby  said,  that  after 
the  observations  that  had  been  made,  he 
considered  it  necessary  for  some  member 
of  government  to  declare,  that  the  glorious 
,  results  of  the  war  were  not  only  attributable 
to  the  valour  of  our  troops,  but  to. the 
judgment  and  discretion  of  ^e  governor- 
general.    The  only  reason  why  the  noble 
lord  had  not  been  included  in  the  vote  of 
thanks  was,  that  it  was  not  usual  that 
thanks  should  be  voted  to  the  civil  officers 
I  of  the  state.    The  only  occasion  in  which 
.that  usage  had  been  departed  from,  was  in 
-  the  instance  of  a  noble  relative  of  the  noble 
.  duke,  who  had,  to  a  certain  extent,  sUlopted 
the  military  character,  bv  placing  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  expedition.   He  begged 
to  declare,  m  die  most  unqualified  manner, 
that  great  merit  was  due  to  the  noble  lord 
.at  the  head  of  the  government :  for  it  was 
not  only  the  valour  of  our  troops,  but  the 
•  finnnesa  and  judgment  of  the  noble  lord, 
•which  had  secured  to  Uie  country  sueh 
brilliant   success.    The  noble  loni  had 
already  received  from  the  hand  of  his 
sovereign  a  splendid  mark  of  his  appcoba- 
tiop  ;  and  if  any  thing  could  add  to  the 
gratifici^ioD,  it  would  be  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  their  brdships  on  the  present 
iKcask)n,  especially  by  the  noble  diu^e.    . 


The  resolutions  i^ere  agreed  to,  nem.  di$. 

New  Admikistratiok  — -^  Forbiok 
Missions.]    The  Marquis  of  Londonderry 
said,  that,  after  the  debate  on  Thursday 
last — after  the  extraordinary  eulogium  that 
they  had  heand  on  a. right  hon.  gentleman, 
— uter  the  unanswerable  speech  they  had 
heard  fix>m  a  noble  earl  iriio  sat  behind 
him,  detaflittg  the  proceedings  by  which 
that  gentleman  had  succeeded;  and  which 
seemed  to  amount  to  a  kind  of  conspiracy, 
--after  all  the  display  of  that  person^s 
consistency — ^he  felt  liiat  be  must  again 
claim  theur  lordships'  indulgence,  while 
he  stated  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
to  faring  forward  the  motion  which  he 
was  induced  to  press ;  not  imputing  to  the 
noUe  lords  opposite  any  improper  distri- 
bution of  the  funds  intrusted  to  their 
charge^  not  with  any  view  of 'finding  fault 
with  the  expenditure,  or  the  penons  who 
had  recdved  it,  or  with  any  expectation 
of  displacing  them,  but  merely  to  show  the 
different  state  of  the  Foreign  Office  in  the 
year  1822  and  at  the  present  period.    If 
his  noble  friend  opposite  would  declare, 
that  the  present  government  was  to  be  the 
permanent  government,  he  would  at  once 
cease  to  press  this  or  any  other  motion  on 
the  subject ;  but,  unless  he  received  some 
assurance  on  the  pomt,  he'felt  it  his  duty 
to  call  on  noble  lords  to  declare  whether 
they  meant  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
the    country  to  the    conclusion  of  the 
session,  under  all  its  present  disadvantages 
— to  call  on  his  noble  friend  to  answer 
how  long  that  disgusting — ^for  that  was  the 
phrase  now— -that  diseusting  concubinage 
was  to  last.     He  would  nsk  the  reverend 
bench  if  they  were  a  party  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  affiurs? — ^if  they  were  the 
advisers  of  the  noble  marquis,  as  one  of 
the  high  contracting  parties?    He  Would 
ask  the  reverend  bencn  this,  sis  they  were 
the  guardians  of  our  morals  and  our  virtues. 
The  noble  marquis  was  an  old  stager;  he 
was  no  ffreeh-hom  in  politics ;  but  he 
would  teil  hidr,  that  before  he  had  brought 
the  victim  of  his  seduction  to  his  embrace, 
he  might  be  thrown  aside,  after  defamine 
the  character  of  his  victim.     He  ihould 
like  to  know  from  the  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack,  if,  after  audi  a  breach  of  promise 
in  another  place,  an  action  would  lie.    In 
point  of  conscience  he  would  say,  the 
conduct  was  such  as  to  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  individual  to  get  compens»> 
tioa.    He  would  again  appeal  to  the  right 
2C2 
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.reverend,  bench,  whedier  what  was  stated 
in  the  Treasury  journals  respecting  a  further 
accession  of  recruits  was  correct ;  or  whe- 
ther the  present  noble  lords  were  only 
holding  their  offices  as  trustees  who  were 
to  be  brought  in  alliance  to  bear  on  the 
important  question  of  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion t  He  would  tell  his  noble  friend 
opposite,  as  well  as  the  noble  maiquis, 
wiUi  regard  to  that  great  and  important 
question,  tlfat  he  had  always  been  its  most 
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year,   and  the  number  of   rq^ar  and 
special  missions/' 

Lord  Dudley  and  Ward  said,  that  one 
thing  only  he  could  gather  from  the 
speeches  of  the  noble  lord,  and  others 
who  had  addressed  the  House  in  the  same 
strain,  on  former  occasions ;  namely,  that 
he  and  they  entertained  a  strong  feeling 
of  dislike  towards  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
whom  the  king  had  been  pleased  to  phce 
at  the  head  of  his  goyemment.  No  other 
zealous  supporter;  but  he  would  not  suffer  fact  but  that,  was  he  able  to  make  out 


that  measure  to  be  carried  bv  any  sinister 
means;  knowing,  as  he  did,  the  sentiments 
of  the  highest  i>er8on  [order,  order]  on 
that  subject.  With  respect  to  the  present 
provisional  government,  it  was  notorious, 
that  several  of  the  offices  were  not  filled 
np.  We  had  no  Judge  Advocate;  no 
Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests ;  no 
Master  of  the  Mint— that  very  important 
office,  without  which  the  Treasury  could 
not  be  as  well  filled  as  it  should  he.  He 
should  like  to  know  from  those  gentlemen, 
the  editors  of  the  daily  press,  what  was 
intended  by  the  remarks  that  had  been 
made  on  the  subject  in  a  paper  which  be 
had  seen — 

*^  My  speech  on  Ouinlng's  master  mind 
Invcnves  a  great  mietake  youll  find. 
Pleaae  to  correct  this  gRNs  misprint, 
For  master  mind,  read  Master  mniJ' 

The  jnoble  marquis  proceeded  to  refer  to 
the  resignations  of  six  of  his  majesty's 
ainisters.  He  pronounced  a  warm  euk>gium 
on  the  duke  of  Wellington,  dwelling  oa 
the  feci  of  his  grace  having  been  selected 
for  various  foreign  missions  of  importance ; 
and  contended,  that  the  God  of  War  and 
not  the  God  of  Chicane,  ought  to  be  the 
director  of  his  majesty's  councils.  The 
circamstaiicea  of  the  bte  changes  were, 
lie  said,  before  their  lordships  and  the 
oounUy.  On  them  he  should  rest  the 
question,  leaving  it  to  the  sense  of  the 
.country  to  decicb  whether  this  juggle,  as 
he  wovud  caU  it,  was  not  a  disgrace  to  the 
House  and  the  country.  The  noUe  mar- 
quis concluded  by  movine,  **  That  a  return 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  of  all 
appoiatmenta  at  home  or  abroad  connected 
with  the  Foreign-office,  fiom  the  5th  Jan. 
1817,  la  the  5th  Jan.  1897 ;  speciMng 
the  name,,  situation,  salaries,  and  allow- 
ance^ including  his  majesty's  ambassadors, 
ministers,  and  consuls ;  necifying  all  such 
appointments  aa  arc  held  by  one  and  the 
JMune  person ;  with  the  total  expense  of 
the  wlude  depaitment :  distioguishmgcacii 


from  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord.    Be 
had  sat  a  good  many  years  in  parliament^ 
and  had  seen  many  Oppositions — right  or 
wrong,  he  had  taken  part  in  some  of  them. 
Those  Oppositions  were  formed  on  varioua 
.grounds;  but  some  public  principle  wa* 
always  involved  in  their  construction.   The 
present  period,  however,  presented  the  only 
example  to  be  found  in  tne  history  of  thn 
country,  of  an  Opposition  founded  on  no 
one  public  principle,  but  merely  on  per- 
sonal antipathy  to  the  prime   minister. 
The  noble  lord  had  alluded  to  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  he  supposed  that  he 
(lord  Dudley  and  Ward),  and  some  odier 
individuals  m  the  Administration,  stood. 
Upon  that  point  he  certamly  had  no  per- 
sonal desire  for  concealment.     He  would 
vriUingly — as  far  as  he  himself  was  con- 
cerned— tell  the  noble  lord  aB  he  knew 
on  the  subject ;  but  when  he  was  publicly 
interrogated,  he  must,  on  public  grounds, 
refuse  to  answer.    It  was  frequently  the 
custom  of  parliament  to  address  the  king^ 
to  dismiss  his  ministers  on  specific  grounds, 
such  as  their  incapacity,  or  the  damgefous 
nature  of  their  policy ;  but  this  was  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
that  any  minister  had  been  called  upon  to 
declare  how  long  the  king,  his  master, 
would  choose  to  employ  him,  and  how  lon^ 
he  intended  to  serve  iiis  Sovereign.    No 
such  question,  he  believed,  had  ever  been 
asked  before ;  and  most  eertainly  he  would 
not  be  the  first  minister  to   answer  it 

gear].  With  respect  to  the  papers  moved 
r,  he  had  fcxmerly  told  the  noble  lord, 
when  he  gave  notice  of  his  indention  to 
move  for  them,  that  there  was  no  diqioti- 
tion  on  the  part  of  government  to  vritb- 
hold  any  information  on  the  subject.  The 
Mily  doubt  which  had  been  cnteitaawd 
was,  as  to  whether  the  information  conM 
conveniently  be  produced  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  was  called  for ;  and  dso  whether 
it  could  be  produced  consistently  widi  the 
just  picrogativeft  of  the  Crown.    Having 
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made  inquiries  upon  those  two  points,  and 
luLTing  found  that  no  objection  existed  on 
either  ground,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
acceding  to  the  motion. 
.Lord  King  said,  he  a|;reed  perfectly 
with  the  noble  marquis  in  the  present 
motion.  It  happened  to  be  iust  such  a 
one  as  he  had  hunself  formerly  submitted 
to  the  House,  with  a  view  to  obtain  in- 
formation. He  had  then  shown,  from 
the  parliamentary  returns,  that  the  whole 
expense  of  ambassadors  formerly  amounted 
to  75,000/. ;  but  on  the  new  scale  in  1816, 
it  had  increased  to  133,000/. :  the  whole 
expense  of  secretaries  of.  legation  in  1815 
amounted  to  5,000/,  which  was  subse- 
auently  increased  to  33,000/.  The  charj^ 
lor  oonsub  amounted  to  9,000/.  whid^  m 
«ne  year  was  advanced  to  30,000/.  Dis- 
bursements to  foreign  ministers  and  ex- 
traordinaries,  50,000/„  which  in  1815  ra- 
cxeased  to  145,000/.  and  presenU  to 
foreign  ministers,  36,000/.,  making  in  all 
a  total  of  424,000/.  expense  in  one  year ; 
while,  in  a  former  period,  the  whole  ex- 

Knse  did  not  exceed  120,000/.  On 
>king  at  the  difierent  items,  he  found 
lord  Castlerea^'s  expenses  amounted  to 
31,106/.  In  addition  to  lord  Stewart's 
salary  of  7,000/.,  his  lordship  charged 
^134/.  for  contingent  expenses,  besides 
6«538/.  for  losses  bv  exchange,  and  4,790/. 
for  the  joumev  to  Mantua.  The  sum  paid 
to  lord  Cathcart  was  4,100/.  besides 
6,900/.  for  extraordinary  expenses.  Then 
the  various  sums  paid  to  the  several  Rus- 
sian ministers  amounted  to  12,195/; 
which,  he  supposed,  were  the  fees  of  ad- 
inission  to  the  Holy  Alliance.  With  re- 
spect to  the  salaries  of  the  consuls,  he 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  the  increase 
was  injurious  to  the  country.  Before  the 
arrangement  for  paying  them  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund  was  formed,  the  pay  of 
foreign  minbters  was  not  deemed  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  parliament;  but  that 
was  not  the  case  subsequently.  He 
thought  that  arrangement  extremely  pre- 

^'udicial  to  the  public  service,  because  it 
.leld  forth  a  bounty  to  extravagance. 
Neither  was  it  for  the  advantage  of  die  re- 

Elar  professional  men  in  the  diplomatic 
partment,  that  diis  increase  of  expense 
had  taken  place ;  for,  since  then,  the  men 
were  not  so  much  made  for  the  offices  as 
Ae  officM  for  the  men.  His  lordship, 
afier  referring  to  the  appomtment  of  Mr. 
Eden,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  and 
Others,  to  situatbns  of  this  description^ 


observed,  that  if.  the  Honse^  looked  to  the 
results  of  this  increase,  they  would  find 
that  England  possessed  more  influence  in 
Europe  while  she  pursued  a  system  of 
moderate  expense,  than  since  she  had 
adopted  one  of  greater  extravagance.  In 
illustration  of  this,  he  referred  their  lord- 
ships to  the  state  of  British  influence  in 
Holland  in  1808;  and,  subsequently,  in 
Italy  and  the  north  of  Germany.  We  had 
thought  proper  to  sacrifice  all  the  lesser 
states  to  two  or  three  larger  ones.  Wehad. 
sacrificed  Geneva,  the  whole  of  Italy, 
Norway. — ^In  short,  the  entire  influence  of 
this  country  in  Europe  we  had  sacrificed 
to  three  or  four  great  powers.  The  con* 
sequences  of  this  expenditure  were  more 
deplorable  than  any  result  which  had  ever 
flowed  from  the  ap^catk>n  of  any  sums 
of  money  within  hia  knowledge*  The. 
noble  marauis  did  not  go  back  fiur  enough ; 
he  should  have  gone  as  &r  back  as  1815 
and  1816,  and  not  confined  himself  to 
1817.  The  noble  marquis  had  alluded  to. 
what  he  was  pleased  to  designate  **  a  dis- 
gusting concubinage"— the  constructioii 
of  the  present  ministry,  which  he  seemed 
to  regard  as  a  kind  of  political  minotaur, 
— -'*  monstruM  korrendum  infarmtT — an 
unformed  monster — an  abortion  of  a  mon* 
star.  But  the  noble  marquis  was  too 
meek  and  gentle  with  these  monsters*  He 
should  have  taken  a  lesson  from  a  rev. 
gentleman  who,  at  a  late  meeting,  ex- 
pessed  a  wish  that  he  had  a  hundred 
nands,  like  Briareus  of  okl,  and  a  sledge* 
hammer  in  every  hand,  that  he  might  beat 
down  that  monster  the  Roman  Catholic 
relifl;ion.  He  would  recommend  the  noUa 
lordi  opposite,  many  of  whom  were  young 
men,  to  attack  the  present  cabinet  with  a 
hundred  sledgs  hammem,  and  dius  knock 
the  monster  to  pieces.  He  did  not  know 
whether  any  of  the  other  npble  lords  would 
bring  forwurd  the  motions  which  they  had 
threatened,  but  he  rather  thought  they 
would  not  HowevcTy  be  hoped  his  na- 
jes^'s  ministers  would  not  be  frightened 
by  a  few  trifling  words*  Iheybul  no- 
Uiine  to  fear  from  the  noble  lords ;  itho 
wouU  find  that  they  had  overloaded  their 
pieces,  and  if  they  attempted  to  fire  them, 
they  would  recoil  upon  tnemselves. 

The  Earl  of  MalmeOmy  said,  that  in 
the  times  to  which  the  noble  lord  referred, 
the  salaries  of  diplomatic  situatkms  were 
unequal  to  the  expenses  of  the  office,  and 
those  who  filled  them  were  obliged  ta 
i  draw  upon  their  private  fortunes  to  nisei. 
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tliem.  It  ^ad,  ihmfyiej^  become  abso- 
sohitely  necessary  tiiat  an  increase  should 
take  place,  ^ith  respect  to  tbe  change 
ID  the  mode  of  jpayinfj;  consulsi  he  did  not 
think  it  an  advisable  one.  He  should 
have  preferred  their  drawinr  their  remu- 
neration from  the  mercantile  worid ;  but 
even  then  they  reqwed,  that  that  remu* 
neratiou  should  be  increafsed. 

The  Eart  of  DarnUy  was  sorry  to  see 
the  noble  marquis '  continuing  that  species 
of  attack  cm  the  ministry,  of  which  he 
had  intimated  his  intention  on  a  former 
night.  He  ivas  quite  sure  that  the  mo- 
tives which  aetuated  the  noble  marquis 
were  perfectly  pure ;  but,  at  the  same 
tme,  hewoim  recommend  tx>  him  to  wait 
until  the  gotemment  was  guilty  of  some- 
thing which  should  call  for  parliamentary 
aoaimadversioa.  He  c^uM  not  but  lament, 
that  another  noble  friemi  of  his,  who  ended 
the  discussion  on  a  former  night,  was  not 
present;  because  he  wished  to  take  that 
c^iportunity  of  making  a  few  remaifa, 
which  he  could  not  have  attempted  afl^er 
ifteh  a  speech  aa  that  which  their  lord- 
i^ips  had  heard  from  his  noble  friend,  tb 
command  their  lordships'  attention.  Sb 
long  as  the  opposition  to  ministers  was 
confined  to  the  bittemess  of  disappoint- 
ment^ or  personal  animosity,  he  thought 
it  ought  to  have  no  weight;  and,  in  some 
cases,  it  only  proved  the  truth  of  the 
assertion,  that  dulness  was  the  natural 
enemy  of  genius.  If  he  had  any  personal 
feelinga  of  hostility  towards  the  nead  of 
his  maiesty's  govemmetit,  he  would  not 
i^ffer  them  to  interfere  vrith  his  duty  to 
bis  country :  but  he  had  known  that  nght 
hon.  gentleman  ever  since  they  had  been 
ait  school  together,  and  had  always  felt  a 
just  pride  in  his  brilliant  career.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  stand  there  to  vindicate 
ever3r  passage  in  his  right  hon.  friend's 
political  life;  on  the  coi^trary,  there  were 
some  in  it,  of  which  he  could  not  approve. 
But,  feeling  the  situation  into  which  his 
BOTcreign  was  fbrced  by  those  who  had 
lately  enjoyed  his  confidence — knowin? 
that  his  nght  hon,  friend  had  been  called 
on  to  form  a  cabinet— and  approving,  in 
oommon  with  his  noUe  friends,  of  those 
liberal,  sentiments  which  that  right  hon. 
itidividud  entertained,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  declaring,  that  he  would  give  him 
all  the  support  in  his  power.  But  there 
was  a  wide  difierence  between  supporting 
^  minister,  and  taking  office  under  fiim ; 
to  do  the  former  he  nad  n6  hesitation ; 


but,  as  to  the  latter,  he  donfesM 'there 
were  great  difficulties.  He  circumstances 
were  certainly  somewhat  untoward,  and 
rendered  the  acceptance  of  office  rery 
different  from  giving  support  t<ygoveni- 
ment;  but,  he  must  adki,  that  circum- 
stances had  occurred,  since  parliament 
bad  last  met,  which  very  much  removed 
his  scruples  on  that  point.  The  mfodera* 
tion  of  the  Roman  Catholics^  and  their 
confidence  in  their  friends  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  factious  violence  (so  he 
must  call  it)  of  the  present  Opposition  on 
the  other,  had  reconciled  him  to  Ae  ac« 
ceptance  of  office  by  his  noble  friends. 
He  thought  the  noble  marquis  (Lansdown) 
the  fittest  person  to  lead  the  councils  of 
this  country,  if  any  change  took  place. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  his  noble  mend' 
never  could  do  any  thing  v^icfa  had  not 
for  its  object  the  promotion  of  the  best 
ititerests  of  the  country.  He  had  heard* 
something  of  a  vulgar  desire  of  office :  he* 
was  perfecthf  satisfied  of  the  utter  impoto- 
sibflity  of  his  noble  fKend  being  scctuated 
by  any  such  desire.  The  only  motive 
that  governed  his  mind  Was  derived  froin 
the  conviction  that^  by  accepting  office^ 
his  services  might  befusef^xl  to  his  country. 
He  must  alpply  the  word  "  factious'^  to  the 
Opposition  of  the  noble  lords^  Now,  a* 
noble  earl  had  given  notice  oi^  a  motion, 
which  was  certainly  done  with  a  view  to 
embarrass  the  government.  That  noble 
earl  was  a  decided  enemy  to  Cathofic 
emancipation,  and,  as  he  must  know,  from 
the  results  of  the  repeated  discussions  of 
diat  question,  that  such  a  motion  would 
only  end  in  rejection,  his  object  m  bring- 
ing it  forward  at  this  moment  could  onTr 
be  to  embarrass  the  government;  and, 
therefore,  it  justified  the  application  of  the 
term  factious.  Not  that  he  believed  the 
noble  earl  to  be  of  a  factious  disposition ; 
but  this  showed  how  much  the  judgment 
of  a  man  tibe  least  likely  to  indulge  in 
such  feelings,  might  sometime?  be  warped 
by  [Particular  circumstances. — It  was  not 
his  business^  if  his  majesty  had  placed 
confidence  in  the  present  ministry,  to  in- 
quire how  lone  it  would  continue ;  and, 
although  he  had  heard  the  term  **  rubbish'* 
applied  to  those  of  whom  it  was  composed, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
carry  on  the  government  of  the  country 
with  advantage  to  the  nation.  Re  re- 
joiced, that  there  was  at  length  a  prospect 
of  those  principles,  under  the  operation  of 
which  the  ccfuntry  had  sufiered  so  much. 
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Maif  removed-^^priiicijplei  whick  hadbeen 
advene  to  everj  ipecies  of  axnelioratioiii 
with  the  exception^  indeed,  of  those  pro- 
foMcd  by  the  rjffht  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Stote 
fer  the  Home  Department.  But,  sboe 
he  had  heard  from  repoit,  of  the  eager^ 
new  of  that  right  hon.  getitlemAn  to 
join  in  what  he  could  not  help  again  de- 
aignating  at  a  faction,  he  considered  him 
at  having  degraded  himself  by  such  a 
junction.  It  was  the  duty  of  every  friend 
to  those  liberal  principles  which  his  ma- 
jesty's govemment  professed,  to  give  them 
all  the  support  in  his  power. 

The  Earl  of  Img^ord  said,  that  the 
noble  earl  had  descnbed  the  cbaduot  of 
the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  as  being  et« 
tremely  moderate.  He.  should  only  say, 
that  if  thejr  were  moderate,  they  had  con* 
cealed  their  moderation  under  so  perfect 
a  mask  that  he  could  not  perceive  it.  He 
had  witnessed  many  acts,  on  the  part  of 
the  Catholics,  the  reveise  of  moderation* 
The  noble  earl  had  applied  the  term 
*'fiictious"  to  those  who  opposed  the 
present  administration.  Now,  he  could 
not  submit  to  have  sueh  an  epithA  ap^ 

Slied  to  those  who  conceived  it  to  be  their 
uty  to  oppose  an  administration  so  con* 
atructed.  The  noble  lord  had  said,  that 
at  no  time  had  he  witnessed  such  an  Op» 
position^  To  which  >  he  would  ariswer, 
that  at  no  time  had  he  witnessed  a  go- 
vernment composed  of  such  ingredients, 
and  so  utterly  unworthy  of  confidence, 
if  a  steam-engine  of  a  hundred  horse* 
power  were  employed  to  foroe  togeflier 
the  moat  dissonant  particles,  and  unite 
them  into  aa  administmtioni  it  could  not 
{Moduce  a  more  discordant  combination 
of  persons,  diametrically  opposed  to  each 
other  in  principle.  Such  were  the  peisons 
by  whom  they  were  to  be  governed;  and, 
because  they  declined  to  support  them 
until  they  knew  by  which  of  those  Oppo- 
atte  principles  thejr  were  to  be  so  govern* 
ed,  they  were  deai^naled  a  feetioiis  oppo- 
aitiott.  A  noble  fnend  of  his  had  dropped 
the  word  '<  rubbish;'  as  applied  to  this 
administration.  Now,  when  he  repealed 
the  term,  he  only  meant  it  to  describe  a 
mass  of  materials,  heaped  together  without 
any  eomiAott  foundation,  and  fonned  into 
a  fabric  which  was  only  to  be  held  to* 
gether  by  the  agoicy  of  Roman  eement 
All  diat  could  bs  expected  from  such  a 
fabric  was,  that  it  might  please  the  eye 
^Hidinit  the  taile  for  a  little  time^   Coidd 


it  be  expected  that  they  cteM  hold  to* 
gether  a  building  composed  chiefiy  of  the 
quicksands  of  political  inconsistency,  and 
of  the  destructive  mountain  torrent  of  re* 
volutionary  desolatbn  ?  [a  ku|^]. 

Lord  MelviUe  observed  thai,  his  nOble 
friend  had  said,  that  his  right  hon.  friend^ 
the  late  Secretaiy  for  the  Home  Depart* 
ment,  had  embarked  withhis  late  colle^^Uea 
in  a  factious  opposition  to  hts  majesty's  go* 
vonment.  He  could  a^u^  the  noble  eeA 
that  he  was  misinformed  On  that  8ob|eot« 
That  light  hon.  gentleman,  if  he  could  bO" 
lieve  that  the  principles  of  those  indhd* 
duals  who  had  seceded  from  the  ministiy 
were  to  be  abandoned,  would  theu^  indeed^ 
be  found  opposM  to  the  measures  of  that 
governments  but,  while  the  govemsuent^ 
continued  to  be  conducted  on  those  prin« 
ciples  upon  which  it  had  heretofare  been 
carried  on,  his  right  h<m«  friend  would  not 
be  found  in  the  ranks  of  Ojpposition. 

The  Earl  of  DamUy,  m  explahiation, 
said,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
certainly  exhibit^  a  wish  to  oppoae  Ihe 
wesent  government ;  but  it  appnved  that 
ne  had  smce  become  ashamed  of  his  asso* 
ciates  [''No,  no,"  froa:i  lord  Melville^} 
He  was  happy  to  be  s6t  right}  as  he  had 
no  wish  to  nusrqiresent. 

Lord  Qoderich  sakl,  he  ihM  prepared^ 
so  far  as  his  own  opinion  and  belief  weie 
ooAcemea,  to  confirm  all  that  had  been 
stated  by  the  noble  lord,  with  respect  to 
his  right  hon.  friend.  He  had  no  reasoki 
to  suppose  that  his  right  hon.  friend  did 
now  contemplate,  or  ever  had  contem« 
plated,  any  thmg  which  merited  the  namd 
of  a  factious  oppositbn  to  the  govemnlent^ 
Unless  he  coula  suppose  that  Us  riaht  hooi 
friend  was  tnsincere  m  all  he  said,  he  must 
believe  that  he  entertained  intirely  eppo* 
site  views  on  the  subject  if,  howeiwr,  it 
should  be  found  that  be  (lord  Qoderich), 
or  any  of  those  individuals  who  now  oonsti* 
tuted  the  government,  and  who  had  re* 
cently  not  felt  themselves  called  upon  to 
r^t  tiie  invitatioa  which  was  crffered 
them  to  continue  to  form  part  of  the  king's 
oouncfi — ^if  it  should  be  (bund  that  they 
abandoned  the  principle  on  which  thej 
had  hitherto  acted — they  woukl  indeed 
abdicate  tb«ir  honour,  and  cover  them- 
selves with  disgrace,  and  would  merit  not 
only  to  lose  the  confidence  of  pariiament^ 
but  to  be  visited  wil!h  its  disapprobatiott. 
If  certain  individaats,  who  had  watched 
and  approved  of  the  conduct  pureued  fOt 
aome  yean  pait,  not  done  by  the 
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IM  whorsmamed  in  the  govemment,  but 
eovjointiy  with  others  nHio  formed  part  of 
the  late  administration,  and  with  whose 
perfect  concurrence  measures  had  been  in- 
troduced which  were  deemed  essential  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country — ^if  those 
individuals,  seeing  the  critical  situation  in 
which  he  and  his  colleagues  were  placed, 
and  thedifficulties  which  surrounded  them, 
could  reconcile  it  to  their  honour  and 
character  (and  he  had  no  right  to  suppose 
they  could  not)  to  give  them  their  support, 
why,  in  God's  name,  was  that  to  be  made 
a  reproach  either  to  them  or  to  the  ad- 
ministration ?  Why  should  it  not  be  sup- 
posed, that  both  parties  acted  for  the 
honour  of  the  king,  and  the  good  of  the 
country,  and  not  for  any  mean,  miserable, 
and  contemptible  purpose? 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Monday  f  May  14. 

'  Creation  OF  PzEEs.]  Mr.  Hume  rose, 
to  adc  a  question  upon  a  subject  of  great 
importance.  He  aid  not  wish  to  do  any 
thing  which  might  interfere  with  the  just 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  but  he  wished 
to  midce  an  observation  with  respect  to  the 
practice  which  had  grown  up,  of  late  years, 
of  creating  a  great  number  of  peers.  If 
there  was  an/ thing  more  than  another 
requisite  to  maintain  those  persons  in  that 
state  which  entitled  them  to  the  respect  of 
the  other  stations  of  society,  it  was  a  due 
caution  that  their  number  should  not  be 
too  much  increased,  and  that  none  should 
be  elevated  to  that  Yank,  whose  fortune 
did  not  place  him  beyond  the  reach  of 
accident,  and  who  should  not  be  able  to 
transmit  it  with  its  honours,  unimpaired, 
to  his  posterily.  Abroad  he  had  seen  the 
miserable  effects  of  multiplying  the  num« 
ber  of  the  nobility  without  any  attention  to 
their  property.  ^There  he  had  seen  the 
whole  class  degraded,  and  tieiited  with 
disre«)eet  by  those  who  ong^t  to  have 
looked  up  to  them  as  examples  for  imita- 
tion. In  this  country,  too,  there  was  at 
present  no  amount  of  property  required  for 
the  indindual  who  was  to  be  raiMd  to  the 
peerage ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
the  pension-list  had  been  enormously  in- 
creased by  making  nrovisions  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  rank  of  such  P^n,  and 
their  families  and  connexions.  This  ou^ht 
not  to  be  the  condition  of  the  class  which 
was  to  stand  betwatn  the  Ciowa  and  the 


peo}^.  He  felt  that  some  cheek  ought 
to  be  put  upon  the  exercise  of  tlas  prero- 
gative; either  by  addressing  Ae  Urowo 
not  to  create  peers  who  had  not  indepen- 
dent nieans  of  suj^rt ;  or,  if  created  ri- 
ready,  that  their  dignity  should  oease 
when  they  were  no  longer  able  to  jnaintain 
it  [a  laugh].  As  these  individuals  weie, 
from  their  rank,  prevented  from  fc^lowiag;, 
particular  occupations,  it  was  the  more  de- 
sirable that  promotion  to  it  should  be 
checked ;  otherwise  the  pensioii-Ust,  which/ 
for  the  reason  he  had  stated,  had  been 
enormously  burthened  within  the  last  forty 
years,  would  increase  to  a  still^  greater 
amount. 

Mr.  (kmnmg  said,  he  was  very  much 
at  a  low  to  conceive  upon  \diat  circum- 
stance, or  upon  what  supicions,  oriiom 
what  rumour  or  reason,  the  hen.  member 
had. thought  proper  to  come  forwird  upoD 
this  occasion ;  whether  with  a  question, 
or  a  motion,  or  a  notice  of  motion,  he 
could  not  undertake  to  determine.  Ihe 
right  vested  in  the  Crown,  of  confernng 
honours  upon  its  subjects,  was  a  questkn 
so  solemn,  that  whenever  the  hon.  gestle- 
man  thought  proper  to  faring  it  forward, 
he  hoped  to  meet  the  discussion  with  all 
the  gravity  and  decorum  which  it  so  justljp 
deserved.  This  much,  however,  he  might 
say,  that  nothing  the  hon.  raitleman 
could  say — ^no  reasons  he  could  urge — » 
would  ever  induce  him  to  strip  tha  Cranm  of 
the  most  splendid  portion  of  its  preroga- 
tive, or  to  deprive  the  subject  of  the  equally 
splendid  reward  of  his  services. 

Mr.  Hume  declared,  that  he  had  not 
mentioned  the  matter  from  any  intanlioQ 
of  alluding  to  what  was  passing  at  the  pre* 
sent  moment,  or  to  what  was  reported  out 
of  doors.  The  subiect  was  one  wUchhad 
been  pressing  on  his  mind  for  years. 

The  Ckancelhroftke  JExche^iuerikuAud 
the  hon.  gentleman  for  that  mformation; 
as  he  had  at  first  conceived  his  observa- 
tions to  be  founded  upon  some  rumours^  as 
wild  as  they  were  mischievous,  ciicQlatad 
only  to  promote  delusion,  and  not  pos- 
sessing one  syllaUe  of  truth.  ** 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  supply,  to  which  the  Miwd- 
laneoos  Estimates  were  referred.  On  the 
TBsolntkm  for  granting  3,000/.  to  the  N^^ 
tional  Vaccine  Establnhment, 

Sir  JosepA  Yorke  said,  he  was  not  hostile 
either  to  tne  sum,  which,  was  small,  or  to 
the  principle,  provided  there'was  any  thins 
in  it    Either  it*  was  good>  or  it  was  bad. 
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If  neillMr  ohe  or  the  other,  die  sum  ought 
to  be  saved.  A  large  som  had  been 
mheady  .voted  to  Dr.  Jenner  for  getttog 
rid  of  die  small«pox*  Now,  so  far  from 
that  benefit  having  been  conferred,  the 
disorder  was  going  abont  as  much  as  ever; 
A  son  and  daughter  of  his,  who  had  been 
inoculated  with  the  vaccine  in  their  early 
existence, .  had  both  afterwards  suffered 
from  the  small-poz*  Now,  this  liability 
was  very  bad  in.tnis  way— ^or  a  confidence 
.in  the  vaceination  tended  very  much, 
when  the  real  disorder  followed,  to  prevent 
the  timely  application  of  medical  science, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  patient.  He  be- 
lieved that  vaccination  was  not  worth  two 
ainws;  in  fact,  that  it  was  ahumbug,  and 
that  it  did  not  prevent  the  skin  from 
thickening,  or  preserve  the  beauty. 

Colons  IFbod  was  soiry  to  hear  his 
hon.  friend  cast  distmst  upon  what  he 
was  confident  was  the  greatest  blessine, 
not  only  for  this  country,  but  the  whole 
world,  which  modem  stnck  had  discovered. 
That  pardcttlar  cases  of  failure  of  vaccina- 
tion hadoccnrred,  he  would  admit ;  and  the 
•ame  had  happeimd  respecting  inoculation 
for  the  smaU-pox  itKl£.  He  was  sorry  that 
his  hon.  friend  should  assist  in  sending 
.foEth  a  ps^odice,  which  might  operate 
most  injuriously  among  t)ie  lower  ordersi 
in  a  case  so  much  affecting  their  interests. 

BIr.  Peel  wished  to  caution  his  hon« 
friend  how  he  indulged  with  levi^  and 
sarcasm  in  subjects  of  this  nature.  It  was 
puttcdj  true,  that  appearances  of  small- 
pox had  been  observed  after  supposed 
vaocinadon ;  but  it  was  equall^r  true,  that 
Ihektter,  if  not  a  perfect  antidote  to  the 
former,  Imd  gready  abridged  the  extent 
and  mitigated  the  severity  of  the  original 
disorder.  Indeed,  his  hon.  friend's  argu- 
ment, drawn  from  his  own  children,  instead 
of  proving  that  vaccination  had  not  pro- 
duced inestimable  blessings,  only  showed 
.that  the  operation  was  nrobably  performed 
•by  some  inexperiencea .  country  amateur 
practitioner.  He  diought  it  absolutely 
necessaiy  that  an  institution  of  this  nature 
should  exist;  and  he  hoped  that  the  House 
would  not  countenance  those  orejudices 
against  vaccination  which  existea  in  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  gentlemen 
connected  with  thb  establishment  had 
inquired  into  many  of  the  case#  in  which 
it  had  been  asserted  that  vaccination  had 
.laikd ;  and  their  kbonrs  had  already  been 
productive  of  considerable  benefit 

Sir  C.  Burrttt  said,  he  ba4  not  the 


least  doubt,  that,  if  all  the  medJdal  pro- 
fession had  acted  honestly,  the  emall^x 
would,  by  this  time,  have  been  eradicated 
from  the  country.  Instead,  however,  .of 
promoting  vaccination  to  the  utmost,  there 
had  not  been  wanting  some,,  who,  from 
sordid  motives,  had  conduced  U>  render 
the  small-pox  prevalent.  ^ 

Mr.  Hwne  said,  that,  only  seven  weeks 
ago,  he  was  in  a  ]party  of  ^ndemen  who 
had  carefully  considered  this  subject,  and  • 
that  the^  asked  him  tO  intrednce  a  bill 
into  parliament,  for  the.psevention  of  in- 
oculation with  small-pox  matter  altogether, 
unless  the  parenta  of  th^  children  sp  in- 
oculated removed  them  tq  some  kind  of 
pestrhouse.  He  thought  that  this  would 
be  a  very  salutary  .measure;  and,  as  the 
law  had  already  provided  against  the  in- 
troduction of  diseases  which  might  be 
brought  from  abroad,  he  did  not  see  why 
it  should  not  be  extended  to  a  disease  at 
home,  which  had  been  proved  to  be  equally 
infectious  and  dangerous. 

Sir  J.  Yorke  said,  that  his  two  children 
had  been  vaccinated  at  the  age.  of  four  or 
five,  and  that  one  of  them  took  the  small- 
pox at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  He  under- 
stood it  to  be  admitted  by  persons  who 
were  favouraUe.  to  vaecinationy  that 
vaccination  was  only  isafe  for  about  seven 
years. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


f 


SALMovFisHERiEsBitL.]  Mr. Kennedy 
reposed  the  sending  of  the  Salmon 
isheries'bill  to  a  Committee  above  stairs. 
Mr.  Beretford  said : — As  representative 
for  Berwick,  a  town  whose  chkf  trade 
consists  in.  the  produce  of  its  Salmon 
fisheries,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose 
the  hon.  member's  proposition  of  sending 
his  bill  to  a  committee  above  stairs; 
and  the  reason  why  I  do  oppose  it  I 
shall  state  briefly  to  the  House.  The  ^ 
Berwidc  fisheries  are  thoae  to  which 
the  London  market  looks  for  a  great 
part  of  what  salmon  it  has  a  demand 
for ;  and  the  proprietors  of  those  fisheries 
have  certainly  a  right  to  be  considered  in 
an  arrangement  which  so  materially  affecta 
their  property.  .  According  to  the  existing 
law  on  the  river  Tweed,  die  feooe  or  close 
time  does  not  coounence  till  the  11th  of 
October.  By  the  prc^iosed  alteration  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Ayr»  he  would  shut 
the  river  on  the  16th  Sqitember.  Now» 
Sir,  by  the.  averages  for  the  last  thirty 
yean  there  have  been  camght^  b^lireea 
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tke  \Mk  Sflptember  and  tbe  llth  of 
October,  the  time  that  my  hon.  friend 
withes  to  deprive  us. of,  one  thousand 
two  handled-  and  fifty  boxea  of  fish, 
annually;  which,  at  the  small  price  of 
Id,  a  pound,  would  leave  my  constituents 
whto  had  property  in  these  fisheries,  kners 
of  4,000/.  per  annum ;  and,  by  dosing  the 
9th  January,  in  lieu  of  the  present  time, 
the  last  day  of  Febraarv,  he  would  Anther 
deprive  them  of  3,000/.  a->year.  At  this 
tfane  the  finest  fisdi  are  got  at  Berwick. 
There  are  few  hon.  gentlemen  who  cannot 
bear  me  out  in  my  assertion,  that  at  this 
season  they  are  most  valuable  b  the 
London  market.  Indeed,  they  fetch  at 
this  season  from  3f .  to  4c.  per  pound,  and 
several  of  the  fishers  look  to  the  success 
of  their  fishing  at  that  very  period,  for  the 
means  of  paying  their  spring-rents. 
Thus,  by  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, in  the  short  space  of  nine  miles, 
the  extent  of  tiie  Berwick  filing  pi^perty, 
which  is  reckoned  from  Nirbour  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  my  constittients  would 
lose  7,000Z.  a-^yeaf,  a  sum  which  would 
utterly  ruin  their  trade ;  and,  as  I  cannot 
conceive  that  any  genend  nde  ccm  apply 
tx>  all  rivers  with  justice  to  the  proprietors 
of  fisheries  on  them,  I  most  oppose  this 
biM. 

The  bill  was  recommitted. 
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Tuesday  f  May  15. 

.  Tueitbr's  Divorce  Bill.]  Loid 
Redestkus  said,  he  rose  to  piesent  a  peti- 
tion of  more  than  ordinary  importanoe. 
It  was  from  Wm.  Turner,  esq.  of  Shrigley- 
nark,  in  Cheshire ;  and  prayed  that  their 
lordships  would  be  pleased  to  allow  a  biO 
to  be  brought  in,  which  should  dedaie 
the  marriage  between  his  daughter,  Ellen 
Tumeri  a  maiden,  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  Mr.  Edward  Gibbon  Widcefield, 
to  be  null  and  void.  With  respect  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  this  maerriage 
had  taken  place,  it  would  be  necessary  for 
hkn  to  observe,  that  the  parties  concerned 


ctf  ry  away 
to  compel  her,  by  fraud  and  intimidation, 
to  marry  the  said  E.  G.  Wakefield."  The 
case  was  an  extcemely  novel  one;  forlliere 
had  been  none  such  for  the  last  century. 
The  only  one  of  any  thing  like  a  similar 
aatuie  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 


took  phwe  in  the  year  1091.  The  dangh* 
ter  or  a  Mr.  Wharton  had  been  ran  away 
with,  and  compelled  to  marry  a  Mr.  Camp* 
bell.  She  was  subseqnentW  rescued  from 
him  ;.  and  a  bill  was  brought  into  pariia- 
ment,  for  the  pnrpoite  of  dissolving  the 
said  marriage.  The  bill  had  been  first 
brought  forward  m  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; when  it  was  determined,  that  the 
young  lady  was  competent  to  give  evi* 
dence,  upon  the  principle,  that|  without 
her^s,  the  body  of  evidence  must  nece^ 
sarily  be  faioomplete*  The  noUe  lonl 
said,  he  had  recommended  the  line  of 
conduct  which  it  was  Mr«  Turner's  inten- 
tion to  porsoe.  From  a  consklemtkm  of 
the  novelty  of  the  case,  he  had  bees 
anxious  that  a  petition  ahoadd,  io  the  6iH 
place,  be  laid  befi>ra  their  lordships,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House.  He  was  oonvmoed  that  by  thea^ 
means  the  subject  would  be  discussed  with 
the  most  advantage. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdala  said,  that  the 
first  thing  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
was^  whether  the  marriage  was  or  was  not 
valid ;  as  the  marriage  must  be  proved  to 
be  valid,  before  their  lordships  could  pio* 
ceed  to  dissolve  it. 

Lord  Eedesdale  said,  that  what  the 
noble  earl  had  jujft  stated,  afforded  a  strong 
raason  for  leittTing  the  petition  to  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  whole  House ;  in  wUeh  all 
questions  falling  under  their  consMeratiOQ 
eoald  be  disdussed* 

The  Barl  of  jSZ(2oii  said^  he  did  not  rise 
with  the  intention  of  giving  a  judicial 
opinion  upon  the  sulgect.  He  was  merdy 
antious  to  throw  out  a  few  suggywtions  for 
the  consideration  of  their  lordsDjps.  Taking 
the  marriage  to  be  valid,  or  taking  It  to 
be  invalid,  in  consequence  of  force  nanng 
been  used,  their  toroships  shoidd  consider, 
that  before  they  couU  proceed  to  set  aside 
that  marriage,  they  should  be  satisfied 
that  it  was  held  to  be  a  vaUd  marriage. 
He  apprsbended^  that  the  case  was  one 
of  a  w&rj  peesdiar  nature;  and  that  its 
pecnliari^  arose  lirom  the  diffictdty  of 
Iksvhig  a  decision  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts,  npon  a  suit  brouriit  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  setting  aside  the  marriage. 
If  he  had  been  rightly  informed,  the  difll- 
culty  turned  upon  this  circulnstanoe — 
that  the  aridenoe  of  Miss  Turner  would 
not  be  received ;  but  if  that  evidence  could 
beiecaived,  aldiough  not  in  that  court, 
the  question  for  their  lordshipa  would  be 
simply  this ;  whedMr  they  would  or  would 
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not  ioteifere  ?  in  the  case  of  Wharton 
V.  Campbelli  in  t»hich  the  lady  had  been 
taken  away  by  force,  the  court  decided 
lipon  the  principle  of  the  statute  of  Henry 
7th,  and  held  that,  although  after  the 
lady  had  been  forcibly  carried  off,  a  mar- 
riage  might  have  been  entered  into,  with 
her  fhll  consent,  that  subsequent  consent 
Was  not  sufficient  to  quash  the  previous 
fbrce.  Such  a  case  as  that  to  which  their 
lordships'  attention  was  then  called,  he 
believed  had  never  yet  been  heard  of  in  a 
civilized  country ;  or,  at  least,  hi  a  coun- 
try so  higUv  civilized  as  England.  And, 
provided  tneir  lordships  could  satnfy 
themselves  that  the  lady's  evidence,  if 
g[tven  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  would 
be  sufficient  to  satisfv  that  court  that  the 
marriage  was  not  valid— —and  if  they  could 
siitisiy  themselves,  that  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court  would  decide  that  there  was  no 
marriage — ifie  question  for  their  lordships 
tx>  consider  would  be,  whether  (since,  of 
necessity,  various  processes  mtist  be  car- 
ried on  in  the  Eccfesiastical  Court  befbre 
there  could  be  a  decision  there),  they 
Would  or  would  not,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  ca&e,  then  think  proper  to 
bestow  more  pit)mpt  justice  1  Such  wag, 
at  leairt,  his  view  of  tne  sulgecf. 

The  £arl  of  Lauderdale  said,  there  wat 
still  another  view  which  ought  to  be  taken 
of  the  subject.  He  was  or  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  much  better  to  have  a  general 
act  passed,  to  legalize  evidence  such  as 
that  whidh  appeared  to  be  so  essential 
in  the  present  case,  than  for  their  lordships 
to  assume  a  dangerous  jurisdiction,  and 
take  opon  themselves  to  decide  points  of 
Taw,  which  ^d  not,  in  the  first  mstance, 
hH  within  their  proper  cofi;ni2ance. 

It  was  then  ordered,  mat  the  petition 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  llronday  nexu 

CoftK  Laws — Loan  Reoesdalk's  Ra- 
SoLirrioHs.]  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read. 

Lord  Redesdale  mid,  he  was  anxious  to 
make  a  few  observations,  in  proposing  a 
series  of  Resolutions,  of  which  he  had 
riven  notice,  with  reference  to  the  Com- 
hws.  The  unfortunate  ev^nt  which  had 
prevented  the  noble  earl,  who  was  recently 
at  the  head  of  his  majest/s  government, 
from  domg  that  which  he  had  intended  to 
do,  had  led  to  one  very  great  inconve- 
nience— ^the  resolutions  which  had  been 
k»t>po«Ml  to  the  other  house  of  parliament 


having  spread  a  great  degree  of  afarm 
throughout  the  country ;  the  naturd  con- 
sequence of  which  was,  that  a  variety  of 
petitions  from  aR  parts,  thronged  their 
lordships*  table;  upon  almost  every  one 
of  which,  a  kind  of  desultory  debate  had 
arisen,  oftentimes  when  the  House  was  by 
no  means  full ;  consequently,  the  consi- 
deration of  this  important  subject  had 
been  as  yet  of  a  very  unsatisfectory  na- 
ture. It  was,  therefore,  sugg^ed,  that 
the  only  way  to  remedy  the  evil  was,  by 
offering  to  tne  House  certain  resolutions,, 
which  might  at  once  lead  to  some  definite 
result  He  had,  in  consequence,  drawn 
lip  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  he  meant 
to  propose  should  be  laid  upon  their  lord- 
ships' table,  that  each  noble  peer  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining  them. 
In  considering  thh  subject^  the  principal 

Suide  he  had  takett,  was  an  able  speeeh^ 
elivered  by  the  noMe  earl  recently  at  the 
head  of  the  government,  during  the  session 
of  1820,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  a 
noble  marquis,  for  the  House  to  go  into  a 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  country ;  in  the  course  of  debating 
which,  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws  was 
introduced.  Trie  noble  eart  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury,  upon  that  occasion 
objected  to  the  discussion  of  a  subject, 
tending,  as  he  stated,  to  change  the  law 
as  it  then  stood.  In  the  course  of  his 
speech,  the  noble  earl  deprecated  such 
aiscussion  in  the  following  terms:  ^Let 
the  law,''  said  he,  ^be  considered  as  fixed, 
and  then  any  person  may  know  how  he  is 
to  act,  and  on  what  terms  he  is  to  make 
his  bsugain ;  but  if  the  law  is  to  be' con- 
tinually chang^ing,  and  vacillating  from 
one  side  to  the  other,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  the  landlord,  the  tenant,  or  the 
merchant,  to  form  a  correct  judgment;  it 
will  be  impossible  for  the  landloixi  toknowr 
at  what  rent  he  is  to  let  his  land,  for  the 
cultivator  to  know  on  what  terms  he  is  to 
take  it,  and  for  the  com-dealeiB  to  ascer- 
tain in  what  manner  their  arrangements 
are  to  be  made."  Their  lordships  were 
aware  that  the  com  commerce  of  the 
country  was  now  carried  on  almo^  ex- 
clusively between  the  fanner  and  the  corn- 
dealer,  and  that  the  article  was  conveyed 
almost  entirely  by  ^e  corn-dealer  to  the 
consumer.  Our  old  habits  had  nearly 
become  extinct;  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
ftirmers,  instead  of  baking  dieir  own  bread, 
procure  it  from  the  baker.  The  noble  earl 
at  the  bead  of  the  government  had,  in 
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1830,  dcpracftted  aay  change  in  the  then 
system  of  Coro^laws.  He*  had  then  said, 
that  whatever  inconvenience  mieht  result 
ftom  them,  in  the  stfeite  in  wnich  they 
stood,  the  landlord,  the  tenant,  and  the 
dealer,  would  be  aware  of  the  precise  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were  placed, 
and  every  thing  would  be  settled ;  but  if 
a  change  were  made — if  one  day,  we  had 
one  system,  and  another  day  another,  such 
vaeillation  would  give  rite  to  more  incon- 
venience than  the  existing  laws  by  any 
possibility  could  effect.  There  was  so 
much  wisdom  in  these  observations,  that 
he  confessed  he  was  surprised  when  he 
heard,  in  1822,  the  same  noble  eail  con- 
sidering what  alterations  could  be  made 
in  those  very  Corn-laws ;  and  stUl  more 
so,  when,  during  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament, that  noble  lord  brought  forward 
a  certain  resolution,  to  which  he  (lord 
Redesdale)  oflered  his  most  strenuous 
opposition.  This  resolution  was  grounded 
on  the  fact-^a  fact  it  certainly  was — that 
there  was  in  the  country  a  great  body  of 
manufacturers  unemployed;  and,  to  re- 
medy this  evil,  it  was  proposed  to  intro- 
duce into  the  market  of  this  country  a 
quantity  of  foreign  com,  in  order  to  reduce 
the  price  which  com  then  bore ;  and  this 
was  to  have  precisely  the  effect  of  taking  so 
much  ontof  tne  pocketsof  our  home-erowers 
of  grain,  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  cotton 
and  other  manufacturers — ^to  give  bread  at 
a  certain  rate  cheaper ;  as  much  so  as  it 
could  be  made  by  four  or  five  hundred 
diousand  quarters  to  some  eight  or  nine 
miOions  of  people :  and,  at  the  same  time, 
this  arrangement  had  another  object  in 
view,  which  object  was,  neither  more  nor 
less,  than  to  enable  the  public  revenue  to 
participate  in  the  plunder.  By  this  mpans 
a  certain  sum  was  put  into  the  public 
treasury,  which  sum  was  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  all  those  who  were  then  in  pos- 
session of  British  com.  It  did  then  ap- 
pear to  him,  that  such  a  measure  was  one 
of  a  highly  impolitic  nature;  and,  not- 
withstanding he  felt  the  greatest  respect 
for  the  noble  earl  who  proposed  it,  and 
whose  administration  he  had,  to  the  best 
of  his  abilities,  long  supported,  he  had  held 
hiuMlf  bound  in  the  strongest  language, 
and  in  the  most  uncompromising  maimer, 
to  cppoae'  it.  However,  that  was  past ; 
but  he  tten  felt,  that  there  must  have  been 
the  most  extraordinary  change  in  the 
opinions  of  the  noUe  earl,  if  such  opinions 
be  did  entertain;  and,  in  consequence  of 


this  feeling,  he  reverted  to  the  opinion 
stated  in  1820,  thinkingitthe  sounder  and 
best  founded — ^when  the  House  agreed  to 
abide  by,  and  for  a  time  did  abide  by,  their 
resolution,  that  the  Cofn-laws  should  not 
be  interfered  with,  but  should  remain  as 
they  stood.  The  resolutions  he  now  pro- 
posed to  offer  to  the  House,  were,  m  a 
great  degree,  what  might  be  called  self- 
evident  propositions :  yet  they  had  been  dis- 
puted. The  noble  earl,  to  whom  he  had 
been  referring,  in  1823,  took  it  as  un- 
disputed and  indisputable,  that,  *^  the  agri- 
culture of  the  countrv  was  the  great  basis 
of  its  power  and  wealth.''  He  also  con- 
sidered, as  a  matter  of  course,  that  agri- 
culture would  not  be  as  important  as  it  was, 
but  for  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  that 
country.  And,  surelj,  it  was  a  fact,  that 
the  population,  did  give  a  stimulus  to  agri- 
culture ;  that  as  the  population  increased, 
agriculture  would  flourish ;  and,  therefore,, 
that  it  unquestionably  urged  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land.  But,  what  he  would  ask 
would  be  the  state  of  that  country,  what 
would  be  the  state  of  its  trade,  and  its  ma- 
nufactures, if  it  were  not  cultivated  ?  Agri- . 
culture  was,  therefore,  the  first  step— the 
original  source— of  the  improvement  of  both 
these  branches ;  without  which,  neither  of 
them  could  continue  to  flourish.  The  first 
proposition  he  had  to  make  was — ''That 
the  wealth  and  strength  of  Great  Britain, 
originated  in  the  cultivation  of  its  soil,  and 
must  always  be  dependent  on  that  cultiva- 
tion, whatever  other  advantages  the  coun-« 
try  may  possess.'' 

In  making  use  of  the  word  **  wealth,''  be 
begged  to  say,  that  it  was  used  by  all 
good  political  economists,  as  all  that  con- 
stituted the  well-being  of  a  country — as 
the  common-wealth.  It  was  of  little  con- 
sequence how  much  gold  or  silver,  or  pre* 
cious  stones,  it  possessed ;  it  was  to  this 
well-being  of  the  country  (and  wealth  taken 
in  this  sense)  that  the  attention  of  .govern- 
ment was  and  ought  to  be  directed.  By  thia 
word  was  evidehuy  meant  the  cultivation 
of  the  land ;  for  without  it,  what  would 
any  country  be  ?  Should  we  be  satisfied 
to  exist  like  the  savages  of  America,  as 
hunters  of  wild  beasts,  or  like  the  pa- 
triarchs of  old,  as  the  keepers  of  flocks? 
Yet  such  must  be  our  state  without  the 
cultivation  of  land;  for  to  such  cultiva- 
tion, aU  the  blessbgs  that  followed 
trade  and  manufacture  were  owing.  ^  Let 
their  lordships  for  a  moment,  picture 
to  themsdves,  the  barren  wiUs  of  Africa^ 
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Why  were  they  barren?    Becftuae-they 
could  not  be  cultivated.    If  they  were  ca- 
pable of  receiving  cultivation  they  would 
eoon  be  peopled  as  thiokly  as  were  those 
little  productive  spots  that  were  here  and 
there  scattered  over  them*    Suppose  that 
the  skill  and  intellect  of  man  could  make 
those  barren  deserts  as  fruitful  as  the  fer- 
tile plains  of  Egypt,  what  a  difference 
ivould  there  then  be  from  that  which  now 
was>  where  the  solitary  caravan  travelled 
leagues  upon  leagues,  depending  for  their 
sul^istence  only  upon  the  provisions  they 
.carried  with  them.    And  suppose,  also, 
that  some  visitation  of  Proviaence  con- 
verted this  country  into  a  waste  as  barren 
and  as  unproductive  as  the  African  sands, 
andequally  incapable  of  cultivation,  what 
would  then  become  of  its  numerous  popu- 
lation?   They  tnust  at  once  fly  the  king- 
dom,   and  our  trade  and  manufactures 
must  necessarily  fall.    It  had  been  ihe 
fashion  with  late  political  writers  to  hold 
up  to  ridicule  all  those  who,  of  old,  had 
written  on  the  subject ;  but  he  would,  never- 
theless, refer  their  lordships  to  a  paper  in 
the  Spectator — one  which  was  attriouted 
to  the  pen  of  sir  Richard  Steele,  which 
was  very  applicable  to  the  subject.    He 
supposes  (with  referrence  to  another  topic), 
that  the  power  which  had  created  thb  fair 
island,  were  to  raise  out  of  the  sea  a  coun- 
try equal  in  extent  to  this,  and  to  join 
that  country  to  ours.    The  question  would 
then  be,  whether  such  a  juncture  would 
strengthen  that  land  which  previously  ex- 
isted, being  as  it  would  be,  without  in- 
habitMits  and  without  cultivation.    Cer- 
tainly not,  but,  on  die  contrary,  it  would 
weaken  ours.    Now,  he  would  say,  that 
the  man   who  wrote  this  Essay,   knew 
more  of  political  economy  than  ever  Mr. 
M'Cttlloch  did.    But,  on  the  other  hand, 
suppose  that  the  Divine  power  had  raised 
out  of  the  sea  a  country  of  equal  popula- 
tion and  cultivation  with  ours,  and  with 
equal  trade  and  manufacture,  then  the 
case  would  be  altered.    Then  our  island 
would  be  strengthened — then  Qxeat  Bri- 
tain would  possess  double   the  strength 
which  it  now  possessed.    Another  of  the 
old  writers,  sir  W.  Dogdale,  in  describing 
a  vast  tract  of  country  that  had  been 
gained  from  thewatecs,  said,  **  where  there 
was  (brmeriy  nothing  but  wild  ducks,  there 
^  are  now  good  land,  good  villages,  and  good 
loads,"  and  he  went  on  to  comment  on.  the 
curious  complaint  diat  was  made,  when 
it  was  fiist  proposed  that  those  lands 


shouldbereclaimed  and  cultivated ;  namely, 
that  the  markets  of  London  would  not  be 
so  plentifully  supplied  with  wild  dudes. 
After  thiS|  he  proceeded  to  observe  on  the 
fact,  that  the  counties  of  Northampton 
and  Somerset  were  both  needy  of  the  same 
sixe ;  that  the  one  was  enclosed  and  cul- 
tivated, and  that  the  other  was  open,  and, 
to  a  great  degree,  a  mere  sheep-walk;  and 
that  the  natural  consequence  of  this  dif- 
ference was,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  en- 
closed county  were  dodble,  that  its  pro- 
ductions were  double,  and  that  the  taxes  it 
Gdd  were  double,  those  of  the  open  county, 
e  then  went  on  to  show  the  advantages 
possessed  by  the  one  over  the  other,  and 
the  conseqiynt  advantages  of  cultivation. 
Now,    our   modem    political  economists 
would  describe  this  as  nothing  more  than 
absurdity ;  inasmuch  as  they  assert  it  to 
be  folly  to  cultivate  any  but  the  most  fer- 
tile lands.   '  He  (l<»d  Redesdale)  had  hap-* 
pened  unfortunately  to  peruse  the  pnbiie 
papers,  at  the  very  time  when  Mr.  M'Cn^ 
loch*s  book  was  published,  and  in  them  he 
had  met  advertuwments  for  the  sale  of 
estates  in  New  South  Wales  and  Van 
Diemen's  Land,  some  of  Which  were  de- 
scribed as  being  let  at  a  rent  of  700/.  per 
annum.    How  came  it  that  those  lands 
yielded  such  a  tent  ?    Why,  the  advertise- 
ments gave  the  answer -^because  Hk^ 
stated,  that  upon  them  were  farm  houses, 
to  which  were  atlached  bams,  orchards, 
gardens,  and  other  requisites — ^thAt  the 
lands  were  divided  into  pasturage  and  til- 
lage, and  the  divisions  enclosed.    Now,  i€ 
was.  these  circumstances  that  created  die 
rent ;  but  if,  by  Fortunatus's  wishing-c^, 
or  by  some  such  means,  such  lands  were 
transported  in  to  a  part  of  die  countryinwhiek 
there  was  no  cultivation  nor  any  roads,  al- 
though they  might  remain  in  piecisely  tba 
same  state,  they  would  produce  no  rent. 
It  was  to  the  improvement  diat  every 
where  took  place,  that  the  productive  rent 
was  owing.    And  by  whom  was  Uiis  im- 
provement originally  made,  but  by  the 
landlord?    It  was  he  who  built  die  bams, 
and  prepared  the  lands  for  the  sabsequent 
cultivation  of  the  farmer.    Yet,  our  politi- 
cal economists,  not  only  Mr.  M'Calkwh 
but  Mr.  Ricardo,  had  taken  it  into  their 
heads,  that  land  was  a  machine ;  when  it 
was  in  reality  no  more  so  than  die  oak 
tree  from  which  the  machine  was  aftei^ 
wards  formed.    The  system  of  cultivatioA, 
he  considered  to  be  a  complicated  system, 
requirii^  a  great  d^iilal ;  and  mb  of  the 
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vksm  of  the  present  sjvteai  was,  that  it 
would  deatroy  that  capitaL  It  waa  a 
moat  (tesirabte  object,  that  the  svatem 
«houkl  be  xi^ered  profitable;  and 'that 
object  was  ao  stated  in  the  act  of  Charlea 
2iia,  on  vrtiich  the  Corn-laws  were  founded. 
In  that  act,  cultivation  was  urged,  not 
only  with  a  view  to  make  the  waste  lands 
taluable,  but  to  make  yaluable  those  lands 
.which  were  already  improved.  The  noble 
Joed  then  proceeded  to  comment,  in  tenna 
of  appnobation ;  on  the  conduct  of  a  gen- 
:tle^la^  who  had  reclaimed  a  large  portkm 
of  waate  land  in  the  neighbouih^  of  his 
estate.  But  the  wealti^  of  the  counti^ 
was  not  alone  to  be  considered ;  the  strength 
of  that  country  was  an  important  object. 
He  had  the  best  authority  for  saving,  that 
**  when  a  strong  man  keepeth  his  goods, 
,he  resteth  in  peace ;  but  when  a  stronger 
than  hecome£ti,  be  spoileth  his  goods,  and 
taketh  from  hun  that  which  he  hath/' 
It  was  then  important,  that  we  should 
liaviB  strength  to  keep  the  wealth  which 
UK  possessed,  and  that  strength  depended 
mainly  on  our  ^pncultural  population,  and 
on  those  Navigation  laws,  which'  gave  us 
power  at  sea.— The  noble  lord  then  en- 
tered into  a  detail  of  the  origin  and  nature 
of  the  Navigation  laws^  and  described 
the  mplitia  of  the  country,  as  contributing 
to  its  protection  and  tranquillity.  His  se- 
cond and  thirdresolatsons  were  asfoUow : — 

''  That  the  cultivaik>n  of  the  soil  of  a 
country  is  a  trade  and  manufacture,  and 
is  so  far  the  most  important  trade  and 
snaaufacture  in  every  country,  as  every 
'Other  trade  and  manufacture  must  depend 
upon  it. 

**  That,  though  the  production  of  com 
Ibrithe  food  of  man  is,  in  Great  Britain, 
i^ae  cf  the  most  important  objects  of  culti- 
vaition,  yet  the  means  of  obtaining  the 
psoduction  of  com,  the  quantity  purchased, 
•and^he  profit  to  be  derived  by.the  culti- 
vator from  the  production,  are  all  de- 
.f^tidant  on  many  odier  objects  of  produc- 
tiooi,  and  especially  on  the  production  of 
aftimalsk  and  of  food  for  annuals,  and  on 
jtbe  furtkMHT  produce  or  oither  benefit  de- 
rived from  such  animab;  and  the  general 
profit  of  the  cultivator  is  the  result  of  ihe 
combination  of  all  the  several  articles  ao 
prodnoed,  each  article  contributing  to  the 
more  profitable  production  of  the  aest,  the 
amount  of  the  whole  production  at  the 
same  time  greatly  depending  on  the  capital 
and  dull  emploved  m  fitting  the  land  for 
tlie  puif^sea  of  cnltivatmui^  and  on  the 


•capital  and  skQl  amploved  by  the  culti- 
vator :  and  it  is  the  combined  efieot  of  all 
these  opemting  causes  which  gives  plenty 
from  cultivation,  and  renders  cultivation 
profitable/' 

He  considered  this  branch  of  the  subject 
as  highly  worthy  their  lordships'  considera- 
tion. They  ought  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
the  price  of  corn  depended,  in  a  great 
d^ree,  on  the  price  whidi  the  fhraien 
were  .anabled  to  procure  for  their  wool. 
Their  lordships  had  upon  their  taUe  many 
petitions  staUn|f  the  great  evils  that  had 
arisen  firom  the  importation  of  foreign  wool, 
and  that,  when  this  was  permitt^  theie 
was  no  scarcity  of  the  article  in  the  coun- 
tty,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  nearly  every 
wool-stapler  in  the  country  had  one  or 
two  years*  stock,  which  he  was  unable  to 
dispose  of  at  any  price;  yet  he  would 
venturo  to  say«  that  not  one, of  their  lord- 
ships found  his  coat  cost  him  less  than  it 
did  beforo  this  importation  was  permitted. 
The  same  observation  vrould  hold  good  of 
leather,  and  other  articles.  When  he  was 
a  ^  young  man,  he  commonly  paid  5$,  for 
his  shoes,  and  now  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
paying  for  them  17s.  6d.  Now,  if  he 
received  the  «ame  r^  when  he  paid  for 
this  article  only  5i.  as  when  he  paid  for  it 
I7s*  6c?.,  what  must  be  the  consequence  ? 
To  prove  that  the  price  of  com  had  not 
kept  pace  with  those  of  other  articles  of 
produce  or  manufacture,  it  was  only  ne- 
cessary, he  would  repeat,  to  refer  to  the 
price  of  shoes.  Formerly  an  agriculturist 
could  purchase  a  pair  of  shoes  for  the 
price  of  a  bushel  of  com  :  now  they  cost 
the  price  of  two  bushels  and  a  half.  The 
taxes,  too,  formed  a  material  point  for 
consideration ;  for,  whero  the  price  of  a 
bushel,  of  wheat  bad  been  sufficient,  in 
former  times,  to  pay  the  taxes  of  a  farmer, 
the  price  of  twenty  bushels  now  would 
hardlv  sufiice.  Their  lordships  muat  see, 
thereroro,  that  com  could  not  now  be  sold 
for  the  same  .price  at  which  it  was  disposed 
of  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago. — The  noUe 
and  learned  lord  then  pn^eeded  to  con- 
tend, that  xentB  had  not  been  raised  in 
any  thing  like  the  proportion  which  some 
people  imagined,  and.  instanced  a  iann 
whkk  paid  60/.  a  year  rent  in  1675 ;  the 
present  rent  was  only  IBOL  The  whole 
of  the  increase  in  the  price  of  com  bad 
been  caused  by  the  increased  expenses 
incurred  in  agnculture.  The  next  Reao- 
hitions  ran  as  follows : — 

''  That  the  laws  now  m  force,  regulating 
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the  importation  of  fimgn  oom,  are  founded 
en  the  priociplea  expieieed  in  the  foregoing 
reooltttiont,  haying  in  view  the  eztenaiou 
and  improvement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
Gountry,  the  incceaae  of  its  productions, 
and  insuring  to  the  Improvers  and  eulti- 
vatois  of  the  eottntrv  toe  just  reward  for 
their  expenditure  and  labour,  as  expressly 
acknowledged  in  the  preamble  to  the  act 
of  the  15th  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  2nd9  intituled,  <An  Act  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Trade,'  in  these 
words  :^— '  Forasmuch  as  the  encoumging 
of  tillage  ought  to  be,  in  an  especial 
manner,  regained  and  endeavoured ;  and 
the  surest  and  effeetuallest  means  of  pro- 
moting and  advancing  any  trade,  occupa- 
tion, or  employment,  being  bv  rendenng 
it  profitable  to  the  users  thereof;  and  great 
quantities  of  land  within  this  kingdom, 
for  the  present  lying  in  a  manner  waste, 
and  yielding  little,  which  might  thereby 
be  imftfoved  to  oonstderable  profit  and 
advantage  (if  sufficient  encouragement 
were  given  for  the  laying  out  of  cost  and 
labour  on  the  same),  and  therd)y  much 
more  com  pfoduoed,  great  numb^s  of 
people,  horses,  and  catUe,  emploved,  and 
other  lands  also  rendered  more  valnable.' 

''  That  und^  the  encouragement  pro- 
posed by  the  said  act  of  the  15th  of 
king  Charles  2ud,  and  many  other  acts 
eince  made,  in  confonnity  to  the  pcinctpfe 
expressed  in  the  preamble  to  tnat  act, 
great  quantities  of  land,  which  were  in 
the  15th  of  king  Charles  2nd  lying 
waste  and  yielding  little,  have  been  im- 
proved with  great  cost  and  labour,  and 
much  more  com  has  been  produced,  and 
great  numbers  of  people,  horses,  and  cattle, 
have  been  employed,  and  a  population, 
very  greatly  increased  in  number,  and 
consuming  a  much  greater  quantity  of  com 
in  proportion  to  their  number,  has  been 
provided  with  food  by  means  of  the  im- 
profaments  so  made,  and  the  produce  of 
the  country  has  thereby  become  equal  to 
4pvmde  for  such  inciaased  population, 
tmth^ith  com  and  other  food,  tngieat 
abundance ;  unless  by  the  diqpoisatkm  of 
Providence,  dieextiaonlmarT  inclemency 
of  a  particular  season  Aould  happen  to 
wnder  the  .production  of  that  seaaon  eon- 
aideraUy  k»s  dian  the  productioa  of  an 
.ordinary  season. 

**  That  under  the  apprehension  of  the 
•poai3>te6ccu]tenceof  such  anextxaoidiaary 
•season^  and  the  consequent  failure  df  crops, 
9io?isic|i  hae  beeit  made  in  the  aaid  act 


of  I5di  Charles  2nd,  and  in  all  the  suhse- 
quent  acts  respecting  the  impoitation  of 
foreign  com,  to  prevent  the  scarcity  which 
might  be  produced  bv  inclement  saaaons, 
the  importation  of  roreigni  com  being 
allowed  whenever  the  prices  of  home- 
grown com,  estimated  according  to  the 
value  of  money  at  the  several  times  of 
passing  such  acts  respectiveW,  should  in- 
dicate so  great  a  failure  of  crops,  as  to 
raise  just  apprehensions»  that  the  produce 
of  tiie  country  might  be  iosufiicient  for 
the  consumption  of  its  ipbabitants;  bat 
at  the  same  time  allowing  to  the  hom^- 
growers  of  com  the  benefit  of  a  rise  in  the 
prices  of  com,  corresponding  with  the 
deficiency  in  the  quantity  pr(^uced,  and 
thereby  compensating  to  them,  by  increase 
of  price,  the  loss  which  the^r  would  oUier- 
wise  have  sufiered  by  deficiency  in  their 
crops,  whenever  tiiat  deficiency  di^  not, 
by  an  extraordinary  rise  in  price,  indicate 
the  danger  of  distressing  scarcity." 

The  act  of  the  15th  Charles  2nd  might 
be  termed  the  foundation  of  the  Corn-laws, 
although  something  of  the  same  natiure 
had  b^  enacted  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
4th.  The  ooble  and  learned  lord  here 
contended,  that  unless  the  agriculturist 
was  protected,  a  breach  of  the  public  faith 
would  be  committed ;  for,  uaoer  his  foith 
in  acts  of  parliament,  he  had  laid  out  W 
money  in  improvements  aad  pvosecntiag 
agricuitufe.  Their  lordships  would  be 
shocked  at  any  thing  like  an  approach  to 
a  breach  of  foith  wiUi  the  public  creditor ; 
vet  he  would  contend,  that  the  public  faith 
had  been  equally  pledged  to  tne  agricid- 
turist  Moreover,  if  the  claims  of  the 
landed  interests  were  scrapulously  exa- 
mined, it  would  be  found  that  that  class 
had  been  emmently  beneficial  to  the 
country,  particulariy  during  the  last  thirty 
years ;  having,  by  the  encouragement  hdd 
out  to  them,  been  induced  to  apply  dieir 
capital  to  the  extension  of  agricuknae, 
until  the  amount  of  produce  had  been  so 
increased,  that,  unless  in  very  bad  seasons 
indeed,  the  produce  of  the  soil  was  equal 
to  the  consumption  of  the  country.  The 
same  principle  had  been  applied  in  Sweden 
with  me  same  suocess. — llie  next  Eeso- 
faition  involved  the  question  of  what  was 
rsally  the  price  of  oom  at  the  prtsent 
moment,attd  was  to  the  foUowing  ettect>H. 

"  Hist,  considering  the  present  value  of 
money,  and  the  great  rise  of  prices  of 
almost  eveiy  article  of  consumptioB,  and 
ibt  great  inoreaae  of  burthens  imposed  on 
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the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  especially 
bn  the  produce  of  the  soil ;  the  prices  of 
60t.  for  the  quarter  of  wheat,  of  32s.  for 
the  quarter  of  barley,  of  243,  for  the 
quarter  of  oats,  and  of  36s.  for  the  quarter 
of  rye,  peas,  and  beans,  cannot  he  con- 
Bidered  as  indicating  such  a  deficiency  m 
the  quantities  of  the  same  different  sorts  6f 
grain  produced  in  the  country,  as  to  warrant 
any  apprehension  of  scarcity ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  those  prices  are  not  more  than 
sufficient  to  remunerate  the  corn-growers 
for  deficiency  of  crops  in  ordinary  years, 
as  they  are  very  little  above  the  prices  in 
very  plentifiil  years,  when  the  prices  are 
always  lower  than  fair  remunerating  prices 
in  an  ordinary  year,  as  the  supply  In  such 
very  plentiful  years  greatly  exceeds  the 
demand,  and  the  surplus  forms  part  of  the 
voiksumption  of  the  succeeding  year,  and 
t>ften  at  an  advanced  price.'' 

His  lordship  here  proceeded  to  contend, 
that  much  of  the  increase  of  the  price  of 
grain  was  caused  by  the  luxurious  habits  in 
which  the  present  generation  indulged,  and 
Inferred  to  the  state  of  distress  into  which 
the  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  country 
had  falfen,  attributine^  it  to  the  causes 
pointed  out  by  lord  Liverpool  in  the  year 
1820 ;  namely,  the  excess  of  manufactures, 
speculations  in  trade,  and  a  sudden  desire 
to  grow  rich.  It  was,  therefore,  very 
unjust  that  their  lordships  should  be  called 
upon  to  iiyure  the  agriculturists,  because 
the  manurecturers,  by  the  introduction  of 
machinery,  had  been  enabled  to  dispense 
with  many  of  their  workmen,  or  at  least  to 
reduce  their  wages,  and  thus  put  it  out  of 
the  TOwer  of  thme  poor  people  to  purchase, 
for  the  produce  of  their  labour,  the  same 
cuantit^  of  com  as  formerly.  The  next 
Resolution  furnished  matter  for  grave  con- 
sideration ;  namely,  whether  there  must 
not,  of  necessity,  be,  from  time  to  time,  a 
variation  in  tlie  price  of  gram.  That 
Resolution  was  to  the  following  effect : — 

**  Tliat  the  continual  and  great  varia- 
tions in  the  prices  of  different  sorts  of 
Sin  during  the  course  of  above  one  hun- 
d  and  fifty  years,  of  which  there  is  clear 
evidence,  demonstrate  that  assuming  cer- 
tain prices  for  each  or  any  species  of  grain , 
as  tue  prices,  or  nearly  the  prices,  for 
which  such  grain  may  be  sold  with  advan- 
tage to  the  producer  in  every  year,  is  an 
attempt  to  do  that  which  is  impossible ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  fair  prices 
of  each  year  must  depend  on  the  amount 
<^  tbejirodaoe  of  eadi  year  which  may 


varv  so  greatly  from  year  to  year  as  to 
make  the  fair  prices  in  one  year  greatly 
exceed  or  greatly  fall  short  of  the  fair 
prices  in  another  year." 

The  effect  of  the  seasons  must  always 
produce  variations  in  the  prices  of  produce; 
and,  in  the  returns  laid  upon  the  taUe, 
their  lordships  would  see,  tnat  a  vaiiadoa 
in  price  was  as  frequent,  and  more  con* 
siderable,  in  foreign  countries,  thaa  m 
England ;  a  fkct  attributable  to  our  im« 
provements,  and  superior  skill  in  agri« 
culture,  which  enabled  us  to  combat  widi 
the  effect  of  the  seasons.  The  consequence 
was,  that  Ae  prices  were  more,  steady  ia 
this  country  than  in  any  other.  The 
great  misfortune  of  the  present  plan  was, 
therefore,  that  it  was  an  attempt  to  do 
that  which  could  not  be  done.  The  nintk 
Resolution  was  to  the  following  effect  :-— 

*'That  to  allow  the  importation  of 
foreign  wheat  into  Great  Britain  at  aH 
times,  without  payment  of  any  duty  oa 
importation,  and  to  permit  such  wheat 
afterwards  at  any  time  to  be  entered  fot 
sale  on  pavment  of  a  duty  of  20f .  only^ 
whenever  the  average  price  of  ^eat,  taken 
weekly  in  certain  districts,  shall  amount  Uk 
60s.,  and  to  impose  a  scale  of  duties,  in- 
creasing as  th6  average  price  should  fall 
below  60;.,  and  diminishing  as  the  averaea 
price  should  exceed  60«.,  would  be  to  u 
indirectly  the  price  of  60«.  for  the  quarter 
of  wheat,  as  the  hiehest  price  for  v4iicli 
wheat  should  be  sold,  even  in  the  most 
unfavourable  years,  inasmuch  as  foreiga 
wheat  may  generally  be  obtained  at  so  low 
a  price,  that  on  payment  of  a  duty  of  20s» 
only,  it  can  be  brought  into  the  market 
for  sale,  with  considerable  profit,  at  a 
price  below  60s.  the  quarter ;  and  if  a 
proposition  to  that  effect  should  be  made 
law,  wheat  produced  in  Great  Britain  caa 
never  be  sold  at  a  higher  price  than  601. 
the  quarter ;  and  the  effect  of  such  a  lair 
must  be  to  keep  the  price  of  wheat  at  aU 
times  under  60s.  the  quarter,  whatever 
failure  may  hi^pen  in  the  home-gtowa 
crops.^ 

The  consequence  of  the  warehousing  of 
foreign  grain  would  be,  that  whenever  the 
crops  of  this  country  i^ould  fiul,  and  that 
the  price  reached  beyond  60i.,  the  whols 
quantity  ofgrainthen  in  wairehousewookiba 
releasea,  and  thrown  at  once  into  the  maricel. 
The  opportunities  for  such  an  operation 
would  occur  more  frequentlv  than,  per- 
haps, their  lordships  imaginecl.  If,  tlier»- 
fore,  large  quantities   ot   foreign  gtaia 
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should  be  thrown  into  consumption  at  a 
duty  of;  20f .  per  quarter,  it  would  be  im-i 
possible  that  the  price  should   ever — no 
matter  how  unproductive  the  season  might 
have  been  in  England — rise  beyond  60s. 
so  that,  in  fact,  the  British  farmer  would 
be  a  loser  by  both  good  and  bad  seasons. 
Another  grievance  of  which  the  agriculturist 
o£  the  present  day  had  to  complain  was, 
that  he  sold  not  to  the  consumer,  as  his 
predecessors  had  done,  but  to  the  dealer. 
Of  the  increase  of  this  latter  class,  their 
lordships  might  form  some  idea  from  the 
fact,  that  in  one  small  market  town,  there 
wiere  no  fewer  than  sixty-four  corn  dealers, 
tliese  had  their  profits,'  no  doubt,  on  the 
article  which  they  supplied  to  the  con- 
sumer ;  so  that  it  was  not  unfair  to  suppose, 
that  although  the  market    price    might 
appear  to  be  60s.  per  quarter,  the  price 
obtained  by  the  grower  for  his  wheat,  did 
not  exceed  55s.    They  must  also  consider 
the  effect  of  the  vast  increase  which  had 
takien* place  in  the  population.     In  Lon- 
don the  population   had  been,  within  a 
comparatively     short    period,     doubled. 
There  was    a    similar  mcrease  in  other 
places.    The  town   of   Cheltenham,    for 
mstance,  had  been,  within*  his  own  memory, 
a  mere  trifling  village ;  and  now  it  con- 
tained no  less  than  twenty-three  thousand 
inhabitants,  who  went  there  to  drink  the 
waters,  to  dance,  and  to  amuse  themselves. 
The  country,  therefore,  could  not  be  sup- 
plied at  present  with  food  at  as  low  a 
price  as  formerly.    The  spirit  of  dissipa- 
tion and  loco-motive  disposition,  which 
kept  people  constantly  moving  about,  as 
if  they    had    discovered    the    perpetual 
motion,  rendered  it  impossible  to  obtain 
food  at  the  moderate  price  of  former  times. 
Under  these  circumstances,  to  judge  of 
the  present  by  former  times  was  a  mistake. 
Really  com  was  now,  relatively  speaking, 
one  of  the  cheapest  articles  in  the  market. 
Then,  the  importation  of  foreign  wool,  by 
depriving  the  farmer  of  the  price  of  his 
skms,  necessarily  compelled  him  to  in- 
crease the  price  of  his' com.  With  respect 
to  the  bill  before  the  House,  the  very  title 
of  it  was  an  absurdity.  It  was  denominated, 
''  An  Act  for  Imposing  certain  Duties  and 
Customs  on  Foreign  Cora,"  and  not  "An  Act 
for  regulating  the  Trade  in  Foreign  Com," 
as  it  might  have  been  expected  it  would 
be  called.  The  preamble  of  the  bill,  as  well 
as  the  title,  was  opposed  to  all  precedent 
However,,  that  preamble  accurately  de- 
scribed it ;  for  it  was  an  act  for  granting 
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duties  jEusd  customs'  on  corn.*  The  effect 
of  the  bill  would  be,  to  impose  certain 
duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  com ; 
which  duties. were  to  vary  according  to 
the  average  price  of -British  com.  These 
duties  would,  in  reality,  be  paid  by  the 
cora-gpx>wers  of  Great  Britain ;  for  the  in- 
troduction of.  foreign  grain  must  diminish 
the  prices  of  agricultural  produce  in  this 
country,  and  push  a  correspondingquantity 
of  English  com  out  of  the  market.  The 
duties  would  be  a  new  land-tax,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes.  What  would  be  the 
efiect  of  the  proposed  measure  upon  Ireland  ? 
Ireland,  at  present,  had  an  open,  market 
for  her  agricultural  produce  in  this  country ; 
because  Irish  com  pajd  no  duty  on  its. 
arrival  in  England :  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  there  was  an  immense  increasing 
importation  of  grain  from  that  country. 
The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  argue, 
that  the  effect  of  the  proposed  bill  would 
be,  to  inflict  a  serious  injury  on  the  agri- 
cultural interests,  notonly  of  this  coun^, 
but  of  Ireland.  If  the  present  measure 
were  to  be  the  means  of.  introducing  a 
million  quarters  of  foreign  grain  into  this 
country,  the  same  quantity  of  Irish  com 
would  be  shut  out  from  our  markets,  or 
other  branches  of  our  home  production, 
would  be  impaired.  We  had  various  insti-> 
tutions  in  these  kingdoms  (an  Established 
Church  amongst  the  rest),  which  had  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  price  of  com.  In 
foreign  countries  it  was  different.  There 
the  proprietors  were  glad  to  sell  their  com- 
modity for  almost  any  price  they  could 
obtain.  It  was  unfair  to  expose  our 
English  farmers  and  land-owners  to  a  com- 
petition with  foreigners  on  such  unequal 
terms.  He  believed  the  present  bill,  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  have  a  most  mis- 
chievous tendency  on  our  native  agricul- 
ture, and  reduce  this  country  to  something 
like  the  distressed  condition  of  Poland, 
while  it  would  go  to  raise  Poland  and 
other  foreign  states,  to  a  participation  in 
the  aflluence  which  it  had  been  hitherto 
our  lot  to  enjoy.  The  measure  would  be 
alike  injurious  to  the  manufactures,  trade, 
real  wealth,  and  agricultural  prosperity  of 
the  country;  and  on  these  grounds  it 
should  encounter  his  determined  opposition. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  by  moving  for  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  take 
intoconsideration  the  proposed  Resolutions, 
with  a  view  to  decide  whether  their  lord- 
ships should  reject  or  agree  to  the  law 
relative  to  th^  importation  of  foreign  com. 
2D 
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249rd  Goderiek  said,  he  trusted  Aeir 
loidships  would  agree  witk  him  in  Ihmk- 
ipg,  AjbX  it  would  be  laove  convenieBt  to 
^istaio  firom  discussing,  on  that  occasion, 
eiAer  the  ^enerai  principle,  or  tine  par- 
ticular details  of  the  btli  which  stood  for 
a  second  reading  on  Friday  next ;  because, 
althoi^  k  waa  true  that  many  of  the 
topics  contained  in  liie  Resolutions  pie- 
anited  by  tiie  noble  and  learned  loid  were 
mose  or  kss  directly  connected  wkh  the 
subject  of  that  bill,  yet  it  was  quite  dear 
that  if  he  attempted  now  to  enter  into  a 
f^ll  exposilipn  of  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject <as  he  intended  to  do  on  Friday),  he 
should  undertake  a  task  tnilnitdy  beyond 
his  stiengtfa  and  competency  at  that  mo- 
ment, ana  more  than  the  patience  of  their 
iordshqw  would  endure.  The  resolutions 
of  the  noble  lord  embraced  not  only  the 
bdl  before  Ae  House  in  its  principle  and 
details,  but  likewise  the  laigest  questions 
of  government— <{ue8tions  of  internal  po- 
licy, and  every  possible  topic  connected 
widi  the  iatereourse  of  this  country  with 
ibreign  nations.  All  those  subjects  were 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and,  for  ought 
he  knew,  it  was  rery  reasonable  they 
diould,  at  a  fit  time,  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  but,  to  have  them  thus  mixed 
up  together  in  resolutions,  and  voted  in  a 
mass,  would  be  inconsbtcnt  with  the 
practice  of  a  legislative  assembly.  The 
brU,  whidi  he  should  move  the  second 
readmg  of  on  Friday,  was  a  practfbal 
measure  upon  which  their  lordships  would 
be  called,  upon  to  pronounce  ^*  ay^  or 
**  no ;"  but  the  resolutions  were,  in  fact, 
a  series  of  essays  on  political  economy ; 
and  it  would  be  an  out-of-tlie-way  course 
for  their  lordships  to  express  their  appro- 
bation of  the  opinions  contained  in  them 
by  a  formal  vote.  It  would,  indeed,  he 
thought,  be  highly  impolitic  in  their  lord- 
ships to  establish  by  their  vote  all  the 
propositions  contsdned  in  the  resolutions 
to  be  matter  of  fact.  There  was  one  cir- 
cumstance, too,  which  would  reirder  it  im- 
possible for  their  lordships  to  adopt  any 
one  or  more  of  the  resolutions  unless  they 
adopted  them  altogether  —  namely,  that 
each  successive  resolution  was  fouoded 
upon  the  reasonings  of  the  one  which  pre- 
ceded it.  They  must,  therefore,  take 
them  in  the  lump,  or  not  at  all.  If  they 
adopted  some  and  rejected  others,  there 
woidd  appear  only  a  &eleton  of  what  was 
originally  proposed.  The  resolutions 
^«ld,  necessarily,  appear  ou  the  journals 


of  the  Hense;  and  he  luHied  that  that 
would  satiify  the  noble  lord,  and  that  he 
would  not  press  the  matter  fiirdier. — ff  e 
would  proceed  to  state  very  bridly  his 
reasons  for  not  concurring  with  the  reso- 
lutions. In  the  general  bearing  of  the 
first  resolution ;  namely,  that  agriculture 
was  the  basis  of  the  prosperity  of  tlm 
eountiy,  he]  certainly  was  disposed  to 
agree ;  although  he  thought  some  alluskm 
ought  to  have  been  mAcie  to  the  other 
sources  of  our  wealth.  The  second  reso- 
lution however  declared,  that  .agriculture 
was  ''a  trade  and  manufacture,  and  is 
so  far  the  most  important  trade  and  ma- 
nufacture in  every  countiy,  as  every  olher 
trade  and  manumcture  must  depend  on 
it."  Now,  he  could  not  admit,  as  an 
historical  matter  of  fact,  that  agriculture 
was  the  most  important  trade  in  every 
country.  That  it  was  not  the  fact  was 
indeed  proved  by  the  example  of  many 
states  —  small  ones,  he  admitted,  but 
once  exercising  an  important  influence  in 
the  affairs  of  the  world, — and  amongst 
others  of  Genoa,  Venice,  and  the  United 
States  of  Holland.  The  power  and  great- 
ness of  those  states  by  no  means  depended 
on  agriculture;  and,  therefore,  ir  their 
lordships  should  pass  that  resolution,  they 
would  afHrm  what  was  not  matter  of  fact. 
The  third  resolution  appeared  to  contain 
an  error  in  reasoning,  it  stated,  that  the 
profitable  cultivation  of  the  land  depend- 
ed on  other  objects  of  production,  and 
particularly  on  the*  production  of  animals 
and  the  food  of  animals ;  but  it  was  well 
known,  that  in  countries  which  were  moat 
celebrated  for  the  production  of  com,  those 
other  productions  were  little  ref^rded  and 
of  little  value.  If,  therefore,  they  agreed 
to  this  resolution,  they  would,  in  a  second 
instance  affirm  that  which  the  state  of  the 
world  contradicted. — The  fourth  resolution 
declared,  that  the  laws  now  in  force  re- 
gulating the  importation  of  foreign  com 
were  founded  on  the  principles  expressed 
in  the  foregoing  resolutions.  That  was 
not  an  accurate  statement.  The  laws  at 
present  in  force  on  that  subject  had  no 
reference  whatever  to  those  other  articles 
of  production  upon  which  the  noble  lord 
bad  placed  so  much  emphatic  stress  in 
the  third  resolution.  With  respect  to 
wool,  the  act  of  Charles  2nd,  from  which 
the  noble  lord  dated  the  system  of  which 
he  was  so  fond,  not  only  imposed  no  duty 
on  the  iniportation  of  foreign  wool,  but 
even  confined  the  consumptiM  of  B^g^Ush 
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wool  to  liiis  coantry  9Jk>UB.  It  was  theie- 
Ipre  impossBiie  tp  say  tliat  Che  old  iaw  was 
ibnndsd  or  the  principle  of  the  lesoiu- 
lions ;  f^iioh  was  to  extend  pioteotioQ  to 
jigficultural  pvoduce  d  every  description. 
The  15th  of  Charles  ^od,  the  preamble  of 
wiiieh  was  quoted  im.  the  noWe  lord's  re- 
aolutions,  did  not  pvoceed  upon  the  prin- 
juple  of  those  wsdutions.  It  never 
sdiowed  of  «  free  export  of  Goryi.  When 
(the  prioe  readied  4Bs,y  export  was  pro- 
faifaked.  Under  Ae  same  act  foreign  com 
was  adsoitted  upon  payment  of  a  duty  of 
Ss,  4«f.,  unjtil  the  price  ai-rived  at  48«., 
MSber  which  it  was  admitted  upon  payment 
of  ooiy  2d.  duty.  The  act  in  question » 
«nonf^  other  thtags,  imposed  a  duty  of 
SOf .  per  head  on  all  lean  cattle  imported 
fooas  Scodani  between  Ae  months  of 
August  and  Deceoidber.  The  noble  lord 
opposite  (Lauderdale)  must  doubtless 
consider  (hat  as  a  barbarous  piece  of 
cruelty  towards  his  countrymen.  He 
meationed  tliis  to  liiow  that  the  enact- 
ments of  the  law  whioh  had  been  referred 
to  did  not  hear  out  the  theory  of  the 
nobk  iord.  The  noble  lord  had  quoted 
ftom  the  **  Spectator/'  apd  had  contrasted 
lihe  opinions  of  sir  Riohard  Steele  and 
Mr.  M'CuUooh.  it  was  to  him  (4ord 
Xiodertch)  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference 
which  of  those  two  persons  was  considered 
Ihe  moat  eminent  political  economist.  He 
had  never  subscribed  to  aM  the  doctrines 
of  Mr.  M'Culiochy  nor  any  other  teacher 
of  that  sdiool  — ''  nuilius  addktut  jurarc 
in  verba  magUtri,**  He  might,  peihaps, 
occask>uaUy  puzzle  himself  with  the  es- 
says of  the  political  economists,  which,  he 
heheved,  likewise  puzzled  their  authors ; 
hut  he  was  not,  therefore,  wedded  to  their 
opinions.  About  the  time,  however,  to 
which  the  noble  lord  had  referred,  as  pre- 
aeating  a  contrast  with  the  present  period, 
which  was  favourable  to  the  state  of  agri- 
culture, namely,  the  reign  of  George  Ist, 
it  hi^pened,  tnat  the  most  woeful  com- 
plaints were  made  of  the  degraded  state 
of  the  agriculturists.  The  puMications  of 
that  day  stated,  as  tiie  noble  lord  now  did, 
that  agficidture  would  be  nuned,  and  that 
^e  constitution  of  the  country  would  be 
involved  in  its  destruction.  During  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  18th  century, 
a^friculture  was  stationary;  but  other 
things  connected  with  agriculture  were 
not.  The  popidation  continued  to  in- 
cceaae,  uiid  the  greatest  possible  d^istress 
pNwtakd  m  iris  cowHf  ^  on  account  of 


die  high  price  of  com.  This  was  the  case 
between  1763  and  1773.  What,  then, 
led  to  the  diange  of  the  law  in  1773  ? 
Why,  that  change  was  made,  because,  in 
the  ten  years  preceding,  it  had  been  found 
necessary  to  f>ass  eighte^i  or  twenty  acts 
of  parliament  to  meet  ihe  contingencies 
occasioned  by  the  old  system.  Was, 
<then,  that  system  so  all-wise,  so  beneftciai, 
so  favourable,  to  the  intoests  of  agricid- 
ture,  as  it  had  been  represented?  la 
1773,  a  dmnse  was  effected ;  the  plan 
then  introduced  continued  to  be  aotea  on 
until  1815 ;  audit  was  to  the  pruiciple  of 
the  law  of  1773,  that  they  were  now  en- 
deavouring to  return.  Between  1773  and 
1815  the  progress  of  -trade,  of  manufac* 
tores — in  short,  of  every  thing  connected 
with  the  wM&re  of  the  country— was  as 
great  as  the  most  anxious  mind  could  wish. 
Ihalfextension  of  industry,  that  accumula- 
tion of  wealth,  was  effected  under  die  very 
system  of  laws,  ^e  return  to  which  waa 
now  considered  by  some  individuals  as 
a  dangerous  innovation,  ft  was  for  the 
noble  lord  who  had  intiodaced  these  reso- 
lutions to  controvert  that  fact  if  he  coidd. 
The  correctness  of  his  statement  was 
^own  by  the  vast  number  of  enclosure 
biHs  which  had  been  passed  during  the 
period  he  had  mentioned,  "^erefore,  he 
contended,  tiiat  tins  resolotion  of  th^ 
noble  and  learned  lord  led  to  a  most  er- 
roneous conclusion ;  because  it  went  to 
establish  the  proposition,  that  the  system 
which  had  been  set  on  foot  in  the  time  of 
Charles  2nd,  and  acted  on  down  to  the 
year  1773,  was  the  cause  of  all  the 
strength,  power,  and  prosperity  at  which 
this  country  had  arrived.  He  had  made 
these  detailed  remarics  on  the  resolutions 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  sdthough  he 
thought  that  the  objection  whidi  he  had 
lint  stated  was  sufficient  to  prevent  their 
lordships  from  supporting  thjs  series  of 
resolutions,  which  constKuted  a  sort  of 
poHtico-economico  thermometer,  if  he 
might  be  allowed  to  use  that  expression. 
He  certainly'could  not,  on  the  grounds  the 
noble  and  learned  loid  had  stated,  bring 
himself  to  acquiesce  in  the  propositions 
brought  forward.  He  wi^ed  to  advert 
to  one  or  two  otfier  points  connected 
with  these  resolutions,  which  also  invdived 
principles  that  it  was  impossiUe  for  hipi 
to  i^ee  with.  In  the  thirteenth  resolu- 
tion, the  nMe  and  learned  lord  had  dwelt 
much  on  the  assumed  fact,  th^tt  the  pay- 
nent  of  foreign  com  had  been,  and  would 
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be,  made  in  coii^.     Now,  he  apprehended 
that  this  reeolution,  if  it  had  any  object  at 
all,  was  intended  to  lead  their  lordships  to 
belieye,  that  the  trade  in  com  (not  an  im- 
moderate), but  any  trade  in  com,  was  likely 
to  operate  prejudicially  to  the  interests  of 
the  country,  by  inducing  a  large  export  of 
coin.     He  should  not  combat  this  propo- 
sition, on  theory,  lesthe  might  be  considered 
a  political  economist,  and  thus  excite  the 
displeasure  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord. 
He    should    confidently    appeal    to    the 
evidence  which  their  lordships  had  lately 
jeceived  on  this  subject ;  by  which  it  was 
clearly  shown,  that  com  was  not  to  be 
paid  for  in  gold,  or  if  so  paid  for,  that  that 
gold  was  not  to  leave  the  country  altogether ; 
and  he  must  say  it  was  a  most  unreason- 
able fear  to  suppose  that  they  could  not 
have  a  trade  in  foreign  com,  without  caus- 
ing a  drain  of  gold  out  of  the  country. 
Last   year    two   million  of   quarters   of 
foreign  com  were  imported,  the  cost  of 
which  would  be  upwaidsof  two  million 
sterling.     Now,  if  the  noble  and  learned 
lord's   proposition  were  tme,  that  com 
must  have  been  paid  for  in  gold.     But 
how  stood  the  fact?     Why,  during  the 
whole  of  that  year,  the  exchange  was  so 
much  in  favour  of  this  country  as  to  make 
the  export  of  gold,  in  return  for  com,  the 
very  worst  speculation  that  could  have 
been  entertained  by  any  mercantile  man. 
During  that  time  bullion  was  imported 
into  the  mint,  and  coined,  to  the  amount 
of  no  less  than  six  million  of  sovereigns. 
The  rate  of  exchange  had  been  such,  th^t 
it  was  not  worth  any  body's  while  to  buy 
corn  with  gold.     What  occurred  in  1824 
and   1825?    The  exchanges  were    then 
unfavourable  from  various  causes,  and  the 
exportation  of  gold  was  considerable  ;  but 
yet  he  would  undertake  to  say,  that  in 
those  two  years,  not  a  single  sovereign 
went  to  Dantzic,  or  to  any  other  part  of 
the  world,  for  com.     Even  the  sovereigns 
exported  in  1824  and  1825  in  casks,  and 
which  were  placed  in  the  Bank  of  France, 
came  back  to  this  country  in  the  same 
casks,  which  had  never  been  opened.    He 
therefore,  with  these  facts  in  view,  could 
not  afifirm  a  resolution,  which  implied  that 
a  more  open  importation  of  corn  would 
draw  all  the  gold  out  of  the  country.  This 
he  had  alluded  to  as  a  general  proposition, 
■which,  if  the  subject  were  at  all  considered, 
could  not  be  afiirmed.     He  begged  leave 
Jm^  ®ne  word  on  the  topic  to  which  the 
ttpwe  and  leaded  1qi4  bad  last  adverted ; 


he  alluded  to  the  question  of  free  trade. 
Those  resolutions  were  manifestly  directed 
against  free  trade  ;  but  they  did  not  ex- 
plain, neither  did  he  think  die  speech  of 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  explained, 
what  was  there  meant  by  free  trade.  If 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  understood  by 
free  trade,  that  all  foreign  articles  were  to 
be  admitted  into  this  country  without 
paying  any  dut^,  then  he  must  say,  that 
such  was  not  his  (lord  Goderich's)  idea  of 
free  trade.  His  idea  was,  that  this  country 
should  not  allow  any  prohibition.  And 
why  ?  Because  experience  proved,  that 
prohibition,  with  regard  to  manufactures, 
was  the  veriest  illusion  that  ever  entered 
the  mind  of  man.  There  was  no  effectual 
mode  of  establishing  a  prohibitory  system, 
so  long  as  money  was  in  existence.  Money 
would  defeat  all  prohibitions.  He  was  a 
friend  to  that  free  trade  which  encouraged 
the  honest  dealer ;  but  he  was  unquestion- 
ably an  enemy  to  the  free  trade  of  the 
smuggler.  He  conceived  it  was  a  most 
praiseworthy  object,  to  aim  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  pestilent  free  trade ;  one  of  the 
greatest  evils,  moral  and  political,  by 
which  any  country  could  be  afflicted.  Such 
was  his  feeling;  and,  if  their  lordships 
looked  into  the  evils  which  were  the 
result  of  the  old  system,  they  would  parti- 
cipate with  him  in  that  feeling.  If  noble 
lords  had,  as  w^  his  case,  been  connected, 
for  fifteen  years,  with  situations  having 
reference  to  the  tiade  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  it  would  be  impossible  for  them 
not  to  feel,  in  the  first  instance,  the  ill 
effects  produced  by  this  monstrous  system 
of  smuggling ;  and,  in  the  second,  that  the 
only  remedy  for  those  evils  was  to  give  lair 
and  free  access  to  every  description  of 
foreign  manufacture.  He  therefore  felt, 
that  they  ought  even  to  endure  some 
degree  of  inconvenience,  if  by  so  doing 
they  could  put  an  end  to  this  system  of 
fraud ;  to  this  system  of  peijury ;  nay,  he 
would  say,  to  this  system  of  murder  which 
had  been  too  long  continued.  At  present 
they  were  obliged  to  surround  their  whole 
coasts  with  armies  and  fleets,  ^o  check  the 
sniuggler  in  his  illicit  career, — a  proceed- 
ing which  he  contended  was  as  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  of  a  free  constitution, 
as  it  was  contrary  tq  the  best  interests  of 
the  country.  He  had  raised  hb  voice 
against  that  system,  and,  in  opposition  to 
it,  he  had  advocated  the  principles  of  free 
trade.  He  thought,  however,  their  lord* 
9bip«  bad  already  {[tven  pretty  uoequirocal 
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piQofty  that  they  sincerely  approved  of 
those  princifdes ;  because  they  bad  sap- 
ported  and  carried  laws  that  were  empha- 
tically founded  on  those  liberal  principles 
and  no  other.    In  1825,  his  majesty  had 
recommended,  in  a  speech  from  the  throne, 
the  adoption  of  those  principles ;  and,  what 
was  their  lordships*  answer  ?  In  the  address 
to  the  throne,  they  stated  that  they  would 
give  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  to 
any  measures  that  would  tend  to  remove 
those  inconvenient  and  mischievous  restric- 
tions.    Now,  havinff,  in  1825,  given  that 
pledge,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  them 
to  vote  for  the  resolutions  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  unless  they  were  prepared 
to  unsay  and  to  undo  what  they  had 
already   solemnly  said    and   done.    He 
owned  that  he  felt  warmly  on  this  part  of 
the  subject;  because,  if  there  was  any 
portion  of  hk  puUic  conduct  in  which  he 
took  a  pleasure  and  a  pride,  it  was  in  the 
support  which  he  had  ^iven  to  the  esta- 
Uishraent  of  liberal  principles,  in  opposition 
to  those  that  were  now  brought  forward  by 
the  noble  and  learned  loid.    He  might 
take  one  of  two  courses  on  this  occasion — 
either  to  move  the   adjournment,  or  to 
propose  the  previous  question.  But,  as  the 
motion  was  for  going  into  a  committee,  he 
conceived  the  best  thing  he  could  do,  was 
to  move  that  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 
The  Earl  of  IaiMfer<fa/esaid,  he  could 
not  suffer  this  discussion  to  terminate, 
without  thanking  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  for  the  talent  he  had  displayed,  the 
great  pains  he  had  taken,  and  the  ex- 
tensive knowledge  he  had  shown  in  draw- 
ing up  these  resolutions,  which,  whatever 
might   be  their  fate  that    night,   must 
prMuce  a  strong  effect  on  the  minds  of 
their  lordships  and  of  the  country  at  large. 
Since  they  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  their 
lordships  had  not  been  assailed  with  that 
tissue   of  calumnies    and    lies  directed 
i^inst  the   landed  interest,  which  the 
House  had  been  in  the  daily  habit  of 
hearing  for   some    time   before.    Those 
resolutions  being  placed  on  their  lordships' 
Journals,    containing    as    they   did    the 
soundest   political   doctrines,   would  go 
down  to  posterity,  and  would  be  read  with 
admiration  by    future   generations.    He 
would  have  said  little  more  on  this  occasion, 
but  for  the  manner  itf  which  the  noble  lord 
opposite  had  treated  some  of  the  proposi- 
tions before  their  lordships.    He  woukl 
deny  the    assertions  of  the  noble  lord 
opposite,  with  respect  to  the  argument 


contained  in  the  sixth  resolution.  That 
resolution  set  forth,  that  the  act  of  Charles 
2nd  was  efficient  for  the  preservation  of 
the  agriculture  of  this  country.  The  noble 
lord  opposite  denied  this ;  and  he  asserted, 
that  there  never  was  a  time  when  agriculture 
was  in  a  state  of  greater'  distress  than  in 
the  reign  of  George  1st,  when  the  laws  of 
Charles  2nd  was  in  full  force.  The  noble 
lord  had  alluded  to  the  publications  of 
that  day,  as  a  proof  of  the  fact.  Now,  few 
men  had  read  more  of  the  publications  of 
that  period  than  he  himself  had  done ;  and 
yet  he  could  not  charge  his  memory  with 
the  recollection  of  any  work  which  stated 
such  a  fact.  On  the  contrary,  there  was 
a  fall  of  price,  and  no  importation  of  com. 
Therefore,  he  should  conclude  that  there 
was  at  that  period  a  sufficient  production, 
and  a  sufficient  market.  He  here  begged 
leave  to  read  to  the  noble  lord  a  passage 
from  a  pamphlet  written  by  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Huskisson),  whose  author- 
ity, especially  as  he  was  a  colleague  of 
the  noble  lord,  would,  he  believed,  cany- 
some  weight  with  it.  What  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  stated  was,  as  he  declared, 
the  result  of  a  consideration  of  this  subject 
for  thirty  years.  He  said,  that  for  one 
Ihindred  and  seventy  years,  the  cheapness 
produced  by  importation  was  a  jvoof  of 
sterility,  occasioned  by  want  of  cultivation ; 
and  he  went  on  to  observe,  that  a  steady 
home  supply  was  the  proper  means  of 
ensuring  a  moderate  price.  *'  For  a 
hundred  years,  up  to  1765,"  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  asked  <*  what  was  the  state  of 
the  country,  with  respect  to  corn  ?  It 
was  this, — that,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, their  own  ground  supplied  a  stock 
of  com  sufficient  for  home  consumption, 
and  in  some  seasons  they  even  exported." 
At  that  period,  the  price  of  grain  seldom 
varied  more  than  a  few  shillings.  Allusion 
had  been  made  to  the  period  between  1766 
and  1773.  Did  com  at  that  time  fall,  in 
consequence  of  importation?  Did  the 
manufocturers  then  find  that  they  had 
cheaper  corn  ?  No :  for  although  that 
foreign  importation  was  held  out  to  the 
manufacturers  as.  a  great  boon,  their  lord- 
ships would  find,  that  from  1766  to  1773 
the  price  of  com  was  raised;  though 
the  ports  were  open  for  the  importation 
of  grain: — ^As  to  the  circumstance  of 
gold  being  sent  out  of  the  country  to  pay 
for  corn,  he  only  knew  that,  some  years 
ago,  when  the  noble  lord  then  opposite  to 
him  bad  contended,  that  a  one-pound 
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BOte  and  a  Bbsllipg  were  equal  in  value  to 
a  guinea,  and  he  (lord  Lauderdale)  had 
contended  that  they  were  not,  he  had 
always  been  answerea  thathewaamiBtaken, 
because  he  did  not  take  into  consideration 
the  quantity  of  gold  sent  abroad  to  buy 
com*  Witnin  a  period  of  eighteen  years, 
as  he  could  shew  by  the  authority  of  the 
noble  lord's  colleague,  60,000,000/.  of 
gold  had  been  sent  out  of  the  country 
to  buy  com.  It  was  undoubtedly  correct, 
that  there  had  been  a  great  importation 
of  corn  in  1826,  and  he  also  believed 
an  influx  of  gold  to  the  amount,  as 
stated  by  the  noble  viscount,  of  6,000,000/.; 
but  this  was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
state  of  the  country  at  that  period.  The 
noble  lord  had  said,  that  the  year  1826 
afforded  en  extraordinary  instance,  which 
contradicted  Ihe  resolution  of  his  hon.  ilnd 
learned  friend.  The  noble  lord  stated,  that 
more  com  was  imported  in  1826  than  in 
1824,  and  yet  that  there  was,  in  the  former 
year,  a  great  influx  of  gold  into  the 
country,  instead  of  the  money  being 
drained  out  of  it.  He  believed  that 
there  had  been  a  large  importation  in  that 
year ;  but  did  that  circumstance  invalidate, 
in  the  smallest  degree,  the  fticts  stated 
in  his  noble  and  learned  friend's  resolution  ? 
Very  plain  reasons  could  be  given  for  the 
circumstance  to  which  the  noble  lord  had 
alluded.  The  noble  lord  must  recollect, 
that,  in  tlie  commencement  of  the  year 
1826,  the  effect  of  those  various  joint- 
stock  companies  and  schemes,  which  had 
been  called  into  action  in  the  preceding 
year,  was  stiU  powerfully  felt.  It  was  to 
this,  as  he  should  presently  shew,  that 
the  influx  of  gold  was  to  be  traced.  He 
remembered  publishing,  in  1804,  a  Trea- 
tise, in  which  he  stated,  that  if  the  sink- 
ing-fund were  continued  on  the  footing 
on  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  placed  it,  capital 
would  be  rendered  so  abundant  at  home, 
that  at  length  individuals,  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  a  higher  rate  of  mterest, 
Would  employ  it  abroad.  A  man  whom 
it  was  the  misfortune  of  the  country  to 
have  lost — a  man  of  the  most  extensive 
capacity  he  had  ever  met  with  —  he 
meant  the  late  Mr.  Fox— had  read  the 
proof-dheets  of  that  Treatise ;  and  he  had 
now  a  letter  from  that  great  statesman, 
Iti  which  he  asked — "Do  you  think  it 
possible,  that  an  Englishman  would  trust 
ills  capital  in  the  foreign  funds?"  Now, 
the  noble  lord  opjiosite  and  himself  had 
lived  long  enough  to  ice,  that  there  was 


not  a  fiiBd  in  Euv^  that  did  u&t  c^Ukua 
a  large  quantity  of  Britisk  capitaK  If 
the  noble  lord  Asked  the  Bank  itaelf,  or 
those  who  supplied  it  with  the  mOBf^ 
to  which  he  Md  alluded,  he  would  flra, 
that  the  money  would  not  have  been 
forthcoming,  but  for  the  demttnd  whieh 
had  been  suddenly  created  in  this  country, 
on  account  of  the  spectdattons  he  had  re« 
ferred  to,  and  the  extensive  sale  of  foreign 
stock.  The  influx  of  that  six  million-  of 
gold,  then,  did  not  surprise  htas,  eon* 
siderinf  all  te  circninetances.  —  t*lM 
noble  &rd  hud  aUuded  to  the  sulnect  «f 
free  trade ;  and  bow,  to  his  flStonisnBent, 
after  halving  reai^  the  high  eolegk»ft», 
that  were  pronoimeed  on  fiee  comnieree 
by  the  noble  lord  when  mthe  od^r  Haute, 
he  found  that  the  noUe  fenl  oufty  wieasit 
to  make  a  few  rsguktiom  to  preleot  the 
trade  of  the  coiiUtry  againstsoiugglers.  A 
system  of  free  trade  was,  perhups,  better 
than  a  system  of  restrictions;  but  the 
contimnmce  of  such  a  system  depended 
on  universal  peac^  and  general  brother- 
hood. If  sueii  a  plan  could  be  carried 
into  efiect,  it  must  annihilate  all  these 
differences  of  commercial  interests,  which, 
la  the  present  state  of  the  world,  eould  not 
be  retnoved  without  subverting  oMsty  of 
their  existing  commercial  instttutione. 
Beyond  that,  he  would  remind  the  House, 
that  the  wealth  of  this  country  had  grown 
and  increased,  under  an  opposite  system, 
to  an  extent  which  it  never  coukl  hsrve 
attained  by  an  adherence  to  free  trade. 
That  system  had  a  tendency  to  enrich  the 
world  at  large ;  and  it  was  only  by  an  ex- 
clusive system  that  Qreat  Britain  had 
arrived  at  her  present  hei^t  of  riches 
and  of  power.  He  did  not  think  it  would 
be  advisable  to  proceed  wiUi  this  discussion, 
as  a  bill  would  be  shortly  debated  whkh 
would  let  in  the  whole  question.  Therefore 
he  hoped  his  learned  Mend  would  be  satis- 
fled  with  the  good  whteh  he  bad  done  fay 
the  puUicaiion  of  his  resolutk)OS,  and  that 
he  would  not  press  the  subject  further. 

Lord  BexU^J  contended,  ftora  a  oomjpa- 
rison  of  the  number  of  enclosure  buls, 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  year  1773^  end 
from  the  latteryear  to  1815>  uud  also  fttun 
a  comparative  view  of  the  amount  of  popu- 
lation in  both  those  |)eriods,  that  the  sys- 
tem which  Was  in  force  prior  to  1773 
was  not  so  beneficial  as  that  whieh  hid 
continued  fi-om  1773  to  1015.  Fttun  the 
Revolution  to  1773,  the  uumber  of  eueto- 
sure  bills  was  690;  Atrni  1773  to  18J5» 
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tile  tBtmhtat  irat  3,853.    Tke  inaiWM  id 
tlMrjpopuhrtida  ww  eaually  peat. 

lit  Eavi  •£  lfe<f^  argiied,  that  tlie 
|Miad«otioii  of  the  eoiratry  luid  been  greatly 
tfwieaaed  mder  the  syalem  recognized  by 
the  act  of  Charles  2iid,  aad  that  the  peo- 
irfe  were  aupplied  with  com  at  a  mueh 
iaWBT  priee,  in  conseqiieiiee  of  the  pro- 
teclng   p^    then    mtrodoeed.    If  the 
woUe  lord  looked  to  the  period  daring 
which  that  act  was  in  foree,  he  would  find, 
that  eotfn  was  as  low  in  this  country  as 
elsewbeie*    The  noble  lord  had  abo  staited, 
that  while  the  war  lasted,  the  law  allowed 
pfaetieal  impottation.     Bat,  though  the 
law  peitaitted  it,  ware  there  not  oircnn- 
st«nc»s  that  pretented  the  country  from 
takini  adnmtage   of  that   permission  ? 
Coald  that,  at  that  time,  pay  a  snfficient 
price  for  foreign  com?    The  noble  lord 
nad  motioned  the  subject  of  enclosures ; 
but,  from  what  other  circumstance  did  the 
great  number  of  enclosures  take  their  rise, 
than  from   the  great   demand  for  com, 
which  could  not  be  supplied  but  by  the 
calti?ation  of  the  land  ?    Those  enclosure 
bills  did  not  apply  to  new  lands,  but  to 
the  old  t  in  order  that  they  might  be  cul* 
tiirated  in  a  more  profitable  manner.    If 
the  noble  lord  stated  that  the  wealthy  coo* 
dition  of  the  people,  and  the  doubling  of  the 
population,  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  aK 
teration    of   the    law  in    1773,  he   was 
pressing  a  great  many  things  into  his  ar- 
gaments,  which  would  not  serve  his  pur- 
pose. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that,  after  the  lumi- 
nous statement  which  had  been  madeb^ 
the  noble  earl  near  him,  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  postpone 
any  expression  of  the  feelings  of  the  House 
until  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  which 
had  come  up  from  the  Commons.  The 
noble  viscount  opposite  had  stated,  that  it 
was  not  the  fact  that  foreign  com  was  paid 
for  in  specie.  He  supposed,  therefore, 
the  noble  viscount  had  not  read  tlie  evi- 
dence of  sir  Claude  Scott,  given  to  the 
committee  of  that  House,  who  had  stated, 
that  he  never  knew  a  single  instance  in 
which  com  was  paid  for  bnt  in  specie. 
He  was  surprised,  too,  after  all  that  he  had 
heard  said  of  the  liberal  system  of  free 
trade,  which  was  to  pour  its  benefits  on 
the  country,  to  find  that  that  system  had 
dwindled  down  into  an  insignificant  plan 
Ibr  pfotectloh  against  smu^ng«  But, 
had  H  that  efiect  ?  Their  lord^ipa  knew, 
OB  the  contrary,  thai  the  coast  of  the 


country  was  sunoonded  by  armed 
men;  they  could  not  forget  the  expense 
of  the  preventive  service.  Their  lordships 
were  not  called  upon  now  to  admit  or  re- 
ject the  resolutions,  but  to  refer  them  to  a 
committee;  and  he  did  not  know  bow 
they  could  refuse  to  do  otherwise.  The 
proposed  bill  went  to  subvert  the  whole 
system  of  the  Cora-laws,  which  a  noble 
earl  had  stated,  was  intended  to  be  a  per- 
manent sptem,  and  the  final  settlement  of 
the  question.  He  did  not  think  that  their 
lordshipe  ought  to  pass  that  bill  with  the 
same  levity  as  if  it  were  a  turnpike  bill. 
They  ought  to  investigate  the  principle 
upon  wh£h  the  agriculture  of  the  country 
had  been  protects.  What  had  been  the 
efiect  of  the  free-trade  principle  with  re* 
^>ect  to  wool  ?  That  was  now,  in  many 
respects,  an  unsaleable  article;  and  the 
value  of  the  lands  upon  which  wool  was 
produced  had  diminished  one  half. 

Lord  Redetdale  said,  that,  as  he  had  re- 
corded his  opinion,  by  entering  his  resolu- 
tions on  the  Journals,  he  should  not  resist 
the  amendment  of  the  noble  viscount  for 
an  adjournment. 

Their  lordships  accordingly  adjourned, 
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Tuesday,  May  15. 

Taadz  with  India.]    Mr.  W.  Whii" 
more  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee, 
with  a  view  to  extend  the  trade  between 
Great  Britam  and  India.  When  the  House 
considered  the  distress  which  was  on  all 
hands  acknowledged  to  exist  among  the 
manufacturing  population — the  declme  of 
the  revenue,  which  decline,  since  last  year, 
was  not  less  than  four  or  five  millions; 
and  the  decUne  of  our  export  trade,  which 
in  the  same  time  amounted  to  an  equal 
extent-^it  became  important  in  the  highest 
degree  to  inquire  how  those  evils  could  be 
remedied.    He  trusted,  therefore,  that  if 
he  could  show,  that  a  great  increase  of 
employment  would  result,  from  extending 
the  trade  with  India,  to  the  weavers  of 
Scotland    and    Lancashire,    government 
would  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  his  propo- 
sition.   But  it  was  not  on  the  existence 
of  this  distress  that  he  rested  the  ques- 
tion.   That  distress  might  be,   and   he 
hoped  it  was,  of  a  temporary  nature.   The 
resources  of  the  country  could  not  be  so 
much  reduced  as  to  prevent  the  retara  of 
the  prosperity  it  bad  bcielofore  enjoyed. 


hU    aovst  or  commons. 

He  wished  the  subject  to  be  viewed  in  ft 
more  comprehensive  manner.     WFioever 
considered   the   heavy  burthen   of   debt 
which  weighed  down  the  energies  of  the 
country,  and  the  part  she  must  be  destined 
to  play  among  the  nations  of  •  the  world, 
in  the  wars  in  which,  in  all  probability, 
she  would  be  again  engaged,   must  see 
how  exceedingly  desirable  it  was  to  ex- 
tend, by  all  practicable  means,  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  to  avail  our- 
selves of  a  period  of  peace  to  lighten  the 
springs  of  our  industry,  and  restore  their 
elasticity. — With  regard  to  Ireland,  it  was 
evident,  that  every  thing  ought  to  be  done 
that  was  possible  to  promote  the  growth 
of  the  manufactures  which,   he  trusted, 
bad  commenced   there.     The  friends  of 
that  coimtry,  who  did  not  seek  to  serve  it 
by  that  course,  took  a  very  limited — far 
from  an  enlightened — ^viewof  her  interests. 
Much  might  be  done,  no  doubt,  by  settling 
the    religious  differences  that  unhappily 
existed;  but  the  mere  removal  of  those 
dissensions  would  be  no  panacea  for  the 
ills  of  Ireland  ;  which  could  be  eradicated 
OQly  by  giving  employment  to  the  people. 
"When  habits  of  industry  were  formed,  and 
began  generally  to  take  root,  the  most 
favourable  hopes  might  be  entertained  of 
the  deliverance  of  &at  country  from  the 
worst  evils  that  oppressed  it.    After  ad- 
verting to  the  mode  in  which  the  Corn- 
laws  had  operated  to  deprive  our  manu- 
facturers of  a  large  portion  of  their  foreign 
trade,  the  hon.  gentleman  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  increase  that 
had  taken  place  in  our  trade  with  India, 
since  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
East-India  Companv  in  1814.    At  that 
time,  the  whole  of  the  continent  of  India, 
and  the  islands  in  the  Indian  Archipelago, 
were  thrown  open  to  the  private  trader. 
What  had   been  the   result?    No   man 
could  have  anticipated  it.    At  the  time 
of  the  discussions  which  led  to  that  result, 
there  was  a  considerable  degree  of  oppo* 
sition.     It  was  said,  that  there  was  no 
hope  of  enlarging  the  trade,  because  of 
the  strong  religious  prejudices  of  the  In- 
dian  natives,   and  their  own  products, 
which  worked  against  it.  As  to  the  cotton- 
trade,  for  example,   it  was  conjectured, 
that  there  could  be  no  increase  whatever. 
The  olijectors  admitted,  that  there  might 
be  a  very  trifling  increase  in  woollens,  and 
some  articles  of  luxury,  but  nothing  like  a 
demand  so  consideiabfe  as  to  increase  the 
-expona  of  raw  products  from  India.    The 
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increase,  however,  upon  ,the  article  of 
cotton  had  been,  truly  marvellous.  It  was 
to  be  recollected,  that  the  cotton  manu- 
facture originally  existed  in  India — that 
our  own  people  had  taken  both  the  pat- 
terns and  the  names  of  their  cotton  fabrics 
from  India ;  and  yet  they  were  now  under& 
selling  the  Indian  in  his  own  market, 
though  labour  cost  here  seven  or  eight 
times  as  much  as  it  did  there ;  and  though 
we  had  to  draw  the  raw  material  from 
thence  over  half  the  globe,  and  send  it 
back  manufactured  over  the  same  half  of 
the  globe.  He  had  spoken  of  names. 
They  would  find  the  definition  of  "  calico" 
given  in  Johnson's  Dictionary,  to  be — 
'^  cotton  stuffs  made  at  Calicut,  in  the 
East  Indies,  sometimes  stained  with  gay 
and  beautiful  colours."  We .  mig^t  look 
at  this  new  and  sudden  enterprise  of  our 
commerce  with  astonishment  and  pride : 
but  we  were  bound,  by  all  the  ties  of  hon« 
our  and  honesty,  which  belong  to  policy 
and  good  government,  to  consider  the 
injury  which  this  success  must  bring  on 
our  Indian  fellow-subjects.  He  had  re- 
turns of  exports  and  imports  to  India, 
liome  of  them  as  low  as  1822.  The  hon. 
gentleman  proceeded  to  state  the  annual 
averages  of  the  exports  and  imports  io 
several  departments,  which  he  stated 
nearly  as  follows : — 

Exports  from  Great  Britain  to  India. 

Wwllent. 
Annual  aversge  from  1801  to  IftlO  ..  ^^173,3100 
Ditto  1814  to  1822  ..    376.399 

Ditto         .     1823andl824  ..     962,061 

CiMon  Goodt. 
Avenge  of  yearsfrom  1801  to  1810  ..  £  55,461 
Ditto  1814  to  1822  ..     568,358 

Ditto  1823andl824  ..     115,519 

Imfortr  prom  East  India  to  Great  Britain. 

/fuft^.  Ift. 

Average  of  ycsrtfrom  1801  to  1890  .,  3,513,658 
Ditto  1814  to  1832  ..  5,022,087 

Averageofyeanffvm  1801  to  1810  ..  5,896^00 
Ditto  1814  to  1822  ..23,535,365 

Bengal  Silk. 
Average  of  years  from  1801  to  1810  ..     438,792 
Ditto  1814  to  1829  ..    899,507 

Sugar,  Chi. 

Aversgeofyearftfrom  1801  to  1810  ..  nj3» 

Ditto  1814  to  1822  ..  124,379 

Ditto  1823  and  1824  «.  244,658 

These  few  details  showed  a  most  important 
increase  in  both  ways  in  the  trade  with 
India.  But  while  these  important  changes 
were  transacting,  the  duties  imposed  on 
£ast-India  products  were  grievous  in 
themselyes^  m  cqmparisoQ  with  the  saqui 
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prodacto  of  the  West  ladies^  absolutely 
prohibitory.  The  duties  on  cofibe  wer^ 
-equal  to  ad  valorem  duty.  On  coffee  from 
the  East  Indies,  eighty-u>ur  per  cent ;  from 
the  West  Indies,  fifty-six 'per  cent.  On 
turmeric  from  the  West  Indies,  eight  per 
cent ;  from  the  East  Indies,  ten  per  cent. 
On  rum  from  the  West  Indies,  8s.  6d.  per 
gallon;  from  the  East  Indies,  20s.  per 
gallon.  On  cotton  wool  from  the  East 
Indies,  five  per  cent;  fVom  the  West 
Indies,  free.  These,  and  such  things  as 
these,  shewed  the  utter  indifference  to  the 
prosperity  of  our  trade,  to  the  advantage 
of  our  cotton  manufactures,  or  to  the  wel- 
fare, •  either  of  the  mother  country  or  the 
colonies,  which  characterised  the  whole 
system  of  our  legislation,  with  respect  to 
our  possessions  in  the  East  Indies.  Such 
was  the  utter  indifference  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples, not  only  of  sound  commercial  po- 
licy, but  even  of  reason  and  justice,  which 
the  legislature  manifested  in  all  its  regula- 
tions of  the  trade  of  those  colonies.  The 
whole  system  was  most  unfiedr  and  unjust ; 
and,  if  ever  the  people  of  India  began  to 
feel  it  as  they  ought,  if  ever  the  vast  popu- 
lation of  our  possessions  in  the  East  came 
to  feel  their  importance,  and  the  degree  of 
mjustice  with  wnich  they  had  been  treated, 
the  House  might  rest  assured,  that  the  day 
of  reckoning  would  come,  and  we  should 
be  made  to  suffer,  as  we  deserved,  for  the 
course  we  were  pursuing.  What  was  it 
that  lost  this  country  the  colony  of  North 
America?  Why,  precisely  the  same  prin- 
ciple. We  kept  to  ourselves  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  their  trade,  and  gave  them 
none  in  return ;  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  they  freed  themselves,  on  the  first  op- 
portunity, from  the  power  which  exercised 
over  them  its  authority,  in  a  manner  so 
utterly  repugnant  to  aU  the  principles  of 
honour,  justice,  or  policy.  It  was  not 
enough  for  this  country  to  say,  it  had  the 
power  to  do  these  things.  It  must  shew 
that  the  course  of  its  policy  was  founded 
in  something  like  justice,  or  expect  that 
those  who  were  subjected  to  its  influence 
would  only  continue  to  obey  until  an  op- 
portunity might  present  itself  to  oppose. 
Such  a  system  was  not  only  contnuy  to 
the  principles  of  commerce  and  of  justice, 
bat  even  to  that  principle  of  reciprocity, 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.Hus- 
ki88on)had  advocated  with  so  much  ar- 
dour, and  which  he  for  one  felt  delighted 
in  saymg  with  so  much  success. — He 
itohU  Aoir  twm  to  another  part  of  the  swne 


subject,  and  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  amount  of  the  imports  and 
iexports  to  the  East  Indies,  as  the  trade 
was  at  present  carried  on.  In  the  year 
1824,  the  total  amount  of  the  exports  to 
the  East  Indies,  was  4,335,437/.  In  the 
year  1826,  there  was  but  little  difference. 
The  amount  then  was,  4,394,380/.  Now, 
he  must  take  the  liberty  of  begging  them 
to  attend  to  a  nlost  important  subject  aris- 
ing out  of  one  of  those  exports.  He  al- 
luded to  the  article  of  East-India  sugar — 
the  dead  weight,  as  it  might  be  called,  of 
what  we  were  able  to  draw  from  the  East 
Indies  at  this  moment.  He  did  not  there- 
fore take  that  article,  because  it  was  the 
most  important,  but  because  it  was  that 
which  might  be  the  most  increased.  He 
was  aware  of  the  state  in  which  the  sugar 
trade  was  placed  at  this  moment,  and  that 
there  was  much  more  than  sufficient  for 
the  general  consumption  of  the  country ; 
but  he  did  not  consider  that  to  be  any  rea- 
son why  it  could  not  be  much  increased. 
He  was  awaie,  too,  that  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  when  there  was  an  excess  of  pro- 
duction beyond  consumption,  the  price 
must  be  regulated,  not  by  the  monopoly  at 
home,  but  the  price  which  that  sugar  could 
procuro  in  the  martcet  abroad.  Granting 
that,  however,  he  still  contended,  that  the 
price  could  be  raised,  and  the  consumption 
mcreased  too,  at  home.  There  was  an- 
nually imported  from  the  East  Indies  a 
quantity  of  sugar,  to  the  ^amount  of 
244,000  cwt.,  upon  which  there  was  paid 
the  extra  duty  of  lOs.  a  cwt.  Now,  he 
would  admit  that  this  sugar  was  not  sold 
even  at  a  profit  at  this  moment ;  and  yet 
he  was  prepared  to  shew,  that  the  con- 
sumption might  be  still  very  much  in- 
creased. He  was  aware  that  it  might  at 
first  appear,  from  the  price  at  present,  and 
from  the  supply  being  so  much  greater 
than  the  demand,  that  an  increase  of  quan- 
tity could  bring  no  increase  of  consump- 
tion ;  but,  did  Uie  House  take  into  its  con- 
sideration the  very  great  increase  of  de- 
mand for  our  manufactures,  and  the  great 
consequent  increase  of  population  and  pro- 
duction, which  must  follow  the  opening  of 
such  a  market  for  the  produce  of  Uiis  coun- 
try ?  It  might,  he  admitted,  be  asked,  if 
the  produce  of  sugar  by  the  West-India 
islands  was  so  much  greater  than  the  de- 
mand, how  could  we  make  any  increase  of 
consumption  ?    He  took  it,  however,  to  be 

Juite  clear,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
id  not  consume  anythmg  like  what  they 
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might  be  able  to  take,  if  a  new  market  was 
opened  to  our  manufactures.  Let  the 
House  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  what  was 
the  amount  of  the  quantity  of  sugar  con* 
sumed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  England,  the  average  quan« 
tity  consumed  by  each  individual  was,  an- 
nually, according  to  the  best  calculation, 
abont  twenty-three  pounds  and  a  half  per 
head.  In  Ireland,  the  quantity  consumed 
by  each  individual  was  about  six  pounds 
per  head.  Now,  he  would  ask,  if  Ireland 
became  a  manufacturing  country  by  the 
opening  of  a  market,  and  the  encourage* 
ment  of  a  trade  with  India,  what  was  there 
to  prevent  her  people  from  becoming  con- 
sumers to  the  extent  of  twelve^  or  enren 
eighteen  pounds  a-head  ?  In  that  wny  he 
was  connnced  that  the  right  hon.  gentle^ 
man  ought  to  look  for  the  ultimate  im-* 
provement  and  happiness  of  that  country 
•'•in  that  way  he  must  look  for  the  means 
of  her  prosperity  and  tranquillity.  Let 
him,  by  opening  the  market  of  our  exten- 
sive East-India  possessions,  give  employ- 
ment to  her  people,  and  encouragement  to 
her  manufacture ;  and  he  would  find  Ire- 
land, instead  of  being,  as  at  present,  a 
source  of  endless  alarm  and  discontent^ 
become  to  England  and  her  possessions  a 
mine  of  wealth  and  a  tower  of  strength. 
There  would  then  be  no  occasion  for  emi- 
gration committees,  to  consider  the  best 
means  of  transplanting  her  people  to  other 
countries.  Give  but  her  manufactures  en- 
couragement by  opening  a  market,  and 
we  should  soon  see,  by  its  effect  upon 
wages  and  labour,  the  people  pltisperous 
and  the  nation  tranquillised.  He  was  told, 
that  a  part  of  that  country,  Belfast  and  its 
vicinity,  already  shewed  the  capability  of 
the  country  to  manufacture,  and  to  take 
advantage  of  the  benefits  which  flowed  from 
it«  He  was  told  that  the  town  of  Belfast 
afforded  a  most  pleasing  contrast  to  the 
general  appearance  of  the  other  parts  of 
Irehind.  Manufactories  had  there  been 
established  and  worked  to  a  great  extent ; 
and  he  understood  that  when  the  manu- 
facturers of  England  were  pressed  for  time, 
ihej  frequently  sent  quantities  of  yam  to 
Beifast,  to  be  woVe  up,  to  supply  their  or- 
der! in  propet  time.  Between  India  and 
Ireland  there  were  some  strong  features  o! 
similitude.  Both  countries  were  oppressed 
by  a  redundancy  of  population.  Both  suf- 
fered from  the  low  rate  of  wages ;  and 
both  were  Oonstantly  placed  in  ft  state  of 
ftltm  and  agitation  by  their  Whitd  Boys, 


and  ditfeoQietfled  and  stlning  people. 
The  evib  of  both  trete  Id  be  leraeffied  in 
the  same  manner^  Oive  them  em|rfoy- 
menti  Lay  open  a  market  to  their  scrveml 
productions,  and  you  strike  at  the  raoC  of 
the  diseases  ttmler  which  they  labour.  It 
was  by  following  up  l^t  principle  of  reci« 
procity,  with  regard  to  oiir  own  ooAoniee, 
which  had  already  lieen  reoogniaed  and 
acted  upon  with  r^ard  to  foreigners,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  lie  emMed 
to  relieve  the  miseries  of  Ireland  and  Indid, 
and  promote  the  prosperity  and  security 
of  the  empire.  His  o^ect  at  present  was 
to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  commit^ 
tee,  before  which  that  infofraatkin  might 
be  givoi,  under  which  the  tneasnres  he 
wished  were  to  be  earned  into  execution.-^ 
There  was  one  sulgect,  however,  to  whieh 
he  must  allude,  although  it  was  difTetent 
from  any  to  which  he  had  yet  drawn  their 
attentions-he  meant  the  state  of  the  f^ 
trade  with  India.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  East*India  director^, 
from  some  persons  engi^ned,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, in  that  trade,  in  which  they  com- 
plained of  the  great  impediments  thrown 
m  the  way  of  their  intercourse  with  those 
places  to  which  they  were  peimitted  to 
trade.  That  company  derived  sovnef  <yf 
their  most  considerable  benefits  from  What 
was  called  the  right  of  pre-eniptk>n.  The 
company  had  commercial  residents  at  daeh 
of  the  ports  and  settlements  where  the  Ihee 
trade  was  carried  on.  Those  restd^ts 
made  advances  to  the  factors  who  pur- 
chased the  productions  of  this  country, 
and  by  that  means  contrived  so  to  keep 
them  in  dependence  as  to  eonfloe  neariy 
the  whole  trade  to  the  ships  of  the  oom«' 
pany.  This  was  one  of  the  conseqoencea 
arising  from  the  junction  of  sovereignty 
and  trade  in  this  company — a  jan^tion 
which  never  ought  to  have  taken  place, 
and  which  never  could  be  found,  without 
exhibiting  consequences  prejudioiid  to  the 
freedom  and  prosperity  of  commerce.  The 
Indian  Archipelago  was  one  of  those  places 
where  the  trade  of  this  country  oonid  be 
most  beneficially  extended.  Those  islands 
abounded  with  all  the  various  oriental  pro^ 
ductk)ns  most  in  request  in  thl9  ooimtrf  • 
More  than  one  eighth  part  of  all  the  gold 
introduced  into  Europe  was  derived  from 
them,  in  addition  to  great  quantities  of 
plate,  diamonds,  spices,  and  peark^  There, 
too,  a  vflRt  proportion  of  the  manafkctaree 
of  this  country  found  a  market^^greatef  ^ 
indeed,  by  maiiy  degrees,  fliau  we  wer6 
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Mmt^mlliA  Ml7«tlier  pkoe,  if  we  es- 
oepted  Ckiattto  Al  thM  moment,  uiifor- 
toAalelyi  tkeve  was  but  a  very  flOMtU  por- 
tioa  of  it  open  to  the  free  trader ;  but,  be 
trastedy  tbe  timewaa  not  fat  distant,  when 
the  abolition  of  this  monopoly,  which  nfuat 
expire  in  the  year  I8dd,  wouhl  enable  the 
mannlaetttreTa  and  traders  of  the  united 
kingdom  to  derive  the  full  and  unrestricted 
benefit  of  the  almost  boundless  prospect 
of  commerce  whieh  these  islands  presented. 
The  duties  upon  East-India  sugar  were 
37/.  a  ton ;  but  the  duties  on  that  pro- 
dtieed  in  the  Archipelago  was  64/.  a  ton ; 
eif  hi  other  wetrds^  the  sugar  of  those 
ishmds  was  totaUy  prohibiled,  for  the  ef- 
fimt  was  nothing  less.  It  was  worth  while, 
in  considering  the  advantages  we  might 
derive  from  a  free  trade  with  those  islands, 
to  kok  at  the  evidence  given  on  die  sub- 
ject by  Mr.  Craufard,  a  gentleman  whose 
accumcy  of  statement  was  as  unquestioned 
an  his  means  of  information  had  been  ex- 
tensive. He  said,  in  speaking  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  extendii^  our  trade  in  that  part 
of  imlia,  that  it  was  now  a  very  rare  thing 
indeed  to  meet  with  any  Javanese  lady 
or  person  of  any  condition  in  life,  except 
the  k>west,  who  did  not  exhibit  at  least  one 
article  of  British  manufactured  cottijn  in 
her  dress;  and  even  the  woollens  of  this 
coaatry  were  beginning  to  be  in  great  re- 
quest. In  1814,  there  were  only  one 
thousand  pieces  of  cotton  exported  to  the 
Archipelago)  while  in  1818,  from  a 
redaction  of  the  duty,  there  were 
upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  pieces; 
and  the  quantity  was  likelv  to  be  very  con- 
siderably increased.  Such  woukl  be  the 
benefit  likely  to  arise  from  an  opening  of 
the  trade.  Give  the  people  but  a  means 
of  payment^  and  you  may  dispose  of  the 
productions  of  this  country  to  an  almost 
unlimited  extent.  No  man,  he  appre- 
hended, would  be  so  insane  as  to  propose 
that  no  more  than  a  certain  quantity  of 
onr  manufactures  were  to  be  exported ; 
and  yet  the  efiect,  by  the  continuance  of 
the  system  of  pr<^ibition,  was  precisely 
the  same* — Another  subject  to  which  he 
wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  a  com- 
mitteSf  was  the  state  of  what  are  called 
the  emporia  for  our  India  trade.     The  em- 

Cinm  of  Sincapore,  he  believed  to  have 
n  established  on  sound  commercial 
pHaeiDles}  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
wiihca  the  state  of  that  and  other  places 
to  be  submitted  to  the  attention  of  a  com* 
mittee,  boeaose  he  thought  it  would  be 
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found,  that,  without  some  sqeb  places  of 
traffic,  the  trade  could  not  be  beneficial^ 
carried  on<  The  Hovae  might  probably 
not  be  aware,  that  there  were  several  pro^ 
ductions  of  the  East,  in  which  the  trade 
was  wholly  prohibited,  unless  in  particulaff 
places,  and  under  particular  restrietions* 
Tbe  trade  in  spice,  lor  instance^  was  lock- 
ed up  under  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary systems  of  monopoly  the  world  ever 
saw,  by  the  Dutch  Eflst-India  Company* 
That  company  having  ^ot  possession  of  all 
those  islands  in  which  the  spices  grow, 
and  in  whKh,  indeed,  they  were  iikUge- 
nous,  resolved  upon  pr^rvhu^  their  hmh 
nopoly  from  all  ehance  even  ofattack,  by 
eonfinii^  the  production  of  particular 
spices  to  particular  islands.  For  that 
mirpose  they  selected  the  Island  of  Am- 
lx>yfia  as  the  place  to  grow  cloves,  and 
prevailed  upon  the  chiefs  or  princes  of  the 
other  neighbouring  islands  to  root  up  all 
the  clove  trees  to  be  found  in  their  po8-< 
session.  In  the  same  manner  they  made 
the  Banda  Islands  the  place  of  growth 
for  nutmegs,  and  sent  yearly  a  fleet  round 
the  coasts  of  the  whole  of  the  islands,  in 
cHder  to  secure  the  execution  of  their 
orders  and  the  perfectbn  of  their  mono** 
poly.  It  was  true  that  this  proceeding 
did  them  no  good,  and  reduced  the  islands 
to  a  state  of  poverty ;  but  they  succeeded 
in  fully  securing  uie  monopoly  they  de- 
sired. It  was  obvious,  therefore,  that 
without  an  emporium  the  trade  could  not 
be  successful.  The  only  trade  that  ever 
was  beneficial  in  India,  or  which  gi^atly 
recompensed  those  engaged  in  it,  was  the 
free  trade  of  the  English  and  the  Dutch 
before  the  monopolies  established  by  the 
India  Companies  of  those  nations.  At 
that  time  a  trade  of  immense  extent  aiid 
importance  was  carried  on  with  all  the 
islands,  and  even  with  China  and  Japan  | 
and  it  was  only  the  fatal  effects  of  the 
restrictive  system  which  brought  it  to  n 
termination.  It  was  the  opiakin  of  Mr^r 
Craufnrd,  that  the  firee  trade  was  the 
most  beneficial,  and  that  it  can  be  carried 
on  through  the  means  of  tmpordi  alone* 
He  hop^  he  should  not  trespass  too 
much  on  the  patience  of  the  House,  if  he 
said  a  few  words  as  to  the  trade  now 
carried  on  with  China  through  the  neana 
of  the  city  of  Canton.  It  was  a  very 
singular  fact,  that  although  all  the  pur- 
chases and  sale  of  teas  were  made  in 
Canton,  there  was  not  a  leaf  of  the  plant 
grown  in  that  province,  of  which  Canton 
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15  the  capital.    The  black  teas,  were  grown 
in  a  province  three  or  four  hundred  miles 
from  that  ,city ;  and  the  green  teas  were 
brought  from  another  province,  seven  or 
eight  hundred  miles  up  the  country.     The 
teas  were  brought  to  Canton  by  the  means 
of  inland  navi^tion;    and  it  might  be 
perhaps  allowed,   that  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  full  fifty  per  cent  upon  the  cost 
of  this  transport.    These  provinces,  how- 
ever, from  which  the  teas  are  taken,  are 
maritime  provinces,  and  it  was  proved, 
that  the  articles  of  their  produce  could  be 
conveyed  by  sea  to  an  emporium,  a  dis- 
tance not  greater  than  they  were  now 
conveyed  to  Canton.     Mr.  Craufurd,  \iiio 
makes  these  statements,  argues  with  great 
truth  and  justice  upon  the  benefits  which 
must  therefore  accrue  from  such  emporia, 
and  upon  the  advantages  which  such  a 
market  must  offer  to  the  consumption, 
without  restriction,  of  the  manufactures 
and  productions  of  this  country. — ^To  de- 
tail such  as  these,  the  House  must  turn, 
when  it  is  called  upon  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  dissolving  that  monopoly,  which 
has  existence,  by  law,  to  the  year  1 833. 
With  such   information,   collected  by   a 
committee,  must  the  House  be  provided, 
when  it  is  required  to  determine  upon  tlie 
great  question  which  will  then  be  submit- 
ted to  its  consideration  ;  and  therefore,  if 
there  was  no  better  and  stronger  reason, 
he  would  contend,  that  a  committee  ought, 
in  good  time,  to  prepare  that  information, 
which  will  thus  be  necessary,  in  order  to 
decide  rightly  and  fairly  between  the  East- 
India  Company  and  the  public.     For  that 
decision  a  thorough  knowledge,  by  inquiry 
before  a  committee,  on  the  state  and  re- 
sources of  the  Indian  Archipelago,  was, 
he  repeated,  indispensably  requisite. — He 
had  thus  endeavoured  to  put  the  House 
in  possession,  within  as^  small  a  compass 
as  possible,  of  a  general  outline  of  the 
commercial  advantages  which  must  result 
to  this  country,  from  an  extension  of  our 
trade  with  India ;  and  he  had  proved,  he 
hoped,  enough  to  satisfy  hon.  members, 
that  a  trade  of  boundless  extent  might 
be  carried  on,  by  a  removal  of  restrictions 
under  which  our  commerce  at    present 
laboured.    The  policy  had  been  too  long 
pursued,  of  endeavouring  to  derive  wealth 
from  India  by  means  of  revenue;    far 
better  would  it  be  to  seek  to  derive  wealth 
hy  improving  our   commercial  relations 
with  India;    by  promoting  those  liberal 
imliitttwiis  that  create  wealth ;   and  by 
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aiding  her  advancement  by  the  a}^ioatk>n 
of  those  principles  which  we  had  called 
into  action  in  our  intercourse  with  the 
other  nations  of  the  world.  A  change  was 
called  for  by  justice ;  it  was  rendered  re- 
quisite by  what  was  due  to  the  interests 
of  India ;  and  it  was  demanded  by  a  due 
regard  to  the  promotion  of  the  commercial 
connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 
India.  He  would  now  move,  **  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  Trade  between  Great  Britain  and 
India." 

Mr.  Sianey,  in  seconding  the  motion, 
said,  he  wished,  while  he  consulted  the 
interests  of  his  fellow  countrymen  at  home, 
likewise  to  regard  those  of  their  fellow- 
subjects  in  the  East,  who  were  neither 
really  nor  virtually  represented  in  that 
House.    The  motion  before  them  was  well 
adapted  to  pave  the  way  for  that  larger 
question  which  they  would  have  to  dis- 
cuss a  few  years  hence,   involving  the 
future  government  of  so  many  hundred 
millions  of  human  beings  who  were  con- 
signed to  their  sway.     He  entreated  them 
to  weigh  well  the  value  of  a  moral  policy 
which  would  leave  its  enlightening  tracks 
along  its  course,  and  mark  the  remem- 
brance of   British    benefits,    should  the 
Indian  empire  ever  pass  from  British  rule. 
It  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  remove 
some  blots  from  their  legislative  and  com- 
mercial policy,  and  to  show,  that,  how- 
ever extraoidinary  was  the  origin  of  their 
eastern  possessions,  the  natives  had  at 
least  largely  benefitted  from  the  change. 
Mr.  Gibbon,  in  referring  to  their  Indian 
empire,  had  said,  that  **  the  richest  and 
most  extensive  provinces  of  the  great  con- 
queror of  the  Mogul  empire  now  belonged 
to  a  company  of  Christian  merchants  ia 
an  island  of  the  northern  ocean."    It  was 
time  they  should  show,  the  world,  that, 
small  as  was  their  executive,  they  were 
yet  governed  by  great  principles.    Their 
East-Indian  possessions  had  been  treated 
more  commercially  than  morally ;  but  he 
trusted  it  was  reserved  for  those  who  had 
sowed  the  first  seeds  of  liberty  in  America, 
to  introduce,  at  some  future  time,   the 
beneficial  advantages  of  their  free  institu- 
tions into  the  heart  of  Asia. 

Mr.  Leycester  said,  there  were  many 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  support  the 
motion  for  a  repeal  of  the  high  duty  on 
East-India  sugar.  First,  he  fek  bound 
to  support  it  from  a  regard  to  consistency ; 
for  wW  could  be  more  inconsistent  than 
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to  adopt  principles  of  free  trade,  in  our 
Gonmercial  relations  with  all  other,  nations, 
and  to  deny  the  extension  of  them  to  a 
country,  widi  which  we  were  so  closely 
connected,  and  which  was  so  fitted  for  the 
application  and  reception  of  them  ?  Se- 
condly, a  motive  of  justice  induced  him 
to  support  the  motion ;  for  what,  he  would 
ask,  could  be  more  unjust  than  to  cut 
down  to  the  lowest  the  manufacturing 
classes  of  the  community,  by  the  high 
prices  of  agricultural  produce,  and  de- 

gri?e  them  of  the  opportunity  of  the  pro- 
able  reduction  of  those  prices,  by  shuttbg 
them  out  from  the  most  extensive  market 
in  the  world?  Thirdly,  he  thought  the 
motion  ought  to  be  supported  on  the 
ground  of  humanity;  for  where  was  the 
humanity  of  seeing  the  working  manu- 
facturers reduced  to  the  lowest  wages, 
and  by  excluding  East-India  sugar,  by 
the  high  duty  imposed  upon  it,  deprive 
them  of  the  power  of  purchasing  it,  and 
of  mixing  one  drop  of  sweet  in  the  bitter 
cup  whith  they  were  doomed  to  drink? 
Besides,  the  present  high  rate  of  duty 
tended  to  aggravate  the  dreadful  tax  im- 
posed upon  us  by  the  maioienance  of  the 
slave  system,  the  countenance  and  support 
of  which  were  not  only  shocking  to  hu- 
manity, but  tended  to  the  depreciation  of 
West-India  property.  Besides,  it  should 
be  taken  into  consideration,  that  a  perse- 
verance in  this  denial  of  privileges  might 
eventually  create  a  discontent,  which 
would  be  dangerous.  He  believed  there 
were  many  ready  and  ripe  for  this  discon- 
tented spirit  to  break  out  into  violence ; 
and  that  they  only  waited  the  signal  from 
those  who  were  considered  their  leaders 
to  manifest  that  disposition.  He,  there- 
fore, wished,  while  yet  there  was  time, 
that  motives  of  wisdom  and  conciliation 
should  induce  the  adoption  of  the  course 
now  recommended  by  the  hon.  member. 
Lastly,  he  hoped  the  measure  might  be 
carried  for  the  sake  of  Ireland ;  and  he 
would  take  that  opportunity  of  saying, 
that  he  was  favourable  to  the  present  ad- 
ministration ;  and,  prmcipally,  because  he 
hoped  that  by  the  present  ministry  would 
be  carried  that  measure  which  he  owned 
he  considered  a  sine  qua  non — Catholic 
emancipation;  for,  until  that  question 
was  satisfactorily  set  at  rest,  there  could 
not  be  peace  or  happiness  for  the  eoApire. 
After  referring  to,  and  condemning,  the 
OQlrageoiis  apprehensions  of  some  reniect- 
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morbid  sensibility  of  others  concemiiig 
the  interests  of  the  Church,  he  conclud^ 
by  giting  his  vrarm  support  to  the  motion. 
In  the  course  of  his  observations,  the  hon. 
member  touched  upon  the^  danger  of  a 
non-consumption  agreement  among  the 
people,  which  would  force  government 
mto  the  adoption*of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Hu$kiss<m  began  by  observing,  that 
his  hon.  friend  had  formerly  injtitxluoed 
this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  House, 
by  a  simple  proposition  for  an  equalization 
of  the  rate  of  duty  on  East  and  West 
Indian  sugars.  In  this  simple  proposition, 
he  could  not  concur ;  and,  if  he  concurred 
in  the  present,  the  hon.  member  must  per- 
ceive, diat  the  object  of  his .  former  pro- 
position would  be  as  effectively  carriea  as 
if  that  proposition  were  agreed  to.  With 
respect  to  the  threat  of  a  non-consumptive 
agreement  of  West-Indian  produce,  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  member,  who  spoke 
last,  he  could  assure  that  hon.  member — 
and  he  spoke  from  experience — that  non* 
consumptive  agreements  of  the  description 
alluded  to,  seldom  or  ever  met  with  the 
success  which  was  anticipated  from  them. 
Of  the  produce  of.  British  plantation  sugar 
in  the  West  Indies  last  year,'  he  could  say 
that  it  had  not  been  less  than  in  any 
former  year.  Although  it  was  well  known 
that  there  was  great  pressure  in  trade  every 
where  last  year,  the  amount  paid  in  as  duty 
on  British  plajQtation  sugar  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  covering  drawbacks  and  cer- 
tain other  charges,  was  5,500,000/.;  a 
greater  sum  than,  since  our  connexion 
with  the  West  Indies,  had  been  ever  paid 
in  one  year. — He  admitted,  that  it  was4he 
interest  and  duty  of  a  commercial  country 
like  this,  to  endeavour  to  open  new  chan- 
nels, and  to  afford  increased  facilities  to 
those  that  were  already  open  ;  but  it  was 
its  duty,  likewise,  in  giving  encouragement 
to  individual  enterprise  and  to  new  com- 
mercial speculation,  to  be  cautious  not  to 
sanction  any  measure  which  might  en- 
danger or  destroy  established  interests  and 
rising  institutions;  especially  institutions 
of  our  own  creation,  connected  with  our 
interests,  and  specially  intitled  to  our  pro- 
tection. And  here  he  would  make  a 
gratifying  remaric,  in  reply  to  what  had  been 
said,  as  to  the  low  wages  of  the  manu- 
facturing classes.  He  was  hapoy  to  state, 
that,  after  suffering  great  and  long  priva- 
tions, which  they  bore  with  exemolary 
patience — ^he  spoke  of  Manchester  ana  the 
extensive  nianufa^turing  district  about  it 
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— Aare  was  an  increased  demand  at  pre* 
aent,  wbidi  enabled  the  master  manufac- 
tavers  Co  give  better  wages^  and  a  greater 
tyninhor  of  woriotten  to  obtaui  em^yment. 
80  muob  id  the  present  prospect  of  in« 
oeaasiiig  amprovemeni:  in  tbose  parts  of  the 
ivmntry  in  which  distress  had  been  mostly 
felt.  To  proceed  to  the  argument  so 
slnw^y  urged,  as  u^  the  application  of 
pdncipies  of  free  trade,  and  the  extension 
of  commerciai  intercourse.  In  these  prin- 
ctfiiOBy  it  was  not  necessary  that  he  should 
BOW  inform  hishon.  friend,  the  House,  and 
Ab  4:o««itry,  that,  as  far  as  they  could  be 
made  bendicially  explicable,  he  concurred 
in  4}ie  application  of  them  ;  but  it  would 
be  readily  allowed,  that  all  extensive 
changeswere  attended  witii  great  difficulty, 
and  should  be  proceeded  in  with  cir- 
cumspection, and  a  due  regard  to  other 
general  interests  already  widely  estaUish- 
imI;  and  that,  therefore,  whatever  new 
measures  or  new  systems  were  introduced, 
(bey  rfiottld  4)e  regulated  in  such  a  man- 
mBf,  as  that  in  endeavouring  to  effect  im- 
piovements  for  some,  no  sacrifice  of  es- 
sentlail  import  should  be  required  from 
others.  Now,  his  hon.  friend  had  said, 
liiatth^  East  Indies  were  rich  in  every 
kind  of  produce  that  prospered  under  a 
tropical  dimate.  Gi-anted.  He  admitted 
liie  capabilities  of  the  climate;  but  he 
wished,  for  &e  better  understanding  of 
this  subject,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  attitude  in  which  wc  stood 
towards  the  West  Indies,  and  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  trade  was  first 
opened  between  India  and  Great  Britain. 
When  it  <irst  opened,  it  opened  under  a 
strict  mon<^>oIy  of  a  company  of  merchants. 
We  then  received  from  them,  under  this 
monopoly,  silk  and  cotton  (the  raw  ma- 
terial), for  which  we  exchanged  the  pre- 
cious metals,  which  we  obtained  by  the 
disposal  of  our  manufactured  goods  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  This  was  the 
limited  course  of  commerce  that  had  com- 
menced, and  was  long  continued.  Mean- 
while, in  another  part  of  our  dominions, 
the  West  Indies,  and  long  before,  great 
wealth  had  been  acquired  and  accumulated, 
large  interests  had  been  united,  and  British 
property  to  a  considerable  amount  had 
been  vested.  It  was  our  duty  to  attend 
to  and  secure  those  interests.  The  East- 
India  trade  continued,  since  its  com- 
mencement, under  the  same  restraints,  un- 
til the  expiration  of  Uie  East  India  charter. 
In  1814  H  was  renewed,  and  then  new  en- 
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couragements  were  given  to  tndividua]  en<^ 
terprise,  and  new  means  opened  ta  the 
accumulation  of  wealth  and  me  exercise  of 
skill.  In  the  situation  which  he  unwocdiily 
filled,  he  and  tiiose  coropenuted  with  him, 
had  taken  every  opportunity  of  girtog 
facilities  to,  and  offering  every  suggestion 
that  might,  advance  and  improve  that 
trade,  and  he  knew  that  st  continued 
greatly  to  improve  and  increase,  itwoold^ 
he  had  no  doubt,  so  continue  to  prosper. 
Many  encouragements,  into  details  of 
which  he  ne^  not  ei^iter,  were  held  oat  to 
it ;  but,  in  all  those  encouragements  and 
regulatk>ns,  the  House  should  be  cautioas 
not  to  proceed  in  their  relaxadons,  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  create  just  alarm  in  tli« 
minds  of  West-India  proprietors,  to  wiiose 
interests  they  were  strongly  bound,  but 
rather  se^  to  reconcUe  dbose  interests 
with  those  of  the  East  Indies,  by  satisfyinjg 
them  that  they  might  be  both  augmented 
and  maintained,  witliout  undnly  interfering 
or  clashing  with  each  other.  It  was  his 
opinion,  that  the  equalization  of  the  rate 
of  duties  on  sugar  would  not  be  the  great 
advantage  that  the  hon.  gentleman  seined 
to  contemplat^Fom  it.  He  would  olfer 
a  £ew  remarks  upon  this  part  of  the  aulb- 
ject,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  lay 
particular  stress  upon  it.  The  British 
plantations  grew  fifty  or  sixty  thousand 
hogsheads  ci  sugar  more  than  there  was 
to  be  found  consumption  for  in  U)is  coun- 
try. Now  this  must  find  vent  in  Ibrsign 
markets.  And  it  was  admissible  for  East- 
India  sugar  to  find  a  vent  in  those  markets, 
as  the  sugar  of  any  other  country.  If  the 
East-India  sugar  were  so  grievously  taxed, 
and  if  it  could  be  manufactured  at  a  so 
much  dieaper  rate  than  British  plantation 
sugar,  why  did  it  not  enter  the  competi- 
tion that  was  open  to  them  at  any  of  the 
foreign  markets  ?  A  vessel  ni%ht  sail 
from  Calcutta,  or  from  any  part  of  die 
East  Indies,  and  enter  into  competition  at 
Hamburgh  or  Dantsic,  or  any  other 
European  port,  with  the  sugar  of  Cuba  or 
Brazil,  or  any  other  country ;  and,  if  Ihis 
superior  dieapness  was  possessed  in  the 
manufacture,  why  was  it  not  found  to  l>e 
preferred  abroad  to  the  sugar  ai  every 
other  country  ?  Eidier,  then,  on  this  ac- 
count, or  on  account  of  some  accompany- 
ing  and  necessary  increase  of  froi^tage, 
that  would  balance  die  cheapness  of 
manufacture;  or,  again,  unless  they  could 
convey  the  sugar  so  as  to  use  it  «s  ballast 
for  their  ships  in  convqranoe, -wUch  woiM 
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require  a  corresponding  but  improbable  in- 
canease  of  consumption^  he  apprehended 
that  tht  advantages  derivable  to  the  East 
Indies  from  equalization  of  duties  would 
be  by  no  means  so  great  as  they  had  been 
described  by  some  hon.  ^ntlemen.  Al- 
though h&  did  not  anticipate  such  im- 
portant results  from  the  proposed  equaliza- 
tion of  sugars,  yet  he  was  ready  to  admit, 
that  there  were  many  points  touched  upon 
by  his  hon.  friend  which  required  attention, 
and  which  he  assured  him  had  engaged 
much  of  his  time ;  some  difficulties  had 
receotly  been  removed  ;  some  facilities  had 
been  recendy  afforded;  the  removal  and 
the  grgntinfi;  of  more  were  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  he  thought  the  result  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  they  were  left  in  the 
ooorse  in  which  they  now  were,  than  if 
they  were  placed  under  the  direction  of 
tucji  a  committee  as  his  hon.  friend  had 
moved  for.  Many  sdteratioos  in  other 
respects^  relating  to  trade,  which  the 
country  approved  of,  were  introduced  with- 
out such  a  committee.  One  topic  he 
would  mention,  in  which  such  changes  as 
he  alluded  to  might  be  made  beneficially 
fbr  the  trade  of  India :  it  was  that  whicn 
related  to  the  difference  of  duty  between 
the  raw  material  of  silk  and  cotton  im- 
ported from  the  East  Indies  and  other 
countries*    This  was  a  subject  that  re- 

auired  ce-consideration,  aud  one  in  which 
le  trade  of  India  laboured  under  a  dis- 
advantage. He  would  propose,  that  these 
articles  should  be  subjected  to  the  same 
duty  as  similar  articles  imported  from  all 
other  nations.  The  knowledge  and  in- 
formation best  calculated  to  effect  these 
alterations  with  advantage,  were  to  be  pro- 
cured more  easily  through  the  official 
means  of  intelligence  which  he  possessed, 
perhaps,  rather  than  through  the  com- 
mittee juroposed  by  the  hon,  member.  The 
changes  which  it  wa&  expedient  to  in- 
troduce into  the  principles  of  our  trade 
with  India,  were  changes  which  cir- 
cumstances rendered  necessary.  Circum* 
stances  must  always  enter  into  the  coo^ 
sidemtion  of  every  legislature.  By  cir- 
cujl^stances  their  determination  must  be 
in  every  instance  influenced.  The  relative 
circumstances  of  this  country,  and  of  India, 
ammnercially  considered,  had  undergone  a 
most  material  alteration.  Instead  of  being 
a  coontrv  importing  manufactures  ex- 
tensively from  that  part  of  the  world,  we 
had  become  a  country  exporting  extensivelv 
to  it.  In  that  part  of  the  hon.  geutleman^ 


speech  which  related  to  the  making  of  free 
{X)rts  in  India,  there  was  much  in  which 
he  entirely  concurred.  But  be  begged  to 
state — and  it  vras  with  a  feeling  of  great 
personal  satisfaction  that  he  did  80---that 
he  had  done  all  that  he  could  to  place  the 
ports  of  Singapore,  Penang,  and  Malacca, 
on  the  most  perfect  footing  of  free  ports. 
In  those  places  there  did  not  at  present 
exist  any  charge,  nor  any  obstacle  to  per- 
fect freedom  of  trade.  It  was  infinitely 
better  to  look  to  the  future  for  financial 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  those  Sources, 
than  to  trust  to  the  increased  revenue 
which  the  growth  of  their  prosperity  would 
necessarily  occasion,  and  of  seeking  for  a 
trifling  temporary  advantage,  by  nie  im- 
position of  duties  which;  however  small, 
might  have  the  effect  of  driving  away 
commerce  altogether.  Tlie  effect  of  the 
system  which  had  been  introduced,  as  fiir 
as  it  could  at  present  be  judged  of,  was 
most  satisfactory  ;  and  what  mi^ht  be  its 
ultimate  results  upon  the  trade  with  China, 
and  with  the  immense  population  in  other 
parts  of  the  Indian  seas,  no  one  could  an- 
ticipate. For  his  own  part,  he  confessed 
that  he  was  exceedindy  sanguine  upon 
the  subject ;  and  that  Tie  looked  forward 
to  the  most  extensive  commercial  in- 
tercourse, under  the  British  flag,  between 
the  Western  parts  of  America  and  the 
eastern  parts  of  Asia.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  British  government  to  prepare  the 
ground,  to  lay  the  highway  for  such  an  in- 
tercourse ;  and  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
member  for  Bridgenorth,  that  it  was  a 
duty  of  which  his  majesty's  present  go- 
vernment never  for  a  moment  lost  sight. 
The  only  suggestion  which  he  wished 
to  throw  out  to  the  hon.  gentieman, 
was  the  expediency  of  postponing  an 
inquiry  into  this  subject,  until  tbe  result 
of  the  experiments  which  were  at  present 
trying  had  more  distinctly  manifested 
themselves.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
inclination  to  throw  any  impediment  in 
the  way  of  eventual  mquiry;  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  solicitous  that  it  might 
take  place ;  but  it  certainly  appeared  to 
him,  that  it  was  desirable  to  defer  it,  until 
the  success  of  the  measures  which  bad 
already  been  adopted,  and  the  expediency 
of. extending  them,  should  be  more  fully 
ascertained.  An  investigation  qf  the 
whole  of  this  large  and  important  question 
at  some  future  period  would,  he  was  con- 
vinced, be  at  once  more  satisfactory  to  the 
House,  and  more   advantageous  to  the 
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general  interests  of  the  state.  It  was  not 
Uiat  he  differed  from  the  hon.  gentleman 
on  any  of  the.  principles  which  he  had 
advanced.  So  far  from  that,  as  was  well 
knoiini,  he  was  a  warm  advocate  for  the 
application  of  those  principles  as  exten- 
sively and  as  promptly  as  they  could  be 
applied,  consistently  with  what  was  due 
to  existing  interests ;  but  it  was  because 
he  was  persuaded  that  the  present  was  not 
the  fittest  moment  for  the  inquiry,  and 
that  at  a  future  period,  when  they  were  in 
possession  of  the  result  of  what  was  now 
going  on,  they  would  proceed  to  that  in- 
,  quiry  with  a  much  greater  probability  of 
an  advantageous  issue.  The  appointment 
of  a  committee  at  present  might  create 
alarm,  and  excite  exasperation,  at  a  moment 
when  he  was  most  anxious  to  show  the  parties 
who  were  interested,  that  the  alarm  was 
unfounded,  and  the  exasperation  uncalled 
for.  However  reluctantly,  therefore,  he 
was  compelled  to  object  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's motion.  There  was  only  one 
point  on  which  he  differed  in  opinion 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  that  was 
with  respect  to  his  recommendation  to 
throw  open  to  Ireland  the  trade  with  India. 
The  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  consider 
that  that  would  have  the  effect  of  in* 
creasing  the  manufacturing  industry  of 
Ireland.  Now,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see 
how  that  effect  could  be  so  produced. 
The  probability  of  the  increase  of  manu- 
factures in  Ireland  must  depend  materially 
and  principally  on  the  protection  experien- 
ced by  property  in  that  country,  and  the 
advantages  thereby  secured  to  those  whose 
interests  were  connected  vrith  manufactur- 
ing prosperity.  He  was  happy  to  say  that 
manufactures  had  begun  in  Ireland.  He 
sincerely  trusted  that  they  would  increase. 
Many  circumstances  induced  him  to  be- 
lieve that  they  would  do  so  ;  but  he  did 
not  believe  that  any  alteration  of  the  law 
for  regulating  the  duty  on  sugar  (rather, 
as  he  thought,  indiscreetly  suggested) 
would  have  me  effect  of  affording  employ- 
ment to  the  population  of  Ireland — an 
object  which  depended  on  very  different 
circumstances.  He  would  not  take  up 
any  more  of  the  time  of  the  House.  He 
had  sketched  an  outline  of  what  appeared 
to  him  to  be  some  of  the  most  important 
considerations  in  this  most  important  sub- 
ject. He  hoped  he  had  shewn  that  he 
did  not  entert£un  the  slightest  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  the  progress  of  improvement, 
or  to  prevent  the  extension  of  sound  com- 
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mercial  principles;  but  he  repeated  his 
conviction,  that  those  objects  would 
best  be  attained  by  abstaining  at  present 
from  an  inquiry  which  would  be  more 
beneficial  at  a  future  period.  The  time 
must  come  when  the  subject  would  be. 
ripe  for  consideration,  and  when  it  would 
be  imperative  to  enter  into  a  full  investi- 
gation of  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it. 

Lord  Milton  expressed  his  entire  satis- 
faction at  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  He  had  felt  exceedingly 
anxious  to  support  his  hon.  friend's  motion  ; 
and  if  the  right  hon.  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  opposed  it,  he  should 
have  felt  himself  bound  to  vote  for  it. 
After  the  fair  and  candid  manner,  how* 
ever,  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  treated  the  subject,  W  thought  that 
a  postponement  of  ^e  inquiry  would 
be  more  conducive  to  the  object  which  his 
hon.  friend  had  in  view,  than  its  immediate 
adoption  ;  as  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  a  premature 
consideration  of  the  question  might  exas- 
perate conflicting  interests,  and  confirm 
prejudices  which  every  well-wisher  to  his 
country  would  desire  to  see  weakened 
rather  than  strengthened.  With  respect 
to  the  expediency  of  an  inquiry  at  no 
distant  period,  he  perfectly  agreed  with 
his  hon.  friend.  He  thought  that  the 
laws  which  related  to  the  trade  with  India 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  as 
early  as  it  would  be  advisable  to  do  so, 
with  a  view  to  such  an  alteration  in  them 
as  might  be  advantageous  to  the  general 
interests.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  better  to  leave  the  subject 
in  the  hands  of  a  government  entertaining 
just  views  respecting  it,  rather  than  at 
present  to  appoint  a  committee,  in  which 
witnesses  would  be  examined  on  one  side 
and  on  the  other,  and  the  proceedings  of 
which  might  be  calculated  to  produce  con- 
siderable irritation. 

Mr.  Philips  said,  he  had  the  satisfaction 
to  state  that  the  manufactures  of  Lanca- 
shire were  greatly  increasing  in  activity. 
In  confirmation  of  this  statement  the  hon. 
gentleman  read  extracts  from  two  letters 
which  he  had  recently  received.  The  first 
was  from  a  very  intelligent  individual,  who 
said  that  the  calico  printers  in  Lancashire 
were  doing  more  than  they  ever  did  ;  that 
of  some  descriptions  of  cloth  three  times  as 
much  could  be  sold  as  the  manufacturers 
were  able  to  make;   that  some  of  tbo 
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masler-inaiiuiacturers  were  very  desirous 
to  take  on  an  additional  set  of  workmen  ; 
that  at  Blackburn  and  other  places  there 
bad  been  an  advance  of  wages ;  that  many 
articles  were  sent  off  the  moment  they 
were  out  of  the  loom,  &c.    The  second 
letter  stated,  that  there  appeared  to  be  a 
considerable  revival  of  trade ;  that  every- 
body who  chose  it  might  be  employed ;  that 
weaving  wages  were  greatly  advanced,  &c. 
Although  this  revival  of  our  manufactures 
had  been  tardy,  the  hon.  gentleman  said, 
he    had    always    thought    that    it    was 
certain.     It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
causes  which  had  so  long  depressed  our 
commerce  and  manufactures    might   be 
easily  traced.    There  was  one  object  to 
whicn  a  greater  importance  than  it  deserved 
seemed  to  him  to  be  attached ;  and  that 
was  the  lowering  of  the  duties  on  East- 
India  sugar.    The  effect  of  such  a  measure 
would    be    comparatively    trifling,    with 
reference  both  to  the  East  and  West  Indies, 
and  to  Ireland.    With  regard  to  the  trade 
to  India,  it  was  a  subject  on  which  he  felt 
jgreat  interest.    He  recollected  the  time 
when    he  had  anticipated  many  events 
^connected  with   that  trade,  which  had 
since  come  to  pass.     He  recollected  anti- 
cipating that  cotton  yam  would  be  sent 
from  this  country  to  the  East  Indies ;  the 
^iotton  of  which  it  was  spun  having  pre- 
viously been  brought  from  the  East  Indies 
to  this  country,  and  manufactured  by  the 
native  Indians.    He  recollected  anticipat- 
ing that  even  cotton  piece-goods  would 
be  sent  from  this  country  to  the  East 
Indies;    At   that    period,  he  had  been 
treated  as  an  enthusiast  and  a  visionary. 
What  had  since  occurred,  however,  had 
proved  the  justness  of  his  anticipations ; 
,and  the  advantages   consequent  on   an 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  free  trade. 
He  firmly  believed  that  the  exports  from 
this  country  to    India  would  be  much 
greater  than  they  were,  if  the  India  Com- 
pany could  be  persuaded  to  divest  itself  of 
the  jealousy  which  it  entertained  on  the 
subject.      He  had  always  considered  it 
most  unfortunate,  with   reference  to  the 
interests  of  India,  and  of  Great  Britain, 
.  that  the  company  threw  so  many  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  admission  of  mdividuals 
from  England  into  India.    He  was  per- 
suaded that  great  advantages  would  result 
to  the  empire  generally,  were  the  company 
to  pursue  a  more  liberal  policy.    If,  in- 
stead of  deterring,  they  would  encourage 
his  majesty's  subjects  to  go  and  settle  in 
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India,  they  would  at  the  same  time  increase 
their  own  revenue,  and  materially  con- 
tribute to  the  improvement  and  extension 
of  commerce.  Was  it  not  evident,  that,  if 
intelligent  manufacturers  were  encouraged 
to  go  out  and  settle  in  India,  the  manu^ 
facturqs  of  that  country  would  soon  be 
greatly  improved  ?  He  had  heard  of  per- 
sons who  were  very  anxious  to  send  out 
persons  to  superintend  the  cultivation  of 
cotton,  and  to  take  other  measures  cal- 
culated to  be  beneficial  to  commerce ;  but, 
so  many  obstacles  were  thrown  in  their 
way  by  the  company,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  abandon  their  plans  in  despair. 
The  two  manufactures  which  were  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  this  country  were 
cotton  and  silk.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  conferred  infinite  benefit  upon 
the  latter ;  and  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
East-India  Company,  by  changing  their 
system  with  respect  to  the  latter,  at  once 
I  to  benefit  themselves  and  greatly  to  im^ 
prove  the  commerce  of  the  country.  He 
was  surprised  to  hear  any  hon.  member 
say,  that,  by  the  commercial  policy  which 
had  lately  been  pursued  in  this  country, 
they  were  cutting  down  the  interests  of 
the  land-owner.  It  was  quite  the  con- 
trary ;  for,  whatever  was  calculated  to  in- 
crease the  prosperity  of  the  empire,  must 
be  also  calculated  to  increase  the  prosperity 
of  all  the  classes  of  which  the  population 
of  the  empire  was  composed.  With  re« 
spect  to  his  hon.  friend's  motion,  although 
he  perfectly  concurred  with  him  in  opinion, 
he  thought  it  might  be  desirable  not  to 
press  it  at  the  present  moment,  but  to  wait 
until  the  object  in  view  could  be  obtained 
under  circumstances  of  much  greater  ad- 
vantage. 

Sir  C.  Forbes  thanked  the  right  hon. 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
the  able,  fair,  and  candid,  exposition  which 
he  had  made  of  his  opinions ;  and  con- 
gratulated the  country  and  India  on  the 
unusual  attention  which  such  a  question 
had  experienced  in  that  House.  In  general, 
the  affairs  of  India,  although  of  such  great 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  empire, 
had  been  sadly  neglected ;  the  very  name 
of  India  clearing  the  House  at  once  of 
half  its  members.  He  trusted,  however, 
that  in  future  the  subject  would  receive 
the  attention  which  it  deserved.  Feeling, 
as  he  did,  the  greatest  attachment  to  India, 
he  trusted  that  the  Question  of  its  com- 
mercial interests  would  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman|  who,  he  bad 
2E 
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n'o  doubt,  would  deal  %idi  it  as  lie  was 
dealing  wiUi  all  other  questions  of  a  si- 
milar nature.  He  was  ons  Of  those  wHo 
bad  the  greatefit  confidence  in  tiie  rrgbt 
hon.  genueman,  and  ih  the  principles  upon 
which  he  was  acting.  Ke  truirted,  th^re- 
Ibite,  "^at  the  Hon.  member  for  Bridg^ndth 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Sifkts  Md^  diat,  although  he  'tt^ 
qfuite  'satisfied  with  the  tone  bf  the  iridit^ 
htm.  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade's 
•peech,  'and  perfectly  coincided  with  him 
in  his  '^neral  coMtnercial  principles,  he 
Was  anxidub  tiiat  some  measui^  should  be 
adopted,  wfth  as  little  delay  ftspdlsible, 
Ibr  the  purpose  of  hnprcmng  afnd  extend- 
ing 'the  trade  with  India.  He  had  not 
hie^rd  a  'Single  reason  which  to  hiih  ap- 
peared cogent  fbr  continuing'  the  duties  on 
Etkst-Indfa  sugar.  He  entirely  concinr^ 
ib'-the  sentiinents  contaitied  in  the  lumt^ 
i^tts  8pee<;h  tn^e  by  Ae  right  h6n.  gen- 
tiliSinan.  At  ^e  same  tlttie,  he  felt  deeply 
ibr  the  prieseht  Hlepresi^d  ^itusftitoof  the 
iHilll^^ing  ibtereit.  Cfrciknsianced  as  he 
#d8,  he  had  ample  Opportanites  of  <kndw- 
jng  {he '  €i:xtent  of  the  evils  which  they 
wereehdttring ;  eVib  of  'Which  ifeiCher  the 
House  nor*  the  right  hon.  gentleman  cotrld 
have  atiy  adequate  idea.  ''He  had  told 
Ihi^,  'however,  more  than  once,  that  those 
4bvfls  Were  not  o>Wk!g  to  ^e  i^lastation  6f 
^e  Navigation  laws,  or  the  kttoduction  of 
the  Eeciprocity  i^teiA.  He  firmly  be- 
lieved, bot  only  that  the  i^laxation  of  the 
Navigation  UWs  was  necedtefr  at  the  time 
Ht  which  Acy  were  reJax^,  but  that,  if  it 
Imd  not  been  necessaty  it  would  have  been 
^Hse.  And  yet,  knowing  as  he  did,  ^ 
llistressed  state  of  the  shipping  interest,  he 
felt  that  it  behoved  parliament  and'his  ma- 
jl^ty"*  gdveftUaaent  to  look  Out  for  quarters 
irh^  ttat  ttitei^t  might  t)btain  employ- 
%ietit;  andhecoMnet^ee  anyopenhig 
1^  likely  to  be'sidyantageans  to  the  shipping 
%teitest  «g  the  ^eburagemeit  of  trade  with 
^e  Ea^t  Indite.  If  the  duty  wete  taken 
<6ff  East-India  sugar,  a  Idirger  quantity  of 
^ngar  would  'nec^sarily  be  imported  Wo 
<«his  country ;  which,  added  to  Uie  distance 
i^rom  v^hich  it  would  be  brought,  miist 
'grtetiy  increwe  the  amount  of  tonnage 
•ukt  woukl  be  empk>yed.  It  was  princi- 
pally on  that  ground  that  he  was  disposed 
<to  pi^ess  the  speedy  considcfration  of  this 
<hiiporttU|t  subject.  He  did  not  see' any 
'^^Kj  in  which  the  shipping  interest  could 
(he  relieved  from'  their  presetit  depneaston, 
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ciwntry;  and  he  did  not  see  ai»yw«y'bjf> 
which  the  commerce  of  the  couiitry^-eoaM 
be  so  e#ectually  mcreased  as  by  openiift^ 
atad  cultivating  the  ti^de  widi  the  &at 
Indies.  Nor  did  he  beMeye  that  th^ 
repeal  of  the  4iity  on  East-Iiidia  su^ 
Would  eventually  be  injurio^u  to  tiie  VTeat^ 
India  ptenter ;  w^o  at  present  derived  M» 

grofiis  ptkcip&Uy  from  dr&wba^s  wkf 
OunUes. 

Mr.  JRois  observed,  that  the  vMk  df 
the  bounties  to  whidi  ^le  hon.  g6titlenitti 
had  just  alluded,  were  aboli^ied  la«t  year^ 
The  whole  of  the  adVtolt^  whieh  ^btf 
West-India  planter  at  presentpossesHed  itt 
tliat  respect  was,  that  he  was  eUtfwed  to 

S)  into  the  foreign  market,  iMlMHied'wiAi 
ose  dulses  to  which  lie  was  subject  ^iU 
die  English,  but  notlimg  further.  WiHl 
respect  to  tiie  surplus  supply  of  sugar  tbaA 
^ine  fh>m  the  West  Indies,  thebon.  mem* 
ber  who  had  mentioned  it  had  fargidt 
tfie  immense  supply  iVom  tiie  MiKiritRiB* 
It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  we  eui^ 
selves  had  encouragad  the  West  Indies  fa 
look  fbr  a  monopoly,  by  the  movMpdfy  Stt 
supplying  them  with  the  avtidles  'd&ey 
wanted,  which  we  had  e8tid>lished  <fbr^ 
long  time  against  them-'in  our  own  favotaw 
How  far  it  might  be  proper  to  contisiio 
these  protecting  duties  in' favour  of  the 
West-Indfai  colonists,  he  would  not  Under* 
take  to  say ;  but  he  thought  that  the  1)681 
inode  would  he  for  the  hon.  member  to 
wi&draw  his  inbtton  fbr  the  present,  and 
leave  the  matter  to  his  majesty's  govdhl* 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  iitat,  iHiether  bis 
hon.  friend  chotie'to  withdr^  his  mbtkm 
or  not,  'he  could  not' help  observing,  that 
the  argument,*that'thepttyduetionor  iiie 
dutite  on  the  East-Inf^  sugars  Would  do 
no  harm  to  the  West-India  sttga^^;r<nreiay 
which  was  one  wKich  ctkt  its  bwn  throat; 
for,  if  that  was  the  ease,  why  retain -tha 
duty  on  the  Easty  India  sugars,  or  why  ctf 
for  an  inquiry?  This  was  a  |iroof,  tiiMC 
the  argument  was  not  confided  m,  even  by 
those  who  used  it;  or,  at  least,  thatth^ 
laboured  under  a  very  great  delusion  on 
the  subject.  If  the  argument,  !ioweter» 
was  good  for  any  thing,  and  if  the  West- 
India  sugar-growers  would  reslly  not  be 
injured  by  the  *  reduction  of  the  ^uty  on 
East- India  sugars,  then  let  thepeodle'tir 
England  at  least  have  ^at  aatimetkm 
which  they  cmved  by  five  hundred  peti- 
tions. If  the  reduction  would  do  nohaim 
to  tite^West-fwIia  giowem^  that  ivm  nu 
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trrefr«gable  reaaof  vhy  the  xedv^cjtkm 
abonifi  taj^e  pJUce.  Tl»e  right  1|od.  gen- 
Ues&an  h%i}  said,  that  it  would  be  much 
oiore  conyenient  to  enter  upon  the  full 
dJScivMJpn  of  the  subject  at  another  pe- 
riod; ai^d  he  could  pot  help  remarkiag, 
that  in  this  way  the  matter  might  be  post- 
Mifljd  for  five  or  W  yeWt  uptU  t}i9  £^t- 
tnfiia  Company  cafoe  for  a  renofral  of 
their  charter.  He  wg^ld  .i^y^  that  an^ 
a  ppstpone^k^t  wp^Jd  be  .a  great  disad- 
tantage ;  and  he  qpuld  not  ^ee  why  the 
n^t^  should  \)^  f(o  long  del^y^id*  Aa 
bon.  gentleman  bad  talked  of  ttie  Qve  roil<* 
Uon^  sterJijDg  of  revenue  whiclji  ^he  cpunpy 
d^riyed  froip  ^  We^t-rndi|i  ^WSU(s ;  but 
why  should  ppt  sugar  p^y  the  ^ame  j:^ 
venue  when  brQught  from  any  oUier  quar- 
ters i  Yet  the  J^jcm.  gentle^ifgatsaQupi^^d  to 
think^  thi^t  t^  si^rB  would:  ^ot  pay  the 
aanie  revenue  wh^n  brought  fropi  other 
quarters,  as  iJb^  would  when  broug|it  from 
|be  W^  Indies;  or,  if  that vi^as  not  the 
figum^tf  fce  did  not  know  what  it  was. 
The  hon. gentl^anhad  very  truly  obfi^rvedy 
l)iat,soroe  aitiq^es  flounced  J^t  in  p^nrti- 
cular  auact^rs»  hl^t  he  ought  to.  observe, 
that  the  fffliple  of  iodigo  -had  of  .late 
flourished  in  a  h^h  degrpe  in  the  Eafit 
Indies^  although  before,  it  \17as  qhiefly  pro* 
dVced  in  Carolina,  in  some  parts  of  Europe^ 
and  in  the  West  indies*  The  East  Indies 
bad»  no  doubt,  derived  great  benefit  from 
the  qultivati<H>  of  that  article.;  and  jthis 
country  had  derived  gieat  advantage  from 
the  trade.  It  .had. been  argued,  diat  the 
East  Indies  wei^e  bfBst  adapted  to  the  culti* 
Yation  of  cotton^  and  the  West  Indies  to 
the  cultivation  of  sugar.  But  it  had  been 
long.fin  impression  on  his  mind,  that  jthe 
cnltivation  of  cotton  would  be  much  prefer" 
able,  even  for  the  West  Indies  themselves. 
It  was  well  known,  however,  that  within  the 
last  s^ven  years  the  slave  population  of  the 
West  Indies  had  decreased,  in  proportion 
to  the  cultivati9n  of  sugar,  and .  incr^fMed 
in  proportion  to  the  cimivation  of  cotton. 
A  greater  service,  therefore,  CQuld  not  be 
done  to  the  West  Indies  thftP  to  leave  it 
to  be  the  inter^  of  the  plants  .to  de- 
crease the  cultivation  of  sfigar,  and  in- 
crease the  qultivation  of  other  aijticles. 
It  bad  been  said,  that  we  ought  to  allow 
the  West-India  planters  a  mpnopoly  ra 
favour  of  their  sogars,  since  we  had  take^ 
to  Ottrsdves  the  monopoly  of  supplying 
them  with  necessaries.  But  had  we  not 
now  given  up  the  greater  part  of  our  mo- 
>iWoly?  ^Jle.b«l  (i^ard  the  name  jofUie 


IMTauritias  mentioned ;  and' with  respect  to 
that  island,,  it  was  worthy  of  remark,  thai 
since  we  had  got  possession  of  it,,  the  sup- 
plies of  sugar  from  that  quarter  had  in- 
creased seven-fold.  The  reason  of  this, 
he  vms  informed,  was,  that  the  sugar  was 
raised  by  slaves  newly  imported ;  and  his 
firm  conviction  now  was,  that  the  cultiva* 
tion  was  or  had  been  }ately  so  carried  on. 
When  we  took  plossession  of  it,  the  ex- 
portation of  sugar  was  from  two  to  three 
millions  of  pounds ;  in  the  last  year  it  was 
no  less  than  twenty^three  or  twenty-four 
millions  of  pounds.  He  believed  thfit  this 
was  owing  to  a  clandestine  importation  of 
slaves;  and,. by  allowing  that  importation, 
we  had  done  much  more  injury  to  our  Qyrn- 
islands,  than  would  be  done  them  by  thif 
equalization  of  duty. 

Mr.  Bemal  recalled  to  the  recollection 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Norwich,  that  he  did 
not  vote  with  the  minority  which  oppos^ 
the  exemption  of  the  Mauritius  from  the 
protecting  duty.  He  thought  his  hon* 
mend  evinced  rather  a  prejudiced  feeling 
against  the  West  Indies.  He  deni^  thaiH 
the  West-India  slave  population  decreased 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  cultiva- 
jtion  of  sugar ;  and  he  had  expected  more 
candour  from  his  hon.  friend,  than  that  he 
would  have  encouraged  the  clamour  ofit  of 
doors  against  the  West-India  body.  It 
might  possibly  be,  that  the  country  would 
derive  equal  dutiesfrom  the  sugars  ifbrough^ 
from  other  quarters;  but  at  least  th^y 
ought  not  to  give  up  a  valuable  revenue 
wiUiout  inquiry.  It  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  West  and  East  Indies  stqo^ 
in  a  very  different  situation  with  respect, to 
this  country.  Englishmen  were  not  al- 
lowed to  colonize  or  hold  lands  in  the 
East  Indies.  The  case  was  widely  dif- 
ferent with  respect  to  the  West  Indies. 
Other  nations,  particuburly  the  States 
of  America,  bad  a  longmg  eye  aftc^ 
|)iese  colonies  ;  which  were  considered  oif 
more  impor^nce  than  the  political  econo* 
mists  of  the  present  4ay  seemed  to  imar 
gine.  They  had  often  been  the  scenes  of 
^ar  between  the  civilized  nations  of  £a* 
rope,  and  our  fleets  had  frequently  met  thp 
French  .fleets  in  that  quarter.  The  in^ 
terest  of  the  West  Indies  was  a  subject 
not  to  be  trifled  w^. 

Sir  Robert  Farquhar  begged  to  retura 
thanks  for  the  very  candid  manner  in  which 
the  hon.  member  for  Rochester  had  intro- 
duced the  point  of  Mauritius  sugar. 
'];h4ugh  that  was  a.questjon  f^ectfiig  tl^ 
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mterest  of  the  West-India  planters,  they 
all  handsomely  judged  it  upon  its  own 
meiits  and  the  justice  of  the  case,  and 
spumed  to  be  led  astray  by  the  artifices  of 
a  certain  party,  whose  sole  object  was  wan- 
tonly to  run  down  and  vilify  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Mauritius ;  not  only  the  in- 
habitants, but  the  government  and  admi- 
nistration of  the  colony.  With  respect  to 
the  observations  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Korwich,  he  would  set  the  hon.  member 
for  Rochester  right  in  informing  him,  in 
reply  to  his  Query,  that  the  hon.  member 
for  Norwich  nad,  two  years  ago,  defended 
the  justice  and  advocated  the  policy  of  al- 
lowmg  the  sugars  of  the  Mauritius  to  be 
introduced  at  the  lower  rate  of  duties,  upon 
every  principle  of  good  faith,  vdsdom,  and 
humanity.  How  the  hon.  gentleman  could 
have  so  suddenly  changed  his  opinions,  it 
was  difficult  to  conceive;  unless  in  the 
blind  compliance  with  the  wish  of  a  cer- 
tain party  combined  to  persecute  that  un- 
fortunate island.  With  respect  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Mauritius  sugars  in  1825,  it 
was  eranted  by  that  House  as  an  act  of 
good  faith,  after  clearing  the  ground  of  any 
imputed  slave-dealing.  It  was  acknow- 
ledged, that  not  an  instance  of  slave-deal- 
ing had  occurred  since  the  year  1820, 
with  the  exception  of  one  single  vessel 
in  1821,  which  was  chased  by  his  majesty's 
schooner,  and  burnt  on  the  shores.  ''I 
then'*  (said  sir  Robert)  ^*  solemnly  pled^d 
to  the  House,  that  no  illicit  debarkation 
had  taken  place  at  the  Mauritius  since  that 
period.  I  re-asserted  the  same  fact  in 
1826 ;  and  I  now,  in  the  presence  of  this 
House  and  of  the  country,  am  prepared 
solemnly  to  declare,  that  not  a  smgle  in- 
stance has  occurred,  up  to  the  present  day. 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  hon.  secretary  of 
the  Colonial  Department  for  the  truth  of 
this  assertion,  which  is  vouched  in  the  latest 
despatches  by  that  distinguished  public 
officer  and  honourable  soldier,  sir  lownr 
Cole. — ^The  House  will  be  guided  in  their 
judgment  by  such  distinct  and  authentic 
information,  in  preference  to  the  opinions 
of  dissatisfied  and  discarded  officers  of  the 
civil  government,  and  to  the  evidence  of  per- 
jured soldiers.''  He  had  admitted,  in  1826, 
that  there  had  been  cases  of  slave-dealing 
previously  to  that  period;  but  he  boldly 
asserted,  and  defied  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
inove  the  contrary,  that  every  means  within 
bis  power  had  been  stretched  in  every 
case,  to  detect  and  defeat  those  abominable 
mlators  of  the  kw.    He  applied  to  Ike 
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authorities  at  home  and  abroad  to  co- 
operate in  those  means ;  and  in  the  in- 
stances of  smuggling  which  did  occur  iir 
those  early  periods,  enormously  exagger- 
ated as  they  had  been,  he  had  not  re-' 
stricted  his  measures  to  the  rigour  of  the 
laws  then  in  force,  but  had  done  every^ 
thing  in  his  power  to  punish  the  o£Penders; 
and  where  those  powers  were  found  inade- 
quate,  he  could  only  apply  to  the  compe- 
tent authorities  to  make  new  and  more 
efficient  laws.  He  too  justly  appreciated 
the  fallacv  of  those  principles  ^ich  the 
hon.  gentleman  advocated  to  seek  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  law  by  the  violation  of  it, 
or  to  justify  the  means  by  the  end  pro- 
posed. The  evidence,  as  far  as  it  went, 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  House;  to 
which  he  earnestly  entreated,  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  himself  and  the  Mauritius,  the 
attention  of  every  member.  The  nature 
and  character  of  that  evidence,  and  of 
that  committee,  were  sufficient,  in  some 
measure,  to  enable  gentlemen  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  case  which  was  introduced 
with  so  much  pomp,  upon  the  evidence 
of  a  common  soldier,  who  had  been  since 
proved  to  be  perjured,  and  who  admitted 
nimself,  that  he  had  been  bribed  to  8 
subornation  of  felony.  It  was  upon  evi- 
dence got  up  in  this  most  scandalous  and 
foul  manner,  from  the  lowest  and  most 
profligate  persons,  that  the  case  against 
him  (sir  R.  Farquhar)  and  the  colony 
rested.  And  was  his  public  and  private 
character  to  be  dra£^;ea  before  the  House 
on  such  testimony?  With  respect  to  the 
population,  upon  which  some  hon.  mem- 
bers dwelt  so  much,  he  was  prepared  to 
prove  that  there  had  been  little  or  no  al- 
teration since  the  capture,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  seven  thousand  or  eight  thou- 
sand slaves  carried  off  by  cholera  morbus 
in  one  year.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
put  off  his  promised  motion  from  week  to 
week ;  which  had  been  naturallv  most  irk- 
some to  him.  He  must  add,  that  the 
cause  of  the  increased  culture  of  sugar  was 
easily  to  be  accounted  for,  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  other  kinds  of  cultivation,  by 
the  constant  hurricanes  to  which  this 
island  was  peculiarly  subject,  and  by  the 
separation  of  Bourbon ;  which,  depriving 
the  Mauritius  of  the  advantages  as  being 
the  emporium,  forced  the  inhabitants  to 
direct  their  habits  of  industry  exclusively 
to  cultivation. 

Mr.  F.  Buxton  said,  that  if  the  host, 
horonet  alluded  to  him,  he  had  jnuch  better 
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kave  deferred  kit  attack,  since  he  must 
Jcnow  that  a  much  fitter  opportimitY  of 
making  it  would  looa  be  afforded  htm. 
But,  in  the  mean  time  he  might  tay,  that 
he  would  prove  that  the  slave-trade  had 
been  carried  on  to  a  moat  enonnous  extent 
in  the  Mauritius^  under  the  adminbtration 
of  the  hon.  baronet.  From  that  he  would 
not  shrink;  but  he  had  not  said,  nor  did 
he  now  say,  that  the  slav^-trade  prevailed 
in  the  Mauritius  at  the  present  moment. 
He  had  always  excepted  the  administration 
•of  sir  L.  Cole;  because  he  did  not  as  yet 
Icnow  whether,  under  his  administration, 
it  had  existed  or  not.  What  he  said  was, 
that  it  prevailed  to  an  enormous  extent 
vndar  the  administration  of  the  hon. 
baronet  opposite ;  and  that  he  would  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  proving.  The 
hon.  baronet  had  said,  that  he  had  employed 
the  power  of  the  law,  and  a  vigour  beyond 
the  law,  against  the  slavcrdealers ;  but  it 
so  happened,  that  not  one  of  them  waa 
convicted.  His  hon.  friend,  the  member 
for  Norwich,  had  understated  the  quantity 
of  sugar  of  late  produced  in  the  Mauritiua. 
The  quantity  produced  there  was  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  pounds,  when  we  got 
possession  of  it.  In  the  three  last  years, 
the  quantity  was  seventy  three  millions  of 
pounds. 

Mr.  Brpnaham  said,  he  could  not  but 
express  his  high  satis&ction  at  the  tone 
and  temper  in  vrhich  a  part  of  this  debate 
had  been  conducted.  He  could  not  but 
oongratulate  the  House  and  the  country 
on  we  manner  in  which  the  right,  hon. 
gentleman  had  expressed  ^his  own  senti* 
ments  and  those  or  his  majesty'^  govem- 
me^t,  with  reference  to  this  most  interest- 
ing question.  Had  his  majesty's  govern* 
inent  met  the  subject  in  any  other  spirit*- 
.liad  the  right  hon.  gentleman  contented 
himself  by  a  dry  and  hard  statement  of 
proofs  and  inferences,  instead  of  openly 
avowing  an  inclination  to  treat  the  ques- 
tion as  It  deserved  to  be  treated— then  he 
should  hare  been  the  last  man  in  that 
House  to  have  supported  the  right  hon. 

Ssndeman;  but,  agireeing  entir^  as  he 
d  in  the  opinions  exprened  that  night  by 
the  rifl|fat  hon.  gentleman,  and  ameing 
with  hnn,  that  ue  subject  now  before  the 
House  was  one  of  paramount  importanoe, 
he  must,  of  necessity,  support  the  same 
views  of  this  subject  as  tnose  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  entertained.    He  was 


the  last  man  who  would  willinglv  tender  . 
advice;  aad  he  was  sure  that  bis  hon. 


friend,  the  member  for  Norwich,  vras  the 
last  man  to  whom  advice  was  needful.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  his  hon.  friend  woidd 
excuse  him,  if  he  recommended  him  to 
treat  a  subject  like  the  present  in  a  difier- 
ent  spirit  than  ^at  which  he  had  displayed 
that  night.     Feeling  most  forcibly  the 
good  whidi  must  he  the  result  of  the 
favourable  opinion  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  and  in  consideration  [that 
his  majesty's  government  would  at  no  dis- 
tant day  take  up  the  subject,  he  had  now 
to  hope  that  his  hon.  friend,  the  member 
for  Bridgenorth,  would  not  press  his  motion. 
If  his  hon.  friend  should  think  fit  to  act 
upon  that  suggestion,  but   little  would 
remain  for  him  to  add  to  what  he  had 
already  stated.    As  errors  might,  howerer, 
go  forth  to  the  public  if  not  corrected,  it 
would  be  as  well  for  him  to  state  one  or 
two  particulars,  in  which  he  could  not 
bring  himself  to  agree  with  the  ti^t  hon. 
gentleman.   He  remembered  the  right  hon. 
genj^eman  stated,  that  the  West  Indies 
derived  no  benefit   from   discriminating 
duties.     Now,  if  that  position  were  well- 
founded,  it  would  at  once  put  an  end  to 
the  argument.   Because,  if  we  were  to  pay 
a  duty  of   10«.  on  West-India  produce, 
and  if  that  dutv  was  no  protection  to  such 
•produce,  surely  there  was  no  proposal 
more  fair  and  reasonaUe,  than  that  wa 
should  no  longer  be  called  upon  to  par 
that  10s.  duty ;   it  being  admitted  that  it 
was  of  no  benefit'to  the  West  Indies,  and, 
in  fact,  was  of  no  service  whatever  either 
to  our  possessions  thero,  ortothiscountir. 
An  hon.  member  had  said,  that  we  ougnt 
not  to  force  the  Indies  to  raise  sugar.  Wa 
did  not  force  them  to  raise  any  thing ;  but 
only  said,  '^Withdraw  your  duty  from 
their  sugars,  and  let  them  raise  whatever 
they  like."     They  could  not  be  forced  to 
raise  anything  which  they  did  not  choose 
to  raise ;  or,  if  there  was  any  forcing  in 
the  case,  the  effect  of  the  present  system 
was,  by  heavy  duties  on  the  East-India 
sugars,  to  force  the  West-Indies  to  pro- 
dace  them-     One  hon.  gentleman  nad 
admitted,  that  the  duties  on  East-India 
sugars  operated  as  a  bounty  on  West-India 
sugars;  and,  therefore,  the  force  of  pro- 
ductioo,  if  applied  anywhere,  was  to  tha 
West,  and  not  to  the  East  Indies,    lliere 
was  one  circumstance  to  which  he  waa 
particularly  desirous  to  advert;  and  that 
was,  the  fact,  that  the  Mauritius  sugars  had 
been  exempted  from  the  protecting  dutiea 
imposed  on  the  East-India  sugars,    Htl 
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hold,  frieni),   the  member  fbr  Norwicli, 
seemed  to  admit  that  he  had  fallen  intd 
8om&  mistake  on  that  subject ;  and,  indeed, 
hig  had  iiot  before  been  very  accurately 
informed  of  the  material  fact^ ;  and,  t^hvt 
^his  still  more  extraordinary  wkh  him',  he 
had  not  reasoned  accurately,  dven  upon' 
those  facts  with  ^hich  he  had  been  ac- 
quainted.   But  why  tivesb  Mdtfcritius  sugar 
c^uMyfttofs  should  htiVe  beea  put  on  tiie 
iboting;  of  diminished  duties,  with    the 
West  Indies,  to  which  t&ey  did  not  belong:, 
and  exempted  from  the  duties  imposed  oiri 
the  East-India  sugar  cultlvatoiv,  Willi  whom 
they  had  a  niear  connection,  it  was  uttehrly 
impossible  to  conceive.    In  one  vieW^  the 
Mauritius  had  a  greater  resemblance  to  the 
West  Indies,  than  to  the  Eait  Indies ;  for 
Acre  wai»  strong  reason  to  believe  that 
its  sugaH  i^re  the  produce  of  slaves  i  and 
he  was  afraid  that  this  might  hive  been 
one  r^asou  ^h^  th6  cultivators  of  that 
lAaid  h«d  been  exempted  flrom  the  Eatt- 
IndiA  ddty.     It  app^red  thdt  the  system 
had  been,  to  give  botln^  and  protection  to 
the  masters  of  sl&ves,  slnd  to  withhold  it 
ftbm  the  ftairters  of  free  men.    Hi  hoped 
that  they  might  live  to  t^  the  dawn  of  a 
bett^lr  day  in  the  manageme^  of  the  edbs 
iBm ;  dnd,  looking  to  what  had  h^ii  said 
ty  the  tight  hon.  gentleman,  it  mi^ht  be 
expebted,  thsft  that  day  was  not  veky  dis* 
lant,  and  th^reft)re  he  refrained  from  fesori* 
ing,  on  the  present  bccamou,  to'  any  harsh 
«ignmenu.-^With  respeet  to  the   East 
Indies,  he  could  not  help  loelung  i^ith 
eager  anticij^ation,  and  very  high  expecta- 
tion, to  the  results  of  a  full  and  complete 
inquiry  into  the  coinmerce  and  the  eapa- 
bilities  of  that  cotintry,  and  the  Improve- 
ment in  onr  own  trade  and  manufactures 
which  must  follow.    He  could  not  help 
exulting  in  the  Brilliant  prospects  which 
such  ad  inquiry  presented,   and  in   his 
opinion  must  almost  necessarily  lead.  He 
was  convinced  that,  upon  a  full  revision  of 
the  Condition  of  our  Asiatic  territories,  it 
would  appear  that  we  did  not  at  presetft 
kt  all  understand  the  extent  to  wfaibh  the 
£ast-Indik  traffic  might  be  carried  On,  and 
that  Uie  ultimate  effects  wonM  be  beyond 
e^tty  thing  of  trtitch  we  had  at  preseift 
nny  conception.    He  shouldji  perfaiusS,  be 
permitted  to  mention  one  simple  fact  in 
filustratioii  of  what  he  meant.    When  he 
Ifrais  lately  it  Lanca^tet,  a  cdnunercial  gen- 
itemaii  of  that  place  shewed  him  Orders 
Which  he  had  received  for  k  viiSt  number 
M  piecea  nf  ealioo  <bt  the  East^Iadia 
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fnarket^  and  he  deSlred  hiin  to'  look  id 
Johnson's  Dictionary,  and  there  he  wooidl 
find  the  word  '*  Cafaoa"  mentioned  as  the 
nanle  of  a  ftnefdinc  imported  from  Galimtty 
m  the  East  indite.'    In  India,  «t  that 
time,  they  imported  the  xiiw  nlateriid  froas 
us  and  from  othek*  quarters,  and  then  aSa^ 
as  much  df  the  febric  as  snjiplied  tUedi^ 
selves,  anid  exported  lar^y  to  ns.    But 
now  the  prdeeSs  wall  reversed,  and  we  irn^ 
ported  the  cotton  and  raw  material  froak 
them,  and  exported  to  them  die  Sadib 
fabric,  but  more  highly  finished,  and  of  a 
better  quality.     This  was  oi^Iy  a  wmA 
sample  of  xHtAt  might  be  made  Of  Afo 
trade,'  if  it  were  left  perfedtly  free  and  uil« 
ibttered.    Looking  at  the  matter  iar  this 
point  of  view,  he  waa  convinced  tJhaa  the 
mvestigation  wdald  enable  the  govemmete 
to  do  its  duty  towards  the  couhtkss  nfllion^ 
bf  India ;  wnile  the  process  ^nld  be  aiu 
terid^  with  the  double  advantage  of  ydt^ 
moting  the  interests  of  the  people  of  hidio, 
while  it  afibrded  the  be^  relief  te  our  po^ 
imlation  at  home.    There  hnd  been  some- 
thing a  little  personal  in.  what  had  bebn 
said  respecting  the  Mauritius — perha]^ 
too  much  so;  but  he  could  not  forbear 
saying j  that  hii^  obinn^n  as  to  the  fiiel,  wsb 
the  same  as  it  had  been  last  session',  add 
had  been  rather  confirmed  by  the  iorS  of 
defeiifee  diade  by  thk  party  accused,. on  the 
night  ^hen  the  subject  was  Aen  under 
discussion.     He  wished  that    ^e  hon, 
meinfber  to  whom  he  alluded  might  he  able 
to  meet  the  charge,  when  it  should  be  re- 
gularly brought  forward  against  him.  Tbeie 
w^  at  present  no  charge  made  agmnst  him 
individually.     It   wodld    be  quite  tisae 
^ough  to  make  his  defence  when  be  sfaoidd 
%e  accused.    For  himself,  he  had  only  to 
repeat,  that  he  had  heahi  nothing  as  yet 
that  h^d  the  least  tendeiicy  to  mufie  raiki 
dter  his  former  opinion. 

Mr.  W.  Ht&ton,  said,  that  the  late  gl^ 
vemor  of  the  Mauritius  consalered  hnnsslf 
flfc  an  injured  man ;  and  it  wss^  therefore, 
natural  that  he  ^duU  defond  hEmseif 
when  attacked.  He  no  doubt  felt  die 
necessity  of  repelling  that  attaook  the  more 
inedmbent  upon  him,  the  suli^t  not  beiag 
regularly  before  the  House,  but  haviSic 
been  gratuitously  brought  forward  for  « 
pmpbse  not  altoffether  rain 

Mr.  TPjfMi  <£sei^ed,  that  as  Britidb 
manufactures  had  Supereeded  ihoee  of 
India,  we  were  bound,  in  justice  hnd  ki 
sound  pdfcy,  to  extend  tfa^  trade  #ith  that 
country  as  xtiMtA  as  |ioiaiUe,  fox  the  sake 
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of  thes  natires*  The  attention  due  to  the 
coinmercQ  ol  India,  as  well  aa  to  its.  arts 
ajjid  litera^uxe,  had  beeo  much  too  long 
delayed ;  but  measures  had  latterly  been 
taken,  with  relation  to  those  suDJectsi 
whkh»  he  trusted,  would  cedeem  them 
from  th^  neglect  they  had  ezDerienced* 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  ne  hope^ 
that  his  hon.  friend  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 
M^.  WhUmare^  in  reply,  said,  that  he 

Jielded  to  the  recommenciation  of  the  right 
on.  gentleman,  and  would  withdraw,  hi^ 
mption,  apd  lea^e  the  subject  a^togeth^ 
in  his  hands ;  a^i  be  had  the  assuranoe  th^t 
the  light  hon.  gentleman  intended  to  in* 
stltute  inquiries,  with  a  view  to  remedy 
what  was,  objectionable  in  the  exi^'ng 
system.  He  felt  confident  the  rieht  hon. 
gentleman  wouk)  not  postpone  tn^  in- 
auiriea  for  five  yeivrs,  till  the  expiration  of 
toe  Caartei  of  thip  East-India  Uompanv. 
If,  however,  he  was  discmpointedy  he  snould 
fiiel  bound  agson  to  call  th^  attentu^n  of 
the  House  to  thif(  importaAt  Question. 
.  The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 


>ngly  preferred  apunsi 
;  had  an  interest  m  the 


had  h^tk  so  stroi 
them.    The  pubUc 

purity  of  puDlic  men,  and^  they  should^ 
never  shrink  from  inveBtigatioa  where  th^ 
accusation  was  openly  made,  and  with  a^ 
apparent  shpw  of  truth*  l^he  worthy  alder-' 
man  then  went  in  detail  through  the  facti( 
of  the  case.  He  conclude  by  stating^  that 
if  those  facts  had.  not,  as  yet,  been  brought^ 
to  light,  he  diould  find,  in  the  acknow-. 
ledgment  of  the  hon.  menqber  for  Sudbury,! 
sufficient  to  justify  him  in  calling  for  thc^ 
committee.  In  an  action,  brought  agai<]^| 
that  hon.  member,  no  less  than  thirty-one 
pleas  had  been  pleaded ;  andi  among  thesp, 
were  plea%  one  of  ij^hiuch  stated  th?  Com-, 
pan  J  to  be  a  fraud,  and  the  plan  of  it  in 
have  beei)  fraudulent  and  ulegal;  aiuj[ 
another  actually  described  it  ain  a  publiq 
nuisanc^/  H^e  qondu^ed  wii^  o^^V^jB^i 
''  1^  a  Select  Cpmmittee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  th^  ^^egation^  contained 
,in  a  Petition*  f^reaiemted  to  thi^  ^p^^  ^ 
;tbe  9th  of  April  last,  from  certjain  ShaicA 
.and  Scrip-holde^  of  the  Cornwall  an^ 
Oisvonshire  lUUning  Company  ;  and  to  rcK 
port  the  sao^e,  wiUi  their  opmion  thereon^' 
togeth/sr  ^i^  any  special  i)[iatter^  touch-^ 
ing  the  conduct  of  any  memb^  of  thi^ 
Kwser" 
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Coil  PANT.]     Ml.  Alderman  Waittmiofi, 

^  rising  to  bring  forward  the  nation  of 

which  he  had  given  notice,  for  a  Committee  |     Lord  Palmerston  said,  he  wished  it  tQ 

of  Inquiry  respecting  the  formation  and  'be  distinctly, ^iiylierstood^  that  witl^  r^gaia 


TOO^et^i^gS  of  the  Co]?iw^]l  and^  Devon 
Mioinfl:  Company^  stated  that,  at  that  late 
hour,  be  would  not  trespass  at  any  lengtl^ 
QA  th/s  attention  of  the  House.  He  knew 
ikm  amf^  hon.  mei^bers  thought  there 
was  no  necessity  for  any  iiirthi^  mvestiga- 
iiou  of  these  companies^  as  the  evils  at- 
tending them,  it  was  supposed,  were  at  an 
end.  But  he  could  assure  the  House,  that 
this  was  a  gre^t  mistake;  for,  at  that 
momeiU,  b^uidreds  of  individuals  were  suf- 
fering severely,  oa  account  of  tneir  con- 
nej^ion  with  ihes^  associatioivi.  One  of 
the  directoiii  of  the  company  of  which  he 
then  spokep  had  recently  been  declsuned  a 
banknipt,  and  another  director  (Mr.  P. 
Moona),  late  a  member  pf  that  House, 
who  had  been  conc|efned  in  many  of  thefe 
{tfijeols,  was  lying  in  prison  on  that  very 
jtfiopunt.  He  liad  another  motive  for  press- 
ing this  ipqoiry.  The  character  of  some 
onembors  of  the  Hoiise  was  deeply  impl,i- 
caled  in  it»  and  be  wi^hsd  to  give  them 
jin  OTTOTtynity  of  vin4icating  liheiyselv^^, 
and  their  constituents  the  natijtfiytion  of 
jpowmg,  that  their  iiapcesentatiyes  i^rens 
uffe  firom4he  l(^ cbaigsi of  twdyfWk 


to  hims^  It  waf,  A  patter  of  ^q  qcio^t 
I  perfect  indlfl^re^Qp  whether  the  |](ovse 
i^ed  to  tih^  cqmmittee  ox  9ot  a  and,  pay- 
ing said  th^s|  mych«  he  shpuUi  ab^taii^ 
(rom/ taking  s^y  fi^i,  ^atevg:  in  the, 
disciifsibn. 

Mr.  O.  SobinM^  thought  it  would  ba 
useless  for  the  House  to^  |^rant  a  second! 
cpnimittee  to  investigate  intq  tbis  subject, 
unless  they  first  received  ^  pledge,  that 
when  that  Qommitteja  should  have  made  itji 
xeftQxif  some,  fvu^th^  ateps  wouU  be  taken, 
and  the  recommendations  of  the  report  b^ 
acted  on. 

Mr.  WUif  observe^,  that  in  the  whole 
coune  of  his  lifo  he  bad  never  read  any 
fiction  or  rcoaan^  that  in  ingem^i^  of  in- 
vention Q^o^e  w  to  the  ftatements  wlddf, 
had  been  mad^  ^on^serning  the  subject  no^ 
under  discusyioa.  The  whole  matter,  }jx 
fact,  ba4  Arisen  out  of  personal  piqu^ 
towards  hj«fiself ;  apd  ite  asserted  that  tkft 
bpu.  aldenpah  h^id  ava^'ed  himself  pf  hin 
sitqatjfm  v^  that  House  tp  vilify  his  ci^ 
r^/pt^.  U  was  impossible  for  hi)i^  tp 
imagine  imy  circamstanpe  to  aceo^pt  for 
^  l!tat^ei^^  ^Akii  tiM  bon.  pieipl^ 


"Ideroan  him8^,r^  S'^* ''^ 'he  *od^  o t^""'*'  «"d  foS^^^'P'^offiie- 
out  with  whiph  „-        "^^'^  as  bv  ofl,J~  /   "*"^.  which  h«  iP^'   '^"n>e«.  be  i> 

<'<"»«e  he  had  i^L    **  connexion      -li-'  ?""'  ^o' he  had    «..*''*  ''on-  gentle- 


th«  ''on-   aidi^'^'^''^'  '■"  S»dbu^    "^   *''ey«aIJywere.,tiTj'?'»*o«e  thai, 
S'' doubt  he  S^'  ''''^.^"y  &iS  jIl«-^%  «t^«^^^^^^^ 

bon  members  in  their^LtTeS  o7 1^  E!T '  «"><» '"«  «SU5^.rk\  "^  ""-^ 
flatter  of  account  bet^n  parties  a  nlTr*'  ^°'  CoIcheateTSTt^k** '•°°- •"ka- 
rate concern.  He  had  nrSbT  th^""  P"""'* '"o' niomT' t£?*.*^*»  "^t  »>e 
;;rere  practice,  sufficiency  Suiutr  f,»  «"on,ey.  be"f™Jk*H?  •^'*' «« 
The  names  of  members  of  the  W^.  i?  I  ^^'^  »ere  none  i,n«»  5  .  "  "lis ;  hm 
B.ent  had  appeared  «  a  manner  'fi:  T"  P^^Ttol^^'t^.^'  ^^ 
disgraceful ;  but  it  was  eWdentlvCS^  ?'^"P"'«'on.  He  wTiJfJ*.*'''  <l«e«ion 
ble  that  the  House  of  n^^  mapossi-  ( time  to  sav   ft.,  if   .     oo"°d  «  the  ■>»•<. 

make  thea^h^Ze'L^CT.'^'^'^h^^  ^"^ 

accounto ;  and,  if  the  ««?..         *^  ?"'*'«   of  the  hon    ^^Iv**',*'"*  *•  assettio.. 

go  into  the  a&V  of ^K,r."nTgm''  r«-  ^'S'Si^,^''''"^^ 
wall  company,  it  was  uotorious  £t^""  k'"^-    One  of  the^k'  ^  ?«*<% 
were  fifty  others  that  had  eJSL  daj^l"!  P*?  •'"'"ght  to  tST'^"  ^'-'«'.  J»-a 
legislative  attention.    All  that  th.  i  ^  i  °   "» **>«  sane  manner  ♦«'  '°**  ?•  *«•  bound 
ture  ought  to  do  was.  so  to  ^£  SfS*'  "*"  P«rty  had  deStS  S^'  ^^y^op^^ 
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bon.  member  made  lue  of  bis  situation  as 
a  member  to  do  an  injury  to  another,  then 
it  was  clear  that  they  had  a  right  to  in- 
quire, and  to  punish ;  but  when  a  person, 
not  even  at  the  time  a  member  of  the 
House,  merely  exercised  his  right  of  action 
as  an  individual  in  certain  commercial 
transactions,  he  could  not  see  how  the 
right  of  inquiry  could  be  established.  He 
would  put  a  case  to  the  House — suppos- 
ing that  certain  persons,  not  directors,  as 
ihey  had  here,  men  boldly  putting  their 
names  to  the  thing,  and  marking  them- 
selves out  for  discovery  and  accusation ; 
for,  of  one  person  of  that  kind,  who  had 
jobbed  in  shares,  there  were  twenty  much 
worse  who  had  pursued  the  same  system 
in  private — but,  he  repeated,  he  would  sup- 
pose men  who  had  made  themselves  mon- 
strous active  upon  committees,  in  their 
capacity  of  members  of  that  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  puffing  off  those  concerns  in 
which  they  held  shares,  and  thereby  abused 
their  station  as  members  of  parliament, 
then  he  would  say  they  had  a  case ;  and,  if 
the  individual  had  forfeited  his  character 
as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  the 
House  had  a  right  to  get  rid  of  the  conta- 
mination of  his  society.  But  even  then  it 
was  right  to  wait  for  the  proofs  of  that 
guilt.  They  must  wait  until  the  courts  of 
law  convicted  the  offender,  and  when  the 
record  could  be  produced  in  that  House — 
then,  and  then  only,  were  they  justified  in 
appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the 
question  of  expulsion.  There  was,  to  be 
sure,  a  case  in  which  individuals  might  com- 
bine for  the  purpose  of  screening  an  of- 
fender, and  preventing  his  public  trial; 
but  then  the  House,  when  such  charges 
were  made,  and  they  saw  the  question 
might  not  to  be  tried,  had  the  power  of 
commanding  the  Attorner-general  to  pro- 
secute the  offender  in  the  courts  below. 
There  was,  however,  no  such  fear  at  pre- 
sent; and  were  they,  on  some  charges, 
which,  without  impugning  the  assertions 
or  statements  of  the  worthy  alderman, 
were  vague,  irregular,  and  might  prove  un- 
founded and  unjust — were  uey,  without 
any  evidence  on  oath,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  collecting  all 
the  gossip  of  the  town ;  for  all  such  things 
were  heard  •  before  committees  ?  Were 
they  to  appoint  a  tribunal  to  hear  what  one 
man  said  that  another  man  did,  in  order 
to  settle  a  question  which  was  already  be- 
fore the  proper  tribunal,  and  the  only  one 
iHiere  all  the  points  at  issue  could  be  ftiiriy 


tried?  A  committee  of  that  House  was 
the  most  rigid  and  the  most  unsparing  of 
all  methods  of  inc^uiry.  He  would  say, 
God  forbid  that  this  method  of  impeach- 
ment— ^for  it  was  nothing  less — should  be 
put  in  force  on  such  occasions,  or  that 
they  should  be  guilty  of  the  strange  ano- 
maly of  sitting  to  investigate  such  matters 
when  they  were  under  inquiry  elsewhere ! 
He  thought  the  House  had  gone  much  too 
far  in  the  Arigna  business,  and  he  was  glad 
of  an  opportunity  to  retrace  their  steps ; 
for  although  the  question  there  had  l^en 
with  regard  to  the  fitness  of  a  gentleman 
to  hold  an  office,  and  he  himself  had  en- 
treated inquiry,  he  was  doubtful  as  to  the 
propriety  of  tne  course  they  had  adopted, 
and  dreaded  any  extension  of  the  princi- 
ple. He  was  glad  die  House  shewed  an 
abhorrence  of  such  swindling,  for  it  de- 
served no  other  name  ;  but  they  ought  to 
recollect  thers  had  been  cases  of  the  most 
notorious  violations  of  faith  in  private  life 
and  of  honesty  in  public,  upon  tne  turf  and 
elsewhere,  which  the  House  had  thought 
it  fit  to  pass  over,  rather  than  lay  the  pre- 
cedent of  any  trial  or  condemnation  before 
an  incompetent  tribunal.  If  they  went 
into  one  of  these  thmgs  they  must  go  into 
a  thousand,  and  the  labour  would  be  end- 
less. The  South-sea  case  was  not  at  all  in 
point.  There  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  members  of  the  government 
were  implicated,  in  a  manner  which  said 
veiT  little  for  the  honesty  of  our  forefathers; 
and  the  ferment  was  as  great  as  the  ruin 
was  extensive.  If  any  member  of  the 
present  government  had  been  guilty  of 
such  things,  he  would  vote  for  impeach- 
ment instantly ;  but  he  would  not  consent 
to  apply  this  rule  to  a  private  individual ; 
and  he  considered  the  precedent  ''more 
honoured  in  the  breach  tnan  in  the  observ- 
ance/' The  learned  member  concluded 
by  declaring  himself  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
,  willing  to  remain  so,  until  a  court  of  law 
had  pronounced  its  decision. 

Mr.  Srogden^  after  the  frequent  allu- 
sions made  to  him  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  hoped  the  House  would  peimit 
him  to  make  a  few  observations.  He  felt 
bound  to  vote  agamst  that  committee  and 
all  others  like  it ;  because  he  thought  it 
unfair  and  unjust,  and  only  to  be  likened 
to  the  Star-chamber  inqubitions,  in  their 
effect  upon  the  individuals  who  unhappily 
came  before  them.  He  had  been,  for  the 
last  three  months,  placed  in  a  state  of 


851      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,      CarwaU  imd  Ikvon 


Company,      85d 


deipairt ,  which  was  really  scareely  to  be 
eodur^  by  the  inquiries  entered  into 
before  a  committee  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion ;  and,  he  repeated,  there  was  nothii^ 
in  the  Star-chamber  more  base  or  more 
oi^pcessiye.  A  tiibonal  was  appointed  to 
iwioire  into  and  decide  upon  the  whole 
of  the  acts  of  a  man's  liiei  without  his 
baTink  the  power  to  challenge  a  single 
individual^  no  matter  how  prejudiqedk  or 
how  partial'9  or  how  hostile,  he  might  luiow 
that  iadividoal  to  be.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say,  that  any  of  the  members  of  that 
oomroittee  were  men  to  be  otjected  to^ 
on  time  grouade.  He  knew  but  one  in- 
diWduaJ  who  waa  an  exception,  qnd  h^ 
miffht  name  him,  but  he  woukl.  not;  but 
stiU  there  were  many  whoqe  appoin^ent 
he  ought  to  have  had  a  right  to  impugUj 
if  he  pleMcdi  Tber^  was  the  hon.  membeif 
ibr  Surrey,  whose  return  he  had  Of^posed ; 
and  that  night  ha?e  been  a  good  reason 
for  objecting;  to  hiff  sittwg  upon  such  a^ 
bquiry.  Tbei^  were  two  or  three  members 
who,  hnowfaig  nolhinfs  of  the  G,ase  but 
what  tibev  h«d  read  m  the  newspapto, 
were  yet  known  tohaveezpies^  opinions 
hostile  to  him  before  their  appointnie^ 
Were  not  these,  he  would  ask,  grounds  of 
objection  to  such  a  a^ode  of  inquiry? 
Could  aoy  thing  be  more  inconsistent 
with  a)l  the  rules  of  socie^  or  of  justipe, 
tbau  to  ^poiat  such  |)er80ns  to  sit  in 
judgmei^  upon  a  question  purely  com'^ 
mercial?  Military  men  were  tried  by  9 
court  imaitial  of  military  meu.  Merchant^ 
elsewhere  abided  by  the  decisions  of  9 
jury  of  merchants;  but  he  was  tried— by 
whom?  By  country  gentlemen  and  by 
Toung  officers,  some  of  them  cornets,  he 
believed ;  aod  he  need  not  say,  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  subject  of  their  in- 
quiry. He  had  no  knowledge  even  of 
their  proceedings,  for,  althoii^  be  was 
entitled,  as  a  member  of  that  House,  to 
be  present  at  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  was  debarred  of  the  power  to 
take  any  part  in  the  inquiry,  or  to  propose 
i^  single  question,  even  the  most  impor- 
tant, in  order  to  elucidate  any  thing  ob» 
^ure,  or  to  oontradict  ar^v  thing  that  was 
false.  Spme  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mitteei  men  to  whom  he  could  have  safely 
intrusted  his  case,  such  as  lord  Althorp, 
Mr.  George  JLamb,  Mr.  Whitmore,  colonel 
French,  never  ^Itf^ifided  the  meetings  at 
idi ;  but,  if  he  could  have  antieipated  the 
raneorous  coodvpt  of  pue  indivijftal,  he 
woiild  have  bad  pleasujpe  iu  throwing  him- 


self at  once  upon  the  House,  rather  than 
have  been  subjected  to  the  consequences, 
of  his. persecution.    Not  being  used  ta 
the  proceedmga  of  such  committees,  bo. 
wished  to  make  some  explanations;  but 
he  was  told  by  that  person,  that  he  was 
not  to  ask  or  make  questions — ^he  must 
wait  and  answer  on  hia  examination ;  so 
that  he  had  the  same  person  as  his  judge 
and  as  the  advocate  against  him,  w^hoot 
the  power  of  retelling  his.  attacks,    Theio 
were  three  hon.  meiM)ers,  Mc  SickensoUir 
sir  R.  Vivian,  and  lord  Clive ;  three  indi- 
vidui^  by  whom  he  would  most  willinglj^ 
have  submitted  to  1^  tried,  who  attended 
the  commit!^  regularly  until  Chrifltmav, 
after  which  they  went  away.    There  were 
three  other  hon.  members,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Twiss,   and  Mr.  Palmer,  who  attended 
sometimes;   but  not  r^ularly.    On  one 
qpoasion  he  had  addrea^d  an  applicatioi\ 
to  tb^  hon,  mem)>er  for  Surrey,  especially 
lequesting  his  attendance  at  the  committee 
on  a  particular  day.    The  answer  was, 
that  he  could  not  attend,  for  he  was  going 
to  see   a   prise-pig  at  Smithfield.    He 
trusted  that  those  who  read  the  report 
would  also   read  the  evidence.     Unless 
they  did  so,  tjhey  could  not  fairly  judge  of 
the  merits  of  the  case.    The  report  was  e 
laboured  argument.    There  was  onecir* 
cumstance  which,   bv  some  unfortunate 
and  cruel  mistali^e,   nad  not  been  suffi- 
ciently adverted  to.    The  committee  of 
proprietors  of  the  Arigna  minmg  company, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts^ 
had  exonerated  him  from  blame.    That 
judg^nt  had  been  confirmed  at  four  ge^ 
neral  meetings  of  the  proprietors;  and  he 
had,  in  consequence,  been  re-elected  to 
the  chajr.    With  respect  to  the  Arigna 
mining  t*ompany  itself,  he  denied  that  it 
was  a  bubble.    He  had  never  been  con« 
neete4  with  any  bubble ;  although  he  had 
Ijieen  connected  with  a  number  of  highly 
beneficial  public  undertakings ;  and  among 
them,    with  the  Provincial  bank  of  Ire- 
land, which  had  done  infinitely  more  good 
than  all  the  bubble  companies  taken  to- 
gelber  had  produced  mischief.    He  s^to- 
logiz/e4  for  having  intruded  so  long  upon 
the  atten^x^  of  the  House ;  but  he  was 
sure  that  ^ey  would  feel  for  his  situatioi^ 
and  excuse  him. 

Mr.  Mobert  Orant  obeerved,  that  he 
would  not  s^y  a  single  word  in  answer  to 
what  had  £EiUen  from  the  ban.  gcntleyaBy 
but  would  merely  observei  as'chairmiiB  of 
the  eommittee  which  bad  been  appointed 


to  inqviie  into  the  truitaetiott,  dia^  as  far 
w  he  wat  conoamed,  he  had  not  tke 
aKghtest  intention  of  propoetng  any  iurther 
proceeding;  In  reofy  to  aome  of  the  ob- 
atfifBtiona  which  had  fallen  firom  the 
Itainirt  iiifrmlifiw  for  Winrhfllina,  hebeg[ged 
taxemail:^  that  in  tlie  ewminatien  of  wit- 
iieiaea  the  coBunittee  had  ondeaTonied  to 
adhere,  as  dooely  aa  the  character  of  their 
Ibnctions  would  permit  them,  to  the  nileB 
of  a  coart  of  jaadce.  He  was  quite  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  appointment  of 
anch  a  eommittee  ought  not  to  take  place, 
except  in  extreme  caaao;  and,  among 
other  much  more  inmortant  reasons,  for 
this  very  minor  onei  tnat  it  was  impotnible 
to  eoneave  any  situation  more  painful 
than  that  of  one  of  die  mendiers  of  socb  a 
c^mmitlae.  In  jnstiee  to  Ae  worthy  al- 
darmtnoppeaite,  he  nrast  say,  that  he  had 
not  shown  any  undue  asperity ;  and  that 
he  had  devolved  much  of  that  which  he 
woM  have  been  auKhorised  in  personally 
doing,  into  the  liandsof  the  committee 
genemlly.  Upon  the  whole,  he  was 
nrther  dispoaed  to  object  to  the  present 
aaetion. 

Mr.  Ward  denied  that  he  had  not  at- 
tended to  the  pioeeedittga  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  said  that  if  the  bon.  member 
would  call  upon  him,  he  would  show  him 
auch  Tolumiaous  notes  upon  those  pm- 
ceedings,  as  Would  prove  that  he  had  hot 
neglected  his  duty. 

Mr.  Aldennm  Waitk$itm  dedated,  timt 
a  more  honourable  oomnlittee  had  never 
.  been  appointed,  or  one  adiich  had  attended 
more  sedulously  to  the  business  before 
.  them.  Ahhougfa  he  still  thought  that  the 
eommittee  for  i^ch  he  had  moved  might 
be  advantageously  appointed,  yet,  admit- 
ting that  there  was  some  reason  in  the 
distinction  drawn  by  the  learned  member 
for  Winchelsea,  between  those  who  had 
>  entered  into  such  speculations  before  they 
became  members  of  that  House,  and  those 
who,  behxg  members  of  the  House,  entered 
into  them,  with  the  leave  of  the  Houie  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  motioh  was  accordiagly  withdrawn. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  Mc^  17. 

New  AoKiviSTmATioir*]  Es^l  Moan* 
eerj  hoped  he  mig|ht  be  permitted  to 
trespass  for  a  few  moments  on  their  lord- 
ahipa'  time,  whilst  he  stated  the  motives 
vhaob  had   indnced  him  to  refuse  hi« 


confidence  to  the  present  administration. 
Of  the  difficulties  which  the  right  hon. 
|;entleraaii  at  the  head  of  it  had  experienced 
m  forming  the  new  government,  he  knew 
nothing  but  from  Dew8ps4)er  authority; 
and  of  the  motives  which  indnced  the  late 
cabmet  to  resign,  he  was  equally  unin- 
formed, except  from  the  same  source ;  but 
surelv  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  basis 
on  which  the  present  administration  rested 
must  be  Catholic  emancipation.  He 
understood  that  a  vital  change  in  the  con- 
stitution was  the  dnect  of  the  present 
government ;  and  with  that  impression  on 
his  mind,  having  resisted  that  important 
questiou  in  every  shape  and  form  ws  the 
last  twenty-five  yean,  be  trusted  he  should 
not  be  stigBkatiaed  as  acting  from  aay 
ftctions  motives^  if  he  felt  it  impossible  to 
afibrd  bis  support  to  the  advisers  of  the 
Crown. 

Lord  De  DymtaaiviUe  saw  no  reason 
for  withholding  his  confidence  from  the 
present  ministry.  With  regard  to  the 
question  ef  CathoUe  emancipation,  he 
thooi^t  that  the  Protestant  religion 
would  gaia  more  by  conceding  than  by 
opposing  the  claims  of  the  Catholics ;  that 
more  converts  would  be  made  by  emanci- 
pation than  by  any  other  means. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  said,  that  be 
could  not  avoid  making  a  few  observations 
mi  the  situation  in  which  the  existing 
administration  waa  placed,  and  on  the 
tninsactions  which  nad  recently  takea 
place;  but  he  felt  it  necessary  first  to 
declare,  that  he  belonged  to  no  class  ef 
opposition,  whether  factious  or  otherwise. 
He  differed  from  the  noble  earl  as  to  the 
support  which  should  be  given  to  the 
present  acuninistratioa,  seeing  the  declara-^ 
tion  which  had  been  repeatedly  made, 
that  it  was  formed  on  the  principles  of 
lord  Liverpo(d's  government:  therefore 
any  resistance  to  such  a  ministry  must  be 
founded  on  personal  objections,— e  coune 
which  he  decidedly  disavowed.  The  present 
government  had  been  caHed  a  provisional 
one.  He  thought  that  more  importance 
was  attached  to  that  circumstance  than  it 
deserved.  If  it  pleased  the  king  to  en^igo 
any  portion  of  his  ministry  for  liouted 
service,  as  he  did  his  troops,  he  saw  no 
^eat  reason  to  complain  of  such  an^xer^ 
tion  of  the  royal  prerogative.  No  mau 
who  knew  the  abihties  of  the  right  bon* 
Secretary  for  Fereijpi  Aiairs  so  wM  as  he 
did,  could  doubt  his  capacity  to  dischaige 
i  the  dutkB  of  bis  aituation ;  ami  tbit  Um$ 
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the  case,  it  did  not  appear  to  bim  a  matter 
of  much  importance  Tvhether  be  held  it 
permanently  or  not.  There  were,  how- 
ever, some  circumstances  connected  with 
the  formation  of  the  administration  which 
prevented  him  from  giving  it  his  entire 
confidence.  He  referred  to  the  condition 
in  which  a  question  which  had  occupied 
much  of  their  lordships'  consideration  was 
placed.  He  had  never  viewed  that  ques- 
tion in  the  same  light  as  other  noble  lords, 
either  as  to  the  great  benefit  or  the  great 
danger  which  was  supposed  to  be  likely  to 
result  from  its  success.  He  thought  that 
the  results  which  were  anticipated,  on 
either  side,  were  in  a  great  degree  imagi- 
nary. He  had,  notwithstanding,  alwa^rs 
given  hb  support  to  the  measure ;  and  it 
was  probable  that  he  should  still  continue 
to  do  so.  Some  noble  lords,  however, 
entertained  a  stronger  opinion  than  he  did 
of  the  importance  of  emancipation ;  and 
that  those  noble  lords,  having  those  views, 
should  pass  over  to  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to  support  the  administration,  and 
even  to  form  a  part'  of  it,  did  certainly 
appear  to  him  very  extraordinaxy.  It  was, 
he  repeated,  extraordinaiy,  that  those 
noble  lords  should  so  act,  when  they  knew 
it  was  not  even  to  be  attempted  to  make 
Catholic  emancipation  a  cabinet  measure 
— that,  in  fact,  a  species  of  engagement 
existed,  by  which  the  admmistration  was 
bound  not  to  make  either  that  question, 
or  any  matter  connected  with  it,  a  cabinet 
measure.  In  lord  Liverpool's  administra- 
tion, when  the  majority  of  the  government 
was  opposed  to  Catholic  emancipation,  it 
could  not,  of  course,  be  made  a  cabinet 
measure ;  but  now  that  an  imm^se  major- 
ity of  the  ministers  maintained  that  the 
measure  was  indispensable,  urgent,  and 
admitting  of  no  delay,  that  these  individu- 
als should  agree  to  postpone  it  indefinitely 
was  indeed  most  extraordinary.  For  that 
the  measure  was  practically  so  postponed, 
tmd  its  success  thereby  rendered  innnitelv 
less  probable  than  at  any  former  period, 
could  not,  he  thought,  be  doubted.  There 
was  a  matter  connected  with  this  subject 
to  which  he  wished  to  direct  their  lord- 
ships' attention.  He  alluded  to  the  report 
of  a  speech  addressed  by  a  right  rev.  fnend 
of  his,  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocess.  Most 
of  their  lordships  had,  no  doubt,  seen  that 
report,  which  he  had  ascertained  to  be 
perfectly  correct.  The  speech  in  question 
advanc^  the  most  cogent  arguments 
^S^nst  the    probability  of  the   speedy 
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success  of  the  Catholic  question.  How 
those  arguments  ought  to  be  considered 
— ^whether  as  coming  under  the  knowledge 
of  the  present  administration — ^whether 
any  of  tne  present  administration  were  to 
be  considered  as  responsible  for  them — 
whether,  finally,  ministers  were  to  be  looked 
upon  as  the  authors  of  those  arguments, 
he  did  not  know :  but  their  lordships 
would  observe,  that  this  speech  was  not 
made  on  an  unimportant  occasion.  The 
occasion  was  one  of  great  solemnity.  He 
would  ask  the  rev.  bench,  if  they  should 
lend  their  support  to  the  government — as 
most  likely  they  would — ^whether  they 
would  not  adopt  that  course  mainly  in 
consequence  of  the  cogency  of  the  argu« 
ments  employed  by  his  right  rev.  friend? 
He  would  ask  the  right  reverend  bench» 
whether  they  did  not  think  that  the  chance 
of  the  Catholic  question  being  carried  was 
not  further  removed  at  the  present  moment, 
than  it  was  under  the  administration  of 
lord  Liverpool  ?  The  noble  lords  who  had 
gone  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  House 
declared,  that  the  main  cause  of  their 
adherence  to  the  administration  was  the 
probability,  nav,  the  certainty,  which  they 
saw  of  the  Catholic  question  being  carried. 
If  such  were  their  opinions,  why  had  they 
entered  into  an  engagement  to  get  rid  (^ 
the  question  ?  It  could  only  be  upon  the 
principle  that  the  end  sanctified  the  means 
employed  to  attain  it ;  for  certainly  such 
condiict  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  strangely 
inomsistent.  On  the  one  hand,  the  right 
rev.  bench  supported  the  administration, 
because  they  were  persuaded  the  question 
was  out  of  all  danger ;  and,  on  the  other, 
the  noble  lords  who  had  passed  over  to 
the  government  side  of  the  House  professed 
to  do  the  same  thing,  because  they  thought 
emancipation  would  speedily  be  accom- 
plished. This  state  of  thmgs,  though 
very  convenient  perhaps,  did  not  present 
to  hii  mind  that  plain,  honest,  and  direct, 
course  of  proceeding  which  was  so  conge- 
nial to  the  minds  of  the  people  of  um 
country;  and  he  was  much  mistaken  if  the 
feeling  which  he  entertained  on  that  point 
was  not  becoming  general  throughout  the 
empire.  He  did  not  mean  to  impute  bad 
motives  to  any  person ;  and,  with  respect 
to  the  question  of  Catholic  emancipation 
itself,  he  attached  much  less  impcvtance 
to  it  than  most  of  their  lordships.  He 
thought  that  the  (air  and  honourable 
character  of  public  men  was  of  infinitely 
more  importance;    and  at   the   present 
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moment  it  appeared  to  him,  that  that 
character  was  liable  to  be  called  in  ques- 
tion. Under  all  circnmstances,  he  must 
repeat,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
give  his  entire  confidence  to  the  administra- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  rose  for  the  pur- 
{>ose  of  denying  what  it  teemed  the  inten- 
tion of  the  last  noble  speaker  to  assert; 
namelj,  that  the  noble  lords  who  sat  on 
that  side  of  the  House  constituted  a  fac- 
tious opposition.  Thoueh  he  spoke  from 
those  benches,  he  trusted  he  should  not  be 
classed  as  one  of  a  factious  Opposition.  He 
had  always  been  the  strenuous  supporter 
of  a  regular  government,  and  entertained 
a  strong  feeling  of  loyalty  for  hit  king, 
and  of  attachment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  country,  in  church  and  state.  An 
adherence  to  those  principles  had  sup- 
ported the  country  trough  all  its  diffi- 
culties, and  had  procured  for  it  permanent 
peace  and  prosperity.  A  departure  from 
those  prmciples  he  considered  dangerous 
to  the  welfare  of  the  empire.  Such  being 
his  opinion,  be  found  it  impossible  to  give 
his  support  to  the  administration. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  as  a  peer  of  parliament,  he 
had  always  endeavoured,  tnough  perhaps 
he  might  not  always  have  been  successful, 
to  confine  the  observations  which  he  ad- 
dressed to  their  lordships  to  such  points 
as  were  immediately  under  consideration ; 
or  at  least  to  such  as  were  likely  soon  to 
be  brought  under  consideration.  How- 
ever, since  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
after  the  recess,  it  had  been  greatly  the 
fashion  to  enter  into  discussions  totally 
irrelevant  to  any  motions  before  the 
House,  and,  instead  of  standing  upon 
general  principles,  to  make  professions  of 
political  faith,  not  only  of  the  government 
or  the  individuab  representing  it,  but  of 
ahnost  every  person  who  sat  on  that  side 
of  the  House.  As  it  generally  happened 
that  people  caught  something  of  the  man- 
ners of  the  company  amongst  whom  they 
aat,  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  ^e  should 
himself  indulge  in  some  of  those  irregular 
observations  of  which  he  had  heaud  so 
much  from  others.  He,  amongst  others, 
had  been  put  on  his  trial— not  for  any 
opinion  he  had  expressed— not  for  any 
yote  he  had  given — not  far  any  principle 
he  had  abandoned — bat  only  because  he 
had  changed  his  seat  He  was  called 
upon  to  explam  why  he  had  chaneed  his 
-•eat  in  that  House ;  and  this  calJ,  be  it 


observed,  was  made  particularly  by  those 
who  had  themselves  changed  their  seats 
at  the  same  time  that  he  had  changed  his. 
He  believed  he  might  venture  to  sa^,  that 
he  disagreed  upon  every  point  with  the 
noble  lords  who  had  lately  left  the  king's 
service.  There  was  scarcely  one  of  me 
various  topics  which  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of  parliament,  with  respect 
to  which  he  did  not  disagree  with  them. 
That  very  circumstance,  then,  would  suffi- 
ciently account  ibr  his  supporting  the 
remnant  of  the  late  administration,  when 
he  found  those  noble  lords  opposing  it. 
Such  a  course  of  conduct  proved  the  con- 
sistency of  both  parties.  The  noble  lord 
who  spoke  last  but  one,  had  put  the  with- 
drawal of  his  confidence  from  the  govern- 
ment entirely  on  the  ground  of  the  state 
of  the  Catholic  question ;  although  at  the 
same  time  he  said,  that  the  government 
vras  formed  on  the  principle  of  lord  Liver* 
pool's  administration.  Now,  he  held, 
that  the  government  was  not  founded  on 
the  principle  of  lord  Liverpool's  adminis- 
tration. The  present  government  did  not 
hold  out  the  same  prospects  as  that  of 
lord  Liverpool.  He  had  heard  it  stated 
by  those  wno  had  left  the  administration, 
that  the  principle  of  lord  Liverpool's  go- 
vernment was,  that  there  should  be  a  per- 
son who  was  inimical  to  the  Catholic 
claims  at  the  head  of  it.  He  had  heard 
it  so  stated  in  that  House.  Either  that 
statement  was  true  or  it  was  not.  The 
noble  lords  opposite  alleged,  that  it  was 
one  of  their  reasons  for  retiring  from  office, 
that  the  principle  of  lord  Liverpool's  admi- 
nistration had  been  departed  from,  in  the 
appointment  of  a  prime  minister  who  was 
favourable  to  the  Catholic  claims.  Let  it 
not  be  supposed  that  he  was  blaming  the 
noble  loras  for  retiring  from  the  adminis- 
tration. On  the  contrary,  he  rejoiced  so 
much  at  that  event,  that  he  was,  perhaps, 
too  prone  to  view  it  with  a  certain  degree 
of  favour.  He  thought  they  had  a  perfect 
right  to  resign  if  they  thought  proper. 
They  had,  however,  stated  in  justification 
of  those  proceedings,  that  the  principles 
of  lord  Liverpool's  administration  had 
been  departed  from.  That  had  been 
staled  over  and  over  aeain ;  and  the  par- 
ticular in  which  this  departure  was  most 
evidoit  was  the  appointment  of  a  person 
to  be  at  the  head  of  the  government  who 
was  friendly  to  the  Catholic  claims.  A 
noble  lord  who  had  lately  been  called  up 
to  that  House,  bad  told  their 
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SSie,JJ^    nwjy  were  shortly  these 

^^go^^^^moat  points,  he  thought  he 

ZjJ^'^  vfjih  those  who  conducted  the 

'^^u    He  would  brieflv  stote  what 

gH^'^p^a^  ^  which  he  aUuded ;  but 

jfirs^^jto  inform  their  loxdships  that 

li#  i'^^^pot  look  at  only  one  side  of  the 

(h^yif     When  he  was  asked  to  account 


^  consequences  u  ne  aid  not  (  Am  nere 
?^^'abed  it  to  be  undeistood,  that,  though 


ZpfifiJ^j^  of  himself,  he  meant  his  obserra- 
^^lorto  apply  to  persons  of  much  greater 
^jasequeqce  than  he  could  pret^qd  to. 
Whether  the  present  government  was  com* 
posed  precisely  of  those  individuals  whom 
he  wouU  recommend  to  the  king  for  his 
ministers,  he  had  no  right  to  say ;  but  he 
would  ask  this  plain  (piestion — "  If  the 
government  cannot  staj^d  without  such 
support  as  I  can  give  it,  what  will  be  the 
consequences  of  its  fallij\g  V  The  conse- 
f]^eaces  of  its  being  overturned  must  of 
necessity  be  the  establishment  in  full 
power,  of  that  very  party  and  those  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  qpent  his  whole  poli- 
tical life  in  .opposing.  He  thought  it 
would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  country 
to  prevent  the  consequences  which  he  had 
pomted  out ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  it 
wouki  tend  to  the  dignity  of  parliaip^nt, 
or  the  honour  of  public  men,  to  be  con*- 
ytantly  harping  on  the  state  of  the 
government,  without  Ringing  it  to  the 
test,  whether  the'  majority  of  the  House 
placed  confidence  in  it  or  not — ^The  noble 
lords  opposite  found  fault  with  being  called 
a-factiotts  Opposition;  but,  when  they  had 
eat  a  little  longer  on  those  benches,  they 
would  not  be  very  sore  about  the  use  of 
any  particular  phrase.  Ifthe  phrase  meant, 
that  the  noble  lords  were  doing  aa]r  thmg 
illegal  or  improper,  in  their  own  view  <K 
the  subject,  they  had  a  right  to  reject  it. 
He  saw  noAi<%  wcojdStit^tMoal  ifx 


caodttdt;  though  he  certainly  could  not 
help  discovering  something  like  impatience 
in  tlieir  proceedings.*    Their  conauct  re- 
funded him  of  an  anecdote  which  a  noble 
esrl  had  related,  more  than  twenty  years 
ago.    To  the  best  of  his  recollection  it  run 
thus : — ^  It  happened,  once  upon  a  time, 
in  a  certain  country,  that  all  the  men  were 
changed  into  women,  and  ^11  the  women 
were  changed  into  men.    In  the  course  of 
the  transformation^  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
maids  ot  honour  to  be  changed  into  dra-« 
goon  officers,  and  the  draeoon  officers  to 
be  changed  into  maids  of  honour.    The 
dragoon  officers  who  had  become  maids  of 
honour,  were  at  first  accustomed  to  take 
too  long  strides,  and  behaved  in  other  par^ 
ticulars  a  little  indecorously.    However,  at 
the  end  of  a  month,  they  became  as  de- 
corous, and  as  decent  maids  of  honour  aa 
were  to  be  fou^d  in  any  court  of  Europe. 
Buty  when  the  maids  of  honour  becania 
dragoon  officers-— ph,  such  a  set  of  quarrels- 
some,  impudent,  tioublesome,  xuen  were 
never  betore  seen  in  the  world'    They 
were  .constantly   engaged    in    swearing, 
drinking,  and  breaking  heads.    Thev  were 
also  ,in  thehaUt  of  placing  themselves  at 
the  head, of  the  blackguard  boy»  who  weal 
about  with  Cuy  Fawkes,  and  seizing  that 
(^portunity  for  exciting  riot  and  alarm, 
and  almost  setting  the  town  on  fire"   Ta 
laugh].    He  Vp^  the  noble  Icgrds  wpwd 
not  be  ang^  with  him  for  repeating  the 
story,  because  it  was  in  sorne^  ^j^*'^^  ^^ 
plicable  to  most  oppositions.    Ine  task 
which  diey  had  undertaken  had  long  becai 
his.    He  saw  nothing  factious  in  their 
exercising  their  undoubted  privily,  of 
endeavouring  toenforce  their  opinions.  He 
only,  wished  that  they  would  bring  forward 
some  plain  .and  direct  questbn,  for  he  con*- 
sidered  it  derogatory  from  the  digni^  of 
the  House,  aad  injurious  to  the  .serv  ioe^  of 
the  country,  for  public  men  to  be  flinging 
dirt  at  each  other,  mA  speculating  as  to 
what  nugfat  be  the  prinqiples  of  this  or  .tf 
that  man.    Why  not  Uf^g  the  matter  to 
a  direct  ouestion,  vrith  respect  to  which 
men  might  honourably  differ  or  honour 
ably  agree.    If  it  be  asked,  what  principle* 
I  have  abandoned,  wh^t  opinions  I  have 
altered?    I  anawer,  none.    The  preaeut 
was  not  the  first  time  in  the  course  of  his 
politkal  life,  that  he  had  sat  on  the  side  of 
the  House  from  which  he  was  speaking,  to 
support  an  administration  in  which  he  had 
confidence.    What  were  the  circumstanoea 
uiMler.  vhicK  he  U»i  lat  on  jthoM  baches  ? 
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tht  Gitffaolic  qH6ition'lad  been  discussed 
and  lost;  subeeqneDlly  to  ivtiich  ao  ad- 
BrinistratioB  "was  formed,  chiefly  of  persons 
wlio  were  fevoumble  to  the  me&sare.  That 
admiaistvatioii  was,  he  believed,  formed  in 
the  earnest  hope  that,  by  means  of  a  pru- 
dent, •oonoiliatoryaystem  of  government, 
and  by  keeping^  the  question  lor  some 
thne  at  rest,  the  country  would  be  gradually 
twepaied  to  aceede  to  the  measure.  Wh«n 
ne  supported  that  administration  on  those 
grfMHxds,  he  was  not  taunted  ^th  incon- 
sistenoy ;  though  he  fdt  then,  as  strongly 
as  he  did  now,  die  importance  of  removing 
the  remaining  disabilities  under  which  the 
Catholics  k£oured.  There  was  nothing 
which  he  would  not  do,  either  in  the  House 
or  out  of  the  House,  to  foiward  that  great 
question ;  and  even  to  accelerate  it.  JBut, 
how  should  he  best  accelerate  it?  By 
flupportin|^  the  present  goTemment,  or  by 
oppotbg  It ;  and  opposing  it,  too,  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  to  pbwer  the  'sincere 
trot  mreterate  enemies  of  emancipation  ? 
Hie  present  administration  was,  in  some 
decree,  compbsed  of  the  matenak  of  the 
old  one ;  but  it  contained  none  of  the 
streneest  enemiesof  emancipation  wlio  were 
induded  in  the  late  cabinet.  A  noble  lord 
had  stated,  that  he  (lord  Holland)  had 
been  constantly  opposmg  every  act  of  lord 
Liverpoors  government.  Now,  during  the 
last  three  years,  he  had  never  divided  in 
that  House  without  voting  on  the  teme 
aide  with  his  majesty's  present  President  of 
the  Council.  He  might  safely  say,  tiiat, 
during  the  period  he  had  mentioned,  he 
had  not  divided  twice  against  lord  Liver- 
poors  government  on  any  subject  except 
the  Cilholic  ouestion.  VSTss  it 'to  be  ex- 
pected that  ne  should,  at  tlie  present 
Moment,  ask  tte  right  hon.  gentleman  at 
tfie  head  of  the  government,  whether  he 
intended  to  pursue -the  aame  poficy  with 
respect  to  foreign  aflUrs,  and  particulariy 
witn  reference  to  the  South  American 
Statas,  and  aho'with  respect  to  commercial 
matteit,  with  which,  m  the  main,  he  had 
for  some  years  past  concurred  ?  Was  he 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whether 
he  still  persisted  in  his  admiration  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  whidi  he  Qord  H.)  never  could 
join  ?  If  such  a  course  were  pursued,  the 
difietences  between  pubKc  men  would  be 
perpetual.  All  views  of  government  and 
legnlatkin  would  be  as  isolated  and  uncon- 
c«ted  as  the  leaned  lord  on  the  cross 
bench  descrttied  the  late  resignatmns  to 
-have  been.     That  decIaratiQn  certaiiily 


surprised  .hhn.  The  learned  lord  aaid,  Untt 
he  nad  hhnself  long  intended  to  retire^  and 
that  it  was  a  consolation  to  know  it.  He 
had,  however,  kept  his  intention  in  abey^ 
ance  for  forty  years,  before  he  carried  it 
into  execution. — ^But  to  return  to  the  ques- 
tton.--^n  what  subjects,  he  wished  to 
know,  did  he  disagreewtth  lord  Liverpool*a 
gotremment?  The  lords  seceders  (he 
really  d^  not  know  how  to  designate  tiie 
mass  of  retired  ministers)  had  their  '^re 
Of  responsibility  in  all  the  acts  p(  lord 
LiverpooVs  government  with  ^idi  he 
agreed ;  and  therefore  lie  mig^  -wj  that 
he  agreed  widi  them.  When  he  consi- 
dered -tiie  changes  which  had  taken  place 
in  our  commercial  system,  and  the  policy 
which  had  been  Observed  with  respect  to 
the  South  American  Statea— when  lie 
bokednt  theaituation  in  whidi  the  country, 
now  stood,  with  reference  tolbreign  powers^ 
and  contrasted  it  wMi  that  in  which  it  stoofd 
immediately  before  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man now  at  the  head  of  the  government 
acccfded  to  office,  he  could  not  hdo^hdc- 
fng,  that  the  changes  ir)9G)i  had  ^en 
pkce  would  not  hare  hapnened  bat  forthe 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  and  that  ifhe  were 
no  longer  in  the  administration,  but,  iu'hfs 
stead,  the  noble  lords  who  had  resigned, 
a  very  different  line  of  policy  woud  te 
pursued.  He  tiiought,  then,  that  ^ougb 
disagreeing  with  the  adminiBtration  oti 
some  points,  he  might  honourably  give  it 
his  support. — An  afluston  h|{d  been  made 
to  parliamentary  reform.  *No  person  htd 
a  right  to  taunt  him  on  ^at  sutject. 
Twenty  years  ago  he  formed  part  of  a 
government  for  half  a  Tear ;  aira,  during 
diat  time,  he  never  mi  it  his  du^  to 
submit  the  question  of  patiiamentary  leionu 
to  the  consideration  of  parliament  In 
early  life  he  had  certainly  Ibnned  a  strong 
opinion  on  die  subject ;  and  he  still  differed 
fiom  many  of  the  opinions  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment respecting  it.  Howerer,  it  so  hap- 
pened, that  the  question  of  parHamentaij 
reform  had  never  been  mooted  in  their 
lordships'  House  during  his  recollection. 
A  vote  had  neter  been  asked  on  it; 
but  it  was  his  firm  determination  to 
vote  upon  diat  and  every  other  ques- 
tion (excepting,  perhaps,  with  regard 
to  the  propriety  or  bringing  the  Cmo- 
lie  question  forward  this  session)  piecisdy 
in  die  same  wav  as  he  would  luive  doae 
had  he  retained  nis  -former  seat.  He  ad' 
mitted  diat  waut  of  oonfidenceinur  a  good 
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reason  for  withholding  it  from  the  govern- 
ment in  which  that  individual  was  placed  ; 
but  it  was  too  much  to  charge  individuals 
who  did  not  feel  that  degree  of  distrust, 
with  acting  inconsistently  in  supporting 
that  minister,  because  they  did  not  agree 
with  him  on  all  speculative  points.    The 
worst  of  this  mode  of  argument  was,  that 
it    imposed  a  sort   of   tax  on  political 
opinion.    Besides  which,  it  led  to  crimi- 
nation and  recrimination;    in  the   daily 
practice  of  which  no  great  body  of  men 
could  indulge  without  lowering  their  cha- 
racter in  the  opinion  of  the  public.     He, 
therefore,  thought  the  practice  unsalutary. 
When  he  heard  a  noble  duke  declare,  that 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  the  person 
at  the  head  of  the  government  to  be  the 
most  profligate  minister  that  ever  existed ; 
and  when  he  recollected,  that  that  noble 
duke  had  supported  a  government  which 
bad  placed  in  the  hands  of  that  individual 
the  important  trust  of  negotiating  with 
foreign  powers,  and  also  of  managing  the 
business  of  his  majesty's  government  in 
the  other  House  of  parliament,  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  the  noble  duke 
was  himself  guilty  of  that  inconsistency 
with  which  he  was  so  ready  to  charge 
others,  who  had  given  a  cordial,  disinter^ 
ested,  and  uniform,  support  to  lord  Liver- 
.pool's  administration,    whilst    the  noble 
duke's  support  had  been  rather  lukewarm 
on  sundry  topics.     It  was  impossible  fairly 
to  charge  him  (lord  Holland)  with  incon- 
sistency in  the  course'  he  was  now  pursu- 
ing with  respect  to  the  Catholic  question ; 
ibr  he  thought  he  was  doing  all  in  his 
jpower  to  advance  that  cause,  by  giving 
his  support  to  government,  rather  than 
by  withdrawing  it  at  the  risk  of  the  form- 
ation of  a  new  administration,  decidedly 
hostile  to  emancipation.    There  was  one 
j)oint  to  which  he.  begged  leave  to  direct 
the  attention  of  their  lordships.     It  was 
a  question  in  which  the  body  of  the  Db- 
senters   were   deeply  concerned.     They 
]>roposed  to  bring  their  case  before  parlia- 
ment during  the  present  session,   if,  on 
better  consideration,  they  should  not  think 
proper   to    adopt   another   course.     He 
wished,   however,   to  state  fairly  to  the 
House,  that,  if  he  should  be  called  on  to 
move  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Cor- 
poration actSy  he  would  do  so.    That  was 
a  question  which  had  never  been  moved 
in  the  House  in  his  time.    Those  persons 
who  affected  to  idolize  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  ou|^t  to  consider  what  had  been  the 


conduct  of  that   minister,    before  they 
condemned  others  for  inconsistency .^    Did 
Mr.  Pitt  never  form  part  of  an  administra- 
tion the  members  of  which  differed  on  par- 
ticular points  ?    Did  he  not,  when  chan- 
cellor of   the  Exchequer,  move  Parlia^ 
mentary  Reform?    Did  he  not  continue, 
year  after  year,  to  recommend  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Slave-trade,  though  he  had 
heard  jpersons  say,  that,  if  Mr.  Pitt  had 
exertea  himself  to  the    utmost   of  his 
ability,  he  might  have  carried  the  latter 
measure  sooner  than  it  was  carried.    Yet 
he  never  heard  it  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had 
dishonoured  himself  by  differing  from  his 
colleagues  on    those   questions.      Those 
persons  who  were  most  desirous  that  Mr, 
Pitt  should  be  thought  highlyof,  described, 
as  the   subversion  of  the  Protestant  in- 
terest, the  measure  which  Mr.  Pitt  was 
most    earnest    to    carry  into  execution. 
Were  he  disposed  to  go  more  minutely 
into  the  history  of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  should 
have  little  difficulty  in  proving,  that  he 
often  sat  in  a  cabinet,  where  the  difference 
of  opinion  that  prevailed  rendered  it  what 
might  be  considered  a  provisional  govern- 
ment.— He  would  now  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  declared  motives  of  the  noble  lords 
who  had  resigned.     He  had  at  once  to 
declare,  that  all  notions  of  concerting, 
and  of  dictating  to  the  king  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  prerogative,  was  mere  stuff  and 
nonsense.    If  those  noble  lords  believed, 
that  the  appointment  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  government 
would  be  injurious,  they  did  right  to  rci- 
sign ;  and  he  thought,  that  if  they  did  not 
do  wrong,  they  at  least  acted  very  foolishly 
in  not  concerting.     He  thought  further, 
that  with  their  opinions  it  would  be  per- 
fectly constitutional  to  combine  for  the 
purpose  of  persuading  his  majesty  to  re- 
consider the  exercise  of  his  prerogative. 
He  would  go  a  step  further,  and  say,  that 
no  political  event,  no  public  proceeding, 
had  ever  given  him  such  heartfelt  joy  as 
their  resignation.     He  was  ready  to  thank 
them  for  what  they  had  done,     tie  agreed 
with  those  noble  individuals  in  thinking, 
that  the  appointment  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  a  great  step  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  that  measure  which 
they  deprecated.      A  noble    baron  had 
stated,  that  he  would  oppose  the  govern- 
ment because  he  thought  its  present  con- 
struction, and  the  exclusion  of  the  exclu- 
sionists,  was  likely  ultimately  to  lead  to 
some  relaxation  of  the  restrictive  laws 
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agftifist  the  Catholics.  That  was  all  very 
well,  so  far  as  it  went;  but  then  the  noble 
baron  turned  round,  andcaHed  upon  those 
who  supported  the  Catholic  question  to 
vote  against  the  ministers,  because  that 
question  was  abandoned.  This  might  be 
a  very  good  mode  of  getting  votes  from 
two  parties.  To  one  the  .  noble  baron 
woukl  say,  ^*  You  must  oppose  the  govern- 
ment, for  it  is  clear  they  intend  to  carry  the 
Catholicquestion,ofwhichwe  disapprove  ;*' 
and,  in  the  next  breath,  he  would  turn 
round  to  the  other  party,  and  say,  **  You 
must  be  blind  if  you  do  not  see  that  the 
government  has  completely  abandoned 
the  question — ^that  they  have  put  it  off 
ad  Gr^tcas  calendasJ*  This  was  like 
painting  black  and  white  with  the  same 
fanish. — ^The  government  was  not  exactly 
what  he  could  wish  it  to  be ;  but,  being 
compelled  to  make  his  choice  between  two 
things,  neither  of  which  he  perfectly  ap- 
proved, he  could  not  be  blamed  for  taking 
that  which  he  liked  best.  He  had  made 
his  option  to  support  the  government; 
though  he  wishea  some  of  its  principles 
were  other  than  they  were.  It  was  im- 
possible that  the  supporters  of  a  great 
government  should  not  see  in  its  measures 
much  which  they  would  wish  to  have 
altered.  The  allegiance  of  party  did  not 
imply  the  surrender  of  opinion  on  every 
pomt.  He  liked  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment in  the  gross ;  and  thought  that, 
by  supporting  it,  he  was  assisting  the 
cause  of  religious  liberty.  He  differed 
from  the  views  of  all  the  noble  lords  who 
had  retired  from  office.  With  respect  to 
the  learned  lord  who  had  quitted  the 
wool-sack,  however  mischievous  he  might 
conceive  his  public  conduct  to  have  been 
to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  he  felt 
great  regard  for  him,  on  account  of  the 
personal  courtesy  with  which  he  had 
treated  him.  Nevertheless,  he  could  not 
help  expressing  his  surprise  at  havine 
heard  the  learned  lord  say,  that  he  had 
resigned  his  office  for  the  sake  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  Was  it  by  con- 
stantly opposing  the  admission  of  one 
third  of  his  majesty's  subjects  to  the  en- 
ioyment  of  equal  rights,  that  he  manifested 
his  attachmeiit  for  religious  liberty? 
Then,  with  respect  to  civil  liberty,  during 
thirty  years  that  he  had  been  m  parlia- 
ment, he  never  recollected  any  bill  which 
directly  or  indirectly  tended  to  abridge 
civil  liberty,  that  the  learned  lord,  and 

most  of  those  who  sat  around  him.  had 
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not  supported.  For  the  reasons  whitfh  he 
had  aavanced-,  he  would  give  the  govern- 
ment his  support*    * 

The  Earl  of  Winchihea  declared  his  in- 
tention to  support  any  measures  emanat- 
ing from  either  side  of  the  House,  which 
he  conceived  to  be  calculated  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  The  only 
means  of  forming  an  opinion,  with  respect 
to  future  conduct  was,  to  look  at  what  had 
been  the  tenor  of  the  past.  What  confi- 
dence, then,  could  be  placed  in  an  admi- 
nistration which  had  been  formed  out  of 
a  coalition  of  the  most  opposite  parties  ? 
What  security  for  sincerity — ^what  pledge 
of  uprightness— could  such  a  government 
give  ?  It  had  been  sUted,  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  that  the  administra- 
tion was  to  be  conducted  on  the  principles 
of  lord  Liverpool's  government.  But  the 
noble  lord  had  just  mformed  the  House, 
that  the  administration  was  not  to  be  con- 
ducted on  those  principles.  For  that  open 
and  manly  avowal,  he  returned  the  noble 
lord  his  sincere,  thanks.  Tlieir  lordships 
now  knew  how  matters  stood.  There  was 
now  an  end  of  the  bone  of  contention 
which  had  existed  for  so  many  years.  The 
sacrifice  of  opinion  had  not,  it  was  clear, 
been  made  by  the  Whig  party.  It  must 
have  been  made,  in  a  certain  degreet  by 
the  individual  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment. From  the  observation  which  he 
liad  made  of  that  individual's  career,  he 
believed  he  had  made  the  profession' of 
Tory  principles  only  the  steppine-stone 
to  the  eminence  he  had  attemed.  He 
had  no  personal  hostilitv  to  the  individual. 
He  had  never  possessea  the  honour  of  his 
acquaintance.  He,  however,  entertained 
a  strong  political  hostility  towards  him, 
which  was  founded  on  a  review  of  some  of 
the  principal  acte  of  his  public  life.  Pub- 
lic acte  were  public  property,  and  formed  a 
fit  subject  for  comment  bv  a  British  sena- 
tor, in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  There 
were  some  parts  of  the  public  conduct  of 
the  present  head  of  the  government  which 
had  made  a  strong  impression  on  his 
mind.  There  were  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  political  history  of  that 
right  hon.  gentleman,  which  were  calcu- 
lated to  excite  suspicion  and  alarm.  Let 
the  House  call  to  its  recollection  the  con- 
duct of  thai  ri^ht  hon.  individual,  on  the 
occasion  of  an  important  trial  which  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  that  House.  There 
was  not  that  straight-forward,  open,  and 
consistent  line  of  conduct  observable  ia 

2F 


Mt         HOUftB  or  LCHIDS, 

^be  pditiGat  deaKngd  of  thsit  right  h«n. 
genllBmui^  for  which  the  House  and  the 
country  had  a  right  to  look,  hi  one  who 
held  the  firtt  situation  in  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment. When  he  considered  that  the 
present  government  was  supported  hy  in- 
dtviduals  who  all  their  lirH  were  distin- 
guished by  their  seal  in  forwarding  the 
question  of  Catholic  emancipation — ^whea 
he  recollected  that  the  powerful  preroga- 
tiTC  of  the  Crown  had  been  exerted,  in 
selecting  persons  farourable  to  that  mea- 
sure— ^he  owned  he  felt  alarm  at  such  a 
state  of  things.  If,  as  it  was  confidently 
said,  the  question  of  Cathdic  emancipa- 
tion was  to  be  carried  by  the  pesent  mi- 
nisters^ in  God's  name  let  them  at  once 
honesdy  and  openly  say  that  such  was 
their  intention.  Let  not  the  country  be 
deceiTod  by  a  show  of  neutrality,  when  the 
nitentions  of  ministers  were  to  carry  that 
very  question.  Feelingstrongly  the  impolicy 
and  danger  of  conceding  emancipation  to 
the  Catholics,  ho  would,  to  the  last  hour 
of  his  life,  raise  his  humble  voice  in  oppo- 
sition to  their  clafms. 

Lord  Ellenbormtgh  said,  that  the  noble 
baron  opposite  had  shown  a  degree  of  offi- 
cial soreness  which  he  had  not  expected 
from  him,  and  which  appeared  to  have  no 
other  foundation  than  the  existence  of  tin 
Opposition,  which  was  usual  On  occasions 
like  the  present,  and  whose  right  to  ques- 
tion the  proceedings  of  government  his 
noble  friend  seemed  so  desirous  to  control. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  his  noble  friend 
would  have  a  better  regard  for  the  useful 
rights  of  an  Opposition,  and  not  apply  the 
term  "  factious"  to  those  who  felt  it  their 
dnity  to  stand  fbrward  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, foi"  no  other  purpose  than  simply  to 
ascertain  the  principles  on  which  his  ma- 
jesty's government  had  been  formed.  His 
noble  friend  had  declared,  that  he  difiered 
from  those  individuals  who  had  left  his 
majesty's  councils,  on  every  topic;  and 
yet  he  now  supported  a  government,  which 
was  said  to  maintain  the  same  principles 
on  which  the  late  government  was  founaed. 
Now,  he  could  not  exactlv  comprehend 
why  his  noble  friend  should  have  opposed 
the  government  of  the  late  lord  Liverpool, 
and  yet  avow  his  support  of  the  present 
administration,  if  the  fact  wpre  so,  that 
the  principles  of  both  were  similar.  The 
truth,  however,  was,  that  the  country  was 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  know  the  principles  of 
the  present  government ;  and  he  Jconld 
not  but  consider,  that  it  wOtiW  be  highly 


conveitieftt  and  exp«}i«tit^  if  Ike  nebli 
viseouot  opposite  would  at  once  feiferm 
the  House  as  to  what  those  |Mr)nciples 
were.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  nol^le 
viscount  should  disthictly  state  whether 
any  and  what  eiigagement  ministers  had 
entered  into  with  those  who  ga¥e  therii 
thetr  support.  His  noble  Mend  had  avowed, 
that  in  going  over  to  the  other  side  of  th€ 
Mouse,  he  had  not  chariged  his  pHaoiples. 
If  it  wiis  the  case,  howtsver,  thait  the  pre- 
sent administration  was  founded  On  the 
sam6  principles  as  those  professed  by  lord 
Liverpool's  government,  he  felt  inclined  to 
think  that  his  noble  firiend  would  find  th^ 
seat  which  he  had  taken  not  the  most  com-- 
fortable.  M^hat  was  the  security  held,  in 
the  other  House  of  Pariiament,  by  thos« 
who  professed  the  opinions  of  his  noble 
friend  ?  Did  the  mint  offer  that  security, 
or  the  woods  and  forests  ?  Had  any  of 
those  individuals  in  the  other  House,  who 
had  avowed  their  support  of  government, 
taken  any  official  situation,  by  which  they 
were  identified  with  the  acts  of  ministers  ? 
Did  his  noble  friend  and  his  new  support- 
ers forget  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  government  proposed  to 
form  an  administration  on  the  principles 
of  lord  Liverpool  5  by  which  means  the 
Catholic  Question  could  not  by  possibility 
be  carried  f  Where,  then,  woula  be  found 
any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  right  hoft. 
gentleman  to  push  forwtird  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics  ?  and  on  what  other  ground 
had  the  right  hon.  gentleman  claimed  (he 
support  of  that  party,  who  now  came  for- 
ward to  give  him  their  countenance  and 
assistance? — His  noble  friend  had  declared, 
that  the  Whigs  had  not  compromised  their 
principles  in  joining  the  present  adminis- 
tration ;  but  the  Wiigs  as  a  party,  were 
no  longer  in  existence.  That  name,  which 
at  one  time  was  connected  with  all  that 
was  high  and  honourable-— that  name,  un- 
der  which  his  noble  friend  had,  for  so 
many  years,  rendered  his  services  to  the 
country,  following  the  footsteps  of  his  an- 
cestors, and  supporting  their  principles — 
that  name  was  for  ever  annihilated,  and  in 
future  would  exist  only  in  the  records  of 
the  country.  Tlie  Whigs,  as  a  pftrty» 
might  have  had  their  errors ;  but  the  name 
was  associated  with  many  noble  recol- 
lections; it  was  the  great  land-mark  to 
which  the  countrv  looked  with  confidence, 
whenever  a  period  of  national  difficulty 
occurred.    The  party,  however,  was  now 
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.that  CiMir  MtJMlioii  was  cceMonad  by 
^mt  late  iiowortliy  aMiaiiee»  and  by  that 
•aeriiica  of  parsonal  dipdtj^  of  which  there 
was  no  sioulaF  asample  m  the  history  of 
the  couatry .    Wa«  it  poasiWa  to  look  back 
»-«not  for  Che  hist  thiae  weeks,  but  for  the 
last  dirae  yeant^ajod  call  to  recoUeotion 
tiiat  ayitem  of  ^uhtion  which  had  been 
{iraetated  by  mmt  of  the  memberft  of  hia 
majeity'a  govenuaent  Cowarda  that  party 
wWoae  poiicicai  aairtniaa  waa   bow  no 
moie  ?    Waa  it  poiaihie  to  lemember  the 
&ttery  which  had  been  uied»  and  which 
had  so  diaguated  the  public  mind,  and  not 
peroeife  ttutt  the  coalition  which  was  now 
ejected   had   long  been   preconcerted? 
There  exialed,   however,  one  honourable 
exceplion  to  the  aacrifiee  of  dignity  and 
consiiteney,  and  thai  aaception  waa  af- 
forded by  hia  noble  friend  behind  him 
(lord  Orey),  whose  soeeoh  on  a  late  occa- 
aion  was  dittinguithea  by  an  eloquence  to 
which  no  words  could  do  Justice.    If  high 
and  honourable  feeling-^if  coosietency  of 
political  condoct-^were  }n   these   Umes 
worthy  of  approval,  that  speech  would  re* 
fleet  an  honourable  lustre  on  the  cherecter 
of  his  noble  fHend.    That  speech  had  re- 
moved every  inch  of  ground  Aom  the  no- 
ble lord  opposite.    Religious  liberty  was 
one  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  his  noble 
friend  for  the  course  he  iiad  pursued  t  but 
the  speech   of  ^  noble  lord   entirely 
crushed  that  argument,  and  the  country 
would  henceforth  learn  to  form  abetter 
estimate  of  the  value  of  such  professions. — 
But  there  were  circumstances  connected 
with  this  coalition  which  required  expla- 
aationi    It  had  been  publicly  stated,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  now  at  the  head 
of  the  cabinet,   received  an  intimation, 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  ministry,  that 
if  he  were  placed  at  the  head  of  afGnirs,  a 
certain  paitv  would  give  him  their  assist^ 
ence.    He  had  one  or  two  observations  to 
offer  on  this  proposal.    The  irst  was,  that 
if  such  an  hitimation  had  taken  j4ace,  it 
should  have  been  puWcly  stated  in  parlia- 
ment.   In  the  oe3U  piece,  such  a  unkm 
of  interssts  was,  on  principie,  highly  ob- 

{'eetionable ;  because,  the  responsible 
eaders  of  a  party  nlways  in  oppoaition  to 
the  govamment  should  not  be  allowed  sud- 
denly to  give  diat  government  their  sup* 
port;  unless  they  consented  to  take  of- 
fice, and  were  therebt,  in  soma  meaaiirs  re^ 
risible  for  the  esslstanoe  they  aflbrded. 
eonetiitttionai  principles  he  objected  to 
Mch  a  pfooMdiog;  mi  bo  hoped  it  wo«M 


not  be  found,  that  the  leading  misoster  m 
the  House  of  ComBcna  had  beta  holding 
eommunion  with  indindimle  of  opposite 
piinciples,  for  the  parpose  of  oustinc  those 
with  whom  he  had  been  aetine^.  luaffiag 
these  things  pretty  bioadly  hinted,  and 
knowing  that  there  were  prima  Jkcu  fwoh 
of  conduct  worse  than  oiis,  he  wea  justi- 
fied in  viewing  the  conduct  of  the  r^gfat 
hon.  genUemen,  wkh  reference  to  the  iaie 
arrangements,  with  thegreateet  diatraat. 
His  noble  friend  (loid  Laasdown)  had 
given  proof  that  the  acceptance  of  otiee 
was  not  an  object  of  desire  to  him ;  hut 
there  were  otheis,  who,  like  the  litres 
described  by  the  poet,  stood  in  miserable 
nakedness  on  the  banks  of  the  6tyi,  in 
expectation  of  being  (brried  over  :— 

**  Stebant  oraatet  pHmt  tiansmlttere  cttrsam, 
Teadebsntqve  anaaut,  ripis  ulterioris  amom." 

His  noble  friend,  he  was  sure,  was  not 
over  desirous  to  possess  himself  of  office ; 
and  when  he  conCnted  wiUi  his  noble 
friend  upon  the  subject,  he  told  him  that 
he  had  every  disposttioa  to  support  an  ad- 
ministration of  which  he  should  be  a  aaem- 
ber,  but  that  he  could  not  bring  himaslf  to 
support  a  government  of  which  Mr.  Can- 
ning should  form  die  head*    Hia  n<Me 
fHend,  no  doubt,  believed  that,  by  passing 
to  the  other  side  of  the  House,  the  Catho- 
lic cause  would  be  forwaided.    That  cause, 
however,  could  not  be  accelerated  by  any 
ministerial  arrangement,  so  long  as  it  was 
known  that  a  disposition  hostile  to  it  ex- 
isted in  a  high  quarter.     Although  he  pro^ 
fessed  feelings  cf  Uie  greatest  distrust  to- 
wards the  present  government,  he  dkl  not 
mean  to  oppose  its  measures  through  any 
Ihctious  feeling ;  but  it  was  his  firm  deter- 
mination at  Uie  same  time  to  view  everv 
measure  brought  forward  bv  mintsten  with 
the  greatest  suspicion  and  aistrttst.»^With 
regard  to  the  supposition,  that  the  Catho- 
\k  cause  would  be  forwarded  by  the  pre- 
ponderance of  interest  in  its  fhvour,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  new  amngements,  th^ 
circumstance  could  have  no  other  eliect, 
than  to  excite  hones  in  Ireland  that  must, 
in  the  end,  be  blasted,  and  to  raise  the 
lears  of  ProtesUnU  In  this  country.    No 
man  wished  more  fbrvently  than  be  did  to 
see  the  question  of  Catholic  emancipation 
carried ;  but  he  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to 
the  dilfioulties  by  which  it  was  surrounded. 
If  he  went  into  the  cabinet  of  the  king, 
those  difficulties  met  him  there.    In  every 
church  they  met  him.    The  withholding 
of  that  great  national  questien,  deprived 
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his  m8|€8ty  of  many  excellent  subjects, 
;  vhose  talents  would  be  devoted  to  his  ser- 
vice ;  and,  so  long  as  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics were  disallowed,  the  sanctuaries  of 
private  life  would  not  be  respected,  the 
ties  of  friendship  would  be  violated,  and 
those  of  kindred  severed.  In  England  the 
withholdin|^  of  that  measure  might  be 
called  a  gnevance,  but  in  Ireland  it  vras  a 
malediction.  He  therefore  deprecated  any 
attempt  to  awaken  hopes  that  must  end  in 
disappointment,  and  be  attended  perhaps 
with  worse  consequences ;  for  despair  would 
infallibly  be  the  result  in  Ireland,  when 
the  expectations  so  -  im])roperly  excited 
should  be  blasted.  ,  He  wished  the  ques- 
tion not  to  be  agitated  at  present,  but  left 
to  the  good  sense  and  growing  liberality  of 
the  peo(^e  of  this  country,  who,  he  was 
convinced,  would,  at  no  very  distant  day, 
be  induced  to  for^o  their  prejudices  on 
the  subject. 

Lord  Ooderich  said,  that  the  noble  baron 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  frankly  stated 
his  intention  of  taking  every  opportunity, 
convenient  or  inconvenient,  of  manifesting 
to  their  lordships  and  the  country  his  de- 
termination to  carry  on  that  which  he 
had,  in  the  early  part  of  these  discussions, 
described  as  an  uncompromising  hostility 
to  the  present  government.  He  had  plainly 
avowed,  that  his  object  was,  by  those  se> 
paratis,  inconvenient  and  unsatisfactory,  de- 
bates, to  produce  an  impression  on  the  public 
mind.  Such  might  be  his  object ;  but,  in 
effecting  it,  those  who  were  thus  put  upon 
their  trial  had  the  most  unjust  imputations- 
cast  upon  them,  and  were  revilea  as  men 
almost  incapable  of  honourable  and  proper 
feelings.  He  complained  of  this  course  as 
most  unjust ;  and  he  declared  that,  if  fair 
dealing  was  intended,  it  ought  no  longer  to 
be  pursued.  If  they  were  to  be  told  that 
they  did  not  deserve  the  confidence  of  the 
country,  for  God's  sake  let  a  motion  be 
brought  before  the  House  for  that  purpose ; 
he  sought  for  nothing  else.  It  was  im- 
possible for  those  who  were  enga^d  in  the 
service  of  his  majesty  to  do  justice  to  the 
duties  they  had  undertaken,  if  they  were 
to  be  attacked  in  this  way.  When  those 
imputations  were  thrown  upon  them  they 
were  expected  to  treat  them  with  indif- 
ference. For  himself,  he  must  declare, 
that  he  should  meet  the  decision  of  such 
a  question,  when  it  came — if  ever  it  did 
come — with  that  perfect  fearlessness  which 
be    had    hitherto   shown    upon  political 

questions  j  and,  if  the  results  should  prove 
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different  fiom  his  anticipations,  he  should 
still  feel  the  greatest  indifference.  But  he 
was  not  indifferent  to  the  language  with 
which  he  and  his  friends  had  been,  for 
some  time  past,,  assailed.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  remain  altogether  insensible  to  the 
violence  of  that  language.  Did  the  noble 
lord  imagine  that  ministers  were  ice  or 
stones?  True  it  was,  that  they  had  hi- 
therto thought  it  necessarv  to  their  honour 
and  character  to  repress  the  feelings  vidiich 
the  language  to  which  their  lordships  had 
recently  listened,  was  calculated  to  excite 
in  their  breasts.  It  had  hitherto  been  the 
duty  of  the  side  of  the  House  on  which  he 
sat  to  repress  those  feelings ;  but  he  trusted 
that  in  future  such  a  distressing  necessity 
would  cease  to  exist,  as  he  expected  that, 
in  candour,  a  question  and  a  vote,  to  de« 
termine  what  the  real  sentiments  of  the 
House  were,  would  be  introdut:ed.  He 
did  not  quarrel  with  the  noble  lord  for 
doing  all  that  it  might  be  in  his  power  to 
do,  to  hurl  mjnisters  from  their  present 
seats.  If  it  was  the  opinbn  of  noble 
lords  in  that  House,  and  of  honourable 
gentlemen  elsewhere,  that  he,  and  those 
with  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  acting, 
had  forfeited  the  confidence  of  parliament 
and  of  the  country,  in  the  name  of  God, 
let  their  lordships  definitively  pronounce  ao 
opinion  to  the  effect,  and  let  the  present 
ministry  be  sent  about  their  business* 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  not  de- 
served to  be  thus  stigmatized;  let  there  be 
an  end  to  so  pet^  and  harassing;  warfare. 
All  that  he  or  his  friends  could  say  was, 
that  they  were  anxious  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion fairly,  if  any  noble  lord  would  bring  it 
fairly  forward.  But  he  must,  once  for  all, 
protest,  in  the  most  decided  manner, 
against  being  thus  baited,  night  after 
night,  with  questions  so  artfully  contrived, 
as  that  silence,  upon  the  part  of  himself 
and  his  colleagues,  could  he  tortured  into 
the  most  unjust  and  injurious  conslructions. 
The  questions  which  the  noble  lord  had, 
that  night,  thought  proper  to  put  were  not, 
however,  of  a  nature,  even  though  un- 
answered, to  justify  such  conclusions ;  but 
he  would,  nevertheless,  give,  without  the 
slightest  hesitation,  the  most  explicit 
answer  to  those  questions ;  still  maintain- 
ing that  he  might,  with  perfect  propriety, 
stand  on  his  right  of  refusal.  The  noble 
lord  had  inquired  whether,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  government,  there  had 
been  any  stipulation  either  in  favour  of  or 
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bimselfy  ai  well  as  for  his  colleagues,  he 
could  assure  their  lordships,  that  he  had 
never  heard  of  any  such  stipulation,  either 
the  one  way  or  the  other ;  and  that,  as  far 
as  he  knew,  it  only  had  existence  in  those 
?ague  rumours  to  which  the  noble  lord  had 
thought  proper  to  lend  the  weight  of  his 
name  and  character.     If  any  such  engage- 
ment had  been  proposed  to  him,  he  would 
at  once  haye  rejected  it — he  would  not 
say  with  scorn,  but  in  a  manner  which 
must  have  for  ever  precluded  the  renewal 
of  a  proposition  of  a  similar  nature.    He 
had  spent  some  time  in  parliament;  and 
he  must  say  that,  during  his  political  ex- 
perjrnce,  he  had  never  heard  made,  against 
any  adininistration,  a  char^  more  false 
and  groundless  than  that  which  their  lord- 
ships had  recently  heard.    For  himself  he 
could  only  say,  that  he  appealed  to  the 
tenor  of  his  whole  life,  as  the  best  re- 
futation of  such  a  calumny.   While  making 
this  assertion,  he  was  far  from  accusing 
noUe    lords    with    having    alleged    that 
which    they   knew    to    be    untrue.     He 
doubted  not  that  their  lordships  believed  all 
that  they  assorted  ;  but  he  was  sure  that 
their  lordships  and  the  country  would  con- 
cur in  his  opinion  as  to  the  error  under 
which  these  noble  lords  laboured.     He 
professed  to  know    nothing    concerning 
the  proposals  of  assistance  and  conjunc- 
tion asserted  to  have  been  tendered  by 
those,  whose  usual  seat  was  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  House  totliat  of  the  right 
non.  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  government.     But  even  were  he  better 
instructed  in  thisrespect,  he  saw  no  reason 
which  could  induce  him  to  be  communica- 
tive.    He  was  totally  at  •a  loss  to  under- 
stand how  noble  lords  could  possibly  jus- 
tify to  themselves  a  system  of  hostility, 
founded  upon  idle  and  groundless  rumour. 

Lord  AlenhoTOiugh  observed,  that  his 
questions  were  grounded  on  admissions 
from  noble  lords  opposite. 

Viscount  Ooderick  said,  that  the  only 
admission  of  which  the  noble  lord  could 
avail  himself  was,  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  the  administration 
had  done  his  utmost  to  form  an  efficient  i 
and  powerful  administration,  without  any 
sacri6ce  of  public  principle. 

Lord    Ellenborough   agreed    with    the  j 
noble  viscount,  but  still  asserted,  that  that 
adminbtration  could  not  go  on. 
.    Viscount  Goderich  said,  that  that  re- 
mained to  be  proved,  and  he  most  anxi- 
ously desired  to  have  the  question  solved 


by  a  parliamentary  vote.    The  mode  of 
assault  to  which  he  was  now  directing  a 
repulse,  was  not  of  that  species  which  the 
manliness  and  candour  of  the  noble  lord 
would  have  induced  him  to  expect;    he 
had  thought  that  the  noble  lord  would 
have  immediately  come  into  collision  with 
ministers,  and  fairly  contested  the  debate- 
able  ground,  insteaid  of  skirmishing  at  the 
out-posts,    and  annoying  his  opponents, 
without  any  definite  object.     It  was  con- 
trary to  the  expectation  which  he  had 
formed  of  the  noble  lord's  conduct,  to  be 
bemired   and  baited  daily  like  a  male- 
!  factor.    The  administration  was  not  tried, 
and  all  he  desired  was  fair  play.  Ministers 
wished  to  justify  their  characters;   they 
were .  mutually  anxious  to  rescue  them- 
selves from  such  a  species  of  harassing 
persecution.     He  would  not  touch  upon 
the  Catholic  question,  as  it  involved  too 
much  discussion.    On  the  present  occa- 
sion he  could  not,  however,  refrain  from 
testifying  his  advocacy  of  that  measure, 
as  sincerely  as  any  of  his  present  or  former 
colleagues.     But  that  attachment  had  its 
bounds,  and  would  not  carry  the  question 
by  main  force;  neither  would  the  noble 
lord  himself,   under  the   circumstances. 
The  noble  lord's  speech  contained  a  most 
extraordinary  charge.     It   implied,    that 
tliere  should  be  an  ecjuality  on  both  sides 
on  the  Catholic  question.     He  would  ask 
the  noble  lord,  if  that  was  not  the  state  of 
the  cabinet,  at  the  head  of  which  lord 
Liverpool  sat  for  fifteen  years  ?     And  yet 
that  cabinet  did  not  receive  the  noble  lord's 
support.     He  had  often  wished  its  disso- 
lution, and  now  proposed  it  as  a  model. 
He  (lord  Goderich)    did   not  adopt  the 
principle  of  necessary  equality  upon  the 
Catholic  question ;  and  ne  felt  that,  as 
the  cabinet  was  formed  with  respect  to  it, 
he  was  left  open  to  take  office  under  the 
right  bon.  gentleman.     The  component 
parts  of  lord  Ltverpoors  government  still 
remained,  and  let  uie  test  be  its  acts.  The 
remaining  members  of  that  cabinet  had 
given  their  counsels  to  the  king  for  more  than  * 
fifteen  years;  and  had,  through  good  repute 
and  through  evil  repute,  borne  the  country 
through  all  its  most  alarming  perib.  Could 
any  sacrifice  of  principle  be  alleged  against 
the  members  of  the  present  government  ? 
The  political  members  of  it  repelled  any 
such  insinuation.    Their  principles  were 
unchanged,  and  all  he  asked  of  Uieir  lord- 
ships, was  to  suspend  their  censure  until 
proofs  were  adduc^  to  justify  it. 
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The  Marquis  of  Lmudxmm  md,  ke 
cottM  iK>t  b»t  express  hit  mrpriae  and 
tegrH  at  the  unexpected  discumon  which 
fta^  taken  place.  He  should  fed  most 
happy  to  giTe  the  noble  lord  opposhe,  or 
any  other  noble  lord,  the  fullest  explana- 
tion on  any  subject  connected  with  his 
majesty's  gOTemment,  prorided  the  ques- 
tion was  brought  forward  on  proper  notica 
in  the  regular  form;  but  he  must  con- 
demn in  the  strongest  manner,  these  irre- 
levant discussions.  'When  any  qnestion 
was  brought  before  their  lonisbtps  that 
called  Ibr  hiquiry,  he  shoHid  feel  no  objec- 
tion to  discuss  it  item  by  item,  but  he  would 
not  be  induced  lo  ghre  any  explanation 
to  rumours  gleaned  from  newspapers,  and 
reports  gathered  from  the  registers  of  past 
times,  for  the  purpose  of  heaping  odium  on 
a  gOTemment  whi<4i  was  framed  on  prin- 
erples  as  honest  and  as  honourable  as  any 
that  had  erer  been  fe^rmed  in  the  country. 
He  should  not,  however,  be  betrayed  by 
his  feelings — though  he  left  the  House  to 
judge  what  those  feelings  were — out  of 
that  track  which  he  felt  most  consistent 
with  his  own  character,  and  most  con- 
formable to  the  wishes  of  those  with  whom 
he  had  the  honour  to  act.  It  was  said  by 
the  noble  lord  opposite  that  the  coalition 
which  he  (lord  Lansdown)  and  his  party 
had  formed  with  Mr.  Canning's  govern- 
ment was  unworthy  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  The  noble  lord,  also,  in  direct 
terms  spoke  of  a  correspondence  carried  on 
for  unworthy  motives.  Such  charges  he 
at  once  asserted  to  be  false.  He  did  not 
mean,  of  course,  to  attach  a  direct  false- 
hood to  the  noble  lord ;  but  his  assertion 
was  certainly  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
proofs  of  a  disposition  to  believe  that  which 
happened  to  agree  with  his  own  views  and 
wishes.  He  hoped  his  majesty's  govem- 
ment  would  be  judged  of  by  iU  acts.  The 
characters  of  public  men  should  not  be 
aspersed  by  the  imputations  of  unworthy 
motives.  The  day  would  shortly  come 
when  those  who  were  connected  with 
that  government  would  be  found  to  have 
acted  from  the  most  disinterested,  patriotic, 
and  honourable,  motives.  If  the  noble 
lord  who  commenced  the  attack  really 
credited  one  tenth  of  the  reports  to  which 
he  had  given  such  ready  belief,  he  would 
not  be  mmg  his  dutv  to  the  House  or  to 
the  country,  if  he  did  not  speedily  bring 
forward  a  motkm,  the  eflect  of  which 
would  be,  to  bring  the  whole  question  before 
P«d>Ment.     The  noMt  hxd,  who  had 
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sinpped  ioco  the  ranks  of  dia  Opposition 
bcmraheknewthe  princtplca  of  tka  govern- 
ment he  stood  forwud  to  oppose,  ought  in 
justKc,  and  consistently  with  his  own 
manliness  of  chamctet,  to  bring  forward  a 
motion,  such  as  that  to  which  he  had 
aUuded.  For  the  honour  of  parliament^ 
and  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  country, 
this  ought  speedily  to  be  done.  Not  ooly 
the  character  of  government  reqairad  that 
I  inquiry,  but  the  character  of  the  Opposition 
also  demanded  it ;  and  he  could  assurt  tha 
House,  whenever  that  motifm  was  brought 
forward,  it  should  be  readily  mat  by  his 
majesty's  government* 

Case  of  Miss  TuavEft.]  The  Earl 
of  Jifdaft  presented  a^itkm  lh>m  Edwaid 
Gibbon  Wakefield.  The  petitmnar  stated* 
that  the  most  material  allagatiotis  of  the 
petition  of  William  Turner  were  untrue. 
He  prayed  their  lordships'  permission  to 
be  heard  personally  at  their  lordships'  bar, 
against  any  bill  that  might  be  introduced 
to  dissolve  the  marriage  between  him  and 
Miss  Ellen  Turner ;  and  he  stated  in  the 
event  of  their  lordships'  allowing  him  to 
appear  at  their  bar,  that  he  should  be 
unable  to  avail  himself  of  that  permission, 
unless  by  an  express  order  of  tho  House, 
as  he  was  at  present  confined  in  gaol  by 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  King^s-bench. 
The  order  of  the  day  for  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  was  then  moved.  The 
petition  of  W.  Turner  was  read  by  the 
clerk.  It  contained  a  statement  of  the 
fects  relative  to  the  marriage  of  Mtsa 
Turner  which  were  proved  on  the  trial  of 
E.  G.  Wakefield.  The  petition  of  E.  O. 
Wakefield  was  rtso  read. 

Earl  Orosvenor  said,  he'  thought  much 
credit  was  due  to  the  noble  arid  learned 
lord  who  had  brought  this  questk>n  before 
their  lordships,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
do  the  promptest  justice  to  the  unfortunate 
girl  who  was  the  cause  of  the  present  pro- 
ceeding. If  it  was  their  lordships'  inten* 
tion  to  act  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
proposed  for  them  to  act,  every  moment 
was  lost,  if  they  did  not  at  once  proceed  lo 
act  in  that  way.  It  was  impossible  Ibr 
theh'  lordships  to  conceive  the  dbtreas 
and  agony  of  mind  of  that  unfortunate 
fkmily,  in  Whose  favour  it  was  proposed  to 
k>gislate.  With  respect  to  the  view  he 
took  of  the  question,  he  did  thnk  that, 
supposing  no  precedent  could  be  found  to 
bear  upon  the  case,  their  lordshms  ought 
to  go  a  Kttkout  of  tkek  way  and  tdifl  a 
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pmcftdmit,  on  a  cne  which  was  so  ex- 
traoidinarv.    Thare  was  a  precedent  on 
^air  lordships'  Joumab,  which,  though  it 
was  not  exactly  in  point,  yet,  with  a  little 
altemtion,  might  be  adopted  in  the  pre- 
Isent  case.     He  alluded  to  the  case  of  Miss 
Wharton,  in  the  year  1691.     That  case, 
he  considered,  might,  with  a  little  allow- 
ance, be  applied  to  the  present  one.  There 
was  eertainly  some  difference  between  the 
two.     Miss  Whcurton  had  been  originally 
carried  away  by  force ;  yet^  by  subsequent 
persuasion,  the  marriage  had  talcen  place 
with  consent  of  the  lady.     In  the  present 
te,  though  there  was  no  actual  force  em- 
/pioyed,  yet  there  was — that  which  was 
^equivalent  to  actual  force — ^moral  force 
\  usied,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  young 
•  lady  had  been  taken  from  the  place  where 
she  had  been  placed  for  instruction,  to  the 
place  where  theceremony  of  the  marriage  was 
gone  through.  He  felt,  however,  somewhat 
relieved  from  the  anxiety  under  which  he 
laboured,  by  the  remark  made  by  a  learned 
lord,  whose  opinion  was  entitled  to  con- 
siderable  weight.      That    learned    lord 
stated,  that,  in  many  instances,  fraud  was 
equivsJent  to  force ;  and,  if  there  ever  could 
arise  en  occasion  in  which  fraud  ought  to  be 
considered  equal  to  force,  it  was  the  occa* 
sion  now  before  their  lordships.     In  that 
case  justice  could  only  be  real,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  was  prompt.     If  the  cause  were 
to  be  tried  in  the  Ecclesiastical  court,  there 
was  no  saying  for  how  long  a  period  it 
might  continue  in  that  court,  before  a  de- 
cision would  be  pronounced.     He  un- 
derstood, besides,  that  relief  could  not  be 
administered  in  the  Ecclesiastical  court, 
because  the  person  wlio  alone  could  prove 
the  facts  of  the  case  could  not  be  brought 
forward  as  a  witness.     It  had  been  sug- 
gested, that  it  would  be  better  to  legalize 
the  admission  of  that  particular  evidence 
in  the  Ecclesiastical  court,  which  at  pre- 
sent could  not  be  admitted,  rather  than 
meet  the  case  promptly  by  an  act  of  par- 
liament.   But,  if  such  a  course  were  to  be 
adopted,  it  would  be  attended  with  great 
delay;  and  besides,  the  admissibility  of  the 
lady's  evidence,  in  the  pi^esent  case,  might 
be    argued   against,   under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  course  which  had  been  sug- 
gested.    The  law  would  be  considered  as 
un 'ex  post  facto  \9.Mr,  and  could  not  with 
propriety  be  applied  to  the  present  un- 
fortunate case.      Whether  the  marriage 
was  a  good  one  or  not,  he  thought  their 
lovdships  would  feel  themselves  justified;  i 


under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case,  to  pass  a  law,  declaring  that  the 
marriage  which  had  taken  place  between. 
E.  G.  Wakefield  and  Ellen  Turner,  whe- 
ther a  valid  marriage  by  the  law  of  Scot- 
land or  not,  should  be  considered  null 
and  void. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  he  could 
assure  their  lordships  that  no  man  had 
read  with  greater  horror  the  proceedings 
of  Wakefield  than  he  had.    There  was  no 
man  who  wished  more  sincerely  than  he 
did,  that  the  young  lady  in  the  present 
case  could  be  released  from  the  engage- 
ment which  she  had  entered  into ;  but,  as 
a  member  of  their  lordships'  House,   he 
had  a  duty  to  perform,  superior  to  that 
which  was  dictated  by  his  fadings.     It 
was  his  duty  to  guard  the  law  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  guard  the  proceedings  of  their 
lordships'  House ;  and  to  prevent  any  pre- 
cedent from  being  formea,  which  might, 
in  his  opinion,  ha  prejudicial  to  the  fu- 
ture welfare  of  the  country.     If,    in  the 
present  case,  it  was  proposed  to  form  a 
precedent,  there  was  a  danger  to  be  guard- 
ed against,  of  making  the  House  pass  a 
precedent  upon  subjects  which  went  to  the 
feelings  of  a  man.    On  such  subjects  rea- 
son only  was  to  be  consulted.     With  re- 
spect to  the  question  before  the  House, 
he  begged  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  case  of  "Gampbell    and  Wharton" 
formed  no  precedent  that  could  apply  to 
the  present.    The  peculiar  circumstances 
of  that  case  were,  that  the  moment  mar- 
riage had  taken  place,  Mr.  Campbell  ab- 
sconded, and  therefore  was  out  of  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Ecclesiastical  court,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  render  hhn  amenable 
to  any  court  in  this  country.    Tliis  circum- 
stance formed  a  most  material  distinction. 
He  desired  to  know  what  was  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  their  lordships'  House?    In  the 
high  court  of  parliament  all  injuries  which 
the  subject  might  sustain,  and  for  which 
he  could  get  no  redress  in  the  common 
courts  of  justice,  would  find  their  remedy ; 
and  therefore  the  h^h  court  of  parliament 
was  the  last  resource.    There  was  no  court 
which  had  the  power  of  divorcing  a  matrimo^ 
nio :  the  courts  of  Scotland  possessed  that 
power ;  but  in  this  country  there  was  no 
court  which  had  such  power,  excepting,  the 
high  court  of  parliament.     Now,  it  was 
proposed  to  their  lordships  to  take  up  the 
present  case,  because  no  court  in  this  coun- 
try had  any  jurisdiction  upon  it.      But, 

wnat  was  the  case  ?    The  petitiouer  stated, 
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thnt  he  was  informed  the  Ecclesiastical 
court  would  not  take  the  evidence  of  the 
parties.  He  was  not  sure  that  that  was 
the  fact ;  and  he  should  like  to  hear  the 
best  legal  authorities  on  the  subject,  before 
he  made  up  his  mind.  In  the  first  place, 
before  their  lordships  proceeded  in  this 
view  of  the  case;  they  ought  to  call  for  the 
assistance  of  those  judicial  authorities 
which,  by  the  constitution,  they  were  per- 
mitted to  consult,  to  ascertain  whether  that 
which  had  been  stated  was  the  real  state  of 
the  law ;  namely,  not  to  take  the  evidence 
of  the  parties  in  the  Ecclesiastical  court. 
If  this  should  prove  to  be  a  real  evil,  what 
was  the  direct  remedy,  but  that  their  lord- 
ships should  pass  a  law,  giving  a  power, 
not  only  in  this  case,  but  genendly,  to  the 
judge,  at  his  discretion,  not  to  examine  the 
plaintiff,  but  to  examine  the  parties  in 
every  case  of  such  a  nature  as  the  present 
where  fraud  might  be  urged.  He  said, 
that  this  power  should  be  left  to  the  judge ; 
for  fraud  might  be  urged  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  evidence  of  the  parties, 
in  cases  where  there  was  no  actual  ap- 
pearance of  fraud.  The  learned  lord  be- 
fore him  was  aware,  that  in  actions  in  the 
course  of  common  law  the  parties  could 
not  be  examined  :  even  a  trustee  who  had 
no  personal  interest  could  not  be  examined. 
But,  in  the  court  of  Chancery,  the  parties 
to  a  cause  could  at  all  times  be  examined, 
and  must  be  examined.  If  the  lord 
Chancellor  sends  an  order  out  of  the  court 
of  Chancery,  which  was  ft  frequent  cus- 
tom of  that  court,  stating  that  he 
grants  the  power  to  any  court  of  law  to 
examine  parties  in  the  course  of  their 
proceedings,  he  administers  the  same  re- 
medy which  was  prayed  for  in  the  present 
case.  But  it  was  objected,  that,  after 
having  this  order,  the  cause  might  depend 
for  four  or  five  years  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
court.  If  the  form  of  process  in  that  Ec- 
clesiastical court  was  bad,  it  was  for  the 
noble  lords  to  bring  in  a  general  bill  to 
amend  that  form  of  process.  But  it  might 
be  said,  that  the  present  case  was  one  of 
peculiar  hardship,  and  that  the  sooner  it 
was  settled  the  better.  That  mig^t  be 
the  case;  but  he  was  bound  to  think 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  precedent 
that  was  proposed  to  be  established. 
He  had  sat  in  that  House  for  many  years, 
and  no  man  in  it  had  attended  more  regu- 
larly than  he  had  to  the  business  connect- 
with  divorce  cases ;  and  he  had  not  tJie 
weast  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  had  often 
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witnessed  proceedings  which  stnidc  him 
with  disgust.  When  a  case  approached 
the  time  of  decision,  he  had  seen  noble 
lords  come  down,  and,  without  having 
heard  the  evidence,  deciding  cauaes,  in 
opposition  to  the  opinions  of  those  who 
were  entitled  to  the  attention  of  the 
House.  He  was  one  who  did  not  wish 
to  see  the  jurisdiction  of  that  House  ex- 
tended. The  present  case  was,  no  doobt, 
one  of  gross  fraud;  but  there  were  de«* 
grees  of  fraud.*  A  case  of  minor  frattd 
might  hereafter  come  before  their  lord- 
ships, founded  on  the  precedent  of  this 
case,  and  of  which  their  lordships  might 
be  persuaded  to  take  cognizance.  Their 
lordships  having  thus  furnished  two  pre- 
cedents, a  case  of  still  minor  fraud  might 
come  before  the  House;  and  their  lo^* 
ships  would,  step  by  step,  be  drawn  into 
this  situation — that  whenever  a  man  runs 
away  with  a  young  heiress,  her  parents 
or  guardians  might  come  to  their  kml- 
ships*  House  for  relief.  He  did  not  think 
that  their  lordships  intended  to  go  so  far 
as  to  legislate  upon  eveij  matter  of  that 
nature;  but  such,  he  thought,  was  not 
an  improbable  result  of  forming  a  preoe* 
dent  as  proposed.  He  had  heard  the 
petition  of  Mr.  Turner  read,  and,  front 
an  extraordinary  allegation  which  the 
petition  contained,  he  should  wish  to 
have  different  authority  than  the  simple 
statement  of  Mr.  Turner  respecting  the 
forms  of  the  Ecclesiastical  courts.  The 
statement  he  alluded  to  was  the  following 
— "  that  such  marriage,  as  the  one  he  pmys 
the  House  to  dissolve,  could  not,  under 
the  law  of  Scotland,  be  dissolved.''  There 
was  a  book  with  which  every  man  who 
had  attended  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  was 
acquainted.  The  book  was  edited  by 
Hutcheson,  and  in  it  their  lordships  would 
find  the  following  entry,  in  a  case  where  a 
marriage  was  dissolved.''  The  case  was 
that  of  Allen,  a  schoolmaster,  and  Ann 
Young.  It  appeared,  that  the  marriage 
ceremony  had  been  regularly  perform^, 
and  the  girl  was  aged  twelve  years ;  that 
she  was  placed  under  Allen's  care  for  the 
purpose  of  being  taught ;  that  undue  in* 
fiuence,  and  a  train  of  fraud  and  imposition 
had  been  used,  to  obtain  her  consent  to 
the  marriage ;  but  that  no  consummation 
had  taken  place.  This  marriage  was  dis- 
solved. The  petitioner,  however,  stated, 
that  such  dissolution  could  not  take  place  ; 
and  he  himself  had  a  little  doubt  en  the 
subject  of  what  the  Jaw  in  the  Ecclesiastical 


681 


Ctue.b/Mm  Turmt. 


May  17,  IMl 


882 


oovrUwas;  but  he  thought  it  prefexable, 
al  all  evenU,  to  the  propotted  mode  of  pro- 
ceediB^,  to  pass  a  law  to  enable,,  at  the 
diacietioii  of  the  judge,  parties  to  be  ex- 
amined in  all  cases  of  ftaud ;  by  which 
means  their  lordships  would  keep  that  ju- 
risdiction which  they  now  had,  smd  would 
not  extend  it ;  to  do  which,  he  thought,  in 
his  conscience  and  honour,  would  he  dan- 
gerous. 

Lord  Eedesdtde  thought,  he  had  followed 
the  best  course  in  referrii^  the  petition  to  a 
csonunittee  of  the  whole  House.  The  present 
case  was  certainly  one  of  considerable  doubt ; 
and  he  thought  that,  in  some  way  or  other, 
relief  ought  to  be  given,  provided  the  case 
could  be  proved  in  point  of  fact.  Their 
lordships  were  all  aware,  that,  if  the 
cause  was  argued  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
court,  it  mig^t  occupy  a  very  considerable 
length  of  time.  If  he  mentioned  the  space 
of  uiree  or  four  years,  he  was  sure  he  was 
staling  a  duration  much  shorter  than  that 
which  such  a  proceeding  might  occupy. 
Their  lordships  would  recollect,  that  the 
young  lady  in  the  present  case  knew  not 
whether  she  was  married  or  not — ^that  her 
fathtf,  her  uncle,  and,  in  fact,  that  all  the 
world  were  ignorant  whether  she  was 
married  or  not  The  case  of  Miss  Wharton 
had  been  cited.  That  lady,  after  her 
divorce,  married  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Ireland.  The  principal  offender  made  his 
escape  to  France ;  but  one  of  the  con- 
spirators was  executed.  The  act  in  that 
case  passed  in  the  year  1691,  a  period 
when  there  were  in  that  House,  persons 
every  way  competent  to  frame  it  with 
effect ;  persons  who  had  been  engaged  in 
the  Revolution.  The  bill  came  up  to  their 
lordships  from  the  other  House  of  parlia- 
ment ;  but  he  thought  it  preferable  that 
the  present  measure  ^ould  originate  here, 
whiwe  questions  of  law  and  equity  were 
frequently  tried,  and  where  their  lordships 
were  accustomed  to  have  the  assistance  of 
the  judees.  The  proceeding  suggested  by 
the  noble  earl  could  not  be  adopted  ;  for 
their  lordships  must  perceive,  that  the 
present  case  was  one  which  was  not  pro- 

S'ded  for  by  any  existing  law.  In  case%of 
Isputed  property,  delay  of  judgment  would 
not  alter  the  situation  of  the  ^Kurties  ;  but 
here  there  was  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
parties  were  husband  and  wife.  In  the 
event  of  the  death  of  either  of  them  while 
the  suit  was  pending,  there  would  be  no 
possibility  of  annulling  the  marriage ;  their 
Kspoctive  rights  must  remain  whole  and 


entire.  If  Wakefield  died  first,  the  lady 
would  be  regarded  ashiswidow,  and,  in  that 
character,  entitled  to  dower.  If  she  died 
first,  the  alleged  husband  would  be  intitled 
to  all  his  marital  rights,  so  for  as  regarded 
her  personal  property,  and  the  custody  of 
her  lands.  Here,  then,  a  man  might,  in 
this  latter  event,  become  possessed  of  con- 
siderable property,  by  means  of  fraud  of 
which  he  haa  been  found  guilty  in  a  court 
of  law.  He  believed  it  was  generally  un- 
derstood, that  the  lady  could  not  be  ex- 
amined in  the  Ecclesiastical  court,  as  to 
the  circumstances  relating  to  the  marriage. 
In  cases,  however,  of  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion, sudi  an  examination  was  allowed  in 
the  temporal  courts,  and  Miss  Wharton, 
under  such  circumstances,  appeared  as  a 
witness.  It  was  suggested,  that  a  bill 
should  be  introduced  to  legalise  the  evi- 
dence of  the  parties  in  all  cases  of  fraud; 
but  if  that  were  done,  there  would  still,  in 
the  present  case,  be  a  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing relief,  as  the  person  against  whom  the 
proceedings  were  instituted  would  endea- 
vour, by  aJl  the  means  in  his  power,  to 
delay  the  fmal  decision.  Their  lordships 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  into 
their  considoation  all  the  particulars  gii 
the  case  while  the  bill  was  in  progreito ; 
but  if  they  should  reject  the  prayer  jm  the 
petition,  the  lady  and  her  familv^ould  be 
left  in  the  most  cruel  state  oil  suspense. 
There  was  no  possible  mode  of  extricating 
her,  unless  by  a  bill ;  and  death  might,  by 
possibility,  prevent  that  justice  which  their 
lordships  would  desire  to  see  done.  To 
what  a  deplorable  state  would  this  young 
lady  be  reduced,  if  she  were  allowed  to 
remain  the  wife  of  a  felon  !  Their  lord- 
ships, in  his  opinion,  were  perfectly  war- 
ranted, by  the  case  of  1691,  in  allowing 
the  bill  to  be  brought  in. 

Lord  Tenterden  supported  the  prayer  of 
the  petition.  He  said,  that  the  facts  staled 
in  the  petition  must  be  assumed  to  be 
true,  and  that  the  young  lady  had  been 
taken  away  by  means  of  fraud  and  forgery. 
The  learned  lord  then  recapitulated  all  the 
particulars  of  the  case,  and  said;  that  the 
principal  offender  and  his  accomplices  had 
been  convicted  of  a  conspiracy,  (Hriginating 
in  the  basest  motives  of  lucre,  and  con- 
ducted throughout  by  fraud  and  force. 
He  thought  the  House  bound  to  afibrdthe 
relief  prayed.  The  friends  of  the  unfortu- 
nate girl  had,  by  prosecuting  the  defend- 
ants, done  all  in  their  power,  and  now  came 
to  the  House  for  that  relief  which  the 
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|Meuliar  natam  of  the  case  demanded.  He 
cooaideffBd  the  precedent  of  1691  suffi- 
eieat.  There  weia  certainly  circumstances 
in  the  present  case  which  did  not  exist  in 
that.  In  that  instance,  the  husband  had 
fled  the  country :  but  the  fact  of  Campbell 
having  so  done  did  not  form  any  material 
matter  of  consideration  on  the  minds  of 
those  who  passed  that  bill,  if  aiiy  other 
course  were  adopted,  their  lordships  must 
roooUect  the  great  delay  which  must  take 
place,  and  the  anxiety  and  distress  to 
which  the  parties  must  be  subjected  in 
A»  mean  tune.  Public  justice  aemanded 
that  they  should  pass  the  bill.  The 
puaashmant  in  this  oase  had  bean  too 
sparingly  administered,  considering  the 
inflictions  which  the  dafiradants  had  im- 
posed on  the  unhappy  young  woman.  He 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  their  lordships 
to  take  cara  to  inform  these  persons,  and 
not  only  them,  but  all  others  who  pos- 
sessed themseWcs  of  the  persons  of  young 
woman  for  the  sake  of  base  lucre,  that 
snch  conduct  would  be  Tisited  with  the 
severest  penalties — to  tell  them,  by  what 
their  loraships  would  now  do,  tliat  they  not 
only  exposed  themselves  to  the  punishment 
which  the  courti  of  law  might  inflict,  but 
that  there  was  a  power  in  the  country, 
which  would  deprive  them  of  all  possibility 
of  reaping  advantage  from  tlicir  crimes. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
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Thursday ^  May  17. 

Admiuistkatioh  of  the  Cape  or 
Good  Hope.]  Mr.  Wilmot  Norton  rose 
to  move  for  certain  papers  relative  to  the 
Administration  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  particulaHy  for  the  correspondence 
which  had  passed  on  that  subject  between 
the  Cobniai  Office  and  sir  Rufane  Donkin. 
He  would  have  thought  it  unnecessary  to 
have  said  much  at  present,  since  it  would 
obvbusly  be  much  better  to  postpone  all 
discusskm  until  the  whole  of  the  proper 
documents  should  be  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  had  it  not  been  for  the  publication 
of  a  pamphlet  by  sir  R.  Donkin,  which 
had  been  widely  and  very  industriously 
cireulated.  He  would,  however,  abstain 
from  entering  at  that  time  into  any  dis- 
cussion of  tlie  merits  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Cape,  as  the  proper  opportu- 
nity would  be  afbided,  when  the  motion 
laiativa  to  the  mal-administration  of  the 
Caps,  of  which  notice  had  bten  given  for 


the  18th  of  June,  ahonld  be  brought  far* 
ward.    But  it  was  on  account  ef  the  cir- 
culation of  the  charges  against  load  C. 
Somerset,    by  air   R.   Donkin,    that  h« 
thought    it    highly  expedient    that    the 
House  and  the  public  should  iaunediately 
know  the  nature  of  those  charges,  and 
the  situation   in  which  they  at  present 
stand.      Sir  R.  Donkin  denied  atlongly 
that  he  was  actuated  by  any  acrimoniua 
motives  against  lord  C.   Somerset,  and 
asserted  that  he  (Mr.  W.  Horton)  was 
sorry  in  having  said  that  he  waa  so  actu- 
ated ;  observing,  that  it  waa  a  new  system 
of  tactics,  to  charge  those  who  compiaioed 
of  any  malversation  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment officers,  with  personal  hostility  againat 
the  individual;   whereas,  sir  R.  Donkin, 
as  he  said,  had  always  disclaimed  all  idea 
of  personal  animosity.     With  respect  to 
that  matter,  he  had  only  to  repeat  what 
he  had  said  before,  that  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  sir  R.  Donkin  had  been  actuated 
by  acrimonius  and  personal  motives  against 
lord  C.  Somerset ;  and  he  was  mistaken 
if  sir  R.  Donkin  would  not  lind  himself 
obliged  to  own  it.     But  what  had  all  this 
to  do  with  charges  against  lord  C.  Somer- 
set, or  any  other  officer  of  government  ? 
The    only    question    was,    whether    the 
charges  were  well  or  ill  founded,  without 
any  reference  to  motives ;   but,  if  it  shouhl 
turn  out  that  the  accusations  against  lord 
C.   Somerset    were    ill-founded,    sir    R. 
Donkin  could  not  expect  to  escape  from 
die  consequences  which  might  result  firom 
the  preferring  of  such  accusations.    The 
House  would  please  to  observe,  that  on 
the  17tl)  of  June,   1823,  sir  R.  Donkin 
had  expressed  himself  to  lord  Bathunt  to 
this  effect,  that  he  could  make  disckisurea 
relative  to  the  administration  of  lord  G. 
Somerset  at  the  ('ape,  that  would  shock 
the  noUe  earl,  and  lead  to  the  utter  ruin 
of  lord  Charles.      This  communication, 
coming  from  such  a  quarter,  could  not 
be  passed  over  without  an   invesligntion 
into  the  circumstances;    and   thereforp, 
under  the  direction  of  lord  Bathurst,  he 
(Mr.  Horton)  had,  on  the  21st  of  June, 
written  to  sir  R.  Donkin,  informing^  him 
that  lord  Bathurst  called  upon  him  to 
substantiate  the  charges  which    he  had 
made  against  lord  C.  Somerset,  on  account 
of  the  mal-administration  of  the  Cape; 
in  order  that  the  matter  might  be  thoroughly 
investigated.     In  answer  to  this,  sir  R. 
Donkin  had,  on  the  23rd  of  June,  written 
to  lord  Bathurst  to  the  efiect-^Huit  mitil 
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be  (sii  R.  Oaokin)  w»»  willing  to  make 
diioloiurM  to  the  governmant  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  iiiaI*ftdmiiii«tnitioR  of  the  Cape^ 
he  did  not  wish  to  censure,  or  mean  to 
attack,  an  indi? idual»  with  whom  he  had 
KiUe  aoqiaaintance*  After  the  receipt  of 
thia  oomflfiunication,  he  again  wrote  to 
sit  R.  Donkin,  stating  that  lord  Bathurst 
still  thought  that  the  charges  must  be 
brought  under  investigation,  and  put  to 
the  proof,  unless  sir  R.  Donkin  meant  to 
retract  tbem.  So  that  the  government, 
and  especially  lord  Bathurst,  so  far  from 
showing  any  disposition  to  stifle  inquiry, 
m^l  earnestly  called  upon  sir  R.  Donkin 
to  proceed  with  his  charges  against  lord 
C.  Somerset.  Sir  R.  Donkin  again  wrote 
to  the  Cokmial  Office,  statingin  substance^ 
that  he  could  not  retract  any  allegations 
which  he  had  made,  so  far  as  the  truth  of 
them  was  concerned,  as  that  would  be 
unworthy  of  a  gentleman,  and  of  the 
aituation  which  he  held  in  his  majesty's 
service  s  but  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
say,  that,  upon  further  consideration,  he 
would  retract  the  particular  words  in 
whkh  the  charge  had  been  advanced; 
and  sir  R.  Donkin  also  added  these  words, 
**  I  fisel,  on  due  reflection,  that  my  coming 
forward  just  now,  in  any  official  way,  on 
such  a  subject,  would  appear  like  an  ili- 
tined  interposition  on  my  part  between 
the  commissioners  now  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  the  object  of  their  in- 
quiries ;  imd  i  trust  that  this  explanation 
will  be  satisfactory  to  lord  Bathurst,  and 
will  render  unnecessary  the  urging  of  the 
other  part  of  the  alternative  to  which 
your  letter  points ;  namely,  my  preferring 
charges,  in  coniequence  of  the  turn  which 
Ibis  matter  had  taken."  The  only  coarse 
of  proceeding  which  appeared  most  pro* 
per  was,  to  send  to  the  commissioners  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  all  the  informa- 
tk)n  which  they  had  been  able  to  procure 
from  sir  R.  Dookin,  or  any  other  quarter, 
with  instructions  to  investigate  every  thing 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  To  this 
course  sir  R.  Donkin  surely  could  not 
object,  after  having  made  the  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners  one  of  nts  reasons 
for  not  interposing;  and,  considering  the 
conflicting  chargas  brought  forward,  sir 
R.  Donkin  complaining  that  lord  C. 
Somerset  had  upset  his  measures  for  the 
good  government  of  the  Cape ;  and  lord 
Charies,  on  the  other  hand,  complaining 
that  sir  R.  Donkin  had,  while  his  loeum 
ttmm  at  the  Cape,  ups^t  bis  measures 


for  the  same  purpose.  The  Cokmial  Se« 
cretary  was  of  opinion,  that  this  reference 
of  the  whole  matter  to  the  commissionera 
was  the  most  satisfactory  course  of  pn^ 
ceeding  which,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, could  be  adopted.  The  commia- 
sioners  bad,  accordingly,  inwestigatsd  the 
matter,  and  he  had  their  Report  now 
ready  to  be  presented  to  the  House.  It 
would  be  recollected,  that,  in  1826,  whea 
charges  were  brought  forward  against  lord 
C.  Somerset,  it  was  the  unanimous  feeling 
of  the  House,  that  lord  Charles  should 
not  be  allowed  to  remain  at  the  Cape,  bus 
sbouU  be  brought  home  to  face  his  ac- 
cusers, when  they  chose  to  come  forward  i 
snd  he  had  now  come  over.  Set  the 
government,  and  lord  Bathurst  particu-* 
birly,  felt  themselves  bound,  in  common 
justice,  not  to  take  any  measarea  agaiast 
lord  C.  Somerset,  before  the  ebargta 
against  him  had  been  thoroughly  investi- 
gated. Various  charges  had  been  made 
against  lord  C.  Somerset,  besides  that  of 
Mr.  Bishop  Burnet,  but  nobody  could  be 
found  to  bring  them  regularly  forward; 
and,  under  these  circumstanees,  it  was 
fitting  that  the  whole  of  die  matter  should 
be  laid  before  the  House,  in  some  shape 
or  other,  that  the  question  might  be  at 
length  finallv  set  at  rest.  With  regard  to 
the  notice  of  motion  for  the  18th  of  June, 
he  hoped  the  hon.  member  who  had  given 
that  notice  would  state  its  ol;ject,  with 
somewhat  more  precision  than  belooged 
to  the  general  term  mal-administration. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  member  would  take 
care  to  bring  the  whole  matter  before  the 
House,  and,  in  the  meantime,  state  what 
was  the  specific  nature  of  the  motion 
which  he  intended  to  submit  to  the  House. 
Sir  R.  Donkin  had  said,  that  some  ma- 
terial  papers  had  not  been  submitted  to 
the  commissioners.  This  was  a  mistake  t 
for  all  the  material  papers  had  been  sent 
to  the  commissioners,  both  relative  to  the 
defence  of  the  country  against  the  Caffines^ 
and  every  other  matter  about  which  the 
government  had  obtained  any  infoimation* 
The  Report  of  the  commissioners  would 
be  laid  before  the  House,  with  the  opinion 
of  major  Holloway,  about  the  defence  of 
the  colony,  which  was  a  very  material 
document. — The  boo.  gentleman  then 
commented  on  the  impropriety  of  publish- 
ing official  documents  in  this  manner,  in 
which  tlie  parties  accused  had  no  oppor- 
tonity  of  reply.  Among  the  chaifsa 
brought  against  lord  C.  Soutrset  by  air 
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R.  Donkin,  was  one,  that  Mr.  Parker  bad 
been  sent  back  to  this  country,  in  order 
to  criminate  colonel  Bird  and  himself,  and 
that  the  Colonial  Department  had  lent 
itself  to  that  purpose.      To   refute   this 
charge,  the  hon.  gentleman  read  the  letter 
of  lord  C.  Somerset  to  lord  Bathurst,  ac- 
companying Mr.   Parker  on  his  return. 
In  tnis  letter,  Mr.  Parker  was  described 
as  an  individual  who,  from  his  disposition 
and  turn  of  mind,  appeared  to  be  of  all 
others  the  least  calculated  to  superintend 
the  work  of  emigration.     Lord  C.  Somerset 
further  described  Mr.  Parker  as  a  man 
sanguine  in  all  his  views,  prone  to  blame 
public  measures,  and  an  enthusiast  in  the 
cause  of  Protestantism.    The  candor  and 
fairness  of  sir  R.  Donkin  might  be  judged 
of  by  the  fact,  that  when  he  had  been 
twelve  or  fourteen  months  at  the  Cape, 
he  stated  in  a  letter  to  lord  Bathurst,  that 
he  had  directed  his  efforts  to  follow  up 
the  plans  of  his  noble  predecessor,  lord  C. 
Somerset    What  was  to  be  thought  of  a 
public  officer  capable  of  acting  in  this  way  ? 
Was  it  his  duty,  if  he  then  believed  lord 
C.    Somerset's  measures   to  have   been 
wrong,  to  induce  lord  Bathurst  to  think 
they  were  the  best  he  could  have  selected 
as  a  rule  for  his  own  guidance  ?     Sir  R. 
Donkin  complained,  that  he  had  received 
no  information  respecting  the  plans  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  adopt  in  the  colony,  and 
that  in  conseouence  of  lord  C.  Somerset's 
personal  conduct   towards  him,  he  was 
prevented  from  acting  upon  them.      He 
complained  also  that  lord  C.  Somerset 
would  hold  no  communication  with  him. 
Now,  this  was  not  a  true  representation  of 
the  case.    Lord  C.  Somerset  had  request- 
ed a  visit  from  htm ;  but  sir  R.  Donkin 
replied,  that  personally  he  could  have  no 
intercourse  with  the  noble  lord.      This 
was  clearlv  a  violation  of  his  duty.    As 
an   official   man,   whatever   his   feelings 
might  have  been  personally,  he  ought  to 
have  disregarded  them  on  such  an  occa- 
sion as  this.     Yet  his  answer  was  dis- 
tinctly, that  he  had  no  official  commu- 
nication to  make.    This  note  was  dated 
1  St  December,  1821.     He  had  thus  placed 
the  colonial  office  in  the  unpleasant  situa- 
tion of  being  unable  to  do  justice  between 
the  parties.     The  hon.  gentleman  said, 
that  the  papers  he  should  present  con- 
sisted of  a  variety  of  documents  bearing 
on  the  general  subject  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Cape,  and  on  the  particular  accusation 
which  sir  R.  Donkin  had  thought  fit  to 


publish  to   the  world   against    lord    0. 
Somerset.     Sir  R.   Donkin    complained 
also  that  he  had  not  been  allowed  an  in- 
terview   with   lord   Bathurst.     The   fact 
was,  that  he  had  not  asked  for  one  in 
such  a  manner  as  implied  that  he  had  any 
circumstances  to  discuss,  connected  with 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     But  he  had 
claimed  from  that  noble  lord  some  mark 
of  royal  favour,  in  reward  for  his  services 
as  head  of  the  government  of  that  colony. 
Now,  his  government  had  lasted  only  a 
year  and  a  half;  and,  during  that  time, 
he  was  but  locum  lenens  and  not  absolute- 
,  ly  the  governor.    Any  bodv  who  thoaglit 
that  a  period  of  service  which  called  for 
any  rmtk  of  royal  favour,  held  a  most  ex- 
aggerated opinion  of  the  estimate  usually 
formed  of  colonial  labours.    Sir  R.  Don- 
kin had  received  the  approbation  of  the 
Colonial-office ;  but  it  was  another  of  his 
charges,  that  even  this  had  been  withheld 
from  him.     It  was  the  constant  practice, 
known  to  every  clerk,    that   when  any 
general  officer,  or  other  person,  mislaid 
a  letter  of  this  kind,  he   was   furnished 
with  a  private  cooy,  which  he  substituted 
instead  of  the  original  until  that  could  be 
obtained.      The    honourable    gentleman 
declared  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  there 
never  was  an   idea  of  withholding  thia 
letter  which  lord  Bathurst  had  transmitted, 
as  a  meed  due  to  the  services  of  sir  R. 
Donkin.    There    was,    undoubtedly,    no 
distinct  proof  that  a  private  copy  had  been 
sent  to  him,  but  he  (Mr.  W.   Horton) 
firmly  believed  such  to  be  the  fact.     That 
charge,  therefore,  like  the  rest,  was  wholly 
without  foundation.     With  regard  to  the 
general  subject  of  the  affairs  of  the  Cape, 
he  could  assure  the  House,  that  the  m- 
quiry  had  been  commenced  in  the  spirit 
of  improvement  towards  all  the  institu- 
tions in  the  colony.    The  commissioners 
had  been  sent  out  with  that  view ;  and,  if 
their  time  had  not  been  so  much  employed 
in  investigating   charges  of   a  personal 
character,  the  delay  that  had  taken  place 
would  have  been  avoided.    The  intention 
was,  that  the  improvements  should  be  ex- 
tended to  all  the  range  of  departments-^ 
judicial,  financial,  and  administrative;  and 
they  would,  by  this  time,  but  for  the  cause 
to  which  he  had  referred,  have  been  more 
or  less  in  operation.    There  was  nothing 
connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  Cape 
which  had  not  been  delegated  to  these 
commissioners.     As  to  the  merits  of  lord 
C.  Somerset's  government,  or  the  oom«. 


889        AdmniiiniLtian  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.        Mat  17,  1897. 


890 


Mrattre  merits  of  that  of  sir  R.  Donkin 
ne  would  not  say  one  word.  .  The  papers 
he  was  about  to  present  would  give  an 
ample  opportunity  to  the  House  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  on  that  subject.  This 
step  had  become  necessary,  on  account  of 
the  increasing  charges  brou^t  by  sir  R. 
Donkin,  who  had  published  a  second 
edition  of  his  pamphlet,  with  postscrL[ils 
and  other  additions,  which  had  been 
copied  into  the  daily  newspapers,  accom- 
panied by  a  multitude  of  comments.  Sir 
R.  Donkin  had  first  brought  an  accusa- 
tion against  lord  C.  Somerset;  he  had 
then  denied  that  he  was  an  accuser ;  and 
finally  he  had  retracted  the  denial,  and 
revived  his  accusation.  Among  these 
papers  would  be  found  the  reports  of  the 
commissioners;  and  by  them  and  the 
other  documents,  the  House  would  be  able 
to  decide  the  question  of  the  comparative 
merits  of  the  two  governments,  as  well  as 
to  judge  the  course  most  proper  to  be 
pursued  for  the  permanent  welfare  of  the 
Cape.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
by  moving,  that  the  papers  be  brought  up. 
Mr.  Maherly  said,  he  should  not  exer- 
cise the  duty  of  a  friend  to  justice,  if,  in 
seconding  this  motion,  he  did  not  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  some  facts,  which 
thev  could  not  gather  from  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  gentleman.  His  gallant  friend, 
sir  R.  Donkin,  had  brought  no  accusation 
against  lord  C.  Somerset.  He  had  been 
again  and  again  invited  to  become  a  public 
accuser,  and  again  and  again  he  had  re- 
fused. In  the  pamphlet  he  had  published, 
he  had  not  acted  the  part  of  an  accuser ; 
but  he  had  been  obliged  to  defend  himself 
from  a  variety  of  reports  in  circulation  re- 
specting his  own  conduct ;  and  his  defence 
was  taken  to  be  an  accusation  of  the  noble 
lord.  He  could  state  positively,  that  hb 
gallant  friend  never  intended  to  be  an 
accuser,  nor  had  offered  himself  to  lord 
Bathurst  in  that  capacity.  It  was  true,  he 
had  offered  to  communicate  with  lord 
Bathurst,  but  not  to  lay  accusations  against 
any  one.  In  his  pamphlet,  sir  R.  Donkin 
had  stated  his  views  as  distinctly  as  pos- 
sible. The  hon.  gentleman  read  some  ex- 
tracts in  support  of  this  statement.  These 
passages,  he  contended,  were  at  variance 
with  the  idea  of  his  gallant  friend  becom- 
ing an  accuser.  His  own  character  had 
suffered,  and  he  felt  bound  to  offer  some 
explanation.      In  the  beginning  of   the 

Cmphlet,  he  stated,  that  he  £ould  not 
ve  adopted  that  coune,  if  he  ^ould  have 


obtained  an  interview  with  lord  Bathunt. 
In  what  he  should  further  sav  in  defence 
of  his  gallant  friend,  he  should  refer  only 
to  pubUc  documents.  As  evidence  of  the 
public  merits  of  sir  R.  Donkin,  he  would 
read  the  letter  of  approbation  written  to 
him  by  lord  Bathurst ;  the  address  of  the 
chief  justice,  and  other  members  of  the 
judicial  body,  on  his  resigning  his  govern- 
ment ;  and  some  addresses,  on  the  same 
occasion,  from  tlie  merchants  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  colony.  He  eulogized 
the  measures  of  sir  R.  Donkin*s  govern- 
ment. It  had  produced  security,  and  was 
administered  with  economy.  The  moment 
he  had  resigned  it,  insecurity,  murder, 
plunder,  dissaUsfaction,  and,  in  fact,  utter 
ruin  ensued. 

Lord  Edward  Somerset  was  not  disposed 
to  detain  the  House  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, but  he  could  not  avoid  expressing 
the  satisfaction  he  felt  in  seeing  the  hon. 
Secretary  lay  those  papers  on  the  table  of 
the  House,  which  would  at  last  enable  it 
to  go  into  a  full  and  fair  investigation  of 
all  the  charges  which  had  been  put  forth 
against  his  noble  relative ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  tend  to  place  the  character  of 
lord  C.  Somerset  in  that  honourable  light 
before  the  public,  to  which  he  was  satisfied 
it  was  entitled.  The  House  would  now. 
perhaps,  be  able  to  judge,  as  well  from  the 
observations  of  his  hon.  friend,  as  from  the 
letters  and  extracts  to  be  laid  on  the  table, 
in  what  kind  of  a  spirit,  the  accusations 
against  his  noble  relation  had  been  pre- 
ferred. They  would  be  able  to  judge, 
whether  the  spirit  of  the  one  had  been 
rancorous,  or  whether  the  other  had  ful- 
filled his  duty  as  a  public  accuser.  The 
House  would  now  be  able  to  pronounce 
an  impartial  judgment  upon  the  conduct 
of  lora  Bathurst  and  his  noble  relation. 
There  were  but  two  courses  which  lord 
Bathurst  could  pursue,  under  the  circum- 
stances. One  was,  to  bdieve  all  the 
charges  to  be  true,  to  the  prejudice  of  lord 
C.  Somerset ;  the  other,  to  disbelieve  them, 
and  to  call  upon  the  accuser  to  substan- 
tiate them,  if  it  was  in  his  power.  Lord 
Bathurst  had  called  upon  sir  R.  Donkin 
to  maintain  his  charges,  and  he  had  aban- 
doned them.  He  would  not  trouble  the 
House  with  any  further  observations  upon 
the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  this  con- 
duct. The  proper  time  for  remark  must 
be  when  the  House  came  to  consider  the 
nature  of  the  charges;  and  he  would, 
thereforei  beseech  the  Hovse  aot  to  allow 
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Haeif  to  be  inflnenced  by  those  reports 
wliich  had  been,  for  years,  circulated  from 
all  quarters,  and  reiterated  in  tbe  pnblic 
prmts.  When  tbey  had  the  whole  of  the 
papers  containing  these  charges  before 
them,  he  was  satisBed  they  would  see 
reason  to  exonerate  lord  Charles  from  the 
accusations  which  had  been  preferred 
against  him. 

Mr.  Freemantie  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  charges  against  the  noble  lord 
had  been  allowed  to  remain  so  long  hang- 
ing over  his  head.  When  the  subject  was 
last  before  the  House,  he  was  both  sur- 
prised and  pained  at  bearing  the  then 
SecretaiT  of  State  for  Forei^  Affairs  state 
to  the  House,  that  his  majesty's  govern-* 
ment  had  sent  out  a  commission  to  that 
noble  lord  to  return  home.  What  could 
the  House  or  the  country  conclude  from 
such  a  statement,  but  that  there  was  a 
very  strong  case,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
government,  made  out  i^uist  him?  It 
was  a  thing  very  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  his  hon.  fnend  had  not,  two  years 
ago,  laid  these  documents  upon  the  table 
of  the  House ;  for  if  the  case  against  the 
noble  lord  was  so  groundless  that  the  facts 
of  every  petition  to  that  House  had,  upon 
inquiry  before  the  commissioners,  been 
fully  disproved,  he  thought  the  noble  lord 
had  been  very  ill  used. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  the  question  was  not 
at  present,  whether  they  were  to  go  into 
the  inquiry  upon  the  conduct  of  lord  C. 
Somerset,  but  whether  certain  papers 
should  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
When  tbe  question  of  lord  Charles's  con- 
duct came  to  be  discussed,  he  doubted  not 
that  there  were  many  gentlemen  ready  to 
give  their  opinions,  and  state  the  grounds 
of  tliose  opmions.  A  great  deal  had  been 
said  of  the  conduct  of  general  Donkiu ; 
and  he  now  hoped,  that  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  at  last  laid  the  correspondence 
on  the  table,  he  would  consent  to  produce 
all  the  papers  which  might  be  wanting  for 
a  thorough  examination  of  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  question.  He  did  not,  he 
hope,  misunderstand  the  hon.  member, 
who  asserted  that  every  petition  which  had 
been  laid  on  the  table  of  that  House,  im- 
plicating the  conduct  of  lord  Charles,  had 
been  regularly  sent  out  to  the  commis- 
sioners at  the  Cape,  and  made  the  subject 
of  inquiry.  Now,  if  that  was  really  the 
case,  It  was  not  a  little  extraordinary  that 
the  House  had  never  been  put  in  possession 
of  the  result.    The  hon.  member  then  de- 


fended the  conduct  of  sir  R.  Donkio,  wi 
declared  bis  opinion  that  he  had  acted 
rightly  in  leaving  the  matter  to  the  <;om* 
mtssioners.  If  the  hon.  Secretary  had 
read  that  letter  in  which  sir  Rufane  de- 
clared he  had  charges  which,  if  preferred 
against  lord  Charles,  would  cover  him 
with  infamy  and  ruin,  he  would  find,  that 
when  he  was  asked  to  become  the  accaser 
on  those  charges,  he  at  once  said  he  cooki 
not  retract  what  he  had  said;  but  he 
would  rather  wait  and  hear  the  result  of 
the  inquiry  before  the  commissioners,  than 
at  once  come  forward  in  that  capaeity. 
That  was  in  1823 ;  and  it  was  no  wonder, 
therefore,  that  the  gallant  officer  expressed 
his  surprise  at  the  delay  which  had  taken 
place. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  could  not  avoid 
making  one  or  two  observaUons  upon  some 
expressions  which  had   fallen  from  hon. 
gentlemen,  with  respect  to  the  course  he 
had  pursued*     It  had  been  said,  that  he 
had  brought  a  charge  against  lord  Charles 
Somerset,  and  that  it  had  failed.    Now, 
the  fact  was,  that  he  presented  a  petition ; 
and  he  thought  it  due  to  the  noole  lord, 
who  had  on  that  occasion,  as  well  as  on 
every  other,  when  the  case  liad  been  men- 
tioned, defended  his  noble  relation  with 
the  greatest  regard  to  honour  and  pro- 
priety, as  well  as  with  the  greatest  spirit; 
and  It  was  but  fair  also  to  hhnself,  to  de- 
clare, that  he  had  never  taken  any  step 
upon  the  case,  except  in  presenting  that 
petition.     He  had  then  stated  most  dis- 
tinctly, that  he  desired  not  to  be  under  the 
slightest  responsibility  for  the  veracity  of 
any  thing  contained  in  that  petition — ^a 
fact  of  which  he  was  the  more  certain,  as 
he  had,  in  addition  to  his  own  distinct 
recollection  of   the  circumstances,   even 
looked  into  the  debates  of  the  period, 
which  he  found  to  be,  as  they  almost  al* 
ways  were,  exceedingly  correct.     He  had 
then,  he  repeated,  most  distinctly  guarded 
himself,  in  openinp^  the  charges  of  Mr. 
Bishop  Burnett  against  lord  C,  from  being 
considered  answerable  for  one  tittle  of  the 
allegations ;  but  he  had,  at  the  same  time, 
felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that  he  had 
seen  the  accuser,  and  examined  him  upon 
the  facts — ^that  he  had,  upon  the  strictest 
cross-examination   he  had  been  able  to 
dve  him,  adhered  to  those  facts — that  he 
had  been  consistent  in  his  statements,  and 
clear  in  his  answers ;  and  he  had  conclud* 
ed  by  observing,  without  saying  any  thing 
further,  that  all  these  citcttmstances  were 
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prmd  fmeie  evidences  of  the  tnith  of  the 
ftocoMtiong — slender  proofs,  he  allowed/ 
btft  that  still  they  went  somewhat  to  sup- 
port the  ftUegations.  The  presentation  of 
that  petition  was  the  only  act  of  his  con- 
nected with  the  question.  As  to  the  pro- 
gress which  the  commissioners  had  made, 
or  as  to  the  (hilore  of  the  charges,  he  knew 
nothing;  nor  did  he  wish,  without  further 
infemtation,  to  say  any  thing  of  those 
cominissioneTs.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Bigg, 
had  been  a  most  esteemed  friend  of  his  for 
many  years ;  and  he  certainly  felt  disposed 
to  speak  with  respect  of  any  commission 
which  included  him  as  a  member.  All 
he  would  say  at  present  was,  that  if  the 
charges  had  been,  as  it  was  said,  disproved, 
then  lord  G.  Somerset  had  not  been  fairly 
dealt  with.  The  charges  ought  not  to 
have  been  lefl  hanging  over  his  head  so 
long.  If  they  were  capable  of  being  dis- 
proved, he  would  say  at  once  that  they 
odght  to  be  disproved,  or  totallv  aban- 
doned. Mr.  Bishop  Burnett  persisted  in 
these  charges,  and  had  even  given  publica- 
tion to  several  additional  accusations ;  and 
he  agreed,  therefore,  most  fully  with  the 
noble  lord,  that  these  charges  ought  to  be 
either  dismissed  if  they  were  false,  or 
proved  if  they  were  capable  of  proof.  It 
had  been  said,  however,  that  he  had  pledged 
himself,  on  the  occasion  of  that  debate,  to 
impeach  lord  C.  Somerset.  The  House 
had  that  night  heard,  that  all  the  charges 
against  lord  Charles  had  been  inquired  in- 
to, save  one ;  but  that  one  he  considered 
to  be  the  only  grave  charge  among  all 
those  preferred  against  the  noble  lord. 
The  charge  was  no  less  than  one  of  judi- 
cial corruption — ^the  taking  a  bribe  in  a 
coQrt  of  appeal,  where  he  sat  as  a  judge. 
It  had  been  his  opinion  at  the  time,  that 
the  charge  could  not  be  true :  he  had  said, 
he  could  not  believe  it  to  be  true.  He 
had  felt  himself  bound  also  to  say,  when 
the  noble  lord,  on  that  occasion  as  on  this, 
repelled  the  idea  of  such  guilt — that  the 
charge  was  to  be  found  certainly  in  a  pa- 
renthesis only  of  Mr.  Bishop  Burnett's 
statement,  and  did  not  form  an  integral 
part  of  the  accusations.  Now,  the  com- 
missioners might  have  been  right,  or  they 
might  have  been  wrong,  in  saying  that  lord 
C.  Somerset  was  not  guilty,  and  that  the 
charges  of  Bishop  Burnett  had  been  dis- 
proved, but  this  charge  had  not  been  in- 
quired into ;  and,  although  he  thought  lord 
Charles  could  not  be  guilty,  yet,  if  he 
thought  fliat  the  statement  was  founded  in 


fact,  it  was  his  doty  to  impeach  the  petion 
who  had  been  guilty  of  such  an  oflbnce. 
It  had  been  his  determination,  then,  to 
have  the  whole  matter  investiffated,  because 
he  thought  it  due  to  himself  as  well  as  to 
others ;  but,  within  four  or  five  days  after 
that  debate,  he  was  called  upon  to  appear 
before  the  privy  council  in  his  professional 
character,  upon  a  case  which  rety  much 
surprised  him.  He  had  the  briafi  he  be* 
lieml,  for  ten  days  before,  and  previous  to 
the  evening  of  the  debate  3  but  everyone 
knew  well,  that  it  was  not  the  practice  of 
lawyers  to  look  much  into  their  briefs  be- 
fore the  time  they  were  called  upon  to  ar- 
gue them,  and  in  the  pressure  of  business, 
he  had  not  opened  it  until  the  time  he 
mentioned.  He  was  therefore  not  a  little 
surprised  to  find,  that  he  was  a  counsel  in 
the  very  cause  which  was  founded  upon 
that  grave  charge  against  lord  C.  Somer* 
s^.  It  was  an  appeal  cause  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  against  a  decision 
pronounced  by  lord  Charles,  sitting,  by 
one  of  the  ridiculous  regulations  whicn 
prevailed  in  the  colonies  and  most  of  our 
foreign  possessions,  as  a  judge  or  chancel- 
lor— a  regulation,  by-the  bye,  just  as  ab- 
surd as  if  the  duke  of  Wellington  were  to 
be  made  lord  chancellor.  The  appeal 
was  against  the  decision  of  lord  Charles  as 
a  judge,  and  he  was  counsel  for  the  re* 
spondent.  Tlie  appellant  objected  to  the 
decision,  among  other  things,  upon  the 
very  ground  stated  by  Bishop  Burnett  in 
his  charges — that  of  corruption ;  and  it 
was  the  part  of  the  respondent  to 
repel  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
the  charge  of  that  corruption.  Now, 
he  would  put  it  to  any  hon.  member  to 
say,  whether,  while  he  was  arguing  in  one 
place  that  there  was  no  corruption  in  the 
case,  and  that  lord  Charles  was  innocent, 
he  could  appear  in  another  place,  for  the 
purpose  of  attempting  to  support  charges 
proving  him  not  innocent  ?  He  thought 
he  was  bound  to  keep  separate  the  duties 
of  the  judge  and  the  advocate,  and  he  had 
therefore  thought  it  right  to  cease  from 
any  further  prosecution  of  those  charges, 
white  he  remained  in  that  condition.  He 
now,  however,  agreed  most  fully  with  the 
noble  lord,  that  the  time  was  come,  when 
they  ought  to  determine  whether  lord 
Charles  was  guilty  or  innocent;  so  that 
the  House  might  be  at  once  able  to  deter- 
mine whether  he  was  to  be  confirmed  in, 
or  dismissed  from,  the  government  in  which 
he  was  placed. 
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'  The  motion  for  the  several  papers  was 
agreed  to. 

Spring-Guns'  Bill.]  The  Order  of 
the  day  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
Lords'  Amendments  to  the  Spring-Guns' 
Bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Charles  Calvert  observed,  that,  by 
the  amendments  which  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  bill  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  it  was  rendered  general;  and 
Spring-guns  were  prohibited  from  being 
set  for  the  protection  of  any  property,  ex- 
cept in  houses.  In  houses  they  might  be 
set  both  day  and  night ;  which  latter  per- 
mission seemed  to  him  to  be  an  extraordinary 
one,  and  calculated  to  produce  accident. 
Some  time  ago,  at  the  request  of  a  num- 
ber of  market-gardeners  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  London,  he  had  presented  a  peti- 
tion on  the  subject  in  their  behalf ;  and, 
at  their  further  request,  he  was  now  pre- 
pared to  move  an  amendment  to  \£e 
amendments  introduced  into  the  bill  by 
the  Lords.  It  was  well  known  that  there 
were  large  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  metropolis,  which,  although  walled, 
were  accessible;  and,  to  deter  from  the 
robbery  of  which  by  boys  and  others,  the 
appearance  of  spring-guns  was  the  surest 
means.  The  market-gardeners  declared, 
that,  unless  they  were  allowed  to  set  spring- 
guns  and  man-traps,  they  could  not  ade- 
quately protect  their  property.  He  meant, 
therefore,  to  move  as  an  amendment  to 
that  amendment  of  the  Lords — that  nothing 
in  the  act  should  be  construed  to  render 
illegal  the  setting  of  spring-guns  or  man- 
traps in  houses — the  addition  of  the  words, 
"  or  in  any  garden,  hot-house,  or  conser- 
vatory, enclosed  by  a  wall  seven  feet  high ; 
due  notice  being  conspicuously  given  of 
their  being  so  set." 

Mr.  W.  Bankes  said,  that  this  bill  had 
come  back  from  the  Lords,  different  not 
only  in  its  details,  but  in  principle.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  agreed  that  such 
deadly  engines  as  spring-guns  were  hardly 
justifiable  for  the  protection  of  game,  but 
he  was  far  from  thinking  that  it  was  right 
to  carry  the  principle  of  their  abolition  so 
far  as  to  withdraw  them  from  other  and 
more  valuable  property.  Their  very  ex- 
istence inspired  a  salutary  terror  in  tres- 
passers, and  he  trembled  at  the  conse- 
quences of  its  being  known  that  they  were 
withdrawn  altogether.  For  these  reasons, 
he  should  dissent  from  these  amendments. 

Mr.  Peel  admitted  that  game,  as  a 
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source  of  amusement,  was  a  species  of  pro- 
perty which  ought  to  be  protected,  but  he 
was  far  from  thinking  that  it  was  justifiable 
to  use  means  for  that  protection  destruc- 
tive of  human  life.  Upon  that  principle, 
therefore,  he  had  supported  the  present  bill 
in  its  progress  through  the  House,  and 
more  particularly  because  it  took  away 
that  wide  arena  which  existed  of  woods 
and  plantations,  in  which  such  engines 
were  before  permitted.  But  there  appear- 
ed to  be  a  broad  distinction  between  the 
use  of  spring-guns  in  uninclosed  and  ex- 
tensive grounds,  where  their  deadly  efiects 
might  be  visited  upon  inadvertent  ties- 
passers,  and  such  places  as  market-gardan^, 
by  the  security  of  which  from  robbers  a 
large  class  of  men  obtained  their  subsist- 
ence. When  a  man  incloa|d  his  ground 
by  a  wall  seven  feet  high,  smd  thus  took 
the  best  precaution  in  his  power  to  exclude 
trespassers,  his  case  was  most  undoubtedly 
different  from  those,  where  there  was  no- 
thing to  protect  but  a  pheasant,  and  no 
safeguard  but  a  fence.  He  therefore  dis- 
sented from  the  Lords'  amendment  in  this 
respect.  And  really  the  House  should 
know  that  there  was  no  class  of  men  which 
required  protection  more  than  these  market- 
gardeners,  for  in  no  place  was  the  police 
more  lax  than  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  large  towns.  Within  the  towns 
themselves  the  police  was  generally  well- 
regulated  ;  but  this  strictness  drove  the 
vagabonds  out  a  few  miles  upon  the  roads, 
about  the  places  where  these  market-gardens 
were  situated.  He  had,  early  in  the 
session,  without  reference  to  this  question, 
moved  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  police  near  the  metropolis ;  for 
he  had  reason  to  know,  that  the  conse- 
quence of  having  horse  and  foot  patrols  in 
London  was,  that  the  bad  characters  were 
banished  four  or  five  miles  out  upon  the 
roads.  In  order,  therefore,  to  an  effectual 
suppression  of  crime,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  place  that  particular  branch  of  the 
police  upon  a  more  efficient  footing.  In 
many  places  it  was  most  mischievously  in- 
effective. Throughout  the  whole  of  that 
extensive  district  comprehending  Twicken- 
ham and  Richmond,  the  peace  of  the 
county  almost  depended  upon  the  indi- 
vidual activity  of  colonel  Clitheroe.  Many 
of  the  market-gardens  were  situated  in  that 
district ;  and,  until  a  better  police  was  set 
on  foot,  he  thought  it  not  unreasonable 
that  the  market-gardens  should  be  protect- 
ed by  spring'gans.    At  the  9aiae  Ume,'  h^ 
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thought  it  would  be  better  if  the  maiket- 
gardeners  were  called  upon  lo  provide  for 
die  protection  of  their  g^unds  by  taking 
into  pay  a  sufficient  luunber  of  ordinary 
constables,  who,  if  they  did  their  duty, 
would  be  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  He 
had  not  the  smallest  doubt  but  that  if  an 
investigation  took  place  into  the  causes  of 
the  increase  of  crime,  it  would  turn  out  to 
be  closely  connected  with  depredations 
upon  such  property.  Whilst  the  amount 
of  great  crimes  was  diminished,  the  sum  of 
offences  against  property  had  greatly  in- 
creased. This  he  ascribed  to  the  defective 
state  of  the  police  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  metropolis.  Until  something  else  was 
done,  he  could  not  dispense  with  this  species 
of  protection  to  the  market-gardeners. 

Mr.  C.  N.  PaUmer  agreed,  that,  until 
some  other  protection  was  afforded  the 
market-eardeners  by  a  more  efficient 
police,  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  protect 
their  grounds  by  spring-guns.  The  sub- 
ject seemed  to  luive  be^  viewed  in  rather 
a  curious  light  in  another  place,  for  the 
only  instance  in  which  they  permitted  the 
setting  of  spring-s^uns  was  that  in  which  a 
man  was  most  unnkely  to  use  them ;  name- 
ly, in  his  dwelling-house.  The  market- 
gardens  were  a  species  of  property  espe- 
cially subject  to  depredation,  from  being 
so  near  town,  and  they  were  therefore 
entitled  to  special  protcctk>n. 

Lord  Althorp  said,  he  had  supported  the 
bill  originally,  upon  the  ground,  not  that 
spring-guns  were  uojustifiable  for  the  pro- 
tection of  game  only,  but  because  he  would 
not  permit  such  deadly  weapons  to  be  used 
in  any  case  in  which  a  man  would  not  be 
warranted  in  ^firing  a  gun  from  his  hand. 
He  did  not  understand  that  a  market- 
gardener  would  be  justified  in  firing  upon 
a  trespasser  with  a  gun ;  and  therefore  he 
would  not  allow  the  use  of  spring-guns  in 
such  cases. 

Mr.  Tennjfion  denied  the  validity  of  the 
arguments  which  had  been  urged  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Corfe  castle.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  had  undergone  great  exten- 
sion in  the  House  of  Lords ;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  the  improvement  was  commen- 
surate with  the  extension.  If  the  House 
adopted  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Southwaric,  they  would 
make  a  material  change  in  the  criminal 
juris|vudence  of  the  country.  It  ought 
also  to  be  recollected,  that  the  same 
amendment  had  been  ioefiectually  proposed 
in  another  place. 

VOL.  XVII, 


Mr.  Mmck  opposed  the  amendment. 

Lord  MUion  observed,  that  the  real  ques- 
tion for  the  House  to  consider  was,  whe- 
ther, by  disagreemg  to  the  Lords'  amend- 
ments, they  would  postpone  for  a  year,  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  bill ;  or, 
by  agreeing  to  those  amendments,  would 
merely  subject  the  market-gardeners  to  a 
temporary  inconvenience,  which  might  be 
remedied  next  sesskm. 

Mr.  Frankland  Lewis  remonstrated 
against  any  allusion  to  the  opinions  of  the 
oUier  House.  Those  opinions  ought  never 
to  influence  the  decisions  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  By  its  merits,  and  by  its  merits 
alone,  ought  the  bill  under  consideration 
to  be  tried.  It  ought  to  be  recollected, 
that  the  market-gardens  were  the  property 
of  a  very  large  and  industrious  class  of  in- 
dividual, who  ought  to  be  encouraged  to 
supply  the  London  market  as  cheaply  as 
possible.  It  i^as  impossible  that  they 
could  fence  round  their  extensive  ffround^ 
so  securely  as  to  prevent  persons  who  were 
determined  to  get  over  the  fence  from 
doing  so ;  although  the  fence  were  such 
that  no  persoi/coiud  violate  it  by  accident. 
That  was  the  distinction  between  gardens 
and  woods.  No  case  had  been  made  out 
of  any  individual  having  suffered  from 
spring-g^ns  set  in  these  gardens.  The  only 
ODJection  to  them  therefore  was  theoretical. 
It  would  be  most  unjust  to  deprive  the 
persons  in  question  of  protection,  and  to 
put  their  property  in  jeopardy  without  any 
grievance  having  been  shown  to  exist.  On 
all  these  grounds  he  supported  the  amend- 
ment. 

Dr.  Luikmgion  observed,  that  there  was 
much  good  sense  in  taking  all  the  benefits 
that  could  be  obtained  from  any  measure, 
when  all  that  it  was  desirable  to  obtain 
could  not  be  secured.  He  who  adhered 
rigidly  to  what  was  called  principles,  fre- 
quently lost  opportunities  of  accomplishing 
much  practical  good.  He  was  disposed  to 
assent  to  the  amendments  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Lords;  first,  because  they 
wqre  in  conformity  to  the  general  princi- 
ples of  our  law ;  and,  secondly,  because 
they  were  in  conformity  to  the  view  which, 
in  his  opinion,  the  l^islature  should  take 
of  the  manner  in  which  property  ought  to 
be  protected.  He  said  ''  ought ;"  because 
he  believed  the  security  of  property  in  this 
country  by  severe  enactments  was  carried 
much  furtnerthan  it  ou^ht  to  be  carried* 
Although  the  acquisition  and    the  juft 

securiw  of  property  were  adyaiitligeow  to 
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the  temmnnttf  tti  well  ftlrtd  (lie  possessor, 
thet^  wer^  Hniit^  beyotid  Which  tieither  the 
M^tiiaitioKi  tiM  the  poese^eioh  otight  to  b^ 
prbfected.  Property  was  ofily  one  meftns 
ef  happiness ;  the  happiness  of  all  was 
the  mi  of  th^  seenrity  of  property.  They 
who  maintained  the  jdstice  of  setting 
spring-guns  m  Woods  fbr  fhe  Iptotectioii 
tt  ^aiflde,  might  as  well  say  that  it  WonM 
be  justifiable  at  any  hour  of  the  liight  td 
fire  guns  through  the  Wood,  irr  the  hope 
thiitif  any  poilchers  were  there  they  would 
be  killed.  Such  an  act,  however,  would 
be  murder.  An  hon.  fHend  6f  his,  lately 
8  member  of  the  Hotise,  had  the  mis- 
fortune, dttfing  his  absehce  from  home,  to 
have  a  spring-giifi  set  in  his  garden.  He 
had  the  still  ^eater  misfortune  of  haring 
a  man  killed  by  that  spring-gun.  He 
(Dr.  L.)  had  been  an  eye-wHness  of  the 
misery  in  Which  this  accident  had  in- 
volved his  exceHent  frietid.  The  loss  of 
his  garden,  or  of  his  whole  pftoperty,  wortld 
not  have  itrfHcted  upoii  him  half  the  paid 
that  he  endured  for  weeks  and  months ; 
and  yet  he  was  not  to  blame,  for  he  had 
given  strict  oifders  to  lils  gardener  to  load 
the  spring-gun  only  with  poWder — an  order 
whicn  was,  unhappily,  disobeyed,  lliis 
example  was  sufficient  to  show,  that,  ff 
the  setting  of  spring-guns  Were  allowed  at 
alf,  it  would  frequently  happcti  that  the 
hidisc^tron  of  inferiot  petsons,  who  Were 
feckless  or  thoughtless  of  consequences, 
would  be  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  human 
life.  With  respect  to  gardens,  where  was 
the  necessity  for  this  kind  of  protection  ? 
Large  gardens  were  watched.  He  spoke 
6f  his  own  knowledge,  of  such  large 
gardens  as  those  at  the  bottom  of  High- 
gate-hill.  Tho^e  gardens  had  persons  to 
guard  them  at  night.  It  woula  be  other- 
wise impossible  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of 
stragglers.  If  persons  would  have  valuable 
property  in  open  fields,  easy  of  access,  it 
was  their  dutv  to  guard  it  against  depre- 
dation ;  and  If  they  did  not  do  so,  tliey 
must  bear  the  loss,  tt  was  on  this  prin- 
ciple that  some  of  the  wisest  and  best 
men  in  this  country  had  reprobated  the 
practice  of  tradesmen  who  left  their  goods 
exposed  at  their  shop-doors.  The  expense 
of  guarding  these  gardens  was  nothing  as 
compared  with  the  profit  derived  from 
tliem.  Had  any  hon.  gentleman  an  idea 
of  the  advance  in  the  retail  price  of  garden- 
stuff  sold  in  the  market  ?  It  was  a  thou- 
sand-fold. The  small  increase  of  expense, 
therefore,  which  the  etoployment  of  watch- 
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meii  w0ttM  oceasibn,^otddv^  borifpcitaitt^y 
tHfKng.  Jusii^  ithd  hmhfthlt^  called  for 
the  total  abblitlon  of  the  jiractiee  of  totttng 
6{>ring-guns.  The  HotiSe  oii^t  to  <*f>tt- 
sid^,  ^at  on  this  subject  they  were  !^9- 
lating  with  respect  to  a  deacripttoh  of 
Ofifehce  whldt  no  member  Of  it  wsls  likely 
tb  commit.  There  wa^,  therefore,  ob 
cohtmunitv  of  foelbg  Mweeil  the  legis- 
lature and  the  crimlhal ;  and  that  cotti- 
sideration  ought  to  indtie^  them  to  pass 
the  bill  in  its  present  state,  by  acclamaaoH. 

Sit  C.  WeihereU  e^)posed  the  lord^" 
amendmefirts,  a^  MIy  eoncurrea  Hi  all 
the  views  of  his  right  h(ki.  frremf.  He 
cdfi tended,  that,  according  to  the  law  of 
ESnglaud,  ptotection  to  prc^i^y  trotn  ivjkty 
was  justifiable. 

Lord  Sandon  asked,  if  it  was  justifiable 
by  the  coiftmon  law,  fbt  a  person  to  do  that 
by  agency  which  he  wouM  tiot  do  by  him- 
self. If  st  p(^tson  could  not  shodt  a  man 
elimbitig  a  wall,  ccrbld  he  do  so  by  a 
spring-gun.  Of  any  other  engine  ?  He 
contended,  he  could  ftot.  Such  doctritfc 
Was  alike  repugnant  to  the  comMOn  law 
and  natural  law,  t^hich  was  anterior  to  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  Calvert  rtioveo,  respecting  the 
setting  of  Spring-guns  in  the  iiext  dause, 
Chat  after  "  cfbntinued,**  there  be  added, 
"  from  sun-set  to  sun-rise."-^  A  greed  to. 

Mr.  W,  Bankes  moved  the  next  amend- 
hient,  on  the  l6rds'  anlendcnent,  #hich 
rendered  the  bill  general  in  its  operation, 
with  the  exception  of  dwellmff-houses ; 
he  proposed,  With  the  intention  of  briftgnig 
the  bill  back  to  its  general  form,  that  in- 
stead of  dwelling-house,  there  be  inserted, 
"unless  in  woods,  undef-woods,  green- 
houses,*' &c. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  urged  the  inexpediency  of 
altering  the  lords'  amendments,  wnich 
were,  perhaps,  made  in  the  very  expecta- 
tion of  their  being  rejected  here.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  be  seduced  to 
lose  the  bill  altogether,  by  now  negativing 
some  objectionable  clauses,  but  would 
carry  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  and 
trust  to  chance  for  future  improvements. 

Lord  Milton  concurred  in  these  sugges- 
tions. They  had  no  right  to  look  on  the 
amendments  made  in  the  bill  m  (he 
Lords,  in  any  other  liefat  than  as  the 
amendments  of  the  lords  generally;  al- 
though, out  of  that  House,  if  he  were 
asked  the  question,  he  could  point  out  the 
author  of  those  amendments.  Let  the 
House  take  the  bill   as   Aey  found  tt, 
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llMmtng  a  oftiAlti»geth«r,  wUcli  wH|i«  in 
•II  fBoMMJlir  he  ike  iiis^  «f  ftmaMift 
lUsa  $mtnaim9Ui*  Ihie  Hpuse  Umm 
Afidfid  i  For  ihe  inoodoaMil  241  AgrioU 
A4»i  M^i0rilyf(»rthe^UMiivM^2. 
Mr.  €.  43ahmH  9AmmA  m  Mmd*- 
J9«K  for  iMmteioii  i9f  8prifi|^g!iii«  \o  ikf 
aitaeni  01  gtHkp^  fai>t4hoQ0et»  at  coMer«- 
Irtlbrfes,  «itimilrfed  bf  «  vail  •ev'^ii  f(Kt 
biglM  fay  fi^UMig  m  coMpienwis  M^tiet  m 

Iieirf  ilAl^aii  flaidl«  that  MteolM  Wb^ 
eteid  keep  such  |ilaoMt  cbuidi  ato  Jm^ 
«  velehMaci  to  pratadlkenit 

Mh  G.  Cakf^t  wBid,  thttii  wiuMtMX 
m  ntny  of  tkft  peomft  far  ipIiok  bene^ 

flrdeiieii^  vfae  oaktimtad  Ike  gviteM  fuatf 

conflamviBries  Atttteked  to  lif^  Ikmum 
i^iek  had  teaa  ditepirtafari.  Tki(  House 
^'id6i:  F«r  tke  Aneadtoent  23a  Againat 
"it  40 ;  Mayority  i«:aaiat it  17. 

Tke   atker    imb'  ianendliiianto, 

ameadmenUt  «Mre  agiaed  to^  aad  oi 

to  ke  aant  kack  to  i&  Lanki 
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Priduyi  May  Id. 

PoftTa»jku]  Laid  EUenborot^k  mM, 
kit  was  anKiooBtodraw  tke  ailientisD  of  tkeir 
kldahipt  to  a  aukfeet  of  estKaae  iaipott- 
atice,  uMioaneetod  with  tkoae  diaeuistoiM 
wUch  had  of  late  aecupied  tiiedme  of  the 
HoMd*  The  a«kjek!t  which  he  was  at 
preaeat  dnniinis  to  ktiag  onder  the  nolwe 
of  tkeir  Ididshfps,  wag  tke  ttofte  of  the 
British  troops  in  Poitiigai.  The  anawer 
gtvea  aame  thae  ago  b^  the  oMe  lord, 
wIm>  was  Beoi^tart  for  FWeiga  AffairB,  to 
a  queatioa  whien  he  had  asked,  had 
phwed  him  and  their  tordshifs  in  a  sitaa- 
tkNi  of  great  difficalty .  As  liis  noble  friend 
had  atated^  ihu  the  production  of  the  tn- 
fiNwatian  for  adiiek  he  had  aaked  would 
tateriem  witk  taesotiatioiMs  which  were 
pending,  he  akooTd  &el  fveat  didiculiy 
m  taovuiff  for  infiormation  respecting  the 
stAte  of  Portugal.  He  had,  however,  a 
clear  parliamentary  ground  for  ealling  for 
that  ialbrmalioa ;  aad^  by  not  calling  for 
A  at  tkto  preaebt  aMMiient,  ha  did  aot 
cspraaa  anv  apprabatiott  of  tfaoae  nagotia- 
limis^  whica  were  now  peidkig,  because  he 
was  kept  ia  kotal  igiioraBce  df  the  stoto  o^ 
Portugal.  If  he  «adeiBtood  the  aatofie  of 
tbaae  aagotiatiana,  they  arere  «MSt  ka- 

l^eitoaft }  airif  ai  th|iprae«t  state  Dfthk^Pi 


tke  iMit  iamrtaat  e^eat  that  ^idd  tohi^ 
jfimt  would  be  the  ikistoat  witkdniwiil  of 
ear  tcoeps  fnom  Lieopa.  Tke  eem$^ 
frnderk  under  arUck  tke  British  tram 
were  seat  to  Portugal,  it  was  said,  eyist^ 
no  longer ;  bat  tbey  wane  retaiaed  in  tkai 
country  for  purposes  odier  than  those  for 
which  they  had  beep  sent  there*  If  that 
were  the  case,  his  majesty's  minislerd  were 
placing  themselves  un^ier  the  most  awful 
ves|KtaiMlity»  In  Abe  pseseat  atato  of 
Portagal^  it  was  barely  psasiUe  tkat 
British  troops  should  gaifisoa  liskop  with- 
out beiajg  Obliged  to  tidie  fpart  in  dpafcatic 
eentoatat  nA  the  fiiat  shot  fioed  by  a 
Brttisk  aoldjer  cesMneacea  Ike  war  ejf 
oi^iaas.  It  was  MOBled/tkat  die  SiitiA 
tiDops cemaiaad ia  Periawal  fk  afi»pcae 
diOereot  fitna  that  ferwUek  Ikaykadbeaa 
sent  to  diat  eaiHKry.  It  was  sahli  that 
tbey^reitiaiated  in  UM  eomtiy  te  the 
pwpoae  «f  mfeiialainwg  the  goaevMaeiit. 
If  our  troops  shattid  be  obliged  t^  trfoe 
part  in  oifH  dissensiimsi  Sfftia  woidd  haii^ 
skjostgvauadofwarf  FraweeweuMhave* 
Jast  graand  of  war(  and  thfeia  was  ^o 
p^war  ia  Europe  who  w«0ld  net  eibe 
advantage  of  thMiroamstaaiBesaiAder  which 
the  gofferomaot  kni  tdaoed  thatasehas, 
and  which  must  plunge  this  eoiuitry  aad 
Europe  into  a  state  of  geaaial  WMr.  It 
was  imposs^le  fo|r  a  keen  apprehmision 
not  to  taka  this  viawof  thequestkm  \  and, 
in  abetatmng  at  pitaeut  from  pressing  for 
the  pnidttctkm  of  pepem,  he  eipkeised  a 
hope^  that  at  no  disuist  peHod  thatiafor^ 
nation  which  be  desked  would  be  given 
to  tke  House.  If,  however,  his  mi^|esty's 
mioistars  should  not  fcel  it  to  be  tbair 
dutf  to  lay  any  paper  upon  the  sul]||ect  on 
their  lordships'  table  before  the  Houae 
separated,  he  shonld  think  it  to  be  kis 
duty  before  that  time  atriirad^  under  Ike 
pmeat  state  of  tbtnfs»  to  press  for  the 
infonaatioa  he  wantodU 

Lord  Dtfdfvy  antf  ITard  aaid)  that  the 
reason  for  which  ha  had  on  a  ferttier  oool- 
sion^  declined  answerinff  a  questien  simiiar 
to  the  present,  which  the  BoMe  lord  bed 
asked,  still  existed.  Undoiditedly  kis 
majesty's  suaistors  were  actkig,  on  the 
preaent  iEiq)ortant  question,  upon  their 
own  nespoBsibiiity .  They  were  performing 
an  aet,  which^  in  their  judgment,  #as  the 
best  they  eoahi  perforai;  and  when  tke 
tune  for  diaclasmre  arrived,  they  #onki 
then  see  whether  tkat  jndgmeat  wouU  be 
conftrmed  by  pariiament.  In  tke  aean- 
tiine  bfi  wn4d  aeitker  cMtfim  nor  cOalm* 
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diet  any  of  fliose  conjectures  in  which  the 
noble  lord  seemed  inclined  to  indulge. 
All  he  could  do  was,  to  entreat  the  noble 
lord  not  to  indulge  further  in  those  con- 
jectures^  but  to  wait  till  the  question  was 
fully  and  fairly  before  the  House. 


Peiiryft  EkdtMBm. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday 9  May  18. 

Penryn  Election  Bill.]  Mr.  L^- 
Keck  moved  the  second  reading*  of  the 
Penryn  Election  bill. 

Mr.  Barclay  said,  he  owed  it  to  his 
constituents,  though  he  did  not  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill,  to  declare 
that  it  had  been  urged  on  very  hastily. 
He  hoped  that  the  House  would  consider 
that  they  were  now  dealing  with  the  inter- 
ests of  five  hundred  persons. 

Lord  Altkorp  said,  that  he  had  been 
requested  to  state,  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
GrenfeU,  that  he  had  not,  as  it  had  been 
asserted  in  the  House,  withdrawn  from 
the  election  because  of  his  having  lost  his 
interest  with  the  electors ;  but  because  he 
felt  certain  that  he  could  not  be  returned 
without  resorting  to  comipt  practices. 
With  the  leave  of  the  House,  he  would 
read  the  letter: — 

"My  dear  Lord :— On  perusing  the 
report  of  what  passed  in  Ae  House  of 
Commons  on  Tuesday  last,  when  tlie  evi- 
dence from  the  Penryn  committee  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  Mr. 
Barclay  is  represented  (how  correctly  I 
know  not)  to  have  stated,  that  M  had 
withdrawn  as  a  candidate  from  Penryn, 
not  in  consequence  of  any  opinions  enter- 
tained by  me  injurious  to  the  character  of 
the  borough,  but  because  I  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  electors;'  and,  as  it 
might  be  inferred  from  this  supposed  as- 
sertion of  Mr.  Barclay,  if  not  contradicted 
by  me,  that  I  had  done  something  to  jus- 
tify the  electors  in  withdrawing  their  con- 
fidence from  me,  I  should  be  much  obliged 
if  you  could  avail  yourself  of  some  oppor- 
tunity of  stating,  on  my  behalf,  that,  al- 
though I  am  satisfied  that  this  assertion 
by  Mr.  Barclay  can  only  have  been  the 
result  of  erroneous  information,  conveyed 
to  him  by  others,  I  must,  in  justice  to 
myself,  declare,  that  nothing  can  be  more 
incorrect  than  the  assertion  itself:  for  the 
troth  is,  that  I  withdrew  from  Penryn, 
not  because  I  had  any  reason  to  believe 
that  I  had  lost  the  confidence  of  the 

electors,  but  becauce  I  felt  that  the 


Sectors  had  forfeited  the  confidence'  I 
^ad  placed  in  them*  I  had  confided  vA 
the  smcerity  of  the  assurances  whidi  thtty 
n^e  to  me,  both  before  and  after  my 
election  in  1820,  that  they  would  continiie 
to  support  me  upon  the  principles  which 
I  most  distinctly  told  them  were  the  only 
pnnciples  upon  which  I  would  accept 
their  suffrages.  I  had  adhered  strictiyv 
on  my  part,  to  those  principks.  I  had 
never  deceived  them,  but  I  had  reason  ft>t 
believing  that  the  electors  were  preparing 
to  break  their  compact  with  me.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  I  had  satisfied  myself,  by 
representations  made  to  me  from  various 
quarters,  that  I  had  no  chance  of  being 
elected  a  second  time,  without  a  recur- 
rence to  those  illegal  practices  whidi  had 
formerly  prevMled  in  tiieboroi^,  I  de- 
termine! at  once  to  withdraw  from  it. 

"  It  has,  indeed,  been  stated,  that  tl4|. 
two  gentlemen  who  .now  represent  Penrjum 
were  elected    without   any  participation, 
either  directly  or  indirectlv,  in  those  acts 
of  bribery  and  treating  which,  in  the  re- 
port now  before  the  House,  are  proved  to 
have  been  practised  at  the  election  in  June 
last ;  but,  whatever  means  they  may  have 
possessed  for  thus  recommending  them- 
selves to  the  pure  and  unbiassed  choice  of 
the  electors,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  such 
means  were  within  my  reach,  and  that  I 
had  no  chance  of  success  at  Penryn  with- 
out lending  myself  to  those  acts  of  cor- 
ruption which  are  now  proved  to  have 
occurred  at  the  last  election,    although 
without  the  knowledge  or  participation  of 
the  two  hon.  members  who  at  present  re- 
present this  boroueh. 

^'  I  cannot  conclude  without  concurring 
in  the  opinion  which  has  been  expressed 
by  others  as  to  the  respectability  of  many 
individuals  who  are  electors  of  Penryn, 
and  who  are  not  only  incapable  of  bemg 
parties  to,  but  who  reprobate,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  the  comipt  practices 
referred  to.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my 
dear  lord,  very  faithfully  your*s, 

"  Pascoe  Grenfrll. 

'' Charles-street,  St.  James's,    Friday, 
May  11." 

Mr.  Ferguson  said,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  parliament  to  interfere  in 
defence  of  the  purity  of  election,  against 
the  practices  that  had  prevailed  in  this 
borough.  On  the  report  that  had  been 
presented  with  respect  to  the  latedection» 
he    should  have   had    very  considerable 

difficulty  in  nakisg  up  bis  loind  as  to  tliQ 
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ooune  to  be  followed;  'but,  when  he 
permed  the'iepoKs  of  the  two  several 
oonnuittees  in  1807  and  1819,  both  dis- 
dofiing,  in  the  evidence  on  which  they 
were  founded,  the  grosseet  aiid  most 
flhamefiil  cases  of  briery  and  oorniption 
that  had  ever  come  before  parliament,  he 
had  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the  duty  he 
ought  to  perform.  In  1807,  it  appeared, 
by  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  a 
positive  agreement  had  been  regularly 
nude  between  sir  Christopher  Hawkins, 
who  was  supposed  to  be  the  patron  of  the 
borough,  and  a  committee  of  the  bur- 
gesscs,  by  which  it  was  settled,  that  each 
.elector  diould  receive  twenty*foar  guineas 
for  his  vote.  There  was  every  reason  to 
beheve  that  the  money  had  been  paid  in 
pursuance  of  this  agreement.  The  report 
also  stated,  that  proof  had  been  given  of 
various  other  acts  of  bribery.  The  result 
was,  that  sir  C.  Hawkins  was,  by  the  re- 
turning officer,  declared  duly  elected.  On 
a  petition  against  his  return,  a  committee 
of  the  House  resolved,  that  sir  Christopher 
had  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption. 
He  was,  of  course,  unseated  by  the  report, 
and  a  prosecution  followed  in  the  court  of 
King's-beneh.  What  were  the  facts  in 
1819,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Swan  and  another 
gentleman,  who  was  then  a  candidate  for 
d&is  borough  ?  It  was  stated  in  the  re- 
port on  that  election,  that  that  gentleman 
(whom  he  would  not  name),  in  the  public 
and  open  day,  went  from  house  to  house, 
and  paid  5/.  to  each  elector  for  his  vote. 
Yet  that  gentleman  was,  by  the  returning 
officer,  declared  duly  elected.  A  petition 
was  afterwards  presented  against  his  re- 
turn, and  he  was  unseated,  as  being  guilty 
of  bribery  and  corruption.  There  could 
be  no  doubt,  therefore,  as  to  the  necessity 
of  visiting  Penryn  with  a  punishment 
suitable  to  its  offence.  Parliament  would 
not  disfranchise  every  borough  where 
bribery  might  take  place ;  but  when  it  was 
proved,  by  successive  inquiries,  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  electors  were  contami* 
nated  with  the  corruption  by  which  the 
members  were  returned^  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  House  to  vindicate  its  privi- 
leges, and  maintain  the  purity  of  election* 
He  was  now  prepaied,  on  the  evidence 
reported  by  the  last  committee,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  two  former  committees,  to 
vote  for  depriving  Pentvn  of  the  right  of 
election  which  it  had  hitherto  exercised. 
If  he  had  had  only  the  last  report  before 
him^  he  might  have  found  conskfereble 


difficidty  in  this  case ;  as  the  comiAitlee, 
though  they  bad  found  that  gross  bribery 
and  treating  had  taken  place,  had  never- 
theless declared,  that  one  of  the  sitting 
members  was  duly  elected,  and  that  no 
case  of  corruption  had  been  brought  home 
to  them.  They  declared  there  had  been 
gross  cases  of  bribery,  but  that  Mr.  Man- 
ning had  not  been  concerned  in  them. — 
For  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  it  mattered 
not  how  the  case  stood  with  reference  to 
that  hon.  gentleman.  There  were  certainly 
many  difficulties  in  considering  the  rep<»t ; 
because,  if  the  agency  of  Sewell  and  Stan- 
bury  was  proved,  it  followed  irresistibly, 
that  that  agency  was  brought  home,  if 
not  to  tiie  sitting  members,  at  least  to 
their  immediate  (heads  and  a^;ent8.  The 
bribery  was  of  the  grossest  kmd.  Sove-* 
reigns  were  given,  under  pretence  of  giving 
dinner  tickets,  and  the  electors  who  had 
taiken  both  the  dinner  and  the  sovereign 
were  allowed  to  vote  for  the  hon.  gentle^ 
man  who  had  been  petitioned  against. 
There  was  sufficient  ground  in  this  report, 
and  the  previous  ones  of  1807  and  1819, 
for  the  House  to  proceed  against  this  bo- 
rough. The  bill  contained  a  provision, 
opening  the  right  of  election  to  the  adja- 
cent hundreds.  That  was  a  remedy  which 
he  thought  highly  objectionable.  The 
neighbourhood  of  such  a  borough  as  Pen- 
ryn was  the  last  place  to  which  he  would 
transfer  the  franchise.  He  would  infinitely 
prefer  to  adopt  the  opinion  expressed  by 
some  hon.  members,  that  the  right  of  re- 
turning a  member  to  parliament  should 
be  transferred  to  some  great  manufactur- 
ing and  commercial  town.  He  entirely 
afi^eed,  that  no  place  required  the  benefit 
of  representation  in  that  House  so  much, 
consioering  its  extensive  trade  and  im- 
mense population,  as  Manchester. 

Mr.  H,  Oumey  remarked,  that  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Grenfell  might  be  recon- 
ciled with  that  of  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
D.  Barclay),  by  supposing  that  he  had  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  small  minority  whom 
it  was  not  necessary  to  corrupt. 

Lord  Alihorp  said,  that  the  only  an- 
swer to  that  explanation  was,  that  Mr. 
Grenfell  stated  positively,  that  that  was  not 
the  case.  Mr.  Grenfell  denied  that  he 
had  lost  the  confidence  of  the  respectable 
part  of  the  inhabitants. 

Sir  C.  Hawkbu  addressed  the  House, 
^ut  was  totally  inaudible  in  the  gallery. 
F  Sir    C.  BuTTtU   undentood    that  his 
I  name  had  been  used  by  the  hon,  baronet* 
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]f  k#  M  HOI  W9fbi  w  au  9iMmf  h^  > 

lYiiilMl  bin  ooodicll  W0MI4  iftft  he  inii|wleA 
t^  diaieipect ;  m  be  s^ally  liad  nfH  been 
fkUe  to  G«tch  one  wovd  of  llie  hon.  faffr 
IQnei'»  »p6«eb.  As  to  the  ptmemX^fum- 
im»  ^  advked  the  Hduie  aot  to  diieiMB 
nWil  3ho«ld  be  do«e  tritb  tbe  franebin  of 
FetHfjm,  until  tbey  h»A  decMeA  wbetber 
auy  thing  lit  aU  ahould  be  dose  with  it. 
TImtb  oouM  be  doi  doubt  th»l  Femrjn  wee, 
toiiQ^rtein  degiee,  impme.  In  )S)9,  a 
biU  b»d  boe»  eelvelW  cerried  up  to  the 
)Qvd9  to  difftenehiee  that  bofoegh.  That 
ftot  ovght  90%  to  be  wholly  oqt  of  their 
ei^t  dmg  the  |»eeent  dieoiissioii.  If, 
hi  edditioii  to  the  neiiy  eet«  of  bribti; 
the9  pivved  egeim  fmnmf  it  eppeaied 
thatcQif«pt  pteetieee  hrf  ehtee  pneyeUed 
thete^  thie  Heuee eenid  eonteto  th»ee»- 
etuMony  thel  eeeh  m  boioefh  wet  unfit 
10  send  lepieeeiitetiree  to  piarUemenl. 

Sir  £.  Carriti^tan^  edmtted,  theve  oiwM 
be  no donbt  that biihefy bad  been  proved; 
but  il  wae  by  no  meane  clear,  therefeee, 
that  the  mltmm  iwlie  of  parlieinent  wai 
to  be  sqn|diedy  and  the  bwongh  ditfran- 
ehised.  Were  the  wrong  domgs  of  the 
guilty  only  lo  be  beene  in  mind,  in  order 
that  the  nnofiiBiidiag  might  be  deprived  of 
the  righte  and  privileges  whieh  they  had 
never  abased  9  They  had  done  their  dutv 
Ihilhful^,  yet  they  weie  to  be  pnniehedl 
Vie  ntierif  disif  proved  ef  the  piopoeitioo 
to  CBElsnd  the  nght  of  voting  to  the  bn»- 
ditdi*  He  oMeeled  to  that  course  on 
prinoinle,  in  aU  oases.  It  was  making  a 
flsvt  ai  pstty  connty  election ;  and  there* 
ftve  it  riHMdd  be  viewed  as  a  daagerone 
innovation  on  the  ancient  system  of  repre^ 
aantation.  He  hnew  how  this  kind  of  re- 
medy had  operated  pwotieatty,  being  a 
near  resident  to  Aylesonry.  Certainly,  at 
Shoreham,  the  dumge  hod  tamed  out  to 
be  no  gieat  impiovement.  He  would  not 
enter  hnto  the  discnasion  of  the  propriety 
of  tranafetfiag  the  remseatation  to  Man- 
ehestev.  it  weqM^  he  tbonght,  be  more 
discaict  net  to  mention  the  name  of  any 
place,  until  the  qnestion  aa  to  the  disfran- 
chie&meni  of  Pcaryn  was  decided. 

The  bil  was  read  a  second  time.  On 
the  i|«estion  that  it  be  ceonmitted, 

Mr,  D,  B&nlaif  again  addr^aed  the 
Hnnee.  We  andeiitead  him  to  say,  that 
notwithstanding  the  pwyndicsa  which  pre> 
vailed  against  the  boeongh  of  Feoryn,  he 
was  eonvinoad  that  its  charaoter  had  been 
i^rgoing  a  gradnal  change  far  the  better 
linen  th«yeni)807» 


The  Ho^aa  wfni  into  a  eannrittee  asa 
4^  bil),  and  wiCneiaea  wnee  oederod  ta  \m 
called  to  the  bnv. 

John  Stanbwry  was  then  bronght  in  nn-« 
der  the  custody  of  the  governor  of  New* 
gale,  and  exnanned  by  Mr.  LsgbrKeek, 
to  the  M)owin|  efiect.— He  md  hia  mnm 
was  John  Atanbury,  and  that  he  reoeived 
a  snmenona  ta  Intend  upon  the  eosmitlee 
appointed  lo  eoneider  the  Penvyn  ekoUen 
petilien»  but  ffasH  he  did  not  so  attend. 
He  was  a  ineideni  of  Penryn  at  the*tine 
of  the  httt  eleeliein.  He  aehnowladgnd 
that  he  had  taken  en  aotiva  part  in  the 
deetion  befom  the  hut,  when  Mr.  Weed- 
ing  was  a  oandidnte,  and  that  he  had  nn< 
eoi  ved  teee  seveeal  sua»  of  1  (MMM.  -f3l^W. 
and  6Mki  lo  neat  the  elnetom.  At  tti« 
fam  eleetion  he  had  two  romns  ni  thn 
HonaenfiehnFwwIey*  Hane^etmeeinmi 
meie  thatt  2QI.  to  treat  the  deelva;  amd 
he  oeitainly  did  net  receive  21^61.  He 
did  not  reeotteot  any  snob  ciieumetanee  ne 
hia  tiBiag  a  pesaon  named  SeweU  to  tm^ 
post  Manomg,  hecanae  lord  Peroevara 
party  weee  so  poor  they  eenki  not  pe«  ssy 
ONumy;  wasqnile  sore  that  he  did  net 
receive  g«dd  and  notes  at  hie  roonsi  fiena 
Sewell,  in  order  to  treat  the  eleetON^  aad 
did  not  join  Mr.  Manning*s  perty.  He 
received  no  money,  >>®^  ^o^  ^hn  pnj* 
ment  of  debu  incurred  ror  twnting  Ae 
electeia.  He  wae  quite  snre  there  vaae 
no  dehls  eieept  tor  treating  the  eleeHMa. 
HeknewThmnaa  Pitta,  and  knt  him  tin 
uonnds;  nns  certain  the  money  wae  only 
lent.  He  never  said  la  Pitts  orle  amr 
other  person,,  that  he  had  received  1300/. 
for  the  exertion  of  hie  intemBl  in  the  ho- 
rongh  of  Penryn.  He  hnowa  John  Oar* 
ran,  but  never,  gave  him  any  mmmf.  He 
knows  John  Joyce,  and  gave  hnn  two 
ponadi  ten  shillitqiB,  whack  he  owed  him. 
He  paid  Thonms  Jonea  nineteen  pounds 
during  the  time  of  the  eleetmn  for  Us  ser* 
vices  dusmg  two  years.  Thomna  ients 
was  in  hia  aBSfde^meat  as  a  msnsgar  ia 
electnmeerhig  ooneamslbiit  in.nnelhtr 
that  he  haew  of.  He  conlmaed  thai  Us 
clerk  kept  a  list  of  tke  nnmea  ef  the  eotew, 
with  the  amenat  paid  te  enob  put  down 
at  the  end  cf  the  name.  Tboee  smas^ 
howanery  wage  aU  paid  in  a  legid  wayi.  He 
admitted  that  he  was  te  gel  mene^r  hot 
it  was  not  lo  pay  any  vntem;  it  was  fw 
hisservicee;  he  did  not  niiaassi  having 
said  that  ha  had  been  deeeived)  that  he 
^'^  ^^  V^^f  ^^^  thel  nnkm  he  was 
peid,  »ewnnWfipgi»l>ewheiHi»n|gti 
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»  ke  iMri  tit  M  mf  <Nimi»fiucilioii 
villi  Mr.  amenatoca  llie  •leetkni;  1m  <}«. 
umihmmgwvd  to  Mf.  Haddy,  thalif  tbit 
ptiition  utetB  prooMdad  in«  tbe  baraigh 
«l  Pentyn  anut  be  dMiwehiied ;  be  hid 
MPfit  pM  t«7  money  to  yolen  in  Pew^a 
fof  the  purpose  of  obteiaiiig  their  eupport. 

Tbe  witwflt  wee  then  exammed  bj  Mr. 
Broeg^im.  Hie  aaeweie  were  to  tbe  fol-* 
biwn^  effect: — 

HoiPABbeni  et  Penrp;  bed  no  pro- 

ef^  and  bad  kXkfwed  no  trade  there ; 
iRtended  la  open  a  grocer'e  ibop,  but 
■erav  did  aa  9  be  had  bean  enmad  ae  a 
bopeufb  egeat;  al  Bamfltaple»  Irogony, 
Penryn,  Exeter,  LiMQh>»  aad.  at  St.  Aif 
baaf%«    AiExfller  he  bad  iateadbeed  Mr. 
Byean  ae  a  gaMeia)  eaadidalBy  but  bed  re- 
aamred  nv  mmnej  or  pronaise  of  laaaey 
hmm  \mmi  Mr.  liymm  bad deelined  the 
oeatait»  ba  bad  ne^per  bean  engaged  la 
any  dktXkm  befae  tbe  Imi,  »cept  at 
Bafaatnptoi    Althaugb  he  «at  not  bom 
at  Baroitaphi,  aar  bad  Uted  tbere^  be  bad 
baa»  laqaerted  by  thepriseipalaien  to  in« 
tradaoe  a  candidate.    He  bad  fomeriy 
been  a  defk  in  dw  Eeat-India  Hoom. 
He  wm  flo  for  eight  yean.    Hq  oeaeed  to 
be  so  in  1806.    He  had  resigned.    Bo* 
toabe  waaa  clork,  he  had  been  a  laboarer 
brthe  Baet^India  House.     He  had  been  a 
hboawf  iiN>ai  the  age  of  17.    He  bad 
served  hit  apyrcatieeship  to  a  oobler  al 
Bawslaaia.    tie  was  eagaged  in  the  Bans* 
staple  eleeliQn  in    ISOS,  and  again    in 
ISQi8»    After  he  had  resigaed  bis  situation 
ae  a  cMi  in  the  East-India  House,  he  was 
a  clerk  in  tbe  War^^oflwe  for  four  years. 
ThateaiplaynieBteeasedinlSia*   He  had 
einee  bene  a  yeoman^-a  famer.    He  had 
Ihree  kboaiers.    He  formed  bis  own  pro* 
part)^— a  farm  of  ft^^-two  aotsa.    it  was 
anar  Ftymoatb.    He  had  ako  a  cottage 
aeTrngony.    He  had  for  two  yearn  veaeed 
a  bouee  at  Pearya  at  15f.  a-year,  besides 
Aelaxet.    From  iai2  to  tbe psssent year 
be  bad  ae?er  done  any  thing  exeept  eo^ 
tbratmg  tbe  forty-4wo  acres  be  bad  men- 
tmned.    He  bod  budt  bouses  at  Trsgony, 
but  bad  aet  yet  leoeifed  any  rent  for  thsm. 
He  bad  fold  out  about  S,OOOI.  at  Tmgony. 
He  waa  not  obtigad  to  tell  bow  be  got  this 
omaey.    The  rent  el  hual  m  his  noigb- 
baavbued  was  Are  ponads  an  acre.    But 
be  did  not  dibdc  U  oouM  let  ha  for^- 
twaaema  for  lOOf.    He  did  not  think  he 
eeuld  fol  tbera  for  100/.    He  bad  net 
baugbt  Hm  bmd.    Hebadnal,>istbefoiu, 
ffidfl|Nilfltffia)|iiawyiwipeity,    Iff  w|e 
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liying  iA  Newgale,  at  pywent.  under  an 
order  for  contempt  If  be  had  said  that 
the  bod  which  be  cultivated  was  his  own 
projperty,  he  had  told  an  untruth.  He 
denied  that  he  had  said  that  it  was  his  own 

eroperty.    He  now  said»  that  it  was  not 
is  own.    It  belonged  to  squire  Quinnessr 
He  paid  38/.  a-year  for  it.    When  he  said 
that  land  in  his  neighbourbood  was  worth 
five  pounds  an  acre  rent,  be  meant  some 
land.  He  thought  eiffht,  if  not  twelve  acres 
of  the  land  which  he  farmad  was  wortli 
five  pound*  an  acre ;  but  he  could  not  re- 
collect tbe  name  of  any  field  or  close  in 
which  tbe  land  he  so  valued  was  situated. 
He  had  his  farm  091  g  lease  of  seven,  elevep. 
or  fourteen  vears.    He  bad  alway?  p^ 
hi«  rant  to  Mr.  Guina^s.    it  was  aot  bv 
fiirminff  that  be  mp^de  tbe  mou^  wbicb 
be  bad  laid  out  in  houses  at  Tre^ony. 
He  bad  bad  no  other  trade  or  occupatio«i 
sioee  1812  but  thatof  a  yeoman*    Hebe- 
came  aequaiated  with  Mr.  Freshfield  on  the 
13th  of  June,  1826.  He  had  never  before  seen 
or  corresponded  with  him.    Mr.  Freshfield 
called  on  him  at  Penryn,        He  had  not 
taken  a  bouse  at  Penryn  for  tbe  purpose 
of  turning  the  eleotioa  for  that  place  to 
his  own  acoount.  Mr*  Fxeshfiela  called 
upon  hbn  to  request  bis  support  of  Mr. 
Maoning-    Hit  answer  was,  that  he  bad 
no  elation  to   support  Mr*  Manning. 
No  terma  were  mentioned.    He  was  not 
to  be  employed  at  so  much  a  day,  or  so 
mueb  a  week ;  be  made  no  stipulationa 
whatever.    He  did  not  know  that  he  was 
to  reoeiva  anything.     Mr.  Freshfield  never 
said,  that  it  wouklbe  advantageous  to  him 
to  support  Mr.  Manning.    The  way  in 
which  be  was  to  support  Mr.  Manning  was 
by  inducing  voters  to  vote  for  him.    Mr* 
Freshfield  had  never  seen  bim  afterwards 
on  the  sabjieet.    He  bad  seen  Mr.  Fresh- 
field after  tbe  election,  and  had  told  him 
that  ba  bad  beea  at  some  expenie  at  hia 
bouae  on  aeoount  of  the  eleetion.    Mr. 
Frsabfield  said,  he  could  my  nothing  about 
k.    He  did  not  sav  that  he  oould  say 
nothing  about  it  for  fonrteen  days.    It  did 
not  occur  to  bim,  that  Mr.  Fresbfiekl  meant 
that ;  altbmigb  he  knew  that  no  petitioK  , 
could  be  pvesented  lo  parliament  com- 
pfoinmg  of  bribery  whwh  had  taken  place 
until  fimrleen  days  after  the  election.    He 
bad  lokl  Mr.  FfeebfieM,  that  be  bad  no 
ebim  apon  bim.    Mr.  Freshfield  was  not 
Mr.  Manning's  agent.    He  did  not  know 
who  was  Mr.  Maaniag'i  agaat.    He  did 
n«t  know  wM  Mr.  fm\^*M^a^  49w»l9 
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Peniyn  for.  He  had  heard  that  Mr. 
Freshfield  was  Mr.  Manning's  solicitor. 
He  had  never  seen  Mr.  Fresh6eld  again ; 
although  he  had  written  to  and  received 
letters  from  him.  He  had  asked  for  some 
little  expenses  which  he  had  been  at. 
They  amounted  to  about  40/.  He  had 
never,  however,  demanded  any  larger  sum. 
He  left  it  to  Mr.  Freshfield.  He  should 
have  been  satisfied  with  50/.  He  had 
not  said  that  he  had  been  40/.  out  of 
pocket.  To  the  repeated  question,  whe- 
ther he  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the 
balance  of  ten  pounds  for  his  trouble,  the 
witness  answered  that  he  had  had  no 
trouble.  He  should  have  been  satisfied 
with  50/.  When  he  said  before  that  he 
should  have  been  satisfied  with  50/.  he 
meant  that,  although  he  should  have  been 
satisfied  with  40/.  he  should  have  been 
better  satisfied  with  50/.  He  had  never 
paid  anything  at  Penryn  but  what  was 
iustly  owing  to  persons.  Mr.  Freshfield 
nad  never  given  him  a  farthing.  He 
had  not  applied  to  anybody  else.  He 
had  not  had  any  further  communication 
with  Mr.  Freshfield  since  that  which  he 
had  described.  He  had  not  been  paid  in 
so  scanty  a  manner  at  some  other  elec- 
tions. He  had  been  paid  liberally.  At 
Barnstaple  he  had  received  from  sir  Eyre 
Coote  in  1812,  500/.  for  his  services. 
— ^Was  that  500/.  clear  nett  profit,  or  had 
you  the  handing  of  any  other  money  ? 
It  WW  clear  money. — Were  you  hb  agent  ? 
No. — Then  for  what  was  the  money? 
For  my  services,  travelling  about  to  see 
the  electors,  and  associating  with  the  voters. 
— Did  you  ever  get  any  other  money? 
Perhaps  I  might. — ^Come,  what  did  Mr. 
Taylor  give  you?  In  1806,  I  think,  he 
gave  me  300/. — Did  you  ever  receive  any 
other  money  from  Mr.  Taylor  but  that 
300/.  I  think  that  out  of  respect  for  me, 
he  might  have  let  me  have  a  couple  of 
hundreds  afterwards. — Besides  the  300/. 
clear  pay,  and  the  200/.  respect  money, 
how  much  more  did  Mr.  Taylor  give  vou  ? 
I  do  not  understand  you. — How  mucn  did 
that  election  cost  Mr.  Taylor  ?  Perhaps 
3,000/.— Perhaps  6,000/.?  No  it  did 
not.  I  know  not  what  it  cost  him.  In 
1806,  it  did  not  cost  him  quite  3,000/. — In 
what  way  was  that  3,000/.  disbursed  ? 
Each  of  the  London  voters  had  8/.  to  go 
down,  and  8/.  to  come  up,  and  that  made 
1 ,600/.,  as  there  were  a  hundred  of  them. 
The  Bristol  electors  had  to  be  paid  besides 
12/.  each. — Had  you  the  payments  to 
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make?  Tes;  all  that  money  pamadthfongfa 
my  hands. — Was  that  the  whole  of  the 
expense?  No,  I  believe  not. — ^TUs  was 
at  Barnstaple  :  how  much  did  you  get  at 
Tiegony  ?  There  was  no  expense  there. — 
What!  no  expense  in  gettmg  a  hundved 
and  eighty  voters  at  one  side  in  a  con- 
tested election  ?  None,  only  the  treating. 
Did  the  treating  money  pass  through  your 
hands?  Yes. — ^Did  you  pay  it  dlyour-- 
self?  Yes. — Out  of  your  own  podcet? 
No. — How  much  ?  I  cannot  tell. — Come, 
tell  us  within  500/.  of  the  sum.  I  cannot 
say.— Was  it  3,000/.  ?  I  don't  know.— 
Was  it  2,000/.  ?  I  don't  know.-- Was  it 
1,200/.?     I  don't  know. 

The  witness  was  ordeied  to  withdraw. 

Tlie  Atiomey-Oeneral  said,  he  would 
submit  to  the  committee,  whether  it  w«a 
expedient,  by  continuing  the  coaise  wlodk 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  adopted, 
to  go  into  matters  which  took  place  at 
other  elections,  when  the  question  befioie 
the  committee  was  what  had  transpiied  at 
the  election  at  Penryn.  He  really  thought 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had,  by  his 
questions,  brought  another  issue  befi>re  the 
committee,  which  was  in  no  way  esaentiftl 
to  the  matter  before  them. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  was  astootahed 
at  what  had  fallen  ftom  his  hon.  aad 
learned  friend.  It  was  both  the  privilege 
and  the  duty  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, when  they  got  within  their  veach 
such  persons  as  this,  to  expose  them  as 
much  as  it  was  possible  they  could  be 
exposed,  and  to  hold  them  and  their 
worthless  employers  up  to  the  scorn  and 
indignation  of  the  country.  He  requiied 
no  other  argument — ^he  would  sedc  for  bo 
other  argument — ^than  this,  by  which  to 
justify  himself  in  adhering  to  a  piaotiee 
which  all  former  attorney-generals  had 
rather  thought  it  their  duty  to  sanction 
than  to  attempt  to  stifle  by  taking  technical 
objections, — a  practbe  wliich  he  bad  al- 
ways followed,  and  had  never  before  seen 
excepted  to, — a  practke,  moreover,  ia 
which  he  was  sure  he  should  be  upheld 
and  protected  by  the  House,  no  matter  by 
what  authority  it  might  be  impugned,  even 
though  it  should  be  that  of  nis  majestj'B 
Attorney-general  [cheers].  He  would  «Mfy 
the  subtilty  of  his  hon.  and  learned  fiieod 
to  point  out  any  question  of  his  which  did 
not  make  for  the  purpose  before  them»— 
which  did  not  involve  the  cradit  of  Insli- 
mony.  If  he  were  not. allowed  to  pit 
questions  to  which  an  inteliigiftile  and  ois* 
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tinct  answer  mmt  be  ghren,  the  witness 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  up  his 
mind  to  say  '^  No/'  as  he  had  done  to  the 
questions  of  the  hon.  member  for  Leicester- 
shire. He  had  no  doubt  that  his  hon. 
friend  had  odier  testimony  by  which  he 
could  confront  and  confound  these  answers 
of  the  witness.  He  could  see  plainly  that 
his  hon.  friend  had  such  testimony  in  re- 
serve,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  had,  in 
his  questions,  referred  to  other  persons, 
and  associated  them  with  the  subject  of 
those  questions.  He  called  upon  the 
House  to  consider  but  for  a  mcHuent  the 
nnsatisfactorv,  the  negative  answers  of  the 
witness ;  ana  he  wouU  then  ask  them,  if 
It  was  not  absolutdy  necessary  to  put  such 
a  man  to  the  test  of  a  rigonras  examination. 
He  nerer  knew  before  that  night,  that 
such  a  character  was  one  that  ought  to 
be  protected :  a  diaracter  the  most  de- 
Bpi<»d>le — a  regular  Cornish  borough- 
monger.  He  slK>uld  be  sorry  to  go  one 
step  further  than  his  duty  directed  him, 
but  with  one  step  short  of  that  he  would 
not  content  himself;  and  he  hoped  that 
his  majesty's  present  government  would 
not  allow  any  let  or  himuance  to  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  such  a  course. 

The  Aiiomey-Oeneral  said,  that  his 
leamed  friend  had  much  mistaken  him, 
if  he  supposed  that  he  meant  for  a  single 
moment  to  protect  the  witness.  He  felt 
quite  as  much  indignation  at  hie  conduct, 
as  Us  leamed  friend  could  possibly  feel. 
It  was  not  because  he  felt  le^  than  his 
learned  friend,  that  he  had  talUn  a  less 
indignant  tone;  but  because  he  thought 
that  a  temperate  discussion  was  better 
suited  to  the  purpose  of  the  committee. 
If  any  member  of  the  committee  thought 
it  necessary  to  go  into  these  matters,  he 
should  be  the  last  man  to  stop  such  sr 
ooufse.  His  only  reason  for  rising  was, 
that  many  gaatlemen  around  him  thought 
the  matter  had  been  pushed  a  little  too 
far.  His  object  was  that  of  saving  the 
time  of  the  committee.  If,  however,  his 
leamed  friend,  or  the  hon.  member  who 
had  brought  the  subject  forward,  thought 
that  it  ought  to  be  gone  on  with,  he  would 
cheerfully  withdraw  all  opposition. 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  thought  it  expedient  to 
enter  into  a  cross-examination,  however 
diffuse,  if  the  truth  from  such  a  roan  could 
be  elicited  by  such  means. 

Mr.  Wftm  said,  that  this  man  being 
already  in  Newgate,  and  having  now  ex- 
posed himself  by  so   many  falsehoods, 
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appeared  to  him  to  be  in  a  sitoatmn,  that 
'*.non  habet  tmde  cadat**  It  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  fall  any  lower. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  perfectly  con- 
curred in  that  view  of  the  matter ;  and,  if 
that  was  the  impression  of  the  committee, 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied. 

The  Attorney-General  said,  he  was 
satisfied  half  an  hour^ago  that  no  one 
in  the  House  believed  the  witness. 

Mr.  Legh'Keck  heartily  thanked  the 
learned  gentleman,  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  had  cross-examined  the  witness; 
because  he  was  sure  that  he  had  screwed 
himself  up  to  the  sticking  place  of  denial. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  the  language  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn)  had  used 
in  speaking  of  the  ^tness  hardly  tolerable. 
It  ought  not  to  be  said,  that  a  man's  cha- 
racter was  blasted,  unless  there  was  very 
strong  grounds  for  such  an  asseirtion.  If 
it  could  be  proved  that  his  evidence  was 
false,  such  language  might  be  fairiy  used ; 
but,  until  then,  he  thought  it  uncalled-for. 
He  had  not  seen  any  thing  to  warrant  the 
language  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
used. 

Mr.  Wifnn  said,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
witness  had  flatly  contradkted  himself,  and 
was  therefore  altogether  unworthy  of  belief. 

Mr.  S,  Bourne  thought,  that  if  his  hon. 
friend  had  known  the  character  of  this 
witness  before,  it  would  have  been  better 
not  to  have  produced  him  at  all ;  as  no 
reliance  could  be  placed  upon  his  evidence. 

Mr.  Legh-Keck  said,  that  the  witness 
would  not  appear  before  the  committee, 
and  he  was  therefore  glad  that  he  had 
been  enabled  to  produce  him  before  the 
House,  in  order  that  it  might  be  satisfied, 
that  what  other  witnesses  had  said  of  him 
was  correct. 

Mr.  FerguMOH  said,  there  was  scarcely 
a  fact  sworn  to  b^  the  witnesses  in  the 
evidence  which  this  man  had  not  con- 
tradicted ;  and  yet  the  hon.  member  for 
Montrose  wished  to  hear  other  evidence, 
before  an  opinion  was  pronounced  upon 
tlie  credibility  of  the  witness. 

Mr.  2).  W,  Harvey  thought  it  very  im- 
portant that  this  man  should  be  farther  ex- 
amined. He  had  said,  that  his  clerk  kept 
a  list  of  voters,  with  the  sums  paid  to  each 
marked  against  their  names.  It  was  very 
desirable  that  it  should  be  ascertained  who 
paid  these  sums.  Though  the  evidence 
of  the  witness  was  not  worth  any  thing  of 
itself,  yet  it  might  be  received,  in  support 
of  the  less  questionable  evidence  of  others. 
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John  fltftMbarf  was  then  ra^GalM* 

SamtiiMi  by  Mr.  S.  BotarM^'-^He  had 
told  them  before,  that  h»  okrk  kept  a  list 
of  die  iMiters,  togetha?  with  an  aocount  of 
tie  waotHff  fud  to  each.  That  money 
cana  fima  Mr.  Waading.  The  monejr 
paid  to  these  yoteva  was  in  oonsidenition 
^  lervioes  performed  by  them.  They  had 
bean  engaged  for  the  kist  two  yearfl. 

By  Dr.  Phillimafe,--^A1\  the  money  he 
veaeited  was  for  treating  at  Penryn. 
FeihapB  three  hundred  electors  m%ht  have 
partakett  of  this  treatmg.  The  nature  of 
Ike  treating  was  eating  and  dnnldn^*  On 
one  ooeasion,  he  reeolleotad  distributing 
ilw  bunoeks. 

By  Df.  Lushmgt^* — He  ne?er  gate,  or 
promised  to  give,  any  money  to  the 
elealors  of  Penryn  for  their  votes.  He 
kept  two  banking  aecounts  m  Cornwall, 
and  one  in  London ;  ho  kept  a  banking  at 
Praed's  at  Truro ;  at  Cames^s  at  Peavyn ; 
and  at  Sarolay's  m  London.  All  the  suma 
^ieh  he  paid  did  not  pass  through  his 
bankers'  hands.  He  had  some  of  the 
baHkers'  books  with  him  in  London.  At 
Penryn,  the  money  he  paid  passed  through 
Oames's  hands;  he  had  not  got  that  bank- 
kig  book  with  him.  He  was  at  Medlieot's 
hcMHe,  at  Tregony,  when  the  summons  to 
attend  the  committee  on  the  Penryn  elec- 
tkm  was  served  upon  him.  He  did  not 
obey  that  summons,  because  he  was  pre- 
vented by  illness.  His  iihiess  arose  from 
eavbuncles.  He  had  a  eerti^ate  to  that 
aifect,  signed  bj  two  physicians.  Neither 
of  these  physicFans  resided  at  Tregony. 
Yhey  both  lived  at  Truro.  He  had  to 
send  ten  miles  for  them.  They  had  not 
attended  him  before  he  reeeived  the  sum^ 
mens.  He  sent  this  certificate  up  to  Lon« 
don,  and  afterwards  petitioned  the  House. 
When  he  left  Tregony  he  went  to  Bam- 
Mple.  He  was  able  to  take  that  journey  in 
spite  of  his  carbuweks.  He  took  no  means 
for  keeping  that  journey  a  secret.  He 
dkl  not  recollect  telling  any  body  not  to 
sa?  where  he  was  gone.  He  did  not  re- 
collect that  he  told  Mr.  Medlioot  to  keep 
hia  journey  a  secret.  He  was  irot  shut 
or  k>eked  np  in  Mr.  Medlieot's  house, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  being  served 
with  the  summons.  The  person  who 
served  him  with  the  summons,  said, 
that  he  had  a  claim  upon  him  for  some 
•tvaw,  whteh  he  wished  to  hav«  settled ; 
and  wheti  he  came  into  the  room  he 
«tvi^  Mm  with  the  stnnmons.    He  did 
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nans.  Ha  went  away  upMi  bnaiaiMb  Urn 
knew  the  nard  of  the  Fahnanlh  aosnii* 
He  bdieved  ha  gava  htm  haif^a-effown.  Ha 
did  not  thtak  tibat  ha  av«  alad  uqf  tMaff 
to  the  gttsod  abaiit  keeping  hia  jounwy  a 
secret.  Ha  had  no  reason  tat  wiflhikf  to 
have  it  kept  a  aacieti  or  for  teUiBg  the 
guard  not  to  pat  hn  name  in  the  way4nM^ 

By  Mr.  Leghr^Kech.^^H'^  meant  Aa 
Hoime  to  understand  him  aa  daliberalaly 
stating,  that  he  did  not  believa  any  of  tka 
voters  to  have  received  money  for  thmr 
votes. 

Robert  Weeding  was  then  eallad. 

Examined  by  Mr.  l§ghrK9dir^U%hmk 
never  authorized  John  StaniiWy  lo  pay  any 
money  for  efoetnn  debts:  Im  knsw  two 
peiaonaof  the  nanMaof  MsMat  and  Hweny* 
He  did  not  leeollaet  that  these  pacaaia 
ever  came  to  him  asid  laid  hm^  tlint  iff 
John  Stanbury  ^oA  net  pay  the  nmnay 
which  he  had  pfomiasd  the  volavi,  hn 
(witness)  had  no  ehauce  of  coming  in.  Ha 
advanced  three  aama  af  mbney  to  8lan* 
berry  j  two  sums  of  600/.  eneh,  and  cme  nf 
between  dOOi.  and  400i. 

By  Mr.  D.  W.  Hetrvep. — Tba  nanay  he 
advanced  to  Stanbury  was  by  foan.  8tan^ 
bury  did  not  say  that  amy  part  of  the 
money  was  to  be  devoted  to  ewolion  pur- 
poses. 

By  Mr.  C.  Barclaif. — ^He  snspeetei 
that  there  was  not  a  salSefent  nwnrtm 
of  persons  who  would  vote  for  Yam  nMi^ 
out  remuneration  ;  and  k  was  for  Ihaa 
Mason  that  he  went  awny. 

The  witness,  in  answer  to  varieua  in^ 
terrogatories  admitted,  that  he  lent  a  sam 
of  money  to  Stanbury,  who  bM  be  had 
pressing  necessity  for  it.  Witness  leac  tie 
money  to  Stanbmry,  becauae  he  betiavcd 
his  representation,  and  wished  to  serve 
him. 

Examined  by  Lord  PahMtshm. — ^WenM 
witness  state  what  sum  or  snma  of  money 
the  electors  of  Penryn  expected  tereoeive? 
Could  not  say. — How  did  they  express 
their  expectations?  In  no  intelKgiMe 
form.— Were  you  informed  that  the  riae- 
ton  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving^  money 
fof  their  votes  ?  No,  never.— What  Ira 
you  to  suppose  that  they  expected  money 
from  yon,  if  they  did  not  expect  money 
from  other  eandidatea?  They  foit  pM^ 
mised  me  their  votes,  and  then  ^lipatateA 
for  the  sums  they  were  to  recefve  Aw  Aeia. 
— Did  you  not  k>fle  your  election  from  the 
corrupt  practiees  in  the  borough  of  Pisnryn, 
er  became  yen  e#nW  no*  b9  mmu^  aH 
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tlhar  fKNMMb?  i  opomwl  I  had  m 
dMkoee^  wibti  I  rMttrtdl  to  conmptkm. 
*  Is  fUKifir  to  9vrineqa«iil  mqmnnt  ha 
•liil  that  ke  bad  viaHed  Penryn  abont  a 
MuM^  balore  tha  eiaataan,  and  Ikat  lie 
fiaHad  afary  voter  in  Iba  borough ,  amaimit- 
img  to  alMt  four  hnBdrad.  Witneaa  had 
pt an  Stottfansy  a  note  itf  hand  for  1,000/. 
and  a  warrant  of  attorney  for  300/.  The 
ehargca  af  patty  natter  comiectad  with 
tiiB  daalkn  did  not  aaioani  to  mora  than 
150/. 

Mr.  John  Caam  was  eaunninad  by  Mr. 
Lagh-  Mack.  Wat  a  votev  of  PeMya,  and 
kiMrfllipbuvy;  waa  tmce  sent  by  him  for 
ipaie  aaonay  to  a  panna  named  Anderton ; 
want  by  Slaalnny'a  difection,  hat  did  not 
■aaaiaetheoMmoy;  Andertonaenthoak^ioni 
IhaAhowoidd  aae  Sisnbavy  in  the  coorae 
of  the  day.  Was  not  awaio  tlmt  tiua 
aonay  was  for  the  pornoaea  of  bribery. 

JauMa  Mallet  was  called  tothe  bar,  and 
atamined  bv  Mr.  Le|^4[eck. — is  it  not  a 
onsloin  in  the  borough  of  Penryn  to  give  a 
beaahlbat  on  the  morning  of  an  el^tioR, 
at  which  the  cam  of  20/.  is  given  to  eadi 
volar  1  Ho  was  not  »wase  of  such  a  prac* 
tica^ — ^Doyou  Imow  what  is  meant  by  a 
iriMasa,  which  is  very  eommon  in  the 
boioa^ ;  namely,  to  mal^o  people  *'  com- 
Ibrtahia?'*  No;  I  never  heard  the  term 
mentioned  until  now. 

Examined  by  Mr.  J>.  Borc/oy. — How 
h»ng  aineo  has  the  praetice  of  giving  break- 
fittts  m  the  boroogh  ceased  to  exist  ?  I 
eannol  say.-— Has  it  been  piactised  within 
the  last  twenty- two  years?  1  do  not  know. 

By  Mr*  iTorvfsr.^— What  was  the  ofc^t 
of  the  psaotiee  ?  I  cannot  say. — ^Was  it 
net  ondamtood,  that  a  smn  of  money  was 
paid  for  each  vote  at  the  bmakfast  ?  Wit- 
nesa  pfofS^ssed  his  inability  to  answer  the 
qpeatton,  Witnesa  remembered  to  have 
haasd  of  "  breahihsts/'  bat  did  not  know 
thai  they  were  giiFen  within  the  last  twenty- 
twoyears. 

mr#  Charlea  Francis  Addy  wasexamined 
by-Mr*  Le^^-Meck. — Witoesa  is  a  solicitor, 
and  canvassed  the  borough  of  Penryn  in 
1834  for  lord  Perceval.  He  ibund  agreat 
diaindinaflioa  in  the  voters  to  speak  oot. 
The  gOHetal  expression  was,  '*  i  wish  vou 
weM,  8f» ;  yon  may  have  me  if  yon  like ; 
yon  hflpve  only  to  speak  to  my  wife,  and  it 
ia  yonr  own  ihnit  if  you  ha;ve  not  my  vote." 
WfCnesa  added,  J  consideied  thaft  I  had  no 
ehnnea  at  that  tine.  The  ground  was 
whdlv  tk  the  hitemt  of  Mr.  Barclay,  and 
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any  fasthar  then.  In  lttl6,  I  aanaaaaod 
the  bovQugh  with  knd  Pevoaval  in  peiaan. 
The  reception  we  met  with  waa  near^ 
similar  to  that  whioh  I  had  befioie  experi-* 
enoed.  I  found  a  general  disineUnation 
towards  us,  becanse  it  aeemed  to  jna  Uiat 
the  people  were  nsed  to  receive  money,  and 
expected  we  would  gm  it.  I  was  not 
asked  for  money  until  a  few  days  before 
the  last  election*  I  was  present  at  a  iyieel« 
ing  on  the  green  a  few  days  before  the 
election.  The  object  of  it  was  to  indnee 
the  candidates  to  open  houses  as  nanaJ.  A 
crier  went  lonnd  the  town,  calling  upon 
tbo  voters  to  attend,  that  they  might  send 
for  the  two  nnanooessf al  candidates  frain 
Tregony,  to  oier  themselvea.  The  cona^ 
%uenoa  was,  thnt  an  open  syateni  of  tiani'* 
ing  comnmnced.  Witfaont  that  sn^en,  i 
believe  the  candidates  wetoM  have  had  no 
chance.  I  had  several  affen  c§  smorl 
for  money.  On  one  oecasiany  I  waa  called 
up  at  two  o'clock  in  the  mamiag,  by  n 
person  who  offered  bm  sefenty  votes  at  10/. 
a-pieee.  i  did  not  accept  that  oflbr, 
which  was  made  by  a  person  of  tho  name 
of  Mooa«.  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
candidate  can  be  sooceasful  in  that 
borongh,  without  money  of  a  ptomiae  of 
money.     If  one  candidate  bribes,  the  man 

rsed  to  htm  who  does  not  bvibe  has  no 
ce  whatever.  1  found  great  diliicnHy 
in  getting  the  voters  up  on  Monday  ao4 
Tuesday:  somecamenpon  the  Wednesday, 
but  a  great  many  on  the  Thursday.  I  waa 
informed,  that  bribery  waa  going  on,  and 
that  we  had  no  ohadce.  Several  tondeia 
of  votes  were  made  to  me.  The  parties 
did  not  ask  for  money  down ;  but  said  that 
if  the  thing  was  made  ^^  aJI  right*'  they 
would  vote.  Several  told  me  that  they 
would  rather  vote  for  5/.  a  head  fsom 
lord  Perceval,  than  for  10/.  from  tho  other 
party.  There  were  several  who  voted  fov 
lord  Perceval  who  had  not  got  any  money 
or  promise  of  money,  it  was  found  thsi 
the  party  who  bribed,  seeing  that  lord 
Pevceval  would  not  bribe,  stopped;  and 
then  many  persons  came  and  voted  fov  his 
hmMvip,  who  would  not  otherwise  hove 
done  so.  A  person  of  the  name  of 
Stephens  came  and  ofihred  me  ten  vqtes  at 
10/.  a  head.  On  the  fonrth  day  of  the 
election  I  became  a  candidate.  1  did  so 
for  the  purpose  of  adminntering  the 
bribery  oath.  I  did  order  it  to  be 
administered ;  but  it  wae  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Maaning^s  cooosel.    Seveeal  persons 
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obnoxious  in  the  borough,  and  many  of 
them  had  strong  objections  to  take  it.  I 
found  it  was  useless  to  press  it ;  for  I  saw 
some^who  offered  me  their  votes  for  money 
take  the  oath.  Witness  then  proceeded 
to  state,  that  it  was  a  usual  practice  in 
the*  borough  for  candidates  to  pay  the 
rates  of  those  voters  whose  rates  remained 
unpaid  at  the  time  of  the  election.  For 
this  purpose,  a  certain  sum  was  deposited 
by  each  candidate  ;  and,  if  a  man  voted 
for  two  candidates,  his  rate  was  paid  be- 
tween them.  The  rates  of  a  hundred  and 
ninety-five  voters  were  so  paid  at  the  last 
election.  He  believed  there  were  witnesses 
who  could  prove  the  payment  of  the  poor- 
rates.  He  believed  that  nearly  all  the 
voters  partook  of  the  treating ;  and  that 
more  than  half  of  them  were  bribed. 

By  Lord  Milton. — Lord  Perceval  re- 
ceived seventy  or  eighty  promises  in  1825. 
All  those  promises  were  not  fulfilled.  I 
myself  took  up  a  body  of  eighteen  to 
vote,  and  nine  of  them  voted  against  us. 
There  were  four  hundred  and  thirty  voted. 
We  were  in  the  Swann  party,  as  many  of 
the  lower  orders  had  promised  their  sup- 
port to  that  interest.  I  did  not  see  the 
same  disposition  in  the  higher  classes  of 
voters  to  take  money  as  in  the  lower. 
Some  of  the  higher  classes  offered  votes, 
for  situations  in  the  India  House,  or  other 
places. 

By  Mr.  C.  Barclay. — I  do  not  mean  to 
say  tnat  a  candidate  would  have  no  chance 
of  success  if  neither  party  bribed.  Mr. 
Manning's  voters  divided  their  second 
votes  with  Mr.  Barclav;  so  did  lord 
Perceval's.  I  do  not  say  that  Mr.  Barclay 
was  guilty  of  bribery  at  the  last  election. 
He  had  no  occasion  for  it. 

By  Mr.  2).  W.  Harvey. —^-There  was  a 
general  system  of  treating  throughout  the 
borough  at  the  last  election.  Witness  was 
satisfied,  that  if  bribery  had  not  been  em- 
ployed by  his  opponent,  lord  Perceval 
would  have  carried  his  election.  There  were 
a  hundred  and  seventy-two  voters  who  had 
promised  plumpers  to  lord  Perceval,  and 
many  othershad  promised  to  vote  for  him,  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Barclay  wassafe.  Lord  Perceval 
onlv  polled  a  hundred  and  fifly-two  votes ; 
and  of  these  a  great  many  were  votes  split 
between  him  and  Mr.  Barclay.  Witness 
believed  that  the  voters  who  neglected 
their  promises  to  lord  Perceval  had  been 
bought  over  by  the  other  side.  Witness 
saw  Stanbury  at  Penryn  during  the  elec- 
tion.   He  believed   that  a  great  many 
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voters  went  to  the  house  wli6i€  Stanbury 
lodged,  and,  whilst  there,  eidier  reoeived 
or  were  promised  money  for  their  votes.  A 
voter  told  me,  that  he  had  first  received 
10/.,  then  2/.,  and  then  32.  morefiomMr. 
Anderton,  who  was  Mr.  Manning's  agent 
at  Penryn,  for  his  vote.  Two  olher  voters 
told  me  that  they  had  also  received  money 
from  Mr.  Anderton. 

By  Mr.  Peel. — ^Wben  witness  received 
a  promise  of  a  hundred  and  seventy-two 
plumpers  for  lord  Perceval,  the  total 
number  of  voters,  to  the  best  of  his  belief, 
was  four  hundred  and  thirty-four.  He 
believed  that  those  persons  expected  to 
receive  money  after  the  election,  but  they 
did  not  express  that  expectation  to  bin* 
They  said,  that,  if  they  were  in  the  bands 
of  honourable  men,  they  would  be  satisfied 
with  an  understanding. 

By  Mr,  Leslie  Foster. — ^Witness  be- 
lieved that  one  of  the  sitting  members  was 
not  indebted  to  bribery  for  his  seat.  He 
believed  that  the  other  was  indebted  to 
bribery  for  his  seat,  as  his  counsel  objected 
strongly  to  witness's  administeiing  the 
bribery  oath.  He  thought  that  the  pay- 
ment of  700/.  to  Moore  would  have 
enabled  lord  Perceval  to  carry  the  day. 
By  Mr.  Stanley. — Witness  thought  that 
a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Penryn  could  not  have  taken  the  bribeiy 
oatli  with  a  safe  conscience* 

By  Mr.  Brougham. — There  was  treating 
as  well  as  bribery.  Both  were  carried  on 
very  extensively.  All  the  candidates 
treated*  There  was  an  express  order 
issued  by  roe,  that  there  should  be  no 
treating ;  but  the  public-houses  were  kept 
open,  just  as  if  such  an  order  had  never 
been  given.  Every  body  had  just  what 
they  liked ;  and  witness  never  interfered 
to  see  whether  his  order  was  observed  or 
not.  There  was  no  understanding  among 
the  candidates,  that  they  would  not  take 
advantage  of  one  another  for  treating. 
When  witness  gave  the  orders  which  he 
had  just  mentioned,  he  suspected  that  they 
would  not  be  complied  with. 

By  Sir  J.  Grd^m.— Witness  was  of 
opinion,  that  in  every  borough  in  England 
the  non-bribing  candidate  would  have  but 
little  chance  against  the  bribing  candidate. 
By  Mr.  R.  Gran^— Witness  believed 
that  half  the  electors  of  Penryn,  if  not 
more,  had  voted  at  the  last  election  from 
corrupt  motives :  that  at  least  one  half  of 
them  had  been  bribed.  His  reason  Ibr 
that  opinioiK  was,  that  when  be  aaked  them 
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ibr  their  votes,  the  answer  he  received  was 
generally,  —  ''Speak  to  my  wife — she 
manages  such  things  for  me.*'  Witness 
beiieinBd  that  a  great  many  respectable 
inhabitants  of  Penryn  would  rather  see  the 
borough  disfranchised,  than  see  the  elec- 
tions for  it  conducted  in  the  present 
unconstitutional  manner. 

By  Mr.  P.  Thowipsan. — Witness  was 
never  asked  more  than  20/.  for  a  single 
vote.  The  price  of  votes  at  that  time  was 
not  running  nigh.  Witness  never  heard  of 
shopkeepers  advancing  money  to  the 
poorer  electors,  on  condition  that  it  should 
be  repaid  to  them  out  of  the  price  they 
might  receive  for  their  votes  at  the  next 
election.  He  had  heard  of  very  extraordi- 
nary prices  having  been  given  at  Penryn 
for  cats,  dogs,  and  canary-birds,  previous 
to  and  during  the  election.  He  knew 
that  40/.  had  been  given  for  a  canary-bird. 

Captain  Pellew  was  the  next  witness. 
He  was  resident  in  Penryn,  and  knew  the 
circumstances  of  the  election  of  1824,  and 
certainly  believed  that  bribery  and  corrupt 
practices  prevailed  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. He  had  been  present  at  the  last 
election,  though  he  was  unwell,  and  had 
heard  a  great  deal  of  bribery,  but  could 
not  speak  to  it  of  his  own  knowledge ; 
nevertheless,  he  verily  believed  it,  and, 
moreover,  that  any  candidate,  ofiering 
himself  upon  merely  independent  princi- 
ples, without  bribery,  would  not  have  a 
chance  of  success.  He  was  not  himself 
privy  to  any  bribery  or  corruption;  but 
from  the  opportunity  of  observation  which 
he  had  haa  as  a  magistrate,  and  a  long 
residenter  in  Penryn,  he  thought  that 
bribery  and  corruption  prevailed  to  a  con- 
siderable degree.  He  had  heard  of  a 
meeting  at  a  certain  green,  called  by  the 
bellman,  but  he  had  not  heard  the  bellman 
mention  any  thing  about  bribery  or  cor- 
ruption. He  had  heard  at  the  election 
before  the  last,  a  voter  talking  of  10/.  for  a 
vote,  and  another  mention  that  some  one 
expected  30/. ;  but,  although  he  had  can« 
vassed  some  of  the  voters,  he  knew  of  no 
bribery  of  his  own  knowledge.  He  had 
never  actually  heard  anv  elector  ask  money 
for  his  vote.  He  haa  heard  an  elector 
say,  that  he  would  have  very  willingly 
voted  for  a  certain  candidate,  but  that  he 
understood  the  otlier  party  were  going  un 
in  a  different  manner.  Believed  he  heard 
a  voter  mention,  that  he  was  too  wary  to 
say  any  thing.    He  had  no  doubt  but  that 

»  gre«t  portion  of  the  electors  were  ready 


to  sell  their  votes  to  the  highest  bidder. 
He  believed  a  moiety  of  them,  or  of  a 
certain  class  of  them,  were  to  be  obtained 
by  bribery;  but  many  of  the  electors 
were  persons  of  the  most  respectable  cha- 
racter. He  had  gone  about  with  one  of 
the  candidates  in  1824  ;  but  never  heard 
of  a  promise  of  a  bribe.  He  had  himself 
told  some  of  the  electors  before  a  can- 
didate came  to  the  place,  that  a  respect- 
able candidate  was  expected,  but  he  had 
not  made  any  promise  of  a  bribe  himself, 
nor  had  he  heard  any  such  promise  made 
by  a  candidate.  From  his  knowledge  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  business  was  done 
among  the  mass  of  the  electors  at  Penryn, 
he  had  no  doubt  butP  that  the  election 
was  carried  by  bribery. 

Thomas  Olive  stated,  that  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  election  of  1824,  and 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  last  election. 
He  knew  that  considerable  bribery  and 
general  treating  were  carried  on.  He  was 
conscious  no  candidate  could  succeed 
without  bribery.  Had  known  several  per- 
sons in  possession  of  money  who  could  not 
have  obtained  it  but  as  bribes.  He  can- 
vassed the  baroogh  for  lord  Perceval. 
Several  persons  told  him  that  they  would 
have  nothing  to  say  to  him,  but  he  would 
find  their  wives  at  home,  and  they  would 
do  the  business.  None  of  the  voters  ever 
alluded  to  the  political  opinions  of  the 
candidates. 

Lord  Milton  said,  he  had  something  of 
importance  to  communicate  to  the  House. 
There  were  two  witnesses,  Mallet  and 
Ceam,  but  certainly  there  was  one,  Ceam, 
who  had,  in  the  course  of  his  evidence, 
stated  that  he  had  not  seen  Stanbury  since 
he  came  to  town;  and  the  turnkey  of 
Newgate  was  in  attendance  to  prove  that 
Ceam  had  seen  Stanbury  in  Newgate  that 
day. 

On  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  the 
evidence  of  Cearn  was  read  over ;  and  in 
it  he  had  denied  that  he  had  seen  Stan- 
bury, except  in  the  lobby  of  the  House. 
Harris,  the  turnkey  of  Newgate,  was  then 
called  in,  and  stated,  that  he  had  seen 
Ceam  at  Newgate  that  day  with  Stan- 
bu^, 

Ceam  was  then  called  in,  and  Harris 
said  he  was  the  person  he  had  seen.  The 
evidence  Ceam  had  before  given  was  read 
to  him,  and  he  was  asked  if  that  was  the 
evidence  he  had  given  ?  Yes. — Have  you 
seen  Stanbury  this  day  ?     Yes :  I  saw  hiin 

tbii}  momiug*— 'How  1od|;  -did  you  stay 
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vtA  Mm  r  A  qutfler  t>f  all  hoiir.<^Wbj 
iid  yon  not  state  that  oiicumstanoe  ^h^b 
^  iMst«  b^fo^  fcxamiaed  ?  i  wasso nuleh 
weupied  with  ^e  queation  }>ut  to  me  that 

Mr.  W.  Wyrni  moved,  that  the  chair- 
ia«t  repMt  fbrtftiwMi^  that  John  Cearn, 
Ml  the  evi4ent!e  he  had  gi^en  before  the 
cOMmlttee,  was  guilty  of  prevarication  a«d 
Msehood.  The  motion  mM  agmed  to, 
imA  the  tehaiteaii  having  re|K»ted  the  re- 
sbliition  of  the  oommitlee,  moved  '<  that 
JMiA  Caarti,  for  his  said  offence,  be  lUMn- 
iiitted  ib  Newgate. — Ordered. 

iir.  leph'Keck  said,  he  thought  the 
ease  wm  ^uAcieotly  strong  as  it  was.  He 
should  thet«fot«  d^lhie  cailing  other  wit- 
nesses.--The  chairman  reported  {Mrogress, 
aMl  cMained  leave  to  sit  again  on  Mon- 
day. 
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HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
Monday 9  May  21. 

Catholic  EnAvdiPATiov.]  The 
E«rl  of  Mam^M  said,  that  agreeabljr  to 
what  he  had  staled  oti  a  former  evening, 
that  he  Would  be  i<egahited  by  the  advice 
of  his  friends  With  respect  to  the  motion 
of  which  he  bad  given  notice  for  the  7th 
of  J«ne,  he  shouid  now  move  that  the 
order  for  saUinioning  their  bidshins  for 
that  day  be  dischari^.  He  would  also 
observe  that  he  had  no  intention  of  bring* 
iog  teward  the  motion  at  any  future 
pmod.  At  die  same  time  he  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understiood  that  his  own 
opinion  on  the  sobjeci  was  unchanged, 
lie  did  not,  however^  think  it  fair  that  he 
shouid  consult  only  his  own  feelings,  and 
his  friends  concurred  with  him  upon  the 
general  principle,  but  differed  from  him  in 
the  Gdurse  whidi  he  was  disposed  to  adopt. 
He  was  not  at  present  inclined  to  say  any 
thing  that  would  provoke  discussion ;  but 
if  any  motion  should  be  brought  forward 
in  reference  to  the  subject,  widi  every 
wish  for  unanimity,  he  should  exeneise 
his  Jui^ment  upon  it,  and  give  it  the  un- 
bittKied  support  of  his  vote. 

The  Earl  ^  Harewood  seeing  that  this 
motion  was  disposed  of,  wished  to  put  a 
question  to  a  right  reverend  prelate  on  a 
subject  of  the  higliest  importance.  He 
disdaimi^  anv  wish  to  provoke  discussion ; 
all  he  desirea  was  a  plain  answer.  He 
was  well  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  the  ques- 
tion, but  it  was  most  important  that  the 
House  and  the-^sount^  AoM  kam  a  pro- 


per uadsfotaoding  on  the  sulgaet  tw  #lwll 
ittefomd.  He  had  seta  U  {mbUdy  statedU 
that  an  opitiiMi«  hdd  in  a  certaiA  miarigr» 
on  the  Catfaolio  question  was  convq^od  td 
the  bishops,  and  through  them  to  tlie 
deigy,  by  two  eminent  diviots.  Vow^ 
what  he  wished  to  ask  was,  npflU  wksit 
authority  that  dedaration  was  made,  inr 
if  it  was  made  upon  the  authorit|  pubUcly 
steted,  it  eoUM  not  have  taken  ^Mee  wilk* 
out  the  knoWledgo  of  Us  m^esty*s  privy 
councils 

The  Bishop  of  I^mdonsaid,  he  Mteenae 
difficidtjf  in  answering  the  qnestion  put  to 
htm  by  the  noble  eaii*  He  did  not  onder* 
stand  the  precise  import  of  it  s  but  W  it 
refierred  to  astateihentwhichhad  qipeand 
in  the  public  ^lapers,  respeetingan  opniott 
entertained  m  the  highest  quaitei-^-^ 
quarter  Which  he  was  not  at  libeity  tio 
mention^*4ie  had  no  hesiUtion  in  iay«gr» 
that  that  statement  was  eabstantiatty  dor- 
rect*  He  d^ould  not  have  presumed  ib 
have  made  it  vnless  upon  authority;  and 
if  their  lordships  desired  that  he  shooU  go 
fwther^  aild  state  what  the  autbority  wan, 
he  was  ready  to  obey  their  commands 
[Loud  cries  of ''  order  r  and  '<  go  on  H. 

Earl  SpencBr  rose  to  oider.  There  was 
now  no  question  before  the  House;  and 
the  suWect  had  mnksh  better  ba  braaight 
fiwward  in  a  formal  motion,  than  by  kre* 
gular  and  desultory  debates.  The  qweation 
was  o&e  of  the  highest  iitiportanee,  and 
txMild  not  be  dispoiSd  of  in  this  manner. 

The  Earl  of  Eidon  said,  diat  if  the 
object  was  to  elicit  by  the  answer  of  the 
right  rev.  prelate  the  authority  apon  wbhsh 
he  had  made  the  sUtement,  the  qnestton 
onght  not  to  be  entertained* 

The  Earl  of  Harewood  said,  he  ee«iid 
state  from  his  own  experience  in  patUa- 
ment,  that  it  was  not  unusual  to  put  ques- 
tions $  and  he  was  the  more  induced  to 
put  this  one,  because  no  answers  were  gireo 
to  some  that  were  recently  asked.  It  was 
only  said  by  noble*  lords  opposite^  that  if 
any  motion  was  made  on  a  c^estioa  aftct- 
ing  the  std>ility  of  the  government,  Atem 
the  necessary  information  would  beaibided. 
He  had  no  desire  to  provoke  diacussioB. 
All  he  wanted  to  know  was,  what  he  had 
now  ascertained,  that  tbit  right  rev.  prdaie 
had  authority  for^  doing  what  he  had 
done. 

The  Marquis  of  LcMd&wn  wiihed  to 
make  a  few  observatkms,  in  repiv  to  what 
had  been  stated  by  Ike  noble  earf.  It  was 
merely  as  a  uiutter  pf  courteay  tl|«t  qw- 
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mMs  with  fttis^RT^n^ ;  And  he  M  not  con- 
ediW  thAt  ariy  ndbte  lord  was  bfmnd  to  db 
90^  tthtfl  the  matter  cahie  helbi^  the 
House  m  a  regtilar  fehn.  Btit  ft  iittist 
tM  in  Aeboitoma  I9f  noble  fetds  on  that 
!9ifle  bf  the  Hohse,  whMher  th^  tvbuld 
iMsii^  the  questions  i^tit  to  thehi  br  not; 
Itnd  it  ifM  became  the  right  r^rerMd 
tlitKltetb  paiue  iti  his  disctetibn  before 
Tie  proceeded  fiirther.  If  te  ititist  sup- 
pose, thiit  die  object  was  to  elieit  fiom  this 
right  reverend  prelate  that  irhich,  aS  a 
priijr-coancHIOT,  he  iras  bound  not  to  dis- 
clote,  then  he  mnst  fbfel,  that,  were  he  to 
do  so,  hb  ^ronld  take  itpon  himsetf  a  most 
serions  respdhsibilitV.  It  Was  not,  how- 
eter.  Hbely  that  the'^rieht  itrferend  pttelatte 
irMA  commtt  himself  by  ^ivin^  advice 
tMist  circumstatices  wtuch  never  were,  and 
never  could  be,  recognised  by  parliament. 
Hie  i^as  (joite  sut«  the  House  would  nbt 
Mstst  on  th^  dlsblosure  now  sought  to  be 
obtained — ^no,  nbt  even  if  a  motion  were 
maflfc  on  the  subject. 

fiarl  Orep  concurred  entirely  with  those 
nobte  lords  who  thought  it  better  to  post- 
pone all  discussion,  until  the  question  as- 
sumed some  tangible  shape.  But  he  wished 
to  ssiy  Ode  word  as  to  the  situation  in  which 
Ihey  stood,  in  consequence  of  the  question 
put  to  the  right  reveri^nd  prelate.  What 
his  noble  friend  (the  marquis  of  Lansdown) 
said,  respecting  the  right  of  refhsing  to 
answet"  questions  was  perfectly  true ; 
though,  by  the  practice  of  parliament,  they 
wet^  frequently  put.  For  his  own  part, 
he  thought  it  very  improper  to  press  for 
answers,  which  the  parties  to  wnora  the 
questions  were  put  miglit  fbel  themselves 
every  way  justified  in  refusing  to  give. 
But,  in  the  present  case  it  appeared  that, 
to  a  question  of  the  greatest  importance, 
ii  distinct  answer  was  given.  The  right 
rev.  prelate  stated,  that,  if  the  noble  earl 
aHuaed  to  what  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers, that  statement  was  substantially 
correct :  and  he  understood  him,  at  the 
same  time,  to  say,  that  he  would  not  have 
been  so  presiunptuous  as  to  make  it  with- 
out stifficicnt  authgrity.  Therefore,  they 
were  now  in  this  predicament — that  a  state- 
ment was  made,  under  authority,  upon  a 
subject  of  the  greatest  importance — one 
which  he  should  not  now  allude  to  more 
particularly ;  and  thus  far,  at  least,  ground 
was  laid  for  the  noble  carl,  or  any  otlier 
ddble  lord,  to  bring  forward  a  motion,  for 
taking  the  opinion  of  parliament  on  the 
ptobeedbg,  and  on  the  conduct  of  the 


advislrs  bf  ttie  Otbwn.  in  his  bpfaMa, 
the  sootter  uie  presetit  diaHtsnoM  oityppM^ 
the  better. 

Lbrd  Rblte  said,  he  had  htM  WlUi 
great  satisfaction  that  the  statement  m 
questibn  had  bfeen  Made. 

The  Eari  of  Hairawhy  said,  thilt  the 
ahswer  of  the  right  rev.  prekite  otteht  not 
to  be  taken  b  the  sehse  in  whM  k 
seemed  to  have  been  mterpreted  by  tte 
noble  eari.  Had  the  House  put  upon  the 
words  the  iBterpretation  given  to  mm  by 
the  noble  earl  and  odien;  it  was  its  duty 
to  inteifep^  and  stop  tiie  r^t  rev.  prelate 
from  proceeding  iiiither.  He  himself  was 
not  blind  to  the  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  he  was  not  blind  to  the  object  for 
which  it  was  put ;  he  was  not  blind  to  the 
impropriety  of  suggestbg  a  printte  qnes^ 
tion  to  a  privy-conncillor,  in  order  to  ascet'- 
tain  the  private  sentitnents  of  the  individual 
on  whose  head  the  crown  might  be  ptteed, 
upon  a  great  question,  at  a  time  when  that 
question  remained  to  be  diScnssed.  This 
was  destructive  of  the  character,  and  in- 
compatible with  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment :  it  made  it  Unfit  that  3iey  should  sit 
there,  mocking  themselves  and  tke  country 
with  the  idea,  that  they  were  dischai]gibg 
theti-  duty,  while  they  permitted  it  to  be 
supposed  that,  on  any  measure  which  Was 
pending,  or  about  to  be  pending,  the 
sovereign  had  formed  a  previous  deter- 
mination. No  nobte  lord  ought  to  presuine 
to  ascertain  beforehand,  what  might  be  the 
private  determination  of  the  sovereign  of 
the  country,  on  a  subject  which  must  come 
before  parliament,  and  on  which  he  must 
take  or  reject  the  advice  of  those  who  wene 
his  confiaential  servants.  This  was  not 
the  true  doctrine  of  the  constitution.  If 
it  was,  those  who  had  so  strenuodsly  en- 
deavoured to  establish  a  free  representatiob 
had  fought  and  bled  in  vain.  On  these 
grounds,  he  trusted  that  the  question  would 
never  be  discussed ;  and  in  whatever  form 
it  might  be  brought  forward — whedicr  re- 
gular or  otherwise —  that  it  would  meet 
with  a  direct  and  indignant  negative* 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  if  the  question  was 
broueht  forward  in  the  manner  which  he 
should  propose,  he  was  persuaded  it  would 
not  meet  widi  a  negative ;  nay,  he  should 
even  expect  the  support  of  the  noble  earl 
himself — concurring,  as  he  did,  in  every 
sentiment  which  he  had  expressed.  It 
appeared  to  bin,  however,  that  the  noble 
earl  should  have  reserved  to  another  occa- 
sion the  remarks  he  had  made  upon  a 
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qocftim  which,  moat  of  all  others,  affect- 
ed the  indepeodence  of  parliament. 

The  Earl  of  Harewood  said,  that  what- 
ever impropriety  there  might  be  in  iutro- 
duGiDg  the  su^ect,  he  was  prepared  to 
uke  (dl  the  blame  and  responaihility  upon 
himself.  He  knew  that  the  question  was 
one  of  great  delicacy ;  but,  when  a  com- 
munication on  the  subject  was  made  to 
large  bodies  of  men,  he  felt  that  it  was  bo 
longer  of  a  private,  hut  public  nature. 

The  conversation  then  dropped. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMOHS. 
Mtynday,  May  31. 
Emigration.]      Mr.    Maxwdl    said, 
that  he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition  con- 
nected witL  the  subject   of  Emigration. 
The  House  would   bear    in  recollection, 
that  sometime  ago  the  case  of  a  number 
of  poor  people,  inhabitants  of  Renfrew- 
shire, inScoUand,  came  before  that  House, 
when,  being  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Emigration,  it  was  taken  fully  into  con- 
sideratbu  by  them.     The  case  excited  the 
greatest  attention,  as  it  naturally  ought  to 
have  done,  not  only  amon^t  the  members 
of   the  Emigration  committee,    but  also 
amongst  those  of  the  Relief  committee, 
who  managed  the  diattibution  of  the  fund 
supplied  by  public    subscription  for  the 
reuef   of   the    distressed    manufacturers. 
This  committee  made  a  proposition  to  the 
Emigration  committee,  which,  under  the 
circumstances,    was    acceded   to  by  the 
latter.     It  appeared,    that  such  was  the 
degree  of  distress  which  was  then  expe- 
rienced by  the  Scotch  manufacturers,  that 
the  London  committee  proposed  to  api ' 
ft  sum  of  25,000/.  provided  that  a  furti 
sum  of  50,000/.  could  be  obtained  from 
government  by  the  Emigration  committee, 
to  enable  the  suffering  body  of  manufac- 
turers to  migrate  from  this  country.     Tlie 
offer  was,    after  consideration,   accepted 
by  the  latter,  and  a  report  was  made  re- 
commending the  grant.     The  re 
laid  before  government:  as  it  wt 
sary  that  the  sanction  of  the  chai 
the  Exchequer  should  be  obtaim 
the  grant  of  a  sum  could  be  obtai 
parliament.     He    was    now    des 
knowing  what  was  the  intentio 
vernmenl  with  rcs^t  to  this  rep 
Mr.  Cwaiing  said,  he  could  a 
hon.  gentleman,    that  the    ques 
one  which   bad  occupied  man; 
boitn  of  th«  Urae  of  bis  majesty 
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Urs ;  and,  if  the  conclusion  to  which  thov 
had  uitimtUely  come  was  not  one  which 
would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  genlJe- 
man  or  his  constituents,  it  was  becauae 
his  majesty's  government  bad  preferrad 
that  course  of  (induct,  which  aound  po- 
licy, and  a  due  attention  to  the  beat  in- 
terests of  the  country,  recomtoeaded.  The 
slate  of  the  case  was  shortly  this  : — lu  the 
progress  of  the  laboura  of  the  Emigration 
conuuittee,  there  came  to  their  knowledge 
instances  of  peculiarly  aggravated  distress 
in  certain  parts  of  Eaglukd  and  Scotland, 
the  urgent  nature  of  which  demanded  a 
prompt  and  separate  consideration.  The 
committee,  at  the  same  time,  received  tt 
communication  from  a  committee  appomtad 
_ianage  the  funds  subacribed  by  pri- 
vate benevolence  for  the  relief  of  the  dia- 
tressed  manufacturers,  in  wluch  they  pio- 
posed  to  give  a  sum  of  money,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  service  of  those  necessitous 
persons,  on  the  supposition  that  the  Emi- 
gration committee  would  be  able  to  pro- 
cure the  advance  of  another  and  a  luget 
sum  for  the  same  purpose.  The  Emigra- 
tion committee  took  this  tender  into  con- 
sideration, and  the  result  of  their  delibe- 
rationscaroebeforetbegoverrmient.  Then 
was  DO  reason  why  government  should  Dot 
have  considered  the  subject,  and  why 
they  should  not  have  permitted  tha  appli- 
cation to  be  made  to  parliament.  But, 
beforeauy  decisive  step  was  taken,  reports, 
he  was  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  reached 
government,  representing  that  a  gradual, 
sensible,  growing  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  the 
country— that  though  wages  were  not 
high,  yet  that  there  was  no  want  of  work 
— and  that,  as  it  was  represented  to  him, 
all  willing  hands  were  now  in  a  state  of 
employment.  Acting  upon  these  repie- 
sentations,  when  he  saw  the  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  this  morning,  with  whom 
he  had  an  interview  preparatory  to  the 
present  question  being  put,  he  thou^t 
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the  govemment,  and  that,  as  the  reason 
§or  a  demtion  from  the  course  always 
pursued  by  the  government  had  ceased  to 
exist,  the  committee  forbore  to  urge  that 
it  should  be  acted  upon."  Government 
had,  therefore,  only  one  principle  to  fol- 
low, and  to  retract  the  encouragement 
which  it  might  have  given  to  the  applica* 
tion  for  a  public  grant  of  money.  It  was 
impossible  to  omit  that  opportunity  of 
domg  justice  to  the  merits  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  by  their  assiduity,  their  promp- 
dtude,  their  judicious  selection  of  that 
which  was  to  be  refused  and  that  which 
was  to  be  granted,  had  kept  the  country, 
tfaroogh  a  period  of  peril,  in  a  state  of 
tranquillity;  the  benefit  of  which  could 
only  be  vauued  by  those  who  remembered 
what  had  taken  place  under  the  pressure 
of  distress  at  former  periods.  If  the  go- 
vernment was  not  then  prepared  to  go  all 
the  lengths  which  the  petitioners  might 
be  disposed  to  require,  it  was  a  happy 
consolation  to  know,  that  the  urgency  of 
the  distress,  which  alone  would  justify  the 
interference  called  for,  was  now  removed. 
Mr.  Barin0  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  have  the 
subfect  of  em%ration  fully  considered.  He 
hoped  that  something  permanent  might  be 
done  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  gene- 
rally, not  only  the  manufacturing,  but  the 
agncultural,  districts,  particular^  Sussex, 
mich  was  overloaded  with  a  wretched  po- 
pulation, living  on  charity  and  the  poor- 
rates,  in  the  most  miserable  condition,  and 
constituting,  by  their  wretchedness,  an 
enormous  charge  on  the  cultivators  of  the 
land.  In  the  course  of  the  inquiries  of 
the  Emigration  committee,  they  had  learned 
that  there  were  cases  of  distress  in  Lanca- 
shire, Renfrewshire,  and  Lanarkshire,  so 
urgent,  that,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Relief  committee,  they  had  recommended 
them  to  the  attention  of  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment, with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  im- 
mediate emigration  of  the  suffering  indi- 
viduals. The  Relief  committee  considered 
the  whole  matter  so  important,  that  the^ 
thought  thev  could  not  better  employ  their 
funds  than  by  giving  relief,  not  in  the  eva- 
nescent form  or  passing  charity,  but  in  the 
shape  of  permanent  provbion  against  fu- 
ture distress,  by  enabling  the  sufferers  to 
leave  the  country.  The  Emigration  com- 
mittee was  disposed,  in  furtherance  of  this 
ofaiect,  to  have  advised  the  expenditure  of 
SiflOOL    He  was  quite  aware  that  such  a 

iu^iwwwmlaiiuo  would  alone  be  justified 
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by  a  very  extraordinary  state  of  things. 
The  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  in 
the  committee ;  but  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  the  reasons  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  were  perfectly  good, 
for  now  wiUiholding  the  grant. 

Mr.  W.  Norton  begged  to  declare,  on 
the  part  of  the  Emigration  committee,  that 
the  pecuniary  relief  they  proposed  to  af- 
ford to  those  who  were  disposed  to  emi- 
grate, was  intended  solely  for  aparticular  de- 
scription of  persons,  the  hand-loom  weavers, 
and  founded  upon  the  peculiarity  and  ur- 
gency of  their  particular  case.  Now,  as  it 
appeared  that  that  peculiarity  of  case  and  ur- 
gency of  distress  had  ceased,  the  committee 
adopted  the  course  which  had  been  already 
explained.  The  report  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding would,  he  hoped,  be  soon  in  a 
state  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  that  House ; 
and  it  would  be  then  seen,  that  the  money 
of  the  country  had  been  in  no  instance  idly 
expended. 

Nfcw  Administration.]  Sir  T.  Leth- 
bridge  wished  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
asking  a  question  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  What  he  was  now  going  to 
address  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
reference  to  a  question  whidb  he  had  asked 
of  him  some  eight  or  ten  days  ago,  and 
upon  which,  not  having  been  then  satis- 
fied, he  was  most  anxious  to  obtain  a  full 
explanation.  This  question  was  the  more 
necessary,  in  consequence  of  what  had  re- 
cently occurred  in  another  place,  where 
statements  made  by  a  noble  lord,  formerly 
the  colleague  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
had  made  it  more  incumbent  than  ever  on 
that  right  hon.  gentleman,  for  the  clearing 
up  of  the  doubts  which  beset  his  mind, 
and  that  of  the  country  at  large,  to  give 
some  explanation   of   the  circumstances 

!  which  led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late, 
and  the  formation  of  the  present,  adminis- 
tration. His  question  went  to  this — whe- 
ther the  right  non.  gentleman  was  or  was 
not  in  communication  with  the  leader  or 
leaders  of  his  late  opponents  in  that  House, 
and  whether  or  not  overtures  had  been 
made  by  those  leader  or  leaders  to  join  and 
support  his  measures,  if  he  should  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  government  of 
the  country?  That, he  believed,  was  the 
substance  of  the  question ;  and,  in  the 
answer,  if  he  understood  it  rightly,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  admitted  fully,  that 
he  had  received  such  a  communication 

I  fitmi  such  IcAder  or  leadersi  or  words  to 
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that  effect.  He  believed  be  was  correct  in 
aMuming  that  the  right  hon.  gentkman 
made  such  an  admission.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  he  had  asked,  when  it  was  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  received  the  communi- 
cation in  question  ;  and,  as  be  saw  no  im* 
propriety  in  pressing  the  question ,  be  trueted 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  give  such 
an  answer  as  would  satisfy  the  country. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  was  sure, 
had  too  much  candour  to  complain  of  his 
pressing  this  question,  and  he  was  not  sure 
that  he  should  not  entitle  himself  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  thanks  •by  the 
course  which  ne  was  pursuing.  What  be 
asked  was — ^when  these  overtures  were 
made,  if  they  bad  been  communicated  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  his  m^^esty  ? 
if  they  had  been  communicated,  and  when, 
to  his  former  colleagues,  or  any  of  them  ? 
These  queries  he  put  thus  distmctly,  tliat 
there  nught  be  no  misunderstanding  aa  lo 
terms,  and  he  hoped  to  receive  such  an 
answer  as  would  satisfy  his  mind,  the  mind 
of  the  House,  and  lead  to  a  more  clear  an- 
derstandmg  of  that  transaction,  which  it 
was  so  necessary  to  the  right  hon.  gentte* 
man's  character  to  liave  well  understood* 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  said,  he  had  been  of 
opmion  for  some  time,  that  the  hon.  baro- 
net was  taking  a  course  which  was  irregu- 
lar, and  exceedingly  inconvenient;  and 
in  this  surmise  he  was  strengthened  by  the 
conclusion  of  the  hon.  baronet's  voluminous 
question.  Too  much  of  the  public  time 
had  been  already  wasted  upon  these  de- 
snltoiT  and  useless  discussions ;  and, 
thereu>re,  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  took 
his  advice,  he  would  not  make  a  single 
observation  in  reply  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Camnuw. — Sir,  I  would  cheerfully 
comoly  with  ttie  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  has  just  addressed  you, 
but  for  the  conclusion  of  the  hon.  nuro- 
net's  speech.  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
dividing  that  speech  into  two  parts ;  that 
which  related  to  certain  queries  which  were 
propounded  by  him  on  a  former  day,  and 
that  which  comprised  the  series  of  ques- 
tions he  has  now  first  suggested.  If  I 
should  be,  however,  no  more  fortunate  in 
my  endeavours  to  convey  to  his  mind  my 
answer  to  those  new  queitions,  than  I  eeem 
to  have  been  in  respect  of  the  old  ones,  I 
am  afraid  1  shall  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  to  Tery  little  wirpose.  Now,  Sir, 
in  die  first  PUMet  I  aid  not,  on  a  ibrmer 
occasion,  aomit  to  him  whit  he  is  pleased 
tostnteas  theMbMnceofByndaiasiiNi. 
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To  the  question  lie  than  pnt,  I  distinnlly 
answered  "  No."  And  I  ^gum 
that,  if  by  '^oonununicaiion,"*  he 
in  effect*  negotiation,  1  have  now  the 
answer  to  n^e,  <'  No."  I  had  no  letter 
woaiAver  irom  mose  panies,  oi  toe  desctip** 
tion  to  which  he  has  allndad.  But*  a  Irt* 
ter  written  by  a  certain  eminent  person  to 
a  friend  of  his,  was. undoubtedly  shewn  to 
me.  Whether  the  shewing  of  dni  kUnr 
to  a  third  party,  the  hon«  baranet  wiU  bn 
inclined  to  consider  as  a  breach  of  eomA*^ 
deoce,  I  am  not  prepaisd  to  say;  bnt^ 
from  it,  I  did  coltect  tke  fwoorMm  inten* 
tions  which  the  writer  was  diniosed  to  en* 
tertain  towards  me.  9ut  the  non.  baroaat 
must  give  me  leave  to  sav,  that  he  h  ex-» 
ceedingly  mistaken  indeed,  if  he  supposed* 
that  I  have  reeeived  no  other  letters  of  tkn 
same  tendency.  Iamafraid,hewoiddbeex<« 
tremely  mortified,  if  he  were  to  eee  the 
number  of  such  letters  which  come  te  vm. 
I  reeeive  them  daily,  tliongh  I  donot  ^nk 
that  the  hon.  baronet  has  any,  the  kaat, 
right  in  the  world  to  ask  me,  iram  whom 
or  to  what  precise  effsct;  but,  unqve^* 
tionaUy,  I  apprehend  that  I  eonld  '^  Bear 
his  eyes  and  blast  his  heart,"  if  I  weft  to 
show  htm  the  whole  of  diiseomspotulencs. 
As  to  the  new  questions  put  forth  by  tiM 
hon.  baronet,  on  the  present  occasion,  I 
^all,  after  referring  him  to  what  pnmed  aa 
a  former  day,  adopt  the  advice  of  an  hon. 
gentleman  opposite*  1  will  not  answer 
him  one  worn.  I  wiH  not  anserer  him-^ 
not  beoattfle  there  are  net  mnay  bonounfale 
individuals,  who  could  answer  htm  for  me, 
bnt  because  I  think  it  well  becomes  the 
dignity  of  thii  House  to  get  back,  at 
len^,  to  old  parliamentnry  osage;  and 
not  to  waste  its  honrs  on  diseumioiiB  of 
this  inegular  and  extraneous  ehnractoc 
I  think  we  ought  to  know  who  are  oar  ofi- 
pooents;  and,  if  the  hon.  baronet  be  not, 
hiffiself,theonegreat  parliamentary  phaBniv, 
I  challenge  him  to  biinr  forwnid  his  eom- 
peer,  and  let  them  boidJy  avow  their  op^ 
sition. 

Mr.  Brou§hmm  sail,  he  entirely  coneor* 
red  with  the  right  hon.  geatisman  «  to 
the  propriety  of  getting  back,  withent  de* 
lay,  to  pariiamentary  usage.  He,  for  oae, 
was  of  opinion,  that  qnestiens  of  dbis 
kind,  whatever  might  be  the  tone  aad 
manner  in  which  they  nam  pat,  weia 
I'nUy  suggested  for  the  sake  of  eaeiliag 
dtscnmioas,  which  canM  oidy  piave  aa- 
fair,  impgular,  and  theeefoie,  e^;fal  never 
t9  be  enooiinfad.    Hm  wii  Ml  dm  aaiy 
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HMie  Ml  wUeh  Mek  qoestMiis  had  bwn 
of  late  fMopDonded,  with  the  oateattble 

CKiie  ef  saiiaraclbiii  not  o&ly  to  par- 
est,  but  to  the  country  at  large. 
Jfow,  it  of  oourge  beoame  him  to  speak 
of  tba  absent  with  aU  becoming  respeet } 
biitf  fn>m  what  he  had  not  only  heard 
ethers  ny  in  another  place,  b«t  from  what 
he  had  heard  said  of  them,  he  could  only 
expcem  htsmihigned  regret,  that  a  prayer, 
whioh  he  had  heard  vestnrday  Boienmly 
mteferted,  had  not  hitherto  been  falfiUed. 
He  cooM  only  expiess  his  sorrow  that  it 
had  not  yet  pleased  Divine  Providence 
'^lo  endue  all  the  aobtlity  with  grace, 
wisdom,  and  nnderstanding''  [a  laagh]. 
IlMt  a  portion  of  the  nobility  waa  so  en« 
d«ed  he  had  no  manner  of  doabt ;  but 
even  if  he  were  willing  to  snppose  that 
nine  tenths  of  them  were  so  gifted,  he 
eonceaM  from  himself  tx  from  the  Honse, 
that  the  nmaining  portion  of  that  illus- 
Irious  body  was  still  in  a  oondatton  to  re* 

C're  the  prayers  of  the  church.  He  took 
\  opportunity  of  decbrinff,  that  he 
flIfeanM  still  continQe  the  cordial  si^iport 
which  he  Imd  hitfierto  given  to  his  nsa* 
jesty'spmsent  government;  for,  notwith- 
standing  the  implied  censere  of  the  hon.. 
hnioaet,  he  bad  new  yet  heard  it  anthen- 
tkally  stated,  that  it  was  unconstitutional, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  for  persons  not  in 
any  way  officially  connected  with  the  go* 
vetVmJit,  the  principles,  and  the  meml^rs 
of  windi  possessed  their  approbation  and 
eooMsnoe,  to  tender  to  that  govemawnt 
tfaair  genaial  support.  As  a  friend  to  the 
OQMtitation  he  should  oontinne  to  tender, 
wholly  wnoonneeted  as  he  was  with  office, 
snoh  aid*  and  to  give  to  the  admmistra* 
tion  the  owst  oordinl,  as  well  as  vigorous, 
snpport  it  might  be  in  his  power  to  afford 
them.  In  aH  charity,  therefore,  he  oonld 
net  help  expressing  to  the  hon.  baronet 
his  own  wish— he  believed  it  to  be  the 
wish  also  of  the  House-— he  knew  it  to  be 
the  desim  of  die  country,  and  he  could 
nnagine  no  mason  why  it  ^oald  not  be 
the  desire  of  his  nn^esty's  government 
also,  that  this  his  prayer  to  the  hon.  bare-  ! 
net  should  not  be  acoeded  to**he  coM 
net  help  expressing  his  wish,  his  entreaty, ; 
that  tM  hon.  bmnet,  and  those  with 
whom  he  acied,  vnmXd  abandon  the  irre- 
mdar,  napariianMntnry,  and,  to  a  oeitain 
degree,  unfair,  ungenerous,  and  vnyns- 
tiiabit  asode  of  eairymg  on  their  warftae 
wiAi  Mb  mueety's  gjovemment.  He  im- 
pternd  the  Mn*  bamet,  letler  loeoM^ 


fbrwaid  at  once  with  a  speciic  quevkaon. 
Let  the  hon.  baronet  name  his  day,  let 
him  give  his  notice,  and  no  doubt  every 
hon.  men^ier  would  cheerfully  stand  out 
of  the  way  for  so  inqxtrtant  a  discussion. 
Let  his  majesty's  government  be  lairly  put 
upon  their  trial  before  the  House  and  the 
country,  on  a  distinct  and  regular  parKa- 
mentary  question  ;  and  he,  for  one,  en 
such  a  question,  should  be  delighted  ta 
meet  the  hon.  bwonet  and  his  frimids. 

8ir  T.  Leikbridge  nud,  he  did  not  wish 
to  provoke  discussioa,  but  he  had  leoeived 
no  answer  to  the  question^  upon  the  aoh- 
ject  of  Uie  overtures  made  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  He  wished  to  know  &- 
tinctly,  whether  the  right  hon.  gentlemaw 
had  made  his  coHeagues  acquainted  wMh 
the  oveitures,  or  negotiations,  which  were 
made  to  him  by  the  kcMler  of  their  politicsl 
opponents.  He  would  ask  that  House, 
whether,  as  a  man  of  honour,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  not  bonnd  to  oom^ 
municate  that  overture  to  his  eoUeaguea 
the  moment  he  received  it? 

Mr.  Camnng, — It  may  be  cen^enienit 
to  At  hon.  baronet  to  know,  what  I  h«v« 
before  stated,  but  which  I  now  repeat 
with  the  utmost  sincerity,  that  I  will  not 
answer  a  single  question  relative  to  ^ 
late  transactions,  unless  it  be  brought  Ibr- 
ward  as  a  motion.  Not  a  single  one  ■ 
and  1  appeal  to  the  House  and  the  country, 
whether  I  am  not  justified  in  this  conne  I 
But,  in  saying  that  nothing  shall  induce 
me  to  answer  another  qnestioa,  I  must 
and  dopeotttst  against  tte.hon.  bareiet 
or  any  other  manls  taking  advantage  of 
my  sileaoe,  to  put  answers  into  my  moutti. 
That  he  has  no  Hght  to  do  [die^s]. 

The  diseu|iQSnmi^  dro|^ed. 

Crimikal  Justice^  Mr.  Pee/,  hi 
rismg  to  move  the  ot&mvf  the  dar,  Amt 
reftnrring  the  Larceny  Laws'  Gdnsoiidatiott 
Bill  to  a  committee,  venture  to  commit 
a  small  irregularity,  in  imt  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  m  a  bill,  whwh  it  was  of 
grsat  importance  to  have  before  the  House 
in  the  eonsideimtioQ  of  the  amendments 
in  the  crimbal  laws  of  die  comitry.  Tho 
bill  to  whkh  he  alluded  was  designed  far 
the  improvement  ef  the  admiMtralien  of 
Criminal  Justiee,  and  was  net  one  to  wMcb 
he  anticipated  any  oppoeition.  It  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  assumption,  that  every 
feim  in  the  administratkm  of  justice  which 
hud  becemo  obsolete,  and  not  neoessur^ 
mighty  and  ought  to be^  feeaovod,    biM 
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the  alterations,  therefore,  which  this  bill 
pi«>piDsed  to  effect,  the  substance  of  the 
existing  law  was. in  no  instance  affected. 
The  alterations  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  bill  were  as  follow.     At  present,  before 
a  prisoner  was  put  upon  his  trial,  and  had 
pleaded    "Not  Guilty,"  he  was  asked, 
"  How.  will  you  be  tried  ?"    Now,  every 
one  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  criminal  laws,  knew  how 
unnecessary  this  form  was.     It  seldom 
served  but  to  puzzJe  and  confuse;   and, 
in  many  instances,    the  answer   to  the 
question  was  such  as  was  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  the  gravity  of  ^e  occasion. 
It  was  expected  Uiat  die  prisoner  would 
answer,  ^^  By  God  and  my  country ;"  but 
sometimes  the  answer  was  dictated  by 
levity,  such  as  ''  I  had  rather  not  be  tried 
at  all ;"  and,  frequently,  the  answer  was 
either  suggested  by  the  gaoler,  or,  in  the 
event  of  Sie  prisoner  refusing,  was  made 
by  him  altogether.    Now,  was  it,  he  asked, 
necessary  to  retain  this  form  at  all  ?  and 
was  it  not  consistent  with  common  sense, 
that  when  the  plea  of  ''  Not  Guilty*'  had 
been  entered,  the  trial  might  be  proceeded 
with?     Acting  upon  this  view,  the  bill 
enacted,  that  when  the  plea  of  **  Not 
Guilty'^  had  been  recorded,  the  trial  mi^ht 
go  on.     The  next  part  of  the  law,  of  which 
he  would  propose  a  repeal,  was  that  which 
inflicted  punishment  on    prisoners  who, 
through  obstinacy,  refused  to  plead.     He 
would  propose,  in  all  cases  of  treason,  as 
well  as  of  felony,  that  it  should  be  a 
general  rule,  that  the  prisoner  should  be 
considered  "Not  Guilty .''    It  was  con- 
sistent with  justice,  mercy,  and  reason, 
that  he  should  be  considered  so,  merely 
for  being  mute,   rather  than  otherwise; 
that  his  trial  should  take  place,  and  a 
verdict  of  acquittal,  or  of  guilt  follow, 
according  to  the  facts  proved  in  evidence. 
In  former  times^  when  prisoners  perse- 
vered in  being  mute,  the  ancient  punish- 
ment, known  by  the  name  oi  peine  forte  et 
dure,  was  resorted  to.    Although  it  was 
sometimes  relaxed  in  practice,  yet  in  cases 
of  treason,    the   continuing    obstinately 
mute  was  equivalent  to  a  conviction,  and 
two  such  convictions  had  taken  place,  and 
executbn  followed :  one  of  these  was  on 
a  charge  of  murder,  and  the  other  one  of 
burglary;    the  former  occurred  in  1777, 
and  the  latter  in  1793.     Now,  he  thought 
the  extreme  sentence  of  the  law  was  too 
great  a  punishment  to  inflict    for    this 
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cases,  it  would  be  more  consistent  with 
justice  and  reason,  and  more  satisiactoxy 
to  public  opinion,  if  the  ponishmeot  wece 
to  follow,  and  to  be  apportioned  to,  the 
evidence  gnren  at  thetrud.  Although  Mr. 
Justice  Bbckstone  considered  it  to  the 
honour  of  our  laws  that  the  peine  forte  9t 
dure  was  abolished  by  the  statute  i^th 
George  3rd,  c.  20 ;  yel,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  necessary  to  go  beyond  that  statute, 
which  determined,  that  the  standing  mute 
in  cases  of  felony,  as  well  as  of  treason, 
amounted  to  a  constructive  confession, 
and  to  adopt  a  contrary  rule  of  entertain- 
ing evidence  and  opportunity  of  defence 
on  all  occasions,  llie  next  alteration  he 
would  propose  was  that  which  incttned 
conviction  from  the  party  persisting  to 
chalienee  beyond  the  number  to  which  he 
was  entitled.  In  cases  of  treason,  to  chal- 
lenge beyond  the  number  was  etMtcted  to 
amount  to  legal  conviction,  and  was  at- 
tended with  all  the  consequences  of  the 
accused  party  being  found  guilty.  In 
other  cases,  the  challenges  beyond  the 
proper  number  were  decuured  to  be  ndi 
and  void.  Now,  he  would  propose  as  a 
general  rule,  that  those  challenges  that 
were  made  after  the  proper  number  was 
exhausted,  should,  in  all  cases,  be  declared 
null  and  void.  He  would  next  propose 
the  correction  of  a  great  practical  abuse ; 
namely,  that  of  plmding  a  former  attain- 
der in  plea  of  an  mdictment.  Now  he 
would  propose,  that  a  previous  conviction 
should,  in  future,  not  be  a  bar  to  an  in- 
dictment, unless  it  were  a  conviction  for 
the  same  offence  to  which  the  indictment 
referred.  The  last  change  he  woold  pro- 
pose was,  perhaps,  the  most  important 
one.  It  was  the  total  abolitioiiof  what 
was  called  "  Benefit  of  Clergy.*'  Thia 
was  a  most  useless  and  unmeaning  form. 
To  every. capital  offence  it  was  annexed. 
It  was,  in  fact,  a  mere  mod^ery ,  and  ought 
no  longer  to  encumber  the  Statute-book. 
There  were  some  offences  to  which 
'^  without  benefit  of  clergy''  was  annexed, 
in  which  case  immunities  were  provided 
for  peers ;  but,  as  these  cases  were  only 
two ;  namely,  sacrilege  and  horse-stealing, 
he  thought,  with  respect  to  these  two,  it 
was  not  necessary  to  observe  any  partiea- 
lar  exemption,  and  that  the  abotitioo  <ir 
this  form  might  be  general,  and  extend  to 
all  cases.  In  all  crimes  of  a  capital  nature, 
where  it  was  intended  that  the  punishmeBt 
of  death  should  remain,  that  punishment 
was  to  be  doob^ed,  .without  mentioiiin^ 
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benefit  of  clargy.  When,  in  additioii  to 
the  preaenty  the  offiences  against  the  penon 
and  forgery  were  comprehended,  nearly 
the  whole  of  our  Criminal  Law  woald  be 
consolidated.  He  meant  to  introduce  a 
clause  to  preyent  the  endless  repetition  of 
singular  and  plural,  masculine  and  femi* 
nine,  dec.  This  clause  had  been  drawn 
up  by  a  gentleman  from  whom  he  had  re- 
ceiyed  the  most  invaluable  assistance  in 
the  whole  of  his  undertaking ;  he  meant 
sir  J.  Richardson.  He  apologised  for 
having  trespassed  so  long  on  the  attention 
of  the  House.  The  bilk,  last  session,  had 
st4iod  for  commitment.  Under  the  cir« 
cumstances  which  had  since  taken  place, 
he  regretted  the  delay  which  had  occurred 
in  their  nrogieas.  He  had,  however,  sub- 
mitted tnem  to  some  of  the  most  learned 
men  in  the  country — menwhoee  talents 
and  experience  quaufied  them  to  give  the 
best  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  had 
received  from  them  a  number  of  valuable 
suggestions. — ^The  right  hon.  g«:itleman 
concluded  by  moving  "  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  improving  the  Administration 
of  Justice  in  Crimind  Cases.'' 

Mr.  Wynn  expressed  his  concurrence 
in  the  emendations  of  his  right  hon. 
friend's  bill,  and  the  sentiments  by  which 
he  had  introduced  it  to  the  notice  of  the 
House.  It  had  occurred  to  him,  however, 
with  reference  to  the  clause  about  prisoners 
standing  mute,  that  it  might  happen,  that 
they  did  really  stand  mute  from  tne  visita- 
tion of  God ;  that  they  might  really  be 
incapable  of  making  a  defence,  from  being 
seized  with  phrenzy  or  idiocy  prior  to  their 
arraignment.  He  thought  it  might  be  as 
well  if  a  previous  inquiry  were  instituted 
to  aaoertam  if  the  party  were  insane.  He 
was  quite  sure  that  the  abolition  of  benefit 
of  clergy  would  be  an  advantage ;  but  he 
was  not  quite  clear  that  the  privileges  of 
the  peers  were  not  more  largely  trenched 
upon  than  his  right  hon.  friend  had  stated ; 
and  whether,  in  cases  of  bigamy  and  man- 
slauffhter,  they  had  not  privil^;es  which 
wouU  be  touched.  In  the  case  of  the 
duchess  of  Kingston,  who  was  convicted  of 
bigamv,  the  benefit  of  clergy  was  claimed ; 
ai^  when  the  penalty  of  burning  on  the 
hand  was  to  be  substituted  as  the  milder 
punishment,  she  claimed  the  privilege  of 
the  peerage,  and  escaped. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  he  had  introduced  a  clause 
empowering  the  court,  in  a  case  of  stand- 
ing mute,  to  have  a  plea  of  not  guilty 
.enleiid  or  not  entered,  at  their  discretion. 


'  Mr.  Brougham  thought  the  first  sug- 
gestion of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Control  a  good  one.  If  a  jury  found  such 
a  person  mute  from  obstinacy,  to  enter  a 
plea  of  guilty,  as  was  the  practice  at  pre- 
sent, was  a  most  harsh  proceeding ;  since 
the  person  was  punished  for  obstinacy. 
It  was  the  old  law,  that  he  should  under- 
go the  pressure  of  a  heavy  stone  on  his 
breast,  and  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  had 
very  properly  considered  that  alteration 
of^  the  law,  by  which  so  savage  a  practice 
was  abolished,  a*  comparative  improvement 
in  our  Criminal  laws.  Now,  if  the  jury 
found  the  prisoner  mute  by  malice,  he  was 
put  on  his  trial ;  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  better,  in  cases  where  the  prisoner  was 
found  mute  by  the  visitatkm  of  God,  to 
let  the  law  remam  as  it  was,  thiUi  to  give 
so  large  a  discretion  to  the  court  as  that 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Sturgeg  Bourne  said,  that  the 
House  and  the -country  were  under  the 
greatest  obligations  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman for  the  attention  he  had  bestowed 
upon  this  most  important  subject ;  a  sub- 
ject which  he  shoul4  be  sorry  to  see  in 
any  but  such  hands.  The  abolition  of  the 
benefit  of  clergy  would  be  as  important  an 
alteration  in  the  law,  and  as  entitled  to  be 
applauded  by  every  one,  as  was  the  in- 
crease of  the  punishment  for  a  second  of- 
fence. 

The  Attorney' General  concurred  in 
praising  the  meritorious  exertions  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  He  lamented  it  as 
a  misfortune,  that,  owing  to  his  having 
been  on  circuit,  and  to  other  circum- 
stances, he  had  been  unable  to  render 
himself  master  of  the  details  of  the  bill. 
Although  the  principle  of  consolidating  so 
many  statutes  in  one  act  was  adminible, 
yet  it  was  obvious  that,  if  the  execution 
were  not  good,  the  whole  design  must  fail. 
Unless  the  object  in  view  were  accomplish- 
ed by  the  most  clear,  distinct,  and  intelli- 
gible, provisions,  instead  of  saving  labour 
to  the  judges  and  the  professors  of  the  law, 
it  would  very  much  increase  their  present 
t<Hls.  He  by  no  means  intended  to  say 
that  such  would  be  the  consequence  of  the 
present  bill.  He  only  wished  to  guard 
himself  against  being  considered  a  party 
to  it,  if  in  its  result  it  should  be  found 
not  to  be  so  good  as  was  expdcted. 

Mr.  Peel  entirely  concurred  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that,  if  the 
execution  of  the  bill  were  not  good,  the 
principle  would  be  vadtm.    He  coold 
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only  9«fw  ^1^  there  bad  been  Bome  es^- 
rienoe  of  a  bill  of  a  aimilar  description, 
by  which  eighty  or  ninety  statutes  had 
been  consolidated,  and  which  had  now 
been  two  years  in  bperation ;  and  yet  not 
a  single  representation  had  been  made  to 
him  Of  any  objectioii  to  that  measure. 
He  had  consulted  a  number  of  persons 
concerned  in  the  administration  of  the 
law ;  and  he  must  say,  for  the  honour  of 
the  profession,  that  he  had  never  met  with 
a  member  of  it  who  was  not  always  ready 
lo  give  him  every  possible  assistance  and 
advice.  He  could  name,  amon^  many 
others,  Mr.  Starlue,  Mr.  Russell,  ana 
others,  and  all  the  jn^;8S. 

Mr.  Ferguson^  while  he  admitted  that 
Ike  exertions  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
were  nostmeritorions,  observed,  that  when 
a  proceeding  consolidating  a  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  acts  of  pariiament,  wa^  pro* 
posed,  they  ought  to  know  Ae  legal  au- 
thority on  which  such  proceeding  was 
founded.  He  thought  it  would  have  been 
fary  desirable  if  the  Attorney-general  had 
haa  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  mea- 
sure from  beginning  to  end.  The  best 
pbn  would  have  been  to  have  referred  the 
siAgocI  to  the  consid^ution  of  a  commis- 
aiott  of  eminent  persons  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  criminal  law,  and  who 
would  have  immediately  known  what  were 
the  precise  parts  of  the  existing  law  which 
it  was  desirable  to  retain.  When  so  many 
statutes  were  swept  away,  the  probability 
was,  that,  in  the  new  measure,  provisions 
might  be  omitted  which  it  would  be  most 
f  ipedient  to  preserve. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  May  22. 

.  Court  of  CHAKCBaT—- Ju  risdictioit 
IK  Mattsbs  op  Bankruptcy.]  Mr. 
M.  A,  Tayior,  in  rising  to  submit  to  the 
House  his  motion  relative  to  the  Separa* 
tionofCasesof  Bankruptcy  from  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
tha^House  at  some,  though,  he  trusted, 
at  no  very  protracted,  lengd) .  Often  as  he 
had  advocated  this  question  before  the 
House,  he  felt  that  he  should  be  unable 
to  discharge  what  he  considered  to  be  his 
d«ity  to  the  public,  unless  the  House 
would  lend  him  its  serious  attention. 
QaestioiM  of  this  nature  were  not,  in  ge- 
nMl»  Ymsf  palatafala  to  the  House,  becaose 
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tbay  did  not  affoid  any  oppotttinity  ibr  tha 
di^lay  of  etoquciice,  or  for  the  introduc* 
tion  of  such  topics  as  were  calculated  to 
contribute  to  the  amnsement  of  the  House. 
He  wished  particularly  to  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  honourable  gentlemen  the 
nature  of  the  measure  which  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  introduce,  and  upon  which  he 
meant  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House. 
The  question  was  one  of  no  ordinary  hn- 
portance ;  it  was  not  a  question  of  an  iso- 
lated character,  but  a  question  hi  wfaidi 
the  whole  body  of  the  people  of  England 
was  deeply  interested.  He  was  satisfied 
that,  without  some  such  reform  in  the  bii«- 
sineds  of  the  court  of  Chanceiy  as  that 
which  he  should  submit  to  the  House,  all 
attempts  to  relieve  the  suitor  wooki  be  in* 
effectual.  He  had  been  repeatedly  toU,  on 
former  occasions,  in  brmging  the  subject 
before  the  House,  that,  to  recommend  to 
the  House  any  reform  of  the  business  of 
the  court  of  Chancery  was  to  pronounce 
a  libel  on  the  character  of  the  Chancelhr. 
*'  Let  the  good  man,''  it  was  said,  **  who 
holds  the  office  of  Chancellor,  live  out  his 
time ;  and  then,  if  yon  will,  reform  the 
court."  Such  was  the  language  which 
was  formerly  urged  against  prop(Med  forms 
of  the  court  of  Chancery.  He  had  yeC 
to  learn  whether,  after  the  changes  whidi 
had  lately  taken  place,  he  should  be  sup- 
ported in  his  attempt  to  introduce  reform. 
At  any  rate,  he  would  do  his  duty,  and 
let  the  government  do  theirs.  The  whole 
truth  should  be  fairiy  stated.  If  the  sys- 
tem still  worked  ill,  its  defects  should  be 
still  exposed;  for  it  was  absurd  to  say, 
that  new  brooms  would  sweep  better  than 
the  old,  and  that,  therefore,  there  was  no 
necessity  to  introduce  reform.  The  ques- 
tion which  he  was  about  to  bring  mider 
the  consideration  of  the  House  was  not 
one  of  a  complicated  nature.  He  shoidd, 
in  discussing  it,  appeal  to  the  plain  com- 
mon sense  of  honourable  members.  Cases 
of  Bankruptcy  were  not  originally  appended 
to  the  great  seal ;  they  were  appended  to 
it  by  statute,  as  the  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
lunacy  had  been  added  by  a  special  man- 
date. To  men  of  plain  intellect  like  him- 
self, it  was  perfectlv  clear,  that  the  indi- 
vidual filling  the  ofiice  of  Chancellor  had 
more  to  do  than  human  power  was  capa- 
ble of  performing,  and  that  the  wisest 
course  would  be  to  rid  him  of  an  appendage 
to  his  office  which  was  not  of  the  essence 
of  the  great  seal.  There  would  be  no 
diflculty  in  sdeeting  a  person  to  discharge 
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whb  efficacy  the  dtttiee  of  which  he  pro* 
poted  to  idie^  the  Chancellor.  He  was 
sony  that  he  did  not  see  a  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  his  place,  whom  he  should  nave 
remiadedy  if  ne  had  been  present,  of  an 
expression  which  had  fkllen  from  him  on 
a  former  occasion.  He  begged  to  say,  that 
he  never  quarrelled  with  men  for  changin? 
their  opinions :  all  he  did  was  to  defend 
his  own  opinions;  and  on  this  occasion 
he  might  be  permitted  to  say,  that  some 
of  the  greatest  men  who  had  ever  adorned 
this  country  entertained  the  same  opinions. 
It  was  certainly  with  some  astonishment 
he  had  heard  that  the  motion  he  intended 
to  make  that  night  was  to  be  opposed. 
That  motion  was  merely,  that  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  statute  of  the 
>3th  Elisabeth,  and  such  subsequent 
irtattttes  as  gave  to  the  lord.  Chancellor 
jurisdiction  in  matters  of  bankruptcy.  He 
had  often  had  occrision  to  bring  this  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  to  expose  the  de- 
lays of  the  court  of  Chancery,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  introduce  some  reforms  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  the  suitor ;  but  he  had  al- 
ways been  met  by  the  assertion,  that  the 
introduction  of  such  questions  was  an  at- 
tack on  the  character  of  the  Chancellor. 
No  man  could  entertain  a  higher  respect 
than  he  did  for  the  great  and  splendid 
talents^  and  the  profound  legal  knowledge, 
of  the  late  Chancellor ;  but  he  had  often 
Mi  surprise,  that,  when  that  learned  per- 
son saw  every  day  before  him  the  mischief 
resulting  from  the  state  of  the  court  of 
Chancery,  he  had  made  no  attempt  to  re- 
form the  abuses  of  the  existing  system. 
Re  trusted  that  if  he  did  not  succeed  in 
his  motion  to-night,  he  should  succeed  on 
some  other  night ;  for  he  was  determined 
not  to  abandon  the  question.  There  were 
some  gentlemen  in  that  House  who  were 
disposed  to  attribute  all  the  evils  arising 
from  the  court  of  Chancery  to  one  man, 
and  others  who  entirely  differed  from  them 
in  that  opinion.  For  his  part,  he  stood  upon 
his  own  opinions;  and  he  thought  tney 
were  not  to  be  told,  at  this  time  of  day, 
that  parliament  ought  to  wait  because 
there  was  a  new  administration,  and  a  new 
judge  of  the  court  of  Chancery.  It  should 
be  recollected,  that  no  effectual  step  had 
yet  been  taken  to  reform  the  court  of 
Chancery.  None  of  the  recommendations 
in  the  Report  drawn  up  by  his  lamented 
friend,  sir  S.  Romilly,  had  been  adopted ; 
and  the  country  had  little  reason  to  place 
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any  confidence  in  promises  of  reform,  un- 
less parliament  determined  to  carry  such 
promises  into  effect.  Towards  the  noble 
lord  who  now  filled  Uie  office  of  lord  Chan* 
cellor,  he  had  no  feeling  but  one  of  kind* 
ness.  He  had  no  doubt  that,  raised  and 
elevated  as  he  had  been  to  that  high  dig- 
nity, and  aware  as  he  must  be,>of  ue  mm 
and  distress  which  had  been  occasioned 
by  the  existing  system— ruin  and  distress 
which  in  many  cases  that  he  could  detail, 
were  enough  to  make  a  man's  heart  bleed 
— he  would,  at  the  first  blush,  think  of 
improvement ;  but  he  might  also  thhik  of 
the  profits  aristngfromcasesof  bankruptcy. 
The  present  Master  of  the  Rolk,  a  parti- 
cular ftiend  of  his,  had,  bj  his  eminent 
services  in  the  office  of  Vice-chancellor, 
assisted  by  the  exertions  of  sir  William 
Grant,  while  he  remained  as  Master  of  th^ 
Rolls,  contributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to 
preserve  the  character  of  the  court.  He 
was  convinced,  indeed,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  their  efforts,  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery could  not  have  gone  on ;  and  he  be- 
lieved there  was  not  one  of  the  late  ap- 
pointments or  elevations  which  had  given 
greater  satisfaction,  than  that  of  the  pro- 
motion of  that  learned  person  to  the  Rolls. 
He  contended,  however,  that  the  delays  of 
the  court  of  Chancery  took  their  date  long 
previous  to  the  time  of  lord  Eldon.  Many 
persons  supposed  they  were  owing  to  the 
conduct  of  solicitors,  but  he  knew  that 
the  body  of  that  profession  had  several 
times  attempted  to  remedy  the  evil. — ^The 
hon.  gentleman  then  entered  intoadefence 
of  the  conduct  of  the  solicitors  of  that 
court,  and  related  some  circumstances  con- 
nected with  their  efforts  to  amend  the  prac- 
tice. About  three  years  ago  a  commission 
had  been  appointed  to  inauire  as  well  into 
the  best  means  of  remedying  the  delays  of 
that  court,  as  into  the  question  of  what 
part  of  the  business  could  be  withdrawn  ; 
and,  after  two  years'  investigation,  the 
learned  person,  now  elevated  to  the  dig- 
nity of  lord  Chancellor,  introduced  a  bill 
into  that  House,  foundeid  upon  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Report.  That  bill, 
however,  thus  founded  upon  the  recom- 
mendations of  that  commission,  contained 
propositions  and  clauses  so  absurd  and 
ridiculous,  that  no  member  of  that  House, 
who  had  any  common  sense,  could  he 
found  to  support  it;  and,  after  a  short 
time,  it  was  withdrawn  under  a  pretence 
of  the  late  period  of  the  session.  On  the 
UthofMarcb,  1813,  when  be  had  breugbt 
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forward  his  propositions  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Vice-chancellor's  billy  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  declared,  '^  it 
seemed  to  him  most  advisable,  that  some 
amendment  should  be  proposed,  which 
might  tend  to  relieve  the  Chancellor,  by 
stripping  his  office  of  some  great  limb  of 
its  ordinary  business.  There  was  no  part 
of  that  business  the  abstraction  of  which 
would  be  liable  to  less  objection  than  that 
which  was  not  of  the  essence  of  the  office, 
but  only  superadded  to  it  by  statute." 
He  had  consequently  stated,  on  a  former 
occasion,  that,  if  any  one  proposed  such 
an  amendment,  and  if  the  House  adopted 
it^  he  should  support  the  bill  with  his 
vote.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  having 
expressed  those  opinions  upon  the  subject 
then,  he  called  upon  him  to  support  them 
now ;  and  he,  at  the  same  time,  hoped 
the  whole  administration  would  step  for- 
ward and  give  him  their  support,  in  com- 
pliance with  tlie>  unanimous  expression  of 
the  feeling  of  the  country.  He  had  con- 
versed with  all  classes,  agricultural  and 
commercial,  and  he  was  bound  to  say, 
that  they  all  viewed  the  delays  and  evils 
of  the  court  of  Chancery  in  the  same  light. 
They  declared,  one  and  all,  that  the  court 
of  Chancery  produced  such  inordinate 
expenses,  and  such  vexatious  delavs,  that 
it  amounted  almost  to  a  high  misdemean- 
our in  the  government  to  suffer  their  con- 
tinuance. As  a  proof  of  the  opmions  en- 
tertained by  commercial  men  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  administration  of  the 
Bankrupt-laws,  he  would  beg  to  refer  the 
House  to  a  Report  made  in  March  last, 
by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  com- 
mon council  of  the  city  of  London,  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  law  and  its  in- 
fluence upon  the  interests  of  trade.  As 
that  Report  had  not  yet  been  published, 
and  members  of  the  House  could  not  be 
supposed  much  acquainted  with  its  pur- 
port, he  would  take  leave  to  read  an  ex- 
tract or  two  for  their  information.  The 
Report  states,  "  that  the  committee  hav- 
ing been  appointed  to  take  into  its  consi- 
deration the  propriety  of  presenting  peti- 
tions to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  for 
constituting  a  regular  tribunal  for  the 
administration  of  the  Bankrupt-laws,  cer- 
tify to  the  court,  that,  after  having  pro- 
cured copies  of  the  opinions  of  many  pro- 
fessional men,  and  tne  evidence  of  some 
of  the  most  respectable  merchants,  bankers, 
and  traders,  in  the  city  of  London,  and 
having'  corresponded  with   some  of  the 
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most  respectable  merchants  and  traden 
in  Liverpool,  Gloucester,   Bristol,    Man- 
chester, and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  with  the 
most  eminent  barristers,  solicitors    and, 
commissioners,  in  those  towns ;  and  that, 
after  having    considered    their  evidence, 
annex^  to  the  Report,  and  looking  to  all 
the  information  they  had  received  on  this 
most  important  subject — ^they  are  fuUy  of 
opinion  that  the  present  state  of  the  Bank- 
rupt-laws,   as  now   administered  in  this 
country,    is  totally  inconsistent,    and  at 
variance  with  the  intention  and  meaning; 
of  the  original  constitution  of  those  laws  ; 
and  that  the  present  system  of  the  admi- 
nistration of  tne  Bankrupt-laws  falls  short 
of  the  necessities  required  by  the  commer* 
cial  interests  of  this  country ;  and  that, 
after  having  witnessed  the  nature  of  the 
administration  of  the  law  by  the  court  of 
Commissioners,  they  are  strongljf  of  opin-. 
ion,  that  the'Bankrupt-law  requires  speedy 
and  material  alteration."    The  expression 
of  such  opinions,  the  hon.  gentleman  ob- 
served, connected  with  and  supported  by 
such  testimony,  from  all  classes  of  society, 
rendered  little  observation  necessary  from 
him  with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  the 
separation  he  required  of  bankruptcy  from 
the  great  seal.  —  The  hon.  member  then 
adverted  to  the  opinions  expressed  by  sir 
Samuel  Romilly  upon  the  subject  of  the 
secretary  of  bankrupts  not  bemg  an  ac- 
countable officer ;  and  read,  from  the  Re- 
port of  the  Chancery  Commission,  of  which 
tie  was  chairman,  a  passage  in  sir  Samuel 
Romilly's  own  hand-writing,   relative  to 
the  inexpediency  of  suffering  the  lord 
Chancellor  to  derive,  as  he  did  at  present, 
a  great  portion  of  his  emoluments  from 
the  fees  received  bv  officers,  while  he  did 
not  acknowledge  that  he  so  received  them. 
The  consequence  of  such  a  proceeding 
was,  that  if  the  officer  took  a  larger  fee 
than  he  was  entitled  to,  the  Chancellor, 
upon  an  appeal  to  him,  was  compelled,  as 
a  judge,  to  pronounce  an  opinion,  in  a 
case   where   he   was   directly  interested. 
These  fees,  if  they  were  necessary  to  com- 
pose a  salary  to  the  lord  Chancellor,  it 
was  then  proposed  to  abolish  altogether, 
and  to  increase  the  Chancellor's  aabry  by 
a  sum  equal  to  their  amount ;  for  it  never 
could  be  supposed,  that  the  highest  officer 
in  the  kingdom  was  to  be  supported  by 
what  might  be  considered  nothing  short 
of  a  tax  upon  distress  and  insolvency.     If 
he  wanted  any  argument  for  a  septtration 
of  these  duties  of  t&  Chancellorihc  thougjht 
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thit  part  of  Uie  foes  taken  by  the  aecre* 
taiy  to  be  sufficient.  Lord  Thurlow  had 
settled  the  reversion  of  the  office  upon 
an  infant ;  and  whether  lord  Eldon 
bad  given  it  to  his  son  or  not  he  did 
not  know,  but  he  thought  it  disgraceful 
to  the  country,  that  so  much  money 
should  be  paid  when  no  work  was  done. 
Two  objections  had  been  raised  to  se- 
parating the  bankruptcy  business  from  the 
great  seal.  The  first  was,  that  a  consider- 
able degree  of  ability  and  legal  experience 
was  required  for  bankruptcy;  and  the 
next  objection  was,  that  the  time  of  the 
judffes  would  not  be  sufficiently  employed, 
if  that  business  was  separated  from  the 
neat  seal.  The  hon.  member  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Chancery  Report,  and  read 
various  extracts)  tending  to  show  the  time 
which  was  occupied  by  the  court  of  Chan- 
cerv  in  disposing  of  questions  connected 
wiui  banktuDtcy.  If  they  would  look  to 
the  state  or  the  Bankrupt-laws  in  this 
country,  and  consider  the  numerous  intri- 
cate questions  that  grew  out  of  them,  they 
would  find  that  bankruptcy  cases  alone 
were  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole  of  any 
judge's  time.  With  respect  to  suits  in 
Equity,  as  the  system  had  formerly  gone 
on,  tliere  was  a  nominal,  but,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  no  real,  appeal ;  for  that  could  not 
be  called  an  appeal  which  merely  brought 
a  case  decided  by  an  individual  in  one 
place,  before  the  same  individual  in  ano- 
ther. Would  it  not,  then,  be  proper,  where 
there  were  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  pounds  depending,  to  appoint  an  indi- 
vidual, to  whom  an  effectual  appeal  could 
be  maide?  When  an  arrear  of  business 
was  formerly  complained  of,  it  was  asserted, 
that  it  could  not  be  got  dirough  without 
the  assistance  of  two  judges.  There  were 
at  present  two  judges  sitting,  besides  the 
lord  Chancellor ;  vet  the  arrear,  to  a  certain 
extent,  continued.  Why,  then,  should 
they  not  have  a  judge  permanently 
established,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  in 
bankruptcy  cases  ?  An  individual  placed 
in  the  department  would  have  sufficient, 
and  more  than  sufficient,  to  do.  That 
there  was  a  great  evil  in  the  system  was 
clear ;  and  why  that  evil  should  be  con- 
tioued,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  ima- 
gine. It  ought  to  be  remedied  ;  and  that, 
too,  without  delay.  Could  any  person 
assert  that  the  practice  of  the  court  of 
Chancery,  for  some  few  years  past,  was 
not  such  as  to  extort  the  disapprobation  of 
every  thinking  man  in  the  country  ?    He 


did  not  mean  to  blame  the  late  loid  Chan- 
cellor ;  but  he  certainly  did  censure  the 
system.  He  felt,  to  use  the  language  of 
Mr.  Shadwell,  that  no  three  angek  could 
discharge  the  onerous  duties  of  the  office 
of  lord  Chancellor,  as  it  was  at  present 
constituted.  Under  these  circumstances* 
he  was  perfectly  convinced,  that  the  sepa- 
ration of  bankruptcy  cases  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  great  seal  would  give  the 
highestdegree  of  satisfactionto  thecountry. 
If  gentlemen  did  not  feel  the  misery  which 
was  inflicted  on  those  unfortunate  peraons 
who  became  suitors  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery— if  they  did  not  commiserate  those 
who  suffered  under  the  existing  system  of 
delay  in  that  court  (delav  occasioned  by 
multiplicity  and  variety  of  business),  then 
he  feared  that  nothing  which  he  could  urg» 
would  convince  them  of  the  necessity  of 
separating  the  bankruptcy  cases  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  lord  Chjemcellor.  He 
called  for  inquiry ;  and,  where  so  prominent 
an  evil  appeared,  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  receive  favourably  the  motion  which 
he  ns  about  to  submit  to  their  considera- 
tion. In  the  view  he  had  taken  of  this 
subject,  he  might  be  mistaken;  but  he 
had  the  consolation  to  know,  that,  if  he 
erred,  he  erred  with  the  public  at  large. 
Those,  however,  who  might  attempt  to 
keep  up  the  present  system,  woula,  he 
believed,  in  the  end  find  themselves  in 
error;  and  that  error  should  be  pointed 
out  and  exposed,  if  he  had  life.  In  his 
opinion,  the  government  ought  to  take  up 
a  subject  of  such  immense  imp<Mrtance,  and 
thus  relieve  a  private  individual,  like  him- 
self, from  bringing  it  forward.  It  was  ad- 
mitted, that  his  views  on  the  question  were 
generally  correct;  and  he  felt,  most 
decidedly,  that  a.  greater  boon  could  not 
be  bestowed  on  ue  country,  than  the 
separation  of  the  jurisdiction  in  bankruptcy 
cases  from  the  great  seal.  Such  an  act 
would  do  the  government  honour,  and 
would,  in  a  very  eminent  degree,  benefit 
the  nation.  Whether,  however,  the  govern- 
ment did  or  did  not  take  that  course, 
nothing  should  deter  him  from  taking  the 
sense  of  the  House  now,  and  at  all  other 
convenient  times,  on  this  important  ques- 
tion. The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
moving,  '*That  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
consider  of  the  statute  of  the  13th  of 
Elizabeth,  and  such  subsequent  statutes,  as 
give  to  the  lord  High  Chancellor  of  England 
Jurisdiction  in  matters  of  Bankruptcy," 
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The  Attwwty*6emral  said,  thai  he 
^MMild  not  be  doing  jiutice  to  hia  own 
feelinp,  nor  to  the  character  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  if  he  did  not  acknow- 
ledge him  to  be  one  of  the  most  zealous, 
consistent,  and  persevering,  advocates  for  a 
revision  of,  and  an  alteration  in,  the  p««c- 
tioe  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  that  had 
ever  appeared  in  the  Hovse  of  Commons ; 
and  though  it  was  not  his  good  fortune  to 
agree  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
generally,  in  his  view  of  the  question,  yet 
he  thought  the  public  were  under  great 
obUgaticms  to  him,  for  bringing  a  subject 
of  this  nature  before  the  House,  and  he 
doubted  not  that  its  discussion  would  be 
found  advantageous.  If  he  could  perceive 
that  anv  practical  otject  was  likelv  to  be 
gained  by  the  House  resolving  itself  into  a 
oommittee,  he  should  not  be  disposed  to 
oAer  any  opposition  to  the  motion.  But 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  not 
alluded  to  any  specific  plan  which  he 
meant  to  submit  to  the  committee ;  and 
tkeiefore  he  conceived  the  motion,  having 
no  clear  and  distinct  ulterior  obje||  in 
view,  was  unnecessary.  If  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  demonstrated  some  plan 
-*-oif  he  had  pointed  out  some  tangible 
proceeding — ^which  the  House  was  likely 
lo  adopt,  after  it  had  been  examined,  that 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  induce  him 
to  withhold  his  opposition  to  the  motion ; 
but,  as  he  was  satisfied,  so  far  as  his  own 
opinion  went,  that  no  such  thing  would 
emanate  from  the  committee,  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose  the  propo- 
sition of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 
His  reasons  for  that  opposition  were  very 
short.  The  arguments  which  he  had  to 
offer,  and  the  facts  that  he  had  to  state, 
in  support  of  his  view  of  the  case,  lay 
in  an  extremely  narrow  compass,  and  he 
hoped  to  dispose  of  them  very  soon.  He 
had  always  thought  that  they  ought  not 
hastily  to  make  places  to  fit  particular 
men,  but  that  they  ought  to  find  men  to 
fit  particular  places.  His  hon .  and  learned 
friend  would  recollect  that  this  was  one  of 
his  (the  Attorney-generars)  arguments 
against  making  alterations  in  the  court  of 
Chancery  —  alterations  which  had,  from 
their  nature,  the  effect  of  imposing  addi- 
tional burdens  on  the  public.  He  had 
not  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  that 
House  at  the  time  the  Vice-chancellor's 
court  was  the  subject  of  discussion ;  but 
the  same  objection  was  then  made  by  the 
learned  gentleman  who  afterwards  filled 
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the  flituatton  of  Vfeo-dianeenor,  to  the 
alteration  then  proposed.  In  considering 
this  (jpiestion,  it  was  not  his  intention  nor 
his  wish  to  make  allusion  further,  than  the 
case  required,  to  the  late  lord  Chancellor. 
No  individual,  who  knew  that  noble  lord, 
could  speak  of  him  without  IbeKngs  of  re^ 
spect,  both  as  a  man  and  as  a  jodge.  His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  stated,  that 
if  any  thing  more  than  another  was  calcu- 
lated to  produce  dissatisfactkm  with  the 
proceedings  in  Chancery,  it  was  that  consti- 
tutional caution,  that  slowness  of  deckion, 
whkih  amounted  to  delay ;  and  which,  ia 
its  practical  efTecis  on  the  suitors  of  that 
court,  while  it  gave  satisfaction  to  some, 
created  dissatisfaction  and  discontent 
amongst  many.  Now,  if  there  should  be 
found  in  an  individual  placed  in  that  higb 
situation  any  peculiar  excess  of  caution 
(which  was  in  itself  a  laudable  quality) 
that  gave  dissatisfaction,  it  did  not  follow 
that  they  must,  of  necessibr,  resort  to  a 
multiplication  of  judges,  and  to  an  entirely 
new-modelling  of  the  court.  That,  he 
feared,  would  not  cure  the  evil.  The  very 
learned  and  eminent  individual  who  was 
the  second  Vice-chancellor,  sir  J.  Leach, 
had  expressed  the  same  opinion  in  that 
House ;  and  the  truth  of  that  opinion  was 
afterwards  fully  illustrated. — He  should 
now  proceed  to  state  a  few  fhcts,  from 
which  he  would  deduce  this  inference,  that, 
with  three  efficient  judges  (and  such  they 
had)  there  was  not  the  least  necessity  for 
subtracting  from  the  court  of  Chancery 
any  part  of  the  jurisdiction  which  it  now 
possessed ;  nor  would  the  public  have  any 
cause  to  complain^  that  the  bankruptcy 
cases  were  not  separated  from  the  mat 
seal.  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  ii  the 
legislature  chose  to  disjoin  these  powers, 
no  person  could  be4aund  adequate  to  the 
fair  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  cases  :  he 
entertained  no  superstitious  fear  that  they 
could  not  find  an  individual  calculated 
to  perform  the  functbns  of  a  separate 
judge  in  those  cases;  but,  before  they 
adopted  such  a  course  of  policy,  he 
thought  it  was  necessary  that  its  expedi- 
ency should  be  established.  He  should 
now  advert  to  the  business  in  the  court  of 
Chancery  during  the  last  year.  He  should 
take  the  whole  of  the  cases  of  all  descrip- 
tions, and  then  point  out  what  the  late 
Vice-chancellor  had  done  to  relieve  the 
court  from  the  burden  by  which  it  was 
pressed.  His  hon.  and  learned  (iriepd,  as 
well  as  many  other  hon.  memben,  well 
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kaeir  tha  ooune  of  practice  in  Chancery ;  |  cmly  left  one  hundred  and  thirty  causes  in 


iMt,  as  it  m^  not  be  equally  well  known 
to  all,  he  ahonld  briefly  detcribe  it.    The 
Aret  proceedmg  in  a  case  was  by  bill  and 
aoawer.     When  the  case  was  h^utl,  in 
the  fim  instance,  it  might  be  ordered  for 
/fwrther  hearing;  sometimes  on  exceptions 
to  the  bill,  sometimes  on  exceptions  to  the 
answer.     Besides  these  protracted  cases, 
there  was  a  considerable  noraber  which 
wei«  disposed  of  tery  shortly.    With  re- 
spect to  motions,  there  had  been  no  com- 
plaint of  delay,  until  within  the  last  two 
r«,  when,  mm  circumstances  to  which 
need  not  call  the  attention  of  the 
Honae,  considerable  delay  had  occurred. 
Now  the  number  of  cases  set  down  m  the 
coart  of  Chancery  during  the  last  Ibur 
terms  stood  thus: — Original  cases,  three 
bwodred  and  twenty-two ;  cases  of  further 
direetion  and  exception,  seyenty-six ;  cases 
of  oxoeption,  thirty ;  pleas  and  demurrers, 
lorlY-llye.     He  next  came  to  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  in  whose  court  there  was  set  down 
—of  the  flrst  class  of  cases,  two  hundred 
and    fifty-eight;  of  the  second,  ninety- 
eight;  of  the  third,  serenteen;  and  none 
of  tbe  fourth.    The  total  amount  was  fiye 
hundred  and  eighty  original  cases;  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  cases  for  further 
direction    and    exceptions;    forty-seven 
cases  of  exceptions ;  and  forty-five  pleas 
and  demurrers.    This  he  would  take  to 
be  the  ayen^  number  of  cases  that  were 
to  be  disposed  of  in  the  course  of  a  year. 
Tbe  question  then  was,  what  number  of 
cases  was  one  judge  capable  of  getting 
through  in  the  coune  of  the  year?    In 
answer  to  that,  he  would  call  on  the 
House  to  look  to  experience.    The  late 
Vice-chancellor  had,  during  the  four  years 
which  preceded  his  severe  illness,  disposed 
of  a  great  variety  of  cases.     He  (the  At- 
tomcy-^neral)  bad  taken  the  average,  so 
as  to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  number 
which  that  learned  gentleman  had  decided 
in  one  year.      From  that  calculation  it 
appeared  that  sir  J .  I>each,  the  late  Vice- 
cnancellor,  had,  in  one  year,  disposed  of 
ibur  hundred  and  fifty  causes  of  tbe  first 
class;   two  hundred  and  twelve  of  the 
second  and  third  ;  and  seventy-nine  pleas 
and  demurrers.     So  that,  if  they  deducted 
from  the  number  of  cases  of  all  kinds  set 
down,  in  the  last  year,  before  the  lord 
Chancellor  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
what  the  Vice-chancellor  had  been  able 
to  decide  upon  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
they  wouM  find  the  result  to  be,  that  it 


the  fint  class,  nine  in  the  second,  and 
none  in  the  third.  Now,  could  any  man 
suppose,  if  one  individual  was  capable  of 
going  through  such  a  mass  of  business, 
Uiat  two  learned  judges  were  not  able  to 
manage  a  much  greater  nortion  ?  These 
cases  were  reguluiy  set  oown  before  the 
lord  Chaneellor  or  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
The  Vice-chancellor,  who  was  a  sort  of 
supernumerary  judge,  took  the  overflowing 
of  the  practice  in  the  other  courts. — He 
now  came  to  the  cases  m  bankruptcy,  to 
which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
stated  that  his  argument  chiefly  applied. 
He  should  take  ttie  average  number  of 
bankruptcy  cases  for  the  three  last  years. 
From  this  it  appeared,  that  there  had  been 
in  each  of  these  years,  fi^^^  hundred  and 
ninety  petitions  in  bankruptcy  cases.  T6 
this  point  he  called  the  particular  attention 
of  the  House,  because  it  had  immediate 
reference  to  the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction 
which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  wished 
to  sever  from  the  court  of  Chancery.  Let 
the  House,  then,  look  to  what  the  Vice- 
chancellor  had  done  during  the  last  four 
J  rears.  He  would  not,  on  account  of  that 
earned  gentleman's  illness,  refer  to  ao 
anterior  period.  The  Vice-chancellor 
had,  on  the  average,  disposed  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty-three  bankruptcy  peti- 
tions, in  each  year,  during  that  period. 
Deduct  that  number  from  five  hundred 
and  ninety,  and  it  left  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  petitions  to  be  disposed  of 
by  the  Chancellor.  He  had  already 
shown,  that  the  Vice-chancellor  had,  in 
one  year,  disposed  of  cases,  in  the  first 
class,  to  which  he  had  before  referred,  so 
as  when  deducted  from  the  average  total 
number  set  down,  to  leave  only  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  for  decision ;  and  not 
more  than  nine  in  the  second  and  third 
classes.  This  was  not  more  than  an  active 
judge  would  dispose  of  in  a  term ;  and  yet 
these  remained  through  the  year.  What  had 
been  the  progress  of  business  in  the  Vice- 
chancellor's  court,  when  the  late  Master  of 
the  Rolls  recovered  his  health  ?  There  were, 
at  that  time,  four  terms  in  arrear :  so  that, 
when  he  returned  to  his  professional  duties 
he  found  that  there  was  a  considerable  ac- 
cumulation of  business.  To  meet  that 
arrear,  the  Yice-Chancellor  began  by  re- 
ducing it,  in  the  proportion  of  one  term 
each  year ;  so  that,  m  the  second  year, 
there  were  only  three  terms  in  arrear ;  in 
the  third,  two ;    and  at  present  he  be- 
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lieved  the  arrear  was  very  trifling,  and 
would  in  a  very  short  time  be  wholly  re- 
moved.— He  had  now  given  a  simple  state- 
ment of  the  business  in  Chancery.  If  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  asked  him  what 
was  the  reason  of  the  delay  in  deciding  the 
remainder  of  the  cases^  he  must  beg  leave 
to  decline  answering  that  question.  He 
was  merely  stating  a  series  of  facts :  and 
it  did  not  make  against  his  view  of  tlie 
subject,  if  it  happened  that  a  particular 
jud[ge  finished,  in  the  course  of  a  term, 
only  two  cases,  perhaps  but  one,  or  some- 
times not  even  one.  The  question  was, 
whether  it  was  necessarv  (when  they  had 
three  judges,  of  one  of  whom  they  had 
had  full  experience,  and  with  respect  to 
two  of  them  they  had  no  reason  to  despair) 
to  re-model  the  court  of  Chancery,  and  to 
place  additional  burdens  on  the  public? 
In  his  opinion,  the  judges  whom  they  had 
at  present  were  more  than  equal  to  do  the 
whole  business  of  Chancery.  He  admitted 
that  the  lord  Chancellor  had  to  attend  to 
lunatic  petitions,  and  to  appeals  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  But  with  respect  to 
lunatic  petitions,  if  they  would  look  even 
to  those  which  found  their  way  on  the 
papers,  they  would  not  amount  to  more 
than  ten  or  a  dozen   in  the  year.     Tlie 

Quantum  of  labour  was  not  so  very  consi- 
erable ;  and  a  Chancellor,  with  the  benefit 
of  vouth,  health,  and  activity,  would  be 
able  to  accomplish  all  that  his  office  re- 

3uired.  It  was  in  the  contemplation  of 
le  present  lord  Chancellor,  assisted  as  he 
was  by  the  experience  of  thpse  gentlemen 
who  practised  in  his  court,  tp  apply  him- 
self to  the  introduction  of  soA^ie  mode  by 
which  the  voluminous  proceedii^  in  cases 
of  bankruptcy  might  be  abridged.  Such 
a  plan  would  be  attended  with  the  best 
effects ;  for  at  present  those  proceedmgs 
were  extended  to  a  length  hardly  conceiv- 
able. Let  this  experiment,  then,  be  tried, 
before  they  proceeded  to  a  new  field — 
before  they  attempted  to  re-model  the 
whole  form  of  the  court  of  Chancery.  He 
was  lumpy  to  state  that  such  a  plan  as  he 
had  adverted  to  was  in  contemplation ; 
and  he  felt  most  confidently,  that  it  would 
succeed.  They  must  all  know,  that  the 
court  of  Chancery  was  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  affidavits,  answers,  replies,  re- 
joinders, rebutters,  and  sur-rebutters,  to  an 
almost  endless  extent.  This  was  a  great 
defect  in  that  court ;  and  he  believed  that, 
from  an  over-anxious  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  late  lord  Chancellor  (which,  God  forbid 
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he  should  impute  as  a  fault  to  that  ii 
dual)  it  was  carried  entirely  too  far.    That 
learned  lord,   from  an  over-anxiety  that 
nothing  should  be  left  undone  that  conld 
give  satisfaction  even  to  the  losing  paity^ 
allowed  the  greatest  latitude  to  this  system. 
He  thereby  imposed  great  labour  on  him- 
self ;  while  those  who  thought  that  a  court 
of  justice  should  be  a  court  of  decisKMiy 
and  not  of  doubt,  were  dissatisfied  and 
discontented.    Any  measure  which  tended 
to  check  this  expensive  accumulation  of 
documents  would  be  a  very  great  improve- 
ment in  the  constitution  of  the  court.    His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  asked,  what 
had  become  of  the  bill  which  the  present 
lord  Chancellor  had  introduced,  founded 
on  the  report  of  the  Chancery  conuaia- 
sioners  ?      He  begged  to  remind  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  that  the  bill  was  not. 
brought  in  during  the  last,  but  in  the  pie-. 
sent  session,  when  the  lord   ChanoeUor 
held  the  situation  of  Master  of  the  RoUs. 
That  learned  lord  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  he  introduced 
it  with  an  elaborate  speech,  but  not  until 
the  month  of  last  November.     Now,  if  the 
House  would  permit  him,  he  would  state, 
that  in  his  opinion,  the  bill  in  question 
would  always  disappoint  the  public.      He 
did  not  disagree  with  the  commissioners 
on  any  material  point ;  and  he  approved  of 
many  of  their  suggestions,  though  not  of 
all :  but  he  certainly  felt,  that,  to  make 
those  suggestions  the  subject  of  a  cumber- 
some bill  in  parliament,  was  a  proceeding 
not  only  useless  in  itself,  but  one  that  would 
disappoint  the  public.     The  present  lord 
Chancellor,  who  was  only  the  oigan  of  the 
commissioners,  felt,  he  knew,  as  he  (the 
Attorney-Geneml)  felt  on  that  question. 
The  present  brd  Chancellor  was  of  opinion, 
and  it  was  his  opinion  also,  that  the  specific 
points  of  improvement  noticed  in  the  report 
of  the  commissioners,  did  not  require  any 
act  of  parliament  for  carrying  them  into 
effect,  but  might  be  made  by  the  authority 
of  the  lord  Chancellor  in  his  own  court. — 
He  knew  nothing  further  about  the  hilL 
He  was  not  aware  that  the  learned  lord  who 
introduced  it  had  requested  any  other  in- 
dividual to  take  it  up.     He  put  it  to  his 
hon.  and  leagied  friend,  whether,  under 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  g9?erii- 
ment  and  the  country,  to  which  he  would 
not  allude  more  particulariy,  it  would  not 
be  more  decorous  to  pause  befcure  he  called 
upon  the  House  to  take  this  matter,  im- 
portant though  it  was^  out  of  the  hands 
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of  his  majesty's  government.  He  owned 
that  the  motion  of  his  hon.  imd  learned 
friend  would  appear  to  him,  even  though 
he  were  to  appiove  of  it  much  more 
than  he  did  at  present,  to  be  premature, 
and  uncalled-for,  under  existing  circum- 
stanches.  He.  felt  no  alarm  lest  the  duties 
oi  the  court  of  Chancery  should  be  found 
too  great  for  the  performance  of  the  head 
of  that  court  and  the  two  learned  judges 
by  whom  he  was  assisted.  He  knew  that 
sir  S.  Romiily  had  given  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  lord  Chancellor  did  not  even 
require  the  assistance  of  the  Vice-chan- 
cellor; and  he  could  say,  of  his  own 
penonal  knowledge,  that  though  thateieat 
and  illustrious  man  might  have  lent  him- 
self to  the  forwarding  of  improvements 
in  the  practice  of  that  court,  he  had 
never  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  addi- 
tional assistance  to  the  lord  Chancellor 
for  the  discharge  of  its  business.  His 
hon.  and  leamedfriend  had  referred  to  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Chancery  com- 
mission, in  order  to  show  that  the  com- 
missionerB  were  of  opinion,  that  the  lord 
Chancellor  did  want  assistance.  He  by 
no  means  intended  to  dispute  the  honesty 
of  those  who  had  given  evidence  before  that 
commission,  and  least  of  all  the  honesty  of 
that  gentleman  vrho  had  declared  that 
three  angels  could  not  perform  it.  He  (the 
Attomey-Gleneral)  was  of  opinion,  that 
when  they  had  infused  fresh  vigour  into 
that  court,  and  had  introduced  more  cele- 
rity into  its  proceedings,  the  business  of  it 
would  be  performed,  not  only  by  three 
angeb,  but  by  three  men  of  ordinary 
talent  and  industry. — He  had  now  stated 
the  grounds  on  which  he  intended  to  op- 
pose the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend.  He  received  what  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  said  upon  this  occasion, 
as  he  did  upon  all  other  occasions,  with 
themost  perfect  conviction  of  his  honesty 
and  sincerity.  He  differed  from  him  with 
great  pain,  as  he  had  always  been  accus- 
tomed  to  look  up  to  him  as  a  sort  of  au- 
thority upon  this  question.  But  he  was 
sure  that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  recollect,  that 
from  the  very  first  moment  in  which  the 
sulnect  had  been  mooted  in  parliament,  he 
hacl  always  differed  from  him  as  to  the 
propriety  of  giving  additional  assistance  to 
the  lord  Chancellor ;  and  it  was  upon  that 
ground  principally  that  he  felt  lx>und  to 
meet  the  motion  of  his  learned  friend  with 
Ilia,  decided  oppositioo. 


Mr.  D.  W.  Harvey  commenced  hb  ob- 
servations by  compkiining  of  the  incon- 
sistency of  the  professional  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  now 
declared  that  bill  to  be  utteriy  worthless 
and  unavailing,  which  they  had  formerly 
praised  as  calculated  to  remove  most  of 
the  delays  and  grievances  to  which  the 
unfortunate  suitors  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery were  exposed.  He  wondered  what 
new  light  had  beamed  upon  their  under- 
standing, and  made  them  see  no  im- 
portance in  the  various  recommendations 
which  had  been  proposed  bvthe  Chancery 
commissioners.  The  whole  mischief  in 
the  administration  of  the  bankrupt  laws 
was  now  to  be  got  rid  of,  not  by  legisla- 
tive enactments,  but  by  a  few  regulations, 
to  be  made  by  lord  Lyndhurst  and  the 
two  learned  personages  who  assisted  him 
in  that  court  He  deemed  it  quite  im- 
possible that  such  a  crying  grievance 
could  be  so  removed ;  and  he  corroborated 
his  opinion  by  reference  to  that  of  lord 
Eldon.  The  real  nature  of  that  evil  was 
felt  by  his  lordship  when  at  the  bar,  and 
was  expressed  by  him  when  he  took  his 
seat  on  the  bench  : — **  The  lord  Chancel- 
lor took  the  first  occasion  of  expressing 
strong  indignation  at  the  frauds  committed 
under  cover  of  the  bankrupt  laws,  and 
his  determination  ta  repress  such  prac- 
tices. Upon  this  subject  his  lordship  ob- 
served, with  warmth,  that  the  abuse  of  the 
bankrupt  laws  is  a  disgrace  to  the  country, 
and  it  would  be  better  at  once  to  repeal 
all  the  statutes  than  to  suffer  them  to  be 
applied  to  such  purposes.  There  is  no 
mercy  to  the  estate;  nothing  is  less 
thought  of  than  the  object  of  the  commis- 
sion. As  they  *are  frequently  conducted 
in  the  country,  they  are  little  more  than 
stock  in  trade  for  the  commissioners,  the 
assignees,  and  the  solicitor.  Instead  of 
solicitors  attending  to  their  duty  as  minis- 
ters of  the  court,  for  they  are  so,  commis- 
sions of  bankruptcy  are  treated  as  matter 
of  traffic.  A  taking  out  the  commission ; 
B  and  C  to  be  his  commissioners.  They 
are  considered  as  stock  in  trade,  and  cal- 
culations are  made  how  many  commis- 
sioners can  be  brought  into  the  partnership. 
Unless  the  court  holds  a  strong  hand  over 
bankruptcy,  particularly  as  administered 
in  the  country,  it  is  itself  accessory  to  as 
great  a  nuisance  as  any  known  in  the 
land,  and  known  to  pass  under  the  forms 
of  its  law.*'  He  wished  the  House  to 
attend  to  the  opinion  whi^h  lotd  Ekioii 
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htd  bert  exprnned,  as  fain  (Mr.  D.  W. 
Harvey's)  object  was  not  so  much  to  dk- 
sever  bankruptcy  (rem  the  geeat  seal,  as 
to  stmpUfy  the  administration  of  the  bank- 
fupt  laws,  and  to  prevent  a  commissbn  of 
hSAikruptc  V  from  becoming  what  brd  Eldon 
had  stylecf  it-*^  atoek  in  trade  to  profes- 
sional gentlemen  engaged  in  it.  He  was 
sura  Uiat  every  gcnSeraan  who  had  paid 
the  slightest  attention  to  the  evil  of  the 
present  sjritem  would  see  the  necessity  of 
altering  it  immediateiy ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  altemtion  might  be  comprised 
under  a  few  short  heads.  The  lint  thing 
which  he  would  have  done  would  be,  to 
pwvide  for  the  publication  of  the  bank- 
rupt's insolvency  at  the  very  earliest 
period ;  the  next  wouhl  be,  to  collect  the 
lamnant  of  his  shattered  fortunes  with  as 
rnneh  cekrity,  and  at  as  little  expense,  as 
was  practicable;  the  next  would  be,  to 
divide  that  remnant,  as  soon  as  collected, 
amongst  his  creditors;  and  the  last  would 
ht»  to  reward  him  with  a  small  portion  of 
tha  property  so  recovered,  wherever  his 
insolvency  had  sprung  out  of  inevitable 
misfortune,  and  to  punish  him  wherever  it 
had  arisen  from  dishonesty  of  principle  or 
extravagance  of  ccmdnct.  He  did  not  know 
that  bankruptcy  could  be  defined  more 
simply  than  it  was  at  piesent ;  nor  was  he 
certain  that  the  principles  of  the  law  could 
b^  much  better  arranged.  But,  with  regard 
to  the  mode  of  its  administration,  nothing 
could  be  more  injurious  and  absurd.  He 
did  aot  wish  to  speak  with  any  personal 
disrespect  of  any  one  of  the  seventy*two 
gantkmen  who  now  oiBciated  as  Commia- 
sioners  of  Bankrupts;  but  he  must  say 
thiSk  that  a  more  incompetent  tribunal  than 
that  which  they  foitned  could  not  easily 
be  imagioad.  The  commissioners  consist* 
ed  of  two  classes  of  individuals :  the  first 
were  young  men  of  no  experience,  to 
whom  the  possession  of  3  or  400/.  a-year 
at  the  outset  of  life  was  a  matter  of  im- 
pCMrtance ;  indeed,  tt  was  a  tort  of  appren«> 
ticeship  fee  to  experience,  with  this  re- 
markable circumstance  attached  to  it — 
that  they  received,  instead  of  paying  it. 
The  fiiat,  he  repeated,  were  young  men, 
fmquently  of  gveat  promise,  and  generally 
biKked  by  great  parliamentarv  influence  : 
the  seeond  were  often  men  who  had  mis- 
taken their  talents,  and,  after  spending 
half  a  century  in  a  briefless  condition  in 
the  court,  reoeived  the  appointment,  as  a 
means  of  soothing  their  decline  of  life, 
Ml  of  saving  them  from  dfetress.  imd 
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penury.    It  was  his  firm  belief,  that  what 
between  capacity  with  inexperience  on  the 
one  hand,  and  experience  witli  incapacity 
on  the  other,  there  were  not  more  than 
five   or  six   commissioners    out   of  the 
seventy*two  who  were  able  to  dischaifn 
their  duty  as  they  ought  to  do.    He  wnhod 
that  any  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposila 
would  go  down  to  Guildhall;    becauaa 
he  was  certain  that  they  would  see  the 
necessity  of  supportmg  any  measure  whioli 
tended  to  the  removal  of  such  a  nuisanoe 
as  the  existing  tribunals  in  bankruptcy. 
There  were  fourteen  petty  courts,  in  each 
of  which  there  were  five  commissioiieray 
of  whom  three  must  necessarily  attend  to 
transact  the  business.     These  commia* 
sionere  were  not  paid,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  by  permanent  and  adequate  salarlea, 
but  by  fees,  arising  ftom  their  mgenwity 
in  making  out  business  for  themselves,  to 
the  injury  of  the  bankrupts'   creditors. 
The  manner  in  which  they  ran  after  their 
feeft-<-the   impatience  with   which   they 
looked  at  their  watches  to  provide  aeaiBBt 
their  staying  longer  than  tneir  two  mhus 
— and  the  anxiety  with  which  they  aoaght 
to  pocket  another  guinea,    by  devirinip 
another  meeting  in  Quality-court,  was  one 
of  the  most  disgusting  scenes  that  any 
professional  man  couhl  witness.    He  1m 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  this  mode  of 
administering  thfe  law  was  not  more  4is- 
graceful  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  it, 
than  it  was  injurious  to  the  snitoiB  whose 
property  was  at  stake.    There  were  gene- 
rally twelve  or  thirteen  causes  under  eadi 
list,  and  scarcely  any  two  of  those 
arrived  at  the  same  stage.    At  one 
ment,  the  commissioners  had  belere  them 
a  creditor  trying  to  prove  a  fnsaibAmt 
debt ;  at  another,  a  bankrupt  undergoing' 
his  final  examination;    and,  at  a  diM, 
another  bankrupt  claiming  hie  certtficate* 
All  these  casee — diflerent  and  diflicult  at 
they  were— were  to  be  decided  within  two 
short  hours,  anud  the  clamour  of  a  comt, 
where  there  was  no  presiding  judge,  nor 
guiding  rule.    He  did  not  know  of  any 
terms  sufliciently  strong  to  express  his 
abhorrence  of  so  disgraceful  a  system. 
But,  as  Mr.  Basil  Montagu,  who  was  one 
of  the  ablest  of  the  commissionen,  bad 
pointed  out  the  mischief  of  it  in  veiy  ctonr 
and  aMe  terms,    he  would  adqjt   that 
gentleman's  language  for  the  expreasioM 
of  his  own  sentimento.    *'  I  nowpfoeood,'* 
saya  Mr.  Montagu,  '•  to  the  diud  Mmt, 
which  is,  the  uncertainly 
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ikk  ttflmial.  In  London  thmt  u«  «ev«|Cy 
eommuiknieni  in  foartttn  lists;  each  list 
WMCOHDMled  and  independent  of  the 
edier;  tlie  pncticey  in  some  raspocts, 
vwrying  in  nil  of  the  lists,  and  the  kw  in 
niaiiy  of  them  i  and,  from  the  nature  of 
the  tribttttaly  in  most  of  them,  unless  there 
is  considefaMe  professional  exertion. 
With  rospeet  to  their  nnceitainty  in  their 
jndgments,  when  it  is  considered,  that  in 
London  there  aie  fourteen  difiereat  tribu- 
nals, and  perhaps  double  their  number  in 
the  country,  aini  when  each  of  these  tri- 
bunals is  composed  of  members  who  can- 
not be  consunt  in  their  attendance,  and 
who  are  oontinnally  fluctuating^,  there 
must,  of  course,  be  occasional  opposite 
decisions,  not  only  by  dilTerent  tribunals, 
but  even  by  the  same  tiibunaU'*  Such 
was  the  description  of  the  court  which  the 
hob.  aiMl  learned  member  for  Durham  now 
called  upon  them  to  correct,  and  which  be 
had  never  yet  heard  defended  by  any  person 
mkB  was  ut  all  conversant  widi  its  proceed- 
ings.— It  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  and 
hamed  gentleman  who  had  been  reeentlr 
esailsd  to  the  oflke  of  his  majesty^ 
Altomejr-general,  that  no  plan  had  yet 
been  suggested  Ibr  ite  correction.  Now, 
though  an  individual  might  not  point  out 
the  very  best  plan,  still,  if  he  ventured  to 
guess  one,  he  could  not,  by  any  perver- 
sioa  of  ingenuity,  stumble  upon  a  worM 
plan  than  that  which  existed  at  present. 
To  cut  afwuy  that  argument  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  he  would  venture 
Id  suggest  the  following  plan : — That  in- 
stead ii  thero  being  seventy-two  judges, 
of  whom  one  half  were  ineicperienoed  from 
youth,  and  the  other  imbecile  from  age, 
there  should  be  Hve  judges  with  libeml  sa- 
laries, whose  time  should  be  exclusively 
given  up  to  adjudications  in  cases  of  bank- 
nytey.  InstMd  of  there  being  fourteen 
oottits,  with  five  judges  in  eiK^,  there 
should  he  live  courts  with  one  judge  in 
eneh.  The  banhrupt  causes  should  be 
bitNight  under  his  notice  individually; 
and,  so  well  were  the  princij^  on  wh^ 
those  cases  were  d^emined  understood  by 
oamBsereid  assn,  that  he  would  venture  to 
afinn,  that  Uiere  would  very  rarely  be  any 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  that  individual 
judge.  In  cases  of  appeal,  however,  he 
should  suggest  that  the  appeal,  instead  of 
being  made  to  the  lord  CnaneeUor,  should 
be  BMde  to  three  out  of  the  five  eommis- 
shiiera(  and  then,  if  the  pairties  were 
<ai  tHmmiifiiil^  rfiouMbe  from  the  three 


commissioners  to  the  lord  Channrller. 
Under  such  reguhitions  he  would  ventnm 
to  predict,  that  there  would  not  be  ten  ap* 
peals  in  the  year.  Whikt  he  was  upon 
this  subject,  he  was  very  desirous  to  eK» 

Elain  to  the  House  a  statpraent  which  he 
ad  made  upon  a  former  occasion*  He 
had  then  moved  for  the  produetion  of  aa^ 
veral  docuaients  which  were  calculated  to 
iUastnde  the  amount  of  the  foes  raeeived 
in  the  last  year  by  the  lord  Chaned* 
for.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentlenmn  who 
now  sat  bebw  him  (sir  C.  Wethereli)  had 
extended  his  motion  fom  one  year  to  the 
last  fourteen  years,  on  the  ground  that  the 
last  year  was  a  year  of  great  pecuniary 
distiem,  and  was  therefore  not  a  fit  eii« 
terion  to  judge  by.  Those  docomenta 
were  now  upon  the  taMe,  and  ho 
called  upon  the  House  to  consider  what 
they  contained.  He  had  focautiy  as* 
tounded  the  House,  by  stating,  that  the 
fees  arising  from  the  sub-division  of  the 
practice  in  bankruptcy  during  the  last  year 
aaiounted  to  3^,0161.  U. ;  and  it  now  ap- 
peared, by  the  documents  for  which  he 
had  called,  that  they  amounted  to  92fll1U. 
Us,  2d.  He  alluded  to  this  drcumstanoe 
now,  because  it  had  been  insinuated,  that 
he  had  dedared  that  all  those  foes  found 
their  way  into  the  lord  Chancellor's 
pocket.  He  knew  very  well  at  that  time, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  them  did  not  go 
to  the  lord  Chancellor ;  but  he  oertainiy 
thouglit  Q  much  larger  portion  of  them 
found  their  way  to  his  lordship  than  he 
HOW  found  did :  for  who  couM  have  anti- 
cipated, that  16,812/.  would  have  been  re* 
ceived  by  a  penon  who  obtained  his  ap** 
pointment  when  an  infant,  and  had 'been 
m  the  receipt  of  them  ever  since?  He 
recollected  the  remark  which  was  then 
made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Callington ; 
and  it  was  so  deserving  the  attention  of 
the  House,  that  he  would  venture  to  re- 
peat it.  ''  It  was  indiflerent,^  said  the 
hon.  gentleman,  **  by  whom  such  a  sum 
was  received,  but  it  was  monetrous  thet  the 
law  could  not  be  administered,  without 
incurnng  an  expense  of  more  than 
30,000/.  in  one  small  branch  of  k."  it 
would  appear,  from  what  had  fallen  fVom 
his  majesty's  Attorney-general,  that,  in 
dm  ensuing  recess,  the  noble  lord  who  was 
now  at  the  head  of  the  court  of  Chancery 
was  to  concoct  a  small,  neat  system  of 
banktupt  laws,  which  was  to  put  an  end 
to  the  ruinous  expense  complained  of; 
sBsd  wee  to  devise  sease  imleUigible  code  of 
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official  arrangement,  by  which  all  the  cla- 
moan  of  the  country  were  to  be  stilled. 
The  judge  was  to  be  changed,  but  the 
practice  of  his  court  was  to  remain  almost 
unaltered ;  and  all  the  splendid  denun- 
ciations which  had  thrilled  through  every 
bosom  in  that  House  and  m  the  country, 
were  only  to  be  considered  as  party  tac- 
tics, and  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  result 
of  disappointed  ambition.  Now  that  the 
object  of  professional  advancement  was 
obtained,  those  who  had  been  most  loud 
in  their  attacks  had  become  the  eulogists 
of  the  late  lord  Chancellor's  merits.  And 
the  House  was  now  told,  that  if,  in  the 
vehemence  of  debate,  any  thing  had  been 
said  which  was  calculated  to  injure  his 
character,  it  amounted  to  nothing,  and 
was  only  to  be  considered  as  the  accidental 
efinsion  of  party  spirit.  Suitors  were  now 
to  be  satisfied  that  the  court  would,  in  fu- 
ture, move  on  with  the  utmost  celerity  and 
harmony ;  that  they  would  no  longer  have 
their  hopes  withered,  their  prospects  blasted, 
and  their  comforts  destroyed  by  the  de- 
lays and  expenses;  that  they  would  no 
longer  be  consigned  to  a  premature  grave, 
or  entombed  aliviB  in  madness  in  Newgate. 
If  such  were  the  case,  it  would  be  well  to 
place  a  couple  of  learned  gentlemen  at 
each  end  of  Chancery-lane,  to  point  out 
to  every  passenger  the  road  to  the  court  of 
Chancery,  and  to  proclaim  in  the  streets, 
that  ^*  ail  its  ways  were  ways  of  pleasant- 
ness, and  all  its  paths  were  paths  of 
peace.*'  A  greater  insult  than  such  a  de- 
claration could  not  easily  be  imagined. 
Jh&  abuses  of  the  court  of  Chancery  still 
reigned  in  all  their  pristine  deformity.  It 
was  a  mockery  to  tne  House,  and  to  the 
country,  and  to  the  commissioners  who 
had  presented  the  Report,  to  say  that  this 
branch  of  the  law  was  as  it  ought  to  be, 
and  that  a  few  petty  regulations  were  all  that 
was  wanted  to  make  causes  be  despatched 
with  promptitude  and  justice.  The  coun- 
try was  inclined  to  place  confidence  in  the 
new  government;  and  the  new  govern- 
ment ought  therefore  to  recollect,  that 
much  was  expected  by  the  people  from  it. 
Every  body  was  now  asking,  what  benefit 
the  country  was  to  derive  from  the  success 
of  the  new  administration?  When  they 
looked  for  a  reform  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery, were  they  to  be  told,  that  all  the  de- 
nunciations which  had  been  uttered  against 
it  were  mere  party  tactics,  and  were  uttered 
with  no  other  view  than  to  answer  party 

pviliQm?    If  the  adnioUtr^tion  thought 
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that  the  country  was  to  be  so  dehtded, 
they  were  deluding  themselves,  and  woald 
discover  their  error  when,  periiaps,  it  was 
too  late.  Though  there  were  some  questions 
which  might  be  deferred  without  bjury 
to  the  public  interests,  the  present  question 
was  not  one.     It  was  his  opinion,  that^  if 
the    new  administration   had   not   been 
formed,  the  bill  which   the  present  lord 
Chancellor  has  introduced  into  that  Hoose^ 
for  the  improvement  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery, would  have  been  carried  by  accla- 
mation.   But  now  that  it  was  formed,  par- 
liament was  told,   that  it  was  a  useless 
measure ;  that  scarcely  one  of  its  provi- 
sions was   advantageous;   that  the  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  propositions  of 
the  Report,   which  hsA  a  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  eulogists,  were  to  be  aban- 
doned ;  and  that  all  that  was  necessary  to 
simplify  the  court  of  Chancery  was  for  the 
lord  Chancellor  to  make  certain  regula- 
tions, under  which  all  expenses  and  delays 
were  to  cease.    If  any  man  had  a  judg- 
ment so  weak  as  to  place  confidence  in 
such  a  statement,  bethought  that  he  ought 
to  be   placed   forthwith    under    anodier 
branch  of  the  lord  Chancellor's  jurisdic- 
tion— he  meant  the  jurisdiction  in  lunacy. 
The  system,  he  repeated,  must  be  reformed. 
It  was  full  of  abuses ;  and  those  who  now 
undertook  to  defend  them  had,  not  many 
months  ago,  poured  forth  against  them 
torrents  of  fiery  indignation.    He  could 
not  subscribe  to  the  eulogies  which  had 
that  night  been  passed  upon  the  dbinter- 
ested  feelings  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar ; 
but,  as  he  should  have  another  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  opinions  upon  that  sub- 
ject, he  would  not  enter  into  it  further  at 
present.    He  held  in  his  hand  a  document, 
which  justified  the  House  in  proceeding 
warily  with  professional  reforms  proposed 
by  professional  men*     It  was  a  tabular 
view  of  the  offices  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery ;  from  which  it  appeared  that,  out  of 
three  hundred   and  ninety-eight   officeis 
belonging  to  that  court,   all  but  twelve 
were    in  the  appoii^tment   of  the   loid 
Chancellor.    When  such  was  the  case,  he 
thought  it  was  evident  that  gentlemen  who 
were  still  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of 
the  profession  were  not  likely  to  be  the 
most  active  and  impartial   corrector  of 
abuses.     A  commission  of  inquiry,  lo  be 
thoroughly  useful,  should  consist  of  coun- 
sel and  solicitors  who  had  retired  from  bu- 
siness, and  who,  by  their  experience  and 
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the  bearing  of  the  different  grievances  and 
remedies  which  might  be  brought  under 
their  consideration.  Such  a  commission 
would  have  full  employment  in  this  coun- 
try for  some  time ;  for,  sorry  was  he  to  say 
it,  abuse  and  law  were  in  England  synony- 
mous terms.  The  country,  he  repeated, 
was  law-ridden  [a  laugh].  He  used  the 
expression  advisedly;  for  what  else  could 
be  said  of  a  country  which  had  six  thou- 
sand certificated  attomies,  each  of  whom, 
upon  an  aven^,  received  1 ,000/.  a  year  ? 
llie  House  would  see  from  that  statement, 
that  6,000,000/.  of  money  were  annually 
expended  in  law.  If  die  hon.  and  learned 
gentlemen  had  not  changed  their  princi- 
ples with  their  seats,  they  would  see  that 
something  more  than  a  mere  change  of 
men  was  expected  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery. A  change  of  system  was  also  requisite ; 
and,  unless  it  was  effected,  before  long  they 
would  have  nothing  to  congratulate  either 
themselves  or  the  country  upon  in  the  en- 
suing session  of  parliament.  The  hon. 
member  concluded  by  supporting  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  Attorney-General  said,  he  could 
not  have  supposed  that  there  was  any 
man  whose  mind  was  so  weak,  and  whose 
judgment  was  so  slender,  as  to  believe 
that  he  could  have  said  that  a  change  of 
men,  and  not  of  measures,  was  all  that 
was  required  to  sweep  away  the  abuses  of 
liie  present  system  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery. He  had  not  said  that  a  few  regula- 
tions would  sweep  awa^  those  abuses ;  nor 
had  he  said,  that  the  aid  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  not  be  asked  to  effect 
that  desirable  consummation.  He  had 
never  thoueht  of  entering  that  night  into 
the  general  question  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
«cery.  He  had  confined  himself  simply  to 
the  question  before  the  House,  and  that 
was— ought  the  business  in  bankruptcy 
to  be  severed  or  not  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  great  seal  ? 

Mr.  O,  Bankes  denied  that  the  com- 
missioners of  bankrupt  were  young  men 
without  experience,  or  old  men  without 
practice,  or  that  they  were  appointed  either 
mm  parliamentary  mfluence,  or  from  mo- 
tives of  charity.  In  the  list  to  which  he 
belonged,  there  had  been  three  vacancies 
within  the  last  year,  and  they  had  all  been 
filled  up  by  individuals,  against  whom  it 
was  impossible  to  make  any  exception. 
He  was  sorry  to  say,  that,  in  Uie  warmth  of 
his  eloquence,  the  hon.  member  for  Col- 
chester was  accM9tomed  to  go  a  little  for- 
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ther  than  facts  warranted  him.  He  had 
himself  admitted  it  in  his  speech  of  that 
evening,  when  he  stated,  that  he  had  esti- 
mated at  loo  high  a  value  the  fees  received 
by  the  lord  Chancellor  in  bankruptcy.  He 
trusted  that  the  House,  when  it  reflected 
upon  what  had  been  said  upon  former  oc- 
casions, and  what  had  transpired  that 
night,  would  acquit  lord  Eldon  of  having 
been  swayed  by  any  thing  like  a  sordid 
love  of  money.  If  he  opposed  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  meinber  for  Durham,  it  was 
solely  in  reference  to  the  time  at  which 
it  was  brought  forward,  and  to  the  decla- 
ration of  lord  Lyndhurst,  that  he  had  in 
bis  breast  several  propositions  for  the  re- 
medy of  the  grievances  now  existing  in 
the  court  of  Chancery.  He  wished  that 
he  could  force  an  inquiry  into  the  charges 
which  had  been  brought,  not  only  against 
the  form  of  the  tribunals  in  bankruptcy, 
but  also  into  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  conducted.  •  ' 

Dr.  Lushington  rose  to  express  briefly 
his  sentiments  on  this  question,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  allow  him  to 
trespass  a  little  on  its  time,  as  he  could 
not  well  avoid  taking  a  part  in  the  debate, 
considering  that  he  had  been  a  member  of 
that  conunission  which  had  been  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  member  for  Durham,  not  in 
the  most  respectable  terms.  He  would 
state  at  once,  that  he  rose  to  give  his 
most  decided  negative  to  the  present 
motion.  He  was  convinced  that  it  would 
not  be  advantageous  to  the  administration 
of  the  bankrupt  law,  nor  beneficial  to  the 
interest  of  the  suitor ;  he  was  convinced 
that  it  would  not  diminish  the  expense  of 
clearing  away  the  various  difiicuities  by 
which  this  subject  was  surrounded,  if 
the  House  were  to  take  from  the  lord 
Chancellor  his  jurisdiction,  in  the  last 
resort,  on  this  important  question,  and 
were  to  create  another  tribunal  independent 
of  him,  and  without  appeal :  for  the  same 
cases  might  come  before  the  commissioners 
of  bankrupt  and  the  lord  Chancellor,  and 
thus  they  might  have  decisions  in  the  law 
which  were  utterly  irreconcileable.  For 
these  reasons,  he  could  not  agree  to  any 
plan  which  had  a  tendency  to  destroy 
what  he  conceived  of  infinite  importance 
— an  uniformity  of  decision,  on  ail  points 
relating  to  the  property  of  the  subject. 
That  was  his  chief  reason  for  dissenting 
from  the  hon.  member  for  Durham,  who 
wished  to  dissever  questions  in  bankruptcy 
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6ut|  though  he  entirely  differed  from  h\^ 
boo.  and    learned   friend,    he    perfectly 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  the  <|ues- 
tion  ought  to  undergo  complete  revision — 
who  thought  that  the  property  of  the 
subject  was  wasted  by  the  expensive  nature 
of  tne  processes  of  the  court — who  thought 
the  delays  of  the  court  of  Chancery  equally 
unnecessary  and  indefensible — who  thought 
that  the  mechanism  of  seventy-two  commis- 
sioners was  one  of  the  ixiost  absurd  schemes 
that  had  ever  entered  into  the  braip  of 
man.    He  knew  that  the  existing  system 
of  bankrupt  Uws  had  produced  evils  m  the 
metropolis,  to  an  extent  which  it  was  de- 
plorable to  describe.     He  knew  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Colchester  bad  not  ex- 
aggerated the  fact,  that  not  merely  hun- 
dreds but  thousands  of  individuals  had 
been  veduced  to  ruin,  not  because  there 
had  not  been  property  to  divide  among 
them,  but  because  it  had  been  wasted  by 
the  maladministration  of  the  law,  which 
had  been  prostituted  to    the    basest  of 
purposes.    He  would  never  give  up  the 
opinion  which  he  had  formed  upon  this 
question.     He  acceded  to  every  thing  thaj 
had  been  said  by  the  learned  member  for 
Peterborough ;  but  he  could  not  accede  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester,  who  had  •  said  that  the  com- 
missionersprptracted  business  at  their  differ- 
ent meetings,  in  order  to  put  money  into 
their  pockets.    Such  was  the  evil,  and 
such  the  iniquity  of  the  present  system, 
that  he  defied  the  commissioners  to  do 
justice  by  all  their  exertions.     It  was  true, 
that  no  individual  could  hold  a  commission 
of  bankrupt  who  was  in  great  ousine^s. 
As  soon  as  he  got  into  that  commission, 
he  must  either  neglect  his  own  business, 
or  that  of  the  commission  on  which  he 
was  placed.  What  could  be  so  destructive 
o^   business  as  meeting    for    one    hour, 
merely,  on  affairs  of  an  intricate  and  com- 
plicated nature.     He  knew  that  another 
hour  was  sometimes  given  to  them';  but 
then,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  second  hour, 
they  must  separate  on  account  of  their 
different  private  avocations.     He  was  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  could   give  to  the 
merchants  of  the  country  proper  security, 
except  an  entire  revision  of  the  subject, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  existing  list  of 
commissioners.     The    hon.  member  for 
Colchester  had  suggested  the  erection  of  a 
Board    of  five   Judges  in    their  stead. 
Now;    the   hon.    member  must  not  be 
»llo\f$d  to  tal^e  the  credit  pf  th^t  frxgff^- 
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tion  to  himself.    It  bad  bt^i^  d|spu^^  by 
the  Chancery  comn^issioneis :  a]l  tlip  diQ- 
culties  which  had  occurred  to  ^be  com- 
missioners ha4  been  put  in  the  shape  of 
questions   to  the   witnesses  whom   they 
examined,  in  order  to  se^  whether  they 
could  or  could  not  be  obviated ;  ^d  (he 
reason  why  the  coinmissipners  bs^}  x^t 
fnade  a  report  on  that  subject  was,  because 
they  were  of  opinion — erroneously  as  h^ 
thought  —  that  bankruptcy  was  not  one 
of  the  questions  iqcluae4  in  their  cop- 
ipission.    It  was  also  thpught,  that  the 
commissioners  ought  to  e^amin^  how  the 
time  of  the  Chancellor  could  be  saved. 
He  thought  that  such  a  scheme  y^ould  be 
abortive ;  and  he  had  nobody  Qn  his  siije 
but  sir  Anthony  Har(.  With  regard  to  the 
administration  of  the  bankrupt  laws,  he 
knew  that  it  was  a  pressing  evil.    He  felt 
severely  th.e  obloquy  to  which  \iQ  should 
be  exposed,  in  case  the  report  came  forth 
without  ^ny  proposition  for  its  redres^.   If 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  piember 
for  Durban),  would  propose  any  specific 
measure  to  reform  the  administration  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  he  would  willingly  sup- 
port it ;  but  to  go  into  a  committee  of  ibe 
whole  House,  to  read  the  statpte  of  qi^^en 
Elizabetli,  which  not  more  than  sevef^  indi- 
viduals would  understand  when  read,  and 
to  read  subsequently  the  other  statutes  in 
bankruptcy  down   to  the    present    day, 
appeared  to  hiip  to  be  s^  practice  as  use- 
less as  any  the  imagination  of  man  could 
devise.    What  did  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  wish  to  have  done  ?  What  pr^tical 
good  cQuld  he  effect  by  his  motion  ?  H^A 
he  considered  the  period  of  the  session  to 
which  they  had  arrived  ?  Coulc)  any  scheme 
that  he  might  propose  noiy  meet  with  due 
consideratbn  I    O^  tlie  other  band,  was 
the  House  to  wait  thrgugbQut  tlic  session 
without  claiming  of  the  government  soine 
specific   promise   of  reformation?      He 
thought  It  was  proper  that  the  country 
should  have  some  statement,  m  order  that 
ij:  might  undergo  discussion  at  present* 
and  be  submitted  to  the  House  in  tne  next 
session  of  parliament.    He  was  convinced 
that  nothing  but  legal  enactments  could 
remedy  the  evil.    It  was  therefore  absurd 
to  eqcpect    that    lo]r|l    Lyndhurst  would 
devise  a  remedy  for  that  which  nothing 
but  an  act  of  parliament  could  reonedy. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  banlpruptcy,  in  tM 
last  resort,  ought  not  to  be  talu^  irom  the 
lord  Chancellor-    The   bill  which   waa 
b|i9MSb^  in  by  loi^  J^yn^W^t  i^d  Vwft 
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9IW9  ^bft^dflpied ;  and  ^  h^if  bee^  told 
to  if9Jt  upul  tl^y  could  tfp  ivf^at  his  lord- 
ship ^d  hit  twp  coadjutprs  could  4p  by 
the  force  of  their  pwQ  regiilatlons-  He 
yras  ready  f:p  give  lor4  Lyndhurst  every 
cou6depce;  \x^i  h^  miust  dou^t  whe^er 
fDy  f^^tions  vnicl^  the  noble  lQr4  might 
majce,  notifithstanding  his  advantaees  pf 
beij^^  ear)ier  in  life,  and  more  boid  i^id 
fearless  in  disppsitioq  than  hjs  predecessor, 
C0UI4  ev^r  jreduce  the  business  of  the  court 
of  Chancery  within  thos^  limits  qf  de^p^tch 
and  accuracy  ^hich  were  requisite  to  do 
justice  between  all  parties.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  much  more  must  be  done 
than  hi^  )ion.  and  learned  friend,  the 
Attorney-general,  8^m^d  to  anticipate. 
I|e  was  re^dy  to  wait  until  the  next  ses- 
sion of  parliament ;  but,  when  it  came,  it 
would  bjp  necessary  to  I^y  on  the  table  of 
the  House  forthwith,  plans  to  alter  the  law 
of  the  pourt  of  Equity,  apd  also  that  of  real 
proj^ity ;  and,  when  those  objects  were 
attamedby  )e|^I  enactments,  heentertained 
h^peSj  4iOU|;n  l^e  had  (^  doubts,  that  the 
three  jud^3  wquld  deM)atch  their  bHsines^ 
with  ail  requisite  celerity.  Qne  thing 
above  ^  others  be  4epreq^t^.  l^e  depre- 
cated any  ^ttcmpt  to  diminish,  with  unaq^ 
celerity,  the  present  number  of  ^rpf^rs.  |Ie 
^4  pot  ^y  that  jiord  Lyndhurst  wpuld 

Eursue  that  coprse  pf  proceeding ;  but  he 
oped  that  qothing  would  be  said  in  that 
Houae  which  would  lead  to  an  expectation 
that  nis  lordship  would  do  more  than  any 
man  could  do ;  tor,  if  any  such  expectations 
w^re  raised,  it  would  be  equally  inconve- 
nient to  the  public  and  to  Uie  noble  lord. 
Let  the  nobl^  lord  proceed  steadily  in  his 
course;  and,  if  he  should  happen  to  find 
that  the  \t\^  of  arrears  was  top  great  for 
him  to  put  dowp,  let  him  not  be  ashamed 
to  contess  it.  He  ^ould  conclude  by 
stating,  that  he  should  always  support  any 
me^ure  that  tended  to  reform  our  juris- 
prudence, and  that  he  conceived  to  be 
productive  of  public  advantage.  He  was 
convinced  that  every  branch  of  our  law 
required  to  be  investigated,  and  that 
alterations  might  be  made  in  most  of  them, 
which  would  tend  greatly  to  the  public 
benefit. 

Mr.  AroMoAom  requested  that  the  original 
motion  might  be  read  trom  the  chair,  fbe 
motion  was  read  accordingly.  He  said,  h^ 
thought  that  such  was  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  for  Qurham^ 
and  bp  w^  jpprsnaded,  by  the  al^e  avd 
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£ce4  it>  that  his  pm^t  was  to  moot^  apiii 
I  present  occasion,  a  question  which  he 
had  oilen  previously  bsoughW  forward; 
namely,  the  propriety  and  laxpediency  oif 
severing  ban^ruptpy  from  the  great  seal. 
Tlxe  terpis  of  his  bon,  and  leaimed  friend's 
motion  embraced  no  larger  scope.  The 
argument  on  which  he  went,  entered  into 
no  wider  field ;  and  )ie  was  not,  therefore^ 
surprised  that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
the  At(omey-general,  confining  himaelF 
strictly  to  the  subject  matter  in  debate, 
had  only  applied  nims^f  to  ^answer  the 
arguments  or  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Durham.  He  was,  bowever,  surprised 
to  observe,  that  as  soon  as  his  majesty's 
Attorney-general  b^  s^t  down,  the  hon, 
menftber  for  Colchester  havjnflf  acceded  to 
the  debate,  went  into  a  wioer  field — he 
would  not  say  a  less  important  one — 
which,  whatever  might  be  its  merits,  waa 
not  then  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  That  the  matter  of  the  bankrupt 
laws  was  one  of  paramount  importance — 
that  they  might  be  freed  from  all  tha 
intricacy  and  complexity  which  was  pre- 
dicated of  them« — that  they  might  require 
great  revision,  not  only  as  to  their  pnnci- 
ples,  ^ut  also  as  to  their  mode  of  adminis- 
tration,— that  the  mecbanism  of  seventy- 
two  commissioi^ers,  which  bad  been  so 
ipuch  attacked,  might  be  injurious,  cumber- 
ous,  ill-contrived,  and  little  calculated  ta 
produce  the  effects  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended,— that  many  great  reforms,  and 
each  of  them  important,  might  be  intro- 
duced into  the  bankrupt  laws,  as  regarded 
their  administration,  was  a  propositiofi 
which  might  be  well  founded,  but  if  as  not 
the  proposition  ^hich  was  then  befora  the 
House.  That  proposition  was  exclusively 
this — ^and  it  wa^  ths^t  to  which  his  m^esty 'a 
Attorney-general,  and  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  the  member  for  Di^rham,  had 
particularly  addressed  themselves,  and  on 
which  alone  he  felt  himself  entitled  to  vote 
and  speak — shall  bankruptcy  be  severed 
from  the  great  seal  ?  Shall  the  (louse* 
with  a  view  of  considering  that  question* 
resojve  itself  into,  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  acts,  giving  the  court  of 
Chancery  that  jurisdiction?  That  we« 
not  an  unimportant  limit  of  the  debate : 
for  though  be  did  not,  whilst  he  was  in 
the  House,  hear  anj  observations  tinged 
with  asp^ity  afiecti^  either  of  bis  two 
^asr^  friends  who  n^d  spoken  on  Ibia 
Question,   yeti   on   hie  reUirn  from   % 
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which  could  only,  by  possibility,  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  condact  of  his  majesty's 
Attomey-^neral,  by  totally  confounding 
the  matter  to  which  he  had  opposed  him- 
self, and  by  mixing  it  np  with  that  wider 
inquiry  which,  on  a  former  occasion,  had 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  House.  He 
asked,  what  inconsistency  there  was  to 
vote  against  severing  bankruptcy  from  the 
great  seal,  which  was  all  his  learned  friend 
did  that  night ;  even  supposing  that  his 
learned  friend  had  formerly  voted  for  the 
adoption  of  changes  in  the  court  of 
Chancery?  But  he  would  ask,  did  his 
learned  friend  ever  vote  against  the  pro- 

S»ition  which  had  been  made  that  night  ? 
id  he  ever  say,  that  bankruptcy  should 
be  severed  from  the  great'  seal  ?  Why, 
the  question  was  never  mooted  in  parlia- 
ment before  that  night.  His  learned  friends 
had  said,  that  the  court  of  Chancery 
required  investigation.  Did  they  object 
to  it  now  ?  They  said,  that  they  saw  at 
the  present  moment  reasons  for  not  effect- 
ing the  separation  which  the  hon.  member 
for  Durham  proposed.  Was  that  a  dere- 
liction of  their  former  principles  ?  He  had 
been  told  that  ni|;ht,  that  a  wondrous 
change  was  now  visible  in  various  members 
of  parliament — that  they  were  all  opposed 
to  the  changes  in  the  court  of  Chancery, 
.which  they  had  formerly  advocated  most 
strenuously — that  they  had  no  objection 
to  all  the  arrangements  of  the  court,  Uiough 
they  had  formerly  poured  forth  against 
them  torrents  of  fiery  indignation.  Let 
the  House  mark  the  fairness  of  this  attack. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  Attorney- 
general,  had  said  only  one  word  upon  this 
question.  What  torrents  of  fiery  indigna- 
tion came  from  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
either  against  the  lord  Chancellor  or  the 
delays  of  his  court,  or  the  system  of  his 
court, '  or  the  arrears  of  business,  or  the 
inveterate  abuses  which  prevail  in  it,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  divine.  His  recollection 
served  him  not  on  the  point.  He  did  not 
remember  his  learned  friend  bearing  any 
permanent  part  in  those  debates ;  but  he 
did  know  who  bore  a  part  in  them — ^he 
himself  borea  prominent,  though  an  inade- 
quate part.  It  had  been  assumed,  for  the 
purpose  of  attack, — not  indeed  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester,  but  by  those  who 
cheered  him, — that  he  (Mr.  Brougham) 
had  changed  his  opinions  on  that  subject. 
How  did  they  ascertain  that  his  opinions 
^''ere  changed  either  on  that  or  on  any 
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member  for  Colchester  to  say  on  what 
measure  of  government— on  what  chapter 
of  policy — on  what  affair  of  state — on 
what  part  of  the  jurisprudenceof  the  land — 
had  his  conduct,  opinions,  and  principles 
changed.  He  demanded  to  know  who  Uiey 
were  that  accused  him  of  a  change  of 
principles.     Let  him  and  the  House  have 
charges.  Let  them  have  no  more  insinuations 
[great  cheering].     For  if  there  was  a  vile, 
mean,  dirty,  contemptible,  mode  in  which 
slander  could  be  lavished,  it  was  that  form 
of  paltry  insinuation,  which  skulked  from 
the  day,  and  defied  investigation.     As  to 
the  charge  of  changing  sides  in  this  House, 
some  of  those  who  had  changed  from  his 
(the  ministerial)  to    the  other  side   had 
changed  on  no  defined  principles,  if  on 
any  principles  at  all.    But  he  would  ask, 
whether  those  who  had  changed  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  this — a  move- 
ment which  he  knew  would  never  be  for- 
given,— whether  they  had  ever  been  called 
upon  to  alter  an  opinion,  or  to  cancel  a 
vote?     On  the  question  of  severing  the 
bankruptcy  from  the  great  seal,  agitated 
upon  a  former  occasion,  he  had  conciirred 
with  his  right  hon.  friend  both  in  the  House 
and  out  of  the  House;  and  his  opinioa 
stood  recorded  upon  the  proceeding^  of 
the  committee  on  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
1811.    That  opinion  was,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor could  undertake  bankruptcy  and 
the  ordinary  jurisdiction   of  Chancery ; 
and  now  he  was  to  be  charged  with  acting 
contrary  to  the  declarations  he  had  uttered, 
and  flying  in  the  face  of  all  th^  opinions 
he .  had  ever  given  on  the  subject,  if  he 
opposed  the  motion  of  his  hon.  frieiid  ! 
What  was  his  argument  on  the  constitution 
of  the  court  of  Chancery?  Ithadbeensaid, 
by  those  who  contended  that  lord  Bldon 
was  not  to  blame  for  the  arrears  in  the 
court,  that  no  man  could  get  through  the 
mass  of  business  which  had  accumulated 
there.    Why  had  it  accumulated?    Be- 
cause, it  was  said,  the  business  of  the 
court  had  increased  since  the  time  of  lord 
Thurlow    and    lord  Loughborough.    He 
(Mr.  Brougham)  replied,  if  the  business 
had  increased,  the  means  of  disposing  of 
it  had  increased  too,  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Vice-chancellor's  court.  He  begged 
to  remind  the  House  (for  he  was  on  his 
defence,  and  called  on  to  prove  the  con« 
sistency  of  his  opinions)  that  the  Vice- 
chancellor's  court  had  not  had  fair  play. 
Instead  of  having  an  efficient  Chancellori 
Viee*ch«uiceUori  and  Master  of  the  RoBsi 
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there  had  always  heen  either  an  unfit 
Vice-chancellor  or  an  unfit  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  which  left  the  court  in  the  same 
situation  as  before  the  Vice-chancellor's 
hill  passed.  There  was  first,  sir  Thomas 
Plumer,  Vice-chancellor,  and  sir  William 
Granty  Master  of  the  Rolls.  He  would 
speak  of  sir  Thomas  Plumer  now,  as  he 
spoke  of  him  before,  with  all  possible 
tenderness  and  respect ;  but  he  must  say 
of  him  now,  as  he  said  then,  that  if  he 
asserted  that  sir  Thomas  Plumer  was  a 
man  who  could  get  through  business,  he 
should  state  what  was  contrary  to  the  fact, 
and  what  every  person  who  heard  him 
^oald  contradict.  A  most  able  and  efficient 
judge  succeeded  sir  Thomas  Plumer  as 
Vice-chancellor,  a  judge  who  possessed 
great  talents ;  though  he  would  not  attempt 
a  picture  after  others  had  bedaubed  the 
canvass.  Yet,  at  this  time,  an  inefficient 
judge  had  been  transported  to  the  Rolls 
court,  whilst  there  was  an  efficient  Chan- 
cellor, and  an  efficient  Vice-chancellor : 
thus,  instead  of  three  equity  judges,  there 
were  but  two.  He  had  objected,  in  the 
life-time  of  the  judge  to  whom  he  alluded 
in  the'  Rolls  court,  who  possessed  many 
amiable  qualities  in  private  life  and  con- 
siderable legal  talents,  that  he  was  trans- 
planted, at  the  age  of  forty  from  a  sphere 
m  which  his  talents  would  have  contmued 
to  adorn  himself  and  his  profession,  to  a 
situation  for  which  he  was  not  adapted. 
At  that  period  of  life,  and  coming  from 
common-law  courts,  he  was  not  likely  to 
show  many  talents  as  an  equity  judge.  His 
(Mr.  Brougham's)  argument  was  this — 
**  Do  not  tell  me  the  system  is  in  fault, 
when  the  men  are  in  fault ;  give  the  bill 
fair  play,  and  then  consider  of  further 
alterations.*'  Mr.  ShadweU,  when  he  was 
asked  if  three  men  could  get  through  the 
business  of  the  court  of  Ch^cery,  had 
said,  "  No ;  nor  three  angels."  Did  he 
(Mr.  Brougham)  agree  in  this,  as  they 
must  say  who  asserted,  that  he  and  his 
friends  had  changed  their  opinions  ?  No ; 
he  said  that  angels,  as  well  as  gods, 
should  not  be  called  in,  except  to  untie  a 
knot  worthy  of  an  angel.  He  said,  *'  Give 
us  three  human  sublunary  judges,  able  and 
willing  to  get  through  business ;  and,  if 
they  cannot  get  through  the  business  of 
the  court  of  Chancery,  then  it  would  be 
time  to  say  the  system  was  bad,  and  give 
itkote  judges,  and  create  more  expense." 
He  appealed  confidently  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber  for   Durham,    and    to  the  learned 


member  for  Tregony,  whether  he  had  not 
urged  this  ?  He  had  thus  stated  what  hit 
argument  was.  He  said,  on  the  present 
question,  we  had,  in  the  first  place,  one  of 
the  most  efficient  equity  judges  who  had 
ever  sat  in  court, — the'  present  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  Of  this  inaividual  he  would 
only  say,  that  what  had  been  said  that 
night,  and  upon  previous  occasions,  in 
his  praise,  was  quite  inadequate  to  do 
justice  to  his  talents.  There  was  no  man 
who  had  witnessed  his  conduct  in  his 
arduous  and  difficult,  in  some  respects  un- 
pleasant, situation,  who  was  not  satisfied 
— who  was  not  impressed  *with  wonder, 
and  in  some  cases  with  unbelief — ^when 
it  was  known  what  struggles  he  was 
making  with  a  severe  a^  distressing 
complaint.  That  conduct  had  excited  the 
highest  respect.  Here,  then,  was  aa 
efficient  and  as  proper  a  Master  of 
the  Rolb  as  could  be  required.  Of  sir 
Anthony  Hart — and  he  spoke  in  the  hear- 
ing of  his  friends — ^he  would  say,  Uiat  he 
had  been  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  expe- 
rienced practitioners  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery. To  the  extent  of  his  professional 
knowledge,  he  could  not  speak ;  but  he  was 
admirably  calculated  to  get  throueh  busi- 
ness, which  would  compensate  for  other  qua- 
lities in  which  he  might  be  deficient.  Here, 
then,  was  another  g(>od  equity  judge.  Did 
any  one  doubt  that  the  present  lo^  Chan- 
cellor, though  not  educated  in  the  Equity 
courts,  was  a  man  of  great  legal  talents, 
and  of  a  strong,  manly,  and  independent 
mind  ?  He  possessed  a  remarkable  power 
of  simplifying  and  dealing  with  the  most 
complicated  questions.  It  was  the  remark 
of  those  who  had  the  greatest  experience 
in  Westminster-hall,  that  no  man  knew  so 
well  how  to  split  the  nut,  throw  away  the 
husk,  and  get  at  the  kernel.  Speaking  as 
a  man  of  plain  common  sense,  and  with- 
out offering  to  defend  his  profession, 
which  had  been  alluded  to  that  night  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Colchester  only  for 
the  purpose  of  its  being  described  as  tar- 
nished in  its  honour,  void  of  principle,  and 
full  of  treachery  and  tergiversation,  not- 
withstanding what  he  (Mr.  Brougham)  had 
seen  and  read,  daily  and  weekly,  printed 
and  exhibited,  he  should  say  little  with 
respect  to  himself,  except  that  he  txxk  a 
priae  in  avowing  himself  a  member  of  that 
profession.  Without  going  to  sentence- 
makers,  paragraph -mongers,  and  maga- 
zine-writers [a  laugh],  but  to  attornies,  so- 
I  licitors,  and  practitioners,  he  would  under* 
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official  arrangement,  by  which  all  the  cla- 
moors  of  the  country  were  to  be  stilled. 
The  judge  was  to  be  changed,  but  the 
practice  of  his  court  was  to  remain  almost 
unaltered;   and  all  the  splendid  denun- 
ciations which  had  thrilled  through  every 
bosom  in  that  House  and  in  the  country, 
were  only  to  be  considered  as  party  tac- 
tics, and  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  result 
of  disappointed  ambition.     Now  that  the 
object  of  professional  advancement  was 
obtained,  those  who  had  been'  most  loud 
in  their  attacks  had  become  the  eulogists 
of  the  late  lord  Chancellor's  merits.    And 
the  House  was  now  told,  that  if,  in  the 
vehemence  of  debate,  any  thing  had  been 
said  which  was  calculated  to  injure  his 
character,  it  amounted  to  nothing,  and 
was  only  to  be  considered  as  the  accidental 
effusion  of  party  spirit.    Suitors  were  now 
to  be  satisfied  that  the  court  would,  in  fu- 
ture, move  on  with  the  utmost  celerity  and 
harmony ;  that  they  would  no  longer  have 
their  ho(>es  withered,  their  prospects  blasted, 
and  their  comforts  destroyed  by  the  de- 
lays and  expenses ;  that  they  would  no 
longer  be  consigned  to  a  premature  grave, 
or  entombed  alivb  in  madtiess  in  Newgate. 
If  such  were  the  case,  it  would  be  well  to 
place  a  couple  of  learned  gentlemen  at 
each  end  of  Chancery-lane,  to  point  out 
to  every  passenger  the  road  to  the  court  of 
ChanceiY,  and  to  proclaim  in  the  streets, 
that  *'  au  its  ways  were  ways  of  pleasant- 
ness,  and  all  its   paths  were   paths   of 
peace/'    A  greater  insult  than  such  a  de- 
claration could  not  easily  be  imagined. 
The  abuses  of  the  court  of  Chancery  still 
reigned  in  all  their  pristine  deformity.     It 
was  a  mockery  to  tne  House,  and  to  the 
country,   and  to  the  commissioners  who 
had  presented  the  Report,  to  say  that  this 
branch  of  the  law  was  as  it  ought  to  be, 
and  that  a  few  petty  regulations  were  all  that 
was  wanted  to  make  causes  be  despatched 
with  promptitude  and  justice.    The  coun- 
try was  inclined  to  place  confidence  in  the 
new  government;    and  the  new  govern- 
ment ought  therefore  to  recollect,   that 
much  was  expected  by  the  people  from  it. 
Every  body  was  now  asking,  what  benefit 
the  country  was  to  derive  from  the  success 
of  the  new  administration?     When  they 
looked  for  a  reform  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery, were  they  to  be  told,  that  all  the  de- 
nunciations which  had  been  uttered  against 
it  were  mere  party  tactics,  and  were  uttered 
^"^  no  other  view  than  to  answer  party 

pvrpoKs  ?    If  the  adniaUtr^tion  thought 
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that  the  country  was  to  be  so  deluded, 
they  were  deluding  themselves,  and  would 
discover  their  enor  when,  perhaps,  it  was 
too  late.  Though  there  were  some  questions 
which  might  be  deferred  without  injury 
to  the  public  interests,  the  present  question 
was  not  one.     It  was  his  opinion,  that,  if 
the    new  administration   had   not   been 
formed,  the  bill  which   the  present  lord 
Chancellor  has  introduced  into  that  House, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  court  of  Chau'- 
eery,  would  have  been  carried  by  accla- 
mation.    But  now  that  it  was  formed,-  par- 
liament was  told,   that  it  was  a  useless 
measure ;  that  scarcely  one  of  its  provi- 
sions was   advantageous;   that  the  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  propositions  of 
the  Report,  whkh  had  a  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  eulogists,  were  to  be  aban- 
doned ;  and  that  all  that  was  neoesaary  to 
simplify  the  court  of  Chancery  was  for  the 
lord  Chancellor  to  make  certain  regula- 
tions, under  which  all  expenses  and  delays 
were  to  cease.    If  any  man  had  a  judg- 
ment so  weak  as  to  place  confidence  in 
such  a  statement,  he  thought  that  he  ought 
to  be   placed   forthwith    under   another 
branch  of  the  lord  Chancellor's  jurisdic- 
tion— he  meant  the  jurisdiction  in  lunacy. 
The  system,  he  repeated,  must  be  reformed. 
It  was  full  of  abuses ;  and  those  who  now 
undertook  to  defend  them  had,  not  many 
months  ago,  poured  forth  against  them 
torrents  cMf  fiery  indignation.    He  could 
not  subscribe  to  the  eulogies  which  had 
that  night  been  passed  upon  the  disinter- 
ested feeUngs  of  the  gentliemen  of  the  bar ; 
but,  as  he  should  have  another  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  opinions  upon  that  sub- 
ject, he  would  not  enter  into  it  fiirther  at 
present    He  held  in  his  hand  a  document, 
which  justified  the  House  in  proceeding 
warily  with  professional  reforms  proposed 
by  professional  men.     It  was  a  tabular 
view  of  the  offices  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery ;  from  which  it  appeared  that,  out  of 
three  hundred   and  ninety-eight   ofiioen 
belonging  to  that  court,   all  but  twelve 
were    in  the  appointment   of  the   loid 
Chancellor.    When  such  was  the  case,  he 
thought  it  was  evident  that  gentlemen  who 
were  still  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of 
the  profession  were  not  likely  to  be  the 
most  active  and  impartial   correctorB  of 
abuses.    A  commission  of  inquiry,  to  be 
thoroughly  useful,  should  consist  of  coun- 
sel and  solicitors  who  had  retired  from  bu- 
siness, and  who,  by  their  experience  and 
independeiicei  would  be  able  to  wndctciiand 
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the  bearing  of  the  different  grievances  and 
remedies  which  might  be  brought  under 
their  consideration.  Such  a  commission 
would  have  full  employment  in  this  coun- 
try for  some  time ;  for,  sorry  was  he  to  say 
ity  abuse  and  law  were  in  England  synony- 
mous terms.  The  country,  he  repeated, 
was  law-ridden  [a  laugh].  He  used  the 
expression  advisedly ;  for  what  else  could 
be  said  of  a  country  which  had  six  thou- 
sand certificated  attomies,  each  of  whom, 
upon  an  average,  received  1,000/.  a  year? 
llie  House  would  see  from  that  statement, 
that  6,000,000/.  of  money  were  annually 
expended  in  law.  If  die  hon.  and  learned 
gentlemen  had  not  changed  their  princi- 
ples with  their  seats,  they  would  see  that 
something  more  than  a  mere  change  of 
men  was  expected  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery. A  change  of  system  was  also  requisite ; 
ana,  unless  it  was  effected,  before  long  they 
would  have  nothing  to  congratulate  either 
themselves  or  the  country  upon  in  the  en- 
suing session  of  parliament.  The  hon. 
member  concluded  by  supporting  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  Attorney 'General  said,  he  could 
not  have  supposed  that  there  was  any 
man  whose  ramd  was  so  weak,  and  whose 
judgment  was  so  slender,  as  to  believe 
that  he  could  have  said  that  a  change  of 
men,  and  not  of  measures,  was  all  that 
was  required  to  sweep  away  the  abuses  of 
the  present  system  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery. He  had  not  said  that  a  few  regula- 
tions would  sweep  awav  those  abuses ;  nor 
had  he  said,  that  the  aid  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  not  be  asked  to  effect 
that  desirable  consummation.  He  had 
never  tboufi;ht  of  entering  that  night  into 
the  general  question  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
•cery.  He  had  confined  himself  simply  to 
the  question  before  the  House,  and  that 
was— ought  the  business  in  bankruptcy 
to  be  semed  or  not  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  great  seal  ? 

Mr.  O,  Banhes  denied  that  the  com- 
missionen  of  bankrupt  were  young  men 
without  experience,  or  old  men  without 
practice,  or  that  the^  were  appointed  either 
from  parliamentary  mfiuence,  or  from  mo- 
tives of  charity.  In  the  list. to  which  he 
belonged,  there  had  been  three  vacancies 
within  the  last  year,  and  ihsrj  had  all  been 
filled  up  by  individuals,  against  whom  it 
was  impossible  to  make  any  exception. 
He  was  sorry  to  say,  that,  in  the  warmth  of 
his  eloquence,  the  hon.  member  for  Col- 
dMtter  was  acc^itomed  to  go  a  little  fur- 
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ther  than  facts  warranted  him.  He  had 
himself  admitted  it  in  his  speech  of  that 
evening,  when  he  stated,  that  he  had  esti- 
mated at  loo  high  a  value  the  fees  received 
by  the  lord  Chancellor  in  bankruptcy.  He 
trusted  that  the  House,  when  it  reflected 
upon  what  had  been  said  upon  former  oc- 
casions, and  what  had  transpired  that 
night,  would  acquit  lord  Eldon  of  having 
been  swayed  by  any  thing  like  a  sordid 
love  of  money.  If  he  opposed  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  metnber  for  Durham,  it  was 
solely  in  reference  to  the  time  at  which 
it  was  brought  forward,  and  to  the  decla- 
ration of  lord  Lyndhurst,  that  he  had  in 
his  breast  several  propositions  for  the  re- 
medy of  the  grievances  now  existing  in 
the  court  of  Chancery.  He  wished  that 
he  could  force  an  inquiry  into  the  charges 
which  had  been  brought,  not  only  against 
the  form  of  the  tribunals  in  bankruptcy, 
but  also  into  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  conducted.  •  ' 

Dr.  Ltuhington  rose  to  express  briefly 
his  sentiments  on  this  question,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  allow  him  to 
trespass  a  little  on  its  time,  as  he  could 
not  well  avoid  takin?  a  part  in  the  debate, 
considering  that  he  had  been  a  member  of 
that  commission  which  had  been  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  member  for  Durham,  not  in 
the  most  respectable  terms.  He  would 
state  at  once,  that  he  rose  to  give  his 
most  decided  negative  to  the  present 
motion.  He  was  convinced  that  it  would 
not  be  advantageous  to  the  administration 
of  the  bankrupt  law,  nor  beneficial  to  the 
interest  of  the  suitor ;  he  was  convinced 
that  it  would  not  diminish  the  expense  of 
clearing  away  the  various  difficulties  bj 
which  this  subject  was  surrounded,  if 
the  House  were  to  take  from  the  lord 
Chancellor  his  jurisdiction,  in  the  last 
resort,  on  this  important  question,  and 
were  to  create  another  tribunsu  independent 
of  him,  and  without  appeal :  for  the  same 
cases  might  come  before  the  commissioners 
of  bankrupt  and  the  lord  Chancellor,  and 
thus  they  might  have  decisions  in  the  law 
which  were  utterly  irreconcileable.  For 
these  reasons,  he  could  not  agree  to  any 
plan  which  had  a  tendency  to  destroy 
what  he  conceived  of  infinite  importance 
— an  uniformity  of  decision,  on  ail  points 
relating  to  the  property  of  the  subject. 
That  was  his  chief  reason  for  dissenting 
from  the  hon.  member  for  Durham,  who 
wished  to  dissever  questions  in  bankruptcy 
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Buty  though  be  entirely  differed  from  his 
hop.   and   learned   friend,    he    perfectly 
agreed  with  those  who  thought  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  undergo  complete  revisiop — 
who  thought  that  the  property  of   the 
subject  was  wasted  by  the  expensive  nature 
of  tne  processes  of  the  court — who  thought 
the  delays  of  the  court  of  Chancery  equ^ly 
unnecessary  and  indefensible — who  thought 
that  the  mechanism  of  seventy-two  commis- 
sioners was  one  of  the  piost  absurd  schemes 
that  had  ever  entered  into  the  braip  of 
man.     He  knew  that  the  existing  system 
of  bankrupt  laws  had  produced  evils  m  the 
metropolis,  to  an  extent  which  it  was  jje- 
plorable  to  describe.     He  knew  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Colchester  bad  not  ex- 
aggerated the  fact,  that  not  merelv  hun- 
dreds but  thousands  of  individuals  had 
been  veduced  to  ruin,  not  because  there 
had  not  been  property  to  divide  amoug 
them,  but  because  it  had  been  wasted  by 
the  maladministration  of  the  law,  which 
had  been  prostituted  to    the    basest  of 
purposes.     He  would  never  sive  up  the 
opinion  which  he  had  formed  upon  this 
question.     He  acceded  to  every  thing  thaj 
had  been  said  by  the  learned  member  for 
Peterborough ;  but  he  could  not  accede  to 
what  had  fallen  fnom  the  hon.  member  for 
Colchester,  who  had  •  said  that  the  com- 
missionersprptracted  business  at  their  differ- 
ent meetings,  in  order  to  put  money  into 
their  pockets.     Such  was  the  evil,  and 
such  the  iniquity  of  the  present  system, 
that  he  defied  the  commissioners  to  do 
justice  by  all  their  exertions.     It  was  true, 
that  no  individual  could  hold  a  commission 
of  bankrupt  who  was  in  great  business. 
As  soon  as  he  got  into  that  commission, 
he  must  either  neglect  his  own  business, 
or  that  of  the  commission  on  which  he 
was  placed.  What  could  be  so  destructive 
o^   business  as  meeting    for    one    hour, 
merely,  on  affairs  of  an  mtricate  and  com- 
plicated nature.     He  knew  that  another 
nour  was  sometimes  given  to  them';  but 
then,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  second  hour, 
they  must  separate  on  account  of  their 
different  private  avocations.     He  was  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  could  give  to  the 
merchants  of  the  country  proper  security, 
except  an  entire  revision  of  the  subject, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  existing  list  of 
commissioners.     The    hon.  member  for 
Colchester  had  suggested  the  erection  of  a 
Board    of  five   Judges  in    their  stead. 
Now,    the    hon.    member   must  not  be 

aUoved  to  iaifj^  tb^  crQ4it  pf  ^t  9ug$^- 


(hvU  if  (fianfirttT^ 


^ 


tion  to  himself.     It  bad  bf^9  discu^^  by 
the  Chancery  comix)issio|ie]rs :  a|l  tbp  difl$- 
culties  which  had  occurred  to  the  com- 
missioners had  been  put  in  the  sh^pe  of 
questions    to  the    witnesses  whom   they 
exaniined,  iii  order  to  se^  \!rhether  they 
could  or  could  not  be  obviated ;  ^d  the 
re^on  why  the  commissiqners  h^4  POt 
](nade  a  repqrt  on  that  subject  was,  because 
they  were  of  opiniop— -^rronepusly  as  h^ 
thought  —  that  b^mkruptcy  was  not  one 
pf  the  questions  Iqcluded  in  their  copn; 
missiop.     It  was  also  thought,  that  th^ 
commissioners  ought  to  examine  how  the 
time  of  the  Chancellor  coul4  be  saved. 
He  thought  that  such  a  scheipe  )youId  be 
abortive ;  and  he  had  nohoay  on  hi^  si<|e 
but  sir  Anthony  Har^.  With  regard  to  the 
administration  of  the  bankrupt  laws,  he 
knew  that  it  was  a  pressing  evil.    He  felt 
severely  the  obloquy  to  which  h^  sbonld 
be  expo8e4,  in  case  the  report  came  forth 
without  ^ny  proposition  for  its  redres^.   If 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  piember 
for  Durban),  would  propose  any  specific 
measure  to  reform  the  administration  pf 
the  bankrupt  law,  he  would  willingly  sup- 
port it ;  but  jbo  go  into  a  conunittee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  read  tlie  statpt^  of  queen 
]Elizabeth,  which  not  more  than  seven  indi- 
viduals would  understand  when  read,  and 
to  read  subsequently  the  o^er  statutes  in 
bankruptcy  down   to  the    present    day, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  practice  ^  use- 
less as  any  the  imagmation  of  man  could 
devise.    What  did  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  wish  to  have  done  ?  What  practical 
good  could  he  effect  by  his  motion  ?  I}ad 
he  considered  the  period  of  the  session  to 
which  the^  had  arrived  ?  Could  any  scheme 
that  he  might  propose  now  meet  with  due 
consideration  ?    On  the  other  hand,  was 
the  House  to  w^t  tbrgughQut  tli^  session 
without  claiming  of  the  government  sojne 
specific   promise   of  reformation?      H^ 
thought  it  was  proper  that  the  country 
should  have  some  statement,  in  or4er  that 
it  might  undergo  discussion  at  present, 
and  be  submitted  to  the  House  in  the  next 
session  of  parliament.    He  was  convinced 
that  nothing  but  legal  enactments  could 
remedy  the  evil.    It  was  therefore  ;dl)$uxd 
to  expect    that    lor4    Lyndhurs^  wQuld 
devise  a  remedy  for  that  which  nothipg 
but  an  act  of  parliament  could  femedy. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  banVruptcv,  in  thfi 
last  resort,  ought  not  to  be  taken  irom  tbt 
lord  ChaAcellor-    The   bill   yi^h   F^ 
bropgh^  in  by  IqijI  Ifn^iufsst  \^  ^fgfk 
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U>yf0  u|)t3  t^y  coul^  9SP  yv}^at  his  lord- 
ship ^d  hif  twp  coadjiftors  could  do  t^y 
tlie  force  of  their  piirn  regulations.  He 
YfWi  rea4y  P^  &^^  ^^f4  Lyndhurst  every 
couSdence ;  jxaxi  he  xn^si  dou)>t  wl^e^her 
fuy  ei^ertioos  whicl^  the  noble  Iqi^  might 
majce,  notwithstanding  his  advantages  pf 
being  earlier  in  life,  and  more  bold  spd 
tearless  in  disppsitjoq  than  hjs  predecessor, 
could  ever  ^reduce  the  business  of  the  court 
of  Chancery  irithin  thos^  h'mits  of  de^^tch 
and  accuracy  yrhlch  were  requisite  ^  do 
justice  between  all  parties.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  much  more  m^st  be  done 
^^n  hi«  hon.  and  learned  friend,  the 
Attorney-general,  seei^ed  to  anticipate. 
He  was  ready  to  wait  until  the  next  ^s- 
sion  of  parliament ;  but,  when  it  came,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  l^j  on  the  table  of 
the  House  forthwith,  plans  to  alter  the  law 
of  the  pourt  of  Equity,  and  sdso  that  of  real 
pro^rty ;  and,  when  those  objects  were 
attorned  by  legal  enactments,  heenteftained 
h9peS{  ^ougn  b^  had  also  doubts,  that  the 
three  jup^s  would  despatch  their  business 
lyith  ail  requisite  ceienjty.  Qne  thing 
above  ^  otders  be  depreq^^4-  tie  depre- 
catea  any  f|ttempt  to  qiminish*  with  ^nau^ 
pelerity,  the  present  number  of  ^rrpars.  |Ie 
4jd  90^  fay  that  Ion]  Lyndhurst  wpuI4 

tursue  that  course  pf  proceeding ;  but  b^ 
oped  that  qothing  would  be  9ai4  in  ^h^ 
Hou^  which  would  lead  to  an  expectation 
th^  his  lordship  wouja  do  more  than  any 
man  could  do ;  lor,  if  any  such  expectations 
were  raised,  it  would  be  equally  inconve- 
nient to  the  public  and  to  the  noble  lord. 
let  the  nobl^  lord  proceed  steadily  in  his 
course;  and,  if  he  should  happen  to  find 
that  the  mass  of  arrears  was  too  great  for 
bim  to  put  down,  let  him  not  be  ashamed 
to  confess  it.  He  should  conclude  by 
stating,  that  he  sbould  always  support  any 
me^ure  that  tended  to  reform  our  juris- 
prudeiice,  and  that  he  conceived  to  be 
productive  of  public  advantage.  He  was 
convinced  that  every  branch  of  our  law 
required  to  be  {investigated,  and  that 
alterations  might  be  made  in  most  pf  them, 
which  would  tend  greatly  to  the  public 
benefit. 

Mr.  Brwgkam  requested  that  the  original 
motion  might  be  read  from  tha  chair.  Tba 
motion  was  re^d  accordingly.  He  said,  he 
thought  that  such  w^s  the  mo^ii  of  the 
hon.  ^d  learned  member  ibr  Qurh^qi; 
and  h(  w^s  jyrsuyie4>  by  the  able  a^ 


doced  iii  that  h49ol^t  was  to  fttOOt^  «|wia 

tAe  present  occasion,  ^  question  which  he 
had  often  previously  bsoughl^  forward; 
namely,  the  propriety  and  expediency  <jr 
severing  ban^ruptpy  from  the  great  seal. 
The  terfns  of  his  bpn.  and  leafned  friend's 
motion  embraced  no  larger  scope.  The 
argument  on  which  he  went,  entered  into 
no  wider  field ;  and  \ie  was  not,  therefore, 
surprised  that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
the  At(omey-general,  confining  himself 
strictly  to  thie  subject  matter  in  debate, 
had  only  applied  nimself  to  ^answer  the 
arguments  of  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
for  Durham.  He  was,  b^wever,  surprised 
to  observe,  tbat  as  soon  as  hm  majesty's 
Attprney-general  bad  sat  down,  the  hon. 
member  for  Colchester  having  acceded  to 
the  debate,  i^ent  into  a  wider  field — he 
would  not  say  a  less  important  one — 
which,  whatever  might  be  its  merits,  was 
not  then  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  That  the  matter  of  the  bankrupt 
laws  was  one  of  paramount  importance — 
thai:  they  might  be  freed  from  all  the 
intricacy  and  complexity  which  was  pre« 
dicated  of  them^ — that  taey  might  require 
great  revision,  not  only  aa  to  their  prmci- 
plc^,  but  aI$P  as  to  their  mode  of  adminis- 
tration,— that  the  mechanism  of  seventy- 
two  commissioiners,  which  bad  been  so 
v^VLcb  attacke4,  might  be  injurious,  cumber- 
01^,  ill-contrived,  and  little  calcvilated  to 
produce  the  efiects  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended,— that  many  great  reibnns,  and 
each  of  them  important,  might  be  intro- 
duced into  the  bankrupt  laws,  as  regarded 
their  administration,  was  a  proposition 
which  might  be  well  founded,  but  ^as  not 
the  proposition  which  was  then  before  the 
House.  That  proposition  wc^  exclusively 
this — an4  it  wa^^  tbs|t  to  which  his  m^y  esty 's 
Attomey-generaly  and  his  hon.  and  learned 
fri^4>  the  member  ifbr  Durham,  had 
particularly  addressed  themselves,  and  on 
which  alone  he  felt  himself  entitled  to  vote 
and  speak — shall  bankruptcy  be  severed 
from  the  great  seal  ?  Sh^l  the  (iou^e, 
with  a  view  of  consi4ering  that  question, 
resojve  i^elf  into,  a  committee  of  the  whol^ 
Hoqae  on  the  acts,  giving  Uie  court  of 
Chancery  that  jurisdiction?  Th^t  wai 
not  an  unimportant  Umit  of  the  debate : 
for  though  he  did  not,  whilst  he  was  i^ 
the  House,  hear  anj  observations  tinged 
with  asp^^ity  affecting  either  of  his  two 
1^^  friends  who  ^d  spol^en  on  th^ 
auestipn,   yet,   oa    bia  letura  from   % 
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CoftiUrj,  ehher  during  the  election^  or  on 
tccoant  ot  the  petition  #hich  followed. 
He  thought  it  would  be  an  Hot  of  the 
greatest  injustice  to  pttnish  the  magistrates 
of  Coventry^  without  givltig  them  the 
means  to  defend  themselves.. 

Mr.  Peel  was  not  prepared  to  put  a 
stop  to  all  further  inquiry,  by  putting  a 
direct  negative  on  the  motion.  He  should 
Tote,  therefore,  for  the  introduction  of  the 
bill ;  though  he  did  not  pledge  himself  to 
stmport  it  m  its  fuiurfe  stages.  He  could 
tibt  help  thinking  that  it  wotild  be  a  hard- 
^ip  on  the  corporation  to  visit  it  with  a 

t»uiiishment  amounting  to  disfranchisemen  t. 
t  should  be  recollected,  thai  the  House 
#as  acting  judicially.  He  thought  they 
Wfere  bound  to  hfear  evidence  before  (hey 
proceeded  to  pronounce  a  positive  opinion 
dii  the  hierils  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Secretary  Bourne  could  not  concur 
in  opinion,  that  t6  give  to  the  magistrates 
of  the  county  6f  Warwick  si  concurrent 
jUHidictton  i^ith  those  of  the  city  of 
Covefatty  ^ould  iimouut  to  a  forfeiture  of 
ihe  anfcient  chdrter  of  that  city,  or  that 
SQch  a  measure  would  be  one  of  the 
severest  piizilshments  that  could  be  in- 
flicted on  it.  On  the  contmry,  he  thought 
it  one  of  the  mildest  invasions  of  their 
corporate  rights  that  could  be  suggested. 
With  resjject  to  the  hearing  of  evidence 
ki  the  bar  of  the  House,  he  entertained  a 
different  opinion  fhom  some  hon.  gentle- 
men ;  for,  after  the  specimen  that  had 
been  afforded  the  other  night,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  assertions  were  made  at  its 
bar,  he  should  hot  be  in  a  hurry  to  recom- 
hiend,  that  recourse  should  be  had  to  a 
similar  proceeding.  Moreover,  the  House 
was  already  in  possession  of  facts  deposed 
to  on  oath,  before  the  committee,  and 
embodied  in  its  report;  and  he  should 
protest,  as  far  as  the  protest  of  an  in- 
dividual could  go,  against  discussing  in 
that  House,  the  decision  of  a  committee 
acting  under  the  solemn  obligation  of  an 
oath. 

Mr.  Hudson  Gurney  said,  that  however 
strongly  the  case  might  be  made  out  for 
the  necessity  of  some  parliamentary  in- 
tei^msition,  the  project  for  giving  a  con- 
current jurisdiction  to  the  magistrates  of 
WarwicKshire  was  not  one  which  had  the 
slightest  tendency  towards  abridging  the 
evils  complained  of. 

Leave  was  accordingly  given  to  bring  in 
the  bill. 


SaUofOmeBat. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
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Sai^e  of  Game  Bill.]    The  ilarquis 
of  Salisbury  said,  be  had  to  propose  to 
their  lordships  a  bill  to  permit  tlie  Sale  of 
Game   under    certain    restrictions.      He 
thought  it  well  worthy  of  the  consideration 
of  their  lordships,  to  see  whether  they 
could  not,  by  some  measure*  not  inter- 
fering witli  tne  principle  of  the  Game- 
laws,  put  a  stem  to  the  increasing  crime 
of  poaching.    He  thought  the  faifi  which 
he  neld  in  his  hand  would  have  such  as 
effect.    The  bill  oroposed  to  legaliae  the 
sale  of  game,  ana  to  do  so  in  the  most 
extended  manner,  by  giving  a  power  to 
all  persons  qualified  by  law  io  kUl  game, 
to  take  out  a  certificate,  empowering  them 
to  sell  eame  to  licensed  dealers,      fle 
thought  It  but  fair,  that  those  who  had  at 
much  land  as  qualified  them  to  kill  game 
for  their  own  use,  should  be  allowed  to 
make  a  profit  by  the  sale  of  game.    If 
that  were    allowed,   it    would   nave   the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  crime  of  poach- 
ing.    The  bill  was  introduced  as  a  tem- 
porary measure.     Its  operation  would  ex- 
pire at  the  end  of  three  years ;  and  then 
their  lordships    might    consider  whetiier 
any  better  system  could  be  established. 
If  he  succeeded  in  making  the  sale  of 
game  legal,  he  thought  the  temptatic^n  to 
the  poacher  to  commit  crime  would  be 
greatly  reduced ;  as  he  would  be  met  ii^ 
the  market  by  a  competitor,  who  Would 
not  be  liable  to  any  of  the  consequences 
to  which  the  poacher  was  subject.    He 
had  another  reason  for  introducing  the 
present  measure.     Some  few  years  ago^ 
the  poulterers  of  the  metropolis  came  to 
the  resolution  of  discontinuing  the  sak  of 
game  to  their  customers.    What  was  the 
consequence?    The  poulterers  lost  their 
customers,  and  some  of  them  were  nearly 
ruined.    They  were  at  last  forced  to  give 
way,  and  again  resort  to  illegal  means  to 
obtain  game.     He  was  convinced  that, 
'  however  great  might  be  the  determination 
of  their  lordships  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
game,  they  could  not,  by  any  legislative 
enactment,  effect  their  purpose.     In  con- 
sequence of  the  abolition  of  the  use  of 
spring  guns,  much  greater  facilities  would 
be  afforded  to  the  poacher  in  his  illegal 
practices  than  he  before  enioyed.    If  game 
was  to  be  preserved  at  all,  it  must  be  by 
men,  and  men  alone ;  but  it  was  very  diffi^- 
cult  to  get  any  men  who  would  attack  the 
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nlgbt-|)Oi&cketS|  andl  neti  b  ah  impossi- 
bintv  to  a>Ueci  a  sujficient  number  of  them 
fol"  Uiat  purpose.  Since,  therefore,  iJbe 
endeavour  to  amend  the  poacher,  by  de- 
terring him  from  crime^  could  no  longer 
bb  tnade,  the  only  way  lefl  open  was,  by 
diminishing  the  temptation  to  crime. 
Now,  he  did  nbt  know  of  any  way  to 
diminish  the  temptation  which  could  be 
80  effectual  as  to  brii^g  a  comjpietitor  with 
the  poacher  iuto  the  market,  who  had  no 
occasion  to  sell  game  to  provide  for  his 
sttbsistehce.     He  siiould  move  the  first 

itii^S  of  ^^^  bill- 
L^ve  was  given  to  bring  in  Itie  bill. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
W^tbif^sdtffff  May  23; 

iSNiAit  Debts'  6ill — AnkESTS  upon 
MtSNE  l^feocESS.]  The  Solicitor  General 
rbse  to  move  for  leave  to.  bring  in  "  a  iBill 
to  prevent  Arrests  on  Mesne  Process  for 
Debt  under  20/.'^  He  said,  it  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  occupy  much  of  the 
attention  of  the  House  in  explaining  the 
purpose  of  his  bill.  They  would,  perhaps, 
rfecoltect  that,  in  1811,  ah  act  had  been 
passed  to  prevent  arrest  for  a  less  sum 
than  15/. ;  that  was,  however,  only  a  tem- 
porary measure,  and  had  been  allowed, 
rather  by  accident  than  design,  to  expire 
in  1824.  By  the  previous  law,  an  arrest 
coutd  be  executed  for  10}.  The  alteration 
which  he  intended  to  propose,  was  an 
ektansioM  of  the  last  act,  and  that  the  sum 
of  20f.  should  be  substituted  for  15/.,  as 
the  amount  for  arrests.  In  former  times, 
an  arrest  might  be  effected  for  any  sum 
exceedikig  40$. ;  but,  in  the  reign  of  George 
1st,  the  sum  was  fixed  at  10/.,  and  so  the 
law  stood  since.  With  the  single  alteration 
to  ^hich  he  had  just  alluded.  It  was, 
he  thought,  obvious,  that  if  10/.  were 
deemed  a  sufficient  sum  during  the  reign 
of  George  1st,  the  alteration  in  the  value 
of  nioney  which  had  since  taken  place 
would  sanction,  as  just  and  necessary,  his 
proposal  of  substituting  20/.  But  there 
\^ere  other  reasons  which  called  for  the 
enlargement.  Returns  had  been  produced, 
showing  the  number  of  persons  confined 
Under  mesne  process  in  the  gaols  of  Eng- 
laud  ahd  Wales  during  the  last  year ;  and 
fVom  these  he  foutid,  that  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty  persons  were  in 
cuitocty,  of  whom  five  hundred  were  for 
dAts  undef*  20/.  He  complained  strongly 
ot  the  fi&tal  tendency  of  the  Expense  of 


recovering  small  sums,  acbording  io  the 
ptesient  process,  which  was  Aure  to  cost 
one  half  of  such  debts.  There  was 
aUbther  alteration  which  he  should  tnake 
in  the  former  bill ;  ahd  tlidt  was,  to  annul 
the  exception  in  favour  of  debtS  not  ciofa- 
taihed  in  promissory  notes  and  bills  of 
exchange,  and  thereby  obviate  the  desire 
of  tradesmen  to  get  such  securities  {h)m 
the  creditor  as  exposed  him  to  a  sUUimary 
and  expensive  process,  tie  wished  ht^ 
liew  bill  to  have  ft  sweeping;  effefct,  whethet 
the  debu  were  Upon  bills  dhd  ndte^,  or  hj 
.simple  contract,  it  was  aldo  his  int^tittou 
to  make  some  alterations,  to  riicohcile  thi^ 
practice,  in  thes(e  cases,  b^i^een  the  cdilrt^ 
Palatini  Of  Wales.  ai\d  the  sUpeHt)t  6otirt^ 
of  Westminsteh  He  coUdliided  by  tadt^f tU^ 
for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill. 

Lord  Alihorp  a[)proved  of  the  ^fOposed 
bill,  and  only  doubted  t^hethet*  tH^  snm 
was  carried  quite  f&r  ehough.  tie  strbUgly 
condemned  the  preseht  expieUsivi^  practice 
of  recovering  small  debts ;  which  cost  sO 
much  money  as  to  amount  to  a  denial  of 
justice,  and  to  niake  one  almost  i^ish,  th^t 
debts  under  10/.  should  be  reckoned  debt! 
of  honour. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Roman  Catholics*  LANb-TAX.]  Mr, 
George  Bankes,  in  rising  to  propose  thi 
introduction  of  a  measure,  having  for  its 
object  the  exemption  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics from  a  double  assessment  of  the  Lana- 
tax,  hoped  that  he  should  meet  with  the 
support  of  the  House,  it  could  not  be 
unknown  to  those  whom  he  addressed, 
that  many  Roman  Catholics  were  doubly 
charged  with  land-tax  ;  and,  by  virtue  of 
the  same  law  by  which  they  were  originally 
so  assessed,  Protestants  who  had  succeeded 
to  their  estates  wefe  obliged  to  pay  the 
same  tax  as  the  Catholics  from  whopa  they 
inherited.  Tlie  act  by  which  Roman 
Catholics  were  doubly  charged  witn  land- 
tax  was  passed  in  the  4th  of  William  3rd, 
and  continued  in  force  by  the  enactment 
of  annual  bills,  until  the  33rd  of  the  late 
king*  The  bill  of  Williain,  which  was 
passed  at  a  time  when* this  country  was  at 
war  with  some  of  the  European  powers, 
enacted,  that  Roman  Cathohcs  should,  in 
future,  pay  a  double  land-tax ;  thai  was 
to  say,  that  Catholics  should  pay  8s.  where 
persons  of  other  persuasions  paid  only  4i. 
These  annual  acts  of  parliament  were  con- 
tinued  until  1794,  when  the  33rd  qf  the 
late  king  professed  to  relieve  tlie  Catholics 
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\.  r  rfurifl^  the  fcJfectlon,  or  on 

C^<  ^%W  be  aii  act  of  the 
^tbo^S^^  JL  toptimsh  the  magistrates 

Mf.  VS^  further  mquiry,  by  putting  a 

m  ^  !itiU  on  the  liibtion.    He  should 

direct  J^^r.  (or  the  Introduction  of  the 

^'  X'rX  he  did  hot  pledge  himself  to 

0;  5?^f^jt8  futarfe  stages.    Me  could 

jirit  h^'r  ^^^  corporation  to  visit  it  with  a 
dhip  ?^^iii  ijttbuntmg  to  disfranchisemen  t. 

(*^  tiM  ^  recollected,  that  the  House 
if  acW,  J^^L^i^'y-  ,  tt^  ^t^ougU  they 
Jr^  boiind  to  hfear  evlderifce  before  they 
T^^fed  to  prortbiitice  a  positive  opinion 
^  itte  ineriU  of  the  casfe. 

Mr.  Sectetary  Sourn^  could  not  concur 
j^  opinion,  that  tbgive  to  the  magistrates 
rf  {he  cbimty  6f  Warwick  a  concurrent 
jOHadiction  i^ith  those  of  ttie  city  of 
Cbvfehtty  would  Amount  to  a  forfeiture  of 
flife  anfcient  chdrter  of  thstt  city,  or  that 
inch  a  measure  would  be  one  of  the 
li^yerest  piiriishments  that  could  be  in- 
flicted bn  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought 
it  Ohe  of  the  mildest  invasions  of  their 
corporate  rights  that  could  be  suggested. 
With  respect  to  the  hearing  of  evidence 
it  the  bar  Of  the  Ftouse,  he  entertained  a 
difierent  opinion  ftom  some  hon.  gentle- 
iiien ;  for,  after  the  specimen  tliat  had 
b^en  afforded  the  other  night,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  assertions  were  made  at  its 
bar,  he  should  hot  be  in  a  hurry  to  recom- 
inend,  thdt  recourse  should  be  had  to  a 
similar  proceeding.  Moreover,  the  House 
was  already  in  possession  of  facts  deposed 
to  on  oath,  before  the  committee,  and 
embodied  in  its  report ;  and  he  should 

Srotfest,  as  far  as  the  protest  of  an  in- 
ividual  could  go,  against  discussing  in 
(hat  House,  the  decision  of  a  committee 
acting  under  the  solemn  obligation  of  an 
oath. 

Mr.  Hudson  Gurney  said,  that  however 
strongly  the  case  might  bti  made  out  for 
thte  necessity  of  some  parliamentary  in- 
terposition, the  project  for  giving  a  con- 
current jurisdiction  to  the  magistrates  of 
tVarwicKshire  was  not  one  which  had  the 
slightest  tehdcncy  towards  abridging  the 
evils  complained  of. 

Leave  was  accordibgly  given  to  bring  in 
tlie  bill. 


Skh  of  Ome  Bill. 

HOUSE  OF  LORI>S. 
Wednesday y  May  S3. 
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Sale  of  Game  Bii.l.1    The  Marc)uis 
of  ^lisbury  said,  he  had  to  propose  to 
their  lordships  a  bill  to  permit  uie  Sale  of 
Game   under    certain    restrictions.      He 
thought  it  well  worthy  of  the  consideration 
of  their  lordships,  to  see  whether  they 
could  not,  by  some  measuret^  not  inter- 
fering with  the  principle  of  the  Game- 
laws,  put  a  stop  to  the  increasing  crime 
or  poaching.     He  thought  the  biu  wliich 
he  neld  in  his  hand  would  have  such  aa 
effect.    The  bill  proposed  to  legalise  the 
sale  of  game,  ana  to  do  so  in  the  most 
extended  manner,  by  giving  a  power  to 
all  persons  qualified  by  law  to  kill  game, 
to  take  out  a  certificate,  empowering  them 
to  sell  game  to  licensed  dealers.      He 
thought  It  but  lair,  that  those  who  had  at 
much  land  as  qusJified  them  to  kill  game 
for  their  own  use,  should  be  allowed  to 
make  a  profit  by  the  sale  of  game.    If 
that  were    allowed,   it    would   have   the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  crime  of  poach- 
ing.    The  bill  was  introduced  as  a  tem- 
porary measure.     Its  operation  would  ex* 
pire  at  the  end  of  three  years ;  and  then 
their  lordships    might    consider  whether 
any  better  system  could  be  totablish^a. 
If  he  succeeded  in  making  the  sale  of 
game  legal,  he  thought  the  temptatldn  to 
the  poacher  to  commit  crime  would  be 
greatly  reduced ;  as  he  would  be  met  ii| 
the  market  by  a  competitor,  who  would 
not  be  liable  to  any  ot  the  consequences 
to  which  the  poacher  was  subject,     tie 
had  another  reason  for  introducing  the 
present  measure.     Some  few  years  ag0| 
the  poulterers  of  the  metropolis  came  to 
the  resolution  of  discontinuing  the  sale  of 
game  to  their  customers.    What  was  the 
consequence?    The  poulterers  lost  their 
customers,  and  some  of  them  were  nearly 
ruined.    They  were  at  last  forced  to  give 
way,  and  again  resort  to  illegal  means  to 
obtain  game.     He  was  convinced  that, 
however  great  might  be  the  determination 
of  their  lordships  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
game,  they  could  not,  by  any  legislative 
enactment,  effect  their  purpose.     In  con- 
sequence of  the  abolition  of  the  use  of 
spring  guns,  much  greater  facilities  would 
be  am)rded  to  the  poacher  in  his  illegal 
practices  than  he  before  enioyed.    If  game 
was  to  be  preseiTcd  at  all,  it  mtist  be  by 
men,  and  men  atone ;  but  it  w^s  v^ry  diffi- 
I  cult  to  get  any  men  who  would  attack  the 
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nUht-pO^ckers,  woii  net!  to  ah  impossi- 
btiitv  to  collect  a  sudScient  number  of  them 
fot  uiat  purpose.  Since,  therefore,  the 
endeavour  to  amend  the  poacher,  by  de- 
terring him  from  crime^  could  no  longer 
bfe  made,  the  only  way  left  open  was,  by 
dimintsbing  the  temptation  to  crime. 
Now,  he  did  not  know  of  any  way  to 
diminish  the  temptation  which  couldf  be 
so  effectiiAl  as  to  brihg  a  com^titor  with 
the  poacher  Into  the  market,  who  had  no 
occasion  to  sell  game  to  provide  for  his 
subsistetace.  He  siiould  move  the  first 
ite^dingofthfebill. 
LAve  was  given  to  bring  in  tiie  bill. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
IFWh^siJdjr,  May  23* 

•SmalI  Dkbts*  Bill — AiikiiSTS  upon 
]n£s)^£  PkocESS.]  The  Solicitor  tjeneral 
rb'se  to  move  for  leave  lo  bring  in  "  a  Bill 
to  prevent  Arrests  on  Mesne  Process  for 
Diebt  under  20/.'*  Re  said,  it  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  occupy  much  of  the 
attention  of  the  House  in  explaining  the 
purpose  of  his  bill.  They  would,  perhaps, 
rfeceliect  that,  in  1811,  an  act  had  been 
passed  to  prevent  arrest  for  a  less  sum 
than  15/. ;  that  was,  however,  only  a  tem- 
porary ineasure,  and  had  been  allowed, 
rather  by  accident  than  design,  to  expire 
in  1824.  By  the  previous  law,  an  arrest 
could  be  executed  tor  lOt.  The  alteration 
which  he  intended  to  propose,  was  an 
ektensioh  of  the  last  act,  and  that  the  sum 
of  20f.  should  be  substituted  for  15/.,  as 
the  amount  for  arrests.  In  former  times, 
an  arrest  might  be  effected  for  any  sum 
exceeding  4Qs* ;  but,  in  the  reign  of  George 
1st,  the  sum  was  Bxed  at  10/.,  and  so  the 
law  stood  since,  with  the  single  alteration 
to  Which  he  had  just  alluded.  It  was, 
he  thought,  obvious,  that  if  10/.  were 
deemed  a  sufficient  sum  during  the  reign 
of  George  1st,  Uie  alteration  in  the  value 
of  money  i^hich  had  since  taken  place 
would  sanction,  as  just  and  necessary,  his 
proposal  of  substituting  20/.  But  there 
were  other  reasons  which  called  for  the 
enlargement.  Heturns  had  been  produced, 
showing  the  number  of  persons  confined 
Under  me^ne  process  in  the  gaob  of  Eng- 
land ahd  Wales  during  the  last  year ;  and 
fh>m  these  he  found,  that  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty  persons  were  in 
custody,  of  whom  five  hundred  were  for 
dAts  under  20/.  He  complained  strongly 
of  the  fatal  tendency  of  the  Expense  of 


recovering  small  sums,  act^orfing  lo  the 
present  process,  which  was  iure  to  cost 
one  half  of  such  debts.  There  was 
axibther  alteration  which  he  should  make 
in  the  former  bill ;  and  that  was,  to  annul 
the  exception  in  favour  of  debt^  not  <iOti- 
tained  in  promissory  no^es  and  billd  bP 
exchange,  and  thereby  obviat)^  the  desire 
of  tradesmen  to  get  such  securities  fh)m 
the  creditor  as  exposed  him  to  a  sbtnmary 
and  expehsive  process.  He  wished  his 
new  bill  to  have  d  s^eebine;  effebt,  whether 
the  debts  were  upon  bills  aud  rttttes,  or  hj 
,  simple  contract.  It  was  also  his  intbhttoii 
to  make  some  alterations,  to  reconcile  th^ 
practice,  in  the^  c^es,  biii^een  the  coil rts 
Palatini  Of  Wales,  alld  the  slipeHot  (^otirts 
of  Westmiilsteh  He  concluded  by  teld^tU^ 
fot  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill. 

Lord  Alihorp  a(>prOved  of  the  {proposed 
bill,  and  only  doubled  i^heth^r  tHfe  som 
was  carried  quite  filr  enough,  tie  stfbilkly 
condemned  the  present  expensive  practice 
of  recovering  small  debts ;  which  cost  sO 
much  money  as  to  amount  to  a  denial  of 
justice,  and  to  niake  one  almost  ^isb,  that 
debts  under  lOf.  should  be  reckoned  debtl 
of  honour. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Roman  Catholics*  LANb-TAX.]  Atr. 
George  Bankes,  in  rising  to  propose  thi 
introduction  of  a  measure,  having  for  its 
object  the  exemption  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics from  a  double  assessment  of  the  Land- 
tax,  hopied  that  he  should  meet  with  the 
support  of  the  House,  tt  could  not  be 
unknown  to  those  whom  he  addt-'essed, 
that  many  Roman  Catholics  were  doubly 
charged  with  land-tax  ;  and,  by  virtue  of 
the  same  law  by  which  they  were  originally 
so  assessed,  t'rotestauts  who  had  succeeded 
to  their  estates  we^e  obliged  to  pay  the 
same  tax  as  the  Catholics  from  whom  they 
inherited.  The  act  by  which  Roman 
Catholics  were  doubly  charged  witti  land- 
tax  was  passed  in  the  4th  of  William  3rd, 
and  continued  in  force  by  the  enactment 
of  annual  bills,  until  the  33rd  of  the  late 
king.  The  bill  of  Williain,  which  was 
passed  at  a  time  when* this  country  was  at 
war  witli  some  of  the  European  powers, 
enacted,  that  Roman  Cathohcs  should,  in 
future,  pay  a  double  land-tax ;  that  was 
to  say,  tnat  Catholics  should  pay  8^.  where 
persons  of  other  persuasions  psiid  only  4ff. 
These  annual  acts  of  parliament  were  con- 
tinued until  1794,  when  the  33id  qf  the 
late  king  professed  to  relieve  the  CaUioUci 
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from  the  efiects  of  the  former  law,  by 
afibrtling  them  an  opportunity  of  ridding 
themselves  of  the  double  tax  already  re- 
ferred to,  by  the  production  of  certain  cer- 
tificates, rrom  1794  to  1798,  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  offered  to  the  Catholics  was 
open  to  them :  but,  in  the  last  mentioned 
year»  a  clause  was  added  to  the  bill,  de- 
claring that«  after  the  September  follow- 
ing. Catholics,  who  had  not  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  law  up  to  that  time,  would, 
in  future,  be  excluded  from  its  beaefits. 
Through  negligence,  and  other  causes, 
several  Roman  Catholics  failed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  above  law  within  the 
given  time.  The  consequence  of  which 
was,  that  they  were  now  subjected  to  the 
hardship  of  paying  double  land-tax.  An 
action,  arising  out  of  the  state  of  the  ex- 
isting law,  had  lately  been  tried ;  but  the 
judge  declared,  that  the  law  afforded  no 
benefit  to  the  plaintiff*,  and  that  the  legis- 
lature only  could  grant  him  relief.  The 
object  of  the  present  bill  was,  to  give  the 
Roman  Catholics  that  relief.  It  might 
seem  strange  that  he,  who  uniformly  op- 
posed the  Catholic  claims,  should  bring 
in  any  measure  tending  to  relieve  that 
class  of  individuals.  As  long,  however, 
as  he  had  a  seat  in  that  House,  he  should, 
without  any  reference  to  party  feelings, 
adopt  that  course  which  he  conceived  was 
due  to  justice.  He  had  been  applied  to 
on  this  subject  by  several  Roman  Catholic 
peers,  and  other  distinguished  persons,  to 
Dring  in  some  measure  of  relief;  and  he 
conceived  that  the  present  bill  would  fully 
accomplish  that  object. 

The  Solicitor-General  rose  merely  to 
say,  that  he  should  offer  no  objection  to 
the  measure  proposed  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man ;  but  he  would  not  pledge  himself  to 
give  it  his  future  support. 

Mr.  Merries  was  happy  to  find,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  taken  up  this  subject ; 
because  it  would  relieve  the  Treasury  of 
proposing  a  similar  bill. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Registration  of  Freehqlds.]  Lord 
Althorp  moved  for  Jeave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  Registration  of  Freeholds  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  In  introducing  the  bill, 
the  noble  lord  observed,  that  it  was  not 
his  intention  that  it  should  be  discussed 
this  session. 

Mr.  Hudson  Qumey  said,  that  from 
what  had  yet  proceeded  from  it,  he  had 
a  considerable  jealousy  of  the  noble  lord's 


committee,  and  thought  they  were  in  the 
way  of  introducing  more  mal-practices 
than  they  would  remedy.  The  registra- 
tion of  freeholders  had  been  pretty  well 
tried  in  Ireland;  and  a  more  obvious 
source  of  fraudulent  voting,  he  could  not 
well  conceive. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  biU. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 
Friday^  May  25. 

Supply  op  Water  to  the  MetrO' 
POLis.]  Lord  Whamcliffe  said,  he  bad 
a  petition  to  present  to  their  lordships,  on 
a  subject  which  was  well  worthy  of  their 
attention.  The  petition  was  signed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  western  portion  of 
the  metropolis.  Thev  stated,  that  the 
water  taken  up  from  the  river  Thames,  at 
a  certain  spot,  for  their  use  was  charged 
with  the  contents  of  the  great  common 
sewers  and  the  refuse  of  hospitals  and 
slaughter-houses;  and  they  prayed  their 
lordships  to  appoint  a  committee  of  in^ 
quiry.  He  was  not,  however,  certain  that 
the  best  mode  of  effecting  the  wishes  of 
the  inhabitants  would  be  by  appointing  a 
committee.  At  present,  he  should  only 
move,  that  the  petition  be  read,  and  on 
Monday  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  subject. 

Corn  Bill.]  Lord  Goderich,  on  rising 
to  move  the  order  of  the  day  for  going 
into  a  committee  on  this  bill,  said,  that  if 
he  asked,  on  the  present  occasion,  for 
their  lordships'  patience  and  indulgence, 
he  could  assure  them  that  he  did  so,  not 
as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  because,  inde- 
pendently of  the  intrinsic  importance  of 
the  question  itself— independently  of  the 
great  interest  which  it  was  calculated  to 
excite  in  all  classes  of  the  conimunity — 
independently  of  the  vehement  feelings, 
he  might  almost  say  passion,  with  which 
the  present  proposition  was  regarded  by 
its  friends  and  by  its  opponents — inde- 
pendently of  the  extravagant  views  of  be- 
nefit foreseen  on  the  one  hand,  and  of 
danger  apprehended  on  the  other — inde- 
pendently of  all  these  considerations,  he 
could  not  but  recollect  in  whose  place  it 
was  his  lot  to  stand.  For  if,  by  the  in- 
fliction of  Providence,  his  noble  friend 
who  had  lately  been  at  the  head  of  the 
king's  government  had  not  been  rendered 
unable  to  take  part  in  their  lordships*  dii- 
cussions,  upon  him  would  long  since  have 
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devolved  the  duty  of  explaining  the  prin- 
ciple and  the  details  of  the  present  im- 
portant measure.      And  when  he  recol- 
lected the  number  of  years  during  which 
that  noble  lord  had  taken  so  active  and 
distinguished  a   part  in   their  lordships' 
discussions — and  when  he  recollected  the 
capacities  with  which  he  had  been  en- 
dowed, to  explain,  with  a  clearness  and 
distinctness  almost  peculiar  to  himself,  the 
most  difficult  aod  complicated  subjects — 
and  when  he  recollectea  that  there  was  no 
man  in  their  lordships*  House  whose  per- 
sonal and  public  character  had  obtained 
for  him  a  larger  share  of  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  their  lordships,  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  not  to  feel  oppressed  by 
the  weight  of  those  considerations,  and^o 
admit  his  own  immeasurable   inferiority. 
But,  though  he  was  fully  sensible  of  that 
inferiority,  and  though  there  were  many 
reasons  on  account  of  which  he  felt  com-  i 
pelled  to  seek  for  their  lordships'  peculiar 
mdul^nce,  yet  there  was  one  point,  he 
would  venture  to  say,  upon  which  he  did 
not  yield  to  his  noble  triend;    and  that 
was,  in  the  deep  and  sincere  conviction 
which  he  felt,  in  common  with  what  he 
knew  to  have  been  the  sentiments  of  that 
noble  lord,  that  the  present  measure  was 
one  which  was  calculated  to  produce  great 
advantages  to  all  classes  of  ue  king's  sub- 
jects, and  to  no  class,  in  his  judgment,  so 
mttch  as  to  thatclass  to  which  their  lordships' 
belonged,  and  which  looked  up  to  their 
lordships,  as  it  was  natural  and  proper 
they  should,  in  all  cases,  for  protection 
and  support.     He  was  fortided  by  that 
conviction,  which  was  the  result  of  no 
small  consideration  paid  to  this  subject 
by  his  noble  friend ;  and  he  was  not  with- 
out a  strong  hope,   whatever  prejudices 
might  have  prevailed  on  the  subject,  and 
whatever  doubts  might  have  been  enter- 
tained as  to  the  policy  of  the  measure — 
he  had    the  most  sanguine  expectation, 
that  those  prejudices  would  be  overcome, 
and  that  the  present  measure  would  be 
allowed  to  pass  into  a  law.     If  he  was 
fortified  by  what  was  the  conviction  of  his 
noble  friend,  he  had  also  the  satisfaction 
of  being  supported,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, by  those  noble  friends  who  had  re- 
cently become  connected  with  the  king's 
government — a  connexion  which  he  would 
always  maintain  was  founded  on  principles 
which  no  man  could  justly  impeach,  and 
which  enabled  them  to  give  to  their  king 

and  the  country  the  beoefits  of  their 


tinguished  talents,  without  compromising 
their  consistency,  much  less  their  in- 
tegrity, or  lowering  the  dignity  of  their 
character  in  the  eyes  of  their  lordships. 

He  did,  therefore,  presume  to  ask  their 
lordships  to  listen  to  him  with  patience 
and  indulgence,  while  he  endeavoured  to 
explain  the  erounds  upon  which  he  thought 
they  were  all  interested  in  the  success  of 
the  present  measure.  He  knew  that  much 
blame  had  been  cast  upon  his  majesty's 
government,  for  having  agitated  this  ques^ 
tion  at  all.  He  well  knew,  that  there 
were  many  considerations  which  would 
naturally  deter  any  government  from  in- 
terfering with  the  Corn-laws ;  but,  if  go- 
vernment had  interfered,  he  begged  the 
House  to  recollect  circumstances  which 
had  occurred,  since  the  bill  of  1815  was 
passed;  and  he  would  then  call  on  the 
House  to  say,  whether  the  government 
had  wantonly  and  unnecessarily  hastened 
into  the  discussion  of v  this  question  ;  or 
whether  they  had  not  been  compelled,  by 
the  force  of  circumstances  over  which  they 
could  exercise  no  control,  and  of  events 
which  had  directly  originated  among  that 
very  class  of  persons,  who  were  now  the 
most  vehement  opponents  of  the  present 
measure.  After  the  bill  of  1815  had 
passed,  it  came  immediately  into  opera- 
tion ;  and  the  ports  were  closed  until  the 
16th  of  November,  1816.  They  were 
then  opened,  after  one  of  the  worst  har- 
vests known  in  this  country,  and  after  one 
of  the  most  unfavourable  seasons  ever 
known  in  Europe,  and  which  affected  the 
produce  of  com  in  every  part  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  The  ports  remained  open 
from  the  15th  of  November,  1816,  until 
the  15th  of  February,  1818.  The  harvest 
of  181 7  was  a  very  scanty  one;  and,  during 
the  whole  of  the  time  that  the  ports  con- 
tinued open,  and  while  importation  was 
taking  place  to  a  great  extent,  the  price 
of  wheat  continued  at  an  enormous  height, 
until  the  year  1818,  when  the  average  was 
reduced  below  80^.,  and  the  ports  closed 
for  three  months.  They  closed,  he  be- 
lieved, on  the  15th  of  February  in  that 
year,  and  remained  closed  for  no  more 
than  three  months ;  and  the  price  rose  at 
the  cessation  of  importation,  manifestly 
indicating  a  state  of  great  scarcity.  The 
ports  opened  at  the  expiration  of  the  three 
months,  and  remained  opened  until  the 
15th  of  February,  1819.  Now,  the  har- 
vest  of  1818  had  been  of  a  very  different 
oature  fiom  that  of  the  two  piooedioc 
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But»  if  government  was  justified,  and 
compelled  to  take  this  question  into  con- 
sideration,  had  no  other  circumstances 
taken  place  since  the  year  1815,  as  appli- 
cable to  this  subject,  which  placed  the 
question  in  a  predicament,  entirely  new 
and  different  from  the  state  in  which  it 
was  at  the  time  the  law  passed  ?  He  had 
already  alluded  to  circumstances  connected 
with  the  currency.  At  the  time  the  Corn- 
bill  of  1815  passed,  the  act  to  continue  the 
Bank  restriction  also  continued.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  putting  an  end  to 
the  state  of  things  which  existed  before 
produced  immediate  good  or  injury ;  but 
he  knew  that  such  a  state  of  things  as  then 
existed  was  calculated  to  produce  mischief 
of  the  most  serious  consequences.  What- 
ever pressure  the  recurrence  to  a  sound 
system  of  currency  might  have  occasioned, 
no  pressure,  he  thought,  could  be  com- 
pared with  the  danger  and  mischief,  which 
the  continuance  of  the  former  system  was 
likely  to  produce,  and  which  never  would 
have  been  established,  if  its  consequences 
had  been  fully  perceived  :  and  he  hoped 
that  a  measure  of  that  kind  would  be  pro- 
posed, for  he  thought  it  not  proper  to 
obtain  temporal  ease  and  benefit  at  the 
sacrifice  of  permanent  welfare.  The  re- 
currence, however,  to  a  sounder  state  of 
currency  affected  the  Com  question,  be- 
cause the  system  of  1815  was  justified  by 
the  state  of  the  currency,  which  affected 
the  price  of  labour  and  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, and  raised  &e  price  of  every  article. 
The  government  had,  therefore,  delayed 
agitating  the  Com  question,  until  the 
prices  should  be  reduced  to  a  legitimate 
standard  by  the  recurrence  to  a  sound  cur- 
rency ;  with  which  the  Corn  question  was 
connected,  and  upon  which  it  was  neces- 
sary for  it  to  be  founded. 

6ut  there  were  other  points.  He  had 
heard  great  stress  laid  on  the  difficulties 
occasioned  by  our  system  of  taxatbn,  which 
was  founded  on  our  national  debt ;  and  he 
was  ready  to  admit,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  such  a  high  rate  of  taxation  to  exist, 
without  occasioning  a  severe  pressure  on 
the  cost  of  produce.  In  1815,  the  debt, 
and  charges  arising  out  of  it,  amounted  to 
47,000,000/.  What  was  it  now?  Including 
the  same  items  which,  in  the  year  1815, 
amounted  to  47,000,000/.,  the  debt  and 
all  its  charges  at  present  amounted  only  to 
34,000,000/. ;  beuig  a  reduction  of  no  less 
thaa  13,000,000/.,  or  thirty  ner  cent,  on 
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tax  was  in  operation^  and,  without  going 
into  a  long  detail  to  show  how  that  tax 
operated  (or  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural 
interest,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  that 
reduction  operated  to  the  benefit  of  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  by  enabling  them 
to  bring  their  produce  to  market  with  less 
risk. 

Under  the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
country,  their  lordships  were  now  called 
upon  to  look  to  the  Corn-laws,  to  see  if 
their  principle  should  be  maintained  or  not* 
A  most  important  change  had  taken  place 
which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  The 
view  which  his  majesty's  government  had 
taken  of  the  subject,  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  and  the  means  by  which  it  would 
be  -carried  into  effect,  had  been  greatly 
misunderstood,  and  had  excited  the  most 
painful  apprehensions.  It  was  not  a 
question  or  protection  or  no  protection ; 
— it  was  not  a  new  or  unheard  of  theory, 
that  they  were  about  to  recommend. 
It  was  not  the  system  of  a  cold-blooded 
political  economist,  but  a  system  under 
which  the  agriculturkl  interest  had  flou- 
rished. For  he  was  as  ready  to  admit  as 
any  one,  that  it  would  not  do  in  this  coun- 
try to  abandon  the  protection  that  had 
heretofore  been' afforded  to  the  growers  of 
corn.  He  had  no  intention  to  refer  to  any 
abstract  theory.  (t  was  impossible  to 
apply  it  to  such  a  question.  He  was,  there- 
fore, ready  to  give  the  agricultural,  or  any 
other  interest  in  the  kingdom,  such  a  share 
of  protection,  as  would  not  be  injurious  to 
the  other  classes  of  the  community.  He 
repeated,  that  it  vras  not  a  question  of  pro- 
tection or  no  protection ;  and  he  was  sure 
their  lordships  would -see  the  difficulty  of 
fixing  what  that  protection  ought  to  be. 
He  was  therefore  not  now  disposed  to  enter 
into  the  general  reasons  for  supporting  the 
interests  of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  but 
would  at  once  refer  to  the  law  of  1815; 
which  was,  in  fact,  the  greatest  innova- 
tion on  the  Gom-laws  that  had  ever  taken 
place.  •  Until  that  law  passed,  the  prohibi- 
tion of  foreign  com  was  never  known  in 
the  history  of  this  country.  Their  lord- 
ships had  experienced  the  effects  of  that 
law,  but  that  measure,  whether  wise  or  not 
wise,  was  not  now  the  question.  The 
question  was,  whether  it  vras  wise  to  main- 
tain it  So  far  from  the  measure  now  pro- 
posed being  a  new  theory,  it  was  a  system 
under  which  the  agriculture  of  this  Idngdom 
had  flourished  for  upwards  of  a  oentury. 

It  was  Dpti  therefor^i  JQ«t  to  ch«ife  govera* 
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meat  with  bringing  forward  a  theory,  un- 
heard of  before,  when  the  results  of  it  must 
be  in  the  recollection  of  many  of  their  lord- 
ships. He  knew  not  what  political  econo- 
mists might  think  of  the  measure  :  he  could 
not  pretend  to  excessive  wisdom  ;  but  the 
plan  he  now  proposed  was  not  an  unheard- 
of  system — ^was  not  the  speculation  of  any 
cold-blooded  political  economist ;  and  he 
coald  assure  their  lordships,  they  would 
never  find  him  to  advocate  a  change  of  that 
description. 

If,  then,  government  was  not  deserving 
of  reprehension,  but  was  entitled  tp  support, 
for  bringing  this  question  under  considera- 
tion, now  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  were  different  from  those  which 
produced  the  law  of  1815,  which  was 
founded  on  the  principle  of  exclusion  to  a 
certain  price ;  and  if  ne  was  right  in  say- 
ing, that  they  were  oqly  recurring:  to  a 
system  which  for  years  had  existed,  he  had 
come  to  that  point  which  would  require 
him  to  say  a  few  words  to  satisfy  their 
lordships,  that  the  law  proposed  to  be 
altered  involved  results  which  were  preju- 
dicial to  all  classes  of  the  community.  The 
noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  comment  on 
the  effecto  of  the  law  of  1 8 1 5.  The  obiect, 
he  said,  appeared  to  be  alternate  prohibi- 
tion and  unrestrained  importation.  The 
law  of  1822,  as  well  as  that  of  1815,  had 
the  same  effect,  which  made  it  impossible 
for  the  corn-grower,  the  merchant,  or  the 
corn-dealer,  to  know  in  what  situation  he 
was  likely  to  be  placed  by  circumstances 
which  were  alike  beyond  his  control  or  cal- 
culation. The  fact  of  placing  the  import 
price  higher,  although  it  gave  an  artificial 
stimulus  to  the  aericulturists,  of  necessity 
gave  a  corresponding  stimulus  to  all  those 
who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first 
opening  of  the  ports ;  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  for  three  months  they  took  the 
opportunity  of  pouring  into  the  country, 
all  the  com  that  could  be  collected  from 
every  part  of  the  world.  From  the  year 
1815,  to  which  he  alluded,  to  the  15th  of 
November,  1818,  that  opportunity  was 
afforded,  by  the  small  sum  of  two-pence ; 
and  he  would  venture  to  say,  that  no  man 
could  be  found  who  might  not  be  disposed 
to  think,  that  such  an  effect  mieht  be  pro- 
duced by  combination  and  fraud.  All  the 
evidence  which  had  been  obtained  on  that 

auestion  ascertained,  that  the  distress  of 
le  agriculturists,  during  the  years  1820, 
1831,  and   1822,  was  the  result  of  the 
importatioA  whicb  comineooed  in  1815. 
VOL  XVII, 


He  was  sure,  with  such  proof  of  the 
evils  of  this  system,  their  loitiships  would 
see  the  necessity  of  an  alteration  of  the 
present  laws.  No  man  could  fail  to  see 
the  monstrous  evils  resulting  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  under  it.  Suppose  indi- 
cations were  now  to  present  themselves, 
of  an  unfavourable  harvest  during  the  pre- 
sent season,  and  that  the  price  dbould  rise 
to  80«.  per  quarter;  then,  foreign  com 
would  he  admitted  without  limit,  at  a 
time,  of  all  others,  'the  most  injurious  to 
the  small  farmers — the  period  between  har- 
vest and  winter.  The  consequences  no 
man  could  doubt.  The  efiect  of  that  im- 
portation would  be  to  spread  dismay  over 
the  face  of  the  country.  His  objections 
were  founded,  therefore,  on  practical  ex- 
perience, which  had  demonstrated  the 
evils  of  the  present  laws — evils  which  he 
had  never  heard  denied.  It  might  be 
said,  that  they  were  met  by  the  alterations 
of  the  law  in  1822.  That  alteration  ef- 
fected no  such  thing.  What  was  the  law 
of  1822  ?  Their  lordships  would  suppose 
the  question  of  price  disposed  of.  The 
ports  by  that  law  were  closed  till  the  price 
attained  to  70s.  per  quarter ;  they  would 
then  open  at  a  duty  of  17s.  per  quarter  for 
the  first  three  months.  The  object  of  that 
was,  to  check  the  importation.  If  wheat 
could  be,  as  was  stated,  purchased  abroad 
at  the  low  price  of  305.  per  quarter,  with 
lOf.  expenses  added  to  the  duty  of  17s., 
it  would  appear  that  com  could  be  im- 
ported at  57s.  per  quarter,  after  payment 
of  all  expenses,  while  it  would  be  sold  here 
at  the  price  of  70».  So  far,  then,  the  pro- 
tection would  only  occasion  a  further  im- 
portation. If  the  duty  had  been  raised 
nigher,  it  might  operate  as  a  check  ;  but 
that  would  be  contrary  to  the  principle  of 
the  law,  which  assumed,  that  708.  was  the 
price  at  which  foreign  com  should  be  ad- 
mitted. He  could  not,  therefore,  consider 
the  law  of  1822  as  productive  of  any  other 
advantage  over  the  law  of  1815,  except 
mitigating  the  severity  of  it. 

If,  then,  this  system,  which  appeared 
pregnant  with  so  much  inconvenience,  was 
to  be  altered,  what  regulation  could  be 
adopted  ?  It  might  be  proposed  to  afford 
protection  by  fixing  a  high  permanent  duty ; 
and  he  thought  were  was  something  de- 
serving attention  in  the  notion  of  fixing  a 
permanent  duty,  without  reference  to 
averages ;  only  the  danger  was,  that  if 
dieir  lordships  made  it  high  enough  to 

protect  tb^  agriculturist  idiei^  the  piice 
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^Jd  produce  the  most  in- 

^i$  i^    10  ^  ^^^  of  ^e  community 

^^  It^ii/^leoty.  ,  Another  piopoeitjon 

Jfti^^d  »^cil  the  power  of  altering 
5>*^tr  «»*  *^«Djd»S  to  circum»taijce»;-^a 
i0i»j*5jt¥  •<^- considerBd  M  roost  ol?|ec- 
Se3  y^icbi,^^  hand,  of  go- 
f^\^^  "fhflowe'  of  dabbling  with  the 
^tii^^S  if  tbecountry^  power  the 
^^^^ijiief^,^  mid  ia|unouB  which  could 
^'J^  d^'^^^^tSIa  bands  of  aay  ministers — 

^^^  TjWr  own,  they  might  be  forced 
•  ^po^    j,f  the  pressure  of  external  cir* 
y^^^J^,    He  wonld  renture  to  say, 
^/^•^^\fO^  be  impossible  for  any  go- 
^^<    ' jL(  to  continue  an  act  under  such  a 
Z^t^^^   ct  that  any  parliament  would  per* 
^f^|\  countiy  to  laboiur  under  the  evils 
^i  ^^  n  system.     He  was,  then,  unable 
J[  ^^^^eire,  how  a  fixed  rate  of  duty  could 
to  ^^^^beA ;  and  if  their  lordships  did  not 
1^^^  it>  nothing  remained  to  be  done  but 
*^^t«bliih  a  graduated  scale  of  duties ; 
^%  tliftt  was  the  principle  of  the  present 
^,    The  only  difficulty  was,  to  guard 
^gftinst  the  evih  of  the  former  laws. — ^The 
sioble  lord  proceeded  to  state,  that,  aooord* 
iDg  to  the  law  of  1815,  the  transitions 
trere  so  sudden,  and  the  advantages  so 
great  to  all  persons  disposed  to  speculate 
in  the  importation  of  foreign  com,  that  it 
was  impossible  that  any  vigilance  could 
guard  against  frauds  by  fictitious  sales, 
and  the   consequent  sacrifice  of  capital 
which  followed.      The   only  course  that 
could  be  adopted  was  a  graduating  duty, 
which  would  take  away  the  temptation  for 
speculation,  by  lessening  the  profits  to  be 
derived  from  it     He  oould  not  say  what 
effect  might  still  be  produced  on  the  ave* 
rages  by  the  sacrifice  of  capital ;  he  was 
unwilling  to  impose  any  restraint  on  a  free 
trade  in  that  which  was  the  necessary  sub* 
sistence  of  the  people ;  but,  feeling  the 
difficulties  under  which  diey  laboured  fiom 
the  established  lawft-^feeling  the  indispen- 
sable necessity  of  taking  away  from  the 
grower  of  com  the  power  of  inflicting  a 
high  price  in  the  moment  of  scarcity,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  propriety  of  afiording 
him  protection  from  loai  from  the  opem^ 
lion  of  a  low  price  in  the  moment  of 
plenty,  he  thought  their  loidships  ought 
not  to  xej^t  the  present  bill.    He  did  not 
think  it  was  necessary  to  m  into  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  which  woi&  soeak  for  it- 
««)f :  the  principle  w«e  isteUigMe  enough 
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to  $ny  one  who  woukl  take  the  trouble  to 

read  it. 

The  noble  lord  then  said>  that  there  were 
two  points  to  which.he  wished  to  advert, 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  most  extravagant 
expectations  and  fears  tn  the  adversaries  to 
the  present  bill.  The  first  was  with  re- 
gard to  |he  importation  of  foreign  corn 
from  the  port  of  Odeesiu  It  was  from 
that  port  that  this  country  was  to  be  over- 
whelmed with  foreign  corn.  TThe  idea  of 
such  a  supply  of  com  from  Odessa  was  the 
most  visionary  that  could  well  be  imagined, 
by  any  oi^e  at  all  acquainted  with  the  cli- 
mate, the  natural  history,  statistics,  and 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  that 
part  of  the  world.  It  had  been  proved  ia 
evidence,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  a  cargo 
of  wheat  from  Odessa,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  send  a  British  ship,  and  that,  on 
that  voyage,  she  would  be  absent  eight 
months.  Looking  to  the  nature  of  such  a 
speculation,  what  man  would  have  the 
madness  to  embark  in  it  ?  He  therefore 
thought  that  the  idea  of  getting  wheat  from 
Odessa  was  blown  out  of  the  water.  There 
was  not,  he  thought,  the  smallest  proba- 
bility that  any  man  of  sense  would  em- 
bark a  farthing  of  capital  in  the  importa- 
tion of  wheat  from  Odessa,  In  the  next 
place,  it  would  be  found,  that  a  great  pari 
of  the  surplus  wheat,  which  might  be  ob- 
tained at  Odessa,  was  of  that  description 
which  would  be  entirely  unsaleable  in  this 
country ;  and  that,  for  any  surplus  which 
might  be  saleable  in  a  foreign  market, 
there  was  an  ample  demand  in  the^edi- 
teiraneanb  The  British  merchant,  there- 
fore, if  he  went  to  market  there,  must  come 
into  competition  with  the  Italian  mer- 
chants ;  tne  consequence  of  which  would 
be  the  impossibility  of  purchasing  at  that 
low  price  that  would  admit  of  a  remune- 
rating profit  If,  therefore,  they  were 
even  to  rely  on  the  supply  from  Odessa, 
he  could  not  conceive  what  ground  there 
was,  to  suppose  that  an  overwhelming  im- 
portation would  come  from  that  quarter. 

Another  part  of  the  question  on  whkh 
he  wished  to  say  a  few^words  vras,  with  re- 
gard to  importation  of  com  fiom  our  North 
American  provinces*  Thetrlonkhip  would 
recollect,  that  a  bill  had  passed  through 
the  other  House,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
greater  facilities  for  importing  Ibreign  com . 
He  always  thought  it  reasonable,  that 
siich  facilities  sl»uld  be  aftuded  to  our 
own  colonies — ^ta  a  peopfe  who  emanated 
from  the  same  couatry^  spoke  the  same 
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fangoftft,  Adopted  the  sme  kwt,  uid 
woe  Bttlmed  wilb  tht  lame  ariBciplM  of 
•ttiidiiiieiit  to  tko  Throne  of  these  reahns. 
Re  said  hnbiied  with  the  same  principles 
of  attachinefit^  becavsey  when  government 
was  threatened  with  the  tntasion  of  a 
loreign  enemy,  thejkhig  bad  not,  in  any  part 
of  his  dominions,  a  more  loyal  or  more  de- 
voted people.  He  could  not  conceive  on 
what  principle  their  lordships  were  to  treat 
them  as  a  foveiga  oountry.  If  the  colonies 
were  to  he  retamed,  he  would  treat  them 
the  same  as  Ireland,  as  brothers  and  not 
as  demies.  Thai  measure  was  founded 
on  the  fakest  principle ;  and  he  was  happy 
to  see  it  incluaed  in  thie  bill  now  on  the 
table. 

The  noble  lord  said,  that  the  object,  at 
all  tones,  had  been  to  afibrd  the  greatest 
IheOities  for  warehousing  com  in  this 
eonntry.  The  important  oliject  was,  to 
make  this  country  the  emporium,  and  so 
it  had  become ;  and  he  hoped  their  lord- 
ships would  not  be  too  hasty  in  departing 
from  those  principlee;  which,  with  refer- 
ence to  our  external  strength  and  power, 
wouM  be  the  most  powerful  blow  th^  cooM 
strike.  He  trusted  that  they  wouki  pause 
ere  they  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  or  that 
principle,  which  it  had  been  their  object 
to  cherish.  It  was  the  policy  of  the 
Dutch  and  French  pjovemments  to  en- ' 
courage  the  warehousmg  system ;  and  he 
trusted  their  lordships  would  give  every 
facility  to  it  here.  llieiT  lordships,  how- 
ever, would  find,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  keep  corn  out  of  the  country,  and  that 
any  measures  which  might  be  adopted  for 
that  purpose  would  be  attended  with  no 
benefit  to  those  on  whose  behalf  they 
opposed  its  introducUon.  Indeed,  the 
argument  advanced  on  this  subject  was 
most  strange  and  inconsistent.  If  it  was 
argued,  that  they  ought  to  exclude  it 
altogether,  that  was  an  argument  against 
the  principle  of  the  bill  which  ihey  had 
alreadv  agreed  to.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  their  lordships  would  not  by  a  side- 
wind defeat  the  whole  measure,  to  which 
the  House  had  given  its  concurrence.  It 
would  be  better  to  oppose  it  altogether 
upon  principle,  than  to  alter  it  in  a  way 
which  woula  have  the  effect  of  rendering 
it  totally  inoperative. 

He  feared  that  he  had  exhausted  then' 
lordships'  jpatience,  as'  he  had  his  own 
strength.  He  would  therefore  not  attempt 
to  9M  any  thing  more  to  the  statement 

* ''   he  had  addreased  to  the  House, 


aieepl  to  pitssnpim  their  loriships*  aunds 
the  necessity  of  a  fair  and  temperate  dl»* 
cussion  of  this  most  important  subject. 
He  had  beheld  with  regiet,  on  leceat 
occasions,  a  greater  denee  of  warmth  and 
excitement  than  accorded  with  the  digltity 
of  their  lordships'  House.  He  trusted  that 
such  would  not  be  the  case  on  the  prssest 
occasion — that  their  lordships  would  not 
tieat  the  question  as  a  party  one.  Th^ir 
lordships  might  naturally  be  induced  to 
consider  themselves  as  the  representatives 
of  a  particular  class  of  persons  [Cries  oC 
<*  No"].  It  was  natural  that  they  should ; 
nor  was  it  anv  reproach  to  them  if  they 
did.  It  was  the  my  essence  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  country,  that  the  aristo- 
cracy should  be  connected  with  the  land. 
But  he  would -not,  therefore,  do  them  the 
injustice  to  suppose  that,  because  the 
agriculturists  looKed  up  to  them  for  support, 
or  even  protection,  they  would  lose  sight  of 
the  claims  of  every  other  class.  It  would 
be  a  libel  upon  the  chaiaoter  of  their  lord- 
ships— ^upon  the  chamcterof  English  gen- 
tlemen— to  suppose  that  their  lordraips 
would  be  actuated  by  any  other  motives, 
in  the  consideration  of  this  question,  than 
a  desire  to  adopt  that  course  which  they 
b^ieved,  in  thenr  consciences,  was  the  best 
cidculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  all. 
He  should  feel  deep  regret  if  their  lord- 
ships did  not  accede  to  this  measure ;  be- 
cause he  believed  it  to  be  most  essential  to 
the  interests  of  the  country.  If  he  did 
not  consider  it  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  every  class  of  his  felfow-subjects, 
he  would  not  be  found  advocating  it.  The 
interests  of  the  agriculturists  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  guarded ;  but  their  lordships 
would  remember,  that  there  were  other 
classes  whose  interests  were  also  at  stake, 
and  who  had  claims  upon  their  considera- 
tion, particularly  at  present;  for  their 
lordships  were  aware  of  the  great  pressure 
of  distress  which  they  had  endured  for 
some  time  past.  Never  did  he  recollect 
distress  to  press  so  heavily,  and  produce 
so  little  complaint.  In  a  period  of  suffering 
like  this,  their  feelings  might  have  been 
wrought  upon,  and  theirpessions  inflamed ; 
but,  so  far  from  that,  they  had  borne  with 
fortitude  and  resignation,  privations  which, 
not  unnaturally,  might  have  excited  their 
warmest  feelings.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say,  however,  that  it  was  to  the  existing 
Corn-laws,  that  any  portion  of  the  present 
distress  was  to  be  ascribed.  At  the  same 
time,  he  felt  assured,  that,  in  the  saccess 
»K3 
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of  (his  measure,  the  interests  of  every  class 
of  the  people  were  included. 

The  Earl  of  Mcdmesbury^  after  express- 
ing his  deep  regret  that  the  noble  earl, 
recently  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  was 
not  present  to  prosecute  the  measure  he 
had  introduced,  declared  that  no  party 
spirit  should  govern  his  conduct.  He 
entreated  the  House  to  look  upon  the 
present,  not  as  a  party,  but  as  a  national, 
question,  which  embraced  the  interests  of 
all  classes  of  the  community.  As  to  the 
coalition  between  noble  lords  on  one  side 
of  the  House  or  the  other,  he  was  certainly 
not  disposed  to  express  any  opinion ;  but, 
if  he  had  been,  this  was  not  the  moment 
he  should  have  selected.  When  the 
bickerings  and  heart-burnings  of  the 
present  day  had  subsided — ^when  the  events 
of  the  last  six  weeks,  which  had  attracted 
so  much  attention,  had  been  forgotten — 
when  the  individuals  who.  were  concerned 
in  them  were  mouldering  in  their  graves, 
the  country  would  deeply  feel  the  effects 
of  the  system  now  attempted  to  be  estab- 
lished. The  moment  the  legislature  de- 
parted from  the  great  principles  which 
ought  to  govern  what  was  commonly  called 
the  Corn-question,  the  country  sooner  or 
later  must  suffer  the  consequences  of  the 
deviation .  He  had  hoped  that  the  opinion 
of  the  House  would  have  been  taken, 
before  the  plan  was  embodied  in  a  bill ; 
and,  for  this  reason,  also,  he  regretted 
that  the  resolutions  of  lord  Liverpool  had 
not,  in  the  first  instancy,  been  brought 
forward.  He  now  opposed  the  bill  on 
principle,  which  had  its  true  origin  in  a 
speech  delivered  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  March,  1825.  Then 
it  was  that  Pandora's  box  had  been  opened 
— then  it  was  that  the  doctrines  of  free 
trade  had  been  broached,  and  those 
doctrines  had  been  applied  to  grain.  He 
dated  the  measure  now  offered  from  that 
period ;  and  wished,  in  the  outset,  to  be 
informed  why  the  noble  viscount,  who 
supported  the  bill  of  1815,  now  abandoned 
it ;  and  whv  he  objected  at  present  to  the 
restrictions  he  then  advocated?  He  was 
not  a  stickler  for  the  existing  law.  He 
had  been  willing  to  meet  the  noble  vis- 
count, and  to  adopt  such  changes  as 
would  render  the  system  more  perfect ; 
but,  if  all  the  evils  the  noble  viscount 
had  detaQed  existed  in  1815,  and  had 
been  cx)nunucd  until  1822,  why  in  1822 
had    he   persevered  in  the  principle  of 
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those  evils  must  then  have  been  before  his 
eyes ;  and  the  noble  viscount,  on  taking  a 
review  of' them  this  eveninjg;,  had  minutely 
detailed  the  facts  up  to  Uie  year  1822, 
but  had  omitted  them  afterwards.  He 
(lord  M.)  had  very  anxiously  watched  for 
the  expression  of  some  opinion  on  the 
operation  of  the  existing  system  since 
1822 ;  but  he  had  watched  in  vain ;  and 
in  order  to  supply  the  deficiency,  he  would 
state  to  the  House  the  average  prices  of 
wheat  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  llie 
average  on  the  whole  five  years,  since 
1822,  was  barely  56s.  per  quarter :  it  had 
never  been  higher  than  66$.^  and  never 
lower  than  5 Is.  9c^.  As  the  average  was 
only  56«.,  on  the  principle  of  the  noble 
viscount,  that  price  was  too  low ;  since  it 
was  admitted  by  him,  that  60s.  was  not 
more  than  a  remunerating  price.  If  there 
was  aiiy  blame  arising  out  of  these  trans- 
actions, it  belonged  to  those  who  had  been 
tampering  with  the  existing  system ;  and, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  it  was  surpris- 
ing that  it  had  worked  at  all.  What  had 
been  done  since  1822?  The  first  thing 
was  the  passing  of  that  bill,  commonly 
called  Peel's  bill,  respecting  the  currency. 
This  was  i<41pwed  by  the  Canada  Corn- 
bill,  passed  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  present 
law.  The  noble  viscount  had  been  wairm 
upon  the  last  measure,  and  had  complained 
of  wild  and  groundless  apprehenaions  from 
importations  which  last  year  had  not  ex- 
ceeded twenty-six  thousand  quarters.  He 
admitted  the  fact;  but,  when  the  noble 
viscount  compared  Ireland  with  Canada, 
he  might  have  seen  how  the  importations 
from  Ireland  had  increased  within  a  few 
years,  and  might  have  judged  from  thence 
how,  in  as  short  a  space,  they  might  in- 
crease from  Canada.  In  1807,  the  im- 
portation of  corn  from  Ireland  was  only 
forty-five  thousand  quarters ;  in  1808,  it 
was  only  forty-three  thousand.  In  1809, 
it  increased  to  sixty-six  thousand  quarters ; 
and,  between  that  year  and  1821,  the 
quantity  rose  to  no  less  than  five  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  quarters,  or  ten  times 
its  former  amount.  The  same  thing  might 
happen  with  regard  to  Canada.  Iht 
population,  certainly,  was  not  equal  in 
Doth ;  but  this  was  rather  a  reason  for  not 
encouraging  Canada  versus  Ireland.  Ano- 
ther point  was  material.  Canada  at  pre- 
sent exported  a  considerable  quantity  of 
produce  to  the  West  Indies :  but,  if  by  any 
accident  the  United  States  interfered,  and 
furnished  the  West  Indies  at  a  obo^vr 
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xtde,  the  produce  thev  could  not  sell  there, 
the  Canadians  might  transmit  to  this 
country. — He  remembered  a  noble  lord 
remarking,  that  if  he  followed  his  own 
inclination,  there  should  be  no  duty  at  all 
upon  grain  from  Canada.  Now,  the 
mother  country  certainly  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected in  preKrence  to  the  colonies ;  for 
the  mother  country  was  taxed  far  beyond 
her  colonies.  But  the  Canada  Corn-bill 
was  not  the  last  measure  which  tampered 
with  the  existing  system.  GoTemment 
had  released  all  the  com  that  for  several 
years  had  been  in  bond,  and  this  without 
rhyme  or  reason.  In  the  year  following, 
a  noble  baron  had  asked  the  noble  earl, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  when  he 
meant  to  bring  forward  the  Corn-question  ? 
The  answer  was,  that  he  should  introduce 
it  in  the  manner  which  was  most  conve- 
nient, and  at  the  time  when  it  was  most 
likely  to  succeed.  The  year  1826  was 
gone  through  under  the  declaration,  that 
nothing  was  to  be  done  to  disturb  the 
existing  Corn-laws.  Half  a  dozen  times 
the  question  had  been  asked,  and  as  many 
times  answered,  that  it  was  not  meant  to 
alter  it.  "  Do  you  mean  to  let  out  the 
bonded  com  ?"  was  the  next  inquiry ;  and 
the  distinct  and  repeated  answer  was 
"  Certainly  not."  A  noble  friend,  in 
reference  to  the  disturbances  in  the 
northern  parts  of  England,  had  put  the 
question,  whether  government  intended  to 
advance  any  public  money  for  the  relief  of 
the  distressed  ?  What  had  been  the 
answer  of  the  noble  earl  (Liverpool)  ? 
''  That  he  did  not  mean  to  grant  any  of 
the  public  money ;  but  left  the  distressed 
to  the  charity  of  the  public.*'  He  had  not 
left  them  to  that  charity  in  vain  ;  and  the 
so-much-abused  agriculturists  had  con- 
tributed their  full  share.  The  most  ma- 
terial part  of  the  noble  earl's  answer  came 
afterwards,  when  he  said,  that  he  meant 
to  bring  forward  two  measures — the  one 
to  let  out  all  the  wheat  in  bond  in  the 
kingdom,  and  the  other  to  give  govern- 
ment the  power  to  admit  five  hundred 
thousand  quarters,  whenever  it  was  con- 
sidered expedient.  The  five  hundred 
thousand  quarters  had,  in  fact,  never  been 
brought  into  the  market;  but  they  had 
hung  like  a  black  cloud  over  it,  and  had 
occasioned  a  depression  of  four  or  ^ve 
shillings  per  quarter.  This  was  followed 
by  the  Order  in  Council  as  to  wheat — a 
very  proper  measure,  only  he  wished  it  had 
be^  extended  to  oati,  barley,  and  paas. 


I  Afterwards,  the  importation  of  them  had 
been  allowed.  He  had  already  said,  that 
he  was  not  a  stickler  for  the  existing  law  : 
adhering  to  the  principle,  he  would  have 
corrected  the  machinerv,  and,  among 
other  regulations,  he  would  have  admitted 
foreign  grain  by  instalments.  Suppose  the 
average  were  taken .  monthly,  and  that 
average,  in  September,  were  66^.,  he  would 
then  allow  a  quantity  of  wheat  to  .be 
brought  into  home  consumption,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  thousand  quarters. 
If,  in  October,  the  average  still  remained 
at  66s,,  he  would  admit  a  further  quantity 
of  three  hundred  thousand  quarters  of 
wheat ;  and  so  on  as  long  as  the  price 
continued  high.  Thus,  in  five  months,  as 
much  gprain  would  be  imported,  as  had 
been  yet  brought  in  under  any  act.  The 
principal  advantage  would  be,  that  the 
danger  of  a  glut  threatened  by  the  bill 
now  offered  would  be  avoided;  so  that 
such  a  remedy  might  properly  be  called  a 
national  alternative. — If  he  did  not  object 
to  the  present  measure  on  principle,  he 
should  complain  of  it  as  a  regular  Money 
bill.  It  imposed  a  revenue  duty  upon  the 
first  article  of  subsistence.  A  noble  lord 
had  well  said,  that  the  motto,  as  applied 
to  grain,  ought  to  be,  ''  noli  me  tangere ;" 
but  the  present  was  strictly  a  Commercial 
bill,  and  he  maintained,  that  com  ought  not 
to  be  treated  as  an  article  of  commerce  and 
barter.  In  opposition  to  the  preamble,  he 
insisted  that  corn  should  not  at  all  times  be 
allowed  to  be  introduced  into  the  country. 
He  objected  to  the  bill  also,  because  it 
contained  a  reciprocity  clause,  which 
ought  not  to  be  applied  to  grain. .  If  the 
country  were  reduced  to  the  state  of 
wanting  bread,  no  earthly  restriction,  no 
reciprocity  clause,  ought  to  delay  its  intro- 
duction. If  it  were  not  wanted,  not  a 
bushel  ought  to  be  permitted  to  be  im- 
ported. There  ought  to  be  an  implied 
contract  between  the  consumer  and  the 
grower.  "  I  will  buy  my  food  of  you,  as 
long  as  you  supply  me  upon  fair  and  rea- 
sonable terms ;  but  when  you  cannot  do 
so,  I  will  go  elsewhere."— He  would  now 
advert  to  the  remunerating  price ;  and  ha 
must  complain,  in  the  first  mstanoe,  that 
the  bill  bore  on  its  face  a  different  charac- 
ter to  that  which,  when  analysed,  it  ap- 
peared to  deserve.  It  was  the  professed 
object  of  government  to  gif e  the  grower 
the  remunerating  price  of  OOs.  per  quarter : 
that  was  the  lowest  sum  that  would  pay, 
but  still,  if  that  were  secured  to  the  finoMv 
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he  wmM  bt  aUMed.    Bnt,  if  dieoi^ect 
BBilly  «ii  to  giffe  a  vemunexaliiig  pri«e  of 
60s.  wky  ms,  chat  nude  the  poiat  of  de- 
puture  in  the  new  piui  ?    Dr.  Kelly  had 
dravA  up  aome  aecwrate  tal^  regarding 
the  {tfioes  at  whadi  grain  ooald  be  grown 
ahroadyandtheeaqpcaMeaof  importalion.  It 
appeared  from  tkmn,  that  in  18526  the  ave- 
rage eoat  of  wheat  at  DantEic,  was21s.6il. 
the  charge  of  oonvcffing  it  to  I^ndon  was 
12tf.  per  qnaiter,  aaad  adding  305.  for  the 
duty,  it  c<Mihi  heaold  te  53s.  6<L  per  quar- 
ter, while  English  wheat  was  at60<.,leaving 
the  merahant  a  pcofitof  5s.  6<L  per  ouarter. 
From  liebau  it  might  be  imported  for  dOs. 
and  from  Koniigtburgh  at  the  same  price ; 
ao  that,  with  the  addition  of  20s.  for  the 
dttty,  10s.  per  qnaiter  wonkl  be  left  for 
the  profit  of  the  importer*    This  did  not 
look  mach  hke  giving  the  British  agricul- 
turist protection  to  the  entent  of  60s,  per 
quarter.     A  paper  npon  the  taMe  shewed 
the  weekly  average  priee  of  wheal,  for  the 
iaat  fonr  years,    llie  Hoaae  was  aware, 
that,  for  every  shilling  which  the  average 
rose,  2s.  were  dednded  from  the  amount 
of  the  duty ;  and  he  thoaght,  that  a  pre- 
mium upon  speculation  was  thus  offered. 
Now  how  many  times  in  four  years  had 
the  weekly  average  been  at  or  near  60s.  ? 
In  1823,  the  average  price  of  wheat  had 
been  remarkably  low,  only  5 Is.  9d. ;  yet, 
in  that  same  year  it  vras  twice  at  63s.,  and 
seven  times  at  60f .      Hence,  under  the 
new  syafeem,  it  might  have  been  introduced 
twice  at  a  duty  of  only  16s.,  though  the 
average  on  the  whole  year  was  only  51  s. 
9d.     In  1824,  the  average  price  vras  62s. 
and  it  was  thirteen  times  at  65s.  and  up- 
wards.   The  duty  on  importation  would, 
therefore,  have  been  reduced  to  only  lOs. 
and  8s.  per  quarter.     At  that  date,  there 
wera    six     hundred    thousand    quarters 
of   wheat   under    the  king's    lock,    and 
no  less  than   thirteen    tiroes    in    1824, 
that  quantity  of  wheat  might  have  been 
poured  in  at  a  duty  of  only  1  Os.  and  8s. 
per  quarter.     Under  these  circumstances, 
it  was  ridiculous   to    talk  of  securing 
to  the  grower  a  remunerating  price  of  60s. 
In  1825,   thera  was  no  week  in  which 
wheat  was  not  fW>m  60s.  to  68s.  per  quar- 
ter ;  and  in  the  last  year  the  avera^  was 
669,  1  Id.,  and  eight  times,  it  had  been 
60s.  and  61s.    This  afforded  a  clear  proof, 
that  under  the  new  system,  if  the  scale  of 
ministers  was  adopted,  foraign  importa- 
tums  might  be  mada  to  an  immense  extent, 
•ttA  !•  the  mctfemt  dMimealof  the  home. 
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grower. — But  the  flubfeet  pfosentad  iisdf 
in  another  point  <^  view.    It  had  been 
said,  that  these  efeds  had  not  been  pro« 
dueed  by  natural  means  only — that  artifi- 
cial expedients  had  been  resorted  lo ;  and 
that  the  markets  had  been  affected  by  in- 
dividuals who  had  gone  into  them  with 
comparatively  small  capital.     He  hoped 
that  the  rates  of  price  and  duty  would  at 
least  be  made  the  same ;  and  that  whera 
the  one  was  raised  but  It.,  the  other  would 
be  lowered  in  the  same  proportion.    Thera 
vras  another  evil  likely  to  result  ftom  the 
admission  of  foreign  grain  into  this  coun- 
try, arising  out  of  the  very  good  qualit?  of 
Dantsic  corn,  which  was  equal  to  the  best 
Essex,  while  it  couM  be  grown  at  a  lower 
price — a  Aiet  which  rendered  it  highly  pro^ 
bablethat  Dantsic  corn,  at  a  small  duty, 
would  be  imported  in  such  quantities  as 
lo  ruin    the  industrious   farmcra  of  the 
county  he  had  mentioned .    Did  they  want 
a  proof  of  that  probability,  he  called  on 
them  to  look  to  the  effect  produced  on 
the  wool  trade  by  the  admittance  of  the 
importation  of  tnat  article.      That  was 
another  reason  which  deterred  him  from 
consenting  to  the  present  bill. — He  would 
now  say  a  few  words  upon  the  importation 
of  com  from  Odessa,  which  was  supposed 
by  some  persons  to  be  enormous.     For 
himself,  he  did  not  fear  that  importation ; 
but  he  looked  with  ap][nthen8ion  to  one 
nearer  home.    To  explam  what  he  meant, 
he  would  refer  their  lordships  to  a  report 
made  to  the  king  of  the  Netherlands  in 
1822.    In  that  report,  it  vras  stated,  that 
Holland  had  been  the  great  emporium  of 
grain,  collected  firom  the  ports  on  the  bor- 
deiB  of  the  Baltic.    When  a  call  had  been 
made  from  any  parts  of  the  Mediterranean 
for  com  from  tne  north,  it  had  formerly 
been  shipped  at  the   ports  of  Holland; 
but  now   a   little  Turkish    village    had 
started  up  into  a  town  of  importance, 
and  monopolised  the  trade  of  the  Medi- 
terranean; having  exported  to   different 
places   from   there  nine   hundred  thou- 
sand Quarters  of  com,    within   a  period 
in  which  the  exportation  from  Holland 
had   not   been     half    so    considerable. 
After  stating  that  fact,  what  did  the  re- 
port go  on  to  say  !    Why,  that  the  corn 
thus  left  in  the  ports  of  Holland  was  liable 
to  be  thrown  back  at  any  moment  upon 
the  country,  unless  those  laws  which  pre* 
vented  its  importation  Into  England  were  r«« 
pealed ;  ana  when  they  were,  and  not  till 
then,  HcUaod  would  be  relieved  ffom  it* 
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bofUnii.    He  called  upon  noble  lords  to  [  ^ieh  wss  fbrnied  by  the  kit  five  yean  of 


mark  ^1  that  passage  in   the  report; 
and  then  to   say,  whether  they  did  not 
i^ree  with  him,  that  it  was  to  be  feared 
that  the   com   of  the  Baltic   would   be 
poured  into  this  country. — Another  sub- 
ject, to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion  of  their  lordships,   related   to  the 
power  of  production  among  the  nations  of 
the   continent.     That   power  had  been 
recently  manifested  to  an   extraordinary 
degree  in  the  article  of  oats.     Upon  that 
subject  there  existed  much  ignorance  in 
this  countrt.    After  the  orders  in  council 
were  issued  by  his  majesty's  goremment 
last  year,  there  had  been  a  strong  feeimg 
in  the  country,  that  a  full  supply  could  not 
be  obtained  Aom  the  continent.     There 
had  been  as  great  a  drought  in  the  other 
nations  of  Europe  as  in  England ;   and, 
as  the  crops  of  oats  had  been  generally 
tery  small  here,  and  in  many  places  had 
fhiled  altop;ether,  It  was  supposed  that 
the  same  circumstance  would  be  found  to 
have  occurred  in  the  nations  on  the  conti- 
nent.   Yet,  what   was   the   fact?     Al- 
though the  average  price  then  was  hardly 
M.  higher  than  what  it  was  at  this  mo« 
ment,   there  had  been,   within  the  last 
six  months,   no  less    a   quantity   than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  quarters 
of  oats  introduced  into  this  country,  and 
the    importation  within  the  last   month, 
amounted  to  fbrty  eight  thousand  quar- 
ters.   These  fkcts  shewed  how  difTerently 
the  productive   powers  of  the  continent 
ou?ht  to  have  been  estimated ;  and  how 
litue  the  people  of  this  country  had  been 
capable  of  estimating  them,  when  they 
feared  an  inadequate  supply.    The  enor- 
mous importation  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
was  going  on  at  this  moment  as  rapidly  as 
during  any  part  of  the   precedmg    six 
months. — His  lordship  next  adverted  to 
the  warehousing  system  as  applied  to  com ; 
which,  he  admitted,  might  be  good  as  to 
the  purposes  of  re-exportation,  to  which 
the  noble  viscount  had  alluded ;  though  in 
other  respects  be  thought  it  an  abominable 
svstem.    One  of  the  circumstances  which 
did  not  seem  to  be  properly  considered, 
was  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  land — 
a  depreciation  which,  he  thought,  would 
be  so  increased  by  the  proposed  measure, 
as  to  bring  the  landlords  to  ruin.    That 
depreciation  might  be  found  in  an  account 
of  the  average  prices  of  British  grain  during 
the  last  seventeen  yeats.    That  period  he 
httd  divided  into  three  series;  the  first  ct 


the  war,  and  the  remainiiig  twelve  years 
he  had  divided  into  two  equal  portions. 
In  the  last  five  years  of  the  war,  the 
average  price  was  99s.    In  the  first  air 
years  of  the  peace,  the  average  was  76f« 
oeing  a  diminution  of  twoity-three  per 
cent ;  a  diminution  whidi  was  naturally  to 
be  looked  for,  as  the  oonseqneooe  of  a 
transition  from  war  to  peace,  and  a  change 
of  system  throughout  the  political  relatkma 
of  the  country.    In  the  second  six  years 
of  the  peace,  the  average  had  been  56«* 
Now,  he  called  on  tiiehr  lordshipe  to  look 
at  the  difference  between  99s.  and  5€«. 
and  they  must  see  that  the  interest  of  the 
landed  proprietors  had  sustained  a  de^ 
preciatiott  of  forty-four  per  cent.     *nie 
right  rev.  prelates  opposHe,  who  intended 
to  give  their  suppcnrt  to  the  present  bill, 
were,    of  course,  prsparedl   to   make  a 
sacrifice  of  their  own  intefeste  on  Ihia  oc-^ 
casion ;  but  he  begged  to  remind  ttem, 
that  they  ought  to  look  upon  themselves  aa 
the  guardians  of  the  paroi^i^  elergy.  Gon«* 
sidering  their  responsibility  ii»  that  tesp^et^ 
he  called  on  them  to  look  closely  into 
this  bill,  before  they  gave  their  aseent  to 
it.      Parliament   had  rery  properly  m* 
creased  the  stipends  of  that  body  e#  meii^ 
and  large  sums  had  been  voted  by  the 
country,  for  that  potpose ;   he  therefbre 
called  OA  their  lordships  to  pause  beifore 
they  passed  a  bill,  which  would  injure 
those  interests  they  had  befbre  tried  to 
protect.     The  peers  of  Scotland  would 
state  better  than  he  could  the  erils  whk^li 
might*  result  from  the  measure  ta  the 
clergy  of  their  country  t  he  should,  the»e« 
fore,  merely  allude  to  that  part  of  the 
subject.    He  thought,  however,  that  with 
respect  to  averages,   Seotland  ought  to 
be  included  in  the  present  system ;  and  a 
fortiori,  in  the  one  now  proposed,  if  \t 
should  pass  into  a  law.    The  noble  lord 
intreated  the  House  to  consider  the  great 
magnitude  of  the  question.    Their  lord- 
shins  were  the  hereditary  protectors  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.    They 
had  been  appealed  to  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, to  come  forward  and  do  their  duty^ 
and  he  hoped  that  the  appeal  would  not 
have  been  made  in  vain.     He  should  sit 
down  by  moving,  "  That  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted tnis  day  three  months.'' 

The  Earl  of  Rosebery  was  desirous  of 
expressing  his  sentiments  on  a  subject -s(l 
important  as  that  of  the  Cora -laws.  He 
thought  that  there  were  errof»on  the  sMo 
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of  the  opposers  as  well  as  the  advocated  of 
the  present  system,  but  was  disposed  to 
support  the  bill  now  before  their  lordships. 
The  6rst  point  to  which  he  sliould  call  their 
attention  was  the  assumption,  that  it  was  a 
great  hardship  to  force  the  poorer  orders 
to  eat  dear  bread;  and  that  their  con- 
dition would  be  improved,  in  the  same 
proportion  as  ^  price  of  corn  was  reduced. 
if  the  price  oF^food  was  permanently  re- 
duced, assuming  that  ^e  supply  and  de- 
mand of  labour  continued  the  same,  wages 
would  be  lowered  in  proportion.  Thus, 
the  manufacturer  would  not  gain,  while 
the  agriculturist  must  have  his  condition 
decidedly  deteriorated,  by  the  vast  im- 
portation of  foreign  grain.  The  second 
principle  adopted  by  persons  who  ad- 
vocated the  new  system — a  principle  which 
^he  considered  erroneous,  because  pushed 
into  an  extreme — was,  that  farmers  and 
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and  eighteen  thousand  quarters  of  fonBign 
wheat  had  been  admitted  into  this  country. 
This  fact  proved  that  the  exclusive  system 
could  not  be  maintained.— Having  taken 
some  of  the  extreme  pointe  upon  both 
sides,  he  was  at  liberty  to  say,  that  he 
thought  the  present  bill  stood  between 
both  extremes,  and  was  calculated  to 
benefit  all  classes  of  the  community,  one 
branch  of  which  could  not  suffer  without 
another  being  sure  to  suffer  in  its  turn. 
One  advantage  had  been  derived  already, 
from  the  very  introduction  of  the  bill.  It 
had  conciliated  the  animosities  previously 
existing  between  two  interests,  that  ought 
never  to  be  separated— the  agricultural 
and  commercial.  He  was  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  say,  that  tliese  classes  had  been 
set  in  array  against  each  other;  but  he 
confidently  hoped,  that  the  present  mea- 

«...  «.  c*«««.^ ^.  .^«.  .- ™  .  sure  would  have  the  effect  of  reconciling 

landlords  were  as  deeply  interested  in  hav- I  them.— He    should    now    muntain    tiiat 
ing  the  price  of  com  low,  as  the  rest  of  |  principle,  which  he  considered  as  forming 
the  community.     He  thought  that  the  j  the  best  basis  for^und  legidat^^^ 
entire  proposition  was  unsound;  he  did       '•-'•''—"- 
not  bdieve  it  was  true,  that  the  vendor 
of  grain  was  interested  in  the  cheapness  of 
the  commodity ;  at  the  same  time  he  ad- 
mitted, that  farmers  were  more  interested 
in  obtaining  an  advance  on  the  price  of 
com   than   landlords.       He  should   only 
trouble  their  lordships   with    one    other 
doctrine  of  the  same  side  of  the  question, 
which  he  considered  equally  erroneous ;  it 
was  the  proposition,  that  to  place  a  large 
portion  of  the  population  in  a  state  entirely 
dependent  on  the  foreigner  for  a  supply  of 
corn*  would  be,  to  produce  that  compodity 
at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  if  the  entire  popula- 
tion were  oblieed  to  depend  upon  the 
supply  afforded  by  this  country.     This 
would  be  placing  a  large  body  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  mercy  of  the  foreign  grower ; 
and  would,  no  doubt,  be  disadvantageous 
to  the  supply  which  could  be  brought  into 
the  markets. — He  had  troubled  their  lord- 
ships with  some  doctrines  adopted  by  one 
side,  which  he  considered  exaggerated,  and 
of  which  he  disapproved ;  he  should  not 
detain  them  long  with  a  few  remarks  upon 
some  opposite  opinions,  equally  erroneous. 
It  could  easily  be  proved,  that  the  existing 
law  was  only  to  be  maintained  by  con- 
stant relaxations  and  changes.    The  law 
of  1815,  and  1822,  had  been  justly  stated 
to  be  one  and  the  same.     Within  the 
space  of  not  quite  five  years,  which  had 
elapsed  subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the 
law  of  1892,  three  million,  three  hundred 


subject  of  the  Corn-trade.    This  pruiciple 
tallied  so  entirely  with  that  of  the  bill  be- 
fore their  lordships,   that  he  felt  it  im- 
possible, in  stating  it,  not  to  give  his  en- 
tire assent  to  the  measure,  and  to  convert 
the  statement  into  an  argument  conclusive 
in  favour  of  the  bill.     The  principle  he 
was  disposed  to  advocate  was,  to  fix  such 
a  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  grain, 
as  would  at  once  protect  the  fanner  and 
the  land-owner  from  ruin  and  injury,  and 
preserve  the  consumer  from  the  mischief 
that  must  ensue,  if  he  were  entirely  de- 
pendent for  support  upon  foreign  countries. 
At  the  same  time,  by  regulating  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  com,  according  to 
the  price  of  home  produce,  any  thing  like 
scarcity  would  be  prevented.    This  was  a 
better  system  than  the  existing  one  ;  which 
made  it  frequently  necessary  to  resort  to 
the  interposition  of  parliament,  or  govern- 
ment— an    interposition   always   delicate, 
and  sometimes  mischievous.      Now  this 
was  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  on  this 
ground  he  felt  bound  to  support  it.     He 
had  looked  at  the  scale  of  duties  proposed, 
with  great  attention.      Perhaps  in    the 
original  schedule  the  price  of  oats  and 
barley  were  not  in  proportion  to  that  oi 
wheat ;   but  these  two  had  been  subse- 
quently altered.     If  it  required  any  bx^- 
ment  to  shew  the  fallacy  of  fears  which 
existed  in  the  minds  of  many,  it  might  be 
found  in  what  they  had  all  witnessed  since 
September  last,  when  foreign  oats  weread- 
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miUfid  into  our  ports.  They  had  already 
been  admitted  to  an  enormous  amount, 
and,  as  the  noble  lord  stated,  the  importa- 
tion was  going  on  at  this  moment,  to  a 
great  extent.  Yet  it  had  not  considerably 
lessened  the  price  of  the  commodity  in  the 
home  market.  The  fact,  that  upwards  of 
a  million  quarters  had  been  introduced,  at 
a  duty  of  2s.,  and  that  the  duty  levied  at 
the  present  hour  was  not  more  than  Bd. — 
a  duty  which  was  merely  nominal,  while 
the  price  of  the  grain  in  question  was 
higher  than  bost  persons  could  desire  it  to 
be-— was  the  strongest  argument  in  favour 
of  the  proposed  law.  At  the  same  time, 
there  were  some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  which  appeared  to  him  susceptible  of 
improvement.  His  impression  was,  that 
there  were  certain  parts,  a  proper  altera- 
tion of  which,  at  a  proper  moment,  would 
tend  to  its  amendment.  But  he  did,  at 
the  same  time,  distinctly  avow  his  de- 
cision to  be;  that  if  the  measure  were  of 
that  peculiar  nature,  that  the  alteration 
of  any  of  its  clauses,  although  desirable, 
would  endanger  the  success  of  the  bill,  he 
would  not  be  a  party  to  this  indirect  mode 
of  overthrowing  measure,  the  fundamental 
principles  of  which  fully  met  his  views. 

The  Earl  of  Mansfield  rose,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stating  his  objections  to  the  bill. 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  some  altera- 
tion of  the  Corn-laws  was  desired  by  all 
classes  of  the  community— by  the  commer- 
cial and  manufacturing  interests,  for  rea- 
sons which  were  sufficiently  known ;  and 
by  the  agriculturists,  because  the  protec- 
tion promised  by  these  laws  was  not  at- 
tended by  the  intended  effects.  Tlieir  re- 
peal was  desired  by  the  labouring  classes 
ffenerally;  because,  from  it  they  looked 
for  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  bread,  with- 
out a  corresponding  reduction  in  the  rate 
of  wages.  The  objections  of  tlie  agricul- 
turists were  not  directed  against  the  prin- 
ciple, but  against  the  operation,  of  the 
law ;  and,  for  its  defects,  they  conceived  an 
adequate  remedy  might  be  found.  He 
objected  to  the  present  bill,  because  it  did 
not  afford  proper  protection  to  the  agricul- 
turist. He  thought  the  best  protection 
for  the  British  agriculturist  was  to  be 
found  in  the  exclusion  of  foreign  grain, 
ejLcept  in  times  of  scarcity — ^that  scarcity 
to  be  denoted  by  the  price  of  com  in  the 
home  market.  What  he  proposed,  he 
was  satisfied  would  be  beneficial  to  all 
classes  of  the  community.  There  were 
two  defects  in  the  bill  of  1815,  which  re- 


mamed  unaltered  in  that  of  1822.  The 
first  was  an  ineffectual  protection  afforded 
to  oats ;  the  price  of  which  ought  to  be 
kept  up  to  30s.  or  32s,  The  second  de- 
fect was  in  respect  to  the  averages.  View- 
ing importation  as  only  justifiable  in  case 
of  scarcity,  he  objected  to  taking  the  ave- 
rages in  some  particular  districts,  without 
reference  to  the  whole  country.  It  was 
inconsistent  to  deprecate  4Barcity  as  an  evil, 
and  assume  its  existence  on  inadequate 
information.  What  objection  could  there 
be  to  the  biU  of  1822  ?  Had  the  import- 
ing price,  which  it  fixed,  raised  the  price 
of  com  ?  The  returns  on  the  table  nega- 
tived the  supposition.  An  objection  brought 
against  the  bill  of  1822  was,  that  it  had 
not  prevented  fluctuation  in  prices.  Cer- 
tainly it  had  not;  but  when  he  looked 
back  to  the  averages  of  the  last  two  hun- 
dred years,  he  found  variances  of  forty  or 
fifty  per  cent  frequently  occurring.  Smce 
1822,  the  fluctuations  had  not  been  so 
great  as  previously;  yet,  if  they  had, 
there  were  other  circumstances  which 
might  have  occasioned  them  independently 
of  the  bill.  Had  the  measure  of  1822 
been  the  cause  of  the  present  manufactur- 
ing distress?  Certainly  not.  In  consi- 
dering the  circumstances  which  gave  rise 
to  the  distress,  the  change  in  the  currency 
ought  not  to  be  omitted.  He  maintained 
that  a  high  governing  importation  price 
did  not  raise  the  price  of  com  in  the  home 
market.  The  manufacturers  had  learned, 
by  sad  experience,  that  the  necessity  of 
importation  had  crippled  the  resources  of 
those  who  were  tlie  best,  and  ought  to  be 
the  preferable,  consumers  of  that  produce. 
The  bill  of  1822  had  been  stated  to  be  in- 
adequate as  a  protective  measure ;  but  he 
contended,  that  no  proof  was  afforded, 
that  the  principle  of  exclusion  ought  to  be 
abandoned.  It  was  said,  that  the  bill  now 
proposed  was  no  innovation,  but  a  return 
to  the  ancient  system.  Whichever  it  was, 
he  considered  it  equally  erroneous  in  prin- 
ciple. He  wished  to  guard  against  being 
supposed  to  object  to  the  present  measure, 
on  the  ground  of  its  novelty.  It  was  upon 
quite  different  considerations  that  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  resist  the  progress  of 
it.  He  conceived  that  the  best  course  had 
not  been  taken  to  arrive  at  a  sound  deci- 
sion on  the  question.  The  object  which 
the  framers  of  the  bill  had  in  view  was,  it 
was  stated,  to  afford  protection  to  the  agri- 
culturist. Obviously,  the  judicious  mode 
of  proceeding  in  such  a  case  would  have 
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been  to  institate  an  inquiry  into  the  cost 
whichy  in  this  country,  attended  the  pro- 
duction of  com ;  and  a  similar  inquiry  into 
the  cost  attendant  upon  its  production 
abroad.  It  was  only  when  in  possession 
of  such  data  that  parliament  could,  on  safe 
erounds,  proceed  to  fix  a  rate'  of  duty. 
Now,  instead  of  adopting  this  course,  par- 
lialnent  proceeded  to  legislate  in  ignorance 
of  both.  They  commenced  their  legisla- 
tipn,  and  then  called  for  evidence  as  to 
the  cost  and  means  of  production  abroad. 
But,  though  the  inquiry  he  mentioned 
would  have  supplied  much  useful  infor- 
mation, it  woula  prore  insufficient.  An 
inquiry  Into  the  state  of  the  currency 
ought  to  accompany  it ;  for  nothing  could 
be  more  manifest,  thdn  that  the  condition 
of  the  currency  had  the  eflbct  of  elevating 
or  depressing  the  prices  of  com.  The 
sudden  expansions  and  contractions  of  the 
currency,  which  a  certain  condition  of  it 
necessarily  involved,  affected  every  pro- 
duction or  dbe  country,  and,  more  espe- 
cially, the  productions  of  the  land.  The 
uncertainty  which  measures  such  as  the 
present  introduced,  was  most  destructive 
to  the  agricultural  interest.  Nothing  that 
was,  in  its  nature,  certain,  could  be  worse 
than  the  unstable  system  which  the  present 
measure  would  have  the  efiect  of  intro- 
ducing. He  attributed  the  clamour  that 
had  been  raised  against  the  Corn-laws  to 
tiie  depressed  state  of  trade  and  manufac- 
tures. If  they  once  revived,  the  legisla- 
ture would  hear  no  complaints.  In  every 
view  of  the  subject,  it  was  his  full  persua- 
sion, that  the  present  measure  would  prove 
most  mischievous. 

The  Duke  of  Somerset  said,  that  the  un- 
fortunate situation  in  which  this  country 
had  been  placed  by  the  Corn-laws,  had 
caused  a  division  between  the  agricultural 
and  the  manufucturing  interests,  and  had 
formed  the  nation  into  two  great  parties. 
Steps  had  been  taken  which  never  should 
have  been  taken,  and  which  could  be  but 
slowly  retraced .  I  n  1 8 1 5,  he  opposed  the 
introauction  of  those  laws,  perceiving  their 
pemicioas  tendency,  though  not  to  its 
full  extent.  In  the  last  session,  he  advo- 
cated their  immediate  revision.  Subse- 
quent events  had  shown  the  necessity  there 
was  for  such  a  measure,  as  the  distresses 
of  the  country  had  obliged  |;ovemment  to 
do,  by  an  Orider  in  Council,  that  which 
might  more  beneficially  have  been  dbnc 

5  enactment.     It  was  at  last  proposed  to 
wd>  by  enactment,  a  relief  to  one  part 
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of  the  community.    For  this  purpose,  a 
bin  had  been  brought  in  by  Uie  late  admi- 
nistration.   This  ImII  had  not  been  hurried 
through  parliament.    Not  only  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  but  the  people 
themselves  had  had  full  time  to  consider 
it.    Public  meetings  had  been  called ;  the 
press  had  teemed  with  observations ;  and 
the  table  of  that  House  had  been  loaded 
with  petitions.     At  last  the  bill  had  come 
up,  amended  and  revised  by  the  statesmen 
and    agriculturists  of   the  other  House. 
It  mieht,  therefore,  have  been  expected  to 
have  been  received  as  a  measure  that,  of  all 
others,  wes  the  most  wanted :  but,  instead 
of  this,  it  was  assailed  as  most  pernicious. 
It  was  assailed  by  arguments  that  had 
long  ago  been  answered,  by  facts  that  had 
been  long  ago  explained,  by  prejudices 
that  had  been  long  exploded,  and  by  feel- 
ings which  should  not  be  fbund  in  a  British 
House  of  Parliament.    One  principal  ob- 
jection which  had  been  urgea  agamst  all 
measures  of  this  kind  was,  the  vast  debt 
under  which  this  country  laboured.    Now, 
the  way  to  make  a  heavy  debt  suoportable, 
was  to  increase  the  resources  which  were 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  its  interest  or 
principal.     The  admission  of  foreign  com, 
on  paypient  of  a  duty,  tended  to  this  in- 
crease in  various  ways.     It  promoted  ma- 
nufacturing industry :  itafiorded  a  direct 
revenue  to  the  state.    Then,  by  tending 
to  reduce  the  prices  of  all  home-made 
commodities  and  articles  of  British  pro- 
duce, it  encouraged  the  trade  of  exporta- 
tion, and  increa^  the  wealth  of  every 
consumer  of  those  articles.     Viewed  in  this 
light,  the  magnitude  of  the  national  debt 
were  strong  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
admission  of  foreign  com.     Again,  it  had 
been  uiged,  that  foreign  com  was  always 
paid  for  in  money,  and  not  in  manufac- 
tures.   The  insisting  upon  this  argument 
was   reverting  to  the  exploded   doctrine 
about  the  balance  of  trade ;  as  if  it  were 
of  any  consequence  to  a  country  In  what 
way  it  paid  for  its  imports— as  if,  in  the 
traffic  between  nations,  gold  and  silver 
were  not  mere  commodities,  to  be  bought 
and  sold  like  others,  and  only  estimable, 
in  proportion  to  their  quantity  and  relative 
value.    Oh !  but,  it  would  be  said,  ''  this 
is  political  economy,"  and  it  had  been  of 
late  the  practice  to  inveigh  against  politi- 
cal economy  altogether.    There  were  in 
this  country  those  who,  in  their  dread  of 
innovation,    would  prohibit   all  improve- 
ment.   Mr.  Burke  was  sufficiently  adverse 
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to  the  Preach  Revolution ;  but  he  neither 
pratcribed  hnprovement,  nor  thought  ill 
of  political  economy.  He  called  it  a  new 
science ;  and  he  acted  upon  its  principles 
with  regard  to  this  very  subject  At  his 
suggestion,  those  old  restrictive  laws  were 
repnded  which  shackled  the  internal  trade 
in  provisions.  Mr.  Burke  did  not  reason 
like  our  modem  sticklers  for  old  regula- 
tions. He  could  distinguish  between  a  ra- 
tional improvement  and  an  extraragant 
attempt.  The  political  world  owed  a 
great  deal  to  political  economy.  The 
writers  on  that  subject  had  promulgated 
sevetal  important  discoveries.  Amongst 
the  most  important,  was  the  doctrine  of 
ftee  trade,  in  former  times,  we  had  had 
great  sovereigns  and  great  statesmen ;  but 
neither  Henry  7th  nor  Blizabeth  ever 
thouriit  of  free  trade.  Neither  Bacon 
nor  Burleigh  ever  thought  of  free  trade. 
It  was  a  discovery  reserved  for  the 
eighteenth  century.  Henry  7th's  re- 
strictions upon  agriculture,  and  the  mo- 
nopolies authoriM  by  Elisabeth,  would 
not  be  endured  in  modem  times.  And 
why?  Because  such  a  policy  had  been 
exploded  by  the  political  economists.  It 
was  to  those  men,  reviled  as  they  had  been, 
both  in  England  and  in  France,  that  we 
owed  our  security  against  the  retum  of 
such  absurd  reflations.  It  was  illiberal 
and  unfair  to  dwell  on  the  defects  of  the 
political  economists,  without  considering 
their  merits.  If  they  had  been  too  dog- 
matical— if  their  doctrines  had  been  too 
untidalified — if  they  had  been  seduced,  by 
their  subject,  to  carry  their  reasonings  to 
an  unwarrantable  length — what  valuable 
facts  had  they  collected,  what  large  views 
had  they  taken,  what  precision  had  they 
introduced  into  a  subject  which  was  not 
previously  supposed  to  admit  of  it !  In- 
stead of  inveighing  against,  it  would  be 
wisper  to  study,  and  not  to  reject  altogether, 
a  science,  which ,  from  its  novelty  and  ex- 
tent, must  have  still  many  defects,  but 
which  nevertheless  contained  many  im- 
portant practical  principles.  If  some  of 
those  prmciples  were  discoverable  in  the 
spirit  of  the  present  bill,  he  should  not 
tnink  the  worse  of  it  on  that  account.  It 
was  concise,  simple,  and  intelligible.  The 
duties  payable  by  the  schedule  were  so 
adjufttea,  as  to  ensure  a  supply,  and  to  ex- 
clude a  redundance,  of  each  sort  of  grain. 
And  they  admitted  of  being  developed  in 
tables  of  easy  reference  and  undoubted  ac- 
cttracy.    And  its  haying  undergone  alter- 


ation without  being  rendered  nugatory,  or 
perverted  from  its  purpose,  was  a  proof  of 
the  solidity  of  its  basis.  Now  that  it  had 
been  thus  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  different  portions  of  the  United  King- 
dom, it  seemed  to  be  the  only  feasible  set- 
dement  of  the  great  difference  which  had 
been  long  subsisting  between  the  agricul- 
tural and  the  manufacturing  classes,  by 
ensuring  profit  to  the  one,  and  plenty  to 
the  other.  It  promised  to  do  this  without 
any  such  sudden  change  as  might]  imme- 
diately and  perceptibly  alter  the  subsisting 
relations  between  diflferent  portions  of  the 
community.  Any  change  which  it  pro- 
posed to  effect  was  both  gradual  in  its  pro- 
gress, and  limited  in  its  extent.  It  ab- 
stained from  attempting  to  reach  the  ulti- 
mate perfection  of  a  prmciple ;  and  wisely 
left  to  future  times  tne  consideration  of  a 
nearer  approach  to  it.  He  concluded  by 
expressing  his  decided  intention  to  vote  in 
favour  of  the  bill. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  the  time  at 
which  it  had  been  attempted  to  introduce 
this  measure  was  most  unfortunate;  for 
the  agricultural  interest  was  labouring 
under  a  heayy  pressure  of  taxation,  which 
was  aggravated  by  the  late  change  in  the 
currency.  -A  noble  lord  had  designated 
the  agricultural  association  which  assem^ 
bled  m  London,  an  Agricultural  Parlia- 
ment. He  wished  the  parliament  of  the 
empire  had  displayed  as  much  wisdom  as 
that  association.  The  law  of  1822  had 
never  come  mto  practical  operation.  '  No 
foreign  com  had  been  introduced,  until 
the  violation  of  that  law  took  place.  The 
principle  of  the  present  bill  was  completely 
subversive  of  that  of  1822,  whicn  was 
adopted  by  parliament,  after  deliberate  in- 
vestigation. The  present  measure  went  to 
allow  importation  {at  all  times  subject  to  a 
fluctuating  duty.  The  state  of  uncertainty 
in  which  Uie  agricultural  interest  would  be 
kept  under  such  a  system,  must  be  pro- 
ductiye  of  great  evil.  Farmers  would 
proyidently  reduce  their  expenditure  to  the 
lowest  possible  scale,  and  employ  no  more 
labourers  than  were  absolutely  necessary. 
The  consequence  would  necessarily  be,  an 
augmentation  of  the  poor-rates.  It  never 
could  happen,  except  under  extraordinary 
circumstances,  that  60*.  would  prove  a 
remunerating  price.  Let  their  lordships, 
then,  consider  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence on  admitting  the  importation  of 
com,  subject  to  a  duty  of  20s.,  When  the 
price  reached  60f.     Two  witnesses  had 
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!>foved  that,  in  the  course 'of  last  year, 
ioreign  wheat  was  brought  to  this  country, 
including  all  expenses,  at  22s.  per  quarter. 
Therefore,  when  the  price  should  arrive  at 
60«.  in  this  country,  that  wheat  might  be 
imported,  duty  included,  at  42s.  per 
quarter.  There  were  two  circumstances 
which  ought  to  have  deterred  ministers 
from  bringing  forward  the  present  measure. 
One  was  the  act  passed  a  few  years  since 
respecting  the  currency;  which  a  high 
auUiority  in  that  House  had  properly 
called  an  edict  of  confiscation ;  and  the 
other  was  what  had  happened  from  allow- 
ing the  importation  of  foreign  wool.  The 
consequence  of  that  permission  had  been 
a  gp%at  decline  in  the  export  of  our  woollen 
manufacture.  The  market,  also,  was  at 
present  so  stocked  with  wool,  that  it  was 
become  almost  an  unsaleable  article.  He 
did  not  mean  to  dispute  the  power  of  par- 
liament ;  but  that  power  oug^t  to  be  ex- 
ercised only  for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 
If  their  loraships  should  pass  the  present 
bill,  they  would  not  be  acting  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community.  I%e  conse- 
quence must  inevitably  be,  a  diminution 
of  the  number  of  persons  employed.  He 
could  prove,  from  the  petitions  on  the 
table,  that  in  some  districts,  and  those  by 
no  means  the  worst,  one  fourth  of  the 
labouring  poor  had  been  deprived  of  em- 
ployment, in  consequence  of  the  low  price 
of  com.  The  immediate  effect  of  this 
measure  must  be  to  raise  the  poor-rates. 
The*  profits  of  the  farmers  must  be  re- 
duced ;/  the  rent  of  the  landlords  would 
fall  off,  and  ultimately  cease.  With  an 
increasing  population,  there  would  be 
diminish^  means  of  employment ;  pauper- 
ism would  be  seen  stalking  through  the 
land,  exciting  in  the  first  place  discontent, 
and  in  the  next,  open  disaffection.  This 
was  his  honest  conviction :  and  his  first 
wish  was  to  avert  such  evils  as  must  ne- 
cessarily ensue,  if  the  bill  passed  into  a 
law.  He  was  sure  that  those  by  whom  it 
was  proDOsed  did  not  intend  it  should 
have  such  an  effect ;  but  nothing  that  he 
could  imagine  would  so  effectually  accom- 
plish the  wishes  of  visionary  reformers  and 
radicals.  A  revolution  in  the  state  must 
be  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  property  of  individuals.  The 
beginning  of  such  a  revolution  was  to  be 
found  in  any  measure  which  tended  to 
impair  the  security  of  property;  and 
nobody,  he  thought,  could  doubt  that  this 
bill  had  that  tendency.    He  would  admit, 
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that  if  any  measure  was  advantageous  to 
one  class  of  the  community,  it  would  also 
produce  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  whole ; 
but  this  alteration  in  the  Corn-laws,  he 
contended,  was  useful  to  no  class  of  the 
people.  He  called  upon  their  lordships* 
as  they  valued  the  happiness  and  property 
of  all  the  subjects  of  this  realm ;  as  they 
would  preserve  unimpaired  that  constitu- 
tion of  which  they  were  so  proud ;  as 
they  would  maintain  those  institutions 
which  were  justly  the  pride  of  the  nation ; 
as  they  would  save  the  country  from  the 
horrors  of  revolution  and  national  bank- 
ruptcy, to  g^ve  this  measure  their  most 
decided  opposition. 

Lord  Bexley  said,  it  was  extremely  un- 
just to  call  this  measure  one  of  confisca- 
tion. It  was  no  more  a  measure  of  con- 
fiscation than  the  measures  of  1815  and 
1822.  A  noble  earl  had  said,  that  corn 
had  been  imported  at  22s.  per  quarter. 
It  was  true,  tnat  some  com  had  been  im- 
ported at  that  price ;  but  it  was  of  bad 
quality,  and  greatly  damaged.  It  was 
proved,  before  the  agricultural  committee, 
that  the  foreign  growers  had  been  reduced 
to  despair  by  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
this  government.  Very  extensive  seizures 
had  been  made  by  the  foreign  government, 
to  compel  the  repayment  of  advances 
which  they  had  made  to  the  merchants, 
and  the  sellers  had  consequently  been 
compelled  to  send  com  of  any  description 
to  this  country.  In  all  the  laws  on  this 
subject,  prohibition  had  proved  merely  a 
snare  for  the  consciences  of  people — ^a  net 
for  frauds  and  perjuries.  This  measure, 
without  going  the  length  of  prohibition, 
afforded  as  great  protection  as  the  grower 
could  require.  With  respect  to  Ireland, 
the  change  in  the  system  had  been  sen- 
sibly felt.  In  the  three  years  ending 
1816,  the  average  exports  had  amounted 
to  3,012,000/.;  for  the  last  year,  they 
amounted  to  7,000,000/.  The  present 
measui'e  was  calculated  to  extend  these 
advantages;  and,  by  promoting  agricul- 
ture, to  improve  the  condition  of  all  the 
other  manufactures,  on  which  the  pro* 
sperity  of  that  country  mainly  depended. 
As  to  the  effect  on  the  woollen-trade,  he 
wished  the  House  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact, 
that  wool  was  not  here,  as  it  was  in  other 
countries,  the  principal  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  sheep,  or  the  chief  source  of 
the  grower's  pront.  Id  1 822,  previous  to 
the  reduction  of  the  duty,  Southdowm 
wool  sold  for  I6d.  a  pound,  which  made 
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the  whole  fleece  worth  just  3s.  4d.,  while 
the  mutton  of  the  same  sheep  fetch^  40s. 
In  1826,  the  price  of  wool  had  fallen  to 
9cf.y  the  fleece  was  worth  but  2s,  2d.y  but 
the  mutton  sold  for  2/.  6s.  Sd,,  so  that 
the  value  of  the  whole  sheep  liad  consider- 
ably increased.  He  was  convinced  that 
none  of  the  Corn-laws  which  had  been  in- 
troduced had  ever  deserved  to  be  compared 
with  thb.  It  went  by  a  regular  process, 
from  higher  to  lower  prices ;  and,  by  the 
duty  increasing  as  the  price  fell,  such  a 
check  was  placed  upon  it,  as  must  altoge- 
ther check  any  rapid  fall.  For  his  own 
part  he  confessed  that  he  was  very  much 
attached  to  this  measure.  He  looked 
upon  it  as  the  last  which  had  been  pro- 
duced by  his  noble  friend,  (lord  Liverpool) 
whose  services  were  now  lost  to  the  coun- 
try ;  and  he  regarded  it  in  the  light  of  a 
legacy  from  tluit  noble  lord.  He  knew 
that  he  had  attached  to  it  the  utmost  im- 
portance, and  that  a  great  part  of  the  last 
summer  was  employed  by  him  in  investi- 
gating profoundly  and  minutely  all  the 
details  of  the  subject.  After  he  had  given 
it  his  earnest  consideration,  he  laid  it  be- 
fore the  government,  and  having  been 
fully  discussed,  it  was  approved  of  and 
submitted  to  the  House.  He  was  far  from 
saying  that  the  measure  was  altogether 
perfect ;  but  he  was  convinced  that  it  was 
infinitely  better  than  any  which  had  before 
been  brought  forward. 

The  Marquis  of  iSa/ts6tiry  said,  he  should 
feel  very  happy  if  he  could  take  the  same 
view  of  the  state  of  the  farmers,  with  re- 
spect to  their  sheep,  as  the  noble  baron 
who  had  precedea  him.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  prices  such  as  the  noble  baron 
described  would  produce  a  material  effect 
upon  rents,  if  such  prices  could  be  real- 
iiied.  The  noble  marquis  proceeded  to 
animadvert  upon  the  inconsistency  of  the 
noble  viscount  (Goderich),  and  contrasted 
the  opinions  of  that  noble  lord  in  1822, 
with  those  he  had  expressed  that  night. 
He  characterized  the  openmg  of  the  ports 
last  .year  as  a  robbery  upon  the  landlords, 
and  an  almost  irreparable  injury  to  the 
farmers.  The  agriculture  of  the  country 
was  able  at  that  time,  as  at  all  others,  to 
supply  all  consumption  at  a  moderate  rate. 
No  objection  had  been  made  by  any  party ; 
and  the  course  then  pursued  coukl  only  be 
considered  a  wanton  meddling  with  the  in- 
t^est  of  agriculture.  When  it  was  known 
that  a  farthing  in  the  pound  produced  a  dif« 
httoBM  of  nearly  30i,  na  acjfa  to  the  agricul- 


turist, he  thought  there  was  some  reason  fet 
complaint.  The  noble  marquis  then  read  an 
extract  from  a  letter  formerly  written  by 
lord  Goderich,  in  order  to  prove  the  dif- 
ference between  his  opinions  then  and 
now.  The  letter  stated,  that  "  there  was 
no  security,  either  in  peace  or  war,  for  a 
constant  supply  of  the  article  of  grain  for 
the  consumption  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  if  we  depended  on  foreigners; 
and  that  the  only  course  to  be  taken  there- 
fore was,  to  encourage  our  domestic  agri- 
culture, which  had  been  so  conducive  to 
our  prosperity."  A  few  years  had  made 
a  strange  alteration  in  the  noble  lord's  opi- 
nions. Much  as  he  disapproved  of  this 
bill,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppose  its  going 
into  a  committee ;  but  he  entreated  their 
lordships  to  pause  before  they  advanced 
too  far  into  the  *'  march  of  intellect,"  or 
gave  themselves  up  to  those  visionarr 
theories,  which  were  unhappily  too  much 
the  fashion,  but  which  produced  miseij 
and  distress  wherever  they  were  tried. 
For  his  part,  he  considered  the  interests 
of  agricultural  and  manufacturing  produc- 
tion to  be  the  same ;  and  was  sure  that 
such  an  injury  as  this  bill  would  inflict 
upon  the  one  must  be  highly  prcjudkial 
to  the  other.  In  his  opinion,  the  better 
plan  would  be,  to  fix  the  duty  at  the  time 
of  the  importation,  and  not  at  the  time  of 
its  being  taken  out  of  bond. 

Lord  Ellenborougk  agreed  with  the 
noble  viscount  who  opened  the  debate, 
that  the  present  bill  was  susceptible  of 
considerable  improvement ;  but  he  couldnot 
go  so  far  as  the  noble  lord  who  had  spoken 
last  but  one,  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
perfect  productions  of  the  human  intellect. 
He  was  obliged  to  consider  the  bill  as  one 
brought  there  for  amendment  and  improve- 
ment. It  Mras  not  his  intention  now  to 
propose  the  alterations  which  he  thought 
necessary;  but  he  should  postpone,  until  ^ 
it  was  in  the  committee,  the  design  he  had 
formed  for  making  the  bill  what  it  ought 
to  be.  In  its  present  shape,  it  would  have 
his  most  determined  opposition ;  and  also 
at  the  third  reading,  unless  he  should  suc- 
ceed in  introducing  the  improvements  he 
alluded  to,  and  of  which,  as  the  noble 
j  viscount  said,  it  was  so  susceptible.  If 
;  the  noble  viscount  had  known  this  House 
better ;  if  he  had  been  better  acquainted 
with  its  quiescent  nature,  iu  sedative 
habits  on  all  subjecto,  he  would  have 
known  that,  on  no  occasion  whatever,  waa 
the  acrimony  of  party  foeling  allowed  to 
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Mlerfeitt  with  the  diaciuaion  of  mbaent* 
Otts  topics,  and  that  his  deprecation  of 
such  acrimony  was  altoffether  unnecessary. 
But  if,  in  this  respect,  he  had  shown  him- 
self to  he  a  young  peer,  he  had  jn  other 
teapeots  proved  himself  to  be  also  a  young 
statflBman ;  for,  in  the  conclusion  of  his 
apeeeh,  he  had  alluded  to  the  distress 
irtiich  had  been  recently  experienced  by 
the  manufacturing  classes,  and  had  ex- 
piessed  a  conviction,  that  those  sufferings 
wtie  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  about  to 
be  relieved.  Yet  the  noble  viscount,  hav- 
ing thisliope  and  this  belief,  thought  that, 
on  these  grounds,  he  was  entitled  to  ask 
their  lordships  to  pass  a  pennaqent  law, 
in  order  to  relieve  distresses  which  he  had 
made  a  strow  point  of  insisting  were  only 
temporary.  The  noble  viscount  had,  more- 
over, done  that  which  was  by  no  means 
rare  in  these  times  3  and  he  had  recanted  all 
that  he  had  said  on  former  occasions. 
The  noUe  viscount  could  not  have  forgot* 
ten  that  in  1815,  when  petitions  from 
•very  part  of  the  country  against  the  then 
Coro-uw  loaded  the  tables  of  both  Houses, 
he  resisted  all  inquhy.  The  universal 
complaint  and  outcry  of  the  nation  pro« 
dttced  no  effect  whatever  on  his  mind. 
He  adhered  to  his  resolve,  and  nothing 
eould  shake  it.  In  1820  his  mind  was 
changed ;  but  that  change  was  effected  by 
a  circumstance  which  was  always  found 
to  have  considerable  influence  on  a  mi- 
nister, however  determined  he  might  be-^ 
he  found  himself  in  a  minority.  From  that 
period,  hisafiection  for  his  bill  of  1815 
was  turned  to  hate ;  and,  among  all  the 
attacks  which  hiid  been  made  against  that 
bill,  none  had  been  more  acrimonious  than 
diat  which  the  noble  viscount  had  himself 
made  that  night.  But  let  him  remember 
all  the  circumstances  which  had  taken 
place  since  1815.  Let  him  consider  the 
effects  of  the  fluctuation  of  the  currency, 
and  the  alteration  in  the  manner  of  taking 
the  averages,  and  he  would  find  that  those 
alone  were  causes  sufficient  to  account  for 
aU  the  difficulties  which  had  been  found 
m  the  progress  of  the  measure.  Then  came 
the  bill  of  1832 ;  the  effects  of  which,  not- 
withstanding the  delay  which  had  taken 
place,  had  been,  in  some  respects,  not 
diaadvantageoua.  In  1815,  the  principle 
of  pvohibition  had  been  called  into  opera- 
tkm :  in  i%22y  they  had  conceded  to  the 
seheme  of  a  graduated  scale.  With  re- 
spoet  to  the  pesent  aode,  he  was  much 
diiHTowted  at  the  shape  in  which  it  pre* 
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seated  Itself.  It  was,  however,  his  earnest 
wish  to  remedy  the  evils  which  surrounded 
the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws ;  and,  since 
no  other  opportunity  was  afforded  him,  he 
must  make  one  by  proposing  alterations  in 
this  bill.  This  question  was  not  Iflce  one 
afibcting  the  sale  of  any  manufactured 
articles :  it  was  a  great  constitutional  ques- 
tion. No  question  was  more  deeply  in- 
teresting to  the  oountrv,  than  that  which 
invohred  the  agriculturalinterests ;  because, 
on  the  preservation  of  tho^  interests,  de- 
pended the  constitution  of  the  country. 
No  one  could  look  at  the  increasing  ma- 
nufactures of  the  country,  without  seeing 
that  a  great  power  was  growing  up,  which 
set  up  a  preference  over  the  agncuUme ; 
and  it  was  obvious  that  the  measure  now 
brought  into  the  House  had  for  its  fint  ob- 
ject, the  advantage  of  the  manufacturing 
over  the  aa;ricultural  interests.  That  in- 
crease, which  tended  of  itself  to  disturb 
the  balance  of  the  nationalinterests,  would 
be  aided,  in  the  accomplishment  of  that 
object,  by  this  bill.  Feeling  that  this  topic 
deserved  deep  and  serious  consideration, 
and  that  it  was  fraught  with  dangers, 
which  were  not  to  be  appreciated  at  the  first 
glance,  he  could  not  observe  without  ap- 
prehension, the  measure  to  which  their 
lordships'  sanction  was  now  asked.  An- 
other point  of  importance  was,  that  the 
question  was  agreat  Irish  question.  The  im- 
ports from  that  country  had  been  gradually 
mcreasing  for  the  last  eighteen  years. 
The  improvement  in  agriculture  had  been 
of  the  most  striking  and  satisfactory  kind. 
The  increase  of  manufactures  had  been 
the  natural  consequence  of  that  improve- 
ment ;  and  to  these  their  lordships  must 
look  as  the  means  of  increasing  the  pros- 
perity of  Ireland.  He  was  not,  he  con- 
fessed, bold  enough  to  look  unconcerned 
at  an  act  which  might  shake  that  pros- 
perity. He  did  not  say  that  this  con- 
sideration would  of  itself  be  enough  to  in- 
duce him  to  negative  the  bill ;  but  it  made 
him  regard  it  with  serious  apprehension. 
He  could  not  consent  to  place  in  the 
power  of  any  foreign  natkm,  the  sup- 
plying of  the  English  people  with  com. 
He  repeated,  that  he  did  not  propose  to 
reject  the  bill  altogether,  although  lie  had 
great  appr^ensions  of  its  results.  1^ 
object  of  the  bHl  of  1815,  and  all  the 
measures  for  half  a  centnrr  preceding  it, 
had  been  the  preservation  01  tne  independ- 
ence of  this  country,  on  the  subject  of  its 
Ibod.    The  olqect  of  the  legislatum  of 
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that  day  wis  to  rendtr  the  oountry  iade« 
pendent  of  a  foreign  supply  of  grain  ;  and 
he  could  not  now  content  to  give  to  foreign 
states, — jealouB  of  our  wealth,  jealpus  of 
our  liberty,  and  jealous  of  our  advantages, 
•—the  power  of  starving  England.    No 
temporary  increase  or  decrease  in  the  price 
of  corn  was,  with  huni  to  be  compared  to 
one  year  of  the  faminei  or  one  hour  of  thQ 
national  degradation,  which  might  result 
from  the  present  measures. — ^The  noble 
lord  here  made  some  observations  upon 
the  state  of  the  currency ;  and  observed, 
that  no  man>  not  even  the  earl  of  Liver- 
pool, when  he  last  addressed  that  House 
on  the  subject,  considered  the  question  as 
finally  settled.    This  question  ought  to 
have  a  great  influence  upon  their  decision. 
Nothing  could  be  more  false  than  the  re* 
presentations  which  had  been  made  re- 
specting   their    lordships*    motives    and 
opinions  s  and|  although  he  was  one  of  the 
last  men  who  could  be  induced,  from  any 
opinion  entertained  of  ita  unpopularity,  to 
abandon  what  he  considered   the    right 
course,  he  felt  that,  as  their  lordships  had, 
at  all  times,  exercised  a  powerful  influence 
upon  the  fortunes  of  the  country,  they 
ought  to  shew,  in  the  very  onset,  that  they 
were  willing  to  conciliate  the  afiections  and 
deserve  the  confidence  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects, by  displaying  their  determination  to 
watch  over  the  interests  of  every  class  of 
the    community.      Their  lordships  were 
fortunately  placed  on  an  eminence,  whence 
they  could  look  down  on  all  the  petty  feel- 
ings which  might  agitate  the  subordinate 
interests  of  the  country ;  and  he  trusted 
they  would,  from  that  high  station,  pursue 
a  path  at  once  honourable  to  themselves, 
and  advantageous  to  the  country.     He 
did  not  agree  with  the  noble  viscount,  that 
their  lordships  were  bound  to  consent  to 
the  bill  as  it  came  up  from  the  other 
House.     He  was  not  to  be  influenced 
either  by  the  name  or  the  olgect  of  the 
bill,  to  give  his  unqualified  consent  to  any 
measure,  unless  he  was  convinced  of  its 
propriety.    He  respected  the  privileges  of 
the  Commons,  but  he  felt  what  was  due 
to  their  lordships ;  and  he  was  convinced 
that  a  full  and  fair  discussion  of  any  mea- 
sure which  came  before  either  House  was 
as  essential  to  the  well-being,  as  it  was 
agreeable  to  the  purposes,  of  the  constitu- 
tion.    He  would  not  be  deterred  by  any 
threats  of  the  fete  of  the  bill  elsewhere, 
ikou  making  what  alteration  he  thought 
fitting  and  expedient;  and,  with  those  feel- 


ings, he  would  sit  down,  declaring  his 
determination  not  to  oppose  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord. 

The  Marquis  of  Lantdoum, — After  the 
full,  able,  impartial,  and  convincing  state- 
ment laid  before  your  lordships  by  my 
noble  friend  (viscount  Godericb),  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  calls  upon  your 
lordships  to  assent  to  the  commitment  of 
this  bill,  and  more  especially  after  the 
intimations  which  you  have  had  from  tho 
noble  baron  who  has  just  sat  down,  and 
the  noble  marquis  who  preceded  him,  of 
their  intention  to  acquiesce  in  the  motion 
before  your  lordships,  I  should  think  It 
unpardonaUe  in  me,  at  this  late  hour,  to 
occupy  your  lordships'  time  for  mote  tiian 
a  few  minutes,   with  any  statement  or 
argument  in  support  of  the  course  which 
you  are  now  callea  upon  to  adopt.    I  shall, 
however,  in  the  first  place  state,  that  the 
noble  baron  who  spoke  last  did  very  mooh 
misrepresent  my  noble  friend,  when  he 
said  that  my  noble  friend  adverted  to  the 
state  of  the  manufacturing  dbtricts,  and 
made  it  the  foundation  of  the  measures 
which  he  proposed.  When  my  noble  friend 
spoke  of  the  manufaeturing  oistnett^  and 
of  the  distress  which  has  unhappily  pre- 
vailed among  them,  although  now  fortu- 
nately diminished,  he  adverted  to  it  only 
as  a  ground — if  he  wanted  any  ground — 
for  the  interference  of  parliament  upon  this 
subject.    He  did  not,  however,  bring  them 
before  your  lordships  for  the  purpose  of 
arguing,  that  the  interests  of  tne  agricul- 
tural classes  of  this  country  ought  to  be 
sacrificed  to  the  commercial. — No.    My 
noble  friend  knows  the  importance  of  that 
class  too  well  to  con^mplate  such  a  pro- 
ject.   The  noble  baron  has  observed,  that 
there  is  no  difference  between  this  measure 
and  those  of  1816,  and  1829 ;  and  he  has 
asked,  why  those  measures  might  not  be 
tried,  rather  than  enter  upon  any  new  and 
unknown  project  ?    But,  my  lords,  there 
is  a  great  diflerence.    Those  bills  held  a 
prohibition  to  be  absolutely  necessary  in 
every  case  short  of  famine ;  while  the  pre- 
sent measure  permits  importation  under  a 
graduated  seale    at  all  times,    and  ret 
affords  effectual  protection  to  the  British 
agriculturist.     I  am  ready,  however,  to 
admit  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  noble 
baron,  that  this  country  might  dqiend  upon 
other  countries  for  support ;  and  1  am  ready 
to  contend,  that  the  rkhest  country  tn  the 
world  ought,  in  some  degree,  to  depend 
npon  other  countries   for  some  of  the 
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articles  of  its  consumption ;  because,  if  it 
can  apply  its  capital  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  produce  those  things  which  are  almost 
absolutely  necessary  to  other  countries — 
if  it  can  bring  its  capital  to  bear  in  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  other  trades, 
the  country  is  benefitted  by  this  employ- 
ment of  its  capital,  and  the  very  class  most 
interested  is  benefitted  by  the  re-action  of 
the  capital  in  such  trade.  The  arguments 
of  prohibition  which  I  have  heard  upon 
this  subject  would,  in  a  great  degree,  apply 
as  much  between  county  and  county  in 
England,  as  they  would  between  Great 
Britain  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 
A  noble  lord  has  asked  whether  this  bill 
is  intended  to  benefit  the  agricultural 
class,  or  the  general  interests  of  the  coun- 
try ?  It  is,  my  lords,  a  bill  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  all :  and  such,  I  am  convinced, 
it  will  be  found,  when  its  provisions  are 
maturely  considered.  But,  a  bill  even  for 
the  advancement  of  particular  interests, 
may  prove  disadvantageous  to  those  whom 
it  was  intended  to  benefit.  A  state  of 
forced  encouragement .  which  outruns  con- 
sumption— a  succession  of  favourable  sea- 
sons— ^various  circumstances,  may  combine 
to  produce  a  glut,  and  the  effects  which  I 
have  described.  This  state  of  things  has 
been  repeatedly  produced  in  this  country. 
We  saw  it  in  1822,  in  which  year,  in  spite 
of  a  state  of  law,  affording  every  protection 
to  the  agriculturist,  the  greatest  distress 
prevailed  among  the  landed  interest  of  the 
country,  and  the  whole  of  the  agricultural 
population  were  absolutely  left  almost  with- 
out the  means  of  subsistence.  In  a  couu" 
try  like  this,  where  so  much  larger  capital 
is  vested  in  manufactures,  and  where  an 
equally  larger  capital  is  vested  in  agricul- 
ture, free  inter-communication  with  other 
countries  can  alone  enable  either  to  flourish, 
and  prevent  those  disastrous  transitions 
between  a  glut  and  a  scarcity,  which  we 
witnessed  in  1815,  and  at  other  times  in 
this  country.  A  noble  lord  has  observed 
very  properly,  that  there  is  no  class  in 
this  country  which  has  not  complained  of 
distress,  and  applied  for  relief;  a  clear 
proof,  in  my  opinion,  that  from  the  two 
sides — if  there  be  two  sides  in  the  question 
— there  is  equal  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  state  of  the  law  as  it  exists.  In 
that  state,  either  side  is  alternately  placed 
in  a  state  of  jeopardy,  and  the  rise  in  their 
production,  consequent  upon  too  great 
encouragement,  must  leaa  to  a  glut  as 
p«roiciou«  as  a  icaicity.    It  is  true,  that 
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every  class  have  called  upon  the  govern* 
ment  to  consider  the  state  of  this  question. 
So  called  upon,  I  have,  in  common  with 
others,  supported  this  and  those  other 
measures  or  the  government  connected 
with  the  reciprocity  of  national  advantages. 
I  pressed  it  upon  the  attention  of  the 
government  then,  and  I  support  it  now ; 
because  I  think  that  there  is  not  a  more 
natuiul  or  fit  time  in  which  we  can  be 
called  upon  to  discuss  the  question.  Bat 
then  we  are  told,  what  is  there  wrong  now  ? 
are  not  prices  such  as  you  wish  ?  why  not 
wait  and  see  how  matters  turn  out  ?  why 
not  wait  the  result  of  the  labours  of  the 
Finance  Committee?  Are  we  then,  my 
lords,  to  lose  the  present  opportunity,  and 
wait  till  famine  or  distress  drives  us  upon 
considerations  of  relief?  Is  it  when  the 
passions  are  aggravated,  that  we  are  to 
debate  this  subject  ?  Ace  we  to  wait  for 
the  time,  w^en  all  are  interested,  or  pre- 
judiced, or  intemperate  within  doors,  and 
when  all  is  violence  and  mis-statement 
without  ?  The  change  which  we  now 
contemplate,  has  been  long  expected, 
and  required  from  us.  This,  then,  is 
the  time  to  deliberate,  when  all  are  at- 
tentive and  acquiescent;  and  when  the 
feeling  out  of  doors  is  such,  that  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  obtain  such  a 
state  of  things  at  any  other  period.  The 
noble  marquis  proceeded  to  say,  that  the 
principle  of  the  bill  went  to  admit,  by 
proper  gradations,  a  free  introduction  of 
foreign  grain ;  and,  for  the  present,  a  power 
of  admission,  beyond  that  which  existed 
under  the  law  of  1822.  It  had  alwavs  been 
understood,  that  the  principle  of  that  bill 
was  not  permanent,  but  that  the  measure 
was  to  be  finally  adjusted,  so  as  to  admit 
foreign  grain,  without  detriment  to  the 
interests  of  the  home-grower,  and  with  a 
protection  to  him  corresponding  to  the 
weight  of  taxation.  That  taxation  was 
considered  fully  in  the  provisions  of  the 
present  bill.  He  would  add,  that  if  he 
thought  that,  under  the  operation  of  the 
present  bill,  any  considerable  quantity  of 
land — ^if  he  could  bring  himself  to  believe 
that  any  considerable  number  of  agricul- 
tural labourers — ^would,  under  its  opera- 
tion, be  thrown  out  of  employment,  no 
earthly  consideration  should  induce  him 
to  give  it  his  support.  He  was  as  sensible 
as  any  man  of  the  inconvenience,  and 
danger  that  might  result  from  the  rash 
application  of  the  principles  of  free  trade 
in  an  artificial  i^tate  of  society ;  but  the  bill 
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before  their  lordships  would  cause  no  risk 
to  the  great  interests  now  brought  into 
opposition  to  it;  for  it  would  leave  the 
mass'of  agriculture  where  it  was  at  present. 
Reference  had  been  made  to  Ireland  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion.     He  must  be 
allowed  to  know  something  of  that  country ; 
andy  he  was  convinced  that,  instead  of 
injury,  the  bill  would  be  productive  of 
benefit  to  ity  and,  in  referring  to  Ireland, 
he  begged  noble  lords  to  recollect  what 
had  been  said,  that  the  country  which 
could  produce  a  redundancy  of  food  for 
its  inhabitants  was  the  most  happy.     If 
that  were  true,  then  was  Ireland  m  the 
greatest  possible  state  of  blessedness !  The 
infusion  of  a  small  portion  of  our  capital 
and  of  OUT  manufactures  into  Ireland  would, 
however,  give  to  that  country  more  life 
than  any  of  the  other  experiments  which 
persons  were  in  the  habit  of  recommending 
for  her  improvement.     Taxation  and  the 
national  debt  had  been  referred  to,  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion ;  but  the  present 
was  not  the  moment  at  which  to  enter  upon 
those  topics.     He  hoped  their  lordships 
would  go  into  the  committee,  with  a  deter* 
mination  to  give  to  the  country  the  great 
benefit  of  closing  this  question — a  deter- 
mination to  confer  on  parliament  and  the 
country  the  gift  of  settmg  the  question  at 
rest;  so  that  every  man,  in  making  abargain, 
might  know  the  extent  of  his  interests,  and 
thus,  too,  prevent  a  necessity  for  inter- 
fering with  the  laws,  similar  to  that  to 
which  government  had  been  reduced  on  a 
late  occasion. 

The  Earl  of  Rossfyn  contended,  that  the 
country  would  be  exposed  to  great  danger 
.if  it  depended  for  its  supply  on  the  pro^ 
duce  to  be  derived  from  a  foreign  state  ; 
and  that  we  ought,  upon  principle,  to  draw 
as  few  supplies  as  possible  from  abroad, 
and  only  when  com  was  at  an  unusually 
hi^  rate  at  home.  He  regretted  that  so 
much  had  been  said  and  done  to  excite  the 
manufacturing  classes,  and  to  induce  them 
to  petition  against  the  Corn-laws.  His 
objection  to  the  measure  was,  not  that  it 
would  greatly  afiect  the  agricultural 
-interests  of  the  country,  but  that  it  would 
tend  to  discourage  agricultural  labour,  and 
to  make  the  arrangements  between  land- 
lord and  tenant  more  unsatisfactory  than 
ever  they  had  been.  It  would  also,  in  his 
opinion,  materially  discourage  the  employ- 
ment of  capital  in  agriculture. 

Lord  Redesdale  said,  that  the  measure 
before  the  House  wQuld  produce  the  most 
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dangerous  efiects  in  case  of  a  bad  season . 
The  encouragement  of  the  agriculture  of 
the  country  was  of  such  paramount  im- 
portance, that  he  was  astonished  to  find 
any  one  daring  enough  to  interfere  with  it. 
The  bill,  he  thought,  went  upon  a  wrong 
principle,  and  would  devour  agriculture, 
as  the  insect  devoured  the  growing  com ; 
and  he  would,  therefore,  give  the  measure 
his  strenuous  opposition. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  supported  the 
bill,  and  denied  that  the  country  ran  any 
danger  from  drawing  its  supplies  of  com 
from  foreign  states.  As  soon  as  we  created 
an  open  trade,  the  people  from  whom  we 
purcnased  wanted  our  market  as  much  as 
we  could  want  their  grain.  He  supported 
the  bill,  because  he  was  convinced  that 
even  the  price  of  60s.  was  one  which,  under 
existing  circumstances,  the  country  would 
not  be  able  to  sustain.  Sixty  shillings 
would  be  a  higher  price  at  this  moment 
than  80$.  was  a  short  thne  ago. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  supported  the  bill, 
and  was  of  opinion  that  it  gave  competent 
protection  to  the  agriculturist. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  committee 
120;  Against  it  63;  Majority  for  the 
bUl  57. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday y  May  25. 

Supply  o?  Water  to  the  Metrq* 
poLis — PETiTroN  optheWesterk  Por- 
tion.] Sir  Francis  Burdett  presented  the 
following  Petition,  and  gave  notice  that 
he  would,  shortly  after  the  recess,  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject : — 

"The  humble  petition  of  the  under- 
signed inhabitants  of  the  Western  portion 
of  the  Metropolis,  showeth ; 

"That  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  your  honourable  House,  that  the 
principle  of  the  acts  of  parliament,  under 
which  the  several  companies  supplying  the 
metropolis  with  water  were  instituted,  was 
to  encourage  competition ;  seeing  that  it 
is  only  from  competition  that  a  perfect 
security  can  be  had  for  a  good,  a  cheapi 
and  a  plentiful  supply. 

"  That,  nevertheless,  by  an  arrangement 
entered  into,  about  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  between  the 
several  companies  supplying  the  metropolis 
with  water,  all  competition  was  put  an  end 
to,  and  a  monopoly  of  this  necessary  of  life 
virtually  established. 

"  Thsct  tbQ  w»te(  takea  up  from  tbo 
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iif«r  Thamei,  at  ChelMa,  for  the  use  <^ 
the  iahal>iiaBt3  of  the  wertcrn  portioii  of 
the  laetiopolif,  bebg  charged  with  the 
coQteaUi  of  Aft  great  common-seweis,  the 
dralmnga  from  dang-hiUi  and  lay-atallty 
the  refitfe  of  hoapitaLiy  slaughter-houses, 
odoury  leady  and  ao^>-work8,  drug^mills, 
and  manulactDries,  and  with  all  sorts  of 
decomposed  animal  and  vegetable  sab- 
stances,  rendering  the  said  water  offensive, 
aad  dtstrootive  to  health,  ought  no  longer 
io  be  taken  up  by  any  of  the  water  com* 
peiues  from  so  foul  a  aouroe. 

^'  Thai  the  Qrand  Junction  Water-works 
Gem^paoy,  having  engaged  to  supply  their 
cnatmners  with  water  of  the  purest  and 
tnest  wholesome  quality,  to  be  drawn  from 
Ika  rivers  C<dne  and  Brent,  and  from  an 
inunense  leeoivoir  of  nearly  one  hundred 
mares,  fed  by  the  streams  of  the  vale  of 
Anidipy  have,  neverthdess,  smce  the  month 
ef  September  18ft0,  drawn  their  supply 
from  the  Thames,  at  the  foot  of  Chelsea 
Hospital,  and  nearly  ai^oining  to  the 
month  of  the  Great  Ranelagh  common 
sewer. 

**  ThBt  the  water  supi^ied  by  the  Grand 
Junction  Conipany,  to  mon  than  seven 
thousand  families,  has  been  pronounced, 
by  professional  men  of  ^e  first  eminence, 
to  be  a  filthy  fluid,  loaded  with  decayed 
vegetable  matter  and  other  substances 
equally  deleterious  to  health,  and  unfit  for 
domestic  purposes. 

''That  the  Onmd  Junction  Company, 
having  promised  to  supply  their  customers 
with  water,  at  a  comparatively  small 
chkrge,  have,  nevertheless,  exacted  an 
incr^used  rate,  equivalent,  in  no  case,  to 
less  than  fifty  per  cent,  and  extending,  in 
most  instances,  to  ninety  and  a  hundred 
per  cent ;  and  that  they  obtained,  in  May 
last,  ^e  section  of  the  legislature  to  a 
new  "Table  of  Rates,  by  which  an  addition 
of  from  iifVy  to  three  hundred  per  cent, 
may  be  levied  on  their  custom^s. 

^  That  your  Petitioners  are  convinced, 
that  if  an  inquiry  be  instituted  by  your 
honourable  House,  the  several  allegations 
of  this  petition  will  be  satisfhctorily  estab- 
lished, and  that  means  will  be  discovered 
ibr  placing  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
western  portion  of  nie  metropolis  on  a 
sure  and  lastittg  foundation. 

''Tour  Petitioners   therefore    humbly 

n,  that  your  honourable  House  win 
iwith  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  be- 
fore a  committee  of  your  honourable  House. 
And  yowr  P^atiost^rs  wffl  ever  pray.** 
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Nbw  .  Admihisthatioh— SuppiY.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a 
committee  of  Supply, 

Sir  r.  Lethbridge  rose  to  avail  himself 
of  this  opportunity  to  state  his  opinions 
upon  the  general  situation  of  the  country. 
In  doing  so  he  felt  he  was  only  discharging 
his  duty.  With  this  impression,  he  trusted 
he  should  be  excused  for  stating  the  rea- 
sons why  he  thought  that  House  ought 
not  to  go  any  further  with  the  supplies  to 
his  majesty.  He  was  well  aware,  that  any 
reasons  which  he  could  ofler  would  not  so 
far  weigh  with  the  House,  under  existing 
circumstances,  as  to  induce  them  to  come 
to  the  same  opinion  which  he  held :  yet 
he  had  a  right  to  state  the  reasons  why 
he  wouM  not,  if  he  had  the  power  to  pre- 
vent it,  allow  any  further  operations  or  his 
majest/s  administration.  He  was  fuHy 
convinced  that  the  operations  of  that  ad- 
ministration would  end  in  ^reat  disap- 
pointment, if  not  in  serious  injury,  to  the 
empire.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  hsd 
adaressed  him,  the  other  ni^t,  m  language 
highly  poetical,  but  which,  nevertheless, 
partook  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  prose ; 
because  that  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
taken  the  liberty  of  altering  the  passage 
which  he  meant  to  apply  to  him,  in  a  man- 
ner  which  was  neither  very  courteous,  nor 
fitting  in  a  prime  minister.  ;A.lthough 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  might  threaten 
to  "  sear  his  eyes,  and  blast  his  heart,*' 
such  language  should  not  prevent  him 
fh>m  persevering  in  the  line  of  duty.  If 
he  thought  proper,  be  could  ''  show  his 
(Mr.  Canning^s)  eyes,  and  grieve  his 
heart**  with  ^at  the  real  opinion  of  the 
country  was,  with  regard  to  his  admmistra- 
tion.  When  he  looked  at  die  manner  in 
which  that  coalition  had  been  formed,  he 
knew  it  was  directly  at  variance  with  the 
principles  entertained  by  the  highest  au- 
thority in  the  state,  and  he  was  justified  in 
^711^9  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  it ;  and 
having  no  confidence,  he  would  not,  if  he 
could  prevent  it,  suffer  the  operations  of 
government  to  go  on  for  another  day.  In 
looking  at  the  present  administration,  he 
would  first  look  to  the  mode  and  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  formed ;  and  he  must 
take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that/  viewing 
the  matter  witn  the  moit  candid  e^, 
there  had  been  a  coalition  of  opposite 
principles  and  characters,  such  as  he  would 
not  trust  himself  with  words  to  describe. 
They  had  seen  coalitions  before,  hut  never 
such  a  coaliti(m  as  this.    Be  iras  finnljr 


IvM 


tf$w  AdmMiiratian — Suppfy: 


Mat  45,  IWT. 


lOSO 


of  opioioQ  that  it  could  not  stand ;  and  if 
tkal  were  the  eate,  then  there  was  some 
eoBsoJation  stiU  left  to  the  countrjr.  It 
had  been  said,  that  the  right  hon,  gentle- 
man opposite  had  n  **  master  mind/'  and 
he  bdfered  it ;  bat  if  that  right  hop.  gen- 
tfeinan  could  keep  tiMg^ther  materiab  90 
diaeordant  as  those  which  weie  now  serv- 
ing under  hiiP|  he  would  show  a  mind 
much  more  masterly  than  he  gave  him 
credit  for.  If  the  m^ner  in  which  those 
materials  had  been  brought  together  were 
hkiy  stated^  it  would  be  founa  that  there 
had  bren  much  preparation  and  previous 
eoQcocting.  Some^ing  had  already  been 
told  dbout  it;  but  he  wished  to  have 
bsDught  it  to  a  nearer  point.  He  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  put  some  questions  to  the 
right  hon.  gentlaman,  which  be  ought  to 
hire  answered,  in  order  that  the  country 
might  have  th^  eyes  directed  to  what  was 
going  <m.  The  first  question  elicited  an 
answer,  which  admitted  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  received  overtures  from  his 
political  opponents,  previous  to  the  cessa^ 
tion  of  the  last  administration.  He  had 
also  put  another  question,  whkh,  as  he  did 
not  th^  JKE9SS  itv  the  right  hon*  gentle- 
man had  not  thoi^t  proper  to  answer. 

On  B|od4>7  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  V^^  ^^^ 
othor  qu^Miis,  for  the  puipose  of  clear- 
ing up  the  doutits  whicn  stHl  remained. 
He  had  asked  him,  alUr  ^t  he  had  ad- 
mitted these  overtuces,  if  he  communicated 
them  to  bis  colleague.  And  why  did  he 
put  Ibis  question  ?  Because  he  wished  to 
elucidate  the  point  he  had  in  view,  and 
because  one  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
eoHeagnes  had  denied  that  be  knew  any 
thing  about  these  overtures.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman,  however,  refused  to  an- 
swer liiese  questions.  Another  reason 
which  be  had  fipr  viewing  the  present  ad- 
ministmtion  with  suspicion  was,  that  those 
who  eoraposed  it  had  constantly  held  each 
other  up  to  the  country  as  advocating  mea- 
sures and  principles  which  were  neither 
wholesome  nor  ftofer.  When  diis  fact 
was  considered,  ougbt  «ny  one  to  be  sur- 
prised diat  suspicion  filled  the  minds  of 
many  persons  in  the  country  ?  No ;  and 
he  Mflieved  that  there  was  but  one  Miof 
'm  the  country,  and  that  the  present  admi^ 
mslnrtSon  would  continue  to  be  an  object 
of  considerable  distrust*  There  was  ano- 
ther reasen  which  must  we^  with  every 
body,  ff  it  was  true  (hat  Q>e  iUustrious 
individual  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
owwtiy  [cries  of  ^  ordeiT— he  knew  bo 


was  treading  on  delicate  ground,  and 
should,  therefore,  be  on  his  guard.  Tik$ 
House  however.  und«rst0od  vrfXL  what  he 
was  about  to  allude  to ;  and  the  cwitry 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  total  oifier- 
ence  whidi  existed,  on  one  great  qiiestioi^ 
between  the — 

9ir  W.  W.  Wynn  said,  he  must  call  the 
horn  baronet  to  order.  He  thought  that 
diere  was  noUiing  more  disorderiy  thnn  to 
allude  to  a  subject  which  the  boo.  banm^ 
was  now  touching  upon.  The  hon.  ^ 
ronet  had  said  that  he  would  confine  hhn- 
self  within  the  prescribed  limits^  and  h^ 
(sir  W.  Wynn)  thought  he  ought  to  d^ 
so. 

Sir  7.  Lethkridg$  ]cn^w  how  Fory  Aift-* 
cult  it  was  to  descrOie  ^  opinion  which 
he  had  to  describe ;  especially  after  th^ 
marked  disaporobation  which  had  been 
expressed  to  tne  course  wbidi  he  had 
taken ;  but  he  was  not  to  be  detiMTedfrom 
the  point  which  he  wa^  coming  to.  If  he 
could  not  arrive  a(t  it  by  dielimits  v4Ucb 
were  set  to  the  debates  m  ihat  Hons^y  bis 
would  take  the  liberty  pf  supposing  a  case 
by  which  he  hoped  to  mpke  hunseli  under- 
stood. Suppose,  then,  these  was  %  '09W~ 
try  not  far  from  Great  Botaint  th«  monaroli 
of  which*** 

Mr.  Wutm  rod^  to  iqfonn  th^  hon. 
baronet,  wat  that  was  not  9  point  of 
etiquette,  but  the  vwy  ^9enj;e  of  the  con* 
stitution,  on  Which  the  sq;>aration  pf  tho 
different  powers  of  the  state,  and  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  that  House  depended* 
He  called  upon  the  Speaker  to  inform  tha 
h(m.  baronet,  that  he  was  not  at  Uber^  to 
do  that  indirectly  whiph  he  eoujd  not  do 
directly,  and  that  there  wei«  00  maanp  hlf 
whidi  he  cpuld,  consistently  with  thn 
orders  of  that  House,  arrive  at  that  pfgyint 

which  he  wns  evidently  la!hounng  to 

reach. 

The  Spegker  said*  he  took  it  to  )>e  pei> 
fectly  clear  that  that  whiqh  could  not  be 
said  directly,  could  notp  inord^,  be  stated 
by  any  circuitous  mcsaos.  If  he  had  4is^ 
tmctly  sffrived  at  the  meaning  of  the  hon* 
baxooet  as  soon  m  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  called  him  to  order,  he  shontd 
have  intarfejed  brfore.  Hie  hon.  baionc^ 
must  nnd«9^taod,  that  it  w9B  notaUowaUej 
by  any  hvpotbesii^  to  introdiafce  any  mea- 
tion  of  the  king,  wbi^  would  inteifaBe 
witb  the  freedom  of  deibate,  or  pantrpl  the 
opinions  of  that  House.  7)^  me  qf  thn 
king^s  nvne  for  any  such  purpose  in  thai 
Bouse  was  not  constitutional» 
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•  Sir  7.  Lethbridge  continued.   He  could 
pnly  say  again,  that  when  he  looked  at 
the  situation  in  which  the  government  was 
placed,  and  at  the  discordant  materials 
of  which  it  was  composed,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  could  not  stand  long.     The 
fight  hon.  gentleman  had  described  what 
passed  between  himself  and  his  sovereign  ; 
and  it  would  not  be  forgotten  under  what 
circumstances  his  majesty  invested  him 
with  full  power  to  form  an  administration. 
But  what    sort   of   an    administration? 
Why,  an  administration  on  the  grounds  of 
he  late  administration.     But  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  formed  an  adminis- 
tration on  principles  directly  opposite  to 
his  own,  and  one  which  could  not  possibly 
go  on  without  a  considerable  compromise 
of  principle.    The  House  saw  a  consider- 
able portion  of  those  who  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  sit  on  the  Opposition  side  now 
sitting    on    the    other;    and   the  leader 
of  them  had  nevertheless  declared  that 
their  principles  were  unchanged.     Upon 
what  were  they  agreed  ?    Upon  one  ques- 
tion only,  and  that,  too,  a  question  which 
they  dared  not  touch.    But,  could  that 
question  be  carried  now  ?    No.     He  must 
not  allude  to  it ;  but  they  knew  very  well 
the  reason  why  it  could  not  be  carried. 
Who,  then,  were  deceived?    Why  both 
the  Protestants  and  the    Catholics.     If 
there  was  any  sincerity  in  what  all  of  them 
bad  said,    Ireland  must  be  in  a  most 
perilous  state  as  long  as  this  question  was 
nung  up  and  laid  aside  in  die  most  shabby 
manner.    He  would  say  tliat  this  was  not 
constitutional — \X  was  not  parliamentary — 
it  was  not  like  a  prime  minister ;  and  he 
would  tell  those    hon.  gentlemen,    that 
whatever  their  talents  might  be,  if  they 
were  destitute  of  political  integrity,  their 
talents  would  weigh  but  as  a  feather  in 
tlie  ^timation  of  the  country.     He  was 
convinced  that  the  time  would  come  when 
the  march  of  intellect  [laughter]  —  they 
had  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  march  of 
intellect,  and  it  now  turned  out  to  be 
only  a  matter  of  merriment  [laughter] — 
the  time,  however,  would  come  when  con- 
siderable disgust  would  be  raised  in  the 
public  mind  if  they  saw  any  compromise 
of  principle.     Was  it,  then,  nothing  for 
the  people  to  look  upon  any  body  of  men 
with  contempt  ?    To  this  the  country  must 
soon  come,  if  they  saw  anv  compromise  of 
public  principle.    He  would  contend,  that 
this  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  every  man 
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of  those  supplies  which  were  now  nearly 
completed ;  and  he  should,  therefore,  make 
no  apolg^  for  doing  what  his  duty  to  those 
who  sent  him  there,  and  to  the  public  at 
large,  demanded.  He  would  not  have 
found  fault  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  coalition  that  had 
taken  place ;  but  now  he  must  tell  him, 
that  he  had  fallen  from  the  pinnacle 
of  his  greatness,  and  that  he  must  look 
sharp  if  he  meant  to  regain  it  In 
the  cabinet  which  he  had  formed,  there 
were  not  less  than  twelve  for  the  Catholic 
question,  and  only  three  against  it.  Twelve 
to  three  were  fearful  odds ;  and  yet  it  was 
not  to  be  carried.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  allowed  persons  to  slip  a  wedge 
into  the  cabinet,  with  the  sharp  end  fore- 
most. They  had  not  beg^n  to  drive  it 
yet;  but  when  they  did,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  find  it  difficult  to  prevent 
their  driving  it  up  to  the  hilt  [laughter.] 
Honourable  gentlemen  might  laugh ;  but 
he  had  seen  quite  enough  of  politics  to 
tell  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  his 
situation  was  a  very  ticklish  one  ;  for  who 
would  expect  that  persons  so  diflferent  in 
opinion  could  go  on  for  any  length  of 
time  ?  It  was  impossible.  The  learned 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Brougham)  had 
taunted  him,  and  asked  him,  "  Why  he 
did  not  bring  forward  a  motion  V*  That 
learned  gentleman  and  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  were  now  friends;  and  two 
very  good  tacticians  they  were.  It  was 
not  from  want  of  inclination  that  he  hesi- 
tated to  bring  forward  a  motion.  If  he 
had  talent  enough,  he  would  brinjg"  one 
forward  directly.  As  it  was,  he  did  not 
think  that  he  should  g^ve  notice  of  a 
motion  on  that  night,  nor  on  Monday 
night.  Indeed,  he  had  not  yet  made  up 
his  mind  when  he  should  bring  forward  a 
motion,  or  whether  he  should  bring  forward 
a  motion  at  all.  He  thought  he  had  given 
every  proof  that  he  was  not  actuated  by 
rancour  or  personal  hostility ;  but  he  never 
would  flinch  from  opposing  a  body  of 
persons  who  were  guilty  of  a  compromise 
of  principle.  Although  he  had  been  driven 
by  the  technical  objections  of  the  House, 
from  a  point  which  was  the  strongest,  it 
was  discussed  all  over  the  country ;  and 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  could  not  get 
over  it. 

Mr.  Curwen  did  not  think  the  hon. 
baronet  had  conducted  his  opposition  with 
discretion.    Jf  he  were  anxious  to  root  the 
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the  country,  he  could  not  adopt  a  more 
effective  course.  For  his  part,  he  enter- 
tained an  opinion  favourable  to  reform ; 
but  he  saw  no  prospect,  at  present,  of 
carrying  that  measure.  Reform  was,  how- 
ever, not  now  the  question,  but  whether 
he  ^ould  withhold  his  support  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  in  many  of  whose 
measures  he  agreed,  and  thereby  promote 
the  return  to  power  of  those  to  whose 
measures  he  was  ten  times  more  opposed, 
and  who  had  not  a  tithe  of  his  abilities. 
If  he  were  asked,  could  he  conscientiously 
support  the  administration  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  he  would  reply,  he  would 
give  it  his  support,  as  being  the  most  com- 
petent to  extricate  the  country  from  its  dif- 
ficulties. Without  nledging  himself  to  ap- 
prove all  the  right  non.  gentleman's  mea- 
sures, he  would  say,  "  Give  him  fair  play  l*' 
Lord  Ccailereagh  begged  leave  to  dis- 
claim all  that  savoured  of  personal  hostility. 
The  basis  of  his  opposition  was,  that, 
surrounded  by  opponents  to  the  Catholic 
claims,  and,  deserted  by  its  supporters,  he 
considered  himself  almost  in  an  isolated 
situation.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  Catholic  questions  had  been  sunk 
for  ever.  It  was  true  that,  in  the  present 
cabinet,  there  were  twelve  in  favour  of 
that  question,  and  only  three  against  it; 
but  then  there  was  that — ^though  he  must 
not  allude  to  it — ^which  would  make  those 
twelve  as  dust  in  the  balance.  When  he 
looked  at  that  question,  he  could  not 
conceive  how  it  could  be  carried  through, 
by  controlling  or  by  perverting  the 
established  opinions  in  the  highest  quarter 
of  the  state.  He  wished  to  see  it  carried ; 
but  he  did  not  see  any  hope.  They  had 
been  told  that  a  day-spring  from  on  high 
had  visited  Ireland ;  but  he  was  more 
inclined  to  look  upon  it  as  the  glare  of  an 
unwholesome  marsh  meteor,  which  betray- 
ed the  traveller  to  destruction,  and  which 
would  leave  them  in  a  state  of  greater 
Cimmerian  darkness  than  before.  He  saw, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  great 
authorities  for  a  contrary  opinion ;  and  he 
hoped  that  he  was  wrong.  For  his  own 
part,  he  was  unable  to  see  how  the  ques- 
tion had  been,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
advanced.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought 
he  might  congratulate  the  Protestants  on 
the  decisive  vantage-ground  which  they 
had  gained ;  and  he  must,  therefore,  ofier 
a  decided  opposition  to  a  government 
under  which  the  Catholic  question  was 
less  likely  to  be  carried  than  before. 


Mr.  Lindsay  said,  he  could  not  give 
his  confidence  to  the  ministry  until  he 
had  seen  more  of  their  measures.  They 
were  told,  as  an  excuse  iox  gentlemen 
taking  seats  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  that  they  had  long  agreed  on 
almost  every  question  with  his  majesty's 
ministers.  But,  if  this  were  so,  why  had 
they  remained  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  so  long?  and  why  had  so  many 
divisions  taken  place  on  various  questions 
in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years? 
Were  not  the  gentlemen  who  had  gone 
over  separated  in  opinion  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  the  question 
of  the  Test  act.  Parliamentary  Reform, 
and  the  Abolition  of  Sinecure  Places? 
With  respect  to  the  finance  of  the  country, 
were  they  not  decidedly  opposed  to  minis- 
ters? He,  certainly,  on  some  points, 
agreed  with  those  who  were  now  in  ofike ; 
but  his  support  must  remain  in  abeyance 
until  he  found  whether  they  did  or  did 
not  mean  to  adhere  to  those  principles 
which  they  had  formerly  possessed. 

Mr.  Birch  thought  it  his  duty  to  sup- 
port a  ministry  whose  principles  were 
manifestly  more  liberal  than  those  by 
which  several  of  the  late  ministers  were 
actuated.  As  an  advocate  for  liberal 
principles,  he  would  give  his  cordial  sup- 
port to  the  present  administration. 

Mr.  Winn  said,  he  meant  to  give  the 
ministry  his  support,  until  th^ir  actions 
caused  him  to  withhold  it.  They  ou^ht, 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  tried  by  their  actions 
before  they  were  condemned.  Nothing 
could  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  declare 
a  want  of  confidence  in  those  who  had, 
as  yet,  done  nothing  to  forfeit  that  con- 
fidence. At  the  same  time  he  must  say, 
that  he  looked  with  great  surprise  at  the 
conduct  pursued  by  some  of  the  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  Whig  party.  They 
had  entered  into  a  coalition  with  minis^ 
ters ;  and,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  they 
had  thrown  the  Catholic  question,  as  well 
as  paiiiamentary  reform,  overboard.  Bril- 
liant hopes  had  been  held  out  to  the 
Catholics ;  but  those  hopes  must  be  dis- 
appointed, when  their  most  strenuous 
advocates  were  found  united  with  indi- 
viduab,  several  of  whom  were  decidedly 
opposed  to  it. 

Lord  Sandm  said,  that  those  who  had 
joined  the  ministry  had  not  abandoned 
the  Catholic  claims.  Any  individual 
might,  even  now,  bring  it  forward;  but 
he  considered  it  a  question  which^  under 
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the  prosit  circunstaacefty  no  friead  to 
tke  Catholics  would  force  ioiward.  He 
must  say,  that  if  any  fiiend  to  that  great 

Siestion  opposed  the  present  miodslryy  he 
ottid  find  it  difficult  to  disGoyer  the 
meaning  or  motive  of  his  conduct.  When 
an  opposition  was  made  to  governments 
the  intention  must  he  to  turn  Uiat  govem* 
meat  out ;  and  what  would  he  the  efiect, 
if  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  succeeded 
in  an  ohject  of  that  kind  ?  Would  he 
thereby  place  the  Ca^lic  question  on 
better  grounds  than  those  on  which  it  at 

K lent  stood?  There  were  obstacles,  he 
w^  in  the  way  of  Catholic  emancipft- 
tion.  Weie  those  obetaeles  thewofk  of 
the  pKsent  admimistratkm?  Certafaily 
not }  but  thsy  weie  fikeiy  to  be  removed 
by  that  tdnuMstiatiim^ 

Mrr  i.  Orattm  im$  j^bctly  eenvinced, 
that  no  fine  ci  emiduet  eonM  better  serve 
the  CaihoUe  cause  than  that  of  strongly 
supporting  his  <iajesty*s  present  ministers. 
He  woold  can  the  attentkm  of  the  Honse 
to  the  fact,  that  those  who  were  most  do* 
cidedly  exposed  to  the  Catholic  claims 
were  also  the  most  decidedly  opposed  to 
Ifae  new  administrtktiott. 

Lord  /.  Bu999U  thought  it  would  be 
nnfair  and  ui^usl^  on  entering  into  a  com* 
mattee  Of  supply,  to  call  on  a  oew  govern* 
,ment  to  state  What  retrenchments  they 
meant  to  make.  He  ihould,  however,  re- 
serve to  hifftself  the  right,  nett  year,  to 
oppose  any  iteni  of  expenditure  trhioh, 
after  the  mbouts  of  the  finanoe  commit'- 
tee  had  been  completed,  he  might  deem 
najphroper. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  ^f  Supply,  in  which  the  several 
Irish  MiseelllineouB  Services  were,  after 
n  desultory  conversation,  agreed  to. 
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Monday f  May  28. 
Wool  TnAox.]  Mr.  Portman  pre- 
sehtfd  a  petition  from  the  Wool-growers  of 
porsetshire*  The  hon.  melnber  etitered 
into  a  statement  of  the  past  and  present 
oonditien  of  the  wboUgrowers.  He  ob^ 
sefved,  that  they  had>  at  that  moment,  in 
their  frarehouses,  a  stock  equal  to  three 
years*  produce,  without  the  slightest  hope 
<tf  a  market  Since  th^  chancellor  of  the 
Bxehequet  had  induced  the  duty  on  ib- 
>^igh  \tt)ol,  there  had  been,  in  one  year, 
n<»  les|  than  Aity-^tee  miUton,  eight 
bundled  and  ttnnyHevm  thoiiiaad  ponnds 
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io^rted  Intor  thi$  conntiy. 
meusqnanti^,  united  vrith  the  increasing 
prodttction  of  the  oountry,  rendered  the 
case  of  the  fannets  almost  hcpelem;  al- 
though, he  believed^  theie  had  been  nvery 
great  mcrease  for  some  time  in  the  de- 
mand. From  1824,  when  the  first  nlter- 
ation  took  place  in  the  duty,  down  to  the 
present  time,  wool  had  fall«Ei  in  price  from 
twenty*two  pence  to  ten-pence^  atwhieh 
pnce  he  believed  it  to  be  at  this  moment. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  the  landlords  to 
meet  the  heavy  demands  made  upon  them 
in  the  way  of  taxation,  unless  agricuhninl 
produce  was  encouraged  in  a  correspond- 
ing degree  to  that  bestowed  upon  mami- 
tiotttrea^  With  the  low  price  of  eom 
which  ttiey  Would  have  to  encounteri  and 
the  bW  prices  of  othet  aftides  of  a^cuK 
tnsnl  produce,  it  behoved  the  new  ministry 
to  take  into  their  considerttion  the  best 
mtkle  of  affording  the  agricnltnrists  sudi 
relief,  as  would  enable  metti  to  meet  the 
bnrtbehs  imposed  upon  than.  Much  of 
the  support  given  to  the  present  adminis*- 
tration  arose  from  an  expectation,  that 
duo  attention  would  be  p^  to  the  agri* 
cultural  interestf. 

Mr.  Huikissan  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary, after  the  judicious  opening  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  to  detain  the  House  long 
upon  this  subject.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  very  fairly  stated,  that  he  attributed 
the  ^existing  aepression  to  the  inordinate 
hnportatkm  of  1 825,  and  to  the  reduction 
in  the  duty  on  foreign  wool.  He  (Mr. 
Huskisson),  however,  looked  to  another 
source  for  the  distress  of  the  wool-growers, 
and  that  was  the  pressure  on  that  manu- 
facture, of  whteh  tne  article  of  wool  formed 
the  raw  material.  Now,  if  the  pressure 
arose  from  that  cause,  it  would  be  an  odd 
way— he  had  almost  said  an  Irish  way-— of 
attempting  to  remove  it,  by  railing  the 
price  of  the  raw  material.  Yet,  this  was 
the  remedy  proposed  by  the  petitioners. 
The  progress  of  the  present  depressiOB  was 
easily  traced.  In  1825  there  was  a  great 
importation  of  the  artkle  of  wool.  This 
led  to  a  stagnation  in  the  home  market--^ 
the  invariable  conseouence  of  a  ghitj 
hence  proceeded  a  foil  in  prices,  and  the 
subsequent  distress  of  the  growers.  And 
this  distress,  he  was  confident,  they  would 
consklerablv  aggravate,  if  they  were  to 
take  awav  the  only  chance  which  the  wool* 
growers  had  of  an  imptovcment ;  namely, 
the  foreign  demand  for  the  manufoctnred 
article^    It  ooold  not  be  qaestiOfied,  ital 
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racb  a  ooweaudiice  would  result  from  any 
namwure  tenaing  to  place  the  British  ma- 
Qttiacturer  in  a  state  more  unfavourable  to 
competition  than  be  was  in  at  present  In 
1S25  there  was  a  combination  of  causes, 
which  led  to  the  unfavourable  result  of 
that  year*  The  extravagant  speculations, 
not  only  in  wool,  bat  in  every  other  article 
of  commerce,  were  such,  that  it  was  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  such  an  enormous 
importation  should  have  taken  place,  as 
to  produce  stagnation  in  the  market,  and 
amwqiiont  low  prices.  But  it  was  not 
only  in  wool  that  this  fall  of  prices  had 
occurred.  He  had  been  looking  over  a 
taUe  of  the  prices  of  different  articles, 
Qfily  that  morning — and  the  reductions  he 
found  to  be  upon  cotton,  since  1825,  from 
Is.  6)ci.  to  Td.  s  sugar  from  45s,  to  30«. ; 
silk  from  ls*5d.  to  lid.;  tobacco  and 
other  articles  in  proportion.  The  present 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  a  proper  opportu- 
nity  for  inquiring  into  tne  grounds  to 
which  those  fluotualions  might  be  traced  ; 
nor  of  investigating  the  causes  which  at 
one  moment  had  led  to  the  extension  of 

Crticolar  manufactures,  and  at  another 
d  almost  occasioned  their  annihilation. 
This  depression  (which  was  now  clearing 
off)  was  not  confined  to  one  branch  of  raw 
material,  but  was  observable  in  all  those 
with  which  the  manufactures  of  this  coun« 
try  were  concerned.  Now,  he  apprehended 
that  the  same  causes  which  operated  to  les« 
sen  the  value  of  other  articles  used  in  ma- 
nufkctures,  must  have  equally  affected 
wool ;  aad|  when  they  ceased,  tne  value  of 
the  raw  material  would  be  proportionally 
improved.  In  1819,  a  duty  of  6d.  per 
pound  had  been  laid  on  the  importation, 
of  wool.  Beforo  that  time,  seventeen 
million  pounds  were  annually  imported. 
After  1819,  the  duty  continued  pretty 
neariy  the  same  up  to  a  recent  period,  and 
the  manufiscturers  complained,  that  they 
were  daily  losing  their  export  trade,  and 
that  many  branches  in  which  there  had 
previously  been  a  considerable  demand, 
were  declining,  in  consequence  of  those 
duties ;  that  they  were,  in  fact,  undenoki 
by  the  manufacturers  abroad.  The  an- 
swer made  to  these  representations  was 
this — "  If  you  will  consent  to  a  free  ex* 
port  of  wool  of  British  growth,  we  will  re- 
duce this  duty  on  the  importatbn  of  that 
article/*  In  1624,  that  argument  pre- 
vailed. After  some  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  then  chancellor 
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his  object  Here  it  might  be  proper  to 
observe,  that  between  1819,  when  the 
duty  of  6d,  was  imposed,  and  1824,  whea 
it  was  modified,  tne  price  protected  by 
that  duty  of  6d.  was  not  a  high  price,  but 
a  price  which  continued  to  decline.  From 
1819  to  1824,  the  price  was  constantly 
declining;  but  in  1825  it  rose  again,  as 
indeed  every  article  did  at  that  period.  In 
1826,  the  price  was  once  more  depressed  ; 
and  it  now  remained  as  low  as  it  was  in 
1824.  But,  though  it  was  now  depressed 
in  value,  as  compared  with  1825,  its  pre- 
sent price  was  considerably  superior  to 
that  of  1819.  Wool  was  lis.  per  tod  in 
1.819,  and  it  was  now  firom  23s.  to  24s. 
per  tod.  ThehoD.  member  for  Calling- 
ton  *(Mr.  Baring)  seemed  to  think,  that 
long  wool  only  had  been  subject  to  the 
jealous  interference  of  the  legislature ;  but 
he  could  assure  the  hon.  member,  that,  up 
to  al^te  period,  the  severo  penalties  of 
the  law  were  directed  against  short 
wool.  The  reason  of  the  immense  growth 
of  wool  abroad  was  this :  —  foreign- 
ers found  that  their  corn  was  excluded 
from  this  country,  and,  anxious  to  pro- 
cure British  manufactures,  they  applied 
themselves  to  the  production  of  that 
article  which  they  thought  they  could 
most  readily  exdumge  for  those  manufac- 
tures. With  that  view,  large  flocks  of 
sheep  were  encouraged;  and  there  was,  at 
this  moment,  four  or  five  times  more 
Merino  wool  raised  in  Germany  than  was 
ever  beforo  known.  It  was  this  change  of 
system  that  mainly  contributed  to  the  de- 
pression of  the  price  of  short  wool.  That 
price  was  unquestionably  very  low  at 
present  It  was  low  in  comparison  with 
that  of  long  wool ;  but  long  wool  now 
commanded  a  price  double  that  which  it 
fetched  some  years  ago ;  and  he  thought 
that  any  interference  with  the  duty  now 
would  have  the  effect  of  depriviiu;  this 
country  of  a  considerable  foreign  tnde.  In 
proof  of  this  he  should  read  anextractfrom 
the  last  letter  reoetved  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  from  Mexico.  It  was  dated  the  21st 
of  December,  and  conUinedthe  followbg 
passage :— ''  The  imporU  from  Europe  are 
chiefly  confined  to  silk,  linen,  cotton  and 
woollen  manuftctures.  The  silks  are 
imported  from  Fmnoe— the  linens  from 
Oermany-^tiie  woollens  priac^ly  bom 
England  and  the  United  States.  France 
ako  furnishes  a  considerable  quantity  of 
linen.    Some  branches   of  the    English 

cloih-trada  has  dfoUned,  %$  tba  Fm^ 
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are  able  to  undersell  us,  in  consequence  of 
the  cheapness  of  the  raw  material ;  but 
the  English  broad-cloths  have  a  decided 
advantage.  In  that  line,  the  French  cannot 
enter  into  a  competition  with  us."  Now, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  if  they  in- 
creased the  price  of  that  species  of  wool 
which  entered  into  the  composition  of  every 
sort  of  cloth  ?  Would  they  not  thereby 
deprive  themselves  of  the  portion  of  this 
foreign  trade  which  they  now  possessed  ? 
The  facts  which  he  had  stated  were,  he 
thought,  sufficient  to  show  the  impolicy  of 
placing  any  additional  duty  on  wool. 
Looking  to  the  price  of  wool  in  1825,  and 
at  present,  the  duty  was  equal  to  twenty 
per  cent.  He  recollected,  in  1825,  when 
the  British  merchants  went  **  woolgather- 
ing "  in  every  part  of  Europe,  such  was 
their  eagerness  to  purchase  that  commodity, 
that  the  manufacturers  on  the  continent, 
not  only  did  not  buy  in  competition  with 
them,  but  actually  sold  to  them  the  wool 
which  they  originally  intended  to  have 
manufactured  themselves.  The  wool  came 
to  this  country  at  double  its  ordinary  price, 
and  it  soon  fell  fifty  per  cent  below  that  or- 
dinaryprice.  Itwas  impossible  to  prevent  this 
spiritotspeculation  in  a  free  countrylikeours. 
AH  they  could  do  was  to  lament  a  system 
which  produced  such  unfortunate  results. 
With  respect  to  tlie  duty  imposed  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  wool  into  France, 
it  was  undoubtedly  very  considerable. 
Their  course  was  this — a  heavy  duty  was 
laid  on  the  wool  imported,  and  an  account 
was  opened  between  the  officers  of  govern- 
ment and  the  importer.  A  drawback 
greater  than  the  amount  of  the  duty  was 
flowed  to  the  importer,  if  he  proved  satis- 
factorily that  hehad  exported  woollen  goods 
equal  in  value  to  the  quantity  of  wool  which 
he  had  imported.  This  system  might 
answer  in  France ;  but  it  certainly  would 
not  suit  the  complicated  machinery  of  the 
trade  of  this  country.  On  the  contrary,  it 
would  create  endless  confusion  and  embar- 
rassment. When  they  considered  the 
varied  manufactures  of  this  country,  in 
which  a  little  foreign  wool  was  mixed  with 
that  of  English  growth,  it  must  appear 
impossible  that  such  a  system  could  be 
adopted  here.  At  the  same  time,  he  did 
not  mean  to  condemn  that  policy. with 
respect  to  France.  He  would  remind  the 
House,  that  France  and  the  Netherlands 
were  running  this  country  very  hard,  with  J 
reference  to  woollen  manufactures ;  and,  ; 
lberefore»  if  heavy  dutiea  were  kid  on  the  ; 


Wool  Trade. 


tWi 


raw  material,  it  would  be  giving  diose 
countries  a  great  advantage  over  England. 
It  was  clear  that  such  a  proceeding  must 
injure  the  grower,  who  must  of  necessity 
suffer,  if  the  manufacturer  could  not  pur- 
chase. It  would  be  the  means  of  depriving^ 
the  labourer  and  the  industrious  artisan  of 
this  country  of  that  employment  and  re- 
muneration, which  his  exertions  deserved. 
He  would  tell  those  who  were  interested 
in  the  success  of  agriculture,  that  that 
system  best  deserved  their  support,  which 
gave  steady,  constant,  and  full,  employment 
to  the  labourer,  and  which  afforded  him 
good  and  sufficient  wages.  It  was  with  a 
view  to  the  establishment  of  that  system, 
that  the  government  was  now  acting;  and, 
by  properly  following  it  up,  they  would  do 
infinitely  more  to  promote  the  agricultttTe 
of  the  country,  than  by  any  artificial 
attempt  to  force  production  beyond  the 
fair  limits  of  demand. 

Colonel  Daviei  reprobated  the  petition, 
as  originating  in  the  selfishness  of  a  class 
seeking  to  place  upon  others  the  burthena 
which  they  ought  to  bear  themsdves. 

Mr.  Calcraft  did  not  concur  in  the 
prayer  of  the  petition ;  but,  he  must  say, 
that  he  believed  his  gallant  friend  was  the 
only  member  who  would  assert,  that  the 
petition  deserved  reprobation.  His  gallant 
friend  reprobated  the  petitioners  because 
the^  called  for  an  additional  tax  on  wool, 
which  they  conceived  would  serve  their 
interests.  They,  however,  were  not  sin- 
gular in  that.  The  fact  was,  that  every 
class  of  persons  was  so  heavily  taxed  'm 
this  country,  that  each  man  was  endeavour^- 
ing  to  throwhisown  burthen  on  theshoulders 
of  his  neighbour.  With  respect  to  the 
price  of  wool  in  Dorsetshire,  he  would  con- 
tend that  there  was  no  price.  The  gicwera 
could  not  sell  the  article  at  present ;  and 
that  at  a  time  when  they  had  the  expecta*^ 
tion  of  another  crop  coming  on  their  hands. 
Still,  he  knew  not  now  thev  could  be  aa« 
sisted.  This  was  but  cold  comfort;  but 
he  was  persuaded,  that  the  individuals  most 
interested  would  be  more  satisfied  to  hear 
the  fact,  than  to  have  any  delusion  prac- 
tised upon  tliem. 

Mr.  G.  Bankes  said,  it  would  have  been 
more  considerate  on  the  part  of  his  gallant 
friend,  if  he  had  waited  till  the  petition 
was  read,  before  he  passed  so  decided  a 
censui'e  on  the  petitioners.  If  he  bad 
waited,  he  was  sure  his  censure  would  have 
fallen  more  lightly.  He  could  not  but 
regoet  that  an  Eou.  nxember  had  madi^  any 


1041 


Penfyn  Becim  BUI. 


Mat  38,  1827. 


I04t 


alluaioh  to  the  political  changes  which  had. 
recently  taken  place.  He  thought  the 
present  was  not  a  fit  opportunity  for  such 
observations.  When  the  hon.  member  ex- 
pressed his  sentiments  with  respect  to  those 
whom  he  denominated  seceders  from  the  ad- 
ministrationi  he  had  heard  his  observations 
with  the  utmost  regret.  He  had  spoken  of 
those  seceders  as  individualswhohad  become 
odious  to  the  country — as  having  fattened 
on  the  produce  of  the  land.  These  accu- 
satwns  nad  raised  feelings  in  his  mind  more 
painful  than  he  had  experienced  on  any 
preceding  occasion.  The  petitioners  had 
a  right  to  complain  that  the  hon.  member 
had  accompanied  that  document  with  re- 
flections on  those  to  whom  the  county  of 
Dorset  was  under  the  deepest  obligations. 
The  petitioners  in  point  of  weight  and  pro- 
perty, were  entitled  to  the  respect  and  at- 
tention of  the  House.  They  had  not,  on 
all  occasions,  been  visiting  parliament  with 
feverish  complaints,  and  besetting  the 
throne  with  fancied  grievances.  They  had 
not  got  up  addresses,  first,  to  a  supposed 
iniured  queen,  and  next  to  a  supposed  ill- 
advised  king.  He  denied  that  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  govenunent  was  any  reason 
for  not  entering  upon  this  question.  If  a 
delay  had  been  occasioned  m  forming  that 
govenunent,  the  inconvenience  arising  from 
it  ought  not  to  be  visited  on  the  people. 

Lord  Miiion  said,  he  would  not  make 
any  remarks  on  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Corfe  Castle,  because  it  was 
quite  clear  that  the  speech  had  not  been 
intended*  for  that  place.  So  far  were  the 
petitioners  from  having  any  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  course  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  member  for  Dorsetshire,  that  his 
hon.  friend  was  entitled  to  their  gratitude ; 
and  especially  for  the  elucidation  of  the 
subject  which  he  had  drawn  forth  from 
the  right  hon.  the  president  of  the  Board 
of  Tiade-^an  elucidation  which  every 
candid  man  must  allow  was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Wettem  expressed  his  doubts, 
whether  it  would  be  a  wise  policy  to  allow 
of  the  importation  of  wool  from  dl  parts 
of  the  worid,  free  of  duty.  He  thought 
that  a  committee  ought  to  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  depres- 
sion under  which  the  agriculture,  manu- 
fiurtures,  and  commerce  of  the  country 
were  labouring, 

.  Mr.  Baring  said,  that  the  speech  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  been 
s^  clear  and  convincing,  tliat  it  had  set 
t)|e  question  completely  at  rest*    To  in^- 


pose  a  duty  on  foreign  wool  would  be  so  / 
mdefensible  a  measure,  that  it  was  un-  i 
necessary  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject ;  1 
and,  to  refer  the  petition  to  the  oonsidna- 
tion  of  a  committee,  would  be  onlv  to 
waste  the  time  of  the  House,  and  to  hold 
out  absurd  expectations ;  as  every  man  of 
common  sense  must  know  what  would  be 
the  result.  No  protection  that  could  be 
afibrded  would  balance  the  advantages 
which  the  foreign  grower  and  manufac- 
turer derived  from  the  cheapness  of  food 
and  labour.  If  such  measures  as  were 
advocated  by  the  opponents  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  should  be  carried  into 
effect,  the  wool-growers  of  England  would 
get  prices  inferior  to  those  which  they  now 
obtained.  He  should  suppose,  that  the 
House  would  no  more  appoint  a  commit- 
tee upon  thb  subject  than  they  would  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  regulation . 
of  the  price  of  labour,  or  rate  of  wages. 
If  the  country  was  to  thrive,  it  could  only 
be  upon  the  sound  principles  of  commerce 
supported  by  the  right  hon.  gentlonan. 
This  was  not  a  new-fangled  doctrine. 
The  free  importation  of  raw  materials  was 
an  old  principle  of  the  policy  of  this 
country. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

P£NRTN  Election  Bill.]  On  the 
order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee on  this  bill,  Mr.  Manning  said,  he 
did  not  deny  the  right  of  the  House  to 
look  into  the  former  offences  committed 
at  Penryn,  but  he  denied  the  justice  of 
punishing  the  present  electors  for  what 
was  done  so  far  back  as  1807.  Only  five 
persons  had  been  proved  to  have  taken 
bribes  at  the  last  election,  and  this  was 
not  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to  dis- 
franchise a  whole  borough.  If  the  punish- 
ment of  these  electors  was  to  be  increased 
in  consequence  of  what  had  taken  place 
in  1807,  he  did  not  see  why  the  House 
might  not  refer  to  any  period,  however 
remote.  He  denied  that  Sowell  had  been 
employed  as  his  agent 

Mr.  Legh^Keck  said,  he  would  have 
called  Sowell  to  the  bar,  but  for  the  dis- 
inclination of  the  House  to  hear  evidence 
at  tlie  late  hour  to  which  the  examination 
had  been  protracted.  He,  however,  had 
not  any  expectation  of  getting  much  in- 
formation from  him.  In  1819  the  House 
laboriously  endeavoured  to  elicit  from  him 
evidence,  but  in  vain.  The  hon.  member 
for  Penryn  had  declared,  that  this  SoweU 
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was  QOt  an  agaat  employed  by  him^  He 
oongratiilated  the  hon.  member  upon  the 
fiuBt  t  for,  had  it  been  otherwise^  he  would 
not  liow  haye  had  the  opportunity  of  ad- 
dleaauif  the  House.  That  hon.  member 
ought  not  to  refer  to  the  former  coiruption 
of  Ponryn,  when  the  last  examination 
fully  established  the  present  existence  of 
bribery  in  its  worst  sense.  This  was 
ftofoa^  as  wtell  by  direct  evidence^  as  by 
the  efforts  which  other  witnesses  made  to 
misrepresent  facts,  or  to  suppress  truth. 
If  this  w^TB  not  a  case  which  required 
varliameutary  interference,  it  was  beyond 
nis  conception  when  parliament  could 
interfere  to  check  corruption. 

Mr.  Ferguion  said,  that  if  this  was  not 
a  aasa  iik  which  parliament  oueht  to  ex^ 
eidse  its  power  of  disfhmchtoement,  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  coneeiye 
oireumstances  in  which  that  mode  of  pro^ 
oeeding  ought  to  be  adi^tsd.  He  could 
not  agree  with  the  hon.  member  for 
Penittii  that  nothing  was  proved  against 
the  borough.  It  was  ftilly  established, 
that  an  agreament  for  the  sale  of  the 
borough  had  been  signed  by  a  member  of 
that  House,  who  had  stipulated  to  gire 
each  voter  twenty-four  guineas  for  voting 
for  an  hon.  baronet.  Mr.  Swan  had  given 
each  voter  61, ;  but  he  had  refused  to 
give  them  the  breakfhst;  by  which  was 
meant  a  bribe  of  24/.  The  last  report 
of  the  committee  proved  a  variety  of  in- 
stances in  which  money  was  paid  for 
votes*  After  alluding  to  the  evidence-of 
Stanbury,  the  hon.  member  went  on  to 
express  his  surprise  that  Mr.  Freshfield, 
who  was  unknown  in  the  borough,  and 
who,  it  was  said,  had  employed  no  agent, 
should  have  met  with  such  signal  success. 
It  was  clear  from  the  evidence,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  represent  Penryn  without 
bribery.  This  fact  was  also  amply  proved 
by  captain  Pellew,  who  had  been  for 
years  a  resident  in  the  borough.  If  they 
should  decide  upon  disfmnchisitig  that 
corrupt  borough,  the  next  question  would 
be,  to  what  district  they  would  transfer 
the  elective  fmnchise.  For  himself,  he 
thought  it  would  be  right  to  give  it  to 
Manchester.  If  the^f  transferred  it  from 
Penryn  to  the  adioming  Hundreds,  the 
whole  power  would,  he  understood,  be 
vested  in  the  hands  of  two  or  three  great 
men. 

Mr.  /.  DenU&n  said,  there  never  was  a 
josser  case  of  bribenf  and  corruption 
taan  the  present.    The  borough  of  Penryn  | 
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had  been  guilty  of  similar  praotieea  in 
1807  and  1819.  The  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  at  the  head  of  the  government  had, 
on  a  former  foccaslon,  stated  that  if  a 
case  vras  made  out  agabst  any  borough, 
he  would  support  a  motion  for  its  dis« 
franchisement.  He  Was,  he  said,  ready 
to  sacrifice  Qrampound  in  order  to  pre- 
serve Old  Sarum.  Now,  he  called  on  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  adhere  to  his  pro- 
mise, to  attend  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,  and  to  disfranchise  this 
corrupt  borough.  If  this  was  not  done, 
they  could  never  attempt  to  assail  cor-, 
ruption,  however  undisguised,  on  any 
future  occasion.  If  they  deokkd  upoa 
the  disfranchisement  of  Penryn,  he  should 
advisoi  that  the  r^t  of  returning  mem- 
bers to  parliament  should  be  tiansfemd 
to  the  wealthy,  intelligent,  and  populous 
town  of  Manchester.  To  transfer  the 
right  of  voting  to  the  two  adjoiniog  bun* 
dreds,  trould  be  of  httle  avail*  Cornwall, 
as  a  county,  had  already  mora  than  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  representatives. 

Mr.  A.  O'Neill  objected  to  the  course 
pursued  with  respect  to  Penryn*  Allusioft 
bad  been  made  to  what  took  place  in  that 
borough  in  1807  and  in  1819.  Now  this» 
he  thought,  unfeir.  Were  they  to  keep 
a  paltry  running  account  against  this,  that, 
and  the  other,  borough  ?  Ha  called  upon 
the  House  to  put  out  of  their  recdUeotion 
the  details  of  what  took  plana  in  1807 
and  in  1819,  and  to  decide  upon  the  tvi* 
dence  now  before  them. 

Sir  C.  Burrell  said,  that  the  evidence 
now  before  the  House  was  conclusive; 
although  it  would  be  rendered  more  satis* 
factory  in  the  other  House,  as  their  lotd-*> 
ships  could  examine  witnesses  upoa  oath. 
It  was  a  singular  anomalyi  that  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commous 
should  have  power  to  examine  witnesses 
upon  oath,  and  yet  that  the  whole  House 
possessed  no  such  power.  This,  ha 
thought,  was  a  matter  which  called  for 
immediate  alteration. 

Mr.  1>.  Sarckiijf  said,  that  the  present 
electors  of  Penryn  were  about  to  be  pun- 
ished for  the  acts  of  those  who  had  gone 
before  tliem.  He  admitted  that,  at  fbrmer 
periods,  much  corruption  prevailed  in 
Penryn,  but  a  great  reform  had  takei^ 
place  in  the  borough  since  that  period.  It 
was  too  bad  to  condemn  this  borough  upon 
hearsay  evidence,  and  not  upon  that  whidi 
was  established  before  them.  If  the  pro» 
cess  of  disfranehiyemeot  was  amfljyal 
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egtinst  Pttnrjm^  why  was  it  not  to  be  car^^ 
tM  into  effect  with  respect  to  Old  Saram, 
Ofttton,  and  a  hundred  otherB  infinitely 
Mora  oormpt?  How  could  the  House 
determine  to  proceed  against  Penryn, 
where  there  were  fite  hundred  TOters,  and 
delay  to  proceed  against  Oatton,  where 
there  were  two  seats  that  were  always 
openly  sold  ?  If  the  House  proceeded  m 
tfie  one  case,  it  was  impossible,  with  any 
degree  of  consistency,  that  they  could  re^ 
fuse  in  the  other.  He  thought  that  the 
reference  to  Manchester  had  only  been 
faitrodueed  to  prejudice  the  discussion. 
The  committee  that  had  sat  to  decide  the 
aertts  of  the  present  election,  had  agreed, 
that  there  was  no  proof  of  corruption 

alliinit  either  hhnself  or  his  colleague. 
a  begged  to  tecal  to  their  recollection, 
that  out  of  the  five  last  eleotionSy  thiee 
had  passed  without  any  charge  of  bribery 
being  made. 

Lm  Miiion  thought  the  borough  of 
Pemryn  had  been  so  well  defended  by  its 

firesent  member,  that,  at  first,  he  really  be- 
ie?ed  the  favour  of  the  House  had  been 
ttansferred  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down  to  the  botough  itself. 
But  that  eflect  had  been  weakened  bv 
Anther  consideration  of  the  case.  He  dia 
not  think  it  proper  to  look  merely  to  a  few 
i«cent  elections ;  but  at  the  geneml  his- 
tory of  the  borough.  If,  from  such  an 
examination,  all  the  elections,  or  nearly 
all,  were  found  to  have  been  purely  con- 
ducted, it  would  be  an  act  of  mjustice  to 
disfranchise  the  borough  fer  one  ac- 
cidental ofience.  But  the  examination 
would  prove  exactly  the  reverse :  and  he 
did  think  that,  after  the  gross  corruption 
profed  against  the  Borough  in  1807,  its 
repealed  practices  of  brtberv  ought  not 
now  to  be  overlooked.  In  tnat  instance, 
a  committee  on  bdialf  of  the  electors  and 
ilr  G.  Hawkins,  now  a  member  of  the 
House,  actually  entered  into  an  agreement, 
counter  parts  of  which  remained  in  pos- 
session of  the  respective  parties.  In  the 
present  instance,  the  bribery  had  been  as 
real,  though  it  was  not  conducted  with  the 
same  fbrmality.  It  was  said,  that  there 
were  five  hundred  voters  $  but  it  should 
be  recollected,  that  of  these,  one  hundred 
and  filly  came  in  fh>m  the  neighbouring 
parts  on  ti^e  approach  of  an  election,  at* 
fracted  by  the  241.  and  the  breakfest. 
The  general  system  of  the  place  was  oor- 
f apt.  In  treating  this  subject,  he  wished 
Ae  House  to  proceed  accofding  to  the 


wisdom  of  ancient  times,  and  the  actual 
principles  of  our  government,  rather  than 
to  adopt  any  of  the  new-fangled  theories 
which  had  crept  in  of  late  years.  He 
wished  to  see  them  restore,  aa  often  as 
circumstances  would  permit,  the  old  feun« 
dations  of  the  representative  govenftnent 
of  the  country.  In  proposing,  however, 
to  remove  tl^  fhinchise  from  Penryn,  he 
did  not  do  it  on  the  supposition,  that 
Cornwall  was  too  well  lepresented:  he 
hardly  believed  that  it  was  enough  so^ 
But,  to  take  away  the  franchise  from 
Penryn,  could  not.be  to  take  it  from  Com*- 
wall,  any  more  thui  it  was  to  take  it  from 
Jamaica.  If  half  the  Cornish  boRMiehi 
were  disfranchised,  that  would  not  asect 
the  actual  representatkm  of  Cornwall: 
because,  the  members  who  obtained  seatft 
fer  those  boroughs,  by  means  which  he 
would  not  more  particularly  nOtlee,  dM 
not  represent  them !  practically  speaking, 
they  were  the  representatives  of  very 
dimrent  and  distant  places* 

Mr.  KctnJ^omngA  said,  he  had  been  one 
of  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  declare,  that  no  act  of 
bribery  wtis  proved  against  the  two  gentle* 
men  who  represented  that  place.  Boroughs 
were  not  always  corrupt;  for  he  could 
distinctly  declare,  tiiat  he  owed  his  elec« 
tion  to  the  unbought,  unsolicited,  sofihi^ 
of  the  town  he  represented.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  most  extraordinary  act  to 
disfranchise  a  borough,  when  there  was 
no  proof  of  corruption  against  its  two 
representatives. 

Lord  Althorp  thought  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  member  was  a  very  exbaotdinary 
one ;  and  the  more  so,  as  that  hon.  mem- 
her  must  have  recollected,  that,  although 
the  committee  exonerated  the  two  mem* 
bers  from  the  charge  of  cormption,  they 
had  unanimously  decided,  that  groes 
bribery  had  been  practised  in  the  borough. 
He  felt  that  the  House  ought  to  revert  to 
the  former  acts  of  the  borough.  The  case 
of  a  borough  was  not  like  that  of  a  man 
on  trial  for  a  particular  crime ;  when  it 
would  certainly  be  most  unjust  to  set  the 
former  acts  of  lifb  in  array  against  him« 
The  case  of  a  borough  was  to  be  deter- 
mined on  its  constant  practice;  and,  in 
the  present  instance,  there  was  a  practice 
of  cormption  for  the  course  of  twenty 
years.  As  a  member  of  the  committee, 
he  must  declare  it  as  his  ophilOn,  that 
Penryn  fomi^hed  a  gross  case  of  comip« 
tion. 
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Lord  John  Russell  stated,  that,  after 
what  had  been  said  about  Manchester  being 
introduced  into  the  discussion  to  prejudice 
the  question,  he  should  think  it  the  more 
convenient  course  to  declare;  first,  that 
Penryn  ought  to  be  disfranchised ;  and 
thenff  when  the  bill  was  again  in  the  com- 
mittee, the  proper  time  would  arise  for 
considering  the  place  to  which  its  franchise 
should  be  transferred. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee, 

Lord  John  Russell  proposed,  by  way  of 
amendment,  that  in  the  first  clause  of  the 
bill  the  following  words  should  be  in- 
troduced— *^  That  the  borough  of  Penryn 
be  hereafter  excluded  from  the  privilege  of 
renaming  burgesses  to  serve  in  parliament." 
The  question  of  disfranchising  the  borough 
would  depend  upon  the  House  being,  or 
not  being,  satisfied  that  great  corruption 
had  taken  place.  He  thought  that,  after 
the  evidence  given  before  the  committee, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  upon  that  subject. 
The  abuse  of  the  elective  franchise  had 
been  sufficiently  great,  to  justify  the  House 
in  taking  it  away  from  the  borough.  The 
next  question  to  be  determined  was,  to 
what  place  it  should  be  transferred?  Some 
members  had  intimated,  that  it  should  be 
transferred  to  a  large  town  now  unrepresent- 
ed; while  others  had  proposed,  that  it 
should  be  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
adjoining  hundreds.  It  would  aggravate 
the  defect  to  give  the  franchise  to  the 
hundred ;  as  it  would  throw  the  right  of 
election  into  the  hands  of  a  few  large  pro- 
prietors. This  mode  of  reforming  corrupt 
boroughs  in  fact  created  little  counties, 
and  did  not  tend  to  the  general  extension 
of  the  right  of  election.  It  had  often  been 
saidy  that  trade  and  manufactures  were 
not  sufficiently  represented  in  parliament ; 
and,  when  cases  of  this  kind  occurred,  ad- 
vantage [ought  to  be  taken  of  them,  to 
afford  representatives  to  large  and  in- 
dustrious masses  of  the  population.  A 
remedy  would  thus  be  gradually  supplied 
to  the  acknowledged  defect  of  the  House. 
He  therefore  proposed  by  one  bill  to  de- 
prive Penryn  of  tne  elective  franchise  en- 
tirely; and  by  another,  to  transfer  that 
franchise  to  Manchester.  He  moved, 
*'  That  the  borough  of  Penryn,  hereafter, 
be  excluded  from  returning  Burgesses  to 
parliament.'' 

Mr.  Legh'Keck  obsarved,  that  the  pre- 
sent bill  was  the  same  as  that  passed  by 
the  House  in  1819,  and  thrown  out  by  the 
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lords ;  and  it  was  now  supported  by  ad- 
ditional evidence,  taken  before  the  late 
committee,  and  at  the  bar,  to  shew  the 
existence  of  bribery  and  corruption.  In 
hi^  conscience  he  was  satisfied,  that  the 
safest  mode  was  to  g^ve  the  franchise  to 
the  hundred.  He  contended,  that  the 
manufacturing  interest  was  already  suffi- 
ciently represented  in  parliament ;  and 
that ,  although  the  resolutions  passed  at 
Manchester  were  most  temperate,  it  be- 
came the  House  to  beware  of  establishing 
an  evil  precedent.  If,  on  every  occasion 
of  this  kind,  the  franchise  was  given  to 
some  populous  manufacturing  town,  what 
would  become  of  the  much-taUced-of 
balance  between  the  manufacturing  and 
landed  interests  in  paAiament?  Aa  the 
experiment  was  of  injurious  tendency,  and 
as  the  course  pursued  in  former  instances, 
of  extending  the  franchise  to  the  neighbour- 
ing hundreds  had  not  been  complained  of, 
he  should  support  a  like  course  in  the 
present  instance.  If  the  contrary  was  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  he  should  bow 
to  it. 

Mr.  C.  Barclay  advised  his  hon.  rela- 
tive not  to  press  the  question  to  a  division, 
seeing  that  it  was  undoubtedly  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  that  Penr3fn  should  be 
disfranchised.  He  should  give  his  support 
to  the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord ;  as  he 
was  satisfied  that  to  transfer  the  right  to 
Manchester,  under  certain  restrictions, 
would  be  highly  beneficial.  One  limitation 
he  wished  was,  that  no  person  should 
have  the  power  to  vote  for  a  member  who 
was  not  rated  to  the  support  of  the  poor  to 
a  certain  amount.  In  Southwark,  which 
he  formerly  represented,  this  plan  was  found 
to  work  well,  for  there,  by  certain  local 
acts,  on  all  houses  under  20/.  a  year,  the 
landlord  paid  tlie  poor-rate,  and  the  tenant, 
consequently,  had  no  vote.  Yet  South- 
wark was  considered  a  scot  and  lot 
borough.  He  had  had  no  reason  to  com^ 
plain  of  the  electors  of  Southwark,  and 
certainly  he  never  knew  a  body  of  men 
better  able  to  think  for  themselves,  and  to 
decide  upon  any  great  political  questions. 

Lord  Milton  said,  that,  by  the  dis- 
franchisement of  Penryn,  a  vacancy  in  the 
representation  would  be  occasioned,  which 
vacancy  might  be  supplied  upon  two 
principles ;  population  and  taxation.  With 
reference  to  both  it  might  be  urged,  that 
a  large  and  wealthy  district  pf  the  me- 
tropolis was  unrepresented — ^the  parish  of 
Mary-la-bonne;  and  he  thou^t  that  il 
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had,  perhaps,  as  good  a  title  to  the  fran* 
chise  now  to  be  disposed  of,  as  any  other 
place.  He  protested  against  the  principle 
which  the  hon.  eenUeman  who  spoke 
last  wished  to  establish — that  of  confining 
the  right  of  voting  to  an  aristocratical  por- 
tion of  the  community.  The  abandonment 
of  the  ancient  system  of  the  constitution 
in  this  respect,  as  far  as  regarded  Leeds, 
and,  by  wishing  to  confine  the  right  of 
voting  to  a  certain  rental,  had  had  the 
effect  of  depriving  that  important  town  of 
the  opportunity  ot  returning  members,  and 
had  given  it  to  the  county  of  York  at  large. 
tie  objected  strongly  to  these  fanciful  de- 
vices to  exclude  ^e  inferior,  orders  from 
representation,  whose  interests  most  re- 
quired protection.  He  liked  to  witness 
^e  influence  of  the  inferior  orders  in  the 
House.  The  more  extensive  the  right  was 
made,  the  less  chance  there  was  of  cor- 
ruption. If  the  franchise  were  general, 
votes  would  not  be  worth  purchasing. 

Mr.  G.  Philips  believed,  that  the  feeling 
in  Manchester  was,  that  the  right  of  voting 
should  be  g^ven  to  such  only  as  were  rated 
to  the  poor,  for  houses  of  the  annual  value 
of  15/.  or  20/.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
present  was  a  very  favourable  opportunity 
for  introducing  the  principle  of  such  a 
qualification ;  and  the  constituent  body  in 
Manchester  would  then  consist  of  from 
five  thousand  to  seven  thousand  persons. 

Lord  AUhorp  put  it  to  the  hon.  member 
for  Leicestershire,  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  agree  to  the  disfranchisement  of 
Penryn  ab^lutely ;  leaving  it  to  the  House 
to  determine  hereafter  to  what  place  the 
representation  should  be  transferred. 

Mr.  Warburion  thought,  that  to  extend 
the  elective  franchise  to  the  adjoining  hun- 
dreds, would  be  throwing  the  power  of  re- 
turning the  members  into  the  hands  of  the 
landed  interest. 

Mr.  Alderman  WcUthman  expressed  his 
approbation  of  the  principles  which  had 
been  mentioned  by  tne  noble  member  for 
Yorkshire.  He  fully  concurred  with  him, 
that,  according  to  the  true  constitutional 
system,  representation  and  taxation  ought 
to  be  combined  as  much  as  possible ;  and 
that  the  influence  of  the  lower  classes  in 
that  House  ought  not  to  be  diminished, 
but  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  corruption, 
bv  the  numbers  to  whom  the  elective  fran- 
chise was  extended. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that,  loddng  to  what 
had  on  this,  and  on  former  occasions,  oc- 

W^nd^  he  U^ougbt,  that,  although  the  de< 
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grees  of  guilt  in  these  cases  were  diffierent^ 
enough  had  been  proved  against  Penryn 
to  call  for  the  notice  of  the  legislature ; 
but  he  did  not  think  it  had  been  proved, 
that  the  proportion  of  guilty  persons  was 
so  large,  as  compared  with  the  whole  po- 
pulation, as  to  justify  the  complete^ais- 
franchisement  of  the  borough*  In  a  ques^ 
tion  of  this  kind,  which  Was^  no  party  one, 
but  a  matter  rather  of  a  ji^dicial  nature, 
each  hon.  member  would  fbtm  the  opiliion 
which  he  might  consider  as  that  which  the 
state  of  the  case  called  for.  In  such  a 
state  of  things,  perhaps,  the  opinion  of  any 
single  individual  might  not  be  held  to  be 
of  any  great  consequence ;  but  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  committee  up  stairs 
was  so  weighty,  that  it  would  require  very 
strong  evidence  to  rebut  it.  Upon  the 
principle  which  he  had  already  mentioned  ; 
namely,  that  the  case  was  one  of  a  judicial 
character,  he  would  abstain  from  going 
into  any  general  discussion,  but  decide  as 
if  he  were  upon  a  jury,  and  bound  to  give 
a  verdict  strictlv  according  to  the  merits 
of  the  case.  He  did  not  think  that  such 
a  degree  of  g^ilt  was  established,  as  to 
warrant  a  total  disfranchisement.  Many 
were,  no  doubt,  innocent ;  but,  in  the  si* 
tuation  of  committees  of  this  description, 
the  innocent  must  sometimes  sufler  along 
vrith  the  guilty ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  he 
believed  that  he  should  do  his  duty  best 
by  supporting  the  motion  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Leicester.  As  to  the  case  of  Gram- 
pound,  he  had  only  to  observe  that,  when 
it  was  judged  proper  to  resort  to  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind,  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
to  trench  upon  the  franchises  of  any  parti- 
cular place,  the  most  constitution^  mode 
was,  not  to  adopt  an  entirely  new  representa- 
tion, but  to  confine,  as  much  as  possible^ 
the  franchise,  which,  though  strictly  a 
public  privilege,  was  still,  in  an  innocent 
sense,  a  valuable  private  possession,  to  the 
same  description  of  interest  as  that  from 
which  it  was  taken.  He  admitted  the 
convenience,  in  point  of  debate,  of  sepa- 
rating the  disfranchisement  from  anv  other 
question ;  but,  in  another  view,  he  thought 
it  was  material,  that  the  question  of  pai^ 
tial  disfranchisement,  and  that  of  fixmg 
the  manner  in  which  the  franchise  should 
be  subsequently  settled,  should  be  decided 
together,  instead  of  leaving  the  ulterior 
question  to  form  the  subject  of  a  new  vote ; 
and,  therefore,  without  enteritis  upon  a 
discussion  of  the  general  principle,  either 
one  way  or  the  ottoi  be  thought  hia  TOl| 
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tmfjki  to  be  given  for  the  motion  of  the 
hoD.  member  for  Leicester. 

Mr.  Hobhotuse  observed,  that  when  he 
•AW  a  frmd  fade  caie  of  cormption,  he 
wae  gUud  to  cut  away  the  corrupted  part. 
As  to  the  degree  of  guUt  which  was  auffi- 
eient  to  justify  disfranchisement^  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  and  himself  had  different 
views.  He  was  anxious  to  detect  i  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  ddend.  Hethought 
t^  better  couiie  would  be,  for  die  present, 
to  disfranchise  that  borough,  and  to  const* 
der  afterwards,  what  shodd  be  done  with 
%  He  thought  that,  if  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  could  be  persuaded  to  separate 
the  two  questions  of  disfranchisement,  and 
how  the  i^ace  thus  made  vacant  should 
be  supplied,  it  would  be  disposing  of  the 
matter  in  a  way  more  honourable  to  the 
House,  and  more  advantageous  to  the 
question  itself.  He  hoped  me  right  hon. 
geoftleman  would  not  press  the  question  of 
Uirewing  the  franchise  into  the  hundreds. 
Such  a  case  had  been  made  out  against 
the  borough  of  Penryn,  that  it  would  be 
an  imusttce  to  the  constitution,  if  it  were 
not  mfranchised ;  and  he  did  not  see  how 
Ais  was  to  be  done,  if  they  tampered  with 
that  ouestion,  by  intxoducmg  the  question 
how  tne  ftanduse  was  to  be  disposed  of. 
For  his  own  part,  he  would  not  vote  for 
the  disfranchisement  of  the  boroueh,  if  it 
was  to  be  thrown  into  the  hundreds ;  and 
he  did  hope  that  these  two  points  would 
be  separated,  ^t  the  country  might  not 
misunderstand  &e  principle  upon  which 
the  House  proceeded. 

Mr.  Wymn  said,  that,  of  all  the  cases 
.  which  had  been  brought  before  that  House, 
these  weve  few  in  which  bribery  had  been 
bfougfat  home  to  so  small  a  number  of  in- 
dividuals. At  die  same  time,  there  was 
dear  moral  evidence  of  a  much  greater 
system  of  bribery  having  been  carried  on, 
than  had  been  brought  home.  One  gen- 
tleman had  told  them,  that  he  left  Penryn, 
because  his  impression  was,  that  he  could 
not  procure  a  sufficient  number  of  votes 
wiAout  paying  for  them.  Nw  could  he 
dismiss  mm  his  mind  the  events  which 
had  taken  plaoe  at  other  elections  at  Pen- 
lya;  fiom  whidi  it  was  clear,  that  the 
bribery  was  not  casual,  but  systematic, 
and  diat  tt  could  be  veasoved  by  nothing 
but  the  interpositaon  of  parliament.  They 
might,  perhaps,  have  indulged  a  hope, 
that  die  pwnidhment  of  indtviduais  would 
p«t  an  end  to  this  praetiee.  That  esperi- 
^thad  been  tried,  bwtntill  die  system 
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was  carried  on.  This,  therefore,  was  $. 
case  in  which  the  House  ought  to  legislate. 
He  would  prefer  supporting  either  of  the 
propositions  which  had  been  suggested, 
to  leaving  matters  to  go  on.  He  was  an- 
xious that  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
member  who  btroduced  the  bill  should  be 
adopted,  as  it  would  then  be  less  liable  to 
be  lost  in  another  place,  where  four  bpis 
of  a  similar  description  had  already  foiled. 

Lord  Sandon  thought  it  would  be  a  pity 
to  neglect  so  good  an  opportunity  of  en- 
abling large  towns  to  send  members  to 
parliament.  If  the  principle  which  some 
hon.  gentlemen  had  insisted  upon  was  al- 
lowed to  prevail,  the  number  of  Cornish 
members  sent  to  that  House  would  be  as 
numerous  as  ever.  He  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  proposition  of  the  noUe  lord. 

Mr.  Woodf  of  Preston,  said,  that,  if  the 
hundreds  were  to  be  taken  in,  he  would 
not  vote  for  the  disfranchisement  of  the 
borough ;  for,  upon  that  plan,  die  para- 
mount influence  would  be  given  to  two 
great  neighbouring  proprietors,  lord  De 
Dunstanville  and  sir  J.  St.  Aubyn.  He 
regarded  the  influence  of  the  great  landed 
proprietors,  who  sent  the  iSai  members 
mto  the  House,  with  as  much  contempt  as 
he  did  these  corrupt  boroughs. 

Mr.  W.  Marshali  said,  that,  if  he  under* 
stood  the  proposition  rightly,  it  was  toallow 
those  persons  who  had  acted  in  so  uncon- 
stitutional a  manner  to  keep  their  votes, 
but  to  increase  their  numbers.  He  thought 
that,  if  any  change  was  made,  it  ought  to 
be  on  consdtutional  grounds,  and  not  a 
half  measure. 

Mr.  W.  Lamb  adverted  to  the  strange 
change  of  opinion  which  had  taken  place 
among  the  parliamentary  reformers;  for 
they  now  cried  out  against  increasing  the 
influence  of  the  landeid  interest,  and  the 
great  object  of  their  general  plans  of  re- 
form had  before  been  always  stated  to  be 
to  increase  that  influence.  6uch  had  been 
die  alleged  object  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
the  member  for  Westminster,  and  others ; 
and  yet  thejf  now  appeared  to  be  averse  to 
the  extension  of  the  influence  of  die 
landed  interest.  He  should  support  the 
original  motion. 

Alderman  fPal^Jbnoi  opposed  die  dirow- 
ing  open  the  franchise  of  Penryn  to  the 
adjoinmg  hundreds.  He  would  prefer 
having  the  abuses  of  the  representation 
left  in  their  hideous  deformihr,  to  the  de-. 
luttve  force  proposed  to  be  pfojed  oft 
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tunity  of  giviag  his  support  to  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer;  who  had  that 
erening^,  stated  that  though  he  was'opposed 
to  the  general  question  of  reform,  he  would 
assistin  ejecting  any  practical  good. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  if  ever  there  was  a 
case  that  called  ibr  the  intervention  of  that 
House,  it  was  the  case  before  thetn.  Pen- 
ryn  had  been  proved  to  be  thoroughly  cor- 
rupt; not  at  tne  late  election  meirely,  but 
for  a  series  of  elections.  Considering  the 
anterior  practices,  and  the  evidence  of 
their  continuation,  he  saw  no  other  mode 
of  dealing  with  the  corruption  of  the 
borough,  than  that  of  rooting  it  out,  by 
transferring  the  elective  franchise  to  some 
wealthy  town  at  present  unrepresented. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  m  the  couzse 
of  the  debate,  both  sides  had  assumed  the 
guilt  of  Penryn.  The  only  question  was, 
whether  that  guilt  should  be  punished  by 
letting  in  the  hundreds  to  share  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  or  by  transferring  it  abso- 
lutely to  some  other  place?  The  latter 
mode  implied  a  greater  degree  of  guilt ; 
but  the  former  was  not  consistent  with 
guiltlessness.  It  was  clear  there  must  be 
some  Aiult  in  Penryn,  else  why  sluice  them 
with  the  hundreds?  If  the  electors  of 
Penryn  were  innocent,  why  all  of  a  sud- 
den let  in  on  the  two  hundreid  voters,  who, 
for  the  purposes  of  bribery  and  corruption, 
had  been  made  four  hundred  voters,  the 
two  thousand  voters  of  the  neighbouring 
hundreds  ?  That  form  of  puni^ment  as- 
sumed that  they  were  condemned,  thou^^h 
not  so  deeply  as  by  the  other.  The  dif- 
ference ot  these  fonns  to  them  would, 
ho¥rev«r,  in  effect,  be  very  slight.  The 
skilful  voter,  who  looked  at  the  property 
with  an  eye  to  borough  objects,  and  re- 
garded hw  vote  only  with  a  view  to  sell 
itr— one  of  the  Stanburys  and  Sowells — 
would  not  thank  the  House  for  the  mi* 
tigated  form  idiich  would  let  in  upon 
him  the  two  thousand  voters  in  his  neigh- 
bouriiood.  Men  of  that  stamp  did  not 
love  their  neighbours  as  themselves.  They 
would  rather  continue  the  monopoly  of 
votes.  He  believed  firmly  that  Soweil  or 
Staabury  would  just  as  lief  have  the  bo- 
rough wholly  disfranchised,  as  retain  their 
votes,  if  they  shaied  diem  with  their 
neighboun.  What  would  they  sell  their 
votes  for  when  they  were  onlv  one  of 
twenty-five  hundrad  ?  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  the  disfranchisement  was  as  com* 
plete  by  letting  in  the  hundreds,  as  by 
transferring  the  dective  franchise  else- 


where. The  conrupt  interest  of  the  par« 
ties  punished  was  just  as  fully  extingnisked 
in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  He  would 
not  then  enter  into  the  in<|uiry,  whether 
Penryn  deserved  to  be  punished.  It  was 
admitted  on  all  hands,  that  it  had  bcurred 
guilt.  The  question  was  reduced  simply 
to  this :  whether  the  House  should,  by  the 
one  form,  operate  a  general  disfranchise- 
ment, without  making  any  provision  as  to 
the  parties  who  should  succeed  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  franchise ;  or  whether  the 
House  should  adopt  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Leicestershire  and,  by 
throwing  the  right  into  the  hundreds,  ad- 
mit them  to  share  it  with  the  borough  ?  If 
he  voted  for  the  latter  proposition,  it 
would  only  be  advancing  a  lew  steps  in 
the  inquiry ;  but,  if  he  voted  fbr  his  noble' 
friend's  amendment,  and  if  the  effect  of 
that  vote  did  no  more  than  merely  to  pre- 
pare the  canvass  on  which  the  future  artist 
might  inscribe  reform,  he  thouriit  he 
should  be  effecting  a  ^at  practiciu  good. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  question 
was  one  of  tne  greatest  importance;  but 
he  felt,  at  the  same  time,  with  his  noble 
friend,  that  the  frandiise  should  not  be 
extended  to  the  hundreds,  but  that  those 
who  had  been  proved  to  be  fi;tttlty  Aould 
forfeit  that  right  which  they  nad  too  long 
abused.  This,  of  itsdf,  he  conceived,  was 
a  sufficient  argument  in  favour  of  his 
noble  friend's  amendment;  namely,  that  it 
dkl  not  pledge  the  committee  to  any  one 
line  rather  than  another.  Any  member 
might  i^ve  his  vote  for  his  noble  friend's 
proposition ;  and,  on  the  ^ird  reading  of 
the  bill,  it  was  competent  for  that  hon« 
member  to  introduce,  by  way  of  rider,  a 
clause,  by  which  the  franchise  of  Penryn 
should  or  should  not  be  transferred  to  tnis 
or  that  place.  What  was  the  naked  fact? 
A  party  stood  accused  of  malpractices, 
and  a  verdict  of  guilty  had  been  pro- 
nounced. All  that  this  bill  sought  to  ef- 
fect was,  to  transfer  the  right  of  systema- 
tically perpetuating  a  system  or  abuse, 
whi6h  was  so  shamefully  carried  on,  that  it 
grew  at  last  too  intolerable  to  bear ;  and  the 
end  by  which  this  desirable  object  was 
sought  to  be  effected  was,  by  at  once  dis- 
fiaachising  the  guilty  borough  of  Peniyn. 
Whether  that  disfranchisement  should  be 
total  or  partial  was  matter  for  future  con- 
sideration :  but  let  the  House  come  to  tb% 
determination  to  ^franchise  the  borough 
at  once,  and  a  great  practical  good  would 
be  effected.    How  the  borough  shotdd  be 
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dealt  with  afterwards,  the  House  in  its 
wisdom  could  decide ;  but  he  thought,  if 
the  question  of  disfranchisement  were  at 
once  carried,  it  would  not  be  very  difficult 
to  determine  where  to  transfer  the  right 
of  voting.  The  House  should  recollect, 
that  there  was  such  a  county  as  Cornwall 
that  returned  no  less  than  forty-four  mem- 
be^  to  parliament,  and  then  there  was  the 
whole  district  of  Lancashire  that  only  re- 
turned fourteen  members.  It  was  the 
greatest  of  all  possible  delusions  for  hon. 
gentlemen  to  flatter  themselves  that,  by 
extending  the  franchise  of  Penryn  to  the 
neighbouring 'hundreds,  they  would  eiFect 
any  real  good.  He  did  not  wish  to  say 
where  the  franchise  should  be  placed,  be- 
cause he  thought  that  question  could  be 
discussed  with  far  greater  advantage  in 
some  future  stage  of  the  bill ;  but  this 
much  he  would  say,  that,  by  stripping 
Penryn  of  the  power  which  its  voters  had 
too  long  abused,  a  great  good  would  be 
e£fected. 

Mr.  S,  Bourne  said,  that,  if  he  could  be- 
lieve with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
that  a  verdict  of  guilty  had  been  pro- 
nounced against  the  borourii  of  Penryn, 
he  would  at  once  agree  in  ue  propriety  of 
stripping  the  borough  and  transferring  its 
right  to  some  more  deserving  place.  He 
felt  that  the  question  was  one  of  great 
difficulty ;  and,  if  any  means  could  be  de- 
vised by  which  those  who  were  guilty 
could  be  adequately  punished,  he  would 
vote  for  that  punishment.  But  he  did 
not  conceive  that  it  would  be  fair  to  dis- 
franchise a  whole  borough  for  the  miscon- 
duct, however  gross,  of  not  more  than  half 
the  voters  in  that  borough.  If  any  gentle- 
man could  point  out  any  way  in  which 
the  guilty  could  be  punished  witliout  in- 
juring the  guiltless,  he  would  willingly 
adopt  that  course ;  but  he  could  not  make 
up  his  mind  to  punish  both  parties  alike 
— a  proceedingwhich,  he  conceived,  would 
be  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice. 

The  committee  divided :  For  the  origi- 
nal motion  69 ;  For  lord  J.  Russell's 
amendment  124;  Majority  for  taking  the 
Elective  Franchise  from  me  Borough  of 
Penryn,  55. 

List  of  the  Majority  and  of  the  Minority. 
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Althorp,  vise. 
Archdeckne,  A* 
Barclay,  C. 

Baring,  F, 


Baringi  W.  B. 
Baring,  sir  T. 
Birch,  J. 
Benetty  John 


fientinck,  Lord  W. 
Blackburne,  J. 
Bright,  H. 
Broughaof,  H.    . 
Brougham,  J. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Calcraft,  J. 
Calvert,  C. 
Calvert,  N. 
Campbell,  C. 
Carter,  J. 
Cave,  R.  O. 
Clements,  vise. 
Colbome,  N.  R. 
Corbett,  P. 
Cradock,  S. 
Croropton,  S. 
Dawson,  A. 
Davenport,  D. 
Davenport,  £.  D. 
Davies,  T. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Dundas,  hon.  T. 
Ducane,  P. 
QenisoD,  W.  J. 
Downie,  R. 
Easthope,  J. 
Ebrington,  vise. 
EustoD,  earl  of 
Fazakerly,  J.  N. 
Fergttsson,  R.  C. 
Fitzroy,  lord  C. 
Folkestone,  vise. 
Fitzgerald,  J. 
Graham,  sir  J. 
Grosvenor,  hon.  R. 
Gordon,  R. 
Guise,  sir  B.  W. 
Guest,  J.  J. 
Heathcote,  G.  J. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
liobhouse,  J.  C. 
Howard,  H. 
Howick,  vise. 
Hume,  J. 
Hurst,  R. 
Jephson,  C.  D.  O. 
Kekewich,  S.  T. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
LAbouchen,  H. 
Lamb,  hon.  G. 
Lester,  B.  L. 
Leycester,  R. 
Lloyd,  sir  £.  P. 
Lombe,  £. 
Marryatt,  J. 
Maijoribanks,  S. 
Marshall,  W. 
Martin,  J. 


Maxwell,  J. 
Millbank,  M. 
Milton,  vise. 
Monck,  J.  6. 
Morpeth,  Tisc. 
Munday,  F. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
O'Brien,  L. 
Ord,  W. 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Pelham,  J.  C. 
Philips,  G.  sen. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  W.  S. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  G. 
Poyntz,  W.  S. 
Price,  R. 
Proby,  hon.  G. 
Protheroe,  E. 
Rancliffe,  lord 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Rickford,  W. 
Robarts,  A.  W. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Rowley,  sir  W, 
Russell,  lord  J. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Russell,  R.  G. 
Russell,  John 
Robinson,  G.  R. 
Rumbold,  C.  E. 
Sandon,  lord 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Shelly,  sir  J. 
Slaney,  R.  A. 
Smith,  W. 
Sotherou,  Admiral 
Stuart  H.  V. 
Stanley,  lord 
Stanley,  hon.  Ed. 
Tavistock,  Marquis 
Thompson,  C.  P. 
Townshend,  lord 
Tufton,  hon.  H. 
Tynte,  C.  K. 
Waithman,  alderman 
Warburton,  H. 
Webbe,  EdW. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Whitbread,  S.  C. 
Wood,  alderman 
Wood,C. 
Wood,  John 
Wrottesley,  sir  J» 
Wilson,  sir  R. 

TELLER. 

Lord  John  Russell 


MmOAlTT. 


Acland,  sir  T. 
Arkwright,  R. 
Barclay,  D.  * 
Batley,  C.  H. 
Binning,  lord 
Bonhasii  U* 


Buck,  L.  W. 
BuUer,  C. 
Buder,  C. 
Burrell,  sir  C. 
Bourne,  rt  .hon«S« 
Browii|  Jt 
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CamngtOD,  sir  F. 
CaoDiogy  rt  hon.  G. 
Chichester,  A^ 
ChapliDy  C. 
Clerk,  sir  G. 
Cockburo,  sir  G. 
Croker,  J.  W. 
Curteis,  E. 
Davis,  R.  H. 
Dottifiy  A. 
Douglas,  W.  R.  K. 
Duff,  general 
Drake,  T.  T. 
Eliot,  lord 
Farquhar,  J. 
Fellowes,  W.  H. 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  hoD.  V. 
Forces,  sir  C. 
Foster,  J.  L. 
Gordon,  John 
Grant,  sir  A. 
Grant,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Grant,  R. 
Halse,  J. 
Ilerries,  J.  C 
Hill,  sir  G. 
Horton,  R.W . 
Holmes,  W. 
Irving,  John 
King,  hon*  H. 


Lambert,  J.  S. 
Lamb,  R.  hon.  W. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W. 
Lowther,  lord 
Macauley,  sen. 
Manning,  W. 
Martin,  sir  B. 
CNeil,  A.  John 
Palmer,  R. 
Pallmer,  C.  N. 
Palmerston,  vise. 
Petit,  LH. 
PhilUmore,  Dr. 
Planta,  J. 
Saunderson,  A. 
Scarlett,  sir  J. 
Sibthorpe,  C.  D. 
Somerset,  lord  G. 
Spottiswoode,  A. 
Talmash,  hon.  F.  J. 
Tuilamore,  Lord 
Twiss,  H. 
Tyndal,  sir  N.  C. 
Van  Homrigh,  P. 
Vernon,  G. 
Wynn,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Wyndham,  W. 

TELLER. 

Legh^Keckj  G.  A. 


Election  ExrEKsEs  Bill.]  Lord 
Althorp  moved  the  third  reading  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Cakraft  rose  at  that  late  sta^  of 
the  bill,  to  give  his  strenuous  opposition 
to  a  measure,  which,  as  far  as  ne  was 
aware,  had  never  yet  undergone  discus- 
sion. He  thoueht  it  necessary  to  warn 
the  House  what  Uiis  bill  was  intended  to  do. 
It  disfranchised  eveir  voter  who  was  em- 
ployed as  an  agent  by  a  candidate  at  an 
election,  and  thus  threw  a  stigma  upon  all 
the  profession  of  the  law.  It  conld  not 
be  supposed  that  the  fees  which  at- 
torneys and  barristers  received  for  lending 
their  services  to  the  candidate  who  em->, 
ployed  them,  could  ever  act  upon  them  so' 
far  as  to  induce  them  to  g^ve  him  their 
votes  corruptly,  when  they  were  hostile  to 
his  political  principles.  He  was  sure  that, 
in  [X)int  of  pecuniary  emolument,  all  pro-" 
fessional  men  were  losers  by  being  em- 
ployed in  elections  [a  laugh].  He  was 
convinced  that  the  case  was  as  he  had  stated 
it.  That  part  of  the  bill  which  prohibited 
the  use  of  music,  ribands,  and  party  sym« 
bols  during  the  election,  would  destroy  all 
the  fun,  and  spirit,  and  gaiety  of  an  elec- 
tion, and  make  them  the  most  dull,  mo- 
notonous, methodistical,  and  ptucitanical 
neotaolea  that  could  be  imagined.    In 


point  of  fact,  without  flags  and  ribands, 
the  electors  would  not  know  whose  heads 
they  were  breaking,  and  might  knock  down 
their  friends  under  the  mistaken  idea  that 
they  were  knocking  down  their  foes.  It 
was  said,  that  the  candidates  might  select 
their  agents  out  of  those  persons  who  were 
not  qualified  as  voters;  but  what  un- 
qualified person  would  ever  feel  the  same 
interest,  or  exert  the  same  energies,  for  a 
candidate  as  the  quaKfied  person,  who 
had  identified  himself  with  the  candidate 
of  his  choice  ?  He  hoped  that  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  woula  be  deferred. 

Mr.  Hudson  Gumey  said,  it  was  his 
intention  to  move,  that  this  bill  be  read 
that  day  six  months.  All  the  malpractices 
which  it  was  intended  to  prohibit  by  this 
bill,  were,  under  heavy  penalties,  prohibited 
in  Ireland ;  and  every  one  of  them  were 
either  evaded,  or  something  worse  sub- 
stituted. He  had  just  been  on  a  long 
Irish  election  committee,  and  the  witnesses 
whom  it  had  been  his  lot  to  hear  exa- 
mined, proved  the  point  he  had  asserted 
beyond  possibility  of  dispute.  In  the 
election  to  which  he  alluded,  there  were 
whole  legions  of  lawyers  employed,  not  as 
lawyers,  for  that  was  one  thin^  petitioned 
against,  as  it  would  have  vitiated  the  re- 
turn ;  but  as  active  and  zealous  friends — 
for  which  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  these 
active  and  zealous  friends  were,  in  the 
end,  well  paid.  If  the  House  prevented 
the  candidate  from  paying  his  agents  re- 
gularly and  openly,  it  could  oiuy  go  to 
his  paving  them  through  a  third  hand, 
more  lavishly  than  he  would  otherwise 
have  done,  when  the  election  was  over. 
As  to  the  clause  which  prevented  any 
voter  from  wearing  ribands  or  other  mark 
of  distinction,  nothing  could  be  more  ab- 
surd, and,  indeed,  injurious.  It  was  a 
specimen  of  Irish  Imslation,  which  went 
to  put  down  forceabiy  any  insignia  of  the 
thousand  varieties  of  party  association, 
which  made  faction  harmless,  and  to 
divide  a  nation  into  two  parties  having 
each  to  other  the  most  deadly  hatred : 
and  from  Irish  Ic^lation,  and  Irish  peace, 
and  Irish  tranquillity,  and  Irish  elections, 
he  trusted  in  heaven,  that  England  would 
be  delivered !  They  could  not  break  Eng- 
lish custom,  do  what  they  would;  and^  in 
almost  all  the  places  in  England,  half  the 
electors  voted  for  a  riband;  and  it  was 
an  idle  folly  to  suppose  that,  bv  a  bill  like 
the  jpresent,  the  House  could  make  an 
English  eloGtion  as  demurs  u  a  Metbocl^ 
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isl  lo^'  feast.— The  hta.  mtadier'thtii  { 
proceeded  to  ridicule  that  clause  of  the 
bill  which  prohibits  any  man  from  votings 
whilst  he  bore  any  insignia  of  his  party, 
under  a  penalty  of  10/. ;  and  also  to  cen- 
sure the  clause  which  disfranchised  all 
those  acting  as  special  constables;  it  being 
obvious  that  the  friends  of  electors  might 
be  made  qpeeial  constables  and  paid  in 
their  places,  to  the  great  increase  of  that 
species  of  bribery ;  and  if  eyer  there  were 
disposition  to  not,  respectable  electors 
would  be  the  persons  most  likely  and  most 
interested  to  preserve  the  peace. — ^He 
said,  he  held  m  his  hand  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  very  conversant  in  elections, 
stating,  that  he  knew  the  means  by  which 
every  clause  in  the  present  bill  might  be 
evaded,  with  great  ultimate  increase  of 
expense  to  the  candidate  [a  laugh]. — He 
considered  the  present  bill  in  every  way 
objectionable ;  but  was  of  opinion,  oiat  a 
great  reform  mi^t  be  easily  intiodueed 
by  arrangements,  under  which  any  city  or 
borough,  however  populous,  might  be 
polled  in  two  days.  This  bill  contamed 
ao  such  arrangements.  It  went,  unne« 
eessarily,  to  di^ranchise  a  great  number 
of  voters.  It  was  a  bill  easy  of  evasion, 
and  producmg  necessarily  evasion;  and 
every  one  of  its  provisions  appearing  to 
him  either  mischievous,  or  frivolous,  or 
absurd,  he  should  conclude  by  moving, 
''  that  it  be  read  a  third  time  this  day  six 
months.'' 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  defended  the  provisions 
of  the  bill ;  and  declared  that  there  was 
nothing  contained  in  it  which  could  possibly 
disfranchise  a  single  individual.  It  pro- 
vided merely  that  no  eanvasser,  fiddler, 
ili^man,  or  messenger,  was  to  be  employed 
for  money ;  but  he  might  engage  himself 
in  any  of  those  capacities  for  the  benefit 
of  the  candidate,  if  he  chose  to  do  so  with- 
out demanding  any  recompence. 

Sir  jR.  Wilton  observed,  that  the  mem«» 
ber  for  Newton  was  rather  unfortunate  in 
bis  statement,  that  the  hoisting  of  ribands 
prevented  the  necessity  of  swearing  in  an 
additional  number  of  special  constables. 
The  exact  contrary  was  tiie  flM^t ;  as  might 
be  seen  by  a  refinance  to  the  late  proceed- 
ings at  Ck>ventry.  Ribands,  it  was  known, 
were  very  liberally  distributed  in  that  city ; 
and  yet  the  most  violent  prooeedinga  took 
place  there  at  the  last  election. 

Mr.  22.  Gordon  thoi^t  the  bill  an  in- 
■tanoe  of  very  petty  legislation,  which 
would  tead  to  incieast  mther  than  da* 
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crease  the  expense  of  eloctioas.  There 
was  one  clause,  providing  diat  no  persoa 
was  to  wear  these  favours,  or  do  any  of 
these  things,  for  six  months  before  the 
election  ;  which  would  be  thought  so  com- 
prehensivcp  that  it  would  lead  to  a  thousand 
inconMStencies.  The  Treating  act  had 
created  more  expense  than  any  whiok  was 
incurred  before  its  enactment ;  and  he 
was  convinced  the  provisions  of  Ae  pre- 
sent bill  would  have  the  same  effect. 
Under  this  impression,  he  would  vote  for 
the  amendment. 

Lord  Althorp  defended  the  bill,  and 
said  he  knew  several  iastanoes  of  the 
employment  of  seven  hundred  constables 
at  an  election.  He  had  heard  no  reason 
which  could  induce  him  not'  to  press  th^ 
bill  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  divided :  For  the  third 
reading  26;  Against  it  10;  Majority  16. 
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Wednesday,  May  30. 

Rbgulatioh  Of  Wages— P«TiTio» 
FROM  Norwich.]  Mr.  W,  Smitk  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  the  operative  ma- 
nufacturers of  Norwich,  praying  that  the 
Houso  would  devise  some  me^ns  fer 
settling,  by  law,  the  rate  of  wages  in  that 
city.  He  also  presented  a  simikr  petition 
from  certain  of  the  master  manufaetarers. 
The  first  petitk)n  was  signed  by  upwards 
of  ten  thousand  weavers,  vidio  were  in  a 
state  of  distress,  and  were  of  opinion  that 
they  might  be  relieved,  if  the  House  wonld 
take  their  case  into  consideration.  The 
master  manufacturers  concurred  with  diem, 
and  were  equally  anxious  for  the  experi- 
ment of  passing  a  law,  with  respect  to  the 
rate  of  wages,  which  should  be  binding 
upon  both  pavties. 

Mr.  Hume  objected  to  the  prayer  of  these 
petitions.  The  relief  which  was  asked  for 
could  not  be  granted  by  the  legislature. 
The  master  manufocturers  ought  to  have 
been  above  the  folly  of  demanding  a  kw 
to  regulate  the  rate  of  wages;  astlmymust 
be  aware  that  if  such  a  law  were  passed, 
various  circumstances  might  happen  mtaeh 
would  compel  tibem  to  break  through  all 
its  provisions. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  the  openilivtt  weavers 
of  Norwich  had  requested  him  to  supers- 
intend  the  presentation  of  these  petitions  ( 
and  he  had  great  satisfoction  In  accediBg 
la  their  leqaest,  in  ooBsequenon  ef  the 
ofdeiiy  OQfMittet  whfok  Ihegp  had  lutheiie 


eiUbitod.  Ddagates  fn»i  their  body  hid 
wailed  opoa  him  to  expbio  the  objoot 
which  their  petition  hi4  in  view ;  and  be 
would  aay  thi»  for  thenii  thai  men  of 
greater  intelligence  could  not  have  been 
easily  lehicted  for  the  taek.  On  his  first 
inter?iinr  with  them,  he  had  ditcouvi^ged 
the  idea  thai  the  l^ielature  coald  be  of 
any  uie  to  thenu  lliey  f^vopeiedy  that  U 
Norwich,  and  the  district  iminediataly 
adjacent,  a  seating  of  the  oaater  manu* 
fiustviaiB  should  be  heldi  mid  that  the 
wages  which  the  minority  of  them  should 
decide  upon  giving  to  the  weav»,  should, 
if  approved  b^  the  weavexs,  be  made  bind- 
iag  upon  the  minmty.  He  told  the  de*- 
legates,  that  if  such  a  bill  were  to  pass 
through  parliament,  it  would  be  destructive 
to  the  trade  of  Norwich ;  as  it  would  in* 
duce  the  master  manufacturers  who  did 
not  approve  of  it  to  transfer  their  capital 
to  some  place  where  such  a  law  did  not 
eiist.  In  oonteQuence  of  that  suggestion, 
he  obtained  an  admission  from  the  dele- 
gates, that  such  a  law,  if  it  were  confined 
to  Norwich,  would  be  as  injunous  as  it 
would  be  unjust;  and  he  then  endeavoured 
to  convince  them,  that  such  a  law  would 
be  no  lees  iuipolitic,  if  it  were  applied  to 
all  the  manufacturing  towns  of  the  king- 
dom. From  the  presentation  of  this  peti- 
tion he  was  afraid  that  he  had  not  been  so 
snocessfttl  in  his  argument  with  them,  as 
he  had  at  the  time  anticipated.  Hetrusted, 
however,  that  upon  consideration  they 
would  see  the  folly  of  the  measure,  for  the 
success  of  which  they  evinced  such  anaiety 
at  present* 

Mr.  Hud&m  Gunmy  said,  thai,  in  addic- 
tion to  what  had  iaUea  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  proceded  him,  he 
might  recall  to  the  reooileetion  of  the  hon« 
member  for  Norwich,  that,  in  point  of  fad, 
the  only  disturbance  that  had  ha|^aed 
there,  was  ftom  the  ooanlry  weavers  taking 
in  work  at  a  lower  price  than  thoee  in  the 
cily^an  evil  which  the  measure  prayed 
for  would  go  directly  to  increase. 

Mr.  /o£s  Wood  said,  he  had  received  a 
petition  of  a  similar  import  from  the  manu* 
JacturJM  classes  of  Prsaton.  Hewasoott«- 
lonced  thai  their  prayer  wee  such  as  the 
House  could  not  accede  to ;  and  to  Dioduce 
that  conviction  in  the  minda  of  nis  con- 
stitoents,  he  bad  sent  them^  copies  of  tha 
reports  gjede  by  lbs  committsps  whksh  had 
alssady  examiood  '^p*^  %^w  subifctj 

Mr.  C  QnaU  admifttedt  with  his  ii#il 
hom  fami,  th^  intelligmce  diiplnrnd  hj 
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the  delegates  who  had  been  aent  uf  froea 
Norwich  to  Loudon  to  superintend  tha 
management  of  this  peUtioa,  In  ipeakiug 
to  th^  upon  the  subject,  he  felt  now  un<t 
pleasant  it  was  to  oppose  a  measure  whkh 
those  who  were  suffering  under  gmt 
distress  thought  calculate  to  remove  it 
The  interview  which  they  had  had  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  had  produced  this  good 
efiect;  that  the  delegates  had  no  lougera 
wish  to  have  a  mere  local  act,  affaotiog 
only  Norwich.  Tbev  catted  for  a  gemrel 
measure,  afiecting  tne  whole  kingdom; 
and  the  mention  of  that  circumstance  wan 
a  proof  hpw  little  reUef  could  be  expectad 
to  the  distress  of  the  oetitiuners  (ioi|i  th# 
remedy  which  thev  had  themselves  dcniiad. 
To  hoi)e  for  relief  from  Iha  iuterventioa  of 
the  legislature  as  to  the  rate  of  wages,  wa9 
not  only  delusive,  but  calculated,  if  real- 
ized, to  aggravate  all  the  incoavauicncoe 
of  our  present  condition,  when  compared 
with  that  of  foreign  powers. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  if  a  temDorary 
bill  for  one  sesskm  would  satiajly  the 
petitioners,  he  should  hate  no  objoctkm  to 
allow  it  to  pass.  He  did  not  expect  thai 
it  would  be  of  much  advantage;  bul  ho 
was  anxious  to  have  it  tried,  in  order  thai 
their  minds  might  be  quieted. 

Dr.  Luikmg(€n  hoped  it  would  not  go 
forth  to  the  public,  tibat  the  House  had 
the  slightest  mtention  to  approve  of  fueb 
a  proposition.  Such  a  measure  wouM,  if 
passed,  be  delusive  to  the  petitioners,  aqd 
destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  maiMl-' 
facturers  at  large. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DissBVTias'  MAuai^oEs  BiXiIm]  Mn 
W.  Smith  moved,  thai  the  biU  be  siod  a 
second  time, 

Mr.  ifadflen  Qwrmy  said,  thai  he  saw 
no  reason  for  confining  the  Bill  to  Unita'^ 
lian  Dissenters*  hot  thought  all  Diasentera 
from  the  church  should  he  included;  aa, 
otherwise,  the  House  would  havo  ^V^^ 
cation  after  appUcalmn  of  the  same  natam. 

After  a  conversatkui,  in  uUch  Mr. 
Estoourl,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  R.  Grant,  air 
J.  Newport,  knd  W.  RubmU,  and  Mr. 
Wyno  took  a  part,  the  bill  was  rend  n 
fflpond  time. 
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PfTBUGATioir   Of    Lin»M  ■  Mowow 
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Mr.  Hwne  said,  he  rose,  pursuant  to 
notice,  to  move  for  the  repeal  of  one  of 
ihose  acts  which  were  passed  in  the  year 
1819,  commonly  known  by  the  title  of  the 
"  Six  Acts."  It  was  his  intention  to  have 
moved  for  the  same  thing  during  the  last 
session ;  and,  when  he  contemplated  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
ministry,  he  could  not  help  hoping  that 
the  delay  would  prove  a  fortunate  one  for 
the  question  which  he  now  advocated.  The 
House  would  doubtless  recollect,  that  when 
these  acts  were  passed,  there  reigned 
throughout  the  country  great  discontent, 
occasioned  by  distressing  want  which  in- 
duced the  people  to  assemble  in  large 
numbers ;  and  they  were,  for  this,  accused 
of  wishing  to  upset  the  government.  The 
House  then  thought,  that  certain  regula- 
tions were  necessary  to  prevent  the  physical 
force  of  the  country  from  destroying  the 
established  institutions,  and  to  prevent 
anarchy  and  disorder  resulting  from  such 
meetings.  Of  the  acts  then  passed,  that 
:which  was  called  the  **  Seditious  Meetings' 
iPrevention  Act,"  expired  in  1824,  and  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown,  by  allowing  it  to 
expire,  admitted  that  there  was  no  further 
necessity  for  the  continuance  of  it.  But 
then  the  ministers  and  the  Attorney- 
general,  by  whom  these  acts  were  intro- 
duced, contended,  that  they  must  be  taken 
as  a  whole ;  and,  if  this  were  tnie,  they 
ought  all  of  them  to  have  been  repealed, 
or  no  one  of  them  ought  to  have  been 
allowefd  to  expire ;  especially  as  they  were 
admitted  to  be  infringements  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  subject,  and  justifiable  only 
by  the  existing  circumstances.  Another 
of  these  acts,  which  allowed  persons  to 
search  for  arms,  had  also  expired.  Those 
of  the  six  acts  which  still  remained  in 
force  were, — first,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the 
training  of  persons  to  the  use  of  arms," 
and  that  he  thought  to  be  one  of  the  most 
objectionable  nature,  in  a  free  country, 
where  every  one  ought  to  be  intrusted 
with  arms  for  the  defence  of  his  rights  ; 
but  he  did  not  mean  to  press  the  repeal  of 
that  act  at  present :  secondly,  **  An  Act  to 
prevent  delay  in  the  administration  of 
justice  in  cases  of  misdemeanor,"  which 
was  not  of  a  very  important  nature; 
thirdly,  the  eighth  chapter,  "  An  Act  for 
the  more  efTectual  prevention  and  punish- 
ment of  blasphemous  and  seditious  libels," 
which  contained  one  of  the  most  ob- 
noxious clauses  in  the  whole  of  the  acts — 
be  meant  that  cUase  which  made  trans* 
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portation  the  punishment  for  a  second 
conviction  in  cases  of  libel ;  but  chapter 
nine,  "  An  Act  to  subject  certain  publica- 
tions to  the  duties  of  stamps  upon  news- 
papers," &c.,  which  affected  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  was  that  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  House. 
It  consisted  of  certain  regulations,  which 
required  printers  to  give  securities  before 
they  could  erect  a  press,  and  subjected  the 
publication  of  any  pamphlet  containing 
any  thing  of  news  of  a  less  size  thaii  two 
sheets  to  be  stamped  as  a  newspaper.  This 
second  restriction  was  a  direct  violation  of 
what  the  press  ought  to  be ;  for  it  pre- 
vented any  individual  from  publishing  a 
pamphlet  which  contained  any  public  news 
or  occurrence,  or  any  remarks  on  any 
public  matter,  without  subjecting  sucn 
pamphlet  to  the  duties  on  newspapers. 
The  Solicitor-general  had  said,  that  the 
only  object  of  this  bill  was  to  put  down 
two-penny  tracts ;  and  he  ^r.  Hume)  had 
then  contended,  that  it  was  beneath  the 
dignity  of  that  House  to  legislate  in  any 
such  way.  The  result  of  the  bill  had  been, 
that,  with  the  exception  of  school-books 
and  tracts  of  piety,  all  useful  pamphlets 
had  been  prohibited.  He  was  quite  sure 
that  the  House  would  not  be  blind  to  the 
exertions  which,  since  this  act  had  passed, 
had  been  made,  by  the  most  respectable 
persons  in  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
enlightening  the  minds  of  the  people ; 
and  h&  hoped  that  they  would  not  lose  so 
good  an  opportunity  of  facilitating  the  dif- 
fusion of  useful  knowledge,  by  cheapening 
the  means.  Another  objectionable  re- 
striction which  the  act  imposed,  was  that 
of  demanding  publishers  and  proprietors  of 
periodical  publications  to  enter  into  recog- 
nizances, without  definmg  the  offences  for 
which  their  securities  would  be  liable. 
The  act  imposed  another  restriction  not 
less  unnecessary  than  severe.  By  the  27th 
clause,  it  was  enacted,  "  That  no  publica- 
tion relating  to  church  or  state  should 
be  reprinted  and  republished,  unless  the 
said  publication  should  have  been  printed 
and  published  two  years  at  the  least  pre* 
vious  to  such  reprinting  and  republishing.*' 
Now,  he  was  or  opinion,  that  this' clause 
imposed  a  very  great  hardship  on  printers 
and  publishers,  and  the  following  clause 
was  no  less  hard: — "That,  upon  e?ery 
pamphlet  or  paper  containing  any  public 
news^  intelligence,  or  occurrence,  or  any 
remarks  or  observations  thereon,  or  upoo 
any  matters  in  chmcb  or  itatfi  -priatej  ii| 
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House  ia  the  year  1819.    That  hon.  mem- 
ber had  said,  that  "  the  services  rendered 
by  the  public  press  to  the  cause  of  the 
country  throughout   the  late   war   were 
scarcely  calculable,  and  yet,  upon  this  press 
it  was  now  proposed  to  impose  a  most 
g;alling  chain."     He  found  the  following 
passage    in    the    same    speech  : — "  The 
House  had  heard,  that  a  censorship  was 
once    in    contemplation.      How   far    the 
question  had  been  entertained,  and  why 
that  measure  had  been  rejected,  he  could 
not  say ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  these 
bills  comprehended  little  less  than  an  ab- 
solute censorship,^  and  the  worst  and  most 
contemptible  of  censorships — that  of  mo- 
ney— which  did  not  measure  a  man's  in- 
tellect or  intentions,  but  his  purse." — ^Thc 
hon.    gentleman   then   referred   to  other 
speeches  spoken  on  the  same  occasion, 
and  proceeaed  to  quote  extracts  from  them. 
He  felt  convinced  there  were  but  few  in 
that  House  who  would  differ  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  erasing  from  the  Statute-book  a 
law  which  was  so  unjust.    Those  acts  had 
caused  considerable  irritation  in  the  coun- 
try.    Not  a  day  passed  that  some  indivi- 
dual had  not  to  complain  of  the  shackles 
which  they  imposed.     No  tinie,  therefore, 
ought  to  be  lost  in  procuring  their  repeal ; 
and  there  could  not  be  a  stronger  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  such  a  measure,  than 
the  knowledge  that  the  law  had  failed  to 
benefit  the  revenue,  and  was  a  bar  to  the 
,  diffusion  of  that  information  which  was  so 
House  should  bear  in  mind,  that  there  I  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  industrious 


any  part  of  the  united  kingdom  for  sale, 
and  published  periodically,  or  in  parts  or 
numbers,  at  intervals  not  exceeding  twenty- 
six  days  between  the  publication  of  any 
two  such  pamphlets  or  papers,  all  such 
pamphlets  or  papers  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  newspapers,  and  be  subject  to 
newspaper  stamps."    Now,  he  would  ask, 
was  not  this  clause  framed  for  the  purpose 
of  checking  the  circulation  of  opinion, 
and  putting  an  end  to  the  freedom  of  re- 
mark ?    It  was  highly  improper,  at  a  pe- 
riod like  the  present,  to  endeavour  to  check 
the  circulation  of  those  cheap  and  meri- 
torious works,  that  afforded  so  much  in- 
formation to  the  working  classes.     It  was 
said,  that  this  act  would  have  the  effect  of 
affording  relief  to  the  regular  newspapers; 
but  experience  proved,  that  the  newspa- 
pers were  not  at  all  either  relieved  or  pro- 
tected by  it.     As  to  the  question  of  reve- 
nue, it  surely  never  could  be  contended, 
that  the  additional  number  of  stamps  con- 
sumed in  consequence  of  the  passing  of 
the  act  was  an  object  which  the  govern- 
ment might  not  think  proper  to  forego. 
The  fact  was,  that  the  revenue  was  not  at 
all  benefitted  by  the  operation  of  the  law. 
By  the  fourth  clause  tt  was  enacted,  that 
the  publication  of  every  such  pamphlet  or 
paper  should  take  place  on  the  first  day 
of  every  month,  or  on  the  second  or  third 
day  following.    Such  a  restriction  was  ab- 
surd and  unnecessary ;  and  the  sooner  it 
dispensed    with    the    better.      The 


was 


was  a  considerable  difference  between  the 
year  1817  and  the  present  period.     Dis- 
tress and  difficulty  nad  then  thrown  the 
manufacturing  claues  into  a  state  of  alarm 
and  disorder,  and  scenes  of  tumult  and 
riot  were  frequently  exhibited.     When, 
however,  the  cause  which  had  led  to  such 
excesses  was  abated,  the  manu&cturing 
classes,  by  means  of  the  circulation  of 
cheap  publications,  the  institution  of  cir- 
culating libraries  and  mechanics'  institu- 
tions, turned  their  thoughts  to  subjects  of 
a  better  nature,  and  ^ey  received  with 
avidity  such  information  as  was  circulated 
by  the  means  towhich  lie  had  alluded.  Now, 
the  cause  having  ceased,  was  it  necessary 
to  continue  a  law,  the  effects  of  which 
were  so  unjust  and  severe? — The  hon. 
member  then  alluded  to  the  present  state 
of  the  law  of  libel,  and  proceeded  to  qaete 
the  opinion  of  sir  James  (then  Mr.)  Mac- 
donaU,  when  the  Newspaper  Stamp-duties 
Act  was  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the 


classes.  He  then  moved,  '^  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  60th 
Geo.  3,  ch.  8.,  subjecting  certain  publica- 
tions to  the  duties  of  stamps  on  news- 
papers, and  to  make  other  regulations  for 
restraining  the  abuses  arising  from  the  pub- 
lication of  Blasphemous  and  Seditious 
Libels." 

The  Attorney-General  said,  he  supposed 
that  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion  was 
brought  forward  in  the  hope  of  discover- 
ing, that,  with  the  new  government,  a  new 
system  upon  these  subjects  would  be  in- 
troduced. Now,  if  this  was  the  feeline  of 
the  hon.  gentlenuin,  he  had  adopted  Uiat 
course  of  proceeding,  which  was,  of  all 
others,  the  least  adapted  to  his  purpose. 
The  very  circumstance  of  that  government 
having  been  so  recently  formed,  would 
have  prevented  any  man  of  ordinary  judg^ 
ment  from  mooting  such  a  question. 
His  hon.  friend,  however — and  he  must 
suppose  him  sincere  in  the  dedaiatioa^- 
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had  mi,  thai  he  vac  making  tbia  piopo* 
aitioB  in  a  perfectly  friendiy  spiik  to  the 
govemmeoL  He  was  bound  to  acknow- 
ledge^ that,  on  the  first  night  of  his  taking 
offioe»  the  hon.  gentleman  had  been  so 
courteous,  as  to  intimate  to  him  his  inten- 
tion of  introducing  this  question,  in  the 
event  of  its  not  bemg  introduced  by  the 
law  offioen  of  the  Cniwa.  His  hon. 
friend's  friendly  intentions  to  die  govern- 
ment, he  did  not  diq»ute;  but,  assuredly, 
they  ran  befbie  the  views  of  that  government. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  £ivoured  the 
House  widi  various  extmcts  to  the  ^leeches 
of  1819.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  omitted, 
however,  to  state—what  was  very  material 
•-4hat  those  speeches  applied  to  the  bill 
in  its  first  shape,  a»d  that,  m  its  progress 
thfMgh  parliament,  perhaps  in  conse- 
quence of  those  very  speeches,  it  received 
considemUe  alteratioiis  and  improvements. 
The  right  hon.  member  for  Knaiesborougfa, 
who  took  the  lead  in  the  discussions,  ex* 
premly  stated  his^  approbaticm  of  that  part 
of  the  measure,  which  put  certain  periodi* 
cal  publications  on  a  footing  with  newspa** 
pen.  Besides,  it  was  neither  parliamen- 
tary logic,  nor  just  reasoning,  to  say  that, 
because  a  Ml  is  hy^othetically  opposed, 
depending  upon  experiment,  those  who  r&* 
aisted  it  in  the  outset  were  bound  to  sup- 
port its  repeal,  after  the  lapse  of  nine  or 
ten  years,  during  which  it  had  shown  itself 
a  uMful  agent  m  the  preservation  of  the 
well-being  of  the  state.  Looking  at  the 
merits  of  the  60th  Geo.  3.,  ch.  9.,  he 
should  say,  that  there  were  some  parts  of 
it  so  advantageous,  that  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  the  repeal  of  them.  Its  object  was, 
to  place  upon  the  same  footing  as  newspa- 
pers, all  small  periodical  publications  pub- 
lished at  a  shorter  interval  than  twenty-six 
days,  and  containing  narratives  of  public 
events,  or  comments  upon  them.  The 
leason  was  obvious;  namely,  that  what 
were,  in  fact,  newspapers,  might  not  be 
puUubed  once,  twice,  or  three  tones  a 
week,  or  oftener,  at  the  price  of  onlv  two- 
pence. In  that  form,  a  number  or  sedi- 
tious and  blasphemous  [productions,  the 
existence  of  which  was  regretted  on  all 
sides,  bad  been  circulated.  Various  modes 
were  suggested  for  putting  an  end  to  their 
distribution  among  the  lower  orders  in  par- 
ticular. Some  thought  that  prosecutions 
by  the  Attomey^general  ought  to  be  more 
firequeat,  and  he  had  been  among  that 
aumbei ;  otheia  weie  of  opinion  tnat  a 
a«i«i%  tva#  wanted  thai  migM  lead  to  the 
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detection  of  the  anthoiB  of  the  poison  m 
indastriously  disseminated;  and  no  man 
doubted,  that  if  such  an  object  .could  be 
attained,  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
public  interest.  It  was,  in  a  great  d^^ree, 
aooomplished  by  requiring  the  affidam  at 
the  Stamp-office,  for  pamphlets  of  a  certain 
size  and  price,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
proprietors  of  newspapers  were  registered. 
No  man  doubted  the  policy  of  the  law  im- 
posing die  necessity  diat  the  names  of 
some  of  the  propnetors  of  every  news- 
paper should  be  seen  at  the  Stamp-office, 
it  enabled  pardes  libelled  to  trace  the 
authors,  and  to  obtain  a  remedy,  while  it 
had  not  at  all  prevented  the  press  iVom 
attacking  with  severity  either  pubUe  or 
private  men.  He  was  a  warm  firiend  to 
the  freedom  of  the  press  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  places ;  and  he  would  assert,  that 
there  never  wu  a  period  when  it  possessed 
greater  fireedom  than  at  the  present 
moment.  His  hon.  friend  had  said,  that 
the  revenue  had  derived  no  profit  from  the 
additional  stamp-duty  derived  under  thia 
act  from  periodical  publications :  now,  he 
was  free  to  confess,  that  he  was  not  infonn*- 
ed  upon  that  pert  of  the  subject;  and 
perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  wait  until 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  laid 
his  financial  statement  before  the  House. 
It  would  then  be  seen  how  fiur  the  hypo«> 
theses  of  his  hon.  friend  were  founded  on 
fact  or  otherwise.  In  1819,  opbk>ns  were 
much  divided  on  the  subject  of  the  Six 
Acts,  lliey  all  met  with  opposition,  but 
certainly  that  which  was  the  object  of  the 

K resent  motion  was  looked  at  with  mneh 
MB  antipathy  than  the  rest.  Neither  M 
it  follow  that,  because  an  act  was  resisted 
as  a  whole,  there  were  not  parts  of  it, 
which,  taken  by  themselves,  might  not  be 
appix>ved.  The  hon.  gendeman  had  con- 
tended that,  because  a  teifiporary  law  had 
expired,  a  perpetual  law  ought  to  be  abro* 
gated ;  ana,  by  a  felicitous  mode  of  nea* 
soning  peculiar  to  himself,  had  argued  that 
temporary  and  permanent  acts  were  to  be 
viewed  precisely  in  the  same  light  Sndi 
logic,  perhaps,  it  became  the  hon.  gentle- 
man to  use,  but  would  not  become  the 
House  to  adopt.  It  did  not  satisiy  his 
understanding,  although  it  mkht  be  quite 
convincing  to  the  mind  of  the  non.  gendo- 
man  [a  laugh].  There  certainly  were  one 
or  two  clauses  contained  in  die  bill  which 
he  could  have  wished  were  alUmd ;  bot 
he  was  not  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  aet 
shouM  be  repealed  idtt^gtdier.    HaoiMl 
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lie  had  \m  d<mbts  r«pecting  the  justice  <^ 
die  ciMue  calliBg  for  a  xecognizanoe.  The 
jvennty  however,  was  not  the  most  fayour- 
aUe  time  for  doing  it.  His  hon.  friend  had 
spoken  a  great  d^  about  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge  and  the  adrantage  of  dis- 
seminating cheap  publications  through  the 
country ;  but,  could  his  hon.  friend  com- 
plain with  justice  that  there  had  been  any 
check  to  the  spread  of  knowledge  through 
the  country  ?  Now,  he  would  ask  his  hon. 
friendt  on  what  principle  of  justice  hecould 
s«r  that  <' The  Times/'  or  "Morning 
Chronicle/'  should  be  subject  to  a  stamp* 
dntv,  while  other  publications,  furnishing 
similar  matter,  should  be  free  from  any 
charge  ?  As  to  the  public  press,  they  most 
likelT  had  no  feeling  about  the  matter ; 
but  he  thought,  notwithstanding,  that  Uits 
law  relating  to  periodical  publications 
should  stand,  and  that  cheap  works,  got 
up  without  any  risk  and  but  Uttle  trouble, 
should  not  be  sufierad  to  usurp  the  place 
of  the  regular  newspapers.  If  the  hon. 
member  bad  confined  his  objections  to  par- 
ttoular  clauses  of  the  act,  he  might  have 
taken  a  different  course.  He  begged, 
howerery  not  to  be  considered  as  plragea 
on  the  subject.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  to  say  any  thing  offensiTe  to  his 

-.  hon.  friend ;  but,  with  dl  his  respect  fdr 
his  hottk  friend,  and  feeling  much  obliged 
to  him  for  the  good  he  had  done  in  certain 
respects,  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  te 
take  his  hon.  friend  as  an  authority  on  sub- 
jects of  general  legislation.  As  his  hon. 
friend  had  not  stated  any  particular  evil 
produced  by  the  measure,  he  was  not  pre- 
]iared  to  rely  on  his  judgment,  with  refers 
ence  to  the  question  of  its  general  character 
'  and  tendency.  His  hon.  friend  had  many 
daims  on  the  gratitude  of  the  public;  but 

^  he  had  n6  claim  to  make  him  consider  his 
hon.  friend  as  a  sound  authority  on  all 
points  of  legislation.  He  was,  therefore, 
under  the  necessity  of  telling  his  hon. 
friend,  that,  howerer  kindly  his  motion 
might  be  meant  to  the  new  administration, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  meet  it  with  a  direct 
.negatiTe. 

Mr.  PM  said,  that  no  person  who  had 
listened  to  the  speedi  or  the  Attorney- 
ytneral  couU  haTO  any  reason  to  com- 
plafai  of  the  course  whiim  he  had  pursued. 
It  was  infinitely  more  manly  to  take  the 
straiffht^forwanl  course  which  the  learned 
fwUetaan  had  taken,  than  to  follow  the 
eiimple  of  the  other  hon.  gentlemen, 
twki  wisre  now  absent  from  tfaiir  places,  | 


who  had  resisted,  in  1819,  the  enactment 
of  the  bill,  which  the  hon.  member  for 
Aberdeen  sought  to  repeal.  He  honoured 
the  Attorney-general,  for  the  manliness 
with  which  be  had  declared,  that  he  would 
not  sanction  the  repeal  of  this  bill  with- 
out inquiry  into  its  practical  results, 
because  he  had  originSedly  resisted  its 
enactment.  If  all  the  gentlemen  who  had 
recently  joined  his  majesty's  administration 
had  pursued  a  similar  line  of  conduct,  and 
had  stated  their  reasons  for  not  adhering  to 
the  opinions  which  they  had  formerly  ex« 
preesed,  they  would  have  done  themselves 
more  honour  than  they  now  did  by  staying 
away  from  the  debate,  and  withholding 
from  the  House  the  lentiments  they  enter- 
tamed  upon  it.  At  the  same  tune,  he 
would  not  say  that  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Attomey-geneial  had  resisted  the 
repeal  of  this  act  were  altogether  satisfec- 
tory .  It  was,  however,  highly  satisfactory 
to  those  who  in  1819  had  supported  this 
measure,  and  who,  in  common  with  those 
who  had  introduced  it  from  a  sense  of  duty, 
had  been  subjected  to  a  load  of  obloquy — 
to  hear  the  correctness  of  that  policy  now 
maintained  by  a  1/eamed  gentleman,  who 
had  formerly  arraigned  it  It  was  highly 
satisfactory  to  see  a  tardy  justice  perform- 
ed to  the  memory  of  a  noble  friend  of  his, 
who  had  been  more  foully  calumniated 
than  any  mdividual  with  whom  he  had 
ever  been  acquainted.  His  noble  friend, 
the  late  marquis  of  Londondenj,  was  the 
individual  who  had  proposed  this  act  to  the 
House,  m  common  with  the  five  other  acts 
which  accompanied  it;  and  for  performing 
that  painful  act  of  duty  in  times  of  distress, 
and  difficulty,  and  comniotion,  his  memory 
had  been  loaded  with  every  qiecies  of 
obloquy  which  ingenuity  and  malignity 
could  invent.  He  begged  leave  to  remind 
the  House,  that  some  of  the  measures 
which  his  noble  friend  had  then  proposed, 
were  permanent,  and  others  temporary^ 
The  present  bill  was  one  of  those  which 
were  permanent,  and  not  thd  least  stre-> 
nuousiy  objected  to.  His  majesty's  At« 
tomey-general  was  wrong,  v^y  wrong,  in 
stating  that  this  particular  bill  met  with 
but  slight  opposition.  Not  one  of  the  six 
acts  was  more  pertimiciously  resisted  than 
this  very  act,  against  the  repeal  of  which 
he  expected  that  there  woula  that  night  be 
an  overwhelming  majority.  The  amend- 
ments, to  which  the  Attorney-general  had 
referred,  irere  not  intended,by  the  movers  of 
them,  to  reeoncik  the  House  to.  the 
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measure;  for  it  was  resisted  again  on  its 
third  reading ;  and  in  every  shape  in  which 
the  forms  of  the  House  would  allow  any 
opposition  to  be  made  to  it.  He  repeated 
his  admiration  of  the  manly  course  which 
the  Attorney-general  had  that  night  pur- 
sued, in  recording  his  approbation  in 
1827  of  the  measure  against  which  he 
had  divided  in  1819.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  permit  him  in  justice  to  the 
memory  of  his  noble  friend,  the  late  mar- 
quis of  Londonderry,  to  take  advantage  of 
the  admission  made  that  evening  by  his 
majesty's  Attorney-general,  and  to  show 
from  it,  that  if  the  practical  operation  of 
this  act  had  not  been  to  impose  fetters 
upon  the  press,  and  to  curtail  the  general 
freedom  of  the  sul^ect,  his  noble  friend's 
memory  stood  absolved  from  all  the  foul 
obloquy  which  had  been  so  plentifully 
bestowed  upon  it.  He  was  not  quanrelling 
with  the  Attorney-general,  for  the  senti- 
ments which  he  had  that  night  expressed ; 
'  but  he  could  not  help  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  over  and  over  again,  to 
this  peculiar  circumstance  —  that,  by  the 
Tindication  which  his  majesty's  Attorney- 
general  had  that  night  offered  for  his  own 
conduct,  was  the  vindication  of  his  noble 
friend's  political  conduct  in  1819,  rendered 
complete.  His  noble  friend  had  been 
told  at  the  time,  that  the  bill  was  calcu- 
Iftied  to  repress  the  rising  genius  of  another 
Bvnrke,  struggling  with  the  difficulties  of 
pover^,  and  endeavouring  by  his  talents 
to  carve  out  for  himself  an  honourable 
name  and  condition  in  society.  His  noble 
friend  had  denied  that  this  bill  was  calcu- 
lated to  produce  any  such  effect.  His 
noble  friend  was  right  in  such  denial ;  and 
he  had  now  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  his 
majestVs  Attorney-general  admit  that  this 
bill  did  not  lay  any  practical  restraint  on 
the  freedom  of  the  prebs.  Those  who 
proposed  this  bill  had  now  their  vindica* 
tion,  and  a  vindication  which  was  the 
more  honourable  to  them,  as  it  came  from 
the  lips  of  their  political  opponents.  If  it 
were  right  now,  in  times  of  tranquillity, 
when  there  was  little  sedition  and  blasphemy 
abroad,  and  when  those  who  attempted 
to  corrupt  the  public  mind  by  such  publi- 
cations were  comparatively  insignificant 
in  number ;  if  it  were  right  now  to  resist  the 
repeal  of  this  act,was  not  bis  noble  friend  jus- 
tified in  1819,  when  attempU  were  making 
in  all  quarters  to  poison  the  mind  of  the 
lower  classes,  in  proposing  a  measure,  of 
which  the  practical  operation  was  admitted 


oflAheU-^ 


1017a 


to  be  as  beneficial  as  his  noble  friend  had 
anticipated  that  it  would  be  ?  He  begged 
leave  to  remind  the  House  of  the  situation 
in  which  the  country  was  at  the  time  #hen 
this  act  was  proposed.  In  1819,  the 
grand  jury  of  Chester  felt  it  their  duty,  at 
the  close  of  their  labours  to  present  an 
Address,  either  to  his  Majesty  or  to  that 
House— -he  forgot  exactly  which — in  which 
they  attributed  all  the  evils  which. were 
then  desolating  part  of  the  country,  to  the 
efforts  which  were  made  to  distribute 
blasphemous  and  seditious  publications 
among  the  lower  orders.  As  a  proof  of 
the  extent  to  which  those  efforts  were 
carried,  they  stated  that  attempts  had 
been  made  to  corrupt  the  servants  of  their 
families,  by  the  gratuitous  introduction  of 
two-penny  pamphlets,  abounding  widi 
sentiments  hostile  to  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  and  calculated  to  sap  the  princi- 
ples of  religion  and  morality.  If  gentle- 
men would  turn  over  the  letters  which 
sir  John  Byng,  who  then  commanded  the 
military  forces  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, had  addressed  to  the  government, 
they  would  see  that  there  haid  been  six 
attempts  made  in  one  week  to  corrupt  the 
soldiers  under  his  command,  by  means  of 
these  cheap  productions.  He  referred  to 
these  circumstances  as  so  many  proofs 
that  his  noble  friend,  the  marquis  of  Lon- 
donderry was  justified  in  imposing  tempo- 
rary restraints  on  the  freedom  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  permanent  restraints  oa  the 
licentiousness  of  the  press.  He  had  now 
had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  the  perma- 
nent operatipn  of  those  latter  restraints 
defended  by  those  who  had  originally 
opposed  them;  and,  as  his  object  was 
answered  by  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  that  fact,  he  should  sit  down, 
happy  that  an  opportunity  had  been 
afiorded  him  to  do  justice  to  the  memory 
of  his  late  noble  colleague,  and  to  rescue 
it  from  the  dishonour  with  which  the 
malice  of  his  enemies  had  endeavoured, 
but  in  vain,  to  overwhelm  it. 

The  Attorney-General  complained  of 
the  misrepresentation  which  the  right  hon. 
member  had  given  of  his  speech.  .  What 
he  had  stated  was  this :  that  aU  the  dauses 
of  this  bill  were  not  opposed  by  the  party 
with  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  acting ; 
and  he  had  referred  to  a  speech  made  by 
his  right  hon.  friend,  the  member  for 
Knaresborough  (Mr.  Tieroey)  who  was 
now  absent  from  indisposition,  to  Aow 
that  he  had  approved    warmly  of  those 
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parts  of  this  bill  which  were  now  most 
loudly  inveighed  against  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen.    He  did*?not  intend  to 
vindicate  himself  from  any  charge  of  in- 
consistency, for  he  did  not  suppose  that 
any  snch  charge  could  be  brought  against 
him ;  neither  did  he  intend,  by  any  thing 
he  had  said  that  night,  to  retract  any  one 
principle  on  which  he  had  bottomed  his 
opposition  to  the  mass  of  bills  which  were 
introduced  by  the  noble  marquis  in  1819. 
Lord  Milton  said,    it  was  difficult  to 
ascertain,   from  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  member   for    Oxford,   whether  his 
object  was,  to  exculpate  the  conduct  of  his 
late  colleague,    the  marquis  of  London- 
derry, or,  under  pretence  of  exculpating 
his  conduct,  to  inculpate  the  conduct  of 
other  individuals.     It  was  of  little  conse- 
quence which  of  these  two  objects  he  had 
in  view ;  for  in  both  of  them  he  had  sisr- 
nally  and   lamentably  failed.    What,  m 
point  of  fact,  had  been  the  defence  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  made  for 
his  late  colleague,  the  marquis  of  London- 
deny  ?     Neither  more  nor  less  than  this 
— that  because,    in  the  year  1827,    his 
Majesty's  Attorney-general  thought  proper 
lo  resist  a  motion  for  the  repeal  of  one  act 
out  of  six,  to  the  passing  or  which  he  had 
been  hostile  in  1819—^  act  too,  be  it 
remembered,  which  was  confessedly  that 
to  which  the  slightest  opposition  was  made 
— ^he  was  ther^ore  to  be  considered  as 
apptoving  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  mea- 
sures which  had  been  opposed,  not  only 
by  himself,  but  by  most  of  his  hon.  friends 
who  were  now  present,  as  also  by  those 
who  were  absent,  and  on  whose  absence 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  for  some  pur- 
pose which  he  did  not  understand,  had 
commented  with  great  severity.     For  him- 
self, he  hoped,  uiat  those  of  the  six  acts 
which  were  unrepealed   would  not  long 
remain  so ;  and,  m  making  that  remark, 
he  particularly  referred  •  to  the  bill  which 
rendered  an  individual  twice  convicted  of 
libel,  subject  to  transportation.     He  con- 
fessed that  a  great  deal  of  his  confidence 
in  his  majesty's  government  would  depend 
on  the  manner  in  which  they  dealt  with 
that  act — an  act  which   he  should  ever 
deem  fatal  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
and  the  freedom  of  the  press.    With  re- 
gard to  the  repeal  of  this  particular  bill, 
after  his  learned  friend's  declaration,  that 
he  wanted  time  for  inquiry  into  the  prac- 
tical results  of  it,  he  must  say  that  it  was 
matter  of  little  moment  whether  it  were 


either  repealed  or  discussed,  during  the 
present  session ;  and,  therefore,  bethought 
that  those  gentlemen,  whose  absence  the 
right  hon.  eentleman  had  so  severely  ar- 
raigned, might  be  excused  for  their  non- 
attendance,  seeing  that  the  time  of  dis- 
cussing this  motion  was  of  such  very  little 
importance.  With  regard  to  the  general 
mass  of  measures  brought  forward  by  the 
government  in  1819,  he  could  not  help 
asking  the  right  hon.  gentleman  how  it 
happened  that,  when  upon  a  former  night 
he  was  making  an  exposition  to  the  House 
of  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to 
resign  his  office  as  Home  Secretary,  and 
giving  an  account  of  what  he  had  done 
whilst  in  that  office,  he  had  not  taken 
credit  to  himself,  for  not  renewing  some 
of  them  which  had  expired  ? 

Mr.  Peel.— I  did  take  credit  for  not 
renewing  them. 

Lord  Milton. — That  gives  me  the  very 
point  which  I  wish  to  make  out  against 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  takes  credit  to  himself  for 
not  renewing  certain  acts,  it  could  not 
have  been  very  creditable  to  him  to  have 
originated  those  acts. 

Mr.  Peel, — ^The  acts  in  question  were 
merely  temporary. 

Lord  Milton, — If  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man did  not  think  it  expedient  to  renew 
them,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  measures, 
though  temporary  in  their  enactment,  were 
not  such  has  he  could  have  hud  either 
pleasure  or  credit  in  enacting.  The  mea- 
sures, for  which  the  right  hon,  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  that  he  had  uiat  night 
made  a  most  triumphant  defence,  were  in- 
fringements on  the  libertv  of  the  subject, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution.  The  bill  which  the  hon. 
member  now  sought  to  repeal  was  so  per- 
fectly unimportant,  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  should  give  himself  the  trouble 
of  waiting  in  the  House  to  see  the  deter- 
mination to  which  it  might  come. 

Mr.  Lennard  thought  it  was  a  little  un- 
fair, on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, to  attribute  to  the  Attorney-general 
approbation  of  the  whole  six  acts,  ^ause 
he  had  not  expressed  unequivocal  disap- 
probation of  one  of  them.  He  begged  to 
recall  to  the  House,  that  he  had  himself 
moved  for  the  repeal  of  two  of  those  acts. 
He  had  not  included  the  act  under  oon« 
sideration  in  his  motion,  because  he  did 
not  at  that  time,  nor  did  he  at  present, 
think  that  its  total  repeal  was  necessary. 


IWI6    HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 

Bliti  aMiOHgh  he  was  not  disposed  to  sup* 
port  the  total  repeal  of  this  bill,  there  were 
clauses  ia  it  which  he  thought  mifht  be 
adyaata^usly  got  rid  of.  The  bill  was 
diTided  into  two  parts.  The  first  related 
to  the  revenue^  and  put  small  periodical 
pamphlets  on  the  same  footing  as  news* 
paperSi  As  far  as  the  act  sought  to  attain 
that  end|  it  was  unobjectionable*  The 
hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  had  not  made 
out  any  case  in  favour  of  those  pamphlets 
which  he  had  so  warmly  recommended. 
He  knew  of  no  merit  they  possessed,  suffi«> 
cient  to  withdraw  them  from  the  operation 
of  this  act ;  on  the  contrary,  when  he  re* 
fleeted  Oil  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
abused  the  real  freedom  of  the  press,  he 
thought  it  was  well  applied  to  them.  The 
second  part  of  the  act  he  considered  to  be 
objectionable.  He  particularly  referred  to 
two  clauses ;  of  which  one  called  upon  the 
printen  or  publishers  of  pamphlets  to  enter 
into  recognizances  before  they  commenced 
either  printing  or  publishing ;  and  the 
other  gave  to  any  justice  of  the  peace 
power  to  call  upon  any  person  charged 
before  him,  with  the  printing  or^publieh* 
ing  of  a  seditious  or  blasphemous  libel,  to 
enter  ilito  recognisances  for  his  ffood  be- 
haviour, until  the  time  of  trial  of  the  al- 
Ic^ped  libel.  He  had  stated  bis  opinions 
80  frequently  on  the  subject  of  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  that  he  deemed  it  unneces- 
sary to  repeat  them.  He  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  opportunity  to  state, 
that  he  deemed  it  hb  duty,  as  a  friend  to 
liberal  principles,  to  give  his  support  to 
the  present  administration. 

Sir  R.  Wilson  said,  that,  whilst  he  ad- 
mired the  motives  which  had  induced  the 
right  hon.  member  for  Oxford  to  pass  his 
laboured  eulogium  on  the  memory  of  his 
colleague,  the  late  marquis  of  London- 
derry, he  could  not  think  that  the  passing 
of  such  an  eulogium  was  in  the  best  taste ; 
seeing  that  it  must  almost  inevitably  pro- 
voke a  discussion,  which,  for  various  rea- 
ionsi  it  was  advisable  to  avoid.  This  was 
the  first  timCi  since  the  event  of  lord  Lon- 
donderry's deaths  that  he  had  ever  heard 
any  discussion  raised  in  parliament  on  the 
merits  of  his  political  character.  There 
had  been  a  delicacy  observed  on  the  sub- 
ject, arising  out  of  feelings  to  which  he 
.  would  not  further  allude.  The  noble  lord 
•  who  had  spoken  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  had  said,  and  with  truth,  that  the 
,  right  hon.  member  for  Oxford,  in  his  ex- 
position of  his  conduct  on  a  former  nig^t, 
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had  adverted,  with  a  just  and  laudafalQ 
pride,  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  pre- 
served the  peace  of  the  country,  under 
circumstances  of  great  difficulty,  danger, 
and  distress.  The  reason  why  the  right 
hon.  gentiemui  had  so  adverted  to  his 
conduct,  was  evident  to  the  sUghtest  ob- 
server :  he  felt  the  contrast,  and  he  knew 
that  the  country  would  also  feel  the  oon*^ 
trast,  between  the  measures  adopted  by 
himself  and  those  adopted  by  his  pre^- 
cesser.  He  had  never  fled  in  time  of 
danger  to  those  suspensions  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  act,  and  those  other  measures  of 
violence,  which  the  late  marquis  of  Lon-> 
donderry  seemed  to  consider  the  conaerva-« 
tive  principles  of  the  British  ocmstitution^ 
He  was  entitled  to  full  credit  for  the  policy 
which  he  had  pursued ;  and  he  knew  that 
that  credit  would  be  given  to  him  by  all 
his  countrymen,  who  reflected  on  the  dif*^ 
ferenoe  between  his  measures  and  those 
of  hb  noble  predecessor.  With  regard  to 
the  present  motion,  he  considered  it  to  be 
one  which  deserved  the  serious  deliberation 
of  the  Attorney-general  during  the  recess* 
The  repeal  of  it  would,  in  his  opinioUf 
give  additional  popularity  to  the  adminis- 
tration, and  would  be  useAtl  in  that  re«- 
spect,  not  only  to  the  administration,  but 
also  to  the  public,  whose  welfare  he  con- 
ceived to  be  intimately  connected  with  its 
success.  For  that  reason  he  should  op* 
pose  the  present  motion.  He  regretted 
that  that  hon.  member  should  have  pur* 
sued  the  course  which  he  had  pursued 
that  night,  after  he  had  pledged  himself 
to  him  (sir  R.  Wilson)  in  private,  thai  he 
would  suspend  his  motion  for  the  present 
session,  if  asked  to  do  so  by  the  Attorney- 
general.  He  left  the  House  to  judge 
what  that  hon.  member's  feelings  must  be», 
For  himself,  he  would  not  pursue  that 
subject  furdier,  lest  he  ahcmld  express 
himself  towards  the  hon.  member  with  too 
strong  feelings  of  reprobation.  He  (sir  R. 
Wilson)  had  come  to  the  ministerial  aide 
of  the  House^  not  by  that  circuitous  path 
which  gentlmen  generally  followed  in 
moving  firom  one  side  to  the  other,  but 
boldly  and  unblushingly,  at  onoe  [bear, 
and  a  laugh],  because  he  had  come  with 
the  colours  of  liberal  principles  flying,  to 
support  a  ministry,  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  uniting  the  prerogative  of  the  king  with 
the  liberty  of  tJie  peoirie,  and  whicn  was 
pledged  to  pursue  a  course  of  policy,  alike 
calculated  to  ensure  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  to  maintain  those  priaciplea 
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unimpaii^d  on  which  its  honour  and  glory 
cottm  akme  safely  reposa.  It  was  the  oon- 
seioonieM  that  such  a  ministry  was  now 
in  existence,  that  had  led  the  CathoUcs 
of  Ireland  to  suspend  their  claims  for  the 
present,  and  to  trust  for  redress  to  the 
justice  and  wisdom  of  those  in  power.  It 
was  the  consciousness  that  their  dearest 
interests  were  no  longer  in  jeopardy,  that 
had  led  the  reformers  of  Great  Britain  to 
suspend  their  efforts,  and  to  satisfy  them- 
selves with  the  good  which  would  inevitably 
flow  ftom  the  general  measures  of  govern- 
ment. It  was  the  consciousness  of  the 
liberal  tendency  of  the  measures  of  admi- 
nistration, that  had  lately  determined  the 
Dissenters  to  suspend  tneir  praters  and 
applications  for  a  redress  of  grievances ; 
and  it  imm  that  same  consdousness  which 
led  him  to  oppose  all  motions  calcuUtted 
totmbarrass  the  government,  no  matter 
whether  they  came  from  an  open  foe,  or, 
ftom  what  was  more  detestable,  an  in- 
sidious Mend.  He  came  to  the  House 
prepared  to  defend  the  ^vemment,  either 
mm  open  assault,  or  invidious  attacks, 
which  were  calculated  to  prejudice  its  cha- 
racter, and  to  produce  a  schism  among  its 
supporters,  which  could  not  fail  to  be  in- 
jurious to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
For  these  reasons,  he  should  also  give  a 
direct  negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Otnning  said,  that  although  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  the  Attorney- 
general,  had  already  disposed  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  he  was  anxious  to 
explain  the  reasons  why  he  resisted  the 
present  motion.  If  it  were  contended, 
that  every  gentleman  in  that  House  was 
bound,  by  any  yote  he  might  chance  to 
give  in  the  progress  of  a  measure,  to  con- 
tinue to  oppose  or  to  uphold  that  measure, 
as  the  case  might  be,  for  all  time  to  come, 
When  it  was  passed  into  a  law,  the  in- 
evitable consequence  would  be,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  to  debar  individuals  IW>m 
the  flee  exercise  of  their  judgment.  The 
Kon.  member  who  brought  forward  this 
motion  had  observed,  that  a  partial  change 
of  mmisters  ought  to  produce  a  partial 
change  of  measures.  But  if  this  prin- 
ciple were  pursued  to  its  utmost  extent 
-Hf  it  were  tnie»  that  every  man,  because 
he  had  supported  or  opposed  a  measure 
ID  its  progress,  was  bound  to  continue  to 
support  or  oppose  it  after  it  had  passed 
into  a  bw,  the  consequence  would  oe,  as 
Ae  hon.  mamber  contended  in  the  present 
iMaitee,  that  a  partild  clMUifs  of  govern- 


ment ought  to  be  Bccompabied  by  a  partial 
change  of  measures,  and  that  a  total 
change  of  ministers  should  be  followed  by 
an  entire  sweeping  away  of  all  the  former 
acts  of  government.  Now,  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  to  expect  that  gentlemen 
were  constantly  to  adhere,  under  all  dr* 
cumstances  and  times,  to  an  opinion  once 
expressed,  was  about  as  reasonable  as  it 
would  be  to  address  his  learned  friend,  the 
Attorney-general,  who,  in  his  capacity  of 
advocate,  excelled  all  other  men,  and  to 
demand  of  him,  although  a  judge  and 
jury  had  dedded  a^nst  his  opinion,  be* 
cause  he  had,  in  his  opening  speech,  ex- 

Sressed  that  opinion,  sUll  to  adhere  to  mid 
efend  it.  Would  it  be  just  to  say  to  him, 
**  Though  the  jadge  has  chargedf  against 
you — though  the  jury  have  decided  agamst 
you — ^though  tfie  public  hold  that  decision 
to  be  correct^notwidistanding  all  these 
things,  I  shall  keep  yoa  to  the  expressiona 
you  made  use  of  in  your  opening  speech  t 
you  shall  not  change  your  first  opinion ; 
and  I  hold  you  at  my  ceil  to  come  rorwiord 
to  support  your  former  arguments,  how- 
ever taUacious  you  may  concdve  them  to 
have  been,  and  to  deny  the  justice  of  the 
decision  itsdf.''  If  experience  vrere  to 
go  for  nothinp-^if  the  fixing  of  the  law  on 
the  Statute-book  were  to  go  for  nottimg 
—if  the  sense  of  the  country  were  to  go 
for  nothing — if  the  oblivion  or  the  country 
as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  these 
laws  were  passed  (an  oblivion  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  disturbed,  by  caDing 
back  the  memory  to  times  of  danger)  were 
to  go  for  nothmg — ^then  there  might  be 
some  show  of  reason  in  blaming  those  per- 
sons who  had  objected  to  the  enactment 
of  the  bill,  for  not  supporthi^  the  present 
motmn.  But  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  uttoly 
preposterous  to  recur  to  the  origin  of  thn 
law-^to  go  to  the  Statute-book,  and  then 
to  call  for  its  repeal,  merely  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  been  strongly  opposed  at  the 
period  of  its  enactment.  Did  he  then 
mean  to  say,  that  if  this  statute  had  dii- 
appointed  the  publk^-^  it  had  been  in- 
jurious to  society — if>  in  its  opefation,  it 
had  created  greater  evils  than  it  was  meant 
to  remedy — did  he  mean  to  say,  if  such 
were  the  case,  that  because  the  bill  bad 
passed  into  a  law  it  was  therefore  to  stand? 
He  asserted  no  such  thing.  What  he  said 
was,  that  thi^  question  of  repeal  must 
stand  on  its  own  grounds  with  respect  to 
this  motion ;  and  must  not  be  aontfideMd 
with  reierence  to  the  oppositioil  irkieb  tta 
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bill  had  encountered  in  its  progress,  or  to 
the  success  of  that  opposition.     T^e  ques- 
tion, therefore,  was,   not  how  this  law 
originated,  but  whether,  in  the  law  itself, 
there  was  any  thing  so  absurd,  so  mis- 
chievous, or  so  inconvenient,  that  parlia- 
ment was  called  on,  at  that  precise  mo- 
ment, to  interfere,  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
pealing  it.     The  argument  of  the  hon. 
member    for    Aberdeen    was,    that    this 
statute  ought  to  be  repealed,  because  it 
was  part  and  parcel  of  the  system  of  laws 
which  had  been  passed  at  the  same  time ; 
one    portion    of   which  was   perishable, 
whilst  another  portion  was  intended  to 
remain  and  continue  in  force :    and  he 
contended,    that   the    mortality    of   the 
perishable  part  ought  to  extend  to  that 
part  which  the  legislature  wished  to  sur- 
vive.   This  was  an  argument  so  inacces- 
sible to  his  mind  and  judgment,  that  he 
knew  not  how  to  deal  with  it.    The  con- 
trary of  thb  proposition  was,  he  thought, 
the  true  one.    If  all  the  laws,  thus  passed 
together,  were  necessarily  connected,  and 
one  of  than  failed,  or  proved  injurious, 
then  ;he  could  understand  why  any  hon. 
member  might  demand  the  repeal  of  them 
all ;  because  it  might  be  inferred,  either 
that  the  principle  of  the  original  enact- 
ment was  wrong,  or  that  it  was  useless  or 
mischievous  in  its  operation.      But  how 
stood  the  case  here  ?    Some  of  those  laws 
were  thought  fit  to  exist  as  part  of  the 
legislation  of  the  country,  whilst  others 
were  suffered  to  die,  because  they  grew 
out  of  peculiar  circumstances.    Parliament 
clearly  saw  the  situation  of  the  country ; 
and  therefore  provided,  that  the  operation 
of  a  part  of  those  laws  should  cease  at  a 
particular  moment.    The  legislature  an- 
ticipated the  difficulties  that  might  arise, 
at  the  time  those  laws  were  discussed; 
and  therefore,  they  had  sanctioned  some 
of  them  as  temporary  measures,    while 
others  were  deemed  fit  to  remain  perma- 
nently on  the  Statute-book.      Now  he 
would  ask,  whether  there  was  in  this  law 
any  thing  so  practically  objectionable  as 
to  call  on  parliament  to  repeal  it ;  and  at 
a  moment,  too,  when  the  voice  of  the 
country  was  never  more  silent  with  respect 
to  its  existence?    He  really  believed  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  eo  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  oUier,  and  to  tell 
the  people  that  this  law  existed,  before 
they  could  get  them  to  express  any  opinion 
about  it ;  and  he  further  believed,  Uiat  a 
more  wanton  incitement  to  a  knowledge 
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of,  and  a  dissatisfaction  with,    the  law, 
could  not  be  found  in  parliamentary  pre- 
cedent, than  was  furnished  by  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  member.    The  hon.  member 
had  argued,  that  this  law  infringed  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  shackled  the 
exertions  of  public  writers.  One  would  sup- 
pose, from  the  statement  of  the  hon.  member 
that,  if  a  man  had  been  absent  from  this 
country  for  ten  years,  and  were  to  revisit  it 
at  this  time,  he  would  exclaim — **  The  peo- 
ple are  suffering  under  the  most  dreadful 
grievance  :    the    liberty  of  the  press  is 
destroyed  :  no  public  man  is  now  talked  of: 
there  is  no  private  scandal  published:   I 
wander  about  this  town  and  hear  nothing 
of  any  body!      The  press  b  absolutely 
broken  up:  no  type,  no  paper  is  left.'* 
Such  was  the  grievance  which,  according 
to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  member,  the 
people  of  this  country  laboured  under,  and, 
m  common  with  himself,  felt  most  deeply ; 
and  he  called  on  parliament  to  remove  the 
grievance  by  repealing  this  bill.   But,  how 
would  the  success  of  his  motion  assist  the 
rational  liberty  of  the  press?     To  solve 
that  question,  they  must  look  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  which  were   directed 
against    blasphemous    publications.      To 
come  within  its  enactments,  some  party 
must  call  out  "  Let  us  have  some  blas- 
phemous publications,"  then  those  publica- 
tions must  be  less  than  two  sheets ;  and 
lastly,  the  author  himself  must  value  the 
product  of  his  brain  under  sixpence.  These 
were  the  three  points  contained  in  the  bill 
which  the  hon.  member  wished  to  repeal. 
It  referred  to  blasphemous,  two-sheeted, 
and  under-sixpenny  publications.   In  order 
to  remedy  this,  which  the  hon.  member 
considered  as  a  mighty  evil,  he  called  on 
parliament  to  undo  iti  own  solemn  and 
well-considered  act.    Yes;  he  called  on 
the  members  of  that  Houpe  to  put  their 
hands  to  the  hallowed  work  by  which 
blasphemous,  low-priced,  and  small-sized 
publications   were    to    be    disseminated 
through  the  country.    But,  could  not  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  be  evaded?    Could 
not  the  adventurous  publisher  come  out  on 
the  twenty-eighth  instead  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  day?    Gould  he  not  "screw  his 
courage. to  the    sticking-place."   chaigo 
sixpence-halfpenny,  and  tnus  ®f^PV^ 
enactment  of  the  law  ?    He  again  begsed 
the  House  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  Jaw 
only  affected  those  who  dealt  in  blas- 
phemout  publications.    He  thought  Uii^ 
at  the  present  day,  the  people  of  Engtana 
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could  not  complain  that  any  ^at  degree 
of  restraint  was  placed  on  the  press.  There 
was  not  that  sort  of  deficiency  of  abuse 
and  vituperation  thrown  out  by  the  press, 
as  to  render  it  necessary  that  this  new 
sluice  of  annoyance  should  be  opened.  He 
believed  that  at  no  former  time  was  there 
slich  a  body  of  useful  and  vahiable  infor- 
mation disseminated  amongst  the  people, 
at  so  cheap  a  rate,  or  received  by  them 
with  so  much  avidity.  It  was  certainly 
the  fact,  that  the  present  times  differed 
materially  from  those  in  which  the  law  im- 
pugned by  the  hon.  member  was  framed  ; 
and  perhaps  the  change  might  be  attributed , 
in  a  great  degree,  to  the  operation  of  that 
law.  They  had  now  all  the  advantages  of 
a  free  press,  purged  from  some  of  that 
mischief  which  the  law  now  under  dis- 
cussion was  specially  provided  to  meet; 
and  he,  valuing  a  free  press  as  highly  as 
any  man,  would  not  consent  to  poison  a 
wholesome  stream,  by  the  admission  of  a 
foul  current,  which  had  happily  been 
dammed  up. 

Lord  Howich  expressed  himself  surprised 
at  the  remarkable  discrepancy  between 
the  sentiments  uttered  by  many  gentle- 
men on  this  occasion,  and  those  which 
they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  expressing 
so  strenuously  before  they  had  quitted  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  He  thought 
it  essential  that  the  House  should  assent 
to  the  motion.  He  could  not  agree,  that 
this  was  a  measure  of  little  importance. 
The  act  was  productive  of  great  mischief. 
The  clause  which  enacted  banishment 
was  disgraceful  to  the  character  of  the 
country ;  and  it  pressed  equally  upon 
proper  and  improper  works ;  for  no  man 
could  guide  himsel^learly  by  the  law  of 
libel  as  it  then  stood. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said,  that  the  restraints 
with  respect  to  small  publications,  which 
it  was  the  object  of  the  hon.  member  to 
remove,  applied  equally  to  newspapers; 
and  if  he  did  not  maintain,  that  the  re- 
straints with  respect  to  newspapers  should 
also  be  removed,  he  had  no  ground  to 
stand  upon. 

Mr.  Warlntrtcn  observed,  that  at  an  early 
period  of  the  session,  the  learned  member 
for  Winchelsea  expressed  a  hope  that  this 
measure  would  be  renealed.  He  was  son^ 
that,  instead  of  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  this 
act,  the  motion  had  not  been  tor  a  bill  to 
amend  it.  He,  however,  shonid  support 
the  motbn,  because  it  was  not  sumciont 
(0  lUtei  that  no  practical  inconvenience 


had  been  felt  from  the  bill :  it  was  enough 
to  know,  that  the  principles  on  which  it 
was  founded  were  decidedly  bad. 

Mr.  Hume^  in  reply,  observed,  that  his 
gallant  friend  had  said,  that  he  was  ready 
either  to  oppose  an  open  cnemy^  or  an  in- 
sidious friend.  He  hoped  the  gallant  officer 
would  always  do  so;  but  he  could  assure 
him,  that  neither  of  the  terms  applied  to 
him.  In  bringing  forward  the  motion  he 
had  not  broken  any  pledge.  He  was  ready 
to  have  abandoned  the  motion,  if  the 
Attorney-general  had  promised  that  he 
would  introduce  it  next. session.  He  had 
committed  no  breach  of  faith  ;  for  he  had 
fairly  stated  that  he  should  be  compelled 
to  submit  his  motion  to  the  House,  unless 
the  Attorney-general  promised  to  take  the 
subject  up.  ne  would  read  to  the  House 
his  letter  to  the  Attorney-general,  and  then 
they  could  judge  whether  he  had  acted 
fairly.  The  hon.  member  then  read  the 
letter,  in  which  he  stated,  that  **  he  must 
bring  the  motion  forward,  unless  the  At- 
tomey<»general  consented  to  take  it  out  of 
his  hands,  by  moving  for  the  repeal  him- 
self, and  thereby  securing  to  the  new  ad- 
ministration that  popularity  which  such  a 
measure  would  produce."  Was  there  any 
thing  unfair  in  this  ?  His  conduct  in  that 
House,  or  any  where  else,  should  always 
be  such  as  would  bear  investigation.  He 
argued  the  question  on  general  principles ; 
and,  if  general  principles  were  not  to  be 
considered  in  discussing  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  it  was  impossible  that  acts  of  parlia- 
ment could  ever  be  debated.  He  saw  no 
part  of  this  bill  which  the  Attorney-general 
could  fairly  maintain,  if  he  held  those 
principles  which  he  entertained  when  he 
sat  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House ; 
for  all  its  enactments  trenched  on  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  and  restricted  the 
freedom  of  the  press.  The  bill  went,  in 
fact,  to  maintain  a  strict  censorship.  It 
was  ridiculous  to  say,  that  few  persons, 
except  himself,  were  cognizant  of  the  ex- 
istence of  this  measure;  but,  if  it  were 
true  that  the  people  and  parliament,  of 
England  had  forgotten  it,  still  he  should 
pride  himself,  as  the  only  man  in  the 
country,  who  had  adhered  to  his  opinion, 
and  kept  the  subject  in  view.  He  believed, 
however,  that  the  ri|;ht  hon.  gentleman 
moved  in  a  circle  where  public  opinion 
was  not  known,  and  which  was  frequented 
by  those  who  rather  wished  to  pamper  his 
vanity  than  to  ^ve  him  useful  information. 

He  should  take  the  oense  of  the  House 
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vpoD  bis  motion.  IftbeproBeDt  ministers 
niabed  to  preserve  the  good  opinion  of  the 
country,  they  oould  tsJ^e  no  course  more 
oertain,  than  by  removing  every  shackle 
from  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

Lord  W.  RusuU  said,  he  must  oppoae 
the  motion,  although  with  f^;ret,  as  it 
gave  a  seeming  contradiction  to  that 
which  had  been  the  tenor  of  his  whole  life 
-^.-Iha  support  of  public  liberty  in  its  most 
extended  sense.  He  was  not  in  that 
House  when  the  six  acts  were  passed ;  but 
he  was  opposed  to  them ;  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  one  under  discussion;  and 
tkathc}  was  frbndly  to,  because  he  felt 
th^t  blasphemous  publications  ought  not 
Id  be  circulated* 

The  House  divided:  Ayes  10;  Noes 
120* 


Kern 


IQM 


DawBOii,  A* 


List  of  the  Minority. 


FetgesoPi  sir  R, 
IieUuM«e,J.C, 
Howick,  lord 
Lombe,  Edward 
Maitland,  capt. 
M OQcl,  J.  B. 


Pelbsm,  C. 
Waibunon,  H. 
Wood,  John 


TBLLSaS. 


Hume,  J. 
Wood,  alderaiaii 
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Friday  f  June  1. 

New  Administratiom.]  The  Earl 
of  WuukUseOf  understanding  that  parlia- 
ment waa  likely  to  be  proroeued  in  a  few 
weeks,  oonsideied  that  he  would  not  be 
acting  with  courtesy  to  their  lordships,  and 
in  particular  to  the  noble  marquis,  who 
had  expressed  a  wish  to  be  informed  whe^ 
ther  it  was  stUl  his  intention  to  bring  for- 
wajnl  the  important  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  aotic^*-if  ha  allowed  the  House 
to  i^)oum  without  giving  an  explicit 
answer  on  the  subject*  When  he  gave 
notice  of  that  motion,  he  did  so  with  the 
strong  conviction,  that  his  maieaty's  go- 
vernment, formed  as  it  was,  by  the  coali- 
tion of  two  opposite  parties,  was  such  as 
did  not  present  that  uniformity  of  feeling 
which  entitled  it  to  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  From  that  consistency  and  in- 
tegrity whi<^  he  had  madced  out  aaneces- 
sarv  to  the  political  character  of  an  in- 
dividual, he  certainly  conceived  it  impos- 
sible that  those  individuab  could  abandon 
those  pditical  opinions  which  thev  had  for 
so  many  yean  warmly  advocated,  aa  the 
country  supposed,  from  a  strong  feeling 
that  the|  were  necaistff  to  ibft  welfare  of 


the  country.  When  he  considered,  that 
the  settlement  of  questions  of  the  greatest 
importance  had  been  avowedly  st^ed  by 
those  who  were  considered  the  leaders  (2 
their  party,  as  tending  to  the  ultimate 
tranquillity  of  the  country ;  and  when  ho 
remarked  that  those  meinbers  of  the  late 
government,  who  formed  part  of  the  pror 
sent  government,  bad  been  strongly  op- 
posed to  those  questions,  he  had,  acting 
from  a  conviction  that  there  was  not  that 
unanimity  in  the  government  necessary  to 
entitle  it  to  the  support  of  the  country, 
given  notice  of  that  motion,  which  he 
distinctly  stated,  he  now  withdrew.  When 
he  considered  that  the  fnotices  of  motions 
to  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  which  would  fairly  have 
brought  to  the  test  the  principles  of  the 
individuds  who  supported  them,  had  been 
withdrawn  and  abandoned,  he  must  con- 
clude that  the  unanimity  of  opinion  in 
the  government  must  have  arisen  from 
concessiona  of  principles,  upon  which  it 
was  not  for  him  to  enter.  It  was  the 
business  of  the  noble  lords  opposite  to 
clear  their  character;  he  trusted  they 
would  avail  themselves  of  an  opportunity 
before  the  expiration  of  the  present  session, 
to  state  upon  whatjconsideration  they  had 
been  induced  to  come  forward  to  support 
the  eovemment. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamd^um  said,  that  the 
noble  earl  nad,  with  a  great  deed  of 
candour,  declared  his  intenUonof  abandon- 
ing the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  and  which  was  to  have  been  brought 
forward  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  from 
him  an  answer  to  particular  questions,  in 
reference  to  recent  proceeding.  It  waa 
not  for  him  to  inquiragrhat  mig^t  be  the 
motives  which  induced  either  the  noble 
earl  or  any  other  noble  lord  to  bring  forward 
or  abandon  a  motion  of  this  description. 
He  was,  however,  justified  in  the  nope, 
that,  as  there  was  nothing  either  irregmar 
or  unconstitutional  in  the  course  wnich 
the  noble  earl  had  taken,  but,aa  that  oourse 
was  both  regular  and  constitutional,  that 
at  least  the  noble  earl  saw  good  reason  fiv 
abstaining  from  a  proposition  whidi,  if  his 
views  were  adopted,  he  thought  might 
convey  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  govern* 
menu  The  noble  earl,  however,  abandoned 
the  motion,  and  it  would  ill  become  hina 
to  enter  upon  a  subject  which  die  noUb 
earl  himself  did  not  consider  as  Aimishiog 
nound  for  a  parliamentary  proceeding* 
Ee  well  knew  that^  if  the  noble  cad  ooi^ 
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Miiiefll  there  wtus  any  ground  for  such  t 
proceMling,  he  would,  in  his  manliness  and 
courage,  not  abstain  from  doing  that  which 
it  was  his  imperative  public  duty  to  do, 
namely,  to  call  on  that  House  to  pro* 
Bounce  its  opinion  on  any  thing  wrong  or 
uneonstitntional  in  the  formation  of  his 
mnesty's  government.  He  therefore  had 
a  right  to  think  that  the  noble  earl  saw  no 
just  ground  ibr  submitting  to  their  lord- 
ships the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice.  But,  in  abstaining  from  bringing 
it  forward,  he  had  given  an  intimation, 
that  the  unanimity  which  prevailed  in  his 
majesty^i  government  was  obtained  by 
ooncesaions  which  he  had  not  thought  fit 
to  name,  and  had  adverted  to  certain 
notices  of  motions  whidi  had  been  with- 
drawn. Now,  he  did  not  know  to  what 
motions  the  noble  earl  alluded,  for  he 
knew  of  no  notices  having  been  given  and 
withdrawn,  excepting  those  which  had 
been  given  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  and  which  had  been  as  successively 
withdrawn,  aa  fast  as  they  were  made.  He 
wished,  however,  to  take  that  opportunity, 
in  the  face  of  that  House  and  of  the  coun- 
try, to  dedaxe,  that  no  one  opinion  which 
ka  had  ever  entertained  upon  any  subject 
had  been  abandoned  or  compromised,  in 
fonnine  that  connexion,  which,  upon  the 
grounib  of  public  principle  and  nonour, 
and  upon  the  grounds  of  public  principle 
and  honour  only,  he  had  thought  it  to  be 
his  public  duty  to  form ;  and,  when  he 
diouid  hereafter  hear  any  allusion  made  to 
this  subject,  he  shouM  beg  the  favour  of 
any  noble  lord  who  made  such  allusion, 
having  access  to  those  records  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tbat  House  which  were  known 
to  exist,  and  having  the  benefit  of  that 
diligent  attention  which  the  noble  lords 
opposite  had  given  to  those  proceedinn— 
he  riioald  beg  the  favour,  he  repeated,  of 
the  noble  lord  availing  himself  of  those 
sources,  to  point  out  that  particular  opinion, 
which  at  any  time  he  had  given,  which 
the  noble  lord  might  think  inconsistent 
with  the  course  he  was  now  pursuing.  He 
should,  when  so  called  upon,  be  able  to 
upfetfl  to  the  recollection  of  their  lordships 
for  his  repeated  concurrence  with  the 
meaauves  €«  government,  as  little  from  a 
view  to  any  official  oonnexion,  as  at  any 
piffiod  of  his  life,  till  within  the  last  month, 
It  could  be  supposed.  But  he  had,  from 
the  same  pubhc  grounds,  thought  it  his 
dniy  to  give  hie  support  to  a  government 
aritkifkiok^ehadno  cooiMxioa-Hieoaisey 


perhaps,  unintelligihle  to  some  noble  krii 
— publicly  and  loudly,  upon  prinoi^ea 
which  he  thought  important  to  the  welfava 
of  the  country.  He  had  gone  still  farther ; 
and,  when  he  had  seen  noble  lords 
acquiescing  in  silence  in  these  meesurea 
of  policy  to  which  they  now  made  objeo« 
tions,  connected  with  the  commerce  and 
navipation  of  the  country,  he  had  thouriit 
it  his  duty  to  come  forward  to  state  bia 
wann  concinnmoe  ia  tboie  mauont; 
warning  noble  lords,  at  the  same  tiine»  of 
their  extent  and  importance;  and,  having 
so  warned  them,  and  having  so  stated  hia 
own  concurrence  and  approbation,  he  had 
had  the  good  fortune  to  see  those  measurea 
unanimously  carried.  He  little  thought 
that  the  unanimity,  revealed  in  those 
measures  which  were  adopted  with  tho 
approbation  of  that  House  and  the  country, 
would  be  made  the  basis  of  a  charge,  not 
onl^  against  the  king^s  government,  but 
agamst  those  individuals  who,  in  consist* 
enoe  with  the  principles  they  had  acted 
upon,  continued  to  maniil^,  on  the  one 
side  of  the  House,  that  support  which  they 
had  loudly  proclaimed  from  the  other. 
As  that  unanunity  had  been  useful  to  the 
House  before,  so  it  was  the  foundation  of 
the  connexion  which,  on  public  grounds,  ha 
had  thought  right  to  form.  As  the  nc^e 
earl  had  not  thought  fit  to  state  his  (minion 
in  any  distinct  charge,  he  should  only 
express  a  hope,  that,  if  any  ndUe  lord 
fancied  he  saw  in  him,  individually,  any 
act  of  inconsistency,  he  would  aflRnd  a 
fair  opportunity  of  ex[4aining  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  acted. 

The  Earl  of  CariiiU  said,  that,  in 
acceptmg  the  office  which  he  held,  he  was 
not  conscious  of  having  forfeited  any 
pledge,  or  ibandoned  any  principle.  Wm 
thb  statement  he  should  rest ;  as  he  felt  it 
unnecessary  to  go  further  after  the  speech 
of  the  noble  marquis. 

Coair  Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  soing  bto  a  committee  on  this  bill, 

llie  Earl  of  Wuimarekmd  said,  he  fek 
it  his  duty  fairly  to  take  his  share  of  re« 
sponsibility,  however  serious  it  might  be, 
for  the  principle  of  this  measure.  It 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  enter  at 
large  into  a  defence  of  the  bill,  as  that  had 
been  done  ably  by  his  noble  friend  (lotd 
Ooderich).  It  would  be  extremely  impfo* 
per  in  him  to  follow  his  noble  frieml  in  the 
same  line  of  argument.  ItwouUbesafll* 
cient  for  him  to  say,  that  he  geneiaUjf 
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agreed  in  all  that  his  noble  friend  had 
stated,  and  that  he  differed  as  much  from 
all  that  the  noble  marquis  (Lansdown)  had 
said  also,  in  support  of  the  bill.  The 
ground  he  took  in  defence  of  this  measure 
was,  that,  with  reference  to  the  times 
and  circumstances  of  the  present  day,  it 
was  right,  proper,  and  beneficial  to  all 
classes  of  the  community,  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  and  commercial,  that  some 
settlement  should  be  made  of  this  great 
question.  He  contended  that,  if  a  settle- 
ment of  this  great  question  was  necessary. 
It  was  more  particularly  so  after  the  late 
crisis  in  the  financial  world,  which  had 
done  mischief  to  none  more  than  to  the 
agriculturists.  In  the  course  of  the  recent 
debate  on  this  bill,  it  had  been  said,  that 
a  settlement  was  necessary  to  all  parties, 
but  especially  to  that  interest  which  their 
lordships  represented ;  and  some  insinua- 
tions were  thrown  out,  that,  if  their  lord- 
ships did  not  accede  to  this  measure,  they 
were  influenced  by  a  prejudice  in  favour  of 
the  landed  interests,  which  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  injured  by  this  measure,  as 
they  were  most  interested  in  the  protection 
of  agriculture,  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
country.  Now,  he  maintained,  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  doctrine,  that  however  all 
classes  were  interested  in  the  protection  of 
agriculture,  the  classes  were  to  be  con- 
sidered in  an  inverse  ratio,  and  that  the 
agricultural  proprietors  should  be  counted 
but.  The  parties  most  deeply  concerned 
were  those  classes  whose  food  depended 
on  their  daily  labour,  and  who  would  be 
the  first  to  suffer  in  case  of  famine.  The 
next  class  interested  in  the  protection  of 
agriculture  was  the  monied  and  financial 
party.  In  support  of  this  opinion,  he 
wcfttld  quote  a  writer  (Cobbett)  who,  though 
he  did  not  look  up  to  him  as  an  authority 
on  all  subjects,  had  undoubtedly  the  abi- 
lity of  enforcing  his. arguments  strongly. 
Tliis  writer  was  an  enemy  to  the  Corn- 
laws  ;  but  he  said,  **  Let  us  have  wheat  at 
five  shillings  a  bushel,  and  the  thmg  is  at 
an  end."  What  he  called  "  the  thing," 
jneant  the  financial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, ihe  funded  debt.  It  was  not  without 
some  degree  of  reason  that  he  predicted, 
that  if  he  could  get  wheat  at  that  reduced 
price,  the  landed  interest  would  be  de- 
stroyed, and  with  it  all  the  other  interests 
would  fall  to  the  ground,  and  a  different 
settlement  of  public  af&irs  would  arise 
from  the  ruins  of  the  constitution.    The 

^hiid  clai9  iat€mto4  ia  this  measure  were 
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those  who  represented  the  agricultural 
body.  They  naturally  were  deeply  con- 
cerned in  the  due  cultivation  of  the  land, 
on  which  the  independence  of  the  nation 
rested.  But,  although  all  other  interests 
might  be  nearly  swept  away,  the  land,  at 
least,  would  remain.  Grievous  and  alarm- 
ing such  a  consideration  is !  All  classes 
should  unite  to  preserve  and  encourage 
the  cultivation,  and  protect  the  country 
from  such  a  calamity.  He  trusted  the 
country  would  never  depend  for  its  food 
on  foreigners,  as  he  had  heard  the  noble 
marquis  assert  it  might  with  safety.  He 
had  read,  as  all  their  lordships  had,  an- 
cient and  modem  history,  and  political 
writers,  and  he  had  invariably  found  a  ge- 
neral concurrence  on  this  point,  that  the 
strength  of  a  country,  either  for  attack  or 
defence,  national  independence  or  internal 
tranquillity,  depended  on  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  and  the  growth  of  food  suffi- 
cient for  the  maiiitenance  of  its  population. 
The  first  question  to  be  ascertained  was, 
whether  a  country  should  grow  sufiicient 
to  maintain  its  population.  No  doubt  on 
this  point  had  been  started,  until  of  late 
years.  It  was  necessary  that,  with  an  in- 
creasing population,  we  should  have  an 
increasing  cultivation ;  and  that  object 
was  the  intention  of  this  bill.  On  the 
total  danger  of  relying  on  foreign  supplies, 
he  would  not  dwell  in  his  own  language. 
He  would  give  his  opinion  in  a  few  words 
from  an  author,  whose  sense  and  judgment 
had  been  admired  by  all  men,  since  hti 
works  had  been  known  to  the  world.  He 
alluded  to  the  historian  Tacitus,  who,  ex- 
plaining the  causes  of  the  decline  of  Uie 
Koman  power,  ascribed  it  chiefly  to  their 
latter  practice  of  relying  on  foreign  supply 
for  their  food.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
republic,  agriculture  was  encouraged  to 
such  an  extent,  that  the  Romans  exported 
corn  largely;  but  when  the  new  system 
was  adopted  of  importing  it  from  ^ypt, 
the  state  became  feeble  and  degenerate. 
In  the  time  of  Tiberius,  by  the  prevalence 
of  contrary  winds,  Rome  was  reduced  to 
twenty-four  hours  provisions.  The  words 
of  Tacitus,  in  concluding  this  passage, 
were  : — '<  At  Hercule  !  olim  ex  ItuifB 
regionibus  longinquas  in  promcias  com- 
meatus  portabant :  nee  nunc  infecunditate 
laboratur,  sed  Africam  potius  et  .£gyptum 
exercemus,  navibusque  et  casibus,  vita 
populi  Romani  permissa  est.*'  He  trasted 
that,  after  carrymg  this  measure,  their  Iord« 
shipe  would  penetere  in  the  prioc^e  oa 
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which  it  was  founded.  On  looking  at  the 
tables  that  had  been  drawn  up,  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  no  great  quantity  of  foreign 
com  could  be  brought  with  a  profit  to 
market,  except,  perhaps,  from  a  few  dis- 
tant ports.  There  still  was  danger,  he 
was  aware,  from  the  operations  of  corn- 
dealers.  They  might  enter  upon  great 
speculations,  and  having  their  capital  em- 
barked, would  prefer  losing  ten  or  twenty 
per  cent  to  get  out  of  their  difficulties ;  and, 
by  this  means,  a  large  mass  of  foreign  corn 
might  be  thrown  on  the  market  at  a  cheap 
rate,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  home- 
grower.  There  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
some  regulation,  by  which  the  importa- 
tion of  com  could  be  prevented,  until 
the  price  had  risen  to  a  certain  pitch.  On 
all  hands  it  was  admitted,  that  the  home- 
grower  could  not  be  adequately  protected 
under  608.  In  the  former  legtslation  on 
this  subject,  care  had  always  been  taken, 
that  com  should  not  come  in  too  hastily, 
but  only  at  certain  times,  and  in  certam 
quantities.  In  like  manner,  he  thought 
some  period  should  be  fixed  before  which 
this  bnl  should  not  bedu  to  operate ;  and, 
when  it  did,  the  bonded  com  should  be 
admitted  under  such  regulations  as  his 
majesty's  government  might  deem  it  pro- 
per to  impose.  Those  who  had  come  with 
an  early  supply,  when  the  country  was  in 
want  of  food,  had  a  just  claim  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  later  arrivals.  Supporting  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  he  nevertheless  should 
feel  himself  at  liberty  in  the  committee  to 
propose  a  regulation  to  that  effect.  He 
did  not  wish  to  see  too  great  facilities  to 
the  importation  of  foreign  com,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  home-grower ;  and  he  could 
not  view  without  alarm,  any  prospect  of 
the  country  becoming  dependent  on  foreign- 
ers for  its  supply  of  food. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee. 

Earl  Stanhope  moved,  that  the  words 
"  meal "  and  "  flour  "  be  omitted. 

Lord  Ooderich  said,  with  reference  to 
the  amendment,  that  the  law  as  it  now  stood 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  pro- 
hibiting the  impoitation  of  flour,  was  an 
act  of  the  Irish  parliament.  That  pro- 
hibition had  not  been  altered  by  the  acts  of 
1804,  1806,  1815,  or  1822,  and  the 
amendment,  if  adopted,  would  not  be 
beneficial  to  any  class.  By  documents, 
it  appeared  that  the  importation  had 
never  amounted  to  any  degree  of  import- : 
focot  except  when  the  harvests  all  overl 
VOL.  XVII. 


Europe  were  bad.  In  1801,  a  Quantity  of 
flour  bad  been  imported  from  the  United 
States,  but  the  advantages  derived  from  it 
were  inadequate  to  the  risk.  If  that  was 
the  result,  when  the  temptation  to  intro* 
duce  it  was  so  much  greater,  there  could 
be  now  no  danger  from  the  measure.  The 
amendment  would  only  have  the  effect  of 
throwing  into  the  hands  of  a  few  opulent 
millers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  town  a 
monopoly  of  the  supply  of  flour. 

Lord  Ellenborough  supported  the  amend- 
ment, as  an  Englishman  looking  to  the 
interests  of  Ireland.  There  was  a  large 
capital  sunk  in  that  country  in  the  com 
and  flour  trade,  and  he  would  give  Ireland 
a  monopoly,  up  to  a  certain  extent,  to 
protect  the  capital  invested  in  that  trade. 

Earl  Stanhope  was  at  a  loss  to  know  on 
what  principle  they  could  refuse  the  benefit 
to  the  people  of  that  kingdom,  which  they 
derived  from  the  existing  laws.  Their 
lordships  were  well  aware  Uiat,  if  flour  was 
in  a  good  state,  it  would  bear  the  longest 
voyages. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  could  not  think 
that,  for  the  sake  of  the  millers  of  Ireland, 
their  lordships  ought  to  exclude  all  foreign 
meal  and  flour  from  this  country.  The 
principle  of  the  Corn-laws  had  always 
applied  equally  to  flour  as  to  wheat.  But 
even  were  it  otherwise,  would  their  lord- 
ships, particularly  under  present  circum- 
.stances,  impose  a  prohibition  on  the  im- 
portation of  that  article  which  constituted 
the  most  considerable  of  the  exports  of  the 
United  States,  and  thus  deprive  them  of 
the  principal  means  by  which  they  were 
enabled  to  purchase  our  manufactures. 

The  Maiquisof  SaUslwry  supported  the 
amendment.  It  had  always,  he  said,  been 
the  object  of  the  legislature  to  encourage 
the  Irish  miller. 

The  Earl  of  Malmesbury  said,  he  wished 
to  see  Ireland  a  wheat-growing  country, 
and  there  was  no  expectation  of  seeing 
that,  unless  it  became  a  consuming  coun- 
try. He  could  not  agree  that  flour  and 
wheat  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing.  Flour  was  a  manufactured 
article,  and,  as  a  manufactured  article, 
it  ought  to  be  protected  beyond  a  raw  ar- 
ticle. As  to  the  United  States,  their  con- 
duct towards  us  had  exemplified  any  thing 
rather  than  a  feeling  of  sympathy. 

Lord  Redeuiale  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  argued  against  the  principle  of 
the  biU.  The  system  on  whipfa  it  proceeded 
WM,  that  the  farmers  were  not  to  reoeiye  a 
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ftt9tex  price  tpir  thw  com  than  55t>  Now, 
in  bad  seasons,  that,  to  far  from  being  a 
remunerating,  would  be  a  ruinous,  price  to 
the  farmer.  With  respect  to  ground  com, 
whenever  the  country  imported  an  article 
in  a  manufactured,  instead  of  a  raw,  state, 
she  threw  away  an  advantage  which  she 
ought  to  retain  to  herself.  The  general 
effect  of  the  bill  jwould  be,  to  produce  a 
regular  importation  of  foreign  corn,  and 
thereby  the  British  farmer  would  be  ruined. 
Whenever  a  season  came,  which  yielded 
him  but  half  a  crop,  being  obliged,  never- 
theless, to  sell  this  half  crop  at .  the  same 
price  as  if  it  produced  him  a  whole  one, 
he  must  be  a  loser  that  season.  By  dimin- 
ishing the  price  of  com,  the  farmer  would 
be  obliged  to  diminish  bis  stock :  and,  by 
diminishing  his  stock,  he  would  be  unable 
to  manure  as  much  land  as  before.  Thus 
the  operation  of  the  bill  would  be,  to  defeat 
its  own  object ;  for,  by  throwing  land  out 
of  cultivatioui  it  would,  of  necessity,  render 
com  dearer.  « 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  that  many  Irish 
lords  seemed  disposed  to  vote  for  this  bill 
under  a  mistaken  impression*  They  thought 
they  derived  an  advantage  under  this  bill, 
in  having  a  concession  made  to  them  with 
respect  to  oats.    Now,  he  entreated  them 
not  to  separate  the  interests  of  that  country 
from  those  of  England ;  for,  whenever  they 
did  so,  it  would  turn  out  to  their  prejudice. 
But  did  this  bill  afford  them  ai^  advantage 
over  the  bill  of  1822  ?    It  was  tme  that, 
under  the  present  bill,  when  oats  continued 
for  three  months  at  from  28$.  to  29s.  there 
would  be  an  advantage  of  9(i.  over  the  bill 
of  1822;  but,  except  when  that  contin- 
geuoy  occurred,  there  would  be  a  loss.  He 
itreated  the  people  of  that  country  to 
look  more  to  the  export  of  wheat.    Just 
now  oats  constituted  a  more  important 
object  with  them  than  wheat ;  but  let  them 
look  at  the  history  of  their  agriculture, 
and  they  would  fina  that  wheat  was  a  new' 
invention  in  Ireland.  It  was  not  long  since 
there  was  not  a  loaf  of  wbeaten  bread  to 
be  had  in  Bel&st ;    and  those  who  first 
attempted  to  sow  any  wheat  were  looked 
upon  as  making  a  most  extravagant  ex- 
periment ;  yet  now  they  produced  wheat 
of  the  finest  quality.    He  entreated  the 
noble  lords  connected  with  that  country  to 
afford  every  encouragement  to  the  cultiva* 
tion  of  wheat. 

The  Amendment  was  negatived. 
Earl  BaihuLUt  objected  to  the  words 
*' at  all  times,''    Hecont^nded.  that  tb«s# 
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words  were  in  contiadiolMMi  la  the  prfai* 
ciple  of  the  bill.    It  stated,  *'  that  it  wae  . 
expedient  that  com,  &c„  should  at  all 
times  be  allowed  to  be  imported"  upon 
payment  of  certa'm  duties.     Now*  tbei^ 
duties  were  prohibitory  duties.     Waa  k. 
common  amise,  then,  to  say,  that  at  all 
times  these  articles  should  be  imported  at 
prohibitory  duties?    He  denied  that  the 
principle  of  Ht^  bill  was  prohibitory.    The 
duties  were  partly  prohmitoryj  paiUy  ra- 
stnctive,  ana  partly  nominal.    When  the 
prioe  of  com  was  under  60g,  thej  west 
prohibitory;  when  it  was  at  65^,,   Ihey 
were  restrictive ;  and  when  it  reached  704., 
they  wera  only  nominal.     When  he  fiest 
read  those  words,  they  appeared  to  him 
to  be  of  great  importanee }  but  they  ap^ 
peered  stul  more  so,  since  he  had  hem 
the  noble  marquis  (Lanadown)  declare, 
that  this  country  should  be  dependent  an 
forei^  nations.    Now,  he  denied  that  sueh 
wai  mtended  to  be  the  principle  of  this 
hill.    With  respect  to  the  principles  of  free 
trade  generally,  he  denied  that  the  mea- 
sures of  the  late  government  were  founded 
on  principles  of  free  trade,  any  more  than 
this  bill  was  founded  on  the  principle  of  a 
ft-ee  trade  in  com.    It  proceeded  on  prin^ 
ciples  of  prohibition,  regulated  by  restric- 
tive duties.    They  might  -as  well  talk  of  a 
free  press  under  a  censorship,  as  of  free 
trade  in  grain  under  graduatad  duties. 
He  concluded  by  moving  for  the  omission 
of  the  words  <'  at  all  time$." 

The  Earl  of  Harnmoby  said,  that  the 
chief  merit  of  the  bill  lay  in  fixing  the 
prohibitory  duty  at  such  a  point  as  would 
satisfy  all  parties. 

The  Earl  of  MalmeBbury  disliked  the 
bill,  because  it  was  a  clumsy  plan  of  pro- 
hibition. He  pointed  out  the  nazards  with 
which  the  native  growers  were  threatened 
by  speculations  in  foreign  grain;  and 
asked,  why  the  government  should  not, 
instead  of  the  bUl,  protect  the  agricul- 
turists by  a  plain  prohibition  ?  He  would 
move  the  substitution  of  64s.  instead  of 
60s.,  which  was  proposed  as  the  remu- 
nerating price,  at  the  proper  opportunity. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansd^rnnmi^  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  have  stated  that  it 
was  desirable  for  this  country  to  be  de* 
pendent  upon  others,  for  any  consideiable 
portion  of  her  grain.  What  he  bad  said 
was,  that  it  was  in  t^  nature  of  things 
that  a  rich  country  should  be  so  dependent 
on  others,  and  that  this  lendaocyoovU 
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of  tka  richir  emmtry,  tnd,  conieqiittdy, 
is  our  case,  withovt  injuriiiy  tbe  capitid 
which  was  to  remunerate  the  agricuhural 
ialerealt.  But  it  wae  utterly  impqeiible 
for  him  to  agpree  with  those  who  thought 
that  the  country  ought  to  be  wholly  inde* 
pendent  of  foreign  coontriea  ftir  any  portion 
of  the  food  €i  the  population.  He  thought 
it  wae  highly  desirable  to  get  rid  of  the 
Word  prohibition  IWmi  our  comnereial 
ondes  and,  though  there  were  many  re« 
straining  duties  which  acted  as  prohibitions, 
9mi  whioh,  in  the  present  artificial  state  of 
the  allasrs  of  the  oouotry,  could  not  im- 
mediately be  done  away,  yet  it  was  som^ 
thing  to  get  rid  of  th^  term  prohibition. 

The  Earl  of  LamderdaU  said,  that  the 
ol^eol  of  tiie  bill  was  to  lower  the  prices 
of  grain ;  and,  as  high  pvioes  argued  an 
increased  state  of  enjoyment,  and  a  better 
remuneration  to  all  the  operative  classes, 
low  priees  were  any  thing  but  desirable. 

Viscount  Chdtrkh  sa^,  that  they  were 
justified,  by  the  experience  of  a  century, 
in  conohMling  that  this  country  must,  from 
time  to  timoy  be  dependent  upon  others 
fcr  a  supply  in  times  of  scarcity.  He 
admitted  mt,  in  some  sense,  they  must 
have  piohihilion ;  because,  for  reasons  of 
Vlate^  the  native  gsowier  could  neeer  be 
aUowed  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  high 
prices,  and  therefove  he  must  be  pfoteoled 
from  the  efeota  of  very  low  priees  $  the 
sepnly  of  the  food  of  the  population  having 
to  depend  upon  the  agricultural  classes. 
He  had  never  eontended  lbs  an  entirely 
free  In4e»  even  in  odier  oommodities, 
without  paying  any  duties}  but  be  thought 
it  desimble  to  mocny  the  duties^  aooord&ng 
to  Ae  reduction  of  expenses  in  manufac- 
twes,  especially  as  many  of  those  duties 
had  oneraled  as  prohibitiona,  though  never 
intended  to  be  such  by  die  ke^ature. 
The  House  had  only  to  reflect,  that  many 
of  those  duties  were  meie  exigencies,  to 
whidi  the  f;ovenunent  had  been  driven  by 
the  expensive  operations  of  the  war. 

hoia  EUenbonmgh  advised  ministers  to 
hold  several  cabinet  conncUs,  and  agree 

Jm  some  andeistanding  of  certain  tenns 
political  economy  commonly  in  use^ 
SHch  as  those  of  proAubitiott  and  free  trade. 
He  thought  Uiat  the  view  hehl  out  by  the 
noUe  maiquist  and  those  who  acted  with 
Imh,  waa  the  most  mischievQus  that  could 
bo  entertaiimd.  Were  these  no  other  oour 
■Jdeiatioos  bestdet  wealth,  in  the  prsctioe 
of  govenanieot?  This  country  wan  an 
Hnfivltiiral  «i  wH  it.  a  Qomaeioiol  coubp 


try.  Great  and  superior  weahh  did  not 
imply  national  strength.  Let  Aeir  kidn 
ships  look  at  the  growth  of  mercantile 
wealth  in  this  country.  Had  the  happinesa 
and  morals  c^  the  people  been  incraeed  ? 
— on  the  contrary,  had  not  mis^  and 
crime  increased  with  their  increased  num* 
bars?  A  wise  government  should  no 
more  devote  all  its  energies  to  the  in* 
crease  of  wealth  than  a  wise  man.  Ho 
prefened  either  of  the  bilb  of  1815  or 
18!^  to  this  I  whioh  he  deckied  to  be  an 
anomaly  in  the  law.  It  was  impessible 
ever  to  efiect  a  free  trade  in  com ;  and  it 
was  absurd  to  talk  of  putting  food  upon 
the  same  footin|^  aa  oommodities  whwh 
were  not  of  prisse  necessity.  The  noble 
marquis  had  saki,  that  the  country  ought 
to  be,  or  must  be,  dq|)endent  upon  etiMrs 
for  some  portion  of  the  suppfy.  What 
portion  would  the  noble  marquis  name,  as 
that  which  it  waedeeirabk,  under  the  pre- 
sent arrangements  of  capital,  for  the  coun- 
try to  draw  from  abroad  ?  The  country 
cmild  not  prosper  when  the  prices  of  grain 
were  very  low.  The  noble  lord  went  on  to 
object  to  the  fixing  a  maxhmtm  of  com  in 
England,  and  especially  to  ^  fixing  it  at 
socSi  a  point  as  must  be  below  a  remu*> 
nciating  pvke  in  seasons  of  scMcity.  If 
the  piiceof  eom  was  not  to  rise  when  the 
crop  was  deficient,  how  was  it  possMe  ^ 
the  ihrmer  to  be  paid  ?  He  wae  perfectly 
ready  to  call  into  immediate  action  the 
hill  of  1822 ;  and  even  to  attach  a  gra- 
duated scale  of  duties  to  that  bill.  Or  ho 
woidd  make  an  alteration  in  tiie  importa- 
tion prices  of  70«.,  fixed  by  ^at  bill.  But 
to  the  bill  before  the  House  he  was  de- 
ckledly  advene.  The  former  bilb  had 
been  mils  of  compromise  between  the  two 
interests,  which  wera  suj^posed  to  be  op» 
posed  to  each  other ;  but  the  present  bill 
was  one  of  capitulation,  and  it  should 
never  have  his  consent.  He  saw  no  veasoB 
for  departing  from  ^e  provisions  of  the 
bill  of  1822,  unless  it  weie  to  introduce 
some  measure  of  increased  protection  to 
the  agriculturists.  The  price  of  gold  in 
1822,  when  that  bill  was  passed,  had  been 
beh^w  the  Mmt  price.  The  distress  of  the 
country  had  beoi  greater  in  1822  than  it 
wae  at  prssent  l^e  only  difference  was, 
that  the  agriculture  of  the  country  re* 
qniitd  more  protection  now,  because  it 
had  been  longer  in  a  stale  of  depressioft : 
and  yet,  here  was  a  call  at  onoe  upon  the 
tended  intereet  to  reduce  thev  com  10i«  a 
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The  motion  for  omitting  the  words  *^  at 
all  times/'  was  negatived. 

Lord  EUenborough  then  rose  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  effect  which  he  had 
just  stated.  The  words  which  he  wished  to 
have  inserted  were  taken  from  tlie  bill  of 
1815.  His  motion  was,  that  after  the 
words  "  for  home  consumption/'  should  be 
inserted  the  following  words — "  whenever 
the  avenge  prices  of  the  several  sorts  of 
British  com,  made  up  and  published  ac- 
cording to  law,  shall  be  at  or  above  the 
prices  herein  after  mentioned.'' 

Viscount  Ooderich  was  desirous  to  know 
to  what  price  the  noble  lord's  scheme  of 
prohibition  was  meant  to  extend. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  that  if  the 
House  sanctioned  the  principle  of  his 
amendment,  the  question  of  price  could 
be  settled  afterwards. 

The  House  then  divided :  Not-Contents 
82 ;  Ck>ntent8  39 ;  Majority  43. 

The  Earl  of  Farnham  proposed  an 
amendment,  by  which  the  prices  of  Irish 
and  Scotch  grain  should  be  embodied  in 
the  averages.  It  was  difficult,  he  said,  to 
know  how  to  deal  with  the  measure  before 
the  House,  from  the  uncandid  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  introduced,  detached 
from  another  bill  which  was  now  in  pro- 
gress through  the  other  House,  and  with 
which  it  was  closely  connected. 

Lord  Goderich  said,  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  prices  in  Ireland  and  Scotland 
would  alter  the  rate  of  duties  affixed  by 
other  parts  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Ellenborough  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Stanhope  said,  that  the 
course  pursued  by  mmisters  had  been 
neither  fair  nor  candid.  The  measure 
which  was  fraught  with  such  bitter  conse- 
quences to  the  agriculturist,  appeared  to 
him  to  be  merely  the  precursor  of  other 
measures  of  a  similar  tendency.  It 
would  have  been  more  frank  to  have  em- 
bodied at  once  all  that  was  meant  to  be 
proposed. 

'The  Earl  of  Rosebery  defended  the  mode 
of  taking  the  averages ;  which  was  con- 
formable to  the  system  of  1815  and  1822. 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed,  that 
the  proposed  nMe  of  taking  the  averages 
would  be  a  fraud  upon  the  public. 

The  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  would 
be  to  throw  a  large  portion  of  poor  land 
out  of  cultivationi  and  thus  to  deprive 
HW&bori  of  the  labouring  classes  of  occupa* 
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tion  and  bread.  This  consideration  induced 
him  to  express  his  disapprobation  of  the 
present  bill;  and  he  was  anxious  that  their 
lordships  should  rightly  appreciate  the 
motives  which  actuated  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  a  painful  duty. 

The  Earl  ofMaJmesbury  said,  that,  when- 
ever an  importation  should  take  place, 
foreign  com  would  be  sold  in  our  markets. 
How,  then,  could  this  be  called  ''  British* 
com  ?  It  would  be  better  to  leave  out 
this  word. 

Lord  Goderich  said,  he  had  no  wish  to 
set  up  his  opinion  against  the  sense  of  the 
House. 

It  was  then  agreed,  that  the  word  ^*  Bri- 
tish" should  be  struck  out. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  moved,  ''  That  the 
several  rates  of  duties  specified  in  the  table 
to  be  affixed  to  grain  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  should  be  charged  and 
collected  at  the  time  of  such  grain  being 
entered  for  home  consumption." 

Lord  Goderich  observed,  that  the  effect 
of  this  amendment  would  be,  to  annihilate 
the  warehousing  system.  Now,  if  com 
were  not  warehoused  here,  it  would  be 
warehoused  at  the  nearest  foreign  ports. 
The  state  of  the  markets  here  could,  by 
the  rapidity  of  the  present  communications, 
be  conveyed  to  Ostend,  Flushing,  or 
Antwerp,  in  little  better  ^an  twenty-four 
hours ;  and  this  would  lead  to  a  sudden 
and  enormous  glut,  which  would  be  bet- 
ter guarded  against  by  the  preservation 
of  the  warehousing  system  in  this  country. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  he  roust 
object  to  the  clause  proposed  by  the  noble 
earl,  because  he  should  always  feel  dis- 
inclined to  place  the  warehousing  system 
— a  system  in  which  property  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  was  embarked— ^on  any 
other  than  a  secure  foundation.  Having 
attended  the  committee  on  the  com  trade, 
and  having  carefully  read  over  the  evidence 
taken  before  that  committee,  it  appeared 
to  him  absolutely  necessary,  that  something 
should  be  done,  to  prevent  the  warehousing 
system  from  being  made  a  pretext,  and 
converted  into  a  means,  of  practising 
those  frauds  which,  it  not  only  appeared 
from  the  evidence,  were  carried  on,  but 
which  he  challenged  any  noble  lord  who 
had  attended  the  committee  to  say  how* 
they  could  possibly  prevent  white  the 
present  system  was  continued.  He  had 
reason  to  believe-  that  his  noble  friend 
(lord  Goderich)  would  not  be  indisposed 
to  accede  to  another  meat ure  wbtdi  h^ 
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iiitended  to  propose  to  the  committee-^a 
measure  which  would  have  the  double  effect 
of  placing  the  warehousing  system  on  asecure 
footing,  and  of  remedying  any  frauds  which 
might  occur  in  taking  the  averages.  He 
should  therefore  oppose  the  clause  of  the 
noble  earl,  and  propose,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, that  "  foreign  com  in  bond  should 
not  be  taken  out  of  bond,  until  the  average 
price  of  corn  shall  have  reached  66«." 
[hear]. 

Lord  OodmcA  said,  that  his  noble  friend 
had  very  much  misunderstood  him,  if  he 
supposed  that  he  had  ever  expressed  him- 
self in  favour  of  such  a  clause.  The  fact 
was  quite  the  reverse ;  for  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  if  the  clause  of  the  amendment  were 
adopted,  its  introduction  must,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  lead  to  the  rejection  of 
the  bill  altogether  [Cries  of  "  no,  no," 
and  laughter,  from  the  Opposition  benches.] 
He  was  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
noble  lords  intended  by  these  expressions 
of  merriment ;  but  this  much  he  would  say, 
that  those  noble  lords  should  not  laugh 
him  out  of  his  opinions.  He  felt  it  his 
duty  to  oppose  the  amendment  of  the  noble 
duke,  because  he  felt  that  it  was  at  direct 
variance  with  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and 
would  tend  at  once  to  encourage  that 
prohibition  which  the  bill  was  calculated 
to  remove.  It  was  somewhat  singular 
that  his  noble  friend,  who  had  had  ample 
opportunities,  should  not  have  discovered 
the  imperfections  of  this  bill  until  the  pre- 
sent occasion  [hear,  hear]. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  explained. 
He  had  never  been  a  party  to  the  framing 
of  the  bill,  which  he  never  saw  until  it  was 
printed.  He  had  supported  ito  general 
principles,  with  a  view  to  the. good  of  the 
country,  but  without  pledging  himself  to 
support  all  its  clauses. 

Lord  Goderick  said,  he  wished  to  stand 
fairly  with  his  noble  friend.  He  under- 
stood his  clause  to  be  this — that  no  corn 
in  bond,  in  warehouse,  or  on  shipboard, 
should  be  taken  out  of  bond,  until  the 
average  price  of  com  amounted  to  66s, 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  expressed  his 
assent,  and  added  a  few  words  m  explana- 
tion, which  were  inaudible  below  the  bar. 

Lord  Rosilyn  withdrew  his  amendment. 
Strangers  were  then  ordered  to  withdraw  ; 
and  shortly  after,  the  result  of  the  division 
to  which  their  lordships  had  come  to  was 
'  announced  by  the  loua  cheers  of  that  side 
of  the  House  in  favour  of  which  it  had 
taken  place.    Their  lordships  continued  in 


debate  fqr  some  time  after ;  and,  when  the 
doors  were  again  opened,  we  found  the 
numbers  to  be: — Contents  78;  Not- 
Contents  74 ;  Majority  in  favour  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington's  Amendment  4. 

The  chairman  reported   progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again  on  Wednesday. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday^  June  1 . 

The  Budget.]  The  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  the  accounts  of 
Surplus  Ways  and  Means  and  Monies  and 
Out-Cash  in  the  Exchequer  were  referred, 

Mr.  Canning  rose,  and  addressed  the 
committee  as  follows : — 

The  task.  Sir,  which  it  is  my  duty  this 
day  to  perfonn---difficult  as  it  must  be  at 
any  moment,  and  under  any  circumstances, 
to  a  person  who  is  called  upon  to  un- 
dertake it  for  the  first  time — is  certamly 
not  lightened  by  the  consideration,  that  the 
pictui^  of  the  financial  situation  of  the 
country,  which  it  is  now  my  duty  to  bring 
before  this  committee  is  not  one  of  un- 
qualified prosperity. 

Undoubtedly,  Sir,  a  gloomy  complexkm 
has  been  thrown  over  the  whole  of  tliatsitua- 
tion,  by  the  dark  spots  which  have  settled 
on  particular  parts  of  it ;  and  which  have 
created  a  deeper  impression,  both  upon 
this  House  and  upon  the  country,  than  I 
think  was  warranted  by  any  consideration 
of  the  state  of  our  finances.  And  it  is  a 
consolation  to  me  to  reflect,  that  the  nearer 
we  approach  the  subject,  and  the  more 
accurately  we  look  at  it  in  detail,  the  more 
ground  we  have  to  hope,  that  that  com- 
plexion has  been  much  exaggerated  in 
the  opinion  of  the  public ;  and  Uiat,  if  there 
are  some  topics  upon  which  it  is  impossible 
not  to  admit  that  there  is  sometning  to 
lament,  and  much  to  repair — there  are, 
nevertheless,  grounds  for  anticipation  of  its 
certain  improvement. 

Sir,  the  financial  situation  of  this  country 
is  indisputably  one  which,  at  this  time,  re- 
quires to  be  looked  at  with  a  steady  and  a 
scrutinizing  eye ;  but,  in  proportbn  as  that 
scrutiny  is  minute  and  accurate,  we  shall, 
I  am  happy  to  think,  find  in  it  thejustifica* 
tion  of  sanguine  hopes,  that  the  result  will 
neither  be  difficult  nor  questionable. 

Sir,  with  no  other  preface  than  this— 
which  I  hope  will  be  taken  at  least  as  a 
proof  of  the  sincerity  with  which  I  am  dis- 
posed to  deal  with  the  subject-*!  shall 
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BOW  proceed  to  state  to  the  committee, 
in  the  first  instance,  wbat  was  the 
financial  situation  of  the  country  at  the 
end  of  the  last  year : — Secondly*  to  com- 
bine and  compare^  as  has  been  the  habit 
of  my  noUe  friend,  my  predecessor  in  this 
office,  that  one  year  with  the  three  seTcral 
years  which  preceded  it : — ^and,  lastly,  to 
suggest  what  I  consider  ought  to  be  the 
provision  to  be  made  for  the  service  of  the 
present  year,  and  to  state  those  grounds 
upon  which  I  fed  myself  authorized  to 
look  forward  with  enconragement  to  the 
futuifi. 

Now,  Sir,  in  stating  the  first  and  se- 
cond of  those  heads ;  namely,  the  situa- 
tion of  ihe  country  at  the  end  of  the  last 
financialyear,  and  the  comparison  of  that 
year  with  the  three  years  which  im- 
laediaiely  preceded  it  I  shaU  only  pre^ 
mise,  that  1  af^y  myself  principally  to 
documents  which  are  already  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  and,  by  a  reference  to  which, 
etery  hon.  gentleman  will  be  ambled  at 
once  to  verify  any  part  of  that  which  I 
may  advance. 

With  regard  to  the  third  and  foiirth 
points ;  namely,  the  provision  to  be  made 
for  the  searvioe  of  the  present  year,  and  the 
prospect  for  the  future,  I  can  only  appeal 
to  the  manifestation  which  I  have  already 
given  of  my  sincerity,  and  which  I  hope 
wiU  obtain  from  the  committee,  their  be- 
lief, that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  keep 
back  any  thing  which  ought  to  be  brought 
forward,  or  to  palliate  any  thing  which  may 
have  been  wrong.  And  I  assure  the  com* 
mittee  I  will  not  press  upon  them  any 
opinions  which  I  do  not  honestly  and 
sincerely  entertain  myself. 

To  begin.  Sir,  with  the  first  head  to 
which  I  propose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee;  namely,  the  financial  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1826. 

At  the  end  of  that  year,  after  balancing 
the  amount  of  the  income  over  the  expen* 
dituie,  there  remained  an  actual  surplus, 
after  defiraying  the  cbm^  of  the  sinking 
fund,  of  only  one  million.  Now,  the 
amount  applicable  by  law,  towards  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  the  sinking  fund, 
for  that  year,  was  5,500,000/.  There 
was,  therefore,  an  apparent  deficiency,  in 
the  year»  of  4,500,000/.  ^I  say.  Sir,  *<  an 
apparent  deficiency ;"  because,  from  that 
^ficieocy  are  to  be  deducted  two  sums, 
w^ich  go  conskleraUy  to  reduce  its  amount. 

fnt.  fint  €i  those  sums  is  tba  iggmgate  of 
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advances  made  fifom  the  Exchequer  fnnd, 
under  several  acts  of  parliament,  either 
for  public  works,  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  for  the  purchase  of  beneficial 
interests,  which  are  not  only  very  likdy, 
but  certain,  to  make  a  more  than  adequate 
return  to  the  public. 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  quite  obvious,  that  money 
laid  out  in  this  manner,  and  for  the  repay- 
ment of  which  the  country  hold  available 
claims  and  securities,  are  not  items  whkh 
Can,  in  ftumess,  be  carried  to  the  account 
of  the  expenditure  of  any  particukr  year. 
Those  advances,  together  with  the  ba- 
lances remaining  over,  of  similar  advances, 
amount,  in  the  year  1826,  to  the  sum  of 
1,300,000/.  The  particuhurs  of  these  ad- 
vances will  be  founid  in  the  papers  now  on 
the  table  of  the  House.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, spare  the  time  of  the  committee,  by 
not  stating  them  in  detail;  seeing  that 
every  gentleman  may  have  access  to  them, 
provided  he  entertains  any  doubt  of  the 
accuracy  of  my  statement. 

To  the  amount  of  these  advances  is  to 
be  added  another  sum,  arising  out  of  the 
circumstance,  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
year  1826,  there  were  other  over-paymenta 
of  this  kind,  or  payments  on  account  of 
expenses,  which  nad  not  occurred  in  that 
Tear,  but  which,  nevertheless,  were  de- 
nayed  out  of  its  income,  and  which  also 
amounted  to  about  1,200,000/.  The  items 
of  this  sum  are  likewise  to  be  found  in 
another  paper,  which  has  been  laid  upon 
the  table.  These  two  sums  of  about 
1,200,000/.  each,  being  deducted  from  the 
4,500,000/.  which  I  have  already  stated  as 
the  whole  apparent  deficiency  of  the  year 
1826,  leaves  a  real  deficiency  of  about 
2,100,000/.;  including  the  amount  of 
those  payments  to  be  made,  by  law,  on 
account  of  the  sinking  fund. 

Such  then.  Sir,  was  the  situation  of 
the  finances  of  the  country  at  the  end  of 
the  last  year.  But,  before  we  proceed  to 
take  this  statement  as  the  actual  maasure 
of  financial  ability,  still  more  before  we 
take  it  as  the  proof  of  the  financid  embai^ 
rassmtnt  of  ue  country,  it  will  be  both 
fit  and  proper  for  me  to  have  lecourse  to 
that  process  which,  as  I  have  before  said, 
my  noble  predecessor  constantly  resorted 
to ;  namelv,  that  of  combining  and  com- 
paring eaoi  particular  year  wtoi  the  three 
preceding  ones,  of  taking  an  average  upon 
the  whole— and  of  drawing  an  infareiyse 
from  the  aggregate  amount. 
Sir,  iljsimwjiutfoiir  years  since  the 
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sUtiag  Amd  wai  placed  upon  its  preieat  | 
mom  simple  baiis.  Those  four  years, 
tbereforei  seem  naturally  to  form  that 
period  whkh  it  is  necessaiv  to  combine,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  a  general  result,  or  ave* 
rage,  in  the  first  instance. 

Taking,  then,  those  four  years  1823, 
]824»  1826,  and  1826,  and  combining 
them,  according  to  this  process,  the  resulu 
are  as  follow — 

The  total  income, of  those  four  years 
was  229,204,861/.,  or,  m  round  numbers, 
330,000,000/.  The  total  expendituie  of 
the  same  period  was  209,242,184/.;  or, 
m  round  nureberBi  210,000,000/. 

The  surplus  of  income  wbidi  imained 
applicable  to  the  sinking  Aind  of  1823, 
1824,  1626,  and  1826,  was  19,962,677/. 
say,  as  befbre,  in  round  numbers 
20,000,000/. 

The  total  aggregate  amount  of  the 
country,  for  thoMfour  years,  was,  therefore, 
something  under  230,000,000/.  die  total 
expenditure  something  under  2 1 0,000,000/. 
and  the  surplus  remaining  applicable  to 
the  sinking  nind  was  almost  within  a  frac«> 
tion  of  20,000,000/. 

Now,  Sir,  the  amount  of  the  sinking 
Aind  which,  by  law,  wm  applicable  to  the 
reduction  of  the  national  oebt,  during  the 
same  period,  was  about  21,500,000/.;  leav- 
ing, therefore,  an  apnarent  deficiency, 
upon  the  whole  of  the  four  years,  of  in-* 
come,  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the 
whole  expenditure,  including  the  sinking 
fund,  of  1,265,687/. 

Against  this  apparent  deficiency,  how* 
everi  is  to  be  placed,  as  1  have  before 
pointed  out,  the  amount  of  the  advances 
from  the  Exchequer,  under  different  acts 
of  parliament,  either  for  loans,  for  cany* 
ing  on  public  works,  or  on  account  of  be- 
neficial purchases,  which  the  public  have 
in  their  possession,  as  available  securities 
for  the  repayment  of  the  money  which 
has  been  so  advanced ;  and  which,  there* 
fore,  as  I  have  already  observed,  it  would 
be  manifestly  unjust  to  consider  as  forming 
part  of  the  actual  expenditure  of  the 
country,  during  those  four  years. 

The  amount  of  excess  of  advances  be* 
yond  repayment,  for  the  four  years,  was 
something  short  of  2,400,000/.  Deduct 
from  this  sum  the  amount  of  the  de> 
flcienoy  of  a  million  and  a  quarter,  and 
there  remains  a  real  surplus  of  income  be* 
yond  expenditure,  in  those  four  years,  after 
Ploviding  for  the  whole  of  the  sinking 
md,  of  something  more  than  l;IOO,OOOf. 
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I  now  oome  to  state,  Sir,  what  iM,  of 
courM,  matter  of  estimate,  namely,  the 
income  and  expenditure  of  the  present 
year: — 

The  estimated  receipt  of  1827,  founded 
on  the  actual  receipt  of  1826,i»54,600,000/* 

The  estimated  expenditure  of  1827,  not 
including  the  sinking  fund,  is  51,800,000/. 

The  sinking  fumi,  applicable  to  the 
debt,  during  the  present  year,  is  5,700,000/. 
Add  this  smking  fund  to  the  expenditure, 
and  the  total  demand  for  th^  present  year 
will  be  57,500,000/.,  leaving,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  a  deficit,  to  be  provided  for,  of 
2,900,000/. 

Before,  Sir,  I  come  to  consider  more 
minutely  the  necessities  of  the  present  year, 
I  wish— 4md  I  think  the  committee  will 
not  consider  it  an  unreasonable  wish,  or 
an  objectionable  mode  of  proceeding — ^to 
deal  with  it  as  I  have  dealt  with  the  four 
preoediog  years,  sumxMing  the  whole  of 
this  estimate  to  be  founded  on  data  as 
accurate  as  those  to  which  I  have  already 
referred. 

The  amount  of  the  income  of  the  four 

rsars  ending  on  the  5th  of  January,  1827| 
have  already  stated  to  be,  in  round  num* 
bers,  230,000,000/.  But  I  must  here  ob- 
serve, that  as,  in  adding  the  current  year 
to  this  statement,  it  is  necessarv  to  do  so 
without  taking  any  notice  of  Exchequer 
advances  aM  repayments  (it  being,  of 
courM,  impossible,  at  present,  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  those  advances  and  repay- 
ments for  the  present  year),  I  shall  omit, 
in  this  statement,  so  much  of  the  income 
of  the  four  preceding  years,  as  accrued 
from  repayments  for  pnblio  worksi  &c., 
and  so  much  of  its  expenditure  as  arose 
from  grants  and  loans* 

The  income  of  the  last  four  yean,  ex- 
clusive of  such  repayments,  amountsd  to 
228,000,000/. 

The  .estimated  income  of  the  presMit 
year  is  54,600,000/. 

The  total  actual  and  estimated  income 
of  the  five  years,  exclusive  of  repayments, 
is  282,600,000/. 

The  expenditure  of  the  last  four  yean, 
exclusive  of  advances,  was  205,667,000/. 

The  estimated  expenditure  fi  the  pre- 
sent year  is  51,810,000/.,  making  together 
a  total  expenditure,  for  the  five  yean,  of 
257,477,000/. 

The  difference  between  the  aggregate 
of  the  income,  and  the  aggregate  of  the 
expenditure,  we  may  therefore  take  at 
ctbing  more  than  25,000,000/, 
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The  legal  claim  of  the  sinking  fiind 
comes  next  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

The  sinking  fund,  by  law,  amounted,  in 
the  years  1823,  1824,  1825,  and  1826,  to 
21,227,765/.  The  same  legal  claim,  in 
the  current  year,  is  5,700,000/.,  making 
in  the  whole  the  sum  of  26,927,765/.,  and, 
consequently,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  in- 
come, on  the  ^ye  years,  to  meet  the  sink- 
ing fund  required  by  law,  of  1,804,765/. 

I  must  here  request  of  the  committee 
distinctly  to  understand,  that  this  sum  of 
1,804,765/.  is  the  deficiency  for  the  five 
years,  and  is  not  to  be  confounded  with 
the  deficiency,  under  the  same  head,  for 
the  current  year,  out  of  its  present  re- 
sources. 

It  appears,  then.  Sir,  from  this  retro- 
spective view  of  the  state  of  our  finances, 
that  the  total  amount  of  deficiency  of 
income,  up  to  the  end  of  the  current  year, 
combined  with  the  four  preceding  years, 
will  be  something  short  or  two  millions — 
a  deficiency,  say  of  two  millions,  accruing 
on  an  expenditure  of  nearly  300,000,000/. ; 
and  that  expenditure  spread,  too,  it  must 
be  recollected,  over  a  period  of  no  less 
than  ^ye  years. 

Sir,  I  do  not  at  all  mean  to  say,  that 
this  is  a  state  of  things  with  which  this 
Hoiise  and  the  country  ought  to  feel  satis- 
fied; but  I  do  say,  that  it  is  a  much 
smaller  excess  of  expenditure  over  income, 
than  my  own  apprehensions  had  led  me  to 
anticipate — much  smaller,  I  think,  than 
the  House  and  the  country  generally  con- 
ceived it  to  be. 

I  am  aware  it  may  be  said,  that  there 
b  a  fallacy  which  pervades  the  whole  of 
the  statement  which  I  have  made— a  fal- 
lacy arising  out  of  the  circumstances 
which  is  generally  designated  by  the  name 
of  the  "dead-weight."  I  thus  allude  to 
it,  without  meaning,  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, to  attach  any  opprobrium  to  the  ex- 
pression; and  I  merely  use  it,  because 
the  House  has,  by  usage,  become  more 
familiar  with  it,  than  with  any  other.  But 
I  think,  Sir,  it  is  altogether  a  mistake  to 
consider,  with  respect  to  this  operation, 
*  that,  to  whatever  other  objections  it  may 
be  liable  on  other  accounts,  it  is  open  to 
the  charge  of  falsifying  this  side  of  the 
account,  in  the  slightest  degree  [hear, 
hear  !].  I  do  think  it  a  mistake — and  I 
will  tell  the  houourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  cheered  me,  why  I  think  so.  I 
am  perfectlv  ready  to  admit — ^indeed  the 
fcct  is  perfectly  notoriout,  aad  has  long 
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been  conceded — ^that  the  dead-weight  is 
open  to  the  vice  of  obscuring  and  of  com- 
plicating the  national  accounts.  And» 
because  it  has  had  that  very  effect,  I  am 
apprehensive  that  this  scheme  has  been 
made  to  bear  a  greater  portion  of  blame 
than  really  belongs  to  it. 

But,  in  respect  to  this  particular  ac- 
count, it  has  not  only  not  operated  badly, 
but,  in  fact,  has  proved  of  very  consider- 
able advantage  to  the  country.  The  con- 
tributions, during  the  last  four  years,  from 
the  commissioners  of  naval  and  military 
pensions,  have  amounted  to  7,600,000/. 
Andy  at  the  same  time,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  by  gentlemen,  that  when  this 
measure  of  the  dead-weight  was  first  in- 
troduced, taxes  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions annually  were  repealed.  Before, 
therefore,  it  can  be  assumed*  with  any 
degree  of  fairness,  that  the  addition  of 
this  7,600,000/.  has  a  tendency  to  give 
an  exaggerated  appearance  to  the  state- 
ment of  our  income,  honourable  gentle- 
men ought  to  consider  what  would  have 
been  the  produce,  during  the  same  time, 
of  those  taxes  which  were  repealed,  be- 
cause this  system  of  contribution — and 
only  because  this  system  of  contribution — 
was  established. 

The  amount,  I  say,  of  the  taxes  which 
were  repealed  at  the  time  that  this  system 
of  contribution  was  established,  was  some- 
thing more  than  two  millions  annually; 
and,  during  the  same  period  in  which  the 
dead-weight  contribution  has  yielded  to 
the  income  of  the  country,  7,600,000/.^ 
those  taxes,  if  they  had  continued  unre- 
pealed (which,  by  hypothesis,  would  have 
been  the  case,  inasmuch  as  the  tempta- 
tion to  the  House  to  sanction  that  scheme 
of  contribution  was  the  enabling  it  to  ar- 
rive at  the  repeal  of  such  taxes)  would 
have  yielded  8,240,000/.  So  far,  there- 
fore, from  the  amount  of  the  public  in- 
come being  unfairly  swollen  by  the  intro- 
duction of  this  dead-weight,  it  shews  a 
totial  of  640,000/.  less  than  it  would 
otherwise  have  amounted  to,  by  reason  of 
the  dead-weight  having  been  substituted 
in  the  place  of  the  taxes  alluded  to. 

All  this,  however,  does  not,  of  course, 
affect  the  merits  of  that  scheme  in  other 
respects.  It  does  not  clear  the  scheme  of 
the  evils  of  that  obscurity  and  that  com- 
plexity which,  as  I  have  already  said,  it 
has  introduced  into  the  public  accounts ; 
but  of  the  chaige  of  inflamiog  thoie  im:- 
coonts  of  the  income  of  the  coui^try,  and 
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of  giviog  a  false  impression  of  our  finan- 
cial affairs,  that  scheme  appears  to  me 
totally  guiltless.  For  I  repeat,  that  if 
that  scheme  had  never  been  established, 
the  income  of  the  country  would  have  ap- 
peared, on  these  accounts,  600,000/.,  on 
the  aggr^ate,  better  than  it  actually  does 
appear.  This  charge,  or  rather  the  ab- 
sence of  this  charge,  that  is  to  say,  the 
continuance  of  those  taxes — if  they  had 
remained  instead  of  being  repealed,  and 
the  dead-weight  had  not  been  called  to 
our  aid — would  have  reduced  their  gene- 
ral balance  against  the  country  from 
1,800.000/.  to  1,200,000/. 

But  this.  Sir,  is  not  the  time  at  which 
I  shall  enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
that  scheme  ^generally.  Of  those  merits 
or  demerits  I  will  frankly  own  I  was  not 
aware  until  it  became  my  duty  to  look 
minutely  into  these  accounts ;  and  I  am 
perfectlv  sure  that  a  like  ignorance,  or  a 
like  recklessness  of  the  real  Tacts  of  the 
case  prevails  amongst  others  on  the  point 
of  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  which 
have  resulted  to  the  country  from  the  ex- 
istence of  the  dead-weight  scheme.  But 
we  must  not  blind  ourselves  to  this  cir- 
cumstance— that  we  have  obtained  from 
it,  within  the  last  four  years,  very  sub- 
stantial benefits ;  and  when  we  shall  re- 
vert— as,  perhaps,  we  may  do  at  no  dis- 
tant period — to  an  examination  of  thiA 
point ;  when  we  come  to  re-consider  the 
question  of  this  scheme,  we  shall  find,  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  it  is  not  one  of  plain 
sailing — that  it  is  not  one  which  has  not, 
on  each  side,  compensating  advantages, 
as  well  as  counteracting  disadvantages. 
Assuredly,  we  shall  gain  much  by  sim- 
plifying the  national  accounts — we  shall 
gain  still  more  by  meeting  our  difficulties, 
whatever  they  may  be,  full  in  the  face ; 
but  we  must  be  prepared  to  do  so  by 
taking  up  a  portion  of  those  burthens 
which  we  have  been  relieved  from  during 
the  last  four  years.  I  wish  to  state  this 
fully  and  fairly  to  the  committee ;  without 
any  pledge  on  my  part  as  to  the  course 
that  I  may  feel  it  my  duty  to  pursue ;  but 
I  am  anxious  to  guard  the  committee 
against  the  impression  that  the  mere 
sweeping  away  of  this  scheme  of  the 
dead-weight  is  all  that  they  have  to  do. 

The  committee.  Sir,  will  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive, that  in  all  that  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour of  stating  to  them,  I  have  assumed 
as  a  fixed  point,  the  fact,  if  not  the  ex- 
pediency,   of  a  sinking    fund^a  fund 


which,  by  whatever  name  we  call  it,  whe- 
ther sinking  fund  or  surplus  of  revenue 
over  expenditure,  is  to  have  the  effect  of 
preserving  national  faith  and  national 
credit,  and  cf  enabling  the  country  to 
meet  the  fluctuations  of  her  revenue,  and 
to  meet  also  any  unforeseen  emergencies 
in  which  it  may  unawares  be  placed. 

Sir,  the  present  year  affords  us  examples 
of  both  these  necessities.  It  affords  an 
example  of  a  sudden  falling-off  in  the 
revenue ;  and  it  affords  also  an  example 
of  a  particular  foreign  emergency  coming 
upon  us  suddenly  and  unawares. 

And  here  I  would  wish  the  committee 
to  consider  what  would  be  the  situation 
of  a  country  which  should  so  exactly 
square  its  annual  income  to  the  state  of 
its  ascertained  expenditure,  as  to  leave  no 
preparation  for  those  emergencies,  nor 
any  provision — as  every  private  gentle- 
man IS  bound  to  provide  by  laying  aside 
some  part  of  his  income  for  unforeseen 
casualties — to  meet  claims  which  cannot 
be  exactly  anticipated.  What  ought  to 
be  the  amount  of  the  surplus  fund  to  be  set 
aside,  is  a  point  which  I  shall  not  now  say; 
but,  I  confess,  it  has  never  occurred  to  my 
mind,  in  any  calculation  that  I  have 
made,  that  a  sum  less  than  five  millions, 
on  an  annual  expenditure  of  more  than 
fidy  millions,  is  a  proportion  that,  follow- 
ing the  dictates  of  experience,  or  proceed- 
ing upon  the  analogies  of  private  life,  it 
might  be  found  prudent  to  forego. 

And  here,  again,  I  beg  leave  not  to  be 
considered  as  giving  any  decided  opinion. 
I  told  the  committee  at  the  outset,  that  I 
would  declare  candidly  the  considerations 
which  have  impressed  themselves  on  my 
own  mind ;  but  this  is  one  of  those  sub- 
jects which  will  hereafter  come  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  and  upon 
which  his  majesty's  ministers  will  anxious- 
ly look  for  tlie  advice  of  pailiament. 

For  the  present  year,  tnen,  the  question 
which  arises  out  of  the  statements  which  I 
have  submitted  to  the  committee — the 
question  which  they  will  have  principally 
to  consider — is,  whether  the  present  defi- 
ciency, which  I  have  stated,  in  round  num- 
bers, to  be  three  millions — though  it  is 
now,  and  I  think  we  have  every  prospect 
of  its  proving  hereafter  still  more  so,  con- 
siderably less  than  I  have  stated  it  at — 
whether,  I  say,  this  deficiency  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  by  any  extraordinary  course,  or 
whether,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
Qf  the  present  year,  it  may  not  be  the  more 
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expedient  step  to  take  a  credit  on  the  c6a*> 
sohdated  fana,  and  leave  it  to  the  yeaf  to 
come«  to  detennine  what  measures  of  a 
more  decided  character  it  may  hereafter  be 
necessary  to  resort  to. 

This,  Sir,  is,  of  course,  in  other  words, 
a  proposal  to  add  to  the  amount  of  Ex- 
chequer-bills now  outstanding.  And  the 
first  question  that  arises,  on  the  suggestion 
of  such  a  proposal,  is,  whether  the  amount  of 
those  bills,  now  outstanding,  be  such  as  to 
bear  this  hypothetical  addition ;  or  whether 
it  be  at  such  a  rate,  as  would  make  it  dan- 
gerous to  run  any  risk,  by  pressing  harder 
upon  the  amount  already  in  the  market. 

In  order  to  come  at  this,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary, Sir,  to  examine  the  ralue  which 
these  bills  actually  bear  in  that  market. 
The  price  at  which  Exchequer-bills  are 
now  selling,  is  equivalent  to  a  premium  of 
50s.  upon  every  1002. ;  that  lOvL  yielding 
an  interest  of  three  per  cent  per  annum. 
And  suchbein^  the  premium,  this  assuredly 
does  not  indicate  any  appearance  of  an 
over-stocked,  or  labouring  market. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  amount.  The 
whole  amount  of  Exchequer-bills,  at  pre- 
sent outstanding,  is  24,000,000/.  That 
amonnt  would  be  increased,  supposing  the 
whole  of  the  sum,  now  apparently  defi- 
cient, to  remain  deficient  at  the  end  of  the 
year;  that  is,  8u{>po8!ng  the  revenue  to  go 
on,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  at  the 
same  rate  at  which  it  has  gone  on  during 
the  four  months  last  past ;  and  supposing 
all  the  indications,  I  will  not  say  or  reviv- 
ing prosperity,  but  of  reviving  activity  in 
Our  trade  and  commerce,  which  we  hear 
of  from  all  parts  of  the  country — supposing 
the  information  on  this  subject,  which  has 
been  communicated  to  so  many  honourable 
|;entlemen,  to  be  quite  erroneous — suppoa- 
mg,  in  fact,  the  very  worst — ^and  the  addi- 
tion will  make  the  whole  amount  of  Exche- 
quer bills  outstanding,  26,700,000/. 

But,  Sir,  I  think  I  may  say,  without 
offering  any  direct  authority  for  the  asser- 
tion, that  it  is  impossible,  from  the  various, 
but  concurrent  information  which  has 
reached  so  many^  honourable  gentlemen, 
frorii  all  parts  of  the  kingdom — ^that  it  is 
impossible,  I  say,  to  believe,  that  the  two 
propositions  which  I  have  taken  die  liberty 
to  suggest  to  the  committee— namely,  that 
the  progress  of  the  revenue  will  not  be  ac- 
celerated, during  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  beyond  the  rate  at  which  it  has  pro- 
ceeded during  Uie  last  four  months ;  and 
ihat  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  will  not 


Thi  Budget. 


\m 


be  diminished  by  the  accelerated  ratio  of 
improvement  in  onr  commercial  situation. 
— I  say,  it  is  m\possible  to  believe  these 
two  propositions,  without  entirely  disbe- 
lieving all  these  favourable  accounts  from 
all  parts  of  the  country. 

Why,  then.  Sir,  I  may  consider 
26,000,000/:  as  the  amount  of  outstanding 
Exchequer-bills  at  the  end  of  the  colient 
year.  Supposing  I  were  to  lely  entirely 
on  that  resource  for  squaring  accounts  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  I  think  I  am  not  too 
sanguine  in  taking  that  as  the  total  amount. 
Now,  Sir,  26,000,000/.  of  Excheauer 
bills  is  a  less  amount  of  such  bills  than 
ever  was  outstanding,  at  any  period,  as  I 
am  informed,  in  the  history  of  this  country 
during  the  last  twenty  years^-that  is  to 
say,  not  the  amount  now  actually  outstand- 
ing, but  the  amount,  such  as  it  would  be, 
if  the  bills  now  outstanding  were  added  to 
those  necessary  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
of  the  present  year's  income. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  still  another  material 
consideration,  to  which  I  hare  already  par- 
tiall^r  adverted,  in  stating  the  amount  of 
the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  coun- 
try of  different  years,  and  which  it  is  very 
material  that  the  committee  should  take 
into  their  view,  and  consider  Its  bearings 
upon  the  whole  case. 

Sir,  of  this  26,000,0001.  of  outstanding 
Exchequer-bills,  one  fifth  part,  at  the  least, 
is  of  a  nature  totally  different  from  the  re* 
maining  four  fifths ;  and  of  a  totally  differ-^ 
ent  nature  also,  from  Exchequer-bilis 
in  the  ordinary  and  general  acceptation  of 
the  term.  The  aggregate  of  the  advances 
made  by  the  government,  and  which  re- 
main actually  due  to  the  country,  bup- 
wanls  of  5,000,000/.  Five  millions,  theie'> 
fore,  of  this  amount  of  Exchequer-bills 
represent,  not  the  credit  of  the  government, 
but  so  much  advanced  on  public  works, 
loans,  and  other  securities.  They  are,  in 
fact,  available  securities,  and  may  be  made 
convertible  by  the  government  at  their 
pleasure. 

This  circumstance,  Sir,  reduces  the 
whole  amount  of  Exchequer-bills,  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  even  upon  the 
most  unfavourable  supposition  of  onr  hat « 
in^  to  replace  the  whole  apparent  de- 
ficiency of  the  present  ^ear  by  an  increase 
of  that  mode  of  security,  to  twenty-one 
millions — ^which  is,  as  I  have  alresdy  said,  a 
sum  less,  by  5  millions,  than  hu  ever  beea 
the  amount  of  Exchequer-tbills  otttstandin| 
at  any  period  within  the  last  20  yean. 
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Usder  these  circumstances,  Sir,  and 
when  I  put  to  myself  the  question,  whether 
or  no  we  can  run  the  risk,  whatever  that 
risk  may  be,  of  having  to  defray  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  income  to  meet  the  expen- 
diture of  the  current  year,  by  an  addition 
to  the  now  outstandmg  Exchequer-bills, 
to  the  extent  I  have  stated — and  compare 
that  risk  with  the  possible  effect  of  any 
other  mode  of  providing  for  such  defi- 
ciencv— I  confess,  Sir,  I  am  strongly  in- 
clinea  to  the  course  which  I  first  suggest- 
ed.  I  am  inclined  to  it  by  a  considera- 
tion of  the  present  state  of  the  country. 
That  state,  Sir,  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
of  hopeful,  but  not  confirmed,  conval- 
escence. And  I  do  trust  and  believe, 
that  it  will  continue  to  gather  strength, 
and  return  gradually  and  steadily  to  its 
former  power  and  security — I  mean,  of 
course,  its  financial  security — provided  it 
be  not,  at  this  critical  period,  either  tam- 
pered with,  by  the  application  of  any 
mjudieious  remedies,  or  afflicted  by  any 
sudden  shock,  which  may  have  the  effect 
of  diverting  it  from  the  healthy  course  in 
which  it  is  now  graduaUy,  but  directly, 
advancing.  Whichever  way  I  turn,  I  see 
indications  of  an  improving  revenue.  I 
am  not  sufficiently  sanguine  to  believe 
that  this  improvement  will  be  great  enough 
to  overtake  and  cover  the  whole  of  the 
deficiency  of  the  year.  A  part,  however, 
of  that  deficiency  I  am  sanguine  enough 
to  expect  to  see  speedily  cut  off  by  natural 
means ;  and  that  hope  it  would  be  wrong 
in  us  to  disappoint,  by  any  measures,  cal- 
culated to  force  results,  which,  by  being 
so  forced,  may  have  the  effect  of  defeating 
it.  I  fed  strongly  the  prudence  of  await- 
ing the  realixation  or  tne  disappointment 
of  that  hope,  before  we  decide  upon  any 
other  course  of  action.  If  I  were  to 
decide  for  myself,  as  to  whether  I  should 
adopt  a  course  like  that  which  I  am  now 
advocating,  without  the  advantage  of  pre* 
viously  consulting  parliament,  I  should 
unquestionably  feel  the  responsibility  too 
jpreat  for  me  to  undertake.  But,  Sir,  it 
IS  because  I  have  the  opportunity  of  stating 
in  this  House,  frankly  and  openly,  the 
course  which  I  recommend,  and  the  mo- 
tives which  prompt  me  to  the  recommend- 
ation—it is  because  there  is  nothing  of 
keeping  back,  nothing  of  concealment, 
notnbe  of  a  desire  to  represent  things 
otherwise  than  as  they  really  ar^— that  I 
IM  the  courage  to  empress  my  conviction, 
that»  in  the  prssent  peeuUu  sisuation  of 
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the  country,  it  is  better  to  wait  the  result 
which  we  have  reason  to  expect,  than 
proceed  to  the  adoption  of  any  measure 
which  would  be  premature* 

Sir,  I  have  now  opened  to  the  com- 
mittee, rather  those  principles  which,  I 
conceive,  ought  to  guide  us  in  our  present 
situation,  than  entered  into  any  particular 
details  connected  with  it :  and  I  think  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  times  justifies 
me  in  having  adopted  such  a  course,  in 
preference  to  going  into  a  multiplicity  of 
such  details — into  calculations  of  revenue 
— into  calculations  of  trade — which  might 
only  have  more  perplexed  a  subject,  which 
my  want  of  experience  in  this  department 
has  already,  I  fear,  but  too  much  obscured. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  trust  I  have  ex* 
plained,  and  without  much  complication, 
that  which  it  was  my  single  object  to 
make  clear  and  perspicuous  to  the  com- 
mittee ;  as  it  seemed  to  me  better  to  pro- 
pound to  them  that  single  object,  distinctly 
and  intelligibly,  than  to  carry  them 
through  a  succession  of  such  items. 

Nothing  now.  Sir,  remains  for  me  to 
submit  to  the  committee,  but  to  state  the 
Supply  and  the  Ways  and  Means ;  as,  in 
accordance  with  the  principle  which  I 
have  just  laid  down,  I  propose  to  provide, 
in  no  other  way  than  oy  a  credit  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  for  any  deficiency 
Uiat  there  may  be  in  the  mcome  of  the 
present  year. 

The  Supplies  which  have  been  already 
voted  for  the  current  year  are : — 

Army £.B,\9i^^S6 

Navy    6,1S\8M 

Ordnance   1,648,97S 

MitoelUneous    8,S7f,0S4 

Interest  on  Bzcheqner  Bille    850,000 

Total £ASfiB5^ 

In  addition  to  this  amount,  before  the 
rising  of  parliament,  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
call  on  the  House  for  a  vote,  by  way  of  a 
vote  of  credit,  for  500,000/. ;  the  object 
of  which  I  shall  then  explain  to  the 
House  to  be  any  unforeseen  contingency 
that  may  arise,  connected  with  our  army 
in  Portugal. 

The  total  of  grants  and  of  vote  of 
credit,  will,  therefore,  be  19,395,3*22/. 

The  accounts  which  have  been  laid  on 
the  table,  with  regard  to  the  Ways  and 
Means,  are  as  follow : — 

Surplus  Ways  and  Means £.     88,044 

MiliUry  and  Naval  F^ensioo  Monty . .  4,IM,000 
fiait  India  Company  IQOJM 
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puties  on  Sugar,  Peimnal  Estates  &c.    3,000,000  I 
Grant  out  of  the  Cbnsolidated  Fund  ..11  ^600,000 

^.18,943,044 
Exchequer  Bills  to  answer  Vote  of 
Credit 500,000 


Total....        ^.19,443,044 

Now,  Sir,  the  main  question  which  the 
committee  have  to  decide  is,  ^whether, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  country, 
we  shall  go  on  through  the  present  year, 
not  in  ignorance,  but  with  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  our  situation,  and  looking  to  the 
growing  effects  of  returning  prosperity — 
whether  it  will  not  be  far  better  than  en- 
tering upon  unadviseable  and  premature 
discussion  of  every  one  of  those  great 
questions  of  finance,  which  await  discus- 
sion next  year — to  go  in  the  path  which 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  suggest — 
whether  that  will  not  be  our  wiser  policy, 
rather  than  to  run  the  risk  of  deranging 
the  present  course  of  things,  without 
having  any  correct  means  of  judging  what 
the  effect  of  such  derangement  may  be. 

It  will  be  found;  that  the  supply  of  the 
present  year  exceeds  that  of  the  last  by 
about  800,000/.  This  difference,  Sir, 
arises  from  two  causes — the  Army  Extra- 
ordinaries,  and  the  Vote  of  Credit  for 
which  I  call,  in  consequence  of  the  Expe- 
dition to  Portugal. 

I  am  far  from  saying,  Sir,  that  to  bring 
back  the  expenditure  of  ^e  country  to 
the  scale  of  last  year  is  all  that  the 
House  and  the  country  have  a  right 
to  expect,  or  all  that  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment is  inclined  to  perform.  Most  un- 
doubtedly it  is  intended  to  bring  that  ex- 
penditure to  the  lowest  possible  scale,  con- 
sistently with  the  public  safety.  I  shall 
abstain  from  making  any  promises  on  the 
subject ;  and,  for  this  reason — that  I  have 
always  observed,  that  promises  made  under 
similar  circumstances,  must,  from  the  very 
nature  of  things,  be  contingent  on  events 
which  we  cannot,  by  possibilitv  control ; 
-^and  because,  too,  they  are  always  ex« 
aggerated  by  those  to  whom  they  are  made ; 
and,  more  being  expected  than  is  held  out^ 
they  generally  end  in  disappointments 
All  I  can  say,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty's  government,  is,  that  it  is  their 
fixed  determination  to  apply  to  those  hn- 
portant  subjects,  the  reduction  of  the 
expenditure,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
revenue — ^their  best  and  most  zealous  at- 
tentiona ;  and,  in  so  doing,  to  take  this 
House  into  couasel,  on  the  aubjcct. 
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In  conclusion.  Sir,  my  decided  opiinion, 
and  I  feel  that  I  ought  to  grve  it  fairly  bcf- 
fore  I  sit  down  is,  that  the  course  recom- 
mended, is  the  most  expedient  course,  and 
the  wisest.  The  country  is  at  present  in 
a  state,  rather  to  be  left  to  itself,  than  even 
to  be  aided  in  its  return  to  prosperity,  ^y 
measures  which,  as  remedies,    would  be 

Fremature.  And  if.  Sir,  I  entertain — as 
undoubtedly  do  entertain —  a  sanguine 
hope,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when 
that  prosperity  will  be  more  unequivocally 
demonstrated  than  it  has  lately  been,  or 
than  it  is  at  present,  I  found  that  hope, 
rather  on  its  known  intrinsic  energies,  and 
its  inherent,  though  not  now  put  forth 
powers,  than  T  do  upon  any  indication 
arising  out  of  particular  circmnstaAces, 
which  I  could  fairly  turn  to,  as  justifying 
that  hope.  I  would  rather,  Sic«  express 
what  I  feel  upon  this  subject  in  other  words 
than  my  own— in  words  which,  I  am  sure, 
the  committee  will  pardon  me  if  I  read 
upon  this  occasion,  in  preference  to  sub- 
mitting the  same  views  in  any  language 
that  I  could  supply.  The  speech  from 
which  I  am  about  to  quote  is  one  which 
beautifully  describes  the  energies  of  this 
canpire,  and  the  operation  of  that  spirit 
of  enterprise  for  which  it  19  distin- 
guished, in  communicating  the  commer- 
cial activity  and  wealth  of  its  own  people 
to  the  most  distant  regions — 

''  But  therB  is  still  another  cause,  even 
more  satisfactory  than  these,  because  it  is 
of  a  still  more  extensive  and  permaneat 
nature ;  —  that  constant  accumulation  of 
wealth,  that  continual  tendency  to  increase, 
the  operation  of  which  is  universally  seen, 
in  a  greater  or  less  proportion,  whenever 
it  is  not  obstructed  by  some  public  cala- 
mity, or  by  some  mistaken  and  mis- 
chievous policy,  but  which  must  be  con* 
spicuous  and  rapid  indeed,  in  any  country 
which  has  once  an'ived  at  an  advanced 
state  of  cominercial  prosperity, 

*'  Simple  and  obvious  as  this  principle 
is,  and  felt  and  observed  as  it  must  have 
been,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  even  froni 
the  earliest  periods,  I  doubt  whether  it  has 
even  been  fully  developed  and  sufEcientlj 
explained,  but  in  the  writings  of  an  author 
of  our  own  times,  now  unfortunately  no 
more — I  mean  the  author  of  a  celebrated 
treatise  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations — whose 
extensive  knowledge  of  detail*  and  depth 
of  philosophical  research,  wiU,  I  believa, 
furnish  the  best  solution  to  every  question 
connected  with  the  history  of  commerce. 
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or  with  the  systems  of  political  economy. 
"This  accumulation  of  capital  arises 
from  the  continual  application  of  a  part, 
at  least,  of  the  profit  obtained  in  each 
year,  to  increase  the  total  amount  of  capi- 
tal to  be  employed  in  a  similar  manner, 
and  with  continued  profit  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing. The  great  mass  of  the  property 
of  the  nation  is  thus  constantly  increasing 
at  compound  interest;  the  progress  of 
which,  m  any  considerable  period,  bwhat, 
at  first  view,  would  appear  incredible. 
Great  as  have  been  the  effects  of  this 
cause  already,  they  must  be  greater  in  fu- 
ture for  its  powers  are  augmented  in 
proportion  as  they  exerted.  It  acts  with 
a  velocity  continually  accelerated — with  a 
force  continually  increased — 

"  Mobilitate    viget    viresque      acquirtt 
eundo.     It  may,  indeed,  as  we  have  our- 
selves experienced,  be  checked  or  retarded, 
by  particular  circumstances — it  may,  for 
a  time,  be  interrupted  or  even  overpower- 
ed ;  but,  where  there  is  a  fund  of  produc- 
tive labour,   and  active  industry,  it  can 
never  be   totally  extinguished.      In   the 
season  of  the  severest  calamity  and  distress 
its  operations  will  still  counteract  and  di- 
minish their  effects ; — in  the  first  returning 
interval  of  prosperity,  it  will  be  active  to 
repair  them.     It  we  look  to  a  period  like 
the  present,  of  continued  tranquillity,  the 
difficulty  will  be  to  imagine  limits  to  its 
operation.       None  can  be  found,   while 
there  exists  at  home  any  one  object  of 
skill  or  industry,  short  of  its  utmost  possi- 
ble perfection ;  one  spot  of  ground  m  the 
country  capable  of  higher  cultivation  and 
improvement;    or    while    there   remains 
abroad  any  new  market  that  can  be  explored, 
or  any  existing  market  than  can  be  ex- 
tended.     From  the  intercourse  of  com- 
merce, it  will,  in  some  measure,  partici- 
pate in  the  growth  of  other  nations,  in  all 
the  possible  varieties  of  their  situations. 
The  rude    wants  of  countries  emerging 
from  barbarism,  and  the  artificial  and  in- 
creasing demands  of  luxury  and  refine- 
ment, will  equally  open  new  sources  of 
treasure,  and  new  fields  of  exertion,  in 
every  state  of  socie^,  and  in  the  remotest 
quarters  of  the  globe.     It  is  this  princi- 
ple which,  I  believe,  according  to  the  uni- 
form   result   of  history  and  experience, 
maintains  on  tlie  whole,  in  spite  of  the 
vicissitudes  of  fortune,  and  the  disasters  of 
empires,  a  continued  course  of  successive 
improvement^  iq  the  general  order  of  t|ie 
^fOiMt" 


The  words.  Sir,  which  I  have  just  read 
to  the  committee,  are  the  words  of  Mr. 
Pitt — the  author  cited  is  Adam  Smith. 

Sir,  we  hear  now  a  days,  that  the  appli- 
cation of  philosophy  to  the  affairs  of  trade 
and  commerce  is  an  innovation.  I,  how- 
ever, am  content  to  go  back  to  the  year 
1792,  and  to  take  the  words  which  Mr. 
Pitt  then  used,  and  which  I  have  treasured 
up  in  my  mind,  into  my  mouth,  and  to 
take  them  as  the  guide  and  polar  star  of 
my  own  policy. 

Mr.  Hume  said,   tliat  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  taken  a  very  wide  and  ex- 
tensive view  of  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  had  very  properly  concluded  it 
by  admitting,  that  there  was  a  considerable 
deficiency  in  the  income  of  the  country  as 
compared  with  its  expenditure.     The  nght 
hon.  gentleman  had  added,  that  that  was 
a  circumstance  which  did  not  create  in  his 
mind  any  despondency.     In   that  senti- 
ment he  so  far  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,    that  he    was   persuaded   we 
might  call  out  resources,  and  make  efforts, 
commensurate  with  any  difficulties  which 
we  might  be  required  to  meet.     The  great 
difference  of  opinion   between  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  and  himself  was  on  the 
question  whether,  after  the  experience  of 
twelve  years*  peace,  we  were  to  go  on  for 
another  year  cherishing  those  delusive  ex- 
pectations by  which  we  had  hitherto  been 
deceived.     Year  after  year,  since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  the  House  had  been 
assured,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
was  increasing ;  and  year  after  year  had 
that  assurance  been  falsified  by  the  event. 
Going  back  to  one  of  the  periods  to  which 
the  right  hon.  {gentleman  had  adverted, 
the  year  1792,  let  the  House  look  at  the 
difference  between  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country  at  that  period,  and  at  the 
present  moment.     In  1792,  the  debt  was 
only   223,000,0001.;    it  was   now  above 
800,000,000/.      In  1792,  the  whole  re- 
venue  was    16,000,000/.;     it   was  now 
69,600,000/.     Under  such  circumstances, 
could  the  House  allow   another  year  to 
pass,  with  an  avowed  defalcation  in  the 
revenue,  and  make  no  effort  to  arrest  the 
evil  ?  Tlie  intended  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  finance  in  the  next  session  was 
dwelt  upon  :  but,  it  ought  to  be  recollect- 
ed, that,  if  the  House  were  to  set  about 
the  task  immediately,  they  might  make  a 
beneficial  reduction  in  our  expenditure; 
whilci  on  the  other  hand,  a  delay  unUl  the 
next  i^aiion  wonld  have  the  ciffect  pf  uqi 
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nec^saarily  adding  three  or  four  milKons 
more  tp  our  debt.  The  right  bou.  gentle- 
man had  ipade  a  quotation  from  Adam 
Smith ;  And  on  that  foundation  had  built 
a  flattering  prospect  of  increasing  pros- 
perity in  the  years  to  come.  Such  sup- 
positions were  pejrely  pastier  in  the  air, 
were  calculated  to  amuse  for  the  moment, 
but  having  no  foun4ation  in  reality.  What 
was  tlie  declaration  that  had  been  candidly 
made  by  the  right  ho^.  gentleman  ?  That, 
after  twelve  years  of  peace,  during  which 
timo  we  hs^  been  compelled  to  borrow 
money  every  year,  whenever  the  loan  from 
the  Bank  stopped,  they  must  make  up 
their  mipds  either  to  have  recourse  to  » 
Ipan  or  to  lay  on  new  t^xes.  Was  it  pos- 
sibly, after  such  a  statement  as  that,  th&t 
the  House  could  allow  his  majesty's  ga* 
Yernment  to  go  on  with  the  unexampled 
expenditure  which  hjid  been  hitherto  per- 
mitted 1  Instead  of  taking  the  more  fair 
and  manly  course  which  so  obviously  pre- 
sented itself,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  nad 
saidy  that  we  must  be  prepared  to  meet 
our  (difficulties  at  the  ena  oi  another  year. 
What  prevente4  us  from  endeavouring  to 
look  oar  difficulties  in  the  face  ii^stai^tly  ? 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  dwelt  with 
great  complacenoy  on  the  continuance  of 
peace,  on  the  great  productive  wealth  of 
the  nation,  on  the  probable  increase  of 
demand  for  its  coqamoditiesy  and  on  the 
gradual  accumulation  of  its  available  capi- 
tal. Now,  in  talking  upon  these  subjects, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  wilfully  shut 
his  eyes  against  facts.  What  was  the  state 
of  the  shipping  interest  ?  Had  the  right 
hon,  gentleman  any  hope  that  he  should 
derive  an  increased  revenue  from  the  in- 
creased prosperity  of  the  shipping  interest  ? 
What  was  the  state  of  the  manufacturing 
interest  ?  Was  there  any  man  who  would 
say  that  the  profits  on  manufacturing  capi- 
tal during  the  four  last  years,  or  even 
during  the  present  year,  were  such  as  to 
warrant  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  pro* 
ceeding  to  carry  on  the  government  with 
extraordinary  expense?  What  was  the 
state  of  the  mercantile  interest?  Was 
ther§  a  merchant  in  the  House  who  would 
say  that  thei^  was  any  kind  of  trade  which 
now  returned  a  profit  equal  to  the  usual 
rate  of  interest  for  money  ?  Let  the  House 
look  to  a  vary  singular  cjrcumstaAce,  arising 
out  of  th^  depressed  state  of  the  commer- 
cial aoul  mercantile  interests.  The  public 
funds,  in^tsad  of  being  depressed  by  the 
|acr«9aed  amount  of  the  i&bU  aad  of  Um- 
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lion,  and  the  diminishing  aaioHiil  of  the 
revenue,  had  actually  risen,  and  why? 
Because  no  merchant  could  now  ventare 
to  employ  his  money  with  any  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  a  suitable  return  for  it. 
It  w^  to  avoid  loss  in  commercial  specu- 
lations, that  individuals  now  put  thair 
money  into  the  funds ;  and,  so  (ar  was  the 
credit  of  the  country  proved  to  be  bieih 
from  the  high  state  of  the  funds,  that  no 
believed  the  reverse  to  be  the  case.  Aftw 
entering  into  an  argument  to  prova  ihdi 
all  the  interests  of  the  country  were  so 
depressed,  that  there  was  no  chance  of 
any  speedy  improvement  iq  them,  He  called 
upon  the  House  to  consider  the  remedy 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  pror 
posed  for  the  existing  difficulties*  It  waa 
nothing  less  than  this :  to  let  the  oountry 
go  on  as  it  was,  for  another  year.  TWa^ 
right  hon.  gentlemiin  was  the  first  chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  who  had  ever  pro** 
posed  to  let  the  country  go  on  as  it  was 
for  one  year,  in  order  that  he  might  com- 
mence the  diminution  of  its  debt  at  the 
end  of  that  period.  He  protested  against 
the  House  permitting  the  right  hon.  ean- 
tleman  to  take  Uie  estimates  prqposad  for 
the  present  year.  They  were  Imger  than 
they  were  last  year,  by  nearlv  a  millim 
steriin^.  Although  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man did  not  talk  of  our  being  on  a  h^fik 
eminence  from  which  we  looked  down  wit)i 
conscious  superiority  on  the  rest  of  the 
world,  he  spoke  of  the  public  credit  us 
that  on  which  he  principally  depended. 
Now,  he  sincerely  wished  that  there  was 
no  such  thing  as  public  credit.  ]l^ni^;ma- 
tical  as  it  might  appear,  public  ciedil 
would  be  the  ruin  of  this  country.  |t  was 
to  support  public  credit  that  Mr.  Pitt  es- 
tablished the  sinking  fund;  and  hv  the 
public  credit  thus  sustained,  he  and  suc« 
ceeding  ministers  had  been  enabled  to  add 
870,000,000/.  tp  the  national  debt.  He 
protested  against  the  soundness  of  many 
of  the  financial  doctrines  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  put  forward,  and 
particularly  against  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  glossed  over  the  loan — ^for  sncht  ^ 
point  of  fact,  it  waa^-that  he  had  borrowed 
from  the  Bank  this  year.  He  protested 
against  increasing  the  unfunded  debt  by 
3,000,000/.  to  keep  up  the  ridiculous  sys- 
tem of  funding  and  refunding^  which  ha4 
been  followed  so  much  and  so  ^inously 
of  late  year^.  In  the  year  1822,  the  g^ 
vermnent  bad  borrowed  13,000,0004.  vf 
the  Bank.    It  gave  the  Bank  100^  % 
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«verj  73/.  triiich  was  advanced ;  the  sum 
was  afterwards  paid  off  by  driblets,  and 
the  government  replaced  it  at  83/.,  951., 
96/.|  and  even  97/,  three  per  cents. — He 
then  pointed  out  the  disadvantageous  ope- 
sation  of  the  sinking  fund  to  Uie  public, 
and  entered  into  several  statements  to 
prove  that  it  had  lost  224,000,000/.  since 
the  institution  of  it  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Last 
year  the  unfunded  debt  had  been  reduced ; 
and  he  stiongly  protested  against  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  risking  such  a  crisis  as 
that  which  occurred  before,  by  keeping  up 
•o  large  an  unfunded  debt.  It  was  a  most 
injurious  plan,  and  ought  not  to  be  sane* 
tioned  by  parliament.  The  finances  pre- 
sented the  double  spectacle  of  a  diminished 
income,  and  an  increased  expenditure. 
With  respect  to  the  reduction  of  two  mil- 
lions of  taxes,  to  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  alluded,  he  begged  to  ask 
whether  theHouse  would  have  agreed  to  ^at 
reduction  if  thev  had  thought  that  it  was 
to  be  followed  by  an  annual  addition  of 
two  millions  to  the  debt  ?  By  the  course 
pttxiued,  our  financial  system  was  so  com- 
plicated, that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
man  thoroughly  to  understand  it.  After 
some  observations  on  the  measure  of  last 
year,  by  which  six  millions  had  been  paid 
to  the  Bank  of  England  to  enable  it  to 
meet  any  difficulties,  the  hon.  gentleman 
repeated  his  protest  against  going  on  in 
this  manner.  If  we  hid  not  t^e  means  of 
meeting  our  expenditure,  our  only  course 
was  at  once  to  reduce  our  expenditure. 
Our  expenditure  might  be  reduosd  by  five 
or  six  millions,  wiuout  inflicting  injury 
upon  any  department  of  the  public  service. 
As  to  the  expedition  to  Portugal,  he  con- 
demned it  on  principle.  He  condemned 
ministers  for  endeavouring  to  force  a  go- 
vernment on  that  country.  Where  was 
the  majority-— in  the  government,  the  peo- 
ple, or  the  army*-r*in  Portugal,  to  imkh 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  luid  looked  for 
support?  If  the  Portuguese  wished  to 
have  a  tyrannical  government,  in  God's 
name  let  them  have  it.  But,  we  must 
support  liberal  principles  forsooth  I  The 
wl^t  boo.  gentleman  was,  it  seemed,  dis- 
playing a  standard,  round  whkih  all  liberal 
mctt  rallied.  He  had  no  objection  tohisdoing 
so,  if  it  was  lobe  at  his  own  expense;  but 
he  bad  a  gveat  objection  to  his  doia^  so 
«t  the  expense  of  die  ooontry^  at  a  time 
V'hea  the  labouiing  classes  weie  unable  to 
oUMhalfabellH«U.  If  the  right  hoa. 
QWitVinMi  did  not  state  djptiiietly  *ato«r 


troops  were  coming  away  from  Portugal, 
he  would  bring  the  subject  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  It  was  not  merely 
the  loss  of  the  million  which  had  already 
been  expended  in  this  absurd  undertaking 
that  he  lamented,  but  he  was  apprehen- 
sive of  greater  sacrifices,  and  he  condemned 
the  principle  on  which  the  proceeding  had 
taken  place.  Such  an  expedition,  the 
object  of  which  was  by  domination  and 
awe  to  influence  a  people  in  the  choice  of 
their  government,  was  strongly  contrasted 
with  Uie  former  opinions  of  some  of  those 
who  had  supported  it,  when  they  declared 
that  the  people  of  ever^  country  ought  to 
be  left  to  their  own  ohoice  in  that  respect. 
Until  assurances  were  given  of  a  speedy 
termination  of  thb  project,  he  would  not 
sanction  the  vote  of  credit  when  brought 
forward,  even  if  he  were  single  in  hb  op- 
position. He  contended,  that  all  our  e^ 
tablishments  were  much  larger  than  our 
income  warranted,  and  the  wants  of  a  free 
country  required.  He  contrasted  the  ex- 
pense of  the  British  with  that  of  Uie  Ame- 
rican government,  eulogising  the  univer- 
sality of  suffrage  by  which  the  latter  was 
supported,  and  praising  the  quiet  manner 
in  which  large  popular  elections  were  de- 
cided under  it  by  means  of  the  vote  by 
ballot.  He  maintained  that  it  was  not 
merely  a  dereliction  of  duty,  but  down- 
right inhumanity,  for  the  House  to  allow 
matters  to  proceed  in  their  present  course. 
If  the  government  wanted  money  to  meet 
its  expenditure,  let  it  lay  on  new  taxes  : 
above  all  things,  let  it  not  suppose  that  it 
would  not  want  taxes  hereafter,  because  it 
had  now  obtained  a  loan.  The  time  of 
reckoning  would  come;  and  therefore  it 
was  that  he  denounced  the  doctrines  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  be  as 
indefensible  in  theory  as  th^  were  ruinous 
in  practice.  He  protested  against  the 
incorrect  manner  in  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  drawn  up  his  average  of 
our  income  and  expenditure  for  ^ke  last 
five  years.  He  contended,  that  the  deficit 
in  the  revenue  for  the  prasent  year  amount- 
ed to  between  2,000^^  &«!  3,000,000/., 
and  maintained  that  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  House  to  ask,  whether  theie  was  likely 
to  be  a  less  deficit  for  the  coming  year. 
He  insbted  that  the  deficit  would  not  be 
less,  and  that  it  ou^t  to  foe  fM  off  ia- 
stantiy,  instead  of  being  tided  ever,  as  tlie 
right  hon.  gantlemflm  pM^wsed,  to  the 
next  year."-    la  condasiOB,  be  ptotestBd 
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posed  that  night,  and  called  on  the  right 
non.  gentleman,  if  he  wished  to  make  him- 
self popular  in  the  country,  to  put  an  end 
to  that  delusive  humbug  which  was  enti- 
tled the  Sinking  Fund. 

Lord  AUhorp  said,  that,  although  he 
was  afraid  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  too  sanguine  in  the  expectations 
which  he  had  that  night  opened  to  the 
House,  still  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  member  for  Montrose,  in  thinking 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  force 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  take  into  im- 
mediate consideration  the  multifarious 
abstract  questions  to  which  he  had  alluded 
.in  his  speech.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  force  him  at  pre- 
sent, new  as  he  was  in  his  present  office, 
into  an  examination  of  them  all  in  detail. 
He  thought  that,  even  if  the  House  had 
the  power,  it  would  be  bad  policy  to  force 
him  into  it,  so  far  as  the  mere  question  of 
economy  was  concerned.  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  were  permitted,  during 
the  prorogation,  to  examine  into  the  finan- 
cial situation  of  the  country,  he  would 
find  that,  the  more  he  examined,  the 
greater  power  he  had  to  reduce  the  public 
establishments  without  injury  to  the  public 
service.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  were 
compelled  to  begin  his  examination  imme- 
diately, he  would  be  too  cautious  in  the 
reductions  he  proposed;  and  the  conse- 
quence would  be,  that  the  country  would 
have  less  hopes  than  ever  of  obtaining  any 
material  relief.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  stated,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
government  to  appoint  a  financial  com- 
mittee next  year.  This  was  a  proceeding 
of  which  he  entirely  approved ;  because  he 
believed  that,  in  making  this  proposition, 
it  was  not  intended  to  fonn  a  committee 
that  would  be  a  mere  delusion  on  the 
public.  To  that  committee  he  confessed 
he  looked  forward  with  great  hope ;  for,  if 
he  did  not  expect,  and  if  he  should  not 
hereafter  find,  that  it  recommended  the 
strictest  economy  in  every  branch  of  the 
public  expenditure,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  give  his  support  to  the  adminis- 
tration. Whatever  other  advantages  the 
country  might  eain  by  possessing  the  pre- 
sent ministers,  he  thought  it  right  to  state, 
distinctly  and  positively,  that,  if  great 
economy  were  not  introduced  into  all  the 
estimates  of  the  next  year,  he  should  feel 
.himself  obliged  to  withdraw  his  support 
from  the  government.     If  the  proposed 
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constituted — if  it  had  full  i>ower8  to  go 
into  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  country 
— ^there  could  be  no  doubt  that  plans  of 
economy  would  be  brought  forward,  and 
he  trusted  they  would  be  adopted. 
Tlicrefore  he  approved  of  the  proposition 
which  had  been  made  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  which  would  keep  the  financial 
system  of  the  country  in  its  present  state 
for  a  short  time,  with  a  view  to  its  future 
revision  and  reduction.  He  knew  that  the 
increasing  the  amount  of  the  unfunded 
debt  was  very  disadvantageous,  and  under 
other  circumstances  he  should  not  agree 
to  it;  but,  under  the  existing  state  of 
affairs,  he  thought  it  was  the  best  thing 
that  could  be  done  for  the  country. 

Sir  Henry  Pamell  said,  that  he  was  not 
one  of  those  members,  the  hon.  member 
for  Aberdeen  alluded  to,  as  having  with- 
drawn their  support  from  his  opposition  to 
the  sinking  fund ;  for  he  had  voted  against 
all  his  motions  for  abolishing  it ;  not  that 
he  thought  it  of  any  use  as  a  sinking  fund 
to  pay  off  the  national  debt,  but  beoause 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  in  each  year  there 
ought  to  be  a  considerable  surplus  pro- 
vided for,  over  and  above  the  actual  ex- 
penditure. The  events  of  this  year  proved 
the  policy  of  having  such  a  surplus ;  be- 
cause, in  consequence  of  it,  the  great 
falling-off  of  the  revenue  had  not  been 
attended  with  any  public  inconvenience. 
But  the  present  plan  of  the  sinking  fund, 
he  was  ready  to  agree,  ought  to  be  altered. 
It  was  an  entire  failure  as  a  means  of 
an  effectual  redeeming  of  debt.  No  sub- 
ject was  more  deserving  of  the  attention  of 
ministers  than  the  state  of  the  debt:  it 
was  the  great  evil  of  our  system ;  and  now, 
that  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  of  paying  it  off  had 
proved  of  no  effect,  he  thought  the  time 
was  arrived  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
plan,  which  he  had  produced  in  1823,  for 
securing  the  redemption  of  a  considerable 
part  of  it,  by  converting  perpetual  an- 
nuities into  termmable  annuities.  This 
plan  had  received  the  entire  approbation 
of  Mr.  Ricardo,  as  being  the  only  one  that 
would  place  a  sinking  fund  out  of  the 
power  of  ministers ;  and  as  one  that  would 
work  beneficially  and  effectually  in  Uqui- 
dating  debt.  He  did  not  agree,  that  there 
was  any  weight  in  the  objection  which  had 
been  made  to  it,  that  it  would  not  be 
practicable  to  obtain  such  a  conversion  of 
perpetual  annuities  into  terminable  annui- 
ties as  would  produce  an^  great  reductioa 
of  debu    The  present  pnoe  of  Lo&g  M^ 
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nuities;  did  not  justify  such  an  opinion ; 
but  now  that  the  rate  of  interest  was  so 
low,  and  was  daily  falling,  the  public 
could  well  afford  to  give  a  premium  on 
the  conversion,  in  order  to  secure  the  great 
object  of  making  sure  of  a  considerable 
extinction  of  the  debt,  at  certain  fixed 
periods  of  time.  A  sinking  fund  of  two 
millions  a  year,  if  spread  over  fifty  to 
seventy  and  eighty  years,  would  redeem 
several  hundred  millions  of  debt ;  and  this 
it  would  do  without  being  exposed  to  be 
seized  upon  for  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year,  by  any  future  ministers.  If  Mr. 
Pttt  had  made  all  his  loans  from  1793,  in 
long  annuities  of  fifty  years  or  upwards, 
although  he  would  have  had  to  give  a 
somewhat  higher  interest  on  them,  they 
would  have  cost  the  country  less  than  they 
have  cost,  when  the  interest  combined 
with  his  sinking  fund,  and  the  rise  of  the 
funds  are  taken  into  consideration,  and 
we  should  now  be  approaching  fast  to  the 
periods  when  they  would  be  falling  in. 
If,  instead  of  paying  off  the  five  per  cents, 
in  the  manner  m  which  they  were  paid,  they 
had  been  converted  into  long  annuities, 
the  conversion  might  have  been  made  on 
very  favourable  conditions,  and  the  ex- 
tinction of  so  many  millions  of  debt  would 
have  been  secured.  He  trusted  that  no 
more  time  would  be  lost  in  giving  effect  to 
this  plan  of  a  sinking  fund  by  long  an- 
nuities ;  at  least,  an  act  should  be  passed, 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  those  persons 
who  might  prefer  a  terminable  annuity, 
paying  a  larger  annual  dividend  to  a  per- 
petual one,  paying  a  smaller  dividend,  of 
obtaining  one.  In  regard  to  the  pressure 
of  the  debt  on  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, he  did  not  consider  it  to  be  so  great 
as  many  persons  did.  The  debt  was  an 
evil  only  relatively ;  that  is,  according  to 
the.  ratio  it  bore  to  the  wealth  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  thus,  after  all  that  can  be  said  or 
done  towards  redeeming  it,  the  most  per- 
fect sinking  fund  was  a  great  accamula- 
tion  of  new  wealth.  The  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  very  ably  and  happily 
selected  that  point  in  a  financial  system 
which,  of  all  the  parts  of  it,  was  the  most 
important ;  namely,  the  power  possessed 
by  this  country  to  accumulate  wealth  :'  it 
was  this  power,  that,  with  a  proper 
management  of  our  finances,  would  enable 
it  to  overcome  all  its  difficulties,  in  respect 
to  its  existing  or  future  expenditure ;  but 
this  being  the  case,  it  above  all  things 
was  the  duty  of  parliament  so  to  direct  its 
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legislation,  as  to  have  no  laws  and  no 
taxes  that  had  the  effect  of  retarding  un- 
necessarily the  progress  of  accumulation. 
Every  existing  restriction  of  trade,  and 
every  existing  tax,  ought  to  be  tried  by 
this  test ;  namely,  the  effect  it  produced 
in  retarding  accumulation ;  and,  whenever 
any  new  measure  relating  to  trade  or  taxa- 
tion is  proposed  to  the  House,  the  merits 
of  it  should  be  judged  of  by  its  probable 
influence  in  retarding  accumulation.    The 
whole  Statute-book,  as  to  trade  and  finance, 
ought  to  be  revised  on  this  principle ;  so 
that  every  thing  should  be  done  that  can  be 
done  to  promote  the  accumulation  of  capital, 
and  in  this  way  diminish  the  pressure  of  the 
debt.     It  was  in  consequence  of  the  igno- 
rance of  the  importance  of  this  great  and 
fundamental  principle,  that  almost  all  past 
legislation  on  matters  of  trade  and  finance 
was  so  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  public.    To  this  ignorance  was  1o 
be  attributed  the  Corn-laws ;  the  system 
of  Protecting  duties ;  the  Timber  duties ; 
the  duties  on  East-India  Sugar ;  and  that 
charter    of   monopoly    which    prevailed 
through  all  our  commercial    legislation. 
The  hon.  baronet  said,  that  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  member  for  Aberdeen,  that 
there  existed  no  hopes  of  improvement  in 
the  country.     On  tne  contrary,  it  was  un- 
questionable, that  trade  and  manufactures 
were  recovering  from  their  late  great  de- 
pression.    According  to  all  past  experi- 
ence, we  were  now  justified  in  looking 
forward  to  gpreat  improvement.    The  ex- 
treme state  of  distress  in  which  trade  had 
lately  been,  would,  according  to  what  had 
often  before  happened,  be  followed  by  a 
gradual  advance  towards  extreme  pros- 
perity; and  we  might  reasonably  expect 
to  see  very  prosperous  times  again  before 
long.    As  to  the  Dead-weight,  there  never 
appeared  to  him  any  difficulty  in  making 
it  intelligible;   because  it  was   nothmg 
more  or  less  than  a  plan  of  borrowing  a 
gpreat  many  millions  of  money.     It  was  in- 
vented in  1822,  in  order  to  avoid  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  a  great  reduction  in  our 
expenditure ;  and  it  was  now  very  fortu- 
nate that  it  was  coming  to  a  close,  and 
that  we  were  to  lose  the  receipt  of  two 
millions  a  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
bargain  with  &e  Bank  being  to  expire 
next  year ;  because  thiscircumstance  would 
be  a  good  guarantee  that  we  should  now 
have  an  effectual  plan  of  retrenchment 
adopted.     He  gave  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  full  credit  for  sincerityi  when 
30 
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^pxaitpp^  of  fiance  m  the  pextsegsioo. 
If  e  looked  forw^d  to  such  a  po^rse  ^p 
^e  means  of  se^jCuriDg  a  very  poDsid^r^ble 
red|iction  in  our  e^p^ndituri^ :  \\e  was 
^^rtain  such  a  reductjon  w^s  practica]>lp; 
apd  h^  ihp|ig)it  ft  augured  favourably  of 
piir  future  prospects  wbeQ  t})^  fiua^Q^ 
miuister  adopted  the  course  of  3ubmittii;tg 
)u8  views  of  retrenchment  tq  |be  free  ex- 
§{9inatio0  of  ^  committee  of  this  House. 

Colonel  Davids  said,  that,  unless  miois- 
0rs  ivere  de^ooip^  to  support  ^yery  re* 
fluptioo  that  could  be  ejected  in  t|i^  public 
fxpepditui:e,  i(  ws^s  imopssible  tjiat  the 
p^ujuiry  coif  Id  go.  o^,  or  that  its  qonini^c^ 
^d  ipiiiiiffactures  could  ^tt^a  ^hebigb 
situation  at  i^hjch  tjiey  would  ifpquestion- 
ab)y  arrive,  if  ibe  active  industry  of  the 
people  w^  left  i^nimpeded.  I^e  did  not 
Ipel  disposed  to  adopt  the  tone  of  pensu^ 
ipv^iirds  the  rjgbt  hon.  gentlem^,  ivhich 
^ad  been  ^sed  by  his  hon.  friend-  In  his 
opinion,  tlie  right  hop.  gentleman  had 
i^ade  a  very  fair  and  candid  statement. 
Th^j  were  not  tp  expect  frpm  the  cban- 
9ellor  of  t)ie  Exchequer  a  disadyantageous 
f^f  position  of  th^  finance^  pf  ttie  cppntry- 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  Vy  taking  ft 
straigl^t-forw4Rd  course,  and  meeting  the 
diffculties  of  the  county  boldly,  wopld 
4o  more  to  strengthen  his  power,  apd  to 
sepure  an  honouTable  popularity,  than  he 
CQpld  possibly  eflfect  by  resorting  to  thqse 
miserable  expedients  which  other  ministers 
bad  been  w^  enough  to  adopt. 

Lord  Milton  said,  he  could  not  arraign 
ministers  as  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
had  done,  because  they  had  not  come 
down  with  soone  speciSc  plan  of  finance ; 
because,  if  there  were  any  tim^  when  it  was 
less  possible  to  do  $o  than  another,  the 
present  was  that  time.  Althqugh  the 
country  was  beginning  to  recover  from  that 
state  of  prostration  to  which  it  had  been 
reduced  for  more  than  two  years,  yet  it  had 
not  regained  that  tone  of  calm  tranquillity 
that  would  enable  the  government  to  enter 
immediately  into  an  extended  revision  of 
its  resources,  and  to  propose  such  measures 
as  they  might  confidently  call  on  parliament 
to  sanction.  When  he  looked  back  to 
what  had  taken  place  within  the  last  few 
years,  be  felt  it  was  ereatly  to  be  deplored, 
that  the  public  expenditure  had  not  only  not 
been  greatly  decreased,  but  had  been  cop- 
eiderably  augtpented.  For  this,  however, 
that  House  was  quite  as  much  to  blame  as 
the  gQvemmenU    As  to  th^  Pght  bos* 
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he  thqpgbt  he  woyild  shrinj^  from  pioposins 
to  the  copimittep  tio  be  appointed  next  ye^f 
the  reductions  which  wQFe  c^ed  fpr  by 
the  state  of  the  country.  Bift,  if  h^meap^ 
to  do  this,  he  must  brace  himself  up  againsi 
all  applipationii ;  he  nausi  {^ton  ^e  whql^ 
armour  pf  denial  tp  the  claims  is\^Ae  upp^ 
him ;  but,  above  all  thingf,  he  must  resist 
the  importunities  of  those  who  possessed 
p^liamenUury  influpnpe  in  that  Ifpuse.  fi% 
was  aware  mat  there  was  nothing  moc^ 
difficult,  in  the  situation  ip  wbich  the  right. 
hon>  gentleman  was  placed,  than  to  resist 
the  applications  to  which  he  waf  pxpospd. 
It  would  nqt  be  parliamentary  in  him  la 
make  any  more  direct  allusion  to  tbosi^ 
applications.  He  trusted,  however,  ths4 
under  th^  auspices  of  the  light  hon.  gei»>- 
tlc^man  such  claims  would  be  resisted,  and 
that  reduptions  would  be  made  in  the 
publip  expenditure.  With  respect  to  the 
sinking  fund,  he  thought  it  ^  gre^t  delusiop 
jtp  imagine  that  that  fund  was  \q  be  kept 
up  by  an  additiqn  of  taxation  nppn  the 
cquntry.  ft  wai9  pne  of  the  great  errors  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  system,  that  the  p^ple  should 
be  t$q^pd  to  buy  up  a  debt  standmg  at  four 
or  five  per  cent  interest,  when  it  was  clpAT 
that  that  money,  if  left  tq  fructify  ip  the 
ppckets  of  the  pepple,  would  be  fNfoducti?^ 
of  infinitely  more  henefit  to  the  country* 

Sir  J.  N^tvpor^  s^d,  that,  from  the  ap* 
pointment  of  a  finance  committee^  it  migot 
be  confidently  expected,  that  the  publip 
expenditure  would  be  diminished,  imd  the 
revenue  be  rendered  more  productive.  With 
respect  to  Portugal,  if  theie  were  only  oap 
man  in  the  House  to  support  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  in  the  course  he  had  tsuken,  he 
would  be  that  man.  It  was  impossible  that 
we  could  have  taken  any  other  course,  con* 
sistently  with  honour  and  good  faith. 

Mr.  Broin^hatn  confessed  that,  after  the 
most  minute  attention  he  was  capaUe  of 
giving  to  it,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
tiie  mode  in  which  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exphequer  was  about  to  proyide  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  year.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  concur  entirely  in  what  bad 
foUen  from  his  hqn.  friend,  themem,her  for 
Aberdeen  ;  and  he  was  the  rather  unable 
to  concur  with  him,  because  he  had  not 
been  fortunate  enpugfa,  with  a^  the  atiea- 
tion  he  had  paid,  to  foUow  his  hon.  friend, 
with  that  certainty  as  tp  his  hon.  friend's 
conclusions,  which  he  had  generally  been 
able  to  do,  when  bis  hon.  friend  bad 
favoured  the  House  with  his  lumiiiomi 
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tab  rigfct  bp».  geptknaw,  it  ^as  this— to 
r^ae  ^  S)im  of  2iflQ0j,OOOL  to  9ifpply  tb^ 
c^igf^npi^s  of  the  public  sefvipe.  It  vas 
oa^.  t|)ing  wlietb^f  t^is  9)fm  should  bp 
nii^d  ai  ^\,  ^nd  pu^ot^r  as  tp  hpw  it 
8houl4  bp  cai^.  ^^sumipg,  hpwever,  it 
wa^  necessary  ths^t  the  fiuip  sIiomU  be 
r^p4|  there  wQfp  but  t|iree  ccmoeivable 
w^y^  m  whipb  i|  oqu14  be  dpqe.  Jhe  ^rst 
modp  waf  by  raising  ^evf  t^^j  the  sepopd 
^  "w4iM*  *»4  tha  ti<if4  was  that  pro- 
FP^  by  th<?  qgbt  bop.  geptlpjpao,  yr]^ich, 
aft  i^p  pn4erstqpi[l  iL  w^  tP  iqprpase  th^ 
uiifuA^ed  debt,  'f  o  r^'se  the  n^ppy  by 
t4^en  was,  be  apprehend^,  pi^  evejry  ap- 
cpdPti  most  pbjectiooable.      I^any  ypprs 

SjP  he  had  pppo^  tl^e  pplipy  of  ppp  of 
e  right  boa.  geptlemaa's  prep^ppspors  in 
his  presei^t  od^cp^  ia  imposipg  pew  ta^es. 
Ifp  nad  then  urged>  that  for  every  ^urn  of 
money  >?biph  was  raised  by  tbe  impositipn 
of  fi  i|ew  UXt  tbefe  w4uld  b^  a  proportipp- 
s^tp  fallipg-off  in  spme  ptber  existmg  tax, 
or  ratbpr  a  gpneral  fallipg-ofT  in  the  v^hple 
pf  tbp  ^}?tmg  Uxes;  ao  t}ia{  no  increase 
qf  reveni^p  would  bp  derived,  whilst  the 
cppptry  would  bp  ipqpp(ibpred  witb  t^e  ad- 
ditipnal  c)}^fge  and  m^chiaenf  (<^t^  coUppt- 
iqg  the  HPW  impost.  |p  1819,  when  it 
^a^  dee{^  p^cpssary  (erroneously  be 
l^oi^Ht)  to  rai^P  3>00Q,000/.  of  moo^y,  in 
consequepcp  pf  the  measure  thep  adopted 
fior  restoring  the  currenpy  to  a  soi^nd  state, 
he  dpcla^ed  that  to  raise  that  sum  by  levy- 
ing new  taxes,  was  the  wprst  expedient 
tbat  could  be  resolvpd  upon.  He  then 
wapied  the  government  of  the  inexpediency 
of  ipcrp^ing  the  burthen^  of  the  country, 
aftpr  its  sinews  had  been  relaxed  by  the 
weight  impospdpQ  it,  {^)d  the  sources  of 
taxation  weal^epe4  by  the  constant  drains 
i^hidi  had  beep  ma4e  ppoo  them.  Could 
he,  or  any  other  man,  who  held  that  lan- 
guage in  1819,  now,  in  1827,  consistently 
proppund  the  raising  of  new  taxes,  when 
It  was  on  all  haxids  admittea,  ths^t  tne  state 
of  tbe  country  was  not  such  as  to  induce 
any  minister  to  ad4  to  its  burthens  ?  He 
dia  not  thinl(^  that  any  ppison  who  took  a 
raUppalvi^w  of  the  subject  could  advocate 
the  impositipp^pf  3,000,000/.  of  new  taji^es^ 
He  ha4  ^waja  thought,  tbat  the  9yatem  of 
raising  moppy  by  loaui  hpw  gripvously  so- 
ever it  i^igbt  bave  fif^n  abused  by  being 
c^ied  tp  excpsf,  cppl4{  pa  spmp  occa- 
sipps,  be  resorted  to  consistently  n^pth  tfap 
aoundest  {^cjf.  If  a  sum  of  mpuey 
^vi\^  bp  ^up;pd  «t  f^  iBom«(it  Yfl^  the 


resources  pf  the  cpuptry  ^^F^  labouring 
under  temporary  deprpssjop,  owing  to  the 
exhaustion  resulting  from  foriper  drains 
or  to  passing  distrpss — tbat  was  a  state  of 
things  which  ji^tifipd,  pay,  called  for,  » 
recurrence  to  (he  system  pf  raising  moppy 
by  jqan.  If  the  money  must  be  had,  \t. 
was  mpch  efisjer  for  the  country  to  furm'sdi 
tbp  spialjer  sum  to  pay  the  interest,  than 
to  supply  t^p  lajTger  spm  of  the  Drincip^j. 
If  aving  decided  a^inst  raising  tne  moppy 
at  present  fequired,  by  taxes,  he  npw  caipe 
to  popsid^r  whether  it  was  pioat  expedient 
to  raisp  it  by  funding,  or  by  jpcreasmg  the, 
unfppded  4ebt.  It  was  a  fact  known  tp' 
every  one  who  could  re^d  the  price  cur- 
rent, that  the  three  percent^  wpre  at  pre- 
sept  at  eigbty-fqur ;  tbat  wasi  sixteen  per 
cent  belqwpar,  whilst  Exchequer  bills  were 
at  50$.  p^ren^iiup.  It  uras  pvident,  there- 
fore, that,  if  goverpipent  fupded,  the^r  would 
dp  sp  at  a  msadv^nta^p,  and  di^t  if  they 
purchased  Exchequerb^ls,  they  would  buy 
at  an  advantage.  The  difference  between 
resortinc  to  an  issue  of  Exchequer  bills 
and  to  funding  ^ould  be,  that  the  former 
measure  would  cost  thp  cpuntry  90,000/, 
^nuplly  for  intera^t^  and  the  latter  would 
cost  it  1 20,000/.  A  part^  holding  Exche- 
(}uer  bills  received  1  Of  less  thaq  the  holder 
of  the  other  security. 

Mr.  Hume* — Yes ;  but  he  receives  thp 
difference  whpp  he  sells  ag?Mn. 

])fr.  Brauaham, — Aye^  when  he  sold 
out  again ;  that  was  if  he  knew  as  well 
as  his  hon.  friend  when  to  sell  out ;  and 
if  he  knew  as  well  as  his  hon.  friend  what 
he  was  to  ^t  when  he  did  se}l  out.  But 
the  seller,  m  such  case,  could  not  be  sup- 
posed to  be  possessed  of  as  much  know- 
ledge as  his  hon.  firiend  [a  Ipugfa].  He 
was  perfpctly  satisfied  with  the  promise  of 
a  finance  commit^  in  the  ensuing  ypar. 
fl^  looked  to  the  Report  of  that  conunit- 
tee  for  the  greatest  and  most  important 
information  with  respect  to  the  debt,  the 
taxes,  and  the  public  expenditure.  If,  as 
was  the  case,  some  good  was  derived  from 
the  finance  committee  of  )817,  as  well  ac 
from  that  appointed  in  Mr.  Pitt's  time, 
he  hoped  he  was  not  too  sanguine  in  ex- 
pecting much  more  benefit  from  that  of 
nest  se^ion,  when  he  took  into  account 
the  better  light,  on  matters  of  trade  and 
^nance,  which  bad  broken  into  that  House, 
and  diffpaed  itself  throughout  the  country, 
since  the  appointment  of  the  former  com* 
mittees.  When  he  recollected  the  great 
ep»rs  which  bad  been   pocently  iwep^ 
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away,  touching  commercial  policy — ^when 
he  recollected  that  the  doctrine  which  he 
liad  bad  the  honour  of  propounding  and 
illustrating  by  the  well-known  saying  of 
Dean  Swift  (that,  in  the  customs  and  ex- 
cise, two  and  two  did  not  make  four,  but 
sometimes  only  three,  and  sometimes  not 
even  two) — ^namely,  that  additional  tax- 
ation did  not  always  increase  the  revenue, 
but  sometimes  caused  a  defalcation — 
when  he  recollected,  that  this  doctrine 
had  been,  of  late  years,  recognized,  and 
when  he  remembered,'  also,  that  the  re- 
duction or  repeal  of  some  taxes  had 
already,  in  certain  instances,  augmented 
the  revenue — ^when  he  contemplated  the 
improvement  which  was  taking  place  in 
the  various  branches  of  knowledge  through- 
out the  country,  and  when  he  looked  at 
the  light  which  was  slowly,  temperately, 
but  surely,  breaking  within  the  walls  of 
parliament,  and  dispelling  the  darkness 
which  thev  had  once  sat  in,  he  must  con- 
fess that  he  looked  forward  with  hope  to 
the  result  of  the  labours  of  the  committee 
of  next  session.  The  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had,  in  his  opinion,  acted 
wisely  in  not  holding  forth  any  exaggerated 
expectation  on  that  subject ;  and  he  had 
done  well  in  not  giving  too  flourishing,  too 
picturesque,  an  account  of  the  state  of 
the  financial  resources  of  the  country.  He 
had  heard  enough  of  budget  statements 
to  induce  him  to  distrust  all  accounts  of 
extraordinary  prosperity,  from  persons  in 
the  peculiarly  suspicious  situation  of  a 
minister  of  finance,  coming  down  with  his 
budget  and  asking  for  supplies.  He  had, 
however,  more  satisfactory  means  of  arriv- 
ing at  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the 
country,,  than  any  statement  from  the 
ministry.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
communications  from  persons  in  the  manu- 
facturing districts,  who  were  not  inclined 
to  give  exag^rated  views  of  affairs.  From 
the  descriptions  which  those  persons  gave 
him  of  the  state  of  the  country,  he  had, 
within  the  last  six  weeks,  for  the  first  time 
during  eighteen  months,  discovered  the 
tokens  of  a  permanent  and  very  gradual, 
and,  therefore,  he  thought  trustworthy, 
improvement  Before  he  sat  down,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  express  a  hope,  that 
the  government  and  the  finance  committee 
of  next  session  would  turn  their  attention 
to  a  tax  which  operated  on  publications. 
The  tax  was  equally  oppressive  to  the 
readers  of  publications,  and  to  the  manu- 
facturer of  that  commodity  (to  wse  the 
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phrase  which  would  be  understood  in  a 
committee  on  the  subject  of  finance),  and 
had  a  strong  tendency  to  discourage  dieap 
publications  containing  useful  knowledge. 
Those  cheap  publications  were  already 
(without  the  burthen  of  this  tax)  under 
proper  restriction,  by  which  he  meant,  not 
the  restriction  of  a  new  and  unnecessary 
law,  but  that  of  the  old  law,  which  armed 
the  Crown  with  abundant  power  for  pun< 
ishing  blasphemy,  sedition,  and  immo- 
rality. The  universal  dissemination  of 
useful  practical  knowledge  he  looked  upon 
to  be  one  of  tha  greatest  blessings  which 
the  upper  classes  of  society  could  confer 
upon  the  country.  If  the  tax  could  be 
taken  off,  or,  at  least,  so  reduced  as  not 
to  affect  the  publications  to  which  he 
alluded,  he  was  convinced  that,  in  a  short 
time,  the  revenue  would  gain,  rather  than 
lose,  by  the  measure.  It  was  well  known 
that,  under  the  existing  law,  no  publica- 
tion, consisting  only  of  one  sheet,  which 
contained  an  article  of  news,  could  issue 
from  the  press  without  a  stamp.  He  was 
a  member  of  a  society  which  had  made 
narrow  inquiries  into  this  subject;  and 
the  result  of  those  inquiries  was,  that  some 
classes,  and  by  far  the  most  ignorant,  and 
therefore,  the  most  in  need  of  information, 
had  no  possible  means  of  obtaining  access 
to  it,  except  through  the  medium  of  what 
were  commonly  called  newspapers.  Now, 
if  only  the  fourth  or  eighth  part  of  a  sheet 
of  a  cheap  publication  were  to  be  appro- 
priated to  news,  and  the  other  parts  de- 
voted to  useful  knowledge,  which  might 
be  bound  up  and  permanently  kept,  in- 
formation would  thus  be  conveyed  into 
every  farmer's  house,  into  every  manu- 
facturer's cot,  and  into  every  peasant's 
hovel.  He  was  confident  that  such  would 
be  the  result ;  for  such  had  already  been 
the  result  when  the  experiment  had  been 
tried.  The  tax  was  more  than  fidy  per 
cent  on  the  general  value  of  publications. 
Another  point  of  considerable  importance 
would  be,  to  allow  cheap  publications  to 
be  sent  by  post,  free  of  expense,  or  at  a 
trifling  cost.  In  France  and  America  a 
very  liberal  policy  was  observed  in  this 
respect.  In  France,  all  useful  publica- 
tions were  allowed  to  be  sent  by  post  upon 
payment  of  only  half  a  sous;  and  in 
America,  upon  payment  of  a  cent,  or  half 
a  farthing.  Were  a  similar  regulation 
adopted  in  this  country,  prodigious  benefit 
would  result  from  it.  How  greatly  would 
it  promote  the  diffoaion  of  tu^ol  know** 
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ledge  all  over  the  country.  He  would'  say 
to  the  government^  "  Be  not  afraid  of 
sedition ;  a  good  government  has  nothing 
to  fear.  If  writers  be  seditious,  better 
your  measures.  If  you  are  afraid  of  the 
twilight  in  which  you  still  sit,  let  in  more 
light.  Be  assured,  that  no  diffusion  of 
light  can  act  otherwise  upon  a  good  go- 
vernment than  to  strengthen  and  assist  it ; 
while  it  will,  at  the  same  time,  better  the 
people  in  point  of  morals  and  religion,  and 
render  them  more  firm  m  their  allegiance." 
He  had  flune  out  these  observations,  be- 
cause he  haa  thought  the^  well  deserving 
of  consideration ;  and  he  hoped  and  ex- 
pected, that,  in  the  quarter  to  which 
they  were  addressed,  they  would  meet 
with  the  attention  they  deserved.  Hav- 
ing disposed  of  this  subject,  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  refer  to  a  circumstance  which 
was,  in  some  degree,  connected  with  it, — 
he  alluded  to  the  motion  made  last  night 
for  the  repeal  of  an  act  passed  in  trouble- 
some times,  which  he  certainly  wished  was 
no  longer  to  be  found  on  the  Statute-book. 
In  bringing  forward  that  motion,  he 
thought  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
had  acted  unadvisedly,  though,  doubtless, 
with  pure  motives.  In  so  acting,  the  hon. 
member  had  taken  up  what  he  (Mr. 
Brougham)  had  declined  proceeding  with ; 
for  he  had,  earlv  in  the  session,  given  a 
vague  notice  of  nis  intention  to  move  for 
a  repeal  of  the  act.  He  was  surprised  to 
find  that  his  absence  from  the  House  last 
nif^t  had  been  made  the  subject  of  some 
comment.  He  thought  it  rather  hard  that 
his  absence  on  such  an  occasion  should 
be  made  a  matter  of  reproach  to  him.  He 
had  heard  that  his  ottspring  was  to  be 
taken  from  him,  and  treated  not  very 
tenderly ;  was  it,  then,  surprising  that  he 
should  stay  away,  and  not  feast  his  eyes 
with  seeing  his  child  mangled  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Aberdeen  ?  It 
was  too  much  for  human  nature  to  bear 
such  a  sight  [a  laugh.]  Even  savage  ani- 
mals felt  attachment  to  their  young ;  and 
why  should  not  a  legislator  have  the  same 
affection  for  his  offspring  ?  He  could  not 
then  come  to  witness  what  he  foresaw 
must  take  place.  If  any  of  the  gentlemen 
opposite  who  expressed  their  surprise  at 
his  absence  last  night  would  promise  to 
support  his  child  when  he  himself  intro- 
duG«d  it,  he  would  come  and  see  that  it 
had  fair  play.  But  when  the  hon.  member 
for  Aberdeen,  contrary  to  his  express 
desire,  (for  be  had  begged  and  prayed  of 


the  hon,  member  not  to  touch  his  child), 
chose  to  drag  his  offspring  into  the  House 
last  night,  and  to  dandle  it  something  in 
the  manner  that  a  lion  would  dandle  a 
kid,  and  to  behave  in  such  a  way  as  to 
raise  up  against  the  unfortunate  child  the 
hands  of  no  less  than  a  hundred  and  twenty 
persons,  whilst  only  ten  stepped  forward 
m  its  defence,  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
he  could  endure  so  distressing  a  sight.  He 
was  certain  of  what  would  happen,  when 
once  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  took 
a  fancy  to  his  child.  He  protested  against 
his  child  being  handled  by  the  hon.  member; 
but  it  was  all  of  no  use.  If  he  had  brought 
the  subject  forward  himself,  he  would  have 
disconnected  the  question  about  the  press 
and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  from  that 
of  the  Six  Acts ;  because  he  knew  that,  if 
he  united  them,  he  should  have  no  chance 
of  obtaining  the  support  of  the  House. 
For  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  therefore, 
he  had  abstained  from  being  present  at  the 
mournful  ceremony  of  last  night  [a  laugh]. 
It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  he  had 
supported  every  motion  which  had  been 
maae  for  the  repeal  of  any  of  the  Six  Acts. 
Motions  for  the  repeal  of  the  Seditious 
Meetings  Act,  the  Seizure  of  Arms  Act,  and 
the  Transportation  for  Libel  bill,  were  made 
when  he  sat  on  the  seats  opposite;  and 
on  all  those  occasions  he  had  absented 
himself  from  the  House,  because  he 
thought  that  those  measures  had  produced 
no  bad  effect ;  although  when  they  were 
originally  proposed  he  had  spoken,  and 
the  House  had  listened  to  him  till  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  (a  painful  ceremony, 
doubtless,  for  the  House,  and  he  could 
assure  them  far  from  being  a  pleasing  task 
to  the  speaker),  in  opposition  to  their 
enactment.  His  absence  last  night  was 
not  accidental,  nor  was  it  occasioned  by 
the  occupations  of  business.  The  fact 
was,  he  had  gone  out  to  dinner,  and,  had 
he  been  so  inclined,  might  as  easily  have 
come  down  to  the  House  as  have  gone 
where  he  did.  Moreover,  he  would  say, 
that  as  often  as  a  motion  of  his  was  made 
by  another  member,  when  he  did  not 
approve  of  it,  so  often  would  he  take  leave 
to  absent  himself  from  the  discussions. 

The  several  resolutions  were  then  agreed 
to. 

Frivolous  Arrests  Bill.]  Mr^ 
Hume  moved  the  second  reading  of  this 
Mesne  Process  bill. 

The  Solkitor-OeuerQl  oppoaed  tU«  bilU 
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life  tbou^ht  it  contained  too  sweeping  A 
remedy,  and  was  calculated  to  introduce 
an  entirely  new  machinery  into  the  system 
bf  ,iawy  which  at  that  la^e  period  of  the 
session  was  dbjectionable.  He  should 
therefore  move,  '^  tha^  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months/' 

Mr.  Hume  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  learned  gentfemati  should  oppose  hid 
billy  whilst  he  was  intrbducing  another  bill 
on  precisely  the  sanle  principle,  but  which, 
beihg  limited  to  i^tims  litider  20/.,  did  not 
go  far  enough. 

The  A  ttdmetf-General remarked  ih  tehnd 
of  some  severity,  upon  the  ienorance,  both 
bf  the  Sebtch  and  Enelish  latir,  displayed 
by  the  hon.  mover.  Thfe  bill  itself  had 
Scarcely  a  single  ckiiiik  which  t:ottld  be 
called  intelligible,  and  seemed  to  be  the 
compositibd  Of  some  writer  Of  the  signet, 
ratlier  than  of  a  lawyer  possessed  of  ex- 
perience adequate  tb  such  a  difficult  task. 
The  di£Fbrence  between  simple  and  specialty 
debts,  and  betw^n  ttrrest  on  m^sne  pro- 
cess and  execution  aftbr  final  judgment, 
were  every  where  confounded.  He  was 
quite  ready  to  admit  that  he  thought  the 
amount  of  debts  for  which  arrest  should 
l>e  permitted  ought  to  be  extended.  He 
^ven  thought  that  lOO/.  would  be  a  sum 
{o  whi(^h  such  arrests  might  be  restricted ; 
but  he  would  by  nO  means  propose  hastily 
such  an  alteratioti  in  the  existing  law. 
The  House  Votild  reinember  that  the^e 
laws  were  made  for  creditors,  tather  than 
for  debtors;  and  he  cautioned  the  hon. 
gentlehian  not  to  trust  entirely  lo  the  in- 
formation Which  h^  obtained  by  means  of 
correspondence  with  persons  confined  ih 
ffaols.  The  ground  bn  which  he  resisted 
the  bill  was,  that  it  proposed  to  substitute 
ihe  law  of  Sddtland  for  that  which  prevailed 
ih  this  country. 

The  amendment  of  the  Solicitor-general 
wail  then  put  and  agreed  to.  The  bill  was 
Consequently  lost. 

Arrests  tJtoK  Mesne  Process  Bill.1 
The  Soliintor-Genertil  moved  the  second 
rekding  of  thi^  bill. 

Mr.  Itobhouse  said,  he  had  received 
notice  6f  a  petition  which  his  constituents 
^re  abotit  to  entrust  to  him,  against  the 
bill.  He  honed,  therefore,  that  an  oppor- 
tunity woula  be  afforded  to  allow  their 
sentiments  to  be  heafd.  The  bill  made  a 
liibst  seriottH  alteration  dpon  the  subject. 
If  the  hon.  member  would  consent  to  take 
m  ^u«Hb&  tipofi  it  ill  the  cdtnmittee, 
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h^  YaA  lib  bbjectioh  td  allow  {tie  bill  tb  be 
read  k  ^ofad  time. 

TheiSb^icitdN  General  consented  to  tidojlt 
that  course. 

Mr.  Htam  observed  Upon  the  absurdity 
displdyed  by  the  Solicitor-geneitd  in  sil^- 
portitig  this  bill,  sind  objecting  to  the  bhe 
just  thrown  otit. 

Mr.  /.  Wood  hdbed  the  Sdlifcitdr- 
general  Would  ttihi  mk  attention  to  the 
evils  resulting  frbhi  that  expensive  writ, 
the  special  original.  He  hsid  lately  heafd 
bf  a  gentlemah  whd  Wta  compelled  tb  pky 
17/.  and  costs  fbr  a  debt  of  90/.  He  Uh- 
det^tbod  the  objection  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Westminster  would  he  founded  principal- 
!)r  ypoii  the  cbndition  bf  th^  county  coUfts, 
aiia  upon  flieir  hdt  ilfrordihg  Utiy  adequdte 
remedy  tb  tiie  ereditbh  Ashe  undetktood, 
however,  that  those  eotiHi  were  abbht  to 
be  improved,  he  was  cmlVirieed  that  the 
bill  would  be  prbductive  bf  tnuch  good, 
both  in  cheeking  the  ^tidg  bf  credit  ahd 
relieving  tlie  poor  ftoth  vexsltibud  distraints. 

After  a  few  wptd^  ftbih  the  Attorhey- 
general  dhd  Mr.  Davies  Gilbert, 

Mr.  Hudson  Qumey  sdid,  he  was  one  of 
those  whom  the  hob.  meinber  (br  tiodmyn, 
dnd  bib  Mdjesty^s  Attorney-general  would 
find  difficult  to  convince,  that  si  pod^  man 
Wa^  not  as  hiuch  entitled  to  a  legal  retnedy 
against  person^  withholding  a  small  sum 
due  to  him,  its  a  rich  man  ^as  ag^nst  the 
debtor  tb  a  larger  amount. 

The  bill  wa^  read  a  second  time. 

Coventry  Jf  AdisTRAtv  Bill.]  Mr. 
Secretary  Bourne  pT6sentMd  a  petition 
from  Coventry,  in  favoiir  of  the  bill  for 
giving  cohchrrent  iurisdictioii  to  iM  Md- 
gi^trates  of  Warwickshire  in  regulating  the 
elections  for  that  city. 

Mr.  Hudson  Oilrnep  n^li,  he  Was 
perfectly  convitibed  the  irittbdiictibh  of  the 
Warwickshire  madstracy  was  a  wrongnlaii- 
her  of  dealing  with  the  ^tiestion,  and  that 
the  ohty  proper  step  to  be  t&keh  dgUnst 
the  recurrence  of  the  yiolehees  which  hdd 
so  frequently  occurred  In  doVentry,  would 
be  the  restoration  of  its  ahcient  charter, 
io  the  place  bf  that  of  Jame^  the  2nd, 
ahd  giving  votes  tb  those  freeholders  Who 
were  how  deprived  bf  their  elective 
franchise,  by  having  been  thm^ferred  from 
the  coUnty  of  Warwick  to  the  city  df 
Coventry. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table,  dnd  td  b^ 
printed,  \ 
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Bill.]  A  bill  '*to  declare  void  an  al- 
]l9ged  marriage  between  Ellen  Turner,  an 
infant,  and  Edward  Gibbon  Wakefield" 
teitig  brought  from  the  Lords, 

Mr.  Pieel  said,  he  rose  to  move  the  first 
reading  of  a  bill  which  hfid  come  down  to 
that  HottSe  fVom  the  Lords,  the  object  of 
which  was,  to  afibrd  a  very  nnnsual  remedy 
for  a  wrong  of,  he  was  happy  td  sav*  very 
rare  occnrrence.  The  object  5f  the  bill 
was,  to  declare  mill  an  alleged  mmriage 
between  Miss  Tamer  and  Edward  Gibbon 
Wakefidd.  The  circmnstances  df  this  case 
were  so  tlotoribiis,  that  it  wonld  be  un- 
necessary to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
Hits,  the  fi«ind„  the  forgery,  dnd  the  vil- 
lainy, Which  had  been  practised;  and^ 
Hi  consec^uence  of  which,  the  peace  bf  a 
most  tespectable  family  had  been,  for  a 
time,  disturbed.  This,  it  wils  Well-kndwn 
to  most  who  hedrd  him,  had  not  been 
done  to  gratify  toy  other  passion  than 
ilvaHoe— ^to  gratify  the  basest  avarice  by 
the  basest  means.  Th^  chief  agent  in  this 
detestable  ofience,  was  Ihen  enduring  a 

Sunishment  by  no  way  adequate— entirely 
isproportioned — to  nis  offence.  The 
sentence  which  had  been  pronounced  ou 
him  was  a  Strotig  proof  Of  the  imperfhctlon 
of  hnman  legislation.  Three  years  im- 
prisonmetit  fell  very  short  indeed  of  the 
punishment  whicti  ought  to  follow  such  a 
crime.  Hundreds  of  delinquents,  mueh 
lets  gidlty  than  Wakefield-— without  the 
advatitages  of  education  which  he  possess- 
ed-—had  been  convicted  of  capital  relonies, 
and  hsd  foHbitfed  theh*  lives.  Thfe  object 
of  the  measure  sent  down  by  the  Lords 
was,  to  prevent  further  injury  from  being 
sustained  by  that  Ikmily  which  had  already 
so  cruelly  suffered ;  and  he  was  persuaded 
there  wotild  not  be  the  slightest  nesitation 
on  the  paH  of  the  House  in  assisting  to 
make  the  ohlv  reparation  which  the  injured 
jMirties  coula  recdve,  by  clearing  up  all 
doubts  on  the  subject  at  isiue.  In  point 
of  fact,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
such,  that  nothing  but  a  legislative  pro- 
ceeding could  fully  relieve  them.  Miss 
Turner  could  riot  appear  ih  an  Ecdesiasticat 
court  3  because  she  codld  not  be  allowed 
to  give  the  evidente  iiecessary  for  the 
establishment  of  her  suit.  On  the  trial  of 
Wtkeffield  her  evidence  was  admissible; 
WetiM  thil  trad  wai  a  eriminalj  piocedl- 
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iiig  on  the  part  of  the  Crdwir.  But,  in  an 
Ecclesiastical  court.  Miss  Turner  wooM  be 
considered  as  a  witness  who  had  an  hn- 
portant  interest  in  the  te^lt  of  the  ttia], 
and  the  cburt  would  not  receive  her 
evidence.  Under  these  circumstmices, 
the  House  would  not  hesitate  in  givitig  her 
that  belief,  which  a  court  of  law  could 
n6t  give.  Bill  he  would  own  that,  if 
Miss  Turner  were  not  competent,  aifiet 
the  injury  she  had  sustained,  he,  fyt  one, 
would  not  hesitate  to  supply  this  ex- 
traordinary reiliedy  to  siich  a  <»8e  of  ex- 
traordinary injustice.  He  begged  the 
House  to  consider  that  the  young  lady 
had  littained  only  the  age  of  sixteen ;  and 
be  would  as^,  What  gentleman  would  titm 
rbund  and  bid  her  apply  to  Eccletliasticid 
courts  fbr  diat  assistance,  for  which  ihe 
now  api^ied  to  the  H<ni8e  of  Commons? 
If  that  were  to  bd  the  answer,  die  woudd 
find  herself,  in  the  first  instance,  cdnpeHed 
to  appfy  td  the  Consistory  court.  From 
this  an  appeal  would  lie  to  the  Coiirt  of 
Arches ;  and  thence  the  applicant  might 
he  6blfged  to  resort  to  the  Court  of 
Delegates.  The  conduct  of  Wakefield 
was  d  ^iffficieiit  ptodii  ihkt  the  detestable 
atatioe  which  hvA  induced  htm  to  per- 
ptjthitfe  tiie  crime  wo^ild  prompt  him  tb 
avail  hiratelf  of  these  dilateary  proceedings, 
to  postpone  to  the  ntmc^t  the  iermsnatkHi 
6{  the  trkni^ctibn.  He  nlight  be  able  to 
do  this  for  three  years.  In  &e  interim,  he 
would  take  advantage  of  any  aecident  that 
might  arise,  to  harass  the  suitor,  or  benefit 
himself.  The  citcnmstances  of  the  cstse 
were,  in  every  tespeci,  so  extmordinory, 
that  it  would  be  unjust  to  ex|x»e  th^ 
party  to  any  risk  of  having  the  moat  per- 
nsct  justice  denied  or  delayed.  In- 
dependently of  the  personal  interests  of  the 
party,  there  were  circumstances  which 
were  well  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature.  He  alluded  to  the  state  of 
the  law  of  Scotland  with  respect  to  mar- 
riages. ''  III  tiie  course  of  the  trial  of 
Wakefield,  it  was  held  by  the  sheriff  dejmte, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  gross  mud 
practised  upon  Miss  Turner — notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  if  the  marriage  had 
been  completed  in  England,  Wakefield 
would  have  been  ex  jx)sed  to  capital  punish- 
ment— still  the  contract  was  valid  acc<frd- 
mg  to  the  Scotch  law.  That  witness 
went  so  fitr  as  to  say,  that  in  Scodadd 
no  fraud  in  either  of  the  contractmg  par- 
ties would  warrant  the  Scotch  eourts  tm 
■n  Aride  •  marriage.    K  this  were  89^  it 
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did  appear  to  him  that  some  effectual 
remedy  should  be  speedily  provided.  But 
that  was  a  matter  of  consideration  to  be 
reserved  to  a  future  opportunity.  He 
trusted  that  the  House  would  give  to  the  in- 
jured party  the  remedy  she  asked  for.  There 
was  a  direct  precedent  for  such  an  act.  He 
was  happy  to  say  it  was  so  remote  as  one 
hundred  and  forty  years'standing ;  in  1690, 
*  there  was  a  precedent  of  an  act,  which  dis- 
solved the  marriage  of  Miss  Wharton  with 
the  brother  of  the  duke  of  Argyle,  under 
circumstances  not  altogether  dissimilar. 
In  that  precedent  alluded  to,  the  act  had 
originated  in  the  Commons;  and  being 
passed  by  the  Lords,  the  marriage  was  set 
aside.  It  was  nearly  fifteen  months  sincethe 
crime  of  Wakefield  had  been  perpetrated  ; 
and  it  was  desirable  that  the  sufferings  of 
the  injured  parties  should  be  relieved.  The 
expenses  of  Mr.  Turner,  in  bringing  the 
parties  to  trial  had  been  little  short  of 
10,000/.  The  expense,  however,  was 
the  lightest  part  of  the  consideration. 
The  dreadful  anxiety  to  which  he  had 
been  exposed  was  more  to  be  commiserated* 
The  House  would  bear  these  things  in 
mind ;  and  would  reflect  how  much  the 
evils  would  be  aggravated,  if,  by  a  refusal 
of  relief,  they  sent  the  case  to  be  argued 
for  three  years  in  a  court  of  law.  They 
would  surely  give  this  voung  lady  redress, 
rather  than  let  the  villainy  of  Wakefield 
triumph. 
The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Geakd  Jury  Presentmekts  ot 
I&ELAKD.]  Mr.  G.  Dawson  rose  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject 
of  Grand  Jury  Presentments  in  Ireland. 
The  enormous  levies  of  money  by  grand 
juries  in  Ireland  had  increased  from  year 
to  year,  until  they  had  arrived  to  an 
extent  which  required  the  attention  of  par- 
liament. From  returns  made  to  the 
House,  it  appeared  that,  in  1803,  there 
was  levied,  under  the  Grand  Jury  laws  in 
Ireland,  no  less  than  470,106/.  in  one 
year.  But  what  would  the  House  say, 
when  they  were  told  that  this  ratio  had 
been  doubled  since  that  period  ?  The 
amount  of  presentments  levied  by  grand 
juries  in  1825,  was  880,478/.;  and  in 
1826,  it  was  814,731/.  There  were  no 
funds  so  badly  laid  out,  or  worse  account- 
ed for.  These  assessments  were  like  a 
land-tax;  but  more  oppressive  in  their 
nature,  more  unjust  in  their  collection,  and 
moie  unsatisfactory  io  their  ^xpenditar^* 
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This  money  was  not  intrusted  to  persons 
responsible  for  its  application;,  and  the 
only  qualification  for  a  grand  juryman  in 
Ireland  was,  a  freehold  of  40s.  a  year. 
There  was  not  one  single  part  of  the  sys- 
tem that  was  not  liable  to  the  strongest 
objection,  whilst  the  whole  of  the  evils 
were  augmented  by  the  sheriffs  of  each 
county.  In  England,  the  duty  of  the 
sheriffs  was  solely  confined  to  offences  in 
which  the  public  peace  was  concerned, 
whilst  in  Ireland,  they  appointed  those 
who  levied  the  taxes.  This  power,  as 
might  be  supposed,  was  not  always  exer- 
cised in  the  most  faithful  manner.  After 
stating  a  variety  of  instances  of  the  evils 
arising  out  of  the  system,  and  pointing' 
out  the  special  objections  to  the  preseat 
mode  of  proceeding,  the  hon.  gentlemaja 
concluded  by  moving,  "  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
what  provisions  it  may  be  expedient  to 
establish  for  regulating  Grand  Jury  Pre- 
sentments in  Ireland." 

AAer  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  mo* 
tion,  from  Mr.  S.  Rice,  Mr.  Goulbum,  and 
Mr.  V.  Fitzgerald,  it  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  appointed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  June  7. . 

Secret  Service  Monet.]  Loid 
Ellenbonmgh  said,  that,  from  the  account 
of  Secret  Service  Money  laid  on  the  taUe, 
it  appeared  that,  during  the  last  four  years, 
203,000/.  had  been  issued  from  the  Trea- 
sury, while,  in  the  four  preceding  years, 
only  145,000/.  had  been  expended  for 
that  purpose.  Here,  then,  was  an  excess, 
during  the  last  four  years,  of  68,000/. ; 
and  their  lordships  would  naturally  be  led 
to  inquire,  whether  there  was  any  thing  iji 
the  state  of  European  politics  to  account 
for  this  excess.  In  1820,  no  less  than 
three  national  revolutions  had  taken  place 
on  the  continent ;  while  the  last  three  or 
four  yeara  had  been  distinguished  for  the. 
uninterrupted  tranquillity  which  prevailed 
in  Europe.  It  appeared,  therefore,  that 
our  expenses  for  secret  service  varied  in 
the  inverse  proportion  of  the  tranquillity 
of  the  continent  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  noble  secretary  had  any  ob* 
jection  to  kiy  before  the  House  a  return  of 
the  sums  issued  for  secret  service  up  to 
the  present  period. 

Viscount  JDnd/sy  and  ITorc/.— My  do^ 
ble  fciemd  lyska  ifts  tQ  explaio  the  oftiiseoC 
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the  difference  between  the  expenditure  of 
secret  service  money  in  the  last  foar  years, 
and  that  of  the  four  preceding  years. 
Now,  how  is  it  possible  to  give  such  an 
explanation,  without  entering  into  a  pub- 
lic detail  of  the  applications  of  a  secret 
service  ?  I  need  scarcely  remind  my  no- 
ble friend  that  such  a  detail  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  very  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice. It  is,  no  doubt,  generally  true,  that 
the  application  of  the  public  money  should 
be  publicly  accounted  for ;  and  that,  with 
respect  to  the  details  of  every  branch  of 
expenditure,  except  that  which  is  now  the 
subject  of  the  noble  lord's  inquiries,  the 
public  are  entitled  to  the  utmost  possible 
satisfaction,  ff  my  noble  friend  thinks  the 
disposal  of  a  few  thousand  pounds  cannot 
be  trusted  to  the  honour  ana  to  the  oath  of 
him  whose  duty  it  is  to  apply  them  to  the 
public  service,  let  him  pursue  the  fair  and 
manly  course  which  such  a  conviction 
ought  to  suggest.  Let  him  say  at  once, 
that  the  ^head  of  the  department  in  ques- 
tion is  unworthy  of  all  trust  and  confi- 
dence ;  and  bring  forward  a  motion,  pray- 
ing his  majesty  to  dismiss  him  from  his 
councils.  My  noble  friend  has  also  asked 
me,  whether  I  have  any  objection  to  give 
a  return,  up  to  the  present  time,  of  the 
issues  from  the  Treasury  on  account  of  se- 
cret service.  I  confess  that  there  is  a 
considerable  objection,  in  point  of  princi- 
ple, to  furnishing  statements  of  issues  from 
the  Treasury,  on  account  of  secret  service, 
for  short  periods ;  because  such  statements 
are  ^Iculated  to  afford  a  clue  to  the  way 
in  which  the  money  has  been  employed. 
If  such  a  clue  be  given,  it  is  by  so  much 
the  less  a  secret  service,  and  by  possibility 
the  whole  advantage  that  might  arise  out 
of  tMb  application  of  the  money,  may  be 
lost  to  the  public  by  such  a  disclosure. 
Although  the  production  of  such  accounts 
for  short  periods  is  objectionable  upon 
principle,  I  believe  I  may,  without  injury 
to. the  public  service,  consent  to  the  pro- 
duction of  an  account  of  the  issues  from 
the  Treasury  up  to  the  last  quarter.  It 
may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  remark, 
that  at  this  period  of  political  excitement, 
when  persons  disregarding  facts,  and  ac- 
tuated by  no  fair  or  rational  principles, 
were  induced  to  have  recourse  to  specula- 
tions and  misrepresentations,  a  rumour  has 
been  put  forth,  that  a  part  of  the  secret 
service  money  has  been  employed  to  buy 
the  press.  Tne  assertion  has  been  made  so 
liroiidiy  mid  UfiequivocaHy  out  of  do^^ 


that  I  think  it  right  to  advert  to  it.  Your 
lordships  are  aware  that,  in  strictness,  I 
can  have  no  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
the  secret  service,  previously  to  my  coming 
into  office.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
account  is  sworn  to  by  the  »Secretary  of 
State,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it ;  the  same 
thing  takes  place  when  a  Secretary  of 
State  goes  out  of  office.  I  have  no  r^u- 
lar  cognizance  of  the  details,  therefore, 
previously  to  my  coming  into  office.  I 
did,  however,  inquire ;'  the  documents  were 
still  preserved,  and  the  inspection  of  those 
documents  has  left  upon  my  mind  the 
strongest  conviction,  that  not  one  shilling 
has  been  applied  to  the  purpose  of  influ- 
encing any  portion  of  the  press  of  this 
country.  I  have  felt  myself  called  upon, 
for  the  sake  of  the  public,  and  in  justice 
to  the  character  of  the  person  who  now 
bears  the  highest  office  in  the  state,  to  say 
thus  much.  With  respect  to  the  issues 
not  corresponding  with  the  parliamentary 
grants,  I  may  xibrcrve,  that  where  the  ex* 
penditure  in  any  number  of  years  appears 
to  exceed  the  grants  in  that  time,  the  dif- 
ference is  met  by  surplusses  from  former 
gprants. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  asked  the 
noble  viscount,  whether  he  had  any  ob- 
jection to  distinguish  between  the  portion 
of  secret  service  money  expended  abroad, 
and  that  appropriated  to  the  public  service 
at  home  ? 

Viscount  Dudley  and  Ward  said,  he 
was  restrained,  by  a  sense  of  public  duty, 
from  answering  the  question.  If,  upon 
his  silence,  the  noble  marquis  founded  any 
inference  unfavourable  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
he  could  only  say,  that  his  suspicions 
were  most  unjust  and  unfoundecl.  He 
would  not  be  the  minister  to  answer,  for 
the  first  time,  a  question  calculated  to 
cast  an  imputation  upon  the  government 
to  which  he  belonged — an  imputation 
which  not  even  the  utmost  violence  of 
party  could  justify. 

Viscount  Sirangford  said,  he  had  been 
so  entirely  unconnected  with  politics  dur- 
ing tlie  whole  course  of  his  public  life,  that 
he  should  be  the  last  man  to  obtrude  any 
observations  upon  their  lordships,  in  any 
matter  which  had  reference  exclusively  to 
party  considerations.  He  might,  however, 
be  allowed  to  say,  that  an  experience  of 
nearly  five-and-twenty  years,  passed  in  the 
king*8  service  in  almost  half  the  courts  of 
Europe,  had  giyen  hm  something  like  ^ 
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prttctical  and  technical  knowledge  o^  ^ 
subject  bti  ^hich  th^  noble  baMn  had  ad- 
di^si^ed  the  Hon^e.  It  was  to  him  a  mat- 
ter of  the  liibdt  complete  indifference  to 
which  side  bf  the  House  his  opinioiis 
might  b^  acceptdbte,  or  otherwise,  so  long 
as  he  obeyed  the  plain  dictates  of  truth 
and  justice.  He  had  denred  his  majesty 
tmdei*  hirib  different  Secretaries  bf  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  he  felt  hithself 
bound  to  aver,  that  he  had  never  khown 
any  minister  exercise  over  the  particular 
biralich  of  expenditure  in  question,  a  tnore 
terupulotis  ^nd  vigilant  control,  or  i^r- 
rouhd  it  with  mbre  efficient  saf^uafdsj 
than  the  right  hdn;  persoh  who  lately  pre- 
sided dver  the  Foreign  Department;  He 
had  deHred  under  the  orders  of  thftt  rigHt 
hod;  ffedtleman  in  five  different  cotirts. 
Th^ir  lordships  were  aware  that,  is  long  as 
htimah  nature  t^mained  what  it  ^nis,  ocea- 
aiohs  Wbiild  arisen  iti  thie  conduct  of  thie 
kin^'d  ailkih,  in  whifch  application  tb  that 
potent  engine,  secret  service  money,  tras 
indi^nsable.  As  far,  hoWever^  as  his 
exi^erience  had  gone,  he  could  assure  their 
lordships,  that  whenever  thosfe  occasions 
arose,  no  administrator  of  the  fund  could 
b6  more  cautious  in  its  employment,  than 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  or  more  alive  to 
the  principle,  that  the  public  money  ought 
liever  to  be  expended  on  such  occasions 
Without  a  quid  pro  quo.  He  felt  it  his 
duty  to  bear  this,  he  believed  unsuspected^ 
ti^timony  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
atid  he  had  no  other  motive  in  making  it 
but  his  regard  fbr  truth  and  justice,  which 
otight  to  be  superior  to  all  other  feelings 
and  considerations  whatever. 

ConiT  BtLL.]  Lord  Goderich  moved 
^at  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
inittee  on  the  Corn  Bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  wished, 
befdj^  the  House  went  into  a  committee, 
to  Usk  the  noble  lord,  whether,  since  the 
tnajority  which  had  tecehtly  taken  place 
on  a  clause  in  this  bill,  certain  noble  lords 
had  received  intimatiofa,  that  if  they  did 
not  altei-  thfeir  votes,  and  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  mihisters,  they  would  not  be 
idlbwed  to  remain  in  his  majesty's  house- 
hold ?  The  House  and  the  country  ought 
to  understand  whether,  dbring  the  pro- 
gress of  this  bill,  steps  had  been  taken  to 
intimidate  noble  lottls  from  discharging 
what  they  felt  to  be  their  duty  to  the 
country,  and  especially  to  the  agricultural 
interests 
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Lord  Ooderich  beli6ftlcl  the  noMe  mai^- 
qnis  had  fohibited  tfie  first  itistaiice  ever 
known,  of  calling  hpOn  a  miilbter  bf  the 
Crown  to  state  what  adtice  h%  had  giveh 
with  respebt  tx)  persohs  holding  oAees 
under  the  CroWn,  before  such  advice  hacl 
been  given  and  tsd^en.  He,  for  one,  wbiild 
not  comprbmise  what  was  due  to  theking'j 
prerogative  by  Answering  the  qnefttion.  It 
was  cbmpetent  to  the  king  to  appoint 
whom  he  pleased  to  situatibns  in  his  house- 
hold, •  and  to  remote  whbm  h^  pleas^ 
from  thbse  situations ;  and  he  did  not  con- 
ceive it  to  be  sit  all  a  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  go^rnment  to  state^  why  hh  riiajestf 
had  eitercised  his  undoubt^  prferogatife. 
He  thought  he  could  refbr  the  fibble  niar- 
quis  tb  k  caSe  in  whibh  xlb  sttch  estplaha* 
tibti  had  faeen  ^ven. 

LbM  Delawar  oWed  it  tb  their  lotdsbipa 
and  tb  himself  tb  state^  that,  in  conse- 
cjuetice  bf  the  tote  he  had  ^iven  bU  th^ 
question  of  the  aUiendment  of  th&  nbble 
duke  (of  Wellington)^  he  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  fbllow  up  that  vote,  by  resigning 
the  situation  he  held  in  his  majesty's  hoUS^ 
hold.  But  he  had  taken  that  cdurS^, 
without  receiving  any  intimation  from  any 
person  whatever. 

The  House  then  resolved  itSelf  ihid  ft 
comrbittee  on  the  bill. 

The  Barl  of  Malmesbury  referred  to  ^ 
suggestion  which  he  had  ditoiHi  bUt  bA  ii 
former  liight,  of  admitting  foreign  bbrn  by 
iUstalments.  He  thought  it  would  be  very 
possible  to  admit  monthly  instsUfnents,  to  be 
regulated  by  the  price,  rbr  exainple,  if  the 
price  were  ()6j.,  let  threa  hundred  thotrsand 
c(uarters  be  admitted  for  home  coAsuttiption. 
Let  this  continue  monthly,  so  long  aS  the 
price  continued  at  66$. ;  but  the  momentthe 
average  was  under  that  Sttm,  let  no  fmh^r 
limitation  be  permitted  until  it  rbse  dgaitt; 
and  sb  on.  The  odious  measure  adbpted 
last  year  showed  that  it  was  possible  to 
limit  the  importation ;  for  there  it  #aA 
limited  to  five  hundred  thousand  quflirtefs. 
If  it  had  been  possible  to  limit  it  then, 
why  not  hereafter? 

Earl  Stdnhbpe  said,  that  as  it  wa^  ad- 
mitted that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  pro- 
hibitory, the  suggestion  was  perfectlv  con- 
sistent with  it;  According  to  the  opinion 
of  sir  Claude  Scott,  no  importation  of  coni 
was  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  ttts 
country ;  which  could  grow  enough  M 
its  own  necessities.  Whatever  quantity  9f 
foreign  bom,  therefore,  was  import^^  wottM 
put  sb  nHich  Prtlish  com  otft  ot  the  ttariMt 
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\jotA  Mtenharough  remarked,  that  there 
was  one  mode  iii  which  the  difHctdty  might 
be  obviated,  but  it  was  a  mode  which  no 
political  economist  would  approve,  thoug^h 
it  had  been  adopted  with  advantage  by 
is^verai  of  the  smaller  states  on  the  conti- 
nenty  and  some  even  of  the  larger,  ^hat 
txiode  was,  to  make  the  State  the  sole  de- 
pository of  foreign  corn.  The  necessary 
regulauon  would  be,  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  govemnient  to  biiy  always  at  a 
certain  low  price,  and  sell  always  at  a 
certain, high  price,  until  the  market  price 
was  reduced  below  it.  This  mode  would 
boviate  all  the  dl$culties  attendant  on  the 
adniission  of  foreign  corn,  and  it  had  the 
recoiiimenaation  of  having  been  uniformly 
Huccessfiil  wherever  it  had  been  tried. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  those  who  were 
cofahected  with  the  land  would  doubtless 
feel  much  obliged  to  the  noble  baron  for 
his  suggestion.  For  his  own  part,  he 
could  iins^ine  no  project  more  subversive 
of  their  inoependence.  If  it  were  adopted, 
therjB  woiild  be  an  end  of  any  body  deriving 
his  income  froin  the  land  venturing,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  vote  against  the 
government.  All  their  cliance  of  receiving 
any  rent  would  depend  on  their  conduct 
towards  the  government.  He  could. not 
imderstand  how  any  noble  lord  could  re- 
concile it  to  nis  notions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  throw  out  a  suggestion  so  directly 
kubversive  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Lord  Ellenborough  complained,  it  was 
Exceedingly  cohvehient  for  any  noble  lord 
to  take  only  one  half  of  a  speech  made  by 
anothei*,  and  to  mistake  a  suggestion  for 
a  proposition.  If  the  power  of  sale  was 
limited  by  the  average  price,  and  the  time 
of  sale  also,  he  believed  no  daiiger  could 
accrue  to  the  landed  interest.  Without 
tiading  in  com,  surely  the  noble  lord  was 
aware,  that  government  had  other  means 
of  securing  votes  m  parliament. 

The  amendment  was  nejgatived. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  rose,  also,  to 
suggest  a  proposition.  We  were  tiow,  he 
said,  withm  two  months  of  the  harvest ; 
the  season  was  a  promising  one,  both  here 
and  on  tne  continent :  wool  was  in  a  state 
of  depression,  which  must  naturally  lower 
the  price  of  corn.  Now,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, if  six  hundred  thousand 
<|^uarters  of  wheat  in  bond  were  introduced 
into  the  market,  and  all  the  ports  of  Eu- 
rope throiim  open  at  the  same  time,  he 
^18  appretiensive  that  the  bill  would  be 
mjiirfoui,  unless  the  adioission  of  com  at 


the  present  period  was  very  guatd^.  The 
holders  of  the  six  hundred  Uidusand  quar- 
ters of  bonded  com  had  a  stro  ig  ciaini 
upon  the  justice  of  the  House ;  aiid  it  Was, 
therefore,  desirable  that  that  should  b^ 
got  rid  of,  before  this  bill  came  into  full 
opeiratfoh.  IVhathe  should  propose,  there- 
fore, would  be,  that  the  bill  should  imme- 
diately take  effect  as  to  warehouse  corn  ; 
but  not  as  to  other  com,  for  six  months 
more.  He,  therefore,  proposed  the  intro- 
duction of  these  words :  "  Provided  also, 
that  from  and  after  the  l6th  of  Augu^, 
1827,  it  shall  and  maybe  lawful  for  th^ 
holders  of  warehoused  cohi  immediately 
to  bring  the  same  into  consumption  und<^ 
the  provisiotis  of  this  bill ;  and,  that  th^ 
provisions  bt  this  bill  tak^  effect  with  in- 
spect to  other  corn  on  the  1st  of  Jatiuary, 
1828." 

Lord  Goderlch  feared  that  the  ^rovistt 
of  his  noble  friend,  if  adopted,  wbtild  b^ 
encompassed  with  technical  diAduliiegi. 
It  would  postpone  the  period  for  admitting 
com  to  be  iinported  on  payment  of  (certain 
duties,  and  so  keep  those  duties  Vhich 
were  granted  by  the  bill  out  of  his  majeSty'i^ 
Exchequer  during  that  iifiertal. 

The  proviso  was  withdrawn.  Oii 
the  Question,  that  the  schedule  of  priciis 
and  auties  stand  part  of  the  bill, 

The  Earl  of  MalmesHry  wished  to  know 
from  the  noble  lord  opposite,  in  what  way 
it  was  proposed  to  secure  to  the  agricul- 
turists a  remunerating  price  for  their  com- 
modities ?  Taking  60s.  as  the  point  of 
departure,  he  did  not  see  how  tnat  end 
could  be  efibcted.  lie  should  therefore 
move,  that,  in  lieu  of  62s.,  the  impciHing 
price  mentioned  in  the  schedule,  66s.  be 
substituted. 

Lord  Goderich  felt,  that  nothing  was 
so  difficult  as  to  demohstrate  at  wliat  par- 
ticular sum  corn  ought  to  be  imported. 
It  was  also  evident,  that  nothing  could  b^ 
more  difficult  than  to  demohstrate  what 
was  or  was  not  a  remunerating  price.  The 
noble  eslrl  wished  to  know  whether  60s. 
could  be  secured  to  the  agriculturist.  To 
this  he  answered,  that  lieither  that  nor  any 
other  particular  price  could  be  secured : 
60s*  had  been  taken,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  equivalent  to  80s.  in  the  law  of 
1815.  Considering  the  alteration  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  currency,  and  the 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  taxation  since 
that  period,  he  thought  a  fair  proportion 
had  oeen  maintained  betweeh  the  price 
formerly  agreed  oh,  and  that  now  pro{>08ed. 
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The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  he  looked 
on  the  bill  as  a  juggle,  and  warned  noble 
lords  of  its  dangerous  tendency.  It  con- 
templated as  a  principle  the  necessity  of 
this  country  depending  for  its  supply  of 
grain  upon  other  countries.  From  the 
beginning  of  time  down  to  this  day,  there 
was  no  instance  of  a  country  doing  that, 
for  a  continuance,  with  impunity.  It  was 
that  which  brought  the  Roman  empire  to 
decay.  They  would  find  in  Cicero  and 
Columella  the  proofs  of  that  gradual  de- 
cay of  native  agriculture,  which  had  brought 
the  use  of  the  plough  down  to  the  least 
profitable  occupation  of  the  lands  of  Italy. 
The  abundance  of  Sicily  and  Egypt  proved 
the  bane,  after  being  the  sustenance,  of 
the  Romans.  Let  their  lordships  look  at 
the  fate,  very  similar,  which  had  overtaken 
Spain.  The  progress  of  this  decay,  arising 
from  depressed  i^iculture,  was  strongly 
marked  by  laws  passed  to  prevent  impor- 
tation, and  to  stimulate  native  agriculture. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  agriculturists  ought  to  have  a 
protection  against  the  corn  now  in  bond. 
If  the  amendment  carried  by  a  noble  duke 
a  few  evenings  ago  went  further  thsm  this, 
it  went  too  far.  He  therefore  intended  to 
move,  when  the  report  was  brought  up, 
by  way  of  amendment  to  the  proposition 
of  the  noble  duke,  ''  that  the  com  now  in 
bond  should  not  be  brought  out  for  home 
consumption  until  the  price  reached  66«. ; 
and  that  all  corn  imported  afterwards 
should  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 

The  Marquis  of  Bute  said,  that  his  im- 
pression of  the  speech  of  a  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman on  this  subject  in  another  place, 
was,  that  the  bill  was  intended  to  afford 
a  fluctuating  price  of  between  55s.  and 
65s,  Now,  his  impression  was,  that  the 
bill  would  never  afford  a  greater  price  than 
58s.  or  59s. ;  and  he  should  certainly  sup- 
port the  amendment. 

Lord  Redesdale  was  firmly  convinced, 
that,  if  this  bill  passed  into  a  law,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  degrading  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  country  to  the  greatest  degree. 
He  denied  that  the  price  of  provisions 
affected  the  manufacturers,  whose  wages 
were  nearly  double  those  of  the  agricul- 
turists. A  voice  had  gone  forth  from 
another  place,  saying,  that  the  landed 
interest  must  be  put  down  ;  but  he  could 
only  characterise  it  as  the  language  of 
conspiracy,  or  revolution.  The  whole  plan 
^f  the  bifrwas  radically  wrong.     It  was 


in  vain  to  attempt  to  fix  a  standing  price 
for  com  in  this  country.  It  seemed  to  him, 
that  noble  lords  wished  to  bind  down  na- 
ture ;  but,  if  they  attempted  it,  "  the  winds 
and  the  rains  would  laugh  them  to  scorn^ 
and  the  frosts  and  the  snows  would  hold 
them  in  derision." 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  said,  that  the 
accusation  that  this  was  a  measure  of  re- 
volutionary tendency,  was  misplaced ;  and, 
with  respect  to  the  expression  which  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  had  alluded  to,  he 
would  not  believe  that  it  had  ever  been 
used,  until  he  was  told  by  that  noble  lord 
that  he  had  heard  it ;  and  he  refused  to 
believe  it,  because  he  thought  that  a  ge- 
neral cry  of  indignation  would  have  fol- 
lowed the  expression  of  such  a  sentiment. 
This  measure  was  not  one  by  which  it  was 
sought  to  attempt  to  disturb  the  operations 
of  nature,  but  to  endeavour,  as  far  as 
could  be  effected  by  legislature,  to  procure 
an  equable  supply  of  com,  at  as  undevia- 
ting  a  price  as  possible.  The  old  law 
could  never  effect  this :  the  prices  under 
it  had  been  proved  to  be  extremely  fluc- 
tuating, and,  during  the  last  six  years,  the 
depression  of  agriculture  had  been  very 
great.  The  measure  was  not  the  offspring 
of  a  prurient  desire  of  reformation,  but  one 
that  had  forced  itself  upon  the  govern- 
ment. The  noble  earl,  after  commenting 
at  some  length  upon  the  existing  regula- 
tions respecting  the  com  trade,  said,  that 
if  they  persisted  in  these  regulations,  he 
must  warn  them  how  they  endangered  a 
recurrence  to  a  paper  currency ;  which  he 
conscientiously  believed  would  be  the  con- 
sequence. He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
had  wished  to  abandon  so  hastily  the  paper 
currency ;  but  now  that  it  had  been  done, 
he  could  never  wish  that  those  steps  of 
difficulty  and  danger  should  be  retraced. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.  The 
remaining  clauses  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
House  resumed. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  June  7. 

KiKo's  Message  kespectivg  Por- 
tugal.]    Mr.  Canning  prese-nted  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  the  following  Message 
from  his  Majes^ : 
'*  George  K. 

'^  pis  Majesty,  deeming  it  expedient  to 
provide  for  any  additional  expenses  which 
may  arise,  on  account  of  the  continuance 
of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  Portugal,  and 
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relying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and  affec- 
tion of  his  faithfol  Commons,  trusts  that 
thev  will  make  provision  accordingly." 

Mr.  Canning  moved,  that  his  majesty's 
message  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
the  committee  of  supply  to-morrow. — 
Ordered. 
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Corporation  and  Test  Acts.]  Lord 
John  Russell  said : — In  rising  to  present 
several  petitions  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test 
and  Corporation  Acts,  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  explain  to  the  House,  as  clearly  as  I 
can,  my  reasons  for  the  unusual  course  I 
am  about  to  pursue  on  that  important 
question.  Ever  since  I  have  been  a  member 
df  this  House,  my  votes  have  been  gdided 
by  the  principle,  that  the  su^ects  of  these 
kingdoms  ought  not  to  suffer  any  civil 
penalty,  any  civil  hardship,  any  civil  in- 
convenience on  account  or  their  religious 
belief.  Directed  by  this  principle,  I  have 
voted  for  removing  the  disabilities  imposed 
by  law  on  the  Roman  Catholics  from 
whatever  quarter,  and  in  whatever  shape 
the  motion  appeared.  But  if  I  gave  the 
full  benefit  of  this  principle  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  whose  religion  has  been  mixed 
even  at  this  day  by  some  of  its  more  ex- 
travagant professors,  with  the  most  objec- 
tionable, and  the  moA  slavish  political 
doctrines,  I  could  not  refuse  to  extend 
it  to  the  Protestant  dissenters,  who  have 
evet  been  attached  to  the  free  constitution 
of  this  country ;  if  I  admitted  to  all  the 
privileges  of  that  constitution,  those  who, 
during  the  last  century,  had  been  the 
adherents  of  the  house  of  Stuart,  I  could 
not  but  grant  the  same  admission  to  the 
Protestant  dissenters,  who  have  ever  been 
the  zealous,  persevering,  constant,  and 
active,  friends  of  the  house  of  Hanover. 

When,  therefore,  I  was  applied  to  by  the 
committee  of  deputies,  and  others,  who  for 
more  than  ninety  years  have  been  considered 
as  the  organs  of  the  body,  I  did  not  for  a 
moment  nesitate  to  assure  them,  that  I 
would  willingly  move  this  House  for  a 
repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts. 
Had  that  motion  been  proceeded  in,  I 
trust  I  could  have  shewn  that  these  statutes 
were  nothing  but  the  dregs  of  that  perse- 
cuting spirit  which  caus^  the  calamities 
and  civil  wars  of  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth centuries.  I  trust  I  could  have 
shewn,  that  the  test  required  in  this  instance 
is  peculiariy  revolting,  inasmuch  as  it  tends 
to  the  profanation  of  one  bf  the  most  sacred 
ritM  of  our  religion ;  makiog  the  mask  of 


piety    and    holiness   a   qualification    for 
ambition,  and  converting  that  which  was 
left  as  the  bond  of  brotherhood  among  all 
the  followers  of  Christ,  into  the  sign  of 
disunion  and  separation.     I  trust  I  could 
have  shewa  that  the  annual  Indemnity  Act, 
upon  which  some  persons  rely  so  much  in 
argument,  is  nothing  but  an  incomplete 
and  insulting  pardon  to  men  who  have 
committed  no  offence.     Incomplete,  be- 
cause it  leaves  it  open  to  any  one  by 
making  a  previous  objection,  to  exclude  a 
dissenter  from  a  corporation;  incomplete, 
because  it  does  not  shelter  the  dissenter 
who  accepts  office  from  the  penalties  of 
the  Test  Act  if  judgment  be  already  ob- 
tained— insulting,  because  by  the  terms  of 
the  Indemnity  Act,  any  dissenter  who  holds 
office  is  liable  to  the  imputation,  an  impu- 
tation sanctioned  by  the  high  authority  of 
lord  North,  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  mental 
fraud,  and  evades  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
Sir,  upon  these  grounds  and  many  others, 
I  trust  I  should  have  been  able  to  convince 
the  House,  that  the  Statute-books  ought 
to  be  cleansed  of  these  disgusting  acts. 
But,  after  I  had  given  my  notice,  occurred 
those  changes  in  the  administration  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  so  much  remark 
and  discussion.     Upon  that  event,  many  of 
the   dissenters,    feeling,  as    it  were,  by 
instinct,  that  a  ministry  was  formed  more 
favourable  to  religious  liberty,  than  any 
which  had  existed  during  the  thirty- seven 
years  in  which  their  question  had  slept, 
doubted  whether  it  were  fair,  and  whetlier 
it  were  politic  to  force  such  a  ministry  to 
an  immediate  expression  of  opinion  upon 
this  important  subject.  Others,  with  whom 
I  agreed,  did  think  that  the  present  was  a 
favourable  time  for  the  discussion.     Amid 
this  diversity  of  opinion,  I  thought  I  could 
do  nothing  better  than  refer  to  that  com- 
nmtee   of   dissenters,    which    had    been 
allowed  to  act  as  their  organ  since  the 
year  1734.     They,  after  much  discussion 
and  deliberation,  agreed,  by  a  large  majority, 
to  request  me  to  postpone  the  motion  of 
which  I  had  given  notice.    Tliey  at  the 
same  time  desired  me  to  express    their 
determination  to  press  the  question  forward 
early  next  session,  and,  if  unsuccessful,  to 
bring  it  in  from  year  to  year.  With  regard 
to  bringing  it  in  from  year  to  year,  I  desire 
at  present  to  express  no  opinion,  but  with 
regard  to  next  session,  I  must  say  I  think 
they  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  ques- 
tion should  then  haye  t^  fair  discu^^ion  in, 
this  Hou8e« 
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I  will  not  conceal  from  tl^e  House*  tb{^t» 
sinpe  tf]\e  resolution  of  the  ppmrnittee,  I 
have  receive4  v^riqus  intimations  from 
individuality  that  in  their  opinion  the  ma- 
jptrjty  of  the  ^i^senters  vished  the  question 
tp  be  pressed-  6^t,  as  they  did  ^ot  refer 
p(^  to  ^i^y  organ  \)y  whicli  the  ^neral 
9entiment8  of  the  body  might  be  collected 
^nd  expfessedi  I  felt  myself  bound  to  al^i^e 
by  the  decisioii  pf  that  body  whiqh  fqr  SQ 
long  a  time  had  been  ponsiderecl  as  speak- 
ing the  sense  of  the  dissenters.  Had  I  done 
Qtberwise,  had  I  persisted,  it  is  easy  to 
peirceive  that  many  members  of  this  House 
wo\;ld  have  taken  advantage  of  the  vote  of 
t|ie  committee^  aud  wpuld  have  vote4  for 
the  previous  question,  on  the  express 
l^ound  that  the  petitioners  themsefves,  did 
npt  desire  the  motion  to  be  persevered  in 
during  the  present  year.  Undoubtedly  it 
is  ^  painful  situation  for  a^y  man  to  be 
liable  to  the  imputation  of  acting  fwn 
personal  or  party  interest,  but  I  shpuld 
despise  myself  if,  for  the  sake  of  removing 
suc^  ?i^  i^pi^tat^qn  from  myself,  I  ^houl^ 
injure  the  great  cs^use  Vfith  which  I  haye 
tiseen  intrusted. 

l\  only  remains  for  me  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  in  a  few  words,  to  the 
petitions  which  have  been  presented.  They 
aijre  not  only  numerous  almost  beyond  pre- 
pedent,  but  there  are  many  of  them  which 
deserve,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  the  consider- 
ation of  t^e  House,  f  allu4e  to  those 
lyhich  are  founded  on  the  broad  eround 
of  the  injustice  and  impolicy  of  all  disa- 
bilities on  account  of  religion.  In  support 
0^  these  petitions,  I  have  had  many  letters 
froQiL  dissenters,  declaring  that  they  aske4 
for  concession,  with  an  earnest  desire  that 
the  liberty  they  claimed  for  themselves 
might  be  extended  to  others.  There  are 
likewise  many  petitions  from  members  of 
the  church  of  England,  calling  themselif  s 
friends  of  religious  toleration,  prating  for 
the  repeal  of  those  ^cts  as  an  unjust  in- 
fringement on  the  freedom  of  conscience. 
I  shall  likewise  have  to  present  a  petition 
(rom  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  midland 
counties,  signed  by  a  Roman  Catholic 
baronet,  the  president  of  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic college,  and  many  Roman  Catholic 
clergymen,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Test  and  Corporation  Acts.  In  the  letter, 
giving  me  notice  of  this  petition,  I  am  in- 
formed, that  endeavours  have  not  been 
wanting  to  pecsuade  the  petitioners  that 
the  dissenters,  if  admitted  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  constitution,  would  afterwards 


prove  the  mpst  bitter  oppfip^ntM  of  simibtr 
concessions  to  themselves,  fiiit  they  pay^ 
wisely  and  generously  say,  **  Vith  fpter* 
ested  calculation^  of  this  M^d  we  hav0  <io 
concern :  for  our  cq-pperatictn  in  the  caus& 
of  religious  liberty  we  are  responsible ;  fpr 
the  use  they  may  make  of  that  liberty,  the 
Protestantdissenters  are  alone  responsible.^' 

Sir,  tl^ese  sentiH\i^ts  hfiye  mj  cofd^al 
concurrei^pe ;  aud  I  cannot  but  wish  that 
t}ie  Prote^tfint  and  Homan  Catholic  fiis- 
seuter,  wita  the  liberal-minde4  of  the 
Established  Church,  would  unite  in  ^^ 
cause  pf  freedom  of  conscience.  Then  w^ 
might  hope  tp  see  all  the  civi)  peualtieci^ 
and  ^i^apilities  on  account  of  religioo^ 
which  unhappily  distji^guish  our  Statute- 
book,  from  the  laws  oif  ftU  tl^e  mpre 
enlightened  nations  of  Euro(^,  entirety 
swept  £^way.  \  feel  confident  tnatsuph  ax| 
end  to  persecution  of'  all  kinds,  iKO^ild 
strengthen  and  enrich  tl^e  state;  wpuld 
secure,  and  fortify  the  established  church  ; 
would  purify  and  exalt  the  spirit  of  religion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  s^d,  it  would  be  ungrate- 
ful iu  any  pnf^  cpnnected  with  the  Protes- 
tant dissenters,  not  to  thank  the  noble  lord 
for  the  part  he  had  acted  o;pl  the  present 
occasion.  Tlie  dissenters  vefy  i^iturally 
thought  their  interests  were  connected 
with  those  of  the  stat^l  It  was  true  there 
were  differences  of  opinion  amo^i^t  the 
body,  as  to  the  question  of  bringmg  oi| 
their  case  in  the  present  session ;  but  t^e 
majority,  in  deciding  for  its  poatpqnement 
to  the  next,  hope^  Uiat  bj  that  time  thfijj^ 
situation  would  be  better  known,  that  the 
prejudices  against  them  would  be  remored, 
and  that  they  would  st^n4  better  with. 
parlia9ient.  It  yras  a  grp^as  £adlacy  to  s^p- 
pose,  that  the  grievances  of  the  Protestant 
dissenters  were  only  theoretical ;  was  it  npt 
a  practical  grievance,  that  a  dissenter 
could  not  be  a  member  of  Oxford  university 
without  declaring  his  assent  to  the  thirty- 
nine  articles  ? — ^that  he  could  not  take  his 
seat  sus  a  magistrate,  \yithoat  the  w^fiifr 
ipental  test,  if  any  person  chose  to  insist 
on  it  ?    He  trusted,  that  the  justice  pf 

Sarliament  would  soon  put  an  end  Uf  t^ew 
isabilities. 

Mr.  X  Wood  ¥(aa  favour^l^e  to  the  repeal 
of  the  Test  ^  C.oq>Qration  Acta,  and 
contended  that  their  existeuce  were  prac« 
tical  grieyances  ^o  t|ie  dissenters.  It  waa 
a  practical  grievance,  tfiat  many  of  that 
dass,  who  were  men  of  immense  wealth, 
should  be  shut  out  &w  «tU  iafluence  U4 
the  corporation  of  f^yecjiaoJL 
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OidtfUtl  to  lie  QB  the  taUe. 

B4NIC    OF  EirGX^AND— C1RPUL4R  KH.-* 

^T^CT}VG  CouNT&T  Bank^.]  Sir  J. 
WrottegUy  roiei  ip  pursuance  of  notice^ 
io  mpve  fpr  the  pirogpction  of  the  letter 
alleged  tp  j^roceed  from  the  Bank  of  Eug- 
lan4»  and  tending  to  cast  doubts  on  the 
aoUdity  of  the  coontiy  hankers.  Perhapf 
the  Hopse  would  think  he  ought  to  be 
aati^ed  with  th^  unequivocal  denial  of  one 
pf  d^e  directors  of  the  Bank,  that  the  letter 
in  question  had  originate^  with  their  body. 
Certainly  he  lypuld  have  abandop^d  his 
motipn,  had  it  not  appeafecl  to  Qimi  that 
the  letter  was  intimately  connected  with 
Qtheir  circumstances,  which  induced  him  to 
believe,  that,  although  that  letter  wqj^  not 
th^  rpsul)  pf  any  consultations  of  the  Pank 
dnrectois,  it  wa^  still  written  and  circulated, 
with  their  kppwledge,  by  one  of  their 
numb^ ;  who,  having  been  employed  to 
inspect  the  branch  banks  iq  the  cou^trf , 
ha4  shown  it  to  several  persona  in  his 
tn^vels,  and  that  it  had  th^8  found  its  lyay 
^>  thft  public.  Under  tlie  present  circum- 
st^c^  of  the  cpi^ntry,  he  h<^ped  the 
House  iiro\ild  examme  into  the  motives 
w}iicb  had  produced  that  letter  for  he 
could  npt  cQuceive  that,  at  a  dime  lyhen 
there  ^as  every  hqpe  of  a  progressive 
ameliq^ation  ^n  th^  prospects  of  the  indus- 
trious classes  ,a  more  mischievpus  event 
could  haye  happened,  than  the  publication 
of  ^  letter,  which  tended  tp  c^st  discredit 
npon  a  class  of  persons,  on  whom  the 
manufacturing  qpeiatives  must  depend  for 
th^  adyance  of  those  wsiges  which  the 
promising  condition  of  trade  wpuld  §oon 
enable  them  to  earn.  Another  reason  for 
bringing  forward  the  motion  was,  that  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  Bank  of 
England  was  not  confined  to  the  produc- 
tion pf  this  solitary  letter.  There  appeared 
in  their  proceedings  a  ropted  determination 
tq  keep  yp  a  circulation  of  their  notes 
equal  to  that  which  prevailed  during  the 
war.  It  had  been  difficult ;  nay,  abnost 
iqipossible,  for  tliem  to  accomplish  that 
object ;  but,  because  they  could  not  keep 
up  their  circulation  to  its  former  extend, 
and  no  longer  realize  the  large  profits 
which  they  formerly  enjoyed,  i\,  was  not 
justifiable  in  them  to  attempt  to  bring  into 
difrepute  other  establi^ments  similar  to 
theic  own,  and  to  build  their  own  credit 
upon  the  ruin  of  that  of  their  comprBtitors. 
)a  the  course  of  laat  session,  lie  had 
eivlet^TQui^  tp  bong  t^  conditipa  of  the 


country  backers  finder  the  notice  of  tl^a 
House ;  but  at  tl^at  time  such  irrit^t^q 
prevailed  throughout  ^e  cpuntry  respect- 
ing them,  that  the](  had  no  phance  of 
meeting  with  that  faji*  play  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  The  attack  which  was 
made  upon  the  country  bankers  la^t  year 
was  founded  on  the  pow^r  which  Uiey 
possessed  to  issu^  1/.  notes.  In  order  tp 
show  the  House  how  unfounded  th^t  attack 
was,  he  thought  it  right  to  state  the  ground^ 
on  which  ^hpse  notes  were  first  introduced 
into  the  circulation  of  the  country.  Origin- 
allv,  the  coun^  bankera  had  certainly  no 
pgnt  to  expect  that  any  such  indul^nce 
wouM  be  extended  to  them.  Prenously 
td  thp  Bank  restriction  in  1797,  they 
issued  nothing  less  than  51  notes.  It  was 
not  from  any  solicitation  on  their  part,  but 
in  conseauence  of  the  misconduct  of  the 
Bank  ot  England,  with  respect  to  the 
amount  of  its  issues,  tha^t  the  country 
bankers  were  allowed  to  issue  \L  notes. 
Temporary  acts  were  passed,  from  time 
to  time,  to  continue  to  the  country  banks 
the  privile^  whicli  they  nad  thus  obtained ; 
and  for  this  reason,  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land continued  to  issue  similar  notes,  and 
there  was  no  pther  purrency.  At  the  end 
of  the  war  the  cpuntry  bankers  naturally 
expected  to  bf)  called  upon  to  pay  their  if, 
notes  in  cash.  Tl^e  Hpuse,  however,  con- 
tinued the  restriction  for  some  years.  The 
country  bankers  were  at  that  time  pre- 
pared to  meet  their  1/.  notes  by  payment3 
m  cash;  and  had  no  wish  to  continue 
them  in  circulation.  If  they  had  any 
difficulty  upon  the  point,  it  was  completely 
removea  by  the  bill  which  the  late  marquis 
of  Londonderry  carried  through  parliament 
in  1822.  In  consequence  of  the  agricul- 
tural distress  which  then  pervaded  the 
country,  many  petitions  were  presented  to 
parliament ;  ana  it  was  found  necessary  to 
reduce  pur  establishments,  and  take  other 
measures  to  dve  relief  to  the  agriculturists. 
If  hon.  gentlemen  wo.uld  talj^e  the  trouble 
to  refer  oack  to  the  speech  which  the  late 
marquis  of  Londonderry  made  in  May, 
1822,  they  would  find  that  one  of  the 
modes  of  relief  suggested  for  the  agricul- 
tural distress  was  the  continuance  to 
country  banks,  for  ten  years  longer,  of 
the  permission  to  issu^  1/.  notes.  Now,  if 
the  country  bankers  were  prepare^  to  ghre 
up  the  circulation  of  their  XL  notes  at  ^he 
close  of  the  war,  and  were  then  permitted 
to  carry  it  on  for  three  years  kmg?r,  and 
were  then  again  at  the  end  of  that  time 
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led  to  beliere,  that  they  should  be  permit- 
ted to  issue  their  1/.  notes  for  ten  years 
longer,  was  it  just  to  call  upon  them,  on  a 
sudden,  to  give  up  that  wnich  had  been 
offered  them,  and  to  give  it  up  at  a  time 
when  considerable  irritation  was  excited 
against  them,  and  when  doubts  prevailed 
as  to  their  solvency  and  credit?    Thei'e 
was  another  very  strong  reason  why  he 
wished  the  House  to  look  with  attention 
to  this  part  of  the  subject.     On  the  first 
day  of  the  session  of  1 826,  ministers  pro- 
posed to   abolish  the  circulation  of  I/, 
notes.    They  never  deigned  to  make  any 
inquiries  into  the  manner  in  which  that 
circulation  was  carried  on,  and  in  which  it 
operated  upon  the  various  classes  of  the 
community.    They  carried  their  proposi- 
tion— such  were   the  prejudices   of  the 
House  against  the  system — ^by  one  of  the 
largest    majorities    ever  known.     What, 
however,  was  the  course  pursued  with 
respect  to  Scotland  ?  As  soon  as  the  deter- 
mination of  government  was  known  in  that 
country,  the  table  of  the  House  was  loaded 
with  petitions  from  it  against  the  measure. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  allegations  of  the  petitioners.  The 
petitioners  had  a  fair  hearing ;  and,  subse- 
quently to  it,  no  proceedings  were  taken, — 
a  circumstance  from  which  he  inferred, 
that  they  had  made  out  a  case,  which  pre- 
vailed on  the  House  not  to  alter  the  system 
of  banking  in  Scotland.  Now,  it  was  rather 
a  hard  case  upon  the  bankers  of  England, 
that  no  such  mquiry  was  granted  to  them. 
He  would  venture  to  say,   that  if  any 
gentleman  wished  to  know  the  system  of. 
banking  in  England,  he  had  only  to  look 
to  the  evidence  given  by  the  Scotch  bank- 
ers, and  to  change  the  word  Scotland  for 
England    wherever  he   found   it.     There 
was,    however,    a    strong    exception    in 
favour    of   the    English    bankers ;    their 
system  was   much    more    cautious  than 
that  of  their  Scottish  rivals ;  they  never 
dared  to  advance  so  far  as  the  bank- 
ers of   Scotland.     With  regard   to  this 
particular  letter,  if  the  Bank  of  England 
had  confined  itself  to  proposing  to  the 
country  banks  to  take  its  notes,  he  could 
have  no  objection.     Even  if  the  letter  had 
been  private,  no  one  would  have  had  a 
right  to  interfere ;  but  it  tended  to  throw 
great  and  undeserved    discredit  on  the 
country  banks.    The  proposal  contained 
in  the  letter  was  founded  upon  certam 
doubts,  which  it  appeared  to  entertain  of 
^eicsolidity.    Now,  as  twelve  months  had 
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elapsed  since  the  existence  of  the  panic, 
during  which  time  not  a  surmise  had  been 
made  to  the  discredit  of  the  six  hundred 
country  banks  which  existed  at  present,  it 
was  most  unfair  and  unjustifiable  in  the 
Bank  of  England,  to  scatter  doubts  in  the 
public  mind,  as  to  the  solvency  of  such 
establishments.      The    letter    began    as 
follows : — "  Assuming  it  to  be  desirable 
to   retain  a  paper-money  currency  con- 
vertible on  demand,  the  great  question  for 
consideration  is,  how  that  paper-money 
can  be  so> regulated  as  toafiTord  the  greatest 
security  for  receivers,  both  aS  regards  the 
solidity  of  the  issues  and  the  power  of  ob- 
I  taining  coin  for  the  same  on  demand." 
Now,  if  this  was  the  real  object  to  be 
attained  by  a  paper-currency,  it  behoved 
the  House  to  consider  nariywly  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Bank  of  England  itself; 
inasmuch  as  the  great  mass  of  paper  which 
was  now  in  the  country  origmated  from 
that  body.    The  circular  then  proceeded  : 
— *^  In  order  to  obtain  those  objects,  it  is 
necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  free  the 
paper-money  as  far  as  may  be  possible 
from  the  effects  of  what  has  been  termed 
panic."    It,  therefore,  became  necessary 
to  consider  what  was  the  cause  of  that 
panic.    The  first  intimation  of  it  proceeded 
from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
who  gave  a  caution  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, as  to  the  vray  in  which  it  was  going 
on  with  respect  to  its  issues.     The  Bank 
being  then  in  possession  of  a  large  quantity 
of  Exchequer-bills,  felt  itself  ob%ed  to 
bring  them  into  the  market ;  which,  being* 
an  unusual  thing,  caused  considerable  dis- 
may amongst  monied  men.  This,  he  looked 
upon  to  have  been  the  origin  of  the  panic. 
One  or  two  private  banking-houses  fsailed 
in  the  first  instance,   which  spread  the 
alarm ;  and,  consequently,  every  person 
who  had   placed  his  money  in  bankers' 
hands,  hastened  to  call  it  in ;  and  thereby 
a  run  was  created  on  the  Bank  of  England. 
It  was,  he  believed,  in  reference  to  that 
event,  that  the  letter  from  the  Bank  had 
been  published.     Before  the  holidays  he 
had  cautioned  the  then  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (lord  Goderich)  of  the  danger 
of  increasing  the  unfunded  debt.      He 
warned  him,  that  on  the  first  moment  of 
alarm,  the  government  would  be  called  on 
for  payment  of  its  securities.     He  did  not 
mean  to  say,  that,  in  forming  the  financial 
plan  of  the  year,  it  would  be  wrong  to 
resort  to  an  issue  of  Exchequer-bills.    On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  migpbt  be  very 
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aiefbl  to  adopt  such  a  proceeding;  but 
what  he  objected  to  mignt  be  more  pro- 
perly called  a  permanent  increase  of  the 
unfunded  debt.    So  long  as  the  Bank  con- 
tinued to  be  a  large  holder  of  Exchequer- 
bills,  the  currency  must,  in  case  of  any  { 
panic,  remain  in  an  insecure  state. — He 
might  be  asked,  what  was  the  remedy  he 
proposed  ?    He  would  answer,  none.     He 
had  no  system  of  his  own  to  advocate ;  but 
merely  threw  out  these  hints  for  the  con- 
sideration of  others.     The  proposed  issue 
of  Exchequer-bills,  although  he  regretted 
it,  was,  after  all,  only  a  temporary  measure ; 
and,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  go- 
vernment was  placed,  was  perhaps  the  best 
that  could  be  resorted  to.     He  was  only 
apprehensiv^,  that  some  of  those  untoward 
events  (which  set  all  human  calculations 
at  defiance)  might  arise,  which  would  cause 
a  sudden  demand  for  the  payment  of  the 
'government  securities.     He  was  desirous 
of  seeing  the  Bank  free  itself  from  all  the 
trammels  in  which  it  was  placed  with  re- 
gard to  the  government.     The  directors 
ought  to  be  able  at  once  to  meet  all  de- 
mands upon  them — to  do  that  which  they 
were  pledged  to,  on  the  face  of  an  instru- 
ment which  he  hoped  every  gentleman 
carried  in  his  pocket — they  ought  to  be 
ready  to  fulfil  the  simple  promise  on  the 
face  of  their  own  note,  **  I  promise  to  pay 
on  demand,*'  so  and  so.     If  the  Bank 
would  confine  itself  to  that  plain  line  of 
conduct,  it  would  be  infinitely  more  re- 
spected than  it  was  at  present.     But  the 
Bank  had  become  so  intimately  connected 
with  government,  that  it  was  no  lon^r 
satisfied  with  conducting  its  own  affairs, 
but  had  an  itching  after  managing  those 
of  other  persons.     So  long  as  the  Bank 
confined  itself  to  its  own  affairs,  it  was  all 
very  well ;  but,  when  it  travelled  out  of  its 
sphere  to  direct  the  affairs  of  other  people, 
it  seldom  exhibited  a  great  degree  of  en- 
lightenment.    He  was  desirous  that  some 
measure  should  be  adopted  by  the  House, 
which  would  restore  confidence  to  those 
persons  who  had  taken  great  alarm  at  the 
paper  put  forth  by  the  Bank.     In  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  extremely  unwise  to 
stop  the  circulation  of  country  bank  paper ; 
which  was,  in  most  instances,  the  repre- 
sentative of  houses,  land,  and  other  avail- 
able property.     That,  he  knew,  was  a 
sentiment  in  which  most  country  gentle- 
men participated.      It  was  well  known, 
that  the  Bank  already  possessed  the  power, 
by  its  operations  on  the  currency,  of  dimt* 
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nishing  or  augmenting  the  value  of  property 
twenty  or  thirty  per  cent.  He  knew  many 
instances  of  persons  who  had  purchased 
estates  being  completely  ruined  by  these 
sudden  fluctuations  of  the  currency.  If 
these  mischievous  effects  had  taken  place 
whilst  the  Bank  of  England  paper  formed 
only  part  of  the  circulation  of  the  country, 
what  evils  might  not  be  anticipated  if  the 
whole  circulation  were  placed  under  its 
control  ?  The  property  of  the  agricul- 
turists and  manufacturers  would  thus  be 
placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  twenty-four 
Bank  directors,  whenever  it  should  please 
them  to  contract  or  extend  their  issues. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  there  existed  a 
determination,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  to 
get  rid  of  all  competitors.  He,  however, 
acquitted  the  government  of  all  participa- 
tion in  such  a  scheme.  He  would  take 
that  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words, 
with  respect  to  the  recent  change  in  the 
government.  His  majesty  could  not  have 
appointed  any  persons  to  be  his  ministers, 
towards  whom  he  could  feel  more  regard 
than  towards  the  persons  who  now  held 
those  offices.  He  represented  a  large 
manufacturing  county ;  and  in  giving  his 
support  to  the  administration,  he  was  sure 
he  should  be  acting  up  to  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents. — ^The  hon.  baronet  concluded 
with  moving,  **  That  a  select  committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  or  any  Director  of  the  said  Bank, 
had  circulated  a  Letter,  tending  to  cast 
doubts  on  the  solidity  of  Private  Banks 
issuing  paper,  and  thereby  injuring  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  this  country." 

Mr.  Pearse  said,  that  the  author  of  the 
letter  was  a  director  of  the  Bank.  He 
was  certain  that  individual  would  be  ex- 
tremely sorry,  if  any  mischief  had  resulted 
1  from  the  publication  of  it.  A  more  honest 
or  well-intentioned  person  did  not  exist. 
With  respect  to  the  plan  itself,  when  its 
author  had  asked  him  his  opinion  of  it,  he 
had  told  him  he  thought  it  a  very  foolish 
one.  The  manner  in  which  the  letter  got 
into  circulation  was  this. — ^The  person  who 
drew  it  up  caused  about  a  dozen  copies  of 
it  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to 
his  particular  friends ;  and  one  of  those 
copies  found  its  way  into  a  public  journal. 
He  could  assure  the  House  that  the  plan 
had  met  with  no  encouragement  from  the 
directors ;  to  whom,  indeed,  it  had  never 
.  been  submitted  in  any  shape  whatever, 
2P 
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moBt  eoBdoMe,  and  shmved  thatitooghl 

Siitivttly  to  be  disfruichiaed.  As  to  that 
ovy  Btanburjf,  what  was  he  doing  at 
PanrfB,  with  hit  two  loomsy  Sec»p  just  at 
the  tkne  of  the  electkm  ?  What  passed 
hstween  Stanburv  and  the  deelors,  in  the 
shop,  was  not  known;  but  when  tb^ 
came  ont^  they  evidently  were  well  pleaaod, 
and  eaid  that  **  Stanbuiy  was  a  very  nice 
man."  Could  any  one  doubt  that  they 
had  then  leoeived  the  waM  of  their  ini- 

anity  ?  The  House  would  be  wanting;  in 
ns  xegard  to  its  own  dignity*  if  it  alta^ 
the  decision  to  which  it  had  already  come 
respecting  this  bilL 

Mr.  C.  N,  Palimer  was  an  enemy  to  cor- 
ruption, but  he  wouU  not  get  at  it  through 
injustice.  A  case  of  corruption  proved 
agaiast  fifteen  or  sixiaen  individuals  was 
not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  disfmndusing 
of  a  vrftole  boroufi^. 

Lend  MiUon  contended,  that  the  bo- 
lOugh  of  Penryn  sbguld  be  dealt  with  as  a 
commuiuty ;  and  that,  looking  to  its  history 
up  to  theprssent  time,  there  was  a  auffi- 
cmitcaae  made  out  to  justtly  its  disftui- 
chisement. 

Sir  E.  Carrmgton  forcibly  re-stated  his 
oliyections  to  the  bill,  contendiagon  grounds 
of  justice  and  general  policy,  that  no  ade- 
quate case  for  so  strong  a  measure  had 
been  made  out. 

Mr.  Secretary  Bourne  said,  he  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  second  reading 
of  this  biU,  althou|^  he  was  friendly  to  its 
principle.  He  had  opposed  it,  because  he 
wished  to  tiaasfer  the  elective  franchise  to 
the  neighbouring  hundreds.  The  House, 
however,  had  decided  against  him ;  and  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  dispute  that  de- 
cision. He  could  not  forget  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  1819,  when  thisboroush 
was  under  its  consideration  ;  and  he  shoiud 
therefore  vote  for  the  third  reading. 

Lord  Pabnenion  thought  that  no  per- 
son who  had  read  the  evidence,  and  heard 
the  witnesses  at  the  bar,  could  hesitate  as 
to  the  necessity  of  parliamentary  interfe- 
rence. Although  he  ahouU  have  liked  the 
bill  better  in  its  former  state,  yet,  as  the 
House  aeenied  to  prefer  it  in  ita  present,  he 
tiionld  ooadiaBy  soppoit  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Oaidbwn  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that,  although  the  guilt  was  not  so  gener^ 
in  the  bosougfa  aa  it  had  been  reptoented 
to  be,  vet,  tlMt  it  was  snficiently  so  to  caU 
npon  him  to  nark  Ua  sense  of  the  es-' 
ieling  oemqUioB.  He  would  theretoie 
v0Ce  inr  the  bilL 
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Lord  Bmnii^  could  not  bdp  considering 
this  question  judicially,  and  be  was  there- 
fore inclined  to  come  to  the  decision,  that 
the  gr^t  majority  of  voters  at  Penryn, 
not  Imving  been  found  guilty  of  any  crime, 
should  not  be  visited  with  a  punishment 
due  only  to  a  guilty  few. 

Lord  J.  Rmseilf  in  answer  to  the  argu- 
ments which  bad  been  urged,  said,  &at 
where  corruption  was  extensive,  the  guilt- 
less voters  were  those  alone  who  derived  no 
benefit  from  the  franchise.  When  the 
greater  portion  were  thus  degraded,  they 
became  idle  and  profligate.  By  accounts 
which  he  had  received  from  Grampound, 
he  was  assured,  that  the  town  had  taken  a 
start,  and  was  increasing  in  prosperity, 
since  the  means  of  corruption  were  taken 
away. 

Sir  fiharlet  Forbeg  ro6e»  to  oppose  the 
bill.  What,  he  asked,  wastheerime  for 
which  Penryn  was  to  be  punished  ?  Was 
it  anything  else  than  the  crime  of  being 
discovered?  This  wm  ito  offence.  In 
the  city  of  Canton  a  man's  handkerchief 
might  be  taken  from  his  person ;  And  if 
dexterouslv  abstracted,  the  lockers  on 
only  smilea  so  long  as  it  was  undetected; 
But  if  discovery  ensued,  then  down  came 
the  spectators  on  the  unfortunate  delin- 
quent. Just  so  was  it  with  Penryn.  The 
moment  that  its  acts  became  known,  down 
came  the  majority  of  that  House — to  do 
what?  To  puniui  a  crime  which  con* 
fessedly  was  practised  by  vrholesale  anmng 
themsdves.  Let  those  who  wished  to 
dispute  this  assertion,  lay  their  hands 
on  their  hearts,  and  reply,  whether  or  not 
that  which  he  said  was  the  truth.  When- 
ever  questions  of  this  description  came 
before  the  House,  he  invarubly  voted 
against  them.  He  of^med  them,  because 
he  could  never  bring  himself  to  punish 
partial,  petty  cases  of  allied  corruption, 
and  leave  the  more  enorauMs  ones  un- 
touched. If  the  House  were  prepaited  to 
enter  upon  a  thorough  reform  of  parija« 
ment,  a  measure  vmich  would  equally 
afiect  all  parties— and  if  they  were  further 
prepared  to  say  to  what  extent  they  would 
carry  that  reftvm,  and  what  they  exactly 
meant  by  it-*tfaen  they  were  doing  a  frir, 
intelligiUe  thing.  But  he  could  conceive 
no  greater  o^^-^J^  of  injustice,  than  for 
the  House  to  come  down  with  all  its  tre- 
attBdous  power  to  ovemriielm  an  individual 
borough,  for  an  offence  whkdi  all  knew 
to  be  extensively  prevalent  in  the  country. 
What!  was  it  fair,  wasithonealy  to  eon* 
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demn  the  trafficker  in  votes  of  some  15/. 
or  16/.  a  piece,  and  leave  unmolested  the 
corrupt  dealer  to  the  extent  of  thousands  ? 
Was  this  fair  legislation?  He  detested 
humbug,  and  wished  gentlemen  would 
speak  out.  He  regretted  that  he  did  not 
see  in  his  place  the  hon.  baronet,  the* 
member  for  Westminster;  for  he  should 
have  expected  from  him  the  same  bold 
expressions  of  indignation — the  same  sen- 
timents of  contempt  for  this  effort  of 
partial  and  unjust  legislation — ^with  which 
he  had  met  similar  cases.  But  that  hon. 
baronet,  much  to  his  surprise  and  reg^t, 
had  thought  proper  to  absent  himself 
from  his  place.  To  hear  gentlemen  talk 
of  Grampound,  Penryn,  and  other  places, 
in  the  terms  they  did,  one  would  suppose 
that  all  in  that  House  were  immacu- 
late !  That  they  never  heard  of  such 
a  thing  as  paying  for  votes — that  they 
never  heard  of  places  where,  not  merely 
money,  but  conscience  was  sacrificed — 
where'  candidates  were  bound  down  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  their  seats,  to  vote  what- 
ever the  case  might  be,  in  favour  of  the 
minister.  But,  so  it  was — ^when  an  un- 
fortunate crow  was  wounded,  the  whole 
flock  fell  upon  him,  until  not  a  feather 
was  left  in  their  victim.  He  would  ask, 
in  conclusion,  were  they  prepared  to  punish 
the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty  ?  He 
had  always  understood,  that  it  was  far 
better  that  ninety-nine  guilty  persons 
should  escape  punishment,  than  that  one 
innocent  man  should  suffer.  —Would  they 
reverse  this  maxim,  and  condeinn  all  the 
innocent,  lest  the  guilty  should  not  suffer  ? 
They  admitted  that  Penryn  was  only 
partially  guilty  ;  and  yet,  rather  than  not 
punish  at  all,  they  resolved  to  punish  with 
the  last  degree  of  severity.  He,  for  one, 
could  not  agree  in  the  propriety  of  that 
course,  and  was  prepared  neither  to  hang 
nor  to  transport,  but  to  acquit  Penryn. 
■  Mr.  David  Barclay  approved  of  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  baronet,  which 
resembled  that  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Westminster  on  the  Grampound  case, 
when  he  expressed  his  detestation  of 
hypocritical  cant.  He  declared  that  the 
electors  of  Penryn  were  not  the  corrupt 
body  they  were  represented  to  be. 

Mr.  Van  Homrigh  contended,  that  the 
evidence  in  this  case  went  no  further 
than  to  show  that  it  was  Stanbury  who 
practised  the  corruption;  and  as  he  was 
not  a  candidate,  he  had  committed  no 
p£fenoe  against  the  law.  by  spending  his 


money,  if  be  chose,  to  do  so  amongst  the 
electors.  He  believed  also  that  this  was 
the  first  instance  in  the  annals  of  parlia- 
ment that  a  Select  Committee  should 
declare  that  the  two  members  for  a  par- 
ticular borough  were  duly  elected,  and 
that  afterwards  the  House  should .  dis- 
franchise the  same  borough,  on  account  of 
acts  connected  with  that  very  election. 

The  question,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  Third  time,"  being  put,  the  House 
divided.  Ayes  145;  Noes  31. 

Sir  C.  Forbes  hoped  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  inquire,  what  new  light  .had 
suddenly  broke  in  upon  ministers,  that 
they  all  at  once  abandoned .  a .  position 
which  they  maintained  on  a  former  night  ? 
Were  they,  in  truth,  afraid  of  being  again 
discomfited  ?  Were  they  alarmed  at  the 
prospect  of  being  a  second  time  left  in  a 
minority  ?  Had  they  really  altered  their 
opinions  ?  If  so,  let  them  openly  acknow- 
l^ge  the  change.  L^  them  act  in  futuxe 
consistently  with  the  vote  of  that  night. 
Let  them  follow  up  this  partial  act  of  cor- 
rection by  broader  measures.  Let  them 
at  once  declare  themselves  the  partizans 
of  reform  [hear]. 

The  bill  was  then  pas^. 

List  of  the  Minority, 


Astell,  W. 
Arkwright,  R. 
Barclay,  C. 
Bailey,  H. 
Belfast,  earl  of 
Binning,  lord 
Borradaile,  R. 
Carriugton,  sir  £. 
Chaplain,  T. 
Clerk,  sir  G. 
Clinton,  F. 
Drake,  T.  T. 
Forbes,  sir  C. 
Forbes,  J. 
Grant,  sir  A. 
Hastings,  sir  C. 
Irving,  J. 


Keck,  G.  A.  L. 
Martin,  sir  T.  B. 
Maxwell,  H. 
Fenraddock,  J.  H. 
Perceval,  S. 
Petit,  L.  H. 
Rae,  sir  W. 
Saunderson,  A. 
Seymour,  H. 
Sibthorpe,  col. 
Townshend,  hon.  J, 
Van  Homrigh,  P. 
Vivian,  sir  R. 
Wyndham,  W. 

TELLERS. 

Barclay,  D. 
Manning,  W. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 
Friday  y  June  8. 

Kino's  Message  &£spectimg  PoRr 
TUOAL.]  The  order  of  the  day  being 
read,  for  taking  His  Majesty's  Speech  into 
consideration, 

Viscount  Dudley  and  Ward  said: — 
Although  I  cannot  anticipate  anydifier- 
ence  of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  sub- 
ject on  which  I  have  the  honour  to  ad* 
dress  your  lordships,  I  deem  it  more  coii'^ 
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venienty  and  more  respectful  to  your  lord- 
skips,  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  remarks. 
I  do  not  consider  that  I  am  placed  under 
the  necessity  of  saying  anything  in  support 
of  the  policy  which  originally  induced 
your  lordships  to  sanction  the  sending  of 
British  troops  to  Portugal.  The  grounds 
upon  which  that  measure  was  adopted 
were  explained  to  the  House  by  a  noble 
earl  (Bathurst)  whom  f  regret  not  to  see 
in  his  place,  because  I  am  sure  I  should 
have  profited  by  his  weight  and  authority, 
in  resisting  any  opposition  which  may  be 
made  to  the  address  which  I  shall  propose 
to  your  lordships.  The  statement  of  that 
noble  earl  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  this  House ; 
and  the  vote  for  enabling  his  majesty  to 
send  troops  to  the  aid  of  our  ally  was 
passed  without  a  dissentient  voice.  All 
the  noble  lords  who  spoke  on  that  occasion 
spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  the  measure. 
The  noble  ^on  (Holland)  and  the  noble 
marquis  (Lansdown)  near  me,  who  at 
that  time  sat  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  did .  not  hesitate  to  give  their 
assistance  to  the  proposal  of  his  majesty's 
government.  Above  all,  the  measure  was 
supported  by  that  great  general  and  states- 
man, whose  authority  is  of  so  much  weight 
in  all  military  and  civil  questions;  and 
whose  opinions  are  more  especially  en- 
titled to  respect  when  he  speaks  of  the 
affairs  of  a  country  which  he  so  long 
guided  by  his  counsels  and  protected  by 
his  arms ;  a  man  who,  if  he  will  allow  me 
to  say  so  much  of  him,  is  the  least  likely 
of  almost  any  one  with  whom  I  am  ac- 
quainted, both  from  his  extensive  experi- 
ence, and  from  the  natural  soundness  and 
vigour  of  his  understanding,  to  be  led 
away  by  any  fanciful  speculations  or  en- 
thusiastic projects.  Never,  perhaps,  was 
a  measure  proposed  to  parliament  which 
met  with  more  general  concurrence :  it 
was  considered,  in  fact,  not  as  a  question 
of  doubtful  policy,  but  as  a  measure 
necessarily  imposed  upon  us  by  the  obli- 
gations of  honour  and  good  faith.  I 
think  I  may  also  say,  that  scarcely  ever 
was  a  measure  adopted  which,  in  a  short 
time,  contributed  more  to  raise  the  already 
high  character  of  this  country  in  every 
part  of  Europe.  1  feel,  my  lords,  that  it 
would  be  disrespectful  to  your  lordships 
to  suppose  it  possible  that  any  alteration 
can  have  taken  place  in  your  opinions  on 
this  subject.     I  am  not  aware  of  anything 

that  ha?  occorred  which  can  bi^ye  occa^ 


sioned  any  alteration  of  those  sentiments. 
In  this  House,  not  the  slightest  objection 
was  made  to  the  measure ;    but  I  have 
heard  of  a  sort  of  apprehension  that  it 
might  involve  the  country  in  the  calamities 
of  a  war.      Now,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
effect  of  this  measure  has  been,  to  render 
altogether    hopeless    and    desperate    the 
designs  of  those  Portuguese  rebels,  which 
were  carried  on  for  some  time,  if  not  with 
the  absolute   assistance  of  the  Spanish 
government,  at  least  with  the  connivance 
and  support  of  the  Spanish  authorities. 
The  effect  of  this  measure  has  been,  to 
frustrate  those  designs,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent a  war,  which  must  have  been  calami- 
tous to  Spain  herself,  and  which  might 
have  endangered  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
In  calling  upon  this  House,  therefore,  to 
fulfil  this  promise  of  assistance,  and  to 
mamtain  the  course  of  policy  dictated  by 
good  faith,  as  well  as  by  the  interests  of 
this  country,  I  do  not  feel  myself  obli^ 
to  do  more  than  assu/e  your  lordships, 
that  the  circumstances  which  originally 
called  upon  us  to  send  aid  to  Portugal 
have  not  entirely  ceased  to  exist. .   It  is  a 
great  satisfaction  to  me,  however,  to  be 
enabled  to  inform  your  lordships,  that  they 
exist  in  a  much  more  mitigated  degree ; 
and  that  a  negotiation  has  been  entered 
into  between  the  governments  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  which,   promoted  by  the 
authority  and  interference  both  of  England 
and  France,  is  likely  to  end,  at  no  distant 
period,  in  an  accommodation  of  existing 
differences.     Such  an  accommodation  will 
relieve  us  from  the  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing troops  in  Portugal ;  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  we  ask  for  the  means  of  maintaining 
them  there,  so  long  as  the  honour  and 
security  of  our  allies  may  render  it  neces- 
sary.    Of  course  it  is  difficult  to  specify 
the  precise  time  at  which  it  may  be  expe- 
dient to  withdraw  them ;  it  is  not  a  thing 
capable  of  accurate  and  precise  specifica- 
tion.    Your  lordships  will,    I   am    sure, 
agree  with  me,  that  circumstances  which 
might  not  be  suflficient  to  induce  us  to 
send  troops  to  Portugal,  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  induce  us  not  to  withdraw  them. 
We  ought,  in  prudence,  to  have  a  reason- 
able assurance — ^and  I  trust  the  period  is 
not  far  distant  when  we  shall  have  that 
assurance— that  the  troops  may  be  with- 
drawn, without  the  hazard  of  a  recurrence 
of  those  circumstances  which  originally 
obliged  us  to  send  thero  thither.     How 
long  it  may  be  before  we  can  ha*' 
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reaaonaUe  assurance,  whedier  for  a  longer 
or  a  shorter  period,  it  is  Dot  possible  pre- 
cisely to  determiae ;  but  I  think  it  highly 
desirable,  that  the  principles  upon  which 
we  maintain  the  troops  in  Portugal  Aould 
not  be  misunderstood.  Those  principles, 
my  lords,  are  no  other  than  those  upon 
which  they  were  originally  sent  to  Por- 
tugal. What  I  now  say  on  this  subject, 
I  wish  to  be  considered  as  said*  in  the  face 
of  all  Europe;  and  I  am  the  more  de- 
sirous,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  dis- 
tinctly understood.  The  British  troops 
have  not  been  sent  to  Portugal  for  one 
ostensible  reason,  with  the  intention  of 
retaining  them  there  for  another  and  a 
different  reason.  It  was  not  to  mamtain 
any  political  institutions,  or  to  impose 
upon  Portugal  any  particular  f(Min  of 
government^  that  our  troops  were  sent  to 
that  country;  though  it  is  certainly  true, 
that  assistance  has  been  rendered  with  the 
greater  zeal  and  alacrity  by  one  free  people 
towards  another  people,  animated  by  a 
similar  spirit,  and  appreciating,  if  not 
enjoying,  the  benefit  of  similar  institu- 
tions. It  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting constitutional  Portugal,  or  of  an- 
noying despotic  Spain,  that  our  troops 
were  sent  to  Portugal :  it  was  to  defend 
Portugal,'  our  ancient  ally,  a  country 
which  we  were  bound  to  defend  by  the 
faith  of  treaties ;  and,  if  not  by  the  faith 
of  treaties,  by  the  strongest  ties  of  politi- 
cal expediency.  These  were  the  principles 
on  which  the  government  originally  acted 
in  sending  troops  to  Portugal ;  and,  though 
it  is  impossible  to  point  out  the  precise 
moment  at  which  they  can  be  prudently 
withdrawn,  the  period,  I  hope,  is  not  far 
distant.  I  think  it  right  to  give  this  public 
and  distinct  assurance,  that  these  are  the 
principles  on  which  they  will  be  kept 
there.— There  is  another  point  on  which 
I  wish  to  make  one  or  two  observations. 
My  noble  friend  opposite  (lord  Ellen- 
borough)  inquired  on  two  former  occasions, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  govern- 
ment to  lay  any  papers  before  the  House 
relative  to  this  subject.  On  those  occa- 
sions, I  answered  my  noble  friend's  ques- 
tion in  the  negative.  To  state  the  reasons 
why  I  resist  the  production  of  papers, 
would,  in  genera],  be  nearly  equivident  to 
producing  the  papers  themselves ;  and,  I 
believe,  I  might  rner  for  a  justification  of 
my  refusal  to  the  general  resnonsibility  of 
the  government,  and  to  its  right  to  exer- 
cise a  discretion  on  such  occasions.    As 


I  am  derirous,  kowefsr,  to  give  atf  n«eb 
satisfttction  to  this  House,  and  to  every 
individual  member  of  it,  as  is  consistent 
with  my  public  duty,  I  will  state  thus 
much : — It  is  obvious  that  ^e  cosat  fmderis 
which  called  upon  ua  to  send  troops  to 
Portugal,  was  a  case  more  or  less  against 
Spain.  I  admit  that,  if  things  wore  an 
unfavourable  aspect,  and  there  was  a  ten- 
dency to  a  complete  rupture  rather  than 
to  an  accommodation  of  diierenoes,  it 
might  be  highly  proper  to  lay  pupess  be- 
fore  the  House.  But  when,  fortunately, 
things  have  taken  a  difierent  turn — when 
the  conduct  of  Spain  has^  been  concilia- 
tory, and  there  are  sanguine  hopes  of  an 
accommodation,  this  is  surely  not  the 
moment  to  lay  papers  on  the  table,  the 
tenor  of  which  papers  must  be,  to  make 
out  a  case  against  Spain.— The  noble 
viscount  concluded  by  moving  an  Address 
to  his  Majesty,  assuring  his  Majesty  of 
the  perfect  concurrence  of  that  House,  in 
enabling  his  Majesty  to  provide  for  any 
additional  expenses  that  might  arise  on 
account  of  the  continuance  of-  the  British 
forces  in  Portugal* 

Earl  Orey. — It  is  not  my  intention  tO' 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  present  motion ; 
but  I  feel  it  necessary  to  state  shortly,  the. 
terms  upon  which  I  assent  to  it,  and  to 
make  some  reservation  as  to  the  opinions 
whkh  I  may  consider  it  my  duty  to  de- 
clare, at  a  period  better  suited  to  discus- 
sion. In  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
noble  viscount  at  the  eonclusbn  or  his 
speech,  I  have  to  declare  my  unqualified 
concurrence.  I  certainly  think  it  would 
not  be  right  to  press  ministers  for  the  pro* 
duction  of  any  papers,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  he  has  stated.  It  is  quite 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  House  of  the  im« 
propriety  of  any  such  production,  to  state 
that  there  are  negotiations  pending,  of  the 
amicable  termmation  of  whkh  a  strong 
hope  is  entertained,  and  which  might  to 
interrupted  or  defeated  by  producing  doca«- 
ments  of  a  hostile  character.  I  am,  there* 
fore,  not  one  of  those  who  would  PveM 
the  noble  lord  for  any  documents  of^thia 
description  s  but  I  may  regret,  that  after 
so  long  a  period  has  elapsed  since  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  of  sending  troops 
to  Portugal,  no  greater  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  work  of  pacifk»tion,  and  that 
ministers  are  not  prepared  to  statBi  that 
this  great  and  salutary  object  has 
not  been  accomplished.  If  I  before  iUt 
some   degree   or    disappoiatmenty    that 
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JSmffduktoMBLty  ift  inaeased  by  the  na-* 
tttve  of  the  |ireteiit  meam^,  and  by  the 
■csBty  explaDatioii  of  it  which  has 
been  gifen  by  the  noble  ▼iacount.  Am  I 
to  ttnwaland  from  the  address  to  his  ina-> 
ioty  in  answer  to  his  message,  assaring 
him  of  our  readiness  to  give  him  sopport 
for  the  defence  of  Portugal,  in  the  shape 
of  a  vote  of  credit,  for  no  less  than  half 
a  million,  that  this  vote  vis  solely  for  the 
mirpoee  of  maintaining  the  troops  now  in 
rortttgal  ?  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  so  un- 
denfeuid  it. 

The  number  of  British  troops  now  in 
Portugal  amounts  to  about  5,000;  and 
I  brieve  the  expense  of  mafntaininfi^ 
such  a  force  woula  not  exceed  160,0001. 
or  at  most  200,000/.  a  year.  Now,  this 
sum  has  already  been  voted  m  the  usual 
grants  for  the  army;  and  no  additional 
sum,  therefore,  would  be  required,  on  ac- 
oount  of  the  detachment  of  this  foroe  to 
Portugal.  I  am  aware  it  may  be  said,  that 
additional  expenses — such  as  those  for 
equipment,  for  the  commissariat  and  fo- 
raging departments— are  increased  in  the 
employment  of  troops  in  a  foreign  coun« 
try.  Against  these  additional  expenses, 
however,  are  to  be  set  others  of  a  similar 
description,  which  would  have  been  in- 
currea  at  home;  such  as  marching  ex- 

r>es,  expenses  for  fuel,  barracks,  &c. 
fact,  the  whole  of  the  extraordinary 
expenses  incurred  abroad,  might  be  cover- 
ed by  the  provision  made  under  the  usual 
head  of  army  extraordinaries ;  and  your 
kudships  are  aware,  that  the  additional 
sum  granted  under  that  head  in  the  other 
House  of  parliament  was  voted  on  the 
express  ground  of  the  increased  expense 
attending  the  employment  of  the  troops 
in  Poitugal.  After  me  whole  expenses  of 
the  corps  now  in  Portugal  have  been  pro- 
i^ed  for  by  the  grant  voted  in  the  other 
Hipuse,  we  are  now  called  upon  for  a  fur- 
th^  sum,  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
maintttiance  of  a  force  double  the  amount 
of  the  British  troops  in  that  country. 
These  circumstances,  I  confess,  excite  m 
my  mind  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  and 
alarm.  The  nc^ie  viscount,  instead  of 
assuring  us  that  the  employment  of  the 
British  forces  has  been  already  effectual 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  sent 
to  Portugal,  now  calls  upon  us  for  a  fur- 
ther supply,  foreseeing,  I  suppose,  the  pos- 
sibility of  further  difficulties  and  dangers, 
which  he  has  hitherto  been  unable  to  avert. 
Inatead  of  asBuriog  the  House,  that  the 


measures  abeadv  adopted,  in  defence  of 
our  ally,  were  likely  to  render  it  unneces- 
sary to  impose  any  further  burthens  on 
the  British  public,  ministers  are  unable  to 
hold  out  any  definite  prospect  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops;  on  the  contrary, 
they  feel  it  necessary  that  their  hands 
should  be  fortified  with  the  means  of 
canying  on  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  Portugal  to  a  much  greater  extent. 
If  I  do  not  press  for  further  information, 
I  abstain  solely  on  the  ground  of  my  un- 
willingness to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the 
negotiations  said  to  be  pending;  on  the 
satisfactory  termination  of  which  the  peace 
and  security,  not  only  of  this  country  and 
of  Portugal,  but  of  all  Europe,  may  de- 
pend. In  so  doing,  I  reserve  to  myself 
the  right  of  questioning,  hereafter,  if  I  find 
it  necessary,  the  whole  conduct  of  minis- 
ters with  regard  to  this  measure.  The  no^ 
ble  viscount  observed,  that  our  troops 
were  sent  to  Portugal,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  supporting  constitutional  Portugal,  or 
of  annoying  despotic  Spain,  but  solely  on 
the  ground  of  a  treaty,  which  obliged  us 
to  defend  an  ancient  and  faithful  ally. 
Whether  the  easu$fiBderis  which  called 
upon  us  to  interfere  was  clearly  made  out, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  however  inter- 
ference might  be  justified  upon  the  broader 
ground  of  policy,  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary for  us  to  take  measures  to  prevent 
France  from  obtaining  that  power  and  pre- 
ponderance ovv  the  whole  of  the  Penin- 
sula, which  could  not  but  be  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain.  The 
passage  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  viscount 
to  which  I  have  adverted  is  not  quite  con- 
sistent with  another  passage,  in  which  he 
declared,  that  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
British  government  have  had  the  effect  of 
rendering  desperate  the  attempts  of  the 
Portuguese  insurgents  to  overthrow  the 
constitutional  government  of  Portugal.  I 
think  the  independence  of  Portugal  a  great 
object ;  but  I  do  hope,  that  in  pursuing 
that  object  we  shall  not  suffer  ourselves  to 
be  led  into  the  support  of  a  principle  which 
can  never  be  acted  upon  without  detriment 
to  this  country.  With  the  constitution  of 
Portugal  we  have  nothing  to  do.  It  was 
not  our  work.  It  was  not  recommended 
by  us.  Whether  it  be  good  or  bad ;  whe^ 
ther  it  be  more  or  less  consonant  to  the 
interests  of  the  people ;  whether  it  be  more 
or  less  accordant  to  their  desires  or  dis- 
positkms ;  whether  the  party  opposing  or 
supporting  it  be  right  or  wrong ;  whether 
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Don  Pedro,  having  made  his  election  of 
the  Crown  of  Brazil,  and  having  resigned 
the  Crown  of  Portugal,  had  a  right  to  send 
a  constitution  to  Portugal,  and  enforce 
obedience  to  it — all  these  are  questions 
with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do  :  they 
are  questioiis  for  the  Portuguese  them- 
selves to  decide;  and  any  interference 
with  them,  on  our  part,  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  those  national  rights,  and  that  na- 
tional independence,  which  it  is  our  duty, 
on  all  occasions,  to  support.  *  The  noble 
viscount  has  stated,  that  our  troops  have 
jiot  been  sent  to  Portugal,  and  that  they 
are  not  now  maintained  there,  for  any 
such  purpose.  If  this  be  the  case,  I  trust 
that,  from  the  moment  satisfaction  can  be 
obtained, from  Spain,  that  no  invasion  or 
aggression  will  be  attempted  against  Por- 
tugal, the  maintenance  of  British  forces  in 
that  country  will  cease,  and  that  thev  will 
not  be  kept  there  under  the  idea  of  sup- 
porting one  party  against  another,  or  of 
upholding  a  constitution  with  which  we 
have  no  concern,  and  with  which  it  is  nei- 
ther consistent  with  the  interests  of  this 
country,  nor  with  the  faith  of  treaties,  nor 
with  the  principles  upon  which  the  law  and 
independence  of  nations  are  founded,  to 
interfere.  In  looking  to  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  government  has  to  contend, 
it  is  impossible  not  to  look  back  also  to 
the  causes  which  produced  them.  Those 
difficulties  arise  from  their  having  origin- 
ally suffered  the  French  ta  invade  Spain, 
without  regarding  what  was  due  to  die 
honour,  and  still  less  what  accorded  with 
the  interests  of  the  country.  We  were 
then  in  a  situation  to  reap  advantages  from 
a  decisive  course  of  policy,  which  it  is 
doubtful  whether  any  pending  negotiations 
can  secure  to  us.  I  shall  be  satisfied,  if 
by  an  amicable  arrangement  we  can  pro 
cure  the  evacuation  of  Spain  by  the  French 
at  the  same  time  that  we  evacuate  Portu- 
gal ;  and  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  insist 
upon  this  as  a  necessary  condition  in  our 
egotiations.  The  French  have  now  been 
four  years  in  Spain.  Upon  what  pretext 
they  remain  there  I  know  not  They 
originally  went  there  under  the  pretence  of 
rescuing  the  monarch  of  Spain  from  the 
hands  of  a  faction,  which,  by  means  of  a 
military  force,  was  said  to  overpower  the 
real  dispositions  of  the  people.  Their 
object  has  long  since  been  effected.  The 
Cortes  have  been  suppcessed :  those  rebels 
And  traitors,  as  they  are  represented  by 
lome,  but  those  virtuous  and  sufTeriog 
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patriots,  as  they  are.  regarded  by  others, 
are  now  dispersed  over  the  face  of  Europe, 
the  ol^ectE  of  compassion  to  every  generous 
and  feeling  mind.  The  Fjench  have  now 
no  pretence  for  remaining  in  Spain,  if  it 
be  really  true  that  the  dispositions  of  the 
people  are  favourable,  to  the  monarch  and 
the  government ;  and  if  their  presence  be 
necessary  to  support  the  govemmentyitisa 
government  which  ought  not  to  be  support- 
ed. It  has  been  said,  that  there  is  this  di&r- 
ence  between  the  situation  of  Spain  and 
Portugal ;  that  in  Spain  the  general  dis- 
positions and  feelings  of  the  people  are 
decidedly  in  favour  of  an  absolute  king, 
and  that  in  Portugal  the  dispositions  of 
the  people  are  as  decidedly  in  favour  of.  a 
constitutional  government.  By  aome  sin- 
gular fatality,  however,  it  is  found  oeoeyi- 
sary  by  the  French  to  continue  Zfi  army  in 
Spain  for  the  support  of  the  absolute 
monarchy  to  which  the  people  are  so  much 
attached ;  while  we  are  supposed  .to  main- 
tain an  army  in  Portugal,  under  the  ap- 
prehension, that  if  it  were  withdrawn,  the 
constitutional  government,  oC  which  the 
people  are  so  fond,  would  be  immediately 
overthrown !  These  are  the  difficulties  in 
which  people  and  governments  are  placed, 
by  departing  from  a  liberal  and  enlighten* 
ed  policy.  I  earnestly  hope,  that  the 
government  may  still  return  to  those  prin- 
ciples. Had  his  majesty's  ministers  ori- 
ginally acted  upon  them,  I  feel  persuaded 
that  the  object  sought  by  the  pending  ne- 
gotiations— a  consummation  devoutly  to 
be  wished  for — ^would  have  been  already 
accomplished;  and  that  they  would  not 
feel  tnemselves  obliged,  after  such  a 
lapse  of  time,  and  so  large  an  expendi- 
ture, to  call  upon  this  House  to  strengthen 
their  hands,  with  a  view  of  providing 
against  still  existing  dangers,  and  in  ex- 
planation of  the  grounds  on  which  I  give  a 
qualified  assent  to  the  present  motion. 
The  Address  was  agreed  to,  nem.  dis. 
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Cape  of  Good  Hope — Petition  roa 
A  Representative  GovEnNMENT.] 
Mr.  Baring  rose  to  present  a  Petition, 
signed  by  the  majority  of  the  most  respect- 
able residents  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
complaining  of  the  maladministration  of 
the  afiairs  of  that  colony,  for  some  years 
past.  When  the  House  considered  that 
this  colony  was  gradually  growing  iqIq 
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greki  importance,  he  was  sure  the  petition 
would  meet  with  that  attention  which  it 
Merited.    The  Cape,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, was  peculiarly  situated  with  refer- 
ence to  the  state  of  other  colonies,  where 
the  principles  of  the  British  constitution 
were  firmly  established.  He  knew  not  why 
a  solitary  exception  should  be  made  with 
regard  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.   It  was 
painful  to  think  that  the  residents  in  that 
cokwy  lived  under  a  system  of  government, 
as  despotic  as  that  of  Turkey.     There  was 
no  trial  by  jury ;  and  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  colonists  were  dependant '  on 
the  arbitrary  will  and  disposal  of  those  who 
were  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  go- 
vernor. Thus  circumstanced,  the  colonists 
had  no  other  resource  t|^an  to  apply  to 
parliamenty  for  that  redress  for  which  they 
vainly  looked  elsewhere.   Sixteen  hundred 
individuals,  composing  the  respectability 
and  intelligence  of  the  colony,  had  signed 
this  petition.     The  petitioners  disclaimed 
any  desire  to  cast  any  personal  imputations 
on  the  character  of  lord  C.  Somerset ;  but, 
whether  the  malpractices  complained  of 
were  occasioned  by  the  late  governor,  or 
in  consequence  of  orders  from  home,  they, 
in  either  case,  called  for  a  speedy  remedy. 
For  the  last  fifteen  years,  a  system  of  mal- 
administration had  been  pursued  m  that 
colony,  to  an  extent  which  was  quite  lament- 
aUe.    The  hon.  gentleman  then  referred 
to  the  state  of  the  currency  at  the  Cape, 
and  passed  some  severe  strictures  on  the 
conduct  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  pre- 
side over  that  department.     The  simplest 
clerk  in  any  of  the  banking  establishments 
of  this  country  would  have  been  utterly 
ashamed  of  himself,  were  he  to  transact 
business  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
practised  at  the  Cape.      These  were  sub- 
jects which  he  haa  no  doubt  would  be 
looked  into  by  the  noble  lord  now  at  the 
head  of  the  colonial  department ;   but  he 
must  say,  that  no  slight  or  partial  measure 
would  remedy  the  evils  of  which  the  peti- 
tioners complained.   It  would  be  necessary 
to  give  to  tne  inh8ft>itants  of  that  colony 
some  authority  in  the  colony  to  which  they 
could  make  their  complaints,  and  in  which 
diey  could  place  confidence ;  for  hitherto 
they  had  no  such  resource.     His  opinion 
was,  that  the  colonists  should  possess  some 
local  popular  organ,  through  which  their 
oompmints  might  be  made  public.   At  the 
present  moment,  the  only  answer  made  to 
persons  making  complaints  in  print  was,  to 
Mad  them  out  of  the  colony.    This  course 


was  recently  adopted  towards  an  individual, 
whose  only  offence: was  publishing  some 
extracts  froYn  the  London   papers.    He 
thought  the  colonists  of  the  Cape  were 
entitled  to  have  some  legislative  body  which 
should  exercise  a  power  independent  of 
the  governor.    There  should  also  be  made 
an  improvement  in  the  judicial  system,  by 
rendering  the  judges  independent  of  the 
governor.     These  changes  would  have  a 
most  salutary  effect  on  the  colony,  by  giving 
the  people  an  influence  in  the  institutions 
by  which  they  were  governed.     He  would 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  longer, 
but  move  that  the  petition  be  brought  up. 
Mr.  W.Horton  was  far  from  thinking 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  unde- 
serving of  attention  ;    but  he  must,  in  the 
outset,  protest  against  what  seemed  to  be 
assumea  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  up 
to  the  present  moment,  nothmg  had  been 
done  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  at  the  Cape,  and  that  now,  and 
now  only,  some  steps  for  that  purpose  were 
commeni^.     This  mode  of  dealing  with 
the  question  was,  he  considered,  extremely 
unjust  to  fte  late  administration  of  the 
colonial  department.     The  colony  of  the 
Cape  was,  it  should  be  recollected,  ours  by 
conquest,  and  from  the  commencement  was 
governed  by  laws,  wholly  different  from 
ours ;  but  it  had  been  the  endeavour  of  the 
colonial  department  gradually  to  assimilate 
them  to  ours.     In  1832,  he  himself  moved 
in  that  House  for  the  appointment  of  a 
commission  (which    was  now  mentioned 
as  if  it  was  heard  of  only  for  the  first  time) 
to  make  inquiries  into  several  departments 
of  government  at  the  Cape.    That  com- 
mission was,  for  a  considerable  time,  in 
active  employment,  and  much  of  the  result 
of  its  labours   were  already  before  the 
House.     Was  it  not,  then,   most  unfair 
to  state,  that  now  for  the  first  time  steps 
were  taken  by  the  colonial  department  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  colony  ?    It 
had  been  said  by  the  hon.  member,  that 
a  kind  of  legislative  assembly  or   repre- 
sentative government  should  be  given  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape.     Were  not 
hon.  members  aware,  that  the  Mauritius, 
Ceylon,  New  South  Wales,  Van  Dieman's 
Land,  and  other  British    colonies,  were 
without  representative  governments,  though 
it  was  welt  known  that  some  of  them  were 
inhabited  almost  exclusively  by  English- 
men, or  their  descendants  ?     But,  even  to 
this  point   the   attention  of  the  colonial 
government  bad  been  given.    He  would 
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read  to  the  HouBe  an  extract  ci  a  letter 
from  general  Bird  to  lord  Batburst  on 
thiB  sul^t.    Here  the  right  hoa.  genUe- 
man  read  the  extract,  in  which  the  general, 
after  pointing  ont  many  changes  in  the 
administration  of  the  colony,   observed, 
that  the  inhabitants  did  not  possess  within 
themselves  the  materials  for  forming  a  re- 
presentative body.    He  did  not  even  think 
that  they  were  fit  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
trial  by  jury,  except  in  criminal  cases.    It 
was  proposed  to  establish  a  council  similar 
to  the  India  council.    It  was  also  intended 
to  have  a  reform  in  the  judicial  system 
of  the  colony ;  and  with  these  alterations, 
he  thought  it  better  to  wait  until  the 
colony  was  ripe  for  a  more  enlarged  scale 
of  improvement,  than  to   begin  with   a 
system  which  the  colony  was  not  in   a 
condition  to  reeaive.  Many  improvements 
in  the  administration  of  the  colony  were 
already  in  progress,  the  result  of  diligent 
investigation,  which  had  been  carrying  on 
for  the  last  four  years.     It  was  no  valid 
objection  to   the   administration  of   the 
colony,   to  say  that,  for  some  years,  its 
currency  had  been  in  an  unsettled  state. 
The  same  might  be  said  of  the  currency  of 
this  country  for  many  years ;  during  which 
much  ignorance  prevailed  on  subjects  con- 
nected with  it,  on  which,  within  the  last 
few  years,  much  sounder  principles  pre- 
vailed.   The  establishment  of  one  general 
standard  for  the  currency  of  the  colonies 
would  be  {NPoductive  of  much  benefit,  in 
this  respect.    He  would  now  advert  to  a 
subject  oi  a  nature  personal  to  himself^ 
He  alluded  to  a  pamphlet  which  had  re- 
cently been  published  by  sir  Rufane  Don- 
kin,  reflecting  on  what  ne(Mr.  W.  Horton) 
was  supposed  to  have  said,  in  that  House. 
This  mode  of  proceeding  on  a  public  ques- 
tion was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  very  incon- 
venient; for  the  gallant  officer  might  have 
brou|;ht  the  subject  before  the  House  by 
petition.     In  that  pamphlet,  he  (Mr.  W. 
Horton)  was  made  to  say,   that  sir  R. 
Donkin  had  offered  to  make  charges,  and 
then  withdrew  them.    Now,  he  had  never 
said  any  such  thing ;  but  he  had  read  a 
letter,  in  which  sir  Rufane  declared,  that 
he  had  that  to  disclose,  which  would  cover 
lord  C.  Somerset  with  ruin."  A  letter  was 
written  by  lord  Bathurst's  order,  calling  on 
the  gallant  general  to  produce  his  charges ; 
and  he  then  denied  that  he  had  any  charge 
to  make,  or  that  he  had  intended  to  make 
any.    He  said,  he  had  no  direct  charges  to 
hriogf  but  that  he  would  make  disclosures. 
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I  Now,  m  die  ordinary  acoeptation  of  ian<> 
guage,  when  a  man  aakl  he  had  disdosiues 
to  make  which  would  cover  another  with 
ruin,  was  it  not  natural  to  suppose  that  he 
had  m  his  possesskw  matlevs  of  dmrge 
against  the  party  alluded  to  ?  tie  wasaot 
called  upon  to  bring  forward  a  publtc  ac* 
cnsatwn,  or  to  impeach  lord  Charles 
Somerset.  He  was  only  required  to  bring 
forward  his  disclosures;  and  ^n  he 
stated,  that  he  had  no  charge  to  make* 
But  the  fact  was,  he  had  no  disdosuies  to 
make,  whk:h  were  not  already  known  to 
the  colonial  department  through  other 
sources. 

Mr.  Maherfyf  in  referenoe  to  what  had 
&llen  from  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Baring) 
respecting  the  |lleged  maladministialkm 
of  the  colony  for  fifteen  years,  oboerved^ 
that  such  a  sweeping  charge  wonld  un- 
justly include  the  government  of  4lie  cok>* 
ny  during  the  adroinirtration  of  sir  R. 
Donkin.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
at  the  time  sir  R.  Donkin  left  the  Ci^, 
he  received  the  most  marked  testimomals 
of  the  approbation  of  the  colonists.  He 
had  also  the  entire  approval  of  his  majea* 
ty's  government  at  home.  There  was  no 
ground,  therefore,  for  including  his  govern- 
ment in  the  administration  spoken  of.  He 
had/oimd  the  finances  of  the  eokmy  in  m 
very  embarrassed  situation ;  bnt  he  had  ao 
improved  them,  that  at  his  departure  be 
left  125,000  rix  dollars  in  the  treasviy. 
With  respect  to  the  pamphlet,  he  did  not 
advise,  or  approve  or,  its  publication ;  for 
he  agreed  Uiat  it  was  a  very  inconvenient 
mode  of  discussing  the  merits  of  a  public 
question :  but  he  must  say,  that  sir  R. 
Donkin  was  at  all  times  ready  to  state  his 
disclosures,  provided  an  opportunity  were 
given  to  him.  This  was  fair;  and  all  that 
could  be  expected  from  the  gallant  officer. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  there  were  great  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  sir  R.  Donkin's  bring- 
ing forward  a  public  accusation,  which,  if 
he  were  anxious  to  undertake  the  task,  he 
would  be  unable4o  surmount,  withoot  the 
aid  of  the  colonial  depaftment.  The  heade 
of  that  department  owed  it  to  the  colohlsts 
to  institute  an  inquiry,  where  their  interest* 
were  concerned,  and  when  importaqt 
charges  were  offered  to  be  proved.  As  it 
was  acknowledged,  that  the  colonial  de- 
partment had  long  been  aware  of  the  dis* 
closures  whkh  sir  R.  Donkin  could  have 
made,  it  reflected  strongly  on  them,  that 
they  had  not  instituted  some  inquiry  oa 
the  subject. 
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Mr.  Camiimg  asked  wlKther  any  depart- 
nant  could  paxaae  a  coune  move  fair  thao 
that  which  had  hean  taken  by  h>fd  Bathurst 
on  diia  occasioii  7  A  gallant  officer  came 
forward  and  stated,  that  he  was  in  possea* 
sion  of  information  which  would  be  the 
ruin  cf  the  head  of  one  of  the  colonial  go- 
vernments. What  could  lord  Bathurst 
imagine  from  that,  but  that  the  individual 
making  the  offer  was  prepared  to  bring 
forward  his  charge  ?  So  far  from  thinking 
that  the  noble  lord  had  not  gone  far 
enough  in  giving  htm  the  opportunity,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  he  had  gone  rather  too 
far.  if  it  were  his  own  case,  he  would 
say,  that  it  waa  not  unMr  to  call  on  the 
indivMual  miJdng  the  offer  (approver  or 
informer  he  would  not  caU  him)  to  bring 
forward  his  statement.  He  would  have 
gone  Anther  and  asked  him  to  give  his  in- 
formation in  writing.  It  would  never,  for 
a  moment,  have  entered  into  his  head  to 
have  received  his  disclosures  at  a  private 
interview,  and  to  leave  the  question,  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  information  given,  to  de- 
pend afterwards  on  the  veracity  of  him  or  his 
mformant.  He  would  never  have  admitted 
him  to  such  interview,  unless  a  third  party 
was  present,  to  take  down  all  that  was 
communicated.  Instead,  therefore,  of  be- 
lieving that  any  ground  of  complaint  ex- 
isted, on  the  score  of  the  information  hav- 
in|^  been  rejected,  he  thought  a  question 
might  arise,  that  it  was  too  easily  admitted. 
But  did  the  noble  lord,  then  at  the  head 
of  the  colonial  department,  stop  there? 
On  the  contrary,  he  made  inquiry  at  the 
Cape  into  the  matters  which,  from  other 
sources,  were  known  to  constitute  the  of- 
fered disclosures,  and  the  result  of  that 
inquiry  would,  in  a  short  time,  be  lakl  be- 
fore the  House.  Now,  whether  the  con- 
duct of  sir  R.  Donkin  was  too  rash  at 
first,  he  would  not  say,  as  that  was  not 
the  proper  time  or  place  for  entering  into 
the  affair ;  but  he  must  observe,  that  as 
the  head  of  a  department,  the  conduct  of 
the  late  colonial  secretary  was  throughout 
uneiceptionable. 

Mr.  Hnd$(m  Gumey  said,  that  he  thought 
it  must  be  suflficienUv  difficult,  even  for 
the  government  itsel^  to  appreciate  the 
truth  of  these  conflicting  allegations. 
Those  in  the  employ  of  government  would 
hardly  venture  to  give  very  perfect  inform- 
atmn;  whilst  il  was  notorious  that, 
amongst  the  Dutch  inhabiunts,  there  was 
that  tenor  of  the  local  authorities,  that 
however  loud  their  complaints  to  iodi- 


viduals,  they  were  not  found  to  come  for-> 
ward  to  substantiate  their  statements; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  those  made  by 
disappointed  settlers  were  obnozknis  to 
great  suspicion.  It  was,  however,  evident, 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  framing  such 
institutions  as  should  give  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  tliat  colony  some  sense  of  indi- 
vidual security ;  not  only  with  a  view  to 
their  own  well-being,  but  as  creating  a 
greater  attachment  in  so  important  a  pos- 
session to  the  rule  of  England  than  proba- 
blv  now  subsisted.  There  was  one  class 
01  persons,  Mr.  Oumey  added,  the  credi- 
tors of  the  Orphan  Chamber,  previously  to 
the  capture  by  the  English,  whose  case  he 
still  hoped  woidd  not  be  lost  sight  of  by 
government;  and  who  appeared  to  hnn 
to  be  beyond  question  entitled  to  redress. 
Mr.  Barwg  said,  that  let  the  colonial 
department  ask  any  of  the  inhabitants, 
not  actually  in  office  there,  and  they  would 
find  them  unanimous  in  their  opinkxi  of 
the  maladministration  by  which  tne  colony 
was  so  long  afflicted.  As  to  die  commis- 
sion which  had  been  sent  out,  he  believed 
it  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  its  chief 
results  were  increased  charges  and  salaries, 
without  any  practical  benefit  to  die  colony. 
Was  it  not  well  known  that  there  was  no 
such  thing  in  the  colony  as  the  liberty  of 
the  press— that  the  judges  were  removable 
at  tne  will  of  the  governor?  And  he 
would  ask  the  veriest  Tory  in  that,  or, 
what  was  worse,  in  the  other  House  of 
ParUament,  was  that  a  state  of  things  un- 
der which  Englishmen  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  continue  ?  It  was  said,  that  other  Eng- 
lish colonies  had  no  representative  govern- 
ment. So  much  the  gpreater  disgrace  to 
the  government  at  home,  if  they  were  in  a 
condition  to  receive- it.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  refused  to  give  a  representative 
government  until  the  colonies  were  ripe  to 
receive  it,  he  would  tell  him  that  they 
would  never  be  ripe  until  they  got  it.  If 
he  treated  them  like  children,  and  never 
set  them  on  their  legs,  they  would  never 
be  able  to  walk  like  men.  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  withheld  constitutions 
from  the  colonies,  until  they  were  fit  to 
receive  them,  he  would  tell  him  that,  if  he 
lived  ten  ^centuries,  he  would  never  see 
them  in  a  proper  state  lo  receive  them. 
He  meant  to  cast  no  aspersions  on  the  go- 
vernment of  sir  R.  Donkin.  He  knew 
nothing  of  it  As  to  that  of  lord  Caledon, 
he  believed  the  noble  lord  did  as  much  as 
any  man  oould  do  to  make  despotisas 
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tolerable ;  but  Englishmen  should  not  de- 
pend for  their  prosperity  or  comfort,  on 
the  personal  feeling  of  any  governor. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Kikg's  M£SSao£  respecting  Portu- 
gal.] The  House  having  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Canning  rose.  He  said,  that  on  a 
former  evening,  when  he  had  brought  for- 
ward his  statement  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  he  had  informed  the 
committee  that  he  should  have  to  ask  it  for 
an  additional  vote  of  credit  of  500,000/., 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the,  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  further  continu- 
ance of  his  majesty's  forces  in  Portu- 
gal. The  grounds  on  which  those  forces 
were  sent  to  Portugal  had  been  so  fully 
explained  to  the  House,  and  so  nearly 
unanimously  approved  by  it,  that  he  held 
it  unnecessary  to  refer  to  them;  and  he 
had  little  further  to  say  at  present,  than 
that  the  same  causes  which  induced  his 
majesty  to  determine  on  sending  that  expe- 
dition, though  diminished  in  their  operation, 
still  existed  in  sufHcient  force  to  reader  the 
continuance  of  our  army  in  Portugal  ne- 
cessary. On  the  first  occasion,  when  he 
mentioned  thb  subject,  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  stating,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  explain  the  full  extent  of  the 
grounds  on  which  his  majesty's  determina- 
tion was  founded,  without  entering  into 
an  hostile  explanation  of  the  conduct  of 
Spain,  which  it  was  undesirable  to  give 
whilst  there  were  any  hopes  of  adjustment 
existing.  If,  in  the  hope  of  adjustment 
at  a  time  when  irritation  prevailed,  and 
menace  was  employed,  it  was  prudent  to 
abstain  from  irritating  discussion,  much 
more  prudent  was  such  a  course  now, 
when  the  most  sanguine  expectations  were 
entertained,  that  all  the  causes  which  we 
had  for  distrust  were  coming  to  a  speedy 
termination.  The  mere  fact  of  sending 
our  troop  to  Portugal  had  met,  repelled, 
and  anticipated  the  danger  of  ruin  which 
threatened  that  country.  That  danger 
had  been  repelled — ^not  by  any  active. ex- 
ertions— ^but  by  the  mere  presence  of  the 
British  forces  on  the  soil  of  Portugal.  He 
would  not  pretend  to  deny  that  there  had 
been  differences  and  variations  of  counsels, 
on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  government, 
which  had  threatened  the  renewal  of  the 
same  dangers ;  but  he  was  now  happy  to 
state,  that  the  tendency  of  the  kmg  of 
Spain's  oouQ9eh  w«s  teas  dangerpusi  and 


that  the  country  might  look  forward  to'  a 
speedy  adjustment  of  differences  between 
the  two  nations,  and  to  a  removal  of  the 
causes  of  them.  He  abstained  from  say- 
ing more  upon  that  expectation,  as  he  was 
not  able  to  say  whea  it  might  be  realized. 
It  would  be  obvious  to  every  gentlenuui, 
that  a  state  of  things  which  might  not 
justify  them  in  sending  an  army  to  Portu- 
gal, might  justify  them  in  not  withdraw- 
ing it  when  it  was  there ;  and  that  it 
might  be  prudent  to  keep  it  there,  not 
only  till  the  danger  was  repressed,  but  till 
the  probability  of  its  recurrence  was  pre- 
vented. He  had  no  hesitation  in  inform- 
ing the  House,  that  the  prolongation  of 
the  stay  of  the  British  troops  in  Portugal 
rested  upon  the  very  same  grounds  as 
those  on  which  they  were  sent  there,  and 
not  upon  any  new  causes,  intentioiis,  or 
dispositions  whatever.  He  should  con- 
clude with  moving,  ''  That  500,000/.  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  enable  him  to 
provide  for  any  additional  expense  which 
may  arise  on  account  of  his  Majesty's 
Forces  in  Portugal." 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that,  as  he. had  had 
the  misfortune,  when  the  question  was 
formerly  before  the  House,  to  .differ  from 
a  large  majority  of  the  members,  and  as 
nothing  had  happened  since  to  alter  his 
opinion,  he  should  trouble  the  committee 
with  a  very  few  words.  .  No  further  com- . 
munications  had  since  been  made  by 
government  to  the  House,  and  therefore, 
I  individuals  like  himself  knew  no  more 
upon  these  affairs,  than  what  was  supplied 
by  tlie  common  sources  of  public  informa- 
tion. But  from  all  that  had  been  rela- 
ted, it  did  appear  to  him,  that  the  colics 
ftxderis,  on  which  alone  the  conduct  of 
ministers  could  be  justified,  had  not  been 
made  out  by  the  right  hon.  gentieraan. 
The  country  was  in  the  situation  con- 
sequent upon  having  taken  one  wrong  and 
precipitate  step.  There  might  be  many 
persons  convinced  by  the  reasoning  of  his 
right  hon.  friend,  in  the  speech  he  had 
uttered  on  this  subject,  upon  first  bringing 
it  before  parliament.  It  was  a  most  bril- 
liant speech,  not  soon  to  be  foifotteu  in 
the  old  world,  or  in  the  new.  Many 
might  think  the  first  effort  right  in  sending 
troops  to  Portugal ;  but  was  it  right  to 
continue  them  there?  Was  there  any 
thing  unfair,  was  there  any  thing  like  ag- 
gression, on  the  part  of  Spain?  Never 
had  one  single  Spanish  soldier  marched 
acnns  the  Portuguese  fiootier.    Jt  b^ 
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been  atated»  that  Portugese  rebels  had 
been  received  into  Spain ;  that  they  had 
been  suffered  to  remain  tliere;  and  that 
they  had  nuide  a  simultaneous  effort.  If 
this  were  true,  it  was  clear  that  a  Spanish 
soldier  had  never  crossed  the  line.  Had 
they  done  so  since  ?  No :  never  was  this 
hostile  aggression  committed.  But  Eng- 
gland  having  taken  the  wrong  and  pre- 
cipitate stepy  and  having  sent  her  army 
into  Portugal  upon  unjust  pretences,  she 
now  had  not  the  means,  or  it  faiight  not 
be  competent  to  the  country  to  bring  them 
back.  Even  if  an  address  were  to  be  pro- 
posed to  the  Crown  to  recall  them,  he  did 
not  know  whether  he  could  now  agree  to 
it.  .  The  country  might  eventually  be  in- 
volved in  a  war,  by  the  steps  that  ministers 
had  pursued ;  for  she  was  placed  in  that 
awkward  situation  in  which  troops  could 
not  be  kept  in  Portugal  with  justice,  or 
re-called  with  safety.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  held  out  hopes,  that  affairs 
were  coming  to  an  adjustment.  He 
hoped  it  might  be  so ; .  but  he  looked  with 
surprise,  when  large  sums  of  money  were 
called  for,  after  the  troops  had  been 
already  provided  for  in  the  vote  uf  supply. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  asked  for  a  con- 
tingent sum,  which  amounted  to  no  less 
than  100/.  per  man,  for  every  British 
soldier  in  Portugal.  In  what  way  could 
the  expenses  be  made  to  amount'so  high  ? 
Was  it  possible  that  five  thousand  men, 
alreadv  provided  for  in  the  estimates, 
should  cost  an  additional  100/.  per  man? 
It  waff  stated,  that  there  was  a  treaty 
with  Portugal,  by  which  she  was  bound  to 
subsist  these  troops.  Had  that  treaty  been 
carried  into  execution  ?  If  it  had,  how 
could  this  large  sum  be  required  from  the 
English  people,  unless  it  was  intended  to 
send  more  men  to  Portugal?  This  did 
not  look  like  coming  to  a  speedy  con- 
clusion. The  extraordinary  vote  could 
not  be  called  for  by  the  necessity  of  the* 
case,  if  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  said 
was  correct.  This  country  it  seemed, 
was  not  obliged  for  its  state  of  peace  to 
the  wisdom  of  her  own  councils,  but  to  the 
moderation  of  those  of  France. 

Colonel  Davies  was  astonished  at  many 
of  the  statements  and  arguments  of  the 
hon.  member.  He  was  surprised  that  he 
could  maintain  the  present  not  to  be  a 
casus  foederis.  Could  any  man  believe 
that  the  disturbances  and  rebellion  in 
Portugal  had  not  been  fomented  by  Spain  ? 
Langiuige  ^f  ap  irritating  nature  ought,  in 


the  present  posture  of  affairs,  to  be  avoided ; 
but  he  could  not  hear  it  asserted  that  the 
government  of  Spain  had  acted  with  good 
faith  and  moderation,  without  entering 
his  protest  against  it.  If  Spain  had  not 
sent  troops  across  the  frontier,  the  Por- 
tuguese refugees  had  been  armed,  clothed; 
and  paid  in  Spain,  and  enabled  to  carry 
war  and  bloodshed  into  their  country. 
If  there  ever  ¥ras  a  time  in  which  England 
was  called  upon,  by  a  regard  to  treaties 
and  her  honour,  to  take  a  part  in  the 
affairs  of  Portugal,  it  was  when  the  British 
forces  were  sent  to  that  country.  The 
Spanish  army  was  upon  the  Portuguese 
frontier ;  and,  if  the  British  troops  were 
withdrawn,  they  would  march  to  Lubon. 
Unless  the  House  was  prepared  to  say 
that  Portugal,  as  well  as  Spain,  should 
become  a  province  of  France,  ministers 
could  not  have  acted  differently.  If,  in 
1822  and  1823,  they  had  stood  in  their' 
proper  attitude,  they  would  not  now  hate 
been  under  the  necessity  of  incurring  the' 
present  expense.  They  might  have  saved 
Spain  from  invasion,  and  saved  the  honour 
of  England. 

Colonel  Lindsay  said,  that  the  declara-- 
tion  which  Mr.  Canning  had  made,  that,  if 
the  Portuguese  constitution  were  attacked, 
he  could  let  loose  all  the  passions  of 
Europe  in  support  of  it,  had  caused  it  to  be 
viewed  with  greatjealoiisy  by  foreign  powers. 
He  condemned  the  sending  of  our  troops 
to  Portugal ;  which  had  placed  the  peace 
of  the  country  in  a  very  precarious  situa- 
tion. All  the  despotic  governments  of 
Europe  looked  upon  us  with  fear  and  dis- 
trust, in  consequence  of  that  measure.  He 
wished  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  in- 
form him  whether  our  troops  were  kept  in 
Portugal  to  repel  foreign  invasion  or  to 
support  the  present  constitution.  That 
constitutiaa  was  unpopular  among  all 
classes  of  rortuguese,  and  ought  not  to  be 
thrust  down  &eir  throats  by  British 
bayonets. 

Sir  James  Machmtash  said,  he  did  not 
altogether  feel  himself  called  upon  to  ad- 
dress the  Houses  after  so  long  a  silence,  by 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  op- 
posite. He  was,  however,  desirous  of 
taking  an  opportunity,  which  he  regretted 
he  had  not  had  on  a  former  occasion,  of 
declaring  his  opinion  to  the  House,  or  to 
such  at  least  as  thought  his  opinions 
worthy  of  attention.  He  considered  the 
prompt  and  vigorous  succour  given  to 
our  old  ally  Portugali  at  the  moment  of 
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her  fUtxemA  dfltoger,  as  fit  to  be  recorded 
la  ooe  of  the  brightest  pages  of  the  history 
of  this  country.  This  prcHnpt  and  liberal 
sttcoour  was  not  the  meidy  cc^d  per- 
formance of  an  innpemtiire  obligation  and 
inevitable  duty.  Were  this  all,  he  should 
4eem  it  unworthy  of  any  commendation. 
God  forbid  that  he  should  ever  be  so  re* 
gardless  of  the  honour  of  his  country,  of 
the  reputation  of  the  former,  and  of  the 
character  of  the  present,  miaisten,  as  to 
suppose  that  the  mere  fulfilment  of  a  treaty 
on  our  part  required  commendation !  He 
confined  his  approbation  to  the  prompt  and 
vigiwoas  measures  whieh  had  been  taken 
to  lender  the  performance  of  our  duty 
efiectual — measures  which  reflected  the 
highest  honour  upon  the  gOTemment  that 
hd|danned  andexecuted  them,  and  which, 
if  tlMiy  had  not  been  sanctioned  by  all  the 
individuals  who  composed  the  British 
parliament,  had  been  sanctioned  at  least 
by  all  the  parties  into  which  it  was 
divided.  With  regard  to  the  speech  just 
made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Dorsetshire, 
he  must  fa^n  by  observing,  that  the 
principal  partof  his  argument  was  historical 
and  retrospective.  It  was  an  inquiry  into 
the  result  of  the  measures  taken  by  the 
gomnment  in  the  December  of  last  year, 
and  had  no  reference  to  the  vote  of  that 
night.  Indeed,  he  did  not  see  how  the 
hon.  member  for  Dorsetshire  could  oppose 
the  present  grant,  unless  he  was  prepared 
U>  show  that  government  ought  to  retract 
all  the  declarations  it  had  already  made, 
and  to  acknowledge  the  injustice  of  every 
'  measure  it  had  hitherto  approved.  The 
hon.  member  must  have  satisfied  the  com* 
mittee,  that  what  he  had  just  said  had  no 
referenoe  to  the  present  vote ;  for  he  had 
boldly  avowed,  that  if  an  address  were  pro- 
posed to  his  majesty,  calhog  on  him  to 
withdraw  his  forces  from  Portugal,  he 
could  not  agree  to  it.  In  a  parhamentary 
sense,  then,  the  hon.  member  had  no  op- 
position to  this  vote ;  in  a  parliamentary 
sense  he  must  be  considered  as  giving  it 
the  benefit  of  his  assent.  With  respect  to 
the  considerations  which  \}m  hon.  member 
had  offered  to  the  House,  on  the  amount 
of  the  vote,  and  oa  its  distribution,  man 
by  man,  among  the  soldiery  in  Portugal, 
he  was  not  so  good  a  calculator  as  to  be 
aUe  to  decide  off-hand  upon  its  accuracy. 
It  was  most  unfair  and  unreasonable,  to  say 
that  this  vote  of  credit  was  given  to  meet 
the  expanse  of  the  army.  It  was  not  in 
the  coDtemplation  either  of  government  or 


parliament,  that  all  of  it  should  be  eypend* 
ed ;  it  was  merely  asked,  to  meet  anv  mi- 
foreseen  exigency  which  might  suaiderily 
ftiise.  A  vote  of  credit,  which  armed  go«- 
vemment  with  laigis  and  extensive  power, 
was  calculated  to  lessen  its  expenses.  By 
voting  a  large  sum,  the  House  was  taking 
the  best  means  to  prevent  a  larger  sum 
from  being  expended.  Foreiga  powtm 
might  be  influenced,  by  seeing  that  the 
British  parliament  continued  thmr  support 
of  these  measures  with  the  same  liberality 
which  they  displayed  at  the  outset  The 
hon.  member  had  not  taken  into  his  arith- 
nietical  calculations  the  expense  of  the 
transports  which  would  be  wanted  to  bring 
our  forces  back  from  Portugal.  He  be- 
lieved it  would  amount  to  a  large  sum ; 
and  though  it  might  not  swaltow  op  aM  the 
vote  now  asked  for,  it  woukl  flwallow  up  a 
large  proportion  of  it.  Another  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  said,  that,  in  a  moment  of  ia- 
toxkmtion,  the  House  had  voted  succours 
to  our  ally  in  performance  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  treaties.  He  confessed  that  he 
deeply  partook  of  the  intoxication,  if  in- 
toxication it  were,  which  the  hon.  member 
so  loudly  condemned :  and  was  afraki  that 
he  was  now,  after  the  lapse  of  several 
months,  still  in  the  same  unibrUiaate  state. 
He  rejoiced  greatly  when  he  contemplated 
the  skill  with  which  that  measure  of  assist* 
ance  had  been  devised,  and  the  prompt!* 
tude  and  vigour  with  which  it  Ittd  been 
executed.  He  shoukl  have  been  ashamed 
of  his  country — he  should  hare  oonsiderad 
it  overwhelmed  with  unprecedented  dis* 
grace,  if  it  had  hesitated  for  one  moment 
in  taking  Uiat  part  which  the  hon.  member 
contended  it  had  taken  in  a  moment  of 
intoxication.  He  would  not  stoop  to  argue 
the  question,  whether  our  troops  had  been 
sent  to  Portugal  to  support  the  ooostatn* 
tion.  That  question  had  been  long  since 
anticipated  and  answered ;  and  a  reply  to 
it  at  present  vras  quite  superfluous.  It  had 
been  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  in  the 
most  precise  terms  £e  English  language 
could  afford,  that  the  troops  now  lemained 
in  Portugal  to  secure  the  very  object  they 
had  been  sent  to  accomplish.  Now,  the 
House  had  bem  infiDrmed,  not  once  or 
twice,  but  repeatedly,  that  the  British 
forces  were  sent  to  Portugal  with  expresa 
injunctions  to  repel  foreign  invasion  from 
it,  and  not  to  interfere  in  its  internal  aflUrs. 
They  were  sent  to  Portugal  for  that  pur* 
pose.  His  right  hon.  ftiead  declared,  that 
they.stayed  there  for  that  purpose;  and 
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vliiUfolher  amwer  eottid  the  hon,  member  I 
seek  to  obtain  from  the  cbancellor  of  the 
Exchequer?  The  hon.  member  for  Dor- 
aetshiie  must  excuse  hUn  for  expiessing 
hit  sttrprise  et  the  aimpUcity  with  which 
he  had  asked  whether  any  Spanish  soldier 
had  been  sent  across  the  Portuguese  fron- 
tier. He  admitted  it ;  but  was  not  the 
assembling  of  a  lai^  Spanish  army  on  the 
firontieTy  at  a  time  when  rebellion,  excited 
by  the  intrigues  and  gold  of  a  Spanish 
party,  was  desolating  uie  interior  of  Por* 
tugaly  a  proceeding  of  a  most  alarming 
nature  ?  Did  not  Uie  hon.  member  know, 
that  the  assembling  of  an  army  by  ime 
power  <m  the  frontier  of  another  was  idways 
considered  just  ground  of  demanding 
explanation .  in  the  finit  instance ;  and»  if 
explanation  were  refused,  of  taking  further 
meMuies  to  enforce  it?  He  should  like  to 
hear  any  prudent  statesman  deny,  that  the 
assembhng  of  a  great  military  force  on  the 
frontier  of  a  power  whose  desertere  it  sup- 
ported, and  even  provided  with  munitions 
of  war,  was  not  a  menace  to  that  power, 
seriously  affecting  its  internal  security,  and 
giving  it  the  right,  if  it  chose  to  exercise 
it,  of  iqppealing  at  once  to  arms.  If  no 
man  coidd  deny  the  principle  of  national 
jurisprudence  which  he  had  just  laid  down, 
It  settled  the  question  of  our  du^r  to  our 
aUy.  The  duty  of  England  rested  on  the 
right  of  PortugEd.  If  Portugal  had  a  ri^t 
to  demand  explanation  from  Spain,  on 
account  of  the  military  force  which  the 
latter  government  had  assembled  on  its 
frontier,  and  if  the  refusal  of  all  satisfac- 
tory explanation  by  Spain  wera  a  sufficient 
justification  of  Portugal  going  to  war — 
which  no  man  would  deny  that  it  was — 
then  was  England  bound  in  duty  to  afibrd 
the  swne  assistance  to  Portugal  as  if  she 
had  been  openly  and  directly  attacked. 
The  duty  of  the  ally  to  give  assistance 
lestad,  he  maintained,  on  &  right  of  the 
principal  to  go  to  war.  It  had  been  said, 
however,  by  the  other  side,  that  in  case 
our  troops  continued  in  Portugal,  they 
must,  if  we  adhered  to  our  doctiine  of  not 
interfering  in  the  internal  arrangements  of 
indqieiident  states,  confine  their  hostility 
to  Spaniards  akoe.  Now,  from  this  doc- 
trine, he  must  beg  leave,  under  certain 
limitations,  to  dissent  Supposing  Spain 
were  to  invade  Portugal,  partly  with 
Spanish  soldiers,  and  partly  with  Poitu- 
guese  deserters,  whom  she  had  taken  into 
her  pay,  woidd  any  man  contend,  that  our 
cannons  and  onr  bayonets  should  make 


any  distinction  between  the  real  Spanish 
soldier  and  the  rebellious  Portuguese, 
whom  he  had  taken  into  his  pay  ?  No : 
the  rebellious  Portuguese  must  be  con* 
sidered  as  the  allies  of  the  foreign  invaden ; 
and  as  snch  our  troops  must  treat  them. 
He  admitted  of  no  interference  between  the 
two  contending  parties  in  Portugal.  If  no 
menace  hadbwn  made  by  a  foreign  power 
against  the  existing  goveininent  of  Poi^ 
tugal,  we  should  not  merely  have  had  no 
duty  to  meddle  in  the  struggle — ^we  shooM 
also  have  had  no  right.  As  soon,  however, 
as  a  foreign  partisan  appeared  on  the  stage, 
and  dealt  in  menaces  which  endangered 
the  security  of  the  existing  govwnment,  we 
were  compelled  by  the  obligation  of  trea- 
ties, to  become  the  domestic  partisan  of 
that  government  against  all  foreign  in- 
vaders, no  matter  how  they  were  supported 
by  iu  discontented  subjects.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  very  extraordinary  doctrinea 
which  had  been  neld  on  this  subject,  he 
should  have  been  very  brief  on  this  part  of 
the  question;  but,  as  it  was,  he  shoidd 
beg  leave  to  illustrate  it  a  little  more  at 
length.  If  a  foreign  army  were  to  land  in 
England  as  auxiliaries  to  a  party  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  government,  the  govern- 
ment would  immediately  obtain  the  right 
of  calling  upon  all  its  foreign  allies  to  bring 
their  forces  to  its  aki.  He  did  not  allucfe 
to  Holland  merely,  which  was  bound  to 
support  the  Protestant  sucoesskm  to  the 
throne  of  these  realms,  whenever  it  was 
endangered,  but  to  all  our  foreign  allies, 
who  would  be  bound,  in  such  a  case,  to 
send  over  their  contingents,  not  merely  to 
attack  the  foreign  invader,  but  also  his 
domestic  partisans.  Thus  it  would  be  with 
our  own  forces  in  Portugal.  The  invader, 
with  all  his  aiders  and  abettors,  would  be 
the  legitimate  object  of  the  hostility  which 
we  were  bound  to  wage  there  for  the  benefit 
of  our  ally. — He  had  already  answered  the 
question  which  th&  hon.  gentleman  oppo^ 
site  had  put,  as  to  whether  our  troops  were 
in  Portugal  to  support  the  constitution,  by 
reference  to  the  declaiations  of  his  right 
lMm«  friend  both  in  .December  last  and 
upon  the  present  evening.  He  would  now 
carry  his  re{^  a  little  further.  He  would 
point  out  a  circumstance  which  had  oc- 
curred in  1893,  and  which  proved  de« 
cisively,  that  it  was  not  in  support  of  Ura 
constitution  of  Portugal,  but  of  Portugal 
itself,  that  we  now  gave  to  the  government 
of  that,  country  our  assistance.  He  would 
beg  honourable  members  to  recdlect  what 
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tbe  condHton  of  parliament 'was  at  that 
particular  time.      Many  gentlemen  would 
recollecty  that  among  the  papers  which 
were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  in  that 
year^  relative  to  the  negotiations  to  prevent 
the  aggression  on  Spain,  there  was  a  letter 
of  Mr.  Canning  to  sir  C.  Stuart,  in  which 
he  desired  him  to  inform  the  French  go- 
vernment explicitly,  that  any  act  of  hos- 
tility committed  by  France  upon. Portugal 
would  bring  England  with  idl  her  forces 
immediately  into  the  field.  Was  it  in  behalf 
of  the  present  constitution,  that  we  threat- 
ened to  interfere  ?    No  such  thing.      Por- 
tugal was  at  that  time  under  a  democratical 
form  of  government;    which,  it  was  well 
known,   the  British   govemmient  by    no 
means  approved,  and  which  constituted  a 
subject  of  regret  to  all  the  real  lovers  of 
liberty  in  Elngland,  however  hostile  they 
were  to  its .  amendment  by  foreign  inter- 
ference ;    and  yet,  in  favour  of  that  Por- 
tugsUy  then  so  democratically  revolution- 
ized, England  declared  to  France,  that  any 
atlack  uDon  its  territory  would  bring  her 
with  all  her  forces  into  the  field.     Could 
there  be  a  more  conclusive  demonstration, 
that  we  were  not  now  in  arms  to  support 
the  constitution  of  Portugal,  but  only  the 
right  of  Portugal  to  give  itself  a  free  con- 
stitution, uncontrolled  by  the  interference 
of  foreign  powers?    He  would  ask  any 
gentleman,    whether,    because    we    were 
bound    to  support   the   government    of 
Portugal,   we  were  therefore   bound   to 
approve  of  its  constitution.    He  himself 
should  be  afraid  to  pass  anv  judgment 
upon  it,  for  he  knew  very  little  about  it. 
'  £  gallant  member,  who  had  addressed 
the  House  for  the  first  time  that  evening 
with  so  much  promise,  would  discover, 
before  he  became  so  old  a  member  of  the 
House  as  he  (sir  J.  M.)  was,  that  it  was  a 
difficult  matter  to  learn  what  was  the  real 
opinion  of  a  foreign  people — what  was  their 
real  condition — and  how  far  they  were,  or 
were  not,  fit  for  liberal  institutions.  These 
were  often  difficult  questions,  God  knew, 
with   respect  to  our  own  countrymen ; 
but  were  so  much  more  difficult  with  regard 
to  the  people  of  foreign  countries,  that  a 
wise  man  would  be  reluctant  to  answer 
them. — ^Therewas,  however,  another  point 
in  the  speech  of  the  gallant  member  that 
surprised   him  exceedingly.      The  main 
objection  whkh  he  urged  against  the  con- 
duct of  the  present  administration  with 
respect  to  Portugal  was,  that  in  maintain- 
ing the  faith  of  treaties  with  our  ancient 


ally,  we  were  offending  those  great  powers 
of  Europe  who  exercised  despotic  sway 
over  their  respective  countries.     If  this 
were  true — if  this  ^reat  nation,  so  lon^ 
renowned  for  its  good  faith,  and  strict  ob- 
servance of  treaties,  dared  no  longer  per* 
form   the  sacred    obligations  which    its 
treaties  imposed  upon  it,  lest    it  shoukl 
thereby  displease    the  great  despots  of 
Europe — then  he  must  say,  that  not  only 
Portugal,  but  England  too,  was  unfit  for 
the  enjoyment  of  liberty.     If  England  had 
so  far  lost  her  ancient  pride  and  spirit,  a» 
to  be  influenced  by  a  bare  fear,  lest  the 
performance  of  her  duty  should  cause  dis- 
pleasure to  an^  prince,  power,  or  potentate, 
whatsoever — if  she  allowed  such  an  un- 
manly and  dastardly  consideration  to  be 
present  to  her  mind,  when  she  was  con- 
sulted on  the  destinies  of  nations — she 
might  be  sure  that  the  day  of  her  glory  had 
departed ;  that  the  sceptre  of  power  was 
passing  from  her  grasp,  and  that  she  her- 
self was  "  cito  peritura"    Whenever  that 
sordid  fear  shall  come  over  her,  she  will 
have  lost  all  power  to  preserve  her  liberty 
at  home,  and  to  make  her  independence 
respected  abroad. — He  would  imitate  the 
example  which  had  been  set  him  by  his 
right  hon.  friend,'  and  would  abstain  from 
entering  into  any  observations  which  might 
provoke  a  discussion  on  the  conduct  of  the 
great  states  of  Europe.    He  valued  the 
existence  of  peace  as  much  as  any  man. 
He  would  perfonn  the  duties  of  amity  to 
e^erv  other  power  in  Europe,  as  well  as  he 
would   perform  them  to  Portugal.     The 
duties  of  courtesy,  which  were  included  in 
those  of  amity,  he  would  perform  to  every 
government,  no  matter  what  opinion  he 
entertained  either  of  their  form  or  of  their 
conduct ;  but  he  would  not  be  discouraged , 
by  a  fear  of  their  resentment,  from  advismg 
his  country  to  perform  that  duty,  whiek 
was  nKj[uired  of  her  by  the  faith  of  ancient 
treaties.     He  would  not,  at  this  time  of 
day,  go  over  the  contents  of  those  trea- 
ties.    Everybody  must  know  what  tbey 
were  —  and  he  would  venture  to  affim, 
that  if  there  was  any  one  proposition  in 
the  law  of  nations  more  demonstnlive 
than  another,  it    was  the  obligation  of 
Great  Britain  to  give  her  support  to  her 
ancient  ally  Portugal,  when  she  was  re- 
quired to  do  60  in  December  last    The 
law  of  the  case  was  dear ;  the  facts  of  the 
case  were  clear;  and  the  application  of 
the  law  to  the  facts  was,  he  might  almost 
say,  self-evident.    He  was  therefore  a9^ 
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toitisbed — nay,  he  was  more  than  aston- 
ished— ^he  was  pained — at  hearing  the 
doctrines  which  were  propounded  on  this 
subject,  when  the  Rouse  appeared  to  be 
representing  the  general  reeling  of  the 
country,  by  his  hon.  friend  the  member 
fer  Aberdeen,  for  whose  extremely  useful 
and  most  honest  labours  in  behalf  of  the 
public,  he  should  ever  entertain  a  grateful 
esteem.  His  hon.  friend  had  called  on 
the  House  to  deliberate  carefully  and 
cautiously,  before  it%  ventured  to  the 
arduous  and  complicated  question,  whe- 
ther it  should  violate  the  ancient  good 
fitith  of  the  country  or  not.  He  had  never 
heard  that  his  hon.  friend  had  attempted 
to  show  that  the  obligation  of  treaties  did 
not  bind  us  to  assist  Portugal;  on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  that  his  hon.  friend 
jumped  at  once  to  this  conclusion — that  if 
we  did  assist  Portugal,  we  should  be 
guilty  of  a  wanton  interference  in  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  another  country.  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  ought  to  admire  the 
boldness  with  which  his  hon.  friend  over- 
leaped, or  the  discretion  with  which  he 
overlooked,  all  the  obstacles  which'  stood 
between  him  and  his  conclusion.  He 
rather  thought  that  he  ought  to  applaud  his 
discretion;  because  it  would  require 
greater  talents  than  even  his  hon.  friend 
possessed,  to  produce  any  effect  upon  the 
House,  whibt  he  attempted  to  show  either 
that  we  were  not  bound  by  the  faith  of 
treaties  to  assist  Portugal,  or  that  if  we 
were  bound,  we  ought  to  seek  the  means 
of  evading  them. — In  justifying  the  mea- 
sures which  the  present  administration 
had  taken  upon  this  subject,  so  much  to 
their  honour,  he  did  not  mean  to  justify 
them,  on  the  ground  that  the  force  we 
sent  out  was  sent  out  to  maintain  either 
liberal  or  any  other  kind  of  institutions. 
He  would  ask  no  more,  under  these 
treaties,  than  if  they  had  been  entered 
into  with  the  emperor  of  Morocco:  he 
would  demand  no  more  under  them,  than 
if  they  had  been  entered  into  with  a  power 
which  was  endeavouring  to  destroy  »  free 
government,  instead  of  one  that  was 
aiming  at  the  establishment  of  a  liberal 
system.     If  he  were  asked,  why  he  re- 

{'oiced  in  the  interposition  of  the  country, 
le  would  frankly  avow  that  he  did  so, 
because  that  interposition  must  have  the 
effect  of  checking  a  system  by  which  it 
was  attempted  to  prevent  the  establish- 
ment of  free  institutions  in  Europe.  The 
wAj  plausible  topic  urged  against  this 
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proceeding  was  one  that  would  hardly 
be  used  on  any  other  occasion ;  and  which, 
he  conceived,  was  advanced  with  a  peculiar 
ill  grace  on  this.  What  was  that  topic  ? 
Why,  that  England  was  interfering  to  give 
liberty  to  a  country,  that  was  not  prepared 
to  receive  it,  and  that  did  not  require  it. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  this  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a  liberal  system  was  the  work  of 
the  king  and  people  of  Portugal,  and  our 
interference  was  called  for  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Portugal,  under  the  faith  of 
treaties.  The  effect  of  such  an  argument 
as  that  which  he  had  quoted  was,  that 
they  were  scrupulously  to  observe  the 
stipulations  of  all  treaties  that  required  the 
most  odious  and  revolting  inteiferencc — 
an  interference  that  might '  lead,  in  its 
operation,  to  the  most  unfortunate  con- 
sequences; and  the  only  treaties,  with 
respect  to  which  some  few  gentlemen  were 
willing  to  relax  this  strict  principle,  ap- 
peared to  be  those  under  which  the  inter- 
ference of  England  might  be  called  for,  to 
prevent  an  ally  from  being  over-ruled  by 
a  hostile  power,  when  that  ally  was  making 
an  attempt  to  give  to  his  country  a  just 
and  free  government.  Was  such  a  doc- 
trine as  this  agreeable  to  the  ears  of  the 
committee  ?  Was  it  in  unison  with  the 
generous  feelings  of  this  country?  He 
approved  in  the  highest  degree  of  the  step 
which  the  government  had  taken  in  send- 
ing troops  to  Portugal  to  prevent  the 
aggression  of  Spain.  If  those  troops  were 
suffered  to  remain  there  one  moment  after 
the  object  of  their  mission  was  accom- 
plished, ministers  would  be  guilty  of  a 
flagrant  vnrong ;  and  if  they  were  recalled 
one  moment  sooner  than  that  object  was 
effected,  they  would  be  guilty  of  eross 
perQdy.  Such  an  act  might  leave  Por- 
tugal in  a  far  worse  situation  than  that  in 
which  they  found  it.  The  presence  of  the 
British  troops  might  have  incited  thou- 
sands of  individuals  to  exert  themselves  to 
save  their  country  from  a  despotism ;  and, 
if  the  protecting  force  were  prematurely 
withdrawn,  those  persons  would  be  left  at 
the  mercy  of  their  most  implacable  ene- 
mies. He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
feelings  of  a  generous,  manly,  and  honour- 
able fidelity,  which  had  produced  these 
measures,  would  never  suiter  ministers  to 
listen  to  the  plea  of  retrenchment,  or  of 
the  propriety  of  non-interference  with  the 
affairs  of  another  nation,  or  to  any  other 
doctrine,  however  plausibly  it  might  be 
advanced,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
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tolerable;  but  Englishmen  should  not  de- 
pend for  their  prosperity  or  comfort,  on 
the  personal  feeling  of  any  governor. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

King's  M£S8ao£  respecting  Portu- 
gal.] The  House  having  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Canning  rose.  He  said,  that  on  a 
former  evening,  when  he  had  brought  for- 
ward his  statement  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  he  had  informed  the 
committee  that  he  should  have  to  ask  it  for 
an  additional  vote  of  credit  of  500,000/., 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the.  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  further  continu- 
ance of  his  majesty's  forces  in  Portu- 
gal. The  groundui  on  which  those  forces 
were  sent  to  Portugal  had  been  so  fully 
explained  to  the  House,  and  so  nearly 
unanimously  approved  by  it,  that  he  held 
it  unnecessary  to  refer  to  them ;  and  he 
had  little  further  to  say  at  present,  than 
that  the  same  causes  which  induced  his 
majesty  to  determine  oji  sending  that  expe- 
dition, though  diminished  in  their  opemtion, 
still  existed  in  sufficient  force  to  reider  the 
continuance  of  our  army  in  Portugal  ne- 
cessary. On  the  first  occasion,  when  he 
mentioned  this  subject,  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  stating,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  explain  the  full  extent  of  the 
grounds  on  which  his  majesty's  determina- 
tion was  founded,  without  entering  into 
an  hostile  explanation  of  the  conduct  of 
Spain,  which  it  was  undesirable  to  give 
whilst  there  were  any  hopes  of  adjustment 
existing.  If,  in  the  hope  of  adjustment 
at  a  time  when  irritation  prevailed,  and 
menace  was  employed,  it  was  prudent  to 
abstain  from  irritating  discussion,  much 
more  prudent  was  such  a  course  now, 
when  the  most  sanguine  expectations  were 
entertained,  that  all  the  causes  which  we 
had  for  distrust  were  coming  to  a  speedy 
termination.  The  mere  fact  of  sending 
our  troops  to  Portugal  had  met,  repelled, 
and  anticipated  the  danger  of  ruin  which 
threatened  that  country.  That  danger 
had  been  repelled — not  by  any  active. ex- 
ertions— ^but  by  the  mere  presence  of  the 
British  forces  on  the  soil  of  Portugal.  He 
would  not  pretend  to  deny  that  there  had 
been  differences  and  variations  of  counsels, 
on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  government, 
which  had  threatened  the  renewal  of  the 
same  dangers;  but  he  was  now  happy  to 
state,  that  the  tendency  of  the  kmg  of 
Spaio's  couQsels  was  less  dangerousi  and 


that  the  country  might  look  forward  to  a 
speedy  adjustment  of  difierences  between 
the  two  nations,  and  to  a  removal  of  the 
causes  of  them.  He  abstained  from  say- 
ing more  iipon  that  expectation,  as  he  vras 
not  able  to  say  whea  it  might  be  realized. 
It  would  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman, 
that  a  state  of  things  which  might  not 
justify  them  in  sending  an  army  to  Portu- 
gal, might  justify  them  in  not  withdraw- 
ing it  when  it  was  there ;  and  that  it 
might  be  prudent  to  keep  it  there,  not 
only  till  the  danger  was  repressed,  but  till 
the  probability  of  its  recurrence  was  pre- 
vented. He  had  no  hesitation  in  inform- 
ing the  House,  that  the  prolongation  of 
the  stay  of  the  British  troops  in  Portugal 
rested  upon  the  very  same  grounds  as 
those  on  which  they  were  sent  there,  and 
not  upon  any  new  causes,  intentions,  or 
dispositions  whatever.  He  should  con- 
clude with  moving,  '<  That  500,000/.  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  enable  him  to 
provide  for  any  additional  expense  which 
may  arise  on  account  of  his  Miyesty's 
Forces  in  Portugal." 

Mr.  Bankes  saki,  that,  as  be. had  had 
the  misfortune,  when  the  question  was 
formerly  before  the  House,  to  .differ  from 
a  large  majority  of  the  members,  and  as 
nothing  had  happened  since  to  alter  his 
opinion,  he  should  trouble  the  committee 
with  a  very  few  words.  No  further  com- 
munications had  since  been  made  by 
government  to  the.  House,  and  therefore, 
individuals  like  himself  knew  no  more 
upon  these  affairs,  than  what  was  supplied 
by  the  common  sources  of  public  informa- 
tion. But  from  all  that  Lad  been  rela* 
ted,  it  did  appear  to  him,  that  the  casus 
foederis,  on  .which  alone  the  conduct  of 
ministers  could  be  justified,  had  not  been 
made  out  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
The  country  was  in  the  situation  con* 
sequent  upon  having  taken  one  wrong  and 
precipitate  step.  There  might  be  many 
persons  convinced  by  the  reasoning  of  his 
right  hon.  friend,  in  the  speech  he  had 
uttered  on  this  subject,  upon  first  bringing 
it  before  parliament.  It  was  a  most  bril- 
liant speech,  not  soon  to  be  forgotten  in 
the  old  world,  or  in  the  new.  Many 
might  think  the  first  effort  right  in  sending 
troops  to  Portugal ;  but  was  it  right  to 
continue  them  there?  Was  there  any 
thing  unfair,  was  there  «iy  thing  like  ag- 
gression, on  the  part  of  Spain?  Never 
had  one  single  Spanish  soldier  marched 
acroes  the  Portuguese  frontier*    it  bad 
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been  stated,  that  Portuge^  rebels  had 
been  received  into  Spain ;  that  they  had 
been  suffered  to  remain  tliere;  and  that 
they  had  made  a  simultaneous  effort.  If 
this  were  true,  it  was  clear  that  a  Spanish 
soldier  had  never  crossed  the  line.  Had 
they  done  so  since  ?  No :  never. was  this 
hostile  aggressicm  committed.  But  £ng- 
gland  having  taken  the  wrong  and  pre- 
cipitate step,  and  having  sent  her  army 
into  Portugal  upon  unjust  pretences,  she 
now  had  not  the  means,  or  it  faiight  not 
be  competent  to  the  country  to  bring  them 
back.  Even  if  an  address  were  to  be  pro* 
posed  to  the  Crown  to  recall  them,  he  did 
not  know  whether  he  could  now  agree  to 
it.  .  The  country  mig^t  eventually  be  in- 
volved in  a  war,  by  the  steps  that  ministers 
had  pursued ;  for  she  was  placed  in  that 
awkmrd  situation  in  which  troops  could 
not  be  kept  in  Portugal  with  justice,  or 
re-called  with  safety.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  held  out  hopes,  that  affairs 
were  coming  to  an  adjustment.  He 
hoped  it  mig^t  be  so ; .  but  he  looked  with 
surprise,  when  large  sums  of  money  were 
called  for,  after  the  troops  had  been 
already  provided  for  in  the  vote  uf  supply. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  asked  for  a  con- 
tingent sum,  which  amounted  to  no  less 
than  100/.  per  man,  for  every  British 
soldier  in  Portugal.  In  what  way  could 
the  expenses  be  made  to  amount  so  high  ? 
VTas  it  possible  that  five  thousand  men, 
already  provided  for  in  the  estimates, 
should  cost  an  additional  100/.  per  man? 
It  was-  stated,  that  there  was  a  treaty 
with  Portugal,  by  which  she  was  bouud  to 
subsist  these  troops.  Had  that  treatv  been 
carried  into  execution  ?  If  it  haa,  how 
could  this  large  sum  be  required  from  the 
English  people,  unless  it  was  intended  to 
send  more  men  to  Portugal  ?  This  did 
not  look  like  coming  to  a  speedy  con- 
clusion. The  extraordinary  vote  could  ^ 
not  be  called  for  by  the  necessity  of  the' 
case,  if  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  said 
was  correct.  This  country  it  seemed, 
was  not  obliged  for  its  state  of  peace  to 
the  wisdom  of  her  own  councils,  but  to  the 
moderation  of  those  of  France. 

Colonel  Davies  was  astonished  at  many 
of  the  statements  and  arguments  of  the 
hon.  member.  He  was  surprised  that  he 
could  maintain  the  present  not  to  be  a 
casus  faderii.  Could  any  roan  believe 
that  the  distuibances  and  rebellion  in 
Portugal  had  not  been  fomented  by  Spain  ? 
Language  qf  a|i  irritating  nature  ought,  in 


the  present  posture  of  affairs,  to  be  avoided ; 
but  he  could  not  hear  it  asserted  that  the 
government  of  Spain  had  acted  with  good 
faith  and  moderation,  without  entering 
his  protest  against  it.  If  Spain  had  not 
sent  troops  across  the  frontier,  the  Por- 
tuguese refugees  had  been  armeid,  clothed; 
and  paid  in  Spain,  and  enabled  to  carry 
war  and  bloodshed  into  their  country. 
If  there  ever  was  a  time  in  which  England 
was  called  upon,  by  a  regard  to  treaties 
and  her  honour,  to  take  a  part  in  the 
affairs  of  Portugal,  it  was  when  the  British 
forces  were  sent  to  that  country.  The 
Spanish  army  was  upon  the  Portugpuese 
frontier ;  and,  if  the  British  troops  were 
withdrawn,  they  would  march  to  Lisbon. 
Unless  the  House  was  prepared  to  say 
that  Portugal,  as  well  as  Spain,  should 
become  a  province  of  France,  ministers 
could  not  have  acted  differently.  If,  in 
1822  and  1823,  they  had  stood  in  their 
proper  attitude,  they  would  not  now  haVe 
been  under  the  necessity  of  incurring  the' 
present  expense.  They  might  have  saved 
Spain  from  invasion,  and  saved  the  honour 
of  England. 

Colonel  Lindsay  said,  that  the  declara-- 
tion  which  Mr.  Canning  had  made,  that,  if 
the  Portuguese  constitution  were  attacked, 
he  could  let  loose  all  the  passions  of 
Europe  in  support  of  it,  had  caused  it  to  be 
viewed  with  greatjealousy  by  foreign  powers. 
He  condemned  the  sending  of  our  troops 
to  Portugal ;  which  had  placed  the  peace 
of  the  country  in  a  very  precarious  situa- 
tion. All  the  despotic  governments  of 
Europe  looked  upon  us  with  fear  and  dis- 
trust, in  consequence  of  that  measure.  He 
wished  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  in- 
form him  whether  our  troops  were  kept  in 
Portugal  to  repel  foreign  invasion  or  to 
support  the  present  constitution.  That 
constitutiw  was  unpopular  among  all 
classes  of  rortuguese,  and  ought  not  to  be 
thrust  down  tbeir  throats  by  British 
bayonets. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  said,  he  did  not 
altogether  feel  himself  called  upon  to  ad- 
dress the  Housa^  after  so  kmg  a  silence,  by 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  op- 
posite. He  was,  however,  desirous  of 
taking  an  opportunity,  which  he  r^pretted 
he  had  not  nad  on  a  former  occasion,  of 
declaring  his  opinion  to  the  House,  or  to 
such  at  least  as  thought  his  opinions 
worthy  of  attention.  He  considered  the 
prompt  and  vigorous  succour  given  to 
our  old  ally  Portugal,  at  the  moment  of 
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h^r  extreme  danger,  as  fit  to  be  recorded 
ia  oneof  the  brightest  pages  of  the  history 
of  this  country.  This  prompt  and  liberal 
succour  was  not  the  merdy  cold  per- 
formance of  an  imperatiye  obligation  and 
inevitable  duty*  Were  this  all,  he  should 
deem  it  unworthy  of  any  commendation. 
God  foibid  that  he  should  ever  be  so  re* 
gardless  of  the  honour  of  his  country,  of 
the  reputation  of  the  former,  and  of  the 
character  of  the  present,  ministers,  as  to 
suppose  that  the  mere  fulfilment  of  a  treaty 
on  our  part  required  commendation !  He 
confined  his  approbation  to  the  prompt  and 
vigorous  measures  which  had  been  taken 
to  render  the  performance  of  our  duty 
efiidctttal — measures  which  reflected  the 
highest  honour  upon  the  government  that 
hiSd  {banned  andexecuted  them,  and  which, 
if  tlusy  bad  not  been  sanctioned  by  all  the 
individuals  who  composed  the  British 
parliament,  had  been  sanctioned  at  least 
b^  all  the  parties  into  which  it  was 
divided.  With  regard  to  the  speech  just 
made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Dorsetshire, 
he  must  fa^n  by  observing,  that  the 
principal  part  of  his  argument  was  historical 
and  retrospective.  It  was  an  inquiry  into 
the  result  of  the  measures  taken  by  the 
government  in  the  December  of  last  year, 
and  had  no  reference  to  the  vote  of  that 
night  Indeed,  he  did  not  see  how  the 
hon.  member  for  Dorsetshire  could  oppose 
the  present  grant,  unless  he  was  prepared 
to  snow  tiiat  government  ought  to  retract 
all  the  declarations  it  had  already  made, 
and  to  acknowledge  the  injustice  of  every 
'  measure  it  had  hitherto  approved.  The 
hon.  member  must  have  satisfied  the  com* 
mittee,  that  what  he  had  just  said  had  no 
reference  to  the  present  vote ;  for  he  had 
boldly  avovred,  that  if  an  address  were  pro- 
posed to  his  majesty,  calling  on  him  to 
withdraw  his  forces  from  Pos|ugal,  he 
could  not  agree  to  it.  In  a  parliamentary 
sense,  then,  the  hon.  member  had  no  op- 
position to  this  vote ;  in  a  parliamentary 
sense  he  must  be  considered  as  giving  it 
the  benefit  of  his  assent.  With  respect  to 
the  consideratioiis  which  the  hon.  member 
bad  ofierod  to  the  House,  on  the  amount 
of  the  vote,  and  on  its  distribution,  man 
by  man,  among  the  soktierr  in  Portugal, 
he  was  not  so  good  a  calculator  as  to  be 
aUe  to  decide  off-hand  upon  its  accuracy. 
It  was  most  unfair  and  unreasonable,  to  say 
that  this  vote  of  credit  was  given  to  meet 
the  ei|iense  of  the  army.  It  was  not  in 
the  contemplation  either  of  government  or 


parliament,  that  all  of  it  should  be  eqpend^ 
ed ;  it  was  merely  asked,  to  meet  any  im- 
f<»eseen  exigency  which  might  suodenly 
ftrise.  A  vote  of  credit,  which  armed  go- 
vernment vrith  large  and  extensive  power, 
was  calculated  to  lessen  its  expenses.  By 
voting  a  large  sum,  the  House  was  taking 
the  best  means  to  prevent  a  larger  sum 
from  being  expended.  Foreign  powtit 
might  be  influenced,  by  seeing  tlmt  die 
British  parliament  continued  thor  suppoit 
of  these  measures  with  the  same  liberality 
which  they  displayed  at  the  outset  The 
hon.  member  had  not  taken  into  his  arith- 
metical calculations  the  expense  of  the 
transports  which  would  be  wanted  to  bring 
our  forces  back  from  PortugaL  He  be^ 
lieved  it  would  amount  to  a  large  sum  s 
and  though  it  might  not  swallow  vp  aU  the 
vote  now  asked  for,  it  would  swallow  up  a 
large  proportion  of  it.  Another  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  saud,  that,  in  a  moment  of  in- 
toxication, the  House  had  voted  sacoonrs 
to  our  ally  in  perfbrmanoe  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  treaties.  He  confessed  that  he 
deeply  partook  of  the  intoxication,  if  in- 
toxication it  were,  which  the  hon.  member 
so  loudly  condemned :  and  was  afraid  that 
he  was  now,  after  the  lapse  of  several 
months,  still  in  the  same  unfortunate  state. 
He  rejoiced  greatly  when  he  contemplated 
the  skill  vrith  which  that  measure  of  assist- 
ance had  been  devised,  and  the  prompti- 
tude and  vigour  with  which  it  uid  been 
executed.  He  should  have  been  ashamed 
of  his  country — he  should  have  considered 
it  overwhelmed  with  unprecedented  dis- 
grace, if  it  had  hesitated  for  one  moment 
in  taking  that  part  which  the  hon.  member 
contended  it  had  taken  in  a  moment  of 
intoxication.  He  would  not  stoop  toaiigiie 
the  question,  whether  our  troops  had  been 
sent  to  Portugal  to  support  the  constitu- 
tion. That  question  had  been  long  since 
anticipated  and  answered ;  and  a  reply  to 
it  at  present  vras  quite  superfluous.  It  had 
been  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  in  the 
most  precise  terms  the  English  language 
could  aflbrd,  that  the  troops  now  remained 
in  Portugal  to  secure  die  very  ot^ect  Aey 
had  been  sent  to  accomplish.  NvfWf  the 
House  had  been  mformed,  not  once  or 
twice,  but  repeatedly,  that  the  British 
forces  vrere  sent  to  Portugal  with  express 
injunctions  to  repel  forei^  invasion  firom 
it,  and  not  to  interfere  in  its  internal  affiurs. 
They  were  sent  to  Portugal  for  that  pur- 
pose. His  right  hon.  friend  declared,  that 
theystayed  there  for  that  purpose ;   and 
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wImI  Airlber  aagwer  eottld  the  hon.  member 
attk  to  obtain  from  the  chancellor  of  the 
Esuskequer?  The  hon.  member  for  Dor- 
aetabiie  must  excuse  him  for  expressing 
hit  surprise  at  the  sunplicity  with  which 
he  had  asked  whether  any  Spanish  soldier 
bad  been  sent  across  the  rortuguese  fron- 
tier. He  admitted  it :  but  was  not  the 
assembling  of  a  large  Spanish  army  on  the 
frontier,  at  a  time  when  rebellion^  excited 
by  the  intrigues  and  eold  of  a  Spanish 
party,  was  desolating  ue  interior  of  Por- 
tugal, a  proceeding  of  a  most  alarming 
nature  ?  Did  not  die  hon.  member  know, 
that  the  assembliag  of  an  army  by  one 
power  on  the  firontier  of  another  was  always 
considered  just  ground  of  demanding 
explanation. in  the  first  instance ;  and^  if 
exp^nation  were  refused,  of  taking  further 
measures  to  enforce  it  ?  He  should  like  to 
hear  any  prudent  statesman  deny,  that  the 
assembhng  of  a  great  military  force  on  the 
frontier  of  a  power  whose  deserters  it  sup* 
ported,  and  e?en  provided  with  munitions 
of  war,  was  not  a  menace  to  that  power, 


any  distinction  between  the  real  Spanish 
soldier  and  the  rdbdlious  Portuguese, 
whom  he  had  taken  into  his  pay  ?  No : 
the  rebellious  Portuguese  must  be  oon- 
sidered  as  the  allies  of  the  foreign  invadera ; 
and  as  such  our  troops  must  treat  then. 
He  admitted  of  no  interfoenoe  between  the 
two  contending  parties  in  Portugal.  If  no 
menace  hadb^n  made  by  a  foreign  power 
against  the  existing  government  of  Por» 
tugal,  we  should  not  merely  have  had  no 
duty  to  meddle  in  the  struggle — weshooM 
also  have  had  no  right.  As  soon,  however, 
as  a  foreign  partisan  appeared  on  the  stage, 
and  dealt  in  menaces  which  endange^ 
the  security  of  the  existing  government,  we 
were  oompelled  by  the  obligatkm  of  tiea«> 
ties,  to  become  the  domestic  partisan  of 
that  government  against  all  foreign  in- 
vaders, no  matter  how  they  were  supported 
by  its  discontented  subjects.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  very  extraordinary  doctrines 
which  had  been  hdd  on  this  subject,  he 
should  have  been  very  brief  on  this  part  of 
the  question;   but,  as  it  was,  he  should 


seriously  affecting  its  internal  security,  and  beg  leave  to  illustrate  it  a  little  more  at 
giving  it  the  right,  if  it  chose  to  exercise  length.  If  a  foreign  army  were  to  land  in 
it,  of  ^ipealing  at  once  to  arms.    If  no  |  England  as  auxiliaries  to  a  party  in  vebeW 


man  comd  deny  the  principle  of  natxmal 
jurisprudnace  which  be  had  just  laid  down, 
It  setded  the  question  of  our  duty  to  our 
aUy.  The  duty  of  England  rested  on  the 
right  of  Portugal.  If  Portugal  had  a  right 
to  demand  explanation  from  Spain,  on 
account  of  the  military  force  which  the 
latter  government  had  assembled  on  its 
frontier,  and  if  the  refusal  of  all  satisfac- 
tory explanation  by  Spain  were  a  sufficient 
justification  of  Portugal  going  to  war — 
which  no  man  would  deny  that  it  was — 
then  was  England  bound  in  duty  to  afibrd 
the  same  assistance  to  Portugal  as  if  she 
had  been  openly  and  directly  attacked. 
The  duty  of  the  ally  to  give  assistance 
rested,  he  maintained,  on  the  right  of  the 
principal  to  go  to  war.  It  had  been  said, 
however,  by  the  other  side,  that  in  case 
our  troqis  continued  in  Portngal,  they 
must,  if  we  adhered  toour  doctrine  of  not 
inter&ring  in  the  internal  arrangements  of 


hon  against  the  government,  the  govern- 
ment would  immediately  obtain  the  ri^t 
of  calling  upon  all  its  foreign  allies  to  brmg 
their  forces  to  its  akl.  He  did  not  allude 
to  Holland  merely,  which  was  bound  to 
support  the  Protestant  succession  to  the 
throne  of  these  realms,  whenever  it  was 
endangered,  but  to  all  our  foreign  allies, 
who  would  be  bound,  in  such  a  case,  to 
send  over  their  contbgents,  not  merely  to 
attack  the  foreign  invader,  but  also  his 
domestic  partisans.  Thus  it  would  be  with 
our  own  forces  in  Portugal.  The  invader, 
with  all  his  aiders  and  abettors,  would  be 
the  legitimate  object  of  the  hostility  which 
we  were  bound  to  wage  there  for  the  benefit 
of  our  ally. — He  had  already  answered  the 
question  which  the  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site had  put,  as  to  whether  our  troops  were 
in  Portugal  to  support  the  constitution,  by 
reference  to  the  declarations  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  both  in  December  last  and 


independent  states,  confine  their  hostility  upon  the  present  evening.  He  would  now 
to  Spaniards  aloiie.  Now,  from  this  doc-  carry  his  re;^  a  little  further.  He  would 
trine,  he  must  beg  leave,  under  certain  <  point  out  a  circumstance  wrhidi  had  oc- 
Umitations,  to  dissent.  Supposing  Spain '  carred  in  1823,  and  which  proved  de* 
wefe  to  invade  Portugal,  partly  with  '  cisively,  that  it  was  not  in  support  of  the 
Spanish  soldiers,  and  partly  with  Porta-  i  constitution  of  Portngal,  but  of  Portugal 
guese  deserters,  whom  she  had  taken  into  itself,  tiMtt  we  nowgave  to  the  government 
her  pay,  would  any  man  contend,  that  our  of  that,  country  our  assistance.  He  would 
cannons  and  o«r  bayonets  should  make  beg  honottrebb  members  to  reecrilect  what 
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th€  pwBervatio*  of  peace,  dilriilg  the  eon- 
tmmmce  of  b^  electkxi/}  dstd  ht  tfa^reibre 
felt  bound  to  give  bis  cordial  support  f  o 
thebiH. 

Lord  RancHffe  fliought  the  bill  an  mva- 
sioii  of  the  ligMs  of  corporations,  and  ex« 
pressed  his  determination'  to  oppose  it. 

Sir  C.  Wetherell  observed,  that,  nniil 
the  Nottinf^ram  case  ottenrred,  there  was 
no  instance  of  tbe  interference  of  the 
House,  in  the  way  m  which  it  was  now 
proposed  that  it  should  interfere.  In  (he 
Nottmgham  case,  Mr.  Fox  opposed  that 
teeasore,  ia  a  speech  of  great  eloquence, 
and  contended,  that  that  Hotise  ought  not 
to  interfere  wl^fer^f  a  remedv  wtts  provided, 
by  the  otdinary  precMs  or  law  in  the  tf  i- 
bunails  of  the  coantry ^  There  wsts  no 
ans^gy  between  the  Nottln^attn  case  and 
the  preseiil.  Whosver  was^  of  that  opi- 
nion wonld  #ad  himself  greatly  mistaken. 
in  short,  it  trOttld  be  abi^rd  to  adopt  the 
NottinglMnn  case,  aas  a  ground  of  proceed- 
ing in  the  present.  His  opposition  to  the 
bi»  was  an  hidependftnt  and  conscientious 
one.  He  opposed  it,  uninliuenced  by 
a  knowledge  of  either  the  winning  or  los- 
ing candidate',  or  any  local  circumstance 
whatever.  The  House  onght  raUier  to  tt- 
ercise  a  conservative  power,  for  fhepreserva- 
tion  of  charters,  than  lend  itself  to  the 
nncalled^fot  confidcattion  of  them« 

Mr.  S.  Ric6  contended  thitt  the  bill 
wosldy  b^  no  means,  have  the  effect  of 
disfranchisement.  Tlte  case  made  out 
against  Ckyvetitry  was  much  stronger  than 
that  <yf  Nottinghami ;  and  even  if  such  a 
measure  was  not  adopted  in  the  case  of 
Nottingham,  it  ought  to  be  adopted  in  the 
present.  For  the  last  fifty  years,  there 
lad  not  been  an  election  at  Coventry  at 
which  riots  hsid  not  taken  p)ac6. 

Mr.  Oaulbum  argued  agahtst  ihe  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  trhich^  he  contended, 
was  destructive  of  chartered  rights. 

Sir  /.  WrottBtley  warlnly  defended  the 
bSl. 

Th6  Gonuniitce  tb«n  divided:  Ayes  51 ; 
Woes  3S.  ^ 

HOtJSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  June  11. 

SupPLt  OF  Watie  to  the  Metho- 
poLis — Grand  Junction  Ooupany.] 
Lord  Whamdiffe  pi^ssented  a  petition 
from  the  Grana  Junction  Water  Works 
Company,  praying  fot  inquiry.  His  loid- 
ship  suted»  that  he  hid  fimnerly  pnsented 


a  p^tion,  comj^niining  oi  the  stfpply  of 
water  to  the  western  parts  of  the  metropo- 
lis, which  petition  was  principally  directed 
against  the  company  which  now  came  to 
their  lordships  also  asking  for  inqniry. 
The  petition  was  reid  and  Mid  On  the  ta- 
ble. His  lordship  then  sttkted,  that  in 
cdnseqnence  of  these  petitions,  he  would 
nKyve^  that  an  bumble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  majesty,  praying  his  majesty  to  or- 
d^  8  commission  to  bef  issued  to  inquire 
intc^  the  supply  of  water  to  the  ihetronolia. 
For  a  considerables  iinUe  past,  the  innabf- 
tants  of  the#Mend  of  tTO  town  had  made 
complaints  of  the  impure  quality  of  the 
water,  and  (9f  the  high  rate  tbey  were 
nnde  to  pay  for  the  supply.  At  a  puMtc 
meeting,  at  iHl^idi  a  petitfon  to  both  Housea 
of  ParfianMint  had  been  agreed  to,  samplea 
of  the  water  htA  been  exhibited ;  ana,  if 
the  general  Supply  wcrci  like  the  samples, 
it  must  be  v^  impure.  The  subject  was 
of  great  importance  to  all  the  inhi(biunits 
of  London.  H^  would  not  say  that  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal  Company  had  mis- 
conducted  themselves,  but  the  complaints 
made  of  the  unwholesomenesa  of  the 
water  they  supplied,  and  the  ext^nragance 
of  th^ir  terms,  shewed  the  necessity  for 
makiug  some  inquiry.  One  source  m  the 
stroi^  feeling  mani&sted  against  the  com- 

Kny  was,  their  having  undert^n  to 
ing  water  from  the  Grand  Junction  Canal . 
which  they  had  found  inadequate,  and 
then  they  had  had  recourse  to  the  Thames. 
They  had  there  built  what  was  called  A 
Dolphin,  near  Chelsea,  from  whence  they 
had  taken  the  water,  and  pumpin?  it  up 
to  Paddiugton,  had  distributed  it  through 
the  town.  Now,  it  was  said,  that  the 
Dolphin  was  so  close  to  the  great  Rane- 
Iftgh  common  sewer,  that  It  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  contaminated.  Whether 
any  objection  could  be  hiade  against  the 
wat«r  of  the  Thames  itself,  as  being  unfit 
for  domestic  purposes,  he  did  not  say. 
Fot  many  years  London  had  been  supplied 
with  Thames  water*  the  London  water- 
works, and  the  Chelsea  water-works,  both, 
he  believed,  took  their  supply  ftom  the 
river,  but  it  should  be  rememDeted,  that 
the  river  was  formerly  not  so  inipure  as  at 
present.  There  were  now,  he  believed, 
not  less  than  ninety  common  sewers  dis- 
chatgiog  their  contents  into  the  Thames, 
between  Battersea-bridge  and  the  Tower. 
It  Would  naturally  seem  that,  with  this 
sort  of  discharge  running  into  it,  the 
Thames  water  fould  not  ne  very  fit  fbr 
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On  a  qBertimi  of  this  Tital  import- 
aace,  lie  thought  it  the  dutj^  of  govern* 
ment  to  institute  an  inqnirj,  and  ascertain 
whether  the  complaints  had  any  founda- 
tion or  not ;  and  if  they  were  well  founded, 
he  thought  government  ought  to  take 
steps  to  remove  them.  He  had  at  first 
thimght  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  a  parlia- 
mentary one ;  but  conndering  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  and  that  the  investigation 
must  be,  in  a  great  measure,  scienti^,  he 
had  been  induced  to  change  his  opinion ; 
and  he  should  move  an  humble  Address 
to  his  maiesty  to  appoint  a  commission. 

Earl  Uroivenor  supported  the  motion, 
as  equally  necessary  for  the  reputation  of 
the  Grand  Junction  Company  as  the  good 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  company,  he 
understood,  had  found  it  impracticable  to 
purify  the  canal  water,  which  had  induced 
them  to  have  recourse  to  the  Thames. 
By  employing  several  reservoirs,  which 
they  were  then  constructing,  they  expected 
to  purify  the  Thames  water,  so  as  to  make 
it  fit  for  all  domestic  purposes. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  completely 
concurred  with  the  noble  mover  in  all  his 
observations.  He  had  no  doubt  that  a 
commission  would,  in  the  first  instance, 
be  the  best  method  of  inquiring ;  but  he 
would  not  say,  when  the  Report  of  the 
commission  was  laid  before  them,  that 
their  lordships  ought  not  then  to  institute 
an  inquiry.  When  the  Water  Companies 
had  come  to  parliament  to  ask  for  their 
exclusive  privileges,  they  had  all  asked 
them  on  the  ground  of  competition  being 
beneficial  to  the  inhabitants;  but  they 
had  scarcely  got  their  charters,  when  they 
entered  into  an  agreement  to  divide  the 
metropolis  Into  districts,  and  allotted  one 
to  each  company.  This  proceeding  his 
lordship  characterised  as  a  gross  fraud  on 
parliament  and  the  public.  Since  this 
arrangement  had  been  made,  the  charge 
for  the  supply  of  water  had  been  increased 
fourfold,  and  the  supply  had  become  a 
great  deal  worse. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday  f  June  11. 

Supply  op  Water  to  thb  Afarao- 
POLis — Qravd  Juhctiow  Compaht.] 
Mr.  Whitmore  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  Grand  Junction  Waterworks  Company, 
setting  forth,  **  That  the  Petitioners  were 
iacorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  5)st  of 


George  3rd,  and  authorised  to  exercise 
certain  powers  for  supplying  the  parish 
of  Paddington,    and    the  parishes   and 
streets  adjacent,  with  Water,  from  and 
out  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,   and 
subsequently  by  the  Acts  of  the  69th  of 
George  3rd,  and  the  7th  of  George  4th, 
were  recognized  and  confirmed  a  corporate 
body  for  ever,  for  supplying  Water  from 
the  river  Thames;    tluit  the  Petitioners 
have  observed  that  a  Petition  has  been 
presented  to  the  House,  complaining  that 
the  several  Water  Companies  b^  whom 
London  is  supplied,    aim  especially  the 
Petitioners,  have  abused  the  powers  in- 
trusted to  them  by  the  Legislature,  and 
Naying  for  inquiry  kad  redress;  that  the 
retttioners  have  not  the  smallest  wish  to 
avert  or  impede  such  inquiry ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  tneir  ardent  desire  that  it  should 
be  immediate  and  complete;    that  the 
Petitioners  are  prepared  with  the  amplest 
proof  of  the  utter  groundlessness  of  the 
grave  charges  contamed  in  the  said  Peti- 
tion ;  that,  with  regard  to  the  competition 
referred  to  in  the  said  Petition,  it  may  be 
sufficient  for  the  Petitioners  to  state,  that 
it  was  fully  proved  before  a  Committee  of 
the  House  in  1821,  that  the  competition 
which  had  existed  between  the  Companiea 
was  alike  disastrous   to  the   competbg 
parties  and  inexpedient  for  the  public, 
and  that  the  arrangement  alluded  to  in 
the  sakl  Petition  had  the  full  sanction  of 
that  Committee ;  that  the  Petitioners  are 
prepared  with  proof  that  the  assertion  of 
the  Water  supplied  by  the  Petitioners 
being   unwholesome    is   utterly    without 
foundation  ^  and  that  the  opinions  of  the 
professional  men  alluded  to  in  the  said 
Petition  are  crude,  hasty,  and  inaccurate  ; 
formed  without  the  requisite  care  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  specimens  pro- 
nounced upon  were  taken,  and,  as  the 
Petitioners  believe,  in  almost  all,  if  not  in 
every  instance,  without  analysis;    whilst 
properties    and  qualities   are,    by  those 
opinions,    ascribed   to  the  water  which 
nothing  but  a  careful  and  scientific  analysis 
could  detect;    that  the  Petitioners  are 
ready  to  prove  by  analysis,  performed  by 
experienised  and  scientific  chemists,  that 
the  Water  supplied  by  the  Company  is 
unexceptionably  good ;  that  changing  the 
source  of  the  supply  ftom   the  Grand 
Junction  Canal  to  the  Thames,  so  far  from 
being  a  breach  of  ftuth,  for  which  the 
Petitioners  deserve  censure,  was  an  ar- 
raogemeni  not  only  sanctionad  by  the 
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legislature,   but  highly  beneficial  to  the 
public:  the  quality  of  the  Water  of  the 
Canal  had  not,  on  trial,  proved  equal  to 
the  expectations  which  had  been  formed 
of  it,  conclusive  proof  whereof  may  be 
found  in  the  fact  of  the  Water,  both  of 
the  Brent  and  of  the  Ruislip  Reservoir 
being  diverted  at  great  expense  from  en- 
tering that  branch  of  the  Canal  which 
supplied  the  Water  to  the  works  of  the 
Petitioners ;  that  the  Petitioners,  far  from 
being  actuated  by  the  sordid  feeling  of 
obtaining  the  greatest    return  with   the 
least  outlay,  and  with  a  disregard  to  the 
health  and  convenience  of  the  Public, 
have  recently  expended,  and  are  expend- 
ing, 50,000/.  from  which  they  will  not 
derive  the  smallest  increase  of  incoms, 
feeling  that,  whilst  they  are  left  undis- 
turbed in  the  occupation  of  the  district 
they  supply,  both  their  duty  to  the  Public 
and  their  own  interest,  rationally  viewed, 
concur  in  imposing  upon  them  the  neces- 
sity of   improving    their   supply  to  the 
utmost;  and  they  will  venture  to  assure 
the  House,  that  their  efforts  to  accomplish 
this  object  will  never  cease  whilst  one 
means  of  improvement  shall  remain  un- 
exhausted ;  that  the  Petitioners  crave  per- 
mission humbly  to  state  to  the  House, 
that    they  have  now  for   months   been 
labouring  under  most  unjust  aspersions, 
and  that  any  delay  in  the  investigation  of 
the  charges  brought  against  them  must 
prove  equally  injurious  to  the  Public  and 
to  the  Petitioners,  as,  although  they  have 
hitherto  persevered  in  carrying  their  seve- 
ral plans  of  improvement  into  effect,  under 
the  discouraging  circumstances  of  public 
disapprobation,  and  the  fear  of  legislative 
interference  (having  actually,    within    a 
fortnight,  completed  a  material  portion  of 
such  improvements,  which  have  been  more 
than  two  years  in  progress),  they  must 
now  abstain  from  any  further  prosecution 
of  their  plans,  until  it  can  be  known  what 
measures  with  regard  to  them  Parliament 
in  its  wisdom  may  adopt ;  the  Petitioners, 
therefore,  humbly  pray,  That,  in  whatever 
mode  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Petitioners    may   be   made,    the    House 
would  be  pleased  to  direct  that  it  may  be 
immediate,  and  prosecuted  speedily  to  a 
conclusion." 

Sir  F.  Burdeit  said,  he  was  glad  that 
the  petitioners  had  no  objection  to  the 
inquiry  which  he  meant  to  propose. 

The  Petition  vras  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  evenings 


the  hon«  baronet  moved  an  Address  to  His 
Majesty, "  for  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Supply  of  Water  in  the  Metropolis;*'  which 
was  agreed  to. 

East  Rrtford  DiSFHANCtiisEiiKNT.] 
Mr.  Western,  in  rising  to  move  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Special  Repoit  from  the  East  Retford 
Election  Committee  (of  which  he  had 
been  chairman)  lamented,  that  his  stale 
of  health  was  such  as  to  prevent  him  from 
bringing  forward  this  subject ;  a  duty 
which  he  would  otherwise  have  been  bound 
to  discharge.  It  was,  however,  a  Batbfac> 
tion  to  him,  that  it  would  fall  into  the 
hands  of  his  hon.  friend,  the  member  for 
Blechingley,  who,  having  undertaken  it 
in  com^Siance  with  his  wish  and  that  of 
the  comnuttee,  would,  he  was  confident, 
do  ample  justice  to  the  case.  He  would 
not  anticipate  any  thing  that  his  hon. 
friend  might  have  to  say,  but  content 
himself  by  stating,  that  the  Special  Report 
was  voted  unanimously  by  the  committee, 
and  in  his  judgment  deserved  and  required 
the  immediate  and  serious  attention  of 
parliament. 

The  Order  of  the  day  being  read, 
Mr.  Tennyson  said,  that  he  should  no* 
do  justice  to  himself  if  he  did  not,  in  the 
first  instance,  express  his  unfeigned  and 
unqualified  regret,  that  a  subject  of  to 
much  importance  would  not  have  the  full 
benefit  of  the  talents  and  experience  of  his 
hon.  friend,  the  member  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  on  whom,  as  chairman  of  the  East 
Retford  Election  Committee,  it  would 
naturally  have  devolved.  He  regretted  it 
still  more,  on  account  of  the  cause  assi^ed 
by  his  hon.  friend ;  namely,  the  condition 
of  his  personal  health,  which  must  always 
deeply  interest  those  who  had  enjoyed 
any  opportunity  of  appreciating  his  public 
or  private  worth.'  Circumstances,  rather 
than  any  imagined  qualifications  of  his 
own  for  the  task,  had  cast  it  upon  him. 
He  should  have  declined  it,  under  the  ap- 
prehension that  he  could  not  do  it  justice, 
if  he  had  not  been  assured  of  the  kind 

* 

assistance  of  his  hon.  friend,  and  of  the 
support  of  the  committee.  For  the  aid 
and  ec-operation  he  had  received  from  them 
he  was  grateful ;  but  still  he  must  entreat 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  the  im- 
perfect manner,  in  which  he  should  lay 
before  it  those  grounds,  which  induced  the 
committee  to  arrive  at  an  unanimous  con* 
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chnkm  upon  the  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  candidates  at  the  last  election  for 
East  Retford  were  sir  Robert  Lawrie 
Dundas,  a  knight  of  the  Bath,  and  an 
officer  distinguished  in  his  majesty's  military 
service ;  William  Battle  Wrightson,  esq.,  a 
gentleman  of  high  and  honourable  charac- 
ter in  the  county  of  York,  and  sir  Henry 
Wright  Wilson,  well  known  as  arespectable 
member  of  the  last  parliament.  Sir  Robert 
Dundas  and  Mr.  Wrightson  were  returned. 
A  petition  was  presented  against  that  re- 
turn, aAd  the  committee  to  whom  it  was 
referred,  decided,  that  the  election  was 
▼oid,  and  made  a  special  report  to  the 
House,  which  he  would  now  beg  leave  to 
read.  After  haying  resolved  that  sir  Robert 
Dundas  and  Mr.  Wrightson  had,  by  their 
agents,  been  guilty  of  treating  at  the  last 
election  for  ^t  Retford,  the  Report  pro- 
ceeded as  follows : 

"  The  Committee  consider  it  their  duty 
to  direct  the  serious  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  corrupt  state  of  the  Borough  of 
East  Retford.  It  appears  to  the  committee 
from  the  evidence  of  several  witnesses, 
that  at  elections  of  burgesses  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  this  borough,  it  has  been  a 
notorious,  long-continued,  and  general 
practice,  for  the  electors  who  voted  for  the 
successful  candidates  to  receive  the  sum  of 
twenty  guineas  from  each  of  them  ;  so 
that  ttkoSd  burgesses  who  voted  for  both 
the  members  returned  have  customarily  re- 
ceived forty  guineas  for  such  exercise  of 
their  elective  franchbe.  It  further  appears 
to  the  committee  that  an  expectation  pre- 
vailed in  the  borough,  that  this  custom 
would  be  acted  upon  at  the  last  election, 
although  they  have  no  sufficient  proof  that 
such  expectation  was  encouraged  by  the 
candidates  then  returned." 

It  would  now  be  his  duty  to  state  to  the 
House,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  substance 
of  so  much  of  the  evidence  as  would 
justify  the  special  report  which  he  had  just 
read;  but  he  was  anxious,  before  he  pro- 
ceeded further,  to  express  his  hope,  that 
in  any  of  the  observations  he  might  feel  it 
his  duty  to  make,  he  might  not  be  con- 
sidered as  casting  personal  reflection  upon 
sir  Robert  Dundas  and  Mr.  Wrightson  for 
both  of  whom  he  entertained  the  highest 
respect. 

The  special  Report  commenced  by  stat- 
**^Sf  hi  general  terms,  the  corrupt  condition 
of  the  borough.  That  corruption  had  two 
piincipal  features;  one,  the  roost  extensive 


treating,  and  the  other,  a  species  of  bribery, 
not  peculiar  indeed  to  East  Retford,  but 
which  seemed  to  have  become  more  com- 
pletely established  there,  as  a  rooted  and 
inveterate  habit,  than  in  any  pther  borough, 
and  to  have  reached  in  pecuniary  amount, 
and  with  regard  to  the  openness  of  the 
practice,  an  extent  and  audacity  unparal- 
leled  elsewhere.      With  respect  to  the 
treating,  he  should  not  dwell  upon  it  at  any 
length ;  yet  he  should  scarcely  do  his  duty 
to  die  House,  if  he  did  not  state,  that  it 
clearly  appeared  from  the  evidence,  that 
during  some  months  prior  to  the  election, 
several  public  houses  in  the  interest  of  sir 
Robert  Dundas  and  Mr.  Wrightson,  had 
been  open  to  the  voters  up  to  and  beyond 
the  period  of  the  return.    The  law  only 
deemed  the  treating  which  took  place  be- 
tween the  teste  of  the  writ  and  toe  return, 
that  which  would  vacate  the  seat  of  a 
member  who  had  resorted  to  it;  but,  there 
was  obviously,  little  difference  in  eflect, 
between  treating  prior  and  treating  sub- 
sequent to  the  teste  of  the  writ,  and  no 
difference  whatever  with  regard  to  the 
moral  condition  of  voters  who  reauired  to 
have  their  intellects  thus  stimulated,  in 
order  to  fit  them  for  th%  due  exercise  of 
their  .elective  franchise.     He  might  refer 
the  House,  for  evidence  of  the  extent  to 
which   this  treating  was  carried,  to  the 
minutes  generally;  but  more  particularly 
to  pages  61,  62,  and  63,  and  pp.   133, 
134,  where,  on  the  evidence  of  Jonathan 
Marr  and  William  Jackson  it  appeared  in 
substance,  '*  that  the  agent's  House,  and 
several  public   Houses  in  Retford  were 
open  for  the  party  ultimately  successful 
for  some  months  prior  to  the  election,  and 
until  t^o  or  three  days  after  it.  When  the 
opposite  party  was  gaining  ground,  there 
vras  BO  limit  whatever  to  the  liquor  dis- 
tributed.    The  freemen  frequently  met  at 
these  Houses  at  six  in  the  morning ;  and,  if 
the  doors  and  windows  were  not  open,  they 
would  rattle  at  the  shutters  to  gain  ad- 
mission. Sometimes  the  liquor  was  stopped 
at  ten  or  eleven  at  night:  sometimes  it 
went  on  till  morning.     The  numbers  fre- 
quently assembled  at  one  of  these  Houses, 
were  from  thirty  to  forty,  and  sometimes 
even  as  many  as  sixty  would  be  seen  to- 
gether."— ^This  treating  was  at  the  expense 
of  the  candidates  eventually  returned ;  and 
it  was  upon  proof  of  this,  that  tlie  com- 
mittee pronounced  the  election  to  be  void. 
The  House  would  observe,  that  the  minutes 
only  suted  the  treating  on  the  part  of  the 
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sacceflsful  candidates ;  but  there  was  reason 
to  conclude,  that  the  same  scenes  were  also 
taking  place  on  th&  other  side.  The  natural 
and  Imost  necessary  consequence  ensued; 
namely,  outrageous  rioting,  which  threw 
the  whole  town  into  consternation ; — rioting 
to  such  an  extent,  that  it  became  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  call  in  a  military 
force.  The  terrific  details  of  these  riotous 
proceedings^  might  be  found  in  the  minutes 
pp.  39  and  40  and  pp.  190,  1,  2 :  but  he 
had  referred  to  the  treating  and  its  con- 
sequences rather  for  tbe  purpose  of  discharg- 
ing his  duty  by  touching  on  all  the  points 
glanced  at  by  the  special  Report,  and  for 
ue  purpose,  undouotedly,  of  directing  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  these  practices  as 
too  general  at  elections  for  small  open 
boroughs,  than  for  any  ulterior  object  he 
had  in  view,  with  regard  to  the  borough 
of  East  Retford.  He  hoped  that  some 
method  might  be  shortly  devised  to  put  an 
end  to  such  proceedings ;  and  ventured  to 
recommend  the  subject  to  the  attention  of 
the  right  hou.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Wynn). 

He  should  now  proceed  to  the  ^rravam^n 
of  the    charge    against    this    borough ; 
namely/the  receipt,  by  the  electors,  of  what 
was  called  election-money  or  head-money, 
customarily  paid  by  the  successful  candi- 
dates after  each  election.    The  fact  was 
90  clearly  made  out,  by  the  testimony  of 
every  witness  who  was  examined  upon  the 
pokt,  that  any  hon.  member  who  had 
taken  even  the  most  cursory  view  of  the 
evidence,  must  be  perfectly  satisfied  of 
the  existence  of    tne  practice   at  East 
Retford.     He  would  now  point  out,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  such  portions  of  that 
evidence  as  seemed  to  bear  most  distinctly 
on  that  point ;  and  he  entreated  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  while  he  discharged 
this  tedious  but  essential  part  of  his  duty. 
Stephen  HemsworUi,  p.  17  of  the  Printed 
Minutes,  said,  "  Tne  expression  losing 
your  eUctUm,  meant  losing  the  forty 
guineas.    That  at  two  former  elections 
he  received  forty  guineas.'^ 
Samuel  Buxton,  p.  69,  apparently  between 
sixty  and  seventy  years  of  a^e,  said, 
**  He  had  voted  at  four  precedmg  elec- 
tions, but  not  at  the  last."    On  being 
asked,  whether  he  got  any  thing  at  those 
former  elections,  he  said, "  he  did."    On 
being  asked,  whether  it  was  "  all  right "  at 
those  elections  (which  was  an  expression 
shewn  by  the  evidence  to  apply  to  the 
due  payment  of  the  election  money),  he 


replied,  "  Tes ;  they  sometimes  med  to 
tip  me  a  letter,  and  put  it  into  my  win- 
dow with  20/.  and  so  on ;  and  that  it 
was  "  all  raht,"  the  same  as  Mr.  Kirike 
and  Mr.  F^ljambe  (friends  of  tbe  suc- 
cessful candidates)  had  told  him  it  would 
be  this  time,  if  he  would  vote  for  Mr. 
Wrightson  i  that  at  those  former  elections 
he  received  two  sums  of  20/.  that  is  20i. 
from  each  candidate.'^  He  was  asked, 
whether  other  voters  wer^  as  fortunate  as 
himself?  His  refrfy  was,  "  If  they  win, 
they  expect  it,  the  same  as  a  labouring 
man  that  goes  to  his  day's  work.  It 
had  been  tlie  practice  ever  since  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age." 

Thomas  Giles,  a  shoe-maker,  pp.  74,  79, 
stated,  '<  That  the  inducement  held  out 
to  him,  and,  in  his  presence,  to  George 
Palfrey  man,  another  voter,  by  Thornton, 
the  agent  for  Mr.  Wrightson,  was,  that 
if  they  would  vote  for  him  (Mr.  W.), 
they  would  be  sure  of  their  money ;  but 
as  to  sir  Henry  Wilson,  he  was  a  mean 
man,  and  if  they  voted  for  him,  they 
would  get  nothing.''  On  being  asked 
the  sum  he  was  to  have,  he  replied, 
''  In  fore  times  they  used  to  have  forty 
guineas.'' 

George  Palfreyman,  shoemaker,  p.  65,  con- 
firmed the  last  witness ;  for  he  deposed 
that ''  Thornton  said  to  him,  he  (r)  was 
on  the  wrong  side ;  that  sir  H,  Wilson 
was  a  very  mean  man ;  that  he  would 
never  get  any  thing  for  his  rate ;  that 
he  was  sorry  he  should  be  led  away, 
this  being  his  first  election  ;  that  if  he 
promised  Mr.  Wrightson,  he  woukl  be 
sure  of  his  money,  and  that  he  (Thorn- 
ton) would  ensure  it."  When  adced, 
why  he  desired  Thornton  to  fbook  him  ? 
he  replied,  "  Because  he  thought  there 
would  be  the  money  for  his  vote.*' 

Samuel  Hindley,  another  shoemaker,  p. 
95,  stated,  that  '*  He  received  forty  gnt<- 
neas  after  the  election  of  1818;  that 
Thornton  in  his  presence  canvassed  the 
witness's  journeymen  in  these  terms: 
*  He  asked  them  for  their  votes,  and 
said  he  would  assure  them  of  their  forty 
guineas';  but  that  sir  Henry  Wilson  was 
a  shabby  old  man,  and  would  give  them 
nothing.'"  The  witness  said,  "That 
Thornton  repeated  this  many  times.'' 

William  Baker,  another  shoemaker,  p. 
104,  said,  <'  He  had  been  eighteen  years 
a  freeman ;  had  never  voted,  but  had  been 
applied  to  for  his  vote,  at  three  prior 
elections ;  that  it  was  '  all  right'  at  those 
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deetioni;  and  that  he  had  tecehed 
forty  guineas  at  each  of  them;  that 
strangers  paid  him;  but  afler  one  of 
Mr.  Crompton's  elections,  he  was  sent 
for  to  the  bank  at  Retford,  and  there 
paid  \0L,  being  the  balance  dne  to  make 
up  twenty  guineas,  he  baring  preriouslj 
borrowed  10/.  of  Mr.  Foljambe  the 
banker."  He  stated,  that  **  Twenty 
gtiineas  for  each  vote  was  the  custom  of 
Retford;"  and  he  corrected  hisfbrmer 
statement  by  saying,  that  "  He  had  not 
received  any  tiling  from  Mr.  Osbaldes* 
ton  or  Mr.  Marsh.*' 

Mr.  Foljambe,  a  banker  at  Retford,  who 
was  evidently  reluctant  to  speak  of  this 
practice^  p.  120,  said,  **  He  had  wit- 
nessed four  elections,  including  the  last, 
admitted,  that  it  was  reported  to  be  the 
notorious  practice  of  the  place,  that  the 
burgesses  who  voted  for  the  successful 
candidate,  received  a  sum  of  money  for 
their  votes  after  the  election.  That  20/. 
or  twenty  guineas,  was  the  sum  said  to 
be  paid  on  those  occasions,  and  twice 
that  sum  for  a  double  vote." 

Mr.  Fox,  clerk  to  Mr.  Foljambe,  who  was 
also  a  witness  obviously  verr  unwilling 
to  depose  on  this  matter,  said,  *'  He  had 
^tnessed  fbur  elections  at  Retford." 
At  first  he  said,  with  reference  to  the 
practice  in  question,  "  He  had  very  lit- 
tle doubt  such  things  had  been  done ; 
he  thought  Uiere  was  no  doubt."  Then 
he  is  asked,  whether  he  had  ever  heard 
of  any  election  where  it  was  omitted  ? 
he  replied,  "  Yes."     Q.   "  When  was 

■  it  T** — **  About  fifteen  or  sixteen  years 
aso,  I  heard  there  was  a  member  came 
who  never  paid  any  thing."  Q.  "  What 
member  was  that?"— "Mr.  Marsh." 
He  mentions,  "  Forty  guineas  as  the 
sum  said  to  be  usually  paid  at  Retford 
upon  elections." 

Mr.  Foljambe,  being  recalled,  said,  "  He 
recollected  Mr.  Marsh  beine  a  candi- 
date  fbr  Retford.  He  had  heard  that 
he  had  not  paid  his  election  money; 
that  Mr.  Marsh  had  not  offered  himself 
again  for  Retfbrd."  And  on  the  witness 
beingasked, "  Whether  Mr.  Marsh  would 
have  had  any  chance  if  he  had  so  offered 
himself?"  he  replied,  with  a  smile,  "  1 
think  not." 

William  Jackson,  a  smith,  p.  133,  said, 
"  He  had  voted  at  three  elections,  in- 
cluding the  last,  and  that  at  the  two 
fbrmer  elections  he  had  received  forty 
guineas,  which  was  the  understood  price 


at  Retfbfd."  This  witnM  combo- 
rated  the  statements  of  the  witnesses 
Giles,  Palfreyman,  and  Hindle^,  as  to  the 
use  made  of  a  reference  to  this  practice 
by  Thornton  in  his  canvass ;  when 
witness  heard  him  address  the  freemen 
at  the  Vine  public  house,  he  (Thornton) 
said,  "  They  shpuld  all  get  their  moneys 
if  they  voted  for  Dundas  and  Wright^ 
son ;  but  if  they  voted  for  Wilson,  they 
would  not  get  a  farthing."  From  the 
Evidence  in  pp.  135,  136,  141,  142, 
it  appeared,  that  this  witness,  William 
Jackson,  had  received  20l<  through  hti 
brother,  by  the  contrivance  of  Thotaton, 
Foliambe,  and  one  William  Burton,  as 
an  inducement  to  him  to  come  back  to 
the  party  of  Dundas  and  Wrightson. 
In  p.  142,  he  said,  "  He  took  this  20t. 
to  be  part  of  the  election  money  i "  and 
in  p.  145,  he  added,  that  ''He  expected 
to  receive  22/.  more ;  that  he  expected 
forty  guineas  for  his  vote,  that  bein^  a 
I  customary  thing  at  Retford,and  he  having 
received  it  before.  He  expected  to  re- 
ceive the  22/.  when  all  the  rest  were 
paid,  but  he  did  not  apply  for  it,  be* 
cause  there  was  a  petition  coming  up." 
He  added,  that ''  It  was  not  the  custom 
for  the  unsuccessful  candidates  also  to 
pay  the  fort^  guineas,  but  only  the 
winning  candidates." 
Mr.  Thomas  Bigsby,  a  respectable  solici- 
tor at  Retfonl,  and  partner  with  the 
town  clerk,  spoke  of  the  practice  at  first 
with  some  reluctance,  like  Foljambe 
and  Fox.  He  spoke  of  it  accordingly, 
by  reference  to  general  rumour,  but  said, 
"  He  had  no  doubt  of  it.  Now  and  then 
a  candidate  escaped.  Mr.  Osbaldestoti 
in  part"  (which  the  hon.  gentleman  said 
he  would  afterwards  explain),  *'  and  Mr. 
Marsh  altogether.  The  reputation  was, 
and  he  presumed,  that  at  quiet  electtons 
the  voters  received  bribes  of  that  kind, 
and  he  had  heard  of  no  distinction  Imh 
t^een  quiet  elections  and  others  in  that 
respect.  That  he  should  think  very 
nearly  all  the  electors  availed  themsehres 
of  the  custom,  and  that  forty  guineas 
was  the  sum  he  had  heard  of,  as  that 
received  by  the  voters." 
The  only  remaining  witness  necessary  to 
refer  to  was  William  Brown,  who,  p. 
174,  stated,  that  "  One  John  Taylor  ap- 
plied  to  him  for  his  vote,  a  few  days 
prior  to  the  election,  and  said,  that  the 
witness  would  ret  nothing  from  sir  H. 
Wilion,  so  he  bad  better  come  over  to 
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their  party  and  have  the  regular  thing, 

which  was  forty  guineas." 

Francis  White,  p.  181,  and  some  other 
witnesses,  spoke  to  die  same  effect,  but  the 
hon.  member  thought  it  would  be  an  un- 
necessary waste  of  the  time  of  the  House, 
to  make  any  further  quotations  from  the 
minutes.    In  his  conception,   there  was 
amply  sufficient  to  justify  the  House  in  any 
proceeding  it  might  think  fit  to  take.  Upon 
the  evidence  he  had  stated,  there  could 
not  remain  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that 
the  practice  referred  to  in   the  special 
Report  had  long  existed  at  Retford,  and 
thai  the  great  majority  of  the  burgesses 
were  corrupted  by  it.  After  much  diligent 
inquiry  he  had  only  discovered  five  bur- 
gesses who  had  not  accepted  this  remune- 
ration for  their  votes;    and  they  were 
persons  who   had    moved   in   a  higher 
sphere  than  the  rest.     Although  the  pay- 
ment of  head-money  was  not  strictly  and 
distinctly  bribery,  yet  it  had  the  same 
result.     If  not  bribery,  in  some  respects  it 
was  much  worse;   for  it  operated  more 
steadily  and  imiformly — ^with  a  corrupt 
and  demoralizing  general  influence  upon 
the  whole  body  of  the  electors,  and  not 
merely  upon  specific  and  selected  indi- 
viduais.     It  operated  silently  and  without 
any  effort,   or  overt-act,  on  the  part  of 
the  candidate;    the  necessity  for  which, 
and  the  danger  thence  arising,  in  ordinary 
bribery,  must  obviously  limit  its  extent. 
The  practice  clearly  offered  to  the  elector 
an  inducement  to  vote  for  the  strongest 
party,  without  regard  to  the  qualifications 
of  the  candidate ;  and  it  had  been  so'-^ni- 
ployed  in  the  present  instance.     A  body 
thus  corruptly  dealing  with  their  franchises 
could  not  be  a  proper  or  safe  depository 
for  the    constitutional  trust  reposed    in 
them.    Their  limited  number  ahd  inferior 
condition  in  life  left  them  still  more  open 
to  the  mischiefs  of  which  he  complained. 
In  all  there  were  about  two  hundred  voters, 
of  whom  about  one  half  only  were  inhaft>it- 
ants  of  Retford  ;   the  remainder  residing 
in  London  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
The  resident  voters  were  of  the  very  lowest 
class  in  society.    There  was  not  amongst 
them  even  a  single  tradesman  of  the  higher 
order.    They  were  chiefly  inferior  shoe- 
makers and  shoe-menders,  and  other  minor 
artizans.    The  body  did  not  comprise  an 
individual  who  could,  with  any  sort  of 
propriety,  be  named  as  proper  to  exercise 
the  local  magistracy.     If  ever  there  was  a 
case  for  admitting  the  county  magistracy 


to  concurrent,  or  rather  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, it  was  this.    The  House  bad  seen 
what  had  been  the  consequence  of  the 
feeble  condition  of  the  borough  magistracy 
at  the  last  election ;   namely,  the  most 
frightful  disorders,    and  a   necessity  for 
military  protection.    That,  however,  was 
a  text  for  another  branch  of  the  subject, 
not  now  to  be  discussed,  because  it  formed 
no  part  of  the  special  Report.     The  pre* 
sent  question  was,  whether  the  practice  of 
receiving  forty  guineas  as  head-money, 
was  sufficiently  proved  to  justify  the  House 
in  adopting  the  course  which  he  should 
venture  to   recommend.     He  thought  it 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  that  every  wit- 
ness, whether  a  voter  or  not,  had  admitted 
it  as  matter  of  notoriety ;  and  that  every 
witness  who  was  a  voter,  when  asked  the 
question,  stated,  that  he  had  himself  re- 
ceived the  election-money,  whenever  he 
had  voted,  except  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Marsh,  who  had  left  them  in  the  lurch, 
and  with  some  qualification  in  the  instance 
of  Mr.  Osbaldeston.    This  gentleman,  he 
was  informed,  had  paid  the  voters  accord- 
ing to  a  scale  of  his  own,  formed  with  re-- 
ference  to  the  degree  of  promptness  with 
which  they  had  promised  him.      He  held 
in  his  hand  a  paper,  upon  which  this  pay- 
ment had  been  made  6n  the  part  of  Mr. 
Osbaldeston ;    and  he  there    found  the 
voters  classed  as  entire-men,  half-men»  or 
quarter-men,  accordingly  as  they  were, 
under  that  arrangement,  to  receive  twenty 
guineas,    ten    guineas,    or  five  guineas, 
a-piece ;    or,  •  with  a  cypher  against  their 
names,  when  they  were  to  receive  nothing.  . 
The  authenticity  of  this  paper  he  could,  if 
necessary,  prove  at  the  bar.  He  mentk>ned 
it  now,  merely  to  explain  what  had  been 
stated  as  to  a  partial  payment  by  Mr.  Os- 
baldeston.   To  the  evidence  which  he  had 
quoted  from  the  printed  minutes,  he  might 
add  the  decisive  inference  afforded  by  a- 
petition  recently  presented  to  the  House 
from  several  burgesses  of  Retford  [see  App. 
to  Votes,  No.  1796]  deprecating  any  dis- 
turbance of  their  privileges;    in    which 
petition,  although  they  must  be,  and  were 
obviously,  aware  of  the  imputation  under 
which  they  lay,  they  did  not  venture  to 
deny  the  existence  of  the  practice  of  re- 
ceiving head-money,  but  contented  them- 
selves by  affirming,  "that  they  never,* 
cither  directly   or  indirectly,  made  any 
agreement  with  their  candidates,  either  at 
the  last  or  former  elections,  nor  had  they 
any  promise  or  offers  of  reward  whatever 
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ftom  their  candidates."  In  his  judgment 
the  ^charge  set  forth  in  the  special  Report 
was  sufficiently  established.  Independently 
of  what  had  been  proved,  it  was  notorious 
throughout  the  country,  that  such  a 
custom  prevailed  at  Retford.  He  would 
ask  any  member,  in  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  place,  whether  he  was  not  aware 
of  it  ?  Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  the 
case  was  made  out,  but  if  the  House  should, 
in  this  instance,  as  in  thatof  Penryn,  deem 
it  necessary  to  have  further  testimony,  he 
had  been  furnished  with  a  mass  of  supple- 
mentary evidence ;  he  would  not  say  more 
conclusive  than  that  which  he  had  stated, 
but  which  must  satisfy  the  nicest  scruples 
of  the  most  incredulous  member  in  the 
House.  To  be  prepared  with  this,  he  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  send  a  professional 
gentleman  of  talent  and  experience  (not  to 
Retford,  for  he  was  advised  that  to  send  him 
there  would  be  to  expose  his  life  to  danger 
from  the  violence  of  the  freemen),  but  into 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  borough.  The 
result  had  been,  that  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  prove,  in  the  most  distinct  manner,  the 
payment  of  election-money  at  two,  three, 
four,  or  five,  preceding  elections  to  the 
voters  genemlly,  \nih  the  qualification 
before  stated,  as  to  the  cases  of  Mr.  Os- 
baldeston  and  Mr.  Marsh,  in  1812. 
He  was  anxious  to  save  the  time  and 
labour  of  going  into  an  investigation  at 
the  bar ;  Init,  if  the  House  desired  it,  he 
was  provided  with  a  list  of  persons  to  be 
examined  there,  either  before  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  to  further  consider 
the  special  Report,  or  in  the  committee 
upon  a  Bill  to  be  brought  in.  It  could 
scarcely  be  expected  that  he  should  prove 
the  case  so  closely  as  to  bring  the  payment 
home  to  each  individual  voter,  but  if  what 
he  had  offered,  or  might  furUier  produce 
at  the  bar,  did  not  satisfy  the  House, 
any  gentleman  might  fix  upon  a  given 
number  of  names  from  the  printed  list  of 
the  burgesses  which  lay  before  him — ^he 
might  name  all  the  A's,  B*s,  and  G's,  or  all 
the  D's,  E's,  and  F's,  or  adopt  any  other 
fanciful  selection — and  he  (Mr.  T.)  would 
undertake  to  prove,  that  nineteen  twen- 
tieths of  those  so  named,  who  had  voted 
at  former  elections  for  winning  candidates, 
(always  with  some  exception  as  to  the 
election  of  1812)  had  received  the  head- 
money  of  forty  guineas,  or  twenty  guineas 
for  a  single  vote.  That  appeared  to  have 
been  the  established  price  tor  a* long  period. 
A  pemm  of  the  name  of  Oldfiddi  well 


known  as  the  author  of  a  work  on  the 
Representation  of  the  Country,  was  em- 
ployed at  Retford  by  one  of  the  parties,  in 
the  election  of  1812,  which  afforded  him 
means  of  local  ascertainment,  and  gave  his 
account  of  this  borough  more*  authority 
than  his  work  mi?ht  be  entitled  to  in  other 
respects.  Speaking  of  the  election  which 
took  place  at  Retford,  in  1802,  he  said, 
"  This  contest  produced  as  much  corrup- 
tion as  ever  disgraced  the  history  of  an 
election ;  the  price  of  votes  here  has  been 
for  the  last  sjxty  years  [he  wrote  in  1816], 
forty  guineas  a  man ;  but,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, one  hundred  and  fifty  were  given.'' 

He  would  now  state  the  course' which 
he  proposed  to  pursue.  For  the  present 
he  should  content  himself  with  moving  a 
resolution,  ''  That  the  corrupt  state  of  the 
Borough  of  EastRetford  required  the  serious 
attention  of  the  House."  To  this  motion 
he  thought  the  House  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  acceding,  while  it  would  afford 
him  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what 
its  feeling  and  opinion  might  be,  with 
respect  to  any  ulterior  proceeding.  At 
the  same  time,  it  might  be  uncandid  if  he 
did  not  declare  what  he  should  propose, 
if  left  to  act  upon  his  own  views.  He 
should,  if  the  House  adopted  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  stated,  ask  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  exclude  the  borough  of  Retford 
from  representation  in  parliament,  and  to 
enable  the  town  of  Birmingham  to  return 
two  members  in  lieu  thereof.  He  had 
selected  Birmingham  as  one  of  the  towns 
M'hich  seemed  to  stand  most  in  need  of 
parliamentary  representation,  on  account 
of  its  wealth,  trade,  and  population. 
Manchester  had  been  appropriated  by  a 
noble  lord  (J.  Russell)  wno  had  recently 
given  notice  of  a  motion  to  provide  for 
the  representation  of  that  town;  while 
the  claims  of  Leeds  and  Sheffield  were,  in 
a  degree,  diminished  by  the  additional 
representation  of  Yorkshire.  His  bill 
would  propose  the  direct  transfer  of  the 
franchise  from  Retford  to  Birmingham. 
As  Retford  was  unrepresented,  and  two 
members  were  thus  deficient  in  that  portion 
of  the  legislature  which  represented  Eng- 
land, it  would  be  improper  to  adopt  the 
course  pursued  with  regard  to  Penryn ; 
namely,  to  limit  the  proceeding  to  a  simple 
disfranchisement  in  the  first  instance, 
leaving  parliament  to  agree,  if  it  could, 
as  to  a  proper  substitute — indeed^  he 
thought  that  course  inexpedient  in  any 
case,  but  it  would  be  particularly  so  in 
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one  like  this,  where  the  repiesentation  of 
the  deprived  borough  being  vacanty  the 
Crowa  might  possibly  assert  a  right  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  by  sending  a  writ 
to  a  new  towu  of  its  own  selection.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  bill  he  should  propose 
would  provide  for  the  disfranchisement  of 
Retfora  and  the  enfranchisement  of  Bir- 
mingham wno  Jlatu,  He  should  propose 
a  town,  and  not  a  countv ;  for  a  county 
had  the  advantage  of  the  disfranchisement 
of  Grampound,  and  the  non-representa- 
tion of  several  towns  of  immense  com- 
mercial importance,  was  not  only  con- 
sidered a  grievance.  But  was,  in  tact,  a 
practical  evil.  With  respect  to  the  idea 
of  opening  the  borough  to  the  acyoining 
hundreds,  the  ground  usually  laid  for  that ; 
namely,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
electors  were  not  coirapt,  did  not  exist  in 
this  case.  It  might  be  said,  that  East 
Retford  was  a  considerable  place.  Ac- 
cording to  the  last  population  returns,  it 
contabed  about  two  thousand  five  hundxed 
inhabitants.  Including  a  population  ad- 
jacent to  East  Retford,  there  were  in  all 
about  four  thousand  inhabitants.  ItwsM^ 
therefore,  a  very  inconsiderable  town,  in 
comparison  with  a  great  number  of  others 
which  were  not  x^resented  in  parliament; 
and,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
certainly,  could  not  be  one  on  which  a 
selection  for  that  privilege  would  fall. 
There  were,  even  m  Nottinghamshire, 
eight  unrepresented  places  containing  a 
larger  population  than  East  Retford ;  and, 
if  the  {^chise  were  transferred  to  Bir- 
mlngham^  the  county  of  Warwick  would, 
even .  then,  be  still  worse  provided  with 
representatives,  in  proportion  to  its  popu- 
lation, than  llie  county  of  Nottingham 
would  remain.  At  present,  the  latter  had, 
in  this  point  of  view,  double  the  repre- 
sentation of  WarwidoBhire.  If,  there- 
fore, all,  or  the  vast  majority,  of  the 
Retford  electors,  were  in  too  corrupt  a 
state  to  be  allowed  to  retain  their  franchise, 
it  appeared  to  him,  thai  any  other  con- 
siderable town  liad  as  good,  or  a  better, 
claim  than  the  remaining  inhabitants; 
and  certainly  better  than  the  freeholders 
of  the  adjacent  hundreds,  who  had  no 
pretence  whatever,  and  could  not  require 
a  double  repgesentation.  The  principal 
inhabitants  of  Retford  had,  indeed,  pro- 
po^  to  petition  the  House  to  disfrancnise 
the  boroii^ ;  and  Mr.  Lee,  a  highly  re- 
spectable magistrate  there,  had  been  en- 
gaged in  promoting  this  petition ;  but  the 


danger  to  him  and  others  friendly  to  it* 
from  the  violence  of  the  freemen,  whose 
privileges  it  might  compromise,  was  such 
tiiat  the  parties  were  intunidated,  and  the 
petitbn  was  abandoned. 

He  thought  that  the  plan  of  opening 
the  borough  to  the  hundreds  was  absim 
and  anomalous  in  every  case,  but  in  this 
it  would  be  altogether  gratuitous,  unless 
a  particular  wish  existed  in  any  qnaiter 
to  bestow  upon  the  duke  of  Newcastle  tht 
nomination  of  two  members  in  that  House ; 
for  his  grace  had  the  prevalent  inteiest 
and  weight  in  the  hundreds  adjacent  to 
Retlbid.  Upon  the  whole,  therefose,  he 
trusted  the  House  would  think,  that,  if 
the  electors  of  Retford  were  disfiancfaised, 
it  could  not  do  better  than  seiae  such  dm 
oi^rtunity  Cor  satisfying  the  anxiety,  and 
necessity  for  representation,  which  existed 
at  Bimungfaam.  By  taking  advantage  «f 
such  occasions  as  they  arose,  and  thus 
gradually  supplying  one  of  the  great  «nd 
obvious  defects  which  time  had  created  in 
the  cxmstitution,  we  should  give  content 
to  laige,  and  sometimes  distoroed,  matsos 
of  the  community,  who  now  thirsted  bit 
representation,  and  considered  it  unjust, 
as  it  was  indeed,  absurd,  in  a  s^Mer 
sentative  government,  to  be  leflt  without  n 
provision  for  it  These  odilected  bodies 
of  the  peculation  would  be  much  less  exr 
citable  in  troublesome  times,  and  much 
less  disposed  to  devise  pditicd  th6•riei^ 
or  assert  political  principles  lor  thon- 
selves,  if  tneir  grievances  could  be  stated 
and  discussed  by  members  of  their  own  in 
that  House,  ifext,  we  should,  in  &ct,  by 
l^iving  representation  to  an  immeoaeljr 
important  mass  of  trade,  and  wealth,  and 
commercial  intelligence,  be  doing  that 
which,  he  was  persuaded,  would  be  ac* 
ceptable  to  the  country  at  large,  exoent, 
indeed,  to  the  radical  reformers,  wno 
would  privately  lament  that  their  stamg 
ground  was  moving  from  under  them. 
Snch  a  course  would  also  be  consonant  to 
the  ancient  practice  of  the  constitution, 
which  formerly  tolerated  the  discontina- 
ance  of  decayed  boroughs,  and  the  en^ 
franchisement  of  mose  prosperous  towns; 
a  practice  which  seemed  calculated  to 
meet  the  varying  interests  and  population 
of  the  country.  The  power  wiuch  the 
Crown  t^us  possessed  and  eaercised  for 
centuries,  however  politically  ofcyectionable 
and  dangerous  we  should  now  justly  deem 
it,  i^pipeaxs,  nevertheless,  to  have  been 
foxmeny  a  aource  at  renovation  for  the 
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caDSttttttion;  and,  if  it  were  now  to  be 
underatoody  that  so  such  changes  should 
in  future  take  place,  even  by  authority  of 
Darliament,  that  would  be^  in  effect^  to 
inflict  upon  the  constitution  a  principle  of 
inherent  decay  and  ruin.  Happily,  par- 
liament never  had  sanctioned  any  such 
principle.  Parliaments  of  Henry  8th  and 
Charles  2iid  had  added  towns  and  counties 
to  the  representation,  and  even  in  the  last 
parliament,  the  franchise  had  been  trans- 
ferred irom  Grampound  to  Yorkshire.  We 
had  not  yet,  indeed,  a  parliamentary  pre- 
cedent for  a  transfer  uom  one  town  to 
another,  but  he  trusted  the  case  of  East 
Retford  would  be  allowed  to  furnish  a 
first  iastaaoe  and  example.  Such  a  mea- 
aoro  would  be  expedient  in  itself,  harmo- 
aiie  with  the  ancient  practice  of  the 
ooontry,  add  stability  to  the  constitution 
itself,  and  give  aatislaction  to  the  people 
at  laige.  The  hon.  gentleman  concladed 
by  moving,  as  a  preliminary  resolution, 
*'  Thai  the  corrupt  state  of  the  Borouf^ 
of  East  Retford  required  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  House* 

Mr.  Fergumm  thought  it  was  impossible 
for  the  House  to  refuse  to  go  into  the  in- 
aairy;  but  with  respect  to  transferring  the 
fcaoAise,  his  mind  was  not  made  up  on 
that  point.  He  bad  certainly  amoral  con- 
viction of  the  guilt  of  the  borough,  but  he 
had  not  that  judicial  knowledge  which 
would  enable  him  to  vote  for  transferring 
the  firaachise  to  another  place. 

Alderman  Waithman  thought  the  evi- 
denoe  quite  sufficient  to  warrant  the  dis- 
ftanchisement  of  East  Retford.  The 
country  was  greatly  indebted  Vb  the  hon. 
member  lor  his  motion. 

Mr.  TFywt  thought,  not  only  that  a  case 
was  made  out  for  inquiry,  but  that  the  evi- 
dence was  sufficient  to  carry  a  sentence  of 
disfirandiisemeiU,  if  the  electors  of  East 
Retford  did  not  clearly  disprove  it. 

Mr*  D.  Barclay,  said,  he  had  opposed 
the  disfiranchisement  of  Penryn,  because 
he  thought  the  proof  of  corruption  had 
fiuled,  Md  he  would  support  the  present 
bill,  because  he  thought  the  evidence  was 
sufficient,  if  uncontradicted,  to  justify  that 
measure. 

Sir  J.  MadmUn^h  concurred,  that  the 
evidence  given  before  the  committee  fonn- 
•d  sufficient  ground  for  the  intsoducticn  of 
a  biU  of  disfranchisement,  unless  that  evi- 
dence should  be  rebutted. 

Lord  JeAii  iZaisstt  agreed  that  the  evi- 
dence would  be  sufficient  to  pan  the  bill, 


if  it  were  not  contradicted;  butatthesame 
time  the  House  ought  to  grant  the  borourii 
the  opportunity  of  contx^tcting  it  at  Skt 
bar  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  After 
which  Mr.  Tennyson  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  m  a  bill  "  for  excluding  the  borough 
of  East  Retford  from  electing  burgesses  to 
serve  in  parliament,  and  to  enable  the 
town  of  Birming^iam  to  return  two  rqire- 
sentatives  to  parliament  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Gotf/^icnisaid,  he  would  not  expose 
the  bringing  in  of  the  bill,  but  would  ra» 
serve  his  opinion  as  to  whether  the  borough 
should  be  disfranchised,  until  he  should 
have  heard  evidence  at  the  bar.  He  would 
also  refrain  from  givmg  any  opinion  as  to 
the  place  to  which  the  franchise  ought  to 
be  transferred* 

Sir  C,  WethereU  would  not  oppose  the 
bringing  in  of  the  bill,  but  was  decidedly 
of  opinion,  that  the  House  ought  not  to 
rest  upon  the  evidence  given  in  the  elec- 
tion committee,  but  that  it  was  incumbent 
on  those  who  brought  it  in  to  prove  their 
case  at  the  bar  of  the  House.  Those  who 
originated  the  measure  of  disfranchisement 
ought,  in  the  first  place,  to  make  out  a 
case  at  the  bar,  and  then  give  leave  to  the 
corporation  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  Fergusom  said,  that  before  the  biU 
passed,  evidence  ought  oeitainly  to  be 
given  at  the  bar,  in  the  only  way  m  which 
the  House  could  receive  evidence.  But 
he  thought  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House 
very  lame,  while  it  remained  without  the 
power  of  taking  evidence  on  oath* 

Mr.  W,  SmUh  complained  of  that  per- 
version of  constitutional  doctrine  whidi  re- 
quired the  same  nicety  in  establishing  the 
line  of  evidence,  in  the  case  of  electbneer- 
ing  comipti(Hi  and  in  the  case  of  a  crimi- 
nal accused  for  a  breach  of  the  laws. 
What  comparison  could  there  be  between 
the  crime  uid  punishment  of  an  individual 
offender  against  the  law,  and  the  disfran- 
chisement  of  a  borough  on  account  of  cor- 
ruption and  brib0[y?  The  ofience  and 
punishment  of  a  private  man  concerned 
himself;  but  a  public  body  held  its  privir 
kges  as  a  tnist  to  be  used  beneficially  for 
the  public ;  and,  in  taking  them  away  for 
abuung  them,  no  injury  was  done  to  any 
one.  These  electors  were  entitled  to  very 
little  sympaUiy;  for,  if  the  respectaUe 
part  of  them  found  that  the  election  was 
carried  by  corrupt  practices,  they  (hoold 
have  petitioned  parliament  thenisalves  to 
correct  such  piaistioes ;  iutead  of  wiuch» 
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they  had  sufiTered  them  to  prevail  for  a  long 
course  of  time,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  them. 

Mr.  Charles  Ross  said,  that  if  it  was  an 
affair  of  the  gravest  importance  to  bestow 
the' right  of  voting  upon  a  place -which  had 
it  not  before,  it  could  not  be  of  less  im- 
portance to  take  it  away  from  one  which 
now  possessed  it.  Even  if  the  case  of 
corruption  should  be  proved,  he  did  not 
see*  why  the  House  should  depart,  in 
punishing  it,  from  that  practice  which  had 
always  prevailed,  except  in  one  case. 

Mr.  0*Neil  objected  to  this  too  rapid 
progress  of  reform.  He  thought  that 
these  forced  marches  would  prove  counter 
inarches.  He  would  oppose  the  bill  in  all 
its  stages,  as  he  had  done  that  of  Penryn  ; 
and  for  the  same  reasons  he  had  resisted 
"  the  march  of  intellect"  in  the  Coventry 
biU. 

Sir  Charles  Forbes  was  of  opinion,  that 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  the  members 
of  that  House — he  believed  nine  tenths — 
obtained  their  seats  by  money  or  by  money's 
worth ;  and  that,  if  they  did  not  pay  in 
meal,  they  paid  in  malt.  He  who  paid  his 
money  down  for  his  seat  was  the  most  in- 
dependent member,  because  he  was  under 
no  obligation,  if  otherwise  independent, 
to  vote  contrary  to  what  he  conscientiously 
thought  to  be  the  most  proper  course.  He 
was  perfectly  free  to  vote  for  those  mea- 
sures, which  he  himself  approved,  without 
consulting  the  wishes  or  the  views  of  any 
person  or  party.  Many  of  those  who  got 
their  seats  in  another  way,  were  bound  to 
-vote  as  they  were  directed  by  others ;  as 
in  the  caseof  Treasury  boroughs,  and  others 
which  were  held  upon  much  the  same 
tenure.'  The  consequence  was,  that  when 
they  were  called  upon  to  vote  on  some  im- 
portant questions,  they  found  themselves 
obliged  to  resign,  because  they  could  not 
screw  their  courage  to  the  sticking  point 
of  voting  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  dic- 
tates 01  their  consciences.  Many  of  his 
friends  had  been  under  the  necessity  of 
accepting  the  Chiltern  hundreds,  from  the 
cause  which  he  had  stated.  Boroughs 
which  were  represented  in  tliat  manner 
were  by  far  the  worst.  He  believed  that, 
in  the  time  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  a 
proposition  had  been  suggested,  that  so 
much  of  these  boroughs  should  be  struck 
off  on  the  one  side,  and  so  much  on  the 
other.  As  to  parliamentary  reform,  he 
did  not  understand  what  was  meant  by  it. 
If  it  meant|  that  no  members  were  to  be 


returned  except  from  the  purest  and  most 
disinterested  motives,  he  was  apprehensive 
they  would  have  but  a  thin  House,'  and 
that  ma^y  places  would  remain  without 
representatives.  As  matters  stood  at  this 
time,  he  did  not  look  at  how  the  members 
obtained  their  seats.  He  looked  at  their 
conduct  both  in  and  out  of  that  House, 
and  thought  of  them  accordingly.  In 
short,  he  looked  at  measures,  and  not  at 
men.  He  remembered  that,  the  first  time 
he  came  into  parliament,  he  was  called 
upon  to  serve  on  a  Helston  election  com- 
mittee. In  that  instance,  the  clearest  case 
of  corruption  had  been  made  out.  That 
was  a  case  in  which  the  duke  of  Leeds  had 
interfered,  who  was  clearly  proved  to  have 
paid  to  the  corporation  of  Helston  1,500/. 
for  paving  and  lighting  the  streets  of  that 
borough  ;  which,  of  course,  was  so  much 
saved  to  the  corporation.  H^  was  then 
told,  that  it  was  a  very  serious  matter  to 
hold  up  a  nobleman  as  a  person  guilty  of 
bribery  and  corruption ;  but,  if  these  mat- 
ters were  to  be  thus  narrowly  looked  into, 
he  maintained  that,  generally  speaking,  to 
catch  one  rogye  in  ruffles  was  of  much 
more  consequence  than  to  catch  ten  in  rags. 
Yet  no  serious  notice  was  taken  of  this 
business  of  Helston  ;  and  why  should  not 
Helston  be  disfranchised  for  corruption  as 
well  as  Penryn  or  Retford?  What  was 
sauce  for  the  goose  was  sauce  for  the  gan- 
der. Ever  since  that  time  he  had  set  hb 
face  against  these  partial  attempts  at 
reform — this  mode  of  punishing  people, 
not  because  they  were  guilty,  but  because 
they  were  found  out ;  or,  in  other  words, 
because  (hey  were  not  so  cunning  and 
hypocritical  as  others  were.  Let  some  ge- 
neral plan  of  reform  be  brought  forward, 
and  tnen  he  would  consider  it;  but  he 
could  not  approve  of  these  partial  pro- 
ceedings. He  would  vote  against  this 
bill,  unless  he  saw  good  grounds  from  the 
evidence  to  alter  his  opinion;  but  if  he 
should  see  such  grounds,  he  would  at  once 
fairly  state  that  he  had  altered  his  opinion. 
He  Jully  agreed,  that  the  question  ought 
to  be  determined  by  evidence  taken  at  the 
bar  of  the  House ;  which  he  considered 
quite  as  much  to  be  relied  upon  as  evi- 
dence taken  at  the  bar  of  the  House ; 
wh  ch  he  considered  quite  so  much  to  be 
relied  upon  as  evidence  taken  on  oath  be- 
fore the  election  committees ;  for  an  honest 
man  would  tell  the  truth  without  any  oath, 
while  a  rog^e  was  not  to.  be  depended  on, 
even  when  examined  on  oath< 
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.  Lofd  Palmersicn  said,  he  was  not  at  all 
prepared  to  sanction  the  free  trade  in  votes, 
which  the  hon.  baronet  seemed  to  contend 
for.  He  asked,  whether  anything  could 
more  contribute  to  the  views  of  those  who 
so  eagerly  contended  for  theoretical  reform, 
than  that  the  House  should  be  so  unwise 
as  to  maintain  such  abuses  as  this  ?  The 
eyidence  before  the  committee  established 
a  primd  facie  case  of  gross  and  general 
corruption  ;  which  not  only  justified,  but 
required,  some  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
the  House.  The  case  of  Penryn  was 
different  from  this ;  for  there  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  borough  was  corrupt ;  while 
Aere  the  whole  borough  was  corrupt.  As 
for  the  case  of  Helston,  two  bills  had  been 
brought  into  the  House  on  that  subject, 
but  had  been  lost  in  the  other  House. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

It  was  accordingly  brought  in,  and  read 
a  first  tine. 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday f  June  12. 

Corn  Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the  day 
for  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  this  bill. 

Lord  Cokkester  said : — Upon  the  ques- 
tion which  comes  now  immediately  before 
the  House,  namely,  the  second  reading  of 
these  amendments,  I  wish  to  state  briefly 
to  your  lordships,  the  reasons  which  will 
l^em  my  vote,  with  respect  to  the  bill 
Itself,  ana  with  respect  also  to  the  course 
of  our  proceedings. 

With  respect  to  the  bill  itself,  I  object 
to  its  policy,  and  also  to  its  leading  pro- 
▼bions.  1  object  to  its  policy,  because  it 
tends  to  impair  the  political  independence 
of  this  country,  by  making  it  to  rely  ma- 
terially upon  a  supply  of  its  means  of 
subsistence  from  foreign  nations,  whose 
hostility  or  caprice  may,  at  any  unexpected 
or  unavoidable  crisis,  deprive  us  of  that 
aid  to  which  we  shall  have  then  accustomed 
ourselves  to  resort,  and  compel  us  to  look 
about  in  vain  for  that  support  which  we 
ought  always  to  be  provided  with  at  home. 
I  object  to  it  also,  because  the  direct  ten- 
dency of  this  measure  is,  to  depress  our 
domestic  agriculture,  and,  by  so  doing,  to 
lower  the  home  market,  the  most  valuable 
of  all  markets,  for  the  consumption  of  our 
manufactures  —  and  this  consequence 
must  bring  upon  us  finally  two  classes  of 
impoverished  population,  the  starving  agri- 
cultural poor,  as  wdl  aa  the  starying  ma^ 
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nufacturers.  And,  mainly,  I  object  to  the 
present  measure,  because,  by  lowering  the 
price  of  grain  in  England,  it  will  check  the 
mcreasing  growth  of  bread-corn  in  Ireland ; 
which  growth  is  highly  valuable,  not  only 
as  it  takes  so  much  English  money  over 
to  Ireland,  but  doubly  valuable,  as  an  ex- 
tension of  tillage  there  may  narrow  the 
potatoe-cultivation,  and,  by  enriching  the 
Irish  farmer,  gradually  intnxluce  new  com* 
forts;  and,  by  creating  corresponding  wants 
amongst  an  active  and  intelligent  portion 
of  our  fellow-subjects,  e88entialT}r  contribute 
to  render  them  more  industrious,  more 
prosperous,  and  more  peaceable. 

But,  my  lords,  it  is  not  to  the  policy 
alone  of  this  bill  that  I  object; — for  1  object 
also  to  its  leading  provisions ;  and  princi- 
pally to  its  prohibitory  duties,  and  recipro- 
city enactments.  As  to  the  assumed 
adequacy  of  the  remunerating  price  to  the 
corn-grower,  take  your  stand  where  you 
please,  and  perhaps  I  may  think  the 
amount  assumed  for  wheat  at  62s.  per 
quarter,  as  somewhat  too  low ;  but  having 
drawn  your  line,  do  i^hat  you  profess  to 
do,  and  prevent  the  admission  of  all  foreign 
wheat  below  that  mark.  Deal  plainly  with 
the  people  of  England.  If  you  mean  to 
protect  them  up  to  that  mark,  prohibit 
the  importation  pf  all  below  it  To  say 
that  you  give  them  prohibitory  duties  for 
their  protection,  is  giving  them  that  which 
you  cannot  be  sure  will  amount  to  protec- 
tion ;  for  the  effect  of  these  duties  depends 
upon  data  which  you  know  but  imperfectly 
now  and  cannot  control  hereafter ;  for  no 
man  who  has  looked  into  the  evidence 
taken  before  your  committee,  can  venture 
rationally  to  predict  what  will  be  the 
amount  m  price  or  quantity  of  corn  which 
will  be  grown  in  foreign  countries,  and 
flow  in  from  the  Baltic,  the  Black  Sea, 
Egypt,  or  other  parts  of  the  world,  when 
the  market  of  England  is  thrown  opea'; 
and  every  bushel  of  foreign  com,  which 
shall  be  imported  here  under  the  mistaken 
effect  of  your  prohibitory  duties,  will  be 
exactly  so  much  received  in  fraud  of  your 
iiwn  principle  of  protection. 

Upon  this  point,  as  upon  others,  do  ex- 
pressly and  directly  what  you  say  you  are 
doing  virtually  and  constructively.  Deal 
plainly  and  sincerely  with  the  people,  and 
they  will  be  satisfied  ;  nothing  less  will  or 
ought  to  content  them.  And  therefore  it 
is,  that  so  far  as  the  bonded  com  b  con- 
cerned, I  hope  the  House  will  strenuously 
support  the  ameodmept  pfopoied  ana 
3R 
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Gtrriad  by  the  noUe  duke  near  me ;  lor  k 
gives  an  eipress  protection  against  that 
sort  of  importation  and  sudden  influx  and 
glut,  which  would  be  most  dangerous  to 
the  home  market  and  ruinous  to  the 
grower. 

And  then  as  to  the  reciprocity  clause,  it 
amounts  to  this ;  you  say,  tou  will  admit 
a  greater  or  lesSer  supply  of  foreign  corn, 
upon  a  supposed  case ;  but  what  is  the  case 
supposed  ?  Is  it  that  tou  stand  more  or 
less  in  need  of  that  supply  of  com?  No.*-* 
But  that  you  will  depreciate  the  property 
of  the  corn-grower  at  home,  in  proportion 
as  you  can  obtain  faf  curable  terms  for  the 
sale  of  your  manufactures  abroad ;  traffick- 
ing and  bartering  away  the  profiu  of  the 
corn-growers  to  ttirich  the  manufacturers; 
and,  for  the  sake  of  (Staining  a  wider  range 
of  ezportatien,  you  set  the  corn-growers 
and  the  manufacturers  at  variance  at  home, 
teaching  them  to  view  their  respective  in- 
teiests  as  practically  adverse  to  each  other, 
which,  if  well  understood,  must  always  be 
one  and  the  same. 

These  are  my  q^jections  to  the  polioy 
and  provisions  of  die  bill.  And  now,  my 
lords,  I  come  to  the  oourse  of  our  pro- 
ceedings. I  beg  leave  to  contend  that  you 
should  go  strait  forward,  and  deal  with 
this  bill  as  you  would  with  nnj  other; 
give  it  the  gravest  consideration  ra  all  its 
parts,  and  amend  boldly  what  you  think 
requires  amendment.  It  is  for  such  pur- 
poses that  we  si(  here;  and  the  people 
have  alright  to  expect  from  us  a  careful, 
conscientious,  and  firm  discharge  of  our 
duty.  Let  us  make  the  bill  as  perfect  as 
in  our  judgment  it  can  be  made,  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  those  amendments. 

As  to  what  are  sometimes  mysteriouily 
called  technical  difficulties  and  dangers  to 
the  bill  in  another  place,  let  us  speak  out, 
and  understand  eacn  other  fairly  upon  this 
matter. 

That  any  material  amendments  in  a  bill 
of  this  description  will  hot,  and  cannot,  be 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Commons,  no 
man  acquainted  with  the  law  gf  pariiament 
and  its  practical  history  can  doubt*  We 
may  read  it  in  the  Journals  of  the  lower 
House,  we  may  read  it  in  our  own,  which 
bear  traces  in  every  reign  for  the  last  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  never  will  agree,  and  they  ought 
not,  to  any  alteration  by  this  House  in 
matter  of  duties,  however  minute  or  remote 
the  effect  of  our  interference  may  be ;  their 

resolution^  are  eapUsit,  and  their  olaiiii  t^ 
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exclusive  power  in  origmating  and  qualify- 
ing the  levy  of  duties  is  uniform. 

We  claim  in  this  House  the  exclusive 
right  of  originating  all  bills  for  the  restitu- 
tion of  honours,  and  restitution  in  blood* 
The  Commons  claim  on  their  part  from  the 
earliest  period,  and  more  plainly  by  their 
famous  resolution  in  the  year  1678,  '<  That 
all  Bills  for  grantmg  Supplies  ought  to 
begin  with  the  Commons  ;~-and  diat  it  m 
their  tmdoubted  and  sole  right  to  directf 
limit,  and  appoint,  in  such  Bills,  the  endS| 
purposes,  considerations^  oonditions,  limi- 
tations, and  qualifications  of  such  grants^ 
which  ought  not  to  be  changed  or  altersd 
by  the  House  oi  Lords.'' — ^And  what  is 
this  but  a  bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  grant 
Duties"— -and  which,  in  every  clause 
directs  what  the  amount  of  duties  shall 
be,  and  when,  and  by  whom  paid  ? 

The  amendments  alrsady  made  in  this 
bill — those  which  have  been  made  by 
common  consent^  and  accepted  by  his 
majesty's  ministers,  as  to  the  averages, 
which  are  changed  from  the  average  of 
one  week  to  that  of  six  weeks — as  weU  as 
those  amendments  which  have  been  con- 
tested and  carried  respecting  the  bonded 
com — are  all  equally  such  as  the  House 
of  Commons  will  refuse  to  us  the  power  of 
making,  inasmuch  as  they  materklly  affect 
the  rate  of  the  duty  to  be  levied* 

What  then  is  to  be  done  ?  I  say,  the 
course  of  parliament  also  makes  this  clear* 
When  the  bill  is  sent  down  to  the  Com* 
mons,  they  will,  of  course,  after  reading 
our  amendments,  lay  them  aside,  main- 
taining their  own  claim  of  exclusivo  r^t 
to  touch  duties. 

But  if  they  are  desirous  of  profiting  by 
the  more  matured  deliberations  of  this 
House,  and  of  taking  the  f  uU  benefit  of 
that  most  important  advantage  in  all 
popular  legislation,  the  re-consideration 
of  all  matters  by  a  second  deliberative 
body,  they  will  begin  indeed  by  re^assert^ 
ing  their  exclusive  li^t  to  originate  and 
frame  all  such  hills,  and  then  by  inoor- 
porating  the  substanee  of  our  various 
amendments  in  a  new  biUt  do,  as  they 
have  done  in  numberless  instances  in  suc- 
cessive periods  of  our  history,  lepei^edly^ 
wisely,  and  beneficially,  for  the  stats — send 
up  to  us  their  new  bill  for  our  adoption  t 
and  it  b  enough  to  point  out  for  examples 
of  suoh  a  proceeding  in  our  own  times,  the 
resdutions  for  regulating  the  oommerdnl 
intercourse  with  Ireland  in  1785,  and  the 
Wesl^IndithTiade  bitt  in  1806.    Siith.n 
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Mil,  if  k  be  inM  acoordttiit  in  all  poiflffl 
witli  their  Unt  deid^^  th»f  thuy  ue^eN 
telM  beditpOnsed  to  pi^eiit  to  ti«,  as 
fbmi  wkkh  tkMie  appeari  to  be  praotioable 
and  tecim  of  being  ctrried  lato  saeeesafttl 
operaf  km.  These,  itty  lorcle,  are  the  views 
wlddb  1  have  taken  of  this  bill,  and  of  the 
pioceedings  In  wbksh  we  are  now  engaged ; 
and|  acoordiiig  to  these  principles,  my  rate 
will  be  given  upon  eaoh  unendment  which 
may  be  brought  snocessitely  under  onr 
eoniidefation  • 

The  Report  being  receitedi  their  lord- 
ships proceeded  to  take  the  amendments 
into  eensideration*  The  amendment 
moved,  on  a  (brmer  evening,  by  the  duke 
of  WeiUngton,  dnd  agreed  to,  vis.  '<  Pro- 
tided  always,  that  no  wheat  which  shall 
haf  e  been  placed  nnder  bond  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, his  heiri  or  iuccessors,  In  any  ships 
or  warehottses,  afler  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  ahall  be  entered  for  home  consnmp' 
tk)n  from  the  shin  or  warehouse  In  which 
sneh  wheat  shall  have  been  so  placed 
nnder  bond,  so  long  as  the  average  price 
of  wheat,  as  settled  by  virtue  of  this  Act, 
shall  be  less  than  69s.  per  qttatter,"  being 
read, 

Visconnt  OdtUrkh  said:-— I  feelit  to 
be  my  doty  to  address  a  few  observattons 
to  your  lordships  upon  the  subject  of  diis 
claose.  I  am  sure  that  my  noble  fHend, 
who  proposed  it,  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe,  that  I  wonld  not  call  upon  the 
Hoose  to  reconsider  its  decision,  if  it  were 
aoC  the  sincere  conviotion  of  my  mind  that 
the  amendment  of  my  noble  friend  is  not 
cahtuiaied  to  produce  the  result  which  he 
anticipalsd :  but  that»  on  the  contrary,  it 
will  hove  theopposite  tendency.  But  before 
I  proeood  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which 
I  nave  come  to  the  conclusion  that  iuch 
will  be  the  praotkal  eAot  of  this  clause, 
I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  miscoufeption  under 
which  my  noble  friend  has  introduced  this 
dense.  I  ehall  make  them,  in  order  that 
my  richt  hon.  friend,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  myself,  may  be  set 
right  in  your  hMdshipe'  opbion,  as  to  Uie 
share  we  have  had  in  pting  rise  to  the 
nisappralieosmn.  At  the  time  my  noble 
Mend  introdneed  the  clause,  there  were 
objections  to  it  which  were  not  expressed. 

Chaps  not  felt,  by  my  right  hon.  friend ; 
^  1  ean  distinctly  slate  to  your  lord« 
ships,  Oh  the  part  of  my  right  htm.  friend, 
that  he  never  did  irilend  to  convey  to  my 
MUe  friend  near  ree  a»y  aeyiieaoeiiee  in 
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the  clause  whieh  has  been  piopeeed  to 
you ;  and,  more  than  that,  my  right  hon. 
friend  never  saw  the  clause.  My  noble 
friend's  supposlthm,  that  H  had  reeetved 
his  approbation,  wae  founded  upon  oertain 
expressions  in  a  letter  which  he  had  re« 
ceived  from  my  right  hon.  friend,  and 
which,  he  conceived,  warranted  him  in 
saying,  that  it  had  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's approval.  My  noble  frriend,  on  that 
occasion,  reed  an  extmct  from  that  letter. 
I  will  again  read  it ;  and,  when  your  lord- 
ships have  considered  the  terms  in  which 
it  is  couched,  I  thhik  you  will  be  struck 
with  the  conviction,  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  never  intended  to  ^nvey  such  an 
opinion  to  my  noble  frriend.  This  I  can 
also  state,  from  conversations  which  I  havo 
had  with  him,  and  lh>m  explanations 
which  he  has  given  my  noUe  friend.  The 
letter  read  by  the  noble  duke  was  address^ 
ed  to  him  by  my  ri^t  hon.  friend,  in 
consequence  of  his  haring  received  one, 
inclosing  a  clause,  from  the  noble  duke, 
wishing  to  know  whether  it  met  with  my 
right  hon.  flriend's  approval.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary,  at  present,  to  enter 
into  the  grounds  upon  which  diat  clause 
was  objected  to  t  but  I  wish  to  call  rour 
lordships'  attention  to  the  language  of  the 
letter,  upon  the  'misconception  of  which 
my  noble  friend  thought  hunself  justified 
in  saying,  that  he  had  received  the  sanction 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  to  the  clause 
which  he,  the  other  night,  proposed.  My 
right  hon.  friend  beg^s  by  adTertmg  to 
the  technical  objection.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say,  that  this  House  has  not  a  right  to 

Eropose  any  amendment  it  may  think  fit; 
nt  it  is  also  quite  competent  in  the  other 
House  of  Paritament,  if  its  membere 
thought  it  inconsistent  with  their  privi- 
leges, to  object  to  that  amendment.  Hie 
right  of  the  other  House  to  decide  whether 
it  shall  or  shall  not  acquiesce  in  any 
amendment  proposed  by  your  lordships 
is  undoubted.  A  noble  lord,  who  spoke 
a  little  while  ago,  ought  to  be  aware  that 
it  Is  not  a  matter  of  coune,  as  he  seems 
to  think,  if  the  House  of  Commons  object 
to  an  amendment  proposed  by  your  lord* 
Alps,  that  it  should  oe  obliged  to  agree 
to  it  in  another  form.  The  House  of 
Commons  can,  if  it  choose,  bring  ia 
another  bill,  which  shall  include  your 
lordships' amendment ;  but,  then,  it  would 
discuss  the  prior  question,  as  to  whether 
it  couhl  agree  to  the  principle  of  the 
amendment.  It  19  nnpossftle  for  me  to 
»  R2 
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say  whether  they  would  or  would  not  con- 
tent to  this  clause ;  but  I  really  cannot 
see  with  what  face  I  could  advise  them 
80  adopt  it,  unless  I  were  convinced  of 
the  advantage  that  would  arise  from  the 
course.  I  think  it  but  justice  to  my 
light  hon.  friend  to  read  that  part  of  his 
letter  in  which  he  states  that  difficulty. 
My  right  hon,  friend  thus  writes : — "  I 
should  certainly  be  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  any  reasonable  concession  which  would 
conciliate  some  of  those  who  object  to  the 
Corn-bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  without 
risking  the  loss  of  the  measure  when  sent 
back  to  our  House.  I  cannot  take  upon 
myself  to  say,  whether  the  proviso,  which 
I  return,  would  be  open  to  this  objection. 
On  other  grounds,  I  am  afraid  you  would 
find  great  practical  difficulties  m  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  proposed  measure."  Here 
my  right  hon.  friend  tells  my  noble  friend, 
not  only  that  he  thought  his  proposal  had 
technical  objections,  but  that,  upon  other 
grounds,  it  was  likely  to  meet  with  great 
difficulties.  That  is  surely  not  sanctioning 
the  noble  duke's  clause.  The  letter  goes 
on  to  offer  further  objections,  and  says — 
**  Had  your  proposal  been,  that  no  corn 
bonded  after  the  passing  of  the  present 
bill  should  be  allowed  to  be  entered  for 
home  consumption  till  the  average  price 
had  reached  66s. ;  and  that,  thencefor- 
-ward,  all  com  so  bonded,  or  thereafter 
imported,  should  come  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  bill,  individually  I  should  not 
object  to  such  a  proviso."  I  really  cannot 
see  in  this  any  thing  which  would  lead 
any  one  to  suppose  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  meant  to  sanction  a  perpetual  re- 
striction on  bonded  com,  till  the  price 
reached  66s.  What  he  meant  was,  a  pro 
hoc  vice  restriction,  applicable,  at  all 
times  hereafter,  to  the  com  now  in  bond, 
till  the  price  reached  66s.  That,  at  any 
rate,  would  be  my  interpretation  of  the 
sentence.  The  letter  goes  on,  "  Such  a 
dause  would  ensure,  that  no  quantity  be- 
yond that  now  in  bond  should  be  thrown 
upon  the  market,  unless,  in  spite  of  that 
quantity,  the  price  reached  a  level  which 
might  mirly  be  taken  as  an  indication  of 
our  being  in  want  of  a  furdier  supply  from 
abroad."  This  sentence,  I  think,  clearly 
points  out,  that  my  right  hon.  friend  must 
have  contemplated  nothing  but  a  restric- 
tion pro  hoc  vice,  in  order  to  allow  the 
com  in  bond  to  be  got  out  of  the  way 
before  the  bill  should  come  into  operati< 
The  jioble  duke,  however^    '        '  *^ 
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ently.  The  letter  again  refers  to  the 
technical  objection.  '*  But,"  it  continues, 
**  I  am  afraid  that  even  this  amendment 
would  prove  fatal  to  the  bill  in  our  House." 
The  case  appears  to  me  to  be  thb : — My 
right  hon.  friend  expresses  his  readiness 
to  acquiesce,  indiviaually,  in  something 
(certainly  not  that  clause  proposed  by  my 
noble  friend) ;  and  he  did  not  think  it  fair 
to  conceal  from  my  noble  friend,  that  even 
such  an  amendment  as  he  mentioned 
would  be  fatal  to  the  ultimate  progress  of 
the  bill. — Perhaps  your  lordships  will  now 
permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
share  which  I  had  in  these  matters.  I 
never  did,  nor  can  I,  understand  my  right 
hon.  friend  to  mean  any  thing  different 
from  what  I  have  just  stated.  It  was  on 
the  Thursday  before  we  went  into  the 
committee  that  I  first  heard  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  noble  duke  to  propose  a  clause, 
which  had  the  sanction  of  my  right  hon. 
friend,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  As  I  had  never  heard  of  this 
clause,  or  of  my  right  hon.  friend's  appro- 
bation of  it,  I  immediately  applied  to  him 
for  an  explanation  of  what  I  had  heard. 
I  learnt  from  him,  that  it  must  have  been 
a  misconception,  arising  from  something 
he  had  saia  in  a  communication  he  had 
had  with  the  noble  duke,  referring  to  a 
proposal  which  ^  he  had  forwarded  him, 
and  which  he  had  thought  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  convincing  the  noble  duke  was 
inadmissible.  I  immediately  concluded, 
that  the  mmour  I  had  heard  must  have 
arisen  from  these  circumstances,  and  paid 
no  more  attention  to  it  I  afterwards  dis- 
cussed with  my  right  hon.  friend  what 
amendment  it  would  be  possible  to  agree 
to ;  and  he  then  explained  to  me  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter  he  had  written  to  the 
noble  duke ;  for  he  had  preserved  no  copy 
of  it,  as  he  had  sent  it  off  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  after  coming  from  the 
House  of  Commons.  We,  upon  that  ex- 
planation, proceeded  to  see  whether  any 
clause  could  be  framed  with  a  pro  hoc  vice 
restriction,  such  as  was  proposed  the  other 
night.  After  a  full  consideration,  we 
found  we  could  not,  in  consistency,  con*> 
sent  to  any  thing  but  a  temporary  re- 
striction, and  that  such  a  principle  as  that 
on  which  this  clause  is  founded,  that  of 
permanent  restriction,  was  not  to  be 
thought  of.  The  bill  then  went  into 
committee,  and  my  noble  friend  commu- 
nicated to  me  the  letter  he  had  received 
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cated  to  my  noble  friend,  at  the  same 
time,  that  any  reasonable  amendment, 
which  would  not  go  to  place  a  permanent 
restriction  on  warehousing,  would  not  be 
objected  to.  I  hope  I  have  shown,  that 
my  right  hon.  friend  could  not,  at  one 
time,  have  expressed  his  readiness  to  con- 
cur in  a  measure,  which  he  afterwards, 
for  no  reason,  abandoned ;  and  that  I  did 
not  take  up  objections  of  a  fanciful  nature, 
or  in  which  I  was  not  borne  out  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  himself. — I  now  endeavour  to 
shew  why  the  clause  introduced  by  the  noble 
duke  wiU  not  have  the  effect  anticipated 
from  it  by  him,  and  those  who  supported 
it.  I  must  again  say,  that  it  is,  m  my 
humble  judgment,  contrary  to  the  principle 
on  which  the  bill  is  founded.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  that  would  of  itself  be  a 
conclusive  objection ;  because,  if  the  clause 
were  bad,  consistency  would  be  an  addi- 
tional motive  for  rejecting  it.  It  is  of  some 
consequence,  that  1  should  shew  that  go- 
vernment is  not  inconsistent  in  opposing 
this  clause,  and  that  it  is  against  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  My  noble  niend  says, 
he  had  not  seen  the  bill  before  it  came  to 
this  House.  How  that  can  have  happened, 
I  do  not  know;  as  I  am  sure  nothing 
prevented  him  seeing  it  before  it  was 
brought  forward.  When  it  was  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  government, 
some  clauses  were  discussed  and  rejected, 
whilst  others  were  adopted.  The  recipro- 
city clause  is  one  of  those  which  were  not 
originally  in  the  bill ;  but  it  certainly  was 
not  inserted  without  the  noble  duke  having 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  it.  Nothing  was 
done  by  any  member  of  the  government, 
which  was  not  communicated  to  all.  I  beg 
to  recall  to  the  noble  duke's  recollection 
the  resolutions  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded.  Those  resolutions  were,  he  must 
remember,  discussed  by  us  before  the  bill 
was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  think,  when  I  have  read  the  first  resolu- 
tion, you  will  plainly  see  that  [this  amend- 
ment, whether  it  be  right  or  wrong,  is  a 
departure  from  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
which  was  laid  down  in  those  resolutions. 
The  first  resolution  is— «*  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  that  any  sort  of 
foreign  com,  meal,  or  flour,  now  by  law 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom,  may 
at  all  times  be  admissible,  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  following."  Now,  this 
clause  of  my  noble  friend  places  corn  in 
this  predicament — that  the  foreign  com 
bonded  in  this  country  should  not  be  ad- 


mitted at  all,  till  the  price  reached  a  cer- 
tain height,  which  amounted,  in  a  measure, 
to  a  prohibition.  Now,  the  principle  laid 
down  in  the  resolution  is,  that  there  should 
be  no  prohibition.  A  noble  earl,  the  other 
night,  proposed  to  exclude  from  the  bill 
the  wgrds, ''  at  all  times,"  conceiving  it  to 
have  some  portentous  meaning,  which  J, 
not  seeing,  nave  not  the  sapie  objection  to. 
The  amendment  of  the  noble  duke  is  in- 
tended to  secure  two  purpojses ; — first,  the 
warehousing  system  from  being  abused  by 
the  facility  it  gave  to  frauds  in  the  averages ; 
and  secondly,  to  prevent  those  frauds  from 
being  mischievous,  by  causing  a  glut  of 
foreign  corn  when  there  was  no  demand  for 
it  in  this  country.  With  regard  to  the  first 
object,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  com 
in  bond  can  have  the  slightest  effect  upoa 
the  averages,  which  are  made  by  the  sales 
of  corn  not  in  bond,  for,  although  that 
passes  from  hand  to  hand,  it  yet  remains 
m  the  warehouse,  and  does  not  come  into 
the  calculation  of  the  averages.  Besides, 
supposing  it  did,  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  that  ?  The  effect  would  be,  to  lower 
the  price,  raise  the  duty,  and  yet  not  make 
the  supply  a  bit  greater.  That  being  the 
case,  I  cannot  imagine  how  my  noble 
friend  thinks  foreign  com  would  pour  ia 
upon  us  in  such  an  overwhelming  flow. 
If  this  clause  was  adopted,  it  would  give 
the  holder  of  com  in  bond  the  strongest 
motives  to  exert  himself  to  get  it  out 
of  bond.  I  can  easily  imagine  that, 
between  the  passing  of  ihis  bill  and  any 
given  time,  a  certain  quantity  of  com 
may  be  accumulated  in  the  warehouses, 
say  a  million  of  quarters ;  and  there  it  will 
remain  till  the  price  reaches  66«.  What 
stronger  inducement  can  be  held  out  for 
the  holders  to  release  it  ?  If  this  clause  be 
carried,  a  door  will  be  opened  at  once  to 
the  whole  of  the  corn  in  the  warehouses ; 
and  that,  not  because  it  would  be  wanted, 
but  because  an  improper  system  had  beea 
adopted.  Let  my  noble  friend  remember, 
too,  that  it  would  come  in  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  a  duty  of  10s.  only,  and  thus  effect 
all  the  evils  he  so  much  wishes  to  avoid. 
If  this  measure  be  passed,  those  who 
have  corn  locked  up  in  warehouses  will, 
as  I  have  said,  exert  their  uttermost  to 
get  it  out ;  they  will  spend  a  part  of  their 
capital  in  buying  up  English  com,  in  order 
to  influence  the  averages,  and  raise  them 
to  such  a  height  as  would  liberate  what 
they  mar  have  in  bond.  It  is  tme,  that 
they  will  do  this  at  a  loss ;   but  it  will  be 
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better  for  them  to  snfier  a  losp  on  #  pftrt 
of  their  capital,  than  to  }o6e  the  whole  of 
it — But  there  is  another  view  of  ibk  sub* 
ject  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of.  If 
this  clause  be  passed,  it  will  put  an  end  to 
the  warehousing  system  altogether  [hear]. 
That  certainly  woiild  be  its  effect ;  and,  as 
ipy  noble  friend  does  not  wish  to  f^ut  an 
end  to  that  system,  he  must,  in  consistency, 
vote  against  his  own  clause.  That  such 
would  be  the  effect,  I  think,  must  b^  evi- 
dent. I  wil)  suppose  that  a  foreign  mer- 
chant, thinking  he  migbt  safelv  warehouse 
com  in  this  cpuntiy,  had  accordingly  ware- 
Jioused  Qve  hundred  thousand  quarters. 
At  certain  periods  of  the  year  it  is  likely 
that  the  m^kets  will  rise  to  61s„  62a.,  and 
63$.,  or  ^xkj  price  api)Toacbina;  to  66s.,  but 
not  reaching  it.  Thifi  would,  of  course, 
excite  a  stimulus  among  ^the  foreign  mer- 
chants on  tibe  other  side  of  the  water;  who 
would  take  advantage  of  the  demand  to 
bring  in  their  com,  ajid  that  long  before 
the  price  shall  have  reached  66s. ;  thereby 
depriving  their  rivals,  who  were  in  bond  in 
this  country,  of  the  advantage  of  the 
market.  Would  any  body  place  himself 
in  such  limbo?  Would  not  those  who 
were  already  in  bQn4  rather  export  their 
com  to  Antwerp,  and  bring  it  back  before 
the  prices  reached  66s.,  and  thus  be  on  a 
par  with  those  who  before  bad  bad  the 
advantage  over  them?  No  man  would 
ever  again  be  fool  enough  to  lock  up  com 
in  a  warehouse ;  whepce  he  could  not  get 
it  out  till  the  price  rose  to  a  certain  point? 
Would  not  the  eftct  be,  to  annQiiiate  the 
warehousing  mtepi,  as  far  as  co^n  was 
concerned  ?  Vet,  upon  what  great  authori- 
ties was  not  this  system  established  ?  We 
are  not  the  innovators,  who  have  intro- 
duced it.  We  hav^  the  authority  of  the 
noble  duke  hinise|f  in  its  favour — ^the  sup- 
port of  antecedent  laws — and  the  high  ap* 
proval  of  the  earl  of  Liv^rfiool;  who,  in 
1791,  urged  to  the  king  the  importance  of 
the  system  of  bonding  com ;  for  it  was 
first  established  so  far  back  as  1773,  an4 
enforced  merely  bv  the  law  of  1 79 1 .  No- 
thing that  I  h^ve  nttherto  said  can,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  tQUch  a  very  large  class, 
who  will  be  affected  by  this  bill :  I  mean 
the  consumers.  But  that  is  a  delicate  ques- 
tion, and  your  lordships  must  feel,  t^at, 
much  as  we  may  wish  tQ  prpmote  the  agri- 
culture of  the  country,  we  ought  to  relfect 
deep^ly  upon  the  delicate  question  of  the 
subsistence  of  the  people.  1  th|nk|  there- 
fore, we  oii^ht  to  pause  before  w^  cpnaent 
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to  a  meiuHire,  wbiiih  would*  in  Uvm  fif 
scarcity,  have  such  a  ruinous  efitpt  upon 
the  mass  of  the  population,  I  say,  w<^ 
those  who  think  that  the  proteducMI  of 
agriculture  depends  unop  putting  an  end 
to  this  system  of  warehousing  are  ffieatlv 
mistaken  in  the  prfLCtical  effect  which  suob 
a  measure  would  have.  A  noble  lord,  the 
other  uk;ht,  expremed  himself  rather  lu 
terms  oiscom  ^  sarcasm,  wb^u  I  said 
thi^t  the  warehousing  system  would,  if 
chase4  from  this  country,  be  more  ^rqaly 
established  on  the  oth^r  side  of  the  wilier. 
Tl^e  noblp  lord  said*  it  would  take  fui  muiy 
ships  to  briug  over  suddenly  the  com  «• 
should  wi^nt,  ^%  it  would  to  tninsport  eighty 
thoussnd  tfpppsi  with  their  b^ggagu  a»d 
arUlle^ry,  I  f^oi^feas  mysatf  not  sui&cienUy 
aufait  ^i  the  detail  of  what  uumb^  q( 
transpofts  would  be  required  to  pairy 
eighty  thousapd  meu ;  but  what  I  stated 
was,  that  the  corn  being  bonded  abioad, 
they  would,  whenever  they  could  get  it 
admitted,  send  it  into  the  ports  of  this 
country,  without  any  ftfereuce  as  to  the 
quantity  we  might  require.  If  the  oom 
were  warehoused  in  this  country,  it  would 
be  drawn  out  gradually,  as  it  might  suit 
the  views  of  those  who  held  it,  which  would 
prevent  the  glut  which  must  }ncivitab|y 
ensue  from  the  other  plan. — ^Anoth^r  thing 
worthy  of  the  gravest  consideration  is,  tbut» 
if  the  com  be  wftrehoused  abroad*  uot  om 

Quarter  of  it  will  coma  to  this  country  in 
iritish  ships.  It  would  all  necessarUy 
come  in  Dutchi  Russian,  or  Danish,  shins. 
The  ship-owner  abroad,  who  knows  his 
own  interest  as  well»  if  not  better^  than  we 
do  ours,  would  have  the  com  shipped  for 
this  country  before  we  could  have  ns4  time 
to  send  vessels  to  briner  it.  This  is  a  cir* 
cumstance  which  I  adduces  'as  9^  M^ng 
additional  reason  for  questipuiug  the  policy 
of  auy  measure  which  would  have  the 
effects  I  have  been  describing,  1  am  not 
fiware,  my  lojrds,  thut  I  have  any  further 
observations  to  piake  on  this  subject,  and 
I  have,  perhaps,  to  apologise,  for  having 
occupied  your  time  so  long,  I  bafa  e3(-> 
pressed  myself  vr ith  a  good  deal  of  uavnest- 
ness,  and  why?  because  I  felt  atMudly 
upon  this  subject,  which  ha^  occasioned  it 
to  be  told  me  that  I  have  investigated  it 
with  the  feelings  of  a  partisan*  I  am  not 
conscious  of  those  feelings.  When  I  9rs^ 
brought  forward  this  question,  I  endeft* 
voured  to  throw  off*  the  influence  of  ^yery 
feeling  but  that  of  a  desire  (o  do  vh%t  waa 
ju9(.    If  I  believed  ^is  okmsu  pvM  ma* 
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4iioe  tnybot  die  matt  peroicioiif  ves^U — 
if  it  eoiMd  be  sheira  to  me  that  it  would 
be  etteaded  with  eay  advantage — ^no  fear 
of  bemg  attacked  for  inconsistency  should 
make  me  hesitate  in  agreeing  to  the  propo* 
sition;  but  such,  I  am  oonvinced,  is  not 
the  faet,  and  I,  thereforei  feel  it  my  duty 
to  call  upon  your  lordships  to  reject  it 

The  Duke  of  WeUingian  said,  that, 
being  the  person  who  had  proposed  ^e 
dense  under  consideration,  and  because  of 
the  allusions  made  to  him  by  the  noble 
\99d  vrtio  had  just  sat  down,  be  felt  it  ne- 
cessary to  claim  [their  lordships'  attention 
ibr  a  short  time.  In  so  doing,  however, 
he  had  no  complaint  to  make  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  allusions  had  been 
made,  nor  was  it  his  intention  to  enter 
into  any  verbal  criticism,  or  to  controvert 
the  interpietation  which  the  noble  kml 
had  put  ttpon  the  letter  of  his  right  hon. 
friend ;  neither  would  he  now  defend  the 
misoonoeption  under  which  he  had  pro- 
posed the  clause.  Adopting  as  he  did 
and  being  responsible  as  he  undoubtedlv 
pwrtly  was  for  the  resolution  upon  which 
this  bill  was  founded,  he  was  bound  to 
iay,  that  he  rsoeived  without  distrust  the 
explanatfen  eiven  b^  the  noble  lord  of  the 
intentions  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  as  expressed  in  his  letter. 
9ut,  thou|^  he  approved  of  the  principle 
of  the  measure,  still  there  appeared  to 
him  to  be  something  objectionable  in  the 
mode  in  which  that  principle  was  to  be 
brought  into  opeiation;  and  it  was  in 
order  to  suppW  that  defect  that  he  had 
proposed  the  clause  in  question.  Allusion 
bad  been  made  by  the  noble  lord  to  the 
fimt  and  laet  paragmphs  in  the  letter  of 
his  rif^i  hon.  friend.  With  respect  to 
the  sul^ect  referred  to  in  those  paragmphs 
of  hie  right  hon.  friend's  letter  which  had 
been  alluded  to,  he  felt  it  to  be  a  delicate 
one,  and  therefore,  be  thought,  in  the 
committee,  that  it  was  a  point  upon  which 
it  was  better  not  to  enter  into  a  discussion, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  read  to 
the  House  the  letter  of  a  member  of  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  upon  a  subject 
of  that  nature.  But,  as  regarded  the 
meaeura  which  be  had  intr»luced,  he 
thooght,  if  he  understood  his  rieht  hon. 
friend  correctly,  that,  consklering  his  great 
knowledge  and  experience  on  this  subject, 
and  the  situation  which  he  filled  in  his 
majestyls  government,  there  ootdd  be  no 
doubt  at  to  the  expediency  of  a  measnre 
wiOMnmanded  by  him.    When  hie  noble 


friend  said,  upon  seeing  the  letter,  that  it 
only  referred  to  com  now  in  bond,  be  en- 
treated his  noble  friend  to  read  it  again, 
and  also  to  read  over  the  clause  which  he 
intended  to  propose ;  and  the  result  was, 
that  when  he  did  propose  that  clause,  he 
did  so  under  the  firm  belief  that  it  hi^d 
the  approbation  of  both  the  noble  lord 
opposite  and  of  his  right  hon.  friend.    The 
subject,  however,  now  came  before  the 
House  for  their  lordships'  af^robatiop,  and 
wonld,  it  appeared,  be  opposed  by  those 
with  whom  he  had,  as  he  supposed,  acted 
in  concert  in  bringing  it  forward.    His 
object  in  proposing  the  clause  bad  been 
to  put  a  check  on  Uie  warehousing  system, 
and  there^  prevent  those  frauds  which 
were  praotiftea  in  taking  the  averages.    It 
was  an  opinion  generally  entertained  by 
persons  acquaint^  with  this  subject,  and 
py  all  those  who  had  been  examined  upon 
it,  that  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  those 
practices   to   which   he  alluded.    Then 
what  followed?    A    man   committed    a 
fraud  in  the  averages,  and  having  thereW 
raised  the  average  to  the  amount  on  which 
he  specidated,  he  came  to  the  warehouses 
and  got  what  he  wanted,  and  thus  effected 
his  object  through  bis  own  fraud.     Upon 
that  principle   he  was  opposed  to   the 
warehousing  system.    Th^  checking  that 
system  was  the  only  way  of  putting  a  stop 
to  the  frauds  upon  the  averages.    But  he 
had  never  intended  that  the  clause  should 
have  the  effect  of  extinguishing  ware- 
housing altogether ;  and  still  less  did  he 
intend  that  it  should  amount  to  a  pro- 
hibition.   He  did  not  feel  himself  cdled 
upon  to  make  any  apology  for  having  pro- 
posed the  clause;  whioh,  as  it  was  now 
shown  to  have  been  inconsistent  with  the 
policy  of  the  bill  itself,  he  did  not  feel 
warranted  in  pressing.    But,  thouffh  he 
was  stopped  from  proposing  this  chuse, 
he  saw  no'reason  wny  government  should 
not  adopt  the  suggestion,  and  make  it  a 
part  of  the  bill  in  the  other  House.     If  the 
noble  lord  would  give  any  pledge  to  that 
effect,  he  would  withdraw  this  amendment 
altogether.    He  was  quite  convinced  that 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  check  the 
vices  of  the  warehousing  system.    His 
noble  friend  had  said,  that  this  system 
had  its  origin  in  1773.    Now,  he  had  no 
dgection  to  restore  it  to  what  it  was  in 
1791.    His  noUe  friend  had  alluded  to 
the  strong  recommendation  of  the  measure 
then  l^  the  earl  of  Liverpool;  hot  let 
noble  lords  see  upon  what  difhrent  base 
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that  and  the  present  proposition  stood. 
In  1791,  com  was  not  allowed  to  be  ware- 
housed here  but  upon  payment  of  a  duty 
of  24s,  up  to  a  certain  price,  a  middle 
duty  to  another  price,  and  25.  6d,  to  a 
third  price.  Corn  was  then  allowed  to  be 
t^ken  out  of  the  warehouse,  not  only  upon 
payment  of  the  245.,  the  middle  or  low 
duty,  but  also  upon  payment  of  25.  6d. 
before  it  could  be  taken  out  of  the  ware- 
house. This  continued  to  be  the  law  from 
1791  to  1814,  when  the  duty  was  further 
raised.  By  allowing  the  duty  to  be  col- 
lected upon  corn  in  the  usual  way,  the 
glut  would  be  prevented.  Having  now 
gone  through  the  bill,  he  had  no  intention 
of  pressing  his  amendment,  but  he  thought 
some  measure  of  the  same  nature  ought  to 
be  proposed  by  the  government,  and,  if 
some  pledge  was  given  of  a  return  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill  of  1791,  he  was  willing 
to  witiidraw  it. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  the  provisions 
of  this  clause  were  so  completely  at  vari- 
ance with  the  resolutions  on  which  the 
bill  had  been  founded,  and  the  principles 
on  which  it  rested,  that  he  was  surprised 
the  committee  should  have  adopted  it. 
Were  it  not  for  the  quarter  from  which 
the  measure  had  proceeded,  he  should 
have  thought  it  was  intended  as  an  in- 
direct mode  of  getting  rid  of  the  bill. 
But  the  noble  duke  said,  he  had  been  ac 
tuated  by  no  such  motive,  and  that  he 
was  responsible  for  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
although  not  for  the  bill  itself.  Now,  he 
confessed  that  this  somewhat  scholastic 
distinction  was  rather  too  nice  for  his  ap- 
prehension. As  a  legislator,  he  was  too 
much  of  a  plain,  downright  materialist,  to 
enter  into  the  notion  of  separating  the 
measure  from  the  principle.  He  was  not 
sufficiently  Platonic  m  his  ideas  to 
separate  the  soul  from  the  body  of  the 
bill.  It  reminded  him  of  some  verses 
which  he  had  read,  in  a  dialogue  between 
a  soul  and  a  body  : 

"  These  distinctions  so  nice  can  be  scarce  under- 
stood ; 

Those  who  wish  to  divide  us  can  mean  us  no 
good." 

So,  it  appeared,  the  noble  duke,  andothera, 
who  80  affectionately  dandled  this  bill  in 
its  infancy,  and  rocked  it  in  thecradle,  were 
now,  in  the  excess  of  their  fondness,  de- 
termined to  cram  their  child  with  caudle, 
in  a  way  that  would  hurry  it  to  a  prema- 
ture death.  How  must  the  noble  duke 
have  been  startled,  after  he  proposed  the 


Com  Bill. 


1232 


clause,  when  he  saw  that  clause  approved 
by  the  learned  lord  who  had,  from  the 
outset,  faced  the  bill  with  the  most  open 
ard  warlike  opposition,  on  the  g^und  that 
it  contained  tne  seeds  of  those  principles 
of  free  trade,  the  adoption  of  which  that 
noble  lord  denounced  as  a  revolution,  not 
less  dangerous  than  that  by  which  the  bi- 
shops were  excluded  from  their  lordships' 
House.  Nor  could  the  noble  duke's  ap- 
prehensions have  been  at  all  allayed,  when 
ne  perceived  his  clause  commended  bv  the 
noble  lord  in  the  green  nbbon  (Lauderdale), 
who  had  opposed  the  bill  as  a  measure, 
the  adoption  of  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  laying  England  at  the  leet  of  the 
rest  of  the  world.  And,  if  this  was  not 
enough  to  make  the  noble  duke  suspect 
the  tendency  of  his  clause,  surely  he  must 
have  been  convinced  of  its  inoonsistency 
with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  when  he 
heard  the  shout  of  exultation  which  the 
success  of  the  clause  elicited  from  those 
who  were  known  to  entertain  the  most 
decided  hostility  to  the  bill.  He  expected, 
when  the  noble  duke  observed  these  in- 
dications, that  he  would  this  night  have 
withdrawn  his  clause,  instead  of  persisdag 
in  it.  But  the  clause  of  the  noble  duke  was 
quite  inconsistent  with  the  resolutionB 
on  which  the  bill  was  founded.  What 
was  the  main  import  of  them?  Why, 
that  corn,  imported  into  the  kingdom, 
should  be  admissible  into  the  market,  at 
all  times,  for  home  use,  &c.  But  what 
said  the  noble  duke's  amendment  ?  That 
com  deposited  in  warehouses  should  not 
be  admissible  until  the  market  price  should 
have  risen  to  665.  Could  any  thing  be  at 
greater  variance  with  those  resolutions?  And, 
if  it  was  at  variance  with  the  lesolutioDS, 
it  was  directlv  subversive  also  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill.  What  was  that  principle? 
The  substitution  of  protection  by  duty  for 
prohibition.  Now,  pro  fanto,  what  was  the 
amendment  of  the  noble  duke  ?  Why,  to 
bring  back  the  system  of  prohibition  as  to 
the  warehoused  com  ;  and  therefore  it  was, 
fro  tantOf  subversive  of  the  principle  of  the 
general  measure.  He  did  say,  therefore, 
that  their  lordships  ought  to  reject  this 
clause,  as  being  thus  inconsistent  with  the 
rest  of  the  bill.  Let  their  lordships  see 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  this  am«id- 
ment.  The  noble  duke  said,  he  was  a 
friend  of  the  warehousing  system ;  but  the 
effect  of  the  clause  proposed  by  him 
would  be  to  do  one  or  other  of  two  things, 
either  to  destroy  the   system    of   ware- 
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housing  altogether,  or  to  perpetuate  those 
veiy  evils  which  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent. Whichever  wa^  it  operated,  it  would 
be  extremely  pernicious — whether  it  did 
away  with  the  warehousing  system  altoge- 
ther, or  increased  the  facilities  for  those 
practices  which  the  noble  duke  professed 
it  to  be  his  object  to  check.  With  respect 
to  doing  away  with  the  warehousing  sys- 
tem altogether,  he  thought  it  would  be  un- 
just, impolitic,  and  disingenuous.  He  was 
told  that  it  checked  speculation ;  but  he 
confessed  that  that  conveyed  to  his  mind 
either  nothing,  or  that  which  was  worse 
than  nothing,  the  old  exploded  notion  of 
speculation  in  the  food  of  man  being  a 

SBat  crime.  He  denied  that  it  was  an  un- 
r  speculation  to  hoard  com,  either  in  a 
warehouse  or  in  a  farm-yard.  Formerly, 
a  great  outcry  was  raised  against  those 
who  were  called  regraters  and  forestallers ; 
but,  fortunately  for  the  country,  specula- 
tion made  these  men  do  more  for  the  com- 
munity than  ten  houses  of  parliament 
cottld  effect.  What  was  the  effect  of  their 
speculation?  They  became  stewards  for 
tne  public ;  and,  when  times  of  scarcitj 
came,  and  there  were  no  means  of  in- 
ducing people  to  send  food  here  from 
abroad,  the  evil  was  provided  for,  by  their 
having  hoarded  up  a  supply  in  times  of 
plenty,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public,  at 
a  period  when,  but  for  them,  there  might 
have  been  no  possible  means  of  supplying 
Ibem.  He  therefore  insisted,  that  it  was 
great  impolicy  to  oppose  this  system. 
There  was  an  objection  to  this  bill  which 
had  been  frequently  urged ;  namely,  that 
it  rendered  us  independent  on  foreign 
eoontries  for  a  supply  of  food.  But,  would 
not  that  effect  be  greatly  aggravated  by 
destroying  the  warehousing  system  ?  For 
then  we  should  be  compelled  to  draw  out 
supply  of  com,  in  time  of  need,  from  ma- 
gazines lying  on  the  opposite  coast,  instead 
of  our  own ;  so  that  we  should  be  thus 
completely  at  their  mercy.  At  present, 
it  being  clear  that  no  foreign  country 
coutd  interfere  with  our  maritime  su- 
periority, except  for  a  short  time,  we 
should  find  a  sufficient  supply  of  com  in 
bond  for  that  short  time,  and  thus  be  en- 
abled to  meet  the  only  difficulty  which 
might  otherwise  arise.«^-The  noble  lord 
next  contended,  that  this  mode  of  destroy- 
ing the  ^warehousing  system  by  a  side 
wind,  was  disingenuous  and  impolitic ;  in- 
asmuch as  it  was  calculated  to  mislead  the 
foreign  merchant,  who  would  not  be  pre- 


pared for  the  situation  in  which  he  would 
be  placed  upon  sending  his  com  here. 
The  only  manly  way  would  be  to  say  at 
once,  the  system  should  be  put  down,  and 
no  warehousing  allowed  at  all. — There 
was  another  objection,  which  he  wondered 
had  been  overlooked  by  those  who  were 
so  Jealous  of  the  shipping  system ;  for,  by 
only  admitting  foreign  com  into  the  mar- 
ket, to  the  delusion  of  bonded  com,  their 
lordship  in  effect  granted  a  premium 
upon  foreign  shipping.  But  the  noble 
duke  said,  they  would  come  and  ware- 
house, in  spite  of  the  advantage  against 
which  they  would  have  to  contend.  Well, 
supposing  they  did,  what  would  be  the 
effect?  Why,  by  increasing  the  nrohibi* 
tion  on  the  com  so  warehoused,  they 
would  produce  an  unnatural  glut  of  the 
market,  which  would  be  attended  with 
those  injurious  consequences  against  which 
they  were  mostanxious  to  guard.  A  gradual 
supply  in  the  market  was  the  remedy 
against  sudden  gluts;  while  the  noble 
duke's  proviso  was  calculated  to  produce 
them.  It  was  clearly  in  opposition  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  to  do 
away  with  prohibition,  and  substitute  de- 
creasing and  increasing  protecting  duties 
in  its  stead.  For  these  reasons,  he 
thought  it  would  be  most  impradent  to 
adopt  this  proviso.  He  was  aware  how 
little  knowledge  he  possessed  on  these 
points,  for  he  never,  by  chance,  read 
a  book  on  political  economy;  but  his 
common  sense  told  him,  that  the  present 
bill  was  infinitely  better  than  all  that  had 
gone  before  it.  Should  times  of  scarcity 
come,  he  did  not  believe  any  government 
would  be  strong  enough  to  pass  such  a 
bill  as  this.  Noble  lords  might  be  assured 
that,  if  they  lost  the  present  bill,  they 
never  would  be  able  to  carry  such  another. 
Earl  Bathursi  contended  that  there  was 
no  substantial  difference  between  the 
amendment,  and  the  proposition  of  tlie 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman's  proposition  was, 
that  no  com  should  be  taken  out  of 
warehouse,  for  home  consumption,  until 
the  average  price  in  the  home  market 
reached  66s. ;  and  that  then  this  bill 
should  come  into  operation,  but  not  until 
that  was  the  case.  It  was  obvious  that 
this  contingency  might  take  place  then, 
or  next  year,  or  perhaps  it  might  not  hap- 
pen for  ten  years.  He  objected  stron^y 
to  the  principle  of  the  reciprocity  clause ; 
by    which  government  would  have    the 
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whole  power,  although  parliament  might 
be  aittmg^  of  determining  what  goods 
should  and  what  should  not  be  warehoused* 

The  Earl  of  FalmoHth  thought  the  bill, 
as  far  as  regarded  the  averages,  in  the 
highest  degree  unnecessary^  impolitic,  and 
unjust. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  thought  that  if 
the  amendment  of  the  noble  duke  were 
adopted,  it  would  subvert  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  At  the  same  time,  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  apply  that  amend* 
ment  to  the  com  at  present  in  bond ;  and 
would  move  an  amendment  to  that  effect. 

Lord  Oodench  thought  the  proposition 
of  his  noble  friend  liable  to  considerable 
objections.  The  effect  of  it  would  be, 
that  all  corn  warehoused  after  the  passing 
of  the  acty  or  entered  for  home  consump* 
tion,  would  be  subject  to  the  regulations 
of  the  bill :  but  that  the  com  now  in  bond 
would  be  excluded,  until  the  averages  had 
reached  66^. 

The  amendment  of  the  earl  of  Damley 
was  negatived. 

Lord  Caltharpe  thought  that  the  bill, 
though  not  the  best  that  might  have  been 
framed,  wouldL  yet  be  productive  of  some 
good.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  noble  duke. 

The  Earl  of  Harewood  said,  he  would 
vote  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
noble  duke,  in  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duty.  He  voted  for  it  as  a  means  of 
restraining  the  warehousing  system,  which 
at  present  he  thought  to  be  inexpedient, 
and  because  he  was  desirous  of  giving  the 
agriculturists  a  greater  protection  than 
was  afforded  by  the  bill.  He  was  anxious 
to  provide,  in  adverse  seasons,  a  compen- 
sating price  for  a  diminished  production. 

The  Marquis  of  Lawdoum  said,  he  had 
heard  a  good  deal  of  the  necessity  of 
altmng  the  title  of  the  bill,  to  make  it 
better  suit  the  real  object  of  its  framers ; 
all  he  should  say  was,  that  no  alteration  in  the 
title  would  have  facilitated  that  great  alter-* 
ation  in  the  substance,  which  would  have 
Justified  the  amendment  of  the  noble  duke. 
Let  their  lordships  consider  what  was  the 
title  of  the  bill,  and  what  the  proposed 
amendment.  The  object  of  that  amend- 
ment, as  stated  by  the  noble  duke,  differed 
inost  materially  from  the  reasons  assigned 
by  several  noble  lords  who  had  given  it 
their  support.  As  the  amendment  came 
from  its  noble  author,  it  was  perfectly 
consistent  with  his  avowed  support  of  the 
principle  of  ihn  warehousing  syitem ;  others 
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folkmed  in  its  advocaay,  bttoa  Ae  gvMind 
that  it  checked  that  system ;  while  there 
was  stiU  more  who  gave  it  their  aupport 
because  it  extinguished  that  veiy  ware- 
housing system,   which  now,  forsooth,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  extinguish,  after 
its  adoption  into  the  policy  of  the  country 
for  a  series  of  thirty  or  forty  years.    This 
policy  was,  however,  now  for  the  first  time 
discovered,  by  somenew  lights,  lo  be  inex- 
pedient.   He  felt  confident,  that  he  conld 
show,  from  the  general  spirit  of  every  act, 
respecting  the  warehousmg  system,  that 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  was  not  to 
check  but  to  extend  and  protect  that  sys- 
tem ;  which  was  to  give  the  fairest  scope 
to  agricultural  industrv,  and  to  the  secnrity 
of  its  reasonable  profits.    To  depart  from 
that  policy  at  present,  would  not  be  to 
give  a  better  protection  to  agriculture,  bat  to 
withdraw  that  capital  which  had  heretofora 
been  employed  in  the  warehousing  system; 
and  thus  reverse,  by  an  incidental  olauae 
in  a  bill,  the  whole  current  of  a  salutary 
policy.    When  noble  lords  referred  to  the 
warehousing  system,  they  looked  to  it  aa 
a  bugbear  of  alarm ;  and,  in  doing  so,  he 
thought  they  regarded  it  more  from  appear- 
ances suggested  by  their  own  imaginatiopi 
than    by  the     reality  of   the    view.    It 
was  quite  clear  that,  if  they  abolished  the 
warehousing  system,  foreign  grain  wmdd 
not  come  into  the  market,  as  it  now  did, 
to  await  their  good  time  of  giving  them  a 
remedy  for  a  great  evil,  against  which 
they  were  bound  to  ffuard.    Nobody  went 
so  far  as  to  propose  the  exclusion  of  mre^n 
com ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  univerMQy 
agreed,  that  there  was  a  necessity  to  stipu* 
late  for  its  admission,  and  the  a^Xy  differ- 
ence was,  as  to  the  time  when  that  neces- 
sity ought  to  arise.    But  some  noble  lords 
appeared  to  have  entirely  overlooked  the 
advantage  of  lodging  that  foreign  supply 
in  a  dep6t,  which  was  provided  in  the  safest 
possible  manner,  for  it  was  totally  inde- 
pendent of  foreign    politics,  or   indeed 
foreign  control;  and  where  its  entrance 
into  the  market  was  regulated,  so  as  to 
have  operation  exactly  at  the  moment 
required.    With  respect  to  the  suggested 
operation  of  the  amendment  upon  the 
averages,  he  must  deny  that  a  single  fraud 
could  be  corrected  by  such  n^eans.    In 
fact,  instead  of  removing  the  facility  of 
perpetmting    fraud,    this   clause  would 
actually  create  it,  by  furnishing  tht  motive 
and  supplying  the  means  for  its  commission. 
The  amendment  would  wfigly  u^  ipacii- 
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laton  m  the  maiket  that  stiong  addidiNial 
motive  to  fmiie  the  areragpn,  by  pointing 
out  the'fhcOity  of  their  combining  in  one 
great  body  to  make  the  price  suitable 
to  the  operation  which  they  were  bent 
upon  accomplishing,  inttiad  of  being  now 
left  |o  act  as  individnals,  often  counteract- 
ing each  other  in  their  speculations,  and 
for  the  decided  advanta^^  of  the  publio. 
The  proposed  clause  obviously  pointed  out 
the  necessity  of  combininr  to  brine  the 
price  up  to  that  point,  which  would  let  in 
the  rush  of  the  foreign  commodity,  and 
thereby  expose  the  home-giower  to  the 
constant  alternation  between  very  high 
and  low  prices,  without  bis  being  at  any 
time  able  to  make  a  rational  esdmate  of 
his  profits  prospectirely.  It  was  the  de- 
liberate result  of  his  best  consideration, 
that  the  proposed  clause  would  extend 
all  the  evils  which  it  professed  ,to  repair ; 
and  be  warned  their  lordships,  that, 
by  adopting  it  they  risked  the  advan- 
tage of  closing  this  mat  question  ibr  eVer, 
and  removed  from  their  seasonable  control 
that  stock  of  foreign  corn  which  was 
safely  standing  for  their  benefit  under  the 
protection  of  British  law.  A  noble  lord 
nad  said,  that  it  was  but  fiiir  to  the  agri- 
Qulturist  to  let  him  know  what  he  was  to 
expect  in  the  shape  of  a  remunerating 
pnoe  Ant  his  commodity.  He  wished  it 
was  possible  to  ftimish  tnis  valuable  piece 
of  information  to  the  agriculturist;  but 
every  reflecting  man  must  know  that  they 
had  not  the  power  of  dobg  so.  Was  it 
possible,  from  any  information  which  either 
theory  or  practice  could  supply,  to  secure 
for  any  commodity  which  was  subject  to 
the  variety  of  seasons  and  the  influence  of 
peculation,  any  thing  like  a  fixed  price  ? 
The  thing  was  impracticable ;  and  the  only 
way  open  to  them  was  so  to  regulate  and 
modify  the  foreign  admission,  as  to  pre- 
serve a  steady  medium  price,  and  secure 
the  public  in  the  event  of  a  contingency. 
That  object  was  eflfected,  as  far  as  wisdom 
and  caution  ci^ld  accomplish  it,  by  this 
bill ;  and  the  warehousing  system  was  an 
essential  part  of  the  operating  means  of 
providing  Uie  benefit.  A  noble  lord  had 
referred  lo  the  state  of  Ireland  as  one 
reason  why  he  approved  of  the  clause; 
because  its  adoption  tended  to  improve 
the  Quality  of  the  food  used  by  the  Irish 
people.  Kow,  he  wished,  as  cordially  as 
any  man,  to  see  an  improvement  effected 
m  the  (bod  of  t))e  people  of  Ireland,  and 
that  wheat  should  beconsumed  in  a  gnaler 
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propMkm  by  them  than  potattes.  But 
the  noble  lord.  In  makmg  this  aUusion, 
really  presumed  too  much  on  that  eaam 
fusion  of  ideas  which  was  sometimes 
attributed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  sister 
kingdom,  when  he  ventured  to  a^erti  that 
the  way  to  induce  the  poor  Irish  to  eat 
flour  instead  of  potatoes,  was  to  raise  the 
price  of  it.  Upon  the  general  bearing  of 
this  measure,  he  felt  that  the  best  way  of 
affording  protection  to  the  agricultural 
interests,  and  to  prevent  labourers  from 
being  thrown  out  of  employment,  was  to 
prevent  that  violent  fluctuation  in  the 
price,  which  was  always  injurious  lo  the 
grower  and  consumer.  He  voted  ftir  the 
bill  in  its  original  state,  because  he 
conscientiously  l^lieved  it  to  be  the  best 
adapted  for  the  real  and  solid  interests  of 
the  landowner. 

Lord  JRede$dale  supported  the  amend- 
ment, not  because  It  was  a  suifioitnt  pro- 
tection (br  the  landed  interest,  but  because 
it  was  the  only  protection  which  thev 
could  hope  to  obtain,  instead  of  the  prohi- 
bition to  which  they  were  entitled,  after 
the  legislature  had  gradually  destroyed  the 
value  of  the  wool,  cheese,  butter,  and  all 
other  agricultural  produce,  except  grain. 

A  division  then  took  place :  For  the 
duke  of  Wellington's  amendment.  Content 
85;  Proxies  48;  Total  133.-- Not  Con- 
tent 78 ;  Proxies  44 ;  Total  122.  Ma- 
jority 11. 

Lord  Goderiek  said,  he  should  waive,  in 
the  present  stage  of  the  bill,  any  further 
opposition  to  the  other  amendments. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  asked,  if  mi- 
nisters intended  to  acquiesce  in  the  amend- 
ments on  the>  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
or  to  oppose  them  ? 

Lord  Oodmch  said,  he  must  have  more 
time  to  oonsider,  before  he  oould  make  up 
his  mind  as  to  what  course  he  wouU  take. 

Lord  Ohfdem  said,  that  he  was  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  bill,  nor  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers ;  but,  if  he  were  one  of 
them,  be  would  throw  away  the  bill  at 
once,  and  leave  all  the  popularity  of  such 
a  proceeding  to  the  noble  lords  opposite. 

Liit  of  the  Majority  f  and  also  qf  the 

Minority. 

COIITEIIT. 

Abergavenny,  earl  of  Audley,  lord 

Abingdon,  eari  of  Aylesfoid,  lord 

Ailsa  (Cassilit),  loid  Bath  and  Wells,  bishop 
Anson,  lovd  of 

Arbttthnot,  leid  BathnrM,  sari 
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of 


Beaufort,  duke  of 
Bedfoid,  duke  of 
Beauchamp,  earl 
BoltoD,  lord 
Boston,  lord 
Bradford,  earl  of 
Brownlow,  earl  of 
Brodrick   (Midleton), 

lord 
Bute,  marquis  of 
Balcarras,  earl  of 
Camden,  marquis 
Cashell,  archbishop  of 
Chichester,  earl  ot 
ClannrassiU  (Roden), 

earl  of 
Carbery,  lord 
Colchester,  lord 
Dartmouth,  earl 
Dacre,  lord 
De  Lawarr,  earl 
Digby,  earl 
De  CUfford,  lord 
Eldon,  earl  of 
EUeoborough,  lord 
Falmouth,  earl  of 
Faroham,  lord 
Feversham,  lord 
Fisherwick  (Donegal), 

lord 
FitzYrilliam,  earl 
Gage,  lord 
GU^gow,  earl 
Gordon     (Aberdeen), 

lord 
Grey,  earl 
Grantley,  lord 
Ilarewood,  earl  of 
Hill,  lord 
Howe,  earl 
Kenyon,  lord 
Killaloe,  bishop 
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of 


Kerr  (Lolhian),  lord 
Lauderdale,  earl  of 
Malmesbury,  earl  of 
Mansfield,  earl  of 
Manvers,  earl 
Melville,  viscount 
Montagu,  lord 
Newcastle,  duke  of 
Napier,  lord 
Northumberland,  duke 

of 
Porafret,  earl  of 
Poulett,  earl 
Powis,  carl 
Redesdale,  lord 
Richmond,  duke  of 
Rochford,  lord 
Rodney,  lord 
Rolle,  lord 
Rosslyn,  earl  of 
Rutland,  duke  of 
Salisbury,  marquis  of 
Salisbury,  bishop  of 
Saltoun,  lord 
Sidmouth,  viscount 
Shaftesbury,  earl  of 
Sheffield,  lord 
Somcrs,  earl 
Strathallan,  lord 
Stanhope,  earl 
Tadcaster  (Thomond), 

lord 
Talbot,  earl 
Tankerville,  earl  of 
Teynham,  lord 
Vane   (Londonderry), 

earl 
'Wellington,  duke  of 
Westmoreland,  earl  of 
Willoughby  de  Broke, 

lord 
Winchibea,  earl  of 
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Ailesburr,  marquis  of 
Albemarle,  earl  of 
Bagot,  lord 
Breadalbane,  earl  of 
Buckingham,  duke  of 
Belhaveu,  lord 
Beresfbrd,  lord 
Carrington,  lord 
Clancarty,  earl  of 
Carlisle,  bishop  of 
Clogher,  bishop  of 
Churchill,  lord 
Cardigan,  earl  of 
Dorset,  duke  of 
Ely,  bbbop  of 
Forester,  lord 
Graham     (Montrose), 

earl 
Gwydyr,  lord 
Gray,  lord 
Hay  (KiDDoul),  lord 
Hertford,  marquis  of 
Harris,  lord 


Hawke^  lord 
Jersey,  earl  of 
Kellie,  lord 
Le  de  Spencer,  lord 
Lonsdale,  earl  of 
Longford,  earl  of 
Jiorton,  viscount 
Mount     Edgecumbe, 

eai'l  of 
Mount  Casliel,  lord 
Northampton,  marq.  of 
Nelson,  earl 
Northwick,  lord 
Plymouth,  earl  of 
Pnidhoe,  lord 
Queensberry,  marq.  of 
Rivers,  lord 
Romney,  earl  of 
Strad broke,  lord 
Strange  (Athol),  earl  of 
Sinclair,  lord 
Sherborne,  lord 
Stowell,  lord 


Stamford,  earl  of  paired-off. 

Tweeddale,  marquis  of    Erroi,  earl  of 
Wickiow,  earl  of  Orford,  earl  of 

Wodehouse,  lord  Venilam,  earl  of 

Warwick,  earl  of 
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Anglesey,  marquis  of 
Auckland,  lord 
Belmore,  earl  of 
Bexley,  lord 
Bolingbroke,  lord 
Braybrooke,  lord 
Bristol,  marquis  of 
Bristol,  bishop  of 
Calthorpe,  lord 
Carlisle,  earl  of 
Carnarvon,  earl  of 
Cawdor,  lord 
Chancellor,  the  lord 
Chester,  bishop  of 
Clifton  (Damley),  lord 
Clinton,  lord 
Col vi lie,  lord 
Cowper,  earl 
Comwallis,  earl 
Charlemont,  earl  of 
Darlington,  earl  of 
Dawnay  (Downe),  lord 
De  Dunstanville,  lord 
Delamere,  lord 
Devonshire,  duke  of 
Ducie,  lord 
Dudley,  viscount 
Dundas,  lord 
Dynevor,  lord 
£&sex,  earl  of 
Famborough,  lord 
Ferrers,  earl 
Fitzgibbon(Clare),lord 
Gower,  earl 
Glocester,  duke  of 
Glocester,  bishop  of 
Goderich,  lord 
Gosford,  lord 
Grantham,  lord 
Grosvenor,  earl 
Hardwicke,  earl  of 


Harrowby,  earl  of 
Hilsborough    (Down- 
shire),  lord 
Holland,  lord 
Hood,  lord 
Howu^  d§^  Walden, 

lord 
King,  lord 
Kingston,  earl  of 
Limerick,  earl  of 
Lake,  lord 
I^ansdown,  marq.  of 
Leinster,  duke  c« 
liandaff,  bishop  of 
London,  bishop  of 
Lucan, lord 
Lynedoch,  lord 
Macclesfield,  earl  of 
Mendip(Clifden),loid 
Monteagle(Sligo)^lord 
Montford,  lord 
Morley,  earl  of 
Ormonde,  marquis  of 
Plunkett,  lord 
Portland,  duke  of 
Rosebery,  earl  of 
St.  David's,  bishop  of 
St.  Vincent,  lord 
Salter8ford(CouTtowii) 

lord 
Say  and  Sele,  lord 
Seaford,  lord 
Somerhill    (Clanri- 

carde),  lord 
Spencer,  earl 
Suffolk,  eaii  of 
Sussex,  duke  of 
Sydney,  viscount 
Thanet,  eail  of 
Wharncliffe,  lord 
York,  archbishop  of 
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Bangor,  bishop  of  Grafton,  duke  of 

Buckinghamshire,  earl    Grenville,  lord 


of 

Bvron,  lord 
Chichester,  bishop  of 
Crewe,  lord 
Clarence,  duke  of 
Carrick,  earl  of 
Carysfort,  earl  of 


Granville,  lord 
Hereferd,  vise. 
Howard  of  Effingham, 

lord 
Home,  lord 
Lichfield,  bishop  of 
Leeds,  duke  of 


Conyngharo,  marq.  of    Lincoln,  bishop  of 


Caledon,  earl  of 
Duncan,  lord 
Derby,  earl  of 
Denbigh,  earl  of 
Erskine,  lord 
Foley,  lord 
Fortescue,  earl 


Minto,  lord 
Marvborough,  lord 
Marlborou^,  duke  of 
Norwich,  bishop  of 
Northland,  lord 
Ponsonby     (Besbo- 
rough),  lord 
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Felerboiougfay  bishop 
.  of 

Sondes,  lord 
Scarborough,  earl  of 
Selsey,  lora 
Somerset,  duke  of 
Stuart,  of  Castle  Stu- 
art, lord 
Stafford,  marquis  of 
St.  Albao's,  duke  of 


St.  German's,  earl  of 
Suffield,  lord 
Waldegrave,  earl 
Winchester,  marq.  of 
Wilton,  earl  of 

PAIRED-OFF. 

Alvanley,  lord 
Argyll,  duke  of 
Clarendon,  earl  of 
Fife,  earl  of 
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Tuesday y  June  12. 

Rate  of  Wages  —  Petition  or 
SpiTAL-FtELDs  Weavers.]  Mr.  E.  Da- 
venport  presented  a  Petition  from  the  ope- 
raUve  Silk-weavers  of  SpiUlfields,  praying 
for  relief  from  the  greatest  grievance  under 
which  any  portion  of  the  community  could 
li^ur;  namely,  inadequate  remuneration 
for  their  labour.  They  prayed,  that  an 
inquiry  might  be  instituted  into  the  cause 
of  their  distress.  It  might  be  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  that  House  to  relieve 
them :  but  as  persons  who  were  drowning 
caught  at  the  slightest  things  to  save  them, 
so  the  petitioners  were  anxious  to  seize 
every  possible  means  of  remedying  the 
evils  under  which  they  laboured.  They 
admitted  Uiat  there  was  an  improvement 
in  the  trade  generally ;  but  expressed  their 
doubts  of  its  continuance,  and  their  con- 
viction of  the  little  benefit  which  that  im- 
provement would  occasion  to  the  working 
classes,  while  the  masters,  by  combination, 
had  the  power  of  dimmishing  the  rate  of 
wages.  They  solicited  parliament  to  enact 
a  law,  making  agreements  with  respect  to 
wages  between  the  masten  and  the  jour- 
neymen duly  convened,  imperative  on 
both  parties.  For  his  own  part,  he 
thought  that  any  measure  of  that  kind 
would  be  a  palliative,  and  not  a  corrective 
of  the  evil ;  which,  in  his  opinion,  princi- 

Sklly  resided  in  the  state  of  the  currency, 
e  could  never  understand  how  it  was 
possiUe  to  withdraw  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  currency  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  wi^drawn,  without  paralysing  all 
the  indtistrv  of  the  country.  The  act  pro- 
▼idtog  for  tne  abolition  of  onQ^pound  notes 
had  already  produced  the  greatest  distress ; 
and  eighteen  months  were  still  to  elapse, 
before  the  whole  of  the  evil  which  it  was 
calculated  to  create  would  be  rendered 
manifest.  If  that  evil  were  not  neutralized 
by  some  measure  of  a  counteracting  ten- 
dency, he  was  persuaded  that  it  would  ar- 
me  at  a  vemX  alpmiiog  height    It  was 


extraordinary  to  hear  the  contradictory 
opinions  on  this  important  subject.  While 
in  the  memorable  debate  which  three  years 
ago  took  place  respecting  it,  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown  asserted  that  the 
question  of  the  currency  was  settled;  a 
Bank  director,  a  man  of  great  ability  and 
experience,  declared  that  so  far  was  the 
question  from  being  settled,  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  left  was  fraught  with 
the  utmost  danger,  and  would  speedily  re- 
quire some  alteration  in  the  law.  Was  it 
not  incumbent  on  the  House  to  sift  to  the 
bottom  such  opposite  opinions  on  a  subject 
of  such  vital  importance  ?  By  what 
strange  fatality  was  it,  that  so  few  persons 
were  disposed  to  listen  to  the  discussion  of 
a  topic  so  generally  interesting  ?  It  ap- 
peared as  if  some  apprehension  exist^, 
lest  the  real  facts  of  the  case  should  be 
made  manifest.  Various  reasons  had  been 
pressed  upon  him,  but  in  vain,  to  induce 
him  to  withdraw  his  notice  of  a  motion  on 
Thursday  next,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  severe  distress  which  had  afflicted 
the  commercial  and  industrious  classes  of 
the  community  during  the  last  and  present 
years.  However  unwillingly  in  some  re- 
spects, he  was  determined  to  do  his  duty 
by  persevering  in  thaPfbotion  ;  leaving  to 
parliament  all  the  honour  or  all  the  shame 
that  would  result  from  adopting  it  on  the 
one  hand,  or  letting  it  die  on  the  otheh 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

People  or  CoLotra  ik  the  West 
Indies.]  Dr.  Lushington,  in  rising  to 
make  his  motion  respecting  the  People  of 
Colour  in  the  West  Indies,  observed,  that 
he  vras  sure  when  the  House  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  they  would  be  of  opinion  with  htm, 
that  it  was  one  deserving  the  most  serious 
consideration.  There  were  few  members  of 
that  House,  except  those  who  had  local 
connexions  with  the  West  Indies,  who  had 
any  idea  of  the  number,  wealth,  and  im- 
portance, of  the  despription  of  individuals 
whose  Petition  he  was  about  to  present, 
and  whose  cause  he  meant  to  aavocate 
To  those  members  who  were  locally  con- 
nected with  the  West  Indies,  this  was  well 
known.  By  those  who  had  sons,  daughters, 
brothers,  friends,  among  the  petitioners, 
he  trusted  he  should  be  supported,  in  en- 
deavouring to  rescue  from  a  state  little  short 
of  slavery,  individuals  thus  attached  to 
them  by  the  dearest  ties  of  Mood  and  io^ 
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timacy.    He  should  abitain  fiom  pointing  | 
oat  anv  particular  iastanoea  of  the  kind  to 
which  he  alluded ;  not  for  want  of  accurate 
and  itbundant  information  on  the  subject^ 
but  be9au8e9  if  the  motion  should  be  nega- 
tivedi  he  should  be  sorry  to  have  useloMly 
hurt  feeUngswhichhewasdesirous  of  respect- 
ing. The  House  had  probably  very  little  idea 
of  the  relatire  numbers  of  the  different 
ckssas  of  the  population  of  our  West^India 
islands.    In  Jamaica^  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant of  our  colonies,  the  population  was 
estimated  to   be   as    follows: — whites, 
25,000 ;   free  people  of  colour,  30,000 1 
free  blacks,    10,000;    blacks,    340,000. 
Such  were  the  relative  numbers  as  estimated 
in  1825.  Every  hour  increased  the  number 
of  the  brown,  and  decreased  the  number 
of  the  white,  population ;  and  that  for  the 
plainest  possible  reasons.      In  the  first 
plaoe,  the  climate  waa  hostile  to  whites,  who 
Doing  bom  in  Europe,  transferred  them- 
selves to  the  West  Indies ;   so  hostile  in- 
deedf  that  if  the  details  of  the  mortality 
which  prevailed  among  the  new-comers 
could  be  displayed  to  the  House,  they 
would  regard  them  with  horror*    In  the 
second  place,  the  whites  who  went  to  the 
West-India ishmds  were  principally  males; 
few  females  resorting  thither  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  upHheir  reaidenoe*    These 
two  causes  were  perpetuallv  operating  to 
difnifiiah  the  white  part  of  the  population. 
The  brown  part  of  the  population,  on  the 
contrary,  was  increasing  with  great  rapidity. 
It  had  been  declared  by  Bryan  Edwards, 
and  by  every  other  author  who  had  treated 
of  the  West  Indies,  that  of  all  the  races  by 
which  those  islands  were  inhabited,  there 
were  none  so  healthy,  so  free  from  tendency 
to  disease,  and  so  long-lived,  as  the  mixed 
part  of  the  population.  They  were  allowed, 
on  all  hands,  to  be  peculiarlv  strong  and 
hardy.    But  if  it  wbb  true,  that  the  brown 
peculation,  as  compared  with  the  blacks 
and  the  whites,  was  rapklly  incraaiing,  it 
was  a  circumstance  of  no  smftU  importance ; 
and  one  which,  in  the  course  of  time,  and 
that  at  no  very  distant  period,  would  im- 
peratively demand  the  attention  of  parlia- 
ment. For  let  not  the  House  suppose  that 
this  ckss  of  the  West-India  population 
was  low,  degraded,or  destitute.  In  Jamaica, 
the  brown  population  was  supposed  to  be 
worth  at  least  three  millions  sterling.    He 
had  been  told,  that  they  were  worth  five 
millions ;  but  be  tock  three  millions,  as  the 
most  moderate  calculation.    To  show  how 
wfalth  aecumulated  among  tbtnit  hi$  would 


mention  a  few  instances  of  stiais  that  had 
been  bequeathed  in  several  cases.    A  l>r. 
Dickenson  had  left    120,000/. ;   a  Mn 
Swaney,    150,000/. ;    a    Mn    KiQgall» 
200,000/. ;   a  Mr.  Scott.  250/)00/.    In 
St.  James's  parish^  Jamaica,  alone,  threo 
individuals  who  had  signed  the  petition  in 
his  handi  were  said  to  be  worth  together 
above  120,000/.  Not  only  w«e  the  people 
of  colour  wealthy,  but  they  possessed  ex- 
tensive landed  property.   With  the  excep- 
tion of  one  estate  (belonging  to  the  hon. 
member  for  ISurrey),  all  we  pimento  plan- 
tations were  in  their  hands.    They  also 
had  a  great  number  of  the  cofiee  planta*- 
tions.    Many  of  the  houses  in  Kingsloo, 
and  the  other  towns  in  Jamaica,  belonged 
to  them.    Such  was  tiie  eonditbn,  snek 
the  respectability,  of  a  reee  who  had  never^ 
theless  been,  for  a  long  period,  deprived  of 
those  rights  which  were  original W  confamd 
upon  them  by  charter*   It  was  deeland  by 
all  the  original  charters  granted  to  the 
West-India  islands,  ''That  all  ehildfeft 
of  whites  bom  on  the  island  should  be, 
from  their  birth  free  denizens  of  Bagland  } 
holding  the  same  privifegea  as  free«bom 
subjects  of  En^land.^  Such  was  the  prac- 
tice for  a  considerable  time.     At  l&st,  % 
practice  grew  op,  by  whidi  the  privilege 
of  British  subjects  was  taken  aw^  foom 
the  offspring  of  whits  men  by  brovft  cm 
black  women.    In  ptx)gies6  of  lime.  Am 
acts  of  the  colonial  assemblies  to  this  eAeft 
received  the  sanction  of  the  mother  oana^ 
try.    Strange  to  say,  in  the  year  1711,  a 
statute  was  passed,  disaUing  the  indivi- 
duals in  question  from  holding  public  sitU'« 
ations.     The  hon.  and  learnt  gaatleaiaii 
here  read  the  opinion  given  at  that  period 
on  the  subject  by  lord  Chancellor  West} 
who,  while  he  allowed  that  slaves  might 
be  treated  as  their  owners  thought  pfoper 
to  treat  them,  denied  that  it  could  be  just 
to  exclude  fiee  persons  of  colour  from  the 
privileges  of  the  other  free  inhabitants  of 
the  colonisa.    No  man  conld  bequeath  to 
a  child  of  colour  more  than  1,400/*  These 
laws  were  contrary  to  all  principles  of 
justice,  and  an  outrage  on  every  natuitl 
feeling.      It^was  found  in  praetioe  impos* 
sible  to  contmue  Ihem,  amongst  any  soctet^ 
of  human  beings,  whatever  might  be  their 
principles  or  their  feelings.    Immediately 
after  riiis,  he  found  an  act^  passed  in  1762| 
to  eoMe  one  W.  F.  Brawn  to  bequeath 
his  property  to  his  children^    In  1784,  aa 
act  was  passed,  to  permit  a  woman  of 
oolonr  to  leave  har  property  to  her  cUkU 
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Bm  Bhottld  BOW  allude  to  the  lew,  whieh 
leqaiied,  that  a  certain  number  of  white 
peiBOBS  ahoiald  be  kept  upon  evert  estatei 
aad  which  imposed  a  penalty,  when  the 
eatate  was  the  property  of  the  free  men  of 
colour.  The  government  at  home  rejected 
thk  aot»  as  it  amounted  to  a  very  severe 
tax  upon  absentees.  But  this  objection 
waa  attempted  lo  be  overcome  Or  avoided, 
by  passing  similar  acts  repeatedly :  and  it 
waa  only  six  months  ago  that  the  governor 
of  Jamaica,  the  duke  of  Manchester,  was 
to  withhold  his  assent  firom  each  a 


billi  upon  the  gionnd  of  its  operating  as  a 
tax  upon  Pontons  residing  out  of  the  colony. 
— *In  179i,  immediately  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Maroon  war,  the  free  men  of 
oelow  were  allowed  to  bear  testimony 
against  whites  in  cases  of  assaults.  They 
were  not  allowed  to  produce  collateral 
testimony,  and  they  were  to  be  transported, 
if  guilty  of  perjury.  Lord  Balcarras,  the 
thm  governor,  was  an  eye  witness  to  a 
case  of  the  most  atrocious  assault  upon  a 
person  of  oolour  by  a  whits  inhabitant } 
but  he  found  himself  unable  to  convict  the 
culprit,  or  to  punish  the  outrage.  It  was 
afterwaids,  in  reward  for  the  important 
services  rendered  by  the  people  of  colour 
in  the  Maroon  war,  that  the  privilege  was 
confimed  upon  them,  of  giving  evidence 
against  the  whites  in  cases  of  assault  In 
lll3,  a  mat  alteration  took  place  in  the 
slate  of  toe  black  and  colourea  population. 
Their  condition  was  materially  improved  by 
certain  concessions  made  to  them  by  the 
House  of  Assembly ;  though,  he  regretted 
to  say,  that  the  boon  had  not  been  granted 
with  the  liberality  he  could  have  wished. 
Hie  House  of  Assembly  passed  an  act,  by 
which  thev  gave  certain  privileges  to  free 
peraoos  of  oolour,  upon  their  taking  out 
what  were  called  privilege  papers.  In 
1816,  an  act  passed,  to  enable  free  people 
of  colour  to  navigate  their  own  vessels,  and 
to  drive  their  own  carts  and  hackney- 
coaches.  From  this  act,  a  pretty  good 
opinion  might  be  formed  of  their  previous 
condition.  Bryan  Edwards,  alluding  to 
Uieir  snfierings,  had  said,  **  The  mischief 
of  the  rigour  of  the  law  is,  that  it  tends  to 
degrade  them  in  their  own  eyes  and  in  the 
eyes  of  the  community;  it  is  carried  so  far 
as  to  make  them  wretched  in  themselves, 
and  useless  lo  others.''  In  1823,  a  petition 
was  presented  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
signed  by  all  the  principal  people  of  cokmr 
in  the  island.  It  complainea,  that  they 
irnia  not  aUowed  to  participate  in  any  of 


the  advantages  of  fpovemment*  In  18M| 
there  were  unequivocal  signs  that  there 
had  been  a  great  progress  in  public  opimoo, 
both  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  amongst 
the  persons  of  colour,  and  even  amongst 
the  slaves  themselves.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  two  parishes  of  St.  James  and  St« 
Elizabeth,  petitioned  the  bouse  of  Assem- 
bly in  favour  of  concessiotis  to  the  people 
of  colour.  It  was  impossible  for  any  peti* 
tions  to  have  contained  more  sound  prin«> 
ciples,  or  to  have  been  expressed  in  better, 
language.  But  the  House  of  AssemUy 
rejected  the  petitions.  They  rqeoted  every 
measure  proposed,  but  they  turned  round 
and  conferred  the  whole  of  the  privilegee 
prayed  for  in  those  petiti<ms,  upon  the 
Jews«  Yet  the  Jews  had  never  petitioned 
upon  the  subject.  He  meant  no  ofience 
to  the  Jews :  he  was  far  from  entertainin|^ 
the  unjust,  absurd,  and  mischievous,  pre<» 
judices  which  existed  against  them.  Ha 
could  not,  however,  refrain  from  regretting^ 
that  the  House  of  Assembly  should  have 
extended  to  them  those  privileges  wUch 
they  had  refused  to  the  free  men  of  coh>ur, 
who  were  Christians;  and  who,  even  in 
point  of  complexion,  could  scarcely  be  dis« 
tinguished  from  the  whites  themselves. 
Some  of  the  free  people  had,  however,  beeis 
selected,  and  had  had  conferred  upon  thoi^ 
all  the  privileges  of  British  subjects.  Pacili« 
ties  were  given  to  individuals  to  obtain 
these  privileges  by  private  bills;  the  feea 
upon  passing  which  through  the  House 
were 'dispensed  with.  But  manypenona 
were  above  suing  for  these  privileges,  upon> 
such  terms.  What  would  be  thought  of 
the  government  of  England,  if  th^  at^ 
temfrted  to  introduce  a  practice  of  bringing 
in  bills,  one  by  one,  to  emancipate  the 
Catholics  ?  The  free  men  of  colour  were 
still  excluded  from  sitting  upon  juries,  from 
holding  public  offices,  and  from  any  exer- 
cise of  the  elective  franchise.  It  was  the 
same  in  almost  all  the  West-India  islands. 
There  were  certain  public  schools  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  which  were  supported 
by  taxes,  levied  equally  on  blacks,  whites, 
and  persons  of  every  shade  of  colour.  With 
the  exceptbn  of  the  parish  of  St  James, 
persons  of  colour  were  excluded  from  all 
such  schools.  Even  in  St.  James,  the 
system  was  most  unjust.  He  found  that, 
in  that  parish,  there  were  seventy  free 
persons  of  colour  educated,  at  an  average 
charge  of  five  pounds  each,  whilst  six 
white  persons  were  educated  at  the  ex- 
pease  ofpotkss  than  one  thousand  poauds^ 
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Free  persons  of  colour  were  prevented 
from  serving  upon  juries;  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  an  impossibility  for  any  person 
of  that  description  to  obtain  justice  against 
a  white.  He  would  allude  to  a  trial,  in 
which  two  persons,  named  James  and 
Hector  Mitchell,  bore  a  most  conspicuous 
part.  The  brother  of  the  present  Attorney- 
general  was,  at  the  time,  the  person  before 
whom  the  cause  was  tried.  He  charged 
the  jury  in  strong  laiiguage  ;  but  they  re- 
fused to  obey.  The  learned  judge  had 
said,  that  the  evidence  of  Hector  Mitchell 
ought  not  to  have  been  received ;  and  the 
House  would  not  differ  from  this  opinion 
when  they  were  told  that  the  witness,  at 
the  outset,  had  positively  refused  to  give 
his  testimony  at  all,  if  he  were  not  allowed 
to  give  it  in  his  own  way,  and  just  as  he 
thought  proper.  This  was  acceded  to  him ; 
and  he  accordingly  did  give  his  evidence 
in  a  way  peculiar  to  himself,  and  contrary 
to  all  the  principles  ^f  testimony  acknow- 
ledged in  our  jurisprudence.  He  ran  on 
in  a  confusion  of  hearsay  evidence ;  and 
although  he  was  contradicted  by  six  other 
witnesses,  the  jury,  notwithstanding  this, 
and  notwithstandmg  the  opinion  of  the 
judge,  gave  their  verdict  against  the  man 
of  colour,  and  in  favour  of  the  person  of 
their  own  complexion.  So  strong  was  the 
case,  that  the  judge  immediately  declared, 
that  he  would  grant  a  new  trial,  if  the 
aggrieved  party  desired  it.  But  the  un- 
fortunate plaintiff  replied,  '*  What  will  it 
avail  me  to  have  an  impartial  judge,  or 
excellent  counsel?  the  jury  will  still  be 
white  men,  and  I  have  no  chance  of  suc- 
cess." The  want  of  a  sulBBicient  number  of 
white  men  to  form  juries  often  occasioned 
a  most  strange,  if  not  ridiculous  practice. 
It  frequently  happened,  that  they  could 
not  produce  a  sufficient  number  of  white 
men  to  form  a  coroner*s  inquest.  In  such 
cases  it  was  the  practice  at  Kingston  to 
send  to  the  barracks,  to  procure  soldiers, 
or  to  the  ships  to  get  sailors  to  convert  into 
jurymen. — He  had  taken  care  to  be  correct 
in  what  he  stated,  and  his  views  were  not 
the  result  of  oae  single  instance,  but  of 
cases  taken  indifferenUy  from  time  to  time. 
Free  people  of  colour  were  compelled  by 
law  to  serve  in  the  militia  of  Jamaica,  but 
they  could  not  rise  higher  than  the  rank  of 
Serjeant.  Thus,  a  free  man  of  colour,  pos- 
sessed of  100,000/.  might  be  commanded 
by  his  clerk.  It  might  be  supposed,  that 
the  natural  effect  of  such  a  system  of 
^tmept  would  be  to  oblige  the  people  o( 


colour  to  throw  themselves  largely  upon 
the  public  funds  for  support.     So  far  from 
this  being  the  case,  it  was  principally  the 
whites  who  were  obl^ed  to  resort  to  public 
charity.     In  Kingston,  the  proportion  was 
as  ten  to  one.  The  number  of  browns  was 
greater  than  the  whites ;  and  yet  they  had 
to  contend  with  all  these  restrictions.'  The 
proportionate  allowances  to  the  different 
classes  were  most  unjust.    Thus,  to  desti- 
tute blacks  was  allowed  5s.,  to  browns, 
65.  8tf.,  and  to  pauper  whites  from  ten  to 
twenty  shilling^.     It  might  be  supposed; 
that  the  system  would  have  the  effect  of 
demoralizing  the  free  brown  population; 
but  he  found  the  offences  committed  by  the 
white  population  to  exceed  those  chai^ged 
against  persons  of  colour.     In  the  course 
of  the  last  forty  years,  only  four  browH 
persons  had  been  executed ;  whilst,  of  the 
white  population,  the  instances  were  move 
frequent.      After  the  Maroon  war,  the 
House  of  Assembly  passed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  free  people  of  colour,  for  their 
services  during  that  dangerous  conflict  In 
no  instance  had  thev  ever  been  charged 
with  disloyalty;   although  the  treatment 
they  had  met  with  might  have  misled  their 
passions,  and  they  had  in  their  hands  a 
tremendous   power.      The  militia  of  the 
island  consisted  of  not  less  than  10,000 
men ;  of  which  about  5,000  were  persons  of 
colour.  There  were  seldom  more  than  2,000 
regular  troops  upon  the  island.  He  trusted 
that  theHouse  would  undertake  such  mea- 
sures as  were  likely  to  remedy  the  mischief. 
The  scandalous  effect  of  the  present  system 
was,  to  induce  the  daughters  of  persons  of 
colour  to  live  in  a  stete  of  prostitution  to 
the  whites.    The  policy  of  Jamaica  was  to 
discourage  marriage  in  any  shape,    and 
prostitution  was  more  common  than  could 
be  conceived.     If  a  brown  man  had  an 
illegitimate  child  by  a  white  woman,  it 
might  inherit  the  parent's  property;  but 
if  he  married  her,   his  legitimate  child 
would  be  disfranchised.    This  was  prac- 
tically to  give  a  premium  upon  concubi- 
nage, and  to  inflict  a  penalty  upon  mar- 
riage.   The  absurdity  of  the  laws,  could 
not  admit  of  a  doubt.    The  children  of 
slaves  might  be  slaves  in  virtue  of  the  laws 
of  property,  but  the  children  of  brown  per- 
sons were  deprived  of  their  privileges,  for 
no  other  reason,  but  because  their  com- 
plexion happened  not  to  be  white.     It 
was    the   duty   of  the    government    to 
remedy  these  inconveniences.    He,  how- 
everi  would  not  prefs  any  particulw  meM 
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Sum;  for  he  thaaght  it  desirable  that  the 
House  of  Assembly  should  have  another 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  subject.  He 
felt  he  was  pursuing  the  course  best  cal- 
culated to  obtain  tibe  end  he  had  in  view, 
in  allowing  the  government  to  take  what- 
ever measures  Uiey  deemed  best  calcu- 
lated to  remedy  the  evil.  Perhaps  there 
did  not  exbt  any  system  of  abuse  against 
which  public  opinion  was  so  strong,  and 
so  dedaedly  unanimous.  So  much  did  he 
consider  the  ridicule^  the  injustice,  the 
oppression,  under  which  these  unfortunate 
people  were  labouring ;  so  urgent  was  the 
necessity  for  relief;  so  replete  with  danger 
was  the  continuance  of  the  svstem,  that 
he  should  consider  it  his  bounden  dutv,  in 
a  future  session,  if  his  hope  of  someming 
efiectual  being  accomplished  was  not 
realized,  to  renew  the  subject,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  bring  the  House  to  some  agree- 
ment upon  the  measures  of  remedy  proper 
tO"  be  pursued. — ^He  had  another  petition 
to  present  from  a  person  scarcely  distin- 
guishable from  himself  in  point  of  com- 
plexion. So  comprehensive  and  uncom- 
promising were  these  laws,  that  the  re- 
strictions extended  to  persons  of  colour 
of  every  nation*  They  were  not  confined 
to  the  blacks  or  negroes  of  Africa,  but  they 
extended  to  the  people  of  colour  of  Ame- 
rica, and  even  to  every  variety  of  the 
Indian  race. — He  could  not  help  availing 
himself  of  the  present  moment  to  allude 
to  the  late  deportation  of  persons  of  colour 
firom  the  island  of  Jamaica.  He  had  in- 
the  subject,  and  he  entertained 


not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  that  transaction.  He  was  willmg, 
at  the  present  moment,  to  postpone  this 
case,  as  he  was  aware,  that  since  the 
changes  incidental  to  Uie  illness  of  the 
earl  of  Liverpool,  it  had  been  impossible 
for  ministers  to  have  made  themselves  per- 
hci  masters  of  the  subject.  It  was  neces- 
sary for  the  character  of  public  justice 
that  the  House  should,  in  wis  case,  pro- 
tect the  injured.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  then  presented  a  petition  from 
the  freeholders  of  the  mixed  race,  and 
others,  free  inhabitants  of  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  for  admission  to  the  full  protec- 
tion of  Uie  law  and  the  privileges  of  Bri- 
tish subjects ;  and  aho  a  similar  petition 
from  George  Hyde,  on  behalf  of  the  free 
people  of  colour  in  the  colony  of  Hon- 
duras. 

Mr.  C.  N.  PaUmer  said,  he  felt  as 
imekMis  as  the  learned  gentleman  to  see 
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the  question  that  agitated  the  colonies 
settled  finally  and  satisfactorily.  There 
was  no  difference  between  him  and  the 
learned  gentleman,  except  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  their  common  object  should  be 
carried  into  effect.  It  was  hardly  fair,  in 
discussing  such  a  question  as  the  present, 
to  go  back  to  the  reign  of  queen  Anne. 
It  should  be  considered,  not  as  it  was,  but 
as  it  now  is.  He  denied  that  justice  was 
refused  to  the  brown  population.  He 
never  knew  an  instance  of  oppression  ex- 
ercised upon  one  of  them ;  and  though  a 
single  case  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
learned  gentleman,  one  case  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  establish  a  principle.  He  had  not 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  sa^ng,  that  sub- 
stantial justice  was  done,  m  all  cases,  to 
the  brown  population  in  Jamaica.  In  1761, 
a  law  had  been  passed  prohibiting  l^acies 
to  a  large  amount  being  left  to  illegitimate 
children  ;  but  not  to  those  bom  in  wed- 
lock ;  the  object  of  it  being  to  discourage 
the  prevalence  of  illicit  intercourse.  He 
rose  for  two  purposes — ^the  one  was  to  deny 
the  partiality  and  injustice  complained  of, 
the  other  to  resist,  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
too  sudden  changes  sought  to  be  intro- 
duced amongst  the  population  of  the  West 
Indies.  He  admitted  that  justice  in  the  West 
Indies  was,  in  general,  badly  administered ; 
and  bore  testimony  to  the  good  conduct 
of  the  brown  population,  and  to  the  fa- 
vourable feeling  entertained  towards  them 
amongst  the  whites;  but  he  feared  that 
parliamentary  interference  might  check 
those  benevolent  feelings.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  by  reading  an  extract  of 
a  speech  of  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  ^ich  that 
gentleman  recommended  caution  and  mo- 
deration in  the  promotion  of  the  brown 
population. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  felt  no  small 
degree  of  disappointment  from  the  speech 
which  he  had  just  heard.  He  was  ready 
to  acknowledge,  that  the  long  residence 
in  Jamaica  of  the  hon.  member,  gave 
considerable  authority  to  what  he  said; 
but  still,  that  authority  had  not  the  weiefat 
of  facts.  But,  without  takinr  nice  dis- 
tinctions between  the  value  of  his  authority 
and  the  weight  of  established  facts,  he 
would  come  to  the  point  with  him. — ^Were 
the  brown  population  in  the  habit  of  re- 
ceiving substantial  and  practical  iustice  ? 
Were  there  not  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
of  the  king's  free  and  meritorious  subjects 
who  recei^  neither  justice  nor  fiettr  deal« 
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iog  ?  ThehoD.  member  had  himself  borne 
testimony  to  their  good  conduct:  s^nd, 
was  it  to  be  endured,  that  men,  against 
whom  no  charges  had  been  substantiated, 
should  be  denied  the  first  rights  of  British 
subjects  ?'  He  could  not  allow  gentlemen 
to  ^o  back  to  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
or  to  the  first  of  the  late  king,  '*  Don't 
listen  to  those/'  said  the  hon,  gentleman, 
*'  who  tell  you  how  things  have  been;  but 
listen  to  me,  while  I  do  not  tell  you  any 
thing."  It  was  in  vain  that  he  told  them 
of  the  industry,  and  the  moderation^  and 
the  candour,  of  the  learned  member,  while 
he  said  to  the  House,  ''  pay  no  attention 
to  his  facts,  but  listen  to  my  no-facts — 
listen  to  me,  who  tell  you  nothing,  but 
pay  no  regard  to  him  who  speaks  to  the 
purpose."  There  had  not  been,  he  would 
contend,  the  slightest  attempt  to  showi 
that  the  brown  population  received  justice 
from  the  courts  that  sat  in  Jamaica.  As 
often  as  a  court  sat,  so  often  it  was  to  do 
injustice.  It  was  morally  and  physically 
impossible  that  they  coula  be  done  justice 
to.  They  wese  not  tried  by  their  own 
biembers.  Was  that  nothing?  It  was 
said,  that  the  courts  were  open  to  the 
wealthy — they  might  there  be  sued  for 
any  offence — ^they  might  there  be  permit- 
ted to  try  questions  relating  to  such  pro-* 
perty  as  the  law  permitted  them  to  have 
a  title  to.  But,  could  they  have  a  judge 
or  jury  of  their  own  people.  Could  they 
be  tried  by  a  jury  of  brown  men  ?  How 
would  the  hon.  member  himself  like  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  of  brown  men — of  Irish- 
men— of  Scotchmen— of  Frenchmen  ? 
Confident  he  was,  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man would  not  desire  to  be  tried  by  a 
jury,  all  the  individuals  of  which  were 
abolitionists.  The  law  which  said  to  an 
Individual,  *'You  shall  be  tried  by  men 
who  are  aliens  and  enemies,"  was  mani- 
festly unjust.  Would  the  hon.  gentleman 
like  to  be  tried  by  a  brown  jury,  who  were 
tiis  enemies?  for  enemies  we  had  made 
them,  by  our  absurd  laws,  in  spite  of  the 
commands  of  Providence,  and  the  dispen- 
sation of  nature.  These  regulations  had 
raised  a  barrier  between,  two  divisions  of 
the  human  race;  a  partition  wall  was 
erected,  by  the  interposition  of  which  the 
tenants  of  the  one  side  were  rendered  the 
artificial  enemies  of  those  of  the  other. 
The  slowness  with  which  the  West-Indian 
legislatures  proceeded  was  attempted  to 
be  justified  by  the  difiiculties  of  the  case; 
yi^hich  difficulties,  it  w«s  added^  the  House 


of  Commons  had  itself  (At  and  adgiittAd. 
He  confessed  he  did  not  see  the  force  of 
this  aigument;  and  could  not  receive  it 
as  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  total 
inertness  of  the  cobnists.  No  reaem- 
blance  whatever  existed  between  the  case 
of  the  Catholics  and  Protestant  Dissenteis 
of  this  country,  and  the  condition  of  the 
negroes  and  people  of  colour  of  the  West 
Indies.  Yet  a  comparison  bad  been  initi- 
tuted.  The  Mulatto  was  made  to  bear 
the  burthen  of  his  parents  crimes.  Not 
for  any  fault  of  his,  but  because  otbeis 
had  sinned,  was  he  persecuted.  If  any 
thing  was  calculated  to  drive  men  to  mad- 
ness and  despair,  it  was  a  condition  such 
as  this. — If  any  thing  deserved  to  bear 
the  name  of  cruel,  it  was  a  policy  such  aa. 
this. — If  any  thing  deserved  to  be  deoo- 
minated  by  the  title  of  childish  and  con- 
temptible, it  was  a  policy  like  thifr— <tbe 
rather  when  it  was  considered  that  ooa 
half  of  our  colonial  militia  was  composed 
of  these  very  men  of  colour,  who  were 
themselves  deprived  of  the  rights  of  hu- 
manity, and  who  were  aliso  Uie  brethren 
of  those  negroes,  by  whom  the  coloniats 
were  out-numberea  and  surrounded. 
When  it  was  considered  that  the  Mulattoos 
were  allied  by  a  shade  of  skin  to  those 
countless  thousands  held  in  bondage  by 
the  West- India  planters,  the  consequences 
of  initating  them  must  be  most  alarming. 
Again,  while  they  allowed  their  blacbi 
occasionally  to  be  free,  refusing  a  similar 
boon  to  the  Mulatto,  and  attempting  to 
restrain  all  with  their  petty  handful  of 
whites,  they  might  say,  if  they  pleased, 
that  this  was  a  correct  policy — that  thia 
was  the  slow  progress  so  mightily  com- 
mended by  their  advocates;  but,  for  his 
part,  he  conceived  that  such  a  state  of 
things  could  only  be  continued  by  a  gross 
misunderstanding  of  what  was  the  best 
interest  of  the  colonists  themselves.  He 
promised  his  learned  friend  success,  if  he 
persevered :  he  promised  him  many 
triumphs  in  the  good  cause — triumphs  in 
which  he  hoped  to  participate  with  him. 
He  was  sorry  his  learned  friend  could  not 
bring  forward  the  duke  of  Manchester's 
case  this  session.  He  would  say  what 
bis  learned  friend's  modesty  prevented  him 
£rom  saying;  that  he  had  taken  great, 
and  not  unavailing,  pains  with  the  subject* 
He  would  venture  to  claim  for  his  learned 
friend  the  praise  of  having  applied  ikill 
and  diligence,  almost  incredible,  to  the 
case.    He  h^ed  he  woukly  at  a  futme 
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pttiod,  briag  itibnwd;  buthedio  m- 
teitcined  a  belief^  tkat  circwmttaacct 
ajgbi  arise  which  would  tender  the  iatro- 
dactioii  of  hk  letned  frieod'e  propositkni 
uanecetmry.  He  eaid  this,  because  he 
ceofided  in  the  activi^  and  hooetty  of 
that  fOTemineot,  ia  which  he  would  agak 
eipcess  hk  con(ideftce«  He  tiueted  hit 
majesty's  goremiaeDt  would  bring  forward 
Mm  measuiea  as  might  spare  \m  learned 
Irieiid  the  trouble  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  question.  The  coo- 
duet  of  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Mr.  Canning),  while  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  had  affMrded  him  the  highest  grati- 
fication; seeing  that,  in  a  short  Uose^  the 
slave-trade  woidd  no  longer  exist'anywhere 
by  law.  The  exertions  of  that  right  hon» 
gentleman  had  been  unwearied;  and  to 
Uiose  exertions  ft  was  owing,  that  a  tnesty 
had  been  concluded,  by  which  the  duration 
of  the  abominable  trade,  in  the  only  coun* 
try  where*  at  present,  it  existed  by  law, 
was  limited  to  a  period,  not  exceeding 
three  years.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
deserved  the  praise  of  having  been  the 
first,  as  far  as  laws  and  r^ultttions  ooaU 
efiect  the  mighty  object,  completsly  to  do 
away  with  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  emphatically 
called)  ''the  greatest  practical  evil  that 
ever  dHicted  humanity*" 

Mr.  WUmoi  HorUm  expressed  hk  satis- 
faction at  the  general  tone  in  which  the 
debate  had  been  conducted,  ior  if  the 
great  object  in  view  were  to  be  carried  into 
effect  throu^  the  intervention  of  the 
Colonial  Legisbtures,  it  was  expedient,  as 
mneh  as  possible  to  abstain  from  irritation; 
never  forgetting  the  complicated  circum- 
stances whidh  led  to  the  disabilities  under 
which  the  Africans  labonrsd,  nor  the 
difficmlties  of  removing  Uiem  at  all,  much 
lass  with  any  degree  of  rapidity.  Time 
was  necessarv  to  remove  an  evil  which 
oenturies  had  completed.  He  couM  not 
admit  that  the  colonial  assemblies  had 
shewn  no  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  slaves ;  but  he  never^less  wished  the 
House  to  stamp  its  opmion,  that  it  was  the 
true  intenst  of  the  whites  of  the  West 
Indies  to  remit  the  existing  dkabilitiss. 
In  hk  view,  it  was  far  wiser  to  wait  until 
gndiial  improvement  in  education  and 
fioffotj  amoug  the  negroes  had  produced 
Its  mflnenoe  on  the  colonial  legiBktttms» 
than  lo  call  upon  those  bodies  per^ 
emptoril  t  to  diaage  their  system  at  onee, 
and  to  threaten  them  with  the  ve&teanoe 
f  f  pariiameni  at  hame,  if  thty  did  aot 


instantly  foBow  a  couna  whadk  mig^ 
be  abstractedly  right,  but  wrong  m  its 
immediate  application.  What  chaaoa  was 
there  that  laws  would  be  carried  into 
effect  which  were  not  voluntarily  adopted, 
but  forced  upon  the  oi^onial  assemblaes  t 

Mr.  W,  Stmik  said,  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Surrey  had  cossplained  of  the 
inittstioe  of  referring  to  ciicumstanoas 
which  had  occurred  half  a  century  a^ 
He  should  have  entirely  agwed  with  him, 
provided  the  act  of  1761  had  been  repealed 
or  materially  amended  in  many  of  the 
klands ;  but  the  feet  was,  that,  till  veiY 
recently,  that  aict  had  scarcely  been  at  all 
alterod  for  the  benefit  of  the  nagroea.  It 
was  urged,  that  time  ought  to  be  allowed ; 
but,  had  gentlemen  forgotten,  that  k  was 
now  forty  years  since  thk  question  had 
been  first  agiUted  before  the  Brkish 
legislature  ?  Ho  admitted  that  some 
ameliomtion  of  the  condition  of  the  me« 
of  colour  had  recently  taken  place;  but,  if 
it  wifiiit  on  no  futer  than  k  had  hitherto 
done,  he  feared  that  the  present,  and  even 
the  next,  genemtion  would  pass  away  fae< 
fore  the  object  was  efiiectea.  The  hon. 
gentleman  concluded,byreadiflgan  extract 
of  a  letter  from  a  Britkh  offioer  in  one  of 
the  colonies,  giving  a  familiar  account  of  a 
marriage  between  a  man  of  colour  and  a 
white  woman,  whom  he  was  said  to  have 
'<  bought.*"  Thk  phrase  refened  to  the 
disparity  of  circumstances  between  the 
parties,  and  it  was  held  by  all  persons  in 
the  colony,  as  one  of  the  greatest  acts  of 
atroci^  that  had  ever  been  perpetmted  in 
the  West  Indies.  He  could,  if  it  were 
necessary,  adduce  a  multitude  of  other 
instances  to  show  the  degradation  which 
the  difference  of  colour  occasbned  in  the 
colonies,  out  of  whkh  arose  the  im^ 
possibility  to  the  cdoaied  race  of  obtamiag 
umartial  justice. 

Mr.  Catmmg  said,  that,  ai  no  question 
had  been  raised  to  excite  a  difference  of 
opinion,  thk  debate  might  have  closed 
with  the  remarks  in  reply  of  the  hon,  and 
learned  mover,  who  had  so  fairly  and 
temperslely  introdooed  the  subject.  In 
justice  to  the  hon.  UMmber  for  Surrey,  he 
felt  it  necessary  to  say,  that  his  speech 
had  not  left  the  mipression  upon  hk  mindf 
which  it  seemed  to  have  made  upon  that 
of  the  learned  member  for  Wiochelsea, 
He  did  not  nnderstabd  that  boa.  member 
as  defesiding,  but  as  lamentiog  the  system 
—not  •B  coatendfag  that  k  osght  to  he 
penftaaen^  btu  s^rettuig  the  alow  f»r 
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gress  of  improvemement.  He  confessed 
he  rather  augured  from  the  hon^  member's 
]angua|e,  a  fair  disposition  to  meet  this 
part  of  the  subject  with  a  desire,  as  far 
as  human  means  could  accomplish  it,  to 
get  rid  of  all  possible  difficulties.  But 
&e  speech  of  the  hon.  member  for  Norwich, 
and  particularly  the  fact  with  which  he 
had  concluded,  proved  still  more  strongly, 
how  much  ought  to  be  left  to  time  and  cir- 
cumstances. If  once  an  adverse  disposition 
were  created,  it  might  be  found  impossible 
to  accomplish  the  object.  The  hon. 
member  had  quoted  a  letter,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  a  union,  or  rather  of  what  the 
French  called  a  misalliance  between  a 
man  of  colour  and  a  white  woman,  which 
was  termed  buying  a  white  woman,  and 
which  had  difrased  general  disgust  as  a 
monstrous  atrocity.  This  fact  established 
the  enormous  difficulty  of  the  subject ;  it 
was  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
and  no  proceeding  of  the  legislature  could 
precipitate  its  removal.  The  advocates  for 
acceleration  adopted  before  the  senate  of 
Great  Britain,  the  reasoning  of  Shylock 
before  the  senate  of  Venice : — 

*'  Yoa  have  among  you  many  a  purchased  slave, 
Which,  like  your  asses  and  yoar  dogs  and 

muleSf 
You  use  in  abject  and  in  slavish  parts. 
Because  you  bought  them.    Shall  I  say  to  you, 
Let  them  be  free—marry  them  to  your  heirs  ?  " 

It  vras  easy  to  say,  "  let  them  be  free — 
marry  them  to  your  heirs;  **  but  the  thing 
was  now  impossible ;  and  it  might  be  long 
before  the  time  arrived  when  it  would  be 
possible.  He  felt  as  strongly  as  any  hon. 
gentleman,  that  impartial  justice  should 
be  meeted  out  to  the  slave-population,  and 
the  people  of  colour  in  the  West  Indies. 
But  It  was  one  thing  to  fight  against  the 
dictates  of  nature  and  the  established 
order  of  things,  and  another  to  correct 
errors  which  might  have  insinuated  them- 
selves into  the  administration  of  justice. 
The  one  object  was  beyond  the  province 
of  parliament,  the  other  within  it.  The 
latter  was  in  the  province  of  legislation ;  the 
former  in  the  province  of  manners.  In 
that  case,  he  could  not  see  the  object  to 
which  the  exertions  of  the  legislature  were 
to  be  applied :  the  grievance,  if  such  it 
were,  must  be  left  to  a  slower  process  to 
correct  it — the  progress  of  opinion.  He 
concurred  with  an  hon.  member,  that  it 
was  impossible  justice  should  be  done, 
unless  the  prejudices  of  the  colonists  were 
broken  down ;  first  trying  the  power  and 
tuiUingaess  of  the  local  le^ature^  and  in- 
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terposing  with  the  higher  power  of  parlia* 
ment,  if  it  were  found  necessary.  The 
whites  in  one  island  had  been  stated  at 
twenty-five  thousand,  the  blacks  at  three 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand;  and  there 
were  besides  thirty  thousand  neutrals, 
whom  the  governing  part  of  the  society 
might  win  to  themselves  by  indulgence 
and  conciliation,  and  whom  it  would  be 
absolute  niidness,  and  the  most  incredible 
folly,  with  their  eyes  open,  not  to  con- 
ciliate, and  thereby  gain  a  most  important 
acquisition.  He  would  leave  to  the  colo- 
nies the  means  of  attaining  this  object  as 
fast  as  they  could  by  a  conquestof  prejudice ; 
but  he  would  exact  from  them  the  removal 
of  positive  evil.  In  due  time,  if  they  did 
not  remove  it  themselves,  it  must  be  re* 
moved  for  them. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Poor  Laws.]  Mr.  Slaney  regrettedj 
that  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  as 
that  to  which  his  motion  had  relation, 
should  have  fallen  into  hands  so  incom- 
petent as  his  own.  He  had  vainlv  waited, 
however,  for  some  member  of  greater 
weight  than  himself,  to  undertake  it ;  but 
finding  that  no  hon.  gentleman  was  likely 
to  do  so,  he  could  no  longer  forbear  sul>- 
mitting  his  views  of  a  question,  in  which 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  community  were  bound  up. 
The  poor-rates  and  pauperism  had* gone 
on,  frightfully  increasing,  for  many  years. 
By  the  report  of  the  Poor-laws'  committee, 
dated  May  1825,  it  appeared,  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  the  amount  of  poor- 
rates  was  in  1748,  689,000/.;  in  1784 
and  1785  about  2,000,000/.  each  year;  in 
1803,  4,000,000/. ;  in  1815,  6,000,000/; 
in  1818,  6,800,000/.;  and  in  1821, 
7,200,000/.  It  was  at  present,  a  little 
more  than  6,000,000/.  On  a  comparison 
of  several  periods,  the  amount  seemed  to 
have  doubled  in  every  twenty  years,  while 
the  population  was  found  to  have  doubled 
itself  but  once  in  a  century.  The  hon. 
gentleman  went  on  to  shew,  that  the  pre- 
sent system  of  Poor-laws  was  destructive, 
not  only  to  the  independence  and  charac- 
ter of  the  labouring  agricultural  popula- 
tion, but,  eventually,  to  the  whole  capital 
and  interests  of  agriculture.  He  drew  a 
comparison  between  the  state  of  the  poor 
in  Scotland,  as  compared  with  their  con- 
dition in  England  and  Wales,  and  entered 
into  various  statements  to  show  that  their 
condition  in  Scotland  was  much  better } 
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the  charge  of  their  support  so  much  less, 
that  it  was  only  as  one  to  sixty-eight, 
contrasted  with  the  charge  for  England 
and  Wales.  He  deprecated,  in  strong 
language,  the  fatal  system  adopted  by  the 
south  and  south-eastern  counties  of  Eng- 
land, of  paying  able-bodied  labourers 
wages,  in  so  many  cases,  out  of  the  Poor- 
rates,  as  one  which  tended  not  merely  to 
the  extinction  of  all  industry  and  spirit 
among  them,  but  which  operated  power- 
fully to  sanction  improvidence,  and  en- 
courage crime.  What  was  the  cause  of 
pauperism  in  England?  Not,  as  had 
been  idly  contended,  the  extent  of  our 
manufacturing  interests;  for  high  Poor- 
rates  and  low  vrages  were  invariably  found 
in  our  agricultural  districts.  Those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  given  to  geology,  as  well 
as  to  legislation,  would  observe,  that  by 
drawing  a  line  between  the  north-west  and 
south-east  part  of  the  country,  those 
counties  which  lay  on  the  north-west  side 
of  the  line,  were  coal  and  agricultural 
counties ;  whereas  those  which  lay  on  the 
south-east  were  chalk  and  manufacturing 
ones.  With  the  exception  of  Norwich, 
there  was  not  one  eminent  manufacturing 
town  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  line. 
As  further  proof  that  poverty  was  more 
prevalent  in  agricultural  than  m  manufac- 
turing districts,  the  Poor-rates  were  much 
heavier  in  the  former  districts  than  the 
latter.  He  would  next  refer  to  the  com- 
mittee of  1817.  In  that  report  it  was 
stated,  that  the  effect  of  the  present  system 
would  be  "  to  increase  the  amount  of  the 
Poor-rates,  so  that  they  would  continue 
until  the  whole  property  of  the  land  was 
absorbed,  to  the  subversion  of  the  order 
and  happiness  of  society  in  this  country." 
After  referring  to  the  increase  of  Poor- 
rates  arising  from  allowing  able-bodied 
men  to  come  upon  that  fund  which  should 
be  sacred  to  the  infirm  and  helpless,  he 
next  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  far  better  arrangements  respecting  the 
poor  which  were  to  be  found  in  Scotland 
than  in  England,  and  the  comparatively 
less  prevalence  of  poverty  in  that  country. 
Anodier  important  point  of  view  in  which 
to  consider  the  comparative  poverty  to  be 
found  in  the  two  countries,  was,  that  the 
increase  of  Poor-rates  was  found  propor- 
tionable to  the  extent  and  increase  of 
crime.  The  Poor-rates  of  Scotland, 
taking  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years, 
as  compared  with  England  and  Wales, 
were  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  sixty- 


eight,  and  the  proportion  of  criminals  in 
that  time  was  as  one  to  fifty-seven.  The 
object  of  the  bill  he  was  about  to  propose 
was  to  remove  the  bounty  to  improvidence 
which  the  present  system  held  out  in  the 
southern  counties,  in  the  payment  of  able- 
bodied  men  out  of  the  Poor-rates,  and  to 
restore  that  natural  order  of  things  which 
would  raise  a  man  from  a  degraded 
dependence  to  one  of  independence. 
Aflcr  quoting  the  opinions  of  two  commit- 
tees in  support  of  his  opinion,  and  refer- 
ring to  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Ricardo,  Mr. 
Malthus,  and  others,  as  authorities  to 
guide  him  rather  than  advance  any  opinion 
of  his  own,  the  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
by  moving,  "  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  declare  and  amend  the  law  relative  to 
the  employment  and  payment  of  able- 
bodied  labourers  out  of  the  Poor-rates/' 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday i  June  13. 

Corn  Bill.]  Lord  GodmcA  said,  he 
had  been  asked  last  night  to  explain  what 
course  government  meant  to  pursue  with 
respect  to  the  Com  bill,  in  consequence  of 
the  decision  which  had  been  come  to  bv 
their  lordships.  He  had  been  asked,  if  it 
was  his  intention  to  propose,  in  any  other 
stage  of  the  bill,  that  the  amendment 
should  be  rescinded  ;  and  on  what  day  he 
meant  to  move  the  third  reading.  He  did 
not  then  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  answer 
those  questions ;  but  it  was  fit  he  should 
now  do  so.  He  felt  that,  after  the  decision 
which  the  House  had  come  to,  for  the 
second  time,  on  the  amendment,  any  at- 
tempt on  his  part  to  induce  their  lordships 
to  depart  from  that  decision  would  be  quite 
out  of  the  question.  He  must  now  con- 
sider that  the  bill,  as  amended,  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  their  lordships;  and 
he  had  last  night  stated  the  grounds  on 
which  he  thought  the  clause  not  only  ob- 
jeetionable,  but  fatal  to  the  measure; 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  not 
possible  for  him  to  undertake  to  propose 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill ;  and  he,  there- 
fore, wished  it  to  be  understood  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  proceed  with  it. 

The  Earl  of  Malmesbury  could  not  re- 
gret that  the  measure  had  been  abandoned ; 
but  he  was  still  ready  to  meet  his  noble 
friend  in  furthering  any  project  for  amend- 
ing the  existing  system.  He  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  act  of  1822  broo^t  into 
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opemtion,  by  doiog  away  the  daiue  which 
prevented  foreign  com  from  being  imported 
till  the  price  rose  to  80^. 

Lord  Ellenboraugh  thought  that  this 
suggestion  off  his  noUe  friend  deserved 
the  serious  attention  of  government.  He 
feared^  however,  that  the  bill  of  1822  was 
purposely  kept  suspended  over  them,  to 
force  parliament  to  adopt  a  worse  and 
more  objectionable  measure. 

Lord  Goderich  said,  that  the  bill  of  1822 
was  so  much  opposed  to  the  present  mea* 
sure,  that  government  conld  not  bring  it 
into  operation. 

The  Duke  of  WellingtM  wished  to  know 
if  there  was  anv  motion  before  the  House  ? 
Though  hia  noble  friend  had  expressed  his 
intention  not  to  biing  on  the  third  reading 
on  Friday,  stiU  the  order  was  not  die* 
charged. 

Earl  Grey^  was  desiious  to  state  the 
motives  by  which  he  was  actuated  in  the 
course  which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
pursue.  '  It  was  perfectly  at  the  option  of 
the  noble  lord,  if  he  thought  the  amend- 
joent  viciousy  to  abandon  the  bill ;  but  he 
wished  to  observe,  that  he  did  not  support 
the  amendment,  as  being  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  He  woulid  never  lend 
himself  to  the  unworthy  purpose — and  he 
was  qmite  sure  the  noble  duke  would  not— • 
of  opposing  indirectly  that  which  he  sup- 
ported directly.  He  had  voted  for  the 
amendment,  thinking  it  to  be  an  improve- 
ment ;  as  tending  to  check  the  abuses 
which  arose  under  the  bonding  system. 
Thinking,  as  he  did,  that  the  manner  in 
which  the  bill  was  introduced,  in  a  season 
of  clamour,  waa  highly  objectionable — 
thinking,  also,  that  the  government  was 
much  to  blame  in  listening  to  that  clamour 
—thinking,  too,  that  for  the  last  six  years 
corn  had  never  risen  too  high — it  appeared 
to  him,  that  no  case  was  made  out  for  the 
immediate  interference  of  the  legislature. 
But,  while  he  felt  that  many  (Objections 
mi^ht  be  ur^ed  to  the  manner  and  time  in 
which  the  bill  was  introduced,  it  became  a 
Question  with  him,  whether  he  could  give 
it  bis  sanction,  without  too  great  a  sacrifice 
of  that  interest  which  he  was  anxious  to 
uphold.  However,  he  acquiesced ;  but 
never  with  the  most  remote  idea  that,  in 
any  of  the  stages  of  the  bill,  the  deliberative 
powers  of  that  House  should  not  be*  exer* 
ciied ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  that  he  voted 
for  the  amendment  of  the  noble  duke« 
tliete  was  danger  of  a  glut  of  com  m  the 
Viarketf  and  w  amendment  was  intended 
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to  guard  againat  it.    An  alteration  had 
also  been  made,  by  which  bonded  com 
was  to  be  lm>nght  into  the  market,  not  at 
635,,  as  originally  proposed,  but  at  66s. ; 
and  this  he  thought  a  great  improvement 
Every  other  part  of  the  biU  remained  un- 
changed.    It  was  simply  this  alteration 
with  regard  to  bonded  com  that  was  ob- 
jected to  by  noble  lords  opposite ;  and  he 
did  not  think  that,  in  their  view,  such 
alteration  could  be  supposed  so  far  to 
vitiate  the  bill,  if  they  considered  it  bene- 
ficial in  other  respects,  as  to  make  them 
feel  it  their  duty  to  abandon  it.    That  the 
amendment  (added  the  noble  earl)  is  a 
partial  contradiction  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  I  admit    But  I  have,  of  late,  heard 
mneh  in  this  House  of  distinotiona,  where 
I  can  see  no  difference.    I  do  not  see  any 
difference  between  absglute   ]prohibitioB 
and  a  duty  which  shall  be  ao  higb»  under 
the  name  of  a  protecting  duty,  aa  to 
amount,  in  fact,  to  a  prcmibttion.    The 
amendment  is  in  opposition  to  the  technioal 
principle  of  the  bdl;    but  are  there  no 
other  parts  of  the  bill  which  are  contradio« 
tions  of  this  prmciple  ?    Is  not  the  reci«> 
procity  clause  a  contradiction  ?    Does  not 
that  give  to  ministers  the  power  of  stopping 
the  introduction  of  com  ?    There  can  be 
no  question  of  the  sincerity  of  the  noble 
lord  in  the  course  he  has  pursued :  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  pursues  that  course 
from  a  sincere  conviction  that  he  is  only 
discharging  hia  duty ;  but  it  is  not  a  little 
extraordinary,  that  the  amendment  should 
be  thought  so  to  alter  the  bill  as  to  make 
it  necessary  that  it  should  be  abandoned. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  noble  lord  who  is 
held  worthy  of  taking  part  in  his  majesty's 
councils,  can  act  so  unworthily  as  to  aban* 
don  the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the 
discontent  of  the  country.    All  I  shall  say 
is  this,  that  if  it  should  produce  that  effect, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  it.    I  stand  here 
one  of  a  body  which  will  always  be  ready, 
firmly  and  honestly,  to  resist  such  efiectt-^ 
which  always  considers  anxiously  and  feel- 
ingly the  interests  of  the  people,  even  when 
it  must  oppose  the  people  themselves-— and 
which  will  never  consent,  under  the  infli^ 
ence  of  fear,  to  give  way  to  clamour 
[cheers].     If  I  am  told,  that  we  run  the 
risk  of  having  a  worse  bill,  I  shall  never 
suffer  myself  to  be  intimidated  by  any  such 
threat ;  and,  if  a  worse  bill  should  be  sent 
up,  I  am  sure  your  lordships  would  pursue 
the  course  you  nave  pursued  by  the  present 
bill.     You  would  consider  it;  and  yo« 
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would  amend  it;  and  if  you  couM  not 
make  it  good*  you  would  reject  it  I  am 
iure  that  any  such  measure  shall  be  met 
by  me  with  a  firm  oppotition,  and  that  I 
ahall  be  prepared  to  do  my  duty  to  myself. 
I  have  said  thus  much,  and  I  might  say  a 
great  deal  more.  If  there  should  come  a 
contest  between  this  House  and  a  great 
portion  of  the  people,  my  part  is  taken  ; 
andy  with  that  order  to  which  I  belong,  I 
will  stand  or  fall.  I  will  maintain  to  the 
last  hour  of  my  existence,  the  privileges 
and  independence  of  this  House  jcheersj. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdaum  rose  merely 
to  answer  the  question  of  the  noble 
duke.  There  was  no  question  now  before 
the  House,  and  therefore  any  discussion  on 
the  BuUect  was  irregular,  llis  noble  friend 
had  only  wished  to  state  his  reasons  for 
not  moving  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
on  Friday;  but  as  the  order  was  not  dis- 
charged, it  was  competent  to  any  other 
noble  lord  to  move  it  if  he  &ought 
proper. 

Criminal  Laws.]  Lord  Tenterdw, 
in  rising  to  move  the  second  reading  of  five 
bills  which  had  come  up  from  the  other 
House  for  amending  the  Criminal^Iaws, 
said  that  they  had  originated  with  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Peel),  whose  ability 
and  exertions  in  bringing  them  forward 
could  not  be  too  highly  commended.  It 
was  fortunate  for  the  country  when  a  gen- 
tleman of  comprehensive  mmd,  not  bred 
to  the  law,  turned  his  attention  to  the 
subject,  for  those  who  were  bred  to  the  law 
were  too  often,  by  habit,  dull  to  its  imper- 
fections. .  He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  bills  would  be  most  valuable  to  those 
who  were  engaged  in  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  country. 

Lord  Elhnboraugh  doubted  not  that 
these  bills  would  be  a  very  great  improve- 
ment in  the  criminal  laws  of  the  country ; 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  impossible,  at 
that  late  penod  of  the  session,  to  go  into 
an  exammation  of  their  merits ;  as  there 
were  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty 
4cts  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  look 
over.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be 
neoessary  for  the  House  to.  have  an  as- 
surance from  the  learned  lord,  that  he  had 
consulted  those  acts,  and  felt  satbfied  of 
the  expediency  of  the  measures  now  pro- 
posed. 

Lord  TmUerden  said,  it  would  be  pie- 
aomptioa  inhim  to  give  such  an  assurance ; 
rbttt  a  paper  had 


fenring  him  to  every  clause  in  the  new  bills ; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  the  committee  would 
be  the  proper  stage  for  considering  all  the 
details. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  said,  that  the  bills 
had  long  been  under  the  anxious  considera- 
tion of  his  right  hon.  friend,  who  had  been 
assisted  in  his  labours  both  by  the  learned 
lord,  by  himself,  the  late  Attorney-general, 
and  the  present  Solicitor-general. 

The  bills  were  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  13. 

Pauper  Lunatics  of  Middlesex.] 
Mr.  E.  Oordon  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  respecting  the  state  of  Pauper  Lu- 
natics in  Middlesex.    He  particularly  re- 
ferred to  the  dreadful  state  of  misei^  in 
which  the  Pauper  Lunatics  of  the  parishes 
of  Marv-la-bonne  and  St.  George's  were 
situated.  When  the  overseers  of  the  parish 
of  St.   George  visited  Dr.  Warburton's 
asylum,  they  found,  in  a  room  ei|;hteen 
feet  long,  sixteen  cribs,  with  a  patient  in 
each  crib,  some  of  them  chamed   and 
fastened  down,  and  all  of  them  in  a  state 
of  great  wretchedness.    On  one  occasion, 
a  visitor  having  gone  there,  and  reported 
that  there  was  nothing  objectionable  in 
what  he  had  seen,  went  again  the  next  day, 
and  discovered  five  rooms,  in  which  the 
patients  were  in  a  most  horrid  state  of 
misery.  This  he  found  out,  although,  when 
he  was  there  the  day  before,  he  was  in* 
formed  that  he  had  seen  every  thing.    The 
unfortunate  persons  placed  in  these  cribs 
were    kept   there   from    Saturday    until 
Monday;  their  food  being  administered 
to  them  while  in  them.    The  infirmaries 
were  another  subject  of  just  complaint. 
When  a  medical  person  visited  them,  the 
patient  was  brought  into  another  room,  and 
put  on  a  decent  bed ;  for  the  infirmary  was 
Kept  in  so  shocking  a  state,  that  the  keepers 
were  unwilling  that  it  should  be  seen ;  but, 
as  soon  as  the  medical  person  was  gone, 
the  patient  was  reconducted  to  the  crib.-* 
He  spoke  of  this  asylum  previous  to  the 
26th  of  February,  when  it  was  visited  by 
lord  Robert  Seymour.  A  temporary  change 
for  the  better  might  have  been  since  made ; 
but  what  security  had  the  House  for  its 
continuance  ?     On  the  facts  that  he  had 
stated,  and  others  whkh  showed  still  mors 
the  extreme  wretchedness  of  the  condition 
of  the  pauper  lunatics  of  MiddlsseXi  bf 
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would  first  refer  these  facts  to  a  select 
committee ;  and  secondly,  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  amending  the  14th 
Geo.  drd,  ch.  49,  and  of  extending  its  pro- 
visions to  pauper  lunatics.  By  this  bill,  he 
proposed  to  give  further  powers  to  magis- 
trates, and  to  subject  these  asylums  more 
to  the  superintendance  of  the  overseers  of 
the  parishes,  than  they  at  present  were 
liable.  He  would  also  propose  that,  in 
cases  of  the  death  of  pauper  lunatics,  a 
coroner's  inquest  should  be  held,  as  in 
jails. .  In  all  asylums,  where  the  number  of 
patients  amounted  to  one  hundred,  there 
should  be  a  resident  medical  man,  who 
should  keep  a  diary  of  the  medicines  ad- 
ministered, and  of  the  general  treatment  of 
each  patient ;  a  practice  which  had  been 
attended  with  great  advantage,  in  account- 
ing for  the  causes  of  the  deaths  in  the 
Penitentiary,  and  in  assisting  to  check  an 
epidemic  distemper  which  broke  out  there. 
— The  last  alteration  he  would  propose 
was,  that  convalescent  patients  should 
not,  as  in  Dr.  Warburton's  asylum,  act  as 
attendants  on  the  other  paitients.  In  that 
asylum  there  were  two  hundred  patients, 
and  only  two  male  and  two  female  attend- 
ants; all  the  business  of  the  House 
being  done  by  assistant  patients.  This 
was  doubly  injurious — ^injurious  to  the 
convalescent  patients,  as  the  business  re- 
tarded their  recovery ;  and  to  the  other 
patients,  as  they  were  attended  by  persons 
not  fit  properly  to  take  care  of  them.  The 
number  or  recoveries  of  patients  in  the 
vicinity  of  London  was  very  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  number  of  recoveries  in 
other  places,  where  there  were  proper 
lunatic  asylums.  For  instance,  in  Nor- 
folk and  Gloucester,  one  half  of  the  patients 
recovered ;  whereas  in  Middlesex  not  one 
tenth  ever  sufficiently  recoverid  to  be  dis- 
charged.— The  hon.  member  having  re- 
marked upon  the  disadvantage  of  a  lunatic 
asylum  being  in  such  a  crowded  state  as 
that  of  the  White  House  at  Hoxton,  where 
there  were  not  less  than  four  hundred 
patients,  concluded  by  movine — '<  That  a 
select  committee  be  appoint^  to  inquire 
into  the  treatment  of  Fauper  Lunatics  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  extending  the  provisions  of  14 
Geo.  dra,  c.  49,  to  Pauper  Lunatics,  and 
of  the  consolidsition  of  ail  acts  rela^ve  to 
Lunatics,  and  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  of 
making  ftirther  provisions  relative  thereto." 
Colonel  Wood  thought  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  entitled  to  great  praise  for  having 


brought  forward  the  motion .  He  cordially 
concurred  in  every  word  that  had  fallen 
from  him.  The  means  of  accommodation 
for  pauper  lunatics  was  a  great  desidera- 
tum in  tlie  county  of  Middlesex ;  and  he 
was  happy  to  state,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  lord  Robert  Seymour  to  bring  for- 
ward a  motion  at  the  quarter  sessions,  in 
July  next,  for  the  erection  of  a  pauper 
lunatic  asylum  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex. 

Mr.  Secretary  Bourne  thanked  the  hon. 
mover  for  having  brought  this  interesting 
subject  underthe  consideration  of  theHouse. 
.The  only  doubt  on  his  mind  was,  whether, 
instead  of  moving  for  a  committee,  it  would 
not  be  better  to  proceed  to  legislate  by  bill 
at  once ;  for  the  information  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  collected  was  evident- 
ly of  the  best  description.  In  fact  he 
could  himself  confirm  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Liddell  approved  of  the  motion,  and 
complimented  ttke  hon.  member  for  his 
exertions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  highlv  approved  of  the 
motion.  He  was  perBoaaed  that  it  would 
be  found,  that  the  present  establishments 
were  calculated  only  for  the  custody  of 
lunatics,  and  by  no  means  for  their 
cure. 

Mr.  Alderman  Thompson  was  desirous, 
i^  possible,  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
might  be  made  in  the  present  session. 
The  rumours  afloat,  many  of  which,  he 
had  no  doubt  were  exaggerated,  demanded 
inquiry. 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  believed  that  some  of  the 
reports  respecting  Mr.  Warburton's  estab- 
lishment were  much  exaggerated. 

Mr.  JR.  Colbome,  while  he  admitted 
that  some  of  the  reports  in  circulation  were 
perfectly  true,  must  kay  that  others  were 
much  exaggerated.  Mr.  Warburton  had 
always  been  ready  to  give  every  informa- 
tion m  his  power.  He  believed  the  oidy 
effectual  way  of  remedying  the  evib  com- 
plained of  would  be  by  building  a  county 
lunatic  asylum. 

Mr.  M,  A,  Taylor  declared  that,  in  his 
opinion,  there  was  not  a  chance  for  an  indi- 
vidual confined  in  these  asylums  becoming 
convalescent.  Many  of  them  were  sent  to 
them  by  overseers  oif  parities,  who  bar- 
gained ror  the  cheapest  terms ;  and  in  some 
cases  gave  only  8s.  a  week.  The  hon. 
gentleman  described  the  state  of  destitution 
in  which  some  of  these  unfortunate  crea- 
tares  were  left.  A  more  horrible  sight  he 
had  never  wittiessed.  He  trusted  th%t  some 
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humane  legislative  proyisionB  would  be 
adopted  with  a  view  to  remedy  the 
evils. 

Mr.  .Erfcotfr^  wished  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  move  for  a  general  biU ;  which,  hav- 
ing been  introduced,  might  be  circulated 
through  the  country  during  the  recess ; 
the  result  of  which  step  would  be  the  pro- 
duction of  much  more  information  than 
could  be  obtained  by  any  parliamentary 
inquiry  during  the  present  session. 
•  Sir  F.  Burdett  declared  that,  in  his 
opinion,  there  was  no  subject  which  more 
Jondly  called  for  interference  than  this.  No 
persons  stood  in  greater  need  of  legislative 
protection  than  the  unfortunate  individuals 
under  consideration.  Being  paupers  as 
well  as  lunatics,  they  had  a  double  claim 
on  general  humanity.  He  highly  ap- 
proved of  his  hon.  friend's  proposition ; 
but  he  thought  that  the  more  extensive  it 
could  be  made  the  more  advantageous  it 
would  prove.  Not  only  was  it  necessary 
to  look  to  the  manner  in  which  pauper 
lunatics  were  treated  in  the  establishments 
in  question,but  it  was  also  highly  expedient 
to  place  some  check  on  fte  manner  in 
which  they  were  put  under  restraint.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  something  more  than 
alienation  of  mind  ought  to  be  required. 
It  should  be  proved,  that  the  aberration 
•was  one  of  a  dangerous  character. 

Mr.  R.  Gordon  said,  he  wished  the 
House  would  permit  him  to  pursue  his 
original  plan.  That  great  mismanage- 
ment existed  in  lunatic  asylums,  was 
notorious.  He  would  give  a  proof,  in  which 
one  lunatic  employed  to  take  care  of  ano- 
ther actually  scooped  out  the  eye  of  the 
man  upon  whom  he  was  employed  to 
attend.  If  the  committee  were  appointed 
to-morrow,  he  would  submit  to  it  by  Monday 
the  outline  of  a  bill  which  he  wished  to 
introduce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Thursday f  June  14. 

Distress  of  the  Commercial  and 
Industrious  Classes  of  the  Com- 
munity.] Mr.  E.  D.  Davenport  rose  and 
said:*  Sir ;  I  am  fully  sensible  that  the  deep 
interest  I  take  in  the  question  about  to  be 
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discussed— an  interest  totally  divested  of 
any  personal  or  selfish  motive — ^has  in- 
volved me  in  an  arduous  task,  for  the  due 
execution  of  which  I  have  neither  the  abi- 
lities nor  the  practice  requisite.  And,  as 
if  this  intricate  subject  had  not  difficulties 
euough  within  itself,  I  have  to  encounter 
others  of  an  extrinsic  and  unusual  nature ; 
I  shall  have  to  contend  not  only  with 
those  who  officially  and  perhaps  naturally 
support  all  existing  systems,  but  with 
others  who  are  usually  the  no  less  natural 
allies  of  whatever  has,  prtmd  facie,  a  just, 
beneficial,  or  humane  tendency;  who 
seem  to  think  that,  because  they  support 
the  existing  government,  therefore  they 
are  bound  to  abstain  from  inquiring  into 
any  mischief  which  occurred  under  that 
which  preceded  it — ^a  very  unusual  act  of 
respect  for  the  names  of  a  fallen  foe,  and 
one  in  which  the  very  members  of  the  re- 
cent administration  so  little  sympathise, 
that  they  were,  not  forty-eight  hours  ago, 
legislating  with  a  view  tb  neutralise  a  bill 
which  they  had  themselves  not  many  days 
before  concocted. 

But,  though  I  may  be  denied  encourage- 
ment in  certain  quarters,  where  it  is  sel- 
dom refused  to  such  as  devote  their  time 
and  labours  to  improve  the  lot  of  their 
suffering  fellow-creatures,  by  one  thing, 
at  least,  I  am  supported,  and  that  is,  by 
that  paramount  sense  of  duty  which  has 
beey,  and  if  it  please  God  shall  be,  the 
sole  rule  and  guide  of  my  conduct  whilst 
I  have  a  seat  within  these  walls. 

To  those  who  have  witnessed  the  ob- 
stacles opposed  to  this  motion,  it  must  be 
quite  unnecessary  to  apologise  for  a  delay, 
on  my  part  involuntary;  I  have  now, 
therefore,  only  to  request  the  patient  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  subject  dry 
enough  iii  itself,  and  which  I  will  defy  the 
art  of  man  to  enliven,  whilst  I  endeavour 
to  expose  the  evils  and  dangers  of  a  sys- 
tem to  which,  in  all  its  ruthless  rigour, 
some  members  of  the  cabinet  (and,  tibank 
God,  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  are 
as  yet  unpronounced)  have  expressed  their 
determination,  pertinaciously,  doggedly  to 
adhere.  And  when  it  is  remembered  that 
I  am  about,  solemnly,  to  call  upon  you  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  a  financial  con- 
vulsion almost  without  parallel  in  civilised 
times,  and  the  political  opprobrium  of  the 
age  and  lights  we  live  in,  a  convulsion 
which,  with  its  disastrous  consequences, 
together  with  the  misconceived  remedies 
applied  to  it,  has  hurled  thousands  of  in- 
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duitrious  tradeamea  from  a  state  of  com* 
petencjr  and  comfort,  to  oae  of  neceasity 
and  toil ;  which  reduced  tens  of  thousands 
in  the  clfiss  below  them  to  a  state  of  ab- 
solute destitution — ^ruinously  affecting  pro- 
perty of  every  kind,  and  even  the  public 
revenue  itself,  I  trust  that  matter  oi  such 
awful  importance  will  force  itself  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  in  spite  of  the 
unskilful  manner  in  which  I  am  but  too  well 
aware  the  subject  is  likely  to  be  presented 
to  your  notice. 

I  shall  put  in  evidence,  and  from  their 
own  mouths  you  shall  judge  them,  the  incon- 
sistency and  vacillation  of  those  under  whose 
auspices  the  country  was  reduced  to  this 
4^1oraUe  condition;  I  shall  show  that 
this  ocmdition  may  continue,  or  get  worse, 
or  improve,  precisely  according  to  the 
will  of  the  government  and  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, but  that  it  can  only  mend  (under  the 
present  system)  by  means  calculated  to 
produce  another  crisis  of  greater  or  less 
mtensity,  aoconUng  to  the  degree  in  which 
the  present  relief  may  be  wiministered. 
Of  this  re-action  I  conceive  the  seeds  to  be 
already  sown-— attempts  are  made  to  force 
the  circulation  of  Bank  paper — ^we  may 
soon  expect  to  see  a  rise  of  prices  followed 
by  an  exportation  of  gold,  and  its  usual 
and  necessary  consequence* 

Sir,  we  are  attempting  impossibilities, 
and  trying  to  reconcile  contradictions. 
We  flatter  ourselves,  that,  although  (\ying 
under  the  operation,  we  are,  by  this  un- 
sound and  fluctuatiiiig  system,  maintaining 
national  faitli,  whilst  the  slightest  atten- 
tion to  the  very  terms  of  the  proposition 
wiU  show  that  we  are  acting  in  the  grossest 
violation  of  it,  for  what  is  the  meaning  of 
faith  in  this  case  but  maintahiing  the  spi- 
rit of  contracts  ?  and  what  is  the  nation 
else  but  the  people,  composed  of  debtors 
and  creditors — of  nineteen  debtors  to  one 
creditor :  do  you,  then,  call  it  keeping 
faith  to  sacrifice  the  nineteen  to  the  in- 
terest of  one,  by  making  them  pay  a  much 
larger  sum  than  they  borrowed  of  him  ? 
Some,  again,  think  we  can  support  public 
credit  in  a  course  which  enaangers  the 
revenue,  on  the  punctual  receipts  of  which 
that  credit  alone  depends — four  millions 
having  actually  fallen  short  this  vear. 
Others  fancy  they  can  with  one  hand 
tender  protecting  prices  to  British  corn- 
growers,  while  with  the  other  they  are 
withdrawing  the  money,  the  very  ele- 
jnentary  asatier  of  which  their  remune- 
lation  must  consist.    Others— < men  too 


^o  are  candid  enough  to  admit  that  water 
must  find  its  level— that  it  cannot  stand 
still  on  a  declivity — and  who  know  that 
we  use  the  same  medium  of  value  with 
the  continont,  yet  seem  to  imagine  that 
we  can  enjoy  a  permanently  and  much 
higher  rate  of  pices  than  other  nations, 
though  there  is  no  law  to  prevent  the 
metals  which  measure  those  prices  from 
leaving  the  country.  But  of  all  the  con- 
tradictions, that  which  I  can  least  account 
for  is,  that  men  of  great  talent  and  consti- 
tutional spirit — men  who  would  leap  from 
their  skins  at  the  bare  idea  of  imposing  a 
tax,  however  trifling,  upon  the  people, 
without  their  knowledge  and  concurrence, 
should  actually  appear  to  give  their  tacit 
assent  to  the  surreptitious  imposition  of 
taxes,  amounting  to  many  millions;  for 
where  is  the  distinction  between  a  direct 
imposition  of  new  taxes  and  that  virtual 
increase  effected  by  raising  the  standard 
of  the  money  in  which  the  old  taxes  are  paid  ? 
In  short,  Sir,  we  are  bent  upon  what  the 
hon.  member  for  CalUngton  (Mr.  Bariuff) 
last  year,  truly  called  a  *'  screwingand  grind- 
ing course,"  tending  to  a  state  of  anarchy, 
of  which  the  symptoms  are  already  dis- 
cernible in  the  various  petitions  which 
have  recently  encumbered  your  taUo; 
some  praying  for,  others  against.  Corn- 
laws  ;  some  for,  some  against,  the  wqo1«- 
growers;  some  from  the  shipping,  some 
from  the  manufacturing  interest ;  some 
praying  for  a  minimum  of  wages,  others 
for  a  maximum  on  inventions;  for  such 
are  their  very  natural,  though  fruitlew 
complaints  against  improved  machinery. 
All  these  plainly  demonstrate  the  severe 
pressure  of  distress  affecting  all  the  working 
classes  indiscriminately,  and  a  resolution  on 
the  part  of  the  poor  sufferers  to  bear  their 
calamities  patiently,  so  long  as  the  inge- 
nuity of  man  can  furnish  them  with  the 
hope  of  a  cure  for  what  they  believe  to  be 
a  particular,  but  we  know  to  be  a  general 
disorder.  But  the  time  for  petitions  is 
passing  away ;  and  something  must  be 
done  to  relieve  men  who  are  actually  beg- 
ging for  means  to  leave  a  country  where, 
to  its  disgrace  and  the  no  great  glory  of 
those  who  have  presided  over  its  destinies, 
the  labourer  is  no  longer  deemed  worthy 
of  his  hire. 

If  I  succeed  in  getting  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  I  pledge  myself  to  prove  diat  the 
present  uncertain  and  fluctuating  system 
of  currency  is  detrimental  to  every  descrip- 
tion of  property,  whether  it  be  bud  6r 
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merchandize ;  tbat  its  tendency  is  to 
•train  the  sinews  of  credit  till  they  break, 
and  involye  the  national  creditor  in  ruin ; 
that  the  operation  of  this  system  at  times 
aggravates  the  pressure  of  taxation,  and  is 
as  beneficial  to  the  receiTers  as  it  is  op- 
pressive to  the  payers  of  taxes ;  that  the 
existing  taxation,  and  the  standard  of 
tahie  cmd  free  trade,  cannot,  without  some 
change  in  the  machinery,  be  simultane* 
onsly  maintained;  that  the  concealment 
from  the  public  of  the  Bank's  transactions 
serves  to  enrich  those  who  are  in  the  se- 
oral,  and  to  pauperise  the  fair  trader,  who 
knows  knothing  of  what  is  to  happen ;  that 
the  connection  between  the  government 
and  die  Bank  is  dangerous  to  the  latter ; 
that  the  public  have  been  deprived  of  ad- 
vantages, amounting  to  many  per  cent  in 
the  VMue  of  property,  by  the  removal  of  a 
joint  standard  of  silver,  *  and  also  by  the 
repeal  of  the  law  which  prohibited  the 
exportation  of  the  precious  metals;  and 
finally,  that  the  consequence  of  all  this  is 
an  alarming  increase  of  distress  and  crime  ; 
and  as  this  subject  may  come  more  home 
to  the  feelings  of  honourable  members  than 
other  parts  of  the  subject  seem  to  do,  I 
shall  dwell  on  it  somewhat  more  at  length. 
The  prevalence  of  crime  in  a  state  will, 
at  all  times,  bear  a  close  relation  to  the 
condition  of  its  inhabitants.  The  happi- 
ness and  comfort  of  the  working  classes, 
and  that  good  conduct  which  is  but  the 
natural  consequence  of  them,  depends  on 
that  which  best  furnishes  a  test  of  the  art 
of  governing — ^the  keeping  up  a  steady 
demand  for  their  labour.  Whatever  sus- 
pends or  interrupts  this  demand  deprives 
the  labourer  of  his  food,  which,  if  he  cannot 
obtain  fairly  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  he 
will  inMlibly  resort  to  other  means ;  for 
the  cravings  of  nature  will  prove  stronger 
than  the  fear  of  vour  laws,  though  they  be 
as  wise  as  Solon  s,  or  as  bloody  as  Draco's. 
What  is  it,  then,  which  excites  the  artisan 
to  work  or  the  capitalist  to  employ  him, 
but  that  in  which  consists  the  wages  of  the 
one  and  the  profit  of  the  other.  When- 
ever, therefore,  the  king,  whose  prerogative 
and  duty  it  is  to  supply  his  subjects  with 
a  quantity  of  current  money  sufficient  for 
maintaining  their  industry  and  meeting  the 

*  Tbs  public  are  not  aware,  that  previous 
to  1798siWer  was  a  legal  tender  to  any  amoant; 
Mr.  Vansittart  tells  us,  in  his  speech  0811), 
^  that  the  whole  Interest  of  the  National  Debt 
night  previous  to  1798,  have  been  paid  in 
cfooked  sixpences*** 


iro 

taxation  which  he  levies — whenever  he,  or 
rather  his  ministers,  materially  reduce  the 
supj^ly  of  money  in  the  country,  they  sur- 
reptitiously increase  the  pressure  of  taxa- 
tion ;  which,  being  ultimately  all  paid  in 
labour,  then  requires  an  increased  quantity 
of  such  labour  m  payment  s  they  diminish 
the  wages  and  food  of  the  workman,  and 
fill  the  gaols  as  efiTectually  as  if  they  legis- 
lated with  these  specific  objects  in  view  • 
so  that  any  bill  like  those  of  1819  and  of 
last  year  might  fairly  be  entitled,  **  An  Act 
for  diminishing  the  labourer's  food,  fbr 
surreptitiously  increasing  taxation,  and  tot 
the  better  filling  his  Majesty's  gaols  in 
Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland." 

I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  there  are 
aecemary  causes.  I  know  very  well  that, 
whilst  population  has  been  increasing,  a 
counteracting  principle  has  shown  itself  in 
improved  machinery,  which  has  diminished 
the  demand  for  manual  labour  in  the  same 
(or  a  still  greater  proportion)  as  the  hands 
themselves  have  multiplied:  but  I  deny 
that  this  has  operated  more  than  as  an  ac- 
cessary ;  for  the  weavers  who  very  lately 
got  but  three  shillings  for  weaving  a  piece 
of  calico  (for  which  sir  Robert  Peel,  not 
many  years  since,  gave  them  nearly  three 
times  Uiat  sum)  got  the  double  of  this  in 
1825,  or  previous  to  the  last  tampering 
with  the  currency. 

Having  thus  traced  the  distress  to  its 
true  cause,  I  will  now  say  a  word  or  two 
on  the  fallacies  to  which  it  is  attributed. 
Some  have  actually  attributed  the  increase 
of  distress  and  crime  to  the  Qame-laws,  as 
if  the  severity  of  those  laws  acted  as  an  in- 
ducement to  infringe  them.  Neither  is  the 
increase  of  these  offences  to  be  attributed 
to  any  greate^  demand  in  the  market  for 
game,  but  rather  in  the  only  market  where, 
latterly,  there  has  been  any  briskness — ^the 
market  of  empty  stomachs. 

Next  we  hear  of  the  high  price  of  com 
assigned  as  a  cause  of  distress — ^high  with 
reference,  I  presume,  to  former  years ;  but 
how  stands  the  fact  ?  Why,  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  years  of  unparalleled 
agricultural  distress,  in  1821-2  and  3, 
the  price  of  wheat  never  was  so  low  as  it 
was  last  winter.  In  feet,  the  price  has 
been  descending  for  the  last  two  years,  in 
proportion  to  the  increased  clamour  against 
its  exorbitancy;  till  it  had,  about  two 
months  ago,  actually  reached  63$. — ^the 
precise  point  of  depression  which  the  great 
professor  of  political  economy,  Mr.M^Gol- 
iooh^  himself,  had,  in  a  recent  paper  in  the 
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Edinburgh  Review,  Emnonnced  to  be  the 
beau  ideiil  of  reduction,  to  the  attainment 
of  which  all  our  efforts,  political  and  eco- 
nomical, ought  to  be  directed.  Since, 
then,  luch  was  the  price  of  corn  &t  the 
time  when  the  great  flight  of  petitioDs 
a^nBt  high  prices  reached  your  table, 
either  the  learned  professor  and  his  flock 
are  at  issue  upon  a  leading  article  of  faith, 
or  the  petitioners  thought  it  was  a  pity  so 
much  eloquent  invective  and  sound  doc- 
trine Bhould  be  wasted,  merely  because 
the  grounds  of  it  had  somewhat  treacher- 
ously  given  way  from  under  them. 

It  was  the  sudden  fluctuations,  rather 
than  the  height  of  prices,  which  lurched 
the  agricultural  poor  during  the  war,  leav- 
ing them  stranded  upon  the  poor-rate,  and 
in  a  condition  which  no  man  of  common 
feeling  or  sense  can  behold  without  deep 
concern,  and  somewhat  of  alarm  ;  a  state, 
however,  from  which  I  greatly  doubt  the 
power  of  any  further  reduction  of  which 
c(Mm  is  still  capable  (without  endangering 
the  supply)  (torn  relieving  them  ;  though 
I  can  readily  imagine  how,  by  checking  the 
demand  for  their  labour,  such  reduction 
might  aggravate  instead  of  relieving  their 
unhappy  tot. 

If  the  price  of  corn  has  recently  increased 
the  distress,  it  ia  the  low  price;  the  farmers 
have,  last  ;ear,  lost  almost  all  their  crops 
except  that  of  wheat ;  and  now  we  find 
that,  in  several  counties  in  England,  young 
men  in  full  health  and  strength  are  actually 
employed  at  two  shillings  and  sixpence  and 
three  ohilUngg  a  week  to  work  on  the  high 
roads;  if  thev  have  families,  the  law  pro- 
videt  better  for  them,  otherwise  they  are 
cheated  of  three-fourUis  of  their  fair  earn- 
ings. Can  any  man  wonder,  under  such 
circumstances,  at  the  increase  of  distress 
and  crime  ?  May  it  not  rather  be  a  ques- 
tion, how  lon^  crime  will  continue  to  have 


espeiiialty  in  a  country  where  there  is  a 
Bible  Society  wherever  there  is  a  baker's 
shop  (and  much  the  most  accessible  of  the 
two),  and  where  the  sufferers  may  have  a 
ton  of  spiritual,  easier  than  an  ounce  of 
corporeal,  sustenance. 

1  have  here  a  synopsis  of  the  monetary 
changes  which  have  occurred  in  the  last 
forty  years,  which  I  will  not  read  to  the 
House,  for  though  1  have  not  been  sparing 
of  my  own  trouble,  I  am  anxious  to  avoid 
any  matter  that  can  possibly  be  omitted ; 
I  shall  merely  allude  to  two  or  three  epochs, 
out  of  no  less  than  thirteen  alterationswhich 
took  place  during  that  period,  all  charac- 
terised  by  the  same  symptoms,  to  show 
there  was  nothing  very  wonderful  or  new  in 
these  crises,  nor  was  there  any  lack  of  evi- 
dence as  to  the  necessary  management  of 
the  machinery  previous  to  the  late  convul- 
sions ;  on  the  contrary,  there  were  abund- 
ant symptoms  to  denote  every  stage  of  the 
disease,  and  to  suggest  the    remedy  in 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  some  years 
after  1797,  when  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Gren- 
ville  having  to  choose  between  peace  and 
paper  money  preferred  the  latter,  the 
paper  depreciated  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
excite  the  alarm  of  several  distinguished 
persons,  who  thought  it  high  tune  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  so  great  an  incon- 
venience. The  bullion  committee  assem- 
bled in  1610  :  and,  as  it  Is  to  the  errors  of 
this  committee  that  the  country  may 
attribute  most  of  its  calamities,  I  shall  beg 
to  say  a  few  words  concerning  its  proceed- 
ings. They,  however,  came  to  this  sound 
resolution — that  the  country  ought,  at  its 
convenience,  to  return  to  cash  payments  ; 
and  the  next  quesrion  was,  the  time  and 
degree  to  which  this  resolution  should  be 
acted  on.  Here,  however,  they  showed  a 
want  of  due  patience  and  investigation ; 
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nise  as  a  common  measure  of  value  or  ex- 
change for  their  commodities.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  might  have  known,  that 
the  same  nations  which,  by  giving  their 
consent,  raised  metals  into  a  standard  of 
value,  could  degrade  them  by  withdrawing 
that  consent.  The  notorious  fact  is,  that, 
at  the  time  this  committee  were  proposing 
to  restore  these  metals,  they  were  actually 
discarded  by  three  fourths  of  the  commer- 
cial nations  of  Europe ;  besides  America, 
our  own  country,  Austria,  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  had  discontinued  the  use  of  them 
in  currency ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  the  degradation  that  gold  had  in 
consequence  undergone,  by  bein?  thus 
driven  out  of  these  countries  mto  a 
restricted  sphere  of  action,  was  such,  that 
an  ounce  of  gold  now  will  buy  double 
what  it  would  have  done  in  those  days. 
Durinp^  five  years  of  our  paper  money 
there  is  no  instance  of  a  single  purchase 
made  in  gold  bullion  recorded  in  the  prices 
current;  so  completely  had  we  lost  all 
sight  of  this,  as  they  termed  it,  invariable 
standard  of  value. 

These  practical  and  necessary  details 
were  disregarded  by  the  committee,  and 
instead  of  them  were  routed  out  old  musty 
acts,  and  resolutions  of  parliament,  show- 
ing how,  in  the  4th  of  George  1  st,  "  parUa- 
ment  would  not  alter  the  standard  of  gold  j 
and  silver.''  Why  should  they?  the 
country  had  never  at  that  time  abandoned 
its  standard  or  its  metallic  money,  and 
there  was  no  need  of  all  this  virtue.  How, 
then,  could  this  determination  of  parlia- 
ment, under  circumstances  totally  differ- 
ent, apply  to  justify  the  restoration  of  a 
standara  of  which  we  had  taken  our  leave 
fourteen  years  ?  In  defiance  of  truth  and 
sense,  I  find  these  words  in  the  speech  of 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  a  person 
who  was  usuaUy  remarkable  for  great 
knowledge  and  talent.  ''  The  standard 
value  of  gold  cannot  possibly  fluctuate  as 
a  measure  of  exchange  under  any  possible 
change  of  circumstances."  Now,  there 
were  several  circumstances  so  possible  as 
actually  to  have  occurred ;  to  say  nothine 
of  the  mcrease  of  a  paper  substitute,  wiU 
not  the  *' standard  vaiiie  of  gold,  as  a 
measure  of  exchange,"  be  affected,  so  as 
to  cause  considerable  variation,  by  the 
different  commercial  nations  (as  I  have 
already  shown)  discontinuing  to  use  it  in 
currency  ?  will  it  not  be  affected,  like  any 
thing  else,  by  a  long-continued  intemip- 
tioQ  in  Uie  supply  of  it  from  the  mines  ? 


Will  its  value  not  be  raised  by  those  com- 
mercial nations  which  had  given  up  the 
use  of  it  suddenly  resuming  it  in  their 
currency  after  so  long  a  period  as  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years,  since  which  the  supply 
from  America  has  been  comparatively 
nothing,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
population  requiring  these  metals  has 
every  where  been  increasing  ?  This  ex- 
cites a  very  important  matter  for  consider- 
ation, to  which  I  beg  the  attention  of 
the  House.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
debates  in  the  parliament  of  France  have 
run  lately  upon  the  distress  prevalent  in 
that  and  I  may  add  other  states  of  the 
continent ;  a  subject  upon  which  I  have 
here  a  condensed  extract  from  a  work 
calculated  to  throw  some  light;  it  was 
written  by  Mr.  Florez  Estrada,  who,  I 
believe,  neld  some  high  office  in  the 
administration  of  Spain  under  the  Cortes. 

"  During  the  five  years  previous  to 
Napoleon's  invasion  of  Spain,  when  the 
whole  proceeds  of  the  mines  were  secured 
to  Spain  by  strict  monopoly,  the  Mexican 
mint  alone  furnished,  annually,  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  hard  dollars,  and  as  much 
more  from  the  united  product  of  the  other 
fvre  great  divisions,  besides  three  hundred 
thousand  ounces  of  gold  from  Brazil;'' 
This  he  states  as  taken  by  himself,  from 
documents  in  the  financial  department  of 
Spain ;  and  for  their  being  the  best  data 
in  existence  he  pledges  himself.  He 
states,  "  that  the  annual  amount  of  late 
years  imported  into  this  country  (the  only 
one  in  Europe  where  specie  could  be  im- 
ported, being  the  only  one  in  commercial 
communion  with  these  colonies)  is  not 
one  eighth  of  the  above.  He  asks  how 
such  results  as  the  commercial  stagnation 
experienced  in<  France,  Austria,  and 
Prussia,  as  well  as  in  England,  could  fail 
to  follow  such  causes  ?  results  which,  this 
author  says,  he  predicted  in  1818." 

These  statements  are  supported  by  Mr. 
Tooke,  as  well  as  by  a  recent  report  of  the 
Mexican  United  Mining  Association,  whose 
interests  would  seem  to  lie  in  refuting 
them.  It  appears  also,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  precious  metals  (which  I  believe 
by  law  in  Mexico  must  go  to  the  Mint  in 
the  first  instance)  amounted  last  year  to 
little  more  than  one  million  sterling.  The 
interesting  journal  of  captain  Head,  who 
was  deputed  to  inspect  the  mines  of  Chilci 
corroborates  these  statements,  and  shows 
how  little  these  countries  want  from  us ; 
Uiat  the  mines  are  never  likely  to  be  worked 
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BOW  aUve-labour  hu  ceased ;  that  oppula- 
tion  is  deficient  and  lazy ;  that  labour  ii 
so  odious  that  great  profits  prove  no 
stimulua  to  it ;  ana  that,  were  the  infecun- 
ditjr  of  the  minei  leu  than  he  found  it, 
none  can  ntionallj  expect  that  where 
millions  of  fertile  acrei  aie  unappropriated 
the  people  will  delre  into  the  bowele  of 
the  earth  for  wealth,  when  they  are  heed- 
less of  that  which  nature  offers  them  on 
its  surface.  He  illustrates  the  folly  of  our 
mining  speculations,  by  stating — that 
under  the  multitude  of  obstacles,  the  iron 
for  working  the  mines  would  cost  its  worth 
in  silver  by  the  time  it  reached  ita  desti- 
nation, whereas  the  silver  it  extracted 
would  not  be  worth  its  weight  in  iron  lo 
the  English  speculator  by  the  time  it 
ifached  this  country. 

Estrada  says,  tnat  in  a  country  like 
this,  possessing  all  the  necessaries,  and 
heedlessof  the  luxuriesof  life,  the  balance 
of  trade  with  the  old  countries  must  for 
long  be  in  its  favour ;  and  if  such  be  the 
case,  WQ  may  have  lo  sand  her  our  metals 
instead  of  receiving  them  from  her  as 
formerly.  The  principal  facts  contained 
in  this  paper  must  have  been  known  to 
the  British  government  many  years  ago, 
and  they  are  well  entitled,  now  more  than 
ever,  to  its  serious  consideration.  Not- 
withstanding these  circumstances,  the 
cbairman  of  the  bullion  committee  goes 
boldly  on  to  say  that  "in  England,  when 
gold  constitutes  the  standard  (uttered 
fourteen  years  after  it  had  ceased  virtually 
tQ  do  so),  it  is  impossible  that  any  change 
ctta  be  produced  m  its  value  as  a  measure 
of  exchange;" — what,  not  if  the  whole 
world  gave  up  the  use  of  it  as  money  ? 
And  immediately  after  he  allows  that 
"  the  ^KSit  and  paramount  standard  of  all 
vilae  IS  Qom,"  the  average  price  of  which, 
in  the  twelve  years  preceaing  1797,  was 
52s.  the  quarter  of  wheat,  and  in  the 
twelve  years  following,  fifty  per  cent 
hijriiar ;  namely,  79i. ;  measured  by  what  7 
why  by  thia  invariable  standard  of  gold, 
which  "  no  ciniumatances  can  alter ;"  and 
he  proceeds  to  show  how  the  l^slature 
fwognised  these  change*,  by  altering  the 
tatio  of  protection  against  foreign  importa- 
tiODS  at  different  times  subsequent  to  1793. 

Having  endeavoured  lo  show  the  theo- 
retical li^ts  diffused  on  the  subject  by 
the  bullion  committee,  it  is  but  just  to 
exhibit  the  no-tess^distingui^ad  wisdom 
of  their  opponents,  the  practical  men  of 
t^  days.    In  the  mdm  year  (1811)  that 


the  above  debates  occumd,  the  follow- 
iug  resolution  passed  the  House:  "That 
Bank  notes  are  held  to  be  etjuiralent  to 
the  current  coin  of  the  realm  m  all  pecu- 
niarv  transactions  to  which  such  coin  is 
legally  applicable ;"  and  this  celebi«t«d 
resolution  was  passed  at  the  very  time 
that  the  government  which  moved  it  mm 
themselves  buying  up  guineas  for  exporta- 
tion, not  at  par  with  Bank  paper,  as  their 
resolution  falsely  stated,  but  at  twenty- 
eight  shillings  a  piece! 

It  is  satisfactory  to  turn  from  all  this 
falsehood  and  inconsistency,  to  the  sound 
o|Hnions  delivered  by  Mr.  Henry  Thorn- 
ton :  "  To  change,"  says  he,  "  the  itond- 


ard,  when  the  paper  has  long  been  do- 
preciated,  is  only  to  establish  and  pec- 
petuate  a  currency  of  that  vtdue  to  which 


we  have  long  been  accustomed,  and  msy 
also  be  made  the  means  of  ptechidii^ 
further  depreciation.  The  very  argument 
of  justice,  after  a  certain  time,  posses 
over  to  the  side  of  deterioration.  If  we 
had  been  used  to  a  depreciated  paper  for 
only  two  or  three  yeare,  justice  is  on  the 
side  of  returning  to  the  antecedent  stand- 
ard ;  but  if  eight,  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
years,  have  passed  since  the  paper  fell, 
then  it  may  De  deemed  unfair  to  restore 
the  ancient  value  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, for  bargains  will  have  been  moda, 
and  loans  supplied,  under  the  expectation 
of  the  continuance  Of  the  existing  depm> 
ciation." 

In  May,  1819,  Mr.  Peel,  speaking  of 
the  distress  in  1816,  admiu  "that  the 
commercial  speculation  which  led  to  the 
crisis  in  1816  was  the  consequence  of  an. 
over-issue  of  paper  currency,  Is  a  fact  be- 
yond dispute."  Why  did  he  not  admit 
the  same  causes  last  year,  Instoftd  of  at- 
tributing the  mischief  to  "  speculation  and 
country  bankers,"  &c.  ?  He  afterwards, 
wishing  to  show  that  the  more  we  are 
taxed  the  less  money  we  wont,  makes  an 
erroneous  estinots  of  the  currency  of 
1793  compared  with  1809.  "If  ihcis 
was  any  truth  in  the  argument  that  the 
circulating  medium  should  increase  with 
the  trade,  taxatitm,  and  revenue,  it  should 
have  varied  directly  in  that  year  ;  the  fact 
was,  however,  that  it  varied  inversdy:" 
and  he  takes  the  circulation  <^  1793  at 
thirty-six  millions,  and  that  of  1809  at 
nineteen  millions,  reckoning  the  Bank 
papei  onlTi  and  Isaviiw  out  tha  small 
r  .  ^-  -        attj 
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Such  were  the  lighU,  and  such  the  in- 
ibnnation,  on  which  the  hone$t  bill  of 
1819  paued  through  the  cheera  of  hun- 
dreds who  knew  nothing  of  what  they 
were  doing,  and  whose  cheers  are  now 
called  in  as  solitary  evidence  of  its  justice 
or  expediency.  Mr.  Ricardo  told  theooi 
**  the  difficulty  was  only  raising  the  cur- 
rency three  per  cent  in  value.  He  was 
quite  astonished  that  such  alarm  prevailed 
at  the  reduction  of  perhaps  one  million  in 
four  years" — the  eventuu  reduction  being 
sixteen  millions  in  four  years.  Lord 
Grenville  said,  ''the  utmost  loss  from 
cash  payments  was  three  per  oent^  and 
we  had  sustained  changes  even  amounting 
to  five  per  cent ;  he  thought  cash  pay- 
ments might  safely  be  resumed  at  the  end 
of  the  year."—"  V icit  digna  viri  senten- 
tia ;''  he  had,  twenty-two  years  beforej  de- 
preciated the  currency  fif^  per  cent,  and 
after  plungine  the  nation  mto  a  debt  of 
eight  nun£:ed  millions,  in  that  depreci- 
ated paper,  exacts  payment,  in  sterling 
money,  of  double  value,  of  value  not  raised 
''three/*  nor  thirty,  but  above  fifty  per 
cent.  Yet  warnings  were  not  wanting; 
and  among  others  came  a  petition  from 
the  mercl^nts  of  Liverpool,  in  1821,  of 
which  the  following  extracts  are  worth 
notice  in  contradistmction  to  the  darkness 
prevailing  in  this  House : 

"Your  petitioners  cannot  refrain  fiom 
stating,  that  the  inquiry  which  led  to  this 
determination  to  resume  cash  payments 
on  the  part  of  your  honourable  House, 
seemed  rather  directed  to  the  capability 
of  the  Bank  to  pay  its  notes  in  specie 
than  to  the  capaoility  of  the  country  to 
sustain  such  a  derangement  and  loss  of 
property,  and  to  meet,  at  the  same  time. 
Its  fixed  and  posiUve  engagemenU  with 
the  public  creditor. 

*\  That  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
ancient  standard  may  be  resumed,  if  all 
considerations  as  to  the  consequences  be 
disregarded ;  but  your  petitioners  humbly 
submit,  that  the  attempt  to  restore  it  has 
already  created  great  distress,  and  that 
a  furuer  prosecution  of  the  plan  wiU  pro- 
duce a  greater  mass  of  suffering  than  was 
ever  pr^uced  by  any  other  measure ;  and 
that  j;reater  injustice  will  be  done  towards 
individuals*  and  ultimately  to  the  public 
creditor,  than  by  any  plan  of  state  policy 
which  has  hitherto  been  pursued  in  these 
kingdoms. 

"  Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  state, 
m  support  of  this  optniooi  that  since  this 


act  passed,  the  trade,  the  cmmnerce,  the 
agriculture,  and  the  manufactures  of  this 
country,  have  suffered  grievouf  depres- 
sion ;  that,  with  some  few  exceptions, 
they  are  still  declining,  and  are  stiU  un- 
profitable ;  that  a  diminution  of  imports 
and  exports  has  not  been  attended  with 
those  beneficial  results  which  a  cessation 
from  over-trading  was  expected  to  pro* 
duce ;  that  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  mechanics  and  labouring  husband- 
men, in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
are  either  without  work,  or  without  waffes 
sufficient  for  the  sustenance  of  life ;  that 
the  poor's-rates  are  oppressive,  and  can- 
not generally  be  diminished  without  en- 
dangering the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
country;  and  finally,  that  property  of 
nearly  every  description  is  still  lessening 
in  value. 

"  They  conceive,  that  of  all  the  existing 
contracts,  except  such  as  arise  out  of  com- 
merce, and  expire  on  short  credits,  the 
major  part  has  been  made  between  1797 
ana  1819;  that  the  proportion  of  lands, 
houses,  and  other  property  mortgagedi 
and  subject  to  charges  for  portions  and 
annuities,  is  as  three  fourths  to  the  whole, 
and  as  one  half  to  the  value ;  that  the 
average  term  of  takings  at  rack-rent  may 
be  considered  five  years;  and  further,  that 
bonds,  annuities,  salaries,  and  pensions, 
still  remain  in  operation. 

"  That  this,  then,  is  the  situation  of  the 
country,  after  a  twenty-two  years'  war 
and  suspension  of  the  ancient  standard, 
cannot  in  substance  be  denied ;  and  your 
petitioners  look  in  vain  for  the  benefits 
which  the  wisdom  of  your  honourable 
House  doubtless  meditated  in  the  act  for 
the  resumption  of  that  standard ;  they  see 
in  that  measure  an  attempt  to  remedy  the 
mischief  caused  by  a  departure  from  fixed 
principles,  by  sacrificing  the  property  of 
many  to  the  advantage  of  a  few,  and  for 
no  other  purpose,  as  your  petitioners  con- 
ceive, than  to  re-establish  a  standard  to 
which  comparatively  few  contracts  have 
any  reference. 

"Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  honourabte 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  stating  their 
opinion,  that  the  general  interest  of  the 
community  requires  an  immediate  lower- 
ing of  the  standard  of  the  reahn,  as  calcu* 
lated  to  lead  to  the  only  practicable  re- 
medy for  those  difficulties  in  which  the 
Ceople  of  this  country  have  been  involved 
y  the  abandonment  of  the  ancient  stand* 
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ard  in  1797,  and  by  the  attempt  now 
nuddng  to  restore  it." 

In  1821,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  national  calamities  brought 
on  by  the  bill  of  1819;  but  whenever 
their  mquiries  b^an  to  touch  upon  the 
true  cause,  the  tampering  with  the  cur- 
rency, a  right  hon.  member  is  said  to 
have  been  always  ready  to  check  such 
investigations,  by  stating  that  '<  parlia- 
ment had  already  decided  the  currency 
question."  Now,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  would  be  said  of  a  consultation 
of  physicians,  called  to  inquire  into  an 
invalid's  case,  where  the  leading  doctor 
should  protest  against  feeling  the  patient's 
pulse  ?  Yet  the  state  of  the  circulation 
of  pQoney  is,  in  the  complaints  of  the  body 
politic,  of  the  same  importance  as  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  is  in  those  of  the 
human  body.  There  is  in  one  of  Moli^re's 
plays  a  celebrated  consultation  of  doctors, 
where  they  agree  that  it  is  better  the  pa- 
tient should  die  according  to  scientific 
rules,  than  recover  under  a  violation  of 
them ;  but  here  is  a  still  worse  case,  where 
the  faculty  decide  against  any  scientific 
course  of  ascertaining  the  disease. 

In  1822,  the  cries  of  the  people  forced 
the  government  to  devise  some  mode  of 
afibrding  them  substantial  relief,  and  with 
that  view  all  imaginable  means  were 
adopted  professedly  to  increase  the  circu- 
lating medium.  Seven  or  eight  measures 
were  simultaneously  resolved  upon,  all,  or 
almost  all  of  which  had  this  direct  tendency. 
There  was  the  Dead-weight  contract,  the 
renewal  of  the  One-Pound-Note  act,  the 
discounting  at  four  per  cent,  the  advance 
of  one  million  and  a  half  upon  mortgage, 
and  of  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds 
upon  stock,  the  discounting  bills  at  ninety 
days,  the  Indian  loan,  and  the  payment  of 
those  who  declined  the  bargain  proposed 
in  lieu  of  five  per  cent  stock.  Here  then, 
in  1822,  were  the  seeds  sown  which  came 
to  maturity  in  the  autumn  of  1825,  pro- 
ducing the  crisis  so  falsely  attributed  to 
*^  speculation,  country  banks,"  <&c. 

Ilie  Bullion  Report  had  laid  down  the 
principle,  that  the  Bank  should  regulate 
its  paper  issues  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
changes ;  if,  therefore,  there  was  any  one 
object  to  which  it  might  be  expected  that 
the  attention  of  government  would  be  more 
exclusively  directed  than  another,  it  was 
the  keeping  a  rigid  control  over  that  part 
of  the  currency  most  liable  to  excess. 
They  knew  how  smsdl  a  quantity  was 


sufficient  to  produce  that  excess  when  the 
circulation  is  saturated  —  they  kne^v  the 
process  by  which  the  excess  is  produced, 
that  the  country  bankers  increase  their 
notes  whenever  the  impulse  is  first  given 
by  the  Bank  of  England,  that  they  some- 
times issue  them  in  the  proportion  of  two 
for  one,  according  to  the  security  which 
prosperous  times,  or  times  announced  to 
be  such,  never  fail  to  inspire.  It  might 
then  have  been  expected  that  they  would 
have  kept  a  vigilant  eye  on  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Bank,  after  they  saw  the  usual 
symptoms  of  a  disease  which  past  experi- 
ence must  have  informed  them  was  draw- 
ing towards  a  crisis.  For  there  were,  not 
only  the  ordinary  forerunners  of  plethora 
— die  high  prices  of  stock,  and  of  com- 
modities— ^tne  low  rate  of  interest — ^the 
abundance  of  money,  and  consequent 
speculation — but  the  safety  valve  itself 
had  given  them  notice  of  the  approaching 
danger  by  the  long-continued  exportation 
of  gold.  The  exchanges,  which  had  been 
partially  adverse  in  uie  spring  of  1824, 
were  decidedly  so  in  the  summer  of  that 
year,  and  continued  so  for  fifteen  or  eigh- 
teen months.  Did  they  then  compel  the 
Bank  to  call  in  its  paper  money  in 
order  to  turn  the  tide,  or  diminish  its 
force  ?  No !  the  House  will  be  astonished 
to  learn  that  they  actually  allowed  the 
increase  of  that  paper  which  had  already 
been  proved  to  be  excessive ;  and  the 
document  recently  laid  upon  the  table 
shows  that,  even  as  late  as  July,  1825, 
the  amount  of  Bank-notes  in  circulation 
was  at  the  highest,  having  actually  reached 
twenty-one  million  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-three  thousand  pounds ! !  Such  was 
their  surveillance  over  an  establishment, 
on  the  prudent  government  of  which  de- 
pended the  whole  machinery  of  the  state, 
that  they  had  in  1 825  near  ten  millions  of 
money  of  one  sort  or  other  in  circulation 
more  than  in  1823,  and  began  to  contract 
their  issues  fifteen  months  too  late. 

Yet  why  should  we  fear  ?  The  ministers 
were  many  of  them  the  friends,  and  all 
the  disciples,  of  Mr.  Pitt;  they  had  sailed 
Mrith  the  pilot  who  had  weathered  the 
storm,  ana  could  surely  conduct  the  ship 
through  smooth  water.  On  February  3rcU 
1824,  the  King's  Speech  "congratulates 
Parliament  on  the  prosperous  condition  of 
the  country."  —  "  An  increasing  activity 
pervades  almost  every  branch  of  manufac- 
tures, agriculture  is  recovering,  and,  by. 
the  steady  operation  of  natural  ctiuses,  \$ 
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gradually  re-aBsoming  that  station  to  which 
its  hnportance  entitles  it.''  The  dead 
weight,  the  money  advanced  on  mortgage 
and  stock,  and  the  other*fiTe  or  six  ma- 
noeuvres, were  **  natural  causes !"  And  in 
June,  the  king  in  person,  says,  **  He  had 
the  greatest  satisfaction  in  repeating  his 
congratulaitions  on  the  general  and  in- 
xieasing  prosperity  of  the  country."  On 
February  3rd,  1825,  the  Royal  Commis- 
sbners  say,  **  We  are  commanded  by  his 
Majesty  to  express  to  you  his  gratification 
at  die  continuance  and  progressive  increase 
of  that  prosperity  on  which  his  Majesty 
congratulated  you  on  the  opening  of  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament."  —  ''There 
never  was  a  period  in  the  history  of 
this  country,  when  all  the  great  inter- 
ests of  it  were  at  the  same  time  in 
so  thriving  a  condition."  And  on  the  6th 
of  July,  1826,  the  King's  Speech  again 
alludes  to  ''that  genertu  and  increasing 
pro6[)erity  on  which  his  Majesty  had  the 
nappiness  to  congratulate  you  on  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  Session  of  Parliament." 
Yet,  at  the  very  time  the  ministers  were 

Sutting  these  cheering  words  into  his 
lajesty's  mouth,  they  had,  or  might 
have  had,  in  their  pockets,  Uie  Custom 
House  returns,  shewing  an  exportation  of 
twelve  millions  of  treasure  in  the  course  of 
the  fifteen  previous  months ;  and,  although 
so  much  of  the  convertible  matter  was 
thus  disappearing,  we  had  lecturers  telling 
us  all  manner  of  valuable  truths,  but 
omitting  just  this — ^that  we  were  upon  the 
brink  of  a  state  of  barter !  When  Mr. 
Ellice,  then  member  for  Coventry,  ex- 
pressed his  alarms  at  what  he  appears 
clearly  enough  to  have  foreseen,  he  was 
thus  answered :  —  Mr.  Peel  (June,  1825) 
said,  "  He  was  sorry  the  hon.  member  for 
Coventry  thought  the  circulation  in  so  bad 
a  state,  and  prophecied  so  darkly  of  its 
future  condition.' 

Soon  after  all  these  fine  speeches  came 
the  catastrophe  of  which  I  shall  merely 
give  in  evidence  the  King's  Letter,  showing 
the  state  of  the  country  last  autumn ;  the 
eleven  thousand  four  hundred  tradesmen 
who  were,  last  year,  by  one  or  other 
process  of  insolvency,  put  karsde  combat ; 
and  a  letter  I  have  m  my  hand  from  the 
mayor  of  Macclesfield,  containing  under 
thirty  thousaitd  inhabitants,  dated  last 
October,  and  stating  the  poor  and  desti- 
tute to  amount  even  then  to  eleven  thou- 
sand odd  hundreds ;  receiving,  and  mainly 
iubeisted  by,  charity* 
VOL  XVlI,      ' 


The  merits  of  a  system  are  to  be  judged 
by  its  fruits.  Suppose  any  honourable 
member,  having  an  estate  at  a  distance, 
was  to  receive  a  letter  from  his  agent  in 
the  spring,  announcing  that  all  classes  of 
his  people  were  in  the  greatest  prosperity ; 
and  another  in  the  summer,  stating  that 
this  prosperity  was  still  increasing;  and 
that  a  short  time  afterwards,  a  thiid  letter 
should  reach  him  from  the  same  quarter, 
stating  that  hb  people  wera  all  ruined ; 
that  an  army  was  collecting  to  keep  them 
down,  and  a  subscription  to  keep  them 
alive ;  that  "  they  were  within  forty-eight 
hours  of  a  state  of  barter;"*  would  not 
such  a  person  think  it  due  to  his  suffering 
dependants  to  institute  a  serious  inquiry 
into  the  cause  of  so  much  misery  and 
ruin,  in  order  to  provide  against  a  recur- 
rence? With  what  countenance,  then, 
did  the  stewards  of  the  public  meet  their 
constituents?  With  acknowledgments  of 
past  errors  and  inconsistencies?  No! 
the^  accused  the  ruined  merchants  with 
having  produced  their  own  destruction, 
by  speculating^  with  the  means  which  were 
put  into  their  hands;  the  country  was, 
forsooth  inundated  with  paper  money — 
the  speculative  matter — and  the  parties 
were  expected  not  to  avail  themselves 
of  it!! 

I  do  not  defend  the  speculators ;  but  I 
do  say,  that  to  accuse  men  for  buying  that 
which  they  could  not  afterwards  sell, 
owing  to  your  tampering  with  the  cur- 
rency, is  to  add  a  crud  insult  to  an  ir- 
reparable injury. 

When  the  country  banks  were  suddenly 
thrown  upon  their  securities,  with  what 
face  can  they  be  reproached  with  a  mis- 
fortune only  brought  on  them  by  their 
belief  in  the  boasts  of  the  ministera? 
Moreover,  if  all  are  to  blame  who  cannot 
withstand  the  simultaneous  rush  of  their 
creditors  requiring  gold  in  payment  of 
their  deposits  as  well  as  of  their  notes 
(demands  which  the  currency  of  no  coun- 
try can  satisfy),  on  what  footing  stands 
the  debt  due  from  the  government  to  the 
Bank  of  England  ?  Could  that  be  paid 
in  gold  on  demand?  I  apprehend  not: 
and  yet  the  government  wnf  hardly  plead 
guilty  to  those  chaiges  of  '*  speculation, 
insecurity,"  &e.  which  they  so  lavishly  deal 
out  against  these  more  feeble,  but  not 
more  faulty,  establishments. 

*  See  Mr,  Huskisson's  Speech,  eafly 
in  1826. 
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Th«  country  b«uUc0  hitvt  baea  Ihe 
natural  chanueU  Ihiou^  whieh  the  in- 
dustry of  th«  country  has  b«en»  of  lata 
yeaiVyfed;  whenthoiecbaiineltai^choakr 
ed  up>  production,  the  souree  of  consump- 
tion, oeases,  and  the  eonsequeoce  is,  an 
apparent,  though  not  real,  redundancv; 
and  it  iU  becomes  those  who  have  with-* 
drawn  the  stimulus  from  labour  to  com-r 
plain  of  the  languor  eonsQ(|ueBt  upon 
their  own  acts.  You  have,  as  it  were, 
mutilated  half  the  labouring  population, 
and  th<m  complain  of  OTer-po|mlation, 
and  talk  of  exporting  the  e%te^s  to 
Canada;  bat  I  advise  my  right  bim* 
friend,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  whose  sed 
has,  in  this  respect,  I  think,  outrun  hb 
better  judgment,  to  arm  kis  emigrants 
with  shuttles  instead  of  shovels,  as  I  have 
soma  reason  for  believing,  that  they  will 
prefer  the  factories  of  the  United  States 
to  delving  in  the  wilds  of  Canada. 

On  February  2, 1826,  the  King's  Bpeodi 
notices,  <'tbe  temporary  check  whidh 
oommeroe  and  manufactures  may  at  this 
moment  experience;"  why,  Sir,  this  lenir 
porary  check  is  not  over  yet :  and  loid 
Liverpool  states  afterwards,  in  debate,  that 
the  convulsions  in  the  pecuniary  transac- 
tions of  the  country  **  had  not  been  un- 
expected (curious  circumlocution)  bv  him 
and  other  members  of  bis  majesty  s  go- 
vernment/' He  assigns  all  the  mischief 
to  <' speculation/'  and,  of  course,  is  not 
willing  to  trace  the  disaster  to  its  source ; 
naniely,  to  Mr.  Peel's  bill  operating  on 
those  measures  which  be  and  his  col- 
leagues adopted  to  rdieve  agricultural 
distress  in  1822. 

In  their  correspondence  with  the  Bank, 
the  ministers  say,  ''  there  can  be  no  doubt 
the  principal  source  of  it  (the  distress)  is 
to  be  foand  in  the  rash  spirit  of  specula- 
tion which  has  pervaded  the  ooimtry  for 
some  time,  supported,  fostered,   and  en- 
couraged by  the  country  banks/'    In  re- 
ply   to   which,    Mr.  Attwood   observes, 
"The  failure  at  once  of  six  or   seven 
London  bankers,  from  whatever  cause  it 
had  arisen,  was  indeed  a  circumstanoe  of 
great  importance,  and  was  wsellwoi&y  the 
serious  inquiry  of  pariiameot.      No  in- 
stance of  a  similar  event  was  to  be  found 
in  the  pecuniary  history  of  the  ooui^. 
Those  houses  held  in  their  hands  ihe 
active  capital,  the  lesecve  forpaynentf 
the  cash  and  funds  of  vimous  kmds,  f 
ipore  than  a  hundred  country  banlbs.   Ar 
was  it  a  matter  of  surprise  thui^  ^ 


circumatanees   so   calamitonsy    mamr  ol 
those  establishments  had  themseliras  foiled 
in  the  regular  discharge  of  their  eng^ar 
ments?    It  was  rather  matter  of  surprise 
that  no  gneaAer  number  had  faijed,  and 
that  of  those  who  had  been  ^ompall^  to 
do  sQ,  the  eircumstanoas  of  so  few  were 
found  in  sud)  a  state  as  that  their  cieditara 
eould   sustain   any   loss    [bear,  bear!]. 
These  eventa  afforded  a  propf,  not  of  the 
UBBQund  diaracter  of  the  country  circula? 
turn,  or  qS  the  necessity  of  legidative  iur 
tarference  with  it,  but,  on  tJm  comtraryi 
that  the  Gentry  bankers  weie,  ae  a  body, 
as  he  was  satisfied  was  the  case,  men  of 
solid   property,    whose   affair  wane,    in 
general,  conducted  with  prudenoe.    And, 
what  had  been  t&e  course  of  th#  rigbl: 
bon.  chancellor  of  the  fijKchequer?    Qn 
the  first  ni^t  of  the  session^  he  bad 
stated,  with  great  confidence,  tb^  fhaif 
distress  had  arisen  out  of  the  wfld,  extinr 
vagant,  and  unmeasured  mauner  iu  which 
the  issues  of  die  country  bankei^  had 
been  of  late  years  increased*    Did  be 
mean  ta  say,  that  the  icountry-bank  circu- 
lation in  the  agricultural  districts,   th|S 
mining,  the  mannfactufipg  districts,  had 
any  oonneiuon  with  those  spaeulalion^,  or 
those  speculations  with  the  ^couotiy  cjroi- 
iation  ?    They  were  confined  i/ot  London, 
to  Liverpool,  where  no  country  note*  ei^- 
isted ;  to  Glasgow,  where  the  Scotd^  sya- 
tem  existed  in  all  its  perfection   [hear* 
hearl].    Consider,  then,  the  con^iatenqr 
of  the  right  bon.  gentleman.    He  finds 
the  country  ruined  by  oirer-tTadiog.    That 
was  the  idea  of  the  President  of  t^e  Board, 
of  Trade,    A  great  empire  brought  I9  the 
brink  of  ruin  by  speculations  m  P^per, 
spice,  dry  aoods,  and  all  the  balderdaBh 
of  the  retauer;  and  on  these  grounds  be 
propooss  two  jtteasurea — to  dp  wha;t?  one 
to  .establish  Scotch  bauks,  ih^  gre^^test 
incentives  to  over-trading  ever  inv/ent^ 
[hear !] ;     over^-trading    going   ofi   more 
widelv  in  Scotland  than  even  in  England, 
and  the  distress  there  being  as  great;  a^ 
the  oUier  to  destroy  one-pojuid  notes; 
the  distress  of  Lancashire,  when^  niane  of 
them  existed,  being  greater  than  iaf#y 
other  part  of  England,  and  which  depcvj^ 
tion  of  papw,  !only  three  or  fotp  j/mrs 
a^«  he  himeelf  pre|medj  or  fugpqiM^  a 
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iMA  it  wtB  Mtlenpted  to  c«iienl  the 
tmth  from  Ae  pttbyc.  '^  Ov«r•ipop«l■tiQi^ 
and  too  many  HKNithft,  to4ftj ;  over^ftonn- 
iag^,  ttid  too  iMuiT  li»?eB,  t^mofHm; 
Of«^  tndiiig,  wfaib  bitf  the  populaiiioii  ore 
but  hotf  eamfejredy  and  tkeir  koMscs  and 
paraotta  han  uikcd-**too  mock  pi^er  to^ 
daj,  too  littk  papar  lo^ttotrov^  too  aoch 
paper  ngaAoy  abaoafc  bafoe  tkoB  morrow  la 
fjmt\  Speaobtioa!  fictitiona  ca^tal! 
Change  from  war  to  peace,  akhos^  th« 
peace  opened  twesty  aaitieni  to  oar  trade. 
It  h  mm^  from  too  mack  inaltentiatt  to 
*  qdeculatm  BDattera/  tkat  are  katve  been 
bandkd  about  ftom  anor  to  error,  uad 
from  deiMion  to  dcftusbn." 

Will  h  be  bckefod  tkat,  witk  a  Ui 
knowled^  ci  the  etib  of  sock  &  tystent, 
tke  ovBCca  of  bud,  or  of  any  other  cool- 
modily,  will  adfer  tbor  poopcrtj  to  be 
aisy  fengar  apoitad  witk  ait  the  jplamure  of 
Htfaistam  and  Bank  dircctoras  Is  tke 
iodhiatry  and  food  of  tke  people  to  be 
aafrificed  of eiT  two  or  three  years  at  the 
atokae  el  tke  Dude  Chartei  1  8b  leog  as 
tUi  system  lasts.,  I  riiooU  object  to  asy 
ineioaiied  somrity  being^  laied  towands 
bankrupts  ;  for  how  can  yoo^  with  jnstiea^ 
act  sevaml;^  towaado  men  who  are  eapoaed 
toi  SttddagbL  rtim^  hj  a  prGcesa  probaUy  be^ 
yond  tkait  coa^ivcliensioxiy  bofc  cestaMy 
beyond  tkieir  eontroL  So  long  as  anck  a 
ayakem  ksta,  i  TentBro  to  asaert,  tke^t  no 
man  eadt  tell  eitkev  what  he  poaamaea  er 
what,  her  beqneatka; 

II;  is  enotigk  fbf  me  to  espooa  the 
danf^ms  of  sack  a  ystom ;  I  halo  nothing 
la*  do  widii  tho  remedyt.  Whether  you  re^ 
dnce  your  tasna  00  yoaa  staodmi^  of  fix 
tke  aBMn«t.o£  your  popeiv  to  mo  io  pat- 
aanaUiy  a  matter  of  aopremo  indifibieace. 
liift  maiestys:  aaonistem  kn^  gratodtooalf , 
hrou^t  the  state  Tcssel  insto  pori^  and 
witk  ih&Bi  rests  the  fearfol  msponsibiiity 
of  her  safe  estricalion.  If,  however,  we 
are  to  embarie  on  a  ^vryage  of  short;  aliow*- 
ance,  one  thing  is  indtspensable ;  namely, 
that  we  should  all:  share  idike ;  there  mmrt 
be  ao>  Benjamins  in  the  moss*  We  cannot 
roalaio  miUioBa  o€  piopeatj  confiscated 
flEomfamncrs  aod  asamkaata^  but  we  can 
reatore  ta  tfao  country  tfiai  portion  of 
oScial  soburiea  wkich  was  added  eipcesafiy 
oik  aecOttut  of  a  depraciatran  of  cunencf, 
now  no  lender  esisting:  and,  if  wehwre 
the  oonenoy  and  the  pncea^  we  must  have* 
a  nearer  appradmation^  to*  the  wage^  of 

i  hanm  kern  a  slif^  spesimoni  of  tket 


t  altenrtion  wUck  kas  taken  j^ace  m  tho 
Mwarda  of  ofiieea»  since  thai  time^— ' 

Orem9Aircs.-^ytrii.  ^at. 


1792. 

1929. 

Secretiiry  to  the  Board    - 

^^0 

••■ 

^.I,09S 

Ceneml       •        •       . 

m 

••• 

Mdl 

Aisisluit  IMtto 

900 

•■• 

8Si 

Chief  Clerk  to  aerk     •     - 

300 

••• 

um 

Ditto  to  Principal  Store 

Keeper       -        -        - 

800 

••• 

M 

Illttt»  to  Cli#k  of  IMi«iry 

MO 

»•» 

93S 

Ditto  tfrlbeTitmry      •> 

soo 

M* 

*^5 

Ditto  to  Board  of  Ordnanae 

800 

••• 

U77 

Thii  ia  a  mere  aampki  WkmiOver  tkaaa 
aakffiea  (a%  if  tke  preaaat  ngocooa  eeoiae 
oaotmucar  tkey  moat  ondodMdly  abalO 
come  under  raviaiOBi  it  wiU  be  for  minislim 
to  show  by  wkot  rigbi  they  kave  givea  a 
anall  meaanre  to^  tho  pome,  and  kept 
the  \me^  one  for  tkemsdves.  It  will 
tkeo  be  for  tke  lote  Secretary  for  tho  Home 
Deportment  to  explain  wby  ko  lOadd  hiOih 
sen  and  bia  coUei^uea,  $od  underlinga  in 
office^  ezcepciona  fa  tkat  dOsdatiag  distrem 
whick  kio  measoreabove  acattetod  over  tke 
rest  of  tko  comrnvnifty;  why,  piofenaiog 
to  restore  tke  aiMieaft  statidiurd  of  ftdtm, 
tkotstandaoct,  aevcso  aa  it  wosv  has  bean 
exacerbated  to  thopoblic  to  tke  amoaait 
of  tea  or  mere  per  ceot,  by  doprivmg  m 
of  tke  optioa  of  pnyiof  in  siWor^  aod  also 
of  tkat  law  which  (whether  o;oQd  or  bad, 
iaaofc  tke  <pieatiov>  ganre  os  ftKikties  ift  tfce 
pvice  of  comnmdsties,.  by  restrainiof  tke 
melting;  or  exporting  the  coin  of  the  realm. 
It  will  be  for  kior  then,  perhaps^  to  ilote 
why  he  and  hia  c^eagoer  tke  riosideat  of 
the  Boacd  of  Trade,  haro  no€  redeemed 
their  pledge  nude  to  tho  member  for  Gal- 
tiagpton,  tor  consider  hia  anggestion  about 
Slit  CD,  and  wkick  seemed  to  flask  upon  kis 
mini  aa  o  new  idea-H.he  restorer  of  o«r 
cmreocy^  tho  riml  of  Eliaabeth  and  £d- 
wsffd  3^  wafl[,  ia  1826,  to  "^  conaider^' 
tke  silw  standard;! 

E£  I  am  asked  wketiier  there  are  no 
means  of  alleviating  the  snienng  condition 
of  die  peopile;  I  anawee,  conftdently»  that 
there  are.  ThotbyrestoittiglothopuUic 
the  option  o€  paying  in  silver^  and  eidior 
ihe  law  or  (if  the  law  bo  bad)  an  eqofm- 
Imt  for  ky  which' elogged  the  export  of  tke 
precious  metals,  a  great  relief  would  be 
obtaioed.  If  palkalrres  will  not  avail,  you 
mnstiesort  «a*  sOronget  meaaums ;  but  A> 
wkait  you  wiU,  lodnoe  your  standard  or 
vaSis  it»— *make  but  yonr  euimni^  mvario- 
ble^  not  oirefflowki^  ono  day  and  dlhanatod 
ih^  aoxo-^pat  itt  on  o  staUe  footings  so 
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that  we  may  know  how  to  deal  with  one 
another — how  to  pay  you,  and  what  taxes 
to  levy  on  the  people,  and  I  shall  he  satis- 
fied.—The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with 
moring,  "That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  severe  Distress  which  has  afilicted  the 
Commercial  and  Industrious  Classes  of  the 
Community  dining  the  last  and  present 
years." 

Mr.  I^kester  rose  to  second  the  motion, 
because  he  considered  an  inquiry  most  ne- 
cessary; whether  he  re^rded  the  true 
cause  of  the  distress,  or  the  many  sup- 
posed causes  to  which  it  had  been  ascribed. 
In  his  judgment  the  distress  was  attributa- 
ble to  the  viciousness  of  our  pecuniary  sys- 
tem— to  the  faultiness  of  the  law,  in  inun- 
dating the  country  with  a  profusion  of 
small  notes — to  the  faultiness  of  the  law, 
in  not  checking  the  mismanagement  of 
the  Banlt  of  England — to  the  faultiness 
of  the  law,  in  calling  into  existence  a  sink- 
ing fund.  If  he  was  right  in  attributing 
the  preraleut  distress  to  these  sources,  it 
wasconsolatory  to  reflect  that,  by  a  change 
of  the  system,  the  evil  might  be  remedied. 
One  judicious  correction  had  been  already 
made :  namelv,  the  suppression  of  one 
and  two  pound  notes.  But  three  essential 
improvements  remained  to  be  efiected. 
First,  the  five  and  ten  pound  notes 
should  be  placed  under  some  restraint; 
secondly,  the  Bank  should  be  compelled, 
under  a  penoltv,  to  contract  its  issues,  in 
piouortion  to  ttie  state  of  the  exchanges ; 
and  thirdly,  the  coi^  de  grace  should  be 
given  to  the  Sinlcing-fiind.  Now  tht 
was  down  let  it  be  kept  down. 

Mr.  King  trusted,  that,  if  a.  committee 
were  appointed,  the  deplorable  condition 
of  the  population  of  Ireland  would  not  he 
overlooked.  Much  of  the  distress  of  the 
Gouatxy  generally  was  to  be  attributed  to 
the  measure  which  had  been  called  a  re- 
turn to  cash  payments — a  course  which 
amounted  to  little  else  than  a  robbery  upon 
the  puise  of  every  man  in  Great  Britain. 
He  congratulated  the  country  upon  the 
late  change  of  administration,  which  he 

considered  to  have  I — "  -i.- .-i 1 

of  any  party,  but  ol 
lie  opinion. 

Mr.  Fyier  said, 
for  the  distresses  wl 
regulation  of  the  Co 
of  com  made  high 

<Jsc     He  deeply  re  ,  W^j  .. « 

irhich  the  Cora-bili  -^■^^Ts- 


the  other  House.  The  cap  of  hope  which 
had  been  held  up  to  the  lips  was,  for  the 
present,  dashed  to  the  ground. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  observed,  that  the  sub- 
ject  was  of  the  very  greatest  importance; 
and,  if  it  were  necessary  to  enter  upon  the 
consideration  of  it  without  delay,  he  should 
not  think  that  it  wasagoodobjectbn,  that 
the  proposition  came  at  so  late  a  period  of 
the  session ;  for,  if  it  were  of  paramount 
importance  to  enter  upon  the  considera' 
tion  of  the  subject  immediately,  the  dura- 
tion of  the  session  ought  to  be  extended, 
in  order  to  afibrd  the  opportunity.  But, 
whether  the  matter  should  be  taken  up 
this  session  or  not,  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  brought  forward  the  proposition 
hud  done  good  by  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House,  and  Uie  mmistry,  particularly, 
to  the  subject.  He  did  not  concur  in  the 
opinions  which  had  been  expressed  by  his 
hon.  friends  who  had  spoken  on  the  ques-  , 
tion  :  but  that  was  only  an  additional  rea- 
son for  entering  upon  the  inquiry.  It  was 
a  great  fallacy  to  imagine  that  the  qnes- 
lion  had  been  set  at  rest.  The  evil  had 
been  brought  upon  us  by  mal-legislation ; 
and  the  question  would  never  be  set  at 
rest,  until  the  matter  should  be  settled  on 
the  true  and  right  basis.  The  subject  had 
been  at  first  taken  up  by  Mr.  Homer,  and 
several  other  persons  of  great  talent  and 
industry.  An  elaborate  report  had  been 
produced,  and  upon  the  whole,  there  had 
been  no  want  of  attention  to  iL  It,  never- 
theless, still  required  examination.  When 
the  bill  of  1819  was  under  discussion,  it 
was  said,  by  several  persons,  that  it  was 
impossible  the  Bank  could  pay  in  gold. 
But  he  had  then  stated,  that  the  questioQ 
was  not  whether  the  Bank  conld  pay  in 
gold,  but  whether  the  country  could  bear 
that  it  should.  It  now  appeared  that  it 
could  not  at  that  time  immediately  resume 
the  cash  payments  without  great  mjury  to 
the  Gountiy.  It  appeared  that  the  resump- 
tion was  a  great  deal  too  sudden.  There 
was  a  period  during  the  war,  before  the 
death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  when  the  cash  pay- 
ments might  have  been  resumed  without 
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accoimted  for  the  fact,  that  there  was  no 
serious  attempt  to  return  to  cash  payments 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The 
assue  of  too  great  a  quantity  of  paper  had 
been  an  evil ;  but  the  increase  had  taken 
place  so  gradually,  that  the  people  were 
not  aware  of  it.  A  rash  step  had  been 
taken  in  the  sudden  resumption  of  cash 
payments ;  and  those  who  proposed  it,  and 
many  other  able  men,  such  as  Mr.  Ricardo, 
had  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  evil  which 
was  to  follow  upon  it.  They  said,  that 
the  change  would  not  make  a  difference 
of  more  than  five  or  ten  per  cent.  But 
the  difference  was  much  greater;  for, 
when  you  contracted  your  currency  by  five 
millions,  this  made  a  difference  in  the  state 
•of  prices  to  the  extent  of  fifty  millions. 
Prices  were  diminished,  and  incomes  were 
diminished,  and  a  very  serious  injury  was 
done  to  many  classes  of  the  community. 
After  the  state  of  society  produced  by  the 
high  prices,  the  idea  of  payments  in  gold 
At  length  produced  sensations  similar  to 
what  the  sight  of  water  occasioned  in 
cases  of  hydrophobia.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say,  that  we  ought  always  to  rest  con- 
tented with  a  depreciated  currency.  He 
only  said,  that  the  return  to  cash  pay- 
ments had  been  too  sudden  ;  that  the  first 
efforts  ought  to  have  been,  to  prevent  the 
currency  from  being  further  depreciated ; 
and  that  the  return  to  cash  payments 
ought  to  have  been  much  more  gradual 
than  it  had  been.  The  mischief  had  cer- 
tainly not  arisen  from  over-production,  or 
too  much  wealth.  Up  to  tne  dose  of  the 
war,  commerce  and  manufactures  had 
flourished  in  a  very  high  degree.  What 
was  it,  then,  which  brought  on  the  dis- 
tress ?  Nothing  but  the  sudden  alteration 
in  the  state  of  the  currency.  It  was  then 
that  the  agriculturists  were  reduced  to  the 
greatest  distress,  and  did  not  know  the 
cause.  They  felt  quite  out  of  their  element, 
and  were  like  fish  in  the  channel  of  a 
river,  from  which  water  had  been  with- 
drawn— gasping  for  breath.  Then  they 
solicited  Com  bills,  as  a  remedy  for  their 
distress ;  but  no  relief  could  be  afforded 
by  such  means.  A  free  trade  in  com, 
while  it  would  be  advantaseous  to  all, 
would  be  particularlv  so  to  Uie  agricultu- 
rists. It  was,  indeea,  a  great  absurdity  to 
about  prices  at  all,  until  the  currency 
~  ~  be  setUed  on  a  proper  and  perma- 
hon.  baronet  then  refer- 
latdy  published  by  one 
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substitution  of  Bank  of  England  notes 
for  those  of  country  banks.  Oreat  fault 
had  been  most  unfairly  found  with  this 
gentleman,"  because  he  had  put  forth  this 
paper,  with  the  view  of  feeling  the  senti- 
ments of  the  country  as  to  his  proposition. 
Now,  he  could  not  conceive  how  blame 
could  attach  to  this  proceeding  of  the 
Bank  Director,  if  that  gentleman  thought 
his  plan  likely  to  prove  useful  to  the 
country.  The  paper  itself  was  very  ably 
written,  and  full  of  sound  sense.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  a  nappv  circumstance  if  the  paper  cur- 
rency could,  by  such  a  plan  as  this,  be 
secured  from  those  perilous  incidents  to 
which  the  paper  of  the  country  bankers 
was  liable ;  and  this  advantage  would  be 
still  further  augmented,  by  substituting 
the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  England,  ike 
circulation  of  which  was  immediately 
under  the  control  of  parliament.  The 
country  bankers  issued  with  reference  to 
no  principle  but  their  own  private  interests. 
But  the  connexion  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land with  the  government  necessarily  com- 
pelled it  to  regard  higher  considerations 
than  those  of  its  own  immediate  benefit. 
The  objection  taken  to  this  plan,  on  the 
ground  of  monopoly,  was  misapplied. 
Where,  for  the  sake  of  abundance  of  sup- 
ply and  lowness  of  price,  competition  was 
desirable,  monopoly  was  undoubtedly  mm- 
chievotts.  But,  in  this  case,  the  object 
was  a  small  supply  and  a  high  pnce ; 
which  were  the  very  reverse  of  what  was 
wanted  in  ordinary  cases.  The  restoration 
of  the  metallic  standard  had  produced, 
not  only  distress  in  agriculture,  but  in  all 
the  classes  who  were  dependent  on  prices. 
By  the  contraction  of  the  currency  they 
had  been  as  much  defrauded  as  the  fund- 
holders  would  if  the  interest  of  the  National 
Debt  had  been  ledoced.  He  agreed  that 
no  effectual  remedy  could  be  devised  to 
remove  the  distresses  of  the  population  of 
England,  while  the  excessive  influx  con- 
tinued from  Ireland  ;  nor  was  he  altogether 
friendly  to  the  scheme  of  emigration,  by 
which  the  most  skilful,  enterprising,  and 
industrious  portion  of  the  population  was 
carried  out  of  the  country.  Upon  the 
whole,  as  there  were  so  many  topics,  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  the  public  welfare, 
which  might  advantageously  be^  investt* 
gated,  he  should  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  Maberly  was  of  opinion,  that  do 
sound  system  of  currency  could  be  estab« 
Ijshed,  wbil^  tbe  BaQk  of  En^aod  b»4 
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the  pover  of  cootiactiag  mi  eakxghig ; 
the  ckculadon  at  pleasure.  He  trusted 
this  qaestioo  would  be  fuUy  ocm^idered 
before  l^e  Bapk  charter  was  renewed. 
Looking  at  the  course  recently  followed 
bv  the  Bank,  it  was,  be  thoo^t,  quite 
clear  that  one  of  two  things  must  soon 
occur — and  perhaps  before  the  next  ses^ 
fiion — either  the  metallic  cujreacj  would 
be  discontinued,  or  we  should  have  another 
Restriction  apt.  In  1825,  it  was  luK>wn 
that  the  Bank  were  very  nearly  driven  te 
that  measure ;  they  hud  hafdlj  the  means 
of  keeping  c^ep  their  doors  for  six  hours. 
Mr.  Pearse  said,  he  had  no  apprehen- 
sion that  the  Bank  would  be  obliged  to 
suspend  cash  payments.  The  circum- 
stances which  led  to  ^e  restriction  in 
1797  could  not  take  place  in  peace,  whan 
the  balance  of  trade  would  necessarily  be 
in  our  favour.  He  maintained,  that  the 
circulation  of  the  Bank  had  never  been 
either  more  or  less  than  the  wants  of  the 
country  required. 

Mr.  HuskissoH  said^  that  the  motion  was 
foit  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  difficulties  which  bad  affected  the 
industrious  classes  of  the  community  dur- 
ing  the  last  and  present  year;   and,  in 
making  that  motion,  the  hon.  member  had 
gone  into  almost  every  topic  of  political 
economy  which  could   afford  matter  for 
discussion,  there,  or  in  imy  other  place. 
To  these  topu»  every  other  gentleman  who 
bad  addressed  the  House  had  added  aU 
most  every  other  topic  which  eould  by  pos<- 
sibility  engage  the  attention  of  parliaovent. 
One  of  the  sul^ects  adverted  to  bv  the  hon. 
mover  was,  the  measure  passed  by  parlia- 
menty  which  went  to  the  abolition  of  one 
and  two  pound  notes.    The  hon.  seconder 
praised  that  measure.    On  many  other 
points  the  opinions  of  the  bop.  mover  and 
seconder  were  wide  as  the  poles  asunder. 
Anpther  hop.  gepUeroan  speaking  of  Ire* 
land,  wished  this  committee,  on  the  14th 
day  of  June,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  population  of  IreUnd*— into  the  relations 
between  the  landlord  and  tenant  in  that 
country*«^into  the  mode  in  which  the  land- 
lord opprsHsed  the  tenant.    The  question 
of  emigration,  in  all  its  branches,  was  also 
to  occupy  the  atUntion  of  this  committee. 
Another  qnestiop  which  was  to  be  submit* 
ted  to  it,  on  the  1 4th  of  June,  was,  whe« 
ther  it  wQuld  b#  expedient  to  abandon  the 
Canadas,  apd  aieparate  Ihem  from  the  do- 
minion  of  the   Crown?     The  Sinking 
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other  possible  practaeal  and   theonaticit 
questioa  that  oould  oocuirf  the  attentiott 
of  parliament,  were  also  to  be  aubmiilfid 
to  this  committee.    Goosidenag  the  viery 
opposite  sentiments  of  the  gentlemen  who 
spoke  ia,  favottr  of  this  oommitteey  it  wonkl 
be  extremdy  difficult,  however  destsable  it 
might  be,  for  them  to  come  to  a  satisfoc*- 
Uxy  decision  on   the  varioas  queatioBs 
whieh  were  to  be  brought  under  their  con* 
sideratkm*    He  wdl  vemembered  the  pe<- 
riod  to  which  the  hoa.  mover  had  alittdod ; 
when  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  ragavded  as  a  wild 
theorist,  and  a  dealer  in  abstraet  doctrines, 
on  subfeots  connected  with  the  cunency. 
la  the  year  ISll^  he  was  in  a  very  email 
mmority,  whieh  voted,  dmt  the  camncy 
waa  in  a  state  of  depiaciatioii  (  and  at  was 
alittle  singular,  that  thoae  who  aow  peeiaed 
upon  them  the  conaequeBeea  of  that  do* 
pceciatkm,  and  who  exaggerated  the  efieet 
it  had  produced  on  tha  rent  of  land,  and 
on  the  mterests  of  the  landowner,  weM 
among  those  who  did  not*  at  that  time, 
believe  in  the  existence  of  the  evil.    The 
rent  of  knd  had  doubled  in  the  last  ten 
years;   yet  those  gentlemen  did  not|  ia 
the  year  1811,  believe  in  the  diminutkm 
of  the  value  of  money,  but  denounced  him 
(Mr.  H.),  and  all  those  who  maintained 
that  doctrine,  as  visionary  theorists,  and 
as  men  altogether  unworthy  of  the  respect 
or  notice  o^  the  public.    It  was  certain 
that  the  men  who  now  considered  them- 
selves infallible,  were  not  among  those  who 
perceived  the  depreciation  of  the  curreney» 
which  led  to  the  consequences  which  haa 
since  ensued.    The  hon.  gentleman  wished 
that  the  sala^es  of  those  whose  labours 
and  talents  were  devoted  to  the  tervioe 
of  the  public  should  be  reduced  to  the 
standard  of  1792.     But  if  a  direct  tax 
were  to  be  levied  upon  the  income  of  the 
country,  it  would  at  least  be  just  to  levy  it 
equally  and  impartially  upon  every  species 
of  income*    Tne  hon.  gentleman  had  ad« 
verted  to  the  low  amount  of  the  incomes 
of  persons  at  that  time  connected  with  the 
Board  of  Ordnance,  as  compared  with  the 
present  salaries.    Now,  he  believed  there 
was  not  one  of  the  gentlemen  connected 
with  that  department,  who  would  not  be 
glad  to  be  placed  in  the  situation  of  those 
who  held  similar  situations  in  179*2.    The 
fact  was,  that  although  the  salaries  in  1793 
were  small,  the  emoluments  derived  froan 
fees,  which  were  now  abolished,  were  so 
coassderabla,  that  the  whole  remuneration 
greatly  fOLoptM  the  etisiing  fixed  sahriee* 
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The  motion  Mcfrt  the  House  was  m  reality 
an  attempt  to  renew  the  mtHion  made  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Essex  <Mr.  Western) 
in '  U7Q.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had  at  that  time 
assigned  at  so  much  length  the  grounds 
nfxm  whidk  he  opposed  that  motion,  that 
he  should  not  trouble  the  House  with  a  re- 
petition of  the  arguments  which  he  had 
then  used.  If  it  was  wrong  in  1822  to 
depart  from  the  system  by  which  the  car- 
lenev  was  setded  in  1819,  it  would  be 
moeh  more  so  to  attempt  Co  unsettle  that 
system  in  1827.  There  was  no  pait  of  his 
pnUic  life  upon  which  he  looked  back  with 
more  satisfhcdon,  than  the  occasion  on 
whidi  he  had  opposed  the  attempt  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Essex  to  break  in  upon 
the  system  adopted  in  1819;  by  which 
pailiainent  was  pledged  not  to  make  any 
aheratton  in  the  fineness,  weight,  and  de- 
nomination of  the  currency.  Five  years 
had  elapsed  since  the  House  had  coaae  to 
that  resolution;  and  they  would  now,  in 
his  opinion,  be  guilty  of  something  which 
would  almost  amount  to  insanity,  if  they 
were  to  attempt  to  alter  it.  He  should 
therefore  give  his  decided  opposition  to  a 
motion,  of  which  the  object  snbstantiany 
was,  to  introduce  a  doubt,  whether  parlia- 
ment ought  to  adhere  to  the  standard  of 
currency  adopted  in  1819.  No  measure, 
ib  foct,  would  create  more  alaim  through- 
out the  country  than  one  which  suggei^ 
Hub  probability  of  an  attempt,  on  the  part 
of  the  legislature,  to  alter  that  standard. 
It  was  a  proposal  fotal  to  all  the  landmarks 
of  piopertjf ,  and  calculated  to  destroy  all 
the  securities  upon  which  the  interchange 
ef  property  was  founded.  If  the  hon. 
bssonet,  Um  member  for  Westminster, 
eouM  persuade  the  manufacturing  and  la- 
bouring classes,  Uiat  in  proportion  as  com 
waa  dear  their  prosperity  would  increase, 
aiid,atthesametnne,persuadetheagricultu- 
nsts»  that  %  ftee  trade  in  com>  without  any 
restrictioiis  or  protecting  duty,  would  give 
them  hip;h  prices,  he  would  accomplish  a 
very  desiiuMe  object,  and  save  the  House, 
if  not  in  diis,  in  a  foture  session,  a  great 
deal  of  laborious  discusmn  on  a  subject 
upon  which  all  were  not  likely  to  agree. 
Upon  these  grounds,  he  should  oppose  the 
motion  for  going  into  u  committee — a  mo- 
tiOQ,  m  fact,  which  could  hardly  be  se- 
riously made,  considering  the  short  time 
Kktly  to  intervene  between  the  present  pe* 
riod  and  the  prorogation  of  parliament ; 
und  of  which,  if  the  inquiry  were  at  this 
tim  pradioible,  tii^  onlj  effect  would  1^ 


to  throw  the  whole  countty  into  confo- 
sion. 

Mr.  WeBtem  defended  the  course  which 
he  had  taken  in  1822,  and  at  other  periods, 
with  regard  to  the  currency.  He  attri- 
buted aU  the  difficulties  of  the  country  to 
the  measure  of  1819,  by  which  the  cur- 
rency was  erroneously  said  to  be  settled. 
The  currency  had  not  been  setded  by  the 
meoBure  of  1819,  it  was  still  in  a  fluctnat* 
ing  state ;  and  he  was  satisfied  that  tltt 
prosperity  of  the  country  would  never  be 
permanently  restored  until  parliament 
retraced  its  steps. 

M|f.  Attwood  said,  it  had  not  been  his 
intention  to  offer  amy  cbaervatioBS  on  the 
present  motion,  nor  should  he  have  done 
so,  except  for  the  unsatisfactory  grounds 
on  which  She  right  hon.  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  rested  his  opposition 
to  it,  and  the  inconsistency  and  want  of 
candour  which  marked  that  opposition. 
The  right  hon.  membcNr  said,  that  a  motion 
simikr  to  the  present  was  proposed  in 
1822,  and  rejected  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority, and  therefore  he  called  on  the 
House  to  reject  the  measure  now  before  it. 
But  he  dso  stated,  in  idmost  the  next 
sentence  of  his  speech,  that^  at  an  eariiet 
period,  in  1810  or  1811,  on  this  same 
subject  of  the  duirency,  he  had  himself 
voted  in  a  minority;  and  the  opinion 
declared  by  the  majorit^r  on  that  occasion, 
he  treated  as  preposterously  false.  The 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
therefore,  amounted  to  this :  that  when 
an  opinion  of  a  majority  ci  the  House  fell 
in  with  his  own,  it  must  be  received  as  an 
authority ;  it  was  to  guide  their  future  pro- 
ceedings; but  when  an  opinion  so  ex- 
pressed difiered  from  his,  did  not  in  fact 
suit  his  views,  it  became  no  authoritr 
at  all,  and  was  fit  only  to  be  treated 
with  contempt.  Many  members  cheered 
the  right  hon.  president  when  he  adduced 
the  authority  of  a  majority  iu  1822  as  a 
ground  for  their  present  vote,  and  he 
(Mr.  Attwood)  therefore  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  point  out  to  them,  what  was 
the  value  of  the  argument  thev  so  ap- 
proved, even  in  the  opinion  of  hfan  who 
resorted  to  it,  and  the  odnsistmcy  of  the 
guide  they  followed. 

The  ri^t  hon.  member  had  adrevted  to 
the  declaration  of  the  hon.  mover ;  that,  if 
the  present  measure  Wete  rejected,  he 
should  bring  forward  amiition  for  reduciUg 
public  salanes  to  the  scale  of  1792.    In 

re|^  to  this  deelarptien  be  had  argued 
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as  thoi^  there  were  something  absurd  in 
proposing  to  cut  down  public  salaries  to 
the  level  of  1792^  when  the  general 
wealth,  and  the  income  of  all  classes  had 
greatly  increased  since  that  period.  But 
his  hon.  friend  had  been  guilty  of  no 
absurdity  of  this  kind.  His  argument  was, 
that  the  rejection  of  this  motion  carried 
with  it  the  preservation  of  the  present 
system  of  currency,  and  of  the  old  st^d- 
ard  of  3/.  17s.  lOd}.,  of  which  the  right 
hon.  president  spoke  in  terms  of  so  much 
satisfaction.  But  his  hon.  friend  contended 
that  this  standard,  existing  as  the  right 
hon.  president  said  for  two  hundred  ^rs, 
but  which  had  been  abandoned  for  the 
twenty  years  during  which  the  present 
salaries  had  been  fixed,  would,  by  its  re- 
establishment,  reduce  the  moniea  income 
of  the  country  at  large  to  the  level  of  1792. 
He  contended  that  monied  prices  depended 
on  money.  That  money  of  the  standard 
prior  to  1792,  would  support  no  higher 
scale  of  prices  than  the  one  then  existing ; 
would  give  no  higher  price  for  corn  than 
that  which  existed  before  1792;  no 
higher  rent  in  consequence  to  the  land- 
lord, no  higher  profit  to  the  farmer,  or 
wages  to  thjs  labourer  :  that,  the  incomes 
of  all  the  productive  classes  would  be 
reduced  by  this  old  standard ;  and,  on  that 
ground  it  was,  of  the  effect  of  the  old 
standard  to  bring  ,back  all  productive  in- 
come to  the  old  level,  that  his  hon.  friend 
insisted,  that  the  incomes  of  all  public 
servants  ought  to  be  so  brought  back  also. 
This  was  the  argument  of  his  hon.  friend ; 
and  tlie  right  hon.  president  well  knew  it, 
though,  instead  of  meeting  that  argument, 
he  had,  in  the  most  uncandid  manner, 
argued  against  a  view  of  the  subject  oppo- 
site to  that  which  his  hon.  friend  had  taken. 
The  real  argument  of  his  hon.  friend  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  he  had  never  at- 
tempted to  meet;  and  he  (Mr.  Attwood) 
would  tell  him  further,  that,  preposterous 
as  he  might  represent  the  proposition  to 
reduce  the  salaries  of  public  servants  to 
the  level  of  1792,  if  the  old  standard  of 
1792  were  persisted  in,  and  no  corres- 
ponding reduction  of  these  salaries  were 
m  consequence  effected,  those  salaries 
which  had  been  raised  to  meet  the  de- 
basement of  one  standard ;  if  they  were 
not  again  reduced,  with  the  re-establish- 
ment of  another  and  a  higher  standard, 
he  would  Ui\  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that    no  grosser   or  greater  fraud,   had 
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|.han  would  be  practised  by  this  juggle  on 
he  people  of  this  country. 

Into  the  question  at  large  he  (Mr.  A.) 
again  said,  he  should  not  eAter;  but  he  waa 
satisfied,  that  all  the  distress  which  the 
country  had  experienced  in  the  last  twelve 
years  was  essentially  connected  with  it. 
Every  alternation  of  adversity  and  tttc«> 
cess,  which  had  been  felt  since  the  war^ 
had  been  owing  to  corresponding  ahera- 
tions  in  their  monied  system ;  arising  out 
of   the    attempt   to   re-establish   at  the 
peace,  the  old  standard  of  value.    Three 
different  times,  during  this  period,  the  old 
standard  had  been  seen  to  be  re-established  ; 
and  money  of  that  ancient  and. high  val«ie 
had  circultited  as  the  measure  of  modem 
debts  and  engagements ;  and  as  often  had 
the  country  beoi  involved  in  ruinous  em- 
barrassment.   Now,  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  operation,  by  which  tlie  old  standard 
was  introduced  ?  Parliament  decidinr  thai 
the  paper  of  the  Bank.of  England  would 
be  made  payable  in  gold  of  the  old  stand- 
ard of  3/.  17«.  lOid.,  left  to  that  body  to 
make  the  necessary  preparations.     The 
Bank    commenced    those    preparations, 
by  a  reduction  of  the  amount  of  its  notee 
in    circulation.     The   quantity    lessened^ 
those  that  remained   assumed   a  higher 
value.     They  circulated  at  par  with  gold  of 
the  old  standard;  but,  then,wasitfoundthat 
an  advance  in  the  value  of  money,  was  a  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  commodities  ?  With 
the  fall  of  prices,  fell  also  rents,  profits* 
wages.     Commercial,  agricultural,  manu- 
facturing, and  financial  distress  followed"* 
and  a  scene  of  universal  national  embar- 
rassment.   Three  different  times  all  thia 
had  been  witnessed ;  accompanied,  or  fol- 
lowed,   by  intervening  short  periods  of 
prosperity,  occasioned  by  fresh  issues  of 
Bank  notes,  inconsistent  in  their  amount 
with  the  old  standard.  He  referred  the  right 
hon.  president  to  his  own  ai|rument  with 
the  ship-owners.    They  complained  of  the 
distress  they  had  experienced  since  1826^ 
and  ascribed  it  to  the  encouragement  given 
to  foreign  vessels.     His  answer  to  that 
statement  appeared  adequate.    He  shewed 
that   foreign    shipping   was  redaced   in 
quantity  as  much  as  British  shipping,  and 
had  not  therefore  supplanted  it.    Was  it 
not  plain  also,  that,  during  this  same  pe- 
riod, all  other  interests  had  undei^ne  a 
revulsion  as  severe  as  that  of  the  ship- 
owners,  and   that  this  must  have  been 
the  effect,  not  of  any  particular,  but  of 

H>^^  e^mnif  Q9^x^  7   9^h  if  it  ywt  hoc 
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foreigii    competition    which    ruined   the 
ahipping  interest,  to  what  cause  was  their 
diitresa   owing?     The   right  hon.  pre- 
sident told  them  to  over-trading.    Over- 
trading had  destroyed  at  once  the  pros- 
perity of  this  great  branch  of  national 
wealth,  and  of  all  other  great  interests. 
But,  if  the  right  hon.  eentleman  would 
refer  to  the  tables  which  ne  had  appended 
to  his  own  speech  on  the  shipping  ques- 
tion, he  would  perceive  that  another  re- 
vulsion, fully  as  severe  as  the  present,  had 
distressed  tne  shipping  interest  no  later 
than  in  the  years  1819,  1820,  and  1821. 
The  extent  of  the  present  revulsion  as 
measured  by  these  tables,  showed  a  reduc- 
tion of  tonnage  of  about  from  1,700,000 
tons,  to  about  1,400,000  tons.     The  re- 
dscUon  in  tonnage  from  1818  to  1821  was 
fmmabont  1,500,000  to  1 ,000,000  tons. 
And  to  what  origin  was  the  distress  of  that 
period  aaoribed,  extending  to  all  other  great 
raterests,  as  weH  as  to  the  shipping  interest  ? 
They  were  not  then  told  of  over-trading :  that 
was  not  the  prevailing  theory  of  the  day. 
Over-production  was  the  solution  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  col- 
leagues generally,  had  applied  to  that  diffi- 
culty.   The  right  hon.  gentleman  appeared 
to  contradict  Uiis;  but  he  (Mr.  A.)  would 
be  greatly  mistaken,  if  he  had  not  heard 
speeches  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  in 
which  he  had  maintained  that  theory,  as 
well  as  his  colleagues.    A  universal  rage,  it 
was  thought,  had  suddenly  seized  all  the 
prodttctiveclasses,  of  producraggreater,  and 
of  consuming  lesser,  quantities ;  and  thus 
were  all  markets  overstocked  with  commo* 
dities,  and  a  general  glut  occasioned.    But 
if  thev  looked  still  further  back,  thev  would 
almost    immediately   arrive     at    another 
period  of  similar  distress,  shipping,  agri- 
cultural, and  commercial,  and,  in  short, 
general,    fallmg  on  the  years  1815  and 
1816.    And  what  was  the  theory  by  which 
the  members  of  government  explained  the 
distress  of  that  period?    That  ruin,  it 
seemed,  had  sprung  from  a  transition,  as 
it  was  called,  from  war  to  peace.     Tran- 
sition, over-production,  over-trading,  those 
were  the   miserable  theories,    absurd  in 
themselves,  inadequate,  inconsistent,  and 
irreconcilable  with  one  another,  by  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
had  accounted  for  calamities  and  a  condi- 
tion of  distress,  which,  amidst  all  the  ele- 
asents  of  prosperity  existing  around  them, 
had  crushed  the  power  and  exertions  of 
the  people,  and  bad  tbroo  times  placed  tb« 


country  on  the  verge  of  irretrievable  ruin. 
An  inquiry,  such  as  that  now  proposed, 
whenever    fully    and    fairly   gone    into, ' 
would  end  for  ever  these  absurdities ;  and 
would  demonstrate,  that  all  these  revul- 
sions had  been  occasioned  by  one  plain, 
adequate,  and  consistent  cause.     During 
the  war,  they  had   eased   the   burthens 
which  supported  it,  as  fast  as  they  were 
imposed,  by  a  continual  depreciation  of 
the  monied  standard ;  the  weight  of  these 
burthens  was  not  therefore  then  felt ;  but 
at  the  termination  of  the  war,  when  the 
attempt  commenced  of  dischaiging  its  en- 
gagements, together  with  all  existing  pri- 
vate engagements,  all  contracted  in  money  of 
a  low  and  depreciated  standard,  when  all 
these  were  attempted  to  be  discharged  in 
money  of  a  higher  value,  then  it  was  that 
the  burthens  of  the  war  came  to  be  fully 
felt ;  they  were  found  to  be  disproportioned 
to  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  spread  unhrersal  embarrass- 
ment over  all  public  and  private  interests. 
And  what  was  now  their  condition  ?    They 
were  told  of  symptoms  of  returning  pros- 
perity.   But  would  any  gentleman  ven- 
ture to  assert  his  confidence  in  the  perma- 
nence of  that  prosperity  ?    It  could  exist 
only  to  such  a  aegree,  as  would  be  accom- 
panied  with    increased  issues    of   paper 
money ;    and  those    issues,    inconsistent 
with  their  present  monied  standard,  that 
standard  would  drive  in  again,  and  new 
embarrassments  succeed.      Was  not  this, 
then,  a  fit  subject  for  their  inquiry?     It 
was  the  only  great  national  object  to  which 
their  inquiries  could  be  usefully  directed. 
A  committee,  it  seemed,  was  to  be  pro- 
posed in  the  next  session  for  the  purpose 
of  going  through  a  general  examination  of 
the  whole  system  of    finance.     Such  a 
committee,  if  it  did  not  take  for  the  basis 
of   its  inquiries   the  operation    of  their 
monied  system  on  their  finaribes ;  if  the 
committee  should,  as  similar  committees 
had  done,  cautiously  avoid  entering  on 
this  subject,  its  labours  would  be  worse 
than  useless.    On  their  monied  system, 
they  would  find  that  the  receipts  of  their 
revenue  would  mainly  depend ;  and  to  that 
system,  disguise  the  matter  as  much  and 
as  long  as  they  pleased,  must  their  expen- 
diture, be  first  or  last,  brought  to  con- 
form.    With  that  conviction  on  his  mind, 
he  trusted  that  when  the  committee  of 
finance    should  be   proposed,    his    hon, 
friend  (Mr.  Davenport),  or  some  other  hon, 

membtr,  would  a^o  Imog  tbia  question 
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before  the  House;  and  that  task  he  would 
himself  discharge  if  it  did  not  fall  into 
otheri  and  abler  hands. 

Mr»  Buskissxm  said,  he  never  had,  as 
the  hon.  member  had  accused  him  of 
doing,  treated  the  minorities  of  that  House 
with  ooDtempt.  He  would,  however, 
treat  with  soverei^^n  contempt  the  tissue 
of  misrepresentations  which  made  up  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  member,  and  would 
not  trouble  himself  to  contradict  them. 

Mr.  Attwood  retorted  upon  the  right 
hoB.  sentleman  the  expressions  which 
he  had  applied  to  his  observations,  de- 
siring to  assure  the  right  bon.  gentleman, 
that  there  was  no  degree  of  contempt 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  express, 
that  he  (Mr.  Attwood)  did  not  equally 
feel  towaids  the  statements  of  the  rq^ht  hon. 
gentleman. 

Mr.  E,  Davenport,  in  reply,  said: — ^It 
is  rather  hard  that  I  should  be  reproached 
by  the  ministers  tox  a  delay  which  has 
only  occurred  in  compliance  with  their 
special  request,  and  to  be  taxed  with  re- 
commending a  reduction  of  the  standard ; 
whereas  I  merely  showed  that  the  abuses 
of  the  system,  expressly  guarding  myself 
against  making  any  remedialproposition,  it 
being  matter  of  perfect  indifierence  to  me, 
personally,  whether  the  system  of  the  stand- 
ard, or  the  ratio  of  taxation  is  changed,  and 
one  or  other  must  be.  The  member  for 
Coventry  says,  high-priced  com  caused 
tlM  distress  of  the  people,  but  he  seems 
to  forget,  that  all  the  working  classes  were 
in  fuU  employment  in  1825,  when,  al- 
though wheat  was  155,  the  quarter  higher 
than  at  present^  the  master  manufacturers 
gave  enormously  high  wages,  and  the  men 
worked  three  or  four  days  only  in  the 
week,  and  drank  during  the  rest  of  it. 
The  ol^ect  of  my  motion  is  to  enforce  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  the  subject. 
I  perfectly  %cqnit  the  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  havmg^  being  able  to 
comprehend  the  drift  of  a  portion  of  my 
speech,  inasmuch  as  he  was  more  agreeably 
employed  than  in  attending  to  it,  by 
talking  with  his  friends*  He  alludes  to 
the  dworepancies  of  those  who  followed 
ma  in  the  debate,  as  if  the  mover  was  ac- 
countable for  the  different  views  taken  by 
all  who  think  proper  to  deliver  their  sen- 
timents upon  toe  subject ;  but  he  has  not 
answered  the  principle  allc^tions,  whe- 
ther against  the  system,  or  those  who  mis- 
managed it. — He  argues  that,  because  the 
Qouie  iiegative4  the  proposition  of  the 
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member  for  Esssx,  in  1833,  therefore  it  is 
bound  to  do  the  same  by  all  future  propo« 
sitions,  in  spite  of  all  the  mischief  that  can 
possibly  occur  at  any  subsequent  period. 
He  has  not  answered  to  the  chargie  of  tg* 
norano^  and  inconsistency  preferred,  and, 
as  I  conceivei  demonstrated,  against  the 
government  -—  he  has  not  aocOuntBd 
for  neglecting  to  redeem  his  own  pledge, 
made  last  year,  to  take  the  restoration  of 
the  silver  standard  under  bis  considera« 
tion — he  has  neglected  to  show  by  what 
process  a  permanently  higher  range  of 
prices  can  be  maintained  here  than  on  the 
continent)  so  long  as  we  employ  the  same 
medium  of  value.  He  has  spoken  of  tha 
currency  as  finally  settled  in  1819,  where* 
as  it  was  tampered  with  by  a  change  ia 
the  one^und  note  act  b  1833,  axid  agaia 
in  1836 ;  and  whereas  there  is  a  tampering 
with  the  currency  constantly  going  on,  by 
means  of  fixdiequer  bills ;  every  manoeuna 
in  which,  upon  a  large  scale  is,  as  regards 
the  commerceof  thecountry,  avirtual  alter- 
ation of  thestandard  duriug  the  period  of  its 
operation.  Neither  has  be  explained  to  tha 
House  why  he  and  his  colleagues  havo  kept 
the  large  measure  for  their  salaries,  after 
giving  a  small  measure  to  the  public  which 
pays  them.  I  have  brought  on  this  mo* 
tion,  and,  I  fear,  wearied  &e  House*  Aom 
a  strong  feeling  that  such  uras  my  duty. 
My  friends  and  supporters  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  useless  to  press  it,  I  shall  diere^ 
fore  withdraw  the  proposition,  reserving  to 
myself  the  power  of  renewing  it  at  some 
more  convenient  opportunity. 
The  motion  wto  then  withdrawn, 

PnBSTOH  BOBOUOH  EtfiCTIOV  Bttt.] 

Mr.  Stanley  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  taking  the  poll  at 
elections  for  Preston.  At  present  it  was  im* 
possible,  that  all  the  inhabitants  could  be 
polled.  His  object  was,  to  supply  a  speciflc 
remedy  to  this  evil.  He  did  not  mean  to 
press  it  at  present,  but  only  to  ask  leave 
to  bring  it  in,  and  have  it  printed,  in  order 
to  submit  it  to  the  parties  most  interested. 
Mr.  J.  Wood  said,  that  he  and  his  hon.  ool* 
league  were  fully  agreed  upon  the  subject. 
The  suffrage  at  r  reston  was  very  extensiw, 
and  many  voters,  in  oonsequence  of  the 
custom  adopted,  were  unable  to  come  up 
to  the  poll.  The  intended  bill  was  wf  in* 
novation  :  it  was  founded  upon  two  WUs, 
one  in  force  in  Ireland,  md  another  in 
Westminster,    Instead  of  oireuasseribing 
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Ibesii  beciMse  tvery  votet  would  be  ent*- 
bled  to  tender  his  vote  within  the  time 
Umitad  by  law. 

Mr.  Hume  enforced  the  priciple  of  elec- 
tion by  ballot 

Mr.  i\r«  Calvert  hoped  never  to  see  the 
day  when  that  demoralizing  principle 
riioold  be  introduced  into  elections  [loud 
Glieets]^  The  lower  order  of  voters  must 
necessarily  be  inftuenoed,  when  few,  by 
bribery,  and  when  numerous  by  cajolery 
of  some  sort  or  other.  Their  only  remedy ^ 
m  cases  of  balloti  would  be  hypocrisy^ 
pfomising  the  vote  one  way  and  giving 
H  another. 

Mr,  MamJt  thought  the  suggestion  en- 
titled to  consideration. 

Mr.  P.  Tkompeon  said,  it  was  mu<^ 
more  easy  to  make  assertions,  than  it  was 
to  meet  one  argument  by  another.  The  ar- 
gument of  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
waSy  that  the  exercise  of  undue  influence 
would  be  prevented  by  a  system  of  ballot ; 
and  the  member  for  Hertfordshire  met 
this  by  hoping  that  he  might  never  live  to 
the  day  when  such  a  system  would 
il.  The  surest  way  to  prev^t  the 
eaeroise  of  bad  passions,  worse  than  hy- 
pocrisy, was  to  take  away  the  occasion  oi 
calling  those  bad  passions  into  operation, 
and  leaving  the  voter  to  the  exercise  of  his 
own  free  will ;  which,  in  the  case  of  the 

KHr,  could  only  be  properly  effected  by 
lot. 

Mr.  F.  Fitzgerald  contended,  from  the 
example  of  those  countries  where  the  mode 
of  election  was  by  ballot,  that  such  a  mode 
was  not  free  from  influence,  and  by  no 
means  favourable  to  liberty. 

Lord  Rameliffe  said,  that  he  knew  that 
many  of  the  voters  of  Nottingham  had 
been  deterred  from  coming  to  the  poll  by 
the  fear  of  losing  their  places. 

Mr.  Wtwlmrtan  thought  the  suggestion 
worthy  of  consideration. 

Mr*  Stuart*WoTtley  recommended  the 
leaving  the  matter  to  the  general  measure 
which  was  in  the  hands  of  a  noble  lord. 

Mr.  A.  Dawson  saw  no  reason  why  a 
mati  voting  by  ballot  should  not  declare 
for  whom  he  voted.  The  principle  was 
said  to  be  unfavourable  to  liberty  ;  but 
lei  the  Home  look  to  America,  where 
every  man  voted  according  to  his  consci- 
ence, without  bribery,  alehouses,  or  the 
1S0,000/.  which  was  lately  spent  upon  an 
election  for  Yorkshire. 

Sir  C.  Forbee  said,  that  in  all  elections 
fen  aUowMice  at  from  twenty  to  twenty- 


five  per  ceski  w»  made  for  votes  promised, 
but  not  given.  It  was  quite  ridioulouB  for 
the  advocates  of  the  present  system  to 
complain  of  the  demoralizing  tendency  of 
elections  by  ballot.  He  objected  not  to 
reform,  but  to  this  pettifogging  mode  of 
effecting  it ;  it  did  not  go  at  once  to  the 
root  of  the  evil.  He  should  like  to  see 
every  member,  on  entering  the  House, 
compelled,  under  the  paios  of  perjury,  to 
swear  that  he  had  not  obtained  his  seat  by 
corrupt  means. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

HOU&E   OF   LORDS. 
nuTsday,  Jtime  14. 

Sale  of  Gams  Bix*l.]  The  Marquis 
of  Salisbury  moved  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  for  authorising  the  Sale  of  Game. 

The  Earl  of  Rosehery  did  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  bill,  though  he  thought  their 
loi^hips  had  lately  rejected  a  better  bill ; 
but  to  explain  that,  it  would  be  of  no  use 
to  extend  its  proviuons  to  Scotland.  In 
that  country,  there  already  existed  a  laW| 
which  authorised  duly  qusuified  perBoxis  to 
sell  game. 

The  Earl  of  WmcMUea  opposed  the 
bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  grant 
facilities  to  poachen,  and  that  it  was  un* 
just  to  limit  the  power  of  selling  game  to 
qualified  individuals.  He  moved  that  it 
be  read  a  third  time  that  day  three  months* 

Upon  the  question,  *'  that  this  bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time ;"  the  numbers  were  s 
— Not-contente  32,  Proxies  15;  Total 
47:  Contente  31,  Proxies  13 1  Total 
44 ;  Majority  against  the  bill  d«  Upon 
the  second  question,  that  the  words  **  this 
day  three  months"  be  inserted,  the  num- 
bers were: — Not-contents  54;  Contents 
38 ;  Majority  against  the  btll  16. 
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Monday f  June  18. 

Corn  Trade.]  Mr.  Cannmg  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  notice  for  to-morrow 
of  a  motion  on  the  sulject  of  the  Com* 
trade.  He  said,  he  was  prepared,  on  the 
part  of  his  m^^esty's  government,  to  sub- 
mit to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House 
certain  resoluti<ms  relative  to  the  Corn- 
laws;  but  the  course  he  should  pursue 
must,  in  a  great  degree,  depend  upon  the 
course  which  the  hon.  member  for  Essex 
meant  to  pursue  with  respect  to  his  motion. 
If  the  boD.  member  meant  to  persevere  in 
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his  motion  to-night,  then  it  was  probable 
that  he  (Mr.  Canning)  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  proposing  his  resolutions  by 
way  of  amendment  to  the  hon.  member's 
motion;  but  this  must  entirely  depend 
upon  the  turn  which  the  discussion  should 
take. 

Mr.  F,  Lewis  implored  the  House  not 
to  lose  a  moment  in  considering  this  great 
auestion.  It  was  not  right  that  they 
sQOuld  delay  altering  the  appalling  posi- 
tion in  which  the  country  was  placed  by 
the  failure  of  the  late  bill. 

Mr.  Western  observed,  that  nothing  had 
occurred  to.  induce  him  to  alter  the  course 
which  he  proposed  to  pursue.  His  inten- 
tion was,  to  propose  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  of  the  acts  of 
1815  and  1822,  respecting  the  Corn- 
trade. 

The  House  having  accordingly  resolved 
itself  into  the  said  committee, 

Mr.   Western  said,  he  should  confine 
himself  to  a  very  few  observations  in  sub  • 
mitting  his  first  resolution.     It  should  be 
observed,  that  he  had  given  his  notice  ten 
days  ago.     He  had,    upon  giving    that 
notice,  shortly  explained  the  object  he  had 
in  view,  and  it  was  really  confined  to  a 
simple  proposition;    namely,   to  remove 
the  suspensive  clause  from  the  Corn-bill 
of  1822,  and  allow  all  its  other  provisions 
to  come  into  full  operation.     It  was  ne- 
cessary to  recollect,  that  in   1822  there 
was  a  committee  appointed,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  distresses  under  which 
the  agricultural  interest  were  labouring; 
that  committee  sat  for  months.    The  late 
lord  Londonderry  attended  it  with  patience 
and  perseverance;  and  he  afterwards  in- 
troduced this  act  to  regulate  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  corn.     It  might  appear 
that  he  (Mr.  Western)  was  acting  incon- 
sistently, in  now  proposing  to  bring  into 
operation  aiAict,  the  passing  of  which  he 
strenuously  opposed  in  1822.     But  this 
seeming  inconsistency  was  easily  explained, 
by  stating  that  he  opposed  it  as  versus  the 
bill  of  1815.     He  preferred  the  act  of 
1815,  as  it  gave  a  more  decided  protection 
to  the  grower,  than  that  of  1822;  and 
because  he  thought  it  extraordinary,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  to  diminish  the 
price  of  agricultural  produce,  at  a  period 
when   the  agriculturists    were    labouring 
under  the  greatest  distress.     Well,  the 
act  did  pass,  and  it  appeared  strange  to 
him,  that  there  should  be  inserted  in  it 
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which,  in  eflfect,  prevented  its  coining  at 
all  into  operation,  save  upon  a  contin- 
gency, which  nobody  foresaw,  and  which, 
in  fact,  had  never  come  to  pass.    Five 
y^ars  had  elapsed,  and  during  that  time 
the  price  of  wheat  had  never  risen  to  80s. 
By  the  act  of  1815,  wheat  could  not  be 
imported  until  the  home  price  was  80^. ; 
by  the  act  of  1822,  the  importation  price 
was  70s.  with  a  duty  of  12$.  and  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  5s.  under  certain  circum- 
stances.   The  hon.  member  proceeded  to 
show  the  gradual  reductions  to  be  made  in 
the  duty  as  the  price  rose  to  and  above 
80s.,  and  went  on  to  observe,  that  he 
could  not  anticipate  any  objection  to  a 
motion,  on  his  part,  to  allow  the  measure 
of  1822,  supported  as  it  had  been  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  to  come 
into  operation.     Some  hon.  members  ob- 
jected to  his  plan,  on  the  ground  that  if 
com  rose  to  70s.  we  should  incur  the 
danger  of  having  the  country  inundated 
with  foreign  corn.     He  maintained,  that 
no  danger  of  that  kind  was  to  be  appre- 
hended.   The  price,  according  to  the  last 
returns,  was  58s. ;  but  since  that  period 
he  understood  from  a  friend,  whose  letter 
he  held  in  his  hand,  that  there  had  been  a 
rise  of  ds.  or  4s.     This,  it  was  said,  was 
caused  by  the  late  bill  having  been  lost  in 
another   place     [hear,    hear!].     Though 
this  was  the  case,  still  there  was  no  fear 
of  a  great  rise  of  prices  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  promise  which  we  had  of  an  abundant 
harvest   was   calculated   to    keep    them 
down.     Besides,  it  should  be  recollected, 
that  wheat  rose  3s.  or  4s.  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  bill 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and  that  circumstance 
caused  an  alarm  in    the   public    mind. 
When  prices  were  at  67s.  it  was  stated, 
that   we    were  comfortable  and   happy. 
But  now  that  prices  were  at  58s.,  alarm 
was  said  to  be  spread  abroad  in  all  (quar- 
ters.    The  fact  was,  that  with  the  di£Per- 
ent  variations  in  the  value  of  our  currencv 
at  different  times,  it  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  legislate  at  all  with  respect  to  com. 
But  they  were  compelled  to  do  what  they 
thought  best  for  the  interests  as  well  of 
the  agriculturists  as  of  the  community  at 
large.    ^11  he  asked  at  present  waa»  uiat 
an  act  which  had  stooa  on  the  Statute- 
book  for  five  years — an  act  which  had 
been  passed  by  that  House   upon    the 
serious  recommendation  of  a  committee — 
should  have  a  fair  trial.     It  might  be  said, 
that  ministers  would  bavi^  the  power  of 
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preventing  corn  from  becoming  dear  by  an 
order  in  council.  He  did  not  fear  that,  if 
thi»  power  was  given  to  ministers,  they 
would  use  it  otherwise  than  discreetly  and 
cautiously.  But  that  was  not  the  ques- 
tion. It  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to 
provide,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  against  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  such  measures, 
unless  at  times  of  unforeseen  and  pressing 
necessity.  He  maintained  that,  if  his 
measure  was  adopted,  such  a  necessity 
would  be  obviated.  Upon  the  various 
occasions  that  the  Corn-laws  had  been 
brought  under  discussion,  he  had  taken 
a  lively  interest  in  them.  He  had  never 
looked  upon  this  as  a  personal  or  a  party 
question,  and  had  never  taken  any  part 
upon  it  upon  private  or  party  considera- 
tions. He  had  always  felt  that  this  coun- 
try should  put  an  obligation  upon  itself, 
and  provide  sufficient  food  for  its  inhabit- 
ants ;  as  he  was  perfectly  sure  it  could  do 
with  industry,  attention,  and  management, 
instead  of  relying  upon  foreign  countries 
for  our  supplies.  This  was  the  wisdom 
and  the  policy  of  some  of  our  wisest  legis- 
lators and  statesmen ;  and  never  had  the 
doctrine  been  more  ably  and  eloquently 
enforced  than  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite.  He  looked  upon  the  act 
of  1815  as  a  perfect  settling  of  the  Corn- 
question;  and  he  was  sure  that  it  was 
viewed  in  the  same  light  by  ministers,  ^y 
the  House,  and  by  the  country  at  large ; 
and,  therefore,  he  opposed  the  act  of 
1822,  because  he  considered  it  to  be  an 
invasion  of  that  settlement,  and  a  breach 
of  public  confidence. — ^The  hon.  member 
concluded  by  moving  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

'*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mission, that  so  much  of  the  Act  of  the 
3rd  Geo.  4th  cap.  60,  relating  to  the  im- 
portation of  com,  as  renders  the  provisions 
of  those  acts  dependent  on  the  admission 
of  foreign  wheat  for  home  consumption, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  55th 
Geo.  3rd,  cap.  26,  should  be  repealed. 

•*  That  the  Scale  of  Prices  at  which  the 
home  consumption  of  Foreign  Com,  Meal, 
Wheat,  or  Flour,  is  admitted  by  the  said 
Act  of  the  55th  of  Geo.  3rd,  shall  cease 
and  determine;  and  that  henceforth  all 
and  every  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  of 
the  3rd  Geo.  4th  shall  be  in  force  the  same 
as  if  they  had  not  been  made  dependent 
upon  the  admission  of  Foreign  Wheat  for 
home  consumption  under  the  said  Act  of 
fht  5Sth  Geo.  Srd,** 


Mr.  Canning  rose  and  said :  —  Sir,  the 
first  observation  I  shall  make  upon  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  member  is,  that  I  con- 
sider the  tone  and  manner  with  which  he 
has  introduced  his  motion  exactly  suited 
to  the  discussion  of  a  great  question  in- 
volving so  deeply  the  interests  as  well  of 
the  agriculturists  as  of  the  community  at 
large.    I  beg  to  assure  the  hon.  member, 
that  I  shall  address  myself  to  the  question 
in  the  same  spirit ;  and  whatever  may  be 
the  future  opinion  I  may  feel  it  right,  in 
justice  to  myself,  to  others,  and  to  the 
king's  government,    to  express,    1  shall 
abstain  from  all  allusion  to  what  may  have 
taken  place.    This,  however,  I  will  say, 
not  because  I  do  not  feel  the  provocation, 
but  because  1  do  not  think  this  the  most 
proper  time  for  doing  so.     I  can  conceive 
no  species  of  faction  more  inexcusable, 
more  blameable,  or  more  wicked,  than  that 
which  would  make  a  subject  touching  the 
vital  interests,  and  involvmg  the  prosperity 
of  the  whole  community,  a  ground  for 
excitine  party  feelings,  or  exasperating 
politico  animosities  [cheers].      Sir,   the 
next  observation  I  have  to  make  is,  that 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  gentleman  is 
one  to  which,  as  he  has  laid  it  down,  I 
cannot  entirely  accede,  and  which  1  think, 
even  according  to  his  own  view  of  the 
subject,  and  the  reasons  he  has  given  for 
its  adoption,  is  one  he  cannot  hope  to  see 
carried  into  effect.    I  do  not  think  that 
his  proposition  is  one  at  all  calculated  to 
meet  tnose  circumstances  of  the  country, 
which  he  seems  to   think  render  some 
proposition  necessary,  and  which  he  also 
supposes  call  for  the  adoption  of  his  par- 
ticular resolution.     His  reasons  seem  to 
me  to  amount  to  this — that  as  the  old  com 
bill,  I  mean  that  which  was  first  passed, 
has  introduced  a  system,  that  every  one 
agrees  requires  alteration  ;  and  as  the  bill 
that  has  lately  passed  this  House,  and 
which  would  have  afforded  the  required 
alteration,  has,  through  no  fault  of  ours, 
been  lost  in  another  place,  we  should  now 
turn  to  account^another  bill  passed  some  few 
years  since ;  which  bill,  however,  he  is  forced 
at  the  same  time  to  acknowledge,  possesses 
so  many  defects  in  principle,  that  it  has 
never  been  brought  into  operation;  and 
which  contains  among  others  that  clause 
which  I  will    call   the   deterring  clause, 
namely,  that  which  prevented  ^e  ratro- 
duction  into  our  markets  of  foreign  wheat, 
until  our  own  wheat  had  attained  the  price 
I  of  80«.~a  clause  which  was  no  betterthan 
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9  Iragtear,  apd  whicl^  ^^l»^  prevented 
llffit  ^)l  ix^  being  efficient  afu}  operative. 
i  adiiait,  Sir,  t^^f  there  are  cjrcumstancee 
ip  tj^e  pouQtiy,  9^^\i  as  reqiaire  aome  inter- 
ppsition  of  the  legislature ;  bi^t  I  do  thiak 
thftt  tlie  hpn.  geotlefnaii  is  asking  too 
m^qh  of  tnis  branch  of  the  legislatiqre, 
wnen  be  desires  the  committee  to  cpnsider 
of  some  prDceediqg  tQ  meet  those  circum- 
jitanpes ;  ai»4  in  entering  upon  that  con- 
sideratio|iy  to  retract  their  latest  and  most 
^at^re  deliberation)  >  and  to  adopt  fi  bill 
wh^chh^  always  been  acknowledged  to 
be  defective,  ratheir  t]ian  resort  to  the 
principles  at  les^  of  that  mes^ure,  which* 
as  it  seems  ^  me,  has  been  unmeritedly 
thrpwn  aside.  Who,  I  ask,  Sir,  in  the 
course  of  the  last  discussion  upon  th^ 
state  of  the  Corn-laws,  eve^f  once  pi'oposed 
to  fict  evei^  upo;^  th^  principle  of  the  bill 
^f  1822  ?  None.  None,  at  l^t^  without 
a  ma^al  alteration  in  the  provisions  9^ 
that  apt,  which,  from  its  known  deficiencies, 
has  beei^  ^  dead  |^er  fro^  the  very  date 
of  its  enac^qie^t-  In  making  his  psaposi- 
tion,  the  hon.  geptlemai^  h?^  assumed  it 
to  ^  necessary,  upon  other  considerations 
hesftdes  those  to  which  I  have  allude4* 
^ui  even  there  his  reasoning  seems  to  me 
eav^lly  ii^coAclusive.  He  says,  that  the 
H9use  of  Coip^^ions  have  lately  passed  a 
biill,  ix|  which  62s.  was  stated  as  the  re^ 
n^unen^tisig  pric^ ;  t^^t  that  biUt,,  without 
^y  fauH  pf  oun^  a^d,  b^  it  observed  too^ 
without  ^Qy  impeachment  of  the  principle 
of  the  biU  itself,  has  been  reacted  eUe^ 
wheie,  in  conse(|^ence  of  which,,  a  diffi- 
culty has  arisen,  and  an  alarm  haa  been 
created  thsoughoHt  the  country — erg(^  as 
the  difficulty  exists,  it  muM  be  remoyed, 
and  a^  alarm  has  been  created,  it  must  be 
pacified  *r  and  the  difficulty  and  the  alana 
both  beii^g  claused  by  the  high  price  of 
com,  he  proposes  to,  remove  the  one, 
and  to  pa^c^  the  other,  by  destroying  the 
remun^^rating  price  of  62«.,  and  by  re^ 
tii^ning  to  the  price  of  70«.,  which  it  was 
Qu,r  object  lat^y  to  diminisb  [hear  I  and  a 
laugh j.  It  is,  really  impossible  to  establish 
any  other  proposition  than,  that  which  I 
have  y^  stated,  as  the  consequence  of  his 
arguments*  The  hpn.  gentlemajx  ought 
not  als(>,  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  circum- 
stance, that  ia  the  recent  discussions  in 
this.  Uouse  upon  the  subject  of  the  Com- 
laws,^  it  was  not  only  the  price,  but  the 
principle,  which,  came  under  considecalMon ; 
and,  the  question,  therefore,  which  we  h^ve 
to  oonmar  is,,  not  oidy  whether  we  can 


agree  to  the  substi|;9tion  of  70«.  for  68r. 
hut  also,  whether  the  more  matured  dar 
cision  of  this  House  shall  be  abaodoned* 
and  whether  we  shall  withdraw  our  si}]^^oft 
from  those  principles  on  which  that  de* 
cision  was  founded,  for  no  other  reaaon 
than  that  those  principles  have  not  been 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  approi- 
bation  elsewhere  ?  Yet,  such  is  the  con- 
duct which  the  ban.  gentleman  wishes  us 
to  pursue}  and  without  any  arguments 
to  shew  the  incorrectness  of  the  concla- 
sions  to  which  we  then  arrived,  he  calls 
upon  us  to  abandon  what  we  haw  done^ 
and  to  retract  the  deliberate  decision  we 
have  lately  made—  to  disclaim  all  we  have 
been  before  declaring  necessary — ^in  short, 
to  go  back  to  the  principle  of  prohibitiao. 
I  do  not  say  ^at  the  hon-  gentleman  has 
been  unab\e  to  make  his  propositions!  dear 
to  the  House  from  the  want  of  eapeioity  in 
himself.  {  do  not  say  that  it  is  from  want 
of  ability,  or  of  knowledge,  or  of  expi^eBoe 
(all  of  which  he  possesses),  that  he  has 
not  succeeded  in  furnishing  the  Houee 
with  a  smgle  reason  for  the  coime  he 
requires  us  to  pursue.  Perhaps^  that  he 
has  not  done  so  is  more  to  be  attribnted  to 
the  nature  of  his  proposition  itaelf»  than  tt 
any  other  circumstance.  I  agree,  Sti\ 
with  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  somiatting 
i»  necessary  to  he  done ;  but  the.  ndnt  I 
stmuld  lay  down  ufon  ^  subjiect  is  a  very 
plaini  one.  As,  I  presume,  the  Houses  m 
Commons  is  not  so  reduced  e^  to  a^i»e 
what  its  mee^hera  have  deelofed  to  be 
necessary  pnnciplea,L  to  reB(^ind  their  de- 
liberate resolutions,  and  to  throw  eway  as 
waste  pape«  that  bill  which  diey  hm^  so 
much,  and  so  carefully  considered,  mereirf 
because  in  a  eertein  assembly,,  wbtch,  for 
many  reasons,  is  entitled  to  onr  respect^ 
they  did  not  happen  to  be  entestaioed 
witk  that  courtesy  which,  might  hn^e  been 
expected,  but  were  made  the  sut^i  of 
an  amendment^  which  not  merely  went  ta 
rescind  whal;  wo  had  enacted^  but  to  inJxo* 
ducd  principles,  tha^  besides  being  new^ 
were  positively  contrary  to  what  we  had 
determined  to  be  necessary,.  I#et  the 
House  themseLv^  leel  this  as  they  may. 
If  there  be  a  single  spark  of  pride  09  of 
shame  in  itj,  they  will  not  submit  to>  ilw 
While,  however,  on  one  hand,  L  sbonU 
say  that  ve  ought  not  to  submit  to 
change  oar  opinions^  and  to  abandooi  our 
principles,  without  being  sntisfod  that  lae 
were  mistaken,,  yet  I  should  most  sineeady 
wish,  on  the  other,  thnt  the.  bill  vAith  t 
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WW  pn^pcMB  to  intfpduce  dumU  be  ai 
|i^  liable  a»  po««ibte  to  any  obj^tions 
t^(  may  tbcow  impediivMsnto  in  the  vay 
of  it«  hemg  pufseci*    }  should,  tberefore» 
lay  down  as  a  rule  tp  guid^  us  io  fnuniog 
^  n$m  bill,  tfia(  it  should  not,  if  possible, 
run  Qounler  to  any  thing  which  we  have 
fsa#QD  to  \)f\\fi^Ye  will  occasion  its  loss  in 
auothe?  vIm^*    While,  therefore,  on  the 
ons  l^pidi  I  do  not  wish  that  we  should 
yield  one  tittle  of  our  privileges,  so,  on  the 
other,  1  am  not  desirouf  that  thispenod 
of  tn^  session  shpuk}  pass  without  our 
enacting  a  measune  that   may  produce 
tfiffki^  practical  good*    That  such  a  mea- 
sufe  should  l:ie  perfect  is  more  than  can 
pp^ibly  be  expected ;  but  something  is 
9^^esif|ry  to  be  d(»ie  at  once ;  and  time 
^uiiioui^  ffiH  then  remain  fully  to  consider 
the  lute^tiouf  tha(   may  afterwards  be 
diee^ied  necessaiy.    The  fimt  rule,  there- 
fore, that  I  would  adopt,  ahould  be  to  do 
mfiai^  that  may  ensure  ccmtradiction 
elsewhere ;  and  secondly,  that  we  should 
4o  no  mose  than  is  absolutely  neceswy 
a(  the  present  moment ;  since,  after  what 
b{i|s  passed  here,  and  in  the  other  bouse 
of  parliam^t,  every  body  must  be  satia- 
fyfif  that,  in  the  next  session,  the  whole 
subject  must  be  fully  re-considered.    The 
thi^  rule  I  would  establish  is^  that  con- 
ceding every  thing  that  may  fairly  be  re- 
q^iired  from  us,  we   should  begin  with 
spirit  wbf^ever  we  intend  to  do,  and  should 
firaqi^  ofir  bill  on  those  principles  which 
have  been  coucfured  in  here,    and  on 
w^iich  wa  have  legislated.    Now,  as  far 
as  ife  have  the  means  of  knowing,  the 
principle  of  the  bill  we  have  alreadY  pass- 
ed fasff  not  been  touched-    Indeed,  that 
bi|l,  wlien  it  was  discussed  in  the  other 
House  upon  principle,  passed  its  second 
reading  by  a  large  majority.    The  imme- 
diate evil  against  which  we  have  to  pro- 
vide is,  tl|e  alarm  that  the  loss  of  that 
bill  has  occasioned — an  alarm  which,  if 
tl^e  sUtements  of  spme  hop.  gentlemen 
are  not  exaggerated,  must  be  very  oon- 
aiderable.    If  the  alarm  is  no|  great  now, 
I  trust  most  sincerely,  that  the  minds  of 
fuen^ill  imt  become  n&ore  excited,  and, 
at  least,  that  the  amount  of  evil  may  not 
he  exaggerated.     1  knf>w  that  if  alarm 
does  at  present  exist,  we  have  great  reason 
to  iear  that  it  maj  be  made  the  9ubject 
of  exaggeration ;  ior  the  period  at  which 
such  an  a^m  is  likely  to  oe  the  greatest, 
is  between  the  present  tinie  and  that  of 
^  ^WW  io  of  tl)f  fojlQwiPg  tanrest; 


in  other  words,  between  the  expenditiina 
of  the  stock  in  hand,  an4  the  psoriod  of 
obtaining  the  new  supply.    At  this  mo- 
ment I  am  happy  to  say,  that,  from  all 
the  accounts  we  have  received,  these  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  no  gmund 
for  alarm  exists ;  for  the  harvest  |[Hx>mises 
to  be  moat  abundant :  but,  notwitfastandr 
ing  this,  I  understand  there  is  an  apnre- 
hension,  that  the  fiuluie  of  the  bill  wbkk 
lately  passed  this  House  may  create  an 
alarm  which  may  be  much  exaggerated, 
if  the  report  should  be  ^iread  abroad, 
that  nothing  is  intended  to  be  done  by 
pailiaRient.     Now,    it  does  so  happen, 
that,  by  the  natneai  operation  of  the  bill 
(for  the  minds  of  men  were,  in  some  de- 
gree, prepared  to  expect  that  it  would 
pass  into  a  lanr),   a  great  quantity  cif 
foreign  com  has  been  mtroduced  into  the 
oonatry;  and  there  are,  at  this  moment, 
about  five  hundred  aiid  sixtv  thpusand 
quarters  of  foreign  com  in  the  ports  of 
Bngiand.     As  these  have  been  broupfht 
hither  on  the  expectation  that  their  un- 
portation  wonid  be  sanctioned  by  law, 
something  must  be  done  with  them;  and, 
as  the  principle  of  the  bill  that  passed 
this  House,  nas  not  been  impeached  in 
the  other  house  of  pariiamont,  I  feel  no 
hesitation  in  making  a  proposition  on  the 
subject.    Ifwopose,  then,  that  these  fiae 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  qnarten  of 
foreign  com,  now  in  bond  in  &is  countiy, 
shoiud  be  let  out,  not  by  an  act  of  tim 
government  (for  greatly  as  the  faon.  gentle- 
man fears  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  I  assuce  him 
that  he  is  not  more  unwilling  to  confer 
such  a  power  than  we  are  to  exercise  it), 
but  that  they  should  come  out  under  the 
provisions  of  the  bill    now  before   the 
House.     To  that  part  of  the  faiU  there 
was  no  objection  in  die  other  house  of 
parliament ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  now 
propose,   that  the  quantity  of  com  in 
warehouse  in  this  country,  or  which  may 
be  brought  into  warehouse  here  before  the 
1st  of  July,  shall  be  allowed  to  come  oat, 
under  such  resuktions  and  regulations, 
both  wilh  respect  to  price  and  duty,  as 
would  have  been  in  existence,  had  the  bill 
which   passed  diis  House  assumed   the 
authority  of  a  law.    To  that  purpose,  at 
least,  the  bill  may  be  supposed  to  base 
paaied  into  a  law ;  since  umt  part  of  its 
provisbns  was  not  objected  to  in  dm  other 
House.     The  point  which  impeded  the 
Visaing  of  the  lull  was  quite  of  another 
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description.    At  the  same  time  I  believe, 
that,  with  respect  to  the  regulations  on 
which  foreign  com  was  to  have  been  im-  ! 
ported  hereafter,  an  amendment  was  pro-  { 
posed  and  negatived.    I  state  this  with 
the  view  of  showing,  that,  in  what  I  pro- 
pose we    should    do  with    reference  to 
bonded  com,  we  shall  not  be  ranning  the 
risk  of  engaging  in  a  conflict  with  the 
other  House— a  conflict  which  I  should 
extremely   deprecate. — ^The    only    other 
point  ^to  which  I  wish  to  allude,  is  with 
reference  to  another  species  of  com,  very 
small  in  its  amount ;  but,  with  respect  to 
the  importation  of  which  there  are  peculiar 
circumstances  of  favour — I  mean  the  com 
of  Canada,  for  the  shipping  of  which  pre- 
parations have  already  been  made,  and 
for  which  bills  have  been  transmitted  here, 
on  the  faith  that  such  com  might  legally 
be  imported.    This  is  the  only  proposition 
which,  under  present  circumstances,  the 
government  think  proper  to  submit  to  the 
House.     My  first  proposition  is,  to  let 
loose  the  com  now  in  bond,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  bill  itself; 
and  then  to  let  in,  under  the  same  re- 
strictions, the  com  of  Canada,  which  has 
been  shipped  on  the  faith  of  the  bill.    To 
neither  of  these  parts  of  the  bill  was  the 
smallest  objection  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords;    and  the  amendment  which  lost 
the  bill  was,  as  far  as  I  understand  the 
matter,  one  which  did  not  touch  them  in 
the  least.     In  proposing  them.  Sir,  for  the 
consideration  of  this  committee,   I  am, 
therefore,  doing  that  which  will  not  bring 
us  within  the  risk  of  a  conflict  with  the 
other  House,  since  the  principles  on  which 
I  now  wish  to  act  are  thoee-that  met  with 
no  objection,  and  were,  in  fact,  adopted 
from  us.     This  act  of  legislation  is,  how- 
ever, but  temporary  in  its  nature  ^    as  I 
propose  it  shall  last  no  longer  than  the  1st 
of  May  in  the  following  year.     I  sh^Il  do 
this  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  early 
attention  of  parliament  to  a  subject  which 
I  cannot  but  consider  of  vital  importance. 
It  is  my  earnest  wish  that  one  of  the  first 
acts  of  the  legislature,  in  the  ensuing  year, 
may  be,  to  reconsider  the  act  of  the  pre- 
sent session ;  and,  by  the  experience  we 
shall  then  have  had,  I  think  we  shall  pos- 
sess the  best  means  of  entering  on  that 
re-consideration.    Between  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  myself  there  is  a  wide  prac- 
tical difference.    I  propose  that,  in  cases 
of  emei|;ency,  a  quantity  of  foreign  corn, 
to  a  limited  extent^  shall  be  admitted  ixm 


Cknrn  Trade, 


i3\i 


the  market  here.     I  say,  '^  to  a  limited 
extent,"  because  I  have  no  desire  to  alarm 
the  agriculturists ;  and  I,  therefore,  limit 
the  extent  of  com  thus  to  be  rendered 
admissible,  to  that  which  is  now  in  ware- 
house in  this  country,  or  which  may  have 
been  shipped  on  the  faith  of  the  bill  that 
passed  this  House.    The  price  at  which 
I  propose  it  shall  be  admissible  is  62s, ; 
and  I  adopt  the  scale  of  price  and  of  duty 
from  that  bill,  the  principle  of  which  was 
not  opposed  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  but 
I  restrict  the  operation  of  that  principle; 
by  confining  it  to  that  com  which  is  now 
in  bond  here,  or  which  has  been  shipped 
from  Canada,  and  for  which  bills  nave 
been  drawn  and  accepted.      The   hon. 
gentleman,  on  the  contrary,  proposes  to 
get  rid  of  the  principle  of  the  bill  passed 
in  this  House  in  the  present  session,  and 
to  treat  it  as  if  every  part  of  it  had  been 
rejected  in  the  other  House,  resorting  to 
70$.  as  the  minimum  price  at  which  the 
people  of  England  are  to  be  relieved  from 
the  pressure  of  the  high  price  of  com,  by 
the  importation  of  foreign  grain.     The 
practical  difference,  therefore,  between  the 
hon.  gentleman  and  myself  is  considerable ; 
and  I  confess  that  1  do  not  think  the 
House  can  hesitate  in  agreeing  with  me, 
that  the  proposition  I  have  submitted  is 
that  which  ought  to  be  adopted.    I  do 
not  think   the  hon.  gentleman  will  find 
the  circumstances  of  the  times  to  be  such, 
that  his  measure,  even  if  carried,  will  be 
conceived  to  be  one  which  ought  to  be 
fastened  permanently  on  the  country.     All 
I  ask  is,  that  parliament  should  meet  a 
present,  or,  at  least,  a  probably  approach- 
ing evil ;  reserving  to  itself  the  right  of 
discussion  upon  the  framing  of  a  perma- 
nent measure,  which,  for  the  honour  of 
pariiament,  and  for  the  advantage  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  I  tmst  may  pass 
into  a  law,  and  be  finally  settled  in  the 
next  session.    I  have  now.  Sir,  only  to 
move,    ''That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  any  sort  of  Cora,  Grain, 
Meal,  or  Flour,  the  produce  of  Foreign 
Countries,  and  now  in  Warehouse,  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  which  may  be  report- 
ed to  be  Warehoused,  on  or  bdfore  the  1st 
of  July  next,  shall  be  admissible  for  home 
use  at  any  time  before  the  1st  of  May, 
1828,  upon  payment  pf  the  Duties  follow- 
ing."    [These  were  the  Duties  imposed 
by  the  Bill  of  the  present  session,  passed 
by  the  Commons]. 
Mr.  Pei/saidi  diat  the  only  circttmstaocQ 
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under  which  he  couM  be  induced  to  give  his 
vote  in  favour  of  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Essex,  would  have  been  the  be- 
lief that  it  was  the  determination  of  govern- 
ment not  to  introduce  any  other  measure 
during  the  present  session.      Had  that 
been  the  case,  he  should  have  considered 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  gentleman  as 
one  which  was  calculated  to  amend  a  great 
blot  in  the  existing  system  of  the  law; 
and  although  he  was  not  satisfied  with  it, 
and  although  he  believed  that  it  went  to 
establish  a  prmciple  which  ought  not  to  be 
established,  he  should  have  preferred  it  to 
the  present  state  of  the  law ;  as  he  thought 
it  impossible  to  retain  in  actual  operation 
a  law  which  prohibited  the  importation  of 
foreign  com,  until  the  produce  of  our  own 
country,  had  risen  as  nigh  as  80;.     Had 
no  other  proposition  b^n  made  to  the 
House,  he  should  have  voted  for  that  of 
the  hon.  gentleman,  because  he  conceiv- 
ed some  change  in  the  present  system  ab- 
solutely necessary :  but  as  the  amendment 
proposed  by  his  right  hon.   friend  was 
founded  on  the  bill  which  had  passed  that 
House,  he  preferred  it  to  the  partial  pro- 
position of  the  hon.  gentleman ;  and  there- 
fore, not  only  on  the  ground  of  consistency, 
but  because  he  preferred  his  right  hon. 
friend's  amendment,  he  should  vote  for 
it.     He  should  follow  the  example  of  his 
right  hon.  friend,  in  not  mixing  up  with 
this  discussion  matter  which  was  really  {  was  taken  up  with  no  other  consideration 
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understood  to  be  the  real  object  of  the 
bill,  and  to  remedy  a  defect  which  he 
thought  he  perceived  in  it.     I  believe  that 
he  made  his  proposition  on  a  misconstruc- 
tion of  what  had  passed  between  my  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Huskisson)  and  himself ; 
and  that,  when  he  ms^de  his  sugg^estion,  he 
really  thought  the  suggestion  was    not 
dissented  from  by  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man.   I  say  I  believe  this,  because,   if 
the  noble  duke  intended  to  have  made  that 
amendment  the  means  of  an  opposition  to 
the  government,  I  do  think  that  I  should 
have  heard  of  it  previously ;  and  that  the 
first  intimation  I  had  of  the  amendment 
would  not  have  been  on  the  morning  of 
the  day  after  that  on  which  he  had  carried 
it."    The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded to  comment  on  the  claim  which 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  set 
up  for  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  observed,  that  while  his  right 
hon.  friend  claimed  for  that  House  the 
full  and  free  exercise  of  its  privileges,  they 
ought  to  give  equal  freedom  to  the  other. 
However,  so  anxious  was  he  to  avoid  say- 
ing anything  that  might  produce  acrimo- 
nious feelings,  that  he  should  abstain  from 
making   any  further  observations    upon 
that  part  of  the  subject,  and  should  con- 
fine himself  entirely  to  the  discussion  of 
the  question  immediately  before  them.  On 
that  question  the  course  he  should  adopt 


foreign  to  it.  At  least  such  had  been  the 
rule  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  laid 
down  at  the  commencement  of  his  speech, 
but  which,  no  doubt  unintentionally,  he 


than  what  he  believed  to  be  for  the  per- 
manent interest  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  He  must,  however,  remind  the 
House,  when  they  objected  to  the  opinions 


had,  in  some  parts  of  it,  violated.     It  was   of  others  upon  this  bill,  that  they  them- 
bis  opinion,  tnat  no  more  unwise  course   selves  had  deemed  it  necessary  to  make 
coula  be  pursued  by  any  party,  than  to   alterations  in  the  bill  since  its  first  in- 
connectpoliticalquestionsof  any  sort  with    troduction.     He  was  sorry  to  hear  that 
the  question  of  the    Corn-laws,*  which   what  was  to  be  done  now  was  to  be  onl^ 
ought  to  be  discussed  independentlv  of  any   a  temporary  measure.     He  wished  that  it 
oU&er  matter.     *'  If,"  continued  the  right ,  had  been  thought  possible  to  have  in- 
hon.  gentleman   "  any  gentleman  should   troduced,  at  this  time,  a  Corn-bill  in  such 
think  that  the  amendment  proposed  by   a  form  as  would  enable  them  to  render  it 
my  noble  friend,  the  duke  of^  Wellington,   permanent,  and  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  was  connected   man  had  not  taken  the  amendment  to 
with  any  purpose  of  a  political  nature,   have  been  so  important  as  to  destroy  the 
or  still  less  with  any  purposes  of  party   bill.    The  amendment  might  have  been 
faction,  I  declare,  upon  my  honour,  that .  important  enou^  to  prevent  the  govem- 
I  believe  such  an  impression  to  be  totally   ment  from  carrying  the  bill,  so  amended, 
erroneous.     I  believe  that  my  noble  friend ,   through  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  he  would 
having  supported  government  m  the  early   ask,  whether  it  was  so  much  so  as  to  pre- 
Btages  of  tne  bill,  and  having  voted  for   vent  the  right  hon.  gentleman  from  doing 
its  second  reading,  when  its  principles  was   that  which  might  have  amounted  to  an 
discussed,  proposed  his  amendment  with  a  honourable  compromise  between  the  two 
imeere  desire  to  promote  that  which  he  Houses  ?    He  thought  tbttt  such  was  tli« 
YOL,XVn,  »U 
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importance  of  the  difcuuion  that  wu  to 
decide  the  price  of  cotd,  and  to  settle  the 
question  between  landlord  and  tenant,  that 
even  if  the  session  should  be  protracted  to 
the  end  of  July,  he  should  think  the  time 
vas  wet)  consumed  in  finally  disposing  of 
the  subject.  He  thought  it  would  be  in- 
finitely better,  both  for  the  agriculturist 
and  manufacturer,  if  between  those  two, 
as  between  the  two  Houses  of  parliament, 
an  honourable  comprombe  could  be  effect- 
ed. He  was  not  the  advocate  of  one  or 
the  other  ;  and  he  thought  that  those  per- 
sons shewed  the  greatest  wisdom,  who 
manifested  no  particular  or  exclusive  par- 
tiality for  cither  ;  especially  as  he  believed 
each  of  those  classes  would  beat  promote 
its  own  interest,  by  shewing  respect  to  the 
wishes  and  interest  of  the  other.  On  the 
ground  of  his  own  consistency,  but,  beyond 
that,  on  the  ground  of  the  preference  he 
really  entertained  for  the  amendment,  he 
■liould  give  it  his  decided  support, 

Mr.  Whilmore  said,  that,  in  rejecting 
the  bill  lately  preserited  to  them,  the  lords 
had  manifested  greater  ignorance  than  he 
ever  before  witnessed  in  any  body  of 
legislators.  He  concurred,  though  with 
some  reluctance,  in  the  resolutiort  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  and  he  begged  to 
guard  himself  most  distinctly  against  being 
supposed,  b^  that  concurrence,  to  convey 
an  approbation  of  the  temporary  measures 
by  which  it  was  attempted  to  palliate  the 
evils  inherent  in  the  existing  system  of 
Corn-laws.  It  was  too  much  that  the 
people  should  be  obl^ed  to  look  to  the 
government,  year  after  year,  for  the  supply 
of  food.  This  was  the  third  temporary 
measure  of  this  kind  that  had  been  adopt- 
ed ;  and  he  now  felt  it  right  to  state,  that 
if  a  similar  measure  should  be  proposed  on 
any  future  occasion,  upon  whatever  al- 
leged grounds  of  expediency,  he  should 
give  to  such  a  proposition  his  decided  op- 
position. 

Colonel  Wood  thought,  that  both  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex 
and  that  of  the  right  hoo.   gentleman, 
might  with  perfect  propriety  be  adopted 
by  the  c 
rfgbt  h 
far  a»it 
In  thee 
nith  z\ 
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should  reach  70s.  undn  the  t^MratioD  o( 
theactof  )S22, 

Mr.  Benett  did  not  think  that  the  pKH 
position  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
called  for  by  the  circumstances  of  the  caw. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  no  utpicheusioiu 
of  a  wet  season.  He  rejoiced  that  the  bill 
had  been  abandoned  in  the  Lords,  because 
he  objected  to  its  principle.  He  beliend 
that  the  effect  of  that  bill  would  ban 
been,  to  diminish  employment,  b^  throwing 
out  of  cultii-ation  a  great  poitton  of  the 
poor-lands.  It  appeared  to  him  that  th« 
only  fair  principle  to  be  adopted  with  re- 
spect to  thQ  trade  in  com,  was  that  of « 
fixed  duty,  to  commence  at  a  price  which 
would  secure  the  agriculturiati  of  this 
country  from  the  injury  which  they  must 
sustain,  if  compelled  to  compete  with 
other  nations  who  did  not  bear  the  aame 
pressure  of  taxation. 

Sir  J.  Newport  thought  it  was  impoui* 
bie  for  the  House  to  entertain  the  prt^mai- 
tion  of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex,  •eeiog 
that  tbey  had  already  pasted  a  resolution 
which  was  equivalent  to  a  repeal  of  tf* 
act  of  1 822.  How  could  th^  House  send 
up  to  the  Lords  an  amendment  of  that 
act,  when  there  was  at  present  on  their 
lordships'  table  an  act  for  its  repeal  ?  The 
principle  of  prohibition,  as  applied  to  the 
trade  in  com,  ought  not  to  be  entertained. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  act  of  1B2Z  had 
never  come  into  operation.  He  rejoiced 
that  it  had  not.  That  act  prevented  the 
importation  of  com  until  a  famine-price 
was  attained  ;  and  then  the  effect  of  open- 
ing  the  ports  must  have  been  to  inundate 
the  country  with  foreign  corn.  Hie  conn* 
try  had  been  placed  in  an  embarrassing  si- 
tuation, bj  the  manner  in  which  the  bill 
agreed  to  m  that  House  had  been  treated 
in  anoUier  place.  That,  however,  was  no 
fault  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  of 
those  who  had  attempted  to  destroy  the 
measure,  under  the  guise  of  amendment 
Those  persons  only  were  to  Uune  whos 
having  ori^^n^ed  the  measure  as  part  of 
the  king's  minlsten,  tumed  romid  upon 
the  principle  which  they  had  sanctioned, 


HIT 


thm  Trade. 


tflity  derifed  from  other  tovees:  ior  mo 
man  Uviog  could  lay  hi«  hand  09  bis  broiat 
and  flay-^koowinf  tfae  ev^u  wbidi  had 
McenUy  taken  place-— that  party  feeling? 
did  not  enter  into  the  proceedif^  edepted 
in  anothejc  plaoe  [hear»  hear].  Though 
flome  peraoaa  might  not  view  the  matter  in 
that  light,  k  appealed  to  him  83  clear  as 
poaaibk*  that  thn  eaae  wea  aa  he  had 
ftated.  If  the  Honae  of  Commons  were  to 
act  upon  their  privileges,  and  imitalie  the 
coodnct  of  another  House,  the  consequence 
would  he,  that  tfae  people  woidd  be  ground 
hetireell  the  two  Houaes,  and  a  famine  price 
of  com  would  be  pcodnced,  untesa  the  f^i^ 
oessity  of  the  ease  ahould  compel  die  ex- 
^tttive  government,  upon  its  own  respon- 
aibtlity,  to  relieve  the  people  from  the  neg- 
laet  ii  the  legistatnie.  liooking  to  the 
interest  of  Ireland,  which  was  agricultural, 
end  to  that  of  this  countiy,  which  was 
|wrtly  agricnltural  and  parU]^  manufactur- 
ang,  he  thought  the  bill  which  had  been 
aent  up  to  the  other  House  a  wiae  measure 
of  legislation.  The  agricultural  interest 
was  fully  protected  by  it ;  whilst  it  efibrded 
the  greatest  leUef  to  the  mannfactiirers. 

Sir  E.  KiuUMuU  regretted  that  the 
proceedings  in  another  place  had  not  been 
ttmmented  upon  in  a  manner  likely  to 
pfodttce  that  spirit  of  oonji^iliation  which  it 
waadesinUn  should  prevail  between  the 
two  hmndbea  of  the  legislatttin.  He  was 
quite  surprised  how  the  right  hon.  baronet 
could  have  felt  himaelf  justified  in  nesort* 
ing  to  a  strain  of  almost  personal  abuse, 
vhen  he  alluded  to  the  fate  of  the  other 
bill.  For  his  own  oift,  heahould  have 
long  heaitatsd  before  be  could  have  brought 
himself  to  have  tireated  a  political  opponent 
in  the  bwsh  terms  which  had  been  used 
on  the  pitsenl  occasion;  apd  this,  too, 
after  tbe  declaration  of  the  right  hoo.  gen- 
tlsnan  (Mr.  Peel),  of  the  utter  impossi- 
bility of  the  duke  of  Wellington's  having 
been  influenced  by  party  views  in  propos- 
ing his  amendment.  How,  then,  the  right 
hon.  baronet  could  faavcbKHight  himsdf 
to  have  so  violently  impugned  the  motives 
of  the  illustrious  duke,  and  to  have  done 
aoof  all  days  on  the  18thof  Junefcheers], 
the  anniversary  of  his  greatest  ^oiy,  he 
wm  at  a  loss  to  eonceive.  He  could  not 
concur  in  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
(ovemasent  in  the  proposed  resolutions, 
but  preferred  that  of  the  bill  of  1822,  upon 
which  hisbon.  friend  had  framed  his  present 
Msohitaoos ;  and  for  tfae  latter,  if  prossad 
to  ft  4mmmf  he  should  certetidy  vote. 


Mr •  Bortnjr  wd,  that,  in  reteence  to 
the  question  more  immediately  befor# 
them»  the  measure  suggested  by  goveror 
ment  was  of  a  simple  and  temporary  Qhai> 
r^cter,  and  only  iutended  to  reach  the  neiit 

Sear,  when  be  hoped  parliament  could  be 
Fought  to  the  m^in  consideration  of  the 
Corn-laws,  with  that  calmness  which  their 
discussion  and  edjuatment  so  imperatively 
«alled  for.    At  the  same  time  it  was  in- 
tended, that  the  temporary  measure  should 
be  in  the  same  spirit,  and  on  the  a  m^ 
plan,  as  that  which  bed  already  received 
their  sanction.    Tbei9  was  thty  advantage 
in  adhering  to  thet  course^  in  preference  to 
the  adc^ion  of  a  resolution  like  his  hon. 
friend's  (Mr*   Western's);  namely,  that 
they  were  adhering  to  a  plan  which  had 
been  carried  after  mature  deliberation,  in- 
stead of  sanctioning  at  once  and  crudely 
an  entire  deviation  from  it,  thereby  implyi- 
ing  that  they  had  been  misled,  and  had 
spent  their  time  idly  in  their  recent  de^ 
bates  upon  the  general  question.     He  had 
besides,  this  further  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment of  his  boa.  friend — ^that,  by  fixing 
the  price  at  70s.  et  the  close  of  the  sitting 
of  parliam^^t,  it  tended  to  fetter  the  dia- 
cuetion  of  ministers  during  the  recess,  and 
to  compel  them  to  sanction,  under  all  cir»- 
comstances,  the  prohibition  of  ^e  importer 
tion  of  foreign  corn  until  the  higher  price 
of  70s,  was  exceeded  in  tbe  home  market. 
The  prevalence  of  any  public  belief,  that 
the  ipovemment  waa  so  fSettered  by  seny 
implied  restriction  imposed  by  that  House, 
could  not  fail  to  be  attended  by  great  an<- 
convenienoe,  as  well  as  no  small  share  of 
misdhiefinpartkularcootingencies.  View- 
ing the  amendment  in  this  light,  then,  be 
eame  to  the  consideration  iA  the  propo»- 
aition  which  was  bioached  this  night  by 
the  right  hon«  gentleman,  and  which  waa 
merely  affording  that  House  an  alternative 
of  falling  back  upon  a  principle  which 
they  had  already  aanctioned,  and  which 
there  was  reason  to  think  would  meet  the 
^neral  satisfacticm,   notwithstanding  the 
fate  that  had  attended  a  part  of  Aeir  avs^ 
tern  elsewhere.    With  refecenee  to  that 
plan,  he  must  aay,  that  there  never  had 
been  one  aubmittted  to  the  country  which 
had  jwceived  ao  large  a  shave  of  assent. 
There  w«!e  particular  fawners  who  car* 
tainly  complained  that  agriculture  was  not 
a«ffici»itly  protected  by  the  laU  bill ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  thne  were  some  nanu* 
facturers  who  complained  that  it  would 
mekeKkelosftoodiBsr;  but^  uetwithatand* 
2U2 
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ing  these  extreme  opinions,  the  gieneral 
understanding,  among  the  soundest  and 
most  rational  thinking  men  was,  that  it 
was  calculated  to  do  even-handed  justice 
to  all  parties ;  so  far  as  any  bill  could  be 
experimentally  framed  for  so  delicate  and 
important  an  object.  He  lamented  that 
that  bill  had  not  succeeded  elsewhere ;  for 
he  had  strong  objections  to  any  tempo- 
rary measure  upon  so  vital  a  question. 
This  uncertainty  upon  the  final  issue  of 
such  arrangements  not  merely  affected  the 
growers  and  dealers  in  com,  but  every 
other  species  of  human  industry  in  which 
the  country  was  embarked;  leaving,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  buyer  and  seller,  the 
cultivator  and  the  speculator  in  land,  in  a 
state  of  utter  ignorance  as  to  the  real  value 
of  their  property  or  contracts.  All  pur- 
chases and  bargains  were  thereby  left  un- 
settled and  unhinged,  and  every  class  of 
society  flung,  as  it  were,  into  conflicting 
interests*— one  body  exclaiming  for  cheap 
bread,  another  calling  for  an  extravagant 
price  for  their  corn,  and  the  public  left  in 
a  state  of  doubt,  difficulty,  and  danger.  It 
was  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  then,  that 
he  could  give  his  consent  to  the  suggested 
temporary  measure,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  important  interests  which  must  still 
xemain  unsettled,  but  on  account  of  the 
injurious  moral  effect  which  must  inevitably 
attend  this  putting  into  incessant  collision 
two  of  the  great  classes  of  the  community ; 
who,  when  excited,  were  not  likely  to  rea- 
son very  closely  upon  the  real  bearings  of 
their  respective  duties.  This  moral  irrita- 
tion was  as  unwise  as  it  was  dangerous ; 
and  rather  than  prolong  it  by  the  substi- 
tution of  a  temporary  measure,  he  would 
have  preferred  a  prolongation  of  the  sitting 
of  parliament,  to  have  a  general  and  per- 
manent measure  still  discussed,  if  he  could 
have  hoped  that  such  a  discussion  was 
likely  to  be  conducted,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, with  that  temper  which  the 
subject  so  imperatively  demanded.  This 
hope,  from  what  had  lately  passed  else- 
where, he  could  not  now  rationally  enter- 
tain ;  and  therefore  he  was  painfully 
obliged  to  give  up  the  present  expectation 
of  having  a  dispassionate  consideration  of 
the  merits  of  the  Corn-laws,  and  content 
himself  with  any  safe,  temporary  measure 
until  next  year.  As  to  the  noble  duke, 
whose  name  had  been  so  often  alluded  to 
in  the  present  discussion,  he  must  say, 
that  he  felt  so  sincere  a  veneration  for  his 
cbamler,  so  deep  a  convictiou  of  the  im« 
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mense  debt  of  gratitude  which  his  country 
owed  to  him,  that  on  any  occasion  he 
should  hesitate  before  [he  ventured  to  pro* 
nounce  the  slightest  opinion  to  affect  his 
integrity  or  understanding.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  he  could  not  help  saying,  that 
when  he  saw  no  less  than  five  of  we  late 
ministers,  all  of  whom  had,  while  in  office, 
themselves  concurred  in  and  approved  of 
the  measure  which  had  been  passed  by 
this  House,  and  sent  to  the  other  House- 
when  he  saw  all  of  them,  when  out  of 
office,  turn  round  and  strangle  that  very 
measure,  he  could  not  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  member  for  Oxford,  that  all  this  was 
done  from  an  entirely  honest  feeling :  more 
especially  as  the  amendment,  by  means  of 
which  they  had  effected  their  object,  was 
the  most  foolish  and  absurd,  and  the  most 
inoperative  for  any  good  purpose,  that 
ever  was  proposed  to  be  introduced  into 
•any  bill  that  ever  came  before  parliament 
[hear,  hear!].  That  was  the  true  cha- 
racter of  the  amendment :  but  he  spoke  of 
it  in  these  terms,  not  with  any  view  to  re- 
flect upon  the  individual  with  whom  it 
originated,  but  to  point  out  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  consent  to  a  tempo- 
rary measure,  since  a  permanent  plan  could 
not  be  adopted  during  the  present  session. 
If  the  right  hon.  member  could  think  that 
such  an  amendment  was  introduced  from  a 
sincere  desire  to  promote  the  object,  with- 
out injuring  the  principle,  of  the  bill,  he 
could  only  say,  that  his  credulity  was 
equal  to  his  candour ;  for  he  could  hardly 
conceive  how  any  persons  of  common 
sense,  who  were  really  friendly  to  the  prin- 
ciple and  object  of  the  bill,  could  have  pro- 
posed such  an  amendment,  especially  if 
they  knew  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the 
bill,  which  they  must  have  done;  as  it 
was  to  be  presumed  that  they  were  ac- 
quainted wiUi  the  privileges  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment was,  to  throw  the  whole  of  the  com 
trade  of  the  country  into  a  state  of  total 
uncertainty  and  confusion.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  ought  to 
have  said  a  few  words  on  the  nature,  ob* 
ject,  and  effects  of  the  amendment.  Couki 
any  one  shew  that  the  amendment  was 
good  for  any  thing,  except  to  throw  the 
corn  trade  into  the  hands  of  foreigners? 
If  the  object  was  to  give  a  preference  to 
the  corn  directly  imported,  over  the  com 
in  bond,  that  plan  would  not  have  the 
slightest  effect  in  protecting  the  agriculture 
of  this  country;  and  if  it  bad  not  thuVo^% 
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jecty  it  hftd  no  object  whatever,  unless  that 
of  destroying  the  bill.  It  could  not  have 
been  intended  to  injure  our  own  shipping, 
and  to  throw  the  whole  of  the  com  trade 
into  the  hands  of  foreigners;  .and,  if^that 
was  not  the  purpose,  what  could  it  be,  ex- 
cept to  get  rid  of  the  bill  ?  He  repeated, 
that  as  a  protection  to  agriculture,  the 
amendment  was  the  most  absurd  and  in* 
operative  that  could  possibly  be  conceived ; 
for  com  would  be  warehoused  at  the  Hanse 
towns  and  Flemish  ports,  and  would  come 
into  competition  with  the  home-growers 
to  the  full  as  much  as  if  it  were  warehoused 
at  home*  To  the  foreigner,  indeed,  nogreater 
or  more  unexpected  boon  could  have  been 
given,  than  tne  late  amended  bill,  while 
it  conferred  not  a  particle  of  real  advan- 
tage to  the  home-grower.  He  was 
astonished  that  the  noble  duke  could  not 
have  fancied  that  the  necessary  effect  of 
his  amendment  must  be,  to  take  the  carry- 
ing and  warehousing  trade  out  of  British 
hands,  while  the  prices  were  low  and  as- 
sisted speculation,  and  yet,  when  a  season 
of  distress  should  arrive,  and  the  price  got 
up  to  805.,  or  90s.,  then  the  article  would 
be  placed  under  the  guidance  of  other 
hanas,  and  the  home-market  absolutely  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  foreigner,  just  be- 
yond the  confines  of  British  power,  who  at  a 
moment  so  critical  would  have  a  distressed 
population  at  his  mercy,  either  to  cut  off 
their  supply  of  a  staple  article  of  food,  or 
mete  it  o^t  exactly  as  he  pleased  during 
the  exigency.  Anv  thing  more  absjird  in 
legislation  he  could  not  conceive ;  and, 
giving  great  credit  to  the  right  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Oxford  for  the  sincerity  of  his  opi- 
nion on  the  subject,  he  must  say,  that, 
with  persons  of  common  sense,  he  was 
oblig^  to  suppose  a  perfect  consciousness 
in  them,  of  the  miscnief  of  the  proposal. 
He  repeated,  that  those  who  had  ability  to 
understand  it,  must  regard  the  amendment 
as  being  of  this  description.  And  with 
respect  to  that  very  bill,  if  he  had  thought 
wi&  Uie  right  hon.  member  for  Oxford 
that  the  amendment  proposed  elsewhere 
had  honest  reference  to  com,  he  would 
have  preferred  having  the  bill  back  to  that 
House,  that  they  might  have  had  a  confer- 
eace  on  the  subject ;  because,  if  it  were 
to  come  to  reasoning,  he  was  quite  sure 
that  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  mak- 
ing even  the  supporters  of  the  amendment 
understand  the  absurdity  of  their  own  pro- 
position. He  was  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  ti^e  country  would  do  better  to  eodore 


the  inconvenience  of  delay,  than  legislate 
in  haste  on  so  important  a  question.  The 
plan  of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex  was 
not  calculated  either  to  do  credit  to  the 
House  or  to  benefit  the  country. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  re- 
concile the  whole  tenor  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's speech  with  the  declaration  with 
which  he  had  prefaced  it,  of  the  venera- 
tion which  he  felt  for  the  illustrious  duke» 
and  the  indelible  sense  he  professed  to  en- 
tertain of  the  immense  debt  of  gratitude 
which  his  country  owed  him.  What  vio- 
lence, then,  must  not  the  hon.  gentleman 
have  done  to  those  feelings,  when,  so  soon 
after  their  expression,  he  could  on  the  an* 
niversary  of  the  batde  of  Waterloo,  have 
suffered  himself  to  have  attempted  to  cover 
the  noble  duke  with  ridicule,  for  an  act 
which  he  had  done  in  the  honest  dischaige 
of  what  he  felt  to  be  his  public  duty.  He 
conceived  it  to  be  no  part  of  his  duty,  on 
the  present  occasion,  to  vindicate  the  duke 
of  Wellington's  clause  in  the  com  bill. 
What  he  had  stated  earlier  in  the  evening 
was,  that  he  was  prepared  to  vindicate  the 
illustrious  person  himself  from  having  been 
actuated  by  any  party  feeling  in  the  step 
which  he  had  taken ;  and  tlib  he  was  pre- 
pared to  do,  not  because  the  noble  duke 
could  not  have  taken  any  step  he  pleaMd 
without  his  concurrence,  but  because  he 
was  on  such  terms  of  confidential  inter- 
course with  him,  that  he  knew  the  duke 
would  not  have  done  a  formal  political  act, 
without  at  least  having  apprized  him  of  it, 
were  it  intended  as  a  party  proceeding ; 
and  he  had  never  heard  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  clause,  until  the  morning  after 
it  had  been  submitted  as  an  amendment. 
But  really,  when  the  hon.  member  thought 
fit  to  exercise  his  talents  for  ridicule,  he 
should  have  taken  care  that  when  he 
meant  to  heap  it  upon  the  noUe  duke,  he 
did  not,  in  an  equal  portion  level  it  at  hie 
right  hon.  friend  who  sits  under  him  (Mr. 
Huskisson).  The  history  of  this  proceed- 
ing must,  however,  be  loiown,  to  remove 
this  attempt  to  cast  obloquy  upon  a  pub- 
lic character  who  had  achievea  such  glo- 
rious services  for  his  country,  and  who  on 
this  day  at  least,  if  on  no  other,  ought  to 
have  been  spared  the  necessity  of  rea  uiring 
such  an  explanation.  The  duke  of  WeU 
ling^on  had  been  a  member  of  a  committee 
which  had  sat  to  inquire  into  the  price  of 
grain  for  shipment  at  foreign  ports,  and 
the  price  at  which  it  could  be  imported 
into  the  home  market.    The  result,  of  that 
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kborioos  mvlestigation  had  crealed-^rigkt 
or  wrong  he  was  not  now  to  argue — an 
impressioft  on  the  noble  duke's  mind,  that 
the  wardiovsing  systeniy   as  at  present 
constituted,  gave  a  power  to  certain  spe^ 
culators   in    the  iffticle>    so  to  practise 
upon  the  avevages,  as  to  make  them  avail- 
aUe  for  their  speculations  in  the  market. 
And  his  noble  friend's  object  in  proposing 
the  clause  was  to  throw  on  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  sodi  dezteroos  movements  for  st-> 
nisier  purposes,  and  to  give  a  preference 
to  com  directly  importsd  in  ships,  to  that 
which  had  been  pfevkmsly  bonded.    Thb 
was  not  an  alteration  which  introduced 
any  new  prineipk ;  for  in  fact  it  had  pre- 
vatied  in  the  constmction  of  the  act  of 
179L    Why,  thm^^  was  his  nobb  friend 
to  be  assailed  with  ridicwle  fot  having  re- 
vived a  prineiple  which  had  already  re- 
ceived the  formal  sanction  of  the  legisla- 
taie?    The  hoo.  gentleman,  he  repeated, 
seemed  to  forget  that  if  ridicule  must  be 
applied,  it  equally  attached  to  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Huskisson)  for  the  indi- 
vidual assent  which  he  had  given  to  a  pofrt 
of  the  aiteratiott.    His  right  hon.  friend's 
opinion  was  originally  called  for  by  the 
noble  duke,   on  a  propositiott,  that  no 
bonded  com  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
warehoases,  until  the  parties  who  had  pre- 
viously bonded  theirs  nad  expressed  their 
oonsent.    His  rig^t  hon.  friend  had  very 
poperlv  oUected  to  such  a  propositkm, 
but  had  added,  that  if  the  prevention  were 
merely  to  extend  to   the  importation  of 
foreign  corn  until  the  home  price  was  66f., 
he  could  have  no  objection  individually, 
though  he  feared  it  would  be  fatal  to  the 
bill.    Now^  all  the  objections  of  the  hon. 
member  would  apply  equallv  to  this  altera^ 
tion  as  well  as  to  that  of  nie  noble  duke. 
His  sole  object  was  to  vindicate  the  duke 
of  Wellington  from  the  aspersions  which 
had  been  cast  upon  him.    He  was  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  that  an  individual  who  had 
acted,  as  his  noble  friend  had  acted,  from 
a  firm  belief  that  he  was  not  departing 
from  the  original  proposition  of  the  clause, 
should   have  met  with  such   treatment. 
His  noble  friend  might  naturally  have  sup- 
posed* that  a  similar  mode  of  proceeding 
might  be  taken  with  respect  to  this  mea- 
sure, as  had  been  taken,  under  precisely 
similar  circumstances^  with  respect  to  the 
Canada  Corn-bilK      He  was  quite  sure 
that  bis  noble  friend  acted  under  the  im- 
|lv«ssion«  that  though  the  bill  might  be  le- 
jMltdi  yii  the  country  might  bati  th«  b^ 
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nefit  of  some  permanent  measnvs  on  the 
subject.  His  noble  friend  did  vote  in  fa- 
vour of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  ha 
had  not  attempted  to  violate  the  principle 
of  it.  He  believed  that  his  noble  friend 
had  acted  throughout  with  that  fair  deal- 
ing, and  vritb  that  singleness  of  heart, 
for  which  he  was  as  much  distinguished, 
as  for  those  great  and  glorious  militair 
achievements,  which  had  sprsad  sncn 
lustre  over  the  arms  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  it  had  been  with  the 
most  unfeigned  reluctance  that  be  had 
felt  himself  compelled  to  speak  of  ^e  no- 
hie  duke,  whose  great  qualities  he  was 
quite  as  ready  to  acknowledge,  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  could  possibly  be. 
For  his  own  part,  he  perfectly  believed, 
that  the  noble  duke  had  been  misled  by 
persons  who  were  much  more  cunning  ana 
artful  dian  he  was..  He  must  also  add, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  quite  fair,  that 
the  discussion  of  the  question  before  the 
House  should  be  obsuticted,  inerely  be* 
cause  that  day  was  the  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Waterloo. 

Mr.  Huski$son  said,  that  he  had  to  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  ver^  painful  but  imperative 
duty.  He  certamly  couki  have  wished 
that  honourable  members  had  con6ned 
themselves  to  the  motion  before  the  House, 
and  that  the  discussion  had  not  taken  the 
turn  which  it  had  taken.  His  right  hon. 
friend  the  member  for  Oxford,  had  sud, 
that  the  ridicule  and  blame  which  had 
been  lavished  upon  the  amendment  of  his 
noble  friend  attached  in  an  equal  deme 
to  him  (Mr.  Huskisson)  as  it  attached  to 
his  noble  friend.  He  would  tell  his  right 
hon.  friend,  that  however  great  that  ridi- 
cule might  have  been,  he  would  rather 
have  borne  with  it,  had  it  been  twenty 
times  as  great,  than  that  the  amendment 
should  have  received  the  sanction  of  that 
House,  and  worked  all  the  mischief,  all 
the  disadvantages,  and  all  the  distress, 
which  it  must  inevitably  have  produced. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  he  must  deny 
that  any  part  of  that  ridicule  attached  to 
him.  He  was  answerable  neither  for  the 
merits  nor  the  demerits  of  that  amendment. 
It  had  been  said,  that  he  had  suggested 
the  amendment;  but  it  was  quite  clear 
that  the  noble  duke  had  entirely  mistaken 
the  suggestion  which  he  had  made  to  him  \ 
aud,  as  certain  documents  connected  vrith 
this  subject  had  been  alluded  to  there  and 
elsewhore,  be  hoped  the  HooM  wodd  ftl^ 
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low  Urn  to  load  some  extractSy  which 
would  put  the  matter  in  a  clearer  light 
than  it  had  yet  appeared  in.  At  a  late 
hour  on  the  night  of  the  24th  of  last 
month,  on  the  ere  of  the  day  for  which 
the  com  bill  stood  committed  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  he  received  from  his  no- 
ble friend  a  private  communication,  which 
he  would  now  read  to  the  House : 

*' London,  May  24,  n27 . 

**Mj  dear  Hnskisson:  I  beg  you  to 
look  at  the  enclosed  clause,  and  let  me 
know  whether  you  have  any  objection  to 
its  being  inserted  in  the  Com-bill^  after 
the  clause  permitting  the  entry.  In  my 
opinion,  it  will  tend  to  diminish  the  ap- 
prehensions entertained,  that  the  system 
of  waiehottsing  may  be  for  the  purpose 
of  faciUtating  and  ensuring  the  results 
of  frauds  in  the  averages ;  and  will  tend 
to  induce  some  to  vote  for  the  bill  who 
would  otherwise  vote  against  it.  Let  me 
have  your  answer  as  soon  as  jou  can. 
Bver  yours,  most  sincerely, 

"  Wellikotok." 

The  clause  which  his  noble  friend  in- 
closed ran  as  follows  :•— 

*'  Provided  always,  that  no  com  shall  be 
entered  for  home  consumption  from  anj 
warehouse  in  any  port  or  place  in  this 
kingdom,  previous  to  the  entry  for  home 
consumption,  or  to  the  exportation  of  every 
other  portion  or  portions  of  com  previously 
lodged  in  Mrarehoase,  in  such  port  or  place ; 
without  the  consent  in  writing,  unaer  the 
hand  and  seal  of  the  proprietor  of  such 
last-mentioned  com,  so  long  as  the  average 
price  of  com  within  Uiis  kingdom,  as  settled 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  l^  less  than  70$. 
a  quarter/' 

He  vrrote  an  answer  to  this  letter  of  his 
noUe  friend  that  same  night,  which  he 
believed  his  noble  friend  received  early  the 
next  moming.  In  replying  to  the  letter 
which  he  thus  received,  he  could  assure 
the  House,  that  he  communicated  with  the 
noble  duke  in  the  same  spirit  in  which 
one  colleague  would  communicate  with 
another ;  for  in  such  relation  he  still  sup- 
posed himself  to  stand  with  his  noble  friend, 
as  far  as  that  bill  was  concerned.  He  did 
not  even  keep  a  copy  of  the  letter  which 
he  wrote,  and  he  had  to  thank  his  noble 
friend  for  the  copy  of  it  which  he  now  held 
in  his  hand.  This  letter  had  been  the 
eanse  of  all  the  misapprehensbn  which 
had  taken  place,  and  ne  must,  therefore, 
beg  to  trespass  on  the  House  by 
it:— 


^  Somenei-plmtie,  May  24, 1827. 

**  My  dear  Duke;  I  should  cotainly  be 
disposed  to  acquiesoe  in  any  reasonable 
concession  which  would  conciiiate  some  of 
those  who  object  to  the  Com  bill  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  without  risking  the  loss 
of  the  measure  when  sent  back  to  our 
House. 

*'  I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  sav, 
whether  the  proviso,  wnich  I  retum,  would 
be  open  to  this  objection.  On  other 
grounds,  I  am  afraid  you  would  find  great 
practical  difficulties  in  the  execution  of  the 
proposed  measure. 

**  It  would  give,  as  I  understand  it,  the 
power  to  any  one  proprietor  of  foreign 
com,  in  any  port,  to  lay  a  voto  upon  the 
sale  of  all  com  warehouMd  subsequent  to 
his  in  that  port,  until  the  price  reached 
70f. 

**  This  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  ofis 
individual,  by  reserving  a  quantity,  how* 
ever  small,  of  old  com,  to  stop  auy  sale 
below  70s.  as  effectually  as  it  could  be 
stopped  by  a  positive  prohibition  under 
that  price. 

^'  Supposing  this  ol^ection  removed, 
how,  at  any  of  the  great  ports,  can  you 
hope  to  get  the  consent  in  writing  of  every 
proprietor?  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the 
com  now  warehoused  in  London  is  the 
property  of  at  least  five  hundred  firms  or 
mdividuals,  some  living  in  London,  some 
in  different  parts  of  England,  some  abroad. 
This  com,  whilst  in  bond,  is  .every  day 
changing  hands.  How  can  it  be  satisfae* 
torilv  certified  to  the  Custom-house  that 
all  the  consents  have  been  obtained ;  or 
how  is  any  party  to  set  about  procuring 
them  all,  or  to  know  when  he  has  accom- 
plished it  ? 

'*  There  are  other  difficulties  of  detail 
which  occur  to  me.  For  instance,  a  party 
who  cannot  fulfil  the  conditions  in  the 
port  of  London,  may  not  find  any  difficulty 
m  doing  so  at  Rochester,  because  of  com 
previously  bonded  at  the  latter  port  there 
18  none.  In  that  case,  the  London  owner 
may  either  remove  his  com  to  Rochester, 
or  import  fresh  com  from  the  continent 
into  that  port,  and  the  law  would  be  dif- 
ferent in  different  port9,  though  possibly 
very  near  to  one  another. 

**  Had  your  proposal  been,  that  no  com 
bonded  after  the  poitmg  of  the  proieni 
Bill  should  be  allowed  to  be  entered  for 
home  consumption  till  the  average  price 
had  reached  66s.,  and  that  thenoefoiward 
all  com  so  booded,  or  thereafter  imported 
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should  come  under  the  regulations  of  the 
Bill,  individually  I  should  not  object  to 
such  a  proviso.  It  would  ensure  Uiat  no 
quantity  beyond  that  now  in  bond  should 
be  thrown  upon  the  market,  unless,  in  spite 
of  that  (juantity,  the  price  reached  a  level 
which  might  fairly  be  taken  as  an  indica- 
tion of  our  being  in  want  of  a  further 
supply  from  abroad. 

''  but  I  am  afraid  that  even  this 
Amendment  would  prove  fatal  to  the  Bill 
in  OUT  House. — I  remain,  &c. 

"  W.  HUSKISSON." 

Now,  what  he  meant  to  state  was  simply 
this, — that,  up  to  the  price  of  66s.,  the 
corn  now  actually  locked  up  should  have 
a  priority,  and  Uiat  henceforth  that  and 
all  other  com  should  be  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  bill.  He  had  insinuated  that 
there  were  five  hundred  thousand  quarters 
of  com  in  bond,  which  com  might  be  taken 
as  the  representative  of  so  much  British 
capital,  much  of  which  had,  in  all  pro- 
bability, been  brought  here  under  the 
authority  of  measures  either  already  taken 
or  pledged  to  be  taken,  and  he,  therefore, 
dia  think  that  it  was  entitled  to  a  priority 
up  to  the  price  of  66s.  But  then  it  was 
merely  pro  hoc  vice,  and  nothing  approxi- 
mating to  permanency.  It  was  to  give  a 
preference  to  this  com,  and  not  to  the 
foreign  corn,  as  had  been  erroneously 
stated.  He  must  say,  that  he  should  al- 
ways look  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  regret, 
that  his  noble  friend,  who  had  done  him 
the  honour  to  consult  him  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  take  his  opinion  on  one  clause, 
and  then,  considering  his  reasons  against 
that  clause  to  be  valid  and  conclusive,  had 
not  hesitated  to  abandon  it, — ^he  should 
always  look  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  regret, 
that  his  noble  friend  did  not  tell  him  that 
he  had  another  clause  to  propose.  If  he 
had  done  him  that  favour,  the  misappre- 
hension would  have  been  spared,  and  his 
noble  friend  would  have  been  set  right. 
He  certainly  was  never  so  much  surprised 
as  when  a  friend  of  his,  not  a  member  of 
the  other  House,  informed  him,  on  the 
2nd  of  June,  that  the  duke  of  Wellington 
had  proposed  a  clause,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment to  the  com  bill,  and  that  the  noble 
duke  had  stated,  that  he  had  his  (Mr. 
Huskisson's)  sanction  for  it.  The  moment 
he  received  this  intimation,  he  lost  no  time 
in  writing  to  the  noble  duke,  telling  him 
that  he  was  not  only  totally  ignorant  that 
the  noble  duke  was  going  to  propose  any 
dmie,  hut  that,  if  he  w«s  rightly  Wormed 
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of  the  nature  of  it,  he  was  totally  opposed 
to  it.  In  the  same  letter  he  had  explained 
to  the  noble  duke  the  spirit  and  feelings 
under  which  he  had  cotnmunicated  with 
him  on  the  subject  of  the  clause.  And 
now  he  would  ask  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Oxford,  if  this  was  a  fair 
history  of  the  amendment  of  his  noble 
friend  which  now  formed  a  part  of  the  bill, 
how  it  could  possibly  happen  that  he  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  could  be  in  the  slightest  degree 
answerable  for  it, — ^and  upon  what  grounds 
his  right  hon.  friend  could  say,  that  all  the 
objections,  and  all  the  ridicule,  to  which 
that  amendment  had  been  subjected,  were 
equally  applicable  to  him.  His  noble 
friend  moved  his  amendment  on  the  1st  of 
June,  when  his  own  individual  opinion 
might  have  been  that  he  was  correct  in 
citing  his  (Mr.  Huskisson*s)  authority  for 
the  clause ;  but,  on  the  2nd  of  June,  his 
noble  friend  was  perfectly  aware  that  he 
had  misconstraed  his  letter.  It  must  also 
be  recollected,  that  from  that  time  nothing 
more  was  done  with  the  amendment,  until 
the  following  Thursday.  Now,  seeing  that 
the  noble  duke  was  fully  informed  that  he 
had  misapprehended  his  (Mr.  Huskisson's) 
letter,  and  that  the  clause  which  he  had 
proposed  would  be  fatal  to  the  bill,  if  he 
did  not  think  it  of  vital  importance,  why 
did  his  noble  friend  persist  in  going  on 
with  it  ?  Why  press  an  amendment,  which 
no  human  being  in  that  House  could  think 
any  thing  but  actual  destruction  to  the 
bill  ?  He  could  only  say,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  reason,  the  individual  who 
was  now  addressing  them  could  not  be 
made  chargeable  with  the  measure.  He 
would  not  do  the  noble  duke  the  injustice 
of  taking  the  merit  of  it ;  and  he  must 
protest  against  iu  being  fathered  upon 
him,  who  had  no  share  whatever  in  the 
matter.  He  was  sorry  to  trespass  so  long 
on  the  time  of  the  House  with  this  subject ; 
but  he  must  beg  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  his  noUe 
friend,  on  hearing  that  he  had  proposed 
his  amendment  in  the  House  of  Lords  :— 
*'  Somerset-place^  June  2,  10  a.  m. 
''  My  dear  Duke ;  I  have  this  moment 
heard  with  great  surprise,  that  in  moving 
an  amendment  last  night  on  the  corn-biJJ, 
you  ui^^  that  amendment  as  having  been 
consented  to  by  me,  and  that  to  prove  my 
consent^  you  read  a  private  letter,  which  I 
had  written  to  you,  in  answer  to  one 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from 
you  QQ  the  *24th  vU^ 
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''At  I  did  not  even  keep  a  copy  of  that 
letter,  and  as  your  grace  has  felt  yourself 
at  liberty,  without  any  subsequent  commu- 
nication of  any  sort  with  me,  to  make  this 
public  use  of  it,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  re- 
quest from  you  a  copy  of  that  letter,  as 
without  {it  1  cannot  enter  upon  that  ex- 
planation of  my  OMm  conduct  which  the  use 
that  has  been  made  of  my  letter  renders 
necessary. 

"  As  I  have  only  yet  received  a  very  im- 
perfect report  (not  from  any  peer)  of  what 
passed  last  night  on  your  moving  the 
amendment,  this  is  not  the  occasion  to 
make  any  further  observations  upon  the 
subject. 

"I  must,  however,  be  allowed  to  saj 
that,  be  the  amendment  what  it  may,  it 
had  not  my  consent ;  and  that  if  my  con- 
sent (as  is  perhaps  erroneously  reported  to 
me)  was  urged  in  any  way  as  a  g^und  for 
pressing  its  adoption,  I  must  protest 
against  the  authority  of  my  name  having 
been  used  for  that  purpose. 

''Though  I  cannot  recollect  the  wording 
of  my  private  letter,  I  well  know  the  feel- 
ings with  which  I  wrote  it.  I  considered 
It  as  strictly  prtvato,  addressed  to  a  col- 
league with  whom  I  had  sat  in  cabinet  upon 
lord  Liverpool's  -  com  bill,  who  had  con- 
curred in  that  measure,  and  who  was, 
therefore,  considered  by  me  as  anxious  for 
its  success :  and  my  recollection  greatly 
deceives  me  if  I  did  not  convey  to  your 
grace  that  any  amendment,  such  as  I  now 
understand  to  have  been  carried  on  your 
proposal,  would  be  fatal  to  that  measure.  I 
remain,  &c.    (signed)    W.  Huskisson." 

On  the  same  dav  he  received  from  the 
noble  duke  the  following  answer : — 

"  London,  June  2,  1827. 

"My  dear  Huskisson;  According  to 
your  desire,  I  send  you  acopy  of  your  note 
of  the  24th  of  May,  in  answer  to  mine  of 
that  date,  in  which  I  proposed  for  your 
consideration  a  clause  to  be  proposed  to  be 
added  to  the  corn-bill,  having  for  itB  object 
to  prevent  the  use  of  the  warehouse  system 
to  promote  frauds  in  the  proposed  modes 
of  taking  the  averages. 

"  My  object  in  consulting  you  was,  to 
obtain  your  opinion  and  sanction  for  what 
I  proposed  to  do;  and  having  obtained, 
instead  of  your  sanction  to  what  I  proposed, 
your  suggestion  of  another  measure,  I 
adopted  it 

"  I  showed  your  note,  and  thcdause  which 
I  had  drawnin  conformity  with  your  SQgges- 
t|ion,  to  lorfji  Ooderich^  who,  I  eironeonsly 


conceived,  consented  to  what  I  intended  to 
propose ;  and  I  stated  the  contents  only 
when  he  stated  his  dissent  from  my  propo* 
sition,  which  was  in  fact  your  own. 

"  In  respect  to  the  bill  being  thrown  out 
in  consequence  of  this  or  any  other  altera- 
tion, that  is  a  matter  that  depends  entirely 
upon  the  government.  Ever  yours,  most 
faithfully,  Wellinotok.*' 

It  would  be  quite  impossible  for  the 
committee  not  to  see,  that  when  the  noble 
duke  thus  gave  him  clearly  to  understand, 
that  the  amendment  was  his,  he  could  not 
do  otherwise  than  send  him  an  explana- 
tion. He  accordingly  wrote  to  him.  as 
follows:— 

"  Somertet^place^June  2,  1827,  llp.ffi. 

"Mydearbuke;  Your  letter  >  which  I 
received  this  evening  makes  me  regret  ex- 
tremely that  you  did  not  afford  me  an  <n>- 
portunity  of  pointing  out  to  you  before  the 
discussion  of  last  night  the  wide  difference 
between  what  is  stated  in  my  letter  of  the 
24th  ult.,  as  that  to  which  individually  I 
should  have  had  no  objection,  and  your 
amendment,  which,  from  mistake,  you 
represent  as  being  my  own  proposition. 

"  The  proposition  in  my  letter  of  the 
24th  ult.,  to  which  1  stated  that  I  should 
have  no  objection,  was  in  substance  this : 
— to  suspend  the  regulations  of  the  present 
bill  in  respect  to  any  foreign  wheat  that 
should  be  bonded  after  tlie  passing  of  the 
bill  until  the  average  price  had  reached 
66s.,  and  to  provide,  that  thenceforward 
(i.  e.  after  the  price  shoiild  have  once  reached 
668.)  the  provisions  of  the  bill  should  take 
effect  in  respect  to  all  such  foreign  wheat ; 
or,  in  the  words  of  my  letter,  that '  it  (such 
foreign  wheat)  should  then  come  under  the 
regulations  of  the  bill.' 

'*  The  effect  of  your  amendment  is,  that 
at  no  time  shall  the  regulations  of  the  bill 
come  into  operation  in  respect  to  any 
foreign  wheat  bonded  after  the  passing  of 
the  bill  whenever  the  price  shall  be  below 
66s. 

"  My  proposition  obviously  contemplates 
a  measure,  the  extent  and  limits  of  which 
are  as  follows ; — That  the  wheat  now  in 
bond  (upwards  of  five  hundred  thousand 
quarters)  should  be  the  only  foreign  wheat 
entitled  to  come  into  the  market  of  this 
country  till  the  price  should  have  reached 
66i.;  that  this  price  once  attained,  the 
preference  shoula  cease;  and  that  all 
other  foreign  wheat  should  thenceforward 
be  equally  entitled  to  come  in  '  under  the 
I  r^ulations  of  the  bUr'-HvUch  regulaftiQaa 
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enact  tint  it  may  be  tak^n  oat  of  wavahonM 
at  aU  Hm»$9  upon  payment  of  the  duties 
specified  in  the  schedule. 

'^  Your  amendment  is  not  a  proviso  pro 
hao  wcOf  qualifying  for  a  special  purpose, 
and,  according  to  all  probability  ^  for  a  very 
limited  time,  the  general  regulations  of  the 
bill :  but  it  is  VLpermanentenactment  directly 
contravening  those  regulations. 

'<  Having  thus,  I  tmst,  made  clear  the 
diflRsrence  between  your  amendment  and 
the  proposition  contained  in  my  letter  of 
the  24th,  it  is  only  further  necessary  for 
me  to  state  the  reason  whidi  induced  me 
to  intimate  to  you,  at  the  close  of  that 
letter,  my  apprehension  that  the  giving 
effiBot  to  sQch  a  proposition  would  be  fatal 
to  the  bill. 

'^  I  conceived  that  you  would  think  it 
better  not  to  risk  the  ntte  of  this  import* 
ant  measure,  by  proposing  any  amendment, 
however  much  it  might  be  i^reeable  to 
some  parties,  if  you  were  aware  that  the 
neeessary  eflfect  of  its  being  adopted  would 
be  to  put  an  end  to  the  measure  altoge- 
ther. 

''  The  amendment  which  you  have  car* 
ried  cannot,  I  am  persuaded,  be  acceded 
to  by  the  House  of  Commons.  This  is 
not  a  matter  that  depends  upon  the  govern* 
ment ;  and  you  must  allow  me  to  add,  that 
were  a  new  bill  to  be  brought  in,  embracing 
that  amendment,  it  would  be  no  longer 
etwn  m  principle  the  measure  agreed  to  in 
lofd  Liverpool's  cabinet,  but  one  of  a  very 
different  character. 

"  W.   HUSKISSON." 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  he  received 
one  from  his  noble  friend,  lamenting  the 
mistake  into  whioh  he  had  follen,  and  say- 
ing that  he  could  only  regret  that  he  found 
himself  bound,  in  duty,  to  persevere  in  the 
course  which  he  had  taken.  He  had  now 
discharged  a  very  painful  duty,  which  he 
had  been  called  upon  to  perform,  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  public  discussion  which  had 
taken  place  on  what  had  passed  between 
him  and  his  noble  friend.  He  would  only 
add,  that  the  high  respect  which  he  enter- 
tained for  his  noble  fnend,  and  the  many 
personal  acts  of  kindness  which  he  had  re- 
ceived at  his  hands,  prevented  the  exist- 
enco  of  any  other  feeling,  on  his  part,  than 
that  of  variance  of  opinion  with  his  noble 
friend  upon  this  point.  He  trusted  that 
nothing  else  existed  on  the  part  of  his 
nohU  fiisnd,-^He  would  now  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  propositions  before  the 
coouuttoe.~He  shonla  ne?er  have  ex- 
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pected  that  a  proposition  sack  as  the  hon. 
member  opposite  had  made  would  have 
come  from  that  quarter.     The  iiouse  was 
now  called  lipon  to  negative  all  the  pre- 
cedbg  votes  of  the  sessbn,  and  to  ^sciaim 
their  own  consistency.     Surely  the  hon. 
member  must  be  aware,   that  the  rale 
respecting  trade  in  foreign  com  was,  that 
it  should  be  admitted  under  certain  occa- 
sional regulations  and  prohibitions.    The 
hon.  member,  however,  seemed  inclined  to 
make  prohibition  the  rale,  and  importation 
merely  occasional.    The  hon.  member  for 
Essex  seemed  to  think  that  70s.  a  quarter 
was  a  fair  price  for  corn  free  of  duty.  But, 
had  the  hon.  member  so  far  forgotten  the 
views  which  the  House  had  lately  expressed 
upon  the  subject,  as  seriously  to  say  that, 
up  to  70f .,  there  should  not  be  one  grain 
or  foreign  corn  admitted?  The  hon.  member 
seemed,  indeed,  to  think  that  the  House 
had  completely  lost  sight  of  a  system 
founded  on  prohibition,  and  had  determin- 
ed to  adopt  a  more  liberal  system  than  the 
law  of  1 8 15  allowed  them  to  adopt.    That 
law  never  came  into  full  force  until  the 
years  1816  and  1810 ;   and  such  were  its 
effects  at  those  periods,  that  general  repro- 
bation was  expressed  throughout  the  coun* 
try,  both  by  the  agricultural  and  manufac- 
turing interests.   The  hon.  member  seemed 
to  think  it  quite  consistent  with  the  pre- 
vious opinion  given  by  a  majority  of  the 
members  in  that  House,  that  70s.  ought  to 
be  the  price  at  which  wheat  might  come 
in  at  a  duty  of  17s.    He  proposed,  as  a 
safe  mode  of  legislation,  to  lock  up  all  corn 
in  bond,  and  not  to  admit  it  to  be  import* 
ed,  until  the  price  reached  70^. ;  and  this 
he  proposed  at  a  period  when  60s,  waa 
insufficient  to  protect  the  holders  of  com. 
—There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  refer.    The  hon.  member  for 
Essex  had,  no  later  than  last  Thursday, 
stated,  when  on  the  subject  of  the  ounrency, 
that  60s.  of  the  present  day  was  equivalent 
to  BOs.  of  the  year  1816.    In  this  opinion 
he  felt  disposed  to  agree ;   but  he  would 
ask  the  hon.  member,  if  80s.  of  the  year 
1815  was  equal  to  60f .  now,  then  what  waa 
his  proposal  of  70f .  ?     Why,  it  was  equal 
by  his  own  showing  to  95s.  of  the  year 
1815.     So  that  his  proposition  amounted 
to  this— that  95s.  was  the  price  at  whkh 
com  might  be  admitted :   with  this  diffsr- 
ence,  however,  that  the  law  of  1815  ad- 
mitted foreign  com  free  of  duty ;  and  now 
at  a  price  of  95f .  a  duty  of  85ff.  waa 
chaigesUe  upcio  it    The  hon.  gsntlenuui, 
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iB  ordor  lo  be  connftent,  ought  to  battt 
moDay  as  cheap  as  it  waa  in  1816;  and 
then  corn  would  have  been  at  the  tame 
price  that  it  bore  prior  to  that  year.  He 
was  waminted  in  stating,  from  past  ex- 
perienoe,  that  the  renewal  of  the  law  of 
1816  would  cause  an  undue  flow  of  com 
into  the  country.  The  hon.  member  must 
perceive,  that  the  price  of  80s.  could  no 
longer  be  sustainea ;  and  he  must  also  see, 
that  to  alter  the  present  bill,  and  substitute 
the  price  of  70s.,  would  be  to  make  the 
measure  altogether  nugatory.  If  you  adopt 
the  price  of  70;.,  you  adopt  tnat  price 
which  might  come  into  operation  under 
circumstances  of  great  pressure^  when  the 
faihire  of  the  harvest  in  this  country  should 
render  foreign  importation  necessary :  and 
he  had  already  shown  that  70s.  then,  was 
equal  to  96s.  now.  Did  the  hon.  member  for 
Essex  mean,  by  his  measure,  to  call  into 
action  the  system  of  averages  ?  or  did  he 
think  it  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
oountry  at  large,  that  foreign  com  should 
be  shut  out  for  three  months  longer  ?  He, 
as  a  choice  of  evils,  distinctly  preferred 
80s.  to  the  price  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
member  for  JBssex ;  because  the  former 
price  was,  in  point  of  fact,  tantamount  to 
a  prohibition,  and  because,  under  the  ope- 
rations of  that  law,  the  system  of  averages 
could  have  no  mischievous  effects,  and 
would  in  fact  be  a  dead  letter.  He  per- 
fectly agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend, 
that  it  would  indeed  be  a  very  great  mis- 
fortune if  the  country  were  to  remain  for  an 
indefinite  period  without  any  measure 
being  deciaed  upon  with  regard  to  the 
vital  question  now  before  the  House. 
The  evils  which  its  protraction  would 
crsate  would  be  felt  not  only  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  people ;  but  the  agricultu- 
ral interest  would  siso  feel  deeply  the  mis- 
fortune of  delay,  by  which  they  were  pre- 
duded  from  carrying  into  operation  the 
several  agreements  into  which  landlord 
and  tenant  had  entered  to  meet  the  new 
state  of  things,  and  all  of  which  would 
necessarily  remain  unsettled  by  the  state 
in  which  this  law  was  left.  He  felt  the 
misfortune  of  this  delay  the  more,  when 
he  reflected  on  the  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sfam :  and  when  his  right  hon.  friend  said, 
that  it  would  be  better  that  the  House 
should  sit  until  the  end  of  July,  in  order 
to  pass  some  measure  of  relief,  he  agreed 
witxi  him  that  it  would  be  so,  if  by  pro- 
tracting the  session  he  could  hope  for 
siwh  a  teaolc.    His  right  hen*  ftieBa  said, 


he  wished  to  see  the  bill  with  its  amend<- 
ments  passed  into  a  law :  he  could  only 
say,  that  if  his  right  hon.  friend  would  ub» 
dertake  to  pass  a  measure  similar  to  that 
which  was  rendered  useless  by  the  intro* 
duction  of  the  noble  duke's  amendment, 
then  his  right  hon.  friend  might  be  sura 
of  his  support.  But  the  amendment  pro* 
posed  by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Can* 
ning)  could  have  been  proposed  elsewhere ; 
and  he  owned  he  felt  mther  surprised  that 
a  noble  friend  of  his,  lately  a  ooUeaeue 
(lord  Bathurst),  had  not  proposed  such  a 
clause.  Really,  after  so  much  discussion, 
deliberation,  and  delay,  he  could  see  no 
chance  whatever  of  passing  any  bill,  unless 
the  House  were  so  &r  to  compromise  tta 
consistency,  and  stultify  ito  own  act%  as  to 
adopt  an  amendment  which  would  esta* 
blisn  warehouses  in  foreign  ports,  and  ex« 
pose  the  com  intended  for  the  Britidi 
market  to  all  the  haxard  of  fluctuating 
prices,  and  the  impediments  which  foreign 
powers  at  variance  with  this  country,- 
would  be  sure  to  throw  in  our  way.  At 
no  time'  could  we  adopt  such  a  measure ; 
and  therefore  he  should  ^ve  his  support 
to  the  amendment  of  his  nght  hon.  friend ; 
for  he  felt  that  to  introduce  a  measure  of 
a  permanent  nature  would  be  to  subject  it 
to  the  fate  which  attended  the  bill  in  the 
other  House.  And  how  could  he  sup- 
pose otherwise,  when  he  reflected  that  the 
noble  duke  gave  the  measure  his  sanction 
when  first  it  was  introduced,  and  opposed 
it  in  a  subsequent  stage,  notwithstanding 
the  convincing  reply  to  his  objections 
which  was  urged  by  a  noble  friend  (lord 
Qoderich),  and  which  met  with  no  other 
answer  than  this — ^'^Hera  is  our  amend- 
ment, we  know  it  is  fatal  to  the  bill,  and 
are  determined  to  carry  it.*'  Would  it 
not  be  exposing  the  House  to  a  similar  re- 
sult, if  any  other  than  a  temporary  mea  • 
sure  were  now  proposed?  It  was  there- 
fore with  regret  he  confessed  that  a  bill 
similar  to  that  which  was  rendered  abor- 
tive could  not  be  again  introduced,-— that 
bill,  which  was  earned  by  the  House  with 
a  triumphant  majority,  the  eflects  of  which 
would  soon  have  spread  throughout  the 
empire,  lulling  irritation  and  angry  feeling 
wherever  they  existed,  and  which  for  yeara 
past  had  prevailed  in  society  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unsettled  state  of  thb  qoea- 
tion— that  bill  which  had  awakened  the 
hopes  of  those  whom  it  was  intonded  to 
relieve,  and  which,  if  it  possessed  no  other 
■aril,  wonhl  at  hasl  have  radeanad  Iha 
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character  of  the  landed  interest  from  the 
imputation  that,  from  the  year  1815  to  the 
present  period,  they  had  shut  their  eyes 
and  their  ears  to  the  distresses  of  their 
fellow-countrymen.  There  was  one  other 
topic  on  which  he  wished  to  make  one  or 
two  remaxks.  It  had  been  quoted  a^nst 
him,  that  he  held  that  England  ought  not 
too  largely  and  frequently  to  depend  on  other 
countries  for  their  supply  of  com .  He  main- 
tained that  doctrine  in  1 8 1 5 ;  he  held  it  now ; 
he  thought  nothing  could  be  so  danger- 
ous to  this  country  as  to  rely  too  largely 
and  too  frequently  on  foreign  countries 
for  their  supplies  of  com.  But  he  could 
conceive  a  state  of  things  which  might  be 
attended  with  most  dangerous  conse- 
quences, if  such  a  bill  as  the  one  that  had 
been  proposed  did  not  exist.  He  hop^ 
he  had  now  stated  his  reasons  fairly.  His 
object  was,  to  restore  the  Cora-law  to 
what  it  was  in  1773.  He  wished  to  make 
this  country  independent  of  foreigners, 
commercially  as  well  as  politically.  The 
committee  might  be  assured,  that,  so  long 
,  as  it  was  the  interest  of  foreigners  to  pro- 
duce distress  here,  and  cause  political  dis- 
comfiture, they  would  be  unceasing  in 
their  efforts  to  do  so.  It  was  because  he 
valued  the  independence  of  the  country, 
and  not  that  he  wished  to  undermine  it, 
that  he  had  supported  the  measure,  the 
loss  of  whidi  was  so  generally  deplored. 
With  respect  to  the  letter  to  which  allu- 
sion had  been  made,  he  disclaimed  the 
compliments  which  had  been  paid  to  it. 
All  he  could  say  of  it  was,  that  it  was  di- 
rected to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
written,  and  not,  as  had  been  supposed, 
to  revive  the  prohibition  of  1815.  Being 
himself  the  party,  who,  as  a  private  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  in  1814,  proposed  a 
graduated  scale  of  prohibitory  duties  which 
was  matured  afterwards  by  the  wisdom 
and  experience  of  lord  Liverpool,  it  was 
not  likely  that  he  would  recommend  a 
principle  utterly  inconsistent  with  that 
>u6;^stion.  That  principle  was  the  basis 
of  Uie  very  measure  the  loss  of  which  he 
should  always  lament,  and  which  he  hoped, 
early  in  the  next  session,  this  House,  and 
it  was  to  be  hoped  the  other,  would  have 
the  wisdom  to  repair. 

Lord  Morpeth  observed,  that  in  the 
measure  which  had  failed  elsewhere,  the 
agricultural  interest,  though  not  perfectly 
satisfied,  had  obtained  more  than  they 
expected,  whilst  the  commercial  classes, 
in  flRct}  itU  the  coiisiiiQer»-<-vei^  coutent* 
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One  great  mistake  had,  however,  beea 
committed,  by  the  indulgence  of  a  foolish 
credulity,  in  supposing  that,  when  the  mea- 
sure reached  that  place  where  one  of  those 
interests  prevailed,  and  where  a  generous 
principle  ought  to  prevail,  the  wishes  and 
the  hopes  of  the  country  would  be  grati- 
fied [cheers].  It  was  not  his  desire  nor 
his  intention  to  inquire  by  what  instrument- 
ality those  hopes  and  wishes  had  been 
disappointed ;  but  he  thought  that  if  mi- 
nisters had  not  refused  to  go  on  with  a 
bill  upon  which  there  had  been  graflted  a 
clause  subversive  of  its  principle,  they 
would  not  have  been  entitled  to  the  praise 
they  deserved.  If,  in  another  place,  the 
late  measure  was  opposed,  the  present  re- 
solutions of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex 
could  not  be  agreed  to ;  for  they  were  more 
opposed  to  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
late  ministers,  than  even  the  mutilated  bill, 
the  loss  of  which  they  proposed  to  supply. 
He  should  give  his  support  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  which 
contained  as  much  good  as  could  be  ex- 
pected at  that  late  period  of  the  session. 
If  there  needed  any  xonfirmation  of  which 
had  been  the  master  mind  in  the  late  mi- 
nistry— if  there  was  any  thing  wanted  to 
mark  out  the  great  and  splendid  distinc- 
tion between  those  who  left  and  those  who 
remained  in  office — that  difference  would 
now  be  recognized  by  the  whole  body  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Western  shortly  replied.  He  said, 
he  was  glad  to  learn  from  Uie  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose his  measure  with  a  view  of  ruining 
the  agriculture  of  the  country — ^that  he 
did  not  contemplate  the  putting  the  bad 
lands  out  of  cultivation — and  that  he  wish- 
ed to  secure  to  the  country  a  sufficient 
supply,  without  depressing  the  agriculture 
of  this  country.  He  and  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  were  now  agreed  in  their  views 
of  the  importance  of  agriculture,  and 
neither  wished  to  see  it  diminished.  These, 
however,  were  not  the  impressions  circu- 
lated by  those  publications  which  advo- 
cated the  repeal  of  the  Com-laws.  They 
wished  to  promote  the  manufactures  of 
this  country  at  the  expense  of  our  own 
agriculture,  and  by  encouraging  the  agri- 
culture of  foreign  countries.  To  this 
system  he  was  opposed.  He  preferred 
his  own  measure,  because  the  resolutions 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  only  allow  the  corn  now  in  bond  to 
be  tt^A  put,  aud  then  the  CQuntry  ivQul<)i 
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be  in  the  same  atate  it  was  now  in ;  while 
his  own  resolutions  would  bring  the  act  of 
1822  into  operation,  and  insure  a  large 
supply  of  corn,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Canning  begged  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  only  objection  offered  to 
his  resolutions.  He  should  begin  by  an- 
swering a  question  which  had  been  put  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Essex.  He  did  con- 
sider that  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
House  to  support  the  agricultur^d  interest; 
but  he  did  say,  that  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued,  for  a  series  of  years,  with 
regard  to  this  subject,  was  not  calculated 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  agricultu- 
rists, and  that  in  no  instance  was  it  plain 
and  clear,  their  real  interests  had  been 
consulted.  He  blamed  not  those  who 
were  the  authors  of  the  measures  he  re- 
ferred to ;  it  was  by  mere  accident  that, 
in  the  years  1815  and  1822,  he  was  not  a 
party  to  them.  But  there  had  been  a 
great  and  grievous  mistake  throughout  in 
respect  to  the  agricultural  question.  He 
considered  that  the  bill  which  had  been 
sent  up  to  the  Lords  afforded  protection 
to  the  agricultural  interest  in  one  point,  of 
all  things  most  desirable ;  it  was  not  high- 
ness or  lowness  which  it  was  calculated  to 
effect,  but  steadiness.  The  country  would 
not  have  had  to  go  through  tho  ruinous 
fluctuations  of  former  years,  which  pressed 
with  equal  violence  on  opposite,  and  some- 
times conflicting,  but  consentient  interests. 
He  did  think  that  the  bill  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  if  it  had  been  allowed  to  pass, 
would  have  gone  as  far  towards  accom- 
plishing the  object  in  view,  as  any  thing 
he  could  think  of,  or  as  had  been  pro- 
posed by  others.  On  that  ground,  the 
bill  had  his  concurrence ;  and  such  a  bill 
should  have  his  support  if  introduced  in 
the  ensuing  session.  To  the  principle  of 
protecting  duties  instead  of  prohibition, 
ne  was  decidedly  favourable :  it  was  ad- 
vantageous to  the  com  trade  at  home ;  it 
enabled  growers  and  importers  to  go  on 
amicably  together,  assisting,  and  not 
running  counter  to,  each  other.  Upon 
these  principles  the  bill  was  founded.  The 
hon.  member  for  Essex  asked,  whether 
there  was  a  difference  between  a  prohi- 
bition and  a  prohibitory  duty?  He  an- 
swered yes ;  there  was  the  same  difference 
in  respect  to  the  corn  trade,  as  in  respect 
to  other  trades :  and  was  there  any  other 
trade  to  which  the  ouestion  could  apply  ? 
Under  a  non-prohibitory  system,  the  trade 

w<mld  be  going  on,  wbeieaa  under  a  pro« 


hibition  it  sts^ated  altogether;  the  sup- 
ply would  be  stinted  when  it  was  most 
wanted,  and  would  at  other  times  overflow. 
The  non-prohibitory  system  placed  the 
corn  trade  on  that  wholesome  footing  upon 
which  it  ought  to  stand ;  leaving  it  to  all 
the  risk  of  occasional  speculation,  but 
offering  no  powerful  stimuli  on  one  side  or 
the  other.  Such  was  the  difference  be- 
tween prohibition  and  prohibitory  duties. 
When  protecting  duties  were  introduced, 
the  motive  was  taken  away  to  extravagant 
speculation,  as  in  1819,  which  was  inju- 
rious to  the  consumer,  and  overwhelmed 
the  agriculturists  with  ruin.  He  now  pro- 
ceeded to  the  only  objection  taken  to  his 
own  resolutions.  It  was  asked  why,  in- 
stead of  a  temporary  measure,  he  did  not 
introduce  a  permanent  one  ?  He  answer- 
ed, because  he  did  not  wish  to  subject  it 
to  that  fate  which  had  attended  the  last ; 
because  he  felt  that  there  was  a  deter- 
mined spirit  in  the  other  House  to  reject 
whatever  the  Commons  should  agree  to 
on  this  subject  [cheers].  Was  there  any 
man  in  this  House,  who,  when  out  of  it, 
would  say  he  believed  there  was  no  such 
thing  ?  He  (Mr.  Canning)  had  conversed 
with  persons  of  all  sentiments  and  all  per- 
suasions, some  of  whom  had  felt  anger, 
some  regret,  and  some  triumph,  at  the 
fate  of  the  bill ;  but  he  had  not  met  with 
any  individual  who  would  say,  that  he 
believed  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  votes  given  in  favour  of  a  certam 
amendment,  without  some  other  bond  of 
synf^athy  besides  a  disinterested  convic- 
tion that  the  measure  was  honest.  He 
had  conversed  with  those  who  walked  the 
streets,  and  he  had  not  met  with  one  who 
gravely  thought  that  the  coincidence  arose 
from  a  conviction  that  the  measure  was 
beneficial.  Did  he,  by  this,  accuse  any 
one  of  faction  ?  No  such  thing.  He  had 
listened  to  the  correspondence  which  had 
been  read  that  night  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  and  he  must  say  that  he  was  not 
convinced  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  did 
not  labour  under  some  misapprehensbn, 
and  did  not  think  that  he  was  doing  that 
which  was  beneficial.  He  could  not  ex- 
clude from  his  consideration,  that  even  so 
great  a  man  as  the  duke  of  Wellington 
had  been  made  an  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  others  on  that  occasion  [some  few  cries 
of  *< order"  followed  this  sentence;  but 
they  were  instantly  lost  in  loud  and  con- 
tinued shouu  of  "  hear,  hear  !'']•  History 
I  afforded  other  instaocea  ia  wbidi  aqoallj 
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great  men  had  been  made  the  instroraeats 
of  others,  for  their  own  particular  views. 
He  did  believe  that  the  amendmeDt  moved 
by  his  grace  was  not  at  first  intended  by 
him,  but  t^at  in  the  first  instance  certain 
words  omitted  in  the  first  clause  led  the 
way  to  that  amendment.    As  to  the  num- 
bers by  which  that  amendment  was  car* 
ried,  he  must  say,  that  he  believed  it  im- 
poesiUe  to  get  together  such  discordant 
materials  (differing  as  they  did  on  so  many 
other  points),  acting  from  a  conviction  of  the 
merits  of  that  amendment.  He  looked  upon 
the  union  not  as  arising  from  the  merits 
of  the  question,  but  from  some  deep-rooted 
design  to  produce  another  effect  in  the 
4>ther  House,  or  that  House,  or  elsewhere. 
He  repeated  his  belief,  that  the  duke  of 
Wellington  acted  from  a  conviction   of 
what  he  thought  was  right ;  and  he  fully 
acquitted  him  of  any  hostile  intentions  in 
the  course  he  pursued.    From  the  corres- 
pondence whicn  was  read  that  night,  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  noble  duke  acted 
conscientiously,  on  what  be  understood  to 
be  the  meaning  of  his  right  hon.  friend's 
letter.    However,  the  delusion,  or  what^ 
ever  else  it  might  be  called,  which  had  led 
to  that  result,  would  die  away  before  the 
next  session,  more  especially  ii  the  sub- 
ject, as  no  doubt  it  would,  should  become 
matter  of  discussion  out  of  doors.     For 
these  reasons  he  would,  in  the  course  of 
the  next  session,  if  not  better  advised  in 
the  interim,  intwduoe  a  measure  founded 
on  the  same  principles,  and  having  the 
same  object  as  that,  the  loss  of  which  Miy 
had  now  to  regret;  and  would  to  God  that 
it  might  be  then  time  enough  to  realize 
advantages  equal  to  those  which  the  late 
bill  would  have  produced  [cheers]. 

The  committee  then  divided:  For  the 
original  motion  52;  For  Mr.  Canning's 
amendment  238 ;  Majority  186. 

CovEVTBV  Maoistract  BillJ  On 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  readiftg 
of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Fyier  opposed  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  dedaring  that  it  was  founded  on 
a  principle  unconstitutional  and  unjust. 
He  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  it  be 
lead  a  third  time  on  that  day  three  months. 

Lord  W.  Ria$eU  thought  that  other  ce- 
nedies  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  evils 
which  were  visible  in  the  management  of 
the  Coventry  jurisdiction.  In  his  opinion, 
the  bBl  inculcated  a  princ^e  higiily  dan« 
fesoM  to  a  fiee  cewrtabilions  namo>]r» ttial 


Cove%ify  MagUftacy  Bill. 


1M( 


of  non-responsibility  in  pmblio  offices ;  ajid 
as  a  member  wholly  unconnected  with 
either  party,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  it, 

Mr.  Birch  opposed  the  bill,  and  coDi- 
tended  that  the  magistrates  of  towns  had, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Luddite  riots,  and 
at  various  other  times,  shown  themselves 
prompt  and  active  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  while  the  county  magistrates 
were  either  inactive,  or  at  too  great  a  dis* 
tance  to  render  anj  assistance. 

Mr.  Van  Homngh  insisted  that  a  bill  of 
this  kind,  uncalled  for  and  unsupports4 
by  any  evidence,  was  ex  post  factor  novel« 
capricious,  and  calculated  to  do  no  credit 
to  the  House. 

Lord  Sccndan  said,  that  instances  of  per* 
jur^  at  the  election  had  been  adduced, 
which  not  only  proved  the  vice  of  the  vn^ 
dividuals,  but  the  vice  of  the  system.  No 
attack  had  been  made  upon  corporate 
rights,  generally :  a  single  remedy  had 
only  been  applied  to  a  single  grievanoe. 

The  Attomey^Ofneral  said,  he  saw 
nothing  unconstitutional  in  the  proposed 
measure.  From  the  statements  which 
bad  been  made,  he  thought  that  legislative 
interference  was  necessary  in  this  oase. 
When  assaults  were  proved  to  have  bee^ 
committed  with  impunity;  when  persona 
were  not  allowed  to  go  up  fitsely  to  poU  t 
there  was  evidently  a  want  of  authority  in 
the  magistrates  that  ought  to  be  remecUed. 
Mr.  Fox  had  very  justly  said,  that  chartef  • 
ed  privileges  ought  not  to  be  invaded  hf 
law,  unless  a  very  strong  case  were  nuub 
out.  In  this  doctrine  he  fully  agreed. 
Those  privileges  were  given  to  particular 
bodies,  not  for  th^nselves,  but  for  the  pub- 
lic benefit ;  and,  when  the  public  benefit 
was  not  secured,  then  the  Legislature  had 
a  right  to  remedy  the  evil.  With  these 
impressions  he  should  vote  for  the  bill. 

Air.  Peel  thought  the  present  extensive 
measure  of  redress  altogether  uncalled  for 
by  the  alleged  grievance.  The  remedy  was 
worse  than  t^  disease.  What  was  the 
case  with  respect  to  Coventry  ?  A  ooin^ 
mittee  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  validity  of  the  etectioo  of  the  membeie» 
and  th^  decided  that  those  two  members 
were  duly  eleeted ;  but  then  they  turned 
round  and  found  the  magistrates  guilty 
upon  an  indictment  which  nad  neyer  bean 
preferred.  He  called  upon  the  House  to 
consider  the  nature  of  the  present  bill  be* 
fore  they  passed  it.  By  that  bill  th^  wens 
about  togiveto  the  magistracy  ef  the  oowty 
of  Warwick  a  eooewteU  jurisdiction,  ngt 
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faly  in  th«  appoiiitmeiit  of  the  police  of 
Coventry^  but  alio  in  the  asseisment)*  It 
appeered,  that  an  officer  of  the  town  had 
been  guilty  of  grots  negligenoe,  and  had 
connived  at  the  acta  of  Sie  townsmen^  who 
were  rioting ;  now,  it  was  perfectly  right 
that  this  individual  should  be  punished, 
but  let  not  his  sins  be  visited  upon  the 
whole  of  the  magistracy ;  and  he  should 
certabl^  feel  better  pleased  if  he  found 
the  punishment  ,moie  adapted  to  the  evil 
than  it  was  at  present. 

Dr.  PhiUmore  defended  the  committee, 
and  contended,  that,  having  had  the  riot- 
ing, and  other  improper  conduct,  during 
the  election,  submitted  to  them,  they  would 
have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  if 
they  had  neglected  to  represent  the  case 
as  it  actually  stood.  It  was  clearly  proved, 
that  the  most  serious  riots  had  taken  place 
at  the  late  election;  but  such  disturbances 
were  not  confined  to  this  recent  period ; 
for  it  would  be  found,  that  similar  com- 
plaints,  with  xes[)ect  to  Coventrj,  were 
entered  upon  their  Journals  so  far  as  a 
hundred  years  back.  * 

Mr.  Stanley  supported  tlie  bill,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  local  magistrates  were 
unequal  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  them 
upon  such  occasions. 

Mr.  Bankss  thou^^t  the  law  adequate 
to  the  punishment  of  the  offenders,  wiUiout 
resorting  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  C.  WynUf  after  recounting  various 
instances  of  abuse  which  had  occurred 
under  the  present  system,  during  the  last 
century,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  contend- 
ed, that  it  was  impossible  that  these  evils 
should  be  remedied,  unless  some  measure 
like  the  present  were  adopted.  He  did 
not  feel  the  same  apprehension,  with  re- 
gard to  the  admission  of  the  county  ma- 
gistrates, as  his  right  hon.  friend  had  ex- 
pressed. The  House  ought  to  support  the 
present  measure,  as  the  one  by  which 
similar  riots  at  Coventry  could  be  effectu- 
ally put  an  end  to. 

xne  House  divided :  For  the  third  read- 
ing 65 ;  Against  it  55 ;  Majority  10.  The 
bill  was  then  read  a  third  time.  Upon  the 
question,  that  it  do  pass,  lord  Lowther  pro- 
posed a  clause,  by  way  of  rider,  "  That 
theiurisdiction  of  the  (bounty  Magistrates 
at  doventry  elections  should  only  extend 
from  the  period  of  issuing  the  wnt  to  the 
letnm  of  the  sane."  Upon  this  clause 
the  House  divided :  For  the  Clause  63 ; 
Against  it  64;  Majority  11.  ThebiUwas 
then  passed* 
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Private  Bills.]  Mr.  Hume,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  rose  to  move  a  series  of 
Resolutions  for  the  future  resnlation  of  pro- 
ceedings on  Private  Bills.  He  stated,  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  do  any  thing 
more  than  move  the  assent  of  the  House  to 
them  during  this  session ;  but  that,  early 
in  the  next,  he  would  move  for  their  regu- 
lar adoption.  The  hon.  member  then 
moved  the  following  Resolutions : — 

1.  "That  all  Pnvate  Bills  directed  by 
the  Standing  Orders  to  be  printed  shau 
have  the  blanks  filled  up  in  Italics. 

2.  **  That  in  all  cases  (except  specially 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties  in  writing) 
every  Private  Bdl  shall  be  read  a  second 
time,  ten  days  after  the  first  reading,  if  a 
day  shall  not  have  been  fixed  by  the  House 
at  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill,  or  the  Bill 
to  be  abandoned  for  that  Session. 

3.  "That  there  be  fourteen  days  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  reading  of  sJl 
Private  Bills  relating  to  Irehmd. 

4.  "  That  there  be  six  clear  days  be- 
tween the  second  reading  of  every  Private 
Bill  and  the  sitting  of  the  Committee 
thereupon. 

5.  "  That  the  promoters  or  opposers  of 
every  Private  Bill  do  provide  (where  prac- 
ticable) printed  copies  of  any  new  Clauses 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Committee,  or  pro- 
posed to  be  added  to  the  Bill  on  the  report 
or  third  reading. 

6.  "  That  there  be  seven  dear  days  be- 
tvreexk  the  day  on  which  every  bill  within 
the  Standing  Orders  is  reported,  except 
Names'  Bills,  Naturalization  and  Estates 
Bills,  and  the  day  when  the  Report  shall 
be  taJcen  into  consideration. 

7.  *'  That  ever^  Private  Bill,  as  amend- 
ed by  the  Committee,  be  printed  at  the 
expense  of  the  parties  applying  for  the 
same,  and  be  delivered  to  the  Members 
three  clear  days,  at  least,  before  such 
Report  shall  be  taken  mto  consideration* 

8.  "  That  due  notice  be  given  by  the 
promoters  or  opposers  of  any  Private  Bill 
of  their  intention  to  move  any  new  clause, 
or  make  any  alteration  in  the.  Bill,  on  the 
report  or  tlurd  reading. 

9.  "  That  there  be  one  clear  day's 
notice  given  of  the  third  reading  of  every 
Private  Bill.'* 

Mr.  (ryim  said,  he  would  not  be  pledged 
to  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  though 
he  had  no  immediate  objection  to  urge  to 
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eniu^b  that  it  may  be  tak^  out  of  warohonM 
ai  all  tmtif  upon  paymoot  of  the  dutiea 
speei6td  in  tlie  icheduie. 

"  Your  amendment  it  not  a  proviso  pro 
hao  meOf  qualifying  for  a  special  purpose, 
and»  according  to  all  probability  ^  for  a  very 
limited  time,  the  general  regulations  of  the 
bill :  but  it  is  9.  permanent  enactment  directly 
contravening  those  regulations. 

'*  Haying  thus,  I  trust,  made  clear  the 
difference  between  your  amendment  and 
the  proposition  contained  in  my  letter  of 
the  24tn,  it  is  only  further  necessary  for 
me  to  state  the  reason  which  induced  me 
to  intimate  to  you,  at  the  close  of  that 
letter,  my  apprehension  that  the  givine 
effect  to  such  a  proposition  would  be  fatal 
totheUU. 

'^  I  conceiTed  that  you  would  think  it 
better  not  to  risk  the  fate  of  this  import* 
ant  measure,  by  proposing  any  amendment, 
however  much  it  might  be  agreeable  to 
some  parties,  if  you  were  aware  that  the 
necessary  effect  of  its  being  adopted  would 
be  to  put  an  end  to  the  measure  altoge- 
ther. 

**  The  amendment  which  you  have  car« 
ried  cannot,  I  am  persuaded,  be  acceded 
to  by  the  House  of  Commons.  This  is 
not  a  matter  that  depends  upon  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  you  must  allow  me  to  add,  that 
were  a  new  bill  to  be  brought  in,  embracing 
that  amendment,  it  would  be  no  longer 
even  in  principle  the  measure  agreed  to  in 
lord  Liverpoors  cabinet,  but  one  of  a  very 
different  cnaracter. 

"  W.   HUSKISSON." 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  he  received 
one  from  his  noUe  friend,  lamenting  the 
mistake  into  which  he  had  fallen,  and  say- 
ing that  he  could  only  regret  that  he  found 
himself  bound,  in  duty,  to  persevere  in  the 
course  which  he  had  taken.  He  had  now 
discharged  a  very  painful  duty,  which  he 
had  been  called  upon  to  perform,  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  public  discussion  which  had 
taken  place  on  what  had  passed  between 
him  and  his  noble  friend.  He  would  only 
add,  that  the  high  respect  which  he  enter- 
tained for  his  noble  fnend,  and  the  many 
personal  acts  of  kindnsM  which  he  had  re- 
ceived at  his  hands,  prevented  the  exist- 
ence of  any  other  feeling,  on  his  part,  than 
that  of  variance  of  opinbn  with  his  noble 
friend  upon  this  point.  He  trusted  that 
nothine  else  existed  on  the  part  of  his 
noUe  mend.— He  would  now  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  propositions  before  the 
coouBitleet-^He  should  never  have  ei« 
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pected  that  a  proposition  such  as  the  hon. 
member  opposite  had  mads  wonhi  YkMe 
come  from  Uiat  quarter.  The  House  was 
now  caUed  Upon  to  ne^tive  all  the  pre- 
ceding votes  of  the  session,  and  to  ^Uscfaim 
their  own  consistency.  Surely  the  hon. 
member  must  be  aware,  that  the  rule 
respecting  trade  in  foreign  com  was,  that 
it  Miould  be  admitted  under  certain  occa- 
sional regulations  and  prohibitions.  The 
hon.  member,  however,  seemed  inclined  to 
make  prohibition  the  rule,  and  importation 
merely  occasional.  Hie  hon.  member  for 
Essex  seemed  to  think  that  70s.  a  quarter 
was  a  fair  price  for  com  free  of  duty.  But, 
had  the  hon.  member  so  far  forgotten  the 
views  which  the  House  had  lately  expressied 
upon  the  subject,  as  seriously  to  say  that, 
up  to  70t.,  there  should  not  be  one  grain 
of  foreign  com  admitted  ?  The  hon.  member 
seemed,  indeed,  to  think  that  the  House 
had  completely  lost  sight  of  a  system 
founded  on  pronibition,  and  had  determin- 
ed to  adopt  a  more  liberal  system  than  the 
law  of  1 8 16  allowed  them  to  adopt.  That 
law  never  came  into  fuU  force  until  the 
years  1816  and  1819 ;  and  such  were  its 
effects  at  those  periods,  that  general  repro- 
bation was  expressed  throughout  the  coun« 
try,  both  by  the  agricultural  and  manuAic- 
turing  interests.  The  hon.  member  seemed 
to  think  it  quite  consistent  with  the  pre- 
vious opinion  given  by  a  majority  of  the 
members  in  that  House,  that  70f .  ought  to 
be  the  price  at  which  wheat  might  come 
in  at  a  duty  of  17f.  He  propcwed,  as  a 
safe  mode  of  legislation,  to  lock  up  all  corn 
in  bond,  and  not  to  admit  it  to  be  import- 
ed, until  the  price  reached  70s, ;  and  this 
he  proposed  at  a  period  when  60s,  was 
insufficient  to  protect  the  holders  of  com. 
— ^There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  refer.  The  hon.  member  for 
Essex  had,  no  later  than  last  Thuriday, 
stated,  when  on  the  subject  of  the  onrreney, 
that  60f.  of  the  present  day  was  equivalent 
to  BOs,  of  the  year  1815.  In  this  opinion 
he  felt  disposed  to  agree ;  but  he  would 
ask  the  hon.  member,  if  80s.  of  the  year 
1815  was  equal  to  60s.  now,  then  what  was 
his  proposal  of  70s.  ?  Why,  it  was  equal 
by  his  own  ehowing  to  95s.  of  the  year 
1815.  So  that  his  proposition  amoontsd 
to  this — that  95s.  was  the  price  at  which 
com  might  be  admitted :  with  this  diffetw 
ence,  however,  that  the  law  of  1815  ad- 
mitted foreign  com  free  of  duty ;  and  now 
at  a  price  of  95f .  a  duty  of  Us.  was 
chargeaUe  upop  it    The  hon.  gentlsBMB, 
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in  Older  to  be  coneieteiit,  ought  to  haTe 
money  as  eheap  as  it  was  in  1815;  and 
then  com  would  have  been  at  the  same 
price  that  it  bore  prior  to  that  year.  He 
was  warranted  in  stating,  from  past  ex- 
perience, that  the  renewal  of  the  law  of 
1815  would  cause  an  undue  flow  of  com 
into  the  country.  The  hon.  member  must 
pereeive,  that  the  price  of  dOs*  could  no 
longer  be  sustained ;  and  he  must  also  see, 
that  to  alter  the  present  bill,  and  substitute 
the  price  of  70s.,  would  be  to  make  the 
measure  altogether  nugatory.  If  you  adopt 
the  price  of  705.,  you  adopt  that  price 
whicn  might  come  into  operation  under 
circumstances  of  great  pressure,  when  the 
faihire  of  the  hanrest  in  this  country  should 
render  foreign  importation  necessary  :  and 
he  had  already  shown  that  70s.  then,  was 
equal  to  95s.  now.  Did  the  hon.  member  for 
Essex  mean,  by  his  measure,  to  call  into 
action  the  system  of  averages  ?  or  did  he 
think  it  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
oountry  at  large,  that  foreign  com  should 
be  shut  out  for  three  months  longer  ?  He, 
as  a  choice  of  evils,  distinctly  preferred 
80t.  to  the  price  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Essex;  because  the  former 
price  was,  in  point  of  fact,  tantamount  to 
a  prohibition,  and  because,  under  the  ope- 
rations of  that  law,  the  system  of  averages 
could  have  no  mischievous  effects,  and 
would  in  fact  be  a  dead  letter.  He  per- 
fectly agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend, 
that  it  would  indeed  be  a  very  great  mis- 
fortune if  the  country  were  to  remain  for  an 
indefinite  period  without  any  measure 
being  deckled  upon  with  regard  to  the 
vital  question  now  before  the  House. 
The  evils  which  its  protraction  would 
crsate  would  be  felt  not  only  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  people ;  but  the  agricultu- 
ral interest  would  also  feel  deeply  the  mis- 
fortune of  delay,  by  which  they  were  pre- 
cluded from  carrying  into  operation  the 
several  agreements  into  which  landlord 
and  tenant  had  entered  to  meet  the  new 
state  of  things,  and  all  of  which  would 
necessarily  remain  unsettled  by  the  state 
in  which  this  law  was  left.  He  felt  the 
mbfortune  of  this  delay  the  more,  when 
he  reflected  on  the  late  period  of  the  ses- 
skm :  and  when  his  right  hon.  firiend  said, 
that  it  would  be  better  that  the  House 
should  sit  until  the  end  of  July,  in  order 
to  pass  some  measure  of  relief,  he  agreed 
witn  him  that  it  would  be  so,  if  by  pro- 
tracting the  session  he  oonld  hope  for 
snob  m  lesolt.    Has  right  iMm*  friend  said, 


he  wished  to  see  the  bill  with  its  amend«- 
ments  passed  into  a  law :  he  could  only 
say,  that  if  his  right  hon.  friend  would  un- 
dertake to  pass  a  measure  similar  to  that 
which  was  rendered  useless  by  the  intro* 
duction  of  the  noble  duke's  amendmoit, 
then  his  right  hon.  friend  might  be  sure 
of  his  support.  But  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) could  have  been  proposed  elsewhere ; 
and  he  owned  he  felt  rather  surprised  that 
a  noble  friend  of  his,  lately  a  colleague 
(lord  Bathurst),  had  not  proposed  such  a 
clause.  Really,  after  so  much  discussion, 
deliberation,  and  delay,  he  could  see  no 
chance  whatever  of  passing  any  bill,  unless 
the  House  were  so  far  to  compromise  its 
consistency,  and  stultify  its  own  acts,  as  to 
adopt  an  amendment  which  would  esta- 
blish warehouses  in  foreign  ports,  and  ex- 
pose the  com  intended  for  the  British 
market  to  all  the  hasard  of  fluctuating 
prices,  and  the  impediments  which  foreign 
powers  at  variance  with  this  country,- 
would  be  sure  to  throw  in  our  way.  At 
no  time'  could  we  adopt  such  a  measure ; 
and  therefore  he  should  |;ive  his  support 
to  the  amendment  of  his  right  hon.  friend ; 
for  he  felt  that  to  introduce  a  measure  of 
a  permanent  nature  would  be  to  subject  it 
to  the  fate  which  attended  the  bill  m  the 
other  Houie.  And  how  could  he  sup* 
pose  otherwise,  when  he  reflected  that  the 
noble  duke  gave  the  measure  his  sanction 
when  first  it  was  introduced,  and  opposed 
it  in  a  subsequent  stage,  notwithstanding 
the  convincing  reply  to  his  objections 
which  was  urged  by  a  noble  friend  (lord 
Ooderich),  and  which  met  with  no  other 
answer  than  this — **^  Hero  is  our  amend- 
ment, we  know  it  is  fatal  to  the  bill,  and 
are  determined  to  carry  it.*'  Would  it 
not  be  exposing  the  House  to  a  similar  re- 
sult, if  any  oUier  than  a  temporary  mea- 
sure were  now  proposed  ?  It  was  there- 
fore with  regret  he  confessed  that  a  Inli 
similar  to  that  which  was  rendered  abor- 
tive could  not  be  again  introduced,*— that 
bill,  which  was  carried  by  the  House  with 
a  triumphant  majority,  the  effects  of  which 
would  soon  have  spread  throughout  the 
empire,  lulling  irritation  and  angry  feeling 
wherever  they  existed,  and  which  for  yeava 
past  had  prevailed  in  society  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unsettled  sUte  of  this  <(aea- 
tion— that  bill  which  had  awakened  the 
hopes  of  those  whom  it  was  intended  to 
relieve,  and  which,  if  it  possessed  nooth«r 
■irit,  wonid  at  hast  have  rsdeenod  the 
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character  of  the  landed  interest  from  the 
imputation  that,  from  the  year  1815  to  the 
present  period,  they  had  shut  their  eyes 
and  their  ears  to  the  distresses  of  their 
fellow-comitrymen.     There  was  one  other 
topic  on  which  he  wished  to  make  one  or 
two  remarks.     It  had  been  quoted  against 
him,  that  he  held  that  England  ought  not 
too  largely  and  frequently  to  depend  on  other 
countries  for  their  supply  of  com.  He  main- 
tained that  doctrine  in  1 8 1 5 ;  he  held  it  now ; 
he  thought  nothing  could  be  so  danger- 
ous to  this  country  as  to  rely  too  largely 
and  too  frequently  on  foreign  countries 
for  their  supplies  of  com.    But  he  could 
conceive  a  state  of  things  which  might  be 
attended    with    most    dangerous    conse- 
quences, if  such  a  bill  as  the  one  that  had 
been  proposed  did  not  exist.    He  hoped 
he  had  now  stated  his  reasons  fairly.     His 
object  was,  to  restore    the  Corn-law  to 
what  it  was  in  1773.    He  wished  to  make 
this  country  independent  of  foreigners, 
commercially  as  well  as  politically.    The 
committee  might  be  assured,  that,  so  long 
_  as  it  was  the  interest  of  foreigners  to  pro- 
duce distress  here,  and  cause  political  dis- 
comBture,  they  would   be  unceasing  in 
their  efforts  to  do  so.     It  was  because  he 
valued  the  independence  of  the  country, 
and  not  that  he  wished  to  undermine  it, 
that  he  had  supported  the  measure,  the 
loss  of  which  was  so  generally  deplored. 
With  respect  to  the  letter  to  which  allu- 
sion had  been  made,  he  disclaimed  the 
compliments  which  had  been  paid  to  it. 
All  he  could  say  of  it  was,  that  it  was  di- 
rected to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
written,  and  not,  as  had  been  supposed, 
to  revive  the  prohibition  of  1815.     Being 
himself  the  party,  who,  as  a  private  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  in  1814,  proposed   a 
graduated  scale  of  prohibitory  duties  which 
was  matured  afterwards  by  the  wisdom 
and  experience  of  lord  Liverpool,  it  was 
not  likely  that  he  would  recommend  a 
principle  utterly  inconsistent   with  that 
suggestion.    That  principle  was  the  basis 
of  Uie  very  measure  the  loss  of  which  he 
should  always  lament,  and  which  he  hoped, 
early  in  the  next  session,  this  House,  and 
it  was  to  be  hoped  the  other,  would  have 
the  wisdom  to  repair. 

Lord  Morpeth  observed,  that  in  the 
measure  which  had  failed  elsewhere,  the 
agricultural  interest,  though  not  perfectly 
satisfied,  had  obtained  more  than  they 
expected,  whilst  the  commercial  classes, 
in  fticX,  all  the  oousumera^wer^  ooQteat, 
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One  great  mistake  had,  however,  beea 
committed,  by  the  indulgence  of  a  foolish 
credulity,  in  supposing  that,  when  the  mea- 
sure reached  that  place  where  one  of  those 
interests  prevailed,  and  where  a  generous 
principle  ought  to  prevail,  the  wishes  and 
the  hopes  of  the  country  would  be  grati- 
fied [cheers].  It  was  not  his  desire  nor 
his  intention  to  inquire  by  what  instrument- 
ality those  hopes  and  wishes  had  been 
disappointed ;  but  he  thought  that  if  mi- 
nisters had  not  refused  to  go  on  with  a 
bill  upon  which  there  had  been  grafted  a 
clause  subversive  of  its  principle,  they 
would  not  have  been  entitled  tx>  the  praise 
they  deserved.  If,  in  another  place,  the 
late  measure  was  opposed,  the  present  re- 
solutions of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex 
could  not  be  agreed  to ;  for  they  were  more 
opposed  to  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
late  ministers,  than  even  the  mutilated  bill, 
the  loss  of  which  they  proposed  to  supply. 
He  should  give  his  support  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  which 
contained  as  much  good  as  could  be  ex- 
pected at  that  late  period  of  the  session. 
If  there  needed  any  ^confirmation  of  which 
had  been  the  master  mind  in  the  late  mi- 
nistry— if  there  was  any  thing  wanted  to 
mark  out  the  great  and'  splendid  distinc- 
tion between  those  who  left  and  those  who 
remained  in  office — that  difference  would 
now  be  recognized  by  the  whole  body  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Western  shortly  replied.  He  said, 
he  was  glad  to  learn  from  the  chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose his  measure  with  a  view  of  ruining 
the  agriculture  of  the  countrv — ^tbat  he 
did  not  contemplate  the  puttmg  the  bad 
lands  out  of  cultivation — and  that  he  wish- 
ed to  secure  to  the  countrv  a  sufficient 
supply,  without  depressing  the  agriculture 
of  this  country.  He  and  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  were  now  agreed  in  their  views 
of  the  importance  of  agriculture,  and 
neither  wished  to  see  it  diminished.  These, 
however,  were  not  the  impressions  cirou- 
lated  by  those  publications  which  advo- 
cated the  repeal  of  the  Cora-laws.  They 
wished  to  promote  the  manufactures  of 
this  country  at  the  expense  'of  our  own 
agriculture,  and  by  encouraging  the  agri- 
culture of  foreign  countries.  To  this 
system  he  was  opposed.  He  preferred 
his  own  measure,  because  the  resolutions 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  only  allow  the  corn  now  in  bond  to 
be  t^keQ  put.  a^d  then  the  CQuntry  ivoold 
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be  ia  the  saime  state  it  was  dow  in ;  while 
his  own  resolations  would  bring  the  act  of 
1822  into  operation,  and  insure  a  large 
supply  of  com,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Canning  begged  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  only  objection  offered  to 
his  resolutions.     He  should  begin  by  an- 
swering a  question  which  had  been  put  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Essex.     He  did  con- 
sider that  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
House  to  support  the  agriculture  interest; 
but  he  did  say,  that  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued,  for  a  series  of  years,  with 
regard  to  this  subject,  was  not  calculated 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  agricultu- 
rists, and  that  in  no  instance  was  it  plain 
and  clear,  their  real  interests  had  been 
consulted.      He  blamed  not  those  who 
were  the  authors  of  the  measures  he  re- 
ferred to ;  it  was  by  mere  accident  that, 
in  the  years  1815  and  1822,  he  was  not  a 
party  to  them.     But  there  had  been  a 
great  and  grievous  mistake  throughout  in 
respect  to  the  agricultural  question.     He 
considered  that  the  bill  which  had  been 
sent  up  to  the  Lords  afforded  protection 
to  the  agricultural  interest  in  one  point,  of 
all  things  most  desirable ;  it  was  not  high- 
ness or  lowness  which  it  was  calculated  to 
effect,  but  steadiness.    The  country  would 
not  have  had  to  go  through  tho  ruinous 
fluctuations  of  former  years,  which  pressed 
with  equal  violence  on  opposite,  and  some- 
times conflicting,  but  consentient  interests. 
He  did  think  that  the  bill  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  if  it  had  been  allowed  to  pass, 
would  have  gone  as  far  towards  accom- 
plishing the  object  in  view,  as  any  thing 
he  could  think  of,  or  as  had  been  pro- 
posed by  others.     On  that  ground,  the 
bill  had  his  concurrence ;  and  such  a  bill 
should  have  his  support  if  introduced  in 
the  ensuing  session.     To  the  principle  of 
protecting  duties  instead  of  prohibition, 
he  was  decidedly  favourable :  it  was  ad- 
vantageous to  the  com  trade  at  home ;  it 
enabled  growers  and  importers  to  go  on 
amicably    together,    assisting,    and    not 
running  counter  to,  each  other.     Upon 
these  principles  the  bill  was  founded.   The 
hon.  member  for  Essex  asked,  whether 
there  was  a  difference  between  a  prohi- 
bition and  a  prohibitory  duty?    He  an- 
swered yes ;  there  was  the  same  difference 
in  respect  to  the  com  trade,  as  in  respect 
to  other  trades :  and  was  there  any  other 
trade  to  which  the  question  could  apply  ? 
Under  a  non-prohibitory  system,  the  trade 

would  be  going  oD|  whereas  under  a  pro« 


hibition  it  stagnated  altogether;  the  sup- 
ply would  be  stinted  when  it  was  most 
wanted,  and  would  at  other  times  overflow. 
The  non-prohibitory  system   placed   the 
com  trade  on  that  wholesome  footing  upon 
which  it  ought  to  stand ;  leaving  it  to  all 
the  risk  of  occasional  speculation,   but 
offering  no  powerful  stimuli  on  one  side  or 
the  other.     Such  was  the  difference  be- 
tween prohibition  and  prohibitory  duties. 
When  protecting  duties  were  introduced, 
the  motive  was  taken  away  to  extravagant 
speculation,  as  in  1819,  which  was  inju- 
rious to  the  consumer,  and  overwhelmed 
the  agriculturists  with  min.     He  now  pro- 
ceeded to  the  only  objection  taken  to  his 
own  resolutions.     It  was  asked  why,  in- 
stead of  a  temporary  measure,  he  did  not 
introduce  a  permanent  one  ?    He  answer- 
ed, because  he  did  not  wish  to  subject  it 
to  that  fate  which  had  attended  the  last ; 
because  he  felt  that  there  was  a  deter- 
mined spirit  in  the  other  House  to  reject 
whatever  the  Commons  should  agree  to 
on  this  subject  [cheers].     Was  there  any 
man  in  this  House,  who,  when  out  of  it, 
would  say  he  believed  there  was  no  such 
thing  ?    He  (Mr.  Canning)  had  convened 
with  persons  of  all  sentiments  and  all  per- 
suasions, some  of  whom  had  felt  anger, 
some  regret,   and  some  triumph,  at  the 
fate  of  the  bill ;  but  he  had  not  met  with 
any  individual  who  would  say,   that  he 
believed  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  votes  given  in  favour  of  a  certam 
amendment,  without  some  other  bond  of 
synfj^athy  besides  a  disinterested  convic- 
tion that  the  measure  was  honest     He 
had  conversed  with  those  who  walked  the 
streets,  and  he  had  not  met  with  one  who 
gravely  thought  that  the  coincidence  arose 
from  a  conviction  that  the  measure  was 
beneficial.     Did  he,  by  this,  accuse  any 
one  of  faction  ?     No  such  thing.    He  had 
listened  to  the  correspondence  which  had 
been  read  that  night  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  and  he  must  say  that  he  was  not 
convinced  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  did 
not  labour  under  some  misapprehension, 
and  did  not  think  that  he  was  doing  that 
which  was  beneficial.    He  could  not  ex- 
clude from  his  consideration,  that  even  so 
great  a  man  as  the  duke  of  Wellington 
had  been  made  an  instrament  in  the  hands 
of  others  on  that  occasion  [some  few  criea 
of  ''order"  followed  this  sentence;   but 
they  were  instantly  lost  in  loud  and  con- 
tinued shouu  of  *'  hear,  hear  !"']•    History 
afforded  other  instancei  in  wbich  equally 
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perhaps,  but  still  of  very  great  importance : 
the  state  of  the  law  with  respect  to  the 
Recovery  of  Small  Debts. 

This  subject  was  originally  undertaken 
by  the  noble  lord  the  member  for  North- 
ampton (lord  Althorp).  It  was  at  his 
instance  that  a  committee  was  appointed ; 
through  his  perseverance  that  those  in- 
quiries were  institute,  which  established 
a  fact  not  very  creditable  to  the  law  of 
England — ^that  there  exists  no  remedy  of 
which  any  prudent  man  will  avail  himself 
for  th^  recovery  of  small  debts.  I  use  the 
words  '^  small  debts"  in  deference  to  the 
prevailing  use  of  those  words;  but  we 
ought  never  to  forget,  that  the  terms  **  large 
and  small,"  as  applied  to  debts,  are  rela- 
tive terms ;  that  the  real  magnitude  of  a 
debt,  or  any  other  pecuniary  transaction, 
depends  upon  the  pecuniary  means  of  him 
who  is  a  party  to  it ;  that  the  amount  of 
debt,  which  may  be  scarcely  discernible 
by  the  eye  of  Mr.  Rothschild,  is  no  trifling 
object  in  the  eye  of  him  whose  whole  capi- 
tal does  not  exceed  twenty  pounds. 

To  close  the  avenues  of  justice,  as  to 
the  recovery  of  debts  to  all  those  classes 
of  society  who  subsist  by  labour,  or  by 
the  retail  of  commodities,  and  who  are 
compelled  by  the  habits  of  society,  to  give 
credit  to  the  parties  with  whom  they  luive 
dealings,  affords  a  just  ground  for  com- 
plaint, and  is  a  real  g^evance,  for  which 
a  remedy  must  be  devised. 

I  presume  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
adduce  proofs,  that  the  existing  state  of 
the  law  with  respect  to  the  recovery  of 
small  debts  is  very  imperfect.  I  speak 
of  the  law  as  it  applies  to  the  country  ge- 
nerally, and  except,  of  course,  those  spe- 
cial acts  of  the  legislature,  which  have,  by 
the  establishment  of  courts  of  conscience, 
and  courts  of  request,  given,  in  large  towns 
and  some  few  other  places,  local  relief. 

The  court  to  which,  in  ordinary  cases, 
appeal  must  be  made  for  the  recovery  of 
debts  below  forty  shillings  is  the  county 
court.  Its  jurisdiction  is  not  expressly 
limited  to  debtd  below  the  amount  of  forty 
shillings,  but  it  may  be  considered  to  be 
so  limited  practically;  because,  if  the 
amount  of  the  debt  for  which  a  proceed- 
ing is  instituted  in  the  county  court  ex- 
ceeds fortv  shillings,  the  suit  is  removable, 
at  the  will  of  the  defendant,  into  the  su- 
perior courts. 

By  the  common  law,  the  suitors  are  the 
judges  of  the  county  court,  and  the  sheriff 
is  only  a  ministerial  officer ;  V^^i  according 
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to  the  existing  usage,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, the  sh^iff  or  his  deputy  is  the  judge, 
and  the  suitoiB  act  as  jurors. 

We  find,  then,  in  existence,  at  present, 
a  court  of  very  ancient  institution,  familiar 
therefore  to  the  people ;  founded  on  good 
principles  and  of  known,  and  defined 
powers  and  constitution.  It  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  wise  course  to  retain  and  to 
improve  this  institution;  to  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  its  operation,  and  to  infuse  into 
it  new  energy  and  vigour,  rather  than  to 
supersede  it  by  the  establishment  of  a 
novel  jurisdiction,  resting  on  no  foundation 
of  antiquity,  with  no  prescription  to  plead 
in  its  favour,  and  in  the  constitution  of 
which,  in  every  step,  an  experiment  of 
doubtful  issue  must  be  made. 

The  complaint  against  the  county  court 
it  not  that  it  is  defective  in  principle,  but 
that  it  gives  no  effectual  redress  on  ac- 
count of  the  smallness  of  the  sums  which 
are  alone  recoverable  in  it,  and  stiU  more 
on  account  of  the  expense  of  the  proceed- 
ings, as  compared  with  the  amount  of  the 
debt.  I  propose,  therefore,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  enlarge  the  sum  for  which  an 
action  for  debt  can  be  maintabed  in  the 
county  court :  to  raise  it  from  fortv  shil- 
lings to  ten  pounds.  If  regard  be  had  to 
the  decrease  in  the  value  of  money,  ten 
pounds  is,  probably,  not  a  greater  sum  now 
than  forty  shillings  was  at  the  time  that 
the  power  of  the  court  was  limited  to 
debts  of  that  amount.  If  upon  trial  it 
shall  appear  that  the  court  gives  an  efiec- 
tual  remedy  in  the  case  of  debts  below 
the  amount  of  ten  pounds,  and  that  iustice 
within  these  limits  is  administered  with 
general  satisfaction  to  the  people,  nothing 
will  be  more  easy  than  to  extend  the  power 
of  the  court,  and  enlarge  its  jurisdiction 
to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds. 

The  great  source  of  complaint  is  in  the 
expense  and  unnecessary  complexity  and 
length  of  the  proceedings.  An  attempt 
to  recover  a  debt  of  forty  shillings  in  the 
county  court,  will,  at  present,  if  the  action 
be  defended,  entail  an  expense  varying  in 
amount  from  about  seven  to  fifteen  pounds. 
If  there  be  no  defence,  no  obstruction  to 
the  immediate  decision  of  the  court,  the 
expense  will  in  veiy  few,  if  any  cases,  fall 
short  of  three  or  four  pounds.  The  pro- 
ceedings are  nearly  equal  in  length,  and 
require  quite  as  much  of  technical  nicety, 
as  the  proceedings  in  the  superior  courts, 
where  the  sum  under  litigation  may  be  of 
an  indefinitely  greater  amount.    ^ 
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The  bill  which  I  shall  introduce,  will 
confine  the  fonnal  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings to  which  a  plaintiiT  must  resort  pre- 
viously to  the  hearing  of  the  cause^  to 
plaint  and  summons. 

There  will  no  longer  be  any  necessity 
for  taking  out  the  writ,  whicn  is  called^ 
technically,  the  Writ  of  Justices  ;  without 
which  wnt,  as  the  law  at  present  stands, 
the  county  court  can  take  cognizance  of 
no  debt  above  40s. 

The  whole  of  the  proceedings  will  be  so 
simple,  that  any  man  who  can  read  and 
write  may  insure  the  hearing  of  his  action 
without  professional  assistance. 

The  plaintiff  will  be  required  to  do  no- 
thing more  than  to  enter  in  the  office  of  the 
sheriff  a  plaint,  in  writing,  containing  his 
•  name  and  place  of  abode,  the  name  and 
place  of  abode  of  the  defendant,  the 
amount  of  the  demand,  the  cause  why, 
and  the  time  when,  such  demand  occurred. 
A  summons  will  then  be  issued  by  the 
sheriff  or  his  deputy,  caUin|;  upon  the  de- 
fendant to  app^r,  and  gtvine  due  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  at  which  he  will 
be  called  upon  to  answer  the  plaint 

As  I  before  observed,  all  the  formal  pro- 
ceedings that  are  requisite  may  be  taken 
by  the  plaintiff  himself,  without  the  aid  of 
an  attorney. 

At  the  trial,  I  do  not  propose  by  posi- 
tive enactment  to  exclude  professional  as- 
sistance ;  but  I  propose  that  no  fee  shall 
be  allowed  to  barristers,  and  that  the  fee 
payable  to  an  attorney  for  his  services  in 
court  be  limited,  in  any  one  cause,  to 
the  sum  of  10s. 

With  respect  to  the  constitution  of  the 
county  court,  the  bill  will  make  very  slight 
alteration  in  it.  General  usage  has  so  far 
modified  the  original  institution,  that,  at 
present,  for  all  practical  purposes,  the  she- 
riff is  the  judge,  the  suitors  are  the  jury. 
And  I  propose  that  they  shall  still  con- 
tinue to  act  respectively  in  those  capaci- 
ties. 

It  may  be  desirable,  in  order  that  at- 
tendance on  the  service  of  the  court  may 
not  be  too  burthensome,  to  qualify  all  per- 
sons who  are  liable  by  the  jury  bill  to  serve 
on  petty  juries  at  Nisi  Prius,  to  serve  as 
jurors  in  the  county  court.  A  smaller 
number  than  twelve  will  be  amply  suffi- 
cient to  return  a  verdict;  and  the  bill, 
therefore,  as  at  present  drawn,  makes  no 
other  provision  with  respect  to  the  number 
of  jurors,  than  that  it  shall  not  consist  of 
lest  than  five. 


The  great  object  of  the  bill  being  to  en-» 
sure  speedy  decisions,  with  little  trouble 
and  at  little  expense,  I  propose,  not  to 
give  the  right  of  challenging  jurors,  and 
to  give  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
court.  The  sheriff  or  his  deputy,  on  any 
just  exception  being  made  to  a  juror,  will 
no  doubt  set  such  juror  aside  ;  and  in  or- 
der to  remedy  the  evil  which  might,  in 
some  occasional  instances,  result  from  the 
total  want  of  a  power  to  set  aside  a  verdict 
founded  on  false  testimony,  or  in  mistake, 
the  bill  will  give  to  the  sheriff  the  discre-> 
tionary  power  to  order  a  new  trial,  pro- 
vided tluit  the  order  be  given  before  pro- 
cess of  execution  shall  have  issued.  I 
consider  it  infinitely  better  for  the  interests 
of  the  public  generally,  and  more  condu- 
cive to  the  administration  of  justice  pro- 
perly understood,  that,  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  there  should  be  a  speedy  and  final 
award,  even  with  the  risk  of  an  occasional 
error,  rather  than  that  there  should  be 
protracted  litigation;  which,  although  it 
may  end  ultimately  in  a  just  judgment,  ac- 
coraing  to  law,  consumes  in  its  progress 
much  more  than  the  value  of  the  sum  for 
the  recovery  of  which  the  litigation  took 
place.  Suppose  one  verdict  in  fif^y  to  be 
erroneous,  the  whole  amount  of  the  injury 
cannot  exceed  10/.  Is  it  not  better  to  en- 
sure justice  at  this  expense  to  forty-nine 
out  of  the  fifty  plaintiffs,  rather  than  to 
debar  the  fifty  of  any  remedy  at  all,  through 
the  terror  of  expensive  proceedings  and 
vexatious  appeals  ? 

It  is  no  doubt  true,  that  although  the 
sum  to  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
is  limited  is  small  in  amount,  an  action 
may  involve  nice  questions  of  the  law;  on 
which  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  pro- 
fessional advice  and  assistance;  the  bill, 
therefore,  will  leave  full  power  to  the  sheriff 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  an  assessor,  although 
it  will  make  no  provision  for  the  perma- 
nent appointment  of  such  an  officer.  His 
assistance  may  be  had  by  the  sheriff,  or 
his  deputy,  whenever  it  may  be  deemed 
requisite :  and  the  fund  arising  from  cer- 
tain small  fees  of  court,  which  will  be  pay- 
able by  the  suitors,  will  provide  ample 
means  for  the  compensation  of  the  asses- 
sor. 

The  Bill  will  give  to  the  magistrates  in 
quarter  sessions,  the  power  of  dividing  a 
county  into  districts,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  the  sheriff's  court  in  each  of  such 
districts,  either  by  adjournment,  or  simul- 
taneously, as  may  be  heitafter  determined 
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on.  If  the  court  should  sit  by  adjourn- 
menty  it  may  be  proper  to  require  that  the 
sittings  should  be  holden  in  each  district 
at  least  once  a  month. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussions  which 
arose  in  the  framing  of  this  bill,  a  very 
important  question  came  necessarily  under 
consideration,  namely,  whether  the  process 
of  execution  for  small  debts  recovered  in 
the  county  court,  shall  be  against  the 
goods  of  the  party  only,  or  whether  it 
shall  extend  to  his  person  also  ? 

My  opinion  is,  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  limit  it  to  the  property  of  the  party ;  and 
that  opinion  is  in  conformity  with  the  prevail- 
ing] udgment  of  those  whom  I  have  consulted 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Suppos- 
ing the  remedy  were  against  the  person  of 
the  debtor ;  the  expense  of  conveying  a 
prisoner  to  eaol,  and  of  maintainmg  him 
there,  would  be  a  heavy  and  unjust  bur- 
then on  the  county,  with  no  advantage  to 
the  creditor ;  none,  at  least,  sufficient  to 
counterbalance  the  evil  and  expense  inci- 
dental to  confinement  of  the  person,  in 
cases  like  those  for  which  we  are  now  pro- 
viding, I  propose,  however,  to  compen- 
sate the  creditor  for  any  risk  which  he 
may  run  from  the  loss  of  his  remedy 
against  the  person  of  his  debtor,  by  a  ma- 
terial and  beneficial  alteration  in  the  ex- 
isting law.  At  present,  the  party  against 
whom  judgment  is  recovered  m  the  county 
court,  is  liable  only  in  respect  to  such  por- 
tion of  his  property  as  is  situate  in  the 
county  in  which  the  judgment  has  been 
recovered.  A  party  against  whom  judg- 
ment is  given  in  tha  county  of  Surrey, 
may  possess  property  of  any  amount  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  may  refuse 
satisfaction  to  the  plaintiff,  without  sub- 
jecting himself  to  any  risk  in  respect  to  the 
property  which  he  holds  in  Middlesex. 
This  bill  provides,  that  be  the  effects  of  a 
debtor  where  they  may,  they  shall  be 
equally  subject  to  the  execution  of  process 
as  if  they  were  in  the  county  from  the 
court  of  which  that  process  issued. 

With  the  view  of  remedying  very  fre- 
quent complaints  that  have  been  addressed 
to  me,  with  respect  to  the  misconduct  and 
extortion  of  bailiffs  :  I  propose  to  give  to 
the  court  a  power  not  only  to  dismiss  the 
bailiff,  and  to  compel  due  payment  of  mo- 
ney levied ;  but,  in  case  of  extortion,  to 
award  the  payment  of  damages  to  the 
party  aggrieved;  and  in  default  of  pay- 
ment, to  commit  the  offender  to  prison  for 
a  limited  time. 
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The  only  other  provision  of  the  bill 
which  I  think  it  necessary  to  notice,  is 
thfit  which  gives  to  the  eovrt  a  power  (to 
be  exercised  at  ^ts  discretion)  of  allowing 
debts  to  be  paid  by  instalments ;  so  that 
an  honest  and  industrious  debtor  may  be 
enabled  gradually  to  liquidate  a  demand 
which  he  cannot  satisfy  at  the  instant. 
Due  precautions  axe  at  the  same  time 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against 
the  abuse  of  such  an  induTgence. 

I  have  now  detailed  the  principal  enact- 
ments of  the  bill  whii;h  I  propose  to  iotro* 
duce. 

It  has  been  prepared,  after  much  consi- 
deration, by  two  gentleinen  of  v^ry  high 
character  and  gireat  professional  abUity — 
Mr.  Dampier  and  Mr.  Wightman.  Those 
gentleoaen,  acting  under  the  directions 
which  1  gave  to  them  before  I  quitted  of- 
fice, have  made  very  extensive  inquiries 
connected  with  the  subject  which  was  com- 
mitted to  their  consideration.  The  pre- 
sent  bill  is  the  result  of  their  labours^  in 
conjunction  with  my  own  and  those  of  Mr. 
Hobhouse. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  preferable,  in 
some  important  respects,  to  either  of  the 
two  bills  which  have  been  on  former  occa- 
sions submitted  to  this  House. 

By  the  first  of  those  bills,  the  county 
court  was  retained,  and  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  was  empowered  to  appoint 
a  permanent  assessor  to  the  sheriff,  with  a 
fixed  salary  of  several  (lundred  pounds  per 
annum.  Tbisbill  was  subsequently  modified, 
by  giving  to  the  Crown  the  power  of  uniting 
counties  into  districts,  and  of  appointing 
an  assessor  in  each  district.  In  either 
case  it  would  probably  have  been  difficult 
to  ensure  such  appointments  as  wouU 
have  given  general  satisfaction.  Local 
interests  and  connections  must  have  pre- 
vailed to  a  very  considerable  extent  in  de- 
termining the  appointment  to  a  local  of- 
fice, partaking  of  a  judicial  character.  The 
situation  would  have  been  naturally  coiuii- 
dered  to  be  a  permanent  one ;  and,  unless 
provision  had  been  made  for  the  retirement 
of  the  officer,  in  case  of  age  or  infirmity 
(thus  subjecting  the  county  to  a  new  ex- 
pense), there  would  always  be  a  painful 
struggle  between  the  desire  to  ensure  the 
efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice, and  the  natural  unwillingness  to 
dismiss  a  public  servant,  whose  inca- 
pacity should  solely  arise  from  age  or 
sickness. 

The  second  bill  which  was  introdueedf 
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vurtttally  supeneded  the  authority  of  the 
county  court,  and  devolved  practically  the 
jurisdiction,  as  to  small  debts,  upon  the 
commissioners  who  make  their  circuit 
throughout  the  country  at  stated  intervals 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties  which 
are  connected  with  the  discharge  of  insol- 
vent debtors.  The  great  respectability, 
and  high  professional  qualifications,  of 
those  gentlemen  who  act  as  commissioners 
of  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Court,  pointed 
them  out  as  very  6t  instruments  for  ef- 
fecting the  object  contemplated  by  this 
bill.  I  apprehend,  however,  that  in  prac- 
tice the  relief  which  would  have  been 
given  by  this  arrangement  would  have 
been  less  extensive  and  complete  than  we 
originally  anticipated.  The  circuits  of  the 
commissioners  ai^  taken  three  times  a- 
year ;  the  number  of  places  at  which  the 
coiirt  must  be  holden,  to  give  effectual  re- 
lief as  to  the  recovery  of  small  debts, 
would  be  so  great,  that  the  time  for  which 
it  could  sit  at  each  place  must  necessarily 
be  very  limited.  In  the  event  of  the  post- 
ponement of  the  trial  of  a  cause,  a  period 
of  fbur  months  must  elapse  before  it  could 
be  heard ;  and  there  is  but  too  much  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  consequence  of  such 
a  delay  would  be,  a  constant  endeavour, 
on  the  part  of  defendants,  to  postpone 
the  hearing  of  their  respective  causes^  and 
the  occupation  of  the  time  of  the  court  in 
discussing  the  validity  of  the  Reasons  as- 
signed for  delay. 

A  permanent  local  court  will  not  be 
open  to  these  objections. 

Should  this  bill  pass  into  a  law,  the 
county  courts  generally  will  have  a  juris- 
diction with  respect  to  small  debts,  verv 
much  resembling  that  jurisdiction  which 
the  county  court  of  Lancashire  exercises 
at  the  present  time.  By  a  particular 
statute,  no  action  for  debt  to  the  amount 
of  ten  pounds  is  removeable  from  the 
court  of  that  county.  The  sheriff  ap- 
points an  assessor,  and  the  court  sits  m 
different  parts  of  the  county  by  adjourn- 
ment. The  bill  which  1  shall  introduce 
will  adopt  nearly  the  same  principle ;  but 
the  forms  of  proceeding  which  it  will  ap- 
point, will  be  much  more  simple  and  less 
expensive.  In  Lancashire,  it  is  still  neces- 
sary that  a  writ  of  justices  should  issue 
from  the  chancery  court  of  the  county 
palatine,  in  order  that  the  county  court 
may  have  Ihll  jurisdiction  over  debts  below 
the  sum  of  lOf. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  I 


entertained  a  confident  hope,  that  if  the 
House  should  approve  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  it  might  pass  into  a  law  before 
the  termination  of  this  session.  The 
political  events  that  led  to  my  retirement 
from  office,  and  the  time  which  I  have 
been  compelled  to  devote  to  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  several  bills  relating  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Criminal  law,  have 
compelled  me  to  postpone  the  introduction 
of  this  bill  to  so  late  a  period,  that  I 
cannot  expect  it  to  pass  through  all  its 
stages,  and  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  before  the 
prorogation.  I  propose,  however,  with 
the  permission  of  the  House^  to  pass  the 
bill  throueh  the  committee:  and  that 
after  the  blajiks  shall  have  been  filled  up, 
and  the  bill  rendered  perfectly  intelligible, 
it  shall  be  printed  ana  generally  circulated 
during  the  recess.  The  consideration  of 
it  may  be  renewed,  with  all  the  advantage 
of  the  intermediate  discussion  which  it 
will  undergo,  at  the  eariiest  period  in  the 
next  session  of  pariiament. 

If  it  be  thought  advisable  that  the  charge 
of  this  bill,  in  its  future  stages,  shall  be 
committed  to  my  hands,  I  will  give  it 
every  attention  in  my  power,  with  a  view 
to  render  its  provisions  as  free  from  objec- 
tion, and  as  generally  beneficial  as  they 
are  capable  of  being  rendered. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  thought 
probable  that  the  measure  will  be  rendered 
more  perfect,  or  that  its  final  accomplish- 
ment will  be  better  secured,  by  devolving 
the  superintendence  of  it  upon  those  who 
have  official  authority,  and  the  access  to 
official  information,  1  tender  to  my  right^ 
hon.  friend,  who  has  succeeded  me  fn  the 
Home  Department,  the  offer  of  my  cordial 
co-operation  ;  an  offer  which  I  am  rpady 
to  extend  to  any  attempts  to  amend, 
gradually  and  dfeliberately,  any  other 
branch  of  our  domestic  jurispnidence 
which  may  stand  in  need  of  revision. — 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with 
moving,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill,  for  the  more  easy  Recovery  of 
Small  Debts  in  the  County  Courts  of 
England  and  Wales,  and  for  extending  the 
Jurisdiction  thereof." 

Mr.  Secretary  Bourne  thought,  that 
the  thanks  of  the  country  were  due  to  his 
right  hon.  friend,  for  the  various  bills  he 
had  introduced  to  amend  the  laws,  and 
for  none  more  than  for  that  to  which  he 
had  now  called  the  attention  of  the  House. 
He  was  happy  to  give  his  cordial  support 
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to  the  proposition,  and  he  did  not  give  it 
the  less  willingly  because  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  engrafted  his  improvements 
on  the  ancient  institutions  of  the  country. 

The  Attomey-Oeneral  was  also  dis- 
posed to  give  his  full  support  to  the  pro- 
position, and  agreed,  that  it  was  the  part 
of  true  wisdom  rather  to  amend  the  defi- 
ciences  of  the  old  institutions,  than  to 
attempt  the  introduction  of  new  forms  of 
law.  He  thought  that  the  alteration  of 
the  law,  with  respect  to  the  amount  of  the 
debt  to  be  recovered,  was  such  as  the 
change  of  circumstances  required;  since 
10/.  now  were  nearly  of  the  same  real 
value  as  40s.  had  been  when  the  county 
courts  were  first  instituted.  With  the 
proposition  to  abolish  imprisonment  of  the 
person  for  these  small  debts,  he  also  fully 
agreed.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  public 
saving  in  every  way;  that  it  would  be 
favourable  to  industry,  and  would  prevent 
much  of  that  misery  to  which  an  honest 
but  poor  man  was  now  subjected.  He 
concurred,  too,  with  the  proposal  to  ex- 
tend the  creditor's  remedy  against  the 
property  of  the  debtor ;  but  he  thought 
that  part  of  the  proposition  might  be  ren- 
dered more  effective,  if  the  court  were  in- 
vested with  the  power  of  inflicting  com- 
pulsory labour  on  the  debtor  who  should 
attempt  to  withdraw  his  property  from  the 
reach  of  his  creditor. 

Mr.  Hothouse  trusted  that  the  bill  would 
be  passed  into  a  law  during  the  present 
session.  He  thought  that,  with  regard  to 
the  recovery  of  small  debts,  the  laws  at 
present  existing  were  a  great  practical 
evil,  and  that  the  bill  to  limit  Arrests  on 
Mesne  Process,  which  had  recently  been 
brought  in  by  the  Solicitor-general,  and 
passed  with  so  much  haste,  rendered  the 
present  measure  more  particularly  neces- 
sary. The  bill  of  the  Solicitor-general 
went  to  deprive  the  creditor  of  a  part  of 
the  remedy  he  had  previously  enjoyed ; 
and  that  loss  ought  to  be  made  up  to  him 
by  the  advantage  of  at  once  giving  him  a 
greater  facility  in  recovering  small  debts. 
He  was  no  advocate  for  continuing  the 
practice  of  imprisoning  debtors,  a  practice 
which  he  should  be  happy  to  see  abolished 
altogether ;  but  his  opmion  was  not  that 
which  was  generally  entertained  ;  and  he 
did,  therefore,  think,  that  when  the  legis- 
lature proposed  to  deprive  the  creditor  of 
an  important  part  of  his  remedy,  they 
should  aiFord  him  an  equivalent  for  it. 
That  equivalent  was  to  be  found  b  in- 


SmaU  Debts  Recovery  BUI. 


1360 


creasing  the  amount  which  the  creditor 
might  recover  by  process  in  the  county 
courts. 

Lord  Althorp  wished,  as  much  as  his 
hon.  friend,  that  the  bill  might  be  passed 
this  session,  but  he  feared  it  would  be  im« 
possible.  They  could  never  hope  to  pass 
the  bill  without  the  compensation  clause ; 
which  could  not  be  satisfactorily  settled, 
in  the  short  time  that  would  elapse  be- 
tween the  present  period  and  the  end  of 
the  session.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  avow, 
that  the  present  bill  was  an  improvement 
on  that  which  he  had  himself  introduced. 
He  believed  that,  if  once  the  machinery  of 
the  county  courts  could  be  properly  put 
into  action,  one  year  of  experience  would 
enable  them  to  suggest  more  improvementa 
than  they  could  hope  to  discover  by  the 
debates  of  many  years. 

Mr.  Hume  was  happy  to  hear  the  At- 
torney-general make  admissions  which,  on 
a  former  occasion,  he  had  seemed  to  dis- 
avow. He  alluded  to  that  learned  gen- 
tleman's sentiments  upon  the  subject  of 
imprisonment  for  debt.  In  listening  with 
pleasure  to  the  opinions  which  that  learned 
gentleman  had  iust  expressed  upon  that 
subject,  he  could  not  but  recollect  how 
that  learned  gentleman  had  treated  him, 
when  he  had  proposed  the  very  same  mea- 
sure which  the  right  hon.  member  had 
now  introduced.  When  he  had  proposed 
it,  the  learned  gentleman  had  treated  it 
as  wild  and  theoretical :  but  now  it  came 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  it  was  a 
proposition  very  fit  to  be  considered.  He 
saw,  from  this  circumstance,  that  men  and 
not  measures  were  regarded  by  the  learned 
gentleman;  since  to  that  which  he  had 
before  treated  very  cavalierly,  he  was  now 
ready  to  afford  his  approbation. 

The  Attomey-General  said,  that  the 
bill  introduced  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Aberdeen,  and  the  present,  were  far  as 
the  Poles  asunder.  If  he  approved  of  the 
bill  now  offered,  it  was  not  because  it  was 
brought  forward  by  a  different  individual, 
but  because  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
knew  more  of  the  laws  of  the  country  than 
the  hon.  gentleman.  He  must  say,  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  knew  little  or  nothing 
of  the  laws  of  England.  He  might  be  a 
good  arithmetician ;  he  might  be  able,  as 
had  been  said  by  a  predecessor  of  his,  to 
calculate  the  compound  interest  of  a 
guinea  for  a  century,  on  his  thumbnail; 
but  he  might  nevertheless  be  neither  a 
Solon  nor  a  Lycurgus. 
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Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  Juna  21. 

Real  Property  ik  Ixdia.]  Mr. 
Fergusson  rose  pursuant  to  notice,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  matter 
which  he  deemed  of  great  importance  as 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  his  majesty's  courts  in  the  East- 
Indies.  His  object  was,  to  obtain  a  select 
committee,  to  whose  consideration  three 
points  would  be  submitted.  The  first  rela- 
ted to  the  law  affecting  landed  property  be- 
longing to  British  subjects  residing  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  those  courts ;  he  used 
the  term  '*  landed"  in  preference  to  **  real'' 
property,  because  it  had  been  made  a 
question,  and  it  was  one  to  which  he 
meant  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House, 
whether  a  British  subject  could  hold  real 
property  in  India.  For  himself,  he  had 
no  doubt  upon  the  subject ;  for,  to  go  no 
further  back  than  the  charter  of  the  late 
king,  granted  to  the  supreme  court  of 
Bengal,  it  appeared  that  that  charter  gave 
power  to  the  court  to  try  all  actions,  real, 
personal,  and  mixed,  against  British  sub- 
jects, and  enabled  the  sheriff  to  seize  and 
sell,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  judgments 
of  Uie  court,  the  lands,  houses,  and  effects, 
real  and  personal,  of  a  defendant  being  a 
British  subject.  But  doubts  had  certainly 
obtained  on  this  subject,  and  the  supreme 
court  of  Calcutta  had  been  divided  upon 
it,  in  a  case  which  happened  whiUt  he 
(Mr.  Fergttsson)  practised  at  the  bar; 
then  one  of  the  learned  judges  holding 
that  such  property  was  a  chattel  and  not 
real  estate  in  the  hands  of  British  sub- 
jects. The  judgments  of  the  court  of 
Bengal  had  been,  however,  uniform  in  es- 
tablishing the  point,  that  such  property 
was  real  estate,  modified  by  the  charter, 
which  made  it  saleable  under  writs  of  ex- 
ecution, and  so  far  in  the  nature  of  a 
chattel ;  it  had  also  been  at  all  times  held 
in  the  supreme  court  of  Bengal,  that 
lands  and  houses  were  assets  in  the 
hands  of  executors  and  administrators  of 
British  subjects  deceased,  for  the  payment 
of  their  debts  generally.  On  this  point 
no  doubt  had  ever  existed  till  lately,  nor 
was  there  any  difference  of  opinion  upon 
it  amongst  those  who  considered  property 
in  lands  and  houses  to  be  real  estate,  and 
those  who  deemed  them  to  be  a  chattel 
interest  only.    In  a  late  case,  however, 


which  came  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Calcutta,  the  chief  justice,  of  whose  high 
character  and  talents  he  (Mr.  Fergusson) 
wished  to  speak  with  every  respect,  had 
held  (as  reported)  that  lands  and  houses 
were  not  assets  in  the  hands  of  executors 
and  administrators — a  doctrine  which,  if 
established,  would  shake  the  title  to  every 
house  and  foot  of  land,  almost  without 
exception,  within  Calcutta ;  for  there  was 
scarcely  a  single  title  which  in  one  or  more 
of  its  links,  was  not  composed  of  a  con- 
veyance or  conveyances  mm  an  executor 
or  administrator.  This  opinion  of  the 
chief  justice,  although  the  majority  of 
the  court  decided  against  it,  had  spread, 
as  his  (Mr.  Fergusson's)  letters  expressed 
it,  consternation  throughout  the  presi- 
dency ;  and  the  rather,  in  that  the  chief 
justice  had  declared  (as  it  was  stated)  from 
the  bench,  that  he  would  not  consider 
himself  as  bound  by  the  precedent.  The 
importance  of  this  matter  would  appear, 
when  it  was  considered  that  within  the 
last  twenty  years,  from  the  decaying  state 
of  the  export  trade  of  India,  remittances 
could  not  be  had  but  at  the  most  ruinous 
rates,  and  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
capital  and  wealth  of  British  subj^cts  and 
others,  amounting  to  several  millions 
sterling,  had  been  invested  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  and  houses,  or  had  been 
lent  to  persons  speculating  in  such  pur- 
chases, whereby  there  had  been  created, 
at  a  vast  expense,  one  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent cities  in  the  world.  But  the  in- 
terests of  every  landholder  in  Calcutta, 
and  every  creditor  of  a  landholder,  would 
be  in  Jeopardy,  should  the  doctrine  of 
the  chief  justice  (at  variance  witli  that 
of  every  other  judge  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  and  with  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  court  and  the  profession  during  the 
same  period,)  be  acted  upon  as  law.  The 
fear  entertained  on  this  subject  might 
be  considered  to  be  the  less  groundless,  as 
during  a  vacancy  in  the  court,  such  as 
that  which  happened  almost  immediately 
after  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  the 
case  referred  to,  there  being  only  two 
judges,  the  decision  rested  wholly  with 
the  chief  justice.  Mr.  Fergusson  said,  he 
had  expected  to  receive  before  this  time  a 
copy  of  the  opinion  given  by  the  chief 
justice,  and  also  petitions  which  were  in 
preparation  on  this  important  subject,  in 
which  case  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
moved  at  once  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  declare  the  law  in  this  matter.     He 
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liad  not  yet  received  those  documeats,  bot 
^  trutte^t  that  the  House  would  be  of 
9pinion  that  it  was  matter  fit  tQ  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee^  who  might  report, 
upon  the  examination  of  witoeseyes,  what 
the  law  and  the  usage  were,  and  also 
take  into  consideration  the  law  and  the 
usage  at  the  other  presidencies  in  India^ 
where  no  difference  of  opinion,  he  be- 
lieved, had  existed  on  these  points,  on 
which,  however,  it  was  obviously  impor- 
^nt  to  establish  uniformity  of  decision. 
He  would  now  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  another  point,  not  of  less  impor- 
tance, as  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  in  criminal  cases  in  the 
Icing's  court  in  India.  Those  courts  wfere 
four  in  nufnber ;  he  meant  this  courts  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  gaol  delivery,  es- 
tablished at  Cf^cutta,  Madras,  Bombay, 
and  Prince  of  Wales's  Island,  having  the 
same  extensive  iurisdictipn  in  respect  of 
crimes  committea  by  British  subjects,  not 
merely  within  the  local  jurisdiction  of  those 
courts,  but  within  a  circle  embracing 
almost  one  half  of  the  habitable  globe. 
Now  as  the  charter  of  the  different  courts 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  had  been  granted  at 
different  periods,  and  as  these  charters 
brought  with  them  the  common  law  of 
flngland,  and  the  statute  law,  as  it  stood 
at  the  respective  periods  of  granting  the 
charters,  it  followed,  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  criminal  law  must  be  differ- 
ent in  the  different  courts.  With  respect 
to  the  three  supreme  courts  of  India,  es- 
tablished at  Calcutta,  Madras,  and  Bom- 
bay, it  vras  now  generally  understood, 
that  the  English  law  was  introduced  into 
those  settlements  by  the  charter  of  George 
1st  granted  in  the  year  1726,  and  that  no 
statute,  passed  since  that  period,  extend- 
ed to  the  British  settlements  in  India, 
unless  named  expressly  in  such  statute, 
or  by  direct  ana  necessary  implication. 
The  charter  of  George  1st  created  the 
mayors*  courts  for  the  determining  of  civil 
suits,  and  also  constituted  the  governor 
and  council  of  each  settlement  a  court  of 
Qyer  and  Terminer,  but  with  much  less  ex- 
tensive jurisdiction  than  the  courts  of  that 
description  now  had.  But  the  charter  of 
George  1st  had  been  surrendered  in  the 
reign  of  George  2nd,  in  the  year  1753, 
and  a  new  charter  was  granted ;  and  in 
the  year  1774  this  latter  charter,  as  to 
Bengal,  was  replaced  by  the  charter 
granted  to  the  present  court,  which  was 
created  a    supreme  court  of  judicature. 
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At  the  setttem^tB  of  Madras  and  Bom- 
bay new  charters  were  successively,  and 
at  different  periods,  granted  first  to  the 
recorder's  courts,   and  afteirwards  to  the 
supreme  courts  of  judicature,  as  in  Bengal. 
In  the  vewc  1807,  Che  recorder*^  court  was 
established  at  Pnnce  of  Wales*8  Island, 
having  the  same  extensive  criminal  juris- 
diction as  the  other  courts.    It  waa  clear 
that  the  statute  law  of  Eng^d  was  in- 
troduced for  the  first  time  at  Prince  of 
Wales's  Island  by  the  charter  last  men- 
tioned, aad  80  it  was  declared,  at  the 
opening  of  the  court,  by  the  y&ry  learned 
judge,  who   afterwajcds  presided  at  the 
court  of  Madras.    A  most  important  point 
arose  in  respect  to  the  adminisltation  of 
criminal  justice    under    thesa   diffenmt 
charters,  namely>  whether,  upon  .the  atir- 
render  of  the  former  charters  of  Calcutta^ 
Madras,  and  Bohibay^  the  law  contiaued 
to  stand  as  it  did  at  tue  titne  of  the  fiitt 
charter  in  1726,  or  whether  each  renewal 
of   charter   introduced    the   enactmenta 
which  had  in  the   interval  been  made. 
The  judges  who  tried  Nundcomar  must 
have    been  of  the  latter   opinion,    for 
Nundcomar  was  tried,  convicted,  and  exe- 
cuted, for  forgery,  made  capital  by  sta- 
tute long  subsequent  to.  the  granting  of 
the  first  charter.      That  precedent  had 
not,  however,  been  followed  t  and  as  for- 
gery of  the  same  nature  as  that  for  which 
Nundcomar  was  tried   had    since  been 
made,  by  statute  53  George  3rd,  a  trans- 
portable misdemeanour,  Uiis  last  enact- 
ment might  be  considered  as  a  legislative 
exposition  of  the  law  in  that  particular 
matter.      But  he  (Mr.   Fetgusson)  had 
still  heard  doubts    entertained  by  very 
learned  persons  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
renewal  of  the  different  charters  in  the 
above  respect ;  and,  at  all  events,  it  was 
clear  that  a  British  subject,   if  tried  at 
Prince  of  Wales's  Island  for  the  same 
offence  committed  within  the  same  juris- 
diction, would  be  tried  by  a  different  law 
from  that  by  which  a    British    subject 
would  be  tried  at  Calcutta,  Madras,  and 
Bombay.     An  offence  under  lord  Ellen- 
borougn's  act,  for  instance,  was  capital 
if  tried  at  Prince  of  Wales's  Island,  but 
was  a  misdemeanour  only  if  tried  at  Cal- 
cutta, Madras,  and  Bombay.    The  acts 
respecting  the  embezzlements  of  olerks 
and  servants  were  in  force  at  the  former 
place,  and  the  offence  was  there  a  trans- 
portable felony ;  at  the  other  settlements 
It  was  a  mere  breach  of  tnisti    The  saaa 
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wilii  Mfpcet  to  the  statute  of  false  pee- 
tanoesy  which  had  no  operation  at  Cal- 
cutta,   Madras,  or  Bombay,  but  was  a 
transp(^tabte  Diisdemeanour  at  Prince  of 
Wales's  Island,    Surely  it  was  time  to 
put  an  end  to  this  monstrous  anomaly. 
Theve  iras  another  point  connected  with 
tbis  subject  also  01   great    importance. 
The  general  doctrine  was,  that  even  as 
to  such  parts  of  the  statute  law  of  Eng- 
Itmd  as  extended  to  India,    as    far   as 
sespeeted  the  time  of  their  enactment, 
the  court  must  still  determine  as  to  their 
applicability.     The  Blaok  Act,   for  in- 
stance^  passed  in  the  9th  of  George  1st, 
eltendea  to  India ;  but  all  its  provisions 
were  as  clearly  not  applicable  to  the  state 
and  ctrcumstances  of  that  country.    This 
mig^t  give  rise  to  a  difference  of  con- 
struction in  the  different  courts,  and  the 
judges  ought,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  be 
ivlieved  ftom  so  painful  a  duty  as  that 
which  might  be  imposed  upon  them  in 
this  respect.      These    points    would  be 
well  deserving  of  the  best  attention  which 
the  committee  could  bestow  upon  them. 
There  was  only  one  point  more    upon 
which  he  would  trouble  the  House.    Tlie 
labours  of  the  committee  would  necessarily 
be  imperfect,  if  they  were  not  to  remove 
the  uncertainty  which  appeared  to  exist  as 
to  the  persons  who  were  subject  to  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  courts  in  question.     In 
the  acts  of  parliament,  the  terms  employ- 
ed were  sometimes  ^*  British    subjects/' 
at  others,  "  subjects  of* his  Majesty,"  and 
at  others,  '*  subjects  of  his  Majesty  of 
Great  Britain,"  or  ''his  Majesty's   Eu- 
ropean British  subjects."    The  clause  in 
the  charter    respecting  juries,    provided 
that  persons  serving  on  juries  shall  be 
subjects  of  his  majesty  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  the  term  ''  subjects  of  his  majesty," 
generally,  is  used  to  denote  the  persons 
who  are  to  be  tried.     He  (Mr.  Fergusson) 
had  known  the  case  of  an  Armenian,  bom 
in  Calcutta,  who,  as  a  king's  subject,  was 
held  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  law  re- 
specting   usury ;    although   beyond    the 
lx)undaries  of  Calcutta  he  would,  proba- 
bly, not  have  been  treated  or  considered 
as  a  British  subject.     What,  then,  were 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  born  in 
that  settlement,  and  not  Mahomedans  or 
Hindoos?    Were   they  British    subjects, 
or  not  ?  or  was  there  a  distinction  between 
those  born  in  wedlock  and  those  not  so 
bom  ?     Every  inhabitant  of  Bombay  was, 
by  the  royal  grant  of  Charles  2nd  to  the 


East-India  Cotnpaity,  declared  to  have  all 
th^  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  natural 
subject  and  free  denizen,  as  if  he  had  been 
born  in  the  kingdom  of  England,    There 
was  a  large  and  growing  populatit)n  in 
India,  consisting  of   persons  of   mixed 
blood,  who  were  Christians,  and  whose 
state  and  conditiQn  could  not  but  excite 
great  interest.     These  persons,  although 
Christians,  were  liable  beyond  the  local 
jurisdiction  of  the  king's  courts,  to  be  tried 
by  the  Mahomedan  law,  where  the  Mott- 
lavee,  or  Mahomedan  law  officer,  was  to 
expound  the  law,  and  to  decide  by  his 
futwa  on  t^e  life  or  death  of  a  Christian. 
It  was,  happily,  true,  that  ciqpital  punish-* 
ment  could  not  be  inflicted,  unless  the 
decision  were  confirmed  by  the  highest 
criminal  court,  the  Nixamut  Adawlut ;  but 
the  system  itself  was  well  worthy  of  consi- 
deration, although  he  (Mr.  Ferguson)  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  a  question  which  ought 
to    be  approached  with    great    caution. 
The  Christians  of  mixed  blood,  many  of 
them  persons  of  considerable   property^ 
had  no  law  but  the  Mahomedan  law  to 
decide  upon  their  civil  rights,  beyond  the 
local  jurisdiction  of  the  king's    courts. 
The  succession  to  their  estates  was  go- 
verned by  the  Mahomedan  law.    He  saw 
no  reason  why  the  illegitimate  children  of 
such  Christians  might  not  succeed  to  their 
estates    equally  with   the  legitimate,  or 
why  such  Christians  might  not  indulge  in 
plurality  of  wives,  if  the  Mahomedan  law 
was  to  be  the  rule  by  which  their  civil 
rights  were  to  be  governed.     If  they  were 
not    British    subjects,  the    ecclesiastical 
courts  established  in  India  had  no  power 
or  authority  over  them,  for  their  jurisdic- 
tion was  expressly  confined  to  British  sub- 
jects.   The  hon.  member  said,  that  he  had 
only  further  to  observe,  that  he  had  no 
wish  that   the  committee  which  he  was 
about  to  propose  should  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  the  authority  of  the  British 
government  in  India,  which  he  believed 
and  knew  to  be  a  wise  and  beneficent  go- 
vernment over  the  natives  of  India. — Mr. 
Fergusson  concluded  by  moving,  *'  that  a 
select  committee  be  appointed,  to  inquire 
and  report  on  the  law  respecting  landed 
property  belonging  to  British  subjects,  in 
the  territories  subject  to  the  government 
of  the  East-India  Company,  and  whether 
the  same  be  liable,  it^  the  hands  of  their 
executors  and  administrators,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  their  simple  contract  debts ;    and 
also,  what  persons,  as    British  subjects. 
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are  amenable  to  Uie  jurisdiction  of  his 
majesty's  courts  in  the  East  Indies,  in 
respect  of  their  persons  and  property,  and 
what  parts  o(  the  statute  law  of  England 
extend,  or  ought  to  be  extended,  to  the 
said  territories,  with  a  view  to  ensure  uni- 
formity of  decision  in  the  said  courts." 

Mr.    Wyfoi   expressed  himself  hostile 
to  a  motion  which  embraced  such  an  ex- 
tent and  variety  of  objects.     It  was  in- 
troduced at  the  very  close  of  the  session, 
when  it  was  obviously  impossible,  if  the 
committee  were  appointed,  that  it  would  be 
enabled  to  reporton  anyone  of  the  subjects 
which  were  comprised  m  the  motion.   But 
if  it  had  been  brought  forward  at  the  com- 
mencement, instead  of  the  close  of  the 
session,  still  he  could  not  have  agreed  to 
it.     Amongst  other  things,  the  committee 
was  to  declare  its  opinion '' whether  landed 
property  belonging  to  British  subjects  in 
the  territories   subject  to  the  East-India 
Company,  was  liable,  in  the  hands  of  ad- 
ministrators or  executors,  for  the  payment 
of  simple  contmct  debts.''    This  was  a 
question  of  law — a  question  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  law  authorities ;  and  the  learned 
gentleman  himself  had  stated  that  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  existed   amongst  the 
judges  in  India  on  that  point.     The  chief 
justice,  it  appeared,  was  of  one  opinion, 
and  the  two  puisne  judges  held  the  same 
opinion  as  the  learned  gentleman.     But 
if  the  party  against  whom  the   decision 
was  given  felt  himself  aggrieved,  an  appeal 
to  the  privy  council  was  still  open  to  him. 
When  a  question  of  this  kind  was  actually 
pending,  was  it  regular  to  come  before 
parliament,  and  to  call  for  the  judgment 
of  a  committee  on  the  law?    There  were 
some  points  connected  with  the  law  which 
a  committee    might    ascertain,    and    on 
which  they  might  decide ;    but  it  was  not 
their  provmce  to  state  what  the  law  was. 
To  declare  what  the  law  ought  to  be — ^to 
point  out  how  it  might  be  reformed — was 
a  very  diiFerent  thing.     With  respect  to 
the  meaning  of  the  law,  as  to  its  opera- 
tion on  landed  property,  that  was  a  fit 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  courts. 
As  to  the  criminal  law,  it  was  a  question 
of  great  importance,  and  it  was  highly 
desirable  that  a  greater  degree  of  uniform- 
ity should  be  introduced  into  it ;   but  he 
did  not  think  it  by  any  means  desirable 
that  a  committee  of  the   House  of  Com- 
mons should  be  called  on  to  effect  that 
object.     He  should  like   to  see  the  law 
altered  and  simplified,  but  that,  perhaps, 
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would  be  better  effected  by  individual  ex* 
ertion,  than  by  the  laboora  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Fer^ttsson,  in  reply,  said,  that  tlie 
case  decided  in  Calcutta,  which  had  been 
referred  to,  might  never  come  under  ap- 
peal, and  if  it  did,  would  not  decide  many 
other  questions  of  great  importance,  and 
of  some  doubt,  respecting  the  law  of  land- 
ed property  in  India;  for  instance,  whether 
the  widow  was   entitled   to  dower,  and 
whether  such  dower  was  to  have  the  pre- 
ference or  not  over  debts.     Besides,  this 
case,  if  decided  upon  appeal,  would  be  a 
decision  for  the  presidencv  of  Bengai  only, 
whereas,  it  was  his  (Mr.  Fergusson's)  wish 
that  the  same  law  should  be  declared  for 
all  the  territories  subject  to  the  different 
presidencies,  and  that  a  uniformity  of  de- 
cision should  be  ensured  in  all  the  courts, 
on  this  and  on  every  other  point  connect- 
ed with  the  administmtion  of  the  law  in 
India.     He  (Mr.  Feigusson)  was  not  satis- 
fied that  any  great  change  in  the  system 
of  administering  the  law  could  be  best 
effected  by  the  exertion  of  individuals ;  he 
thought  it  could  be  better  done  by  a  com- 
mittee or  commission,  with  power  to  ex- 
amine witnesses,  than  by  private  and  per- 
sonal intercourse  only,  although  the  latter 
would  no  doubt  also  be  very  valuable.     At 
the  late  period  of  the  session,  however,  as 
little  progress  could  be  made  if  a  com- 
mittee were  to  be  appointed,  he  would, 
for  that  reason,  and  for  that  only,  abstain 
from  pressing  his  motion,  with  a  full  de- 
termination, however,  to  bring  the  matter 
forward  early  in  the  next  session,  should 
it  not  be  taken  up  by  some  person  more 
competent  to  do  it  justice.    As  far  as  de- 
pended on  him  (Mr.  Fergusson)  he  should 
not  cease  his  endeavours  for  that  end, 
until  he  saw  the  administration  of  justice 
in  India  made  as  perfect — he  trusted  it 
was  as  pure — as  at  home. 

Naval  Promotions.]  Mr.  Hume,  in 
rising,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  an  ad- 
dress to  his  majesty,  on  the  subject  of 
Naval  Promotions,  adverted  to  the  great 
importance  of  the  subject.  He  had,  on 
two  occasions,  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  it ;  and  he  had  proved  by  facts, 
that  the  government  bestowed  this  pa- 
tronage through  motives  of  personal 
favour,  or  with .  reference  to  parliament- 
ary influence.  The  service  of  the  coun- 
try did  not  warrant  in  any  degree  the 
extent  of  those  promotions.     Some  ex- 


1369 


Ifaval  Promotions, 


June  21,  1827. 


1370 


cuses  had  been  made  for  them,  but  no- 
thing that  appeared  to  him  to  justify  the 
expense  incurred.     On  the  9th  of  June, 
1823,  he  had  moved  for  the  then  last  list 
of  promotions.    Since  that  time,  he  was 
bound  to  state,  that  a  larger  number  of 
old  officers  had  been  promoted,  than  had 
been  known  for  a  considerable  time.     He 
would   not   say  that  the  alteration  had 
grown  out  of  his  motion;    but  he  was 
happy  to  say,  that  the  evil  which  had  pre- 
viously existed  was  much  mitigated  smce 
that  time.    He  never  wished  to  lower  the 
glory  or  strength  of  the  navy,  by  with- 
holding from  it  any  necessary  supplies; 
but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  promotions 
should  only  take  place  with  reference  to 
the  real  wants  of  the  navy,  and  the  ability 
of  the  country  to  bear  the  expense.     In 
1822,    that   House  had   addressed    the 
Throne,  praying  his  majesty  to  direct  his 
ministers  to  approximate  the  expenditure 
of  the  country  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the 
expenditure  of  1792;  and  to  reduce,  as 
far  as  was  practicable,  the  navy,  army, 
ordnance,  and  other  establishments.     His 
majesty's  answer  was,  that  such  directions 
should  be  given.  Now,  considering  the  scale 
of  expense  that  was  still  kept  up,  he  must 
say,  that  that  House  had  not  done  its 
duty,  in  not  insisting  on  much  larger  re- 
trenchments.    He  should  at  present  con- 
fine himself  to  the  navy.     The  hon.  gen- 
tleman then  entered  into  a  detail  of  the 
increase  of  naval  officers  from  1792  to  the 
present  time,  which  he  censured  as  extra- 
vagant and  uncalled-for.     The  half-pay 
had  increased  in  a  proportionate  degree. 
la  1792,  it  amounted  to  170,000/.;  in 
1816  it  had  reached  nearly  809,000/.,  and 
it  still  continued,  with  very  little  differ- 
ence, at  the  same  amount.  Of  five  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  naval  officers, 
only  eight  hundred  and  forty-two  were 
employed.    Indeed,  they  had  three  or  four 
times  the  number  of  officers  they  could 
employ,  if  all  the  ships  in  the  British  navy 
were  employed  to-morrow.    Besides   all 
this  expense,  there  was  a  million  and  a 
half  d^ui-weight.    When  they  viewed  all 
these  burthens,  and  saw  the  revenue  de- 
creasing,  ought  not  that  House  to  call 
loudlv  for  retrenchment  ?    He  had  before 
stated,   that  many  of  these  promotions 
must  have  arisen  from  personal  favour  or 
parliamentary  influence,  and  the  papers 
on  the  table  fully  bore  out  the  fact.     He 
there  saw  the  names  of  individuals  who 
wero  raised,  laat  yeari  to  the  rank  of  post 


captains,  some  of  whom  were  not  born  in 
1802.  They  were  put  over  the  heads  of 
old  and  deserving  officers,  while  the  half- 
pay  of  the  latter  added  to  the  dead-weight. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  with  moving, 

1.  "  That,  according  to  returns  made  to 
this  House,  it  appears  that  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1827,  there  were  five  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  commissioned 
officers  in  the  royal  navy,  from  the  rank 
of  admiral  to  that  of  lieutenant  inclusive, 
of  whom  only  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
two  were  employed  afloat. 

2.  "  That  this  House  has  voted  in  this 
session  the  sum  of  718,000/.  for  half-pay 
flag-officers,  captains,  commanders,  lieu- 
tenants, chaplains,  and  pursers,  of  his 
majesty's  fleet,  who  may  be  unemployed 
duringthe  present  year,  which  large  amount 
is  exclusive  of  579,359/.  voted  for  half-pay, 
superannuations,  and  allowances  to  officers 
of  the  royal  marines,  to  masters  and  other 
naval  and  civil  officers,  widows  and  or- 
phans ;  and  exclusive  of  250,000/.  voted 
for  Greenwich  hospital,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  1,547,359/.  for  the  ineffective  por- 
tion of  the  naval  and  marine  departments 
of  the  public  service. 

3.  "  That  therefore  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  express 
the  earnest  wish  of  this  House,  that  he 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  into  his 
consideration  the  present  great  number  of 
Officers  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  having 
regard  to  the  state  of  the  Finances  of  the 
Country,  its  diminished  Revenue,  and  the 
heavy  load  of  Taxation  on  the  People,  that 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
that  no  further  promotions  be  made  in  the 
navy,  except  on  very  extraordinary  and 
urgent  occasions,  where  the  particular 
merit  or  great  length  of  service  of  indi- 
viduals authorize  such  promotion,  as 
essential  to  maintain  the  best  interests  and 
high  character  of  the  Naval  Service  of  the 
Country." 

Sir  G.  Cockburn  said,  that  if  the  navy 
was  not  occasionally  supplied  with  young 
officers,  wc  should,  in  the  event  of  a  war, 
be  left  with  a  complement  of  officers,  who, 
from  age,  would  be  unable  to  fight  the 
country's  battles.  There  were  two  de- 
scriptions of  promotion*;  the  one  was  the 
rewarding  exbting  officers  for  particular 
services,  and  the  otherthe  bringing  forward 
of  younger  men.  The  objects  of  the  latter 
promotion  were,  in  great  part,  the  sons  of 
meritorious  officers  in  the  army  and  navy. 
The  desire  to  obtain  promotion  was  the 
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inceutive  to  gamantry  and  good  conduct. 
Ta]^e  away  the  chance  of  promotioD^  and 
much  of  the  zeal  which  was  at  preaent 
displaced  io  the  service  would  disappear 
witn  \i.  He  considered  the  continuance 
of  the  system  of  promotion  absolutely 
necessary :  and  on  tnat  |;round  he  wo4dd 
move  the  previous  question,  on  the  two 
fiist  branches  of  the  hon.  mover's  p«^K>si- 
tion.  As  to  the  address,  he  would  allow 
it  to  go  to  the  vote. 

Sir  J.  Yorke  said,  the  question  was  one 
which  bore  matsriaUy  upon  the  finances 
of  the  country,  and  he  should  consider 
that  he  was  shnnking  from  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  if  he  did  not  state  that  it  was 
necessary  to  exercise  a  considerable  degree 
of  caution  with  respect  to  jpromotions. 
Some  check  should  be  put  to  the  immense 
patronage  which  was  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  different  branches  of  the  public 
service.  If  the  chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer  would  endeavour  to  apply  some  check 
to  that  patronage,  he  would  be  the  strong- 
est minister  that  had  ever  conducted  the 
affairs  of  the  nation.  If  he  did  not  adopt 
that  line  of  conduct,  he  would  soon  sink 
to  the  level  of  the  ministers  who  had  pre- 
ceded hiip.  it  might  be  the  means  of 
checking  promotion  in  the  navy  to  have 
them  gazetted.  He  had  proposed  that 
course  to  the  hon.  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Groker);  but  he  had  object- 
ed to  it,  in  that  mysterious  manner  which 
he  sometimes  adopted,  without,  however, 
giving  any  reasons  for  the  objection. 

After  a  short  conversation^  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

Warehoused  Corn  Bill.]  The 
House  having  gone  into  a  committee  oo 
this  bill. 

Sir  E,  KnatchbuU  said,  he  doubted  very 
much  whether  the  mere  admission  of  the 
corn  in  bond,  upon  the  terms  proposed, 
would  not  so  affect  the  market,  as  to 
prevent  the  home  agriculturist  from,  obtain- 
ing a  remunerating  price.  The  best  point 
about  the  measure  was,  that  it  would 
answer  as  an  experiment ;  and  the  lesult 
inight  guide  the  House  in  their  view  of 
what  should  be  the  permanent  measure 
next  year.  I(e  doubted  whether  the  late 
measure  could  fairly  b^  called  lord  Liver- 
poors.  That  noble  lord  might  have  been 
favourable  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but 
he  did  not  think  that  he  had  been  the 
author  of  all  its  detaib. 
Mr.  Qimin^  Bsid,  th«^t  hU  6wt  speech 
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to  the  House  in  faringing  fivwaid  the  late 
measure   had    been    spokei^    from    the 
memorandum  of  lord  Liverpool  himself,  a^ 
from  a  brief.   One  new  clause  be  aertainly 
had  introduced ;  namely,  the  clause  which 
empowered  his  majesty  to  stop  the  im** 
portation  from   any   particular  country, 
with  which  the  interests  of  Bngland  made 
it  inconvenient  that  we  should  deal;  tiut 
that  clause  had  not  beep  one  of  the  p^cls 
objected  to.    For  the  questmn  of  price, 
the  price  of  60s.  had  not  only  been  ftxed 
by  lord  Liverpool,  but  that  noble  lord  had 
tdd  him, in  conversation,  that  he  had  met 
the  hon.  baronet,  and  that  he  had  menticm- 
ed  the  suliyeet  of  price  to  the  hap.  baconet, 
who  had  replied  tnat  he  was  satisfied  with 
a  pnce   of  60s.,   rather  upwards  than 
downwards.  With  refeienceto  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  he  agreed  thaft  thfisse  w«i  a 
difficulty  to  be  met:  the  pojisilMUty.  <^ 
producing   suffering  to  the    agricutewM 
clashes  was  not  to  be  overlooked,  althoa^ 
he  had  to  remove  the  actual  and  existing 
suffering  of  the  manu&cturing  uiterest^. 
This,  however,  would  be  agreed  upon  aU 
hands — thai  the  privations  of  the  manu* 
facturers  had  been  borne  with  a  patience 
that  merited  the  highest  encomium,  and 
that  could  have  but  one  effect — that  of 
inducing  an  increased  anxiety,  on  the  pairt 
of  the  legislature,  to  adopt  every  measure 
calculc^ted  to  give  them  r^ef,    importao^t 
as  the  late  bill    must  nece^^ss^y  have 
appeared  to  them,  it  wa^  remarkaUe  how 
little  the  House  had  been  importuned  by 
them  in  its  progress.     He  trusted,  thai 
the  House  would  come  to  the  discussiaa 
of  the  question  next  year  with  minds  pe^« 
fectly  irobiaiaed,  and  that  nothing  wooiU 
occur  in  the  mean  time  to  create,  on  either 
side,  the  slightest  feeling  of  irritation. 

Mr.  Bcutk^s  said,  that  60«.  might  have 
been  tolerated  as  a  medium  price;  but« 
under  the  provisions  of  the  late  hiU,  i% 
would  have  beei^  likely  to  become  a 
maxknim.  He  for  himself  l<^oicedtha% 
that  bill  had  been  lost. 

The  bill  then,  went  through  Ae  com- 
mittee. 
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Friday 9  June  22. 

CoRV  Averages  Bill.]  Their  loid* 
ships  went  into  a  cmmailtee  on  this  bilL 

Lord  Fartiham  said,  he  wished  the 
averages  of  towns  in  trflaad  andScoilattsi 
to  be  taken,  and  tbeEefoie  ioteoded  to 
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siQVOt  in  order  Uuit  he  might  he  enaUed 
io  intipduce  the  na^es  of  those  towns  into 
the  bill,  that  the  words  '*  England  and 
Wales''  be  omitted,  and  ''  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland"  inserted.  This  amendment 
was  necessary  to  give  the  real  price  of  com 
a9  sold  by  &e  grower.  It  was  a  great 
object  to  bring  the  tnte  price  before  the 
public.  Ill  Scotland,  when  the  price 
of  grain  was  665.,  persons  complained 
that  they  conld  never  get  such  in  the 
market.  He  thought  that  this  was  a  gross 
deeeption.  ^e  considered  it  was  a  most 
fstriKMrdinary  measure,  which  placed  in 
the  king's  government  the  power  of  raising 
or  depressing  the  averages.  The  presfsnt 
bill  wasi  he  believed,  intended  to  be  the 
basis  of  a  permanent  measure,  and  he 
should  tl^eiefore  n^ove,  that  certain  towns 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland  be  inserted  in  the 

bai. 

Lord  Godwrich  did  not  see  any  con- 
clusive objection  to  the  principle  of  in- 
eluding  Scotland  and  Ireland,  b^t  he 
thought  there  was  a  good  objection  to 
adopting  the  amendment  ia  the  present 
bill.  This  was  intended  as  a  pern^anent 
bill,  but  it  was  so  intended  ip  concurrence 
with  another  treasure,  which  had  not 
become  law ;  and  there  would  be  a  diffi* 
cvilty  in  introducing  the  ai^endment  into 
the  bill,  except  in  concurrence  with  that 
other  measure,  as  the  law  now  stands.  If 
Scotland  and  Ireland  were  introduced,  it 
might  have  the  effect  of  lowering  the 
averages,  and  might  matefdally  affect  the 
period  at  which,  under  the  present  law, 
the  importation  price  would  be  reached. 
He  thought  it  was  unreasonable  to  intro- 
duce such  a  nieasure  into  this  bill,  seeing 
that  the  Corn-laws  might  be  revised  next 
session.  It  would  have  an  effect  on  the 
present  law  not  contemplated  by  those 
who  framed  it.  He  could  not  consent  to 
mtroduce  Scotland  and  Ireland  into  the 
present  bill,  and  should  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. U  would  be  impossible  to  know 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  such  an 
amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Malmesbury  said,  that 
pnless  the  proposed  e^etffisbn  took  place, 
it  would  algiof  t  be  better  not  to  persevere 
in  the  bill. 

Lord  Ogdp'ieh  said,  he  had  no  objection 
to  drop  it. 

Lord  EUenbaro^h  was  not  disposed  to 
cpnclude  that  the  admission  of  Iialand 
ana  Scotland  would  tend  to  raise  the 
f^yengeft.    On  reference  to  the  returns  of 


corn  dold  in  the  inlsind  towns,  he  found 
that  the  amount  did  not  exceed  one  million 
nine  hundred  thousand  quarters  p» 
annum*  making  the  sales  per  week  amount 
to  ^bout  thirty-five  thousand  quarters.  If, 
therefore,  those  towns  were  included 
where  a  small  quantity  of  com  was  sold  at 
a  high  price,  it  would  not  raise  the 
averages  more  than  2s.  per  quarter.  H^ 
was  disposed  to  hope  that  thp  noble 
viscount  would  allow  the  amendment  te 
pass ;  because  it  was  important  for  them 
this  year  to  ascertain  really  what  the 
averages  were. 

The  EatI  of  Harrowby  entered  into  a 
detail  of  the  present  mode  of  taking  the 
averages,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  their 
lordships'  agreeing  to  the  proposed  altera- 
tion. It  was  impossible  to  take  the 
averages  to  the  extent  proposed  by  the 
amendment,  unless  an  account  was  taken 
of  every  bushel  of  com  that  was  sold. 

The  Duke  of  TFeZ/tn^^oasaid,  it  was  im^ 
possible  that  the  averages,  as  proposed  to 
be  altered,  could  be  made  applicable  to 
the  bill  i^ow  in  progress  elsewhere.  The 
present  Cora-law  was  that  of  1822 ;  the 
present  averages  were  made  applicable  to 
that  law,  and  the  newly-proposed  mode  of 
taking  the  averages  could  not  be  made  ap- 
plicable to  it.  But,  with  a  view  to  any 
entire  permanent  measure  that  might 
hereafter  be  introduced  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Corn-laws,  he  thought  it  liighly  de- 
sirable that  the  fullest  infcurmation  should 
be  furnished,  as  to  ^e  state  of  the  averages 
throughout  the  country.  There  would  be 
less  chance  of  fraud,  by  having  that  ex- 
tensive knowledge  which  it  was  the  object 
of  the  amendment  to  arrive  at. 

Lord  Oodmch  said,  he  did  not,  on 
principle,  see  any  great  objection  to  ex- 
tending the  present  mode  of  taking  the 
averages  to  the  inland  towns  of  England 
and  Wales,  and,  perhaps,  subsequently  to 
Ireland  and  Scotland;  but  he  did  not  see 
the  necessity  of  the  immediate  extension 
of  it,  as  proposed  by  the  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  sngg^ted, 
whether  it  would  be  worth  while  to  set  on 
foot  so  expensive  a  system  for  so  short  a 
period,  merely  for  the  sake  of  experiment. 
The  salaries  of  inspectors  amounted  to  70/. 
or  80/.  per  annum  each,  and  would  entail 
a  great  expense  without  affording  any 
corresponding  benefit. 

The  Eari  of  Bebnore  thought  that,  if  the 
measvre  was  extended  to  Irdand,  it  would 
only  embarrass  the  system*    It  would  be 
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are  amenable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  his 
majesty's  courts  in  the  East  Indies,  in 
respect  of  their  persons  and  property,  and 
what  parts  of  the  statute  law  of  England 
extend,  or  ought  to  be  extended,  to  the 
said  territories,  with  a  view  to  ensure  uni- 
formity of  decision  in  the  said  courts." 

Mr.    Wynn   expressed  himself  hostile 
to  a  motion  which  embraced  such  an  ex- 
tent and  variety  of  objects.    It  was  in- 
troduced at  the  very  close  of  the  session, 
when  it  was  obviously  impossible,  if  the 
committee  were  appointed,  that  it  would  be 
enabled  to  report  on  anyone  of  the  subjects 
which  were  comprised  in  the  motion.   But 
if  it  had  been  brought  forward  at  the  com- 
mencement, instead  of  the  close  of  the 
session,  still  he  could  not  have  agreed  to 
it.     Amongst  other  things,  the  committee 
was  to  declare  its  opinion  ''whether  landed 
property  belonging  to  British  subjects  in 
the  territories   subject  to  the  East-India 
Company,  was  liable,  in  the  hands  of  ad- 
ministrators or  executors,  for  the  payment 
of  simple  contract  debts."    This  was  a 
question  of  law — a  question  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  law  authorities;  and  the  learned 
gentleman  himself  had  stated  that  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  existed   amongst  the 
judges  in  India  on  that  point.     The  chief 
justice,  it  appeared,  was  of  one  opinion, 
and  the  two  puisne  judges  held  the  same 
opinion  as  the  learned  gentleman.     But 
if  the  party  against  whom  the   decision 
was  given  felt  himself  aggrieved,  an  appeal 
to  the  privy  council  was  still  open  to  him . 
When  a  question  of  this  kind  was  actually 
pending,  was  it  regular  to  come  before 
parliament,  and  to  call  for  the  judgment 
of  a  committee  on  the  law  ?    There  were 
some  points  connected  with  the  law  which 
a  committee    might    ascertain,    and    on 
which  they  might  decide ;    but  it  was  not 
their  provmce  to  state  what  the  law  was. 
To  declare  what  the  law  ought  to  be — to 
point  out  how  it  might  be  reformed — was 
a  very  different  thing.     With  respect  to 
the  meaning  of  the  law,  as  to  its  opera- 
tion on  landed  property,  that  was  a  fit 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  courts. 
As  to  the  criminal  law,  it  was  a  question 
of  great   importance,   and  it  was  highly 
desirable  that  a  greater  degree  of  uniform- 
ity should  be  introduced  into  it ;    but  he 
did  not  think  it  by  any  means  desirable 
that  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  be  called  on  to  effect  that 
object.     He  should  like   to  see  the  law 
altered  and  simplified,  but  that,  perhaps, 
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would  be  better  effected  by  individual  ex* 
ertion,  than  by  the  labours  of  a  com-* 
mittee. 

Mr.  Fergussofif  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
case  decided  in  Calcutta,  which  had  been 
referred  to,  might  never  come  under  ap-> 
peal,  and  if  it  did,  would  not  decide  many 
other  questions  of  great  importance,  and 
of  some  doubt,  respecting  the  law  of  land- 
ed property  in  India;  for  instance,  whether 
the  widow  was   entitled    to  dower,  and 
whether  such  dower  was  to  have  the  pre- 
ference or  not  over  debts.     Besides,  this 
case,  if  decided  upon  appeal,  would  be  a 
decision  for  the  presidencv  of  Bengal  only, 
whereas,  it  was  his  (Mr.  Fergusson's)  wish 
that  the  same  law  should  be  declarad  for 
all  the  territories  subject  to  the  different 
presidencies,  and  that  a  uniformity  of  de- 
cision should  be  ensured  in  all  the  courts, 
on  this  and  on  every  other  point  connect- 
ed with  the  administration  of  the  law  in 
India.     He  (Mr.  Fergusson)  was  not  satis- 
fied that  any  great  change  in  the  system 
of  administering  the  law  could  be  best 
effected  by  the  exertion  of  individuals ;  he 
thought  it  could  be  better  done  by  a  com- 
mittee or  commission,  with  power  to  ex- 
amine witnesses,  than  by  private  and  per- 
sonal intercourse  only,  although  the  latter 
would  no  doubt  also  be  very  valuable.     At 
the  late  period  of  the  session,  however,  as 
little  progress  could  be  made  if  a  com- 
mittee were  to  be  appointed,  he  would, 
for  that  reason,  and  for  that  only,  abstain 
from  pressing  his  motion,  with  a  full  de- 
termination, however,  to  bring  the  matter 
forward  early  in  the  next  session,  should 
it  not  be  taken  up  by  some  person  more 
competent  to  do  it  justice.    As  far  as  de- 
pended on  him  (Mr.  Fergusson)  he  should 
not  cease  his  endeavours  for  that  end, 
until  he  saw  the  administration  of  justice 
in  India  made  as  perfect — he  trusted  it 
was  as  pure — as  at  home. 

Naval  Promotions.]  Mr.  Hume,  in 
rising,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  an  ad- 
dress to  his  majesty,  on  the  subject  of 
Naval  Promotions,  adverted  to  the  great 
importance  of  the  subject.  He  had,  on 
two  occasions,  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  it ;  and  he  had  proved  by  facts, 
that  the  government  bestowed  this  pa- 
tronage through  motives  of  personal 
favour,  or  with. reference  to  parlilunent- 
ary  influence.  The  service  of  the  coun- 
try did  not  warrant  in  «ny  degree  the 
extent  of  those  promotions.     Some  ex- 
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ciuea  had  been  made  for  them,  but  no- 
thing that  appeared  to  him  to  jastify  the 
expense  incurred.    On  the  9th  of  June, 
1823,  he  had  moved  for  the  then  last  list 
of  promotions.    Since  that  time,  he  was 
bound  to  state,  that  a  larger  number  of 
old  officers  had  been  promoted,  than  had 
been  known  for  a  considerable  time.     He 
would   not   say  that  the  alteration  had 
grown  out  of  his  motion;    but  he  was 
happy  to  say,  that  the  evil  which  had  pre- 
viously existed  was  much  mit^ted  smce 
that  time.     He  never  wished  to  lower  the 
glory  or  strength  of  the  navy,  by  with- 
holding from  It  any  necessary  supplies; 
but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  promotions 
should  only  take  place  with  reference  to 
the  real  wants  of  the  navy,  and  the  ability 
of  the  country  to  bear  the  expense.     In 
1822,    that   House  had   addressed    the 
Throne,  praying  his  majesty  to  direct  his 
ministers  to  approximate  the  expenditure 
of  the  country  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the 
expenditure  of  1792;  and  to  reduce,  as 
far  as  was  practicable,  the  navy,  army, 
ordnance,  and  other  establishments.    His 
niyesty's  answer  was,  that  such  directions 
should  be  given.  Now,  considering  the  scale 
of  expense  that  was  still  kept  up,  he  must 
say,  that  that  House  had  not  done  its 
duty,  in  not  insisting  on  much  larger  re- 
trenchments.   He  should  at  present  con- 
fine himself  to  the  navy.     The  hon.  gen- 
tleman then  entered  into  a  detail  of  the 
increase  of  naval  officers  from  1792  to  the 
present  time,  which  he  censured  as  extra- 
vagant and  uncalled-for.     The  half-pay 
had  increased  in  a  proportionate  degree. 
Iq  1792,  it  amounted  to  170,000/.;  in 
1816  it  had  reached  nearly  809,000/.,  and 
it  still  continued,  with  very  little  differ- 
ence, at  the  same  amount.  Of  five  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  naval  officers, 
only  eight  hundred  and  forty-two  were 
employed.    Indeed,  they  had  three  or  four 
times  the  number  of  officers  they  could 
employ,  if  all  the  ships  in  the  British  navy 
were  employed  to-morrow.    Besides   all 
this  expense,  there  was  a  million  and  a 
half  d^ui-weight.    When  they  viewed  all 
these  burthens,  and  saw  the  revenue  de- 
creasing,  ought  not  that  House  to  call 
loudly  for  retrenchment  ?    He  had  before 
stated,   that  many  of  these  promotions 
must  have  arisen  from  personal  favour  or 
parliamentary  influence,  and  the  papers 
on  the  table  fully  bore  out  the  fact.    He 
there  saw  the  names  of  individuals  who 
w«ra  raised,  last  yeari  to  the  rank  of  post 


captains,  some  of  whom  were  not  bom  in 
1802.  They  were  put  over  the  heads  of 
old  and  deserving  officers,  while  the  half« 
pay  of  the  latter  added  to  the  dead-wei|;ht. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  with  moving, 

1.  "That,  according  to  returns  made  to 
this  House,  it  appears  that  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1827,  there  were  five  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  commissioned 
officers  in  the  royal  navy,  from  the  rank 
of  admiral  to  that  of  lieutenant  inclusive, 
of  whom  only  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
two  were  employed  afloat. 

2.  "  That  this  House  has  voted  in  this 
session  the  sum  of  718,000/.  for  half-pay 
flag-officers,  captains,  commanders,  lieu- 
tenants, chaplains,  and  pursers,  of  his 
majesty's  fleet,  who  may  be  unemployed 
during  the  present  year,  which  large  amount 
is  exclusive  of  579,359/.  voted  for  half-pay, 
superannuations,  and  allowances  to  officers 
of  the  royal  marines,  to  masters  and  other 
naval  and  civil  officers,  widows  and  or- 
phans ;  and  exclusive  of  250,000/.  voted 
for  Greenwich  hospital,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  1,547,359/.  for  the  ineffective  por- 
tion of  the  naval  and  marine  departments 
of  the  public  service. 

3.  **  That  therefore  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  express 
the  earnest  wish  of  this  House,  that  he 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  into  his 
consideration  the  present  great  number  of 
Officers  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  having 
regard  to  the  state  of  the  Finances  of  the 
Country,  its  diminished  Revenue,  and  the 
heavy  load  of  Taxation  on  the  People,  that 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
that  no  further  promotions  be  made  in  the 
navy,  except  on  very  extraordinary  and 
urgent  occasions,  where  the  particular 
merit  or  great  length  of  service  of  indi- 
viduals authorize  such  promotion,  as 
essential  to  maintain  the  best  interests  and 
high  character  of  the  Naval  Service  of  the 
Country." 

Sir  Gf.  Cockburn  said,  that  if  the  navy 
was  not  occasionally  supplied  with  young 
officers,  wc  should,  in  the  event  of  a  war, 
be  left  with  a  complement  of  officers,  who, 
from  age,  would  be  unable  to  fight  the 
country's  battles.  There  were  two  de- 
scriptions of  promotion*;  the  one  was  the 
rewarding  existing  officers  for  particular 
services,  and  the  other  the  bringing  forward 
of  younger  men.  The  objects  of  the  latter 
promotion  were,  in  great  part,  the  sons  of 
meritorious  officers  in  the  army  and  navy. 
The  desire  to  obtain  promotion  was  the 


|a?|        H0U8R  O?  LORDS, 

ii^ce^tive  to  g4)laatry  and  good  coqdHct. 
T^ke  away  the  chance  of  proxpofion^  and 
much  of  the  zeal  which  was  at  present 
displayed  in  the  service  would  disappear 
with  jt.  He  considered  the  contiuuance 
of  the  system  of  propi^otion  ahsolut^ly 
necessary :  and  on  tna^  ^ound  he  would 
9iove  tb^  previous  question,  on  the  two 
£rst  branches  6f  the  lion.  wQver's  proposi- 
tion. As  to  the  address,  he  would  allow 
it  to  go  to  the  vote. 

Sir  J.  Yorke  said,  the  question  was  one 
which  bore  materially  upon  the  finances 
of  the  country,  and  he  should  consider 
that  he  was  shrinking  from  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  if  he  did  not  state  that  it  was 
necessary  to  exercise  a  considerable  degree 
of  caution  with  respect  to  promotions. 
Some  check  should  be  put  to  the  immense 
patronage  which  was  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  different  branches  of  the  publiq 
service.  If  the  chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer would  endeavour  to  apply  some  check 
to  that  patronage,  he  would  be  the  strong- 
est minister  that  had  ever  conducted  the 
{^£fairs  of  the  nation.  If  he  did  uot  adopt 
that  line  of  conduct,  he  would  soon  sink 
to  the  level  of  the  ministers  who  had  pre- 
ceded hiip.  It  might  be  the  means  of 
checking  promotion  in  the  navy  to  have 
them  gazetted.  He  had  proposed  that 
course  to  the  hon.  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Croker);  but  he  had  object- 
ed to  it,  in  that  mysterious  manner  which 
he  sometiofies  adopted,  without,  however, 
giving  any  reasons  for  the  objection. 

After  a  short  conversatioui  the  motion 
was  uegati 
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Warehoused  Corn  Bill.]  The 
House  having  gone  into  a  committee  on 
this  bill. 

Sir  E,  KnatchbuU  said,  he  doubted  very 
qiuch  whether  the  mere  admission  of  the 
corn  in  bond,  upon  the  teqns  proposed, 
would  not  so  affect  the  market,  as  to 
prevent  the  houie  agriculturist  fronx  obtain- 
mg  a  remunerating  price.  The  best  point 
about  the  measure  was,  that  it  would 
answer  as  an  experiment ;  aud  the  reauU 
might  guide  the  House  in  their  view  of 
what  should  be  the  permanent  measure 
next  year.  He  doubted  whether  the  late 
measure  could  fiurlyb^  called  lord  Liver- 
poors.  That  uoble  lord  might  have  been 
favourable  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but 
he  did  not  think  that  he  had  been  the 
author  of  all  its  detaib. 
Mr.  (kuming  said,  that  hia  6i«t  qpeecb 


to  the  House  in  bringinf  forwaid  the  late 
measure   had    been    spoken   from    the 
men^praud^iA  of  lord  Liverpool  himself,  ay 
from  a  brief.   One  new  clause  he  certainly 
had  introduced ;  namely,  the  clause  which 
ep:ipowered  his  majesty  to  stop  the  v^r 
portation  from   any   partici^lar  countrVp 
with  which  the  interests  of  England  made 
it  inconvenient  that  we  should  deal ;  \i^ 
that  clause  had  not  beep  one  of  the  p^irte 
objected  to.    For  ^e  questjo^  of  price, 
the  price  oj  60s.  had  uot  ouly  been  fix^ 
by  lord  Live^)ool,  but  that  noble  lord  bad 
told  him  in  conversation,  that  he  had  met 
the  hon.  baronet,  and  that  he  had  mentjcui- 
ed  the  subject  of  price  to  the  hop.  baroneti 
who  had  replied  tnat  he  was  satiated  wUb 
a  pqce   of  60s.,   rather  upwards  than 
^ownwfiupds.  With  reference  to  the  principjb 
of  the  bill,  he  agreed  thaft  the^  ivaa  a 
difficulty  to  be  met:  the  pojBsibility.  cf 
producing   suffering  to  the    agriculture 
clashes  was  not  to  be  qverlookedy  althoii^ 
he  had  to  remove  the  actual  aud  existiug 
sufiering  of  the  manufacturing  interests. 
This,  however,  would  be  agreed  upmit  aU 
hands — ths^  the  privations  of  the  manu^ 
facturers  had  been  bcurne  with  a  patienoe 
that  merited  the  highest  encomium,  aM 
that  could  have  but  one  efiect— that  of 
inducing  an  increased  anxiety,  qn  the  pajrt 
of  the  legislature,  to  adopt  every  measmne 
calcul£^ted  to  give  them  relief.    Important 
as  the  late  bill    must  nece^as^y  hiave 
appeared  to  them,  it  was  remarkable  how 
little  the  House  had  been  importuned  by 
them  in  its  progress.    He  trusted^  tksii 
the  House  would  come  to  the  discusaioa 
of  the  question  next  year  with  minds  pear* 
fectly  unbiassed,  and  that  notkii^  wouU 
occur  in  the  mean  time  to  create,  on  either 
side,  the  slightest  feeling  of  irritation* 

Mr.  Bank^s  said,  that  60s.  vxight  have 
been  tolerated  as  a  medium  price ;  but* 
under  the  provisions  of  the  late  hiU,  i% 
would  have  beei\  likely  to  become  a 
maxwium.  He  for  himself  tejoicedthai 
that  bill  had  beea  lost. 

The  bill  then,  went  through  the  com- 
mittee. 
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CoBH  Averages  Bill.]  Tkeir.  kwi- 
ships  went  into  a  cmnmittee  on  thk  bilL 

Lord  FartUuan  said,  he  vished  the 
averages  of  towns  m  Ird«Rd  and  Scotiawft 
to  be  taken,  and  tbeaefoBe  id^iuM  Kk 


ilML 


Wkr^Atfm^  Com  mU- 


J09£:2«,  JM7. 


class 


^■bJeeC  wMiont  legMation ;  ;tBd  tkore  weie 
^mHy  two  modes  on  vbich  ministen  eould 
proceed*  The  ffarH  mode  was  to  accede 
4o  a  raoommeiidation  whick  came  from  a 
taobb  eaii  opposite  (MalmesbvyX  and 
twkaeb  was  enfotced  by  a  ooble  baron  on 
Jibe  same  aide,  it  was  by .  that  recom- 
iMBdatioQ  proposed  is  sabsUtutean  amend- 
jnent  of  tbe  existing  lawy^  rsCainiagy  how^ 
^ver,  the  pnaciple^  and  merely  doing  a«pay 
iha  daose  which  prevented  importation 
mntil  the  mica  rose  to  80s.  Now,  as  he 
JMver  cocud  sanction  the  Brinciple  of  that 
,laVf  it  was  quite  impossible  for  him.  to  ac- 
fiMcsce  ia  any  propoaiiion  that  leoognized 
iU  Ho  belieFed  it  to  be  a  principle  which, 
lirom  its  vary  nailiue  and  essence^  was  caJ^ 
cnlated  to  produce  much  mischief^  and  he 
.eould  not  nelp  thii^ng  that  that  was  the 
opinion  of  the  country  at  large.  As,  then, 
he  could  not  aeoede-  to  the  reccmimendi^ 
.Sieil  of  the  noble  osrlt  no  other  course 
Vwaa  open  to  him  than  to  see  whether  it 
«n>uld  not  be  possible  and  advisable  to 
fOtmfioe  kj^islataoo.to  that  particular  por- 
jtioa  of  fiomgOL  oera  now  in  this  country, 
independoMt  of  any  consideiable  influx  at 
Mjf  fatttxo  period*  That  alone  was  the 
#b|ect  of  the  piesent  bill;  and  he  was 
Jinile  snie  that  even  those  noble  lords  who 
*ivnr»  opposed  to  any  change  in  the  Com- 
.lanm  would  not  consider  it  inconsistent 
•idth  .their  views  to  sanction  this  measure. 
X>ne  of  the  great  evils  of  the  existing  law 
•waa,  its  tendeney  to  'admit  foreign  com 
ftt.  a  time  when,  of  all  others,  its  admis- 
sion might  be  most  injurioua  to  the  landed 
interest.  At  present  there  was  a  pros- 
pect of  as  fine  a  harvest  as  ever  was 
known;  therefore,  no  scarcity  could  rea- 
sonably be  apprehended ;  but,  last  year, 
the  crop  of  barley  ftiiled,  though  the  price 
never  rose  hi^  encwgh  to  admit  of  a  sup- 
ply from  abroad*  The  supply  at  home, 
however,  was  quite  inadequate  to  the  de- 
mandyy  as  was  every  where  evinced  by  the 
scale  of  the  markets,  the  price  being  40f . 
or  npvraids.  .  Now,  if  an  alteration  of  the 
law  of  1822  were  substituted  in  the  man- 
ner proposed,  foreign  barley  would  be  ad- 
mitted on  ^  15th  of  August,  provided 
the  average  price  for  the  six  weeks  pre" 
oedtog  was  36s.  But  as  the  average  price 
4ras  now  40s.,  .and  as  the  porte  might  be 
opened  at  35t.  with  the  limitetion  steted, 
4hey  might,  if  there  was  a  good  harvest, 
have,  under  these  circumstances,  to  con- 
lend,  not  only  with  the  hundred  and  eighty 
Ihoaeand  quarters  of  foreign  bariey  now 


miefaousad  kre,  but  also  with  an  influx 
&om  every  part  of  the  continent  for  the 
next  three  months.  The  effect  of  this 
bill  would  be,  to  pfovide  a  ronedy  for  that 
evil,  and  therebv  to  regulate  the  market* 
He  might  say,  that  the  ykm  he  now  took 
of  the  subject  was  not  altemd  by.  the  law 
of  1825*  The  present  meaanre  was  for  a 
fixed  period,  and  their  lordships  might,  on 
a  future  occasion,  legislate  upon  what 
might  be  a  permanent  system  of  Corn- 
laws.  His  majesty's  government  collected 
the  best  information  they  could  obtain  on 
the  subject,  and  framed  such  a  plan  as 
they  though  would  satisfy  even  the  most 
timtd  and  scrupulous  agriculturist.  Thsit 
bill,  however,  had  failed ;  and  the  present 
one  was  introduced  as  a  temporary  substi- 
tute. He  had  been  rebuked,  on  a  former 
occasion,  for  presuming  to  express  his  sin- 
cere and  anxious  hope,  that  no  feeling  of 
party  found  its  way  into  the  discussion* 
He  sincerely  assured,  their  lordships  that 
neither  he  nor  hb  colleagues  entertained 
any  feeling  of  that  sort.  They  manifestsd 
no  ill  humour  whatever  at  the  loss  of  the 
measure;  and  i£  all  parties  were  to  sepa^ 
rate  now  with  something  like  good  humour, 
they  would  do  that  which  would  be  credit- 
able to  themselves  and  advaati^eons  to  the 
country*.  He  would  now  move,  that  the 
biU  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Earl  of  MaUnesbury  said,  that  his 
noble  friend  misunderstood  his  reeom- 
SMndation  as  to  the  bill  of  1815.  What 
he  had  proposed  was,  to  withdraw  the  re- 
strictive clause,  so  as  to  allow  the  bill  of 
1822  to  come  into  operation;  for  it  had 
never  yet  been  in  operation*  He  had  re- 
commended it,  supposing  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  government  not  to  bring  forward 
any  other  measure  this  year ;  and  he  aop- 
posed  it  would  be  better  under  the  biU  of 
1622,  without  the  clause,  than  as  we  were 
at  present.  What  his  noble  friend  said, 
as  to  barley  being  imported  in  August, 
might  be  correct  ;  but  why  not  bring 
in  a  bill  to  apply  only  to  barley;  and 
why  bring  in  a  bill  which  applied  to 
wheat  ?  His  noble  friend  had  good  ground 
for  his  measure  as  to  bariey ;  but  he  had 
no  mmnd  whatever  for  his  bill  as  it  ap- 
(^ed  to  wheat.  It  appeared,  that  Uieie 
were  up^rards  of  six  hundred,  thousand 
quarters  of  wheat  in  bond,  and  there  was 
also  a  quantity  of  flour. 

Viscount  Qoderich. — Seventy  six  thou<« 
sand  hundred  weight  of  flour. 
.  The  Earl  of  Maknedmry^    Thdfi  jvas 
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manifiestly  unjust  that  the  price  in  the 
Irish  markets  should  regulate  the  amount 
of  duties  in. this  country. 

The  Marquis  of  Salisbury  considered  the 
important  point  in  this  question  was,  to 
adopt  that  mode  which  would  give  the 
averages  most  correctly.  He  supported 
the  amendment^  and  said  that  this  was  the 
proper  time  to  make  the  experiment. 

The  question  was  then  put,  '^  that  the 
words  England  and  Wales  do  stand 
part  of  the  clause."  Upon  which  the 
House  divided: — Content  44;  Not-con- 
tent 44.  The  chairman  (the  earl  of 
Shaftesbury)  gave  his  casting  vote  against 
the  question ;  Which  was  therefore  negatived. 
The  amendment  was  then  put,  that  the 
words,  ''  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  in- 
serted.'' Upon  which  another  division 
took  place :  Content  37  ;  Not-content  43 ; 
Majority  against  the  amendment  6. 

The  effect  of  these  two  divisions  is, 
th^fore,  .to  exclude  every  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  from  the  clause. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Friday y  June  22. 

East  Retford  Disfranchisbmekt 
Bill.]  •  Mr.  Tennyson^  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill,  said,  that  he 
had  postponed  it  to  that  late  period  to 
allow  time  for  the  burgesses  of  East  Retford 
to  petition  to  be  heard  by  counsel;  but  no 
such  petition  had  appear^.  There  was  a 
petition  from  the  aldermen,  containing  a 
^rt  of  protest,  but  not  denymg  their  par- 
ticipancy  in  the  corruption,  or  praying  to 
be  heard.  He  did  not  propose  to  proceed 
further  then,  but  wished  for  the  second 
reading,  as  an  assurance  that  the  House 
would  support  him  in  the  next  session,  and 
would  not,  in  the  mean  time  issue  the 
writ  to  Retford.  He  should  think  it  his 
duty  to  prepare  himself  with' the  local  de- 
tails connected  with  Birmingham,  that 
would  enable  him  to  submit  to  the  House, 
when  parliament  re-*assembled,  a  bill  with 
such  provisions  as  would  secure  to  that 
town  the  benefits  of  representation  with- 
out the  evils  too  frequently  attendant  upon 
it.  He  -should  provide  for  a  summary 
mode  of  taking  the  poll ;  for  a  registration 
of  votes  to  prevent  disputes,  and  other 
matters,  so  as  to  preclude,  if  possible,  the 
tumult,  demoralization,  delay,  and  expense 
which  might  otherwise  convert  what  he 
intended  for  a  highly  beneficial  privtlegei 
into  an  infliction  and  a  curw.    All  :be 


now  asked,  was,  the  second  reading  *of*  the 
bill  with  the  view  he  had  stated;  and  iii 
when  the  subject  was  resumed,  the  bur*- 
gesses  of  Retford  wished  to  be  heard,  there 
would  be  ample  time  afforded .  -       • 

Mr.  G.  Bankei  opposed  the  further  pro»* 
gress  of  the  measure,  on  the  ground*that 
tiie  case  of  corruption  and  bribery  had  not 
been  sufficiently  established.  He  objected^ 
also,  to  the  further  suspension  of  ^  writ 
uutil  the  next  session. 

Mr.  C.  Dundas  adverted  to  a  petition 
from  the  electors,  in  which  they  prayed  to 
be  heard  by  counsel,  and  asserted  their  in«> 
nocence. 

Lord  Ebrington  said,  that  no  reasonabte 
doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  borough,  and  that  «  suffi- 
cient case  had  been-  made  out  for  its  dis^ 
franchisement.  '  .  • 

I.x>rd  Lowtker  recommended,  that 'the 
whole  subject  should  be  deferred  until 
next  session. 

Mr.  Wynn  was  of  opinion,  that  vl  prima 
facie  uncontradicted  case  had  been  made 
out  for  reading  the  bill  a  second  timec 
It  had  been  brought  In  by  order  of  the 
committee ;  and  all  that  was  intended  this 
session  was  to  fill  up  the  blanks.  It  was 
highly  proper  that  the  question  regarding 
the  issue  of  the  writ  should  also  be  poBb-t 
poned;  If  the  writ  were  issued,  it  wod^d, 
m  fact,  be  deciding  the  question.  Whether 
it  should  be  given  to  Birmingham  or 
thrown  into  the  hundred,  in  case  of  the 
disfranchisement  of  East  Retfoid,  was 
another  point. 

•  Sir  C.  Wetherell  complained  that  the 
bill  had  been  printed  with  the  town  of 
Birmingham  substituted  fo^East  Retford. 
It  might  hence  be  concluded  out  of  dqors, 
that  the  House  had  decided  that  point 
before  it  had  even  determined  to  dis* 
franchise  East  Retford. 

Mr.  Fergusson  agreed  with  the  general 
object  of  the  bill,  but  contended  that  the 
evidence  already  adduced  was  not  suffi* 
cient.  If  the  case  opened  were  establish'- 
ed,  it  was  more  gross  than  that  of  Penryn. 

Mr.-  N.  Calvert  thought  the  case  of 
general  corruption  quite  sufficient,  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  coni- 
fer the  elective  franchise  on  some  place,- 
where  it  would  be  exercised  with  more 
fidelity. 

Sir  C.  Forbes  saw  no  reason  why  the 
bill  should  be  read  even  a  second  time,  if 
it  was  intended  afterwards  to  postpone  it 
until  next  session.    If  they  wanted  to  put 
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w  end  to  ooimptioii,  they  ought  to  put 
the  ftxe  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  begin 
witii  the  comiptori.  They  should  b^m 
inth  teferai  among  diemselves.  They 
ought,  #hen  they  came  to  the  hustings, 
«iia  to  the  table  of  that  House,  to  take  an 
oath  anhist  bribery  and  eormption ;  and 
then  they  would  see  what  sort  of  a  House 
they  would  have.  He  had  ever  set  his 
feee  against  cant,  hypocrisy,  and  humbug, 
and  he  wouM  still  continue  to  do  so.  He 
furtfier  oUected  to  transferring  the  firan- 
«hise  to  Birmingham,  as  manufacturing 
tswtts  were  the  veiy  hotrbeds  of  conruption. 
^  Mr.  J.  Stmri  said,  that  if  the 
MH  were  read  a  second  time,  it  would 
appear  as  if  the  House  had  pl^g;^  itself 
to  transfer  the  franchise  to  Birmingham. 
Now,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  even  if 
East  Retford  were  to  be  disfranchised, 
tiiat  the  franchise  should  be  transferred  to 
Bitmingham.  He  might  think  that  it 
would  be  better  to  transfer  it  to  one  of  the 
unrepresented  Scotch  counties,  where 
there  was  neither  bribery  nor  corruption. 
He  would  therefore  more  as  en  amend- 
asent,  **  lliat  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
Ame  this  day  three  months." 

Mr.  Horn  supported  the  second  reading, 
i^aoe  all  the  proper  amendments  might  be 
usade  m  the  committee. 

Mr.  fFyim  would  consent  to  the  second 
leading,  only  in  order  to  see  what  the 
Mopoaition  cf  the  hon.  mover  was.  But 
ne  wiriied  to  guard  himself  against  giving 
smy  opinioii  as  to  the  place  to  which  the 
ftaiiichise  should  be  transferred. 

Mr.  Ferguton  was  desirous  to  guard 
himself  against  giving  any  opinion  now 
as  to  what  might  be  his  ultimate  oonclu* 
lion,  ei&er  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  dis- 
fkaadiiaenient  of  the  borough,  or  the 
{dace  to  which  the  franchise  should  be 
transferred. 

Mr.  Bailees  saw  no  use  in  allowing  this 
bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  just  now, 
when  it  was  well  known  that  it  could  not 
slit  another  stage  this  session. 
'  Sir  C'  Wetkereil  concurred  in  that 
opinion.  In  such  cases  as  the  present, 
the  bill  ought  to  be  read  only  a  first  time. 
it  waa  improper  to  raise  expectations  in 
the>  inhabitants '  of  Btrmin||nam,  which 
ncbtte  dtimatriy  di«^  Thwe 

had  been  no  discussion  as  yet,  as  to  the 
place  to  which  the  franchise  should  be 
tnmsferred,  and  he  therefore  did  not  think 
it  pnwer  that  the  bill  should  be  read  a 
•wood  time  with  Bimittgham  inserted  in  it 
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Mr.  tenrnfMUi  in  reply,  observed^  that 
he  had  introduced  the  bill  transferring 
the  franchise  to  Birmingham  with  the 
deliberate  sanction  of  the  House.  Man- 
chester And  Bitmingham  offered  themselves 
as  the  most  desirable  cases  for  representa- 
tion ;  and  Manchester  having  been  appro-> 
priated  by  a  noble  lord  (J.  Russell),  he  had 
adopted  Birmingham ;  and  having  done 
so  he  could  not  and  would  not  abandon  it. 
The  intelligence  had  been  received  at 
Birmingham  with  gratitude  and  satisfac- 
tion, and  had  created  a  great  sensation 
there  [hear,  hear,  from  sir  C.  Wetherell]. 
His  learned  friend  cheered,  but  he  begged 
to  inform  him,  that  the  satisfaction  and 
excitement  he  alluded  to  was  amongst  all 
the  leading  inhabitants  of  the  place,  as 
would  appear  from  the  copy  of  a  requisa* 
tion  in  his  hand,  signed  by  almost  all  tho 
intellisent  and  w^thy  merchants  and 
manufacturers,  by  five  bankers,  «nd  gene- 
ndly  by  gentlemen  of  importance  at  Bir« 
mingham.  The  requisition  was  for  m 
pubhc  meeting,  from  which,  no  doubt,  « 
petition  would  emanate,  and  be  presented 
to  the  House  before  the  prorogation* 
After  this  he  should  think  he  acted  most 
unfhirly  if  he  consented  to  the  substitu- 
tion of  any  other  place  [hear,  hear] ;  and 
if  the  tnmsfer  were  to  be  made  to  a  town, 
he  saw  no  ground  for  change,  for  no  place 
required  distinct  representation  more  than 
Birmingham.  He  wishied  for  the  second 
reading  chiefly  as  a  pledge  firom  the  House, 
that  it  would  proceed  with  regard  to  East 
Retford  in  the  next  sessk>n;  when  ho 
should  move  to  re-introduce  the  bill.  For 
the  present  session  it  would  necessarily 
drop.  As  to  the  nature  of  the  franchise 
to  be  established  at  Birmingham,  it. un- 
doubtedly required  great  deliberation. 
He  had  applied  hhrndf  diligently  to  the 
subject,  but  it  was  one  for  future  con- 
sideration. His  olgect  was,  to  establish  a 
franchise  which  would  furnish  a  constitu- 
ent body  limited  in  point  of  numbem 
within  convenient  bounds;  but  one  also 
which,  comprising  a  portion  from  all 
classes,  would  bestow  upon  the  mass  of 
the  inhabitants  the  satismction  of  feeling 
that  they  were  represented,  while  at  the 
same  time  due  weight  would  be  giveif  to 
the  commercial  interests  and  property  of 
the  town.  In  the  bill  he  had  endeavoured 
to  indicate  a  franchise  with  these  quafities  s 
and  if  it  had  teen  committed  pro  fifma^ 
he  should,  by  filling  up  the  blanks,  have 
pcoposed  a  right  to  the  inhabitant " 
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hoNefi  who'had'beea  iw^aiit  for  itoee 
years,  rated  fixt  that  period,  and  vAio  had 
paid  their  rates. 

The  Hoaae  divided:  For  the-  second 
reading  of  the  bUl  36 ;  Agamst  it  1 7 ; 
Majority  18.  The  bill  waslhea  ordered 
to  be  committed  on  lhf(t  day  fortni^hL 
trith  the  object  of  postponing  the  subject 
ItU  the  next  session. 

AlBUSS     OF     CORPOHATB     FtJlf  D8     TO 

El^Ctiok  PiTEFOBES.]  Mr.  Mabmiy 
lose,  to  withdraw  the  notice'  of  hiS' inten- 
tion to  moTe  a  Resolution  cOneoming  the 
applicstiotiof  C^Hrpoiate  Funds  to  Eleetion 
Purposes.  His  attention,  ht  said,  had 
been  drawn  to  this  subject,  in  eonseqaence 
of  the  dkium  which,  he  had  been  informed, 
had  been  pronoaneed,  in  another  pbed,  by 
a  tery  learned  peiBOnfl^;  who  had  broadly 
declared,  that  corporate  iinds  were,  in 
eirery  respect,  prirate  property,  and  might 
be  legally  usea  by  the  eotporation  fbr  all 
purposes  to  ^Aidk  individuals  might  apply 
tfieir  property.  It  Was  evident  if  this  dictum 
Were  correct,  that  the  members  of  any  cop- 
poration  mij^t  meet  and  divide  the  corpo- 
sate  fands  among  themsdvea'  fbr  theiir 
own  private  beneft.  He  had  allva'^s  un- 
derstood that  eorporate  funds*  were  aeld  in 
trust  fbr  eorporate  purpose  and  oottld  not 
legally  be  apj^ied  to  any  odier  object. 
The  corporation  acted  as  a  uostoe  t  and  m 
that  capacity  abne.  Would  that  House 
sufier  corporations  to  apply  Chcor  funds  to 
electi<m  purposes,  and  in  so  doing  over-^ 
tuin  all  dieir  rights  and  privikges  ?  He 
had  intended  to  move  a  rMolutton  to  pre* 
Tent  this  abuse;  but  considering  the  state 
of  the  House,  he  should  waive  his  inten<> 
tion.  He  trusted  liiat  tfiis  notice  would 
have  the  eflfect  of  guarding  against  these 
malversations.  He  could  assure  dny  cor-* 
poration,  that  if  they  inteifeied  wiUi  any 
election  by  misapplying  the  fuads  they 
held  for  corporate  purpose,  they  might 
he  caUed  to  the  bar  of  thie  House,  and 
visited  with  the  |ust  measure  of  its  indigo 
nation.  His  observations  were  not  di« 
^ected  to  any  corporation  in  particular; 
¥nt  h^  Mt  caUed  upon  to  notice  a  hand* 
bill  which  had  been  circulated  by  the  eor« 
polatkm  of  Northampton,  in  wnich  seme 
'grave  misrepresentations  appeared  respect* 
ing  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  a  bill 
which  had  passed  tins  House,  and  had 
been  rejected  by  the  other  Hoose^  on  this 
subject.  Some  unjust  and  groutidlesB  le* 
laafhs  had  been  tnade  upoti  the  conduct  of 
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his  hunt  rslative  (eoleari  Haberh)in  ikm 
hand-bill ;  and  he  aj^pealed  to  the  meal* 
bers  of  the  committee^  whether  they  were 
not  direetly  opposite  to  the  tmth.  He 
recommended  that  corpomtion  to  UHnd 
what  they  were  about,  ror  he  had  undea 
stood  that  their  charter  wan  not  quite 
secure,  and  that  it  would  be  oeeessa^  le 
come  to  parliaraent  for  its  cen&matioik 
The  fqnds»  were  restricted  by  the  terms  of 
their  charter  to  objeeta  of  ^'cbmmen 
utility,"  and  he  coidd  not  see  how  that 
phrase  eoald  justify  their  applioadon  le 
the  returning  of  membem  to  parliament 
He  should  not  press  the  resolution,  but  he 
hoped  some  steps  would  hessafker  be  taken 
to  me6t  the  eviL 


HOUSE  OFLOUDS. 
Monday  f  June  25. 

Waabbousbd  Comw  Bill.]  Losd 
OodBriek^  in  rising  to  move  the  seoend 
leading  of  thaa  bill,  said  it  wa^net  neees- 
sary  for  him  to  trod)le  their  lordshqpe  at 
any  length,  by  gerag  into  obeervatioas  oft 
the  gsneral  sul]^ct  of  the  Com4KifBt  n 
subject  so  often  discussed^  and  upon  wUoh 
theview&of  their  lonUups  vraie  so  weli 
known*  He  wished^  JMmver,  to  o Ar  n 
few  remarks  explanatoiy  of  the  ground 
On  whidt  bin  mafestv's  ministers  h«l  pro- 
etieded ;  first,  as  to  tte  bill  which  had  not 
been  read  a  third  time;  aftd^  secondly^  ae 
to  this  measure,  whieh  had  recently  oeme 
up  from  the  other  House.  With  respect  to 
the  former  bill,  if  he  considered  that  Ae 
alteiaition  whieh  their  lordships  had  made 
in  it  was  of  small  importanoe— if  he  con- 
sidered it  an  alteration  with  regard  to 
which  any  reasonable  deubt  could  be  en-* 
tertained  of  its  a£Ebcting  the  whole  meaaue, 
he  should  have  been  most  unwfllingto  ab* 
stain  from  letting  it  pass  into  a  lasr ;  but* 
haying  stated  wlmt  appeared  to  him  to  be 
convincing  grounds  against  the  propriety 
of  adopting  the  dauae  hitrodttced  by  km 
noble  friend,  he  did  not  feel  itpessiUe 
foi^  him  fo  call  upon  the  other  House  to 
say  whether  or  not  they  would  acquicaou 
in  it ;  and  he  conceived  that  the  coume 
he  had  taken  was  the  least  likely  to  pro- 
duce any  inconvenient  or  unpleasaiil  eol« 
lision.  On  llie  fuUesI  luBeetion^  he  felt 
persuaded  diat  he  had  not  tdcei^  any  ftbtat 
course  than  that  whkh  was  most  consistent 
with  his  own  duty,  and  most  conducive  to 
the  public  benefit.  In  the  mean  time,  hm 
abo  fidt  that  it  was  impossible  to  leave  tb* 


4iidbjeet  wMottft  kgisfaitkm ;  and  there  weve 
4oly  two  modes  ou  whicb  ministeis  could 
.proceed.  The  firH  mode  was  to  accede 
^aareeonmendation  which  came  from  a 
MUb  eaxi  oppoeite  (Mahneebaiy),  and 
tiAieb  was  enibcced  by  a  ooble  baron  on 
Jhe  tame  side.  It  was  b^ .  that  recom- 
iBciidatioa  proposed  ta  substAtatean  amend- 
jnentof  theexMCiDg^law^  rsCainiagt  how- 
evoTy  the  pnaciple»  and  merdy  doiiig  away 
iha  chune  which  prevented  importation 
mstil  the  price  rose  lo  60i.  Now,  as  he 
jMver  cocud  lanotion  the  principle  of  that 
,law«  it  was  qvile  impossilHe  for  him  to  ac- 
.^faiesce  ia  any  propoaitioii  that  recognized 
4L.  He  briie?ed  it  to  be  a  principle  which, 
irom  its  very  nature  and  essence,  was  cal^ 
colated  to  produce  much  mischief,  and  he 
.eonid  not  nelp  thiidLing  that  that  was  the 
opinion  of  the  country  at  large.  As,  then, 
ile  could  not  accede  to  the  recominenda- 
.4ioil  of  the  noUe  eurl,  no  other  oooise 
Vwai  open  lo  him  than  to  see  whether  k 
srouU  not  be  possible  and  advisable  to 
<otsifine  legidation  to  that  particular  por- 
jlion  of  fomigtt.  oofa  now  in  this  country, 
independent  of  any  considerable  influx  at 
oijf  ftitan  period.  That  alone  was  the 
islbyect  of  the  pseaent  bill;  and  he  was 
j|«ile  ease  that  ofen  those  noble  lords  who 
•wnra  opposed  to  any  change  in  the  Com- 
.fanrs  would  not  consider  it  inoonsistmit 
^mth.thttr  Tiewn  to  sanction  this  measoie. 
jOno  of  the  great  evils  of  the  existing  law 
'waa^  its  tendency  to  ladmit  foreign  com 
at  a  time  when,  of  all  othera,  its  admis- 
sion might  be  most  injurious  to  the  landed 
interest.  At  present  there  was  a  pros- 
Mct  of  as  fine  a  harvest  as  ever  was 
known;  therefore,  no  scarcity  could  rea- 
sonably be  apprehended ;  but,  last  year, 
Aha  crop  of  barley  ihiled,  though  the  price 
iievar  rose  high  enough  to  admit  of  a  sup- 
jdy  from  abroad.  The  supply  at  home, 
Aowaver,  was  quito  inadequate  to  the  de- 
mand,, as  was  every  where  evinced  by  the 
stale  of  the  markets,  the  price  being  40f. 
or  upwards.  Now,  if  an  alteration  of  the 
law  of  1822  were  substituted  in  the  man- 
ner proposed,  foreign  barley  would  be  ad- 
mitted on  the  15th  of  August,  provided 
the  average  price  for  the  six  weeks  prc'- 
oedtog  was  d6s.  But  as  the  average  fmoe 
sraa  now  40f.,  .and  as  the  ports  might  be 
opened  at  35«.  with  the  limitation  stated, 
4hey  might,  tf  there  was  a  good  barveat, 
have,  under  these  circumstances,  to  con- 
lend,  not  only  vrith  the  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  quarters  of  fiweign  barley  now 
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waidiottsed  hcire,  but  also  with  an  mflux 
ftom  every  part  of  the  continent  for  the 
next  three  months.  The  effect  of  th» 
bill  would  be,  to  provide  a  remedy  for  that 
evil,  and  therebv  to  regulate  the  market 
He  might  say,  that  the  view  he  now  took 
of  the  subject  was  not  akemd  by.  the  law 
of  1825.  The  present  measure  upas  for  a 
fixed  period,  and  theic  lordships  might,  on 
a  future  occasion,  legislate  upon  what 
might  be  a  permanent  system  of  Com- 
laws.  His  majesty's  government  collected 
the  best  information  they  could  obtain  on 
the  subfCct,  and  framed  such  a  planes 
they  though  would  satisfy  even  the  moat 
timid  and  scrupulous  agriculturist.  That 
bill,  however,  had  failed ;  and  the  present 
one  was  introduced  as  a  tennporary  substi- 
tute. He  had  been  rebuked,  on  a  former 
occasion,  for  presuming  to  express  his  sin* 
cere  and  anxious  hope,  that  no  feeling  of 
party  found  its  way  into  the  discnision* 
He  sincerely  amuied  their  lordships  that 
neither  he  nor  his  colleagues  entertamed 
any  feeling  of  that  sort.  They  mikniff>^ttd 
no  ill  humour  whatever  at  ^  loas  of  the 
measure;  and  if  all  parties  were  to  sepa^ 
rate  now  with  something  like  good  humour, 
they  would  do  that  which  would  be  credit- 
able to  themselves  and  advantageous  to  the 
country..  He  would  now  move,  that  the 
bill  be  rsad  a  second  time. 

The  Earl  of  MakmeOmry  said,  that  his 
noble  friend  nusunderstood  his  recom- 
sraidation  as  to  the  bill  of  1815.  What 
he  had  proposed  was,  to  withdraw  the  ra- 
ftrictive  clause,  so  as  to  allow  the  bill  of 
1822  to  come  into  operation;  for  it  had 
never  yet  been  in  operation^  He  had  re- 
commended it,  supposing  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  government  not  to  bring  l(vward 
any  other  measure  this  year;  and  he  sup* 
posed  it  would  be  better  under  the  bill  of 
1822,  without  the  clause,  than  as  we  were 
at  present.  What  his  aioble  friend  said, 
as  to  bariey  being  imported  in  August, 
might  be  correct ;  but  vriiy  not  briner 
in  a  bill  to  apply  only  to  barley;  and 
why  bring  in  a  bill  which  applied  lo 
wheat?  Hisnoble  friend  had  good  ground 
for  his  measure  as  to  barley ;  but  he  had 
no  ground  whatever  far  his  bill  as  it  ^h- 
plied  to  wheat.  It  appeared,  that  there 
were  upwards  of  six  hundred  thousand 
quarters  of  wheat  in  bond,  and  there  waa 
also  a  quantity  of  flour. 

Viscount  Qoderich. — Seventy  six  thou-* 
sand  hundred  weight  of  flour. 
.  The  Eari  of  Maimedmry^    Thifjl 
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eqod  to  20fi00  quarters  of  wheat  in  addi* 
tion ;  and  there  was,  besides,  all  the  Ga^ 
aadian  com.  '  If  his  noble  friend's  obser- 
Tatioos  were  correct,  he  might  be  justified 
ia  ktUag  in  barley,  bnt  not  in  letting  in 
wheat;''ir^vrheat  had  lately  been,  on  an 
arerage,  68^.  4d.  per  quarter,  there  was 
no  probability  of  the  averages  rising  by 
the  I5th  of  August,  or  the  15th  of  No- 
▼ember  up  to  80s.  His  noble  friend  had 
stated  one  reason  which  made  it  impera- 
tive on  him  to  object  to  the  proposed  mea- 
sure. He  had  stated,  that  he  could  not 
accede  to  the  late  amendment,  because  it 
was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  that  bill, 
and  he  offeied  this  bill  to  their  lordships 
as  canrying  that  bill  into  effect.  On  this 
ground  he  could  not  accede  to  the  mea- 
sure. If  he  acceded  to  it,  he  should  com- 
piomise  hia  opinions.  He  considered  this 
Iftill  as  the  connecting  link  between  the 
lost  measure  of  his  noble  friend  and  the 
measure  that  would  be  brought  forward 
next  year.  On  this  ground,  he  would  re- 
ject the  biH.  He  would  avgue  theques- 
tioa  aaother  way,  and  say,  that  no  ground 
had  been  laid  ror  tiiis  temporary  measure. 
His  noUe  friend,  in  introducing  it,  had 
not  said  one  word  in  explanation  of  the 
necessity  lor  the  measure.  For  the  last 
two  vears  they  had  passed  bills  to  let  in 
the  mreiffn  com  that  was  in  bond ;  and 
their  lordships  would  recollect  what  quan- 
tities had  been  thus  inUoduced.  Their 
lordshipa  would  also  remember,  that  when 
the  ean  of  Liverpool  brought  forward  his 
measures  for  lettmg  out  the  bonded  com, 
he  began  by  taking  out  ^ye  hundred  thou- 
sand quarters.  He  at  first  proposed  a 
duty  of  12s.  the  quarter;  and  then  he  had 
admitted  it  on  such  a  duty  as  the  govern- 
ment had  thought  fit  to  affix.  He  should 
deviate  from  the  course  which  he  had  hi- 
therto followed  on  the  subject,  if  he  were 
to  agree  to  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion. Were  their  lordships  aware  of  the 
quantity  of  foreign  bonaed  com  which 
had  been  let  out  at  former  periods, 
and  the  inferiority  of  that  quantity  to  the 
quantity,  the  entrance  of  which  mto  the 
ooQfitry  the  psesent  bill  would  sanction  ? 
Were  they  a£io  awaie  of  the  difference  in 
dift9fv«rage  pmce  of  wheat  at  former  pe- 
riods and  at  the  present  ?  In  1836,  the 
average  price  of  wheat  was  69r. ;  now 
the  average  price  was  58s.  The  quantity 
of  .foreign  com  which  had  been  let  out  in 
1826  was  four  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand quEttis.    The  quantity  kt  out  last 
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year  was  two  hundred  and  ninety  thou- 
sand quarters.  It  would  be  utterly  impos- 
sible to  say  what  might  be  the  effect  of 
letting  out  so  large  a  quantity  as  seven 
hundred  thousand  quarters ;  which  would 
be  one  hundred  thousand  quarters  morfe 
than  had  ever  before  been  admitted. 
With  respect  to  the  letting  in  of  Canadian 
com,  it  had  been  said,  that  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  it  would  be^'verr 
hard  on  our  North  American  colonies  if 
they  were  not  alltfwed  to  send  their  com 
to  this  country  under  the  terms  now  pro- 
posed. It  must  be  notorious,  however, 
that  the  act  which  was  passed  on  the  sul^- 
ject  two  years  ago,  would  exph«  in  the 
present  session;  and  therefore  he  could 
not  see  any  haidship  in  the  case ;  as  the 
admission  would  be  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
and  not  of  right.  A  similar  argument 
was  applicable  to  the  owners  of  the  bond- 
ed com.  It  was  said,  that  many  of  them 
had  rested  their  capitals  on  the  faith  of 
the  bill  which  had  been  introduced  by 
government,  but  which  had  failed.  He 
should  certainly  be  sorry  if  they  sufibred 
loss;  but  that  was  no  argument  for  the 
measure ;  because  they  ou^t  to  know  the 
constitution  of  this  country  better,  than 
not  to  be  aware  that  government  could  not 
do  any  thine  upon  the  subject  without  the 
consent  of  me  legislature ;  and  thereAwe, 
they  ou|fat  not  to  have  run  any  risk.  '  In 
his  opinion,  instead  of  any  bill  of  this  na^ 
ture,  it  would  have  been  inftuitdy  better 
if  ^verament  had  taken  upon  themsdves 
to  issue  whatever  order  in  council  respect" 
itkf  Qom  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
might  seem  to  require.  It  could  not  be 
supposed  that  they  would  think  such  a 
course  objectionable ;  because  il  was  the 
course  which  they  had  taken  nine  months 
ago,  and  afterwards  received  indemnity  for 
the  proceeding.  Certainly  he  was  not  one 
of  tnose  who  would  deny  them  indeomity 
for  a  similar  act,  if  they  could  make  out 
as  good  a  case  with  respect  to  wheat  this 
year,  as  they  had  made  out  with  respect 
to  oats  last. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  he  could 
not  agree  with  his  noble  friend  that  it 
would  be  right  to  throw  upon  the  govern- 
ment the  responsibility  of  admittmg  fo- 
reign com  for  consumption.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  fully  agreed  with  ministen,  that 
it  was  expedient  that  some  measure  of  the 
kind  now  proposed  should  be  agreed  to 
after  the  disappointment  which  had  beea 
experienced  relative  to  the  other 
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■ure  whicli  had  not  been  carried.  He 
was  therefore  disposed  to  give  the  present 
bill  his  support ;  more  particolarly  as  he 
considered  it  to  be  the  same  in  principle 
with  that  measure,  with  the  additional  ad- 
Tantage  of  ascertaining*  by  experimenti 
what  would  have  been  the  effect  of  that 
measure  if  carried ;  at  thesame  time  that  it 
was  limited  as  to  quantity,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  injurious  effect.  Under  all  tne  cir- 
cumstancesy  therefore,  he  thought  the  pre- 
sent measi^re  advisabley  and  strongly  re- 
commended it  to  the  House.  At  the  same 
time  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  re- 
gret that  it  was  not  accompanied  by  the 
other  measure,  which  had  been  before  their 
lordships.  Upon  that  subject  he  would 
say,  that  he  never  considered  that  what 
he  did  in  any  way  militated  asainst  the 
principle  of  that  bdl,  and  would  contend, 
that  that  principle  might  be  carried  into 
effect,  even  if  tne  system  of  warehousing 
were  not  touched  at  all.  His  majesty's  go- 
vernment, however,  thought  that  a  mtem 
of  prohibition  was  inconsutent  with  that 
principle ;  aJdiough  he  b^ged  the  House 
U>  consider  what  was  the  difference,  or 
nf  hether  the  effect  of  a  duty  was  not  simi- 
l|ur  to  what  they  contended  a^inst*  If 
^at  were  so,  then,  in  ftict,  prohibition  had 
existed  during  the  whole  period,  up^  to 
which  com  was  allowed  for  consumption. 
It  had  existed  in  1773,  and  from  1791  to 
1815,  when  what  was  done,  was  by  the 
imposition  of  a  duty ;  and  the  same  might 
be  again  done  in  such  a  manner  as  lo  af- 
ford satisfaction  to  the  eountrv.  Under 
these  cireumstances,  then,  he  should  con- 
sider the  noble  lords  themselves  responsi- 
Ue  for  the  loss  of  the  bill ;  which  it  had 
been  said  was  lost  by  his  amendment. 
He  had  been  accused  not  only  of  propos- 
ing a  measure,  which  was  inconsistent  with 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  of  doing  so 
from  private  and  party  motives.  But  he 
must  say,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  man 
who  had  proposed  a  measure  individuaiW, 
and  without  any  knowledge  whether  be 
would  be  supported  in  it  or  not,  he  was 
the  person.  He  would  repeat,  that  he 
proposed  that  measure  to  the  House,  not 
only  believing  that  it  would  have  the  sup- 
port, but  that  it  actually  was  the  suggei- 
tioa  of  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Crown. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  did  not 
labour,  in  that  instance,  under  a  mistake; 
hut  if  he  did,  he  could-  assure  their  lord- 
ships that  he  viae  so  mistaken  with  a  great 
many  others,  who  had  both  before  and 
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since  the  amendment,  read  over  Ae  lettere 
of  the  President  of  die  Board  of  Trade, 
and  who  still  attached  to  them  tiie  same* 
meaning  which  he  did  when  he  proposed 
the  amendment.  He  shooU  observe,  too, 
that  if  that  measure  were  inconsistent 
with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  was  not 
more  so  mm  others  which  had  been  ad- 
mitted into  it.  He  tfaooaht  it  right  also* 
to  say,  that  during  the  discassiim  upon 
the  subject,  he  had  endeavoured  to  im- 
press opcm  the  government  the  necessitj 
of  taking  it  out  of  his  hands,  and  of  car* 
ryingit  themselves.  That  he  had  done- 
not  only  by  the  correspondence,  part  of 
which  he  had  before  reaa  to  their  lonlships,' 
but  by  other  commnnications,  not  only 
with  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Tkade, 
but  vrith  his  noble  friend  the  Seeretairy  of 
State  then  present. — ^Hisgiaoa  then  read 
the  following  fettecs  :-^ 

''XoiuiQii,JtMs4, 1827. 

'^My  dear  Hudcisson :— As  you  say- 
that  I  misunderstood  the  meaning  of  your 
letter  of  the  24th,  I  asust  have  done  so. 
But  I  eertamly  never  entertained  a  sus- 
picion that  I  had  misunderslood  yoa;  and 
even  now,  after  referring  to  my  letter  of 
the  24th  to  you,  and  examining  your  letter' 
to  me,  I  cannot  but  think  that  I  sboold 
have  sought  out  for  a  diffienky,  if  I  had 
affixed  to  vour  letter  the  meaning  whioh 
you  state  that  you  intended  to  convey. 

''  I  stated  to  you  an  evil,  permanent  in 
its  nature,  resulting  from  the  operation  of 
the  warehouse  system  on  that  of  the  pro- 
posed Corn-law;  and  I  ptoposed  a  per* 
manent  remedy.  In  answer,  you  stated 
very  eood  reasons  against  what  I  had  pro* 
poeed,  and  you  tdl  me^  that,  *  had  my 
proposal  been,  that  no  com  bonded  after 
the  passing  of  the  present  bill  dionid  be 
allowed  to  be  entered  for  home  oonsun^ 
tion  tilt  the  average  price  had  reached 
66f .,  and  that  thmerorward  all  com  so 
bonded,  or  thereafter  imported,  dmald 
come  under  the  regulations  of  the  bill, 
individually  you  woud  not  object  to  sadi 
a  proviso:*  and  you  add,  *  It  (thispioviso) 
would  insure,  that  no  quantity  beyDod 
that  now  in  bond  should  be  thrown  upon 
the  maflcet,  unless,  in  spite  of  that  quan« 
tity,  the  price  reached  a  level  which  might' 
be  fairly  taken  as  an  indication  of  our 
bemg  in  want  of  a  further  supply  from 
abroad.* 

<<  It  thus  appears,  then,  that  having 
sUted  to  you  a  permanent  evil,  dm  exist* 
ence  of  which  is  Mi  deniedi  I  was  to  oon« 
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jnaoiiestly.  unjust  that  the  price  in  the 
Irish  markets  should  regulate  the  amount 
of  duties  in  this  country. 

The  Marquis  of  Salisbury  considered  the 
important  point  in  this  question  was,  to 
adopt  that  mode  which  would  give  the 
averages  most  correctly.  He  supported 
the  amendment^  and  said  that  this  was  the 
proper  time  to  make  the  experiment. 

The  question  was  then  put,  '^  that  the 
words  England  and  Wales  do  stand 
part  of  the  clause."  Upon  which  the 
House  divided: — Content  44;  Not-con- 
tent 44.  The  chairman  (the  earl  of 
Shaftesbury)  gave  his  casting  vote  against 
the  question ;  Which  was  therefore  negatived. 
The  amendment  was  then  put,  that  the 
words,  '^  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  in- 
serted." Upon  wliich  another  division 
took  place :  Content  37  ;  Not-content  43 ; 
Majority  against  the  amendment  6. 

The  effect  of  these  two  divisions  is, 
therefore,  .to  exclude  every  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  from  the  clause. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  June  22. 

East  Retford  Disfranchisemekt 
Bill.]  Mr.  Tennysotiy  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill,  said,  that  he 
had  postponed  it  to  that  late  period  to 
allow  time  for  the  burgesses  of  East  Retford 
to  petition  to  be  heard  by  counsel ;  but  no 
such  petition  had  appear^.  There  was  a 
petition  from  the  aldermen,  containing  a 
i^rt  of  protest,  but  not  denying  their  par- 
ticipan<^  in  the  corruption,  or  praying  to 
be  heard.  He  did  not  propose  to  proceed 
further  then,  but  wished  for  the  second 
reading,  as  an  assurance  that  the  House 
would  support  him  in  the  next  session,  and 
would  not,  in  the  mean  time  issue  the 
writ  to  ReUbrd.  He  should  think  it  his 
duty  to  prepare  himself  with' the  local  de- 
tails connected  with  Birmingham,  that 
would  enable  him  to  submit  to  the  House, 
when  parliament  re-assembled,  a  bill  with 
such  provisions  as  would  secure  to  that 
town  the  benefits  of  representation  with- 
out the  evils  too  frequently  attendant  upon 
it.  He  should  provide  for  a  summary 
mode  of  taking  the  poll;  for  a  registration 
of  votes  to  prevent  disputes,  and  other 
matters,  so  as  to  preclude,  if  possible,  the 
tumult,  demoralization,  delay,  and  expense 
which  might  otherwise  convert  what  he  J  bill  should  be  read  even  a  second  time. 


intended  for  a  highly  beneficial  privilege, 
into  an  infliction  and  a  curea.    All  be 


now  asked  was,  the  second  reading  of  Ae 
bill  with  the  view  he  had  stated ;  and  i^ 
when  the  suUect  was  resumed,  the  bur*- 
gesses  of  Retford  wished  to  be  heard,  there 
would  be  ample  time  afforded. 

Mr.  G.  Bankes  opposed  the  further  pro»> 
gress  df  the  measure,  on  the  ground 'that 
the  case  of  corruption  and  bribery  had  not 
been  sufficiently  established.  He  objected, 
also,  to  the  further  suspension  of  the  writ 
until  the  next  session. 

Mr.  C.  Dundas  adverted  to  a  petitioa 
from  the  electors,  in  which  they  prayed  to 
be  heard  by  counsel,  and  asserted  their  in^ 
nocence. 

Lord  Ebrington  said,  that  no  reasonable 
doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  cor- 
ruption of- the  borough,  and  that  a  suffi«> 
cient  case  had  been  made  out  for  its  dis- 
franchisement '  •        •  • 

Lord  Lowther  recommended,  that 'the 
whole  subject  should  be  deferred  until 
next  session. 

Mr.  Wynn  was  of  opinion,  that  a  prma 
facie  uncontradicted  case  had  been  made 
out  for  reading  the  bill  a  second  timec 
It  had  been  brought  in  by  order  of  the 
committee ;  and  all  that  was  intended  this 
session  was  to  fill  up  the  blanks,  k  was 
highly  proper  that  the  question  regarding 
the  issue  of  the  writ  should  also  be  post' 
poned'.  If  the  writ  were  issued,  it  woiifd, 
m  fact,  be  deciding  the  question.  Whether 
it  should  be  given  to  Birmingham  or 
thrown  into  the  hundred,  in  case  of  the 
disfranchisement  of  East  Retford,  was 
another  point. 

•  Sir  C.  Wetherell  complained  that  the 
bill  had  been  printed  with  the  town  of 
Birmingham  substituted  fo^£ast  Retford. 
It  might  hence  be  concluded  out  of  doors, 
that  the  House  had  decided  that  point 
before  it  had  even  determined  to  dis<> 
franchise  East  Retford. 

Mr.  Fergusson  agreed  with  the  general 
object  of  the  bill,  but  contended  that  the 
evidence  already  adduced  ¥rasnot  suffi- 
cient.  If  the  case  opened  were  establish^ 
cd,  it  was  more  gross  than  that  of  Penryn. 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  thought  the  case  of 
general  corruption  quite  sufficient,  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  coni- 
fer the  elective  franchise  on  some  place,* 
where  it  would  be  exercised  with  more 
fidelity. 

Sir  C.  Forbes  saw  no  reason  why  the 

if 


it  was  intended  afterwards  to  postpone  it 
untU  next  session.    If  they  wanted  to  pal 
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M  end  to  oomiption,  they  ought  to  put 
the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  begin 
with  the  corruptori.  They  should  begin 
with  refotm  among  tfienuelves.  They 
imehty  #hen  they  came  to  the  hustings, 
and  to  the  table  of  that  House,  to  take  an 
oath  asaitist  bribery  and  corruption ;  and 
^len  they  would  see  what  sort  of  a  House 
Ihey  would  have.  He  had  ever  set  his 
Ihce  against  cant,  hypocrisy,  and  humbug, 
and  he  would  still  continue  to  do  so.  He 
further  oUected  to  translerrmg  the  firan^ 
vhise  to  Birmingham,  as  manufacturing 
tewns  were  the  very  hot4ieds  of  corruption. 

Mr.  J.  Stuart  said,  that  if  the 
MH  were  read  a  second  time,  it  would 
appear  as  if  the  House  had  pledged  itself 
to  transfer  the  franchise  to  Birmingham. 
Now,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  even  if 
East  Retford  were  to  be  disfranchised, 
diat  the  franchise  should  be  transferred  to 
Bimingham.  He  midit  think  that  it 
wMld  be  better  to  transfer  it  to  one  of  the 
anrapresented  Scotch  counties,  where 
Ukere  was  neither  bribery  nor  corruption. 
He  would  therefore  move  as  an  amend- 
flient,  "That  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  three  months." 

Mr.  Eau  supported  the  second  reading, 
i&Boe  all  the  proper  amendments  mig^t  be 
vade  in  the  committee. 
'  Mr.  Wytm  would  consent  to  the  second 
reading,  only  in  order  to  see  what  the 
proposition  <i  the  hon.  mover  was.  But 
De  wished  to  guard  himself  against  giving 
any  opinion  as  to  the  place  to  which  the 
fkaiichiw  should  be  transferred. 

Mr.  Fer^uMom  was  desirous  to  guard 
himself  agmnst  giving  any  opinion  now 
as  to  what  might  be  his  ultimate  oondu* 
sion,  either  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  dis- 
fkandiisement  of  the  borough,  or  the 
place  to  which  the  franchise  should  be 
transferred. 

Mr.  BoaiUs  saw  no  use  in  allowing  this 
bill  to  be  read  a  second  time  just  now, 
when  it  was  well  known  that  it  ccnild  not 
^&k  another  stage  this  session. 
'  Sir  C'  WHhereU  concurred  in  that 
opinion.  In  such  cases  as  the  present, 
the  bill  ought  to  be  read  only  a  first  time* 
It  WIS  improper  to  raise  expectations  in 
the'  hihabttants  *  of  Birminmam,  which 
might  be  ultimately  disappomted.  There 
had  been  no  discussion  as  yet,  as  to  the 
place  to  which  the  franchise  should  be 
Haasferred,  and  he  therefore  did  not  think 
it  proper  that  the  bill  should  be  read  a 
amnd  time  with  Birmingham  inserted  in  it. 
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Btr.  temtysmi  in  reply,  observed^  that 
he  had  introduced  the  bill  transferring 
the  franchise  to  Birmingham  with  the 
deliberate  sanction  of  the  House.  Man- 
chester And  Birmingham  offered  themselves 
as  the  most  desirable  cases  for  representa* 
tion ;  and  Manchester  having  been  appro-" 
priated  by  a  noble  lord  (J.  Russell),  he  had 
adopted  Birmingham ;  and  having  done 
so  he  could  not  and  would  not  abandon  it. 
The  intelligence  had  been  received  at 
Birmingham  with  gratitude  and  satisfac- 
tion, and  had  created  a  great  sensation 
theie  [hear,  hear,  from  sir  C.  Wetherell]. 
His  learned  friend  cheered,  but  he  begged 
to  inform  him,  that  the  satisfactkm  and 
excitement  he  alluded  to  was  amongst  all 
the  leading  inhabitants  of  the  place,  as 
would  appear  from  the  copy  of  a  requisi- 
tion in  his  hand,  signed  by  almost  all  the 
intelligent  and  w^thy  merehants  and 
manuftusturers,  by  five  bankers,  and  gene- 
rally by  gentlemen  of  importance  at  Bir- 
mingham. The  requisition  was  for  a 
public  meeting,  fitom  which,  no  doubt,  a 
petition  would  emanate,  and  be  presented 
to  the  House  before  the  prorogation. 
Afier  this  he  diould  thmk  he  actoo  most 
unfhirly  if  he  consented  to  the  substitu- 
tion of  any  other  place  [hear,  hear] ;  and 
if  the  tranner  wero  to  be  made  to  a  town, 
he  saw  no  ground  for  change,  for  no  place 
required  distinct  representation  mora  than 
Birmingham.  He  wishied  for  the  second 
reading  chiefly  as  a  pled^  from  the  House, 
that  it  would  proceed  with  regard  to  East 
Retford  in  the  next  session;  when  he 
should  move  to  re-introduce  the  bill.  For 
the  present  session  it  would  necessarily 
drop.  As  to  the  nature  of.  the  franchise 
to  be  established  at  Birmingham,  it. un- 
doubtedly required  great  deliberation. 
He  had  appUed  himidf  diligently  to  the 
subject,  but  it  was  one  for  future  con- 
sideration. His  object  was,  to  establish  a 
franchise  which  would  furnish  a  constitu- 
ent body  limited  in  point  of  numbem 
within  convenient  bounds;  but  one  also 
which,  comprising  a  portion  from  all 
classes,  would  bc»tow  upon  the  mass  of 
the  inhabitants  the  satistaction  of  feeling 
that  they  were  represented,  while  at  the 
same  time  due  weight  would  be  giveif  to 
the  commercial  interests  and  property  of 
the  town.  In  the  bill  he  had  endearoured 
to  indicate  a  franchise  with  these  qualities  ; 
and  if  it  had  been  committed  pro  firma^ 
he  riionld,  bjr  filling  up  the  Uanks,  have 
pmosed  a  right  to  the  --*—•-•*—  ^ 
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lioMeA  who' had' been  iwclem  ibr  ll»ee 
years,  rated  fot  that  period,  and  vibo  had 
ipaid  their  rates. 

The  Hoiuie  divided :  For  the  secobd 
reading  of  the  bill  36;  Against  it  17% 
Majority  16.  Tiie  bill  wtts-.thea  ordered 
to  be  cominitt^  on  that  day  fortni^^ 
with  the  object  of  poatjpobiiig  the  iubjecl 
ItU  the  next  seasion. 

Abuse  of  CORPOtiiiTE  Fvnds  to 
E&EdTioH  PcarosEs.]  Mr.  Maberfy 
lose,  to  withdraw  the  notice  of  hi»  inten- 
tion to  mote  a  Resolution  eoneeming  the 
applicatiotiof  Cbrporate  Funds  to  Eleetidn 
Purposes.  His  attention,  he  aud,  had 
been  drawn  to  this  subject,  in  f^onseqaence 
of  the  dktum  which,  he  had  be«i  informed, 
had  been  pfonooneed,  in  another  pkM|  by 
a  rery  learned  penonsf^;  whohadbrOaiUy 
deolared,  that  corporate  fiiads  were,  in 
every  respect,  piiTate  property,  and  might 
be  legally  used  by  the  corporation  for  ali 
puiposes  to  which  individuals  might  apply 
their  property.  It  vras  evident  if  this  dictum 
Hrere  correct,  that  the  members  of  any  cor** 
poration  mig^l  meet  and  divide  the  corp^ 
sate  funds  among  themsdvetf  for  their 
own  ptmte  benefit  He  had  slims  ttn** 
dentood  that  corporate  funds*  were  neld  in 
trust  for  corporate  purpoa^  and  could  not 
lq;ally  be  applied  to  ainy  other  object. 
The  corporation  acted  as  a  trttstee }  and  in 
Ihat  capacity  atone.  Would  that  Honas 
snfier  corporations  ta  apply  t&eir  funds  to 
dectiott  purposes,  and  in  so  doing  over- 
tuin  all  meir  rights  and  privileges?  Ho 
had  intended  to  move  a  rmolution  to  pre* 
vent  this  abuse;  but  considering  the  state 
of  the  House,  he  should  waive  his  inten« 
tbn.  He  trusted  that  Aw  notice  would 
have  the  efiect  of  guarding  against  these 
malversations.  He  could  assuea  dnv  cor^ 
poration,  that  if  they  interfered  with  any 
election  by  misapplying  the  fuads  they 
held  for  corporate  purposes,  they  might 
he  called  to  the  bar  or  the  House,  and 
visited  with  the  jnst  measure  of  its  indi^* 
nation.  His  ofaeervations  were  not  du 
^ected  to  any  corporation  in  particvlar; 
Wt  he  felt  celled  upon  to  notice  a  hand- 
bill which  had  been  circulated  by  the  eor-> 
potation  of  Northampton,  in  which  some 
'grave  misrepresentations  apptered  respect«» 
fng  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  a  bill 
which  had  passed  this  House,  and  had 
been  rejected  bf  ihe  other  House,  on  thia 
subject.  Some  unjust  and  gioulidlesi  re- 
maiha  had  been  tnade  vpotiUie  conduct  of 
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Ma  hon*  relative  (colmad  lfaberly)iB  tUa 
hand-bill ;  and  he  appealed  to  die  mem* 
bers  of  the  conamitteek  whether  they  were 
not  direetly  opnoaito  to  the  tenth.  lie 
recommended  that  corporetion  to  mind 
what  they  were  about,  for  he  had  unden- 
stood  that  their  charter  waa  not  qnito 
secure,  and  thai  it  would  be  necessaiy  St 
come  to  parliament  for  its  cenfirmation. 
The  funds,  were  restricted  by  the  teima  of 
their  chatter  to  objeete  of  **  cbmmea 
utility,"  and  he  could  not  see  hQw.tiuiit 
phrase  could  justify  their  applioadon  to 
the  returning  of  membem  to  parliament. 
He  should  not  prem  the  resolution,  hat  he 
hoped  some  steps  would  hereafter  be  taken 
to  meet  the  eviL 
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HOUSE  OFLOKDS. 
Monday  f  June  25. 

Wa&xboussd  Conv  Bs^u]  Losd 
CbdMeA,  in  risrag  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  than  bill,  aaidit  waanet  noeee 
saryfov  him  to  tiodde  their  loidahipa  at 
any  lengdi,  by  going  into  observations  on 
the  general  sabyect  of  the  Goni4avrBt  n 
subject  so  often  discussed^  and  npon  whiok 
^eviewaof  their  lordshipa  wiece  so  well 
known.  He  wishedv  )iomrer,  to  ofier  a 
few  remarks  explanatory  of  the  ground 
On  which  bin  majestv^s  ministers  hud  pro- 
ceeded; first,  as  to  the  bill  which  had  not 
been  read  a  third  times  a*d^  secondly,  aa 
to  this  measure,  which  had  recently  oeme 
up  from  the  other  House*  With  reapect  to 
the  former  bill,  if  he  considered  that  the 
alteialion  which  their  lordships  had  made 
in  it  was  of  small  importanoe — if  he  <»d- 
sidered  it  an  alteration  with  regard  to 
iribich  any  reasonable  doubt  conld  be  en-* 
tertained  of  its  aflfecting  the  whofe  meaanm, 
he  shottki  have  been  mdst  unwillingto  ab- 
stain from  letting  it  pass  into  a  lasr ;  bat, 
having  stoted  what  appeared  to  him  to  be 
convincing  grounds  against  the  propriely 
of  adapting  the  clause  introduced  by  km 
noble  friend,  he  did  not  feel  it  possible 
fo^  him  to  call  upon  the  <^er  House  to 
wuf  whether  or  not  th«r  would  aainiaaoe 
in  it ;  and  he  conceived  that  the  couiie 
he  had  taken  was  the  least  likely  to  pro- 
duce any  inconvenient  or  unpleasani  col- 
lision. On  llie  fullest  leflection,  he  Mt 
persuaded  that  he  had  not  taJcen  any  Other 
course  than  that  which  was  moat  coasistent 
with  his  own  duty,  and  mostcondncive  to 
the  public  benefit.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
also  lalt  that  it  was  impossiUe  to  leave  te 
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6f  thb  Hoose  to  extend  due  and  fair  pro^ 
teetion ;  for,  be]fond  this,  God  forbid  that 
any  interest  dM>ukl  either  expect  or  obtain 
any  protection  whatever!  I  maintain, 
diat  it  is  due  to  that  interest  that  this 
country  shoold  render  itself  as  independent 
as  possible  of  foreign  supplies  in  com; 
and  that  to  all  interests oruie community, 
and  to  none  more  than  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing,  is  it  essential  that  as 
much  of  the  land  of  this  country  as  is 
capable  of  it,  should  be  brought  into  cul- 
tivation. These  principles  I  maintain, 
ffegaidleM  that  for  maintaming  them  it 
may  be  unjustly  imputed  to  me,  that  I 
uphold  the  interests  of  the  rich  to  the 
sacrifice  of  those  of  the  poor.  The  most 
eager  advocate  of  liberal  principles  cannot 
shake  the  soundness  of  those  principles, 
which  weie  so  admirably  enforced  m  a 
ktter,  the  writer  of  which,  I  trust,  still 
maintains  them.  **  If  (s&id  that  writer) 
they  effect  the  throwrag  open  our  porti  to 
a  ftet  trade  in  com,  the  consequence  will 
be  diat  of  throwing  a  gneat  part  of  our 
land  out  of  cultivation,  and  risking  all  the 
inconvenience  of  sudden  changes  and  con- 
vulsions in  our  relation  mh  foreign 
countries:  though,  for  a  thne,  we  may 
have  cheap  com,  yet,  upon  the  long  ran, 
the  price  of  this  first  necessary  of  life  will 
increase,  and  the  profit,  as  well  as  the 
power,  of  supplying  us  as  they  please,  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  foreigners."^  Tlie  mainte- 
nance of  such  sentiments  is  Aot  at  variance 
with  popular  rights,  but  essential  for 
public  prosperity.  Popnlar  rights  I  have 
ever  upnela,  whenever  and  by  whomsoever 
(hey  were  assailed. .  I  have  made  some 
sacrifices  for  them.  I  am  ready  to  make 
more.  At  the  same  time,  when  I  have 
met  wild  and  extravagant  claims  and 
doctrines  under  the  name  of  popular 
rights,  1  have  not  flinched  from  the  obloquy 
to  which  an  opposition  to  them  may  have 
exposed  me.  To  that  obloquy  1  am  as 
ready  again  to  expose  myself,  as  I  am  to 
endeavour  to  retrieve  the  constitution  from 
those  invasions  which  I  have  considered 
as  most  dangerous  to  popular  security. 
Bat  at  the  same  time  that  we  should  be 
anxious  to  uphold  thedignity  of  the  Grown, 
and  to  protect  the  Just  rights  of  the  people, 
we  should  remember  that  we,  as  well  as 
they,  have  rights  and  privileges  given  to 
us,  not  so  much  for  our  benefit  as  for 
theirs ;  that  wc  arc  an  intermediate  body, 
foirming  a  link  of  connexion  between  both, 
tod  standing  as  a  barrief  to  resist  the 
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encroachments  of  one  upon  the  ris^  of 
the  other.  These  respective  ri|^ts»  io 
their  legitimate  exercise,  I  am  anziov* 
that  all  lAionld  enjoy.  Animated  by  these 
motives,  and  acting  upon  these  princi|te, 
I  hope  we  shall  all  come  to  Uie  dispassiMi* 
ate  consideration  of  this  important  question 
in  the  easoiog  session,  and  trust  that  it 
may  be  settled  on  a  basis,  which  shall  give 
general  and  permanent  satisfaction. 

Lord  Ooderich  wished  to  be  allowed  to 
make  one  observation  with  respect  to  an 
expression  which  fell  from  the  noble  eari. 
The  noble  lord,  in  alluding  to  the  tone  lA 
which  the  motion  had  been  bronght  before 
the  House,  said  that  it  conveyed  some-^ 
thing  of  an  apology.  He  must  take  leave 
to  tell  their  lordships  and  the  noble  eari, 
that  he  made  no  apology.  He  made  no 
[apology,  because  he  did  not  think  there 
had  been  any  offence.  If,  however,  their 
kmlshins  should  ever  find  him  deviating 
from  tnat  course  of  duty  and  respect, 
which  he  was  equally  bound  as  a  peer  and 
as  a  member  of  his  majesty's  government 
to  observe  towards  their  lordships,  then 
they  would  be  entitled  to  call  upon  him 
for  an  apology,  and  then  it  would  be  hia 
duty  to  make  that  apology.  In  this  case^ 
he  repeated,  he  tnade  no  apology ;  because; 
whether  the  measure  which  he  proposed 
might  prove  right  or  tum  out  to  be  wrong; 
it  was  his  duty  to  bring  it  before  tiieir 
lordships ;  and  he  claimed  the  privilege  of 
maintaining  his  opinions  and  his  measures 
with  the  same  eamestness  as  the  noble 
eari  or  any  other  member  of  their  lordships* 
House. 

Eari  Grey  said,  he  did  not  intend  to 
offend  the  noble  viscount  by  the  use  of 
the  word  *apology.  Periiaps  he  ought 
rather  to  mtve  said  the  noble  riscount 
made  an  apoloeetic  explanation ;  for  such 
it  mieht  be  called.  He  repeated;  however, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  use  the  expression 
in  any  way  which  the  noble  viscount  might 
deem  offensive;  and  although  he  was  not 
a  person  in  the  habit  of  retracting  what  he 
had  once  uttered  on  sodi  occasions,  vet 
he  would  say,  that  if  any  expression 
which  fdl  from  him  had  offended  the  noble 
viscount,  he  was  sorry  he  had  used  it. 

Lord  Ooderich. — I  have  not  a  word 
more  to  say. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. — Lord 
Goderich  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  readmg  of  the  CJom  Averages 
bill.  The  noble  viscount  introduced  a 
clause,  ghrmg  his  majesty,  by  unorder  in 
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equal  to  20|000  qnaitera  of  wheat  in  addi- 
tion; and  there  was,  besides,  all  the  Ga« 
nadiancorn.  •  If  his  noble  friend's  obser- 
vations were  oonect,  he  might  be  justified 
»  letting  in  barley,  btit  not  in  letting  in 
wbeon^'ir^wheat  had  lately  been,  on  an 
aveFBge*  58s.  4d.  per  quarter,  there  was 
no  probability  of  tne  averages  rising  by 
the  i5th  of  August,  or  the  15th  of  No- 
veinber  up  to  80f .  His  noble  friend  had 
stated  one  reason  which  made  it  impera- 
tive on  him  to  object  to  the  proposed  mea- 
sure. He  had  stated,  that  he  could  not 
acrede  to  the  late  amendment,  because  it 
was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  that  bill, 
and  he  offered  this  bill  to  their  lordship 
as  carrying  that  bill  into  effect.  On  this 
ground  he  could  not  accede  to  the  mea- 
sure. If  he  acceded  to  it,  he  should  com- 
promise his  opinions.  He  considered  this 
bill  as  the  connecting  link  between  the 
lost  measure  of  his  noble  friend  and  the 
measure  that  would  be  brought  forward 
next  year.  On  this  ground,  he  would  re- 
ject die  bill.  He  would  argue  the  ques- 
tion another  way,  and  say,  that  no  ground 
had  been  laid  for  this  temp6rary  measure. 
His  noble  ftiend,  in  introducing  it,  had 
not  said  one  word  in  explanation  of  the 
necessity  for  the  measure.  For  the  last 
two  vears  they  had  passed  bills  to  let  in 
theroreini  com  that  was  in  bond;  and 
their  lordships  would  recollect  ^at  quan- 
tities had  been  thus  iatzoduced.  Their 
lordships  would  also  remember,  that  when 
the  earl  of  Liverpool  brought  forward  his 
measures  for  kttmg  out  the  bonded  com, 
he  began  by  takine  out  five  hundred  thou- 
sand quarters.  He  at  first  proposed  a 
duty  of  12s.  the  quarter ;  and  ttien  he  had 
admitted  it  on  such  a  duty  as  the  govern- 
ment had  thought  fit  to  affix.  He  should 
deviate  from  the  course  which  he  had  hi- 
therto followed  on  the  subject,  if  he  were 
to  agree  to  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion. Were  their  lordships  aware  of  the 
quantity  of  foreign  bonaed  com  which 
had  been  let  out  at  former  periods, 
and  the  inferiority  of  that  quantity  to  the 
quantity,  the  entrance  of  whidi  mto  the 
ooofitry  the  present  bill  would  sanction  ? 
Were  they  abo  aware  of  the  difference  in 
tho^Nrerage  pnoe  of  wheat  at  former  pe- 
riods and  at  the  present  ?  In  1825,  the 
average  price  of  wheat  was  69r. ;  now 
the  average  price  was  58f  •  The  quantity 
of  .fore^rn  com  which  had  been  let  out  in 
1825  was  four  bntidred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand qnaitars.    The  quantily  kt  out  kst 
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year  was  two  hundred  and  ninety  thou- 
sand quarters.  It  would  be  utterly  impos- 
sible to  say  what  might  be  the  effect  of 
letting  out  so  large  a  quantity  as  seven 
hundred  thousand  quarters ;  which  would 
be  one  hundred  thousand  quarters  mor6 
than  had  ever  before  been  admitted. 
With  respect  to  the  letting  in  of  Canadian 
com,  it  had  been  said,  that  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  it  would  baverr 
hard  on  our  North  American  colonies  n 
they  were  not  alldwed  to  send  their  com 
to  this  country  under  the  terms  now  pro- 
posed. It  must  be  notorious,  however^ 
that  the  act  which  was  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject two  years  ago,  would  expire  in  the 
priesent  session;  and  therefore  he  could 
not  see  any  hanlship  in  the  case;  as  the 
admission  would  be  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
and  not  of  right.  A  similar  argument 
was  applicable  to  the  owners  of  the  bond* 
ed  com.  It  was  said,  that  many  of  them 
had  rested  their  capitals  on  the  faith  of 
the  bill  which  had  been  introduced  by 
government,  but  which  had  fidled.  nt 
should  certainly  be  sorry  if  they  suffered 
loss;  but  that  was  no  argument  for  the 
measure ;  because  they  ou^t  to  know  the 
constitiition  of  this  country  better,  than 
not  to  be  aware  that  government  coold  not 
do  any  thing  upon  tl^  subject  without  the 
consent  of  me  legislature ;  and  thereAM, 
they  ought  not  to  have  run  any  ride,  lii 
his  opinion,  instead  of  any  bill  of  this  na^ 
ture,  it  would  have  been  infinitely  better 
if  government  had  taken  upon  themselves 
to  issue  whatever  order  in  council  re^)ect- 
ing  Qom  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
might  seem  to  require.  It  could  not  be 
supposed  that  thev  would  think  such  a 
coune  objectionable;  because  it  was  the 
course  which  they  had  taken  nine  mondis 
ago,  and  afterwards  received  indemnity  for 
the  proceeding.  Certainly  he  was  not  one 
of  tnose  who  would  deny  them  indemnity 
for  a  similar  act,  if  they  could  make  out 
as  good  a  case  with  respect  to  wheat  this 
year,  as  they  had  made  out  with  respect 
to  oats  last. 

The  Duke  of  WeUmgton  said,  he  could 
not  agree  with  his  noble  friend  that  it 
would  be  right  to  throw  upon  the  govern- 
ment the  responsibility  of  admittmg  fo- 
reign com  for  consumption.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  fully  agreed  with  ministen,  that 
it  was  expedient  that  some  measure  of  the 
kind  now  proposed  should  be  agreed  to 
after  the  disappointment  which  had  been 
experienced  relative  to  the  other 


1386 


Warih9Uied  darn  BiU. 


JvvH  26,  1837. 


198« 


■uie  ivhicli  had  not  been  carried.  He 
was  therefore  disposed  to  give  the  present 
bill  his  support;  more  particularly  as  be 
ooDsidered  it  to  be  the  same  in  principle 
with  that  measure,  with  the  additional  ad- 
Tanti^  of  ascertaining*  by  experiment, 
what  would  have  been  tbe  effect  of  that 
measure  if  carried ;  at  thesame  time  that  it 
was  limited  as  to  quantity,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  injurious  effect.  Under  all  the  cir- 
Gumstances^  therefore,  he  thought  the  pre- 
sent measi^re  advisable,  and  strongly  re- 
commended it  to  the  House.  At  the  same 
tune  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  re- 
gret that  it  was  not  accompanied  by  the 
other  measure,  which  had  been  before  their 
lordships.  Upon  that  subject  he  would 
say,  that  he  never  considered  that  what 
he  did  in  any  way  militated  against  the 
principle  of  that  bill,  and  would  contend, 
that  Uiat  principle  might  be  carried  into 
effect,  even  if  tne  system  of  warehousing 
were  not  touched  at  all.  His  majesty's  go- 
yemment,  however,  thought  that  a  system 
of  prohibition  was  moonsistent  with  that 
priQciple;  although  he  begged  the  House 
to  consider  what  was  the  difference,  or 
whether  the  effect  of  a  duty  was  not  simi- 
hff  to  what  they  contended  a|;ainst.  If 
that  were  so,  then,  in  fact,  prohibition  had 
existed  during  the  whole  period,  up  to 
which  com  was  allowed  for  consumption. 
It  had  existed  in  1773,  and  from  1791  to 
1815,  when  what  was  done,  was  by  the 
imposition  of  a  duty ;  and  the  same  might 
be  again  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to  af- 
ford satisfaction  to  the  country.  Under 
these  circumstances,  then,  he  should  con- 
sider the  noble  lords  themsdves  re^nsi- 
Ue  for  the  loss  of  the  biU ;  which  it  had 
been  said  was  lost  by  his  amendment. 
He  had  been  accused  not  only  of  propos- 
ing a  measure,  which  was  inconsistent  with 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  of  doing  so 
firam  private  and  party  motives.  But  he 
must  say,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  man 
who  had  proposed  a  measure  individuallv, 
and  without  any  knowledge  whether  be 
would  be  supported  in  it  or  not,  he  was 
the  person.  He  would  repeat,  that  he 
proposed  that  measure  to  the  House,  not 
only  believing  that  it  would  have  the  sup- 
port, but  that  it  actually  was  the  sugget- 
tioA  of  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Crown. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  he  did  not 
Ubour,  in  that  instance,  under  a  mistake; 
but  if  he  did,  he  could-  assure  their  lord- 
ships that  he  was  so  mistaken  with  a  great 
many  others,  who  had  botb  before  wnA 


sbce  the  amendment,  read  onstihib  letteia 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  TnAe, 
and  who  still  attached  to  them  die  same* 
meaning  which  he  did  when  he  propoeed 
the  amendment.  He  should  obs^e,  too, 
that  if  that  measure  were  inconsistent 
with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  was  not 
more  so  than  others  which  had  been  ad* 
mitted  into  it.  He  thought  it  right  abo' 
I  to  say,  that  during  the  discussion  upon 
the  subject,  he  had  endeavoured  to  im- 
press upon  the  government  the  necessity 
of  taking  it  out  of  his  hands,  and  of  car* 
ryingit  themselves.  That  he  had  done 
not  only  by  the  conespondence,  part  of 
which  he  had  before  read  to  their  lordships,* 
but  by  odier  communications,  not  only 
with  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Thule, 
but  vrith  his  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  then  piesent.-~His  grace  then  read 
the  following  letters : — 

''LondoihJmm  4,  l%27. 

**Mj  dear  Huskissoa :— As  you  say 
that  I  misunderstood  the  meaning  of  your 
letter  of  the  24th,  I  must  have  done  so. 
But  I  certainly  never  entertained  a  sos- 
pickm  that  I  had  misunderstood  you;  and 
even  now,  after  referring  to  my  letter  of 
the  24th  to  you,  and  examinmg  your  letter' 
to  me,  I  cannot  but  think  ibat  I  should 
have  sought  out  for  a  difficulty,  if  I  had 
affixed  to  vour  letter  the  meaning  which 
you  state  that  you  mtended  to  convey. 

^  I  stated  to  you  an  evil,  pennanent  in 
its  nature,  resulting  from  Uie  operation  of 
the  warehouse  system  on  that  of  the  pro- 
posed Corn-law;  and  I  proposed  a  per- 
manent remedy.  In  answer,  you  stated 
very  fl;ood  reasons  asainst  what  I  had  pro- 
posed, and  you  tdl  me,  that,  '  had  my 
proposal  been,  that  no  com  bonded  after 
the  passing  of  the  present  bill  should  be 
allowed  to  be  entered  for  home  coniump* 
tion  till  the  average  price  had  readied 
66«.,  and  that  theneerorward  all  com  so 
bonded,  or  thereafter  imported,  should 
come  under  the  regulations  of  the  bill, 
individually  you  would  not  object  to  such 
a  proviso:'  and  you  add,  <  It  (thispvoviso) 
would  insure,  that  no  quantity  beyond 
that  now  in  bond  should  be  thrown  upon 
Ae  ma&et,  unless,  in  spite  of  that  quan* 
tity,  the  price  reached  a  level  which  might 
be  fairly  taken  as  an  indication  of  our 
being  in  want  of  a  further  supply  fiom 
abroad.* 

"  It  thus  appeals,  then,  that  having 
stated  to  vou  a  permanent  evU,  the  exist* 
ence  of  which  is  not  deniedi  I  was  to  con« 
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^ider  tfit  %9id  '  Uienceforward/  not  in  an 
w^fynited  senae,  but  applicable  to  Itoie 
oofyf  and  buying  ^o  reference  to  circum- 
stances, notwithstanding  vbat  foUpwed  in 
the  sueceeding  sentence  of  j^our  letter; 
and  I  was  to  believe  that  ]^u  intended  I 
should  be  satisfied,  and  Uiat  the  public 
ahoold  be  satisfied,  with  a  tanponury  le^ 
medy  for.  a  pennanent  evil. 

^*  However,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  I 
did  not  understand  your  letter  as  you 
have  now  ei^lained  it;  and  you  may  rely 
upon  it|  that  if  I  could  have  entertained 
anv  doubt  respecting  your  meaning,  that 
I  shouM  have  gone  to  you,  or  have  written 
ty»  you  again. 

**  Lati  Goderich  must  do  me  the  justice 
to  acknowledge,  that  I  put  into  his  hands 
die  proviso  which  I  haa  drawn,  together 
with  your  letter*  He  did  not  at  first  un- 
derstand vour  letter,  and  he  thought  it 
related  solsly  tp  com  now  in  bond ;  and 
ibegged'himtojpenueitagain*  He  did 
80 1  and  he  came  tO'  me  and  returned  the' 
pqrns^  withont  saying  a  word.>  I  con- 
cliMed,  tibesefine,  &ai  he  concurred  ki  the 
ptoposition  which  I  certainly  oonsidered 
ar.saggested  by  you;  and  I  made  it  to  the 
committee  of  tiie  House  of  Lords,  in  the 
mode  and  at  the  time  moat  likely  to.be  of 
service  to  the  government,  by  preventing 
a  division  on  a  nsopositton  of  lord  Ross- 
Ivn's,  whiefa-  had.  for  its  object  to  lay  the 
duty  upon,  oocn  upoa  intioduction  into 
waoehottse. 

^  I  ahaU  be  sorry  if  this  proviso  should 
be  iaconrenient  to  the  govenMnent ;  and, 
I  must  add,  that  if  lord  Goderich  had  ex- 
piessed  to  me  a  wish  that  I  should  delay- 
to  propose  it  till  on  the  rqK>rt,  i  should 
have  done  so. 

*'  In  your  letter  of  the  34th,  you  spoke 
with  doubt  whediev  the  oseasure  proposed 
by  yon  would  oeoasion  the  rejection  of  the' 
bUl.  You  write  with  mose  confidence  on 
that  which  has  been  adopted  by*  the  com- 
mittee in  the  House  of  Lords  in  vour  letter 
received  yesterday*  But  what  do  yoa  say 
to  the  amendments  agreed  to  Y»  the  go-^ 
vnrunent  in  the  House  of  Lords  f 

"  Surely  the  omission  of  the  word  (Bri- 
tish) in  the  second  clause,  with  a  view  that 
the  Scotoh,  Irish,  and  foreign,  com  may 
be  included  in  the  averages,  and  the  al- 
temtion  of  the  term  of  the  avemges  from 
one  to  six  weeks,  will  make  a  material 
alteration  of  the  duties,  and  mnst  equally 
oocasbn  the  rgection  of  the  bilL 

«'  You  will  reooUact  my  opinion  upon 
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the  measure  proposed  by  lord  LTverpooli^ 
to  the  principle  of  which,  notwithstanding 
that  opinion,  I  consida  myself  a  party, 
and  1  have  accordingly  supported  the  ^> 
vemment  in  every  division  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  House  of,  Lords.  I  don'tr 
consider  the  amendments  proposed  by  me 
to  be  at  all  contrary  to  the  principle  of 
lord  Liveipoors  measure,  which  was,  to 
protect  home  agriculture  by  the  levy  of  a> 
duty  on  foreign  com  imported,  and  to 
regfulate  this  duty  by  the  price  of  com  in 
England,  discovered  by  averages  takea> 
weekly,  and  not  by  six  wedcs'  avemgeair 
Since  lord  Liverpool's  plan  was  formed 
and  agreed  upon,  a  committee  has  sat  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  before  which  it  has 
been  proved,  that  nothing  can  prevent 
frauds  m  taking  the  averages,  nor  the 
abuse  of  the  existing  waienouse  system,, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution! 
the  objects  of  those  frauds., 

**  The  warehouse  system  then  must  be 
reformed ;  and  as  lord  Liverpool's  pind^ 
pie  might  exist  even  if  the  warehouse 
q^tem  were  abolished  in  rektmn  io  oorn^ 
or  under  whatever  modification  it  may  be 
allowed  to  continue,  it  is  no  departure 
finom  that  principle  to  adopt  a  moderate 
prohibition^  applicable  only  to  com  in 
warehouse,  as  '  the'  modification. 

^*  I  declare  that  this  impression  is  se 
strong  upon  my  mind,  and,  consideitng 
the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  it  appear^ 
to  me  that  the  proviso  agreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  so  completely  met  the 
evil,  and  was  so  just  towards  all  parties, 
that  you  must  have  calculated  it  exactly 
upon  the  *  basis'  of  the  price  of  6^.  the 
imperial  quarter,  and  the  expenses  of  caiv. 
rying  corn  from  the  warehouses  in  Holland 
to  this  country.    Believe  me,  &c. 

"  Wbllxhotoh.** 

''  EartJkam^  Petworih,  5th  June,  1837. 

''  My  dear  Duke : — I  have  received  by 
the  post,  of  this  nmniing,  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date. 

''  I  regret,  on  every  account,  that  the 
proposition  which  I  wished  to  convey  in 
my  letter  of  the  24ch  uk.,  was  so  stated^ 
as  to  lead  to  your  misunderstanding  my 
real  meaning.  So  little  did  I,  before  last 
Saturday,  contemplate  any  risk  of  hating 
been  misapprehenaed,  that  when  I  received 
(whilst  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
Thursday  evening)  die  inclosed  note  fson 
lord  Qoderieh,  I  immediately  sent  him  an 
explanation,  fron^  tfaeaee,  to  liie  same 
cttect  as  tikat  vriiich  I  have  since  given  to 
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WQ.  I  Ml  toie^  if  lord  Godetioh  is  ie* 
recred  to,  that  he  wtR  do  nete  jiiBtioe  to 
eoofirm  tkb  statement. 

**  Prom  the  noment  I  imt  infonned 
diat  you  oonsidefed  yoor  ameodnieiit  at 
oriffineting  in  my  inggeetton,  I  was  satis* 
Bed  thai  there  had  bten  some  misander- 
atanding;  and  as  the  nature  of  it  is  now 
deaied  up,  I  will  not  trouble  yon  with 
any  controversial  aigument  upon  the  tme 
construction  of  the  words  which  yon  have 
quoted  fffon  my  letter  of  the  24th.  The 
^tence  (indeed  the  whole  of  that  letter) 
was  hastily  written,  and,  I  admit,  might 
bKye  been  more  clearly  expressed;  but 
when,  in  the  latter  part  of  that  sentence, 
I  state,  *  that  the  regulation  to  which  I 
saw  no  objectioa  would  insure  that  bo 

3'  aaatity'  beyetid  '  that  now'  in  bond 
hoald  be  thrown  upon  thematket,  unless, 
in  spite  of '  that  quantity,'  the  nrioe  reach- 
ed a  level  (namely  6&.),  wnidi  might 
feifly  be  tdsen  as  an  indication  of  our 
'  being  in  want  of  a  further  supply  ftom 
abroad,' — I  must  avow  myself  at  a  loss 
to  reconcile  the  constmction  of  words 
which  appear  to  point  to  this  meaning, 
namely,  that  the  specific  'quantity  now* 
in  bomi  should  be  proteoted  against  com- 
petition with  'any  fiirther  supply  ftom 
abroad,'  until  the  average  price  at  home 
should  have  reached  69f. ;  with  your  pro* 
viso,  which  leaves  the  supply  ftom  abroad 
free  *  at  all  times'  to  come  into  the  British 
market,  without  reference  to  any  average 
price ;  whilst  it  locks  up  any  wheat  which 
may  hereafter  be  *  bonded  in  this  coun- 
try,' up  to  the  same  price  as  that  at  which 
it  was  the  drift  of  mv  proposition  to  keep 
foreign  wheat  lockea  up  in  the  'ware- 
houses abroad,'  until  the  *  quantity  now  m 
<mr  own  waieb<wses'  had  been  disposed 
of. 

^'  How  then  could  your  amendment  fnd 
my  suggestion  be  convertiUe  propositions  ? 
"Tlie  real  truth  is,  that  what  was  up- 
nefmost  in  my  mind,  when  I  threw  out 
this  suggestion,  was  die  inconvenience 
vrfaich  might  arise  from  letting  into  con- 
sumption further  supplies  of  wheat,  here- 
after to  arrive,  untu  the  greatest  part  of 
the  quantity  now  in  bond  should  have 
been  disposed  of.  The  limiting  die 
supply,  in  the  firet  instance,  to  the 
'  now '  bonded  com,  was  a  questiott 
which  bad  been  mooted  in  the  Cabinet, 
if  I  recollect  right,  by  lord  Westmore- 
land. I  own  that  I  thought  (as  I  under- 
stood kod  to  dunk)  that,  wKhin  certain 


tHem^ufe  feasonawngifiBg  pnoiity 
to  that  ooniy  before  we  aufferfieshsuppUea 
to  come  into  the  awrket  fiDB  fivein 
countries — ^an  airangeaMnt  tcaspoiary  m 
its  natine,  but  in  its  opention,  by  die  bye, 
die  very  renreBse  of  imat  your  amemfanent 
coBtempkrtes  as  a  pennaneat  system. 

**  Yon  wiH,  tlieiefore,  peieeive  tlmt  in 
writii^  the  unhidcy  paragraph,  whkk  is 
die  ongin  of  all  this  eodfusion,  I  wss  na 
kmger  thinking  of  the  'permanent  evil,' 
your  proposed  remedy  for  which  I  had 
discussed  in  tfae  foimer  part  of  my  letter^ 

"  Having  no  copy  of  ike  Ooro-biH  wilk 
me  here,  I  am  quite  incapable  of  iiutoiog 
any  opinfen  as  to  die  efied  of  the  word 
'  British '  m  die  second  dense  of  die4ie(, 
an  amendment  of  which  I  was  not  aware 
till  I  leoeiffed  your  letter  thismoming. 

"  I  shall,  for  many  reasons,  be  soisy  sf 
diis  bill  should  be  lest,  and  modiing  dona 
in  respect  to  onrCom^laws  in  the  prescKI 
sesskm.  of  pazMament.    But,  wkniever  may 

be  the  fkte  of  the  bill,  or  howover  pradueaitt 
I  never  for  a  moment  can  doriM,  that, « 
die  part  which  you  have  taken,  your 
anxious  otjeot  has  been  to  vender  the  pro* 
posed  measure  as  ftoefrsmoJbjsotmnastiia 
nature  of  tkfe  uubject,  dealing  with  suflk 
complicatsd  mtensts,  and  through  sadh  a 
variety  oftransnetions^  wiH  admit.'  I  re* 
maid  my  dearDakeof  Wellington,  easr 
IhidifuUy  yeuis, 

"  W.  HvsKissoir.'' 
'  His  Gmee  ooadnued  to  say,  that  lia 
only  entmd  upon  that  eowsspondenee,  in 
order  ao  prove  beyond  any  pessibili^  e€ 
eswll,  the  fusions  and  the  motiuss  wUek 
hsd  influenced  hiui  in  the  canae  he  had 
|)iirsa#d.  Any  fifelingef  paiiy,  or  of  'fee* 
don,  or  of  the  lesat  desire  to^cmkanais,  be 
utterlyand  endiely  disekimed:  nor  had 
he  any  other  dum  dM  one  fiew  of  andtnig 
the  measure  sMie  pslatabie  to  thO'OOuntry  i 
as  he  believed  would  bave  been  Cha  eassy 
had  his  amendment  been  agreed  to. 

Loid  CMerkk  disclaimed  any  Inlsntioa 
of  uttering  a  ^able  wbioh  oouM,  by  Hie 
remotest  possibili^f,  impute  to  his  noUa 
friend  any  but  the  best  modvesfbr  his  con- 
duct; and  he  was  sure,  oulbeodier  handv 
thsit  Us  noble  fUend  worid  do  hfan  die 
justice  to  believe  diat  he  bad  epposed  tlMS 
dense  wfaieh  had  been  proposed  by  kia 
noUe  fKend  on  no  odier  groand  but  kla 
oonvktion  that  it  would  noteflbetthe  puiw 
pose  lequired.  It  was  undouhtedljr  true, 
that  befctu  the  committee  on  dM  bill  hk 
noiMe  IHibdkad  eomiMHdcaied  to  him  the 
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letleni duit had  mnnd  between  UsTigkt 
hca.  friend  and  nimaelf,  as  also  the  pur- 
pose which  he  bad  had  in  view*  If,  under 
such  ciicunuAances,  he  had.heaitatedy  it 
would  not  haive  been  surprising.  As  well, 
however,  as  he  could  lecoUectt  he  had 
handed  the  letters  back  to  his  noble  friend, 
without  making  .  any  obserratioa  upon 
Ihem;  having  distinctly  declaredhis  opinion 
on  the  subject  at  a  former  period,  and 
Conceiving  that  his  noble  friend  was  in  per- 
fect possession  of  that  opinion.  As  to 
what  had  subsequently  taken  place  between 
his  noble  friend  and  himself,  it  was  true, 
that  his  noble  fiiend  had  over  and  over 
again  urged  him  to  take  that  particular 
question  into  his  own  hands.  He  had  felt 
a  dispoiitioa  to  make  any  sacrifice  that  he 
ooula  make,  consistently  with  the  priaoiple 
of  the  bill,  to  meet  the  views  of  ms  noble 
friend.  He  had  devued  what  means  he 
bought  cakmlaled  to  obtain  that  end ;  and 
he  had  even  delayed  his  last  answer,  in  the 
hope  that  either  by  some  suggestion  of  his 
Ofwn,  or  from  some  other  quarter,  their  re- 
qwciiye  dtfierencies  might  be  removed,  and 
something  acoeptaUe  to  both  bepiopoaed. 
He  did  not  duiA  fiom  his  endeavonis, 
itttH  he  saw  it  would  be  a  farce  to  hope 
for  the  accomplishment  €i  such  a  sa- 
tisfiictoiy  adjustment.  It  might  be  from 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  sul^ect — it 
might  be  from  error;  but  seeing  that 
his  fundamental  objections  were  not  re- 
concilable with  the  oppoMtion  of  his  noble 
fiieiidy  he  could  not  conscientiously  con- 
aent  to  abandon  them.  There  was  no 
snbiect  in  the  course  of  his  public  life  that 
had  given  hvn  more  pain.  He  imputed 
Uame.  to  no  quarter :  he  felt  that  both 
himself  and  his  colleague!  were  perfectly 
blameless  for  the  result,  and  he  oi>ly  con- 
sidered that  result  as  arising  from  the 
differences,  that  would  prevaU  at  all  times 
among  men  legislatbe  on  difficult  subjects. 
Thus  much  Jie  thought  it  necessary  to  say 
to  protect  himself  and  his  colleagues  from 
unjust  reproach  in  the. late  unfortunate 
transaction. 

Earl  Chretf  said :— My  Lords,  it  is  not 
mj  wish  or  intention  to  prolong  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  sol^ect  which  has  already 
been  too  much  agiuted  in  this  House  and 
throttdbout  the  country.  I  am  the  more 
unwilling  to  do  so  from  the  tone  of  modera- 
tion— ^if  not  of  apok)gy — adopted  l^  the 
.noble  viscount  who  introduced  the  bfll; 
and^  in  imitation  of  his  example,  I  am 
.utti0tts.to.abstsiii..frQm  any  expression 


thait  may  be  calculated  to  ^SKile  aognr 
ieeliag  in  any  quartei^— a  feeling,  .which,  I 
trust,  is  now  fast  subsiding.  I  have  aW 
the  satisAustion  to  fed  and  dedaie,  diat  it 
is  the  more  unnecessarv  for  me  lo  trespass 
at  any  lenath  upon  the  attention  of  your 
lordships  after  the  statement  of  the  noUe 
duke,  so  remarkable  for  its  propriety  and 
clearness,  and  which  placed  the  motives  of 
those  who  acted  with  him  on  a  late  ocea* 
sion  in  so  perspicuous  a  light,  that  it  would 
be  presumptuous  in  me,  or  in  any  man- 
after  him,  to  attempt  his  vindication ;  m^ 
to  justify  the  motives  by  which  those  nobie 
loras  were  influenced  who  ccmcuired  widi 
him  in  a  late  amendment — an  amendment 
sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  this  House. 
After  what  has  fallen  from  the  noble  duke, 
I  am  smre  there  is  no  man  with  a  npaik  oC 
oandour  and  honesty  who  can  say  that  Uiat 
amendment  was  proposed  with  the  int^- 
tion  of  defeating  the  bill.  This  has  been, 
(  know,  calumniously  asserted;  but  the 
calumnious  assertion  had  been  met  by  the 
indi|nation  that  it  merited.  It  had  beea 
admitted  by  the  Preadentof  the  Board  of 
Tmde,  that  the  amendment  might  possUy 
originate  in  an  ambiguous  expression  of  % 
letter  written  avowedly  in  haste  by  thai 
rieht  hon.  gentleman  to  the  noble  duka. 
The  mind  of  the  noble  duke  became  im-- 
pressed  with  a  conviction  of  the  utilitv  of 
mtroducing  that  proposition  into  the  biUp 
as  he  understood  it ;  and  he  persevoed  jn 
it,  not  for  the  purpose  of  aelkfl^g  the 
bill,  but  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  it, 
by  the  introduction  of  such  regnlaticins  aa 
he  saw  incident  to  the  completion  of  its 
regulations.  Yet,  for  such  a  course  of  con* 
duct  was  the  noble  duke,  and  those  who 
acted  with  him,  visited  with  the  mosi 
calumnious  aspersions — aspernoiiSy  how** 
ever,  which  no  one  had  the  indecency  lo 
cast  upon  him  in  this  House.  Yet  were 
those  asperskms  most  insidiously  and  in-* 
dustriouslv  circulated  throughouSthecoun- 
try ;  so  that  no  peison  c(Mild  take  op  a 
newspaper  without  meeting  them.  Yes! 
the  calumnious  aspersion  luid  been  widely 
spread,  that  our  object  in  the  introduction 
of  an  amendment  into  a  bill,  lately  befimi 
this  House  was,  to  defeat,  by  indirect 
means,  that  which  we  dared  not  openly  to 
oppose.  It  had  be^  allq^,  that  it  was 
our  object  to  procure  the  rsjectien  of  that 
bill,  and  thereby  refuse  relid*  to  die  poorei 
classes,  in  one  of  the  fi»t  necessaries  of 
life.  By  the  admissions  of  die  noble 
viscpqnty  we  sMd  acquitted  of  enie|taia-» 
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M inch  puipoiefl;  fend  in  the  ddibenite 
ji^gmflDt  or  the  whole  eoantryy  I  em 
•etisfied  it  wili  be  admitted,  thai  we  should 
have  acted  incoiiBiatently  with  our  duty 
aa  legislaton,  if,  from  the  apprdieusioa  of 
auoh  .calumnious  aspersions  as  I  have 
alluded  to,  we  had  hesitated  in  the  adop- 
tionr  of  such  amendments  as  we  conscien- 
tioijBly  conceived  to  be  an  improvement  of 
the,  bill,  and  a  corrective  against  possible 
duugers.  But  if  this  bill  has  been  lost,  it 
was  not  by  this  amendment.  We  were 
(Mspeeed  to  adopt  the  bill  with  this 
*  amendment.  The  bill  was  lost  by  the 
refusal  of  the  noble  viscount  to  persevere 
in  carrying  it  through  with  this  amend- 
ment annexed  to  iL  For  his  refusal  to 
persevere,  I  have  no  doubt  the  noble  lord 
bad  reasons  which  were  satisfactory  to  his 
aund,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  courM 
upon  which  he  determined.  The  noUe 
lord  had  it  in  his  power  to  choose  between 
two  courses  eithor  to  cairy  through  the 
bill,  and  submit  to  an  amendment  which 
did  not  meet  with  his  approbation,  or  to 
Urithdiaw  the  bill  rather  than  have  it  en- 
cumbered with  it.  But  this  I  must  say, 
that  I  myself,  and  those  by  whom  that 
amendment  was  supported,  had  no  appre* 
hedsion  that  the  noble  viscount  would  be 
reduced  to  this  alternative,  and  it  was  with 
the  greatest  surprise  that  we  saw  him 
placed  in  such  a  predicament*  As  to  the 
present  bill  I  shall  support  it;  and  I  am 
mduoed  to  do  so,  as  I  find  there  is  nothing 
in  it  inconsistent  with  the  late  amendment 

rroposed  by  the  noble  duke.  Although 
own  there  has  not  been,  in  my  opinion, 
a  case  of  necessity  made  oat  to  warrant  its 
introduction,  yet  I  will  give  to  it  n  reluct- 
ant assent,  as  it  oontains  nothing  neces- 
aaiily  detrimental  to  the  general  interests; 
because  it  is  but  a  temporary  measure ; 
and  because,  during  the  intafval  of  its 

rmtion,  an  experiment  will  be  tried  upon 
scale  of  duties,  which  will  enable  us 
to  come  with  the  advantage  of  enlarged 
information  to  the  discussion  of  a  measure 
which  we  are  told  is  to  be  submitted  upon 
this  subject  next  year.  I  would  now  ask, 
what  does  the  present  bill  propose  to  do, 
as  compared  with  the  late  amendment? 
Is  it  not  proposed  by  thn  bill  to  remedy 
any  alleged  evil  that  might  be  conseouent 
upon  that  amendment  ?  No  such  thing. 
lliere  is  nothing  in  this  bill  inconsistent 
with  what  that  amendasent  proposed. 
Yet  it  was  giteo  out  that  this  bill  was 
leodcnd  necessaiy,  in  coiMeqiteDce  of  the 


passing  of  that  amendment  in  lhl»  House. 
What  IS  this,  I  ask,  but  a  wilful  misrepeo- 
sentation  ?  A  mistsJce  may  be  set  right-^A 
prejudice  may  be  removed — an  argument 
may  be  combated  by  reason — but  a  de- 
termined spirit  of  misrepresentation  could 
not  be  fairly  encountered ;  for  its  malignity 
was  only  excited  by  every  exposure  of 
its  falsehood.    I  say  first,  then,  for  the 
thousandth  time,  that  it  is  a  gross  misra- 
presentation  to  assert,  that  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted  in  this  House  with  a 
view  of  defeating  the  bill ;  and,  secondly,  I 
say  that  this  bill  is  not  rendered  necessary 
to  correct  any  evil  that  it  is  asserted  woidd 
result  from  the  adoption  of  that  amend- 
ment.   Hav^  thev  who  make  this  asser* 
tion  read  this  bill  and  the  amendment? 
Have  they  compared  them ;  and  in  what 
do  they  find  an    inconsistency  between 
them  to  consist  ?    For  my  part,  as  fiur  aa 
any  feeble  words  of  mine  may  reach  and 
may  have  influence — I  wish  it  to  be  known, 
that  1  support  it,  because  there  is  no  part 
of  its  provisions  inconsistent  with  that 
amendment.    The  ok)|ect  of  that  amend- 
ment was,  to  prevent  too  great  an  accu- 
mulation of  corn  in  bond,  and  to  prevent 
frauds,  by  providing   that  no  ^  Wheat 
should  be  taken  out  of  bond,  so  long-aa 
the  average  price,  within  tUs  kin|;dom,'aa 
9ettled  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  shaU  be  less 
than  66f.  a  quarter.''     Now,  from  the 
oonespondenoe  between  the  noble  duke 
and  the  Preskient  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
from  whose  opinkm  it  was  to  be  presumed 
ministers  would  not  dissent,  it  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  desirable,  thing  that  **  no 
Com  bonded  after  the  passing  of  the 
present   Bill  should  be  allowed   to  be 
entered  for  home  consumptioo,  till  the 
average  price  reached  66tM  and  that  thence- 
forward all  Com  so  bonded,  or  thereafter 
imported,  should  come  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Bill"    This  was  acceded  to 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  no  doubt  for 
the  desirable  purpose  of  checking   the 
accumulation  of  com  under  bond ;  which 
was  also  the  purpose  of  the  noble  duke  in 
proposing  the  amendment*    Hie  opinion 
of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
was  conformable  with  the  amendment  of 
the  noble  duke,  and  the  only  diiierence 
between  that  amendment  and  the  present 
bill  was,  that  as  the  present  bill  is  from 
its  nature  temporary,    those  rcgulatieos 
are  temporary  also  to  which  the  noble 
duke's  amendment  would  hMt  affixed  the 
character  of  permanency.    One  reason  for 
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vididctwiiig  die  lale  bill  il  is  aUeged,  was, 
Ibat  tbe  amendment  would  be  &tal  to  it 
m  Ihe  otber  House  of  ParliameDt,  and  it 
was  defiiaUe  that  the  privileges  of  the 
two  Houses  might  not  be  brought  into 
collision.  'The  present  is  recommended 
to  nsy  however,  not  from  an  apprehension 
of  such  a  ooUision,  bat  on  its  own  merits 
[hear,  hear !  from  lord  Goderich].  I  know 
the  advantage  which  the  noble  lord  may 
be  diqiosed  to  take  of  an  admission  which 
lie  may  suppose  to  weaken  my  argument, 
hut  as  I  have  touched  on  the  question  of 
privileges,  and  as  it  is  one  on  whidh  great 
mispepresentatioa  has  gone  abroad,  I  must 
leoMik,  that  the  late  bill  was  somewhat 
unaooountably  sent  up  to  ^y  House-as  a 
Bill  of  Supply ;  iu  which  it  is  not  permitted 
to  us  to  nnke  a  greater  alteration  than 
the  correction  of  a  verbal  error.  As  that 
bill  was  to  have  an  effect  upon  the  duties, 
it  partook  of  this  character.  This  was  an 
apparent  diflicttlty,  which  was  easHy 
MBU)ved,  as  may  be  shown  from  a  case 
iriiich  is  termed  by  lawyers  **^n  pari 
maimiJ*  In  the  committee  on  the  Corn- 
bill  in  this  House,  an  amendment  was 
carried  against  the  opinion  of  the  noble 
kxd,  who  then  presided  here ;  by  which 
amendment,  according  to  'the  jeakms 
Isnacity  with  which  the  Houie  maintains 
its  privileges-rthe  bill  was  formally  lost. 
What  was  the  course  then  pursued? 
Though  that  bill  was  lost,  another  on  the 
same  subiect  was  introduced,  in  whidi 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Lords  was 
included,  and  tiius  the  diffioolty  of  inter- 
fering with  tha  privileges  of  the  other 
House  was  got  over,  and  the  bill  in  this 
amended  shape  passed  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  Thus  were  the  full  powers 
of  deliberation  by  this  House  reserved. 
Was  it  necessary,  therefore,  on  the  ground 
of  privilege,  that  this  bill  should  be  re- 
jected? No.  And,  although  knowing 
this  amendment  to  beformallv  inconsistent 
with  the  privileges  of  the  other  House,  I 
did  not  suppose  it  would  have  necessarily 
occasioned  the  loss  of  the  measure.  I  assert, 
upon  the  honour  of  a  peer,  that  I  did  not 
support  that  amendment  in  the  expectation 
or  tiie  wish,  that  by  its  adoption  ttie  whole 
measure  ^ould  be  defeated.  What  had  been 
done  on  a  former  occasion  might  have  been 
done  on  this ;  but  I  must  say,  that  besides 
the  disadvantages  in  other  matters  to 
which  the  calamity  that  has  befallen  a 
noble  lord  (Liverpool)  has  subjected  us, 
it  •  is  not  the  least  of  those  disadvantages, 
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Idiat  his  majest/e  councils  should  not  be 
marked  by  the  same  discretioti  and  t^ 
same  temper  which  distinguished  them 
when  he  presided  Ofer  them.  The  noUe 
lord  proceeded  to  comment  again  upon 
the  amendment,  which,  whilst  com  was 
now  at  57s.  or  58s.,  would  not  probably 
come  into  operation  at  all— ^  least  from 
the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  harvest,  or 
from  any  probable  or  almost  possible  cir* 
eumstaaces  that  could  occur,  tkere  was  no 
likelihood  of  the  price  reaching  66s.  eer« 
tainly  not  for  the  next  year;  and  until  it. 
had  reached  that  price,  the  amendment 
was  inoperative,  indeed,  fVom  all  that 
was  probable  to  occur,  and  fnm  the  late 
measures  of  interference  with  the  state  of 
our  currency — measures  which,  though 
they  afforded  a  temporary  ease,  only  pre<* 
paied  us  for  a  fkture  panic — it  was  mu<^ 
more  likely  that  com  would  shortly  be  at 
46s.  rather  than  66s.  a  quarter.  After 
havingiepeated,  that  tbe  difference  between 
the  noble  duke's  amendment  and  the 
opinions  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  )>een  calumniously  misstated, 
and  the  consequences  of  that  amendment 
exaggerated  by  persons  who  owed  their 
very  existence  to  the  noble  duke-— he  spoke 
not  now  of  his  great  military  services,  but 
of  services  of  a  different  kind — he  pro- 
ceeded: I  have  little  more  to  say,  after 
havinp^  fulfilled  the  purpose  for  which  I 
had  risen — the  attempt  to  set  myself  right 
with  the  House  and  with  the  country  as  to 
the  part  I  have  taken  upon  this  subject ; 
and,  what  is  more  important,  to  vindicate 
the  character  and  uphdd  the  propriety  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  majority  of  this  House* 
I  support  the  bill  now  before  us,  as  I  do 
not  apprehend  it  will  be  detrimental  to  the 
agricultural  interests;  but,  should  any 
such  bill,  in  the  ensuing  session,  be  pre-* 
seated  to  us,  I  do  trust  we  shall  resist  it 
with  moderation,  with  discretion,  but  at 
tbe  same  time  with  firmness ;  not  for  the 
sake  of  the  agricultural  interests,  but  for 
the  sake  of  those  interests  that  are  bound 
up  with  and  inseparable  from  them.  It 
may  be  that  for  the  agricultural  interest^ 
I  entertain  a  partiality  of  which  I  am  not 
conscious,  but  to  which,  from  my  situation, 
I  acknowledge  I  am  liable  to  entertain. 
However  that  may  be»  I  do  believe  that  in 
the  landed  interest  is  to  be  found,  more 
than  in  any  other,  the  foundation  of  the 
strength  of  tne  constitution  of  this  country ; 
and,  therefore,  to  that  interest,  more  than 
to  any  other,.is  it  the  interest  and  the  duty 
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of  thfas  House  to  extend  due  and  fair  pro- 
tection ;  for^  beyond  this,  Qod  forbid  that 
any  interest  should  either  expect  or  obtain 
any  protection  whatever!  I  maintain, 
that  it  is  due  to  that  interest  that  this 
country  should  render  itself  as  independent 
as  possible  of  foreign  supplies  in  com ; 
and  that  to  all  interests  of  the  community, 
and  to  none  more  than  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing,  is  it  essential  that  as 
much  of  the  land  of  this  country  as  is 
capable  of  it,  should  be  brought  into  cuU 
tiYation.  These  principles  I  maintain, 
i«gardless  that  for  maintaining  them  it 
may  be  unjustly  imputed  to  me,  that  I 
uphold  the  interests  of  the  rich  to  ihe 
sacrifice  of  those  of  the  poor.  The  most 
eager  advocate  of  liberal  principles  cannot 
shake  the  soundness  of  those  principles, 
%hich  were  so  admirably  enforced  m  a 
letter,  the  writer  of  which,  I  trust,  still 
maintains  them.  **  If  (said  that  writer) 
they  effect  the  throwing  open  our  ports  to 
a  free  trade  in  com,  the  consequence  will 
be  that  of  throwing  a  great  part  of  our 
land  out  of  cultivation,  and  risking  all  the 
inconyanience  of  sudden  changes  and  con- 
vulsions in  our  relation  with  foreign 
countries:  though,  for  a  time,  we  may 
hate  cheap  com,  yet,  upon  the  long  mn, 
the  price  of  this  first  necessary  of  life  will 
mcrease,  and  the  profit,  as  well  as  the 
power,  of  supplying  us  as  they  please,  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.^  The  mainte- 
nance of  such  sentiments  is  not  at  variance 
with  popular  rights,  but  essential  for 
public  prosperity.  Popular  rights  I  have 
ever  upheld,  whenever  and  by  whomsoever 
diey  were  assailed. .  I  have  made  some 
sacrifices  for  them.  I  am  ready  to  make 
more.  At  the  same  time,  when  I  have 
met  wild  and  extravagant  claims  and 
doctnnes  under  the  name  of  popular 
rights,  1  have  not  flmched  from  the  obloquy 
to  which  an  opposition  to  them  may  have 
exposed  me.  To  that  obloquy  I  am  as 
ready  again  to  expose  myself,  as  I  am  to 
endeavour  to  retrieve  the  constitution  from 
those  invasions  which  I  have  considered 
as  most  dangerous  to  popular  security. 
But  at  the  same  time  that  we  should  be 
anxious  to  upholdthedignity  of  the  Crown, 
and  to  protect  the  just  rights  of  the  people, 
we  should  remember  that  we,  as  well  as 
they,  have  rights  and  privileges  given  to 
us,  not  so  much  for  our  benefit  as  for 
*  #heirs ;  that  we  are  an  intermediate  body, 
farming  a  link  of  connexion  between  both, 
ted  standing  as  a  barrier  to  resist  the 
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entroachments  of  one  upon  the  rig^tB  0^ 
the  other.  These  respective  ri^ts,  iiv 
their  legitimate  exercise,  I  am  anziouv 
that  all  lAionhl  enjoy.  Animated  by  these 
motives,  and  acting  upon  these  prtDciples, 
I  hope  we  shall  all  come  to  the  cuspassien* 
ate  consideration  of  this  importantquestion 
in  the  ensuing  session,  and  trust  that  it 
may  be  settled  on  a  basis,  which  shall  give 
general  and  permanent  satbfaction. 

Lord  Ooderich  wished  to  be  allowed  to 
make  one  observation  with  respect  to  an 
expression  which  fell  from  the  noble  earii 
The  noble  lord,  in  alluding  to  the  tone  iif 
which  the  motion  had  been  brought  before 
the  House,  said  that  it  conveyed  some- 
thing of  an  apology.  He  must  take  leave 
to  tell  their  lordships  and  the  noble  earf, 
that  he  made  no  apology.  He  made  no 
I  apology,  because  he  did  not  think  there 
had  l^en  any  offence.  If,  however,  theh^ 
lordships  should  ever  find  him  deviating 
from  tnat  course  of  duty  and  respect, 
which  he  was  equally  bound  as  a  peer  and 
as  a  member  of  his  majestVs  government 
to  observe  towards  their  lordships,  then 
they  would  be  entitled  to  call  upon  hitii 
for  an  apology,  and  then  it  would  be  his 
duty  to  make  that  apology.  In  this  case^ 
he  repeated,  he  made  no  apology ;  because; 
wheuier  the  measure  which  he  proposed 
might  prove  right  or  tum  out  to  be  wronr^ 
it  was  his  duty  to  brin^  it  before  their 
lordships ;  and  he  claimed  the  privilege  of 
maintaining  h»  opinions  and  his  measures 
with  the  same  earnestness  as  the  nobte 
earl  or  any  other  member  of  their  lordsfa^* 
House. 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  did  not  intend  to 
offend  the  noble  viscount  by  the  use  of 
the  word  *apoIogy.  Perhaps  he  ought 
rather  to  have  said  the  noble  viscount 
made  an  apologetic  explanation ;  for  such 
it  mieht  be  called.  He  repeated;  however, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  use  the  expression 
in  any  way  which  the  noble  viscount  might 
deem  offensive;  and  although  he  was  not 
a  person  fn  the  habit  of  retracting  what  he 
had  once  uttered  on  such  occasions,  yet 
he  would  say,  that  if  any  expr^on 
which  fell  from  him  had  offended  the  noble 
viscount,  he  was  sorry  he  bad  used  it. 

Lord  Ooderich, — I  have  not  a  word 
more  to  say. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. — Lord 
God^rich  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  readmg  of  the  Com  Averages 
bill.  The  noble  viscount  introduced  a 
clause,  ghring  his  majesty,  by  unorder  in 


tSOB       HOUSE  OP  LOADS. 

oouncily  permission  to  take  fiverages  at 
oertain  towns  in  the  kingdom.  This  clause 
was  proposed,  in  lieu  of  the  one  whwh  had 
been  lost  bj  the  singular  divisions  which 
had  taken  place  on  Friday.  The  clause 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  passed. 
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Tuesday^  June  26. 

Foreign  Office.]  The  Marquis  of 
Londonderry  said,  he  was  anxious,  if  not 
inconvenient  to  the  House,,  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  respect- 
ing the  papers  on  their  lordships'  table, 
which  he  had  moved  for,  relative  to  the 
Foreign  Office*  In  making  these  obser- 
vations, he  felt  great  diffidence  and  some 
reluctance;  for  it  would  give  him  great 
pain  if  it  were  supposed  that  he  had  been 
induced  by  personal  motives  to  make  any 
observations  on  those  papers.  He  also 
felt  great  reluctance  in  bringing  forward 
this  aSair,  because  circumstances  had  in- 
duced his  noble  friends,  who  had  given 
notices  of  motions  in  a  substantive  ionn« 
to  abstain  from  pressing  them  forward. 
Stilly  though  he  felt  much  reluctance  in 
pursuing  the  course  he  was  about  to  fol- 
low^ he  did  not  shrink  from  doing  so,  be- 
cause his  noble  friend  opposite  had  inti- 
mated, that  touching  upon  these  matters 
in  no  specific  form  was  something  like 
faction.  Faction  was  a  school  he  had 
never  been  brought  up  in ;  and  he  trusted 
that  he  never  shouU  be  guilty  of  faction. 
Whatever  he  might  have  to  urge  in  their 
kide^ips'  House,  he  should  always  state 
openly  and  distmctly.  The  government 
had  been  formed  by  manoeuvre  and  in- 
trigue, and  fostered  %  delusion^  and  could 
not  stand.  That  was  his  firm  opinion. 
He  wished  his  noble  friends  had  gone  on 
with  the  motions  of  which  they  had  given 
notice.  The  sense  of  the  House  would 
then  have  been  long  ago  taken  on  them, 
in  such  a  way  as  would  have  placed  the 
noble  lords  opposite  in  such  a  state  of 
embarrassment  as  would  have  made  it 
difficult  for  them  to  extricate  themselves 
from.  He  thought  the  eovemment  was 
formed  without  any  principle  at  alL  The 
noble  lord  opposite  had  said,  that  they 
should  be  the  basest  of  all  men  if  they  did 
not  act  on  the  principles  of  lord  Liver* 
pooL  A  noble  lord,  who  had  great 
weight,  had  said,  that  the  government  was 
not  formed  on  the  principles  of  lord  Liver- 
pool, and  he  must  tberetore  in&r  that  the 
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government  was  formed  on  no  principle 
whatever.    Fortunately  (br  the  noble  lords, 
they  had  nearly  arrived  at  the  close  of  the 
session.     He  would  now  refer  to  the  re- 
turns from  the  Foreign  Office.    The  esta- 
blishment at  home   remained  much  the 
same  as  before ;  bat  with  respect  to  that 
abroad,  he  would  state  the  totals  in  round 
numbers.    The  total  expenditure  of  that 
office  in  1822  amounted  to  241,255/.;  in 
1826,  to  285,827/.;  making  an  increase 
of  44,582/. ;  which,  after  admitting  the 
allowance  for  consuls,  which  was  formerly 
about  28,176/.,  making  a  clear  excess  of 
upwards  of  16,406/.    That  was  certainly 
not  a  very  g^at  sum ;  but  let  their  lord- 
ships look  at  the  immense  increase  of  pa- 
tronage in  the  Foreign  Office.    Hie  whole 
expense  in  1822  amounted  to  241,255/.; 
in  1826,  372,439/.,  making  an  increase  of 
131,934/.--The  second  return  was  that  of 
the  appointments  by  the  Foreign  Office ; 
by  which  it  seemed  that;  to  the  new  states' 
of  America  there  were  three  new  envoys 
extraordinary,    twenty-five   consuls  and 
vice-consuls;   besides  fourteen  new  con- 
sular appointments  in  France  and  other 
European  states,  making  altogetherthirty- 
nine  new  consular  and  vice-consular  ap- 
pointmeiAa. — ^The    next  return  was  the 
account  of  secret  service  money.    By  the 
return  it  appearec),  that  the  secret  service 
money  in  1822,  and  the  preceding  years, 
never  exceeded  30,000/.,  excepting  one 
year,  which  might  be  easily  accounted  for ; 
but  from  1822,  down  to  >the  present  pe- 
riod, it  had  been  gradually  increasing,  un- 
til last  year  it  amounted  to  58,000/.    The 
sum  of  35,000/.  was.  spent  at  home,  and 
23,000/.  abroad.     Now,  without  question- 
ing the  honour  or  oath  of  any  one,  he 
must  consider  the  expenditure  of  35,000/. 
at  home  a  most  lavish  and  monstrous  ex- 
pense.   He  did  not  doubt  the  fact  of  its 
oeing  expended ;   but  he  questioned  the 
judgment  of  those  who  had  the  disposal 
of  it.    Their  lordships,  however,  had  heard 
a  nobk  friend  of  his,  on  a  former  day, 
state,  that  he  had  never  known  such  ex- 
actness in  the  disposal  of  secret  service 
money  as  during  the  time  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman;  and  they  had  heard  a  eulo- 
gium  on  his  merits,  that  he  had  never 
expended  a  shilling  without  receiving  a 
qmd  pro  quo  for  it.    He  did  not  know 
how  that  might  be,  but  he  did  hope  that 
foreign  secretaries  did  get  a  quid  pro  ^o^ 
for  their  money  at  home.    He  was  anxioua 
I  to  know  what  had  been  received  for  it,  for 
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he  m»  at  a  Ion  to  know  how  35,0001. 
could  be  90  expeuded:  peihaps,  to  be 
8ure»  the  SpaniBh  Liberals  had  been  sab- 
aisted  on  it.  It  was  clear  that  the  expen- 
diture of  the  last  four  years  had  exceeded 
the  preceding  four  years  by  15,000/. — 
The  next  return  was  the  Foreign  Office 
building  and  furniture  account,  amount'* 
ing  to  42,147/. ;  one  item  for  furniture 
amounted  to  8,000/. ;  a  sum  that  he  con- 
sidered enormous.  He  thought  that  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  entitled  to  an 
ei|)ettditure  of  8,000/.  for  furniture  alone, 
that  other  great  officers  of  state  were 
equally  enttUed  to  a  similar  sum.  He 
thought  that  they  ought  not  to  oliject  toa 
large  grant  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  when 
•ach  sums  had  been  granted  to  other  in- 
dividuals. It  appeared  singular  to  him, 
that  these  Tarious  items  had  come  up  to 
them  without ,  any  observation ;  but  he 
could  only  account  for  that,  by  reading  an 
account  of  the  way  in  which  the  speech 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
received  in  another  place;  by  which  it 
would  appear,  that  he  had  obtained  such 
a  dominion  over  the  minds  of  certain  in- 
dividuals, as  to  prevent  any  animadversion 
on  such  expenditure. — ^The  next  return- 
was  that  of  the  pensions  to  foreign  minis- 
ters, on  which  there  was  an  increase  of 
about  5,000/.  With  regard  to  this  re^ 
turn,  he  must  state  a  case  with  respect  to 
himself,  which,  under  any  other  circnm- 
etaoees,  he  should  have  heien  unwilling  to 
mention;  but  he  must  distinctly  say,  9iat 
he  had  been  personally  injurra  with  re- 
spect to  this  particular  return  of  the  Fo- 
reign Office.  The  right  hon.  Secretary 
had  mwecessarily  or  wantonly  brought 
forward  charges  against  him  which  he  felt 
himself  bound  to  repel  and  deny.  For  that 
purpose  he  had  entered  into  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  noble  lord  opposite ;  and  if 
tiie  noble  lord  chose  to  give  that  corres- 
pondence to  the  public,  or  to  disclose  it 
in  any  other  shape,  he  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  it,  and  by  that  correspondence 
he  would  be  judged.  The  result  of  the 
whole  of  these  returns  was,— that  in  1822, 
the  expenditure  of  the  foreign  establish- 
ment abroad  amounted  to  241,245/.,  which, 
together  with  the  pension  list,  taken  at 
30,000/.  and  other  items,  made  a  total  of 
324,362/. ;  while,  in  1826,  it  had  increased 
to  327,439/. ;  aclded  to  which  the  pension 
list  of  58,447/.,  the  building  and  furniture 
account  of  43,147/.  withsomeother  items, 
piodttced  a  total  of  531,836/.,  making  an 


Increase  of  207,524/. ;  which,  after  everjr 
possible  allowance  for  the  new  states  of 
America,  showed  an  increase  of  expendi- 
ture of  about  70,000/.,  during  the  hut 
year.  He  wished  these  facts  to  be  known. 
He  was  sure  the  noble  lord  would  have  no 
objection  to  their  being  made  public ;  as 
he  was,  no  doubt,  anxious  that  a  true 
statement  should  appear  of  the  state  of 
that  office,  the  patronage  of  which  far  ex- 
ceeded any  thing  that  the  noble  lord's 
predecessors  had  enjoyed. 

Lord  Dudley  and  Ward. — Do  you  in- 
tend to  make  any  motion  on  the  subject  ? 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry, — None. 

Lord  Dudley  and  Ward  said,  he  thought 
the  noble  marquis  had  adopted  a  most  ex- 
traordinary course,  after  he  had  called 
for  papers  which  had  been  laid  upon  the 
table  a  considerable  time. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry.^^The  last 
only  yesterday. 

Lora  Dudley  and  Ward  resumed.  The 
noble  lord,  after  much  note  of  preparation, 
had  come  down  to  the  House  to  make  a 
desultory  speech,  inculpating  a  particular 
department  of  his  majesty's  government, 
without  giving  any  public  notice,  and 
without  ending  with  any  specific  proposi. 
tion.  He  felt  diat,  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  was  not  justified  in  giring  any 
answer  to  what  he  must  say  (without  in- 
tending any  offisnce  to  the  noble  marquis) 
must  be  considered,  according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  pariiament,  unfiur  remarks.  Their 
lordships  would  remember,  that  when  the 
papers  to  which  the  noble  marquis  alluded 
were  asked  for,  they  were  moved  for  with 
considerable  pomp,  as  if  some  delusion 
had  been  practised — as  if  they  were  to 
prefiiee  some  important  motion — and  as  if 
some  great  discovery  had  been  made.  The 
noble  lord  said,  he  wished  to  place  before 
parliament  and  the  country  an  account  of 
the  vast  patronage  of  the  Foreign-office, 
and  to  contrast  the  expenses  of  that  de- 
partment of  the  government  in  the  years 
1 822  and  1 826 ;  that  was,  speaking  plamly, 
to  contrast  the  expenses  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  late  marquis  of  Londonderry 
with  that  of  Mr.  Canning.  The  papers 
which  the  noble  marquis  moved  for  had 
been  produced  ;  and  what  was  the  resuk 
after  all?  Why,  it  appeared  that  there 
had  been  hardly  any  increase  of  expendi- 
ture in  the  Foreign-office,  except  that 
which  was  satisfactorily  aoeounted  for  by 
the  increased  expense  m  the  consular  de- 
partmentT-an  arrangenoent  that  had  re- 
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cemd'tbe  saocUon  of  the  iate  narqnki  of  j  eke  First  Lord  of  tba  Ticaauiy.    If  he 


Loodonderry,  though  not  effected  durine 
his  administration ;  the  principle  of  which 
wasy  that  salaries  should  be  substituted  for 
fees.    Their  lordships  were  also  aware  of 
ihe  increase  in  the  consular  department — 
an  inccease  at  which  all  parties  must  re* 
joice,  when  it  was  remembered^  that  it 
aroee  from  our  extended  commerce  and  in- 
creased intercourse  with  foreign    states. 
He  alluded  jto  the  expense  of  our  missions 
to  South  America— -details  which  would 
be  sufficiently  established  and  explained 
by  documents  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  other  House.    Another  point 
to  which  the  noble  marquis  had  adverted 
was  the  expense  of  the  house  in  Downing- 
street.    That  House  had  been  purchaa^ 
for  the  Foreign  Secretary  at  an  expense  of 
ISyOOOZ., — ^a  large  sum  of  money  ne  must 
admit;  but  if  secretaries  of  state  were  to 
have  official  residences  provided  for  them 
at  ally  they  should  be  in  scnne  degree  suited 
to  the  station  of  those  who  were  to  occupy 
them ;  and  as  to  the  house  in  qjuestion,  ne 
would  maintain,  that  it  was  not  equal  to 
the  houses  in  which  secretaries  of  state  of 
other  countries  were  lodged,  nor  to  those 
pf  foreign  ambassadors,  and  was  not  for 
fL  moment  to  be  compared  with  the  p^ace 
in  whidi  the  noble  maiquis  had  resided  at 
Vienna.: — ^Another  topic  to  which  the  noble 
marquis  had  adverted,  and  challenged  him 
to  lay  the  particulais  before  the  House, 
he  must  also  mention.    He  had  understood 
the  noble  marquis  to  say,  he  had  been  ca-^ 
lumniated  and  injured  by  the  returns  from 
the  foreign-office.     He  nad  alhided  to  a 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place  on 
the  sumect  of  a  pension  to  wluch  he  oon-* 
ceived  he  was  entitled  for  his  diplomatic 
services ;  and  had  said,  that  if  he  (lord 
Dudley)  would  lay  the  papers  before  the 
House  and  the  puUic,  he  would  be  judged 
by  them.    He  must  decline  adopting  ^at 
coarse,  but  the  history  of  the  transaction 
he  would  briefly  state.    The  noUe  mar- 
quis made  an  application  on  this  subject, 
py  letter,  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
'—a  gentleman  who  had  long  filled  that 
office,  Mr.   Planta,  stating  the  grounds 
which,  in  his  own  opinion,  entitled  him  to 
a  pension.    The  letter  thus  written  was, 
of  course,  handed  to  the  Secretary  for  Fo- 
reign Affidrs,  who,  not  wishiae  to  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  deciding 
on  such^  an  application,  or  of  setting  a 
value  on  the  services  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis, tcanamitted  it  to  lord  Liveipooli  then 


mistook  not,  the  application  was  renewed  { 
and  then  it  was  that  lord  Liverpool  shortly 
after  returned  the  letter  to  the  Foieign- 
office,  in  which  he  had  made  the  reoMtik 
in  pencil,  which  had  been  communicated 
to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  it 
newspaper. 

The  Marquis  of  JLondonderry.  •— The 
noble  lord  had  better  say  "  tlmMigh  the 
medium  of  the  Foreign-office." 

Lord  Dudley  wd  Ward.  —  The  noble 
marquis  said,  it  had  been  made  puUie 
through  the  Foreign-office.  He  should 
like  to  know  how  the  noble  maiquis  could 
know  it  without  a  most  scandalous  breaeh 
of  trust — a  most  scandalous  breach  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  some  person  in  that  ofl|oe 
[hear,  hear].  He  would  repeat — liow 
could  the  noble  marquis  have  known  kt, 
hot  through,  a  most  scandalous  breach  of 
duty  on  the  part  of  that  person  from 
whom  the  noble  marquis  had  derived  his  n^ 
formation?  Ob  the  noble  marquis's ap* 
plication,  lord  Liveipool  had  written,  in 
pencil,  the  words — *<  This  is  too  bad.^ 
And  he  had  seen  them  himself.  These 
was  no  breach  of  oonfidenee  in  stating  this; 
he  had  no  motive  in  so  doing ;  but  when 
he  was  told,  that  the  noble  marquis  had 
been  calumniated  by  the  retains  ftomthe 
Foreign-office,  he  could  not  alkm  noble 
lords  to  go  away  under  the  impiessiottv 
that  something  very  unjust  had  been  done 
to  the  noble  marquis.  Now,  with  respect 
to  the  breach  of  confidence,  as  it  had  beeo 
tenned,  although  the  fact  must  have  come 
from  the  Foreign-office,  yet  he  protested 
he  had  no  knowledge  by  what  means,  or 
through  what  channels,  it  had  reached  the 
newspapers.  He  was  now  only  speaking 
of  the  transaction,  as  an  instance  of  ex« 
traordinary  breach  of  confidence  on  the 
part  of  the  individual  through  whom  the 
knowledge  of  it  had  escaped  to  the  pub-* 
lie.  He  did  not  want  to  bring  any  cea-* 
sure  on  the  noble  marquis :  the  transactioo 
itself  was  one  upon  which  he  wished  to  be 
understood  as  expressing  ^opinion  what« 
ever.  The  noble  marquis  had  adopted  a 
course  which  he  thought  was  suggested  by 
his  duty^.  How  far  he  was  i^t  in  so 
thinking,  it  waa  not  for  him  to  say.  He 
was  bound  to  suppose  that  the  noble  mar* 
quis  had  acted  unoer  a  conscientioos  sense 
of  duty ;  and  he  was  not  attempting  to 
draw  down  any  censure  upon  the  con- 
duct he  had  thought  proper  to  pursue* 
The  observatwna  of  the  noUe  marquis» 
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ai»t  folloiffd  ^>  by  any  raolioii^  were  so  | 
irregeler  and  of  such  a  natare,  thai  he 
did  not  feel  himself  called  on  to  go  through 
Ihem  in  detail.  The  motion,  however, 
which  had  been  made  by  the  noble  mar- 
qniB— with  what  object  he  would  not  tay, 
beoause  it  was  not  pailiamentary  to  im- 
pute motives — had  certainly  been  made 
with  a  tendency  to  throw  cenanie  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
bad  lately  been  HSb  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foieign  Affairs^  but  whose  great  crime 
waSy  that  he  now  filled  the  chief  seat  in 
liiB  majert y's  councils.  It  had  been  made 
with  a  hope— a  vain  hope— of  fixing  a 
charge  of  prodigality  upon  that  right  hon, 
gentieman.  Now,  when  he  had  heard 
that  charge  of  prodigality  preferred  against 
bis  right  hon.  friend^  he  had  thought  it 
right  to  make  some  inquiry  into  the  sab* 
jeet,  and  he  found  that,  during  the  penod 
of  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  for  which 
the  ri^t  hon.  gentleman  had  been  in  the 
service  of  the  country,  and  to  which  ser- 
vice he  had  brought  no  alight  shaie  of 
ability  and  industry,  he  had  received  of  the 
public  money,  a  sum  of  between  60,000/* 
fmd  70,0002.,  fov  his  services*  On  the 
other  hand,  he  believed  that  the  noUe 
tnarqnis  had  been  in  the  {mblic  service 
about  ten  years ;  and  for  his  services  in 
that  period,  he  had  xeceived  of  the  public 
money  160,000/.  pond  cheers].  He  beg* 
ged  not  to  be  nnidentood  as  casting  any 
imputation  upon  the  noble  marquis  in 
stating  this  fiust.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  his  services  were  not  cheaply  pur- 
diased ;  because  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  them,  and  was  therefore  incapable  of 
pronouncing  a  judgment  upon  them 
[cheers].  But,  when  an  attempt  was 
made  to  fix  upon  his  right  hon.  friend,  by 
isiplication,  a  charge  of  prodigality,  hie 
eouldnothdpthmking,thatnewasboundto 
state  these  circumstances  to  their  lordships, 
in  order  that  the  public  might  judge  be* 
tween  his  right  hem.  friend  and  the  noble 
narquis,  and  say  whose  services  had  been 
most  valuable  to  the  conntry,  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  remuneration  which  they  had 
received  for  them.  The  noUe  marquis 
had  made  some  other  observations;  but  as 
he  considered  them  wh<dly  irregular,  and 
as  there  was  no  proposition  before  the 
House,  he  would  not  occupy  any  mors  of 
•their  lordships  time  in  replying  to  them. 

The  Maiquis  of  LondoMisrry  hoped  that 
he  should  be  excused  (or  again  trespassing 
«p<m  their  brdshipsi  after  the  extraor* 


dinary  mode  of  answering  hia  observationa 
adopted  by  the  noble  lord.  He  had  al* 
luded  to  the  amount  of  certain  sums  of 
public  expenditure,  as  appeared  on  the 
face  of  the  papers  on  their  lordships'  table ; 
and  in  ref^y  to  this,  the  noble  lord  had 
thought  proper  to  go  into  a  defence  of  a 
personal  accusation  with  respect  to  a  trans* 
action  with  which  it  had  nothing  to  do. 
Since  the  noble  lord,  however,  had  thought 
proper  to  mention  that  transaction,  he 
should  not  have  contented  himsdf  with 
stating  only  a  part  of  it.  He  called  upon 
him  to  state  the  truth,  the  ^ole  truth,  and 
nothing  bat  the  truth ;  instead  of  which, 
he  had  given  their  lordships  a  partial  and 
garbled  statement.  Now,  he  would  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  upoo 
this  subject  further  than  to  read  to  their 
lordships  a  letter  that  he  had  written  to  the 
noble  lord,  ykbich  would  show  what  the 
veal  &cts  of  the  case  were.  The  noble 
marquis  •here  read  the  following  letter : — 
'<  Hddemes^Uome,  May  U,  1827. 

*'  My  dear  Lord, — Having  Just  read  in 
'The Times'  newqnper of  tohdaj a  libel 
upon  my  cbaraoter,  in  which  it  is  steted^ 
that  upon  an  application  of  mine  for  a 
pensbn,  out  of  the  piescribed  form,  lord 
Liverpool  had  himself  endorsed  these  words 
— ^^This  is  too  bad' — ^I  feel  persuaded 
that  yott  will  inform  me  whether,  in  vour 
opinion,  it  be  possible  that,  accidentally  or 
otherwise,  the  office  over  which  you  prs* 
side  can  have  been  aocesaory  to  such  a 
statement.  If  the  fiict  be  true,  it  will 
show  that  confidential  or  official  documente 
are  communicated  for  indirect  purposes  of 
personal  attack,  not  where  they  can  be 
met  and  answered,  but  by  throwing  them 
into  anonymous  channels.  Whatever  may 
be  the  character  given  of  my  proceedings 
in  parliament,  I  disclaim  any  thing  bat 
being  direct  and  open  against  public  men 
and  public  measures,  mid  I  aespise  any 
oth^  mode  too  much  to  have  recourse  to 
it. 

'*  I  request,  therefore,  before  I  take  any 
further  steps,  that  you  will  have  the  goodU- 
ness  to  favour  me  with  an  answer  to  the 
quere  I  have  made,  and  that  yon  will  fiir* 
ward  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  copies  of  all 
the  correspondence  relating  to  my  applica- 
tion for  ue  pension,  together  widi  Mr. 
Canning^s  letter,  as  to  my  services,  on  my 
rMgnation  of  the  Vienna  Embassy. 

(Signed)    **  V an  x  Lovno v  onnET." 

The  answer  of  the  noble  lord  opposite 
wasa  complete  denial;  and  he  consequently 
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thought  tht  thing  at  an  end.  In  eight  or 
ten  days  afterwards,  however,  he  received 
a  letter  from  the  noble  lord,  saving  that 
since  his  former  letter,  he  had  discovered 
that  the  pencil-mark  alluded  to  did  actually 
exist  Upon  receipt  of  that  communica- 
tion he  wrote  to  the  noble  lord  as  fol- 
lows:— 

**  Holdeme98''H<m8e,  May  23. 
"  My  Lord, — My  absence  at  Chiswick 
until  a  late  hour  last  night,  prevented  my 
answering  your  lordship's  letter  sooner. 
As  it  now  appears  that  a  private  and  con- 
fidential remark  of  lord  LiverpooFs,  arising 
out  of  my  private  communication  to  Mr. 
Planta,  on  my  resignation  of  the  Vienna 
embassy  (of  the  existence  of  which,  or  any 
thing  like  it,  I  never  could  have  the  least 
intimation),  has,  after  a  lapse  of  six  or 
seven  years,  been  anonymously  conveyed 
to  the  public  from  the  Foreign-office,  and 
has  now  been  for  the  first  time,  officially 
communicated  to  me,  I  think  it  necessary 
for  me  to  place  all  indirect  attacks  at  de- 
fiance, and  to  show — 1st,  From  the  records 
in  the  Foreign-office,  that  all  the  diplo- 
matic servants  of  tiie  Crown  received 
pensions,  with  the  exception  of  myself, 
who  gave  up  to  lord  Liverpool's  nomination 
a  military  government  of  600/.  a  year  for 
life,  without  any  equivalent,  in  1821,  the 
year  preceding  my  retirement  from  the 
Vienna  embassy;  2nd,  To  show  the  es- 
timation in  which  my  humble  services, 
military  and  diplomatic,  were  held  by  my 
Boverrign  and  superiors,  during  thirty  years' 
service,  and  especially  during  the  period 
I  held  the  situation  of  his  majesty's 
fltmbassador  at  Vienna. 

(Signed)  "  Vane  Lokdokderut." 
?^ow,  what  he  complained  of  was,  that  an 
anonymous  publication  of  this  description 
should  go  forth,  for  the  purpose  of  injuring 
his  character,  after  the  lapse  of  time  which 
he  had  mentioned.  With  respect  to  the 
noble  lord,  he  felt  obliged  to  him  for  the 
kindness  he  had  shown  him  in  bringing  for- 
ward this  subject  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  was  desirous,  however,  that  the  whole 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place 
upon  it  should  be  shown  to  the  public ; 
for  there  was  no  act  of  his  life,  either 
public  or  private,  of  which  he  had  ever 
felt  ashameid. 

« 
Disbbkters'Maubiaoes  Bill.]  The 

Marquis  of  Lamdown^  in  moving  that  the 

House  should^go  into  a  committee  on  this 

bill,  said  he  wished  to  avail  himself  of  that 
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opportunity  to  make  some  oSaermtions  'oer 
the  bill.  But  befbre  he  entered  upon  those 
observations,  he  must  remark  upon  the  ir-> 
regular  discussion  which  had  just  gone  by ; 
not  for  the  purpose  of  adding  anything  to' 
what  had  been  said  upon  that  subject,  but 
in  illustration  of  the  inconvenience  of 
entering  upon  the  discussion  of  subjects^ 
of  which  notice  had  not  been  previoudy 
given.  He  adverted  to  this  inconvenience, 
as  it  had  deprived  him  of  the  advantage  of 
the  support  of  the  right  reverend  prelate  at 
the  head  of  the  church,  who  had  attended 
that  evening  for  the  express  purpose  of 
supporting  this  bfll,  but  who  was  prevented 
from  remaining  in  the  House,  by  the  state 
of  his  health.  Their  lordships,  who  re- 
membered the  sentiments  of  ^at  right 
rev.  prelate  on  a  former  occasion,  would 
beat  testimony  to  the  spirit  of  toleration, 
which  he  hoped  would  always  charac^riae 
the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church,  and 
by  which  he  was  paiticukriy  anxious  to  see 
the  heads  of  that  church  distinguislied; 
He  was  instructed  by  that  right  rev.  pre- 
late, to  say,  that  his  sentiments  remained 
unaltered  upon  this  suligect.  Bilbcontain- 
ingprovisien  for  the  relief  of  the  Dissenten, 
had  been  two  or  three  times  sent  up  to  that 
House  from  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
rejected  by  their  lordships;  but  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  a  very  general  feeling 
prevailed  amongst  those  who  had  fonnerly 
opposed  those  bills,  to  give  some  relief  to 
the  Dissenters ;  and  he  believed  he  might 
even  say,  that  the  right  rev.  prelates  had  ex- 
pressed an  anxiety  to  adopt  some  measure,' 
by  which  the  Dissenters  might  be  freed 
from  the  necessity  of  giving  utterance,  as 
a  mere  matter  of  form,  to  sentiments  which 
they  entertained  not  at  heurt ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  avoid  that  scandal  to  the 
church,  which  resulted  from  having  its 
creed  and  its  ceremonies  prostituted  by 
the  calling  upon  Dissenters,  for  temporary 
purposes,  to  give  a  feigned  assent  to  doc- 
trines which  they  declared  they  did  not 
believe.  That  was  the  situation  of  the 
Church,  and  the  evil  from  which  the  right 
rev.  prelate  and  other  members  of  the 
ecclesiastiicral  body  wished  to  be  relieved; 
and,  he  confessed,  it  was  beyond  his  power 
to  conceive,  how  those  persons  who  at- 
tached impcNtance  to  the  aue  observance  of 
theforms  and  doctrines  of  the  church,  could 
wish  to  continue  a  state  of  things,  under 
which  those  ceremonies  were  used  for  the 
purposes  of  extorting  a  consent,  intended  to 
evade,  and  not  to  fidfil,  Uie  purposes  of  the 
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ite.  Under  the  stroQg  ifflprepon 
of  the  scandal  which  the  law,  as  it  stood  at 
present,  brought  upoii  the  church,  he 
could  not  but  express  a  hope,  that  their 
lordships  would  do  something  to  meet  the 
difficulties  which  presentea  themselves. 
Different  modes  of  meeting  these  diffi- 
culties had  been  sugg^ted  at  different 
times.  A  noble  earl,  lately  at  the  head  of 
his  majesty's  government  (lord  Liverpool), 
and  who  felt  deeply  the  inconvenience 
which  resulted  from  the  state  of  the  laws 
affecting  the  Dissenters,  had  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  the  difficulty  might  be  best 
met  by  allowing  some  alteration  to  be 
made  m  the  service  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  the  right  rev.  prelates  thought 
otherwise,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to 
carry  that  suggestion  mto  execution. 
Different  plans  had  been  submitted  to 
their  lordships  and  rejected .  The  bill  now 
upder  consideration  attempted  to  reconcile,' 
as  far  as  possible,  the  jarring  opinions 
which  prevailed,  and  proposed  to  meet 
the  objections  which  had  been  made  at 
various  times  to  the  measures  which  came 
under  their  lordships'  attention.  Its  ob- 
jects were  two-fold — that  of  making  the 
ceremony  of  marri|ge  a  civil  security, 
combined  with  ^e  strongest  attention  to 
those  religious  ceremonies  by  which  it  was 
sanctioned.  In  this  country,  up  to  the 
26th  of  Geo.  the  2nd,  these  objects  had 
been  very  imperfectly  provided  for ;  but  an 
innovation  upon  the  existing  law,  com- 
monlycalledLord  Hardwicke's  Act,  then  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  At 
the  time  when  lord  Hardwicke  introduced 
that  measure,  it  became  necessary  to  ex- 
empt two  glasses  of  religiousbelievers  from 
its  operation — ^the  Jews  and  the  Quakers ; 
but  ne  apprehended  that  no  man  could 
contend,  that  this  exemption  was  intended 
to  fix  any  slur  upon  the  marriage  of  those 
persons,  or  to  declare  that  they  were  not 
perfectly  legal.  Some  insinuations  had, 
ne  knew,  been  thrown  out,  from  an 
authority  of  great  importance,  that  the 
marriage  of  those  opulent  and  industrious 
people,  the  Quakers — a  people  remarkable 
for  the  purity  of  their  lives,  and  the  extent 
of.  their  good  works — could  not  be  legally 
recognised;  but  he  apprehended,  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  upon  the  subject ; 
and  some  of  the  most  learned  lawyers 
.this  country  could  boast,  had  distinctly 
declared  their  opmion,  that  the  marria^ 
of  Quakers .  was  perfectly  legal.  Sir 
Matthew  Hale  baa  distii^ctly  given  bis 
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sanction  to  the  legality^of;  the  marriage  of 
.Quakers.  Burnet,  in  alluding  to  the  cir- 
cumstance gives  this  account  of  the  con- 
duct and  expressions  of  that  eminent  per*- 
son  on  the  occasion: — '^In  a  trial  that 
was  before  him,  when  a. Quaker  was  sued 
for  some  debts  owing  by  his  wife  before  he 
married  her,  and  the  Quaker's  counsel  pre- 
tended that  it  was  no  marriage  that  had 
passed  between  them,  since  it  was  not 
solemnised  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Church  of  England  ;  sir  Matthew  Hale  de- 
clared that  he  was  not  willing,  on  his  own 
opinion,  to  make  their  children  bastards, 
and  gave  directions  to  the  jury  to  find  it 
special,  which  they  did."  After  some  ob- 
servations upon  the  nature  of  the  case,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  parties,  the  learned 
Historian  goes  on  to  observe,  that  **  if  this ' 
judge  had  not  been  more  their  friend  than 
one  of  those  they  so  called,  their  pos- 
terity had  been  little  beholden  to  them. 
Bi4  he  governed  himself  indeed  by  the  law 
of  the  Gospel,  of  doing  to  others  what  he 
would  have  others  do  to  him ;  and  there- 
fore, because  he  would  have  thought  it  a 
hardship,  not  without  a  cruelty,  if,  amongst 
Papists,  all  marriages  were  nulled  which 
haa  not  been  made  with  all  the  ceremonies 
in  the  Roman  ritual ;  so  he,  applying  this 
to  the  case  of  the  Sectaries,  thought  all 
marriages  made  according  to  the  several 
persuasions  of  them,  oii^t  to  have  their 
effects  in  law."  The  noble  marquis,  after 
some  observations  upon  the  legality  of 
the  marriage  of  the  Quakers  being  thus 
clearly  proved,  proceeded  to  contend  that 
he  was  entitled  to  claim  the  same  right  for 
the  Unitarians,  and  expressed  a  hope, 
that  the  time  was  now  come  when  persons 
of  that  persuasion  should  no  longer  be  in- 
vited to  approach  the  altar  with  falsehoods 
in  their  mouths,  or  be  compelled  to  sub- 
scribe to  principles  which  they  could  not 
respect,  and  at  the  same  time  bring  into 
contempt  that  faith  which  others  •  hold 
sacred,  for  the  gratification  of  mere  secular 
and  civil  purposes.  Adverting  to  the 
clauses  of  the  bill,  the  noble  marquis  de- 
clared that  he  did  not  hold  himself  re- 
sponsible for  their  perfection ;  but  he  knew 
that  those  who  framed  them  had  the  as- 
sistance of  some  of  those,  whose  experience 
and  information  best  qualified  them  for 
the  task.  In  the  first  place, .  the  banns 
were  to  be  published  for  the  security  of 
the  public,  and  then  the  parties  were  to  go 
before  a  magistrate  and  procure  a  certifi- 
cate, that  Ui^y  had  compli^  with  certain 
2  Z 
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forms  specified  in  the  act ;  that  certificate 
was  then  to  be  carried  to  the  clegyman  for 
the  purpose  of  being  registered.  Some 
objections,  he  understood,  were  made  to 
imposition  of  this  duty  upon  the  clergy- 
man ;  but  he,  for  one,  thought  it  was  one 
of  those  inconveniences  which  could  not 
be, avoided.  The  Registry  act  had  been 
passed  in  the  time  of  William  the  3rd,  as 
a  tax,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  to 
carry  on  the  war  which  was  then  waged 
against  Louis  the  14th ;  but  so  beneficial 
had  it  since  been  found,  and  so  important 
was  it,  in  every  point  of  view,  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  public,  that  if  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  did  not  contain  a  clause 
to  make  that  registry  imperative,  he  could 
not  possibly  consent«to  give  it  his  support. 
The  registration  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant acts  of  a  man's  life  was,  in  every 
point  of  view,  of  such  infinite  importance, 
that  he  thought  the  bill  must  prove  ineffi- 
cient, unless  the  clergyman  was  cdled 
upon  to  register  the  certificate. 

The  Earl  of  Eldon  regretted  the  ab- 
sence of  the  right  reverend  prelate  on 
this  occasion,'  because  it  was  his  misfor- 
tune to  differ  with  him  in  the  view  which 
he  took  of  this  subject.  He  wished,  in 
the  first  place,  to  separate  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  every  thing 
which  had  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
Jews  and  the  Quakers.  In  his  opinion, 
the  state  of  the  Jews  had  no  possible  con- 
nection with  the  subject  before  their  lord- 
ships. It  might,  perhaps,  be  different 
with  regard  to  the  Quakers;  and  he  would 
here  take  leave  to  make  an  observation 
upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  mar- 
quis, when  he  spoke  of  a  doubt  having 
been  thrown  out  respecting  the  validity  of 
a  Quaker's  marriage.  If  that  doubt  re- 
lated to  any  thing  which  had  fallen  from 
him,  he  must  have  been  completely  xpis- 
understobd;  for  he  had  distinctly  given 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  marriage  was 
perfectly  valid.  He  was  the  more  anxious 
to  say  this,  because  he  was  aware  that 
doubts  might  have  been  raised,  from  the 
nature  of  the  law  on  that  subject  In 
1661,  they  would  find  that  the  result  of  a 
proceeding  at  law  admitted  the  validity  of 
such  marriages.  In  1730,  in  another  pro- 
ceeding at  conunon  law,  a  doubt  was  cast 
upon  the  leg^ity  of  a  Quaker  marriage, 
although  its  validity  was  afterwards  con- 
firmed upon  a  rehearing  of  the  cause. 
The  7tH  and  8th  of  William  and  Mary 
contain,  however,  a  clause  which  decides 
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the  question ;  and  by  which,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  taxation,  all  persons  living  to- 
gether are  held  as  Wrried  persons,  whe* 
ther  they  have  been  married  or  not  ac- 
cording to  the  established  forms.  With 
respect  to  the  marriages  of  Jews,  a  ques- 
tion arose  in  the  court  of  Chancery  as  to 
their  validity,  so  iKtety  as  the  time  when 
lord  Rosslyn  was  cnanceQor.  A  man 
claimed  a  legacy  as  due  to  him,  <m  the 
ground  of  its  having  been  lefl  to  a  person 
whom  he  called  his  wife.  The  persons 
were  a  Jew  and  a  Jewess,  and  the  ques- 
tion in  this  case  was  whether  the  legatee 
was  his  wife.  The  lord  Chancellor  direct- 
ed this  question  to  be  tried  by  the  Eccle* 
siastical  court,  and  the  case  came  on  be- 
fore the  present  lord  Stowell.  Lord  Stow- 
ell,  and  also  sir  W.  Wynn,  who  afterwards 
affirmed  the  judgment  of  lord  Stowell, 
expressed  their  surprise  that  this  cas6 
should  have  been  sent  to  the  court  of 
Chancery;  inasmuch  as  the  lord  Chan- 
cellor had  just  as  much  right  as  an  Eccle- 
siastical court  to  decide  incidentally  on 
the  validity  of  a  Jewish  marriage,  as  on 
that  of  a  foreign  marriage.  They  de- 
cided, however,  that  a  marriage  of  Jews 
was  to  be  considerec^  as  a  marriage  of  fo- 
reigners out  of  the  country.  Now,  the 
validity  of  a  foreign  marriage  must  be  de- 
cided by  the  lex  loci;  but  it  was  a  maxim 
of  law,  that  the  Jews,  who.  were  every 
where,  were  in  fact,  no  where.  As  the 
Jews,  therefore,  have  no  place  in  this 
country,  as  they  have  no  locality,  no  lex 
loci  can  appW  to  their  case ;  but  the  va- 
lidity of  then:  marriages  must*  be  deter- 
mined by  their  conformity  with  their  own 
peculiar  laws.  Whatever  the  legislature 
had  done  with  regard  to  the  marriages  of 
Jews  and  Quakers,  and  whatever  it  might 
be  disposed  to  do  with  regard  to  the  mar- 
riages of  Dissenters,  he  trusted  it  would 
never  assent  to  any  measure,  the  efiect  of 
which  would  be  to  degrade  the  Church  of 
England  in  the  public  estimation.  With 
respect  to  the  marriages  of  Quakers,  he 
was  certainly  of  opinion,  that  their  mar- 
riages might  be  considered  legal,  under 
the  exception  in  the  26th  Geoi^  2nd. 
But  let  their  lordships  consider  at  what 
period  of  the  session  it  was,  that  they  were 
called  upon  to  decide  this  most  important 
question.  He  had  eiven  the  greatest  at- 
tention to  this  bill ;  he  had  wei^ied  every 
sentence  and  line  in  it ;  but  he  found  it 
utterly  impossible  to  assent  to  the  passing 
of  it  without  a  great  numbes  of  aitesations. 
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Now  if,  labourini^  as  he  had  done,  wHh  a 
view  to  make  this  bill  better  than  it  ivaa, 
he  had  been  niiahte  to  accomplish  his  ob- 
jeot»  he  did  Uiink  that  no  time  or  labour 
their  lordships  could  bestow  upon  it  would 
enable  them  to  execute  their  work  as  it 
en^ht  to  be  executed.  Besides,  if  their 
lordships  introdnced  amendments,  the 
amendments  of  this  most  important  bill 
would  go  down  to  the  Commons  on  Fri* 
day,  and  on  that  very  evening  the  other 
House  must  decide  upon  the  propriety  of 
them ;  for  their  lord^ips  were  perfectly 
scwara  that  no  other  opportunity  would  be 
itforded  for  consftdering  them.  The  time, 
therefore,  at  which  this  measure  was 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  their 
hyrdships,  was  a  snffieient  ground  for  not 
liassing  it,  even  if  the  objections  to  it  wete 
leas  strong  than  he  believed  he  should  be 
4ble  to  satisfy  the  House  Uiey  were.— It 
had  been  ai^gued,  thai  it  was  but  just  to 
do  for  Dissenters  of  this  description  what 
the  legislature  had  done  for  Jews  and 
Quakers.  But  admitting  that  the  mar- 
riages of  Jews  and  Quakers  were  valid, 
under  the  exception  in  the  Marriage  act, 
he  begged  to  ask  their  lordships,  whether 
the  Church  of  En^and  had  eter  been  called 
ill  to  assist  in  those  marriages  ?  In  the  - 
time  of  the  Commonwealth,  when  men 
were  married,  as  it  was  now  proposed, 
before  justices  of  the  peace — ^a  measure 
adopted  for  the  express  purpose  of  de- 
graaing  the  clergy — ^the  clergj  were  called 
upon  to  aid  and  assist  in  their  own  degra- 
dation.  If  their  lordships  should  think  it 
^ght  to  do  that  for  Dissenters  generally 
which  had  been  ddne  for  Quakers,  let 
them  do  so  ;  but  then  they  must  do  more 
than  was  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  bill. 
He  begged  to  call  their  lordships'  atten- 
tion to  what  this  bill  did,  and  to  what  it 
did  not.  In  the  first  place,  he  should  be 
glad  to  know  who  the  persons  were  whom 
diis  bill  proposed  to  relieve  ?  What  an 
Unitarian  was  had  never  yet  been  ex- 
plained. He  had  taken  occasion  last  year 
to  ask  a  right  reverend  prelate,  who  was 
now  unfortunately  absent,  what  was  an 
Unitarian,  and  he  could  get  no  answer. 
Since  tfiat  time,  he  had  received  a  sermon, 
preached  by  a  minister,  before  an  Unita- 
rian congregation,  and  the  first  words  were 
'--'^The  k»rd  Chancellor  asks  what  is  an 
Unitarian  T'  This  was,  certainly,  rather 
a  singular  commencement  of  a  s^mon ;  it 
was,  however,  a  very  good  sermon,  as  far 
M  ht  eoiild  wdefstand  subjeeU  of  that 


kind.    The  sole  reason  which  led  him  to 
ask  the  question — and  if  their  lordship 
should  go  into  the  committee,  he  should 
ask  it  again— was,  that  it  might  be  re- 
corded upon  the  face  of  this  bill  what 
a    Unitarian  was.    Was  a  Unitarian  a 
person  who  denied  the   divinity  of   our 
8aviour  ?    He  should  be  exceedingly  glad 
to  get  a  definition  of  a  Unitarian.     He 
did  not  know  what  distinctbn  there  was 
between  Unitarians  and  the  Free-thinking 
Christians,  who  entertained  these  scruples 
about  marriages.     He  begged  their  lord- 
ships to  look  at  the  language  of  these  pe- 
titioners, that  they  might  judge  of  their 
claims  to  the  special  interposition  of  the 
legislature^— The  noble  earl  proceeded  to 
reid  some  passages  ttom  the  petitions  of 
the  Free-thinking  Christians,  in  which  the 
petitioners  stated,  that  the  religion  of  the 
Establi^ed  Church  had  no  higher  date 
than  that  of  Popery,  and  that  its  laws  had 
no  higher  authority  than  that  of  acts  of 
parliament.    What  was  the  complaint  of 
these    Free-thinking  Christians?      Their 
children  were  baptized  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  Established  Church ;   they 
were  baptized  in  the  name  of  die  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Qhost,  and  he  did 
not  hear  that  diese  dissenters  made  any 
objection    to   the    baptismal    ceremony. 
With  respect  to  the  marriage  ceremony, 
what  was  objected  to  was,  he  understood, 
the  mention  of  the  Godhead  under  the 
name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  when  the  clergyman  at  the 
end  of  the  ceremony  prayed  the  blessing  of 
God  upon  the  man  and  his  wife.    The 
calling  upon  God  to  bless  them  under  the 
terms  of  the  Father,    the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Ghost — and  every  Christian  of  com- 
mon honesty  and  integrity,  when  he  said 
God  bless  you,  meant  the  Godhead  in  its 
Christian   acceptation — was    what   these 
persons  deemed  so  great  a  hardship.     It 
was  on  such  grounds  that  their  lordships 
were  called  upon  to  make  a  law,  not  for 
the  benefit  of  Dissentens  of  all  denomina- 
tions, but  for  this  particular  class  of  Dis- 
senters, which  according  to  all  the  evidence 
of  history,  held  doctrines  of  a  more  ofTen- 
sfve  description  than  any  other  class.    In 
his  opinion,  the  best  security  for  a  reli- 
gious establishment  was  a  religion  of  the 
purest  form,  with  a  large  and  liberal  tole- 
ration.   Such  was  the  spirit  of  the  tolera- 
tion granted  in  the  act  of  the  53rd  of  the 
late  king ;  and  he  was  perfectly  ready  to 
admit,  that  the  acts  of  the  7th  and  8th 
2Z2 
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of  William  and  Mary  enacted  penaltie 
on  account  of  religious  opinions,  which 
ought  never  to  have  been  thought  of.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  before  their 
lordships,  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land were  called  upon  to  publish  the  bans, 
on  the  declaration  of  the  parties  that  they 
were  Dissenters  of  this  description.  The 
clergyman  was  to  certify,  that  he  had  pub- 
lished the  bans  to  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  the  justice  of  peace  was  to  appoint 
some  time  and  place  where  the  marriage 
ceremony,  such  as  it  was,  was  to  be  per- 
formed. A  question  had  been  raised, 
whether  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  sub- 
stitute the  words  '^  reputed  justice'^  for 
justice ;  and  in  point  of  fact,  when  the 
noble  lord  who  held  the  Great  Seal  had 
had  as  much  experience  as  he  (lord  £.) 
had  had — and  he  trusted  that  he  would 
hold  it  as  long,  and  longer  than  he  had 
done — he  would  find  that  cases  might  fre- 
quently arise  where,  in  consequence  of 
certain  informalities,  it  was  questionable 
who  was  or  was  not  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
The«bans  having  been  published,  the  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  was  to  give  a  certificate, 
that  the  parties  had  gone  through  certain 
forms  before  him ;  and  upon  this  certificate 
the  clergyman  was  to  be  called  upon  to 
register  the  marriage.  Now,  he  would 
put  it  to  their  lordships,  whether  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Church  of  England  was  not 
degraded  and  dishonoured,  by  being  com- 
pelled to  act  as  a  sort  of  clerk  to  a  justice 
of  the  peace ;  and  whether  the  lay  magis- 
trate of  the  Church  of  England  was  not 
*  also  dishonoured,  by  being  concerned  in 
such  a  transaction.  Suppose  the  clergy- 
man— as  must  frequently  be  the  case — ^to 
be  himself  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  was  he 
to  go  through  the  species  of  marriage  cere-> 
mony,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  which  he 
could  not  possibly  perform  without  a  gross 
violation  of  his  duties  as  a  conscientious 
clergyman  ?  Was  it  contended,  that  the 
scruples  of  those  Dissenters  who  denied 
the  divinity  of  our  Saviour  were  to  be  re- 
spected,* because  they  could  not  in  their 
consciences  allow  a  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England  to  say  to  them,  at  the 
end  of  the  marriage  ceremony,  "  God  bless 
you,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son, 
andrthe  Holy  Ghost,"  and  that  they  might 
then  turn  round  upon  the  clergyman,  and 
say,  **  You  have  published  our  bans ;  but 
you  are  also  a  justice  of  peace ;  and  we 
choose  you,  in  despite  of  any  thing  you 
may  urg^  on  the  score  of  your  oooscionce^ 
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to  perform  our  marriage  ceremony  in  that 
capacity  T*  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
their  lordships  would  not  sufTer  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  England  to  be  so  .de- 
graded and  dishonoured.  Did  the  act 
contain  any  clause  which  required  the  ob- 
servance of  what  was  necessary  to  be  ob- 
served, with  respect  to  licenses,  and 
with  respect  to  the  Canon  law?  Was 
there  any  clause  with  reference  to  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy;  he  meant 
the  clause  which  related  to  forging  regis* 
ters,  making  false  entries,  and  siimlar  of- 
fences ?  It  would  be  necessary  to  guard 
against  clandestine  marriages;  and  yet  all 
umich  this  bill  did  for  that  purpose  was  to 
call  upon  the  parish  clergyman  to  puUiah 
the  bans.  Quakers  and  Jews  were  ge- 
nerally married  in  full  assemblies  of  thm 
connexion  and  friends ;  but,  by  the  pro- 
posed bill,  the  greatest  door  was  opened 
to  frauds.  A  person  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  pretend  to  be  a  Unitarian,  to  have 
his  bans  published,  and  then  proceed  to 
the  private  room  of  any  justice  of  the  peacCp 
who  would  give  him  his  certificate.  He 
might  put  mis  certificate  in  his  pockiet,  if 
he  chose  to  run  the  risk  of  a  pensdty  of 
20/.,  which  a  justice  might  reduce  to  61, 
Nobody  could  then  prove  the  marriage 
under  the  act ;  because  the  party  was  not, 
in  fact,  a  Unitarian,  but  had  only  pretended 
to  be  one. — He  not  only  objected  to  the 
bill  because  it  was  intended  to  put  the 
Unitarians  on  the  same  footing  as  Quakers, 
but  he  would  go  further  and  say,  that  if 
the  House  did  intend  to  adopt  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  its  enactments  were  not 
calculated  to  carry  those  principles  into 
effect.  If  the  Houses  thought  that  the 
bill  ought  to  pass,  he  still  objected  to  its 
passing  in  the  present  session.  It  would 
want  so. many  amendments,  so  many  se- 
rious alterations,  to  make  it  a  bill  such  as 
it  ought  to  be,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  through  with  it  in  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to 
move,  that  it  be  read  this  day  three 
months.  He  thought  it  was  a  material 
objection  to  the  bill,  that  it  imposed  upon 
men  the  necessity  of  giving  direct  evidence 
to  a  fact  which  they  did  not  know  to  be 
true.  At  present  tne  register  of  a  mar- 
riage was  taken  as  evidence  in  a  court  of 
justice,  because  the  marriage  act  required 
the  clergyman  who  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage to  sign  the  registry.  This  was  mak- 
ing the  clergyman  certify  what  he  knew  to 
be  true.    The  9ame  prinoiple  appliod  tg 
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baptkm.  But,  by  the  present  bill,  a  per- 
ion  might  put  the  marriage  certificate  in 
his  pocket,  and,  defying  proof,  might  tell 
the  female  that  he  was  not  married,  and 
that  her  children  were  not  legitimate. — It 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  give  any  opi- 
nion upon  the  principles  of  the  bill ;  the 
only  thing  to  consider  was,  the  necessity 
of  naving  time  to  consider  how  to  make 
the  bill  upon  its  own  principles,  effective. 
He  trusted  that  their  lordships  would  feel 
in  ftnrour  of  the  old  law  of  the  land,  and 
let  the  present  bill  stand  over  till  next  ses- 
If  it  were  said,  that  the  parties  ag- 
by  the  present  law  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  continue  so  long  under  the 
injury  they  suffered,  he  would  ask,  whose 
fault  was  that  ?  Year  after  year,  this  biU 
bad  been  proposed  to  the  House — the 
same  objections  had  been  urged  against  it, 
and  yet  its  authors  continuM  to  press  the 
measure.  Those  who  did  press  it  in  its 
old  form  were  alone  to  blame  if  the  relief 
they  sought  was  deferred.  As  the  ques- 
tions *of  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation 
acts,  the  Corn-bill,  and  other  measures, 
were  to  be  postponed  till  next  session,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  this  bill,  also,  might 
not  be  warehousea  and  bonded  like  the 
rest  till  next  session.  When  that  time 
would  arrive,  he  would  contribute  his  ex- 
ertions to  make  the  measure  as  perfect  as 
possible ;  but  should  move  at  ^  present 
**  that  the  bill  be  committed  that  day  three 
months." 

Lord  Calthorpe  said,  he  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  great  practical  grievance 
wsB  what  the  church  itself  laboured  under, 
as  long  as  the  law  continued  in  its  exist- 
ing state.  With  reference  to  the  argu- 
ments used  by  the  learned  lord  about  the 
bill  being  a  measure  of  partiality  to  the 
Unitarians,  as  a  sect  distinguished  from 
all  other  Dissenters,  he  had  d^eriooked, 
that  no  distinction  existed  between  the 
Unitarians  and  all  other  religionists,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  the  Jews.  Upon  this  ground 
alone,  the  Unitarians  might  not  h^e  any 
claim  upon  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment ;  but  the  public  had  strong  claims 
that  the  legislature  should  relieve  the 
established  church  of  the  blasphemy  com- 
mitted by  its  ministers  in  being  called 
upon  to  pronounce,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  tne  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  to 
persons  who  did  not  believe  in  it,  and  to 
exact  from  snch  persons  an  assurance  of 
fiuth  which  they  did  not  possess.  He  did 
imH  imagine  that  human  ingenuity  could 


conceive  a  more  certain  means,  in  the' 
present  state  of  society,  of  making  the 
church  degrade  and  pollute  itself  by 
mixing  profaneness  with  its  most  sacred 
service.  He  thought  the  House  owed  it 
to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  church, 
not  to  allow  the  present  law  to  continue 
another  year.  The  Unitarians  were  stated 
by  the  learned  lord,  to  be  asking  of  par- 
liament what  was  not  granted  to  Jews  or 
Quakers ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  neither  of 
the  two  latter  sects  were  obliged  to  submit 
to  the  marriage  ceremony  of  the  Church 
of  England.  The  church  was,  therefore, 
bound  to  carry  on  the  imposition  with 
respect  to  Unitarians;  whilst  it  was  re- 
lieved from  the  degrading  du^  with 
respect  to  Jews  and  Quakers.  Was  it  a 
proof  of  the  high  reverence  of  the  church 
for  the  sacred  doctrines  of  the  Trinity, 
which  was  the  vital  principle  of  her  faith, 
that  she  should  call  upon  ner  ministers  to 
declare  her  doctrines,  and  to  oblige  indi- 
viduals to  repeat  them,  who  were  known 
not  to  entertain  such  tenets  ?  It  would 
be  most  disadvantageous  to  the  church 
itself  to  suffer  another  session  to  pass, 
without  putting  an  end  to  the  existing 
state  of  things  with  respect  to  Unitarian 
marriages.  No  one  had  a  deeper  sense 
than  he  had  of  the  religious  errors  of  the 
Unitarians;  but,*  in  the  practice  of  the 
morel  precepts  of  Christianity,  he  believed, 
they  might  bear  a  comparison  with  the 
most  orthodox  Christians;  and,  for  the 
sake  of  the  church  establishment  itself,  as 
well  as  for  their  sakes,  the  grievance  of 
which  they  complained  ought  to  be  re- 
dressed. 

Lord  Famham  said,  he  was  ready  to 
grant  as  much  relief  to  the  Unitarians  as 
was  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
established  religion;  but  their  lordships 
should  proceed  m  this  measure  with  cau- 
tion, as  it  was,  he  believed,  the  first  at- 
tempt made  to  divest  marriage  of  the 
solemnities  of  religion.  The  relief  which 
he  was  inclined  to  give  to  the  Unitarians 
would  be  to  allow  them  to  be  married  by 
clergymen  of  their  own  persuasion.  To 
the  present  bill,  however,  he  had  that  ob- 
jection, which  must  be  made  to  all  bills 
on  important  subjects  introduced  in  the  last 
week  of  the  "Session,  that  it  eould  not  at 
that  period  be  hurried  into  a  law,  without 
containing  many  defects. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  observed,  tliat  it 
was  with  considerable  dififidence  he  ad- 
dre^ed  the  House,  after  the  very  able 
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speech  of  his  noble  and  learned  friend. 
But  he  was  apprehensive  that  it  might  be 
thought  that  he  did  not  do  his  duty,  if  he 
remained  wholly  silent.     But,  if  he  under- 
stood his  noble  and  learned  friend  cor- 
rectly, bis  objections  applied,  not  to  the 
principle,  but  to  the  clauses,  of  the  bill ; 
and  they  were  now  considering  the  princi- 
ple.    He  hoped,  therefore,  that  their  lorcl- 
ships  would  allow  the  bill  to  go  into  the 
committee,  and  then,  if  in  considering  the 
bill  clause  by  clause,  the  objections  should 
appear  to  be  insuperable,  he  would  sub* 
scribe  to  the  course  proposed  by  his  noble 
and  learned  friend,  and  agree  to  the  post- 
ponement of  the  measure  till  next  session. 
But  their  lordships   ought  not,   in  his 
opinion,  to  abandon  the  bill  in  its  present 
stage.    If  he  thought  that  the  measure 
would  degrade  the  clergy,  or  injure  the 
church  establishment,  he  would  be  zealous 
against  it ;  but  when  a  right  rev.  prelate, 
who  had  been  alluded  to,  had  said  that  he 
was  not  averse  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
he  could  not  think  that  it  was  in  the 
slightest  degree  calculated  either  to  de- 
grade the  clergy  or  injure  the   church. 
With  their  lordships'  permission,  he  would 
advert  briefly  to  the  history  of  the  law  of 
marriage.  Throughout  the  whole  of  Chris- 
tendom there  was  bo  religious  cereDH>ny 
connected  with  marriage,  till  the  time  of 
the  Council  of  Trent ;  and  still,   in  the 
countries  which  did  not  acknowledge  the 
auUiority  of 'that  Council,  no  religious 
ceremony  was  essential  to  marriage,  and 
none  was  essential  in  this  country,  till  the 
passing  of  the  Marriage  Act.    He  stated 
this  not  merely  on  his  own  authority,  but 
on  the  authority  of  a  most  eminent  judge  ; 
he  meant  lord  Holt,  who  had  held,  in  two 
cases,  that  a  marriage  might  be  constituted 
without  any  religious  ceremony.  He  might 
refer  to  another  noble  and  learned  lord 
(Stowell)  who  was  a  light  and  an  ornament 
to  that  House,  and  whose  profound  eru- 
dition   wis  graced  by  his  elegant  and 
classical  tUste.    That  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  proceeded  on  the  ground  which 
he  had  stated  in  his  judgment  in  the  case 
of  Dalrymple  and  Dalrymple ;  in  which  he 
had  set  out  the  authorities,  and  mentioned 
the  case  of   lord  FiUmaurice  in    1730, 
where  a  marriage  per  verba  de  presenti 
was  held  to  be  valid,  without  any  religious 
sanction ;  so  that  the  parties  could  not  by 
their  own  consent  render  it  of  no  effect. 
Such  was  the  law  here  before  the  Marriage 
Act,  which,  as  judge  Blackstone  had  saidi 
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had  so  fiir  altered  the  kwof  Eogiaad.    U 
the  noble andleamedlord(Stowell)to  whom 
he  alluded,  had  thought  thai  this  bill  had 
any  tendency  to  decade  the  deigy  or 
injure  the  ch«rch»  he  would  have  beea 
here  to  oppose  it,  and  his  abaenoe  was  aa 
argument  that  he  was  not  adverse  to  the 
measure.    The   Quakers   had  been    ex* 
cepted  from  the  operation  of  the  Mar)riage 
Act;   and  their  marriages  stood  on  the 
same  footing  as  marriages  did  before  the 
passing  of  that  act ;  and  if  the  Uailariaiia 
had  then  existed  in  the  same  ymy  as  fjiay 
now  existed,  would  they  not  also  have 
been  excepted  ?    The  principle  of  the  ex«* 
emptioa  was,  that  this  was  a  matter  of  oon- 
science,  Md  that  to  force  Uie  Quak^ra  to  « 
tbiKHq^li  the  eeieaony  as  appmtad  by  the 
act,  would  \m  a  pfofanalion  of  the  rtteaoC 
the  Church  of  England :  and»  upon  the 
same  prindple,  the  Unilariana  should  be 
exempted.    A  right  imt.  prelate  bad  aaidf 
that  it  was  a  solemn  mockery,  or  uonut^ 
thing  to  that  effept,  to  make  the  Unitarians 
perform  the  marriage  ceremony  according 
to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England  s 
and  would  they  not  then  hare  belen  ex* 
empted  from  the  Marriage  Aet,  if  they  bed 
existed  in  a  legal  form  aa  they  did  now  ? 
They  had  not,  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
Marriage  Act,  a  legal  existence ;  sinoe,  by 
a  statute  of  king  William,  tliey  wave  airiH 
jected  to  penalties;  and,  in  nine  yeara 
after,  additional  penalties  were  enacted 
against  them ;  and  thus  matters  stood  with 
respect  to  them  at  the  passing  of  the  Mar- 
riage Act,  and  they  were  not  exempted,  as 
they  were  marked  out  by  law  aa  objects  of 
punishment.    But  in  the  19th  of  the  late 
king,  the  laws  against  them  had  been  re- 
pealed to  a  certain  extent,  and  ia  1813, 
they  were  entirely  exempted  from  the  pe- 
nalties.   They  ought  now,  therefore,  to 
have  the  benefit  of  exemption  from  the 
Marriage.  Act  i  since  that  would  be  quite 
in  the  spirit  of  that  act.    As  to  the  prin* 
ciples  of  this  sect,  it  was  said  that  they  were 
christians,  believing  in  the  New  Testament, 
but  n^  drawing  the  same  conclttsioAS  as 
we  do  from  a  part  of  the  New  Testament. 
They  did  not  object  to  the  ceremony  of 
baptism,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Ae 
Sen,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  nor  did  they 
object  to  these  words-  in  the  marriaga  oe- 
remony ;  but  they  did  object  to  the  bless- 
ing—in  the  name  of  Ood  the  Father^ 
God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoet. 
That  with  them  was  no  trifling  objectiaii, 
but  one  which  want  lo  the  very  essence  of 
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ikmr  hiik*  It  was  the  point  on  wbkih 
thoir  fiutb  torned.  It  haa  been  said,  that 
they  were  not  called  upon  to  repeat  these 
woras;  but  then  they  were  present  when 
they  were  pronounced,  and  were  supposed 
to  assent  to  them,  and  they  could  not  pro- 
test against  them,  without  bemg  guilty  of 
an  infraction  of  the  law.  This  solemn 
mockery  ought  to  be  got  rid  of,  for  the 
sake  both  of  Dissenters  and  of  the  church. 
Now,  he  thought  the  bill  could  properly 
be  defended  upon  the  principle  of  a  law 
now  in  existence,  he  meant  the  Marriage 
Act.  Since  the  year  1813,  when,  by  act 
of  parliament^  t£e  Dissenters  became  a 
toleiated  body,  and  were  exempted  from 

Ealties  to.  which  they  had  before  been 
le,  they  might  be  considered  as  forming 
a  new  class  in  the  country.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  their  lordships  were  bound  to 
fiillow  up  the  principle  of  that  bill,  which 
thev  might  now  do  in  a  very  necessary 
ana  important  point,  by  going  into  a 
oommittee  on  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion. It  was  supposed  that  the  pub- 
lication of  bans,  required  by  this  act, 
would  be  ofiensive  to  the  clergy  of  the 
established  church-  He  reallv  did  not 
conceive  in  what*  manner  tney  could 
be  offended  by  it,  especially  when  it  was 
recollected  that»  by  the  pesent  practice  of 
the  church,  notices  of  alt  sorts,  even  of  the 
most  trifling  descriptions,  were  regularly 
promulgated  during  the  intervals  of  divine 
aervice.  What  vras  it  that  could  offend^the 
dargjjr  iA'  the  publication  of  the  bans  of 
manriega  between  persons  so  respectable 
as  were  the  members  of  this  class  of  Dis- 
senters? Was  it  possible  for  their  lord- 
ships to  sav  that  a  class,  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  legislators,  were  so 
little  fespedable,  that  t^e  publication  of 
their  bans  of  marriage  would  degrade  the 
clergyman  who  made  the  publication? 
Again,  his  noble  and  learned  friend  had 
complained  of  the  clause  in  this  act  which 
required  the  entry  in  the  registry  of  the 
marriage.  Now,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  duty  thus  imposed  upon  the  clergyman 
was  one  in  which  the  whole  country  was 
interested*  It  was  not  a  matter  that  re- 
garded individuals  alone,  it  waSt  in  feet, 
a  public  duty.  Was  it  not,  he  would  ask, 
a  matter  of  public  convenience,  Uiat  all 
the  registers  of  marriage  should  be  kept 
in  one  place,  in  order  that  all  questions 
of  legitunacy  might  be  easily  determined  ? 
Were  not  all  parties  interested  in  the  deci- 
jions  of  such  matters,  even  in  a  pecuniary 


point  of  view  ?  Was  it  no  advantage  to 
the  country  to  secure  the  means  of  a  quick 
and  necessary  method  of  settling  those  dis- 
putes? He  felt  the  force  of  the  objection 
made  bv  the  noble  and  learned  lord  to  that 
partoftne  bill  which  related  to  the  marriage 
before  the  justice  of  the  peace.  He  knew  that 
that  objection,  and  others  of  a  similar  kind, 
originated  in  no  party  feeling,  but  were  the 
result  of  an  accurate  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Still,  he  thought,  that  they  ought 
not  to  hesitate  to  give  their  sanction  to  its 
principle,  leaving  its  details  for  discussion 
m  the  committee.  When  it  had  arrived 
at  that  staffe,  he  should  certainly  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  the  diffi- 
culties whidi  had  now  been  presented  to 
their  lordships ;  and,  if  those  difficulties 
were  found  to  be  such  as  could  not  be 
disposed  of  in  the  present  session,  he 
would  agree  to  give  up  the  bill  for  a  time, 
satisfied  with  having  established  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure.  If  the  principle  of 
the  bill  was  once  established,  he  thought 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  mastering 
its  details.  If  he.  was  right  in  what  he 
had  stated,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  bill 
should  not  be  committed.  It  seemed  to 
him,  that  the  respectable  body  of  Dissen- 
ters to  which  he  had  alluded  were  entitled 
to  this  promise  of  relief;  and  indeed  that 
not  only  they,  but  the  members  of  the  es- 
tablishment, might  claim  it  at  the  hands  of 
the  legislature ;  for  it  would  be  a  relief  al- 
most as  much  to  the  church  as  to  the 
Dissenters. 

The  Earl  ofEUon^  in  explanation,  said, 
that  his  noble  relative,  lord  Stowell,  was 
disabled  by  illness  from  attending  the  dis- 
cussion. Inadvertence  alone  had  pre- 
vented his  noble  relative  from  attending 
by  proxy  against  the  measure ;  so  strong 
vras  his  aversion  to  the  bill. 

The  Bishop  of  Chester  said,  he  felt  him- 
self bound  to  offer  a  few  words  in  support 
of  tlie  bill,  in  conformitv  with  the  pledge 
he  had  given.  He  agreed  with  the  learned 
earl  opposite,  that  some  alterations  were 
necessary ;  but  he  thought  with  the  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack,  that  those  alterations 
could  be  easily  made  in  the  committee. 
He  would  not^  at  length  into  the  details 
of  the  bill ;  but  he  thought  their  lordships 
would  do  wisely  to  acknowledge  its  prin- 
ciple, by  which  they  would  f^ve  satisfac- 
tion to  a  numerous  body  of  Dissenters,  by 
shewing  them  that  the  legislature  was 
ready  to  afford  them  all  the  assistance 
compatible  with  the  intsgrity  of  the  church, 
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and  with  the  safety  of  the  constitution. 
The  marriage  ceremony  was  the  onlyjor- 
tion  of  the  service  of  tne  Church  of  .Eng- 
land to  which  it  was  compulsory  on  every 
person  to  conform.     In  some  cases,  it  was 
not  only  the  wish  of  persons  to  marry,  but, 
in   a  political  sense,  marriage  might  be 
called  a  duty.  Now,  by  the  law  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood,  no  Dissenters  from  th^  church, 
except  the  Quakers,  could  enter  into  the 
marriage  state,  without  appearing  to  agree 
to  doctrines  from  which  they  strongly  dis- 
sented.    The  main  part — almost  the  es- 
sence of  marriage — consisted  in  the  con- 
sent of  the  parties ;  but  the  state  properly 
claimed  some  power  in  the  regulation  of 
that  important    ceremony.    There    were 
two  points  on  which  the  state  grounded 
its  right  of  interference;  first,  as  it  re- 
garded public  good  in  the  preservation  of 
the  means  of  ascertaining  the  legitimacy 
of  children,  in  order  to  determine  the  titles 
to   property;   and  secondly,  to  assist  in 
preserving   public    morals,    by  giving  a 
greater  degree  of  solemnity  to  the   act. 
With  the  first  of  these  the  church  had 
nothing  to  do ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
second,  he  could  not  avoid  expressing  his 
serious  doubts  whether  the  solemnity  of 
the  ceremony   was  increased  when  two 
persons  were  compelled  to  do  that  which 
seemed  to  amount  to  an  acquiescence  in 
doctrines  from  which  they  really  dissented. 
He  agreed,  that  marriage  was  a  contract 
which  ought  to  be  considered  as  sacred ; 
but  he  feared  that  it  did  not  gain  much  in 
sacredness  of  character,  by  the  laws  now 
regelating  the  practice  of  the  Church  of 
England.     Although  he    was    convinced 
that  matrimony  was,   in  the  language  of 
the  church,  a  holy  state  not  to  be  entered 
into  without  the  observance  of  religious 
forms  and .  ceremonies,  yet  he  could  not 
forget,  that   in  the  25th  article  of  the 
church,  it  was  stated,  that  there  were  "  not 
any  visible  signs  or  ceremonies  ordained 
of  God."    He  thought,  therefore,    they 
were  not  bound  to  compel  the  Dissenters, 
in  contracting  marriages  with  each  other, 
to  perform  religious  ceremonies  to  which 
they  so  strongly  objected.     With  respect 
to  the  publication  of  bans,  he  thought 
that  part  of  the  objections  raised  to  the 
bill  had  been  sufficiently  answered  by  the 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack ;  but,  if  he 
might  add  any  thing  to  that  unswer,  he 
would  say,  that  the  clergyman  was  only 
required  to  perform  a    public    duty   in 
notifying  the  existence  of  a  magistrate's 
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certificate,  which  was  required  by  the  law 
of  the  state  for  the  purposes  of  the  state. 

Their  lordships  divided :  For  going  into> 
a  committee  61 ;  Against  it  54;  Majority- 
7. — ^The  bill  went  through  the  committee. 
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Friday,  June  29. 

Free  People  of  Colour.]  ThcEaii 
of  Harrowby  rose  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  the  Free  People  of 
Colour  in  Jamaica.  If  this  petition  pro- 
ceeded from  that  class  of  persons  which 
generally  addressed  their  lordships,  calling 
their  attention  to  the  conmion  topics  to 
which  it  had  been  usually  directed,  he 
should  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  a  single 
word  on  the  subject  of  the  petition,  and 
would  leave  it  to  speak  for  itself.  Bat,  in 
presenting  this  petition  from  a  class  of 
persons  who  had  never  before  appeared 
before  their  lordships,  and  with  the  peca- 
liar  circumstances  of  whose  situation  he 
believed  many  of  their  lordships  were  unac- 
quainted, he  should  feel  it  necessary  to 
request  their  indulgence  while  he  stated 
the  present  situation  of  the  petitioners, 
and  the  nature  of  that  which  they  desired. 
The  petitioners  were  entitled  to  the  atten- 
tion of  their  lordships  on  account  of  their 
number,  their  wealth,  and  their  good  con- 
duct; and  the  petition  itself  was  entitled 
to  attention,  from  the  temperate  terms  in 
which  the  petitioners  described  the  griev- 
ances they  laboured  under,  and  the  mode- 
rate nature  of  the  requests  which  it  con- 
tained. These  persons  were  the  offspring, 
in  different  degrees  of  remoteness,  of  the 
black  and  the  white  population.  It  appear- 
ed from  Mr.  Edwards,  that,  at  the  time 
he  wrote  his  History  of  the  West  Indies, 
the  population  consisted  of  30,000  white 
people,  240,000  slaves,  and  10,000  free 
people  of  colour.  What  was  the  state  of 
the  population  at  present?  The  nnmber 
of  whites  from  30,000  had  diminished  to 
25,000;  the  number  of  free  people  of 
colour  was  30,000>- 10,000  of  whom  were 
blacks ;  and  the  number  of  the  slaves  ftx>m 
240,000  had  increased  to  320,000.  The 
petitioners  were,  therefore,  as  far  as  num- 
ber was  concerned,  sufficiently  nmnerous 
to  attract  attention.  A  population  of 
30,000  complaining  of  one  common  griev- 
ance, deserved  to  have  that  grievance  con- 
sidered. They  were  persons,  however, 
who  had  been  under  a  sin^iar  state  of 
degradation  fixw  not  being  allowed  to  in- 
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herit,  And  from  various  other  oppressive 
laws ;  bat,  in  consequence  of  a  relaxation 
of  those  laws,  their  property  was  now  not 
less  than  3,000,000/.  The  fortunes  of  four 
persons,  he  understood,  amounted  together 
to  700,000/.  The  class  was  m  possession 
of  the  whole  of  the  pimento  plantations, 
and  were  masters  of  50,000  slaves.  With 
respect  to  wealth,  they  were,  therefore,  en- 
titled to  consideration.  Their  conduct 
was  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  by  Mr. 
Edwards,  who  wrote  his  History  in  1793. 
Subsequently  to  that  period,  their  conduct 
m  very  difficult  circumstances — in  the 
Maroon  war,  for  instance — was  eminently 
loyal ;  and  it  procured,  at  different  times, 
some  important  relaxations  of  the  severity 
of  the  laws  against  them.  They  had  sub- 
sequently received  the  public  thanks  of 
the  Assembly  for  their  loyalty;  and  he 
need  say  no  more,  Uian  that  or  the  militia, 
of  10,000  persons,  one  half  was  composed 
of  free  persons  of  colour.  There  could 
not,  therefore,  be  any  distrust  of  their  loy* 
alty. — He  now  thought  it  necessary  to 
state  for  what  those  persons  petitioned, 
and  what  it  was  that  they  wanterl.  There 
were  different  wants  that  applied  to  differ- 
ent classes.  The  wealthy  wanted  the  pos- 
sibility of  attaining  that  degree  of  con- 
sideration to  which  wealth  and  talents 
were,  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  entitled. 
These  people  were  not  eligible  to  serve  in 
parish  vestries,  or  in  the  General  Assembly : 
they  could  not  act  in  any  office  of  public 
trust,  not  even  in  the  subordinate  situation 
of  constable;  though  agricultural  labourers, 
employed  upon  their  own  property,  could 
£11  that  situation.  They  could  not  hold 
commissions  in  the  black  and  mulatto  regi- 
ments; and  they  were  further  disqualified 
from  serving  as  jurors.  In  the  militia, 
when  disabled,  they  had  only  one  third  of 
the  provision  that  was  allowed  to  the 
whites.  With  respect  to  schools,  if  not 
abaolutely  excluded,  obstacles  were  thrown 
in  the  way  of  their  admission.  When  re- 
lieved by  poor-rates,  they  only  got  one 
half  the  allowance  g^ven  to  whites.  In 
church,  where  one  would  suppose  all  dis- 
tinctions would  be  laid  aside,  with  respect 
to  seats,  there  was  a  complete  line  of  sepa- 
latioo.  For  the  last  dky  years,  between 
forty  and  fifty  whites  had  been  executed, 
while  only  four  persons  of  colour  had  suf- 
fered. The  degradation  to  which  the  pe- 
titioners were  subjected,  was  the  result  of 
that  odious  state  of  slavery,  which  not 
only  corrupted  every  thing  it  touched  with 


its  plague-spots,  but  tainted  e^ery  thing 
within  its  atmosphere.  But  he  might  be 
asked,  for  what  purpose  he  brought  forward 
this  petition  ?  Did  he  mean  to  propose 
any  measure  ?  At  that  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, he  knew  it  was  impossible  for  any 
measure  to  be  introduced ;  but  he  wished 
to  be  understood  as  stating,  that,  from  the 
extreme  difficulty  and  complicated  nature 
of  the  subject,  if  ever  it  snould  be  taken 
up  by  parhament,  with  a  view  to  a  measure 
of  relief,  its  introduction  must  be  commit- 
ted to  the  hands  of  an  individual  of  far 
more  ability  than  he  could  pretend  to.  He 
was  satisfied,  from  the  respectful  nature 
and  moderate  terms  of  the  petition,  that 
its  prayer  must,  one  time  or  other,  be 
granted.  It  was  something  for  the  peti- 
tioners to  know,  that  the  individuals  of 
that  unfortunate  and  degraded  race  were 
considered,  by  the  peers  of  Great  Britain, 
as  their  brethren. 

Lord  Ellenborough  supported  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  though  he  understood  that 
the  lower  class  of  the  petitiopers  were  not 
in  a  situation  to  enjoy  the  civil  rights  they 
prayed  for. 

Lord  Seaford  supported  the  petition, 
and  bore  testimony  to  the  respectabiliw 
and  good  conduct  of  the  petitioners.  Still 
he  thought  it  would  not  be  wise  to  inter- 
fere with  the  subject  at  present .  It  was  a 
case  of  great  difficulty,  for  which  there 
was  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
The  noble  lord,  after  taking  a  review  of 
the  different  measures  which,  at  various 
times,  had  relieved  the  petitioners  from 
several  of  the  disabilities  under  which  they 
laboured,  concluded  by  stating,  that  the 
colonial  legislature  were  now  more  favour- 
ably disposed  to  them,  and  he  was  there- 
fore anxious  that  the  question  should  be 
left  in  its  hands,  lest  the  agitation  of  it 
should  produce  a  re-action. 

Lord    Calthorpe  was  not  disposed  to 

{>lace  the  same  confidence  in  the  local 
egislature  that  his  noble  friend  did.     He 
thought  it  incumbent  on  their  lordships  to 
attend  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Dissenters'  Marriages  Bill.]  The 
Marquis  of  Lansdown  moved  that  the  re- 
port of  this  bill  be  brought  up. 

Loid  Tenterden  suggested  the  introduc- 
tion of  some  verbal  amendments ;  which, 
after  a  desultory  conversation,  were  agreed 
to. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdown  moved,  that 
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tba  bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day  fort* 
night. 

The  Bighop  of  Chester  said,,  he  had 
been  assured,  that  the  clergy  pf  die  church 
of  England  had  no  objection  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill.  They  were  quite  willing 
to  publish  the  bans  and  to  register  the 
marriages  when  the  certificates  were  sent 
to  them,  provided  they  were  exempted 
(as  this  bill  would  exempt  them),  from  the 
painful  duty  of  assisting  personally  at  the 
performance  of  the  ceremony. 

The  bill  was  then,  pro  forma^  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  this  dav  fortnight. 
It  consequently  stands  over  till  next  ses- 
sion. 
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Friday  f  June  29. 

Cape  of  Goop  Hopx — Conduct  of 
Lord  Charles  Somerset.]  Mr.  Wil- 
mot  Horton  presented  certain  papers  rela- 
tive to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  pursuant 
to  the  order  of  the  House. 

Lord  £,  Somerset  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  address  the  Chair;  but  the 
place  from  which  he  spoke,  being  directly 
under  the  gallery,  rendered  it  impossible 
to  collect  his  observations.  The  first 
sentence  of  his  lordship's  speech  which 
reached  our  ears  related  to  a  Letter  con- 
cerning certain  proceedings  that  had  taken 
place  at  the  Cape  which  had  been  re- 
cently published,  and  which  reflected  on 
the  conduct  of  Parliament.  He  did  not 
rise  to  propose  that  the  author  of  that 
letter  should  be  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
House  for  a  breach  of  its  privileges ;  but 
he  adverted  to  it,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing Uie  invariable  system  of  misrepresenta- 
tion which  existed  with  respect  to  subjects 
connected  with  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
His  noble  relation  had,  for  a  considerable 
time,  been  subject  to  the  grossest  abuse, 
which  was  circulated  not  only  through  the 
public  papers,  but  through  every  channel 
that  could  be  employed  for  that  purpose. 
Two  years  had  now  elapsed  ^since  the  pe- 
tition of  Mr.  Bishop  Burnett  had  been 
presented  to  the  House.  That  petition 
contained  charges  against  the  conduct  of 
his  noble  lelstion,  of  so  serious  a  character, 
that  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  come  to 
England  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  his 
accusers,  and  of  justifying  himself  in  the 
face  of  his  country.  A  voluminous  report 
had  been  made  by  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  proceedings  at 
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the  Cape;  and,  with  ranect  to  th^naliise 
of  that  report,  he  begged  leave  to  lefer  to 
the  declaration  lately  made  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Brougham), 
who  had  presented  the  petition  d[  Mr. 
Bishop  Burnett  to  the  House.  That  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  stated,,  that 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  was  geiie-> 
rally  satisfactory  to  him.  The  hon,  and 
learned  gentleman  had,  on  a  former  ocosb- 
sioD,  alluded  particularly  to  poe  part  of 
the  petition,  which  he  had  very  prc^ierly 
described  as  containing  a  charge  of  a  most 
serious  nature.  He  would  now  Uk  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  whether,  since 
he  had  made  tbat  observation,  be  had  not 
been  induced  to  conclude,  from  the  best 
information,  that  the  chance  was  grpund^ 
less  ?  He  felt  the  most  decided  conviio* 
tion,  that  bis  noble  relation  would  be  aUe 
to  refute,  not  only  satisfactorily,  but  tri* 
iimphantly,  every  accusation  which  had 
been  brought  against  him.  Amongst  other 
publications,  a  letter,  proceeding  from  en 
officer  of  rank  (sir  Rufane  Doakin)  had 
been  sent  forth,  which  contained  calumnies 
with  respect  to  the  warrants  lasued  for 
the  pay  of  the  salaries  in  the  oolonial  da- 
partment.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say^ 
that  those  statements  were  capable  of  the 
most  complete  refutation.  Ilis  was  not 
the  proper  time  to  go  into  the  whole  case  $ 
but  when  the  particular  charges  ware 
specifically  brought  under  consideration, 
the  most  ample  refutation  would  be  given 
to  them.  His  noble  relation  bad  come  on 
purpose  to  this  country  to  repel  those 
charges,  and  he  had  always  been  ready 
and  anxious  to  meet  them.  The  hon. 
member  for  Arundel  (Mr,  Lombe)  not  now 
in  his  place,  had  given  notice,  before  the 
Easter  recess,  of  hb  intention  of  bringing 
this  subject  forward ;  and  be  thought  the 
House  must  regret  that  the  hon.  member 
bad  abandoned  his  post,  without  giving 
any  opinion  on  the  question,  or  bringing 
it  forward  in 'any  way  whatever.  The 
course  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  adopt  was  not  that  of 
^  an  individual  who  really  wished  to  have 
the  question  set  at  rest.  After  the  aoiiety 
which  his  noble  relation  had  manifested 
to  have  the  subject  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  after  the  abandonment  of  the  motion 
of  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  given 
notice,  he  conceived  that  his  noble  reia* 
tibn  had  a  right  to  consider  himself  as 
freed  from  all  imputation.  His  noble  fe> 
lation  bad  tendered  his  resignation ;  but, 
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m  tiduDe  that  ooune,  he  waa  not  actuated 
by  any  lear  of  consequences ;  he  was  not 
iiuiuced  to  do  so  >by  any  dread  that  his 
character  would  sufier  from  inquiry.  On 
the  contrary^  he  was  convinced^  that  the 
more  his  conduct  was  inquired  into,  the 
more  it  would  be  proved  to  desenre  praise. 
The  proceedings  which  had  been  adopted 
against  him  were  the  acts  of  individualsi 
who  had  conspired  together  to  effect  their 
own  private  objects.  He  begged  pardon 
of  th^  House  for  having  taken  up  so  much 
of  their  time ;  but  he  was  sure  gentlemen 
would  excuse  himi  when  they  recollected 
*  the  delicacy  of  his  situation.  In  conclu- 
sion, the  noble  lord  called  on  his  right  hon« 
frieiid  (Mr,  W.  Horton)  to  state  the  opiu« 
ion  whieb  his  miyesty's  government  enter- 
taiped  with  respect  to  the  proffered  resign* 
nation  of  his  noble  relative, 

Mr.  Mab^ly  depnscated  an  incidental 
discussion  of  this  sort.  He  begged,  how- 
eifWf  to  state,  that  the  gallant  officer  to 
whom  allusion  had  been  made,  was  ready 
to  come  forward  and  to  prove  every  one 
of  his  assertions,  whenever  his  miyesty's 
government  thought  it  necessary  to  have 
tiie  statements  made  by  him  inquired  into. 
It  was  unfair  to  assert,  that  the  gallant 
officer  had  published  a  series  of  calumnies, 
when  he  was  anxious  to  come  forward  and 
substantiate  his  statements.  When  such 
was  the  true  state  of  the  casct  he  was  not 
ready  to  join  in  an  acquittal  of  the  noble 
lord  whose  conduct  had  been  impugned. 
There  was,  in  his  opinion,  much  to  be  in^ 
quired  into.  It  was  the  imperative  duty 
of  parliament  to  investigate  closely  and 
narrowly  the  charges  that  bad  been  made. 
He  deniedfk  in  the  most  decided  manner, 
that  they  were  calumnies  which  his  gallant 
friend  had  sent  forth.  He  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  motives  which  had  induced 
the  hon,  member  for  Arundel  to  let  the 
motioui  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
drop.  It  was  a  question  of  a  most  serious 
nature ;  and  he  did  not  think  it  was  just 
towards  the  noble  lord  for  the  hon.  member 
to  have  abandoned  the  motion. 

Mr,  Brougham  said,  he  could  only  ob- 
serve on  this  occasion,  as  he  had  had  the 
satisfaction  to  observe  on  a  former  one^ 
that  nothing  could  be  more  proper  than 
the  spirit,  the  temper^  and  the  amiable 
leeling,  which  had  been  manifested  by  the 
noble  lord,  whenever  the  painful  charges 
against  bis  noble  relative  had  been  alluded 
to,  It  was  certainly  true,  as  the  noble 
lord  had  stated,  that  he  was  the  person 


who  presented  the  petition  of  Mr.  Bishop 
Burnett  two  years  ago ;  and  it  was  equally 
true,  that  he  then  observed,  that,  while 
the  several  charges  were  more  or  less  im- 
portant, there  was  one  of  them  so  infi- 
nitelv  more  serious  than  the  others,  that 
it  called  for  the  most  pointed  attention. 
It  was  no  less  than  a  charge  of  direct  judi- 
cial corruption  against  the  noble  lordi  in 
his  capacity  of  Judge  of  Appeals  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  for  taking,  in  i|n  in«- 
direct  way,  a  sum  of  money,  to  give  a  par- 
ticular decision  on  a  question  which  was 
to  come  before  him  in  his  judicial  cha<- 
racter.  This,  ha  had  stated,  was  a  far 
more  gross  charge  than  any  of  the  otben ; 
and  he  had  further  declared,  that  if  he  be* 
lievedit  to  be  well-founded,  he  should 
himself  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  impeach 
that  noble  lord,  on  the  ground,  the  incon- 
testable ground,  which  never  had  been 
denied  to  all  the  Commons  of  England, 
and  which  gave  to  each  member  of  that 
House,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
House — ^without  even  the  formality  of  a 
seconder  to  his  motion — the  right  to  im- 
peach individuab  filling  important  situa- 
tions in  the  state,  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors. He  admitted  that  the  noble 
lord  had  an  equal  right,  after  the  lapse. of 
two  years — after  abundant  time  had  been 
afforded  for  inquiring  into  tliis  charge-^ 
to  ask  him,  whether  or  not  he  had  made 
such  an  inquiry ;  and,  if  he  had,  to  der 
clare  what  the  result  had  been,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  judgment.  That  was  all 
the  noble  lord  required  ;  and  he  willingly 
conceded  that  which  the  noble  lord  had  a 
right  to  ask.  He  was  bound  to  state  his 
opinion — the  House  had  a  right  to  expect 
it — ^but  above  all,  it  was  due  to  the  near 
relation  of  the  noble  lord,  whose  character 
and  honour,  not  merely  as  an,  officer  in 
the  public  service,  but  as  a  man  and  a.  gen^ 
tleman,  were  deeply  affected  by  this  cl^arge' 
He  felt  himself  bound,  therefore,  to  an- 
swer the  call  of  the  noble  lord.  He  be- 
lieved he  had  stated,  on  a  former  occasion, 
why  he  abstained,  at  that  time,  from 
bringing  forward  any  proposition  on  this 
subject.  When  he  introduced  the  peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Bishop  Burnett,  he  could  no 
more  vouch  for  the  facts  which  it  con- 
tained, than  any  gentleman  who  presented 
an  ordinary  petition  could  do.  He  had, 
however,  taken  the  precaution  to  ask  Mr. 
Bishop  Burnett  certain  questions  on  the 
subject ;  and  he  consistently  and  satisfac- 
torily  answered    those    questions.      He 
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(Mr.  Brougham)  soon  afterwards  found 
himself  professionally  retained,  for  or 
against  (he  did  not  know  which)  one  of 
those  parties  whose  case  had  been  before 
lord  C.  Somerset  at  the  Cape.  In  what 
he  was  now  about  to  say,  as  to  the  ac- 
quittal of  lord  C.  Somerset  on  this  parti- 
cular charge,  he  wished  to  state,  that  his 
opinion  rested,  not  on  argument  or  in- 
ference, but  on  dates.  It  appeared  that  a 
person  at  the  Cape,  named  Sewell,  having 
an  appeal  case  pending,  which  was  to  be 
deciaed  by  lora  C.  Somerset,  vras  told, 
in  an  indirect  way,  that  he  had  better  buy 
a  horse  from  the  governor.  He  said  **  I 
don't  want  one."  Oh,"  said  his  adviser, 
"  You  had  better  buy  the  animal."  It 
was  alleged,  that  the  horse  was,  in  the  end, 
bought  for  10,000  dollars ;  which  at  the 
rate  of  5<.  the  dollar,  would  amount  to  be- 
tween 2,000/.  and  3,000/.  It  was  further 
stated,  that  lord  C.  Somerset  took  the 
money,  and  kept  the  horse  in  his  stable. 
It  was  a  blood  horse— a  stallion,  and  lord 
C.  Somerset  was  accused  of  having  kept 
the  animal  till  he  died,  after  he  had  re- 
ceived the  money.  The  purchaser  did  not, 
it  was  said,  get  the  horse ;  but  he  got 
what  was  more  valuable  —  his  cause. 
Such  was  the  matter  of  imputation.  Now, 
in  the  first  place,  as  to  the  horse  having 
been  purchased  for  10,000  dollars,  it 
should  be  observed,  that  the  value  of  the 
dollar  at  the  Cape  was  Is.  6(/.,  instead  of 
5s.,  and  at  that  rate  the  price  would  be 
only  upwards  of  700/.  which,  according  to 
report,  was  considerably  under  the  price 
at  which  a  horse  of  that  kind  could  be  ex- 
ported for  from  England.  This  made  him 
look  further  into  the  circumstances  stated 
in  the  petition.  He  then  found,  that  lord 
C.  Somerset  had  sold  the  horse  for  the 
season,  and  had  given  it  up  for  that  pe- 
riod. Afterwards,  according  to  the  bar- 
gain, he  took  it  back ;  it  being  a  condition 
that  he  should  provide  for  it  during  the 
other  eight  months  of  the  year.  Lord 
C.  Somerset  gave  this  individual  another 
horse,  and  advanced  him  100/.  in  money, 
to  enable  him  to  go  on  with  a  certain  spe- 
culation in  which  he  was  engaged.  '1  his 
bargain,  whatever  it  might  be,  was  made 
on  the  1st  of  September,  and  the  senteuce 
was  given  by  lord  C.  Somerset  on  the  30th 
of  May  preceding.  But,  what  was  of  still 
greater  importance,  that  sentence  was 
given  against  the  purchaser  of  the  horse, 
and  not  in  favour  of  him  [hear,  hear].  He 
had  thus  perfectly  satisfied  his  mind,  that 


Cape  of  Oood  Hope — 


UH 


there  was  no  necessity  for  him  to  exercise 
his  individual  pren^tive,  as  a  member  of 
that  House,  by  proceeding  to  an  impeach- 
ment ;  nor  was  there  any  reason  for  him 
to  call  on  the  House  to  go  up  with  an  im- 
peachment agamst  the  noble  lord,  when 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  were  of  the 
nature  he  had  described.  When  he  found 
the  charge  so  utterly  groundless,  he,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  abandoned  the  proceed- 
ing which  he  had  at  first  contemplated. 
He  should  have  stated  this  before,  but  it 
was  not  until  lately  that  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  verifying  the  dates;  for  he 
saw  something  so  g^ross  in  the  difference 
between  the  dates  and  the  statement  oon- 
tamed  in  the  petition,  that  he  thought 
some  error  was  lurking  below,  and  there- 
fore he  was  anxious  to  investigate  the 
charge  thoroughly.  He  had,  however, 
seen  documents,  which  convinced  him, 
that  for  this  charge  at  least  there  was  not 
a  shadow  of  foundation.  The  noble  lord; 
however,  could  hardly  expect  him  to  go  so 
far  as  this — that  because  one  charge 
against  lord  C.  Somerset  had  been  found 
to  be  manifestly,  he  might  almost  say,  lu- 
dicrously, groundless,  he  was  therefore  to 
assume,  that  all  other  charges,  and  amongst 
others  Uiose  preferred  by  a  gallant  officer, 
were  equally  destitute  of  foundation.  All 
that  he  meant  to  say  was  this — ^that  so 
often  as  a  very  gross  and  heinous  charge 
was  brought  against  anyone,  be  he  in  public 
or  in  private  life — be  he  of  high  or  of  low 
character  in  the  country — he  was  ready 
to  do  that  person  what  he  considered  but 
bare  justice ;  namely,  when  such  charge 
so  preferred  had  signally  failed,  to  incline 
to  view  his  case  quoad  catera^^-^s  to  any 
other  charges  not  yet  inquired  into— with 
more  favour,  than  on  general  principles 
he  would  be  disposed  to  shew.  He  must  * 
join  with  those  who  thought  it  hard  that 
charges  should  be  allowed  to  hang  sus- 
pended over  a  public  officer;  and  he  sin- 
cerely wished,  for  the  sake  of  public  jus- 
tice, that  some  one  who  had  time  to  de- 
vote to  the  object  would  at  once  bring 
them  forward.  Though  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  noble  lord  (E.  Somerset)  that 
sir  R.  Donkin  was  a  calumniator ;  and, 
though  he  could  not  acquit  lord  C.  Somer- 
set from  every  charge  because  -one  had 
proved  to  be  groundless,  yet  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
just than  to  wait  till  the  end  of  two  years ; 
and  then  to  say,  that  sir  R.  Donkin 
was  ready  to  bring  forward  his  charges. 
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The  only  way  to  settle  the  question  was 
by  a  motion  in  that  House.  Sir  R. 
Donkia  had  no  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing the  case  forward.  He  could  do 
nothing  more  than  state  his  charges  in  the 
form  of  a  pamphlet,  which  might  lead  to 
proceedings  in  a  court  of  law  ;  but  that 
would  only  lead  to  a  clumsy  and  unsatis- 
factory decision  of  the  question.  Until 
the  subject  should  be  fairly  brought  before 
parliament,  they  were  bound  in  common 
justice  to  the  noble  lord  accused,  to  sus- 
pend any  rash  construction  as  to  what 
might  be  stated  against  him.  Nothing  at 
mesent  was  proved  against  the  noble  lord. 
Theinquiriesof  the  commissioners  were  sa- 
tisfactory as  to  the  minor  charges,  and  the 
grave  charge  was  disproved  by  dates.  If 
sir  R.  Donkin  was  ready  to  accuse  lord  C. 
Someiset,  he  was  ready  to  listen  to  his  ac- 
cusation. That  was  all  he  could,  consis- 
tently with  his  duties  as  a  member  of  par- 
liament, concede.  He  had  not  read  the 
pamphlet  published  by  sir  R.  Donkin,  be- 
cause, having  no  opportunity  of  inquiring 
into  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  it  must 
be  supposed  to  contain,  he  tliought  it  his 
duty  to  abstain  from  reading  it.  Before 
he  sat  down  he  wished  to  allude  to  a  cir* 
cumstance  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  other  colonies.  Some  little 
doubt  and  alarm  had  lately  prevailed 
amongst  English  barristers,  owing  to  the 
circumstance  of  the  government  sending 
out  to  some  of  the  colonies,  and  the  Cape 
amongst  others,  persons  as  judges  who 
were  not  English  lawyers.  He  must  pro- 
test against  such  a  practice,  except  under 
very  extraordinay  circumstances  indeed. 
It  was  not  safe  to  send  out  as  judges,  even 
to  places  where  the  civil  law  was  admi- 
nistered, any  persons  not  practised  in 
the  Englidi  law,  or  not  habituated  to  trial 
by  jury  and  the  English  law  of  evidence. 
It  was  impossible  that  any  person  edu- 
cated at  Uie  Scotch  bar  could  obtain  a 
competent  knowledge  of  the  civil  law. 
He  knew  well  that  a  knowledge  of  the  civil 
law  did  not  exist  at  the  Scottish  bar.  It 
was  proved,  at  the  late  trial  at  Lancaster, 
that  the  examinations  in  the  civil  law  at 
the  Scotch  bar  were  a  mere  farce.  The 
way  in  which  the  thing  was  done  was  this : 
a  young  man  went  on  the  n^ht  before  the 
day  appointed  for  examination,  and  asked 
in  what  page  he  was  to  be  questioned. 
If  government  would  send  out  persons 
embiied  with  English  law  principles,  and 


with  a  knowledge  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
English  law  of  evidence,  they  would  have 
better  judges  than  they  coula  hope  to  ob- 
tain by  sending  out  individuals  conversant 
with  civil  law  only.  But  then  if  they 
would  have  civil  lawyers,  let  them  take 
them  from  Doctors  Commons,  and  not  go 
to  Scotland  for  them.  To  look  for  any 
knowledge  of  civil  law  there,  was  quite 
absurd. 

Mr.  Wilmot  Hortan  observed,  in  re- 
ference to  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  that  government  had 
not  lost  sight  of  the  principle  of  sending 
out  persons  to  administer  the  law  in  the 
colonies,  who  were  thoroughly  imbued 
with  the  principles  of  English  law.  On  a 
recent  occasion,  two  of  the  judges  sent 
out  came  precisely  within  the  description . 
of  those  persons  whom  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was  desirous  of  seeing  placed  in 
such  situations;  but  it  was  at  the  time 
thought  necessary,  and,  indeed,  it  was  re- 
commended by  the  highest  authorities  in 
this  country,  to  send  out  a  gentleman 
acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the  civil 
law ;  it  being  likely  that  questions  mieht 
arise,  in  which  his  knowledge  of  t^t 
branch  of  jurisprudence  would  be  of  the 
greatest  utility.  Now,  with  req>ect  to 
the  question  immediately  before  them,  the 
House  must  be  aware,  that  the  case  of  the 
noble  lord  had  now  been  before  it  for 
two  years  ;  that  paper  after  paper  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table ;  and  that  extreme  ex- 
pense had  been  incurred  by  retaining 
commissioners  at  the  Cape,  to  sift  into  the 
charges  preferred  against  the  noble  lord. 
It  must  also  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  that  the  hon.  member  for  Arundel, 
after  pledging  himself  to  bring  forward  a 
specific  accusation,  had,  for  reasons  with 
which  he  was  utterly  unacquainted,  aban- 
doned that  intention.  The  House,  like- 
wise, would  not  forget,  that  on  two 
separate  occasions  he  had  appealed  to  the 
hon.  member  for  Arundel  on  the  princi- 
ples of  justice  and  courtesy,  to  inform  him 
what  were  the  charges  which  he  intended 
to  prefer  against  lord  C.  Somerset,  in 
order  that  the  noble  lord  might  be  pre- 
pared to  defend  himself,  and  lliat  he  (Mr, 
\V.  Horton)  might  be  enabled  to  collect 
the  information  which  might  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose.  The  session  had  now 
approached  its  termination,  and  the  hon. 
member  for  Arundel  had  neither  brought 
his  charges  forward,  nor  communicated  the 
nature  of  them.    Without  imj^ying  that 
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the  free  will  of  any  member  of  that  House 
should  ht  fettered)  or  that  he  should  not 
be  at  liberty  to  make  or  refuse  to  make  a 
motion  as  he  pleased,  he  must  contend, 
that  it  was  unjust  that  a  charge  should 
longer  be  allowed  to  hang  oyer  the  noble 
lord.  In  all  the  charges  which  had  been 
brought  against  lord  C.  Somerset,  he  had 
been  accused  of  corruption,  of  tyranny, 
and  of  every  thing  which  was  disgraceful 
to  a  man  in  his  situation.  If  any  person 
took  the  pains  to  read  the  petitions  which 
bad  been  presented,  they  would  be  found 
to-contain  accusations  of  that  description. 
The  parties  making  those  accusations  had 
not  ventured  to  follow  them  up  by  proof; 
and  therefore  it  was  but  fair  to  consider 
the  noble  lord  acquitted  with  respect  to 
them.  Having  been  called  upon  by  the 
noble  lord  to  state  what  was  the  opinion 
entertained  bjr  government  with  respect  to 
the  case  of  his  noble  relative,  he  could  de- 
clare that  the  noble  secretliry  for  the 
colonieii  saw  no  reason  to  consider  any 
one  of  the  charges  preferred  against  him 
as  in  the  slightest  aegree  substantiated, 
which  affected  his  character  as  a  man  of 
honour  and  a  gentleman.  He  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  go  into  further  de- 
tat!  at  that  moment,  and  would  therefore 
conclude  with  declaring,  that  in  his  opinion 
the  House  must,  when  they  considered 
the  many  opportunities  which  had  been 
presented  of  making  out  a  case  against 
lord  C.  Somerset,  and  the  manner  in 
which  those  opportunities  had  been  neglect- 
ed, be  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of 
suffering  charges  to  hang  any  lofiger  over 
the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  having  been  one 
of  those  who  had  presented  to  the  House 
petitions  impugning  the  government  and 
conduct  of  the  noble  lord  (Somerset),  he 
felt  called  upon  to  defend  the  petitioners 
against  the  imputations  cast  upon  them. 
So  far  from  these  petitions  having  been 
the  work  of  combination  or  conspiracy,  no 
set  of  persons  in  the  colony  were  more  de- 
tached from  or  independent  of  each  other, 
than  the  different  bodies  from  whom  these 
petitions  had  emanated.  Each  had  sepa- 
rate and  serious  complaints.  For  his 
part,  he  regretted  as  much  as  any  man 
that  no  inquiry  had  taken  place.  It 
ought  to  be  recollected,  that  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  had  only  been  laid 
before  the  House  during  the  present 
session.  His  opinion  was,  that  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  government  to  institute 
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an  inquiry  on  the  subject  the  first  thing  in 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  P,  Palmer  said,  he  understood  that 
sir  R.  Donkin  had  stated  to  the  head  of 
die  colonial  department,  that  he  had  a 
charge  to  make  against  lord  C.  Somerset, 
and  that  lord  Bathurst  declined  to  en- 
tertain it.  He  had  himself  seen  a  letter, 
signed  by  the  right  hon.  secretary,  telling 
sir  R.  Donkin  that  lord  Bathurst  did  not 
wish  him  tobri ng  forward  his  charge.  That 
fact  ought  to  be  set  at  rest  He  spoke  in 
the  presence  of  the  fight  hon.  secretary, 
who  could  contradict  htm  if  he  stated  that 
which  was  incorrect.  As  the  character  of 
sir  R.  Donkin  was,  in  some  degree,  afiected 
by  wh{tt  had  passed,  it  might  not  be  im-* 
material  to  put  the  House  in  possession  of 
the  fact,  that  he  had  filled  the  office  of 
governor  of  the  Cape  for  two  years  all  but 
five  days,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obtain 
for  him  the  thanks  of  his  majesty,  of  every 
public  department  at  the  Cape,  and  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cape  generally.  These 
marks  of  approbation  were  bestowed  upon 
sir  R.  Donkin  not  at  a  time  when  he  was 
in  power,  but  when  he  was  out  of  office, 
ana  had  left  the  colony.  Whilst  sir  R. 
Donkin  acted  as  governor  he  effected  some 
extensive  improvements.  Amongst  other 
things,  he  reduced  the  expenditure  to  the 
extent  of  half  a  million.  When  he  left 
office,  the  expenditure  was  300,000  m* 
doUars ;  and  in  1823  it  was  augmented  td 
1,300,000.  He  could  not  consent  to  ghre 
a  general  verdict  or  acquittal  in  behalf  of 
lord  C.  Somerset,  because  one  charge  had 
proved  to  be  without  foundation.  He  had 
hitherto  seen  only  one  report  from  the 
commissioners;  bat  he  understood  there 
were  nine.  Was  he  to  suppose  that  be- 
cause the  first  report  con  tamed  heavy  mat- 
ter against  the  noble  lord,  the  remaining 
eight  would  acquit  him  of  all  blame?  It 
was  indispensably  necessary  that  the  whole 
case  should  be  fully  inquired  into.  One 
thing  was  clear;  namely,  that  the  in** 
habitants  of  the  Cape  and  the  people  of 
England  would  not  acquit  his  lordship, 
until  an  investigation  had  taken  place.  He 
would  say  one  word  in  the  way  of  apok^ 
for  the  hon.  member  who  had  not  brought 
forward  a  motion,  in  reference  to  this  sub* 
ject,  of  which  he  had  given  notice.  It  had 
been  stated  from  goml  authority,  that  so 
long  as  there  was  a  prospect  of  lord  C. 
Somerset's  return  to  the  Cape,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  colony  would  be  afraid  to 
come  forward  to  substantiate  any  diargv 
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agftinst  him,  but  would  rather  submit  to 
t&  erils  they  endured,  than  provoke  hfs 
lonMi^'s  further  seyerit}^  by  appearing  as 
witnesses  against  him.  That  appeared  to 
him  a  snftcient  reason  why  the  hon.  mem- 
ber alluded  to  had  not  proceeded  with  his 
motion.  He  would  conclude  by  asking 
the  right  hon.  secretary  whether  he  in- 
tended to  lay  the  further  reports  of  the 
dommissioners  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  W.  Horion  felt  it  necessary,  in 
consequence  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  member,  to  repeat  what  he  had  said 
On  a  former  evening.  Sir  R.  Donkin 
stated  in  the  first  instance,  that  he  could 
make  disclosures  which  would  cover  lord 
C.  Somerset  with  ruin.  That  declaration 
was  very  naturally  construed  into  a  chaige 

S^  lord  Bathurst;  and  he  thought  the 
ouse  would  be  of  opinion,  that  when  one 
public  man  spoke  in  such  terms  of  another, 
it  was  not  forcing  the  meaning  of  the 
English  language  to  put  that  construc- 
tion upon  them.  Sir  K.  Donkin, 
however,  disAaimed  the  intention  of 
bringing  forward  a  charge  against  the 
noUe  lord.  He  said,  he  meant  nothing 
of  the  kind.  That  being  the  case,  lord 
Bathurst  told  him  finally,  that  as  he  did 
not  mean  to  bring  forward  any  charge,  the 
colonial  department  would  not  call  upon 
him  for  any  further  information,  because 
they  had  other  means  of  arriving  at  a 
knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  He 
left  it  to  the  House  to  decide  whether  sir 
R.  Donkin  had  not  retracted  his  charge. 
With  respect  to  putting  the  House  in 
possession  of  all  the  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners, he  must  say  that  he  could 
undertake  to  do  no  such  thing.  Many  of 
the  reports  would  refer  to  local  points 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  subject 
under  discussion.  If  it  should  appear 
proper  to  lay  any  of  the  future  reports 
upon  the  tabfe  of  the  House,  he  would  do 
so ;  but  he  would  not  pledge  himself  to 
any  precise  course.  It  was  sufiicient  that 
government  acted  on  their  responsibility, 
and  would  be  prepared  to  defend  them- 
selves when  called  upon. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  could  not  conceive 
a  graver  responsibility  than  that  incurred 
by  any  hon.  gentleman  who  put  his  name 
upon  the  grder  book  of  the  House  to  bring 
forward  a  serious  charge  against  an  indi- 
vidual, and  who  afterwards  left  it  un- 
completed, as  had  been  done  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Arundel  in  the  present  case. 
No  doubt  that  hon.  member  might  have 


weighty  reasons  for  the  course  he  had 
pursued ;  but  he  thought  that  the  hon. 
member  was  bound,  as  well  from  courtesy 
to  the  House,  as  in  justice  to  the  noble 
lord  who  was  most  materially  concerned, 
to  state  the  grounds  of  his  proceeding.  For 
his  own  part,  he  gave  the  noble  lord  an 
entire  and  unqualified  acquittal,  so  far  as 
related  to  those  charges  which  affected  his 
private  character  as  a  gentleman  and  a 
man  of  honour.  He  felt  bound  to  acquit 
the  noble  lord  of  the  gross  charges  of 
personal  corruption  which  had  been 
brought  against  him ;  but  he  could  not 
help  considering  his  government  a  mis- 
fortune to  the  Cape. 

Lord  F.  L.  Gower  said,  that  after  so 
long  a  time,  and  such  ample  opportunities 
had  been  suffered  to  pass  by,  the  noble 
lord  had  a  right  to  be  absolved  from  all 
personal  charges  which  had  been  made 
against  him  and  abandoned.  His  intimate 
conviction  was,  that  all  such  charges  were 
utterly  groundless.  He  would  be  the  last 
man  to  stand  in  the  way  of  what  might  be 
conceived  to  be  improvements  in  the 
government  of  the  colony,  but  there  were 
questiops  upon  which  every  gentleman 
and  man  of  honour  had  a  right  to  consti- 
tute himself  a  judge ;  and  on  these  points 
he  was  satisfied  that*^  there  was  no  ground 
for  imputation  against  lord  C.  Somerset. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

East  Retford  Dist&anchischent 
Bill — Petitiok  from  Birmingham.] 
Mr.  Lawlev  presented  the  following  peti- 
tion, signed  by  three  thousand  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Birmingham  : — 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Birmingham,  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  being  Rate  Pay- 
ers of  the  said  town, 

"  Sheweth ; — ^That  your  Petitioners  have 
observed  with  grateful  satisfaction  the 
introduction  into  your  Honourable  House 
of  a  Bill  for  enabling  the  town  of  Birming- 
ham to  return  Representatives  to  Parlia- 
ment. 

"  That  your  Petitioners  conceive  such 
extension  of  Representation  in  Parliament 
will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  populous 
and  increasing  town  of  Birmin^am,  and 
cannot  fail  to  be  beneficial  to  the  extensive 
manufacturing  interests  with  which  it  is 
connected. 

"That  it  appears  to  your  Petitioners 
that  such  Representation  is  especially 
desirable,  not  only  on  account  of  the  great 
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aad  incTeasing  population  of  the  town,  and 
of  its  important  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial interests,  but  also  on  account  of 
the  Tarious  and  complex  character  of  its 
manufactures,  all  worked  up  by  human 
labour  from  the  native  products  of  this 
country,  and  rendering  it  peculiarly  im- 
portant, that  Representatiyes,  possessing 
local  knowledge,  should  make  known  the 
interests  of  the  town  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  country. 

"That  your  Petitioners  rely  on  the 
wisdom  of  Parliament  for  a  due  regulation 
of  the  Elective  Franchise  for  the  town  of 
Birmingham,  with  adequate  securities 
against  the  tumult,  delay,  and  expense 
occasionally  attendant  upon  protracted 
elections  in  populous  towns. 

"  Your  Petitioners  do  therefore  humbly 
pray  that  the  said  Bill  may  pass  into  a 
law,  with  such  modifications  and  regula- 
tions as  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Honourable 
House  may  seem  expedient.  And  your 
Petitioners  will  ever  pray." 

Mr.  Littleton  said,  it  was  not  Birming- 
ham only  that  was  interested,  but  the 
neighbouring  towns  which  engaged  in 
manufacture.  The  population  in  that 
neighbourhood  was  exceedingly  numerous, 
and  possessed  strong  claims  to  have  the 
elective  franchise  conferred  on  them. 

Mr.  Tennyson  said,  that  those  great 
manufacturing  towns  were  by  no  means 
indifferent  to  the  right  of  returning  repre- 
sentatives. In  order  to  show  this  feeling 
in  a  strong  light,  he  wished  to  have  the 
petition  read  at  length.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion, at  the  commencement  of  next  session, 
to  move  the  renewal  of  that  bill  which  had 
been  read  a  second  time  in  that  House. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Mr.  Tenny- 
son afterwards  moved,  "  That  this  House 
will  not  order  iny  warrant  to  be  issued  for 
a  new  writ  for  electing  Burgesses  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  Borough  of  East 
Retford,  until  the  expiration  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament."  The  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Case  op  Mr.  Gourlay.]  Mr.  Hume 
said,  he  had  to  present  a  petition  from  an 
individual  from  whom  he  had  frequently 
presented  petitions  before  ;  he  meant  Mr. 
Robert  Gourlay,  now  a  prisoner  in  Cold- 
Batb-fields  prison.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  re-stated  the  case  of  this  individual, 
and  said,  he  considered  it  a  very  hard  one. 
Mr.  Gourlay  had  been  in  prison  three 
years  on  the  charge  of  an  accuser  whom 
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be  did  not  know.  He  had  been  accused 
of  madness,  and  he  only  wanted  an  op- 
portunity of  having  that  question  put  to 
the  test,  by  means  of  a  commission. 

Mr.  ^rott^^^om  said,  that  what  had  fallen 
from  his  hon.  friend  made  it  necessary  that 
he  should  trouble  the  House  with  a  few 
words  respecting  an  individual  whom  he 
always  thought  to  be  mad,  and  whom  he 
believed  now  more  than  ever,  after  hearing 
this  petition,  to  labour  under  insanity. 
There  never  could  be  a  doubt  as  to  who 
was  Mr.  Gourlay's  accuser.  His  accuser 
was  the  Home  Department — the  depart- 
ment of  the  Police. 

Mr.  Hume, — Mr.  Peel  has  denied  this. 

Mr.  Brougham. — Well,  then,  the  police 
themselves  must  have  b^n  his  accusers. 
At  all  events,  the  assertion  that  he  was  the 
person  who  had  charged  Mr.  Gourlay  at 
the  Police-office  was  utterly  groundless, 
absolutely  and  altogether  false.  So  little 
ground  was  there  for  such  a  representation, 
that  when  he  was  sent  for,  to  go  and  appear 
against  this  poor  man,  hehad^fused  to  have 
any  thmg  to  do  with  him.  But,  whether 
interference  could  fairly  be  charged  upon 
him  was  quite  of  another  description.  He 
had  applied  to  Mr.  Maule,  the  solicitor  to 
the  Treasury,  who  informed  him  that  this 
poor  man  Qould  procure  his  own  enlarge- 
ment upon  offering  the  slightest  amount  of 
surety.  This  was  all  that  was  necessary^- 
this  was  what  the  magistrates  must  re- 

?[uire— this  was  what  would  be  exacted 
rom  any  one  of  the  fourteen  million  of 
subjects  of  these  realms,  if  he  committed, 
or — as  was  the  case  in  this  instance — ^if  he 
attempted  to  commit,  a  breach  of  the  peace ; 
for  the  poor  man  really  did  no  more  than 
shake  his  cane  or  whip,  or  whateypr  it  was 
he  held  in  his  hand,  over  his  (Mr.B's.)  head 
in  the  lobby.  A  person  so  trespassing 
could  not,  in  fact,  be  let  off  by  a  magb- 
trate  without  surety.  The  law  was  per- 
emptory, and  the  magistrate  would  violate 
his  duty,  who  let  a  man  off  so  circum- 
stanced, without  the  necessary  amount  of 
security.  But  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  Mr.  Gourlay  was  charged  publicly 
with  madness.  That  he  laboured  under 
mental  derangement  he  firmly  believed, 
not  only  from  what  he  knew  of  Mr. 
Gourlay  himself,  but  from  the  opinion  of 
two  physicians,  the  most  experienced  in 
cases  of  lunacy  of  any  in  London,  one  of 
whom  was  sir  George  Tuthill.  He  had 
even  asked  Mr.  Gourlay's  counsel  what  he 
thought  of  him,  aud  that  gentleman  had 
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decidedly  told  him  that  it  would  not  be 
safe  to  leave  him  at  liberty  for  five  minutes. 
The  poor  man  had  uttered  terrible  threats 
against  the  judge ;  and  it  was  proved  that 
a  pistol  was  purchased.     Indeed,   there 
could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  one  of  the  derangement  of  this 
person — at  least  that  was  his  impression 
ever  since  the  day  when  the  poor  man  at- 
tacked him  in  the  lobby,  shaking  his  cane 
or  whip,  or  whatever  it  was,  over  his  hat, 
and  exc^dming,  <*  Let  the  dead  bury  their 
dead !    Is  not  a  living  man  better  than  a 
dead  missionary?  "    And  this  had  evident 
reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
missionary,  which  excited  a  memorable 
debate  in  that  House.    This  was  the  sane 
man — ^the   rational   being   of    his    hon. 
friend  the  member  for  Aberdeen.      He 
knew  perfectly  well  that  his  hon.  friend 
did  not  believe  poor  Qourlay  to  be  insane ; 
and  he  likewise  knew,  that  the  more  any 
person  endeavoured  to  convince  his  hon. 
friend  of  the  error  of  any  opimon  which 
once  entered  into  his  head,  tne  more  cer- 
tain that  person  was  of  having  that  opinion 
more  obstinately  confirmed.    This,  right 
or  wrong,  woula  surelv  be  the  case.    His 
hon.  friend  was,  therefore,  quite  consistent 
in  asserting  that  this  unfortunate  man  was 
sane.    Now,  he  had  seen,  perhaps,  five 
hundred    madmen,    who   could   talk  as 
rationally  as  his  hon.  friend  upon  some 
points;  and  the  physicians  said  the  same,  but 
then  their  experience  suggested  the  mode 
of  striking  the  key  of  the  disorder.    That 
was  the  way' in  which  madness  was  de- 
tectedy  but  of  which  his  hon.  friend  did  not 
seem  to  be  aware ;  and  he  sincerely  hoped 
his  hon.  friend  would  never  know  more  of 
the  matter  than  he  did  at  that  moment. 
He  must  again  declare,  that  he  was  no 
party  to  this  man's  detention.  Indeed,  the 
moment  after  he  was  taken  in  the  lobby 
of  that  House,  a  gallant  friend  of  his 
(general  Fergusson)  had  been  told  by  the 
man  himself,  that  he  had  no  complamt  to 
make  against  Mr.  Brougham,  who  had 
always  behaved  to  him  Uke  a  gentleman, 
and  shaken  hands  with  him  upon  parting 
after  he  had  delivered  his  last  petition. 
Now,  he  had  had  the  curiosity  to  look  into 
the  votes  to  see  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
petition  about  which  Mr.  Gourlay  had 
complained;  and  he  found  that,  so  far 
from  its  having  had  any  reference  to  the 
petitioner's  own  grievances,  it  solely  re- 
nted to  the  education  of  the  poor — a  sub- 
ject in  which  be  (Mr*  B.)  bad  been  very 
^  VOL  XVII. 
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much  engaged,  and  upon  that  account  had 
he  been  selected  for  the  presentation  of  this 
very  petition.     As  to  the  poor  man's  own 
case  of  suffering,  he  had  heard  it  distinctly 
from  him :   he  had  been  badly  used   in 
Canada — that  is,  he  had  been  tried  and 
punished,  when  he  ought  not  to  have  been 
tried  at  all ;  for  he  was  clearly  under  a 
calenture  at  the  moment,  and  a  fitter  sub- 
ject for  a  lunatic  hospital  than  a  court  of 
justice ;  and  this  calenture  had  been  sorely 
aggravated  by  the  trial  and  subsequent 
imprisonment.    The  petitioner  had  been 
bred  a  gentleman,  but  during  his  aberra- 
tions he  had  permitted  himself  to  fall  so 
low,  as  to  be  a  parish  pauper  in  Wiltshire, 
and  to  break  stones  on  the  road  for  his 
sustenance.    Why  allow  his  supposed  re- 
sentment to  have  slumbered  for  more  than 
three  years,  and  then  have  endeavoured  to 
comnut  an  assault  in  the  presence  of  a 
hundred  people,  in  so  public  a  place  as 
the  lobby  of  the  House  ot  Commons,  where 
he  knew  he  must  be  interrupted ;  and  then, 
not  upon  any  personal  ground,  but  be- 
cause of  what  he  called  a  debate  upon  "  a 
dead  missionary?"    The  whole  act  was 
that  of  a  lunatic,  and  rendered,  if  possible, 
more  evident,  by  the  letters  which  he  had 
written  to  the  Speaker;  for  in  them  he 
said,  that  he  was  a  loyal  man,  but  there 
was  no  disloyalty  in  pulling  the  king  by 
the  nose ;  which  he  illustrated  by  adding, 
that  if  the  king  fell  into  a  well,  would  not 
any  loyal  subject  be  justified  in  pulling  him 
out  by  the  nose,  to  save  him  from  drown- 
ing ?    And  again,  if  our  Saviour  was  right 
in  chasing  the  money-lenders  from  the 
Temple,  was  he  not  right  in  endeavouring 
to  drive  the  knaves  from  the  senate  ?     In 
fact,  if  ever  there  was  a  clear  case  of  aber- 
ration of  reason,  it  was  in  this  instance. 
The  poor  man  was  not  an  object  of  reason- 
able aenunciation.  What  was  his  own  state- 
ment?   He  said, "  I  have  selected  you,  Mr. 
Brougham,  as  the  object  of  my  attack,  be- 
cause you  are  a  well-known,  or  (as  he  said) 
a  distinguished  person,  and  I  cannot  have 
a  surer  way  of  bringing  myself  into  con- 
spicuous notoriety."     In  charity  he  must 
suppose  such  a  person  insane,  for  if  other* 
wise  could  the  human  mind  conceive  a  more 
atrocious  crime,  than  that  of  one  man 
seeking  another^s  life,  and  putting  his  own 
in  jeopardy  for    the    mere    purpose   of 
personal  notoriety?      But   his    conduct, 
then  and  since,  cleariy  showed  his  mental 
delusion :  he  did  not  quarrel  with  Mr.  Maule 
of  the  Treasury ;  be  did  not  bring  his  casa 
3A 
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before  any  of  the  proper  public  tribiift.^; 
but  it  was  used  as  a  stalking  horse  fqv 
a  certain  class  of  people  to  deal  i^  slander 
and  calumny.  3y  these  he  w^s  charged 
with  a  want  of  personal  courage,  because 
he  did  not  fight  this  lunatic.  Yes;  he 
was  so  charged  in  a  filthy  publication  of  tlie 
day,  in  which  he  had  recently  seen  a  poem, 
wluch  set  forth  this  accusation.  It  was 
the  production,  he  believed,  of  a  set  of 
persons  who  wrote  very  pretty  poems,  but 
whose  lines  were  very  immoral ;  who  de- 
voted themselves  to  slander  and  destroying 
reputations  ?  Amongst  them,  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  were  clej^ymen  of  the  Est^b^sbed 
Church — men  who  thought  tjiat,  by  rai- 
ning down  characters,  they  would  recom- 
mend themselves  to  patronage;  but  not 
one  of  whom,  he  smcerely  hoped,  the 
present  government  would  ever  make  the 
object  of  promotion.  They  kept  them- 
selves ifi  darkness.  From  the  hiding  places 
in  which  they  lurked,  fcbey  issued  their 
poison  ;  and  endeavoured  by  their  inalig- 
nant  interposition,  to  set  one  set  of  men  to 
cut  the  throats  of  another.  His  hon. 
friend  had  asked,  why  his  accuser  had  not 
come  forward.  Why!  the  law  was  his 
accuser,  and  required  sureties  fq^r  his  good 
behaviour.  Why  did  not  his  hon.  friepd, 
if  he  believed  him  to  be  sane,  copae  for- 
wai'd,  he  being  a  rich  man,  and  becon^e 
his  surety  ?  No  ;  he  prudently  refrained 
from  such  astep,  becausehe  doubtless  appre- 
hended, that  when  Gonrlay  was  released, 
he  might  be  exposed  to  personal  attack  in 
nis  next  paroxism,  and  told  as  the  people 
in  the  lobby  were,  "  let  the  dead  bury  their 
dead.''  If  the  sureties  were  once  g^ven, 
the  man  must  be  enlarged,  and  the  public 
must  take  their  chance  with  hiip.  But  he 
must  again,  once  for  all,  protest  against 
being  considered  either  his  accuser  or 
detainer. 

Mr.  Hudson  Gumey  professed  himself 
not  satisfied  with  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  this  man  had  been  detained  in 
custody ;  and,  as  he  understood,  by  the 
order  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Brougham  repeated,  that  there  had 
been  no  detention  of  this  man  by  the  au- 
thority of  that  House. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  he  understood  that 
the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  and  other 
persons  were  willing  to  give  the  necessary 
securitY  for  this  individual,  but  that  he 
refused  to  accept  it,  until  a  commission 
bad  been  appointed  and  made  their  (ep9]r^. 


tie  thought  that  the  l^spom  ^kt  riM>«U 
be  dmwi^  frqm  the  peti|y^i|8  pf  this  io- 
divi4Mal  was,  that  when  ^  m^^  obBtinalely 
refused  to  cqnfonn  to  the  j^:aictices,  and  to 
obey  the  regulations  pf  ^^  law,  He  oiight 
jto  suffer  for  his  indiscretion.  He  thought 
that  the  hon.  meipber  for  Aberdeen  would 
benaye  in  a  much  kinder  manner  to  this 
individual,  if  he  refused  to  present  any 
piore  pf  ^b  petitions.  The  petitioner 
seemed  to  think  that  it  was  practicable  to 
get  out  of  confinement  by  other  means 
than  jthose  which  the  law  prescribed ;  a»d, 
as  long  as  mefnbera  conti^ni^d  to  pnssent 
his  petitions,  so  fpng  would  this  delusioii 
cpptioue. 

Lord  Palmersion  could  not  help  Ibink^^ 
ing  that  the  refusal  pf  the  offer  of  the  hon. 
ifiember  for  Aberdeen  indicated  something 
very  like  mental  aberration  in  the  pe- 
titioner. 

Ordered  to  )i.e  on  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

*  Monday,  July  2. 

The  Kino's  Speech  at  the  Cjlose 
OF  THE  ^Ess^oK.]  After  the  royal  assent 
had  been  given,  by  con^missioii,  to  several 
public  and  private  bills,  a^  epd  was  put  to 
the  session.  The  following  is  the  Speech 
of  the  Lprds  CommiBsioners : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  We  are  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to 
express  to  you  the  satisfaction  which  his 
Majesty  feels  in  being  enabled,  by  the 
state  of  the  Public  Business,  to  release  you 
from  further  attendance  in  parliament. 

"  His  Majesty  directs  us  tp  inform  you, 
that  he  continues  to  receive  from  all  Foreign 
Powers,  assurances  of  their  earnest  desire 
to  cultivate  relations  of  friendship  with  his 
Majesty ;  and  that  his  Majesty's  best 
efforts,  as  well  as  his  Majesty's  communi- 
cations with  his  Allies,  are  unceasingly 
directed  to  the  termination  of  existing  hos- 
tilities, and  to  the  maintenance  of  general 
peace. 

"  Gentlemen  of  this  House  of  Gonqnons, 
"  His  Majesty  commands  as  to  thank 
you  for  the  Supplies  which  you  hare 
granted  for  the  service  of  the  present  y^, 
and  to  assure  you  that  hi^  Majesty  haa 
gi?en  direc^os  for  a  cerefiil  wm>u  of  the 
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Financial  State  of  the  Country,  with  a  view 
to  every  diminution  of  expenditure  which 
may  be  found  consistent  with  the  necessary 
demands  of  the  Public  Service,  and  with 
the  permanent  interests,  good  faith,  and 
honour,  of  the  nation. 
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**  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen. 

"  His  Majesty  is  confident  that  you  par- 
ticipate with  his  Majesty  in  the  pleasure 
which  his  Majesty  derives  from  the  indica- 
tions of  a  gradual  revival  of  employment  in 
the  manufacturing  districts. 


"  His  Majesty  trusts,  that  although  your 
deliberations  on  the  Corn  Laws  have  not 
led,  during  the  present  session,  to  a  per* 
manent  settlement  of  that  important  ques- 
tion, the  consideration  of  it  will  be  re- 
sumed by  you  early  in  the  ensuing  session, 
and  that  such  an  arrangement  of  it  may 
finally  be  adopted  as  shall  satisfy  the  rea- 
sonable wishes,  and  reconcile  the  substan- 
tial interests,  of  all  classes  of  hu  Majesty's 
Subjecto." 

The  Parliament  was  then  prorogued 
until  the  21  St  of  August. 
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APF&NOIX, 


APPENDIX. 


FINANCE  ACCOUNTS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  6th  JANUARY,  1827. 

CLASS. 

I.  •  -  -  Public  Ivcome. 

II. Public  Expenditueb. 

in.  •  -  -  Consolidated  Fund. 
IV.  •  -  -  Public  Funded  Debt. 
V.  -  -  -  Unfunded  Debt. 
VI.  •  -  -  Disposition  op  Grants. 
VII.  •  -  -  Abreabs  and  Balances. 
VIII. Tbade  and  Navigation. 


FINANCE   ACCOUNTS; 


No.  h — ^An  Account  of  the  O&dinaby  REyENUEs  and  ExTaAoaniKARY  Resources , 

I&ELAKD,  for  the  Year 


BEAM  OF  SEVEHVE. 


GROIS  RECEIPT. 


Mpayneati,  Allowucei« 

Diacoonta,  Drawbicki, 

tod  Boosiict  of  the 

Vtture  of  Dn«baclBi»  kc. 


Gostoms    •••••• 

Excue  •••.... ••..••,•••*.& 

MUmpg .^...^. 

TazM,  oader  the  Mamgement  of  the  CominutioDers 

of  Taxes 

PostOfBoe 

One  Shilling  in  the  Poond^  and  Sixpence  in  the 

Pound  on  Pensions  and  Salaries,  and  Four  Shil 

lings  in  the  Pound  on  Pensions.  • 

Hackney  Coaches,  and  Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

Crown  Lands '. .'.... 

Small  Branches  of  the  King's  Hereditary  Revenue.. 
Surplus  Fees  of  Regulated  Pobllo  Of|ees . , 
Poundage  Fees,  Pelfs  Pees;  Casualties,  Treasnrjf 

Fees,  and  Hospital  Fees 


£. 


t  •  • 


MOl,503 
5,030,028 


49,597 

74|370 

S78;08if 

9,343 

69,1d9 


t.    d. 
18     8 

2  rf 


£. 


9.    d* 


16    9\ 

0    0 
14  II 


l«019,95l  JO  O; 

1,911,342  IS  2 

281,473  11  7J 

6.519  12  1 

95,870    6  9\ 


NETT  lECKlPT 
within  Uw  Yew,  alter 

dedoctlas 
K£PAYBfE!m,  ftC 


JE. 


d. 


9,594  10    8} 


Totals  of  Ordinary  Rerennes 


58,138,843  17    2 


W9f!t  itewutces. 

Money  receiTed  from  the  East-India  Goih^ahyi  bii 
account  of  Retired  Pay,  Pensions,  &c.  of  ^it 
Majesty's  Forces  serving  in  the  East  Indies,  p^ 
Aet4G6o.  4,  c71    

From  the  Commissioners  for  the  Issue  of  Kxche(|ner 
Bills,  per  Act  57  Geo.  3,  c.  34,  for  the  Employ- 
ment of  the  Poor.  .••••••.. .^••.^...'!..'.^. 

Money  received  from  the  Trustoes  of  Naval  and 
Military  Pensions l»,\,',, .'.,,',,., 

From  several  County  Treasurers,  and  others  in  Ire 
land,  on  account  of  Advances  made  by  the  Trea 
sory,  fat  improving  Post  Roads,  for  building 
Gaols,  for  the  Police,  for  Public  Works,  Em 
ployment  of  the  Poor,  &c 

Imprest  Monies,  repaid  by  sundry  Public  Account 
ants,  and  other  Monies  psid  to  the  Public 

Payment  of  the  Balance  settled  by  Treaty  to  be  due 
from  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 

Repayment  on  account  of  Money  advanced  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  in  the  year  1825,  for 
Silver  Coinage 

From  the  Bank  of  England,  on  account  of  Un- 
claimed Dividends 


19.569,973    1     8^ 

20,626,626,16     4| 

6,840,090    6  i<^ 

5.023309     6    7 
2,296,401  15  lOi 


49.587  16    9\ 
74.370    7    9 
278,088     0  101 
9,343    0    0 
69,160  14  11 

9,594  10     8{ 


60,000    0    0 

lif.OOb    7    2 
4,38O,06d    0    0 


3|'2S^^57  18    8) 


54,839,685  18     5^ 


Totals  of  the  Public  Income  of  the  United 
Kingdom  •••»•••• , , 


156,581  8  11| 
184,974  15  7\ 
100,000    0    0 

206,365  14  10 
64,581  12    2 


63,408,347  15  11 


60,000    0    0 

117,000    7     2 
4,380,000    0     0 


3,299,157  18    8| 


156,581  8  11} 
184,974  15  1\ 
100,000    0    0 

206,365  14  10 
64,581  12    2 


60,109,189  17    9| 

mssmsssssBSS 


Whilohall,  7>eas9ry  Chambers,  > 
24lh  Marob,  1827.         S 


CLASS   L--^PUBLIO   INCOME. 


[in 


oannttetliq;  the  PUBUG  INCOME  of  the  United  Kingdom 
edddd  5th  Jamnory,  1827. 


iorA&  mcoiiE, 

iMtoiiaf 


|ck«ici  orcdilccttoa,  ud 


MAIMIcn 
oMtMAof  SChJu 


.11 


X, 


t.    d. 


20,08J»06S  10    8) 
n,791^   ,0    6 
7466»d5l  14    7 


I 


5.115,044  16    5} 
8,510,799    3    2] 


5{.731  15    4) 
74,S7e    9     1 
3S5,945    e    1 
1V98  17    5) 
C9,160  14  11 

9,594  10    8} 


57,302,756    1     t\ 


60,000    0    0 

117,000    7    % 
4,380,000    0    0 


150,581  8  11} 
184^974  15  7] 
100,000    0    0 

fi0^pS6S  14  10 
64^1  13    2 


6«|47t,«59  19 


oQt  of  iltc  Incoa*.  in  iti 
Proffcwtttbe  CjicbcqiMr, 


rAmum 

CXCB£QO£IL 


BALANCES  Md  BILU 
OUllUodlBf 

oa5tli  Jinuary,  \%I\. 


2.231. 985  15  7 
l,6i7,351  3  81 
l86,3lSf  9  9i 

500,141  0  0) 
747,018  0  11| 


1,186  11  7 

9,848  1  1 

391.168  13  10^ 

3,573  18  8 


£. 


«« 


d. 


5,387,384  15  3| 


17,380,711  19  3^ 

19.173/>J9  13  0} 

0,703,350  li  10| 

4,703,743  13  6| 
1,570,000  0  0 


48.427  10  6^ 
64,151  10  0 

6,325  8  7 
69,160  14  li 

9,504  10  8} 


49,625,485  11  C 


60,000  0  0 

117,000  7  2 
4,380,000  0  0 


156,581  8  11| 
184^974  15  7\ 
100.000  0  0 

806,365  14  10 
64,581  13  2 


5,367,384  15  t|  54^894^989  10  3 


580.385  15  ^ 

1003,098  3  9; 

2783^(8  13  11: 

103,160  3  10 
193,781  3  3 


3,117  13  3 

376  18  0 

24,770  14  t\ 

3,800  10  2] 


TOTAL  DMCHAIICE 

oflto 

INCOME. 


£. 


«.    d. 


3,189,885  U    5 


2,189.885  14    5 


30,083,083  10  ^ 

31,791369     0  6\ 

7,166,951  14  7) 

5.115,044  16  t 

3,510,799    3  2 


53,731  15    4i 
74,376    9    1 
315,945    8     1 
13,698  17     5j 
69,160  14  11 

9,594  10    8} 


Rate  per  ceot 
for  wLtch  tbe 
CroM  Nccclpt 
WW  collected. 


57,303,756     1     1| 


60,000    0    0 

117,000    7    2 
4,380,000    0    0 


156,581  8  llj 
184,974  15  71 
100,000    0    0 

206,365  14  10 
64,581  13    3 


62,473,259  19  lOj 


£.  9,   d, 

7  9  4$ 
5  13  7| 
3  13    5i 

5  14    9} 
38    8  Hi 


3    7  10 

13  4  10 
15  16     2 

14  15  to 


6  18    7} 
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FINANCE   ACCOUNTS:. 


No.  11. — An  Account  of  the  OaniKART  Retekues  and  ExTEAOftDiiiAB,Y 

.  the  Year  .ended 


HEADS  OF  REVENUE. 


<!^i'timarj>  Kebenurif. 

Costoms   ....•.••• 

Exoiso 

Stamps ••.•••• 

l^iKCft,  under  llie  Mauagement  of  tJie  CommiBftionerii 
ofTaxes   .»• 

Post  Office    

One  SLilling  in  the  Pound,  and  Sixpence  in  the 
Poaud  on  Pensions  and  Salaries,  and  Pour  SliiU 
lings  in  tLe  Pound  on  Pensions 

Hacknej  Coaches,  and  Hawkers  and  Pedlars    .... 

Crown  Lauds 

Small  Branches  of  the  King's  Hereditarj  Revenue.. 

Surplus  Fees  of  Regulated  Publie  Offices  ••...... 

Totals  of  Ordinarj  Revenues  . .  •  • 


CKOSS  KECEIPT. 


Repannenti,  AltowtDCfi^ 

Diicoonts,  Onwbicki, 

■ad  Bouotiegoftlw 

Nature  of  Bnvbacki. 


£,       f.    d. 


18^51,702 

20,784,819 

6,634,891 

5.030,028 
2,184,514 


49,58r 

74,370 

278,088 

9,343 

69,160 


1    5 
18 
3     6 


t 


18    8 
15     8 


16    9) 
7     9 
0  lOj 
0     0 

14  11 


53,666,506  17    9 


Money  received  from  the  East  India  Compaoy  on 
Acoonnt  of  Retired  Paj,  Pensions,  &c.  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  serving  in  the  East  Indies,  per 
Act  4  Geo.  4,  c.  71 

From  the  Commissioners  for  the  Issue  of  Exchequer 
Bills,  per  Act  57  Geo.  3,  o.  34,  for  the  Employ 
ment  of  llie  Poor 

Money  received  from  the  Trustees  of  Naval  and 
Military  Pensions    

Imprest  Monies  repaid  by  sundry  Public  Aeoount- 
ants,  4nd  other  Monies  paid  to  tlie  Public 

Payment  of  the  Balance  settled  by  Treaty  to  be  due 
from  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 

Repayment  on  Account  of  Money  advanced  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  in  the  year  1825,  for  Silver 
Coinage    ..••..  ....•••• 

From  the  Bank  of  England  on  Account  of  Unclaimed 
Dividends... • •... 


Totals  of    the   Public   Income  of  Great 
Brilai; 


60,000,    0    0 

117,000    7     2 

4,380,000    0    0 

164,586  18  11 

100,000    0    0 

206  365  14  10 
64,581  12    2 


£. 


d. 


NEIT^iCUffT 

vlUtia  tba  vnr. 


UTAYMSim,  < 


£. 


9.      tU 


58,759,041  10  10 


95^^138  10  11|  17,598,163  10  5^ 

1,854,440  2  4  18,930,579  45  9^ 

251,781  6  6i|  6,383,109  17  0| 

6,519  12  1  I  5,023,509  6  7 

74,074  17  7  2,110,439  18  1 


49^7  16  9} 
74;370  7  9 
278,088  0  ID} 
9,343  0  O 
69,160  14  11 


3,140,354  9  6 


3,140,354  9  6 


50,526,152  8  3 


60,000  O  O 

117,000  7  2 

4,380,000  O  0 

164,566  18  11 

100,000  O  0 

206,365  14  10 
64^581  le  S 


55»618,687  1  4 


WUtaluai,  tVoMiiry  Chuiber*,  { 
241k  Mir<^  l$«r..  \ 


CLASS   L-^PUBLIC   INCOME. 


[♦ 


Rbsoitbcbs  constitatiDg  the  PUBLIC  INCOME  of  Great  Bextaix,  for 
5th  Janaary,  1827. 


TOTAL  laoom, 

InctHitef 


oamaaiiM  Mh  |u.  IMt. 


18,028,749  12    S) 

19,947,8«7    1  111 

6,698,593    8    5) 

5,11.5,044  16    5) 
S,S74450  11    5 


52,731  15    4j 
74^6    9     1 
315,945    8    1 
13,698  17    5i 
69,160  14  11 


CkUBCOf 

oihcr 

Ml  of  the 


,talli 


£. 


d. 


52,590,978  15  4} 


60,000  0  0 

117,000  7  2 

4,380,000  0  0 

164,586  18  11 

100,000  0  0 

906,365  14  10 
64,581  19  2 


1,729,271  9  8 
1,292,384  3  7| 
154,220  14  lOi 

309,141  0  0} 
631,770  3  1 


PATMBm 

iaiothe 
EXCBiaOKI. 


£.       #.  d. 

15,766,763  10  10| 

17,749,273  18  10| 

6,277,014  14  8 

4,702,743  12  6| 
l,496/)00  0  0 


■ALANCB  IM  UtU 
OB  5lh  JMuary,  iflVL 


1,186  11  7 
9,848     1     1 

291,168  13  10) 
3,579  18    8 


4,429,563  16    6)46,179,861    Oil) 


57,689,813    8    5| 


48,427  10    6i 
64|151  10    0 

•        •        • 

6,525  8  7 
69,160  14  11 


4,499,563  16  6) 


60,000  0  0 

117,000  7  9 

4,380,000  0  0 

164^586  18  11 

100,000  0  0 

906,365  14  10 

64/>81  19  2 


£.        #.  d 

539,714  11  ^ 
906,168  19  5 
967,357  18  11) 

103,160  3  10 
146,380  8  4 


TOTAL  DDCIUKB 

of  the 
niCOMI. 


•£. 


d. 


for 


B  pert 

vUch 


£.    9.    d. 


3,117  13 

376  18 

94,776  14 

3,800  10 


3 

0 


18,098,749  19    9| 

19,947,897    1  ll| 

6,698,593  8  5| 

5,115,044  16  5) 
9^4^150  11  5 


52,731  15  4) 
74,376  9  1 
315,945  8  1 
13^698  17  5} 
69,160  14  11 


1,987,853  17  11 


51,272,395  14    0| 


5  14    9i 
96  15    4( 


9    7  iO 
\%S  14  10 

15  16    9 
14  15  10 


59,590,978  15    4f 


60,000  0    0 

117,000  7    9 

4,380,000  0    0 

164,586  18  11 

100,000  0    0 

906,365  14  10 

64^1  19    9 


6    3    6t 


1^987,853  17  11    57;689,8]3    8    5f 


J,  C.  HSIUUB& 


to 


FINANCE  ACCOUNTSe 


No.  III. — An  Account  of  the  Ordinary  Retekues  and  Extraoroikaet 

5ch 


HCAOs  or  inUNllB. 


CMloai    

IksiM « 

Slaapt 

PoctOffM 

PoBwkge  t^m,  Felk  Fmc,  CtswUUm,  Ttwiury 
Pp6i»aa4  HoHpiUlFeet 

Totals  of  Ordinary  ReTenuei 


From  Um  PtoTott  aod  Fellowt  of  IViiiUy  GoUflfe, 
on  Account  of  AdTincM  nu^e  by  the  Trenaorj 
.for  compl^ng  the  North  Sqaire  of  the  itid  Col- 
lege* por  4°t  ^  ^^^*  ^»  <>•  67  • 

^On  Acooant  of  Adfuioen  made  bj  the  Tre»- 
sory  for  impiofiof  Post  Rosdi  in  Ireland, 

under  Act  45  Geo.  3,  o.  43 

Ou  Recount  of  Advances  made  bj  the  Tree- 
snrj  for  building  Gtoli,  under  Act  50  Geo. 

3,c.  103 

On  Account  of  Ad?an(ies  made  by  the  Trea- 
inry,  for  Police  in  proclaimed  DistricU, 
under  Acts  54  Gi»o.  .%  c.  131  and  180, 

and  3  Geo.  4,  c.  1 03   •......., 

On  Account  of  Advances  made  by  the  Tna- 
snry  for  Public  Works  and  Employment 
of  the  Poor,  under  Acts  57  Geo.  3,  c.  34 
&  lt4.  and  3  Geo.  4,  c.  112,  and  3  Geo.  4, 

C.84 

Imprest  Moaiaa  repaid  b^  sundry  Public  Account- 
ants, and  other  Monica  paid  to  the  Public 


IbTALs  of  the  Publin  Income  of  Inland 


cion  RicciVT. 


iepty*c«ti,  OnvbickB, 
DiKoaati,  ac 


nnrnccsirT 
vidiiii  Ow  rtar,  sftc 


of.        s.    i 

1,757,149  16  5| 
466,612  14  llj 
207,757     6  llj 

9,594  10    BJ 


4,47«,336  19    5 


1,107  13  10 

7,638    g    6 

23,*;SS  13     9i 

98,513  18     4J 


25,539    1     IJ 
20,387  16     8} 


•i 


4,649,306    5 


M 


d. 


£^ 


d. 


66,41%  19    0}   ^964,S0»  11     5 


60,90)  15  10 

9,698    5    1^ 

«1,795    9     «i 


158,803    9    H 


\fi96,U7     O  7| 

456,990     9  9| 

185,961  17  9] 

9,594  10  8f 


4,315,553  10    2^ 


158,803    9    H 


1,107  13  10 

7,63«     %     6 
23,788  13    i^ 

98,513  18    4^ 


25,539     I     H 
20,387  16    8i 


4,490,502  15  1<^ 


■affw^p 


f^hitehall,  IVeasuiy  Chambers,  > 
24th  Martb,  Iftlt  > 


CLASS   t.-Ll>lTBLlG  ItfeOIIE. 


ft 


:9£ 


RfiMuacu,  coDsUtmiikg  the  PUBLIC  INCOME  of  Irelakp,  for  tbe  Year 
January,  1827, 


TOTAI.  IWCOMf 
BALAMCtS 


£. 


«.    d* 


S,054,5S3  18  51 

1,843,541  18  7 

468,358    6  1 

^36,648  11  9 

9,594  10  8} 


4^61M77    5    8} 


Clut|t»«f  GtlkcUoii,  Md 

other  PaymcDU 
eu^f  (he  IBC— c,  in  iu 
flro^rcM  ts  (hcLichcqacr. 


1,107  13  10 

7,dS«    S     6 

«3,788  13    t\ 

98,5i3  18    4^ 


^»339    1     1} 
«6,387  t(»    8^ 


4,789,44<i  11     4{ 


^. 


#.    li. 


49^,714    5  11 

31,99i  U  \S% 
116,247  17  lOj 


964,8t0  18    8} 


PAYHKim 

iota  the 
KXCHEQUEI. 


£. 


#. 


^ 


1,513,948    a  5 

1,422,7'^'>  H  24 

425,:i35  17  2J 

74,000    0  0 

D.594  iO  8} 


BALANCES  iftd  IfLLi 

outmading 
oa  SCh  Jaii«aiy»  tan. 


3,445,624  10  6^ 


•   •   • 


$64,820  18  8{ 


1,107  13  10 

7,632  2  6 

23,788  13  2| 

98,513  18  4} 


25,539  i  IJ 
20,387  16  8} 


3,622,593  16  2^ 


•f. 


TtrrAL  MICUAIGC 
of  the 

ivcoMi;. 


Ijie  per  cest 
for  whkh  the 
CroMBeMipC 
VMcqIMtM. 


47,671     4 
95,929    4 
il,030  14     0 
47,400  13  11 


202,031  16     6 


$.054,3^  1$ 

1,843,541  Iff 

468,358  d 

236,648  n 


lU.  *.    d, 

if    «    7i 

6  if   .li 
4^    1  11 


9,594  10    8J 


4,612,477    5    8} 


16    0    2 


202,031  16    6 


l,iOt  13  10 

7,632     2     6 

23,188  13    2J 

98,513  18    4\ 


25,539    1     IJ 
20^387  16    8} 


4,78^,446  11     7) 


/.  a  HSRnt^ 


.     FINANCE   ACCOUNTS: 


No.  I.— An  Aceovvr  of  the  TOTAL  INCOME  of  the  Rstekve  of  <3a«AT  Bfti« 
Repayments,  Allowances,  Discounts,  Drawbacksf  and  Bounties  of  the  nature 

DITURE  of  the  United  Kingdom,  exclusive  of  the  Sums  i^ 


HEADS  OP  REVEKUE* 


ORDINARY  RBVENUES. 
Bahnoes  and  BiUi  ouUUnding  od  5th  Jaanarj  1826 


ExciM. 

SUmpt 

TiXM   . 


Poit  Office 

One  Sbilling  and  Sizpennj  Dntj  on  Pensions  and   Salaries,  and 
Fonr  SkilUnfs  in  the  Pound  on  Pensions 

Haoknej  Coaches,  and  Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

Crown  Lands •• 

Small  Branches  of  the  King's  Hereditary  Revenoe 

Sarplos  Pees  of  Regolated  Public  Offices 

Poundage  Fees,  Pells  Fees,  Casualties,  Treasury  Fees,  and  Hospi 
loiFees  .••... • 


Deduct  Balances  and  Bills  onUtanding  on  5th  Jannary  1887 . .  •  • 

Total  Ordinary  Reyennes 

OTHER  RESOURCBS. 

Money  reoeiTcd  from  the  East  India  Company,  on  aoooont  of 
Retiied  Pay,  Pensions,  &o.  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  senring  in 
the  East  IndUes,  per  Act  4 Geo.  4,  c.71 •••...• 

From  the  Commissioners  for  the  issue  of  Exoheqaer  Bilb,  per  Act 
57  Geo.  3,  c  34,  for  the  employment  of  the  Poor   

Money  raoeifed  from  the  Trustees  of  Naral  and  Military  Pensions 

Money  lepaid  in  Ireland  on  aoconnt  of  Ad?anoes  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fnnd,  under  varions  AcU  for  Pablie  ImproTcment . 

Improst  and  other  Monies  paid  into  the  Exchequer 

Payment  of  the  Balance  setUed  by  TVeaty  to  be  due  from  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands «"*'i*j  "j 

Repayment  on  account  of  Money  advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fnnd,  in  the  year  18«5,  for  Silrer  Coinage •  • . . . . 

Pioai  the  Bank  of  England,  on  account  of  Undaimed  Dindends.. 


vsTr  ascEipr 
itttoS  la  Aooonat  of 

PaUic  Income. 


.£. 


d. 


19,562,973 

20.626,626  16 
6,840,030     6  10| 
5,023,509    6    7 
2,296,401  15  10| 


2.$6SfiT0    9    Bf 


49,587  16     9} 
74^70    7    9 
378,088     0  10| 
9,343    0    0 
69,160  14  11 

9,594  10    8} 


54,839, 


60,000    0    0 

117,000    7     2 
4,380,000    0    0 

156^1     8  11| 
184,974  15    7| 

100,000    0    0 

206,365  U  10 
64,581  12    8 


685  18    5| 


57,202,756     I     || 
2,189,885  14    5 


55,012,870    6    8| 


5,269,503  18    9 


Balaaoea  in  the  hands  of  Receifera,  &o.  on  5th  January  1826. 
Pitto  on  5th  January  1827. 


Balances  less  in  1827  than  in  1826 

Surplus  Income  pud  into  Exchequer  over  Expenditure  thereout 


Actual  Excess  of  income  over  Expenditure 


60,282^4    5    5i 

2,363,070    2     Sf 
2,189,885  14    5 


173,184    8    3f 

1,009,448    9    O} 


836,263  19    9| 


Whitehall,  Tlwsiiry 
24th  Mu^  ie27 


I 


CLASS   II.— PUBLIC   EXPENDITURE. 


ra 


TAiv  a&d  IftELAKD,  in  the  Year  ended  5th  January  18127,  after  deducting  the 
of  Drawbacks;  together  with  an  Account  of  the  PUBLIC  EXPEN- 
to  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  within  the  same  Period. 


EZPDR>mBt. 


PAYMBNTS  OUT  OF  THB  INCOME 
IB  ili  prografi  to  Um  Bxclieqiier : 

ChBrfM  of  Colleotion • 


Total  Pajomits  out  of  Uie  Isoone,  prior  lo  flie 
Pa^rBOBti  into  tlie  Exoheqi 


PAYMBNTS  OOT  OF  THB  BXCHBQtJBR : 

JJiM4mi»y  Inlerasl,  and  ManagoBMnt  of  the  Pablic  Ponded  Debt, 
four  Qnartoffi  to  lOth  Oetober  18S6,  exeloibe  of  5,591,931/. 
16#.  Sff.  iamed  to  Ihm  ConMiitionen  for  the  Bedaotion  of  the 
NationnI  Debt , 

Interait  on  Bxcbeqner  Billi  ..••• 


90,3 
1,S57,047 


4,090,537    7    9} 
7  ll| 


•f .       9.    d. 


5,987,984  15    9{ 


iMMd  to  Ibe  IVtttleet  of  Navd  end  Mililnry  Pennoni,  per  Act 

3Cfeo.  4,0.51    •.... 

IKlto  .    .    -  BankofBnglaBd,per  Aet4Geob4,c.S9 


GifflLbt    

PomIou  obnri^  bj  Aet  of  PtoUuMBt  on  Coniolidited  Fnnd, 

fonr  Qonrtom  to  lOtb  Oetober  18S6 

Behiiee  —d  AUowiaeee • ••«••• 

Conrtsofinetioe    •••• 


27,945,750  14    0 
831,907    6    3 


9,914^960    0    0 
585,740    0    0 


Ditto  -    .  Irolind, 


AdvaaeeonaeeomloftbeWetDooluatLeitii • 

For  tbe  ponhue  of  tbe  Doke  «f  Athol't  IntereiU  in  tbe  Pnblic 

BovemeeeftboIdeofMnn. • 

TBWtidnrBbnildins  London  Bridge,  per  Act  7 Geo.  4,  e.  40  .. .. 


V%rj  ... 

Onlnnnoe 


1,097,000    0  0 

3^988    6  Si 

69,115  13  5 

150,590  15  11| 

14,750    0  0 

9,956  13  8 

904,064    7  9 

301,497  10  6} 


98,076,958    0    3 


9^800,000    0    0 


940,000    0    0 

150,000    0    0 
190,000    0    0 


lotterjPriaw 

Bj   tbe  ConiHUwonen  for  imting  Bxcbeqner  Bills,  per  Act 

3  Geo.  4,  c.  86,  for  tbe  BniplojoMBt  of  tbe  Poor 

AdvHieee  oot  of  tbe  Conaolidnted  Fnnd  in  Ireland,  for  Pnblic 

Woi^ I     546,999    9    6} 


8,297,360  15  ^ 

6,540,634    9  9 

1,889,606    9  8 
9,566,783  11 


51 


69,802    5  10 
443,300    0    0 


9,164,173    7    7| 


510,000    0    0 


19|974^385    6    0 


ToTit • «••• 

8 wplin  of  laeoMO  paid  Into  Bxobaqaer,  over  Bxpendttare  iiaoed  tbereont  •  • 


1,060,094    8    4) 


59,979,925  17    5| 
1,009,448    8    O} 


60,989,374    5    5i 

^BssaaasssssBi 


/,  Cf  asMJss^ 


«!; 


riHAitci  ktcbv^^^z 


No.  n.— 4n  Acqi^unt  pf  the  Nett  PUfi^p  fNCpME  of  ^e  Uni^  Kjl)$fi<V  Pf 

t^e  JExpienfiijt^^  thereout,  defrayed  by  ^5  f.^y«y|ftj  Revi^ife  Rj^- 

pxcliMiye  of  the  Sums  applied  tf^  *e  Re4ca>pti<m 


IKCOME. 


Applicable  to  the 
OoDtoUditcd  Fuod. 


Cottomf ...f. Bf 

Rxoiae ; •••• ..•^.. 

SUmpB p.. 

Taxes  ander  the  mcMifi^mibDt  of  Iho  Co^i|iiif- 
ftioners  of  Taxes,  iiMolu^ing  Anmn  or  f^p- 
pertj  Tax ••• 

Post  Office ....M - 

pne  J^iUjpf  wi  ^^pence  Duty  on  PeifuPQi! 
and  Salaries;  and  Poor  Shillings  i^  the' 
Poond  on  Pensions  ......•••..• 

Hackney  Coaches,  knd  Haivkers  and  Pilars 

Small  Branches  of  iha  King's  Hereditary  Re- 
Tennes    •• 

Surplus  Fees,  regnkted  Public  Offices    ..• 

Poundage  Fees,  PeUsFees,  Casualties,  ifrva- 
snry  Fees,  and  I|oipit«|  Fees  •••• ^ 

Total  Ordinary  Bereniie.....^..... 


£.        t.    d. 

17,270,311  19 
19.172,019.  t» 
6,702,350  11  lOj 


% 


Mint  repayments  on  aeooont  ef  fiflfvr  Coin., 

Money  paid  by  the  King  ef  the  Nelberl^ds 

Monty  te(Mad  i^  Ifeland,  on  acoonnt  of  ad- 
ranees  from  the  ConsoUdaCad  JTnnd,  pnder 
Tarious  Acts  for  Public  ImproToment^.*... 

Imprest  and  other  |fon|is  piid  Into  the  fij:- 
ohequer • ^•••.«m • »••#» 

By  the  East  India  Colnpniiy,  on  eocoiji^t  oi 
retired  P»y,  Penpieos,  &o.  of  hii  Majesty'.s 
Forces  serring  in  Ipdin,  per  Act  4  Geo.  4j 
c.  71 

By  tlie  Trustees  of  liaval  and  Miltlary  {pen- 
sions, lets.  •••.••... 

By  the  Commissionen  for  istoil»g  Bxcljeqqer 
Bills  for  Public  yVorks 

Money  paid  by  the  Benk  of  BMlittd,  a|i  ac- 
count of  Unclainied  Difidwk,  4bP 


4,709,743  12    6| 
1,470,000    0    0 


46,427  10    6i 

MU    8    7 
69,lfi0  14    11 

9,594  IP    ai 


20^.3ei$  .14  10 
100^)00    0    0 


Ifi6,5fil    6  111 
184^9  19  \\\ 


T 


50,262,872  15    3 


Applicable  to  other 
PttbUc  Services. 


of.  #.       A 

10,400    0    0 


Income  paid  i»i» 
the  ijEcheipicr. 


d. 


17.280,711  19    34 
19472,019  13     0 
6,70t^350  11  10| 


4,702,743  12    6} 
IJSfOfiOO    0    O 


48,427  10    6i 
6i;i|l  10    0 

€»,U0  U  11 
9,594  !•    8| 


.        134  15  8 

6O»QP0    P  P 

4,380,000    0  0 

117,POO    7  ft 

64^1  liS  2 


4.63241iS  15    P 


49,625,485  11    6 

204,345  14  to 
100,000    0    • 


154,081    «U| 
484,874  44    Ff 

»    *  •  • 

68y888    •    0 

4,380,000    0    0 

112^86^    9    # 


54JB94,989  If    J 


^^^^^jj|[^^5^^gg5^^gj22" 


•^««*fl 


f?fT 


tVlttlelmll,  Traamry  Cl«mbfti»  { 
8th  Febniiij,  }f5^7.        > 


OLASS   I|.«-PUBLIC  IXPEHDfTURE. 


!■ 


(^REAT  Britain  ^4  ji&ELAtfp,  ;a  tbe  Year  ended  5th  ^B^nvfj,  1897,  %fler  ^V&tjf^ 
ments,  and  of  the  Actual  Issues  or  Payments  with^i  the  same  period, 
p{  Funded  Debt,  or  for  paying  off  Unfunded  Oebt. 


BZPENDITDRE. 


•*• 


D^rideiidB,  Interetl,  and  Managenent  of  tin  Poblio  Fanded  Debt, 
four  qnartera  to'  lOlb  October  18t6,  oxolanTe  of  5,591  ,'l^l/. 
't6s.  id.  issoed  ^o  tbe  CoouniMionen  for  tbe  Reduction  of  tbe 
National  bebt 

lutereat  on  Excbe^er  Billi • 


£.       9.     d. 

n,«45,750  14    0 
831,207    6    3 


Isiaed     to    the    Tnnteet   of  Naral    and     Mililarj    Pensions, 

per  Act  3  Geo.  4,  o.  51 

Ditto    -    -      Bailk  of  Bng:laDd  -    -    -    -4Geo.  4yC.£2 


Cifil  list,  foar  qufrten  to  &th  Januarj  1827 


Pensions  cbarged  \y  Act  of  Parliament, 
on  Consolidated  Fond,  fonr  qnartert  to  lOtb  Oct.  1826 


Salaries  and  Allowpinoes 
Courts  of  Justioo 
Mint        ... 
Bounties 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


f,Q14,260    0    0 
.'^,740    0    0 


Misoellaneoos        .....        Ditto 
Ditto    -    IrelB|id         .         .        »        Ditto 
Adfanee  on  aeoonnt  of  tbe  Wet  Doeks  at  Leitb  ... 


For  the  Parebaae  of  the  Dnke  of  Atbol's  laleresU  in  tbe  PubUo 
Rerenues  of  tbe  Isle  of  Man •••.. 

Advanced  towards  rebuilding  London  Bridge,  per  Act  7  Geo.  4, 
•c.40    ., 


Total 


Amy  ..*. 
Nmrj  ..., 
Ordnaaoe. 


MisceUaneoQs 


Lottety 

Bj  tbe  Conmissioners  for  iasoiiig  Exchequer  BiDs«   per  Act 

3  Geo.  4,  e.  86,  for  the  Bssploynent  of  tbe  Pbor    

Advaneea  oat  of  tbe  CooBoUdated  Fnnd  in  Ireland,  for  Public 

Works. • I 


l,to7.P90    Q  Q 

364,f68    6  3i 

69,115  13  5 

150,590  15  11) 

14,750    0  0 

f  ,956  13  8 

204,064    7  9 

301,427  10  6) 

240,000    0  0 

150,000    O  0 

1S0,000    0  0 


HcU  Expcoditarc] 


£.       t.   <f. 


28,076.958  0  3 


f.800,000  0  0 


8,297,360  15  8| 

6,540,634  9  2 

1,869,606  9  8{ 

2,566,783  11  5i 


69,802  5  10 
443,300  0  0 
546,922  2  6) 


2,674»173  7  7J 


33,551,131  7  10} 


10,274,385  6  0 


Total 
SiitplttoflAdoBMOtcr  Bx|MOditvrethereont  ... 


%r.  c.  HKRHaSi 


1,060,024    8    4) 


53,885,541     2    2{ 
1,009,448    8    (^ 


54,894,989  10    3 


««] 


PINAHXJE   ACCOUNTS: 


»     r 


No.  III.*— An  Accoont  of  the  Balance  of  PUBLIC  MONET  remainiag  in  the 

to  the  Funded  or  Unfunded  Debt,  in  the  Year  ended  5th  January, 

or  paying  off  the  Unfunded  Debt,  within  the  same  period;  and 


Bdanceg  in  Uie  fixelwqiMr  on  5di  Janmurj  18S6  t 

Conlribolions  towards  finding  8,000,0d0/.  of  Ezcheqoor  Bilb 


£, 


I.    A, 


5^5,638  il  11 
4,500,000    0    0 


MONEY  RAISED 

In  llie  Year  ended  5lh  Jannaiy  IBS?',  by  Um  creation  of 

Unfonded  Debt : 


Exobeqoer  Billf  ismed  per  Act  6  Geo*  4»  o.  70 

Ditto      -        -        -        7  -     -    •    2 

Ditto      -        -        -        7  -      -    -  do ^ 

Ditto  Poor  Bills        •        -        .        -     3  Geo.  4.  o.  86 
Ditto  Cliurdi  Bills    -        -        -        .   58  Geo.  3,  c.  45 


£. 


u     d. 


6,745,700  0  0 

10,000,000  0  0 

8,866,800  0  0 

443,900  0  0 

149,900  0  0 


Total  ...... 

Snrplat  of  Inoome  orer  BipeaditarB  thereout 


26,209,700    0    0 


96,009438  11  It 
l/)09,448    8    Oi 


37,018,786  19  11^ 


Wkiteball,  Tnanrj  CbMiben,  > 
8tbF«l(fM7^l8|7..       > 


CLASS   U.«PUBLIC   EXPENDITURE. 


xm 


ExcHZQUSA  on  the  5th  Januaryy  1826;  the  amount  of  Money  raised  by  additions 
1827;   the  Money  applied  towards  the  Redemption  of  the  Funded, 
the  Money  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  January,  1827. 


APPUBD  BY 

Th«  CiNMiMiMMn  for  the  Rcdaotion  of  Um  Naaond  Debt 
m  the  Radonptiofl  of  Fonded  Debt. 


Skkng  PiBd,  UnMdMMd  Funded  Debt. 
Iileraet  on  Redeeaed  -    -    -  Ditto , 


5,000,000    0    0 
591,231  16    2 


Beok  oC  BogUid,  to  pey  off  ^.5  per  oeot  AoMitiet  1797  ud  1 80f « 
Applied  towwdt  the  Redeaiption  ofFosded  Debt. .^ 


UMFUMDBD  DBBT. 
iHoed  to  tbe  Fkyaastert  of  Bscbeqoer  Billf,  to  ptj  off  Unlmded  Debt , 


£, 


«.    <f« 


5,59i;t51  16    S 

« 

30,000     0    O 


Bftltocee  b  the  Bzoheqeer  at  5th  Jenoary  1827 


5,621^31  16  2 


26,278,000  0  0 


31,899,231  16  t 
5,119,555  3  9i 


37,018,786  19  11^ 


MH.— Hm  Sm  of  df. 5,591,251  16f.  U.  applied  by  Uie  CoauBiMioDen  for  the  Redootion  of 

lotet  of  the  Siakiag  Fond,  wu  diapoMd  of  as  followi ;  rtu 


die 


National  Debt  to  the  porpotet 


By  Porehaae  of  Sleek ••• •■- 

By  eaneelliey  Bzeheqner  BiUa  inoed  to  pay  £A  per  enl  Di«entientf 

By  Int«ml  on  Eioheqoer  BiHs  tUtugpd  on  Sinking  Fnnd  •• •••••••• 

By  Ufo  Annnitiea  •••.••••••«• 


•«•« 


£. 


t.    d» 


1,712,397    3  10 
3,250,000    0    0 
62,565  10    4 
566,269    2    0 


5»591,S31  16    9 


VOL  XVUt 


8B 


m] 


^it^ANCE    ACCOt^NtS: 


No.  L— An  Account  of  the  Income  of  the  CONSOLIDATED  FUND  arifmg  in  the 

1997;  and  abo  of  the  Aetnid  Paymente  on  account 


Tho  Total  lAoome  ■ppUoftble  to  tbe  Connoliditnd  Fnnd  , 


5^J9St,Wlf  19    3 


WUlibdl,  TfMM#y  Cliai*iftM|  8Cb  WOnmjfmfr. 


No.  II.<— An  Account  of  the  Money  ^plicable  to  tbe  Parent  of  the  Cbaege  of  ike 
1827,  and  on  the  several  Charges  which  have  become  due  thereon, 

charged  upon  the  said  Fund»  at  the  cemmenee* 


mmtmmmt 


IVW^i 


Income  •liaiog  in  Great  Britain 


Income  arising  in  trefand •.• , 

Add  tim  8vni  paid  cot  of  the  ConioUdated  Fond  in  Ireland, 
towards  tHs  Sopplies,  in  the  Qoarter  ended  10th  October 

laSfr   .^^.... 

Ditto  5lh  Jaouarj  18t9 


£.       9^  d. 


Dednot  the  fliom  paid  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Pood;  towai^  tBe  StappHbs,  in 
the  Qaart*  ended  5lh  day  of  Janoarj 

I8jr  ....* •   «e;«r  »  ♦ 


£.      0,   it. 


437,391  18    4 

sta;n9  14   5 


4,t78,035    ^    (^ 


24d,4ir  10    4 


£,        #.    d. 

46,640,278  19    0| 


( 


Total  Som  applicable  to  the  Chaige  of  the  Consolidated  Fond,  in  the  Year  ended  5th 
daj  of  Janoarj  18S7 • • 

Sxoheqoer  Bills  to  be  issoed  to  complete  the  Pajment  of  the  Charge,  to  5th  day  of 
lannarj  18f7  •• ^ • • • 


4,031,617  18  8f 


50,671,896  17  9 
5,703,718  11  Q| 


56,375,615  8  9^ 


Wbilehall,  Traunrj  ChaBbef^til 


%im. 


CLASS   IH.— 06^N>SOLIDATEd   FUND. 


[XT 


United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  Year  ended  5th  January, 
of  &e  Consolidated  Fund  vnthin  the  same  period. 


nOINi  OF  PAYMENT. 


Di?i4t0ds«  loioreftty  Siokios  Pond»  and  Manafomenl  of  ike  Public  Funded  Debl^ 

4  Qowtert  to  lOUi  October,  18S6  ; 

Ittterett  oirBnlieqae^  BHIft  laaaed  npoa  Uid  crodU  of  tbe  CQoaoli^ated  Fund 

TfurtWi  Ibr'minl  uajl  ffiHttry  Feniiodi,  |fer  Ael  3  Geo.  4,  c.  51 

Bnrir  of  Bugluid        .        .        4        «     |er  Ael  4  Geo.  4^  o.  3Sf •„• 

Givil  List,  4  Qttvleralto  5lh  January  1827 


Ptnaion*  cbai^  bj  Att  of  ParlUtaenl  u|^ok  tbe  Contdlidatod  Fund,  4  QUatUrs  (o 

lOtb  October,  18«d. ^ 

SU vita  aktf  AlldiAui^         ..... 

Officers  of  Cpnrtf  of  Jiiatioe        ... 
^oeiiiea  of  l)&e  IffinC    ...... 

^unites       -.•....- 

Miscetlaneouk       ....... 


do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Do.    -    -     -     Ireland'     -----         do. 
AHvailoes  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  in  frelantf,  t^r  Pulilic  Works 


Surplus  of  tbe  Consoudatbd  Fund 


J.  c.  itiditiES. 


52,83?.9lBl2 

61,«07 

2,214,360 

.1»V40 

1,057,000 

364,268 

69,115 

150,690- 

14750 

2,956 

714,064 

301,427 

546.922 


10'  2 

6  3 

0  0 

0  O 

0  0 

6  34 

1.^  5 

15  \\\ 

0  0 


13 

r 

10 


8 

9 

^1 


38,919,285 

11,343,587 


6    ff) 
8    8^ 


50,268,872  15    3 


1^1^   II 


h^CM 


60IfS6l^l1>AT^I>  FUN1>  of  the  UnilM  Kingdom,  in  die  Year  ended  5tfa  January, 
in  the  same  yeai',  including  the  Amount  of  Exch'equer  Bills 
ment  and  at  the  termination  of  tlie  Year. 


HBADS  Olrf  CHARGE. 


Diridendi,  Interest,  Sinking  Fund,  and  llla&ageinent  of  Ike  I'oblio  Ponded  Debt, 
4  Quarters  to  5di  Jinoarjr,  1827 

IiritorM  on  Bzd&nqoe^  Bills  issued  upon  ik4  credit  of  the  Coiaolidated  Fund    

Trustees  for  Nairal  anil  MiliUrj  Pensions,  ||er  Act  3  Geo.  4,  c  511 

Bank  of  Bngfand' 4'Geo.  4,  c.  » 

Civil  lis^  4  QWrler^to5lh  Jannary,  182T '. 

Pensions  okarged  bj  ict  of  Parliament  uj^n  tbe  Consolidated  F^ind,  4  QuarfAfs  to 
5th  January,  1827    

Salaries  and  Alio wandn        -----         do.  ... 

Officers  of  Courts  of  Aistioe        -----do.  -  -. 

Expenses  of  ike  Mint  '------do.  -         -- 

Bounties        -.--....do.  ... 

MWI^BIOqUS  .......  QOt  ... 

Do.    -    •    Ireland        -...-do.          ... 
AdTUMM  ont  of  Ikv  GoMoUdated  Pond  in  Inland,  for  Public  Works   


Biekcquer  ^b  iaiked  to  make  good  tke  oktrge'of  tke  Consolidated  Fond,  to  5lk 
January,  1826  ....• ..••••••••• , 


90BPLVt  of  Ike  CoirsoLiDATlft  PvN o    .. 


<£. 

32,85f;37l 

67,212 

2,214,260 

585,740 

1,057,000 

370,536 

70,006 

139,696 

1V50 

2,956 

762,271 

300,181 

546,92i 


#.  </• 

14    2} 

5  7 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

17  0 

9  lOi 

12  4| 
0  0 

13  8 

14  11 
19  5{ 

2  6^ 


9e,96){f00~ 

5,548,817 


9-   7f 

9    7 


44,532,523 
11,843,091 


19    2| 

9    6| 


56,375,615    8    9^ 


/•aifiSft/ufis; 


dsa 
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FINANCE   ACCOUNTS: 


An  Account  of  Hit  Stete  of  the  PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBTS  of  Great  BaiTAiir 

the  Debt  incurred  by 


DBBT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

OldSoathSMAnnnitiw       -    do.  .,^... 

New8ooUiSeaABmnt!et      .    do 

Soulh  Sm  Aonvitiei,  1751    -    do.  

I>ebtdiMlot]ieBuikorEngluiddo.  ....•• 

Bmnk  Aanoitiet,  oroated  in  17S6  do 

Consolidated  Aiinailiof    -    -    do 

Redooed  Annuities     ...     do 

Total  «I  £.3  per  oeot 

Annnities    -    •    at  3|  per  cent  

Reduced  Annoilies  at  -    -do.    ,.• 

New  4  per  oeot  Amiuilies 

Annaitiof  crtmied  1826*  at  4  per  cent  ... 

Great  Britain 


la  IRELAND. 

Irisli  Consolidated  ^.3  per  cent  Atmnities 
Iiisli  Redaoed  £S,  per  cent  Annnities  ... 
^.3|  per  cent  Debebtores  and  Stock  ... 

Reduoed  ^.3{  per  eent  Annuities.,,. 

Debt  due  to  tbe  Bank  of  Ireland  at  ^.4  ? 

per  oent „,  ,„..„,.  J 

New  ^.4  per  oent  Annnities...... 

Debt  dne  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland  at  ^[".5  { 
per  oeot  ••••»• , J 

Ireland  •.....• 

Total  United  Kingdom  ,.. 


1.  cArrrALS. 


3,66t,784  8  6) 

4,574.870  8  7 

3428,330  8  10 

707,600  0  0 

14»686,800  0  0 

1,000,000  0  0 

369,103,390  12  6^ 

132,776,009  5  6 


529,639,784  U  llj 

15,083,949  13  9 

73,406,921  12  9 

145,550,336  13  6 

8,560,000  0  0 


772,240,992  1^  11| 


2,279,960  16  7 

931, IS3    3  9 

14,156.f04  10  1 

2,140,321  13  7 

1,615,384  12  4 

10,593,165  16  3 

1,015,384  12  4 


32,731,545    4  11 


804,972,537  16  10| 


%    CAPTFAtS 

cflM4  ami  timafi 

lo  Uw  CommiaioMit. 


o£. 


572,000 

S82.500 

52,500 

437 
8,373,012 
4,304,079 


If. 


CAPrrAts 

UMKDiXMKa 


0 
0 
0 

10 
10 


0 
0 
0 

9 
1 
11  10 


£.  #.  d. 

3,662,784  8  6) 

4,0023*70  2  7 

2,845,830  2  10 

655,100  0  0 

14,686,800  0  0 

999,562  9  3 

360,730,378  2  Si 

128,471,929  19  8 


13,584^29  12  8 

599,641  0  0 

5,838,417  10  2 

108,171  9  10 


516,055,254  19  3] 

14»484,308  13  9 

67,568,504  2  7 

145,442,165  3  8 

8,560,000  0  O 


20,130,759  12  8 


752,110,232  19  S^ 


11  17  10 

2  10  0 

672,861  16  6 

366,957  1  11 


205  0  3 


1,040,038  6  6 


21,170,797  19  2 


7 

8 


2,279,948  18  9 

931,120  13  9 
13,483,342  13 
1,773,364  11 

1,615,384  12  4 

10,592,960  16  0 

1,015,384  12  4 


31,691,506  18  5 


783,801,7S9J17  8{ 


•«»■— «MMMta 


jy^.<^TflB  abofo  Coldmns,  1  &  2,  sbow  tbe  'fotals  of  Debt  of  tbe  United  Kingdom, 
after  dedaotbg  the  Stook  direeled  to  be  eaneelled  bj  rarioos  Acts  of  Parliament, 
lAd  bjr  redempliott  of  liUidTMi,  aaoonting  to.,, • ••«• «••••••« 


trocx. 


CLASS    IV.—PUBLIC   FUNDED    DEBT. 


[xvli 


and  Ireland,  and  of  the  Cbaboe  tberenpon  at  the  6th  January,  1827,  including 
7,600,000/,  raised  in  1824. 


CHARGE. 


Cthb  Anaml  Sam  of  5,000,0001., 

dinotMl  to  be  isioed  par  4  G«o. 

4,  o.  19,  towardt  the  radootioii 

.,  .,      I     oftlwNatioBelDebtoftlieUnited 

*L'^^(     Kingdiim   

Ananl  Inlereet  on  Sleek  sUndiBK 
in  iba  nuoea  of  tlie  Coamii- 

tionen 

VLoBf  Aunailiea  - 


Fund. 


do 


"AmimI  InlefMl  on  UnradceMed 

.    Debt .•••• 

o  !S-      /  ^^%  Awmiliea,  expire  1860  ... 
FaUie    «  ^^  Aoimiliei  pey^ble  at  Uw 

Creditor.       Bxekeqner,  BBglisb  

Do.    .    Irish  


AaniMl  iDlarast  on  SCoek  traa»ien«d  to  the 
CoMWMUNiert  for  the  Redoetion  of  the 
National  Debt,  towarda  Ibo  Redenptioa 
of  Und  TVs  under  Sebadalea  C.  D.  1  & 
D.  f ,  53  Geo.  5,  o.  123  


t 


The  IVnaleaa  of  Mililarj  and  Naval  Penaioni 
anddvU 


TbTAt.  Cbaboi,  ineliidng  Sinking > 
Fnad  aad  PaiMi^nft $ 


IV  GUAT  UTTAIM. 


£.        *.    d. 


4»84O,000    0    0 


698,104  16  tot 
8.350  18    8| 


5,476,4&5  15    7^ 


24,5IS,59«  14  1 

1,332401    0  0 

25,8?7  8  7} 

35,476  18  7 


25»907,198  1  3| 


9.069  18  11} 
278,269    6    2) 

2,800,000    0    0 


IV  IBILAVD 

(In  BritUhCorrawy.) 


£.         M.     d. 


160,000    0    0 


36,402     5  10} 


196.402    5  10| 


1,169,419  17    9} 


7,038    0    9 


1,176,457  18    6i 


797  10    1| 


34.471,013    2    0|    1,375.657  14    6} 


TOTAL  AHVOAE. 
CHAICfc 


£.        #.     d. 


35,844.690  16    7 


FINANCE   ApCOUNI^: 
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CLASS  V^^VVFUNP^D  DBBT. 


[ri» 


An  Account  of  the  UNFUNDED  DEBT  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelavd,  and 

of  the  Demands  outstandings  on  5th  January,  1837. 


BUf»  eftdetirt  a  ^459/)00 
itiaed  for  pajingr  off  £A  per  oents,  Ika 
MjMevt  of  which  if  ofanrfcd  on  the  Sbk« 
log  Pond   .M •• ••.•...•.•.. 


PIIOTIDgn. 


jC-       «•    d. 


TnjKO    0    0 


SoDif  reoMiniiig  avpaid,  ehirged  opoB  aidi 
gfmnted  by  Pferiiaveot 


Advaaeet  madtB  ooi  tf  the  GoatolUited  Fnd 
IP  lielepdi  towftHt  the  fioppUen  whieh  an 
to  be  repeid  to  the  CoaaoKdated  Fand,^t 
•r  the  Waja  aad  Vaana  In  Oatat  Britafai... 

TovAt  UnfiUHlad  Debt,  aad  Demaada 
oolslaadini;   ..•••....•• •». 


Waji  and  If  aaai  „ 


SoiFivs  Waji  and  IffMaa 


C%«heqaer  Bitla  to  be  lasaed  to  eoanplete  the 
Charge  upon  the  CamoOdated  Pead    


Z,Wtfin    3    B^ 


946,417  10    4 


4,301,895  14    0} 


#,383,649  15    0| 


81,734    1    0 


uRpaonoED. 


i*.        f.    d. 


t3,r83»tOO   O    0 


UMSASO    0    0 


23,793,200   Q    0 


6,703,718  U    0) 


TOTAU 


;f .         «.     If. 


3,f8Mi8    3    8i 


MM17  10    4 


28,095,095  14    0} 


5»703,716  11    0( 


yhllahdl,  Treaiary  Chaibga,  > 
illhFebniar7,18f7.  $ 


•f.  A  JUBRiMA 


«] 


FINANCE  ACCOUNTS: 


An  Account  showing  how  the  Monies  given  for  tha  SERVICE  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  Year  1826,  have  been 
disposed  of;  distinguished  under  their  several  Heads ;  to  6th  January,  1827. 


SERVICES. 


Navy  ..«. 


Ordkakce  , 


SUKI 

Toted  M-Gitttotf. 


Forces 


Civil  Contingencies,  for  the  jear  1826..«. ••..•....•»•••• 

Rojal  Militarj  College • 

Rojal  Military  Asylnm ••. 

Salaries  and  AUowanoes  of  the  Offioers  of  the  Hoaies  of  Lords  and 
Commons ..«• ,•.••• •• 

Expenses  of  the  HoasM  of  Lords  and  Commons  

To  make  good  the  Defieienej  of  the  Fee  Fond  in  the  1>epartments 
of  the  Treasory,  Home  Secretary  of  State,  Foreign  Seorelary  of 
State,  Secretary  of  Slate  for  the  Colonies,  Privy  Coanoil,  and 
the  Committee  of  Privy  Coanoil  for  Trade 

Contingent  Expenses  and  Messengers  Bills  in  the  Departments  of 
the  Treasory,  Home  Secretary  of  Stale,  Foreign  Seorelary  of 
State,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Privy  Connoil,  and 
the  Committee  of  Privy  Cooncil  for  Trade  

Salaries  of  certain  Officers,  and  Expenses  of  the  Court  and  Receipt 
of  the  Exoheqoer    .., 

Salaries  or  Allowances  granted  to  certain  Professors  in  the  Univer 
sities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  for  reading  Coarses  of  Lectures 

Salaries  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Court,  of 
their  Clerks,  and  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  their  Office ;  and 
also  of  the  Expenses  attendant  upon  the  Gircoits « , 

Salaries  of  the  Offioers  and  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Office  for  the  Superintendence  of  Aliens,  and  also  the  Super^ 
annuations  or  retired  Allowances  to  Officers  formerly  employed 
in  that  Service    .••••■.. • .,, 

Usual  Allowances  to  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  in  England, 
poor  French  Protestant  Refugee  Clergy,  poor  French  Protestant 
Refugee  Laity,  and  sundry  small  Charitable  and  other  Al 
lowanoes  to  the  Poor  of  St.  Martin*s-in-the- Fields,  and  oUiers... 

Expenses  of  Works  and  Re|)airs  of  Public  Buildings 

Expense  of  the  Works  at  the.Royal  Harbour  of  George  the  FourUi, 
at  Kingstown  (formerly  Dunleary)  

Expense  of  Printing  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  Bills,  Reports,  and 
other  Papers,  for  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 

Expenses  incurred  in  18S6,  for  Printing,  by  order  of  tlie  Com- 
missioners for  carrying  into  exeontion  the  Measures  leeom- 
mended  by  the  House  of  Commons,  respecting  the  Reoords  of 
the  Kin|*;dom 4 

Expense  of  pro? iding  Stationery,  and  of  Printing  an^  Binding, 
for  the  several  Public  Deparloiento  of  Government 

Extraordinary  Expenses  of  the  Mint  in  the  Gold  Coinage 

To  make  good  the  Loss  upon  Uie  Irish  Silver  Tokens  already  le. 
coined,  and  to  lie  re-coined 

Extraordinary  Expenses  that  may  be  inoorrad  for  Prosecutions) 
&o.  relating  to  the  Coin  of  this  Kingdom 

Extraordinary  Expenies  in  the  Department  of  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain of  hb  Majesty*s  Honsebold,  for  Fittings  and  Furaituie,  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Parlia«|onr  ...x , 

BipsMe  •f Jaw  Chi»gw ., 


6,135,004 


6 


10 


1,754^403  0  0 

300,000  0  0 
13,135  11  10 
25,545  18  9 

23,000  0  0 
£0,300  0  0 


98,tl7  0  0 

72,680  0  0 

6,700  0  0 

958  5  0 

15,870  0  0 

4^672  0  0 

6,112  7  10 

38,000  0  0 

43,000  0  0 

109,300  0  0  I 

7,500  0  0 

109,060  0  0 

34,000  0  0 

23,000  0  0 

5,000  0  0 


8.700  0  0 
19,000  0  0 


sons 

raM. 


5,511,069  0  10 

1^260,000  0  0 

6313,403  2  2 

228,697  0  3£ 

13,135  11  10 

14,000  0  0 

17,000  0  0 

20,300  0  0 


71,828  18  11 

67,479  17  4 

6,700  0  O 

958  5  O 

8,935  9  6 

4,872  0  0 

2,887  13  6 

28433  14  2 

13,000  0  O 

38,625  14  4| 

1,813  0  10 

72,690  0  O 

34,000  0  0 

23,000  ()  0 


8,709  O  0 
8*900  0  0 


CLASS   VI.-DISPOSITION   OP   GRANTS.        [xxi 


SERVICES  -eonliiiawtf. 


EzMOfe  attendiDg  the  oonfiuDg.  aaiiiUhiuif,  tod  emplojing 
CoDTioU  at  hoBM  and  at  B«raiada. 


To  pay  BUU  drtwa  from  abroad  by  Ua  M ajettj%  GovOToon  and 
otben,  for  tbe  Bzpeiuea  iBounred  nndor  tbe  Aot  for  the  AboIU 

>  •  tioB  of  tbe  Slave  IVade;  and  in  oonfomity  to  tbe  Order*  in 
CovBdl  for  tbe  Support,  &o.  of  Captared  Negroei,  Free  Ameri- 
oan  Setderiy  &e 

Billt  drawn  or  to  be  drawn  fron  New  Sontb  Wales • 


TbaMlowiur  SiBvicsa  are  direeted  to  be  paid^  wilboatanj 
Fee  or  olber  Dedvetion  wbatfoerer : 

For  dofrayiof  tbe  Cnamoi  of  tbe  Otvii.  BtTABtiSBKtvTa  onder- 

nMBtlooed;  tic 


OflbeBa&MMiIalanda  

Of  Nova  SooUa 

Of  New  Brnniwick ..•••..... 

Oftbelibuid  of  Bennada  • , 

Of  Prinoe  Edward  Uand  

or  Newfirandland 

or  New  Sontb  Wales  and  Van  Diefflen*s  Land 


Of  tbe  CiTil  and  MillUry  BstablisbmenU  of  tbe  Afrioan  ForU.... 

To  nuke  Compensation  to  the  CommissioBers  appointed  by  sevtral 
Acts  for  inqoiring  into  die  Collection  and  Management  of  tbe 
Bevenoe  in  Irtluld,  and  the  several  Establishments  connected 
therewith,  and  into  oertain  Berenoe  Departments  in  Great  Bri- 
tain^  ffnr  their  assadoi^,  care,  and  pains,  in  tbe  exeeotion  of  tbe 
TVosIb  reposed  in  them  by  Pkirliament  

CompeoMtion  to  the  Commissioners  for  inqniHng  into  tbe  natorc 
and  extent  of  the  Instruction  afforded  by  the  sereral  Institutions 
in  Ireland,  established  for  the  purpose  of  Education,  for  their 
assiduity,  oare»  ami  pains,  in  the  execution  of  the  Trusts  reposed 
in  them    

Expense  of  the  Penitentiary  House  at  Milbank,  from  24th  June, 
lBt6,  lo  94th  June,  1897 

Chaige  of  tlw  Allowances  or  Compensations  granted  or  allowed 
aa  Betired  Allowaiioes  to  persons  formerly  employed  in  Public 
Oflloes  or  Departments,  or  in  the  Public  Senrice 

IVi  enable  bis  Miyesty  to  grant  relief,  in  1896,  to  Touloueee  and 
Corsiotn  Bmigrants,  Dutch  Naval  OflScers,  SL  Domingo  Suf- 
ferers, and  otimrs  who  have  heretofore  received  Allowances  from 
bis  M^esty,  and  who,  from  Services  performed  or  Losses  sus- 
tained In  tlw  British  Service,  have  special  Claims  upon  his 
Millesty'iJMUce  mid  liberality 

National  Vaodne  Establishment    

Institution  called  "The  Befbge  for  tbe  Destitute^  

Belief  of  AiMrican  Uoyalists..... 

Expense  of  confining  and  maintaining  Criminal  Lunatics    i, 

Expense  of  Works  enrrying  on  at  the  College  of  Edinburgh  .... 

Espeaae  of  sundry  Worhs  executing  at  Port  Patrick  Harbour  . 

Expense  of  sundry  Works  executing  at  Donaghadee  Harbour  .. 

Expenses  of  Buildings  at  the  British  Museum 

Expense  of  the  New  Buildings  at  the  Oflicea  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  of  tbe  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  for  Trade 

Acpense  of  Repairs  and  Works  to  be  executed  at  Windsor    .... 

Expenses  incurred  hy  tbe  Commissioners  for  tbe  Improvement  of 

the  Streets  and  Places  near  to  Westnunster  Hall,  and  tbe  two 

Houses  of  Parliament;  from  1891  to  1896 

Expense  of  Works  on  the  Roads  and  Harbours  of  Holyhead  and 

Howth,  and  the  Charges  of  the  Establishment  employed  under 

'  the  Commissioneri  of  those  Roads  and  Harbours 

Pnrcbase  of  Bangor  Perry,  in  lieu  uf  which  a  Bridge  has  been 
oreeted  over  tlw  Menai  Slratls  ••... 


SSfiOO    0    0 
190,000    0    0 


5,119    0  0 

11,599    0  0 

5,947    0  0 

4,109  10  0 

9,900    0  0 

11,135    0  0 

11,949    0  0 

15,469    5  0 

45|110  10  S 


5,675    0    0 


7,000    0    0 
20,000    0    0 

16p06    5    4 


94,000    0    0 


3,119    0    0 
5,764  10    0 


1,000 

1,500 

5,700 

11, 94*2 

11,000 

18,000 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


a 

0 
0 

o 

0 
0 


5,675    0    0 


7.000    0    0 
10,000    0    0 

9,568  16    3 


15,190 

0 

0 

8,300 

0  0 

3,000 

0 

0 

3,(K)0 

0  0 

5.000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0  0 

6,000 

0 

0 

4.000 

0  0 

3,306 

10 

0 

3306 

10  0 

10,000 

0 

0 

10.000 

0  0 

16  750 

0 

0 

16.750 

0  0 

19,980 

0 

0 

14,990 

0  0 

95,000 

0 

0 

5,419 

8  11 

15,000 

0 

0 

9,386 

5  10 

70,000 

0 

0 

— ~ 

3,526 

3 

10 

3^96 

3  10 

11,100 

4 

10 

11,109 

4  10 

90,394 

7 

6 

86,394 

r  e 

vdi} 


FINANCE  ACCOUNTS: 


3ERVICB8— tfon^iilM^. 


BztwBSB  of  improviiig  tad  rendering  more  uSa  the  HftTigtUon  o( 

the  MeiuiStFAiU..Mf  ••••«•• • 

For  completing  the  building  of  «  Bridge  over  the  River  Cohwaj, 
and  for  the  pnrchale  of  Conway  Ferrj mm«<*m* 

For  bis  Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Servioes    M*»»«..f  •••» 

Expense  of  forming  $n  Index  to  Twenty  Volumes  of  the  ionroals 
of  the  Ho  ate  of  Commons,  commenoipg  with  the  first  Farlia 
uettt  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  wi 
extending  to  the  «nd  of  the  Reign  of  his  late  Majesty  and  the 
AcooMion  of  his  present  Majesty,  and  also  the  Expense  of  in 
oorporating  tlie  Indexes  of  the  snbseqnent  VoUimes  of  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  the  elose  of  the  Session  1 81^4 

To  pay  in  the  year  1926,  the  Salaries  and  InoidenCat  Expenses  of 
tlie  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  psrt  of  his  M^esty,  under 
the  Treaties  with  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  for 
prerenting  the  illfgal  Traffic  in  Slaves^  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
Acts  for  carrying  the  said  Troaties  into  effect  

Btpertses  of  the  Missions  and  Special  Commissions  to  tiie  New 
States  of  America  .»•..,•..  ••,•....... 

Salaries  and  Contingent  fixpenaes  of  hu  Majesty's  Consols  Gene- 
ral, Consuls  and  Vicc^onsnls  In  Spanish  America 

To  proride  for  the  Salaries  of  his  Majesty's  Consuls  General  and 
Consuls  abroftd,  ft>r  1826 ;  for  all  contingent  Charges  and  Ex 
penses  connected  with  the  Public  Duties  and  Establishments  of 
such  Consul  General  and  Cousnli,  and  also  to  par  the  amount 
of  Superannuation  AHowances  granted  to  retired  Consuls   , 

Expense  of  certain  Colonial  Serrioes    •. , 

Expense  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  seve 
nl  of  the  Colonies  of  his  Majesty,  aqd  for  the  Ecclesiastical 
Board ,.. „...• 

Expense  of  improving  thff  Water  communication  between  Mon- 
treal and  the  Ottawa,  and  from  the  Ottawa  to  Kingston  .•.,... 

Charge  of  providing  Stores  for  the  Engineer  Department  in  Now 
South  Wales  and  Van  Diemen's  Iiand ;  Bedding  and  Clothing 
for  Convicts,  Clothing  and  Tools  for  the  liberated  Africans  at 
Sierra  L«one>  and  India*  Presents  for  Canada 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  Expense  of  the  British  Museum,. 

For  the  Pnrohase  of  Pictures  for  the  National  Gidlery 


For  defraying  the  CaAAca  of  the  following  Services  in  Irelakd 
for  1826;  which  are  directed  to  be  paid  Nett  in  British  Currency. 


Protestant  Charter  Schools  of  Ireland 

Society  for  Discountenancing  Vice 

Society  for  promoting  the  Education  of  the  Poor  of  Ireland.,..,., 

To  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  Funds,  either  under  the  diraction  of 
the  Society  for  the  Education  pf  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  or  for  such 
other  purposes  of  Education  as  may  appear  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  most  advisable  ,... ••, 

Foundling  Hospital  in  Dublin 

House  of  Industry,  Hospitals  and  Asylums  for  industrious  Chil- 
dren in  Doblio , ,.. 

Richmond  Lunatic  As}lom  in  Dublin  , , 

Hibernian  Society  for  Soldiers  Children  •...,„... 

Hibernian  Marine  Society , ,.,,. 

Female  Orphan  House  in  Dublin •...»•. 

Westmorland  Look  Hospital. ••., .„., 

Lying-in  Hospital  in  Dublin ,. ,..,. 

Dr.  Steven's  Hospital  in  Dublin ••,..„. 

Fever  Hospital  and  House  of  Recovery , 

Hospital  of  Incurable*  in  Dublin ,,„ 

Establishment  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Seminary  in  Ireland 

Cork  Institution ; 

Dublin  Society m...., 

Commissioners  of  W|de  Streets  in  Dublin    

Farming  Society  of  Ireland  « i • 


SUMS 

▼aSetforOrtaUAi 


IkfiOO    0    9 

li»994    9    9 
5$,Q0P    0    0 


SUMS 
PaM. 


£. 


18,000  0  0 
60,000  0  0 
40,000    0    0 


52,310    0    0 
2,442  10    0 


16.832    0    0 
15,000    0    0 


49,763    0    0 

13,998    0    0 

9,000    0    0 


d. 


5.000    0    0 

14,994    3    9 
55>000    0   Q 


^0,180    0    0  I       10,160    0    0 


45*999  U  10 
19.365  15    0 


t4,39Q    0    0 
2,442  10    0 


16,669  10    0 


47.7180    2    0 

13.992    0    0 

9,000    0    0 


19.500 

0 

0 

19p500 

0 

0 

9,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

23.000 

0 

0 

25.000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

31,000 

0 

0 

3(,000 

0 

0 

20,050 

0 

0 

15^000 

0 

0 

7,200 

0 

0 

7.200 

0 

0 

7,500 

0 

0 

7,500 

0 

0 

1,600 

0 

0 

h600 

0 

0 

1,600 

0 

0 

1,600 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

4^000 

0 

0 

e,282 

0 

0 

3,2S2 

0 

0 

1,663 

0 

0 

1.663 

0 

0 

4,210 

0 

0 

4.210 

0 

0 

465 

0 

0 

465 

0 

0 

8.928 

U 

0 

8.923 

0 

0 

1.563 

0 

0 

1.563 

0 

0 

7.000 

0 

0 

7,000 

0 

0 

10.000 

0 

0 

10,OOP 

0 

9 

2,500 

0 

0 

iJ»o 

0 

Q 

CLASS   VI^Di«POgIT|,OM  OF  ORANTS.       [»» 

i 


SERVICES— eenitiiiiaif. 


RopM  tfWl  AoMWBHT  ••••■••••»•••••■••••••■)•••>••  ••••• •.■•••••••• 

ComiMiioiMn  of  €barili&le  iKMWiioiis  fod  Beqaests  in  Ireland... 

^pnrd  of  Works  in  Irqiand    .....# ». ^.•^•..•..^...   • 

Frintfnzi  Stationery,  and  other  DUbanemenU  of  Uie  Pnblic  Of< 

fio^  19  Pablin  CasUe,  .of  Uie  Deputy  PanQtranU  and  Meifen  * 

gen  attending  tb^  said  Offioei,  and  alio  of  Snperaimaated  A1 

lowanoet  in  ue  CSiief  Seereiiii^'M  Offioe 

Bzpenae  of  pobliahing  Frodamations  itnd  -  other  If atteta  of  a 

public  natnre  in  the  Dublin  Gaiette  and  other  1iewfp«|iert  in 

Ireland    ».,r..v^*...M^«.p ^^.. ..••.•• 

Bxpenie  of  printing  Statutes  for  the  ufe  of  fhe  Magiftntea  and 

Publio  Offioera  in  Ireland ,.,  ..,»^^.,.,,m^, 

Criminal  Praeeentiona.  apd  olhcgr  l^w  Bxpentea  in  Ireland    .... 
Nonconforming,  Se<«eding,  and  Pkotaata«t  IXmnitiBg  ^IfipllBrt  in 

Sinelano    ........'•f a.^. ••#•«■  f«^.r.^.. ...  .^•••. •••.••.....•...... ..••■• 

Salaries  of  the  Lottsry  Officers  in  Ireland.,^  ..,.,.•*••••»••»••«.»*. 

Elipepse  of  .the  Esttf^liihment,  and  for  ttw  Maintenance  of  luland 

WarigfUon  In  Ireland , 

Police  and  Watch  EaUblishsBento  of  Dnhlbi    

Salaries  and  Expenses  pf  thfi  Commissioners  for  inquiring  into  the 

Duties  and  Fees  of  the  Oflioen  of  Courts  of  Justice  inlreUind. 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  l)ie  Commissioners  for  inquiring  inio  the 

Land  Refenue  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland .• 

Salaries  and  Kxpeuses  of  the  Record  CommissiooerB  in  Ireland  ... 
Bxpease  of  .carrying  on  certain  Public  Works  in  Ireland    


T0  p«j  off  and  discharge  Exohoi^uer  Bills,  and  that  tbo  n»0  be 
issued  and  applied  towards  paying  off  and  dischai|;ing  any  Ex> 
chequer  Bills  charged  on  the  Aids  or  Supplies  of  the  years 
18?5  ind  1826,  now  remaining  unpaid  and  gnproyided  for.... 

To  pay  nflf  and  dincharge  Exchequer  Bills,  issued  pursuant  to 
sereral  Acta  for  carrying  on  Pnblic  Works  and  Fisheries,  and 
for  building  Churches,  outstanding  and  unprotided  for  


T#M  or  pnatcd. 


300  0  0 

700  0  0 

19,938  9  9| 

Z4,\50  0  0 


15,886    0    0 


6,000    0  0 

4,615    0  0 

35,935    0  0 

15,9^2  n  $ 

1,07«  18  4 

5,299    0  0 

25,000    0  0 

7,324    0  0 

1,635    0  0 

3,500    0  0 

36.000    0  0 


17,942,964  18    6} 


SUMS 


300    0  0 

700    0  0 

19,998    9  «f 

^2^41 10  ^ 


J  2,21 8  n    91 


4,483  i$  Q 

9305    2  $1 

95,935    0  0 

9,619    7  9 

1,07«  12  i 

'5,299    0  0 

25»00O    0  0 

^924    2  3 

851  10  10^ 

2,750    0  (I 

33,000    0  0 


15,189>ll     1     1} 


90,500,000  0  0 


271,650    0    0 


.296,400    0    0 


48,714,614  18 


6^138,479, 


941     ]     i| 


zxiv] 


FINANCE   ACCOUNTS: 


PAYMENTS  FOR  OTHER  SERVICES, 
Not  being  part  of  the  Supplies  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  Year. 


Groiyenor  Chwlet  Bedford,  Esq.  on  hii  Salarj  for  ftdditional 
trouble  in  propwing  Exchequer  BUli,  ponuant  to  an  Aol 
48  Geo.  St  o.  1 

Byjp"«*»  in  the  Office  of  the  CommittionerB  for  inqoiriog  into  the 
Collection  and  Management  of  the  Rerenue , 

JBxpeniea  in  the  Office  of  the  ComnuMionert  for  iaaotng  Exchequer 
BiUi,  puvuant  to  AcU  57  Geo.  S,  c.  34  &  1Z4,  and  3  Geo.  4, 
c.86    

Sxpemes  in  the  Office  of  the  Commimionen  for  iiening  Bxehe- 
qner  Bilb  for  boildlng  additional  Chnrchea,  per  Act  58  Geo.  3, 
0.4S 

EzpeniM  incurred  in  the  pauing  of  the  Act  5  Geo.  4,  c  90,  for 
building  additional  Churches  in  Scotland •«.• 

Bank  of  England,  Diiconnt  on  the  Contributions  towards  funding 

£.8,000,000  in  Exchequer  Bill ;  anno  1886. ...• 

•    -  Ditto  -     -  for  Managenent  of  the  aboTc... , 

By  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills ;  rix. 

^.15.000,000  per  Act  5  G.  4,  c.  115,  charged  on  Supplies,  1835 

20,000,000perAct6G.4,  c.  8      -     -    ditto     -     -      1826 

10,500,000  per  Act  6  6. 4,  0.70    -    •   ditto 


Total  Payments  for  Seririoes  not  roted 
Amount  of  Sums  yoled , 


150    0  0 

4,000    0  0 

4,000    0  0 

3,000    0  0 

1,320  17  6 


if •        «•    d. 

50    0    0 


96,429  18  0 
500.000  U  0 
173,570    S    0 


782,470  17    6 


33,087     1    S 
3,200    0    O 


36,317    1    3 
78«,470  17     6 


818,787  18     9 
46,714,614  18    6} 


Total  Sums  roted,  and  Payments  for  Services  not  roted   ...149,533,402  17    3( 


WAYS    AND    MEANS 
for  answering  the  foregoing  Services. 

'IVnstees  for  the  Payment  of  Naval  and  Military  Pensions,  and  Ciril  Superannuations, 
per  Act  3  Geo.  4,  o.  51 

East  India  Company,  per  Act  4  Geo.  4,  c.  71 

Sums  to  be  brought  from  Ihe^Consolidsled  Fund,  per  Act  7  (Jeo.  4,  c.  1... ..., 

Ditto    .        •        -         ditto      ...      7  Geo.  4,  c.  79  •••...••• 

Surplus  Ways  and  Means,  per  Act  7  Geo.  4,  e.  79 

Interest  on  Land  Tax  redeemed  by  Money • , 

Excliequer  Bills  funded,  pursuant' to  Act  7  Geo.  4,  c.  39 ..••••- 

Repayments  on  account  of  Exchequer  Bills  issued  pursuant  to  two  Acts  of  the  57tli 
year  of  his  late  Majesty,  for  carrying  on  Public  Works  and  Fisheries  in  tlie  United 
Kingdom • .m.  ........ 

Unclaimed  Dividends,  &c.  after  deducting  Repayments  to  the  Bank  of  England, 
for  deficiencies  of  Balance  in  their  hands  ....,•.. • ,».. 


Exchequer  Bills  voted  in  Ways  and  Means;  via.  7  Geo.  4,  c  S   j6'.10,000,000    0    0 

7  Geo.  4^  a  50 ...  13,900,000    0    0 


Total  Ways  and  Means 

Total  Sums  voted,  and  Payments  for  Services  not  voted. 


Sokplus  Ways  and  Means 

Whitehall,  Treasury  Chambers,  > 
8th  February,  1887.         ( 


£.  s.  4 

4,320,000  0  0 

60,000  0  O 

5,000,000  0  0 

8,600,000  0  0 

357,931  13  1 

14  17  10 

8,0SS,S88  5  0 


100,000    7    2 
69,.'(48    7    5 


36,483,717  10    6 
33,800,000    0    0 


49,683,717  10    6 
49,533.408  17    3^ 


9a314  15    8| 


J.  C.  HSHMSS. 


CLASS   VIU^TRADE   AND   NAVIGATION,     [ur 

CLASS  VIL— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 

[ThU  Head,  mbkh  occupies  108  Iblio  pages  in  the  Finaooe  Aooounts,  is  here  omitted)  as  not  bdag  of 

general  utility.] 


TRADE  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

An  Account  of  the  Valub  of  all  IMPORTS  into,  and  of  all  EXPORTS  from,  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britaik  and  Irblakd,  during  each  of  the  Three 
Years  ending  the  5th  January,  1827  (calculated  at  the  Official  Rates  of  Valuation, 
and  stated  exclusive  of  the  Trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  reciprocally  ). 


TEAtt 


18t5.... 
1826 • • • • 
18S7.... 


f  ALOE  or  iMPoan 

iatoUie 

Uailcd  KiafdoB, 

calcsUied  at  th« 

oOcUl  Bates 

Of  vaJuallva. 


j£.       «.   if. 

37>.158.176    4  10  4^. 


44»t08,907    7 
S7,714»0tt  15     1 


vALUi  or  Bxrom  raoM  the  uwrno  KiwcDoif, 
MkvUied  at  the  oflclal  Bates  of  vtloaUoa. 


Pfo4ac««B4 

Baaufectares  of  tbc 

UBhc«l  KlofdOOI. 


roreign 
■ad 


jC'       f.    d 

,730,466    4    7 

,150,689  It  11 
40,965,030  14    0 


0  47 


JC»        «•  d. 

10;M)4,785    6  4 

9,169,494    8  3 

10.079,627     8  ) 


TOTAL  BXPOm. 


▼ALUC 

ol  Hm  rroOoco  aa4 

Maaolaetora  of  the 

Halted  Klafdoas 


£.         9.    d, 

58,925,S5l  10  11 

56,320,184  1  S 
51,044,658  S  ] 


1 

accordlai  to  tha  Beat  s«4 
Dcclaica  Valae  tbcreoT. 


£»       «.  d. 

38,390,403  14  0 

38,870,945  11  11 
31,536,833  10  11 


FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

An  Account  of  the  Valuk,  as  calculated  at  the  Official  Rates,  of  all  IMPORTS  into, 
and  of  all  EXPORTS  from,  Great  Britain,  during  each  of  the  Three  Years 
ending  the  5th  January,  1827 ;  showing  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Parts  separately 
from  the  Trade  with  Ireland ;  and  distinguishing  the  Amount  of  the  Produce  and 
Manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdom  Exported,  from  the  Value  of  Foreign  and 
Colonial  Merchandize  Exported :— Also,  stating  the  Amount  of  the  Produce  and 
Manufiictures  of  the  United  Kingdom  Exported  from  Great  Britain,  accord- 
ing to  the  Real  and  Declared  Value  thereof. 

TRADE  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  WITH  FOREIGN  PARTS : 


TBABS 
cadioi 

MliJaaBacy. 


VALVE  or  IMPOBti 

lata  Graal  Britaia, 

calcaiatoi  « tho 

oAelal  Bailor 


18M..,. 
18S5.... 
18Sd • • . • 


£•       9.    d, 

36,146,448    0 

4M61/M    8 
36,069,999  11    1 


▼ALUB  or  BX.rO*rB  FBOM  OBBAT  BBITAnf, 
eakalaiad  at  tJic  OflkUl  Baica  of  ralaatloo. 


aad 

of 
Uoltcd  KlaB^ook 


£.       9.    d. 


Oi»i 


,034^951  13    6 

li|46,453,09l  17    ] 

40489,104    6    0 


rorrifm 

Coloolal  Mcrehaadlw. 


TOTAL  uroim. 


£.       f.  d 

10,188,596    9  S 

9,155,305    5 

10,069,188    I  t 


"N 


£.       9.  d. 

58,913,548    S  8 

o|55,608,3B7    t  1 

30,401,999    7  2 


± 


▼ALUB  ^ 

of  the  Pvadaet  ni 
MaaaftclaffaortlM 

Vato*  Klai<oi 

Bxpoftod  ftoai  Gffcat 

Brttala.accordtac  to  lio 

Baal  aad  0«clarc4 

▼aloethcTCoC 


S7,568/)90  16  9 
38,017430  9  0 
30,847,638    7    4 


tmpMtor  Geaenl^B  OAos,  Caslo«  Hoqm,  > 
Uiadoa,  94lli  Mvbh,  18S6.  { 


mLLUM  tRVlNQ. 
laspMlor  Qmani  of  Importo  mm  RzporlB. 
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FINANCE  ACCdOSTS: 

S    II    i              f  f         -       »    ? 

I  t  If                  -  .,'»-" 

I  -S  5   i             ;  I                S   s 


I  -S  I  s 

S   ^  "^  o* 

S  s  S  • 

H   a  t  ^ 

*  "  ;  I 

^  5  i.* 

s  S  S  a 


'c    « 


-  =-  «  S 


s 


.3  £'  •«  t5 

•  i  1 1 1 

w  •=  ^  "S 

1 1  r^  I 

i  1 
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3  ° 


O    *>     2     S 


J  I  I  S 

^    -S  ■§  »  -5 
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!>    -3  -S  "  » 

^  1  C-  I  -3 

I  I  J  4  s 
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s  s 
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3^    o     o 
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CLASS  vm—THADfe   AND   NAVIGATION,    [xxvii 


NAVIGATION  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Nsw  VssdKLS  BtriiT.i^Aa  Accoimt  of  the  Numbet  of  V^sssis^  with  (he  Amount 
of  llie  ToTsfttAQt,  that  were  built  and  registered  In  the  several  Ports  of  the 
British  EmpirXi  in  the  Tears  ending  the  5th  January  ISSS,  1826,  and  IdS?, 
Mpeciirdy. 


^k*«ato*> 


Uttitad  Kiogdom 

Idet  Gutnaej,  itrwej,  and  Maa 
Briliih  t^lanUtioni  .•......•••..«.. 


TotaA... 
I I  ■■! 


r' 


In  Uie  Yean  ending  the  5Ui  Janoarj. 

■— ^M  ■"■  I  II    .--   -T       T 


1885. 


799 

38 

342 


1,179 


91,083 
2,136 
50,5i2 


143,741 


1896. 


975 
28 

536 


1,539 


TdAMfe. 


122,479      1,115 


1,550 
80^95 


1827. 


J. 


Vdicli^ 


L 


5M 
383 


204,924 


1,522 


I 


lHSa63 

«,iri 

58,486 


179/)20 


VsasnA  RsoiaTBMua^— A»  Aoaunt  of  tk%  Ntmber  of  VasoBLBr  «m^  ^  Amount 
of  their  Tonnage  and  the  Number  of  Men  and  Boys  usually  employed  in 
Navigating  the  same»  that  belonged  to  the  several  Ports  of  the  British  Empire, 
on  the  30tb  September  in  the  Year  1B2i,  and  on  the  Slst  Dec.  1825  and  1826, 
respecCivery.  • 


On  30ai  Sept  18^4. 

On  31ftt  Deo.  1825. 

1 

On  3ltt  Dec  1^26. 

▼eoeli. 

Tdbs. 

Men. 

VC«Mli. 

Tons. 

Men, 

Vetseto. 

Tom. 

Mca. 

United  Kingdom ... 

90,903 

2,^1,953 

1<49,742 

20,087 

1 

2,298,8S6 

146,703 

20,469 

2^82,069 

149,894 

Iilet  Gdenifej,  J«« 
■e7,*dMan  ... 

477 

^    86,361 

3306 

508 

28,505 

3,7^3 

499 

20,392 

3,665 

Briliih  ^tanlatiooi.. 

3,496 

^1,273 

L     .    . 

15,089 

3,579    214.875 

■  -     •     ^           »  - 

15,059 

3.657 

224,183 

• 

14,077 

'tVyTAL 

J24,776 

} 

2459,587 

* 

168,673 

24^174 

»,542,916<  ;.65,5&3 

24,625 

2.635,644 

167,636 

( 


9LXTUIJ 


FINANCE   ACCOUNTS. 


NAVIGATION  OF  THE  ID^TED  KINGDOM-^mliiiirA^. 

Vessels  bmploybd  in  the  Fobeion  Trade^^-Ab  Account  of  the  Namber  of 
Vessels,  with  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  and  the  Number  of  Men  and 
Boys  employed  in  NaTigating  the  same  (including  their  repeated  Voyages)  that 
entered  Inwards  and  cleared  Outwards,  at  the  several  Ports  of  the  United  King- 
dom, from  and  to  all  Parts  of  the  World  (exclusive  of  the  intercourse  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  respectively)  during  each  of  the  Three  Years 
ending  5th  January,  1827- 


Mju. 


SHIPPING  ENTERED  INWAR]>S  IN  THE  UNTTED  UHGOOM, 
(Eidnnra  of  a»  btaraMtw  betwwB  Graii  BrilttB  ud  IralndL) 


■trnSH  AMD  UBH 


18t5... 


1996.^ 


1887... 


ii,rsi 


13^3 


lt,4r3 


t,lSrifi»9 


t.143417^ 


1,950,630 


100,686 


iss^osa 


113.095 


FOKKIClf 


5,655 


6^1 


5,7«9 


T59,6r2 


9S9^1S 


69Mt6 


TOTAL 


4f,lS6      17,386 


5S7ft 


f(M84 


18;I03 


3Aatj6» 


%6UJ46 


iSOfilt 


lfSJ7SO 


15S33I 


SHIPPING  CLEARED  OUTWARDS  PROM  THE  UNITED  EIKGD<Mi, 


189 


10,156 


logais 


lOiSU 


i,65r;i7D 


1,793^118 


l,y3T^4t5 


103,085 


l094Sr 


105,198 


5/HS 


6/189 


5^0 


746^9 


9OS|^0d6 


•99,410 


15431 


l6ktM 


141j86r 


i8sr. 


( 
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A  UNIVERSAL  HISTORICAL  DICTIONARY ;  or,  Expla* 

■•tk'D  of  the  Names  of  Perrom  aail  Placet  in  the  Departawata  of  Biblical,  Political,  and 
Ecclraiaitical  Historx,  Mythology,  Heraldry,  Biography,  BibllograpliT,  Geography,  and  Nil* 
miamatlcf.    By  GioBfix  Cr%bb,  A.M.     In  9  larfe  foloinn,  4tc.  ftl.  Bi.  boarda. 

*»*  The  work  is  embellished  by  800  I'ortralU  of  lllttstrioos  Persons  clasrad  accmdinr  to 
their  DIstlacilons,  Profefslons,  and  Fniwuits  ;  and  by  aa  inimensc  aiiiaber  of  Cuts  chiefly  iroia 
Coins,  Medals,  and  Statues. 

It  may  be  had  in  12  monthly  Parts.    9s.  each. 

N.  B.  THE  PORTH.XITS  may  be  had  separate.  Printed  on  a  fine  French  Pftper,  with  a  Title 
and  Table  of  Contents.    31. 9a. 

HISTORIC    GALLERY  OF    PORTRAITS    AND    PAINT- 

INCiB,  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW ;  conulolog  a  Brief  Accoaol  of  the  LIres  of 
Uir  msaC  celt-brated  Mm,  In  every  A^e  and  Country ;  and  Graphic  ImilattoM  of  the  Finest 
Sprclmens  of  the  Arts,  Aaciont  and  Modrnu  In  t  vols.  8vo.  8L  8«. ;  or,  in  dto.  wttk 
Proofs,  I  &I.  Us. 

*#*  Tlie  outlined  EnitraTlnirs  to  this  work  are  of  unrivalled  excellence,  the  copies  of  the  Por- 
traits are  from  the  first  autboriilrs,  and  the  repre:ienlations  given  of  the  fine  hisioneal  worlcs  of 
the  old  n^afters,  with  the  descxlptlre  Letter  Press,  assist  the  student  In  his  knowledge  and  study 
of  the  originals. 

HISTORY   OF  BRITISH   INDIA.      By  James  Mill,  Egq. 

Third  Rditioo.  6  vols.  Svo.     31.  lis. 

'*  The  Iftbonr  which  has  been  employed  In  collrctlnff  and  examining  materials,  tlie  skilful  di«« 
tribotionof  the  facr*  into  proper  compartments,  thrhlprfi  tone  of  moml  frelinr,  and  the  enlaryrd 
philosophy  which  everywhere  penade  the  narrative,  entitle  the  '*  Htntory  **  of  Urlti^b  India  to  be 
rrv'urdcd  as  a  t*alnabte  addition  to  our  eationai  literature.  Tlie  citensire  circulation  of  Mr.  Mill*! 
Uutoiy  will  be  a  bcaeat  both  to  £oglaud  and  to  Iodla.*^XIr(li«A  Rnttw,  No,  XXn\ 
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NOTITIA    HISTORIC  A;    conUining  Tables,  Calendars,  and 

Miieel1anco««  Ivfomatlon,  for  tke  Uie  of  HMorkuM,  Aatlqoarltf,  wad  ihe  Lpfal  Pnlearimi. 
Bjr  NicHoc^a  H4rrm  Nicolas,  Enq.  F.S.A.  Barrtater  at  Lav.     la  Sto.  tVt.  boards. 

*i»^  In  the  nilsce]1anfoa«  iwrt  of  the  Tolnme  will  be  firand  an  Account  of  the  varioni  irorlcs 

Sttblished  by  order  of  the  Coininittlonera  for  the  better  Pre»ervatIoa  of  the  Public  Uocord«<~an 
Ixplanatlouof  Genenloxical  Abbreviations— ao  Accoout  of  the  different  Ke)(istri''s of  Wilts,  with 
a  List  of  the  Pecn'iars  in  each  Diocese— a  List  of  (<a(In  Surnames  and  Names  of  Piaccs,  as  they 
occur  in  Ancient  llecords— ^ind  a  tfreat  variety  orusefulcbronoIo)(icaI  information. 

**Thi4  is  one  of  those  excee-iingly  asefol,  although  onreadahle  boolcs,  %rbich  are  Indispensable 
to  every  library;  and,  altbouj^h  more  particularly  defli^ned  for  the  tt!«e  of  the  nniiquarian  and  his- 
torical student,  it  will  be  found  of  ipreat  service'  by  the  ecneral  rrader,  and  will  freonentiv  save 
htm  much  prrpimity  and  doubt.  This  is  pnrticnlnrlv  the  case  with  regard  to  Ihe  tabic  of  years 
of  each  monarch  s  rcij^n,  showinif  exactly  the  vearof  our  Lord  corresponding  >vith  racb  year  of 
ever)'  king's  reigu,  from  tbs  Normau  coaqaest  to  ttie  preseut  time,"— 5(ar,  Oct.  Q,  1821. 

DODSLEY'S  ANNUAL  REGISTER;  or,  a  View  of  the  His- 

tory,  Polttici,  and  Llteratare  of  the  Year  1886.      16s.  boards. 

*m*  The  extraordinary  number  of  important  events  wliich  occurred  dorin^^  the  year  \9'Jfi,  has 
reudcreil  the  present  volume  remarkably  rich,  and  has  extended  the  History  to  almost  double  its 
iftual  length . 

Mr.  Rntler,  in  his  **  Reminiscences,"  makes  the  followini;  remark:  "  There  does  net.  per- 
haps, exist  any  Hi»torv  of  the  Freiich  Revolution  so  well  written  as  the  accounts  of  It  in  the 
Aoiuiiil  llexl»ter,  printed  forllie  Proprietors  of  Dodsley's  publication  wiUi  that  Title.**   p.  2!5. 

Complete  Sets  to  laSii.  with  the  Index,  in  00  vo\9.  loay  still  be  had;  or  separate  volumes  to. 
complete  sets  of  either  Dodsley's  or  Kiringtoo^  Edition. 

A   GENERAL   INDEX  TO    THE    ANNUAL   REGISTER, 

from  Its  Commencemeat  to  17&S  to  the  Year  I  ft  10,  indaslve;  after  which  Period  catli 
succFSitive  Volume  has  a  di»tioct  Index.     1 1.  It.  boards. 

*«*  TliR  Annual  Register  comprises  the  History  of  Kurope  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
Inclu'Jiui;  the  wbole  of  the  Keig:n  of  (icorge  III.  The  Index,  poiiitin.if  to  the  i,cvernl  occurrences 
of  t'ils  eventful  pprlciLu-ill  be  found  one  of  the  most  useful  works  that  can  be  conceived.  The 
.Vnuual  Volume  is  publisiied  regularly  in  the  Spring  of  each  successive  year':  And  those  which 
liuvo  bucn  published  since  the  cbmnieuccmeot  of  the  reigu  of  his  present  Mi^csty  have  each  aa 
Index. 

THE  ANTIQUITIES  OF  GREECE;  being  an  Account  of  the 

Blaooers  and  Customs  of  tho  Gre«ks,  designed  to  iliuatrate  the  Greek  Classics,  bj  explaining 
Words  and  Phrases  accordiof  to  the  Rilrs  and  Customs  to  which  tht>y  reftr.  To  which  are 
prefixed,  abrlrf  History  of  Ihe  Grecian  Slatis,  and  Ulogrnphical  Sketclies  of  the  priticipal 
Greek  Writer^.  Dy  John  Rohinson,  D.D.  Rector  of  Clifton,  Westmorelsnil.  With  a 
Mnp  and  Designs  from  the  Autiiiue.  The  S;fCond  Editluii,  considerably  enlarged*  lu  one 
large  vol.  8vo.  17s.  boards. 

The  Cuts,  which  accompany  this  Edition,  will  tend  greatly  to  illustrate  the  se%'eral  subjectt 
trcited  of  in  t'ne  work.  In  short,  uo  labour  or  expense  has  bern  spared  to  render  this  Publiia- 
tluu  useful  to  the  student,  and  deserving  of  public  patrooagc 

ESSAYS    ON    THE     INSTITUTIONS,    GOVERNMENT, 

AND  MANNEilS  OF  TUB  STATES  OF  ANCIKNT  GREECE.  By  Uknby  David 
JliLT^  D.  D.  Professor  of  Greek  in  the  University  of  6t  Andrews.  Tb«  Second  ildltion. 
1  imo»     7s.  boards. 

♦«*  To  yonnir  persons  who  are  just  enterin.^upon  the  higher  classics,  and  lo  stud'ons  men  who 
are  ilestrouiof  n'puiriug.  by  their  own  iudustrv,  the  accidental  defrctsof  an  Imparfect  education, 
a  more  useful  asslstaut  caauot,  wc  think,  well  be  furnished.^ Qaart;^/^  Reritv. 

SKETCHES  OF  THE    DOMESTIC  MANNERS  AND   In- 
stitutions OK  TIIK  ROMANS.    Second  Edit,  considerably  e«ilar;;eJ.  l«mo.  7s.  bds. 

««*  (':\rr roily  and  Judiciously  compiled  from  a  vnriety  of  the  best  sources,  there  are  few  books 
of  tlic  kind  which  wc  could  recouiincu  i  to  be  put  luto  the  bauds  of  }0ju;(  persous  with  greater 
ulbl'actiuu  than  thib  iilllc  vuluujc.  — Litrrnry  (fuztttc. 


V0BK8  VlJMhieaED  BT  BAIiBWXN  AMD  CWilMMIKf  f 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPERORS,  from  the  Ac« 

emioa  of  Anfwtiw  to  Cbe  Fall  of  (he  lut  CoMUntlie.  U  7  Books.  Bi  Cii4un  1. 
Bltom,  Etq.  AMthor  of  '*  SpoeiawM  tod  BIognpbic«l  Notlcei  of  lb«  CUMk  PooCi,*'  &c. 
lo  1 9mo.    EmlMllblied  wlUi  Mapt  of  the  Bomao  EmpUr,  and  13  Portniu.     7a.  Gd.  hWMl- 

lomely  bair-boaod. 

THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  SELBORNE;  to  which  are 

added,  Ibe  Natunlbt^  Calendar,  Mlttellaoeout  ObtcrrattoM,  and  Poeoii.  Bj  tb«  late 
Rbt.  Oilbbrt  Wuitb,  A.Bi«  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Osfocd.  A  new  BdltloB,  la  9  Tola. 
8vo.     Witb  Plalei,  I6t. 

HANSARD'S  (T.  C.)   PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  OF 

ENGLAND,  from  (be  Eartlftt  Period  (o  (be  Year  ISO  J.  In  96  eloaelj-prlnted  TotaoKa, 
mjal  8vo.     11.  1  in.  6d.  per  volumr. 

*»•  From  the  year  IfilW,  the  4>arI{aineDtanr  History  1b  continued  downwanls  in  the  Work 
iiiHtuIrd  *'  Farliamentary  Debates."  It  contains  the  most  accnrule  account  of  alt  I'roeeedinKi 
Httd  Debates  In  both  Houses  of  Parllanirnt;  Addresses;  Kinu*i{  Speech(>s  and  Mesi^aifrs;  impor- 
tant Parliaincnury  Papers,  Petitions,  and  HeporU;  ProUsU;  Lista  of  Prraons  ftllinf  the  seve- 
ral hi.KhOtftrrs  in  Church  and  State;  Indexes.  &c.  &c.  and  tvill  form,  with  the  Parflauieutary 
i)cbntc8,  publis»hini;  under  the  same  superintendence,  a  complete  and  auiforui  Pariiaincnkary. 
Hbtory  of  this  Country.  ^  r 

MEMOIR   OF   THE    RIGHT   HONOURABLE    EDMUND 

BUB&E;  with  Speeimeas  of  his  Poetry  and  Leften,  and  an  Eetlmate  of  btsGeatas  and 
Talents,  eompared  with  (boee  of  his  ^reat  Coslemponiriei.  With  Anto^^pha,  and  a  Portrait. 
By  JAMSa  PaioK,  Esq.  The  Seeoed  Edition,  ealar|«d  to  9  toIi^  by  a  Variety  of  Orlsloal 
Letters,  Aoecdvtca,  Pupeif,  and  other  Additional  Matter.    98s.  boanla. 

> 

*«•  A  learned  and  distinguished  Prelate  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  thus  writes  respeetloK  this 
worlc.  • 

**  It  is  dlRienlt  to  express  the  {notification  I  hare  received  from  this  volume.  It  Is  quite  In 
ADOtiicr  style  and  spirit  from  that  of  the  great  mass  of  our  modern  biographical  book-wrights. 
A  jttstcr  praise  1  cannot  srivc  ft  than  this,  that  so  far  as  the  materials  at  the  .Author's  command 
allowed,  the  wori(  is  wontiy  of  its  great  »nbjeCt.  This,  to  you,  will  appear  much — for  you  know 
I  almost  idolize  Mr.  Ihirke ;  but  I  speak  deliberately. «  ••  •  His  (the  writers^  principles  are  ex- 
cellent;  nioderntc  wiiliont  tauieness;  liberal  witnout  compromise.  His  Style  o f  composition 
cliastr,  easy,  and  simple — no  c  ifurt  at  fine  writini?,  yet  often  a  glow  of  natural  eloquence.  Tnroai^ti. 
out  there  is  a  lastoess  of  vieu-.  and  u  vein  both  of  moral  and  political  philosophy,  which  there 
oujtht  to  l»e  in  him  who  writes  tiie  life  of  a  great  pbllOMphic  Statesman.** 

"To  Mr.  Prior  has  been  left  tlie  duty  of  placing  the  poiitiral  chnnictrr  of  Burke  In  a  true 
light,  and  uf  re»cnin;;  it  from  the  many 'misrepresentations  with  which  it  has  been  loaded.  Mr. 
Prior  has  not  only  corrected  many  errors  and  refuted  many  calumnies  In  the  prccedinir  Memoirs 
of  Mr.  Bnrkr,  but  he  ha*  also  collected  many  new  farts  which  had  been  omitted  by  other  writers, 
and  those  facts  of  importance  to  the  right  knowledge  of  Mr.  Burke's  character.  *  *  *  It  Is  a  Well- 
written  and  a  curate  volume.*  *    Mr.  Prior,  though  somewhat,  perhaps,  too  enthusiastic  abio- 

f:raplier,  gives  a  good  estimate  of  tlie  moral,  political,  and  literary  characterof  Mr.  Burke,  which 
ndeed  it  Is  didicuU  to  praise  loo  highly;  aod  his  memoir,  which  does  tustlce  to  the  memory  of 
a  great  and  much  calumiilnted  slUesman,  is  a  valuable  addition  to  our  biography  and  litentnre. 
—Literary  Chron.  Vith  and  19th  June,  Itf.M. 

THE  HISTORICAL  LIFE  OF  JOANNA,  QUEEN  OF  NA- 

PLBS,  AND    COUNTESS   OF  PROVENCE,  with  correlative  Details  of  the  Llteratare 
and  Manners  of  Icily  and  Provence  In  the  Thirteenth  and  Foarteeath  Ceaturies.     WHk 

Portraits,  Vignettes,  Ac.     9  vols.  8vo.     9fts.  boards. 

•«*  In  this  very  entertaining  work  will  be  found  many  interestlnir  partlcvlars  of  the  poets 
Dante,  Boccaccio,  an  1  Petrarch  (the  latter  having  been  Domestic  Chaplain  to  the  Queen; : 
h4'<ldes  much  curious  matter  relative  to  the  Troubadours,  and  tlieir  Poetry.  Edwaid  the  Black 
Prince  and  his  Wars  fiifurr  also  in  these  volumes :  for  it  was  at  that  romantic  period  Joanna 
lived;  Indeed  the  Life  of  the  Queen  of  Niipics  bos  all  tlie  charm  of  romance;  she  lias  often 
been  compared  to  Mar?  Qtieen  of  ScoU  both  as  to  character  and  mlslbrtuaes,  and,  like  her,  she 
%ras  the  most  beautiful  woman  of  her  a?e. 

SKETCHES   OF  THE  LIFE   AND   CORRESPONDENCE 

OF  NAl'HANIEL  GREENE,  M^or  General  of  (he  Armies  of  (be  United  8U(es  in  (he 
War  of  (lie  Rerolution :  compiled  chiefly  from  Oflglnal  Matrrials.     By  Wiluaji  Jpisaso 
ef  Cliarlcston,  South  Cirollna.    In  9  vols.  4to.  with  Pottiait,  Jt  9*.  boards. 

A  2 


^  WORKS  PUBLieHBD  BT  BALDWIN  AND  CBADOCK* 

LIFE   OF  THEOBALD   WOLFE    TONE,  Founder  of  the 

United  Irhh  Society,  Ac.  wfllten  by  Hlmwir.and  eoatfoned  by  bis  Son;  wUb  bit  Political 
Writings,  and  Fracmend  of  bis  Dmry;  hie  Mlvlon  to  Frerce.  wHb  «  complete  Diary  oT  bin 
Negeeiatloot ;  NarratWe  of  bh  Trial,  Ac  Edited  by  bit  Son  William  Tbbobalo  Wolts 
ToMC     InS?oli.8vo.     Wilb  a  Portrait,     H.  14t. 

MEMOIR  OF  JOHN   AIKIN,  M.D.  with  a  Selection  of  bis 

Mbcellaoeoai  Piece*,  Bkifnphical.  Moral,  and  Critical,  with  a  fine  Portral^  by  Bi«to- 
bcart«    By  Lucy  Aum.    In  9  vols.  Sfo.  IL  «*. 

••  The  Account  of  her  excellent  Father  Is  drawn  up  with  a  taste  which  confers  high  boBonr 
Upon  her  literary  character."— Cem/cmaii**  JVaj^asier. 

•«The  Life  of  svch  a  peraon  desenres  to  be  srndled;  and  it  Is  here  narrated  at  oootlderable 
extent  bv  ills  accomplished  daughter,  whose  distinfOilBhed  success  in  her  historical  career  Is  an 
ample  pledw  for  sedulous  information,  conscientious  fidelity,  and  neatness  of  compilation  on  the 
present  occasion,  so  Interesting  to  her  feelings,  and  so  adapted  to  her  own  linowledge.*^^ 
MonthlM  Review, 

LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  WILLIAM  COWPER,  Esq.     By 

WiLUAM  Havlby.    a  new  Edition.  In  8  Tob.  8to.  with  a  new  Portrait,  11. 1  Is.  6d, 

THE  BRITISH  PLUTARCH;  containing  the  Lives  of  the  most 

Eminent  Divines,  Patriots,  Statesmen,  Warriors,  Philosopberv,  Poets,  and  Artists  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the  Accession  of  Henry  VIII.  to  tbe  present  TImis  A  new  Bdklmi 

re- arranged  and  enriched  with  several  additkmal  Lives.     By  tbe  Venerable  Arebdciam 

Wraxouah,  F.R  S,    In  fl  large  vols.  Bvo,  81. 19s,  boards. 

*»*  Besides  presenting  at  least  one  dlstininii«lied  example,  and  frequently  several,  in  nearly 
every  respec'able  division  of  society,  thi«(  collection  of  one  hundred  Lives  exhibits  an  almost  con- 
tinuous view  of  the  English  annals  from  the  mdioienu  of  tbe  Keformation  under  Henry  VUl.  to 
tbecoacluslon  of  the  last  century. 


TRAVELS;  TOPOGRAPHY. 

TRAVELS  IN  CHFLE  AND  LA  PLATA,  including  AccounU 

respectinf  tbe  OeoKrapby,  Geolojcy,  StatMles,  Government,  Finances,  AgrlcHlture,  Commeice* 
Blanners  and  Castouf,  and  tbe  Minlos  Operations  In  Chile,  collected  durlnf  a  Resideoee  of 
•everal  Years  in  those  Countries.  Illustrated  by  Original  Msps,  Vlewv,  Ac  By  Johh 
MiSRB.    In  9  large  volo.  8ro.  91.  boanls. 

Contents :  Chap<.  1  and  2.  tendon  to  Buenos  Ayres,  nnd  BqrranquUos.— 3.  Mendoxa  to  \llla 
Viceucio.— 4.  Arrcco  to  Barrnnc|ol'us.— 5.  Observations  on  the  fuiinirv  brtwecn  ISucnos  Avrrs 
and  Mendoza.— r»  nn:l  7.  MrnJosa  to  Valparaiso.- 8. 1),  10,  and  II.  Chile  described.— 12.  Indian 
Chile.— 13,  14,  and  I&.  Political  History  of  Chile  from  the  Kevo^ition  iu  1810  to  the  present 
Time.— 16.  (>overnnient  of  Chile.— 17*  rinancc— Id.  Heligion,  Montis,  Manners.  Customs.— 
19.  Tra.le, Commerce,  Mauofactures,  Weights  and  Measures.— 2V.  Agriculture,  Tenure*.— 21  and 
22.  Mines,  Mining.— 23.  The  Indians. 

Map$,  Plew»,  irc.—\.  Map  of  the  Country  bctwren  Kio  de  In  Plata  and  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
2.  Mode  of  conducting  Trafltc  by  Carts  between  .Mrndoza  nnd  Dueuos  .Avres.— 3.  Method  of 
throwinir  the  Lasso  and  the  Dolas. — t.  Villa  Vicendo.— 6.  Cerro  de  los  Prniteotes.—d.  The 
Inca*s  Bridge  and  Hot  Mlucral  Sprhus  In  the  Cordillera.— 7.  Salto  df  1  Soldalo  ke.  In  the  Vw. 
dillera.-»S.  Hnente  de  CIrabria.— !>.  Map  of  Chile.  Including  Indinn  Chile.— 10.  Map  of  a  Portion 
of  Chile,  with  tlie  inonntuinous  Hnnirefl  between  Mendoxa  luid  Valparaiso.— 11.  The  Great 
Square  of  Sauthigo.— 12.  Plan  of  Valparaiso.— 13.  Plan  of  the  Harbour  of  \'a1dlvia,  &c.  &c. 

COLOMBIA  ;  its  Present  State  in  respect  of  Climate,  Soil,  Pro* 

ductlons,  Ptipulailon,  Goverament,  €'ommerc4*.  Revenue,  Mauufailures,  Artw,  Literature, 
Manners,  Bdneatloo,  and  Inducements  to  Emigration :  with  an  original  Map :  and  lUnen* 
rle«,  partly  from  Spauhh  Survrys,  p.irtly  from  Actual  Observation.  By  Colorsl  Frasicis 
Hall,  lljdrograpber  in  tbe  Service  of  Columbia,  author  of  **  Letters  from  France,**  and  of  % 
**  Tour  Ifl  British  North  America,  and  the  United  SUtes.**    Sccoad  Edition,  Svo.  7s, 


WORKS  PUBLISHED  BY  BALDWIN  AND  CRADOCK.  5 

EXCURSION  THROUGH  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND 

CANADA  la  1893  ud  ISii.     Dj  an  ExousnaAv.    With  a  Map,  Ac.  8vo.  lOi. 


««' 


Hiltlg  a  publicatloo  from  which  those  who  take  as  mocb  interest  In  North  America  and  Its 
afralr«  a»  most  £DfrU«hiueii  cannot  bat  thiiilc  Ihcy  merit,  will  derive  consiUcrable  satitfactloo  aod 
entcralnmrnt.  The  exteui^ive  and  liberal  views  tulcen  by  this uorlc  of  the i^coer  i1  condllioa  of 
the  country  it  examines  niid  dcMribes.— of  Its  politics  nnd  irffisiatlou.  Its  external  and  Internal 
relations,  lU  principles  and  habits.  Its  soil  aiid  upect.  its  fertility  and  productions,  will  bo  found 
to  throw  every  requisite  light  on  these  Important  subjecU,  and  to  well  repay  the  perusal .*«— 
Mtmtkig  Muguzine, 

A  FEW  PLAIN  DIRECTIONS  FOR  PERSONS  INTEND- 
ING TO  PROCEED  AS  SETTLERS  TO  UPPER  CANADA,  IN  NORTH  AME- 
RICA  ;  polntla^  out  (he  Best  snd  Cheapest  Method  of  Travelling  trom  Quebec  to  MontfeaU 
and  from  (hence  (oKiBK*t<»n  and  Yoric.— >The  Method  of  obtaining  Lands  in  (he  most  ellglUe 
Districts. — What  Piopcrtj  varioun  Descriptions  of  Emigrants  should  possess  ou  (heir  Arrival 
in  Amerlcti.^Adwice  to  Farmer*,  Tiadesman,  Mechanics,  Aom— A  Description  of  (he  Pro* 
vince,  Ks  Productions,  Ac  Ac— With  a  Journal  of  th«  Author^  Voyage  across  (he  A(lan({e. 
With  a  Msp.     By  an  BaoLisn  FAaHsa,  st(tled  In  Upper  Caaada.     In  ISaso.    8s,  6d. 

AN    ACCOUNT  OF   THE    BRITISH   SETTLEMENT  OF 

HONDURAS ;  being  a  BrteT  View  of  Ks  Cooincrclal  and  Agrkattural  Reaoureas,  Soli, 
Clima(e,  Na(aral  Hislory,  Ac.  To  which  are  adtled,  StKctchcs  of  (he  Manners  and  CastonM 
of  the  Mosquito  Indians,  preceded  by  (he  Journal  of  a  Voyage  to  the  Mosquito  Shora,  With 
a  Mop .    By  Capt.  HiKDaasoii,  Mh  West  India  RcfUneBt.    Cliown  bvo.  7s. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  A  JOURNEY    THROUGH   SPAIN 

AND  ITALY  TO  NAPLES,  AND  THENCE  TO  SMYRNA  AND  CONSTAN- 
TINOPLE; eomprising  a  Description  of  (he  Principal  Plaers  la  (bat  Route,  aad  Re* 
mirks  on  the  present  Na(ura1  and  Political  State  of  those  Coundles.  To  which  h  preixed, 
Tn>  Spanish  Post  Guidk,  wlih  a  Map,esliibltinfr  (be  Pos(  Roads  (hronghont  (he  Aminaula. 
By  RonsaT  Srhplb.    Second  Edition.    In  9  rols.  pos(  Sto.     19a.  boards. 

A    SECOND     JOURNEY    IN    SPAIN,    FROM    LISBON, 

THROUGH  THE  WESTERN  SKIRTS  OF  THE  SIERRA  MORRENA,  TO  SEVILLE, 
CORDOVA,  GRANADA,  MALAGA,  AND  GIBRALTAR;  AND  THENCE  TO  TE- 
TUAN  AND  TANGIERS.  With  Plates,  lllos(ra(hre  of  (be  Costume  aad  Manners  of 
(h«  lohabl(an(s  of  Several  of  (he  Spanbh  Provinces.  By  the  Same,  la  one  vol.  crowa 
8vo«     8s.  boards. 

SKETCHES  OF  THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  CARACCAS; 

Incladlng  a  Journey  fkom  Caraccas  (breagh  La  Victoria  ami  Valencia  (o  Paerto  Cabello.  By 
the  Ssme.    la  crown  Svo.     6s.  boards. 

SKETCHES  OF  HISTORY.   POLITICS,   AND  MANNERS 

IN  DUBLIN  AND  TUB  NORTH  OF  IRELAND  In    ISICI.      By  JOHN    GAMBLE. 

E«q.    A  new  Edition  with  Additions,  handsomoly  printed  in  post  8vo.  10s. 

o«*  This  work,  the  iot.^rest  of  which  cannot  be  destroyed  by  time,  the  author  has  at  last 
yielded  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends  and  the  demands  of  the  public  by  revising  for  a  new 
edition. 

A  GUIDE  TO  THE  COUNTY  OF  WICKLOW;  illiutrated 

by  Five  highly-lnhhed  Engravings  from  Drawlnirs,  by  GsoaoB  Parais,  aad  a  larf  e  Map  of 
(lie  County,  from  an  Original  Survey.  By  G.  N.  Waionr,  Professor  of  Antiquities,  Roy. 
Hib.  Acad.  The  Second  Edition  enlarged.  In  ro)al  ISmo.  7s.  boards.— >The  MAP  separate 
in  a  Case.    8s. 

A  GUIDE  TO  THE  GIANPS  CAUSEWAY  AND  NORTH- 

EAST  COAST  OF  ANTRIM>  wUb  Views  and  Mapa»  3j  the  sane  Aether.  RopI  IHue. 
6«.boardsw 


8  woftXd  pfrnttBUEB  nt  Baldwin  akd  c^ubocIT. 

A  GUIDE  TO  THE  LAKES  OF-KILLARNEY,  with  Viewi, 

Ac.  B5  the  nine  Antbor.  Royal  tSmo.  ««.  boirdt. 

N.B.  A  few  copies  maybe  had  of  the  Three  Gaidea  on  lar^e  paper,  In  1  vol.  8vo.  with  IndU 
Proofiiy  II.  IVs. 

AN  HISTORICAL  GUIDE  TO  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN; 

the  Second  Edition,  with  Additional  Artlelei;  also  an  Itinerary,  and  varfous  ttsefal  loforma- 
tlon  for  Touriitt  and  Strangers.  In  royal  ISmo.  Illostrated  with  14etef«Bt  Views  f rum 
Drawings  by  Pktrik,  and  a  Urge  Plan  of  the  City.  By  the  sanie  Author.  9s.  boards, 
^he  PLAN  separate  In  a  ease.    3s. 

*»*  The  Itinerary  contains  the  Hoads  from  London  to  Liverpool,  Holyhead,  and  Bristol, 
with  accounts  of  those  places,  and  full  information  respecting' all  the  Packets  that  sail  from 
them  to  Ireland ;  also  the  Hoads  from  Dublin  to  Belfiut,  Cork,  &c. 

N.  B*  A  few  fine  copies  may  be  had  of  the  first  edition  of  this  work  on  Ian;e  Paper,  and  fine 
India  Proofs,  8Us.  boards. 

» 

LETTERS  ON  THE   SCENERY  OF  WALES;  including  a 

Seriet  of  Snfejeets  for  the  Penell,  with  their  Stations  deterroioed  on  a  general  Principle,  ami 
ImHreetloM  to  Pedestrian  Tourists.  By  the  Ret.  R.  H.  Nbwkll,  B.D.  Author  of  Remarks 
«n  Oolilsmltb.    Royal  Sto.  ivltb  Pla<ef,  1  it.  boards. 

•*  The  work  Is  embellished  with  several  ctchin-fs  and  aqua-linta  cn-^ravinirs  of  Welsh 
scenery  from  the  pencil  of  lite  rerereud  author;  and  of  these  we  are  Justified  in  sayinf^*  that  they 
appear  to  hAvc  been  selected  with  Judgment  and  executed  wth  no  nteau  skill.    Tfie  vieu's  are  20 

•in  number,  and  embrace  some  of  the  most  romantic  objects  in  both  divisions  of  the  priitcipnlity^ 
bm  more  particularly  In  South  Wales.— These  Letters  on  the  Scenery  of  Wales  may  surely  be 
recommended  as  a  companion  at  once  useful  and  entertaining  In  rambles  amidst  the  wilds  and 
mountains  of  Cambria:  and  to  tills  we  may  add,  that  the  novelty  of  the  piun  ought  to  be  re- 

•  ceived  at  aa  additional  passport  to  public  lavour.*^— Cam6ro-^rtioii,  l>ec.  1621. 


CAMBRIAN  EXCURSION :  intended  to  inculcate  a  Taste  for 

the  Beauties  of  Nature.    With  a  handsome  Frontispiece.    By  Louisa  Westom.     tfs.  6*1. 

EDWARD    AND    ALFRED'S    TOUR   IN  FRANCE   AND 

SWITZERLAND,  for  Youth.    In  8  vols.  18mo.  &s.  half  boand. 

SWISS  FAMILY  ROBINSON;  or,  Adventures  of  a  Father  and 

Mother,  and  Four  Sons  In  a  Desert  Island ;  being  a  Practical  litustratlon  of  Ibe  FIrM 
Principles  ef  Mechanics,  Natural  Philosiiphy,  Natural  History,  and  all  those  Branches  of 
Scleace  which  most  Immediately  apply  to  the  Business  of  Life.  Sixth  Edition;  adorned  wUh 
fine  Wood  Eo?raTing*,  and  a  Map  of  the  Island^  sketched  by  Frlti,  the  elilest  Son.  7s.  6d. 
'      hattilsomely  half  bomid* 

HELME'S  (Mrs.)  CORTEZ;  or,  the  Conquest  of  Mexico;  as 

related  by  a  Father  to  his  Children,  and  dcslfoed  for  the  lastrocllon  of  Yonth*    A  new 
Edition,  with  a  Map,  5y.  6d.  half  bound. 

HELME'S   COLUMBUS ;  or,  the  Discovery  of  America.    A 

new  Edittoo,  wKb  a  Map,  12mo.  fts*  6d.  half  boand* 

HELME'S  PIZARRO  ;  or,  the  Conquest  of  Peru.    A  new  Edition, 

with  a  Mapf  13nso.  B%,  Bd,  half  boaud. 

*,*  The  abov^e  three  works  give  a  faithful  and  InteresdnK  account  of  the  diseorcrles  and 
fcel  .seiilenKDt  made  ia  the  New  Vfogk^  is  fiwBlar  aad  cHleftshiisg  taogwge,  lateriofaccd  with 
miBli«eftilIiifisnMttieBr  . 


WOBKS  PCBLI8H£D  BY  BAtDWlN  kHh  CRASOCKi 


LEIGH'S  TRAVELLING  BOOKS. 


PLANTA'S  NEW    PICTURE  OF 

PARIS.  Illu«tiat«d  bj  Mbpb»  Plaoi,  and 
Viewi.  A  new  E4i(ioQ,  enlarged,  9ik  ?ery 
neadj  bound. 

tHE  SAME  WORK,  with  Co»- 
tunet  of  the  People.     13s.  dHlo. 

PLANTA'S     GAZETTEER     OP 

FRANI^E.     ft«.  ditto. 

POST  ROADS  OF  EUROPE,  pub- 

Ikhed  bj  Attlliorlt^.     S«. 

REICHARD'S   ITINERARY    OF 

FRANCE  AND  BELGILM.  Si.  bound. 

REICHARD*S  ITALY.  10t.6d.bd. 

REICUARO^S  OERJ^ANY.  New 
Editlofl.    ISi.  bovBd. 

REICHARD*S  SPAIN  AND  POR. 
TEOAL.    7f.  bound. 

]tEICHARD*S  DENMARK,  SWE 

DEN,  NORWAY,   AND  RUSSIA.     Ti. 

bound. 

ROMBERG'S  NEW  PICTURE  OF 

BRUSSELS.     8i.  bound. 

6CH  R£IBER*S      TRAVELLER'S 

GUIDE  DOWN  THE  RHINE.  With  n 
Map.    81.  bound. 

LEIGH'S  NEW  PICTURE  OF 
LONDON.  Wltb  npvurdn  of  100  YIeww, 
PbiM^  Ac^    9i.  boond* 


LEIGH*S  LONDON,  wiUi  Costume^. 
19t.  bound. 

LEIGH'S   LONDON,  with  ROW- 

LAND60N*8  SKETCHES.     Iftfc 

LEIGH'S  LONDON,  with  PLAN 
AND  HAP.     •!. 

LEIGH'S  PICTURE  OF  LON- 
DON, In  FieBcb.    6ff.  tewed. 

VASIS'S  NEW  PICTURE  OF 
ROME.     l»s.  bound. 

VASIS'S  NEW  PICTURE  OF 
NAPLES.    10a.  Od.  bound. 

VISCONTI'S  CATALOGUE  OF 
THE  LOUVRB,    4a.  boMda. 

BOYCE'S  BELGIAN  TRAVEL- 
LER.   WkbaMap.    Si.  bound. 

BLAGDON'S  FRENCH  INTER- 
PRETER.   6f.  Sd.  Iiair  bound. 

GENLIS'  MANUEL  DU  VOYA- 
GEUR,  In  TtiKo  Lancuagea.  6a,  6d.  half 
bound. 

GENLIS'  MANUEL  DU  VOYA- 

OEUR,  In  6  Laosuagea :  Engliab,  French, 
Italian,  German,  Spanish,  Portngueae. 
Oi.  6iL  half  bound. 

EBEL'S  TRAVELLER'S  GUIDE 
IN  SWITZERLAND,  bound',  and  Atlas, 
half  bound,  161. 


ATLASES,  CHARTS,  CHRONOLOGICAL      . 

TABLES,  &c. 

OSTELL'S    NEW   GENERAL    ATLAS,  including  Maps  of 

*  Canaan  or  Judea,  Aneleul  Gicece^  and  the  Eomnn  Boiflre.  A  new  Edition,  on  an  eotheljr 
.    new  Set  of  Phtea,  engrured  ou  nn  enlarged  Scale,  and  corrected  from  the  latert  and  beat 

Authorltlet;  Inclndlag  the  DlMoverleo  of  Denman  nad  Clappnton,  CapUlo  Parry,  Ac  Qon- 
■   talnlag  TMitj  Maps  la  r^«l  *<••  colouied  OutUwa,  ISa.  hnlC-bpund  ;  or  with  the  Mapa  ftaU 

colouied,  II.  la. 

N.B.  The  anme  Work  on  a  fine  iMMrial  dnwiag paper,  full  coloured  and  handioiBieTj  boted 
for  the  Ubrary  Table.  II.  7r. 

RUSSELL'S  NEW  ATLAS  OF  MODERN   GEOGRAPHY. 


8  VOAKd  l»ltBttdHfiD  ST  BALDWIN  AND  CRADOCK^ 

THE  BIBLE  ATLAS;  or,  Sacred  Geography  Delineated,  in  a 

complete  SerUt  of  Scriptural  Mufw,  drawn  fnmi  Die  latest  aod  beat  Aut1ioritle»,  mad  eneraTed 
bjr  RiCHiteD  Palhrr.     On  96  small  tto  PUtrs,  Ifia.  coloaved,  or  1«i.  plain,  neatljr  bf.-bd. 

A    NEW    MAP   OF    PALESTINE,    (compiled  froiu   Original 

Sources,)  with  the  adjacent  Counlries ;  showing  their  Ancient  and  preaeot  Pulitical  Dlrlsioos, 
Ac.  and  the  Routes  of  various  Travdleis.     Bjr  Richard  Palxu.     Slae  88  inches  bjr  Sft. 

THOMSON'S  NEW  GENERAL  ATLAS;  containing  80  Maps, 

full  culooretl,  siae  34  Inches  by  90,  on  Imperial  folio,  engraved  bjr  the  first  Artists,  from 
Drawtnirs  made  on  purpose;  also,  a  Memoir  of  the  Progren  of  Geography;  a  Chapter  oo 
Physical  Geography;  a  View  of  the  Comparative  Heights  of  Mountains  and  Iienglhs  of 
Rivers;  and  a  coMultlog  Index.    Strongly  balf-bound  in  Russia  leather,  1 1I.  lit. 

*»*  This  work  is  always  kept  up  to  the  latest  discoveries ;  and  the  present  edition  has  two 
additional  maps,  including  New  South  Wales  and  Van  Diemao's  Land;  also  the  Discoveries  of 
Captains  IUms,  Franklin  and  Parry,  to  the  latest  period. 

THOMSON'S  COUNTY  ATLAS  OF  SCOTLAND,  on  a  very 

large  slie,  and  replete  with  the  moat  interesting  local  Information.  Nos.  1  to  19  are  pub- 
lished, at  10s.  6d.  each. 

AN    HISTORICAL   AND    BIOGRAPHICAL  ATLAS  ;    or. 

Charts  of  Sacred  and  Profane  Ulstnry  and  Biography,  fur  th«  Use  of  Schools  and  Students  la 

History,  from  the  Creation  of  the  World  to  tbe  Birth  of  Christ.    By  John  Bedcb,  Author 

of  an  Introduction  to  Geography  and  Astronomy.     In  small  folio,  the  Charts  beautirullj 

engraved  by  Bauriff,  and  printed  on  drawing  paper,    handsomely  bound  and  lettered. 

Price  16s. 

%*  The  obtiect  of  this  "Historical  and  DiorraphlcHl  Atlas"  is,  to  supply  the  itndeat  la 
history  with  n  F.imiiar  advanla.cc  to  what  tlic  atadcnt  in  ireo^raphy  possesses  In  geographical 
maps.  The  difficulty  of  ffivnig  a  (otntpcted  view  of  the  history  of  different  nations  l«i  well 
known;  but,  by  n  combi nation  of  historical  and  biofrraphlcnl  charts,  this  is  here  attempted  to 
be  done  In  asiinp!c  auJ  etiicacious  manner.  The  History  of  the  Old  Testament,  according  to 
the  chronolojcv  of  Archbishop  Usher,  is  adopted  as  the  basis  of  the  work.  To  this  has  been 
adapted  the  histories  of  ancient  states  and  cmpir(>«.  The  biographical  partis  connected  wlili 
tbe  uibtoricai,  and  also  the  miscellaneous  events,  discoveries  in  arts  and  literature,  &c. 

A  SUMMARY  OF  ANCIENT  HISTORY   AND   BIOGRA- 

PHY  has  been  prepared  as  a  Companion  to  the  Atlas  \  with  Questions  for  Examination  la 
each  Portion  of  History.     In  8vo.,  Price  3s«  6d.  cinvas  boards. 

A  COMPENDIOUS  VIEW    OF    UNIVERSAL  HISTORY 

AND  LITERATURE,  In  a  Series  of  Tables,  from  the  German  of  Professor  BaKoow  ; 
with  an  appended  Table  of  Painters,  from  the  French  Notes  of  Sir  Mattukw  Van  Bass. 
Br  MAJoa  Belu  Second  Edition,  enlarged  and  improved,  royal  folio,  II.  10s.  handsomely 
and  strongly  half-bound. 

%*  The  CHART  OF  PAINTKRS,  arranged  acconllns:  to  Schools  and  Ages,  may  be  had  sepa. 
rately,  I'is.  coloured  and  framed,  or  7s.  6d.  in  the  sheet,  plain. 

PRIESTLEY'S   (Dr.)  CHART  OF  HISTORY;  containing  a 

View  of  the  principal  Revolutions  of  Empires  that  have  t:iken  place  in  the  WorliL  The 
rifteenth  Edition,  corrected  and  brought  down  to  the  Close  of  the  Eighteenth  Century ;  with 
a  Description,  10s.  6d. ;  or  on  cinvas  and  rollers,  16f. 

PRIESTLEY'S  (Dr.)  CHART  OF  BIOGRAPHY.    A  New 

Edition,  brought  down  to  the  Close  of  the  Eighteenth  Century  i  with  a  Dcscriptlcn.  los.  64. 
or  on  canvass  and  rollers,  Itii. 

GUY'S  CHART   OF    GENERAL    HISTORY,   Ancient   and 

Modern ;  on  a  large  sheet  of  Columblcr  drawing  paper.  The  Third  Editioo,  corrected,  7s. 
colonred ;  on  canvass  and  rollers,  10a.  Od.;  and  varoislicd,  14s« 

*«*  A  Chart  of  this  kind  will  greatly  fiictlitate  the  stodent*s  progreis,  and  give  him  clearer 
ideas  of  the  rise,  doratiop,  aod  fall  of  encli  kingdom  and  empire^  thu  th«  bore  peruial  of  man  v 
▼olumesr 


yrOBXB  PtTBLIflHKD  BY  BALDWIN  AND  CllADOCK.  9 

TABLES  OF  COMPARATIVE  CHRONOLOGY,  exhibiting 

the  Oatn  of  the  priMip^l  EveuU  »)iicb  took  place  froo:  tli«  Flood  (o  the  Fall  oflhe  Roman 
Empirr,  d«»lgacd  to  give  Young  Peraont  correct  Inrormatimi  re*p<*cting  the  Progren  of 
llamao  SocMy.  Bj  A  Pi«uot,  E«q.  In  tweire  engraTed  Chtrtt,  and  wUh  a  floe  Vignette 
Tiller     Imprrial  4to.  IS*,  board*. 

A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  WORLD,  AND 

TOPOGRAPHICAL  VIBW  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND;    «fZlilbitlog  the 
Extent  and  gnnd  Diffsioot  of  the  World,  with  other  important  Information.  By  T.  OuTCn* 
On  a  thevt  of  Colomhirr  paper,  7f.  coloured  In  dlvltioai;    on  can? am  and  roller,  10s.  6d. 
and  varnlvhed,  lit. 

WILKINSON'S  GEOGRAPHY  EPITOMISED;  exemplifying 

all  the  Terma  n«ed  In  Geography,  taelndlog  the  LInet  in  Uie  on  the  Sphere.    la  large  4to>» 
18  Copper-platen,  12i.hoardi;  orcoloared,  l&t. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE  WORKS  OF  WILLIAM  HOGARTH,  from  the  Original 

Plattii,  mtored  bj  Jambs  Hk4Tii,  Esq.  lUA.,  with  the  Addition  of  many  Subjects  not  bHore 
colli^fetL  To  which  are  pn'flzed,  a  Biographical  Eaiay  oa  the  Genius  and  Prodoctloos  of 
Hogarth,  and  Explanations  of  the  SuluMts  of  the  Plates,  by  Johm  Nicbols,  Esq.  F.8.A. 
In  Imperial  folio,  SOI.  In  numbers,  or  311.  10s.  handsomely  half'booad  In  Russia. 

*»*  In  addition  to  this  valuable  collection,  late  the  property  of  Messrs.  Boydell,  far-simlllet 
ha«e  been  engraved  of  several  curious  plates,  not  now  to  be  found,  and  perhaps  no  loiifcerin 
existence ;  and,  fortlter,  to  etirich  the  wrorit,  the  publisher*  have  purciiasrd  many  very  intrr(>st- 
Injrand  valu^le  plates;  thus  adding  twenty-eight  subjectt  to  what  constituted  the  collection 
or  Messrs.  Uoydell. 

TYPOGRAPHIA:  an  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Origin  and  Pro- 

gnss  of  the  Art  of  Printing ;  with  Practical  Directions  for  conducting  every  Drparlment  In 
an  Oftce:  also,  a  Description  of  Stereotype  and  Lithography.  By  T.  C.  UANsann.  In  a 
vety  targe  vol.  royal  Svo.  SL  8s.  extra  bonrds. 

*«*  The  work  Is  illustrated  by  nnmcroos  Engraving  of  Presses,  Machines,  and  various  in- 
stniroents  and  utensils  employed  in  l.ctter.press  printing,  Stereotype,  and  Lithography:  atid  it 
Is  embellished  by  some  cnrloos  and  beautiful  Portraits,  as  well  as  oy  other  Engravings  Interest- 
ing both  to  the  antiquarian  and  the  Printer. 

A  HISTORY  OF  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  WINES.    By 

AuBAiencft  Hknobrson,  M.D.  Ac.  Elegantly  printed  In  4to.  «lih  EmbellUhmenU  from 
the  Antique,  91.  9s. 

♦»•  A  few  copies  are  printed  with  the  Vignettes  on  India  Paper,  31.  .Is. 

*'  CetOumige  aobtenn  beancoop  de  nieces,  et  il  le  mcritalt.**'AeL«<  fecyc/operftyae. 

GENERAL  ZOOLOGY ;  or.  Systematic  Natural  History,  com* 

menced  by  the  late  Gbomb  Sraw,  M.D.  F.R.S.,  and  continued  by  Jamks  F.  Stkphsms, 
F.  L.8.  Whh  Plates  from  the  best  Authorlthfs,  and  most  select  Specimens,  engraved  by 
Mr*.  GBinriTB.    In  two  Parts.   Vol.  14.  91.  19s.  lid.  boards,  or  royal  paper,  81.  18s. 

♦»«  Till*  volume,  which  comprises  a  General  Index,  that  eomptetet  the  work.  Any  Tolomen 
wanted  to  perfect  seU  should  be  immedlaUly  procuRd,  /  v» 

A  few  complete  lets  may  tttll  be  had* 


10  WORKS  PUBLISHED  BY  BALDWIN  AND  CBADOCK. 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  PLAYS   OF  SHAKSPEARE,  exlii- 

bited  In  aSerir*  of  Outline  Platrt,  fllustratlve  of  the  Story  of  each  Play,  drawa  and  ra^ntwd 
by  Frank  Howard.  Aceompaaied  by  Quotallont  and  DeacrlptioM.  199«  each  Number, 
fvo.  size,  or  India  Proofs  in  4to.  9U. 

*»*  It  if  expected  that  the  A6  Plays  mav  be  compressed  in  30  ll^Bera,  one  of  which  is  pob- 
li-hed  every  two  monthi^.  Tlie  fullowiiijr  have  already  appeared  :l9S.  I.  Tempest,  20  Plates. — 
No.  II.  Maibeth.  20  Plates.— No.  ill.  As  You  Like  It,  aoVlates.-No.  IV.  Midtuutmer  Nlghtl 
Drcaoi,  IB  Plates. 

BELUS  (H.  N.  Esq.  late  of  the  Inner  Temple)  HUNTINGDON 

PEERAGE ;  comprising  a  detailed  Account  of  the  Evidence  and  Pfoceedlnp  connected 
with  the  Hettoration  of  the  Earldom.  4to.  Second  Edition,  With  superb  PoitiaiU  by  the 
elder  Warrbs.     81.  9s.  board*. 

AN  ESSAY  ON  SEPULCHRES;  or,  a  Proposal  for  erecting 

some  Memorial  of  the  lllastiiuns  Dead,  in  all  Af es,  on  the  Spot  where  tliclr  Remains  bave 
been  Interred.     By  Wiluah  Godwin.     12mo.  is. 

NAVAL  BATTLES,  from  1744  lo  the  Peace  of  1814:  critically 

Reviewed  and  Illostrated.  By  Charles  Erins,  Rear-Admlral,  C.B.  ILW.N.  With  79 
Plates,  and  numerous  Dlagrama,  ito.  SI.  3s. 

A  TREATISE  ON  STAY-SAILS,for  the  purpose  of  Intercept- 
ing Wind  beiireea  the  Square-Sails  of  Ships  and  other  Sqnare-rlgsed  Vessels,  mathematiealtj 
demonstratinf  the  Defects  of  those  now  In  Use,  and  the  eminent  Superiority  of  the  Improved 
Patent  Stay-Sails,  recently  invented  by  CapUln  Sir  Henry  lleathcote,  R  N.,  lllastratcd  bj 
■uitabic  Diagrams,  and  two  Plates  of  Ships,  one  reprekenting  a  Frigate  close-hauled,  carrying 
all  the  old  Stay-Sails  the  other  a  Ro>al  Yacht  In  the  same  position,  carrying  all  the  Patent 
Stay-Sall*,  Ac*  To  which  are  added,  some  Remarks  on  the  proportioning  the  Jibs,  Ac  an 
exhibited  in  tlie  Plate  of  the  Royal  Yacht ;  and  submitted  (together  with  the  Patent  Stay- 
Sailh)  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty.    In  royal  8vo.  9s.  boards. 

AN  ESSAY  on  the  good  Effects  which  may  be  derived  in  the  Bri- 
tish West  Indies,  In  cunreiuence  of  tbe  Abolition  of  the  African  SlaTe  Trade :  including  aft 
Inquiry  into  the  present  Insular  Policy  of  those  Colonics.  By  Stbfbbn  Gaisford,  E^q.  In 
Svo.  Ts. 

COWPER'S   LETTERS   TO    HIS   FRIENDS;  including  tfll 

those  given  in  Hnylcj's  Llf>.    The  whole  revised  by  his  Kinsman,  J.  Johbson,  LL.D.    A  uev 
Edition,  in  three  vols,  royal  18mo.  fine  Vignettes,  91t.  boards. 

%*  Tlie  Same  M'ork,  lu  one  vol.  uulform  with  WalkeiH  Classiet,  7s.  boards. 

A  COURSE    OF  LECTURES   ON  DRAMATIC  LITERA- 

TURE.     Translated  from  the  German  of  A.  W.  Scm.BaBL.    Bv  Jour  Black,  Esq,     In 
two  vols.  6vo.  IL  4f.  boards. 

"  This  work  contains  a  critical  and  liI»torica1  account  of  tbe  Ancient  and  Modem  Drama, 
the  Greek,  the  I^tin,  the  Italian,  the  French,  the  Spanish,  tiie  German,  and  the  Eniriisb.  The 
view  which  the  author  has  taken  of  tbe  standard  Protioctioas,  wlietber  tragic  or  cauilc,  in  thet>e^ 
diircrent  lanj;ua«rrs,  is  in  genera)  im^iMilous  and  Just ;  and  his  speculative  rcnvoiiings  on  the 
piinciples  of  taste,  are  often  aa  aatisfitctory  as  tbey  are  profeond."— £dni6iinr*  Beriev. 

LETTERS   ON    THE   ELEMENTARY   PRINCIPLES  OF 

.    BDUCATION.    By  BusABSni  HAmLTva,  Anibor  of  •  Memotn  of  Moleni  FUkiophcn/ 


W0BR8  PUBLISHED  B7  BALDWIN  AKD  CBADOC^. 


if 


NOVELS,  TALES,  POEMS,  &c. 

TALES.    By  Maria  Edgeworth.   Elegantly  printed,  in  14  vols. 

foolMip,  41.  4t. 

.  *•*  Tills  EdItloD  of  MitR  Edfreworthl  Work«  cooifrisrt  Cantle  Haekrent,  Irinh  DnlU.  1^1  ten 
for  I  Itfrary  Ijidirg,  f^onura,  the  Mo.lrrn  tiriselda,  Ueliiiila.  the  Popular  Talet,  Tales  of 
Fashionable  Life,  Comic  Drauios,  Patroaage,  Harrington  and  annoiid. 

THE  FOLLOWING  POPULAR  WORKS 

BY   THE   SAME   AUTHOR. 


1.  MORAL  TALES.    2  vols,  fooli- 
cap  8fo.     10s.  boards. 

,    ♦»*  Thia  Edition  ia  anlform  witli  lier 
Works. 


2.  POPULAR    TALES, 
foolscap,  tSa.  boards. 


3    vols. 


3.  FASHIONABLE    TALES, 
fols.  limo.     II.  19*.  boards. 


6 


4.  HARRINGTON     AND     OR- 

MOND.    S  tola.  lino.     9 Is.  bds. 

5.  BELINDA.    3  rob.    15s.  bds. 
&  LEONORA.    2  vols.     lOs.  bds. 

7.  MODERN  GRISELDA.    12mo. 

4  s.  boards. 

8.  CASTLE  RACKRENT.    Fcap. 

4s.  boards. 

9.  ESSAY    ON    IRISH   BULLS. 

fta.  boards. 

10.  COMIC  DRAMAS.    12mo.    7*. 

boards. 

11.  PATRONAGE.    4  vols.    12ino. 

flflc.  boards. 


12.  LETTERS  FOR  LITERARY 

LADIES.     Itmo.     4s.  boards. 

13.  PRACTICAL     EDUCATION. 

s  vob.  ttaio.     16s.  Od.  boards. 


14.  EARLY    LESSONS. 

18mo.  lis.  balf  bound. 


4   vols; 


15.  ROSAMOND  i  being  k  Sequel  to 

lh«  Story  of  Hosamoad  lo  tbe  Eablt 
LES90KS.     9  vol*.  6s.  half  bound. 

16.  FRANK;   %  Scqud  to  Fnnk  in 

tkefiaatYLssioao.  S  voia>  ^s.  b^bd. 

17.  HARRY    AND     LUCY    con- 

eluded.    4  voir.  l9mo.  17s.  half  bd. 

18.  PARENT'S    ASSISTANT.     6 

volt.  1  Smo.  batrbonnd,  1 2t. 

10.  LITTLE  PLAYS  FOK  CHIL; 
DRBN;  formbif  a  Sevaoth  Volume  to 
tbe  above.  Just  published.  Sa.  G^« 
balf  bound. 

20.  POETRY  EXPLAINED  FOR 

Y0UN<3  PERSONS.  2s.  6i!.  hf-btl. 

21.  READINGS  IN  POETRY.  3s. 

balf  bound. 


FATAL  ERRORS  AND  FUNDAMENTAL  TRUTHS:  illus-. 

*  trated  hi  a  Series  of  NarrmtlTCS  nod  Essajv.     In  a  bandsone  voL  copy  8ro.  9s. 

rONTENTS.~The  Book:  the  Yonnff  Clrnrvman;  Sketches,  by  Sir  Thomas Overbury;  De  !a 
Porr;  on  tbe  Divine  A^encv  in  tlia  I-.sMbii«r)incnt  of  the  Christian  llelifloc;  Principle;  tbe^ 
Sabbntb;  the  i>irorc4e;  tlie  Vesial ;  Ministerial  Unties;  i'aroilnc. 

*'  The  best  story  |u  the  tollertion  is  the  Youn:;  Cleraviuan,  relating  the  history  of  a  male  <  0* 

2 net  or  masculine  Jilt,  which  is  told  with  jrreat  simplicity  and  frellajf.  1  liese  qualities  likew^e 
istinKuisk  the  ta  es  of  t^e  Ulvnrc^  andjl'aroiiur.  A  few  evtracts  from  rartous  aothor!^  nre 
•dJnl ;  amongst  thr  best  of  wlilcb,  are  ^kricltes  selected  and  niodentised  from  Sir  T.  Overbary'4 
Clmraetcrs,  a  qnalat  but  veiy  agreeable  fo4nme.**—ilf on.  ffrv. 

**  We  are  sore  there  Is  not  one  of  our  rradrrs  who  will  not  ihank  ns  for  IntroJudnir  to  Ihem 
Ibia  dolectaMe  Ihlle  volume,  which,  thoo«h  prinripatly  written  In  prose,  is  as  intpa>sioued  m 
*r  vcToe  oC  Bytoo,  htH  '  vnre  an  Ice,  and  ciiastc  as  drifted  snow.'  Rarely,  indeed,  bare  we  Kea 
momliry  arrayed  in  a  earn  so  rich,  or  rellrlon  enforced  with  so  mach  force  and  cloqacocc  an  lii 
Uib  fvWk,  wbUt  fke  b  rcadcrcd  mmt  Krikiog  by  the  C0BlraiC*^jLia.  CArMucir. 
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CHARLTON;  or,  Scenes  in  the  North  of  Ireland.    By  John 

Gamblk,  Author  of  *  Irish  Skelchet,  Sarsfidd,*  &c.    a  vol*.  19mo.  18s.  boardi. 

**  To  dcvelope  Irish  cnttoms,  frrlings,  and  event;!,  the  author  haa  commenced  vith  Charlton, 
a  ftcries  of  (Intended)  tale*.  Jud^n^r  from  hl»  first  effort,  vet  are  inclined  to  mv  *  iro  on.* 
Several  of  the  scenes  are  laughable;  and,  upon  the  whole,  Charlton  is  an  amusing  performance.** 
-^.Univ.  Rev.  No.  II. 

THE  FRIEND ;  a  Series  of  Essays  to  aid  in  the  Formation  of 

Fixed  Principles  in  Politics,  Morals,  and  lUliglon.  With  Literary  Amnsemenf s  lotervpefaed. 
Bj  S.  T.  CoLSBiDGK,  Esq.     A  new  Edition,  In  J  vols,  small  8vo.     11.  1  Is.  6d.  boards. 

COLERIDGE'S  LAY  SERMON.    8vo.  Ss. 

COLERIDGE'S    STATESMAN'S    MANUAL;   linother  Lay 

Sermon.    Svo.  4s. 

COLERIDGE'S  ZAPOLYA;  a  Christmas  Tale.  Svo.  58.6il. 
BLOSSOMS  OF  ANECDOTE  AND  WIT;  or,  Mirth  for  the 

Parlour.    A  handsomely-printed  volume,  with  a  beautiful  Frontbplece.    Foolscap.  Ts.  bils. 

THE    ENCYCLOPCEDIA   OF   WIT;   containing  1595  Jests, 

Bon-mots,  &c.  from  every  Author  of  Celebrity.  With  a  Vignette.  A  new  Edition,  freatly 
enlarged.    <is.  boards. 

SMILES   FOR   ALL   SEASONS;  or,  Mirth  for  Midsummen 

Meniment  fur  Michaelmas,  Cheerfulness  for  Christmas,  Lauehter  for  Lady-day ;  formiof  a 
Collection  of  Paitonr  Poetry,  and  Drawing-Room  Drollery,  suitable  for  all  Seasons,  and 
supplying  Smiles  for  Summer,  Amusement  for  Antnmn,  WH  for  Winter,  SprigbtUaeaa  for 
Spring.     Foolscap  Svo.     Second  Edition,  6s. 

STEVENS'   LECTURE    ON    HEADS.    With  Additions,  by 

PiLOTf,  as  delivere<l  by  CnARUCs  Lcb  Lewis.  To  which  Is  addt-d  an  Essay  on  Satire. 
With  47  Humorous  Cuts,  designed  by  TiivasiON.    A  new  Edition,  foolscap  8vob  8s.  Sd.  bds. 

POEMS,  BY  BERNARD   BARTON.    With  many  Additional 

Poems.    Fourth  Edition.  In  foolscap  Svo.     7s.  Gd.  boards. 

POETIC  VIGILS.    By  the  Same.    Foolscap  Svo.  Ss.  boards. 
IDWAL ;  a  Poem,  in  Three  Cantos.   With  Notes.  Svo.  8s.  boards. 
A  MIDSUMMER  DAY'S  DREAM.  By  Edwin  Atherstonk. 

Ornamented  with  line  Plates,  Engraved  by  O.  Cooac,  from  Paintings  by  the  celebrated  Ma. 
MAaTiM.    Foolscap  Svo.     8s.  boards. 

THE    LAST  DAYS   OF   HERCULANEUM;   and    ABRA- 

DATES  AND  PANTHEA.    By  the  Same.    Foolscap  Svo.    fts.  boards. 

THE  VALE  OF  SLAUGHDEN;  a  Poem,  in  Five  Cantos.    By 

JAMES  Bird.     Second  Edition.  7s.  Od. 

*' So  striking  indeed  hare  been  the  passages  wlilch  I  hare  adduced;  to  abundantly  do  the; 
earn  on  their  surfnce  the  very  form  iind  pressure  of  superior  powers:  so  much  of  taste  and 
fieeliug,  life  aud  character,  pervades  their  whole  texture  and  composition,  and  so  sustained  is 
the  impression  of  the  incidents  throughout,  by  the  beauty  and  spirited  harmony  of  the  versifica- 
tion, that  no  person,  I  am  persuaded,  can  withdraw  from  the  perusal  of  the  Fa/e  ^fMunifk* 
iffli,  without  a  wish  to  see  such  encouiagenieut  bestowed  oc  may  lead  to  further  productioiit 
from  the  same  source,**— Z>ra;re'<  IVinttr  Night;  No,  ii. 
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SACRED  SPECIMENS  selected  from  the  early  English  PoeU, 

WIdi  Prefktory  YetBCt.    B;  i^  Bst.  Joun  BIitvord.    Poobeap.    8iw  6d.  boardi* 

COWPER'S    TRANSLATION     OF    THE     ILIAD     AND 

ODYSSEY  OF  HOMER  loto  Eoglbb  Blank  Vene,  Wllh  Notct.  lo  9  pocket  TOlaoMt. 
Co  corivBpood  wltk  Walkrr'b  CIamIm.    Tlie  Flftb  Editloo.     1  Is.  boards. 

POEMS.   THE    EARLY   PRODUCTIONS    OF   WILLIAM 

COWPER.  WUh  Aoecdolea  of  Ibe  Poet,  •••U'cted  from  Lettm  of  Lidj  He»kftb,  writtea 
dorfaie  ber  retideoee  at  Olaej.  Nov  tni  pablbhod  fron  the  Orlftaab,  in  tho  Poiwwicn  of 
James  Croft.     Foolseap.    St.  GJ.  boards* 

THE   FARMER'S   BOY.     By  Robkrt    Bloomfield.     Wiih 

Plalea  exqobltrlj  engraved  from  a  Sorlra  of  beautifal  De»lsna  by  WasTAtu    Verj  ekgaally 

printed  in  foolscap.    6s.  6d.  boards. 

•«*  This  edition  Is  by  (ar  the  most  beaatiful  that  bat  ever  appeared  of  any  of  the  worki  of  this 
luteretting  auUior. 

BLOOMFIELD'S  RURAL  TALES.    Foolscap.    48.  boards. 
BLOOMFIELD'S  WILD  FLOWERS.    Foolscap.  46.  6d.  bds. 
BLOOMFIELD'S  BANKS  OF  THE  WYE.  Foolscap.  4s.  bds, 
BLOOMFIELD'S  MAY  DAY  WITH  THE  MUSES.    Fools- 

cap.    4s.  boards. 

BLOOMFIELD'S  HAZLEWOOD  HALL.   Foolscap.  Ss.  bds. 
BLOOMFIELD'S  WORKS.  Complete  ia  S  voh.  18nio.  12s.  bds. 
POEMS  FOR  YOUTH.    By  a  Family  Circle,    2  vols.  Fools- 

cap  Sto.    7s.  boards. 

POEMS.    By  one  of  the  Authors  of  **  Poems  for  Youth,  by  a. 

Family  Circle.**    Srcond  EdMioa,  foolscap  8vo.     Ss.  6d.  boards. 

'*  Many  of  oar  readrrs.  ire  concludf.  will  recollect  ibe  fir«t  volume  of  ttie«e  poems:  and  It  la 
now  very  ffenemlly  known  that  the  nutkore  of  this  pleashif  little  collection  of  roine«tic  Poetry 
are  to  be  found  in  the  family  of  Ihe  learned  and  excellent  historian  of  Lorenio  d<:'  Medici.  They 
breathe,  as  we  inl^hl  expect,  an  amiable  spirit  of  ktmtnras  and  benevolence,  aoJ  arc  evidently 
tbe  production  of  pure  taile  and  cuUivaied  intellect ."—Mim.  Hnicw, 

BAYLETS  (Tiios.)   ROUGH    SCETCHES  OF  BATH,  and 

ether  PoenM.     With  Additions.    Foolscap.    4».  6d.  boards. 

BAYLEY'S  PARLIAMENTARY  LETTERS,  and  other  Poems, 

Second  Editloo.    Foohcap.     4s  6d.  boards. 

SPECLMENS   OF  THE    CLASSIC   POETS.    Translated  by 

CHaaLSs  ABaanaa  Etroa,  Esq.    HAodwmely  prisled.    In  3  vols,  8ro.     11.  1G«.  boanla. 

THE  REMAINS  OF  HESIOD  THE  ASCRiE\N,  INCLUD- 

INO  THE  SHIELD  OF  HERCULES.    Translated  by  tli«  sane  Author.    Svo.  Its.  boank. 

POEMS.    By  C.  A.  Elton^  Esq.    Foolscap  8vo.    5;?.  boards. 
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^   »  ,  _  -  -  *  . 

THE  BKOTHEUS,  a  Monody ;  and  other  Poems,    By  the  same. 

Foolscap  8?o.     in, 

BUTl-ER'S  HUDIBRAS.  With  new  Notes,  selected  from  Grey, 

and  other  Aathors.     To  which  h  added,  a  Lire  of  Btttler,  and  a  Diaeonne  on  the  Clrll 
Ware.    With  VignetCet  and  Platei.    In  8  voU.  S4ino.     Or.  boardf. 

THE  SATIRES  OF  BOILEAU  TRANSLATED-  With  some- 

Acconnt  of  that  Poet's  Life  aod  Wriliog*.     In  8ro.     78.  fid.  boardf. 

TOMKINS'  (T.  E.)   POEMS    ON   VARIOUS    SUBJECTS ; 

■electfHl  to  enforce  the  Practice  ot  Virtue,  and  to  comprise,  In  one  volume,  the  Beauties  of 
Eoi^ish  Poetry.     A  newfidltioo;   with  manj  Additional  Poems  from  modem  Ao(hora;> 
and  a  fine  Steel  Plate  Frobtkpiece,  from  a  Drawing  by  Harrey.    In  a  neat  Pocket  Volane. 
'    89.  bound. 


RURAL  ECONOMY,  BOTANY,  &c. 

CLATER'S  EVERY  MAN  HIS  OWN  FARRIER.    With  an 

Appendix,  or  Veterinary  Pharmacopcnia.     Twenly>foarth  Edition,  freatiy  Improved;  and 
'  now  first  added,  a  Practical  Treatise  on  the  most  prevalent  Diseases  of  Dogs.     With  a  find 
Head  of  llie  Autli.or.     In  8fo.  9s.  extra  boards. 
**«*  'file  unexampled  safe  of  tills  work  Is  the  best  proof  of  ita  practical  utility. 

GLATER'S  EVERY  MAN  HIS  OWN  CATTLE  DOCTOR. 

Containing  the  Causes,  Symptoms,  and  Treatment  of  all  the  Diseases  Incident  to  Oaen, 
Cows,  and  Sheep.     The  Sixth  Eilitlon,  much  improved,  and  now  first  added,  a  Shobt 

TaEATISB  ON  TUB  ANATOMY  AKD  PlIVSIOLOOY  OF  NB.IT  CATTU.      8rO.  M.  boards. 

LAWRENCE    ON    THE    STRUCTURE    AND    ANIMAL 

ECONOMY  OF  THE  HORSE.     A  new  EdiUon,  royal  8vo.  nunerout  Plates.     Prict 
•    one  guinea,  in  boards. 

WHITE'S  FARRIERY,  VOL.  L  A  COMPENDIUM  OF  THE 

VETERINARY  ART,  conUlning  Plain  and  Concise  Rules  for  the  Treatment  of  all  the 
Di«oiders  and  Accidents  to  which  the  Horse  la  liable;  with  Obserrattons  on  Grooming 
Feeding,  Exercise,  and  the  Coo»irnctlon  of  Stables.  Also  a  brief  Description  of  the  Struc- 
ture, Economy,  and  Diseases  of  the  Hone's  Foot;  with  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Sboo- 
Inr*    The  Fourteenth  E<lltton,  illustrated  by  93  Plates,  l9mo.  Bs.  boards. 

Vol.  H.  Contains  the  Materia  Mediea  and  Pharmacoptnia.     Fourth  Edition,  6a. 

Vol.  III.  Contains  Observations  on  the  Structure,  Economy,  and  Diseases  of  the  Disrstive 
Orpus  of  the  Horse,  and  other  DiiK>r^ers  resulting  from  them.  With  Practical  Observations  on 
the  Treatment  and  Prevention  of  Lameness.    Sixth  E<litlon,  6f« 

Vol.  IV.  A  COMPENDIUM  OF  CATTLE  MEDICINE;  or.  Practical  Observations  oa 
(be  Dii<ordcrs  of  Cattle  and  other  Domestic  Animals,  except  the  Horse.  With  a  Scries  of 
Essays  on  the  Structure,  Economy,  and  Diseases  of  Horned  Cattle  and  Sheep,  as  communicated 
to  the  Bath  and  West  of  Enflaod  Society.     Fourth  Edition,  6s. 

DICKSON'S   GRAMMAR   OF  THE  FIRST  PRINCIPLES 

OP  AGRICULTURE;  Intended  chiefly  for  tlie  Use  of  Young  Persons  as  a  Branch  of 
Liberal  Etlucalion.     Illustrated  by  Eleven  Ensravings,  Ss.  bonnd. 

THE   PRINCIPLES    OF   AGRICULTURE.     By  William 

Bland,  Jun.     In  13mo.  4s.  Gd.  boaids. 


THE  COMPLETE  GRAZIER;  or.  Farmer  and  Cattle-dealer^a 

AMhUBt ;  comprrhnidlDC  Treatton  in  cTcry  Department  of  Koovleilee  meful  to  (be  Apl- 
cohttrht.    Tlie  Fourth  Edition,  wHIi  nnnerona  Platet  of  Cattle,  Farmlnc  Implenientt  , 
Plant  of  PanD-boowa,  Ac    8ro.  1 4a.  boards. 

ELKINGTON'S  SYSTEM  OF  DRAINING  LANDS  (for  the 

DI«eoTerj  of  whicb  lOOOh  waa  bectowed  bjr  Parliament),  with  roanjr  Plates.  Second 
Edition,  Sto.  l^a.  boards. 

ABERCROMBIE'S    GARDENER'S    POCKET    JOURNAL, 

In  a  conclie  roootlilj  Display  of  all  the  general  Work  tbrougliout  the  Year.  SeTeutcsnth 
Edition,  compteteljr  reriH*d  and  improved  by  an  eminent  Botanist,  with,  now  added,  a  general 
List  of  Plants,  Shrubs,  Fruit  and  Forest  Trees,  Flowers,  Ac.     Price  only  it,  sewed. 

A  TREATISE  ON  THE  IMPROVED  CULTURE  OF  THE 

STRAWBERRY,  RASPBERRY,  AND  GOOSEBERRY.  By  Tiiokas  Haymbs.  Second 
Edition,  Svo.  7s.  boards. 

BINGLEY'S  USEFUL  KNOWLEDGE  ;  or,  a  Familiar  Account 

of  the  Tarlotts  Prodnclioos  of  Nature.— Mineral,  Vegetable,  and  Animal,  which  are  chit-fly 
employed  for  the  Use  of  Man.  The  Fourth  Edition,  with  conoiderable  Alterations  and  Ini- 
proTements,  and  a  new  aet  of  16  Plates.    8  vols.  19mo.  one  guinea,  boards. 

BINGLEY'S  PRACTICAL  INTRODUCTION  TO  BOTANY, 

illustrated  hy  References,  onder  each  Definition,  to  Plants  of  ea«y  Acee»s.  With  accnrate 
Plates  by  He  WET.  Anew  Edition,  much  improved.  By  John  Faosr,  P.A.S.  F.LmS.Ao. 
Professor  of  Botany  to  the  Medico* Botanical  Society,  London.  Price  4s«  neatly  halfobouod 
and  Mtered ;  or  with  the  plates  beautifully  coloured,  7s. 

AIKINS    (Dr.)   WOODLAND    COMPANION;  or,  a  brief 

Descripllon  of  Britikh  Trees,  with  tome  Account  of  their  Uses.  The  Third  Edition,  with 
8S  Plates  of  Trees.    9ff.  half  bound. 

AIKIN'S  (Dr.)  ARTS  OF  LIFE;  viz.  of  providing  Food,  Cloth- 

ing,  and  Shelter;  described  In  a  Series  of  Letters  for  the  Instruction  of  Youth*.  Tiilid 
Edition,  19mo.  <s.  6d.  half  bound. 

AIKINS   (Dr.)    NATURAL   HISTORY   OF  THE    YEAR; 

difided  into  Months,  and  illustrated  with  a  Plate.     Fifth  Edition,  1  jmo.  8«.  ho^nls. 

PROFESSOR    MARTYN'S    PLATES    TO    ROUSSEAU'S 

BOTANY  ;  consisting  of  Tblny-elght  Plates  with  Eiplaoatlons;  intended  to  iUuslrate  the 
lilnnvan  System  of  Vegttabl<'*,  and  equally  adapted  to  ail  Woika  on  Botany,  bvo.  9s.;  or 
with  the  PUtes  sutwrbly  coloured,  ll.  Is. 

*»*  To  the  lovers  of  Botany,  the  accnmcy  and  beauty  of  these  Plates  must  be  a  great  aequi- 
ftltioo. 

CULPEPERS  ENGLISH  HERBAL,  enlarged  by  Dr.  Parkins, 

with  m^ny  Plates.  The  Fourth  Edition,  corrected  and  improved,  6s.  boards,  or  with  the 
Plates  coioiired,  8s. 

HUISH'S    TREATISE    ON  THE   NATURE,    ECONOMY, 

AND  PRACTICAL  MANAGEMENT  OF  BEES.  In  aiiich  the  >ariott«  S^Mems  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Apiarians  are  examined,  and  the  most  improTed  Methods  laid  down  fur 
eirectuall>  Presrnriug  the  Lives  of  the  Bees.  With  Plates  of  Hires  of  the  dilli:reut  Apiaiiius. 
§TO.  Second  EditfoD,  lOt.  6d.  boaidt. 
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THE    HONEY  BEE;  its  Natural  History,    Physiology,   and 

ManageoMrnt.     Jtj  Edward  Bktah,  M.D.     Woio.  with  Cat*,  Oa.  boards. 

A  TREATISE  ON  THE  CULTURE  AND  MANAGEMENT 

OF  FRUIT  TREES.  WHh  Instructions  for  PruDtoff,  illvstratcd  wtth  56  Cnta.  fij 
CuARLBs  Harrison,  F.II.S.  Gardener  to  J.  A.  Stuart  Worllej,  Esq.     In  Sto.  18a> 

*«*  The  Horticultural  Society  bavt  expresMNl  their  approbation  of  this  work  by  presenting  the 
Author  with  a  Silver  Medal. 

A  SERIES  OF  FACTS,  HINTS,  OBSERVATIONS,  AND 

EXPERIMENTS  on  the  rlifft-rent  Modes  of  raising  youafr  Plantations  of  Oaka  from  the 
Acorn,  Seedltug,  and  larger  Plants;  showing  the  DUBcnItiea  and  Oluactioos  that  have 
occurred  In  the  Practical  P«rf ;  with  Remarks  upon  Fenclog,  Draining, Pruning,  and  TrafaUa|p 
young  Trees,  and  the  Management  of  young  Planlatlons;  also  with  Hints  and  ezperiroMitRl 
Remarks  on  Fruit  Tieef.  By  Wiluam  Billimgtom,  Mem.  Caled.  Hort.  Soc.  Ac*  8voi» 
18s.  boards. 

OWEN'S   NEW  BOOK  OF  FAIRS;  being  a  complete  and 

authentie  Account  of  all  tlie  Fairs  in  England  and  Wales,  as  they  hare  been  held  aince  Che 
Alteration  of  the  Stjie;  noting  likewise  the  Commodities  which  each  Fair  is  remarkable  for 
furnishing;  Market  Da; a;  Dlstancea  from  London,  &c.  New  Edllion, correctoJ,  Is.  6d» 
stitched. 

OWEN'S  NEW  BOOK  OF  ROADS;  or,  a  Description  of  the 

Roada  of  Great  Brit^dn :  containing  an  alphabetical  List  of  all  the  CItiea,  Towni^  and  r»» 
markable  Villages  In  England  and  Wales;  the  Distances  in  measured  Miles  from  Loo4eav 
and  from  one  Town  to  another :  the  Cross  Roads ;  the  High  Roads,  and  principal  Cross 
Roads  In  Scotland ;  the  general  Roads  of  tlie  Judges*  Circuits ;  Noblemen's  and  Gentleosea^ 
Seats;  Rates  of  Postage,  Ac,  Illustrated  with  a  neat  and  eorrecC  Map  of  the  Principal 
Roads  In  England  and  Wales.  A  new  Edition,  corrected  and  greatly  improved.  Is.  •d* 
stitcht-d. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON   A  GENERAL  IRON  RAIL-WAY; 

or,  Ltnd  Sleam* conveyance;  to  supersede  the  Necessity  of  Horses  in  all  Public  Vehicles s 
showing  its  vast  superiority,  In  every  respect,  over  the  present  Methods  of  Conreyance  bjr 
Tarnpik/  Roads,  and  Canah,  and  Coasting-traderp.  Containing  every  Species  of  laforma- 
tlon  relative  to  Rall*roads  and  Ijoeo«mo(lve  Engines.  With  Maps  and  Plates  lllastratlt« 
of  the  Plan.    By  Tuomas  Gray.  The  Fifth  Edition,  much  enlaised.   8vo.  8«.  6d. 

ENGLAND  DESCRIBED ;  being  a  concise  Delineation  of  Every 

County  in  England  and  Wales ;  with  an  Account  of  Its  most  Important  Products,  Notices  of 
the  prineipal  Seats,  ami  a  View  of  the  Transactions,  Civil  and  Military,  &c.  With  « 
Map.  By  Jorn  A  tain,  M.D. ;  being  an  Enlarsrcmeiit  of  the  Work  by  that  Author,  entitled 
^  England  Delineated.**    In  a  handsomti  vol.  tfvo.  1 4s.  boards. 

A  TREATISE   ON   THE  COAL   MINES   OF   DURHAM 

AND  NORTHUMBERLAND  ;  with  Information  relative  to  tlie  StratiUcatlons  of  the  two 
Counties :  and  conta'nlng  Accounts  of  the  Explosions  from  Flic  Damp  which  have  oreurved 
tbortin  for  tlie  last  Twenty  Years;  their  Causes,  and  the  Means  proposed  for  their  Remedy, 
and  for  the  genial  Improvements  of  the  Mining  System,  by  new  Metbotls  of  VeotJlatlon,  ftc^ 
With  Seven  Plater.    By  J.  H.  S.  Holm  us,  Esti.  F.S.A.     Svo.  I  Us.  Od.  boards* 

BESTS  ART  OF  ANGLING,  confirmed  by  actual  Experience; 

to  which  h  now  added.  Nosh's  CoarLSTi  Troi.i|PI»  Eleventh  Editloo,  much  iipproveila 
with  a  Plate  of  Artificial  Fliei,    3i«  6d.  boards. 
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THE  UNIVERSAL  GAUGER  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND 

IRELAND,  AND  OENKIAL  SPIRIT  CAIjCULATOR;  brtng  a  Pnclleal  SyUfVvr 
OiBgliif ,  ^  Pia,  aiMlas  Rale«  Tabtes,  Calliprra,  and  LofrarKhmi,  acedrdtof  to  Ite  Ueaiaraa 
hhberto  IvgaUjr  ailopCrd  In  the  Britiih  DomiaioA*,  and  abo  aocordins  lo  tbe  aew  Imperial 
Galhm,  aod  conuialaf  ttpwanls  «r  40,000. ortgioal  CalcolailoM  on  e^^iigiog  Spirits,  At»  Bjr 
WiuiAs  OirrRBiMSt  Jo  a  ctoielj-prtetcd  toI.  19mo.  Oi.  6d,  boards,  or  lOi.  Od«  stronfl^ 
balf-boand. 

THE  YOUNG  BREWER'S  MONITOR,  containing  a  Body  of 

Or%ioal  Informafloo,  comblofd  with  rare  select  Matter  from  the  Woi;^aod  ComnianlcatlMis 
of  tbe  BBOst  celebrated  Theoretic  Wikers  and  Practitioners  on  the  Svluect.  By  a  Brkwbr 
of  Thirty  Years  Practical  ExperlcKce,  and  Author  of  nuaeroas  original  laiproTemeota  ia 
the  London  Brewerj.     8fo.  5s.  6d.  boards. 

SIMPSONS  COMPLETE    SYSTEM  OF  COOKERY;  on  a 

Plan  eotlrdjr  nev ;  coasktiag  of  an  Eatenidf  e  and  Original  Collection  of  Receipts  ia 
Cooker/,  Confrctlonary,  Ac  with  Bills  of  Faro  for  every  Day  in  the  Year.  To  which  are 
BOW  added.  Tablet  of  Articles  in  Season,  and  tbe  Mode  of  Dtesslag  Tartle  Cnever  before 
given  In  any  Work  of  the  kind),  Bills  of  Fare  for  Deserts,  and  a  Series  of  ReorSpts  and  Bills 
of  Fkre  of  Economical  Dbhca»  to  salt  the  most  Private  Famltlts.  A  new  Edit.  Iflmo.  8s.  bdf. 

NUTT'S  COMPLETE  CONFECTIONER  ;  or,  the  Whole  Art 

of  Conftctlonary  Made  Easy :  also,  Reeeipf  s  for  home-made  Wlocs,  Cordials,  French  an4 
Italian  Lifvcnrs,  Ac.  Eighth  Edition,  Corrected  and  Improved  by  J.  ^.  Macust,  Confeo^ 
tioner  at  Pasls.    In  l^no.  8s.  dd.  half>bovnd. 

NUTT'S  IMPERIAL  AND  ROYAL  COOK;  consisting  of  the 

most  snmptnona  Made-Dlsbes,  Racwts,  Frjcimees,  Sonps,  (Sravles,  &c.  Foreign  and  EogUslu 
Scoond  EdHioa^  lino.  fls.  boarda. 

DENDROLOGI A ;  or,  a  Treatise  of  Forest  Trees ;  with  Evelyn's 

Sylva  revised,  corrected,  and  abriilged,  by  a  ProCesalonai  Planter  and  Collector  of  Practical 
Notes  40  Yean.  By  J.  B.  Mitcbjill,  F*  J.  B.  8.  and  M.  N.  A.  In  Svo.  with  Plate*, 
lbs.  boards. 

SKETCHES  ON  AGRICULTURE :  or,  the  Farmer's  Remom. 

branoer,  nl|d»abetically  arranged.  WHh  tbe  Imperial  Weights  and  Bleasnres,  and  Tables 
for  weights  of  Pigf,  Sheep,  Deer,  Calves,  and  Bollocks,  Ac.  By  Jambs  Mitchba.  la 
Svo.  H».  boards. 


DICTIONARIES,  LEXICONS,  GRAMMARS. 

A  DICTIONARY  OF   THE   ENGLISH   LANGUAGE;   in 

which  the  Words  are  dedoced  frsmtbdr  Ori;;inals,  and  lllnatreted  in  their  diA*rrat  Slgali- 
cations,  by  Examples  from  tbe  best  Writers ;  together  with  a  History  of  the  Liogaage,  and 
an  Englikh  Gnmmar.  By  Samvbi.  Joiiksor,  LL.D.  With  ^puanerons  Corrections,  and 
with  tbe  Additton  of  several  tbonsand  Wonb,  as  also  with  Additions  to  the  History  of  thn 
Langnage,  and  to  tbe  Grammar.  By  the  Rev.  U.  J.  Tono,  M.A.  F.8.A.  and  M.II.S.E. 
Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majesty,  and  Rector  of  Settringtoo,  Connty  of  York«  SecoaA 
•     Edilioa,  complete  in  8  vols.  4to.     11.  7s.  boardib 

CRABB'S  UNIVERSAL  TECHNOLOGICAL  DICTION- 
ARY; or,  a  Familiar  Eiplanttion  of  the  Terms  used  in  all  Arts  and  Scieocr*,  conii»tln|r  of 
Words  not  to  be  foiud  In  the  usttil  Englisb  Dictianvks;  aad  i  Synoptical  View  of  cadi 
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%«  Tbig  work  li  an  IndiipeirtDble  Coaiptnlon  to  Todd*!  Johntoo*!  Dtetlonaiy.   4to. 

Tbeokileet  of  the  Tecbooloffkal  DletioDiiry  It  to  defiae,  briefly  and  feraploMiMlyi  all  the 
T«rnu  xaed  in  the  Arts  aod  Scienceii:  and  a  synoptical  vieir  is  jriven  of  each  SclcBoe,  ander 

'^  which  Its  Tcrniino)o.i(y  Is  classed  and  explained,  it  is  illastnitcd  by  00  well-encraved  Plates, 
and  by  nnnierons  CuU  attached  to  such  articles  as  reqnire  graphical  elucidation ;'  to  that  every 
term  is  underatooil  with  facility,  however  concisely  explained. 

As  a  X^'ork  calculated  for  the  general  Information  o/  every  class  of  Reiders.  by  exhibitiaa  the 
lan^ai^e  of  .Science,  and  those  rodimenta  oflt,  which,  ones  aoqnired,  enable  the  student  to  have 
arcer^s  to  the  best  nuthors.~thc  ntility  of  a  Dirttouary  Utce  that  now  presented  to  the  pttbHc 
will  hardlv  be  disputed.  It  does  not,  Indeed,  like  a  vohrnifnotis  Encyclopedia,  afleet  to  super. 
sede  orij^inal  works  :  Its  pretcasioss  are  of  a  huiublor,  yet  not  less  imponaiit.  oaiave;  munely. 
to  affbrJ  such  brief  and  iiuinediate  information  as  Is  necessary,  either  to  assist  the  meiuory  or 
the  experlrnred  In  science,  or  to  (aclHtate  the  progress  of  the  unlnl'iated.  It  another  point  of 
view  Klfo,  itsu^c  will  be  fonnd  not  incoiisiderablo :  the  terms  of  art  so  freqaentW  rccnr  inthe 
ireneral  lileratnre  of  the  day,  or  even  In  conversation,  by  wav  of  illustration  or  allorion,  that  a 
familiar  explanation  of  thrra  is  necessary  to  every  person  who  >iould  not  appear  unacquainted 

.wlih  words  which,  from  tbeir  tppliraliou,  are  supposed  IntelllKtble  to  all.  Even  Ihope,  thera. 
fore,  whose  reading  does  not  extend  beyond  a  newspaper,  must  have  often  been  euibarraftsed  for 
want  of  a  work  elncldatlng  tliose  peculiar  terms  and  exprossioos  which  tt  is  not  the  provioce  of 

.a  general  Dictionary  of  our  lauguage  to  give. 

ENGLISH    SYNONYMES   ENLARGED ;  with  copious  Illus- 

tialiooo  and  Exaoiplai  drawn  from  Ihe  b«M  Writan.    By  Gso.  Caaaa,  A.lil.    la  dto. 
ttBlform  with  the  above.     91.  Ss. 

*«*  A  Quarto  Edition  of  the  English  Synonymes  having  become  desirable  to  suit  with  hfa 
sitber  works,  the  aathor  has  occupied  blBtseif  in  inakliiK  such  additions  and  improvemeuts  as  h« 
deems  calculated  inaierially  to  enhance  its  value^  as  a  work  of  crilicisfn.  The  alphabetical 
'arranireiiient  of  the  words  Is  exchanged  for  one  of  a  more  scientific  nature,  arising  from  their 
alliance  in  srn<te,  and  from  the  general  nature  of  the  subdects  :  thus  affordius  ^he  advantage  of  a 
more  connected  explaiialiuu  of  terms  allied  to  each  oilier.  While,  therefore,  the  present  edition 
is  offered  to  the  public  as  a  work  for  philological  stndv  and  Instructive  reading,  the  Octavo 
ICrfltion.  still  presorvlng  its  alphabetical  arrangemeoti  will  serve  the  more  linioediate  parpoM  al 
reference. 
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ENGLISH  SYNONYMES  EXPLAINED,  Jn  Alphabetical  Or- 

dec ;  with  Copious  Illustrations  and  Examples  drawn  from  the  best  Writers.  By  the  SaOMb 
The  Third  Edition,  thoroughly  reviled  and  eorrecled.     In  a  large  vol.  8vo.     11.  Ir. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  SOME  DIALECTS  IN  THE  WEST 

OF  ENGLAND,  partlrulaily  SomerMrUhire;  with  a  Glossary  of  Words  now  in  Usetbrrf; 
and  Poems  and  other  Pieces  excdipuryuic  the  Diabct.  B)  JAKsa  JaMaiNCS,  Author  of  tba 
I>oiii«9tic  EacjclopmUa,  Ac    Uaadaomely  priutod  In  copy     8«o.     7s.  boaidf. 

V*  The  Kev.  Mr.  To  Td,  In  the  Preface  to  the  fast  edition  of  .Tohnson's  l^lctionnry,  acknow. 
letiges  his  obligations  to  this  volume,  for  many  ob«ervations  with  which  It  has  supplied  him 
relative  to  the  dialects  of  the  western  part  of  our  Island. 

ENFIELD'S  GENERAL  PRONOUNCING    DICTIONARY  ; 

«he«lag,  at  one  %iew,  iha  Orthography,  Accentuation,  Eiplanallon,  and  PronancUtion,  of  all 
the  pnie.-t  and  mokt-appro^ed  Teims  In  the  English  Lanfuagc.     Sixth  Edit.  ISmo.    4f.  bd. 

•  <  In  a  verv  niO(fe«t  prefare,  Mr.  RnHeld  observes.  *  that  the  Editor  of  such  a  work  as  this  has 
Ultle  to  do  but  to  ramiliarize  tikr  mind  lo  kikowk'vlgr  ulrca.dy  exiuut,  and  to  endeavour,  bv  lucid 
nrriMiTPnioiit  of  the  ni.tlrrisils  of  hU  nrcdecc«sors  lo  jiniooth  the  path  of  science.*  Humble  as 
•iii*h  pretensions  are,  the  task  Is  ooe  which  rctimrcn  Ihe  exercise  both  of  coosidorable  judgment 
a.«d  of  great  iiMlubtrv ;  and  It  i»  but  coninton  Jtv-ticc  to  pay,  that  Mr.  Knfirld  has  displaced  l>oth 
In  the  compilation 'and  arningrment  of  the  useful  little  volume  before  uf.*v~^«ti-Jorofrt» 
Rrrtcv. 

MYLIUS'S   SCHOOL   DICTIONARY  OF  THE   ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE;  comtrocted  as  a  Series  of  Dtflj  Leseocr,  and  preceded  b;  a  New  Oaldc  to 
the  English  Tongue.     A  new  Edition.     2t.  6d.  bound  in  red. 

*»«  Siiice  the  first  publitntlon  of  this  very  jopular  tichool  Book,  above  lOO.COO  copies  have 
brtu  sold,  so  uulvrn>ally  If  it  now  adooled  . 
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A  FRBNCH    AND    ENGLISH,    AND    ENGLISH    AND 

FRENCH  DICTIONARY.  By  M.  Ds  LsTis%c,  A«llMr  of  tN  ••PncUeU  Qnmmta 
«f  the  Fnweh  Iimag«acrrAo.tkoroMflilj  ivTtard  aad  hnprotad;  the  two  Ptitecwviilly  cellitdlb 
with  the  Indlcalkm  of  aU  the  InervUrUlet  of  Kmich  FiowiMlitIp*.  Bj  C  Gaok  Th« 
Fourth  Edtttos,  ttereoijrpcd.     limo.  lOt.  64.  heud. 

«•«  Tills  Frencli  Dictionary  b  certainly  the  nioiit  coinpendlooft  School  Dictionary  extant,  ft  Is 
more  select  and  class  leal  ibao  Boyer^,  and  quite  as  portable  as  Nogeofs.  Great  cart  has  been 
taken  by  the  Editor  to  fit  it  particularly  for  female  tultiou. 

SCHREVELIUS'  GREEK  LEXICON,  tranBlated  into  Englirii. 

Vor  the  Use  of  Schools.  Wtth  Damenwa  Correctioae,  and  with  maaj  new  Words  added. 
Id  a  hufe  Tolaoio,  Sto.     I  6s.  6d.  board*. 

*«*  The  present  Edition  of  Scbrevelius'  Lexicon,  which  has  for  ra  Imik  a  period  facilitated  the 
Ubours  aud  promoted  Ibe  knowledge  of  Greek  stadroU,  comes  recommended  to  the  notice  of  tho 
faveatle  reader  bv  havlae  the  explanations  In  oar  own  tonRue.  The  plan  of  lotroducinK  Into 
scliool  Books  plain  En^llfth  for  bald  Latin,  in  the  interpretations  of  dreek  words,  has  within 
these  few  years  been  sanctioned  by  many  most  respectable  teachers  of  youth ;  and  we  trust  that 
a  plan  so  founded  In  common  sense,  useful  alike  (otiic  iuatnictor  and  the  pupil,  will  be  univer- 
sally adopted. 

A  DICTIONARY  OF  LATIN  PHRASES ;   comprehending  a 

Methodical  Dhtest  of  the  varhras  Phraws  from  the  best  Antbovt,  which  have  been  eollected  hi 
all  Pbrassolosical  Works  hltlierto  pnblitlwd ;  for  llw  mora  speedy  progress  of  Students  la 
LttIn  CompositioD.  A  new  Edition,  with  eonslderable  Additions,  Alterations,  and  Cor- 
reethms.  By  Wa.  Robiutsoii,  A.M.  of  Canhrldge.  la  a  very  thlek  volutM,  royal  lSin». 
15e.  bound. 

*»*  The  present  Edition  ha*  this  advantage  over  its  predeeesson,  that  it  is  enriched  with  many 
hnudred  pbriucs  wbicli  hare  hitherto  bc«a  nurecorded ;  and  these  have  beea  drawn  firom  tiM 
purest  founrains,  by  actual  perusal ;  from  Cicero,  Tacitus,  Terence,  Plautna.  Ac. 

*'  The  utility  of  this  work  to  students  in  I^atin  composition,  is  too  evident  to  need  nolntlng  out; 
and  we  doubt  not  it  will  reaJlly  find  a  due  place  In  the  list  of  i»chool  Books.**— Geedswoa^  My. 

A    HEBREW    GRAMMAR    IN    THE    ENGLISH    LAN- 

GUAGB.  By  Joseph  Samuel  C.  F.  Fan-.  To  which  are  added,  a  GloMary  of  the  First 
6ix  Psalms,  a  CompendlHm  of  Chaldee  Grammar,  and  other  Important  Addhfonr.  By  Geo. 
Dowhes,  A.m.  late  of  Trinity  College,  Doblln.     A  new  and  enlarged  Editioa.  Sro.  7t. 

*«*  .\n  attempt  Is  now  made  to  remedy  a  deficlcncv  which  has  long  existed  in  works  of  this 
description— the  almost  utter  omission  of  Syntax ;  while  iu  no  language,  perltaps,  it  Ibb  dtpart- 
lueut  of  Ururomar  of  such  poramonnt  importance. 

LATIN  GRAMMAR,  with  Practical  Exercises,  after  a  new  and 

easy  Method,  adapteil  to  the  Capacities  of  Young  Beginners.  By  N.  WSMOsraoCHT,  LL.D. 
A  new  Editfoo.     4«.  6d.  bound. 

A  PRACTICAL  GRAMMAR  OF  THE  SPANISH  LAN- 
GUAGE, with  Coptous  Exercises.  The  whohs  rendered  so  easy  as  (o  be  intelliglhte  whbont 
the  AM  of  an  Insimetor.  By  S.  WHrrEUBAo,  Author  of  a  Practical  Inlroductfoa  Co  Lallu 
Gramnar.    In  19nu>.  7s.  6d.  hoards  t  or,  8«.  bound. 

A    PRACTICAL   GERMAN   GRAMMAR;    or,  a  New  and 

Ea«y  Method  of  acquiring  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  the  German  Lsnguagv.  For  the  Use 
of  Schools  and  Private  Students.  By  Jonic  RownornAW,  Master  of  the  Classical  and  Com. 
metdal  Academy,  Walworth.     1  <mo.     6t.  6d.  hoards ;  or,  Ts.  honnd. 

"  Mr.  RowlK>lham  Itas  producrd  (he  c1carr«t  German  and  English  Grammar  that  we  have  seen. 
The  study  of  (iermao  has  hitherto  been  obstructed  in  Ent(land  by  the  circumstimce  that  the 
Grammars  of  tliat  LAornatfe  have  been  the  forbidding  productions  of  Germans,  and  hence  they 
have  been  German  and  Euglish,  instead  of  being  English  and  German.  Bv  nteans  of  Mr.  Row. 
botham*r  luminous  (jrammar,  in  which  he  exhibits  a  corresponding  familiarity  with  both  lan- 
guages, the  study  of  German  is  likely  to  be  considerably  promoted.*^— ilfoaiAfy  Af^g.  June,  ItXU, 
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&0  W0BK6  FUBLISHBD  BY  BALDWIN  AND  CRADOCK. 

A   PRACTICAL    GRAMMAR   OF  THE  FRENCH  LAN- 

GUAGE,  Illvstfatrd  fcjr  Coptoos  Example*  anA  Bxerei«n,  vieeted  from  the  moct  uppratcd 
French  WrHerr.    Dnipicd  for  the  Uie  of  Schools  ami  PrtTBte  Stadcntr.     By  Josm  Ro«- 
-  iioTHAH.    la  19mo.     6s.  board*. 

"  ThU  little  work,  in  which  the  Anthor  has  followed  the  plan  adopted  In  a  Gerro.in  Grammar 
lie  lately  published.  Is  remarkable  for  its  perspicuity  and  conciseness,  and  it  may  be  confi- 
dently recommended  both  to  tenchers  and  learners  of  the  French  language.    Mr.  Rowbotham^ 
'Exercises  will  be  found  exceeJin,?ly  useful,  and  his  observations  on  the  participles  cannot  tall 
to  smooth  the  diliicutties  which  that  portion  of  French  Grammar  presents."— 7*inef. 

A   GRAMMAR   OF   THE   FRENCH    LANGUAGE;   With 

Practical  Exerciser.  Bjr  N.  Wanostaocrt,  I^L^D.  The  Seventeenth  Editioo.  Retised 
and  Corrected  by  A.  It.  JossR,  Author  of  a  Grammaire  Espagnole  Ribonn^e,  Tenoro 
Evpanol,  Ac.     l^mjk.  *>•  Od.  bonnd. 

A  KEY  to  ihe  above.    By  the  late  S.  Cuvellier.    The  Sixth 

Eilition,  corrected  conformablj  to  tlie  new  Edition  of  the  Grammar.  By  Nicuouu  Waho«« 
TBociiT,  Master  of  Alfied  llonse  Academy.     12mo.     St.  6d.  bonnd. 


POLITICS;  POLITICAL  ECONOMY. 

ELEMENTS  OF  POLITICAL  ECONOMY.  By  James  Mill, 

Esq.  Author  of  the  History  of  Britbh  India.     The  Third  Edition,  in  Svo.  Sa. 

*«*  In  this  edition  a  greater  developemrnt  has  been  t^lven  to  the  subject  of  Profits,  where  the 
different  modes  of  expressing  the  relation  of  profits  to  wages  is  more  fully  expounded  ;  nod  the 
work  has  been  carefully  revised  throughout. 

OUTLINES  OF  A  SYSTEM  OF  POLITICAL  ECONOMY; 

written  «ltb  a  View  to  prove  to  Government  and  the  Country,  that  the  Cause  of  the  present 
Agricultural  Distress  Is  entirely  artificial;  and  to  sugfcest  a  Plan  for  tlie  MaaAge-ment  of  the 
Currency,  by  which  it  may  be  remedied  now,aiid  any  Recurrence  of  similar  Erila  be  pretented 
in  future:  together  with  the  Fourth  Edition  of  an  Essay  oa  thi  Puhciplss  of  BanniiiG, 
ByT.Joplin.    In  t>vo.  l^s.  boards.  • 

AN  ILLUSTRATION  OF  MR.  JOPLIN'S  VIEWS  ON  CUR- 

RENCY,  and  Plan  for  Us  Improvement ;  togftlter  with  Otiservatloaa  applicable  to  tlie  preienC 
State  of  the  Money  Market :  in  a  Serleaof  Letters.     6s.  boards. 

A  SERIES  OF  TABLES,  exhibiting  the  Gain  and  Loss  to  the 

FUNDHOLDBIl,  arising  from  the  Fluctuations  in  the  Value  of  tbv  Currency,  from  1800  In 
ISil.     By  Robert  Mvsnirr,  Etii.    In  Svo.  Of. 

SPEECHES  OF  THE  RIGHT  HON.  GEORGE  CANNING, 

delivered  on  Public  Occasions  In  Liverpool.     With  a  Portrait.     lu  Sro.  lOs.  6d. 

PARLIAMENTARY  PORTRAITS;  or,  Sketches  of  the  Public 

Cluirartcrs  of  some  of  the  most  distinguished  Speakers  of  the  House  of  Commons.  By  Mn« 
Barmbs.    In  Svo.  Ss.  boards. 

m 

*«*  These  skclehrs  were  written  uinvArds  of  lliirtrcn years  axo,  and  it  is  eitrrmrly  amUMiuA  te 
lead  Ihe  author**  unlnious  of  Mr.  Cauuing,  Mr.  Peel,  uud  o'lier  slattsmeu  at  thai  time,  bat 
young  iu  public  life. 


V0RK8  PUBLISHJBO  BY  BALDWIN  AKD  CBADOC&»  Stt . 

LAW;  LEGISLATION;  COMMERCR 

A  PRACTICAL  AND  ELEMENTARY  ABRIDGMENT  of 

f  be  Cawt  arfved  and  deternlned  la  the  CoarU  of  Klog*t  Bench,  Commoa  Plrti,  Bxcbeqa«T, 

Appeal,  and  at  Ntol  Priaa;  and  of  the  Rulei  of  Coart,  from  Ute  Ri»tonlloa  In  1660,  to  Ml» 

charloiaa  Term,  4  Geo.  IV.,  with  Important  Hanaicript  Caie»,  Alpbabetkallj,  Chiwiologl* 

eallj,  aad  SjrsCematlcatlj  arranfcd  and  tranalaled  ;  with  copioni  Notet  aad  Reftfreocca  to 

the  Year  Booki,  Aaalofona  Adjndlcatloms  Text  Writera,  and  Statatei,  ipecifjinff  vbat  DccI* 

aloat  lMfeUcaaBrm«d,recofalxnd,  quitted,  or  Of er-raled;  comprblaff  under  the  aeforal 

Titles,  a  Praetlcal  Tieatlae  on  the  dUhveat  Branches  of  Ilia  Commoa  Law.    Bjr  CuAMUa 

PRsaaooaiv,  Esq.  of  the  Inner  Temple. 

*»*  Tills  publkatlon  eonUlns,  in  addition  to  the  Antbenrlc  Law  Reports,  the  whole  of  tho ' 
Practical  and  Useful  Inlbnnation  to  be  found  in  the  Year  Books,  Viner^  Abrid^cnl,  ConiYn*s 
Diiresl.  Baeou*s  AbrkiKmeot.  ('ruUe*s  Ul^est,  nud  iu  tue  Kquity,  AdnilraUy.  and  ISeclesiastieal 
Rcpoh»,  and  all  the  Authentic  Rlrmentary  Treatises,  arranged  under  such  dirisions  as  will 
conduce  to  the  most  prompt  and  reailv  reference,  and  under  such  titles  ai  will  most  probably  ocfur 
to  the  mind  of  the  experienced  or  of  llie  uninitiated  lueiuberof  the  profession.  Anxious  atlentioa 
has  been  devoted  to  introduce  pmctical  Information  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  Law  and 
Transferor  Keai  and  Personal  Property,  Criminal  Jurispmdcuee,  and  Sessions  Law.  Although 
the  Cases  are  abridged  onlv  to  Michuelinas  Term,  1623,  yet  the  Notes  bring  the  Decisions  and 
Statutes  down  to  the  day  of  publication. 

The  Work  will  be  comprised  In  14  vols,  royal  8ro.  £1.  lls.6d.  each. 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  point  out  to  the  Profession  that  CTery  article  Is  entire;  and 
that  therefore  those  persons  who  may  defer  taking  the  work  till  its  completion,  will  lose  the  Im. 
mediate  advauta^e  which  would  be  deriveJ  from  consulting  the  volumes  as  they  appear  for  the 
subjects  which  they  respectively  embrace. 

N.  B.  Seven  volumes  are  already  pubUshced, 

REPORTS  OF  CASES  UPON  APPEALS  AND  WRITS  OF 

ERROR  Id  the  House  of  Lords.    By  P.  Dow,  E^q.    Royal  Sfo.  6  vols.  61.  6s. 

A  PRACTICAL  GUIDE  TO  THE  QUARTER   SESSIONS, 

•ad  other  Seasiens  of  the  Paace,  adapted  to  the  Vve  of  Yooag  Msglstrates,  aad  Professioaal 
Gentlemen,  at  the  Commencement  of  their  Piactlcc.  By  W*  Dickimsou,  Esq.  In  t  vol. 
8VO.     Third  Bdltkm,  la  the  Picas. 

THE  LAW   OF   LANDLORD  AND   TENANT  (wherein  of 

Lodflofi),  with  an  Introductory  View  of  the  Origin  and  Foundation  of  Propettj  In  Land, 
and  of  the  dUkrent  E«tatca  Into  which  U  b  now  divided.  Also,  an  Appendix  ;  containing  all 
Che  reqabitu  Forms  of  Notice  to  Quit,  to  Repair,  and  of  Distress,  Ac. :  with  Practical  Dlrtec- 
tions  rtspecting  Notices  to  Quit,  and  also  Ibr  Making,  CoDdueting,  and  Dbpodng  of  a 
Diiti«*s  for  Rent.  Intended  for  the  Use  of  the  UnpraCnsloaal  Reader.  By  R.  TiauAii,  of 
Caahrldge,  AttomQr  at  Law.    In  8to.  6s.  6d.  hoards. 

LEX  CORONATORIA;  or,  the  Law  and  Practice  of  the  OfBce 

of  Coroner,  Originally  compiled  by  Euwabd  UMraxriixs,  Esq.  Revbcd  aad  corrected 
to  the  present  Time,  with  Piecedents,  bj  Jossra  BAsaa  Obimbom,  Attoraey  at  Law,  and 
of  the  Coroners  of  Bristol.     la  Svo.  1  is. 


*«*  UmfrevIlle*B  Edition  of  the  Lex  Coronatoria  has  long  been  out  of  print,  and  lias  alwaya 
sold  for  a  large  sum ;  a  new  edition  with  revisions,  corrections,  and  precedents  to  the  presenc 
time  has,  therefore,  for  some  years  been  called  for. 

A  COMPLETE  COLLECTION  OF  STATE  TRIALS  AND 

PROCEEDINGS  FOR  HIGH  TREASON,  aad  other  Crimes  aad  MtadeflMaaoan,  fioat 

the  Earliest  Periods  to  the  Year  1193,  wkh  Notes  and  other  lllnstratloaa.    Compllfd  ^ 

T.  B.  UowiLL,  Esq.  F.R.8.  FJ}.A.,  aad  coatinucd  fiom  the  Year  178J  to  the  Year  1S»0» 

by  TMOH.U  Jones  Uowkll,  E«q. 

^•*  As  the  twenty-first  volume  brings  down  the  worlc  to  tbe  same  period  ns  the  folio  edition  of 
Hargrave,  (thonirh  Including  apwards  of  200  cases  never  before  collected),  a  Table  of  parallel 
references  is  subjoined,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  this  octavo  edition  of  the  Slate  Trials  appli> 
cable  to  the  books  of  authority,  iu  which  references  have  been  made  to  the  folio  cdltloa. 

The  Work  Is  now  complete  In  83  vols,  royal  Svo,  II.  Us.  €d.  each. 

N.  B.  An  index  to  the  whole  work,  by  David  JanllaCy  Esq.  Of  tht  Middle  Temple,  Barrister  ai 
Law,  U  in  the  prca«,  and  will  abortly  be  poblialicd* 


SB-  voRiCB  poJitidaxB  iiy  BJaowm  akd  ciUDac^^ 

PROJECT  OF  A  NEW  PENAL  CODE  FOR  THE  STATE 

OF  LOUISIANA.  By  Edward  Livihohtom,  E»q.  Member  of  the  Home  of  ReprcBentatives 
ftom  tbe  Parish  of  PUqueminet.    In  8vo.  6i.  boards. 

.  "Mr.  I«i?iDfrston's  mind  is  clear,  his  Judgiiient  Mund,  hit  knowledipe  extensive ;  he  is  well 
acauaintcd  with,  and  appenrs  lo  have  availea  hiinMifof,  the  proper  sources  of  InformMtlon ;  aod 
he  has  applied  himself  to  hU  woric  with  a  mind  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  its  diificallies." 
—WtUtHtuMter  Heeiew*  No,  5. 

ESSAY  ON  AVERAGE,  and  on  other  Subjects  connected  with 

tb«  Contract  of  M«iia«  loaaranee}  toffttlier  with  ta  Essay  om  Abbitaatiom.  By  RenBar 
fiTSTBMs,  of  Lloyd^s.    The  Fonnb  Edition,  Svow  19b. 

*»*  Besides  the  Essay  on  Arbitration,  thi«  Edition  contains  ranch  other  new  matter,  and  brln^ 
the  Lnw  and  PrMtice  mi  hath  SobJeGts  down  to  the  present  day. 

EUROPEAN  COMMERCE;  or.  Complete  Mercantile  Guide  to 

the  Coothient  of  Europe ;  comprising  an  Aeconnt  of  the  Trade  of  all  the  principal  Cities  of 
the  ConUaent,  eoplooa  Tables  of  their  Monies,  Bxchansee,  Welfrhts,  and  Mensnrca,  with  tfa^lr 
Proportion  to  those  of  Enj^land,  the  Local  Regnlatloos  of  each  Place,  their  TarllTiB  of  OutieK, 
Methods  of  Buying  and  Selling ;  Tares  aod  other  Ailowanees;  tofothcf  with  nnmenHis  OA- 
cial  Documents,  Ordioaneca,  Ac.  Pormbig  a  Complete  Code  of  t^mneeeial  Inlbrmathm.  Bj 
C.  W.  RoROAHB.    In  t  very  larce  Svo.  toL  II.  la.  boards. 

A  TREATISE  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  INDEMNITY  IN 

MARINE  INSURANCE,  BOTTOMRY,  AND  RESPONDENTIA ;  and  on  their  Prae. 
Ileal  AppliCBtioB  in  eftcting  those  Contracts,  and  lo  the  Adjastment  of  all  Claims  arlaing  ont 
of  them:  for  the  Use  of  Underwrllers,  Merchants,  and  Lawyers.  By  Wiluam  Bexbccb  ,af 
Uoyd's.    In  8to.  11.  Is. 

THE  MERCHANT,  SHIP-OWNER,  AND  SHIP-MASTER'S 

.  IMPORT  AND  EXPORT  GUIDE,  comprlaing  the  new  Consolidated  AcU,  as  well  as  evmy 
other  Species  of  Aolhentle  Information  relative  to  Shipplogt  Nnvlgatlon,  and  Comaie««e: 
together  with  Descriptions  of  Coontrles,  Places,  Exchanges,  Mones**,  Weights  and  Moasurr* ; 
and  especially  of  the  Nature  and  Use  of  all  Foreign  Articles  of  Merchandise.  Arrompsnied 
by  Maps  and  Index.  By  Cn  ablbs  Pdtb,  Comptrotlhig  Surveyor  of  Bristol,  and  late  Prhrato 
fiteivtary  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Ctutoms.     Eleventh  Edit.  8vo.  11.  IDs.  boards. 

*«*The  American  Laws  and  the  British  Parliamentary  Documents  for  1827  are  given,  Including, 
besides  Aceonnls  relating  to  Foreign  Trade  In  erfneral,  Statements  of  the  Prices  of  Corn.  Qoau- 
tf  ties  exported.  Expenses  of  Shipment.  Kates  of  fixchauge.  &c.  at  all  Uie  principal  Forts  through, 
out  tlie  world,  for  a  series  of  years,  down  to  the  latest  possible  period. 


MEDICINE.    CHEMISTRY. 

A  SERIES  OF  PLATES,  from  Drawings  after  Nature,  and  fully 

Coloured,  Illustrative  of  the  Morbid  Anatomy  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and  Bowels.  By  Johb 
Arhstbong,  M.D.  To  be  published  hi  six  monthly  FUclcall,  each  contalnbig  Five  Plates  iq 
4to.,  with  full  Explanator}  Letter.pri 


PRACTICAL    ILLUSTRATIONS   OF  SCARLET  FEVER, 

MEASLES,  AND  PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION*  with  Observations  on  the  Effeacy  of 
Sttlpburroas  Wateti  lo  Chronic  Complaints.  By  the  Same*  Third  EdIUoo,  enlarged,  8vo. 
14s.  boards. 

FACTS    AND    OBSERVATIONS     RELATIVE    TO   THE 

FETBR  CALLBD  PUERPERAU    BiCheSBBW.    Tht  8ac«^  Edilioa, calB^iBd,  Sv*^ 


THE  STUDY  OF  MEDICINE.    By  John  Mason  Good,  M.D. 

-  r.R.9,  P.R.8.L.     8eeoii<  E4MIm,  cretHjr  MitffH.     1%  ft  taife  vob.  8fo.  81. 1  ft*. 

A  NEW  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PHAUMACOPCEIAS  OF 

LONDON,  BDINBURGH,  DUBLIN,  AND  PARIS,  ftormlnir  a  comptHe  Dtepentatory 
•»4  C«0«pMt«a,  Md  hieluAtof  tte  d*w  Frcnck  IMIieliie*,  u  well  at  Herb*,  Draf^,  Com- 
P««a4«,  V«C«ilMrj  Drvga,  Pal««t  Medletow,  PwfiHiMNy,  PaIiiI*,  VaraMit%  aad  tlmilar 
Artidfa  IwfiC  la  Sbopa,  vtA  tJi^  Cawip»»Hlo»,  U«m,  DotM,  aa4  AduMcntlM  ;  bdofc  a  0«« 
•eral  Rf»ctitt  Bpak  for  d«lly  Bspatieaoa  la  dw  lAboratofj  aad  at  the  Counter.  Bj  Javrs 
KsniB,  A.ftl.  Imttmrtf  m  OiaBbCiy,  Nataral  HMaly,  aad  pytocaphy,  Loadon :  Eliu»r  of 
the  Quarterly  Joaraal  of  Forrign  and  BrilUb  MedklM,  Ac.  Ao.     la  a  large  vol.  8ro.  1 9ii. 

AN  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT 

OP  DIABETES,  CALCULUS,  AND  OTHER  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  URINARV 
ORGANS.  With  Reaiarka  on  the  Importanea  of  ati««4ln(  Co  the  State  of  fhe  Urine  in 
Onraoie  Dbeaao  of  the  KUnej  and  BUdder :  with  mom  Praaical  Rulev  for  drtermlnliiff  tbs 
Nature  of  the  Dfaeate  from  the  Sensible  and  Chemical  Propertied  of  that  Secretion.  By 
V¥9hUku  PtooTt  M.D.  F.R.8.  Seooiid  Edllio**  mach  enlarcad,  «llh  Colouiod  Repreteo* 
tationa  of  varlooa  Calculi.     18a.  boards. 

ELLIOTTS  MEDICAL  POCKET-BOOK:  containing  a  short 

bat  plaia  Acconnt  of  the  Symptoms  and  Treatment  of  Di«eate«,  with  the  Propertlea  aii4 
Doaai  of  the  pitaelpal  Snhatanen  nied  medkhjany.  A  new  Edition.  By  a  MmcM  PftAC^ 
TmoRKB,  of  St.  ThoiBa**i  and  Gny*a  Hoapltalt.     In  foolicapt  ftt.  boarda. 

A  CORN.  CELSI  MEDICINiE  LIBRI  OCTO  EX  RECEN- 

SIONE  LEONARDI  TARG£:  qnibut  accedaat  Tltali  Maricinaies  PerpHut  CapltBOi 
LihtorMBqne,  AanotaCtoeea  Critic*,  Medics,  Phyilne ;  Tahnis  Charactsnim,  Poadenirav 
MiuMnraram,  alhaqoe;  ladleca  Materto  Mediae  Cel*ian»,  Remmqae  omnium  loeoplc- 
tMari;  Prmtea  do  €eM  Vtta  Piweftathmab  Conctnnafil  Emiimovi  Miluoan,.  M.D., 
8.  A.  S.S.  Medldam  Theoretlca  Pralcctor,  Ac.    Svo.  16a. 

INTRODUCTORY  LECTURES  TO  A  COURSE  OF  ANA- 

TOMY  delivered  hy  thft  late  Joan  BAaci.AT,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  B.,  Ac.  Ac.  «Mh  a  Meaioir 
of  the  Life  of  the  Author.  By  GaoEoa  Baluhoa&l,  M.  D.  Reglna  Profemor  of  MllUarji 
Sargeiy  In  the  Ualveraity  of  Ediabarfh.     Svo.  7i.  6d. 

AN  ELEMENTARY   SYSTEM   OF  PHYSIOLOGY;  with  a 

Oeoctal  ladi*a.  By  JoaM  Bostoci,  M.D.  F.R.8.  Ac.  In  Svo.  complete  in  S  volt* 
Vol.  I.  Ifta.    Vol.  II.  16«.    Vol.  III.  1ft*. 

AN    ACCOUNT  OF   THE    HISTORY    AND    PRESENT 

STATE  OF  GALVANISM.    By  the  auaa  Aatber.     Svo.  la. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  DISEASED  MANIFESTA- 
TIONS OF  THE  MIND  I  or  INSANITY.  By  .1 .  O.  SroasMua,  MJ>.  ttayal  Svo. 
with  four  PlAlca.  14a.  boards. 

ELEMENTS    OF    EXPERIMENTAL    CHEMISTRY.      % 

WiLuaa  nnav,  M.D.  F.IL8.  Aa.    Tba  Tenth  Bd kioa,  ewpriheadlnK  an  tba  leccat  m^' 

coveriea;  aad  Ulostrated  with  taa  Platca  by  Lowkt*  aad  aevenl  Bafvavlaca  oa  Woad^ 
In  9  vela.  Svo.  II.  148.  boards. 

SYSTEM  OF  CHEMISTRY.      By  Thomas  Thomson,  M.I>- 

Tto8lslbBdlli«a,la4lWfev«la.  tta.  SI. 

dsffive,  K  fa  that  of  ansfr ify 

be  ebemiaCa  la  Rarsfp,  when 

^  fM*  ta  hii  wMk  itevarf  aim*; 


*lf  tbcfwbeaayfOwerwMcbttieDncter  paaneesea  In  aw  eariaen 
awl  laariaaaa  dlasioaMIea :  aad  we  belkvawa  apeak  the  aeaaeof  all  tbeebemiaCa  la  Rarspr,  wheii 
w  ay  ihalltls  SaaaHcaac,  aMw  thaw  aof  ociMr,  wM*  law  gk 


24  ^BKd  Fuii];*t8H)ii>  fiy  JULowni  And  ckiJ>ocKw 

AN  ATTEMPT  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  FIRST  PRINCIPLES 

OF  CHEMISTRY  BY  EXPEIUMENT.  B/  TuoxAt  Tboxsom,  M.D.  Two  vob. 
8vo.  11.  lOi, 

THE   USE   OF   THE   BLOWPIPE   IN  CHEMICAL  ANA- 

LYSIS,  AND  IN  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  MINERALS.  Bj  J.  J.  Bbbzbliv* 
Member  of  the  Academj  of  Scteacet  of  Stockholm,  Ac.  Tnmlated  frou  Uw  French  of 
M.  Faesmei,  b>  J.  O.  Cmilbkeii,  F.R.S.L.  ft  E. — ^F.US.  M.G.S.  Ac  With  a  Sketch  of 
Berselius'  Sjntem  of  Mineralop}  s  a  Sjruoptic  Table  of  the  Principal  Cbaracten  of  the  Pore 
Earths  and  Metallic  Oxidet  before  the  Blowpipe ;  and  Domerout  Notes  and  Additlona  bj  lb« 
Translator.     With  Three  Plates,  la  Sto.  19«. 

*'  We  regret  ronch  that  oar  limits  retlrlct  as  from  making  more  ample  selections  from  this 
work,  an  thrre  is  much  valuable  and  important  information  to  be  obtained  from  it.  With  respect 
to  the  Translator,  we  tbiiik  he  has  done  his  author  irreat  Justice,  and  has  larthrr  enriched  the 
book  with  a  i^reat  number  of  interestioff  facts  and  important  additions  of  his  own.  The  work 
Will  be  found  to  eoulaiu  :i  most  copious  and  excellent  diireRt  of  the  Phenomena  so  far  as.  In  the 
present  stale  of  our  knowledtre,  Ihejr  hare  been  developed  bv  the  different  mineral  substances 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  Blo\rpIpe;  and  as  such  we  strongly  recommend  it.**— Lit.  Register, 

AN  ATTEMPT  TO  ESTABLISH   A  PURE   SCIENTIFIC 

SYSTEM  OF  MINERALOGY,  by  the  Application  of  the  Electro-Chemical  Theory  aad 
the  Cliemlcal  Proportions.  By  J.  Jacob  Bsrzsuus,  M.O.  F.R.S.  Professor  of  Ch««ilsliy 
at  Stockholm ;  translated  from  the  Swedish  Original,  by  Johm  Black.     In  8vo.  6s.  boards. 

BEAUPRE   ON  THE   EFFECTS   AND  PROPERTIES  OF 

COLD,  with  a  Sketch,  Historical  and  Medical,  of  the  Russian  Campaign.  TiansUted  bj 
JoHH  Clbkoimhio,  M.D.  Ac.     8fo.  price  10s.  Gd. 

EVILS    OF   QUARANTINE    LAWS,    AND    NON-EXIST- 

ENCE  OF  PESTILENTIAL  CONTAGION ;  deduced  from  the  PhenomeBa  of  the  Plaf  ne 
of  the  Lefaot,  the  Yellow  Fever  of  Spain,  and  the  Cholera  Mortiiis  of  Asia.  By  Cbamlss 
Maclbah,  M.D      Second  Edition,  Svo.  15s. 

JOYCES  DIALOGUES  ON  CHEMISTRY,  with  Questions  for 

Examhiatioa.    A  new  Edition,  edited  by  R.  Philufs,  FJLS.    In  8  ?o!s.  Os.  half  booad. 

CHEMICAL  CATECHISM,  with  Tables,  Notes,  Illustrations, 

and  Experiments.  By  Samuel  Parkbs,  F.R  S.,  M.R.I.,  F.S.A.L.,  &c.  ElereaCh 
Edition,  greatly  enlarged,  and  adapted  to  the  prewnt  State  of  the  Chemical  Science.  With 
new  Engravings,  la  I  thick  vol.  6vo.  lis. 

RUDIMENTS    OF    CHEMISTRY.     By  the  Same.     Fourth 

Edition,  improved.     Royal  ISrno.  with  Plale%  7». 

CHEMICAL    ESSAYS,  principally  relating  to  the  ArU  and 

Manufactures  of  the  Britbh  Dominions.  By  the  Same.  Second  Edition,  greatly  eslarged, 
and  Illustrated  with  Twenty-four  Plates  of  Machlaeiy  and  Chemical  Apparatot.  9  rob. 
8vo.  II.  lis.  boards. 

THE  ANNALS  OF  PHILOSOPHY;  or.  Magazine  of  Che- 

mistry,  Mineralogy,  Mechanics,  Natural  Hhtory,  Agricultare,  and  the  Artr.  By  Tmomas 
TnoMsoH,  M.D.  F.R.S.  L.  and  E.  F.L.S.,  and  Regius  Professor  of  Chemistry  la  the  Ualter* 
ally  of  Glasgow. 

«•*  This  work  was  cemmeoccJ,  In  January,  ISIS,  and  continued  nnlntemiptedW  ont.'l  1821, 
when  a  Ncu*  Series  was  commenced  under  the  care  of  lUcbard  Phillips,  Esq.  VMJS.  1*.  and  Ci . 
and  cODtinaed  to  the  eiid  of  18.6.  The  FIrsc  Series  comprises  16  roluroes ;  and  the  Second  12. 
The  publication  m-lce  of  the  whoie  was  2W.  By  reprlntiuir.  several  Nombeiv,  the  Proprietor* 
have  been  coabled  to  make  op  a  few  complete  Sets  of  tbb  riUoable  H0MH9n  Of  CllCttlCftt  m$ 

ii€9logktl  PktlfMnr  vrhkb  they  porpoic  w^tHikt  W,  Mf,  cackr 


-^ . 


irommM  pvblbuubo  vr  saldwim  aud  casAoocx.  S5 


MORAL  AND  RELIGIOUS* 


MORNING    COMMUNINGS    WITH    GOD;  or.  Devotional 

Mcdllmtlona  for  every  Day  of  Ibe  Year.  TranaUled  fron  the  Germao  oT  C.  C.  StvaM, 
bj  W.  JonMiTOMB,  A.M.    Second  EdUiM,  lo  9  volt,  haadfomely  printed,  16a.  board*. 

%*  It  ii  roost  extraordinary  that  this  work  should  now  appear  for  the  first  time  in  the  EnKllsH 
lancnacep  hating  been  even  more  popalar  on  the  Continent  than  the  '*  Keflecttooa.**  of  Uie  same 
Author,  and  containing  Devotioual  Exercises  and  Asplrar^ions  of  the  highest  eloquence  and  the 
purest  Christianity. 

"  On  opening  this  woric  we  were  agreeably  anrprlsed  at  finding  genius  and  tasle  In  ac* 
•ompnnlment  with  warmth  of  soul.  In  perusing  Klopstocic  and  liesuer  we  brrathe  the 
atmosphere  of  the  blessed,  and  feel  that  bollness  it  the  essence  of  a  perfect  felicity.  It  is  the 
soul  of  these  wortcs  that  renders  them  so  delightful,  and  in  a  similar  spirit  arc  written  these 
"  Communings  with  God,**— these  effusions  of  on  em  bodied  nature.  They  are  very  frequently  sub- 
lime ;  always  dignified;  not  the  huiialng  of  Christ  as  if  he  were  a  demagogue  or  a  conqueror  ; 
but  the  grand  and  siieat  adoration  of  the  uplifted  eyes  of  a  martyr.**— Creaiinnaa**  Afi^g. 

CONTEMPLATIONS  ON  THE  SUFFERINGS  OF  JESUS 

CHRIST;  la  a  Seriea  of  Devotional  Exercises;  with  an  EspUnatorj  l^araphraae of  the 
Gospel  Narrative,  by  CBaivropaKB  CnanTiAH  Srvaa.  Traaslatrd  from  the  German,  by 
W.  JoHNBTona,  A.M.  With  a  Life  of  Stara,  by  the  Translator,  and  a  fine  Poctrmll.  la 
eopy  Bro.  elcoaClj  printed,  9a.  boards. 

SCRIPTURE  CHARACTERS ;  or,  a  Practical  Improvement  of 

tbe  Principal  llMorlea  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  By  Tuoukt  RoainsoH,  il.A. 
Vicar  of  St.  Mary's,  Leicester,  and  Ute  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridfe.  With  a 
BIqgiapbkal  Accoaat  of  Ibe  Anthor.    A  new  Edition,  la  S  vob.  8vo.  II.  7s. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  SYSTEM  UNFOLDED  in  a  Course  of 

Practical  Bssaya  on  tbe  Principal  Doctrinca  and  Datlea  of  Cbihtiaalt j.  By  tbe  Same. 
Tblrd  Edition,  la  3  vols.  Svo.  II.  4i. 

ANECDOTES,  Religious,  Moral,  and  Entertaining,  alphabetically 

imaged,  and  tntitvpened  with  a  variety  of  Uscrnl  Observatloas.  Selected  by  CniAisa 
Buck.    A  new  Edition,  la  S  vols.  19bo.  sold  aeparately,  at  4s.  each. 

'*  This  work  is  well  calculated  for  young  peraonsiand  may  prove  In  many  eases  a  very  acceM- 
able  present  to  them,  as  it  contains  much  Instruction  mlnxlea  with  entertainment.  It  will  k\*m 
Mrve  for  a  pleuslns  companion  to  the  traveller  In  the  chaise  or  tbe  stage-coach.  In  short,  it 
affords  a  coptons  fund  of  rational  amusement  for  a  leisure  hour.  We  hare  no  doubt  It  will 
obtain,  as  it  certainly  merits,  an  esteoaive  clfcuiatiott.''— £caiigef icai  M^astae. 

LETTERS  TO  A  FRIEND,  on  the  Evidences,  Doctrines,  and 

Duties  of  the  ChrlsUaa  Rellgloo.  By  Ountvus  GaBooav,  LL.D.  of  tbe  lUyal  MUlUry 
Academy,  Woolwleb.  Tbe  Fourth  Editioo,  with  Corrccttona  aad  Addltiooi,  la  9  vole.  posC 
Svo.  14a.  biMU  ds. 

FENELON'S  PIOUS  REFLECTIONS  for  every  Day  of  the 

llMrtb;fiilb«bricf8htCdionb«AMkit^X^    AabMvf Bdiai0,li*kov4i» 


C4  WOBXe  PITBLI6HB0  Wi  BAU>wm  AMD  CftlUDCB/ 

AN  ANTIDOTE  TO  THE  MISERIES  OF  HUMAN  LIFE. 

In  (lie  Ilktorj  of  tlie  Widow  PItcId  and  her  Daughter  Raebel.  By  HAaaiR  Coap.  Ttfith 
Edition,  Si.  6d. 

A  SEQUEL  TO  THE  ANTIDOTE.    Bj  the  mom  Aothor.     Ss.  6iL 

THE  DIVINE  GOVERNMENT.  By  Sodthwood  Smith,  M.D. 

Fonitb  Edition,  lo  ISmo.  7s.  Gd.  hoards. 

"  Wg  woald  earnestly  recommend  this  treatise  at  a  vork  dlstlnfrnlslied  by  clear,  masterly,  aad 
MBTiaelntf  arvuinent ;  by  unall'ected  aiid  po^rerrnl  eloquence;  by  Itmnitabl^ness  to  the  eapa- 
cities  of  ail  who  are  in  the  habits  of  inijulry  and  reflection  upuu  religions  hul\|ects,  and  Its  adap- 
tation to  cherish  and  increase  those  haMts;  and  lastly,  by  the  strong  impressions  of  ptety  to 
(•'od.  and  benevolence  to  mau,  whieh  the  attentive  pinital  of  It  mutt  make  open  every  totccp- 
tiblc  heart.**— AfontA/y  Repositofy,/or  Augutt,  1816. 

A     SKETCH    OF    THE    DENOMINATIONS    OF     THE 

CHRISTIAN  WORLD  ;  to  vhlch  Is  prefixed  an  Outline  of  Atheism,  Deism,  Tbaophllan- 
thropism,  Mahometanism,  Judaism,  and  Christianity;  with  a  PerauaslfetoRAileloas  Modera- 
tloit.  By  JonM  Evaks,  LL.D,  The  FHIamth  Editten,  »fth  Che  Author^  latt  Imprevaoiailt 
and  an  Account  of  tlie  Ranters,  or  PrhDltlva  Methodislf,  and  of  the  Irbb  Pmbytertaas, 
amountiuf  to  nearly  a  Millloo  of  People.  With  a  fine  Fmotlsplece  of  Elglit  Portraltt.  1  Smo. 
5s.  boards. 

*«*  If  popalarltv  be  any  criterion  of  evcelience,  the  number  of  tht  edittoni  tbit  work  hat 
pasMd  through  tulficletttly  attest  its  merits,  for  before  hit  death  the  author  bad  the  satisfaction' 
of  Icnowinr  that  one  haudrfd  thousand  copies  had  Issued  from  the  press.  In  the  present  edition 
everv  article  has  been  careftilly  i  evised,  and  valuable  commnnlcatlons  from  many  of  the  leadlnf( 
minislcrs  of  tlie  dilTerent  sects  have  been  made  use  of.  The  subject  it  ope  of  paramount  in- 
terest, and  the  viriv  here  exhibited  of  the  various  sects  of  Christiaiit  is  no  lets  admirable  for  its 
Impartiality,  than  for  the  comprehentlve  Information  it  tuppllet. 

THE  GOLDEN  CENTENARY;  or.  One  Hundred  Testimonies 

to  behalf  of  Candour,  Peace,  and  Unanimity,  by  Dlvlnet  of  the  CMirch  of  Eneland,  of  th<t 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  and  amouff  Protestant  Disienters,  vlth  their  Bio|;rtphks;  being  a  Se^aci 
to  the  Skktch.  By  the  Same.  Fifth  Edition,  ealarsed  and  impreted,  with  a  Frantlspleee  of 
Portraits.     5s.  boards. 

BIBLE  GEMS.    By  the  Rey.  J.  Stewart,  Curate  of  Sporle,. 

Author  of  Sermons  on  the  Pall  and  Final  Restoration  of  the  Jews,  the  Retarreetloa,  Ao 
Dedicated,  wlHi  Permhtioo,  to  bit  lUyal  HigliDeM  the  Dake  of  Ctiicnee.     Kmo.  9t.  %Am, 


A  REVIEW  OF  MR.WILBERFORCE'S  TREATISE,  enUtled 

pRAcncat  Vimr  or  tub  Prbvaiuko  Rcueieut  Systbb  or  PaemtSD  CRMtnam,  Ae^ 
lo  LaCtert  to  a  Lady ;  witha  Preface,  containlnf  the  ABthor*t  Reply  to  Anlmadvoslont  »poa 
thit  Review.    By  Thomas  BsuuAm.    Third  Editton,  conected.  8vo.  5^  6d.  bearda. 

A  VINDICATION  OF  THE  CHARACTER  OF  ARCHBI- 

SHOP  CRANMER,  and  therewith  of  the  Reformation  of  Easiaad,  afalast  tome  of  the 
Allei^atfont  which  bate  been  rccntly  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  LIngard,  Dr.   Mllnery  aad. 
Charlet  Both*r,  Etq.    By  thu  Rev.  Hkuby  John  Toon,  M.A.  F.A.8.,  Cbaplahi  In  Ordinary 
to  bit  Majesty,  and  Editor  of  Jobnaon's  Dictfonary.   The  Second  Edition,  In  19mo.  «t.  bdt. 

OBSERVATIONS,    CRITICAL,    EXPLANATORY,    AND 

PRACTICAL,  ON  THE  CANONICAL  SCRIPTURES.    By  Maby  Gobbwaum.    The 
Second  EdItton,  corrected,  and  cnfairscd.     In  4  volt.  8vo.    91.  it.  konvdt. 

•*•  TbItWorkfa  Intended  totapply  n  continued  C>minientMT«po«tficOUandN^  '^"'•t- 
lenlt.  Mil  to  anritt  in  the  perntai  of  tbe  Siu»ed  Volnme,  10  wbldi  It  win  te 


plenalnir  eoaipnnloo.  It  expialne  lo  the  nnleamed  render  the  Oriental  C^ittenit,  of  which,  fraio 
the  eonHiiUrimwtiouTe  them,  tmne  kitowMce  to  neeemnry to ewnnreliMid  t*^» "»;»><«  *« 
■orpest  of  the  T^xt :  nod  wUI  theielare  be  fimml  pMollnrly  niefol  to  fuM\e%,^  to  tbOMwh<» 


\^RK8  FUPUftUB0  BY  BALBWiN  AND  GBADOCK*.'  9f^ 

A  PREPARATION  FOR  THE  LORD'S  SUPPER.    With  a 

Companion  to  the  Alter.  Intendod  cbleflj  for  tbo  Uto  of  lindtrt.  Br  Maiy  ConwwAixw, 
Anihor  of  «  Obterrntioni  on  the  Canonloal  Scrlptore*.**  In  a  neat  portwt  volane.  Si.tioo»fl  j 
or,  la  A  raporloc  manner,  9i.  6d. ;  to  black  calf,  $t ;  In  morocco,  6fl. 

SERMONS  ON  VARIOUS    SUBJECTS.      By  the  late  Dr. 

Pawt.  Now  tlrit  poblbhed  by  bis  Son,  th«  Rkv.  Bomuii©  Pa«y,  A.M.  Vicar  of  Earing- 
wold.     In  9  Tob.  Sro.     IBs  boardr. 

THE  ENTIRE  WORKS  OF  WILLIAM  PALEY,  D.D.;  in- 

clttdloff  tbo  Additional  8«rmou,  and  an  Acconnt  of  his  Life  and  Writion*  Bjr  bit  Son. 
Wlib  a  ana  Portrait.    Very  handsomely  printed,  In  T  toIs.  9to.    «I.  ICs.  boaidi. 

PALEY'S    UORJE  PAULIN-flE.    8vo.  7s.     The  same  Work, 

with  VIpiolt*  and  Frontispiece,  In  S«mo.    Ss.  6d. 

PALEY'S  MORAL  PHILOSOPHY,    2vols.  8vo.    128.    The 

tame.  In  94mo.     4s.  6d. 

PALEY*S  EVIDENCES  OF  CHRISTIANITY.  8vo.  7s.    The 

■amr,  in  9imo.     4s. 

PALEY'S  NATURAL  THEOLOGY.    8vo.  7s.    The  same,  in 

i4nio.     4s. 

AN   EPITOME  OF  PALEY'S   EVIDENCES    OF   CHRIS- 

TIANITY.    By  the  Rev.  Samuel  Rows,  M.A.  VIcar  of  St.  Brldeanx.     Second  Edition. 
ISmo.  3s« 

AN   EPITOME   OF  PALEY'S   PRINCIPLES  OF  MORAL 

AND  POLITICAL  PHILOSOPHY  ;   cootaioinK  tbo  Subitance  at  the  Atcnmontu  com- 
prised In  that  Work,  In  the  Catechetical  furm.    By  thnSaaae.     In  19mo.  4s. 

EVIDENCES  OF  CHRISTIANITY,&c.;  Twenty  Discourses 

proacbed  before  the  Unlrerslty  of  Cambridge,  In  ISiU,  at  the  Leelnro  founded  by  the 
Ber.-  John  Hnlse.  By  the  Rrt.  C.  Beksoji,  M.A.  Rector  of  St.  Gll«a*»  In  the  Fields, 
London,  and  Master  of  the  Temple.    Fourth  Edition,  8to.  19s.  boards. 

SCRIPTURE  DIFFICULTIES;  Twenty  Discourses  preached 

before  the  Unirerslty  of  Cambrldse,  for  the  Hulsean  Lecture,  In  the  year  1S99.  By  the  Same. 
Second  Edition.  8to.     lis. 

««Thls  Is  indeed  a  valnable  pcrrormance,  and  ouprhl  lo  find  a  place  in  the  libraries  not  only  of 
professed  theologians,  but  of  all  tbo»e  who  have  the  misfortune  to  feel  perplexed  by  the  difhcnl- 
ties  of  Scripture.  Tbofe  In  the  book  of  Geneiiis.  as  far  as  tliey  are  of  an  hUtorical  nature,  are 
clucMateJ  In  a  manner  both  pcnpirnoos  and  Mtisfaciory.  uhile  the  reader's  heart  will  be 
warmed  by  the  piety  that  mingles  in  the  discusaion.**— i^riluA  Critic,  Octobtr,  IK28. 

"The  pioofs  and  the  duties  of  rhristlanItT  have  l»een  enforced  by  Mr.  Benson  with  a  power,  an 
earnestness.  r.nd  an  unction,  which  they  who  heard  the  preacher  will  be  thankful  for  while  ihey 
live :  and  which,  in  the  peruanl.  must  to  everv  healthful  mind  communicate  tatlshMnlou,  pn»lit, , 
nnd  delight ;  aud  may  carry  hoUin^  and  corafbrt  to  the  diaensed  OBC^—Snarterly  JUw.  Ao.  W. 

THE  CHRONOLOGY  OF  OUR  SAVIOUR'S  LIFE ;  or.  An 

Iaviirylalothetr«eTtaiortteBirtk,BiiptiM»aBdCradiilMiC  jMwCMd.    Bf«to 


9S  WOVKS  PUBLI8HBD  BY  BALDWIN  AND  CftADOCR* 

SERMONS,    EXPLANATORY    AND    PRACTICAL,    Oil 

THE  THIRTY-NINE  ARTICLES  OF  THE  crHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  t  Ifl  «  Scttai 
of  Dl»couim  delivered  at  the  Parikli  Cburch  of  8f .  Alpbagp,  Greenwich.  Bj  the  Rct.  T. 
Waits,  D.C.L.  CbapUin  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Gloncetter ;  and  to  the  Hen.  and  Ricbt 
Reverend  the  Bbhop  of  Oxford  ;  and  Master  of  the  Grammar  School,  Lewbham  HUL  la  a 
thick  8ve.  Tolnme.     let.  boardi 

"In  thb  class  of  pulpit  compositions,  the  Sermons  of  Dr.  Walte  are  worthy  of  an  hononrid>Ie 
■Itnation.  Tticy  have,  indeed,  nothing  of  the  vast  and  tumultooai  eloquence  of  Cbalmprs— tbcv 
have  less  minute  and  controveraiul  learning  than  Horslcy — and  not  snch  finilheJ  and  muilcal 
eti')?ance  as  Allison  or  Massilloii;  but  they  ore  full  of  gO(«d  scnso  and  rood  feelinf ;  at  once 
spirited,  candid,  nnd  pious;  and  instinct  as  it  were  with  the  life  blood  ot  Christianity.  As  to 
toe  body  of  doctrine  which  they  expound  and  vindicate,  there  are,  and  must  be,  Innnnterable 
dift'erences  of  opinion.  There  can,  however,  we  think,  be  no  doubt  of  the  &imess,  the  ability, 
and  the  learning,  with  which  the  author  has  discussed  it.  His  style  is  sinsulnrly  correct,  and 
Idiomatic;  and  furnishes  an  admirable  evample  of  the  mode  In  which  theolomr  wft!r  be  written, 
•o  as  to  latcrest  and  instruct  the  educated,  without  pazsling  or  fotijsaini^  the  ignorant.**-* 
MimtUg  Review. 

A  TREATISE  ON  THE  EVIDENCE  OF  THE  SCRIPTURE 

MIRACLES.  By  John  pBjitOfS,  M.A.  forroeri/of  C.  C.  Colksci  Oxford.  8vo.  lOs.  6d.  bds. 

*'  Mr.  Penrose  Is  already  well  known  to  the  literary  world;  first  by  his  Bampton  lectures, 
secondly  by  his  Inquiry  In:o  the  Nature  and  Discipline  of  Human  Motives,  a  performance  of  very 
hi|(h  merit.  He  now  appears  before  the  public  in  the  present  treatise,  whicti  fully  sustains  his 
reputation  as  an  able  and  houent  reusoucr,  and  a  profound  and  original  thiuker." 

ENQUIRY  CHIEFLY  ON   PRINCIPLES   OF   RELIGION, 

INTO  THE  NATURE  AND  DISCIPLINE  OF  HUMAN  MOTIVES.  B/  the  Same. 
8ro.     lOs.  6d.  boards. 

*«*  The  object  of  this  Work  Is  to  supply  a  manifest  deMideraium  In  Moral  and  Tlieoloc ical 
Science,  by  showing  systematically  the  connexion  belweeu  the  Principles  of  Religion  and  tMse 
of  Virtue. 

LECTURES   ON   THE   TEMPER  AND  SPIRIT  OF  THE 

CHRISTIAN  RELIGION ;  first  written  and  delivered  to  the  Inmala  of  a  iMtge  pnMIe 
Asylum;  now  published  and  addressed  to  the  namerons  Parties  which  aglUte and  divUe  this 
Empire.    By  Wiluah  Aubm.    Small  Svo.  9a.  boards. 

THE  HOLY  BIBLE,  contaiaing  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 

aoeonUng  to  the  authorised  Version  i  with  Explanatory  Nolea,  Practical  ObsenralioM*  aad 
copious  Marginal  Itefereocet.  By  TnosiAs  Scott,  Rector  of  Aston  Sandford,  Bocks,  The 
Ninth  Edition,  with  the  Author's  last  Corrections.    Six  vols.  4 to.  bl.  6s.  boards. 

S*  To  this  Edition  is  added,  without  any  addition  to  tiie  price,  a  Series  of  Scripture  Maps. 
en;(iaved  by  Hale  expressly  for  the  worlc. 


MORAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  READING  FOR 

YOUTH'. 

THE  FIRST   PRINCIPLES  OF  RELIGION,    AND   THE 

EXISTENCE  OF  A.  DEITT,  ('i|>laiaed  In  a  Scctn  of  DUIo(»n  iid.,lrd  I.  Ike  capacltj  U 
tke  bital  Mini.  ••  Nubodj  cm  IbU  a  dilU  of  Ikrae  or  Miroi  jam  ali  duUd  be  ucaed 
wttkM.cww.FMaM."— XMto.    BjrlUBiFsM.    AMwSiliUM,a«*t|)  kCM.  s*. 


^  . 


.W0BX8  PUBLISHBD  87  BALDWIN  AND  CBADOCK.  ^9 

A  CLEAR  AND  CONCISE  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ORIGIN 

AND  DESIGN  OP  CHRISTIANITY;  la  short  iDd  hmithr  Dbilocan  Wtweea  ft  Motbrr 
and  b«'r  CbtlilreD,  IntMidrd  •■  a  lecond  part  to  the  ptecpdlaf  Work.  Bj  tlie  Mine  Avthor. 
A  new  Edition,    to  t  rol>.  nettlj  half  bound,  4t« 

DIALOGUES    AND   LETTERS   ON    MORALITY,    ECO- 

MY,  AND  POLITENESS,  Ibr  the  Improfemfnt  and  EatertalnoMBt  of  Youof  Fnaale 
Hindi.    Ujr  tbe  Siae.    A  new  Edition,  la  S  ? ol».  6$.  hair  bound. 

A  COURSE  OF  LECTURES  FOR  SUNDAY  EVENINGS, 

contalalni;  llellgfcNU  Adrko  to  Yoangr  Peraonp.  By  8  *  *  S  *  *.  A  new  Edition,  In  9  tola. 
budMNnrlj  printed,  9i.  boardf,  or  •••  In  fancj  half-blndinf • 

A  FATHER'S  ADVICE  TO  HIS  SON,  written  chiefly  for  the 

Penisal  of  Yonof  GMtl«ani.    Bj  tbe  Same.    St.  half  boand. 

SACRED  HISTORIES:  extracted  frrm  the  Old  and  New  TcsU- 

mrnt  In  the  Words  of  the  Original,  and  printed  In  a  laivi  bold  Tjpe,  for  the  Use  of  Cblldiva, 
B/  WuuAM  ScROLTiBW.    A  MW  EdUioo,  la  fl  vols,  vlib  Cats,  4i.  balf-hoiiad. 

AN  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BIBLE,  for 

the  Use  of  Yoong  Peraou,  with  a  Sketch  of  Scriptaic  Geognphj,  lUtttrated  wUh  If  ape. 
Bj  WiixiAM  TuaMBA.    The  Seventh  Edition,  is.  6d.  half-bowid. 

THE  FOOTSTEP  TO  MRS.  TRIMMER'S   SACRED   HIS- 

TORY,  for  the  Instructioa  and  AoMsemeDt  of  Chlldrea.     A  new  Edition,  as.  half  hoand. 

TRIMMER'S    ENGLISH   HISTORY.    With  PrinU.    3  vols. 

7s«  Cd.  red. 

TRIMMER'S    ANCIENT  HISTORY.     With  Prints,  2  vols. 

At*  led. 

TRIMMER'S  ROMAN  HISTORY.    With  PrinU,  2  vol*.    Sb. 

nd. 

TRIMMER'S    SCRIPTURE   LESSONS  FROM  THE  OLD 

TESTAMENT,  wHk  PflaU.    t  nb.  »•.  red. 

TRIMMER'S  SCRIPTURE   LESSONS  FROM  THE  NEW 

TESTAMENT,  vHk  Print!.    »  «eh.  *•.  red. 

TRIMMER'S  SCRIPTURE   HISTORY,  and  Prints.    2  vols. 

:1s.  red. 


